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Note: Ministerial and Departmental titles have been updated in the Question text in an-
ticipation of the relevant Government orders to give legal effect to the Taoiseach’s an-
nouncement in Dáil Éireann on 27 June 2020.

Questions Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

01/10/2020WRA00500Pleanáil Teanga

01/10/2020WRA0060012. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta maidir le ceist uimhir 310 ar an 28ú Iúil 2020, an dtabharfaidh 
sí soiléiriú ar stádas Phlean Teanga Chathair na Gaillimhe; an bhfuil an plean faofa aici; cén 
dáta a fhoilseofar é; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [27095/20]

01/10/2020WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá 
plean teanga Chathair na Gaillimhe curtha faoi bhráid mo Roinne ag Foras na Gaeilge le tamall 
agus á bhreithniú faoi láthair. Tuigim ó mo chuid oifigigh go raibh comhfhreagras idir iad agus 
Foras na Gaeilge, atá freagrach as maoirsiú a dhéanamh ar an scéal sa chás seo, ina thaobh le 
deireanaí. Táim ag súil le moladh ó mo chuid oifigigh maidir leis an bPlean go luath.

Ach an Plean a bheith faofa agam faoi réir fhorálacha Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, rachfar i 
dteagmháil leis an bhForas chun na socruithe ábhartha a dhéanamh le haghaidh an Plean a chur 
i bhfeidhm.

Meabhráitear don Teachta go bhfuil fógartha ag mo Roinn cheana féin go bhfuil allúntas 
suas le €80,000 in aghaidh na bliana ar fáil ó mo Roinn do chur i bhfeidhm pleananna tean-
ga i mBailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta ach i gcás cathracha Chorcaí agus na Gaillimhe, go bhféad-
fadh allúntas suas le €100,000 in aghaidh na bliana a bheith ar fáil do chur i bhfeidhm bearta 
a bpleananna.

Question No. 13 answered orally.

01/10/2020WRA00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRA0100014. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the extra supports that have been made available for athletes whose participa-
tion in the 2020 Summer Olympics and Summer Paralympics was delayed due to the Covid-19 
pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26859/20]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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01/10/2020WRA01100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the development of sport, including high performance sport and its funding 
allocations.

Sport Ireland has provided an assurance that athletes on the 2020 International Carding 
Scheme will continue to receive funding as normal for both this year and into 2021. New en-
trants will be allowed into the Scheme. This funding certainty has been widely welcomed by 
our Olympic and Paralympic community.

Other important supports are also being provided, notably in relation to access to the world 
class facilities available at the Sport Ireland National Sports Campus in Blanchardstown. Due to 
the work and support of Sport Ireland and the NGBs our high performance athletes have already 
been back training since the 8th of June.  High performance sport is proceeding on a gradual 
and modified basis in accordance with detailed protocols.

International travel, which is an essential part of high performance programmes, is also be-
ing facilitated and supported. Athletes may be required to travel overseas to compete in Olym-
pic/Paralympic qualification events and major championships. The Return to Sport Expert 
Group, chaired by my Department, has developed detailed guidance to assist high performance 
sport in its approach to international travel. This important support will assist athletes that  need 
to travel, especially those who are still looking to qualify for the Olympics and Paralympics.

Sport has been a leader throughout this pandemic.  Our Olympic and Paralympic athletes 
have acted as great role models, showing people how to adapt, keep physically active and dem-
onstrating compliance with the guidelines in media appearances.

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my best wishes to our Olympic and Paralympic 
hopefuls.

01/10/2020WRA01200Arts Policy

01/10/2020WRA0130015. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the status of the actions taken to date to support the events industry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27378/20]

01/10/2020WRA01400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am acutely aware of the unprecedented nature of the challenge facing live per-
formance promoters and producers, not least from a financial point of view. Earlier this month, 
I launched a number of new music and performance support schemes totalling €6 million to aid 
employment in the creative industries.

The Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes designed to help sustain the 
popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, including rock, pop, hip hop, 
indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under this package, a fund of €1 
million has been put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists would usually fund with 
income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes are targeted at professional 
musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, recording and album releases.  
The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, agents, labels and publishers 
can continue to develop and share their work in the context of COVID restrictions. The Music 
Stimulus Package schemes are being managed on behalf of the Department by First Music 
Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.
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Under the “Live Performance Support pilot Scheme” a further allocation of €5 million is 
being made available which aims to assist commercial venues, producers and promoters of live 
performances and provide employment to workers in the creative industries.  Applications were 
accepted by my Department for this scheme and allocations will be made on the basis of the 
number of people being employed.

The Deputy will also be aware that I have recently appointed the Arts and Culture Recov-
ery Taskforce which is beìng chaired by Clare Duignan.  The membership of the taskforce 
includes representation from the Events Industry Alliance.   Taking as its starting point the 
research and evidence of the devastating impact of the pandemic on the sector compiled by my 
Department, the Arts Council and other stakeholders, the Taskforce will prepare a report to 
me setting out recommendations on how best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover 
from the unprecedented damage arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The report will address 
culture, the arts, and the audiovisual and live entertainment industries.

01/10/2020WRA01500Irish Language

01/10/2020WRA0160016. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the supports that have been put in place to support and encourage Irish-
speaking communities outside the Gaeltacht and increase engagement by young persons with 
the Irish language outside of their formal education; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [27364/20]

01/10/2020WRA01700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): My 
Department, under its Irish Language Support Schemes, provides funding for various Irish 
language organisations and projects, to support and encourage youth development through the 
medium of the Irish language. The grants are aimed primarily at organisations or groups operat-
ing outside the Gaeltacht.

My Department has provided current and capital funding to TechSpace (Camara Education) 
to support schools and youth organisations in purchasing Digital Media and STEM equipment. 
The TechSpace project is aimed at young people interested in developing their experience and 
skills in digital media and STEM. The network helps young people to create digital and tech-
nological material as they engage in activities such as digital film, web design, mobile app de-
velopment and robotics, among others. Under the direction of trained instructors and mentors, 
young people can enhance their computer competency, while improving their self-confidence 
and social skills - all through the medium of Irish. 

My Department also provides an annual grant towards the running costs of An Cumann 
Scoildramaíochta. An Cumann Scoildrámaíochta encourages the use of the Irish language 
through drama. Young people are given the opportunity to use the language in a creative and 
artistic way, outside of a school setting. Teachers are also encouraged to produce and write new 
dramas themselves.

The ‘Aistritheoirí Óga’ (Young Translators) translation competition also funded by my De-
partment is organised jointly by the European Commission and the Irish Government. It is open 
to students across Ireland who are at least 15 years of age who have the ability to translate from 
English into Irish, or from a choice of five other European languages into Irish.  The competi-
tion has three goals: to promote a high standard of Irish, to encourage multilingualism among 
secondary school students and to encourage their interest in careers with Irish.

The Family Language Scheme (Scéim Teanga Tí), which is administered by Glór na nGael 



Questions - Written Answers

4

and Gaeloideachas Teo, aims to develop networks of Irish-speaking families among children at-
tending Irish-medium education.  Under this programme, families whose children are in senior 
infants and who wish to raise their children through Irish are given support and encouragement 
to do so.

In addition, my Department and Foras na Gaeilge also provide funding to Raidió Rí-Rá and 
Raidió na Life respectively. Both Irish language radio stations provide an excellent Irish Lan-
guage radio service to young people, both withinin and outside of Gaeltacht areas.

My Department has also provided funding to an Irish language village family area as part of 
the St. Patrick’s Festival, provides annual funding to An Taibhdhearc theatre, whose activities 
include an annual Christmas show for children, and provides capital funding for Irish language 
centres around the country which support the development of Irish speaking communities out-
side of the Gaeltacht.

I should also point the Deputy to the range of Irish language community and family supports 
provided by Foras na Gaeilge and its six lead organisations on an all-Island  basis. Details of 
these supports can be found on the organisation’s webside at www.forasnagaeilge.ie.

01/10/2020WRA01800Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRA0190017. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the 
Gaeltacht the details of her recent meetings with sporting organisations (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [26514/20]

01/10/2020WRA02000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): On the 4th of September last, I convened a meeting with my colleagues Stephen 
Donnelly, T.D., Minister for Health, Jack Chambers, T.D., Government Chief Whip and Minis-
ter of State with responsibility for the Gaeltacht and Sport, as well as the Acting Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Ronan Glynn, the Chief Executive of Sport Ireland John Treacy and officials of my 
Department, with the chief executives of the sporting organisations referred to by the Deputy.

The meeting on the 4th of September was an opportunity to hear from these representatives 
of the sport sector the impact of the public health restrctions announced on 18 August. We also 
received an update from the sporting organisations on the continued impact of COVID-19 on 
their operations, as well as the financial impact of same. Recognising the important role sport 
plays for physical and mental health, Minister Donnelly and I expressed our appreciation for the 
work that sport has done throughout the pandemic. The acting CMO highlighted the particular 
success of summer sports camps which had a very positive impact on the wellbeing of children 
and teenagers.

The sporting representatives expressed their appreciation for the support of Govern-
ment throughout the pandemic in terms of horizontal supports such as the TWSS and EWSS 
as well as targeted support approved by the previous Government last June. I understand that 
Sport Ireland are currently reviewing applications for the COVID-19 resilience funds and fund-
ing will be allocated and disbursed in late October. The sporting representatives advised that 
they foresee the financial challenges continuing into 2021 and asked that Government consider 
further support measures in the 2021 Budget. I have made representations to my colleague Min-
ister McGrath in this respect and we will discuss the matter further in advance of Budget Day.

Mr Treacy and the other sporting representatives also highlighted a number of matters of 
concern for the sport sector as the winter approaches, recognising that the autumn sees the 
commencement of the competitive calendar across many sports, particularly indoor sports. The 
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insights from the sporting representatives informed the preparation of the Resilience and Re-
covery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19 published on the 15th of September last.

I  also tabled for discussion the important issue of spectator attendance at sporting events. The 
sporting representatives outlined the work they have undertaken to date to facilitate a return of 
spectators while ensuring compliance with relevant public health guidance. We agreed that the 
Expert Group on Return to Sport would take this work forward in consultation with the relevant 
sporting bodies. Pursuant to this a working group has been established with representatives of 
my Department, Sport Ireland and the relevant sporting bodies to develop a proposal for spec-
tator attendance at large national and international sporting events, for consideration by the 
Expert Group and by the public health authorities. This proposal will incorporate guidelines to 
be applied by all sporting bodies at large sports stadia. This work is already underway and it is 
expected that this proposal will be presented for consideration next month.

  Question No. 18 answered with Question No. 10.

01/10/2020WRA02400Craoltóirí Seirbhíse Poiblí

01/10/2020WRA0250019. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta cé na céimeanna a ghlacfaidh sí chun a chinntiú go ndéanfaidh 
RTÉ agus craoltóirí áitiúla a gcuid dualgas reachtúil i leith na Gaeilge a chomhlíonadh, go 
háirithe i gceantair Ghaeltachta, agus é fógartha anois nach mbeidh seirbhís nuachta náisiúnta 
raidió ar fáil tar éis 7 i.n. do phobal na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta. [27397/20]

01/10/2020WRA02600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Leagtar amach in Alt 114 d’Acht 2009 príomhchuspóirí agus cumhachtaí gaol-
mhara RTÉ, agus sainítear gur

- cheart go dtabharfadh na cláir léargas ar ilchineálacht chultúir oileán uile na hÉireann agus 
aird ar leith a thabhairt ar na hairíonna a shainíonn an cultúr sin agus an Ghaeilge go háirithe;

- go ndéanfar le clársceidil réimse cuimsitheach clár Gaeilge agus Béarla a chur ar fáil a 
fhreagróidh d’éagsúlacht chultúir agus lena bhfreastalaítear ar ionchais an phobail i gcoitinne 
mar aon le hionchais daoine den phobal a bhfuil spéiseanna speisialta nó spéiseanna mionlaigh 
acu; agus, 

-  Ba chóir cláracha nuachta agus cláracha cúrsaí reatha i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla a bheith 
san áireamh i soláthar cláracha RTÉ.

Tá RTÉ cuntasach don Oireachtas agus faoi réir maoirseachta ag rialálaí neamhspleách, 
Údarás Craolacháin na hÉireann (BAI).  I gcomhréir le hAlt 102 den Acht, foilsíonn RTÉ 
Ráitis Bhliantúla faoi Gheallúintí Feidhmíochta le spriocanna a bhaineann le réimse seirbhísí, 
an Ghaeilge san áireamh. Déanann an BAI a fheidhmíocht a athbhreithniú i gcomhthéacs na 
spriocanna sin gach bliain agus tuairiscíonn domsa maidir le haon difríochtaí a thagann chun 
cinn ina bhfeidhmíocht i gcomórtas lena ngeallúintí agus i gcomórtas le tuarascáil an BAI agus 
cuirtear mo fhreagra faoi bhráid Thithe an Oireachtais.  Ba chóir dom a lua go bhfuil RTÉ, i 
gcomhréir le hAlt 98 den Acht Craolacháin, 2009 neamhspleách maidir lena chuid cuspóirí a 
bhaint amach agus nach bhfuil aon ról agamsa ina chuid oibríochtaí laethúla ná ina chuid cinntí 
cláracha. Dá bhrí sin, ní bheadh sé ceart agamsa tuairim a thabhairt ar ábhar sceideal na gclára-
cha. Tá súil agam athbhreithniú bliantúil an BAI a fháil ar gheallúintí feidhmíochta 2019 RTÉ 
sna seachtainí amach romhainn agus tabharfaidh mé aird ach go háirithe ar a chuid tuairimí 
maidir le geallúintí RTÉ i leith na Gaeilge.
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Maidir le stáisiúin eile ábhar Gaeilge a chur ar fáil, faoin Acht Craolacháin 2009, is é an 
BAI an tÚdarás atá freagrach as stáisiúin raidió neamhspleácha, náisiúnta, áitiúla agus pobail a 
cheadúnú.  Áirítear ceanglas in Alt 66 (2) d’Acht 2009 go dtabharfadh an BAI, nuair atá con-
radh maidir le craolachán fuaime nó conradh seirbhíse cláracha teilifíse á bhronnadh, aird do:

- líon, cáilíocht, réimse agus cineál na gclár Gaeilge agus méid na gclár a bhaineann le cultúr 
na hÉireann a bheartaítear a sholáthar agus

- a mhéid a dhéanfaidh an t-iarratasóir, laistigh den tseirbhís craolacháin bheartaithe, deise-
anna nua a chruthú le haghaidh daoine a bhfuil buanna acu sa cheol, sa drámaíocht agus sa 
tsiamsaíocht agus go háirithe i leith chultúr na hÉireann.

Chomh maith leis sin, tá ceanglas in Alt 66 (3) d’Acht 2009 go dtabharfadh an BAI aird ar 
leith do leanúint den Ghaeilge agus an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn mar theanga labhartha, nuair 
atá conradh maidir le craolachán fuaime á bhronnadh i limistéir saincheadúnúcháin a áiríonn 
ceantar Gaeltachta.

01/10/2020WRA02700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRA0280020. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if supports will be made available to the tourism sector in view of the July 
stimulus package (details supplied); and if he will grant support to bars, restaurants and hotels 
to help them make their premises Covid-19-safe. [15750/20]

01/10/2020WRA02900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am acutely aware of the enormous and unprecedented challenges which face 
the tourism sector as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. Almost all tourism businesses were 
initially required to close in order to comply with the necessary public health measures intro-
duced. Many have since reopened but, unfortunately, the majority of businesses are operating 
with significantly reduced levels of turnover compared to 2019 as a result of ongoing public 
health measures and the almost complete absence of overseas tourists coming into the country. 
This has meant that many jobs in the sector have been lost or are vulnerable.

Along with my colleagues in Government, I have taken a number of measures to help the 
sector survive this current crisis. The July Stimulus Package introduced significant measures to 
help support businesses to recover following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. 
Some of the key measures for tourism and hospitality include the “Stay and Spend” initiative, 
the €26m adaptation grant, the €10m grant for coach tourism and the revised Restart grant 
which now includes B&B’s.  Tourism enterprises will also benefit from wider horizontal sup-
ports such as the new Employment Wage Support Scheme, liquidity and enterprise investment 
measures, warehousing of tax liabilities and the extension for a further three months of the 
waiver of commercial rates.

As part of its response to Covid-19, and to drive bookings for short breaks and holidays in 
Ireland in 2020, Fáilte Ireland has invested in a number of domestic holiday campaigns since 
June of this year.  I have seen at first hand that these campaigns have been successful in getting 
Irish people to holiday at home.

All of these measures have helped the sector. I appreciate, however, that severe challenges 
remain and we need to continue to examine ways to ensure that businesses survive and recover. 
The Tourism Recovery Taskforce appointed in May has just submitted its report to me. It is 
making a number of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually 
recover. Along with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we 
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prepare for the Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

01/10/2020WRA03000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRA0310021. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the reason no additional funding has been announced for the live events 
sector since the July Stimulus; and the reason it took until September 2020 to provide an ap-
plication mechanism for that funding. [27394/20]

01/10/2020WRA0320028. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht her plans for further supports for music and events workers, who con-
tinue to be among the hardest hit by ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. [26590/20]

01/10/2020WRA0330035. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the way in which she plans to support the live gig industry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27393/20]

01/10/2020WRA0340046. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if further urgent consideration will be given to the detailed requests of the 
events and entertainment industry for adequate financial support for the sector in view of the 
very severe and ongoing impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the sector and the loss of employ-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27423/20]

01/10/2020WRA03500Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 21, 28, 35 and 46 together.

I am acutely aware of the unprecedented nature of the challenge facing live performance 
promoters and producers, not least from a financial point of view.  The Government July Stimu-
lus was announced on 23 July.  My Department has reached out to representative groups for a 
wide range of stakeholders in the entertainment sector, including representatives of professional 
musicians and independent venues,  to ensure that the measures made available reached as wide 
a base as possible.  On 9 September, I launched a number of new music and performance sup-
port schemes which made a total of €6 million available to assist in the provision of employ-
ment in the creative industries.  

The Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes designed to help sustain the 
popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, including rock, pop, hip hop, 
indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under this package, a fund of €1 
million has been put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists would usually fund with 
income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes are targeted at professional 
musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, recording and album releases.  
The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, agents, labels and publishers 
can continue to develop and share their work in the context of COVID restrictions. The Music 
Stimulus Package schemes are being managed on behalf of the Department by First Music 
Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.

Under the “Live Performance Support pilot Scheme” a further allocation of €5 million is 
being made available which aims to assist commercial venues, producers and promoters of live 
performances and provide employment to workers in the creative industries.  Applications were 
accepted by my Department for this scheme and allocations will be made on the basis of the 
number of people being employed.   

In the meantime, I have appointed an Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce which represents 
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the putting in place of a commitment in the Programme for Government to ensure that survival 
of recovery of this very important sector.  The Taskforce will be chaired by Clare Duignan and 
membership is as follows:

- Arts Council

- Business to Arts

- Council of the National Cultural Institutions

- County and City Management Association (CCMA)

- Department of Health

- Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht

- Department of Social Protection

- Ealaín na Gaeltachta

- Events Industry Alliance

- Irish Congress of Trade Unions

- National Campaign for the Arts

- Irish Music Rights Organisation

- Irish Theatre Institute

- Screen Ireland

- Screen Producers Ireland

- Denise Chaila

- Martin Hayes

The Taskforce will prepare a report for the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht including a set of recommendations on how best the arts and culture sector 
can adapt and recover from the unprecedented damage arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  
The sector includes culture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and the live entertainment indus-
try.  Taking as its starting point, the research and evidence of the devastating impact of the pan-
demic on the sector compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other stakeholders, the 
Taskforce will:-

- adopt a solution-focused approach;

- seek sector-specific expert input and consult with stakeholders;

- invite additional individuals or expertise to attend meetings on an ad hoc basis, as it deems 
necessary;

- focus on providing intelligence and recommendations for an expected on-going and vary-
ing impact of COVID-19 restrictions;

- identify immediate and medium term goals for recovery and sustainability in the sector;

- identify possible policy initiatives or impediments to a robust sustainable recovery in the 
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sector;

- recommend whole of Government policy initiatives and actions to support the sector;

- report to the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht by the 31 
October 2020 in order to provide the Government with an action-plan for the sector.

The taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course.

01/10/2020WRA03600Island Communities

01/10/2020WRA0370022. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the progress that has been made on the ionad pobail on Inis Meáin, which 
was approved under the national development plan; the stage the project is at; and the date for 
construction and completion. [24442/20]

01/10/2020WRA03800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): My 
Department provides financial support to build or upgrade community, language and recre-
ational facilities in Gaeltacht areas through its Community and Language Supports Programme.

Under this programme, I recently allocated €424,462 - equivalent to 90% of the total cost 
- to Comhlacht Forbartha Inis Meáin to enable them to begin works on the development of 
a community centre on the island.  This follows an initial allocation by my Department of 
€53,798  toward consultancy costs in relation to the project.  

The 90% allocation made in respect of this project was the first such allocation made follow-
ing the introduction of a revised policy whereby the maximum level of capital funding which 
can be provided for island-based projects by my Department under the programme has been 
increased from 80% go 90% of the total eligible costs.  This policy change represents a practi-
cal response to the significant and ongoing challenges faced by island communities.

It is hoped that the appointed contractors will begin work soon on this important project.

01/10/2020WRA03900Stadium Projects

01/10/2020WRA0400023. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the status of the redevelopment of Dalymount Park; and the timeline and funds 
allocated. [27428/20]

01/10/2020WRA04100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): In January of this year, provisional allocations totalling €77.4m for 25 projects 
under Stream 2 (construction) of the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) were an-
nounced. On 13th January additional provisional allocations of €5m for a further 7 projects 
under Stream 1 (design) of the LSSIF were announced. The Stream 1 allocations included an 
allocation of €918,750 to Dublin City Council towards the overall design cost (estimated at 
€2,450,000) for the redevelopment of Dalymount Park.

The evaluation procedures and guidelines for the LSSIF provide that once provisional al-
locations are announced, the projects being suggested for funding undergo a further process of 
due diligence. This process includes a further review of projects including economic appraisals 
and feasibility studies as appropriate to comply with the Public Spending Code and EU State 
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Aid rules. This has now been completed for the Dalymount project.

As the LSSIF is a new scheme with the first grants only announced this year, it has been 
necessary to agree an appropriate funding agreement which will protect the state investment, 
adhere to Public Spending Code requirements and provide clarity in relation to the respective 
responsibilities to ensure that projects are completed. This has involved extensive engagement 
with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. I understand that work in this regard is nearing comple-
tion  and it is expected that the Department will be in a position to forward a funding agreement 
for signature to Dublin City Council in the near future.

01/10/2020WRA04200Sports Funding

01/10/2020WRA0430024. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if the suggested €3.5 million will be allocated to clubs (details supplied) to keep 
them functioning into 2021 and potentially beyond; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [27427/20]

01/10/2020WRA04400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cathe-
rine Martin): I refer the Deputy to my earlier reply to his priority question on this matter today.

01/10/2020WRA04500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRA0460025. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the supports available to the tourist industry, including tour operators and guides, 
in view of the extent of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27431/20]

01/10/2020WRA04700Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am acutely aware of how badly impacted tour operators and guides have been 
by COVID-19. These businesses provide a vital service to the tourism industry and are impor-
tant ambassadors in the tourism experience and promoting our excellent tourism product. We 
will need them when our overseas visitors return.

The July Stimulus Package introduced significant measures to help support businesses to 
recover following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. Some of the key measures 
for tourism and hospitality include the “Stay and Spend” initiative, the €26m adaptation grant, 
the €10m grant for coach tourism and the revised Restart grant which now includes B&B’s.  
Tourism enterprises will also benefit from wider horizontal supports such as the new Employ-
ment Wage Support Scheme, liquidity and enterprise investment measures, warehousing of tax 
liabilities and the extension for a further three months of the waiver of commercial rates.  In 
addition as part of its response to Covid-19, and to drive bookings for short breaks and holidays 
in Ireland in 2020, Fáilte Ireland has invested in a number of domestic holiday campaigns since 
June of this year.

 The Tourism Recovery Taskforce appointed in May submitted its report to me this week. It 
is making a number of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually 
recover. Along with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we 
prepare for the Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

01/10/2020WRA04800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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01/10/2020WRA0490026. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the additional supports in place for local sports clubs to avail of during Covid-19; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27392/20]

01/10/2020WRA05000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am acutely aware of the particular difficulties and challenges facing sport-
ing organisations. Measures introduced by the Government to date have benefitted the sport 
sector including the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment and the series of enterprise supports.

There has been extensive engagement with the sport sector over the past number of months 
which has highlighted the significant, adverse impact of COVID-19 at all levels of the Irish 
sporting landscape.  A COVID-19 Sports Monitoring Group, chaired at Ministerial level, has 
been established to engage directly with the sporting bodies. An Expert Group on Return to 
Sport, chaired by an official of my Department, has also been established to provide advice and 
guidance to sporting bodies. 

Sport Ireland is also directly engaging with the sporting bodies on an ongoing basis.

A funding package of up to €70 million has been put in place to support the sector. The fund-
ing package, which will be administered by Sport Ireland,includes;

- Funding of up to €40m for the three main field sports organisations – the FAI, the GAA 
and the IRFU.  

- a Resilience Fund of up to €10m to support the National Governing Bodies of Sport,

- a Sports Club Resilience Fund of up to €15m to support clubs, and

- a Sports Restart and Renewal Fund of up to €5m. 

The funding will be invested through new grant schemes with Sport Ireland’s recognised 
funding partners, including the National Governing Bodies of Sport, Local Sports Partnerships 
and other funded sporting organisations. 

The closing date for applications to Sport Ireland under the COVID 19 grant schemes was 
September 14. I understand that a large number of applications was received. 39 National Gov-
erning Bodies applied on their own behalf or on behalf of their member clubs. Sport Ireland is 
currently processing and validating the applications. There is significant interest in each of the 
4 strands of funding. The process will be complete by the end of October, and an announcement 
on allocations will be made following that process. 

In addition to this funding scheme, I announced a special fund of €2.5 million as part of the 
July Jobs Stimulus to support the reopening of publicly accessible swimming pools in recogni-
tion of the particular challenges pool operators face in reopening to the public. This funding will 
also be administered by Sport Ireland. Sport Ireland is currently finalising the grant scheme. 
Full details of the scheme and the application process will be announced shortly.

01/10/2020WRA05100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRA0520027. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the further financial measures that will be considered to support the tourism 
sector in County Donegal in view of recent public health measures introduced in the county; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27370/20]
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01/10/2020WRA05300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): My colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment 
Leo Varadkar T.D., announced on September 24th, that Donegal businesses affected by the 
decision to move to Phase 3 will receive additional government funding of €2m including a 
topped up Restart Grant Plus and increased agency support.

Donegal businesses impacted by 25% or more fall in turnover will now be entitled to a 30% 
top-up, bringing the new minimum for affected counties to €5,200 and the new maximum to 
€32,500. Those that applied and received a grant previously, can receive the top up of 30%.

Applications from Donegal will be prioritised for the wide range of existing loan and vouch-
er schemes available to assist businesses affected by Covid-19 through the July Jobs Stimulus 
and other Government initiatives.

In addition Fáilte Ireland has extended the deadline for applying for the COVID-19 Adapta-
tion Fund from 8th October 2020 to 31st October 2020. This is to ensure that as many eligible 
businesses as possible are given the opportunity to open in line with Government guidelines.

The Tourism Recovery Taskforce appointed in May submitted its report to me this week. It 
is making a number of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually 
recover. Along with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we 
prepare for the Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 21.

01/10/2020WRA05700Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRA0580029. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the progress of the arts and culture recovery task force; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27359/20]

01/10/2020WRA0590041. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht her plans to ensure that all sectors of the arts, including the live entertainment 
industry, are represented on the Covid-19 arts and culture recovery task force. [27477/20]

01/10/2020WRA06000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 29 and 41 together.

I have appointed an Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce which represents the putting in 
place of a commitment in the Programme for Government.  The Taskforce is being chaired 
by Clare Duignan and its membership is drawn from a wide range of representation across arts, 
culture and events sector as follows:

- Arts Council

- Business to Arts

- Council of the National Cultural Institutions

- County and City Management Association (CCMA)

- Department of Health

- Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht
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- Department of Social Protection

- Ealaín na Gaeltachta

- Events Industry Alliance

- Irish Congress of Trade Unions

- National Campaign for the Arts

- Irish Music Rights Organisation

- Irish Theatre Institute

- Screen Ireland

- Screen Producers Ireland

- Denise Chaila

- Martin Hayes

Taking as its starting point, the research and evidence of the devastating impact of the pan-
demic on the sector compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other stakeholders, the 
Taskforce will report to me setting out recommendations on how best the arts and culture sector 
can adapt and recover from the unprecedented damage arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  
The sector includes culture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and the live entertainment indus-
try.   The Taskforce will:-

- adopt a solution-focused approach;

- seek sector-specific expert input and consult with stakeholders;

- invite additional individuals or expertise to attend meetings on an ad hoc basis, as it deems 
necessary;

- focus on providing intelligence and recommendations for an expected on-going and vary-
ing impact of COVID-19 restrictions;

- identify immediate and medium term goals for recovery and sustainability in the sector;

- identify possible policy initiatives or impediments to a robust sustainable recovery in the 
sector;

- recommend whole of Government policy initiatives and actions to support the sector;

- report to the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht by the 31 
October 2020 in order to provide the Government with an action-plan for the sector.

The Taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course.

01/10/2020WRB00200Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

01/10/2020WRB0030030. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, Cultúir, 
Spóirt agus Gaeltachta cé na pleananna atá beartaithe ag an Rialtas maidir le tithíocht agus 
pleanáil tí sa Ghaeltacht, chun cuidiú le teaghlaigh bogadh ar ais chuig an nGaeltacht; agus an 
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ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [27369/20]

01/10/2020WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is 
eol don Teachta, is cúram don Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtas Áitiúil, agus na húdaráis 
áitiúla atá faoina stiúr, cúrsa tithíochta trí chéile lena  n-áirítear tithíocht agus pleanáil tí sa 
Ghaeltacht.  Is i gcomhréir leis na forálacha ábhartha san Acht um Pleanáil agus Forbairt 2000 
mar a bhaineann siad le gnóthaí cosanta agus caomhnaithe teanga sa Ghaeltacht a bhíonn mo 
Roinn ag feidhmiú. 

Agus é sin ráite, aithnítear a thabhachtaí is atá sé, i bhfeidhmiú na mbearta agus na bpolas-
aithe éagsúla atá idir lámha ag an Roinn agus ag Údarás na Gaeltachta araon cheana féin, tim-
peallacht chuí atá inmharthanach i dtéarmaí na teanga a chothú sna ceantair Ghaeltachta a 
mheallfaidh teaghlaigh len iad féin a lonnú sa Ghaeltacht

Sa chomhthéacs sin, luafainn, mar shampla, an obair cheannródach atá idir lámha ag Údarás 
na Gaeltachta faoina bhfuil líonra de 31 mol nuálaíochta agus digiteach le ceangal ardluais 
leathanbhanda acu, á fhorbairt ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i gceantair ar fud na Gaeltachta.  Cuir-
fidh na moil dhigiteacha gteic seo líonra bríomhar d’áiseanna leathanbhanda ardluais ar fáil i 
gceantair tuaithe Ghaeltachta chun: 

- cruthú post a chothú

- cabhrú le cianobair

- filleadh dhiaspóra na Gaeltachta a spreagadh agus a chumasú

- forbairt coincheapanna, cruathaitheacht agus an nuálaíocht a spreagadh 

Leis na forbairtí seo, tabharfar deis do phobal na Gaeltachta, sa bhaile agus i gcéin, filleadh 
ar a gceantar dúchais nó cónaí ann trí dheiseanna cianoibre a chur ar fail. 

Níl amhras ar bith, go mbeidh na moil nuálaíochta seo, agus iad  fud fad na Gaeltachta, 
na hoileáin san áireamh, mar chuid lárnach den éiceachóras digiteach chun tacú le hinbhua-
naitheacht phobal na Gaeltachta.

Luafainn chomh maith céanna an obair atá idir lámha faoi láthair i nGaeltacht Chiarraí 
Theas. Tá Uíbh Ráthach i nGaeltacht Chiarraí Theas ina eiseamláir leis na céimeanna uaillm-
hianacha atá á dtógáil chun daoine a mhealladh chun cónaí a bheith orthu sa cheantar. Tá tas-
cfhórsa idirghníomhaireachta bunaithe faoi scáth na Roinne agus an Údaráis chun cabhrú leis 
an gceantar seo a athnuachan, agus iad anois ag iarraidh margaíocht a dhéanamh ar an gceantar 
mar áit chónaithe, oibre agus chun gnó a dhéanamh ann. 

Mar chuid d’obair an tascfhórsa, tá sonraí á chur le chéile den tithíocht, spásanna fion-
traíochta agus oifigí atá ar fáil sa cheantar i dtreo croíchuspóir an phlean a fhíorú; is é sin daonra 
cónaithe lán-aimseartha a mhéadú agus chun cur le líon na bpostanna agus na ngníomhaíochtaí 
atá sa cheantar. 

Bheifí ag súil leis go bhféadfadh torthaí an tsaothair seo trí chéile a bheith curtha chun 
fónaimh ag gníomhaireachtaí agus páirtithe leasmhara ábhartha mar a bhaineann sé rianú a 
dhéanamh ar cad atá indéanta i gceantair eile chun tuilleadh maolaithe a dhéanamh ar bhánú 
tuaithe.

01/10/2020WRB00500Covid-19 Pandemic
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01/10/2020WRB0060031. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the supports for artistic venues and enterprises that are not supported through the 
Arts Council and which face closures without such needed support; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27430/20]

01/10/2020WRB0070062. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if her attention has been drawn to the recent closure of a venue (details supplied) 
and the statement by the directors of the venue in the media on 23 September 2020; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [27429/20]

01/10/2020WRB00800Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 31 and 62 together.

A range of measures are in place to support venues and events activities in light of the 
challenges posed by COVID-19.  While the Arts Council provides funding to a number of arts 
centres, it also provides funding to local authorities. A number of arts centres not funded by the 
Arts Council may be eligible to apply for funding schemes through their local authorities.

Last month, I launched a number of new music and performance support schemes to aid 
employment in the creative industries.  An allocation of €5 million is being made available 
under the “Live Performance Support Scheme” which aims to assist commercial venues, pro-
ducers and promoters of live performances and provide employment to workers in the creative 
industries.

A further support package, the Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes 
designed to help sustain the popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, 
including rock, pop, hip hop, indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under 
this package, a fund of €1,000,000 is being put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists 
would usually fund with income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes 
are targeted at professional musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, 
recording and album releases.  The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, 
agents, labels and publishers can continue to develop and share their work in the context of 
COVID restrictions. The Music Stimulus Package schemes will be managed on behalf of the 
Department by First Music Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.

I have recently appointed the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce which is being chaired 
by Clare Duignan.  The membership of the taskforce includes representation from the Events 
Industry Alliance.  Taking as its starting point, the research and evidence of the devastating 
impact of the pandemic on the sector compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other 
stakeholders, the Taskforce will prepare a report to me setting out recommendations on how 
best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover from the unprecedented damage arising 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The sector includes culture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and 
the live entertainment industry.

The Taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course.

01/10/2020WRB00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRB0100032. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the number of bed and breakfasts that have availed of the restart grant since she 
announced that bed and breakfasts could avail of it; her other plans to assist this industry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27500/20]
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01/10/2020WRB01100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The July Stimulus Package introduced significant measures to help support 
businesses to recover following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. This includ-
ed changes to the restart grant which are particularly welcome for tourism businesses.  This will 
help defray the high costs incurred when closed for public health reasons.  B&Bs in non-rated 
premises will be eligible to apply for flat rate of €4,000 grant paid through Fáilte Ireland and 
the administration of the is a matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred this part of 
the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further information and direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Some of other the key measures in the July Stimulus for tourism and hospitality include 
the “Stay and Spend” initiative, the €26m adaptation grant, the €10m grant for coach tourism 
and the revised Restart grant which now includes B&B’s.  Tourism enterprises will also benefit 
from wider horizontal supports such as the Employment Wage Support Scheme, liquidity and 
enterprise investment measures, support package for pubs, bars and nightclubs,  warehousing 
of tax liabilities and the extension for a further three months of the waiver of commercial rates.

 The Tourism Recovery Taskforce appointed in May submitted its report to me this week. It 
is making a number of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually 
recover. Along with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we 
prepare for the Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

01/10/2020WRB01200Sports Events

01/10/2020WRB0130033. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if consideration will be given to extending an invitation to the organisers of the 
Tour de France (details supplied) for future stages of the race to be held along the Wild Atlantic 
Way. [25971/20]

01/10/2020WRB01400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Major Events have the potential to drive participation in sport. They can also 
contribute to trade, tourism, business, community pride, community engagement and our ongo-
ing economic growth. Such events can also drive a sense of national pride and affect both how 
we see ourselves as a nation and how we are viewed internationally. 

In the past five years Ireland has won the bid to host Ryder Cup 2026, EURO 2020 and the 
Women’s Rugby World Cup and engaged in a bid for Rugby World Cup 2023.

Ireland’s elite cyclists have represented us well this year not least of which of course was 
Sam Bennett’s impressive stage wins at the Tour de France and his success in winning the 
green jersey. The Government through Sport Ireland continue to support the national governing 
bodies for sport in Ireland, promoting elite athletes and encouraging participation.

In regard to future events, the Programme for Government contains a commitment to de-
velop a policy and a strategy for bidding and hosting Major Events and an assessment model 
for State financial support for such events.  Decisions to bid for any future major events, such 
as the Tour de France, will be made in the context of this events policy.

01/10/2020WRB01500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRB0160034. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
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Sport and the Gaeltacht the recommendations she has made for budget 2021 that will provide 
additional supports to performers, artists and arts workers during ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
and beyond; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27481/20]

01/10/2020WRB01700Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The arts and culture sectors have taken a very particular hit as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic; cultural venues and events were among the first to be closed in the coun-
try’s public health response to the crisis, and they will be among the last to recover.

I have recently appointed the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce which is being chaired 
by Clare Duignan.  Taking as its starting point, the research and evidence of the devastating 
impact of the pandemic on the sector compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other 
stakeholders, the Taskforce will prepare a report to me setting out recommendations on how 
best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover from the unprecedented damage arising 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The sector includes culture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and 
the live entertainment industry.

The Taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course.

In parallel with the work of the Taskforce, the July stimulus package included a range of 
new supports for the sector. In this context, funding for the Arts Council has been further in-
creased and last month I launched a number of new music and performance support schemes to 
aid employment in the creative industries.  An allocation of €5 million is being made available 
under the “Live Performance Support Scheme” which aims to assist commercial venues, pro-
ducers and promoters of live performances and provide employment to workers in the creative 
industries.

A further support package, the Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes 
designed to help sustain the popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, 
including rock, pop, hip hop, indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under 
this package, a fund of €1,000,000 is being put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists 
would usually fund with income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes 
are targeted at professional musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, 
recording and album releases.  The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, 
agents, labels and publishers can continue to develop and share their work in the context of 
COVID restrictions. The Music Stimulus Package schemes will be managed on behalf of the 
Department by First Music Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.

With the upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Gov-
ernment will review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.

  Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 21.

01/10/2020WRB02100Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRB0220036. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the actions taken to date to promote continued participation in sport during 
Covid-19. [27522/20]

01/10/2020WRB02300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
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responsibility for the development of sport, including the promotion of sports participation.

Research recently undertaken by Sport Ireland indicates significant and important increases 
in the number of people participating in sport and physical activity, especially in relation to rec-
reational walking and cycling. Such upwards trends are most welcome and are consistent with 
one of the key objectives of the National Sports Policy.

Sport Ireland’s network of Local Sports Partnerships (LSPs) is the primary means employed 
to deliver participation policies and actions. The LSP network operates countrywide and has 
continued to implement an exciting and innovative range of programmes, events and initiatives 
throughout the course of the pandemic. These programmes have been delivered virtually in 
some cases as needed and are aimed at supporting individuals, communities and sports clubs to 
get active by removing barriers to sport and physical activity and involvement in sport. The LSP 
programme being implemented in response to Covid-19 includes such initiatives as:

- a National BeActive Day held on the 28th June 2020;

- Activities for All – a 4-week physical activity plan for people with a disability; and

- An Older Adult Home Exercise Plan.

I am arranging for Sport Ireland to provide the Deputy with a comprehensive outline of its 
participation promotional activities. This report will also set out details of the European Week 
of Sport taking place this week in addition to the recent announcement of over €7 million in 
Dormant Accounts funding for sports projects designed specifically for those experiencing so-
cial, economic and educational disadvantage and people with disability.

01/10/2020WRB02400Sports Capital Programme

01/10/2020WRB0250037. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht when sports capital grants will be released in 2020; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27519/20]

01/10/2020WRB02600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-per-
sonal sports equipment throughout the country. The Programme for Government commits to 
continuing the SCP and to prioritise the investment in disadvantaged areas.

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to 
appeal the Department’s decision. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a 
total of 122 appeals were submitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals 
was completed in April with 6 new allocations approved. 

The priority to date this year has been to advance all projects previously allocated funding to 
ensure the facilities are available for use and that the relevant grants are drawn down. In this re-
gard, over €20m has been paid out to over 800 different sports clubs and groups so far this year.

With regard to future rounds of the programme, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
has now been completed and the terms and conditions of the next round of the programme will 
be based on the recommendations in the Review. Work on these terms and conditions is now 
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being finalised and a decision on a new round of the programme will be made after that is com-
pleted.

01/10/2020WRB02700Film Industry

01/10/2020WRB0280038. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht if it is a condition of being granted a film certificate that a producer 
company, together with the qualifying company, is required to give an undertaking in respect 
of quality employment and training, that compliance with same requires an undertaking by 
the film company that it is the employer of the crew working on the production and that, in 
the event of a dispute being referred to the Workplace Relations Commission, the undertaking 
clearly establishes that an employment relationship exists between the company and the crew; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27479/20]

01/10/2020WRB02900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Film Regulations 2019 were made by the Revenue Commissioners, in ex-
ercise of the powers conferred on them by section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 with 
the consent of the Minister for Finance, and the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media in relation to the matters to be considered regarding the issue of certification 
under section 481. To support an application to my Department, the Regulations require sub-
mission of an undertaking that in producing the film, the producer company and the qualifying 
company (“the companies”) shall provide quality employment, and training and skills develop-
ment opportunities.  In providing those opportunities the companies undertake that in the event 
that the application for certification of the film is successful, the companies shall as a condition 
of certification:

- comply in all material aspects with all applicable laws including but not limited to all obli-
gations in the field of environmental, social and employment law that apply at the place where 
the Services are provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, and collective 
agreements

- be responsible for compliance with all statutory requirements of an employer and without 
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing shall be solely responsible in law for the employ-
ment, remuneration, taxes, immigration and work permits of all personnel retained for the pur-
poses of the production of the film

- have in place written policies and procedures in relation to grievances, discipline and dig-
nity at work (including harassment, bullying and equal opportunities)

- provide details of any Work Place Commission decisions in relation to the companies or 
other companies in the film group, and where those decisions are a finding against such a com-
pany, confirmation that the finding has been followed or an explanation where the finding has 
not been followed.

Employees in Ireland benefit from a range of statutory employment protections.  Responsi-
bility for employment rights policy rests with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment which is also the Department under whose aegis the Workplace Relations Commission 
lies.  Determination of employment status in terms of PRSI are dealt with by the Scope Sec-
tion of Social Protection which has responsibility for making decisions on the insurability of 
employment. Any person, business or their representatives may apply to have an employment 
investigated to make sure that the correct PRSI Class is applied.
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01/10/2020WRB03000Departmental Strategies

01/10/2020WRB0310039. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the mission statement of her Department in respect of media, tourism, 
arts, culture, sport and the Gaeltacht, with particular reference to the urgent needs arising from 
the Covid-19 pandemic; the extent to which she has engaged with the stakeholders involved; 
the parameters within which she expects to be in a position to assist towards maintaining and 
increasing employment and public interest in the sectors in the difficult times presenting; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27366/20]

01/10/2020WRB03200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Following the announcement by the Taoiseach in June of the establishment of 
my Department bringing together a range of functions previously held by three different De-
partments of State, my Department is now in the process of developing a new mission statement 
and Statement of Strategy to encompass its broad remit.

In this context, it will be important to recognise the devastating impact of the COVID-19 
crisis on the sectors supported by my Department.  The public-facing and audience driven na-
ture of the arts, culture, tourism and sports means that each time there is an escalation for any 
county in the Level applicable under the Living with Covid Plan those sectors have been among 
the hardest hit. The Government is acutely aware of these challenges.

Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport are integral parts of the fabric of society, supporting eco-
nomic activity, physical and societal well-being. Well-being should a core principle underpin-
ning how we continue to live with COVID-19, as it will be fundamental to public confidence 
and resilience as we manage the crisis over the longer term.

My officials and I are in regular contact with stakeholders, industry, governing bodies and 
representatives in all of the sectors for which I have responsibility.  I have established a number 
of sector specific taskforces to map out plans for the recovery of the tourism, arts, culture and 
sports sectors and ensure those sectors remain viable and resilient as we continue to deal with 
the pandemic. Those taskforces include:

- The Tourism Industry Taskforce;

- The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce;

- The Night-time Economy Taskforce, and;

- An Expert Group on Return to Sport.

I will consider the views and recommendations of these taskforces in the context of Budget 
2021 and in mapping out how to best help those sectors remain viable going forward. With the 
upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Government will 
continue to review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.

01/10/2020WRB03300Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

01/10/2020WRB0340040. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, Cultúir, 
Spóirt agus Gaeltachta céard iad na tosaíochtaí beartais atá aici i leith na Gaeilge don bhliain 
seo romhainn; cá mhéad airgead atá ar fáil aici i mbliana don Ghaeilge agus don Ghaeltacht; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [26627/20]
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01/10/2020WRB03500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá to-
saíochta an Rialtais maidir leis an Ghaeilge agus an Ghaeltacht leagtha amach sa Chlár Rialtais 
a foilsíodh lé déanaí. 

Tugann an Rialtas nua aitheantas do thábhacht na Gaeilge mar chéad teanga an stáit, mar 
theanga bheo agus mar chuid dár n-oidhreacht.  Táimid diongbháilte, ní hamháin go mbeadh 
amharc níos fearr ar an teanga ach freisin go láidreofaí a húsáid laethúil mar theanga pho-
bail.  Tá sé mar aidhm ag an Rialtas agus agam féin go mbeidh daoine arb í an Ghaeilge a gcéad 
teanga cumhachtaithe mar shaoránaithe.  Tabharfaidh an Rialtas seo agus mise mar Aire, cum-
hdach do cheantair Gaeltachta agus déanfar iad a chaomhnú sa treo is go bhfanfaidh siad mar 
chroí-lár den teanga bheo.

Leanfar le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus leis na spriocanna ar 
leas na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta atá leagtha amach sa Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 a 
foilsíodh i Meitheamh 2018.  Foilseofar an chéad tuarascáil maidir le dul chun cinn an phlean 
sin go luath a chuimseoidh an tréimhse 12 mhí ó Iúil 2018 go Meitheamh 2019.

I measc na rudaí faoi leith atá luaite sa Phlean atá ag imirt tionchair dhearfaí cheana féin ar 
an nGaeltacht, tá an próiseas pleanála teanga, cláir thacaíochta éagsúla mo Roinne agus Údarás 
na Gaeltachta faoi seach chomh maith leis an bPolasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta atá á chur i 
bhfeidhm ag an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna.  

Mar a bhaineann sé leis an bpróiseas pleanála teanga, tá 18 plean teanga ceadaithe go dtí 
seo I gceantair Ghaeltachta.

Maidir leis an mbliain seo romhainn, mar is eol don Teachta,  is faoin bpróiséas meastúcháin 
a dhéanfar allúntas na Roinne a dheimhniú don bhliain 2021. Mar sin féin, tá maoiniú suntasach 
d’os cionn €50m curtha ar fáil i mbliana le haghaidh Chlár C de vóta mo Roinne mar a bhai-
neann le gnóthaí Gaeilge, Gaeltachta agus Oileán.  San áireamh leis sin, tá:

- infheistíocht bhreise ar fiú €500,000 é don phróiseas pleanála teanga a chinnteoidh go 
dtógfar ar an obair mhaith atá ar siúl faoin bpróiseas cheana féin; 

- ardú de €1m nó 11% ar sholáthar caipitil Údarás na Gaeltachta chun cur tuilleadh lena 
chumas a chlár oibre a chur chun cinn ar leas na Gaeltachta agus,

- €200,000 breise  do mhaoiniú na gcomharchumann Gaeltachta. 

Chomh maith leis sin, tá an Pacáiste Spreagtha Post ag cur €8 milliún breise ar fáil d’Údarás 
na Gaeltachta chun uasghrádú riachtanach a dhéanamh ar a stoc foirgneamh agus ar shaoráidí 
cóireála uisce chun margaíocht a dhéanamh ar spásanna monarchana atá díomhaoin i láthair 
na huaire ar mhaithe le margaíocht a dhéanamh ar thionscadail cruthaithe fostaíochta chom-
haimseartha agus sin a éascú. Cruthóidh sé seo 40-50 post nua tógála ar fud phobail Ghael-
tachta sa ghearrthéarma agus tacófar le 320 post nua níos fadtréimhsí a chruthú sa Ghaeltacht, 
i gcliantchuideachtaí de chuid Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Mar aon leis an maoiniú breise de €250,000 atá á chur ar fáil d’Ealaín na Gaeltachta chun 
tacaíocht a chur ar fáil do na healaíona traidisiúnta i dtimpeallachtaí scoile agus an próiseas 
pleanála teanga uileghabhálach sna ceantair Ghaeltachta, beidh suntas mór ag baint leis an in-
fheistíocht bhreise seo do cheantair Ghaeltachta. 

Is í an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas (CATT) a cheadaíonn na buiséid do na Forais 
Trasteorann uile, An Foras Teanga san áireamh. Mar gheall ar chúinsí polaitiúla i dTuaisceart 
Éireann, áfach, níorbh fhéidir cruinnithe CATT a eagrú ó lár 2016 i leith agus, dá bhrí sin, níl 
na buiséid i leith 2017 go 2020 ceadaithe go hoifigiúil go fóill. Idir an dá linn, ó 2017, tá sé 
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aontaithe ag na Ranna Airgeadais sa dá dhlínse go bhfeidhmeodh na Forais Trasteorann uile de 
réir na buiséid a cheadaigh an CATT ina leith don bhliain 2016. 

Tá sé i gceist go dtionólfar cruinnithe CATT arís go gairid, agus ag an am sin go gceadófar 
buiséid 2017 - 2020 agus go bpléifear gach gné d’obair an Fhoras Teanga, an buiséad do 2021 
san áireamh.

Agus mé ag tosú amach i mo théarma oifige, tá i gceist agam tógáil ar an dul chun cinn atá 
déanta cheana féin ar mhaithe le bunsraith níos láidre a thabhairt don teanga sa Ghaeltacht agus 
chun a chinntiú go láidreofar í mar ghnáththeanga labhartha na réigiún sin.

  Question No. 41 answered with Question No. 29.

01/10/2020WRB03900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRB0400042. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if she has increased the funding available to disability groups to provide sporting 
opportunities to those with a disability during the Covid-19 pandemic in view of the fact that 
many have been confined to their homes for long periods and need an outlet; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [27496/20]

01/10/2020WRB04100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): A funding package of up to €70 million was announced on 19th June to support 
the sport sector, which has been significantly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The funding 
package will be administered by Sport Ireland, which is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the development of sport.

In recognition of the disproportionate impact of COVID 19 on people with a disability, 
Sport Ireland will ring-fence a proportion of the investment so that it is targeted directly at the 
disability sport sector.  A specific Disability Sport Working Group will be established to identify 
the needs of the sector.

I am arranging for Sport Ireland to provide the Deputy with further detail on supports for 
this sector.

01/10/2020WRB04200Fostaíocht sa Ghaeltacht

01/10/2020WRB0430043. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, Cultúir, 
Spóirt agus Gaeltachta céard atá déanta ag a Roinn chun cuideachtaí a mhealladh go hEastát 
Tionscail na Tulaí i mBaile na hAbhann, Contae na Gaillimhe; an bhfuil imní uirthi faoi líon na 
bpost a cailleadh san eastát sin le blianta beaga; agus cén plean atá ag a Roinn chun cúrsaí tion-
scail san eastát a athbheochan agus cuideachtaí eile a spreagadh chun athlonnú ann. [26836/20]

01/10/2020WRB04400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): To-
saíodh ar fhorbairt eastáit tionscail ar an Tulaigh i 1983 mar acmhainn luachmhar de chuid 
Údarás na Gaeltachta mar a bhaineann sé  fostaíocht a chruthú agus gnóthaí a mhealladh chuig 
ceantar na Tulaí. 

Le beagnach 40 bliain anuas tá fostaíocht leanúnach curtha ar fáil do phobal Chonamara 
ag comhlachtaí de gach cineál ar eastát na Tulaí agus is mar sin atá sa lá atá inniu ann chomh 
maith. Fearacht gach ceantair eile cosúil leis an Tulaigh, bíonn méadú agus laghdú fostaíochta 
le sonrú ann i rith an ama - de réir mar a athraíonn cúinsí.   
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Mar léiriú air seo, b’údar díomá do chách é gurbh éigean don chomhlacht Planet Payments 
(Fintrax), scaoileadh le scór fostaithe dá chuid de bharr tionchar COVID-19 ar a ghnó. Ar an 
lámh eile, bhí deá-scéala ann le seachtain anuas go raibh HID Global Ireland Teo.  le formhór 
an líon suntasach fostaithe atá acu ar an bpáirc ghnó sa Tulaigh a choinneál ansin don tréimhse 
seo romhainn.

Tá sé dearbhaithe ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chomh maith go bhfuil siad ag obair as lámh a 
chéile le pobal an cheantair, le comhlachtaí agus gnóthaí áitiúla chun an fhostaíocht ar an eastáit 
ann a bhuanú i rith na tréimhse corraithí seo. I gcomhar le pobal an cheantair, tuigtear go bhfuil 
an tÚdarás ag féachaint le tuilleadh forbartha a dhéanamh ar an bPáirc Ghnó chun gur féidir 
áiseanna den scoth a fhorbairt a bheadh ar fáil do ghnóthaí ar mhian leo tosú amach nó lonnú 
sa cheantar.

Tuigim chomh maith go mbeidh infheistíocht shuntasach á déanamh ag Údarás na Gaeltach-
ta in infreastruchtúr an eastáit sna míonna agus blianta seo romhainn a chuimseoidh athchóiriú 
foirgnimh ann, uasghrádú a dhéanamh ar an gcóras séarachais, chomh maith le hoibreacha 
cothabhála eile.

De thoradh an méid sin, tá an tÚdarás dóchasach go mbeidh siad in ann tacú tuilleadh le 
deiseanna fiontraíochta agus fostaíochta a chothú i gceantar na Tulaí, rud a bheidh ar leas an 
cheantair trí chéile.

01/10/2020WRB04500Údarás na Gaeltachta

01/10/2020WRB0460044. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta maidir le cliantchomhlachtaí Údarás na Gaeltachta, an dtabhar-
faidh sí soiléiriú ar líon na bPleananna Teanga atá curtha le chéile ag an Údarás in 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019 agus 2020; an dtabharfaidh sí soiléiriú ar an gcórás monatóireachta atá i bhfeidhm 
chun a chinntiú go bhfuil an Ghaeilge á húsáid go nádúrtha agus go forleathan; agus an ndéan-
faidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [27096/20]

01/10/2020WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá sé 
curtha in iúl ag Údarás na Gaeltachta go bpléitear an tábhacht atá leis an nGaeilge a chur chun 
cinn i ngach réimse den ghnó mar chuid den phlé a ndéanann an tÚdarás le cliantchomhlachtaí 
dá chuidse i dtaca le gnó a bhunú nó a fhorbairt sa Ghaeltacht.

Tugtar le fios do na cliantchomhlachtaí  go bhfuil tacaíocht an Údaráis coinníollach ar phlean 
teanga a aontú agus a chur i bhfeidhm, agus léirítear dóibh chomh maith an raon tacaíochtaí atá 
ar fáil ina leith. 

Bíonn teagmháil rialta ag feidhmeannaigh an Údaráis leis na cliantchomhlachtaí  chun dul i 
bhfeidhm ar lucht bainistíochta sna comhlachtaí agus tuairiscítear go mbíonn tionchar dearfach 
ar a gcuid oibre.

Mar chuid den phróiseas pleanála teanga, tá deis ann don Údarás agus do na pobail áitiúla a 
léiriú do na cliantchomhlachtaí an tionchar gur féidir leo a imirt ina Limistéar Pleanála Teanga 
Ghaeltachta ó thaobh cur chun cinn na Gaeilge de agus a chur ina luí orthu go bhfuil ról táb-
hachtach acu i bpróiseas na pleanála teanga. 

Seo a leanas líon na bpleananna teanga a aontaíodh nó a athbhreithníodh i gcliantchom-
hlachtaí an Údaráis ó 2016 go data:
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Bliain Líon Pleananna / Cliantchomhlachtaí
2016 70
2017 35
2018 74
2019 91
2020 (go dáta) 18

01/10/2020WRB04800Tourism Promotion

01/10/2020WRB0490045. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht her plans to further promote and expand the tourism offering of the midlands; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27382/20]

01/10/2020WRB0500052. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht her plans for the development of the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands tourism 
brand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26662/20]

01/10/2020WRB05100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 52 together.

Fáilte Ireland develops and promotes the tourism potential of Ireland’s regions in line with 
the relevant tourism experience brands which, in the case of the midlands, is primarily Ireland’s 
Hidden Heartlands.  I am satisfied with progress made to date by Fáilte Ireland since the launch 
of this tourism experience brand in April 2018 and I believe that the area has great potential for 
further development.  

As a tourism experience brand, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands benefits from a broad pro-
gramme of Fáilte Ireland supports.  These supports aim to develop visitor experiences and 
associated tourism infrastructure and products; enhance industry capability and run targeted 
marketing campaigns and other promotional activity - all underpinned by coordinated leader-
ship structures, appropriate networking and community activation.  I understand the next phase 
of brand development will be further informed by Tourism Master Plans for the River Shannon 
and Beara Breifne Way – the two centrepieces of the brand offering.

As the development of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands on the ground is led by Fáilte Ireland, I 
have asked the agency to provide the Deputies with further detail on its plans for further brand 
development and expansion and promotion of the related tourism offering.  Please contact my 
private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 21.

01/10/2020WRB05500Pleanáil Teanga

01/10/2020WRB0560047. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil coinníollacha teanga i bpleanáil tithíochta agus forbar-
tha  sna ceantair Ghaeltachta pléite aici leis an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreach-
ta, nó an bhfuil sé i gceist aici iad a phlé; cé na céimeanna atá i gceist aici chun pleanáil teanga 
agus pobal na Gaeilge a chosaint i gcúrsaí pleanála agus forbartha sna ceantair Ghaeltachta. 
[27398/20]

01/10/2020WRB05700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Is 
féidir liom a dheimhniú don Teachta go bhfuil scríofa ag mo Roinn chuig na húdaráis áitiúla a 
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bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta ina ndlinse ar roinnt ócáidí thar na blianta chun a mheabhrú dóibh a 
gcuid dualgais maidir leis an nGaeilge a mheabhrú dóibh.  Tapaíonn mo Roinn na deiseanna a 
tugtar di aighneachtaí a sheoladh chuig údaráis pleanála maidir le forbairtí tithíochta a bhféad-
fadh tionchar ar úsáid teanga a imirt i gceantar Gaeltachta. 

Níos túisce i mbliana, chuir mo Roinn aighneacht chuig an Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil 
agus Oidhreachta maidir le hathbhreithniú atá á dhéanamh acu ar na treoirlínte d’údaráis pleaná-
la inar leag sí béim ar na dúshláin a fheictear bheith ag baint leis an ábhar seo go ginearálta.

Tuigimse féin agus mo Roinn an tábhacht a bhaineann le tionchar teanga bheith tógtha 
san áireamh i dtaobh forbairtí tithíochta i gceantar Gaeltachta agus leanfaimid ag tapú deise-
anna é sin a chur in iúl do na húdaráis pleanála.

01/10/2020WRB05800Arts Funding

01/10/2020WRB0590048. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if she will keep to the aim of the previous Government of doubling the arts budget 
by 2025; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27497/20]

01/10/2020WRB06000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Government remains firmly committed to the development of the arts in 
Ireland, and the key focus at this time is to address the extreme challenges posed to the sector 
by the COVID-19 crisis. In responding to the crisis the Government has committed significant 
additional funding in 2020.  Total funding for the arts and culture sector in 2020, excluding 
provisions for expenditure on administration in my Department, together with the COVID-19 
and Jobs Stimulus funding, will increase from €183 million to almost €239 million, which is an 
increase of €56 million, or more than 30%. 

The Arts Council of Ireland is the body through which primary support for the arts is deliv-
ered.  The Arts Council funding has increased in recent years and has been increased in 2020 
from €80m to €105 million to assist it in supporting artists through the crisis.

The recently appointed Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce is preparing a report including 
a set of recommendations on how best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover from 
the unprecedented damage arising from the Covid-19 pandemic. The sector includes culture, 
the arts, the audiovisual industry and the live entertainment industry.   This approach is being 
informed by research and evidence of the devastating impact of the pandemic on the sector 
compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other stakeholders. 

With the upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Gov-
ernment will review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.  As Minister I will also be looking to the longer term 
needs of the sector, recognising the important role that art and culture plays in society and our 
economy and the need to ensure a positive and sustainable future for artists and arts workers.

01/10/2020WRB06100Tourist Accommodation

01/10/2020WRB0620049. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if a financial scheme will be introduced to assist local authorities to develop areas 
for use by motorhome and camper van owners. [27362/20]

01/10/2020WRB06300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
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erine Martin): Under the Tourist Traffic Acts 1939-2016 Fáilte Ireland has specific power and 
functions in relation to the mandatory registration and grading of certain types of tourist ac-
commodation, including caravan and camping parks.  However, these regulations mainly relate 
to the quality of the product and the level of service. Neither this Department nor the tourism 
agencies have any responsibility for the development of areas dedicated to motorhomes and 
campervans.

01/10/2020WRC00200Gaelcholáistí Issues

01/10/2020WRC0030050. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if she envisages the Irish-language summer schools in the Gaeltacht proceeding 
in 2021 as they are a vital resource for rural communities. [24449/20]

01/10/2020WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): The 
Deputy may be aware that my Department, via Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge, subvents the 
cost of attending summer college in Gaeltacht regions. Under the terms of the scheme, the De-
partment provides a subsidy, currently worth €10 per day (equivalent to €220 per student for a 
three week course) which benefits over 26,000 students a year while staying in any of the c.700 
Gaeltacht households approved under the scheme. This represents a State investment of over 
€4m annually in the Irish summer colleges sector, which forms a critical part of the Gaeltacht 
economy and is estimated in overall terms to be worth €50m annually.

Following the cancellation, on 20th April 2020, of Irish summer college courses by my 
Department in the interests of protecting public health during the COVID-19 pandemic, my 
Department approved a once-off emergency measure worth €4.7m to support the stabilisation 
of the Gaeltacht Irish summer college sector. 

Under the stabilisation package, up to €3.1m is being directed at enabling college authori-
ties to refund fees/deposits to parents in full in respect of 2020 courses, while a further €1.6m 
is being allocated towards supporting the c. 700 certified Gaeltacht householders who normally 
provide accommodation to attending students.  The majority of this funding has now been paid 
out by my Department.

I should point out that the stabilisation fund was provided as a specific once-off measure 
with the overall objective of ensuring the ongoing viability of the sector. The approval of this 
stability initiative took account of the need to address without delay, issues around cash-flow 
within the summer college sector, which significantly hampered colleges’ ability to adequately 
refund fees/deposits to parents.

Based, not least, on the broadly positive feedback regarding the measure from relevant 
stakeholders within the Irish summer colleges sector,  I am satisfied that the measure was both 
necessary and effective.

In relation to 2021, the Deputy will appreciate that it is not possible at this juncture to predict 
whether summer colleges will be in a position to operate due to the ongoing pandemic. Hav-
ing said that, the Deputy may be assured that my Department will continue to carefully monitor 
the situation and will continue to engage with relevant stakeholders, including CONCOS, the 
summer colleges’ umbrella organisation, as appropriate. 

Like everyone else involved in the summer colleges sector, I look forward to working ulti-
mately towards the safe return of Irish summer colleges in the future, and the ongoing contribu-
tion of our Gaeltacht households and colleges to the development of the Irish language and to 
sustaining Gaeltacht communities.
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01/10/2020WRC00500Irish Language

01/10/2020WRC0060051. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if consideration will be given to restoring pre-recession funding to the de-
velopment scheme for Irish run by an organisation (details supplied); if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that funding for an officer to run the scheme was cut from five days per week 
to four when the economic crisis hit; her views on the valued contribution the organisation at 
its branch in Nenagh, County Tipperary, makes towards the use and promotion of the Irish lan-
guage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27361/20]

01/10/2020WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): In 
2005, Foras na Gaeilge introduced Scéim Pobal Gaeilge (SPG) - the Irish Language Com-
munity Scheme - offering local voluntary community committees the opportunity to apply for 
financial assistance towards the costs of implementing a three year business plan for the devel-
opment and enhancement of the Irish language among their respective target areas and groups. 

SPG was revised 2016 and, while the number of funded groups increased, budgetary con-
straints only allowed funding to be made available on a four-day per week basis.

In October 2019, Foras na Gaeilge submitted a discussion paper to my Department and to 
the Department for Communities in the North. This outlined a proposed revision of the existing 
scheme, seeking to align the scheme with the Government’s language planning approach - in 
line with the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language. 

The paper, which was based on consultation with relevant stakeholders, also recommended 
that the funding to groups be increased to cover salary and associated costs on a five-day basis.  

It is now proposed that a new scheme be developed focusing on the principles of language 
planning, and that a primary objective of this revised scheme should be to support government 
policies - those set out in the Gaeltacht Act 2012, in respect of Irish language networks and 
Gaeltacht service towns, and in the north as outlined in the Draft Strategy to Enhance and Pro-
tect the Development of the Irish Language.

The new scheme is currently being finalised by Foras na Gaeilge in conjunction with my 
Department and the Department for Communities in the North.  Subject to the completion of 
this process, it will be advertised publicly before the end of 2020 and will come into operation 
in July 2021.

The group referenced by the Deputy has received funding through the present scheme for 
the past nine years and has done tremendous work in promoting and developing the Irish Lan-
guage in its area.  It will, of course, be eligible to apply for the new scheme when advertised.

  Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 45.

01/10/2020WRC01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRC0120053. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the actions taken to date to support high-performance athletes during Co-
vid-19 restrictions. [27521/20]

01/10/2020WRC01300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the development of sport, including high performance sport and its funding 
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allocations. 

Sport Ireland has provided an assurance that athletes on the 2020 International Carding 
Scheme will continue to receive funding as normal for both this year and into 2021. New en-
trants will be allowed into the Scheme. This funding certainty has been widely welcomed by 
our Olympic and Paralympic community. 

Other important supports are also being provided, notably in relation to access to the world 
class facilities available at the Sport Ireland National Sports Campus in Blanchardstown. Due to 
the work and support of Sport Ireland and the NGBs our high performance athletes have already 
been back training since the 8th of June.  High performance sport is proceeding on a gradual 
and modified basis in accordance with detailed protocols.   

International travel, which is an essential part of high performance programmes, is also be-
ing facilitated and supported. Athletes may be required to travel overseas to compete in Olym-
pic/Paralympic qualification events and major championships. The Return to Sport Expert 
Group, chaired by my Department, has developed detailed guidance to assist high performance 
sport in its approach to international travel. This important support will assist athletes who need 
to travel, especially those who are still looking to qualify for the Olympics and Paralympics.

Sport has been a leader throughout this pandemic.  Our Olympic and Paralympic athletes 
have acted as great role models, showing people how to adapt, keep physically active and dem-
onstrating compliance with the guidelines in media appearances.

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my best wishes to our Olympic and Paralympic 
hopefuls. I would also like to assure them that the strong sectoral engagement that has been 
pursued by Sport Ireland will continue to apply right up to, and beyond, next year’s Games.

01/10/2020WRC01400Film Industry

01/10/2020WRC0150054. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht if her attention has been drawn to the fact that two of the major film 
producer companies here currently engaged in co-productions with major US networks which 
have been the beneficiaries of corporation tax relief in the past five years (details supplied) are 
the subject of a significant number of claims before the Workplace Relations Commission and 
the Labour Court, including penalisation for appearing before the Oireachtas Joint Committee 
on Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. [27480/20]

01/10/2020WRC01600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cathe-
rine Martin): The section 481 relief is available in respect of qualifying films, to film producer 
companies on particular expenditure provided certain conditions, as laid out in statute and regu-
lations, and as specified in the film certificate issued by my Department, are met.  There is no 
annual cap on the credit though there is a “per project” cap of up to 32% (or 37% where regional 
film development uplift applies) of the lowest of eligible expenditure; or 80% of the cost of 
production; or €70 million. The incentive applies to feature films, television dramas, animations 
and creative documentaries. All claims in respect of section 481 are now on a self-assessment 
basis and subject to Revenue’s Code of Practice for Revenue Audit and other Compliance Inter-
ventions. Under the self-assessment basis, the administration of the film corporation tax credit 
has been separated into two steps: The first step involves the certification of a film as a quali-
fying film by my Department while the second step involves the producer company making a 
claim for credit relief through Revenue’s Online Service. 

To support an application to my Department, the Regulations require submission of an un-
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dertaking that in producing the film, the producer company and the qualifying company (“the 
companies”) shall provide quality employment, and training and skills development opportuni-
ties. This is known as the ‘TAB M Undertaking’ and in the event that the application for certi-
fication of the film is successful, the TAB M Undertaking commits companies to: comply in all 
material aspects with all applicable laws, including employment law; be responsible for com-
pliance with all statutory requirements of an employer; have written policies and procedures 
in relation to grievances, discipline and dignity at work; and provide details of any Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) decisions in relation to the companies or other companies in the 
film group, and where those decisions are a finding against such a company, confirmation that 
the finding has been followed or an explanation where the finding has not been followed. It is 
a standard condition of section 481 Certificates that both the producer company and qualifying 
company shall continue to comply with the conditions of the TAB M undertaking while pro-
ducing the certified film and to have available, as part of the compliance report required under 
Regulation 10 of the Film Regulations 2019, any Work Place Commission decisions in relation 
to any company in the film group. 

The WRC is a statutorily independent office of the Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation.  It is tasked, inter alia, with the adjudication of employment rights and complaints 
of penalisation pursuant to the Protected Disclosures Act.  The decisions of the WRC and its 
appellant body, the Labour Court are publically available.  The WRC does not comment on 
individual cases and it would not be appropriate for me to comment on cases that are currently 
before the WRC.

01/10/2020WRC01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRC0180055. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht her plans to support cultural events in line with the recently published 
Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27380/20]

01/10/2020WRC01900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The arts and culture sectors have taken a very particular hit as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic; cultural venues and events were among the first to be closed in the coun-
try’s public health response to the crisis, and they will be among the last to recover. 

I have recently appointed the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce which is being chaired 
by Clare Duignan.  The membership of the taskforce includes representation from the Events 
Industry Alliance.  Taking as its starting point, the research and evidence of the devastating 
impact of the pandemic on the sector compiled by the Department, the Arts Council and other 
stakeholders, the Taskforce will prepare a report to me setting out recommendations on how 
best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover from the unprecedented damage arising 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The sector includes culture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and 
the live entertainment industry. 

The Taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course.

In parallel with the work of the Taskforce, the July stimulus package included a range of 
new supports for the sector. In this context, funding for the Arts Council has been further in-
creased and last month I launched a number of new music and performance support schemes to 
aid employment in the creative industries.  An allocation of €5 million is being made available 
under the “Live Performance Support Scheme” which aims to assist commercial venues, pro-
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ducers and promoters of live performances and provide employment to workers in the creative 
industries.

A further support package, the Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes 
designed to help sustain the popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, 
including rock, pop, hip hop, indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under 
this package, a fund of €1,000,000 is being put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists 
would usually fund with income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes 
are targeted at professional musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, 
recording and album releases.  The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, 
agents, labels and publishers can continue to develop and share their work in the context of 
COVID restrictions. The Music Stimulus Package schemes will be managed on behalf of the 
Department by First Music Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.

With the upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Gov-
ernment will review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.

01/10/2020WRC02000Sports Funding

01/10/2020WRC0210056. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the timeline for the reopening of the large-scale sport infrastructure fund; the 
amount of funding to be allocated to the next round of the fund; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [27405/20]

01/10/2020WRC02200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The National Sports Policy published in 2018 provided for the establishment of 
a Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The National Development Plan has provided 
a capital allocation of at least €100m over the period to 2027 for the Fund. The aim of the fund 
is to provide support for larger sports facilities where the Exchequer investment is greater than 
the maximum amount (€300,000) available under the Sports Capital Programme (SCP).

Provisional Grants totalling €82.5m were announced in January of this year. The evalua-
tion procedures and guidelines for the LSSIF provide that once provisional allocations are an-
nounced, the successful projects will undergo a further process of due diligence. This process 
includes a further review of projects including economic appraisals and feasibility studies as 
appropriate to comply with the Public Spending Code. This work is continuing and the prior-
ity in the short term is on advancing the projects allocated funding in January. While it is not 
proposed to open the fund for new applications at present, it is planned to review progress 
on existing grants in 2021 when the question of whether or not it would be appropriate to seek 
new applications will be considered.

01/10/2020WRC02300Tourism Promotion

01/10/2020WRC0240057. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the progress of plans to promote areas such as the Lee valley as being 
near the Wild Atlantic Way; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27426/20]

01/10/2020WRC02500Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): At the end of June Fáilte Ireland launched a new domestic marketing campaign 
‘Make a Break for It’ which is running across all media channels between now and mid-October 
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2020. The campaign is designed to drive consumers to all areas of the country including the 
Lee Valley in Cork.  Fáilte Ireland has also profiled a number of Lee Valley tourist attractions 
in their Wild Atlantic Way 2020 brochures. 

The Lee Valley has also featured on Fáilte Ireland’s recently launched new look DiscoverI-
reland.ie website for domestic visitors.  The website has been redesigned as a one-stop shop for 
domestic visitors, showcasing the wealth of things to see and do across Ireland.

It should be noted that all marketing plans are kept under constant review in line with the 
Government’s public health measures and announcements on the Living with Covid-19 Plan.  
From mid-October Fáilte Ireland intends to transition back to its ‘Keep Discovering’ campaign 
to drive awareness of Ireland as a holiday destination to the domestic audience and stimulate 
the demand for staycations.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to provide the Deputy with further information on their work de-
veloping and promoting tourism in the Lee Valley.  I ask him to contact my private office if he 
does not receive a reply within ten working days.

01/10/2020WRC02600Film Industry

01/10/2020WRC0270058. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if she has engaged with the Minister for Finance ahead of budget 2021 on the 
ongoing need to ensure that the tax regime here remains supportive of and attractive to film and 
television production. [27377/20]

01/10/2020WRC02800Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): While Budget 2021 is a matter for the Ministers for Finance and Public Expen-
diture and Reform, I as Minister, take every opportunity at Government and with my Ministe-
rial colleagues to highlight the importance and value of the culture and audiovisual sectors and 
the benefits of increasing public investment in them. Government policy supports the film and 
television sector in a number of ways to create an attractive environment for film production: 
through funding for Screen Ireland, international film co-production treaties, an annual interna-
tional programme of Irish film festivals, and the engagement of high-profile talent to project a 
positive image of Ireland and reflect Ireland as a creative place. 

The section 481 tax credit system is also a vital part of the financial infrastructure of the 
audiovisual industry in Ireland. Its importance is highlighted in the Government’s Audiovisual 
Action Plan under Pillar 4 of the Creative Ireland programme which is designed to deliver on 
ambitions to make Ireland a leader in the audiovisual sector and contains a number of recom-
mendations in respect of our tax regime. Significant work has taken place in this area in the past 
year.  In July 2019, the EU Commission gave State Aid approval in respect of two aspects of 
Irelands tax credit: the extension of the Section 481 credit until 2024 which provides certainty 
for film production companies on the future availability of the credit, ensuring the continued 
growth of our film industry; and the introduction of the Regional Film Development Uplift 
which offers an additional tapered tax credit over a period of 4 years and supports the develop-
ment of a vibrant creative audio-visual sector across the country. The Department of Finance is 
represented on the Audiovisual Action Plan Steering Group, which will continue to keep sec-
tion 481 under review over the lifetime of the Audiovisual Action Plan.

01/10/2020WRC02900Culture Policy
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01/10/2020WRC0300059. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht further to Parliamentary Question No. 16 of 22 July 2020, the status of 
the performance delivery agreement with Galway 2020; if the Irish language officer has been 
reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27092/20]

01/10/2020WRC03100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): My Department has in place a Performance Delivery Agreement with Galway 
2020 which addresses the respective roles and responsibilities of the Department and the Com-
pany in the management of the Government commitment to Galway 2020 European Capital of 
Culture and the terms and conditions attached to the drawdown of funding. The Performance 
Delivery Agreement was signed on 6 November 2018 and covers the period to 1 July 2021.

With regard to the Irish language officer, it is my understanding that Galway 2020 does not 
plan to reappoint an Irish Language Officer at this time but will consider engaging Irish lan-
guage services, as required. I am pleased to advise, however, that the Irish language features 
prominently in the revised cultural programme that I approved in July, with 7 of the 28 projects 
either solely in Irish or fully bilingual.

01/10/2020WRC03200Tourism Policy

01/10/2020WRC0330060. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the status of consideration of the report by the tourism recovery task 
force. [27379/20]

01/10/2020WRC03400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Tourism Recovery Taskforce was appointed to prepare a Tourism Recovery 
Plan which will include a set of recommendations on how best the Irish tourism sector can adapt 
and recover in the changed environment as a result of the pandemic. I received its Final Report 
this week and, together with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations 
in the context of Budget 2021 and the National Economic Plan.

01/10/2020WRC03500Toghcháin d’Údarás na Gaeltachta

01/10/2020WRC0360061. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil an t-athbhreithniú arna ghealladh ar struchtúr Údarás 
na Gaeltachta tosaithe go fóill; an féidir léi an gealltanas a thug an tAire Stáit in agallamh 
teilifíse le TG4 a neartú os comhair na Dála, arb é go ndéanfaidh an Rialtas toghcháin Údarás 
na Gaeltachta a thabhairt ar ais. [27395/20]

01/10/2020WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Luaitear 
sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfar athbhreithniú ar struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin agus rialachais Údarás 
na Gaeltachta, agus ar an bpróiseas roghnúcháin do Bhord an Údaráis. 

Faoi láthair, tá cúigear comhalta a d’ainmnigh na hÚdaráis Áitiúla a bhfuil ceantar Gael-
tachta faoina gcúram acu ar an mbord. Cinntíonn sé seo go bhfuil bunús daonlathach le bord 
Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Chomh maith leis sin, roghnaítear seachtar comhalta - bunaithe ar chomórtas poiblí a ea-
graítear faoi scáth na Seirbhíse um Cheapacháin Phoiblí.  Cinntíonn an próiseas seo go bhfuil 
daoine leis an saineolas agus na scileanna cuí á roghnú don chúram – rud atá ar leas an Údaráis 
agus an phobail ar a dhéanann sé freastal mar fhoras stáit.  
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Is fiú dom a rá go mbeidh an Bord reatha ann go dtí mí Eanáir 2023 agus go bhfuil an cur 
chuige reatha mar a bhaineann sé le struchtúr Bord Údarás na Gaeltachta ag feidhmiú go sásúil 
faoi láthair.

É sin ráite, gealladh sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfaí athbhreithniú ar struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin 
agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta agus tá sé mar sprioc agam go gcuirfear tús leis an obair 
sin  chomh luath is féidir.

Question No. 62 answered with Question No. 31.

01/10/2020WRC04100Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRC0420063. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the status of safety guidelines for the events and music sector to con-
tinue their trade in bars and music venues. [26591/20]

01/10/2020WRC04300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cathe-
rine Martin): The Government’s Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021, the Plan for Living with 
COVID-19, reflects a cross-government approach to managing the pandemic for the coming 
months.  This Plan sets out how the balance between public health, economic and social aspects 
of living with COVID-19 will operate in the short to medium term.  It brings greater certainty 
so that society and business can move forward.

While most of the country is now at Level 2 of the Roadmap, the Government has decided 
that the entire counties of Dublin and Donegal will be placed on Level 3 of the Framework 
for Restrictive Measures and remain at Level 3 for a period after which the situation will be 
reviewed by the Government.

All businesses and employers continue to be obliged to implement and observe the Return 
to Work Safety Protocol to protect their employees, visitors and customers.  The Health and 
Safety Authority is responsible for the implementation of the Protocol which is available at 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/22829a-return-to-work-safely-protocol/.

01/10/2020WRC04400Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

01/10/2020WRC0450064. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta cá bhfuil na dréacht-chaighdeáin teanga do Bhille na dTeanga-
cha Oifigiúla a gealladh sa Chlár Rialtais laistigh de thrí mhí ó bunaíodh an Rialtas nua; agus é 
ráite aici agus ag an Aire Stáit go bhfuil leasuithe ag teastáil sula n-achtófar Bille na dTeangacha 
Oifigiúla, cé na lochtanna atá sa Bhille, a bhí os comhair na Dála deiridh, atá i gceist acu iad a 
leasú sula n-achtófar é. [27396/20]

01/10/2020WRC04600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar 
is eol don Teachta, tá gealltanas sonrach tugtha i gClár an Rialtais seo, go ndéanfar Bille na 
dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) a achtú roimh dheireadh na bliana seo.

Le hachtú an Bhille seo, tá i gceist, mar chuid de, go ndéanfar deireadh a chur le córas na 
scéimeanna teanga agus córas nua a chuir i bhfeidhm ag baint úsáide as rialacháin chun caigh-
deáin teanga a leagan síos do na comhlachtaí poiblí a thagann faoi scáth an Achta.  Tá oifigigh 
mo Roinne i mbun dréachtú na gcaighdeán seo i láthair na huaire. 

Rinneadh an Bille a fhoilsiú i Nollaig 2019 agus is é príomhchuspóir an bhille ná Acht na 
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dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 a leasú ionas go mbeifear in ann feabhas a chur ar sholáthar seirbhí-
sí poiblí trí Ghaeilge agus líon na gcainteoirí Gaeilge a earcaítear sa seirbhís phoiblí a mhéadú.  
Tá mé ag súil an Bille a thabhairt ar ais os comhar na dTithe, ag céim ag dó, áit a mbeidh deis 
ag an Teach an Bille a phlé agus moltaí maidir le leasuithe a chur chun cinn.

01/10/2020WRC04650Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRC0467565. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the supports in place for sporting organisations whose running costs remain the 
same but have lost income as a result of reduced fundraising opportunities and loss of script, 
membership and affiliation fees. [17382/20]

Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am acutely aware of the particular difficulties and challenges facing sporting 
organisations. Measures introduced by the Government to date have benefitted the sport sector 
including the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and 
the series of enterprise supports.

  There has been extensive engagement with the sport sector over the past number of months 
which has highlighted the significant, adverse impact of COVID-19 at all levels of the Irish 
sporting landscape.  A COVID-19 Sports Monitoring Group, chaired at Ministerial level, has 
been established to engage directly with the sporting bodies. An Expert Group on Return to 
Sport, chaired by an official of my Department, has also been established to provide advice and 
guidance to sporting bodies.

  Sport Ireland is also directly engaging with the sporting bodies on an ongoing basis.

  A funding package of up to €70 million has been put in place to support the sector. The 
funding package, which will be administered by Sport Ireland, includes;

  - Funding of up to €40m for the three main field sports organisations – the FAI, the GAA 
and the IRFU.

  - a Resilience Fund of up to €10m to support the National Governing Bodies of Sport,

  - a  Sports Club Resilience Fund of up to €15m to support clubs, and

  - a Sports  Restart and Renewal Fund of up to €5m.

  The funding will be invested through new grant schemes with Sport Ireland’s recognised 
funding partners, including the National Governing Bodies of Sport, Local Sports Partnerships 
and other funded sporting organisations.

  The closing date for applications to Sport Ireland under the COVID 19 grant schemes was 
September 14. I understand that a large number of applications was received. 39 National Gov-
erning Bodies applied on their own behalf or on behalf of their member clubs. Sport Ireland is 
currently processing and validating the applications. There is significant interest in each of the 
4 strands of funding.  The process will be complete by the end of October and an announcement 
on allocations will be made at that time.

  In addition to this funding scheme, I announced a special fund of €2.5 million as part of the 
July Jobs Stimulus to support the reopening of publicly accessible swimming pools in recogni-
tion of the particular challenges pool operators face in reopening to the public. This funding will 
also be administered by Sport Ireland. Sport Ireland is currently finalising the grant scheme. 
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Full details of the scheme and the application process will be announced shortly.

01/10/2020WRC04700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRC0480066. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if she will recommend that all workers from the arts and live entertainment in-
dustries, based upon such workers being certified by a reference from a relevant employer or an 
Irish cultural organisation, are made eligible for full payment of the €350 pandemic unemploy-
ment payment for the duration of the shutdown of live entertainments and artistic events due to 
Covid-19. [27478/20]

01/10/2020WRC04900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Government has put in place a range of supports for the arts, culture and 
live entertainment sectors developed following a wide ranging consultation with sectoral stake-
holders. While, as the Deputy will be aware, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is the 
responsibility of my colleague Minister Humphreys, Minister for Social Protection, I will con-
tinue to engage with those affected, and with colleagues across Government, to assess appropri-
ate measures to support artists in making and presenting work in light of the evolving challenge 
posed by COVID-19.

01/10/2020WRC05000Sports Organisations

01/10/2020WRC0510067. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if an association (details supplied) will be encouraged to roll out pay equality 
for the senior Irish women’s football team with their male counterparts; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27406/20]

01/10/2020WRC05200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Government has demonstrated its commitment to women’s sport over 
many years, and considerable Exchequer funding has been allocated to programmes aimed at 
encouraging women’s active and social participation in sport. I would highlight in this regard 
the Sport Ireland Women in Sport programme established in 2005, which has provided funding 
support of over €20 million to a broad range of programmes aimed at increasing participation 
by women and girls. My predecessors Shane Ross and Brendan Griffin, T.D. were enthusias-
tic supporters of the Federation of Irish Sport’s 20 x 20 campaign and my colleague Minister 
Chambers has already been in discussions with the Federation on how Government can do more 
to support this initiative.

In respect to the sporting body referred to by the Deputy, at the outset I must recognise that 
as a National Governing Body of sport the Government respects the indepenence and autonomy 
of this association in organising its competitions, selecting international teams and other mat-
ters. Payments to international players is a matter for the association itself, and neither I nor my 
Department have any role in determining the level of payments for the different international 
teams selected by this or any other National Governing Body of sport.

With that being said, it is important to recognise that when the members of the women’s 
international team referred to by the Deputy highlighted challenges in their remunerations and 
conditions, my predecessor Minister Ross raised the issue with the association concerned on 
a number of occasions. In 2018 the Minister provided additional funding to support the wom-
en’s international team referred to by the Deputy. In 2019, in spite of a number of challenges, 
my Department and Sport Ireland made arrangements to ensure that funding allocated for the 
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women’s international team was disbursed to them and used to support their preparations for 
international fixtures.

I want to thank the Deputy for highlighting this important issue and I can assure him that 
I will indeed discuss the question of equality for the men’s and women’s senior international 
teams with the sporting association concerned at the earliest opportunity. I would like to assure 
the Deputy that the importance of women’s sport is something I will be highlighting in all my 
contacts with national and international sporting bodies.

01/10/2020WRC05300Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

01/10/2020WRC0540068. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta cén dáta a fhoilseofar Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [27094/20]

01/10/2020WRC05500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tuigim 
go maith an tábhacht atá leis an mBille seo, a foilsíodh i Nollaig 2019, do phobal labhartha na 
Gaeilge. 

Tá teagmháil déanta le mo Roinn ag páirtithe leasmhara cheana féin, an Coimisinéir Teanga 
agus Conradh na Gaeilge san áireamh, lena gcuid moltaí maidir leis an mBille.  Ag eascairt as 
na teagmhálacha sin, bhí cruinniú agam féin leis na páirtithe leasmhara céanna le déanaí chun 
a gcuid moltaí a phlé.  

Táthar ag súil leis an mBille a thabhairt ar ais os comhar na dTithe, ag an dara céim, go gair-
id.  Mar atá geallta sa Chlár Rialtais, tá i gceist go mbeadh an Bille achtaithe roimh dheireadh 
na bliana.

01/10/2020WRC05600Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRC0570069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the degree to which she can assist the events, tourism and sport sectors 
which have been severely and negatively hit by the Covid-19 virus; the extent to which she has 
engaged with those involved with a view to a longer term strategy in an effort to maintain em-
ployment in these vital areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27367/20]

01/10/2020WRC05800Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The COVID-19 crisis has had a devastating and unprecedented impact on the 
sectors for which I have responsibility.  Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport are integral parts of 
the fabric of society, supporting economic activity, physical and societal well-being. Well-being 
should a core principle underpinning how we continue to live with COVID-19, as it will be 
fundamental to public confidence and resilience as we manage the crisis over the longer term.

My officials and I are in regular contact with stakeholders, industry, governing bodies and 
representatives in all of the sectors for which I have responsibility.  I have established a number 
of sector specific taskforces to map out plans for the recovery of the tourism, arts, culture and 
sports sectors and ensure those sectors remain viable and resilient as we continue to deal with 
the pandemic. Those taskforces include:

- The Tourism Industry Taskforce;

- The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce;
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- The Night-time Economy Taskforce, and;

- An Expert Group on Return to Sport.

I will consider the views and recommendations of these taskforces in the context of Budget 
2021 and in mapping out how to best help those sectors remain viable going forward. With the 
upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Government will 
continue to review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.

01/10/2020WRD00200Enterprise Ireland

01/10/2020WRD0030070. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the case of a person; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27831/20]

01/10/2020WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme, administered on my Department’s behalf by En-
terprise Ireland, supports companies in the indigenous retail sector who have already started 
an online journey, to further enhance and strengthen their online presence, which will have the 
most immediate impact enabling them to respond to both domestic and international consumer 
demand with a competitive online offer.

The call for applications under this scheme closed at 3pm on 28th Sept 2020 and all ap-
plications are currently being reviewed by Enterprise Ireland.  Eligible applications will be put 
forward for assessment in the coming weeks.  Ineligible applicants will be notified once all ap-
plications have been reviewed.

Following enquiries made with Enterprise Ireland, I can confirm that an application has 
been received under Call 2 of this scheme from an applicant referenced by the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRD00500Youth Unemployment

01/10/2020WRD0060071. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he has reviewed the detailed report written by a person (details supplied) regarding 
the threat to 114,000 jobs, many among younger workers in the 15-to-24-years age group, in 
the drinks and hospitality industry; the way in which he plans to provide meaningful support 
to the sector and protect these jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27942/20]

01/10/2020WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am conscious that the economic impact of COVID-19 has not been the same across all 
sectors of the economy. For some sectors, especially those that require personal contact with 
customers, such as hospitality, it has been more difficult to adapt to social distancing require-
ments.  We also know our young people have been disproportionally impacted by COVID-19 
and we must ensure they are not left behind.

To date the Government has provided enhanced provisions economy wide totalling almost 
€20 billion. While these supports are wide ranging, they will by their nature be of most assis-
tance to the most heavily impacted firms and sectors.

The July Stimulus Package was, as promised, a package of measures of sufficient scale that 
demonstrates the commitment this Government has to save enterprises, limit the damage to our 
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economy wreaked by this pandemic and get our people back to work. Indeed, it is bigger in 
scale than most budgets and it is being deployed at speed and includes:

- A new Employment Wage Support Scheme that will succeed the Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and run until April 2021;

- Restart Grants of up to €25,000 available to a broad category of businesses such as hair-
dressers, sports clubs, cafes, restaurants, B&Bs, and independent hotels to help cover the costs 
incurred during closure and reopening costs;

- The ‘Stay and Spend’ initiative will see consumers benefit by up to €125 each for expen-
diture on hospitality activities during the traditional ‘off peak’ for this sector;

- A €10 million Restart Fund for the Tourism Sector;

- The new €2 billion COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme to provide Irish businesses with 
access to low cost loans as they respond to the impacts of COVID-19. This is the biggest ever 
state-backed loan guarantee in Ireland;

- The recently reopened Microfinance Ireland Covid-19 Loan scheme; and

- Several other initiatives to provide vital liquidity to all firms who are experiencing impacts 
have been introduced including rates waivers, temporary VAT reductions, delayed payment of 
PAYE and VAT debts, in part or in full, for a set period with no interest or penalties, and the 
early carry back of trading losses providing immediate cash-flow support to previously profit-
able companies.

Recognising the economic impact of Covid-19 on pubs, bars and nightclubs, and to assist 
planning and adaptation for their re-opening, an additional €16 million support package for this 
sector was announced at the end of August. This included a 40% Restart Grant Plus Top Up for 
pubs, bars and nightclubs that remain closed to help them to reopen, a waiver of court fees and 
associated excise and stamp duties relating to the renewal of pub and other liquor licences in 
2020 and a waiver of excise duty on on-trade liquor licences on renewal in 2020.

While we have, and will continue to, help our business, we are also assisting those who may 
have lost their jobs as a result of COVID-19 or whose jobs continue to be in a precarious posi-
tion, getting staff back to work and creating new opportunities for those unable to return to their 
old jobs. Indeed, a €200 million investment in education and training was announced in the July 
Stimulus. To support people without jobs, especially young people the July Stimulus included:

- A clear timeline for the continuation of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment will help to 
provide assurances to those who suffered job losses;

- A new Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme to assist employers to continue to recruit 
apprentices during the immediate Covid-19 period;

- Funding for some 60,000 places in further and higher education, skills training, and work 
placement and experience schemes; and

- The JobsPlus Scheme that will provide subsidies to encourage employers to hire someone 
under the age of 30 who is on the Live Register or the Pandemic Unemployment Payment.

Having come through the initial economic shock with unprecedented levels of State in-
tervention stabilising the economy, the focus is now on sustaining the recovery in the face of 
uncertainty and disruption while seeking to minimise permanent loss of economic activity and 
employment. As such, the next steps in our recovery journey will be mapped out in the October 
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budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan, which I expect to be launched in Novem-
ber.

01/10/2020WRD00800Legislative Measures

01/10/2020WRD0090072. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if legislation will be introduced requiring companies to offer customers an email contact 
for purposes such as complaints, cancellation of contracts and queries regarding services to 
ensure that records of such interactions can be recorded by both parties and that communication 
channels are not set up in such a way that they are intentionally difficult to navigate. [27761/20]

01/10/2020WRD01000Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Telecommunications service providers are regulated by the Commission for Communications 
Regulation (ComReg), which operates independently of my Department.  The telecommunica-
tions regulatory framework, which ComReg implements, requires each telecommunications 
services provider to establish and operate a code of practice, including requirements for com-
plaint handling and means of contact.  Service providers must implement these measures, at a 
minimum, to assist consumers (including businesses) when they need to contact them with a 
complaint. A copy of the code of practice, which includes the three ways in which consumers 
can contact service providers, one of which is by electronic means of contact such as an email 
address or an online complaint form, can be accessed at: https://www.comreg.ie/code-practice-
handling-complaints/.

Any operator failing to comply with any of these requirements is a matter to be pursued by 
ComReg.

01/10/2020WRD01100Air Pollution

01/10/2020WRD0120073. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the position on banning smoky coal fuel; and if provisions will be made for exemp-
tions for certain vintage machinery such as locomotive engines and tractors. [27829/20]

01/10/2020WRD01300Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
From 1 September 2020, I established 13 new Low Smoke Zones (LSZs). The effect of this 
latest important step is that all Irish towns with populations in excess of 10,000 are now LSZs 
within which the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal is prohibited. This will 
have a positive impact in terms of reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels in the 
areas selected, with consequent public health benefits for residents of these new zones.

We have given a commitment in the Programme for Government to work towards a full na-
tionwide extension of the regulations over the lifetime of the Government.  The Department is 
taking the first step in this process by developing a public consultation document which recog-
nises the need for a more comprehensive approach to the regulation of solid fuel  generally, in-
cluding other smoky fuels in addition to bituminous coal, with a view to ensuring a transition to 
lower polluting fuels for residential heating. Responses received to the consultation will help to 
inform the decisions to be made regarding the implementation and enforcement of a nationwide 
extension. It is intended to commence this public consultation process later this year.

In relation to vintage machinery, the current ban on the sale, marketing, distribution and 
burning of bituminous coal applies to such coal that is placed on the market for residential heat-
ing. This means there is no prohibition on the burning of bituminous coal for the purposes of 
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powering vintage machinery such as the examples given by the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRD01400Air Quality

01/10/2020WRD0150074. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions if his attention has been drawn to the findings of the Environmental Protection Agency 
air quality report; the steps he is taking to reduce nitrogen dioxide levels and mitigate the risks 
associated with concentrations of nitrogen dioxide in towns and cities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27939/20]

01/10/2020WRD01600Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am 
aware of the findings of this report.  As part of the ongoing work to reduce overall levels of 
nitrogen dioxide (NOx)  in certain areas, my Department has been working on a number of 
measures.

Firstly, implementation of the Climate Action Plan 2019 will help ameliorate transport-
related NOx, and also Non-Methane Volatile Organic Compound (NMVOC), emissions. Key 
measures include:

- Putting 180,000 electric vehicles on our roads by 2025 and almost 1 million by 2030

- Steps to decarbonise the public transport fleet

- The development of a 5-year Cycling Strategy, and the roll-out of 200km of new cycle 
lanes through Bus Connects

- Encouraging a transition to public transport through a new Park and Ride Strategy to help 
reduce congestion and lower journey times

- Legislating for no new fossil fuel vehicles to be sold from 2030 onwards

In addition, officials from the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions and the Department of Transport are co-chairing a working group on Urban Transport-
Related Air Pollution (UTRAP), comprising representatives of the two Departments as well 
as the Departments of Health, Finance, and Public Expenditure and Reform, the Dublin Local 
Authorities, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and various bodies in the transport 
sector. This group will report later this year with recommendations to address pollution from 
traffic.

These measures will complement the work of my Department in developing a Clean Air 
Strategy, which will set out and give effect to clean air policies a manner consistent with na-
tional, EU and international policy considerations and priorities.

Finally, my Department funds, and is informed by, an on-going research programme into 
outdoor air pollution overseen by the EPA. Reports of recent EPA air quality research projects 
are available online at https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/research/air/.

01/10/2020WRD01700Climate Action Plan

01/10/2020WRD0180075. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the category and weighting used for consideration of projects under the climate action 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27989/20]
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01/10/2020WRD01900Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
first call for  applications for Climate Action Fund support was launched in 2018 with applica-
tions being accepted between 17 September 2018 and 1 October 2018. The application form, 
available at this link - https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/CAF%20Call%20for%20Applica-
tions.pdf - sets out a range of information relevant to an application, including the types of 
projects eligible for support, the mandatory requirements, the terms and conditions, and the 
assessment criteria. Section 5 of this document sets out information on the assessment process, 
including in relation to the mandatory requirements and the following four detailed assessment 
criteria used to rank projects:

(1) Contribution to Ireland’s climate and energy targets and wider Government policy pri-
orities (35% weighting);

(2) Cost effectiveness (30% weighting);

(3) Innovation and quality (30% weighting); and

(4) Partnerships (5% weighting).

The Deputy may wish to note that preparations are underway to launch a second call for 
applications for support shortly. The application form for the second call will provide similar 
clarity on the types of projects that may be supported and the assessment criteria.

01/10/2020WRD02000Air Pollution

01/10/2020WRD0210076. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the steps he is taking to ensure that smoky coal cannot be imported from Northern 
Ireland after 31 December 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27990/20]

01/10/2020WRD02200Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Programme for Government commits to extending the “smoky” coal ban to new towns and, 
over the term of Government, move towards a full nationwide ban.

As the full nationwide ban is not yet in place, it will remain legal to sell, market, distribute 
and burn bituminous coal in areas outside of Low Smoke Zones after 31 December 2020, and 
to import such coal from Northern Ireland or elsewhere.The usual enforcement process will ap-
ply to ensure that bituminous coal will not be sold, marketed, distributed or burned within Low 
Smoke Zones.

My Department is working with a number of agencies to devise a new multi-agency en-
forcement programme on solid fuels used for residential heating.  Additionally we have issued 
letters to all coal companies in Ireland and Northern Ireland advising there is no legal market 
in Ireland for solid fuel with a sulphur content in excess of 2% for domestic heating purposes.

While enforcement is primarily a matter for the Local Authorities, the Government is com-
mitted to strengthening enforcement of air quality regulation and my Department will be engag-
ing with local authorities in that regard. The issue of effective enforcement will also be consid-
ered in the forthcoming public consultation on a nationwide approach to solid fuel regulation.

01/10/2020WRD02300EU Legislation

01/10/2020WRD0240077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
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nications if consideration is being given to the need to ensure compliance with EU legislation 
in the context of a review of recyclability provisions as opposed to further extension beyond 
that which might create a serious disadvantage for small to medium-sized businesses here in the 
packaging industry, which could cause serious loss of employment; if he will ensure that the EU 
standards remain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28068/20]

01/10/2020WRD02500Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My 
Department launched the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy on 4 September 2020. The 
new plan contains a specific chapter on plastics and packaging waste, which outlines a number 
of measures to achieve optimum results in this area.

The action plan confirms that we will work with packaging suppliers to ensure they play 
their part in reducing primary, secondary and tertiary packaging waste arising and ensuring that 
all packaging on the market is reusable or recyclable in an economically viable way by 2030. 
In addition, I can confirm that Ireland will support the environmentally ambitious approach 
in discussions with the European Commission as the review of the essential requirements for 
packaging is progressed.

01/10/2020WRD02600Bus Services

01/10/2020WRD0270078. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that drivers (details supplied) are being asked to work hours in contravention 
of the road transport working time directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27780/20]

01/10/2020WRD02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) monitors compliance with and enforces driver hours’ 
legislation and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA for attention. I have also for-
warded the Deputy’s question to Bus Éireann for direct reply.

I ask the Deputy to advise my private office if he does not receive a response within ten 
working days.

01/10/2020WRD02900Bus Services

01/10/2020WRD0300079. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the significant 
gaps in the BusConnects plan (details supplied), which will lead to more passengers going with-
out regular bus services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27841/20]

01/10/2020WRD03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure, including BusConnects.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for their consideration and direct reply.  I ask him to contact my private office if he does 
not receive a reply within 10 days.
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01/10/2020WRD03200Airport Policy

01/10/2020WRD0330080. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the monitoring or oversight 
that occurs of aircraft arriving from abroad into airports owned by private persons or companies 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27848/20]

01/10/2020WRD0340081. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 120 of 28 July 2020, if he will undertake to collate the data from now on to ensure 
that his attention is drawn to the number of private jets operating here in view of the significant 
impact they have on the environment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27849/20]

01/10/2020WRD0350082. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the status of the European 
proposals for a tax on aviation fuel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27851/20]

01/10/2020WRD03600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 to 
82, inclusive, together.

With regard to the Deputy’s question on the status of European proposals for a tax on avia-
tion fuel the EU’s Green Deal outlines a number of policy reforms that will deliver on the 
ambition of making the EU climate neutral by 2050. As part of the Green Deal Package, the 
European Commission is proposing to revise the Energy Taxation Directive (ETD). Currently 
under the ETD, aviation fuel, except for that which is used in private-pleasure flying, is exempt 
from excise duty although Member States can choose to tax aviation fuel for domestic flights 
and, by means of bilateral agreements, also fuel used in intra-EU flight. The Commission has 
suggested that this exemption for aviation fuel should be closely examined and the Directorate 
General for Taxation and Customs Union has published an Inception Impact Assessment on 
revising the ETD. The Commission has opened a public consultation process and is open until 
14 October 2020. 

Ireland’s Action Plan for the reduction of aviation emissions is available on my Depart-
ment’s website:

 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/77ebec-irelands-action-plan-for-aviation-emissions-re-
duction/

As regards monitoring of private aircraft operating into Ireland, the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA) is responsible from an aviation safety perspective and often audits private aircraft operat-
ing into Ireland to ensure that they are compliant with the regulatory requirements for airwor-
thiness, operations and flight crew licensing. All flights, regardless of departure or destination, 
are required to file a flight plan when they intend to enter controlled airspace and all flights 
arriving into Ireland must follow the requirements as outlined in the Aeronautical Information 
Publication (AIP). There are also a number of documentary, customs and immigration require-
ments for aircraft arriving from abroad outlined in the AIP. The oversight of those requirements 
would come under the aegis of the respective agency, i.e. Department of Justice for immigration 
requirements, Revenue Commissioners for customs requirements.

01/10/2020WRD03900Taxi Licences

01/10/2020WRD0400083. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Transport if there will be a review of the 
changes to requirements for renewing PSV licences introduced during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which are increasing the financial burden on taxi drivers. [27708/20]

01/10/2020WRD04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Licences for vehicles to be used as small 
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public service vehicles (SPSVs) - including licences for taxi, hackney and limousine vehicles 
- are issued and renewed by the National Transport Authority (NTA), which is the independent 
regulator for the SPSV industry under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  I am 
not aware of changes by the NTA in relation to these vehicle licences that would increase costs 
for SPSV operators;  on the contrary I am aware that the NTA has taken a number of measures 
to support the SPSV industry during the pandemic.

The Deputy may be referring to licences for individual persons to drive an SPSV, which are 
issued and renewed by An Garda Síochána under section 6 of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  If 
this is the area of the Deputy’s query, she might wish to refer it to my colleague the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.

01/10/2020WRD04200Transport Policy

01/10/2020WRD0430084. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if a proposal (details sup-
plied) to use Covid-19 medical detention dogs at airports and ports, following the roll-out of the 
testing method in Helsinki, Finland, and the research on the method being conducted in other 
countries, will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27740/20]

01/10/2020WRD04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I note that the same question was asked 
of the Minister for Health in May, and he had no plans at the time. I am not aware of any change 
in that position. My Department also has no plans for use of dogs in the detection of Covid-19 
in Airports and Ports.

Under the plan for living with Covid-19, it is proposed that Ireland will broadly support con-
sideration of the European Commission proposals on a common EU approach to International 
Travel and COVID-19 restrictions. The EU proposal would see mapping of European states by 
the European Centre for Disease Control (ECDC) based upon agreed relevant Epi data, and a 
proportionate approach to international travel restrictions favouring testing as a means to avoid 
14-day quarantine. 

The EU proposal is still under consideration by European Member States. Consideration of 
any possible testing arrangements for international travel must be cognisant of the resources 
and capacity available in the health sector for the testing and tracing of the general public, of 
symptomatic patients, and serial testing of high-risk groups or workplace environments.

My Department is continuing to engage with colleagues across Government, including with 
Department of Health and the HSE, concerning international travel policy in light of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

01/10/2020WRD04500Rail Network

01/10/2020WRD0460085. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to make Irish 
Rail carriage numbers more visible to assist persons identifying the carriages they are on in 
order to report antisocial behaviour to Irish Rail; if his attention has been drawn to the difficulty 
those with a visual impairment face in viewing these carriage numbers by virtue of their loca-
tion and size. [27766/20]

01/10/2020WRD04700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.
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The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

I ask the Deputy to advise my private office if she does not receive a response within 10 
working days.

01/10/2020WRD04800Driver Licences

01/10/2020WRD0490086. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Transport if consideration has been 
given to extending driver licences due to expire in the coming months to reflect the signifi-
cant backlog in available appointments nationally created by Covid-19 for those in situations 
that will not allow them to renew online, such as residents who were born outside of the EU. 
[27839/20]

01/10/2020WRD05000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): It is not my intention at this time to fur-
ther extend the validity of driving licences.

The existing extension of 7 months for licences that expired between March and August will 
ease the pressure on the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), free up appointment slots 
and make it easier to find those slots at local centres. The extension brings Irish national law in 
line with EU legislation.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is working with their providers to see how they can in-
crease capacity at NDLS centres while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options under 
consideration include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers 
between booths. 

Work is also continuing to expand the online facility to accommodate all driving licence and 
learner permit application types in a manner that does not undermine the existing legal frame-
work or the effective operations of the stakeholders involved.

01/10/2020WRD05100Driver Test

01/10/2020WRD0520087. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that there is a significant waiting list for driver theory tests for the C licence which 
is preventing persons from taking up truck driving jobs; if the need for a mandatory theory test 
will be temporarily removed in order to apply for a learner permit due to Covid-19; if he will 
consider exempting those who have previously passed their theory test but have allowed their 
licence to expire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27844/20]

01/10/2020WRD05300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Driver Theory Testing Service, in 
line with many other state agencies, has seen an increased demand for its services since resum-
ing operations following its temporary closure due to the COVID emergency. In addition to 
this, the service saw its capacity reduced by 50% to comply with occupational and public health 
requirements. Inevitably, there is now a backlog of theory tests.

The Road  Safety Authority is currently engaging with the service provider to maximise 
capacity within existing constraints.  They will be opening on additional days (at some centres) 
and extended hours will also be provided at differnet centres to allow additional capacity for ap-
pointments. Capacity is now back to levels comparable with last year but clearing the backlog 
will take time.
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Those whose appointments were cancelled by the RSA due to the Covid-19 situation will 
have first priority. Priority then will be given in order of application date.  

The theory test is a requirement of EU law and I, as Minister, do not have the power to make 
exceptions to this legislation.

Following the suspension of the Driver Theory Testing Service in March 2020, my prede-
cessor signed regulations in to law so that certificates issued on passing the driver theory test 
had their period of validity extended. Certificates that were due to expire from 1 March 2020 
to 30 June 2020 inclusive, had their period of validity extended by 4 months. This extension 
does not apply to driver theory test certificates that expired before the 01 March 2020 or after 
30 June 2020. I have no plans at this time to extend further the validity date of driver theory test 
certificates, in light of the foregoing.

01/10/2020WRD05400Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2020WRD0550088. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28017/20]

01/10/2020WRD05600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Both the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus operators to help 
inform policy decisions in relation to the public transport sector as we continue to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19.   

From the Department’s engagement with industry representatives and indeed from the 
NTA’s regular engagement with them throughout the crisis, we understand the very difficult 
business environment that the commercial operators have been facing.  Indeed, across Gov-
ernment we are acutely aware that the Covid-19 situation presents huge challenges for many 
business sectors.

It is critical for the public transport sector to be functioning so that it can carry the passen-
gers that we need to return to work and to other necessary activities.  Many of the commercial 
bus operators provide public transport services that are essential for people who need to get to 
work and are vital to ensure economic recovery.

For that reason, on 25 June the Government approved temporary funding supports, in ac-
cordance with EU and national legislation, for the licensed bus sector. These supports are aimed 
at ensuring the continued operation of essential licensed bus services for a period of up to six 
months. The funding is available for operators of public transport routes where the financial 
intervention is supported by a clear public interest justification, and the funding is targeted 
at compensating the gap between specified costs and the revenues generated on the services. 
The NTA, as the public transport licensing agency, is responsible for administering the funding 
support and it is doing this by putting in place contract with the relevant operators.

In addition to this valuable new support scheme for licensed bus services, there is also 
a wider programme of Government supports for businesses impacted by the Covid situation.  
These supports iinclude new schemes of wage subsidies, rates waivers, re-start grants, lending 
facilities, equity injection, and business advisory supports for example - all of which will help 
to improve cash flow amongst SMEs.

I am also aware of how badly impacted the coach tourism sector has been by the public 
health crisis, due to the lack of international tourists and a fall in demand for local coach ser-
vices. I understand that Fáilte Ireland has been asked to develop a Business Continuity Scheme 
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to help these businesses through this very difficult period. Fáilte Ireland are engaging with the 
sector to develop this scheme which has been allocated €10m in funding. The scheme is under 
the remit of my colleague, Catherine Martin, Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht.

Finally, the Deputy will be aware that issues relating to the law on Value Added Tax are a 
matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.

01/10/2020WRD05700Insurance Coverage

01/10/2020WRD0580089. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the issue of the inability of small tourism companies such as a company (details supplied) 
to attain insurance; if the reasons for same will be investigated; the actions that will be taken 
with insurance companies here to rectify same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27785/20]

01/10/2020WRD05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Let me say at the outset that I am very 
much aware of the problems faced by many businesses, including those in the tourist industry, 
in relation to the availability and affordability of public liability insurance.  However, as this is a 
commercial matter, neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance 
products, and neither can we compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide cover.  
This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for insurance (the Solvency II 
Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so. As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, I cannot comment on or investigate individual cases such as that of her constituent.

As the Deputy will appreciate, there is no single policy or legislative fix to remedy the cost 
and availability of insurance issue.  The Programme for Government identifies a range of issues 
that the Government will prioritise so as to benefit consumers and businesses and work will 
advance on this matter through the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment.

In terms of addressing the affordability and accessibility of public liability insurance which 
is key for tourism companies, a necessary step is to bring the levels of personal injury damages 
awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other jurisdictions. The establish-
ment of the Judicial Council last December is very important in this regard, and it is expected 
that the Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee will submit draft Guidelines to the Executive 
Board of the Judicial Council shortly. While the adoption of those Guidelines will be a mat-
ter for the Judicial Council, it is desirable that the Guidelines could play a role in the lower-
ing of award levels and also could lead to a more consistent application of making awards 
in courts.  Insurance Ireland has indicated that if award levels come down so will premiums 
charged by its members.  I believe that this is a very important statement and this Government 
intends holding the insurance industry to this commitment. 

In conclusion, I wish to emphasise that prioritising delivery on the commitments to insur-
ance reform remains a priority for the Government and this is reflected in the Programme for 
Government.

01/10/2020WRE00200Tax Reliefs

01/10/2020WRE0030090. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year 
cost of uncollected tax revenue as a result of persons offsetting their private health insurance 
costs against tax liabilities [27804/20]
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01/10/2020WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the over-
all cost associated with tax relief on health insurance, up to 2018 (the latest available year), 
can be found under the “Medical Insurance Relief” row in the Costs of Tax Expenditures table 
published at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/
tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.

In 2018, the latest year for which data are available, €355.7 million was claimed in Medical 
Insurance Relief, with over 1.2 million taxpayer units availing of the relief.

01/10/2020WRE00500EU Funding

01/10/2020WRE0060091. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the amount the State has drawn 
down under the European Commission instrument named temporary support to mitigate un-
employment risks in an emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27852/20]

01/10/2020WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The SURE instrument is intended pri-
marily to support Member States with efforts to protect workers and jobs (such as short-term 
work schemes), and also support some health-related measures. The European Commission 
will borrow on financial markets to finance loans to Member States, allowing Member States 
benefit from the EU’s strong credit rating (AAA) and low borrowing costs.

On the 24th and 25th of August the EU Commission published draft proposals offering fi-
nancial support to 16 Member States amounting to €87.4billion. These implementing decisions, 
granting temporary financial assistance were adopted by Council on 25 September 2020. 

The Commission intends going to the market in final quarter of 2020 to start procuring the 
funding for the first tranche. This is expected to take a number of months and will likely be paid 
to Member States in instalments, meaning that it could be the early/mid part of 2021 before the 
full draw-down is paid to all applicants. No funding support has yet been paid to a Member 
State under SURE.

Ireland was not one of the first tranche of applicants. Following detailed discussion with the 
Commission it was determined that Ireland would be eligible to recoup the substantial major-
ity of expenditure already accrued under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) from 
SURE. The TWSS has been the main scheme implemented in Ireland to date that meets the 
application criteria for this European response mechanism.

A decision to make a formal application to the SURE loan scheme will be taken by Govern-
ment shortly and the necessary information is being prepared at present. The Commission are 
aware of our intention to submit an application for funding.

01/10/2020WRE00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRE0090092. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reviewing 
the 30% cap on the employment wage subsidy scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28019/20]

01/10/2020WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) is an economy-wide enterprise support that gives a flat rate subsidy to quali-
fying employers to preserve the link between employee and employer and support firm viability 
through an unprecedented enterprise environment.
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The design of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) reflects the changing envi-
ronment around the COVID-19 pandemic which has shifted from crisis mode to one of living 
alongside the virus, in line with the recently announced Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: 
Plan for Living with COVID-19.  As a result, a number of flexibilities have been included in the 
EWSS, while the rates and eligibility criteria have been modified so that the support is sustain-
able from an Exchequer cost perspective.

The primary qualifying criteria for the EWSS is that the employer must be able to dem-
onstrate that they are operating at no more than 70% in either the turnover of the employer’s 
business or the customer orders received by the employer by reference to the period from July 
to December 2020 compared with the same period in 2019.  This “turnover test” requires a 
comparison of the firm’s pre-pandemic operations with their current operations and has been 
specifically designed so as to target the subsidy at otherwise viable employers whose businesses 
continue to be adversely impacted by COVID-19.

There is additional flexibility in the application of the turnover test to allow employers to 
take account of potentially sudden changes in turnover on a month-to-month “opt-in/opt-out” 
basis.  Under the legislation, an employer is required to carry out a review of their turnover 
each month and confirm that they are still eligible for the scheme.  At the same time, there is 
no cut-off deadline for access to the scheme, so if there is a reduction in turnover later in 2020 
because of an unexpected reduction in business activity or a sudden change in business circum-
stances the employer may be entitled to make a claim for that future period.  In this regard, it 
should be noted that an employer needs to have registered before the first pay date they wish 
to claim for.  As a result, it is possible that an employer would not need to avail of the scheme 
for September or October 2020 but make a valid application for November 2020 thereby taking 
account of business turnover fluctuations over the period. 

There are no plans at present to re-visit the core eligibility criteria for the EWSS.  However, 
I can confirm to the Deputy that the operation of the EWSS and its effectiveness will be kept 
under close review over the coming months.  In fact, the relevant legislation obliges me to 
monitor and superintend the administration of the scheme and empowers me to make certain 
adjustments across the whole scheme where I determine that these are necessary.

I am advised by Revenue that as of 30 September some 37,165 employers have successfully 
registered for the scheme, which is considered a strong level of participation so far and, notably, 
over 83% of the employers availing of the TWSS when it finished at the end of August.  

For businesses who need further support there are a number of options open to them – in-
cluding State backed loans which may be repaid using EWSS funds as well as grants.  Particular 
attention is drawn to the comprehensive package of business and employer supports that have 
been made available as part of the July Stimulus Plan - including the Credit Guarantee Scheme, 
the SBCI Working Capital Scheme, Sustaining Enterprise Fund, and the Covid-19 Business 
Loans Scheme.

01/10/2020WRE01100Tax Reliefs

01/10/2020WRE0120093. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the young trained farmer 
stamp duty relief age limit will be increased to 40 years of age; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27701/20]

01/10/2020WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The young trained farmers stamp duty 
relief, which is currently due to expire on 31 December 2021, provides a full exemption from 
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stamp duty on transfers of farm land to certain young trained farmers.

Section 81AA of the Stamp Duty Consolidation Act 1999 (SDCA 1999) provides for the 
stamp duty exemption in legislation. Amongst the eligibility tests for the relief set out in that 
section is an age limit, whereby the transferee (the person coming into possession of the land) 
must be under 35 years of age on the date of execution of the deed of transfer of the land.

As well as satisfying the age requirement, to qualify for this relief the farmer must have 
attained a minimum agricultural education standard which is set out on a list of qualifications 
in Schedule 2B of the SDCA 1999. The young trained farmer, or each of them if there is more 
than one must retain ownership of the land for a period of 5 years from the date of execution of 
the instrument and during that time must devote not less than 50 per cent of his or her normal 
working time to farming the land. The exemption granted will be clawed back if the land is dis-
posed of within a five-year period and is not replaced within one year of disposal. The transfer 
can be by gift or sale, but transfers by lease do not qualify for the stamp duty exemption. The 
young trained farmer must also submit a business plan to Teagasc before the execution of the 
deed transferring the land.

It is also important to note that the young trained farmer stamp duty relief is just one of a 
series of tax measures, including consanguinity stamp duty relief, designed to encourage the 
intergenerational transfer of farms. The primary policy objectives of the Government in agri-
taxation are to support and encourage the increased mobility of farm land to a new generation 
of farmers with relevant qualifications. The 35 year old age limit is long established for young 
trained farmer stamp duty relief and has applied since 1994.

The paper on Stamp Duty prepared by my Department for the Tax Strategy Group which 
took place on 10 September, notes possible inconsistencies in terms of the age at which one 
ceases to qualify as a “young trained farmer” and my Department will further examine this is-
sue with a view to reporting on the outcome to me in advance of Budget 2022.

01/10/2020WRE01400Tax Code

01/10/2020WRE0150094. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of the 
various business tax deferral schemes in place as a result of Covid-19; if the schemes will be 
extended beyond 2021; his views on whether the schemes act as a necessary and important de 
facto cash boost to businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27760/20]

01/10/2020WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Financial Measures (Covid-19) 
(No. 2) Act 2020 put on a statutory footing the arrangements for the deferral or ‘warehousing’ 
of tax debts that Revenue had been operating on an administrative basis since the beginning of 
Covid-19 related restrictions in March 2020. The arrangements apply to VAT liabilities in re-
spect of January/February 2020 to July/August 2020 inclusive and PAYE (Employer) liabilities 
in respect of February to August 2020 inclusive.

The legislation provides that outstanding VAT and PAYE (Employer) liabilities incurred 
during the period of restricted trading (known as Period 1) can be deferred for a period of 12 
months after resumption of trading (known as Period 2). Rather than the normal interest rate 
of c. 10% per annum on such liabilities, interest on ‘warehoused’ debts is applied at 0% to the 
end of the ‘Period 2’ 12-month period and 3% thereafter until the liabilities are paid (known as 
Period 3).

Access to the ‘warehousing’ arrangements are dependent on all outstanding tax returns be-
ing filed and current taxes being paid on a timely basis once trading is resumed. The 0% interest 
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rate available in Period 2 can be extended to a date no later than 31 December 2022 by Ministe-
rial Order. Businesses that avail of the ‘warehousing’ scheme also qualify for a Tax Clearance 
Certificate if they otherwise meet the normal qualifying conditions. This allows them to avail 
of other essential Covid-19 related supports such as the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS) and the Stay and Spend Scheme.

I am advised by Revenue that there are almost 70,000 taxpayers and businesses currently 
availing of the ‘warehousing’ arrangements to the value of €1.8 billion (€978m VAT and €825m 
Employers PAYE). As I have previously stated, it is not possible to provide an estimated cost 
for this measure because it is not clear when the warehoused debt will be paid.  The zero inter-
est period will cover most of 2021 for most taxpayers but taxpayer behaviour after that cannot 
be predicted. 

As a further support measure for businesses, I also introduced a reduced annual interest rate 
of 3% for certain tax debts as part of the July 2020 Jobs Stimulus Package. This rate represents a 
significant reduction from the standard 8% and 10% rates that normally apply to such liabilities 
and is applicable across all tax-heads and outstanding debts that cannot be ‘warehoused’, for 
example older liabilities and tax debts not associated with Covid-19. The interest rate reduction 
is a key incentive to businesses to bring their tax affairs into order, be tax cleared, and thereby 
become eligible for the other Covid-19 related supports that are available, including the EWSS 
and the Stay and Spend Scheme.   

To avail of the reduced 3% rate, businesses are required to agree a payment arrangement 
with Revenue by 31 October 2020 (extended from 30 September 2020). Revenue has advised 
me that over €46m of non-Covid-19 related tax debt is now covered by phased payments incor-
porating the reduced 3% rate.

01/10/2020WRE01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRE0180095. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the instructions and corre-
spondence he issued to the Revenue Commissioners regarding the way in which the treatment 
of tax liabilities by Revenue for recipients of the wage subsidy scheme and the pandemic unem-
ployment payment will be handled as per his statement of 25 September 2020; and the reason 
for issuing the instructions. [27830/20]

01/10/2020WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, on 25 
September in a public announcement Revenue set out how any tax liability arising on the Tem-
porary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) will 
be dealt with.  Revenue officials sent a copy of its press release to my Department for informa-
tion prior to publication. There was no instruction from me or my officials to Revenue in rela-
tion to this matter.  

While the expected tax liability should be modest in most cases, the position as set out by 
Revenue is very welcome and is a further demonstration of how we will continue to work to mi-
nimise financial hardship to the greatest extent possible on taxpayers challenged by COVID-19. 

While most income is liable to income tax and the Universal Social Charge (USC) and is 
deducted in real-time as and when the person is paid, the TWSS and PUP payments were not 
taxed in real-time and are instead liable to income tax and USC at the end of this year.

Revenue will make a Preliminary End of Year Statement available to all employees in Janu-
ary 2021, including those who were in receipt of the TWSS or PUP.  The Preliminary End of 
Year Statement includes information relating to an employee’s income received, including pen-



Questions - Written Answers

52

sions and income from the Department of Social Protection, Community and Rural Develop-
ment, and the Islands, as well as their tax credit entitlements.  For the tax year 2020, the State-
ment will also include information on the amounts of TWSS/PUP payments, if any, received by 
each employee.  In addition, the Statement will provide employees with a preliminary calcula-
tion of the income tax and USC position for 2020 and will indicate whether their tax position is 
balanced, underpaid or overpaid for the year.

Upon viewing the Preliminary End of Year Statement through myAccount, which is Rev-
enue’s secure online facility for individual taxpayer services, employees will have an opportu-
nity to update their personal record, declare any additional income and claim any additional tax 
credits due, for example qualifying health expenses, to arrive at their final liability for 2020.

Where a liability is finalised, individuals may opt to fully or partially pay any income tax 
and USC liability through the Payments/Repayments facility in myAccount.  Where individuals 
do not opt to fully or partially pay, Revenue will collect the liability by reducing their tax credits 
over 4 years, interest free.  The reduction of tax credits will start in January 2022.

01/10/2020WRE02000Tax Collection

01/10/2020WRE0210096. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the taxes levied on aviation 
fuel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27850/20]

01/10/2020WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland’s excise duty treatment of fuel 
used for air navigation is based on European law as set out in Directive 2003/96/EC on the 
taxation of energy products and electricity, commonly known as the Energy Tax Directive. 
Under this Directive, Member States are obliged to exempt certain fuels used for commercial 
aviation purposes from excise duty. The scope of this exemption must include jet fuel (which 
is the most commonly used heavy oil in air navigation) and must encompass such fuel used for 
intra-Community and international air transport purposes. 

A Member State may waive this exemption where it has entered into a bilateral agreement 
with another Member State to tax fuel for intra-community flights. With regard to fuel for in-
ternational transport, the scope for a Member State to take a unilateral approach to taxation is 
limited by international law and a range of bilateral and multilateral agreements that operate 
under 1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation (known as the Chicago Convention).  

VAT is charged on domestic and private usage of jet fuel at the reduced rate of 13.5%, while 
VAT is charged at the standard rate of 23% on aviation gasoline used for the same purpose.  The 
supply of aviation fuel for international air travel is zero rated and airline tickets are exempt 
from VAT throughout the EU.  

Finally, I am informed by Revenue that the breakdown of taxes levied on the different types 
of aviation fuel as provided for under the Finance Act 1999 and Energy Tax Directive are shown 
in the table below. 

Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax Directive Finance Act 1999
Light oil (aviation gasoline) used 
for domestic commercial aviation 

No mandatory tax exemption, 
Member States may opt to exempt 
or partially exempt

Partial relief from MOT, effective 
rate of €369.42 per 1,000 litres 
(section   97B Finance Act 1999)

Light oil (aviation gasoline) used 
for intra-Community/international 
commercial aviation

No mandatory tax exemption, 
Member States may opt to exempt 
or partially exempt

Partial relief from MOT, effective 
rate of €369.42 per 1,000 litres 
(section 97B Finance Act 1999)
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Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax Directive Finance Act 1999
Light oil (aviation gasoline) used 
for private pleasure flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €601.69 per 
1,000 litres (section 96 Finance 
Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for do-
mestic commercial aviation

No mandatory tax exemption, 
Member States may opt to exempt 
or partially exempt

Full exemption (section 100(2)(b) 
Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for used 
for intra-Community/international 
commercial aviation

Mandatory tax exemption, except 
where bilateral arrangement 
entered into with another Member 
State

Full exemption (section 100(2)(b) 
Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used   for 
private pleasure flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €494.90 per 
1,000 litres (section 100(2)(b) 
Finance Act 1999)

01/10/2020WRE02300Carbon Tax Yield

01/10/2020WRE0240097. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase carbon tax 
on solid fuel products in Budget 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27949/20]

01/10/2020WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, 
on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

01/10/2020WRE02600Tax Reliefs

01/10/2020WRE0270098. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introduc-
ing an increase in tax relief on intracytoplasmic sperm treatment costs for young couples that 
at present face costs of anything between €15,000 and €20,000 for this form of treatment. 
[27973/20]

01/10/2020WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that section 
469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for tax relief in respect of qualifying health 
expenses. Only “health expenses” incurred in the provision of “health care”, which has been 
carried out, or advised, by a “practitioner”, qualify for tax relief.

Health expenses are defined as “expenses in respect of the provision of health care” and 
includes:

(a) the services of a practitioner;

(b) diagnostic procedures carried out on the advice of a practitioner; and

(c) maintenance or treatment necessarily incurred in connection with the services or proce-
dures referred to in paragraph (a) or (b).

Health care is defined as the prevention, diagnosis, alleviation or treatment of an ailment, 
injury, infirmity, defect or disability, and includes care received by a woman in respect of a 
pregnancy. 

A practitioner is defined as a person who is either:

(a) registered in the register established under section 43 of the Medical Practitioners Act 
2007;
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(b) registered in the register established under section 26 of the Dentists Act 1985; or

(c) in relation to health care provided outside the State, entitled under the laws of the coun-
try in which the care is provided to practice medicine or dentistry there.

Therefore, fertility treatment such as intracytoplasmic sperm treatment may qualify if the 
criteria referred to above are met.

Tax relief is granted at the standard rate of income tax (currently 20%) in respect of all health 
expenses, with the exception of qualifying expenditure on nursing home expenses (which are 
subject to relief at the individual’s marginal rate of tax).

Comprehensive guidance material in relation to income tax relief for health expenses is 
available on Revenue’s website, available here and also in Tax and Duty Manual Part 15-01-12. 

I have no plans at present to alter the abovementioned reliefs.

01/10/2020WRE02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRE0300099. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners will 
be instructed to conduct an audit and review of the operation of the temporary wage subsidy 
and employment wage subsidy schemes in a company (details supplied) in view of reports from 
employees that they have been in receipt of pay below the minimum mandated by the schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27979/20]

01/10/2020WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy (TWSS) 
was in place for 22 weeks between 26 March and 31 August.  It was introduced as an emergency 
income support for employees of vulnerable firms where turnover had reduced by at least 25% 
during the second quarter of the year while the strictest public health measures were in place to 
stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

Under the TWSS, the income support was paid via the employer so as to maintain the link 
between the employee and employer insofar as was possible and the amounts were refunded to 
the employer by Revenue who administered the scheme on behalf of the State.  

Under Section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 Revenue is precluded by reason 
of its taxpayer confidentiality obligations, from providing any details in relation to individual 
taxpayers including the company in question. 

I would like to assure the Deputy that, by design, it is not possible for an employer to claim 
more of a subsidy under the TWSS than was paid to their employees.  This is because the sys-
tem used to make the payments was built upon employer payroll returns to Revenue under the 
PAYE system and the claim for the subsidy is based on the amount paid to the workers as re-
corded on the payroll return.  It is not possible that an employer could have withheld a subsidy 
payment from their workers and the legislation required the employer to include the subsidy as 
part of the employees’ wages and identify the amount of the subsidy paid to the employee on 
the employees’ payslip. 

Employers were required to download information provided by Revenue based on their 
January and February payroll and use it to calculate the wage subsidy for an employee.  There 
was no obligation on an employer to claim the maximum amount of subsidy for an individual 
employee.  It is therefore possible that the amount of subsidy that was claimed and recorded 
was less than the worker expected, based on the publicised maximum limits of the TWSS.
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Section 28 of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020, the em-
ployer was expected to make best efforts to maintain the employee’s net income, as reflected in 
the average net weekly payment for January and February 2020, for the duration of the scheme.

However, the individual worker’s entitlements and rights in an employment context, what 
wages an employer may have been legally obliged to pay employees in respect of hours worked 
and the employer’s capacity to pay wages to employees in light of the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic had on the employer’s business are all matters that are outside the remit of the TWSS.

The legislation also placed the administration of the TWSS under the care and management 
of Revenue.  In carrying out this important role, Revenue is conducting a programme of compli-
ance checks on all employers who availed of the scheme to confirm that they met the eligibility 
criteria, and crucially that employees received the correct amount of subsidy due to them.

I am advised by Revenue that it is in the process of carrying out compliance checks on the 
66,000 employers who participated in the TWSS scheme to ensure that they were properly 
eligible to receive these monies and that the supports were properly paid out to qualifying em-
ployees.  I understand that, to date, checks have been initiated in respect of some 35% of TWSS 
employers representing some 67% of employments supported by the scheme.  These checks 
will continue for the next number of months.  Revenue advise that their enquiries to date have 
indicated high levels of compliance by employers with the requirements of the scheme. 

I am further advised that Revenue intends to conduct a reconciliation exercise for employers 
who participated in the scheme to compare the refunds paid to an employer against the amount 
of subsidy payable to each employee per pay date under the conditions of the scheme. The aim 
of this exercise is to determine the amount of TWSS, if any that an employer may owe back to 
Revenue. 

I understand that an employer may be required to repay amounts of TWSS where the em-
ployer has not paid the subsidy amount to the specified employee or where the employer was 
not entitled to receive the subsidy in the first place as it did not meet the qualifying criteria. In 
addition, where an employee does not meet the eligible employee requirement and received 
subsidy amounts, the employer will also be required to refund these amounts to Revenue.

The Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) replaced the TWSS from 1 September. 
To qualify for EWSS, an employer must have tax clearance. An employer will also be required 
to demonstrate to the satisfaction of Revenue that its business will experience a 30% reduction 
in turnover or in customer orders in the period between 1 July and 31 December 2020 and that 
Covid-19 is the cause of this disruption. An employer will have a monthly ongoing obligation 
to review its eligibility for the scheme. 

To ensure that the EWSS scheme is operated as intended by employers, Revenue will under-
take an assurance check programme at a later date. 

I wish to emphasise that the information outlined above relates to the general operation of 
TWSS and EWSS and does not relate to any one employer or a small group of employers within 
any one industry.

01/10/2020WRE03200Tax Clearance Certificates

01/10/2020WRE03300100. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if the case of a person 
(details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28000/20]
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01/10/2020WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the issue 
to which the Deputy is referring has been resolved.

Following direct discussions between the person in question and Revenue, tax clearance 
certification issued through the electronic tax clearance system. A Tax Clearance Access Num-
ber (TCAN) has also issued to the person. This can be provided to any third party who wishes 
to verify his tax clearance status.

01/10/2020WRE03500Exchequer Deficit

01/10/2020WRE03600101. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected deficit in 2021 in 
nominal and percentage GDP terms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28039/20]

01/10/2020WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the un-
precedented economic situation of the last six months has meant that medium-term economic 
and fiscal forecasts are subject to an exceptional level of uncertainty. 

My Department’s most recent official forecasts, published in the Stability Programme Up-
date, were, accordingly, produced on a short-term basis, as per guidance from the European 
Commission. At that time, a general government deficit of €14 billion, or 4 per cent of GDP 
was estimated for 2021. While the situation remains highly uncertain, the Department of Fi-
nance is currently undertaking work on a full set of updated economic and fiscal forecasts as 
part of preparations for Budget 2021. It is anticipated a general government deficit, based on a 
no-policy-change, is estimated to be in the order of 4.5 to 5.5 per cent of GDP, which equates in 
nominal terms to a deficit of €15 to €19billion.

The continuing uncertainty means that my officials will take into consideration all possible 
data points and relevant information, such as the recently published Q2 National Accounts data 
and the September Exchequer returns, to ensure that the forecasts are as accurate as possible. 
Projections produced earlier would be based on less information and, as a result, would likely 
be less accurate.

The updated set of economic and fiscal forecasts, which will take into account the fiscal 
impact of the July stimulus package, taxation receipts to-date and any decisions made in the 
context of the Budget will be published next month.

01/10/2020WRE03800Carbon Tax Yield

01/10/2020WRE03900102. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if an increase in the carbon 
tax in 2021 is already included within the base for 2021; if so, if it will be a discretionary tax 
measure; and if no further increase in the carbon tax in 2021 will have a budgetary cost in 2021. 
[28040/20]

01/10/2020WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The base for any year includes mea-
sures which have been implemented in previous years.  It does not include assumptions on any 
additional measures which may be the subject of Budget decisions in the current year.  As such, 
any potential revenue arising from changes to the rate of carbon tax in Budget 2021 has not 
been included in the base.

01/10/2020WRE04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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01/10/2020WRE04200103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if and when Covid-19 
support payments are likely to be made in the case of employee directors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28062/20]

01/10/2020WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) was legislated for in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020.  
The EWSS provides a flat-rate subsidy to qualifying employers, based on the number of quali-
fying employees on the payroll. I am advised by Revenue that by 30 September, 37,165 em-
ployers had successfully registered for the scheme.  Furthermore, payments of EWSS claims, 
in respect of employees and proprietary directors, for the month of September, will be made in 
the middle of this month.

Executive directors are directors of a company who are involved in the day to day manage-
ment of the company.  Executive directors are generally treated the same as ordinary employees 
provided, they are not also a proprietary director.  Therefore, subject to the company meeting 
the eligibility conditions, the employer can claim a subsidy in respect of executive directors 
similar to employees.

Proprietary directors are directors who can control, either directly or indirectly, more than 
15% of the share capital of a company.  Under the EWSS legislation as enacted, proprietary di-
rectors are not qualifying employees for the purposes of the scheme.  However, as I announced 
at the end of July this position has been revisited and the EWSS can be claimed by an eligible 
employer in respect of proprietary directors from 1 September 2020, where they meet the objec-
tive of the scheme of retaining ordinary employees on the payroll.

Following the review of the matter undertaken by my Department and the Revenue Com-
missioners, it has been agreed that the only additional qualifying criteria that will apply in the 
case of proprietary directors as qualifying employees is that the proprietary director has to have 
been paid wages which were reported to Revenue on the payroll of the eligible employer at 
any stage between 1 July 2019 and 30 June 2020.  Further, it has also been agreed that where a 
person is a proprietary director of two or more eligible companies, a claim for EWSS can only 
be submitted in respect of a single company only.  

The amending legislation necessary to give a statutory footing to the above will be included 
in the Finance Bill later this year.

In the meantime, the above will be implemented by Revenue as confirmed in both a press 
release that was issued on 31 August (see https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/
press-releases/2020/pr-310820-proprietary-directors-ewss-1-September.aspx) and the updated 
Guidance (see https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/communications/documents/ewss-guide-
lines.pdf).

01/10/2020WRE04400Flood Risk Management

01/10/2020WRE04500104. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the dates 
since 2016 the Shannon flood risk State agency co-ordination working group has met, either in 
person or virtually. [27738/20]

01/10/2020WRE04600107. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of funding provided to Waterways Ireland for maintenance work on the River Shannon 
in 2017, 2018 and 2019 in tabular form. [27727/20]

01/10/2020WRE04700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
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rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 104 and 107 together.

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was established in 
early 2016 by the Government to support existing plans in place and planned to address flood-
ing and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with the River Shan-
non.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe flooding arising from excep-
tional weather conditions between December, 2015 to January, 2016.

The Shannon Group met on five occasions during its first year of establishment in 2016.  
Since that time, the Group has met bi-annually.

The date of each meeting is set out beneath.

  2016: 1st February, 14th March, 12th July, 18th October, 2nd December.

  2017: 21st March, 23rd October.

  2018: 18th May, 12th October.

  2019: 26th March, 31st October.

  2020: 30th April.

The next meeting of the Group is scheduled to take place on 22nd October, 2020.

In 2017, the Group established a Sub-committee on Work Programme and Measures.  The 
Sub-committee typically meets between each meeting of the main Group and additional meet-
ings are held to progress work measures as necessary.

The Group publishes an Annual Work Programme that demonstrates the extensive range of 
activities and co-ordination by all State Agencies underway to jointly and proactively address 
flood risk along the Shannon. These Work Programmes are available at www.opw.ie.

The Group also agreed to targeted maintenance activities at various locations along the 
River Shannon.  Following receipt of consent from the National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
work involving tree cutting and the removal of silt and emergent vegetation was undertaken 
by Waterways Ireland at five locations during the appropriate seasonal windows.  Funding was 
provided by OPW to Waterways Ireland to carry out this maintenance work.  The amount of 
funding provided between 2017 and 2019 is as follows:

- 2017: €48,853

- 2018: Nil

- 2019: €59,578

In October 2019, the Group agreed to a €7 million strategic programme of maintenance 
works and the removal of constrictions at the Callows region to improve the conveyancing of 
the River Shannon. The decision to undertake these works was noted by the Government in 
December 2019.  Public consultation will be required and progression will be subject to full 
environmental assessment and planning permission.  Waterways Ireland has advised that it has 
commenced work on advancing the various interventions for these works with implementation 
expected to commence in 2021.

01/10/2020WRE04800Budget Targets
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01/10/2020WRE04900105. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
projected additional expenditure for 2021 in comparison with 2020 disaggregated by precom-
mitted, Covid-19-related and Brexit-related expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28038/20]

01/10/2020WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): As set out in my response Parliamentary Questions Nos. 107 and 128, the 
overall Budgetary Strategy for 2021 will focus on prioritising crisis management measures to 
address the challenges posed by Covid-19 and Brexit while preserving and maintaining existing 
levels of service within core expenditure programmes. 

Ensuring the provision of the necessary funding to support our citizens and key public ser-
vices over the next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic will be the key priority in Budget 2021. 
In light of this, work is ongoing in assessing the impact of Covid-19 costs in 2021. Conse-
quently, there is a range of potential expenditure requirements that need to be worked through in 
detail.  At this stage, on a no policy change basis, and assuming an improved position in relation 
to employment next year based on the latest macroeconomic projections, it is estimated that 
there could be a cost of approximately €9 billion in relation to Covid-19 expenditure reflecting:

- the carryover costs of the July stimulus programme;

- significant expenditure on automatic stabilisers including job-seekers payments and re-
lated supports;

- ongoing costs in health to deal with Covid-19;

- the carryover costs relating to both the Roadmap for Reopening Schools, and to the pack-
age of supports  to enable further and higher education students to return to college; and

- the ongoing requirement to fund public transport while employees continue to be encour-
aged to work from home.

Further details will be set out in detail in the 2021 Expenditure Report. It should be noted 
that these pressures will be dealt with separately from core expenditure increases and given 
their scale, will form a significant part of the overall budgetary package. 

In relation to core expenditure programmes, €70.4 billion in gross voted expenditure was 
allocated to Departments in the Revised Estimates for Public Services (REV) 2020 published 
in December 2019. At this stage it is planned that the Budget Estimates for 2021 will include an 
increase of approximately €3 billion in this core expenditure, comprising:

- €2 billion in current expenditure

- €1 billion in capital expenditure;

Of the €2 billion in current expenditure it is estimated that there are pre-commitments of 
€1.1 billion to be funded in relation to demographics, and to meet the carryover costs of prior 
year measures and of public service pay deals. Work is also ongoing in finalising these costs, 
and on the emerging core expenditure position for this year for this year. Outside of these ex-
penditure pressures, it is estimated that there is an amount of €0.9 billion available to meet other 
day to day pressures on existing services across all areas of Government. 

In relation to Capital expenditure, we will also ensure that the increase in capital investment 
set out in the National Development Plan is implemented in order to support the recovery in the 
economy. This would see core gross voted capital expenditure of almost €9.2 billion next year, 
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an increase of almost €1 billion on the gross voted expenditure amount set out for this year in 
REV 2020. 

Finally, Budget 2021 will also be prepared on the assumption that the trading relationship 
between the UK and EU will be on WTO terms in 2021. This will necessitate additional sup-
ports for the most affected sectors of the Irish economy next year. The costs associated with 
these supports will form an essential part of budgetary discussions and details of these costs will 
be set out in the 2021 Expenditure Report on Budget day.

01/10/2020WRE05100Public Sector Pensions

01/10/2020WRE05200106. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of employees across the entire public sector with accumulated pensions in excess of 
€1.2 million and €1.5 million, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27700/20]

01/10/2020WRE05300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The authorities responsible for the administration of the large number of 
pension schemes operating in the various sectors of the Irish public service are, in general, the 
relevant employers and Ministers in those sectors. 

It would be a matter for those sectoral authorities, including relevant Ministers, to supply 
such information as may be available in respect of the pension entitlements of members of those 
individual pension schemes.

I and my Department are responsible for the civil service pension schemes, which cover 
personnel in established and unestablished civil service and State Industrial posts.

Civil servants are members of defined benefit pension schemes and there is no readily avail-
able valuation of an employees pension on an individual basis. The value attributable to the 
pension scheme member is based on a number of factors, including age at retirement, life ex-
pectancy, pay grade and pensionable service.  

However, the National Shared Service Office does consider whether a member’s pension 
obligations, valued in line with Revenue capitalisation factors, exceed the Standard Fund 
Threshold at retirement.

It is worth noting that on 19 December 2017, this Department published a report of the actu-
arial review of the State’s accrued liability in respect of Public Service Occupational Pensions 
that was carried out by my Department.  

In summary, the actuarial review found that the value of the State’s accrued liability in 
respect of retirement benefits for current and former public service employees is estimated to 
be €114.5bn as at 31 December 2015. A revised estimate based on 31 December 2018 will be 
published by year end 2020.

While this is a large figure, it is important to bear in mind that the accrued liability will fall 
to be paid over the next 70 years or so – not in any single year. It is also important to stress that 
we have taken a number of significant steps to improve the long-term sustainability of public 
service pensions in recent times.  

For example, the Single Public Service Pension Scheme introduced from 2013 will, in time, 
reduce liabilities by around 35% from what would otherwise have been the case.   
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Additionally, under the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017,  the introduction of an 
Additional Superannuation Contribution by public servants. This increased employee pension 
contributions from over €700m per annum to €1.25bn in 2019, thus providing substantial ad-
ditional ongoing funding support towards the cost of public service pensions from those that 
benefit from such pensions.  

Furthermore, the compulsory retirement age has increased from 65 to 70 for public servants 
recruited before 1 April 2004. This will also assist in reducing the time period over which pen-
sion payments will be paid to those public service employees who opt to remain in work longer.

The full report is published on my Department’s website at the following link.

http://www.per.gov.ie/en/minister-donohoe-publishes-actuarial-review-of-public-service-
pension-liabilities/

  Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 104.

01/10/2020WRE05500Flood Prevention Measures

01/10/2020WRE05600108. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications received via CFRAM for river management works in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 
to date in 2020, by local authority in tabular form. [27729/20]

01/10/2020WRE05700109. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications approved via CFRAM for river management; and the value of the awarded 
amounts by local authority in tabular form. [27730/20]

01/10/2020WRE05800110. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications received for flood defences in 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 by local 
authority in tabular form. [27731/20]

01/10/2020WRE05900111. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications approved for flood defences from 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and the 
value of the awarded amounts by local authority in tabular form. [27732/20]

01/10/2020WRE06000114. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of flood defence works completed from 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 by local authority 
in tabular form. [27736/20]

01/10/2020WRE06100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 108 to 111, inclusive, and 114 together.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to in-
vestigate and address. Local authorities may carry out flood mitigation works using its own 
resources or apply under the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 
Scheme, which makes funds available to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation 
works or studies to address localised flooding problems within their administrative areas.  The 
eligibility criteria of this scheme, including a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, 
are published on the OPW website www.gov.ie/opw It is open to the Council to submit a fund-
ing application for flood mitigation works under the Scheme.  Any application received will be 
considered in accordance with the scheme’s eligibility criteria and the overall availability of 
resources for flood risk management.  

Please see below in tabular form by local authority the number of projects approved, total 
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of funding approved, number of completed projects and number of applications submitted for 
the years 2017 to 2020.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-01_pq108-1-10-2020_en.pdf”>Applications Approved</a>]

01/10/2020WRF00400Flood Relief Schemes

01/10/2020WRF00500112. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications received under flood compensation schemes from 2017 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020, by local authority in tabular form. [27733/20]

01/10/2020WRF00600113. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of applications approved for flood compensation schemes from 2017 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020; and the value of the awarded amounts by local authority in tabular form. [27734/20]

01/10/2020WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 and 113 together.

In April 2017, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements for a once-off Vol-
untary Homeowners Relocation Scheme for those primary residential properties that flooded 
during the flooding event in Winter 2015/2016. It was a national scheme of humanitarian as-
sistance, targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for which there were no alternative 
feasible measures. The OPW liaised with homeowners and local authorities to identify those 
homes that flooded during this flood event. Through the scheme, engineering solutions have 
been identified to protect the majority of homes that flooded in the floods of Winter 2015/2016. 

To date, 40 applications have been received by homeowners for the  Voluntary Homeowners 
Relocation Scheme with 25 approved to date at an estimated cost of approximately €7m.  

The overall number of homes currently under consideration for the scheme is relatively low 
which presents a risk that individual homeowners could be identified by providing data at local 
authority level. For that reason, it is not possible to provide figures at local authority level as 
requested by the Deputy.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 108.

01/10/2020WRF01000Flood Prevention Measures

01/10/2020WRF01100115. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of flood defence works by local authority in tabular form. [27737/20]

01/10/2020WRF01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works (OPW) in partnership with the Local Authori-
ties, has completed 46 flood relief schemes and is currently progressing another 151 flood relief 
projects nationwide. Approximately 90 of these are either at construction or at other stages of 
design or consultant appointment, while the remainder will be progressed as part of the Na-
tional Development Plan 2018-2027. 119 of these projects were identified in the National Flood 
Risk Management Plans launched in 2018 which were in addition to projects already underway 
at the time. These schemes will, together with the 46 already complete, mean that 95% of at risk 
properties in the State will be protected by Flood Relief Schemes.
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The table below sets out the number of flood relief projects completed and those that are 
currently being progressed or will be progressed in the National Development Plan for each 
county.

County Number of projects completed Number of projects being/to be 
progressed

Carlow 2 2
Cavan  1
Clare 2 8
Cork 6 21
Donegal  16
Dublin 6 15
Galway 5 5
Kerry  9
Kildare 4 7
Kilkenny 1 6
Laois  4
Leitrim  4
Limerick 6 9
Longford  1
Louth 1 5
Mayo  3
Meath 4 2
Monaghan  3
Offaly 1 2
Roscommon  3
Sligo  1
Tipperary 4 12
Waterford 2 3
Westmeath  1
Wexford 1 2
Wicklow 1 6

Since 2009, OPW has also supported Local Authorities through funding under the Minor 
Flood Mitigation and Coastal Protection Works Scheme.

01/10/2020WRF01300Public Procurement Contracts

01/10/2020WRF01400116. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the mea-
sures being put in place to expedite public works contract tendering (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [27746/20]

01/10/2020WRF01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform I have responsibility for the development of policy to en-
sure adequate expenditure oversight on capital projects and for public procurement.  The De-
partment or agency proposing and implementing a capital project is responsible for appraisal, 
planning, implementation, management, and post project review of the project and for any 
procurements necessary in line with the policies developed by my Department.

My Department, through the Office of Government Procurement, is responsible for the 
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preparation of template forms of tender and contracts which are published under the Capital 
Works Management Framework and available for use by all contracting authorities.  It is a mat-
ter for the sponsoring agency to ensure that the detailed information necessary to describe the 
project such as drawings, specifications, pricing documents, etc. is available in order to com-
mence the tender process.

01/10/2020WRF01600Garda Stations

01/10/2020WRF01700117. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the new Garda headquarters at Military Road, Kilmainham, Dublin 8; the estimated 
initial cost of the project; the updated estimate as of September 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27826/20]

01/10/2020WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Construction work on the new Garda Security and Crime Operations Centre 
at Military Rd commenced in March 2020. In line with the majority of construction sites in the 
country, the site was closed down for a period of seven weeks due to the Covid-19 restrictions 
and reopened on 18 May 2020. Works are ongoing on the project, which is now scheduled for 
completion by the end of September 2022.

The contract value is €78.5m including VAT and presently the project is within Total Proj-
ect Budget. In accordance with Department of Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines, two 
Covid-19 related ex-gratia payments, total VAT inclusive value €167,078, were agreed with the 
contractor.

01/10/2020WRF01900Departmental Properties

01/10/2020WRF02000118. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the transfer value of a site from the OPW portfolio to the Courts Service portfolio for the Fam-
ily Court complex at Hammond Lane, Dublin 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27827/20]

01/10/2020WRF02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland (CPW) acquired/assembled 
a development site at Hammond Lane, Dublin 8, over a number of years.  The purpose of this 
acquisition was to facilitate the development of a Family Court complex and office accommo-
dation for the Court Service.

Earlier this year, my colleague Helen Mc Entee, Minister for Justice and Equality announced 
funding from Budget 2020 to cover ongoing preparatory work for the Family Court complex 
and architects in my Department are currently engaging with the Courts Service on the design 
of that facility.

The transfer of the site to the Courts Service will take place at a future date and the matter 
of the value of the transfer will form part of the process.

01/10/2020WRF02200Departmental Properties

01/10/2020WRF02300119. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the OPW plans to sell or redevelop Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2; if so, the status 
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of the project; the estimated cost of same; the timeline for the project; the relocation plans for 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Houses of the Oireachtas Service and 
the National Emergency Coordination Centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27828/20]

01/10/2020WRF02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): It is the long-term strategic objective of the Commissioners of Public Works 
to modernise the State owned office portfolio under its management.  These upgrading proj-
ects present an array of complex property challenges which cannot be considered in isolation.

Agriculture House, Kildare St, Dublin 2 is a property that will require extensive refurbish-
ment in the medium term to ensure it meets all necessary, modern standards for long term oc-
cupation including the updating of energy efficiency ratings.

This project is not scheduled immediately and, as such, detailed planning has not com-
menced. Programming of projects such as Agriculture Hse are very much dependent on other 
competing priorities and ongoing, substantial demands on public funds.

01/10/2020WRF02500River Basin Management Plans

01/10/2020WRF02600120. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform fur-
ther to the decision of December 2019 to invest €7 million to advance a maintenance pro-
gramme on the River Shannon; the detailed steps taken to date; the funds committed and drawn 
down to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27991/20]

01/10/2020WRF02700121. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
dates of the meetings of the Shannon flood risk State agency co-ordination working group in the 
past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27992/20]

01/10/2020WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 120 and 121 together.

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was established in 
early 2016 by the Government to support existing plans in place and planned to address flood-
ing and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with the River Shan-
non.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe flooding arising from excep-
tional weather conditions from December, 2015 to January, 2016.

The Group meets bi-annually, once in Autumn to review the Work Programme and once in 
Spring to assess progress and issues arising during the Winter period.  The Group met on two 
occasions in the last 12 months.  The first of these meetings took place on 31st October, 2019 
and a further meeting took place on 30th April, 2020.  In 2017, the Group established a Sub-
committee on Work Programme and Measures.  The Sub-committee typically meets between 
each meeting of the main Group.  Additional meetings are held to progress work measures as 
necessary.

In October 2019, the Group agreed to a €7 million strategic programme of maintenance 
works and the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon 
between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. The 
decision to undertake these works was noted by the Government in December 2019.  Public 
consultation will be required and progression will be subject to full environmental assessment 
and planning permission. These works are being implemented by Waterways Ireland.
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In 2020, the OPW has transferred funding of €500,000 to the Department of Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, the co-sponsor of Waterways Ireland, to enable the preparatory and 
enabling phase of these works.

Waterways Ireland has advised the OPW that it has commenced work on advancing the vari-
ous interventions for these works, with implementation expected to commence in 2021. 

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was established in 
early 2016 by the Government to support existing plans in place and planned to address flood-
ing and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with the River Shan-
non.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe flooding arising from excep-
tional weather conditions from December, 2015 to January, 2016.  

The Group meets bi-annually, once in Autumn to review the Work Programme and once in 
Spring to assess progress and issues arising during the Winter period.  The Group met on two 
occasions in the last 12 months.  The first of these meetings took place on 31st October, 2019 
and a further meeting took place on 30th April, 2020.  In 2017, the Group established a Sub-
committee on Work Programme and Measures.  The Sub-committee typically meets between 
each meeting of the main Group.  Additional meetings are held to progress work measures as 
necessary.

In October 2019, the Group agreed to a €7 million strategic programme of maintenance 
works and the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon 
between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. The 
decision to undertake these works was noted by the Government in December 2019.  Public 
consultation will be required and progression will be subject to full environmental assessment 
and planning permission. These works are being implemented by Waterways Ireland.

In 2020, the OPW has transferred funding of €500,000 to the Department of Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, the co-sponsor of Waterways Ireland, to enable the preparatory and 
enabling phase of these works.

Waterways Ireland has advised the OPW that it has commenced work on advancing the vari-
ous interventions for these works, with implementation expected to commence in 2021. 

01/10/2020WRF03000Sports Funding

01/10/2020WRF03100122. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht her views on the importance of investment in sport as set out in the national 
sports policy; if she will continue to increase investment in sport along the trajectory estab-
lished in budgets 2019 and 2020 following the publication of the national sports policy; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27747/20]

01/10/2020WRF03200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I recognise the importance of sport and physical activity for our society and the 
need to ensure that opportunities are in place to allow all members of society to participate in 
sport.  

The implementation of the actions set out National Sports Policy 2018-2027 is key to achiev-
ing our vision for sport in Ireland by 2027. The three main policy aims of the National Sports 
Policy 2018-2027 are to increase participation by children and adults from all sectors of society, 
to have more Irish athletes and teams systematically and fairly achieving world-class results at 
the highest level of international competition, and to improve capacity to have Irish sporting 



1 October 2020

67

bodies with strong leadership, ethics and governance at all levels, professionals and volunteers 
suitably trained and developed, and modernised working methods and systems.

The ambition is to increase investment in sport over the 10-year lifetime of the National 
Sports Policy, to reach an annual level that exceeds €220 million by 2027. This figure is ap-
proximately double the funding allocated to sport in 2018. Additional funding was allocated for 
sport in the 2019 and 2020 budgets. This demonstrates the commitment that exists to achieving 
this ambition. 

This increased investment in sport is showing a real return, with improved performances 
by our high performance athletes and a marked increase in participation across the population, 
including in hard-to-reach communities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, just last week a further €7.3 million in funding support has 
been allocated from the Dormant Accounts Fund for sports programmes throughout the coun-
try, with the objective of increasing participation in sport and physical activity in disadvantaged 
communities and by people with disabilities.

I am confident that the Government’s investment in sport will continue to deliver a real 
impact and that in the coming years, there will be further increases in funding for sport with a 
view to achieving the ambition set out in the National Sports Policy.

As the Deputy will be aware, any additional funding for sport in 2021 is subject to the Esti-
mates 2021 process, which is underway.  I will be aiming to achieve the best outcome for sport 
as part of that process.

01/10/2020WRF03300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRF03400123. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the specific support she plans to put in place to help operators of an event (details 
supplied) whose business has crashed due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [27825/20]

01/10/2020WRF03500Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The operators to which the Deputy refers provide an important service to the 
tourism industry and are ambassadors in promoting Ireland as a  golfing destination.  Tourism 
enterprises benefit from wider horizontal supports such as the new Employment Wage Support 
Scheme, liquidity and enterprise investment measures, warehousing of tax liabilities and the ex-
tension for a further three months of the waiver of commercial rates.  The July Stimulus Pack-
age also introduced significant measures to help support Irish tourism businesses to recover 
following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. 

The Tourism Recovery Taskforce appointed in May has just submitted its report to me. It 
is making a number of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually 
recover. Along with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we 
prepare for the Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

01/10/2020WRF03600Legislative Process

01/10/2020WRF03700124. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the status of the progression of the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 
2019. [27520/20]
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01/10/2020WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): Fol-
lowing approval by Cabinet, the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill was published in De-
cember 2019.  Consultation with stakeholders was a key component of the drafting process 
and my Department has consulted with key stakeholders to ascertain their views and recom-
mendations. More recently, I held meetings with various stakeholders, including Conradh na 
Gaeilge and An Coimisinéir Teanga, to hear their views on the matter.  

Based on the feedback I have received, and as per our commitment in the Programme for 
Government, I intend to bring the Bill back before the Houses at second stage very shortly.

In line with a commitment made in the Programme for Government, it is proposed to have 
the Bill enacted before year end.

01/10/2020WRF03900Swimming Pool Programme

01/10/2020WRF04000125. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if a subvention scheme will be reintroduced for public and community-run 
swimming pools in budget 2021 in order to sustain open access to pools and to ensure people 
can learn to swim; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25974/20]

01/10/2020WRF04100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Swimming pools are important community facilities which support people of 
all ages to stay active. The Irish Sports Monitor Report 2019, recently published by Sport 
Ireland, found once again that swimming is among the most popular forms of sport in Ireland. 
Swimming is particularly popular among women and older people who tend to be less active. 
Sport Ireland research has found that regrettably the numbers of people swimming has declined 
substantially in 2020 due to the closure of swimming pools. I am pleased that under the Resil-
ience and Recovery Plan, swimming pools are currently permitted to open in all parts of the 
country. I have however received representations from many swimming pool operators who are 
experiencing severe financial strain at present.

As part of the July Jobs Stimulus, I announced a special fund of €2.5 million to support the 
reopening of publicly accessible swimming pools, in recognition of the particular challenges 
pool operators face in reopening to the public. This funding will be administered by Sport Ire-
land, which is the statutory body for the development of sport. Sport Ireland is currently finalis-
ing the grant scheme.  Full details of the scheme and the application process will be announced 
shortly.

In addition, under the revised Restart Grant Scheme which was also announced as part of 
the July Jobs Stimulus, rateable sports, leisure and fitness facilities will be eligible for a grant 
payment of €4,000.  Information on the grant is available on the Department of Business, En-
terprise and Innovation website www.dbei.gov.ie.

In recent contacts with the sport sector, it has been made clear that the financial and opera-
tional challenges associated with COVID-19 will continue into 2021. Any additional funding 
for sport in 2021 is subject to the Estimates 2021 process, which is currently underway.

01/10/2020WRF04200Corporate Governance

01/10/2020WRF04300126. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the oversight in place within her Department to monitor the spending 
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of State funds and governance matters in an organisation (details supplied); and if she is satis-
fied that all good governance procedures are being adhered to. [27842/20]

01/10/2020WRF04400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): My Department provides annual support for Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann for 
their work in the conservation and promotion of Irish traditional music, dance and language.  
The organisation was founded in 1951 and has grown to have some 400 branches today across 
Ireland, Europe, the Americas and in the Asia-Pacific region.  From the beginning, the organi-
sation has high achievements in compiling a substantial archive of recordings, in the education 
and training of musicians, dancers and teachers along with their organisation annually of the 
Fleadh Cheoil – the largest cultural festival in Ireland each year.  Additionally, a network of 
cultural centres at regional and local level operate under the auspices of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Éireann.

It is important to note that these impressive outcomes rely entirely on the voluntary effort 
of the members.  Although a national organisation – with international reach – the structure 
defined in their constitution accords significant autonomy to the members at branch level, in the 
county boards and the provincial councils, ultimately overseen by a national executive.

In relation to official funding and governance, my Department meets with the management 
of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann  several times each year  to review performance in the context 
of an annual agreement between the parties.

I am satisfied that  the Departmental has in place arrangements for oversight in relation 
to official funding and that Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann have a clearly defined constitutional 
structure with strong internal arrangements for governance in all matters of the organisation, 
membership and finances.

01/10/2020WRF04500Sport Ireland

01/10/2020WRF04600127. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the status of the involvement and-or engagement of a person (details 
supplied) with Sport Ireland and an organisation; the amount expended on their behalf from 
public funds on legal representation and advice from 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27976/20]

01/10/2020WRF04700Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The person referred to by the Deputy has no involvement or engagement in the 
operations of Sport Ireland.

In respect of the organisation concerned,  while the person referred to by the Deputy re-
mains an International Olympic Committee (IOC) member, I understand that they have not 
had any involvement or engagement with that organisation since they announced their self-
suspension from the IOC in 2016.

I can confirm to the Deputy that no public funds have been disbursed by Sport Ireland to 
the person or organisation to which the Deputy refers, to pay for legal services for that person 
in the period 2016 to 2019, nor have any public funds been expended on same to date in 2020.

I would like to take the opportunity to once again commend the Chairperson and Board of 
the organisation concerned for the transformative reforms which have been implemented over 
the past four years. This organisation has been an exemplar for good governance in the sport 
sector and the lessons learned have been of benefit to many other sporting bodies. The real 
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beneficiaries of this process are of course our high performance athletes and teams who now 
have a far greater role in decision-making to ensure their interests are paramount in all matters.

I have been advised that Sport Ireland’s working relationship with the organisation is excel-
lent and the collaboration with the organisation and other relevant sporting bodies is working 
very well. The postponement of the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games has been a signifi-
cant setback for the dedicated athletes and their coaches, who have also had to deal with the 
wider disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. However I am heartened to see many of 
our athletes performing on the world stage in recent weeks, including Sam Bennett in cycling 
and Ciara Mageean and Nadia Power in athletics. I am confident that the resilient high perfor-
mance programme led by Sport Ireland will ensure the athletes have every support as they look 
to achieve their dream of standing on the podium in Tokyo.

01/10/2020WRF04800Garda Deployment

01/10/2020WRF04900128. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if An Garda Síochána will be requested to appoint or assign to Gaeltacht areas 
gardaí who are fluent in the Irish language and able to conduct their everyday business in both 
written and oral Irish. [28009/20]

01/10/2020WRF05000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): The 
matter of appointments or assignments of gardaí to Gaeltacht areas is specifically covered under 
the provisions of the Garda Síochána Act 2005. Under Section 33(2) of the Act it is provided 
that:

- The Garda Commissioner shall, to the extent practicable, ensure that members of the 
Garda Síochána stationed in a district that includes a Gaeltacht area are sufficiently competent 
in the Irish language to enable them to use it with facility in carrying out their duties.

Responsibility for monitoring the implementation of the Official Languages Act 2003 and 
other  legislation relating to the Irish language comes under the specific remit of the Office of 
An Choimisinéara Teanga.

01/10/2020WRF05100Sports Capital Programme

01/10/2020WRF05200129. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the procedure for the disposal or distribution of assets and equipment funded by 
the sports capital scheme in the event of the dissolution of a sports club; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28011/20]

01/10/2020WRF05300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.

Every grantee under the SCP provides the Department with a guarantee that the equipment 
or capital works funded will remain in sporting use for a minimum period of time. For large 
capital grants this guarantee is in the form of a deed of covenant and charge on the property of 
the grantee.  For smaller capital grants and for equipment grants, a declaration is signed by the 
trustees/directors of the sports organisation. 

For sports equipment, the grantee is required to keep the equipment in sporting use for a 
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minimum of five years after the grant has been paid. For capital works, the minimum period of 
time to be kept in sporting use is 15 years.  

If a grantee wishes to dispose of grant aided equipment prior to the end of the five year pe-
riod the organisation is obliged to repay the unexpired value of the grant to the Department. As 
the primary aim of the SCP is to ensure that as many people have the opportunity to participate 
in sporting activity as possible, my Department is however, always willing to discuss the pos-
sible transfer of any such equipment to other sporting organisations in the area.  

Accordingly, it is recommended that any organisation that is in danger of dissolution should 
contact the Sports Capital Programmes Division of my Department in the first instance to dis-
cuss a mutually acceptable solution.

01/10/2020WRG00200Radio Broadcasting

01/10/2020WRG00300130. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the breakdown of all State funding for local radio stations in 2019 and 2020; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28030/20]

01/10/2020WRG00400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Part 10 of the Broadcasting Act, 2009 makes provision for the disbursement 
of 7% of the net television licence fee receipts to the Broadcasting Fund administered by the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI). The Broadcasting Fund supports both the Sound and 
Vision (S&V) and Archiving Schemes. Total Licence Fee Receipts comprises monies from TV 
licence sales and exchequer funding from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection for the operation of the free TV licence Scheme.  

Total funding under the Sound and Vision 3 scheme was €951,181 in 2019 and to date 
in 2020 is €3,020,156 for programming produced by or for a community or commercial ra-
dio  broadcaster.

The current  S&V 4 Scheme provides for funding for the community radio sector in respect 
of their social benefit obligations. This amounts to funding of €750,000 for community radio in 
2020.  Applications are now being invited. Further information is available on the BAI’s web-
site at https://www.bai.ie/en/broadcasting/funding-development-3/sound-vision-4/.

On 8th September the BAI launched an open funding round of the scheme, for which I se-
cured €2m in exchequer funding in the July Stimulus and which will amount to €4.5m in total. 
While this round will mainly focus on the audio visual sector, it will also provide more than 
€200,000 in funding for independent audio producers working with commercial, community 
and public service radio stations.  In addition to the Sound and Vision Schemes Foras na Gaeilge 
approved grants to Raidió na Life (€720,000 over three years) and Raidió Fáilte (€648,000 over 
three years) under the Community Radio Scheme 2019-2021, which will support both stations 
provide an all-Irish broadcasting schedule for the local Irish language listening community in 
Dublin and Belfast.

My Department has been funding Raidió RíRá since its inception in 2008 with funding of 
€615,725 provided and funding of € 75,000 approved by my Department for the station this 
year and an equivalent amount for 2021. Capital funding of €9,963 was provided to Raidió na 
Life this year to enable them to purchase new computers for the station. 

Radio stations also benefit from other State subsidies – for example the Community Em-
ployment Scheme administered by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion.

01/10/2020WRG00500Social Media Regulation

01/10/2020WRG00600131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht her views on whether there is a need for adherence to certain standards 
in social media thereby ensuring customer confidence and reliability; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28047/20]

01/10/2020WRG00700Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The General Scheme of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill was ap-
proved by Government on 9 January 2020 and subsequently published on 10 January 2020. At 
that time the Government also approved the detailed drafting of the proposed Bill by the Office 
of the Attorney General and forwarded the General Scheme to the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
for Communications, Climate Action and Environment for pre-legislative scrutiny. Due to the 
dissolution of the Dáil and Committees in January, pre-legislative scrutiny has not yet com-
menced. Engagement with the AGO is continuing on the detailed drafting of the Bill.

The enactment of the proposed Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill is a commitment 
in the Programme for Government. As per Government decision of 22 September 2020, respon-
sibility for the proposed Bill has now been transferred to the Department of Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. 

Government approval will be sought shortly for the finalisation of General Scheme of the 
proposed Bill through the addition to the provisions relating to the funding of the Media Com-
mission, the regulation of audiovisual media services, the maximum amount for financial sanc-
tions for non-compliance and other matters. These additional provisions will then be forwarded 
to the Office of the Attorney General for addition as a basis for detailed drafting and to the 
relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee for pre-legislative scrutiny. It is for the relevant newly 
formed Committee to determine whether and when to commence such scrutiny.

At this time, the finalised General Scheme will also be notified to the European Commission 
for a technical conformity assessment with relevant EU law regarding regulations on online 
services.

The proposed Bill will establish a multi-person Media Commission, including an Online 
Safety Commissioner, dissolve the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, establish regulatory 
frameworks for online safety and the regulation of audiovisual media services, and transpose 
the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive. The regulatory framework for online safety 
will be overseen by the Online Safety Commissioner. The Commissioner will have the power to 
designate online services for regulation and to create and enforce binding online safety codes, 
which will set standards that online services will be required to follow. These will seek to mi-
nimise the availability of harmful online content through oversight of the systems that online 
services used to deliver and moderate content. The regulator will have the power to sanction 
non-compliant online services, including financial sanctions.

Regarding consumer protection more broadly, the Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission, the Data Protection Commission and An Garda Síochána have general roles, in-
cluding in relation to activity on or by social media, in advertising and consumer protection 
standards, data protection and privacy law and fraud and other offences respectively.



1 October 2020

73

01/10/2020WRG00800Social Media Regulation

01/10/2020WRG00900132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the degree to which an examination has been carried out as to whether 
the established media, print, electronic and broadcasting, are being disadvantaged by social 
media; if steps will be taken to address these issues without interfering with the freedom of the 
press; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28048/20]

01/10/2020WRG01000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): On 10 December 2019 the former Government agreed the terms of reference 
for the Commission on the Future of Irish Public Service Broadcasting to be established by the 
Department of the Taoiseach. The former  President of Dublin City University, Professor Brian 
Mac Craith was appointed as Chair of the Commission.

The Programme for Government has expanded the remit of the Public Service Broadcast-
ing Commission to become a Future of Media Commission  to consider the future of print, 
broadcast, and online media in a platform  agnostic fashion and details of the Commission were 
announcer earlier this week.  It is expected that the Commission will complete its deliberations 
within nine months on the necessary measures that need to be taken to ensure that there is a 
vibrant, independent public service media for the next generation.

01/10/2020WRG01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRG01200133. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which the tourism sector can be further assisted in the short 
and medium term given the severe impact of Covid-19 on the industry; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28049/20]

01/10/2020WRG01300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Tourism has suffered a severe impact as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. Along 
with my colleagues in Government, I have taken a number of measures to help the sector 
survive this current crisis. The July Stimulus Package introduced significant measures to help 
support businesses to recover following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. Some 
of the key measures for tourism and hospitality include the “Stay and Spend” initiative, the 
€26m adaptation grant, the €10m grant for coach tourism and the revised Restart grant which 
now includes B&B’s.  Tourism enterprises also benefit from wider horizontal supports such as 
the new Employment Wage Support Scheme, liquidity and enterprise investment measures, 
warehousing of tax liabilities and the extension for a further three months of the waiver of com-
mercial rates.

As part of its response to COVID-19, and to drive bookings for short breaks and holidays 
in Ireland in 2020, Fáilte Ireland has invested in a number of domestic holiday campaigns since 
June of this year.  I have seen at first hand that these campaigns have been successful in getting 
Irish people to holiday at home. 

All of these measures have been of great benefit to the sector. I appreciate, however, that we 
need to continue to examine ways to ensure that businesses survive and recover. The Tourism 
Recovery Taskforce appointed in May submitted its report to me this week. It is making a num-
ber of recommendations to help the sector to survive the crisis and eventually recover. Along 
with my colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations as we prepare for the 
Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.
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01/10/2020WRG01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRG01500134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she continues to explore ways to assist the tourism 
sector at home and internationally in an effort to address issues caused by Brexit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28050/20]

01/10/2020WRG01600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Brexit poses significant challenges to our tourism sector. The impact of the 
drop in value of sterling since the UK referendum on EU membership in 2016 has been that 
from a tourism perspective, Ireland has become a more expensive destination for UK visitors.  
The number of British visitors to Ireland in 2019 was 3.5% less than in 2016 and the associated 
revenue generated by British visitors was 7.9% less in 2019 than in 2016.

A No-Deal Brexit, combined with impacts of Covid-19, will have very significant negative 
impacts for Irish tourism. It will mean fewer tourists, lower revenues, less employment and 
a lost in Exchequer earnings from the sector. These losses will impact Ireland as a whole but 
will be felt hardest in regional areas where there are few alternatives to replace the economic 
benefits generated by tourism.

In 2019, the Government allocated almost €8 million in additional funding to the tourism 
agencies specifically to respond to the impact of Brexit. Furthermore, additional Government 
supplementary funding of €7 million was provided to the agencies at the end of 2019, primarily 
to support accelerated tourism marketing initiatives aimed at mitigating the impacts of Brexit.

Budget 2020 saw an allocation of almost €186 million for tourism, up 10% (over €17m) on 
the 2019 allocation. This has helped to ensure that the agencies remain equipped to deal with 
the challenges caused by Brexit as the situation evolves. Budget 2020 also included a €40m 
contingency fund for tourism, which would be available in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

GB is a vital market for Ireland’s tourism sector. It provides the best seasonal and regional 
dispersion of visitors across the country. GB is Ireland’s single largest source market, account-
ing for 35% of all overseas tourists in 2019.   

Fáilte Ireland will continue to support businesses to access relevant Brexit business sup-
ports, to cut and contain costs, build value and drive competitiveness. Through its ‘Get Brexit 
Ready’ programme, Fáilte Ireland offers a set of supports, to help tourism businesses meet 
Brexit-related challenges such as development supports, training programmes, and insights and 
market intelligence. Tourism businesses can also avail of Fáilte Ireland’s ‘Brexit-check’ online 
tool allowing them to assess their own level of Brexit readiness. 

Tourism Ireland is undertaking an extensive programme of research in our major markets 
– to identify when consumers are ready to consider holidaying again and which of our markets 
offer us the best short-term prospects. The insights gained will inform Tourism Ireland’s new 
business plan and will ensure that Tourism Ireland’s promotional plan is as targeted and as mo-
tivational as it possibly can be – in order to drive a strong recovery for tourism to the island of 
Ireland as quickly as it is possible to realise it.  

Officials from my Department and the tourism agencies remain in close contact as regards 
ensuring that appropriate contingency plans and other necessary resources are in place to assist 
in preparing for the end of the transition period.

The Government has put in place a range of supports and other resources to assist in prepar-
ing for the end of the transition period.  Businesses are encouraged to avail of these supports, 
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and to get ready now if they have not already done so.  Acting now can help to mitigate the risks 
of disruption, delays and increased costs.

The Tourism Recovery Taskforce has completed its final report this week, which  includes 
a set of recommendations on how best the Irish Tourism sector, can adapt and recover. In the 
context of framing Budget 2021 and our impending National Economic Plan, I am reviewing 
the recommendations of the Taskforce with my colleagues in Government, as we consider the 
policy measures needed to facilitate sector growth in what will be a highly competitive and 
uniquely challenging environment for Irish tourism in a Post COVID-19 and Post Brexit world.

01/10/2020WRG01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRG01800135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she continues to explore ways and means of assist-
ing the arts, notwithstanding the Covid-19 pandemic, with particular reference to the need to 
regenerate employment in the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28051/20]

01/10/2020WRG01900136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she continues to have dialogue with stakeholders 
in the arts with a view to achieving a means of addressing the crisis arising from the Covid-19 
pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28052/20]

01/10/2020WRG02000137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she continues to promote the arts and culture sec-
tors as a means of recovering from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28053/20]

01/10/2020WRG02100138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she expects cultural activities to assist in Ireland’s 
recovery from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28054/20]

01/10/2020WRG02200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 135 to 138, inclusive, together.

The arts and culture sectors have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic; cul-
tural venues and events were among the first to be closed in the country’s public health response 
to the crisis, and they will be among the last to recover.

The Deputy will also be aware that I have recently appointed the Arts and Culture Recov-
ery Taskforce which is beìng chaired by Clare Duignan.  The membership of the taskforce 
includes representation from the Events Industry Alliance.  Taking as its starting point, the 
research and evidence of the devastating impact of the pandemic on the sector compiled by 
the Department, the Arts Council and other stakeholders, the Taskforce will prepare a report to 
me setting out recommendations on how best the arts and culture sector can adapt and recover 
from the unprecedented damage arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  The sector includes cul-
ture, the arts, the audiovisual industry and the live entertainment industry.

The Taskforce has already met twice.  Its proceedings will be conducted in a transparent 
manner and all correspondence will be published in due course. 

Earlier this month, I launched a number of new music and performance support schemes to 
aid employment in the creative industries.  An allocation of €5 million is being made available 
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under the “Live Performance Support Scheme” which aims to assist commercial venues, pro-
ducers and promoters of live performances and provide employment to workers in the creative 
industries.

A further support package, the Music Stimulus Package, involves three funding schemes 
designed to help sustain the popular and commercial music sector across all music genres, 
including rock, pop, hip hop, indie, jazz, country and western and traditional and folk.  Under 
this package, a fund of €1,000,000 is being put in place to stimulate areas of work which artists 
would usually fund with income from own sources including live event fees.  These schemes 
are targeted at professional musicians and their teams and will support song writing camps, 
recording and album releases.  The aim is to ensure that Irish musicians, engineers, PR, media, 
agents, labels and publishers can continue to develop and share their work in the context of 
COVID restrictions. The Music Stimulus Package schemes will be managed on behalf of the 
Department by First Music Contact and will be subject to peer panel assessment.

With the upcoming Budget and the development of the National Economic Plan, the Gov-
ernment will review and refine existing supports, and consider any further necessary measures 
required as a consequence of COVID-19.

01/10/2020WRG02600Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRG02700139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the steps she can take to promote and develop the recovery of sport in 
Ireland with particular reference to the restrictions caused by Covid-19; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28055/20]

01/10/2020WRG02800Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact on the sport sector, with 
all sporting activity suspended at the end of March.  The sport sector has played a key role in 
supporting the public health by promoting key messages and many sports clubs throughout the 
country supported elderly and vulnerable members of their communities.  The sporting bodies 
have also done excellent work to develop and implement protocols for the safe return to training 
and competition, with guidance from Sport Ireland and the Expert Group on Return to Sport 
established by my Department.  

It is thanks to this hard work that sport in Ireland has thankfully already recovered to a 
considerable extent, notwithstanding the acute financial and operational difficulties still being 
encountered. From early June, group training was successfully resumed and our elite athletes 
returned to training. Significant national competitive events are also taking place and sports 
participation levels across the population have also recovered. 

 Sport Ireland continues to be extremely active in its sport promotional activities. Sport Ire-
land’s network of Local Sports Partnerships (LSPs) is the primary means employed to deliver 
participation policies and action. Research recently undertaken by Sport Ireland indicates sig-
nificant increases in the number of people participating in sport and physical, especially in rela-
tion to recreational walking and cycling.  Sport Ireland are also currently assessing applications 
for funding from sports bodies as part of the €70m package announced earlier in the Summer 
and plan to make announcements towards the end of October.

Finally, we must all be aware that case numbers and hospitalisations continue to rise and con-
tinue our efforts to prevent transmission of infection in our communities and to limit our social 
contacts. I would ask all those involved in Irish sport, from elite to grassroots, to continue to 
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observe public health advice and to take all appropriate precautions at training and sporting 
events.

01/10/2020WRG02900Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRG03000140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the degree to which she continues to liaise with the various sporting 
organisations with a view to restoration of sport to normality in the course of recovery from re-
strictions imposed due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28056/20]

01/10/2020WRG03100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): From the outset of the pandemic earlier this year, a close liaison has been 
maintained between my Department, Sport Ireland and the various sporting organisations. This 
has been achieved in particular through the establishment of a representative Sports Moni-
toring Group, which has held regular meetings over the past few months. In addition, Sport 
Ireland, which is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, has main-
tained ongoing contact with the sporting organisations.

I have also met a number of the sporting organisations recently and I would hope to be in a 
position to hold further such meetings in the coming period. 

This close collaborative relationship has provided an acute understanding of the difficul-
ties and challenges that face the sports sector. It has also informed the development of the vari-
ous funding packages in place to support the sector, which have been widely welcomed.

01/10/2020WRG03200Irish Language

01/10/2020WRG03300141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht her vision for the promotion of the Irish language in all areas through-
out the country in the future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28057/20]

01/10/2020WRG03400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Government acknowledges the importance of the 
Irish language as the first language of the State, as a living language and as a vital component 
of the heritage of this island.  

My Department has overall responsibility for co-ordinating the implementation of the 20-
Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, which represents the cornerstone of the Gov-
ernment’s policy on the Irish language. In 2018, the Department published the 5-Year Action 
Plan 2018-2022 for the implementation of the Strategy, outlining specific strategic priorities 
for the following five years, along with a timeline for their implementation.  The Plan outlines 
over 180 specific measures that are being implemented in conjunction with approximately 60 
stakeholders on a cross-Departmental basis in support of the Irish language and the Gaeltacht. 

The Gaeltacht Act, 2012, provides the statutory footing for the language planning process. 
Under the process, Gaeltacht communities, and communities in Gaeltacht Service Towns and in 
Irish Language Networks as prescribed under the Act, are being afforded the opportunity to pre-
pare and implement language plans at a community level with ongoing State support.  To date, 
18 of 26 language plans relating to Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas have been approved 
under the process, in addition to three plans relating to the Irish Language Networks and two 
plans relating to Gaeltacht Service Towns. 
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Further supports towards implementation of the process are provided centrally in the early 
years, family and youth sectors and for the traditional arts.

The new Programme for Government also contains a commitment that the Official Lan-
guages (Amendment) Bill 2019 be enacted before the end of this year. I look forward to bring-
ing the Bill back before the Houses at second stage shortly, at which time Oireachtas mem-
bers will have the opportunity to discuss the Bill and put forward proposals for its amendment.

I should also add that my Department provides significant co-funding to Foras na Gaeilge 
to carry out its statutory mandate under the British-Irish Agreement Act 1999, to promote the 
Irish language on an all-island basis. This funding, along with funding from the Department 
for Communities in Northern Ireland, enables Foras na Gaeilge to provide support, advice and 
financial assistance to many community language groups and to its six lead organisations, who 
are working to promote the Irish language on an all-island basis.

01/10/2020WRG03500Island Communities

01/10/2020WRG03600142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she foresees opportunities to improve the conditions 
of life on the islands with particular reference to employment, sporting and cultural opportuni-
ties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28058/20]

01/10/2020WRG03700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the 
Deputy will be aware, under the Islands (Transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministe-
rial Functions) Order 2020, responsibility for the offshore Islands has recently transferred from 
my Department to the Department of Rural and Community Development, with effect from 23 
September 2020.

Having said that, my Department continues to provide funding to support the development 
of community, language, and recreational facilities on Gaeltacht offshore islands inter alia un-
der my Department’s Community and Language Supports Programme in further support of the 
Gaeltacht offshore islands.  In that regard, I might also mention that on foot of a recent policy 
review by my Department in relation to the programme, the maximum level of capital grant-
aid which can now be provided by my Department for eligible island-based projects  has been 
increased from 80% to 90% of the total eligible costs.  

While recognising that my Department no longer has responsibility for the islands, this 
policy change nonetheless  represents a practical response to the significant and ongoing chal-
lenges faced by island communities.

I might also mention that under this revised policy, I recently allocated €424,462 - equiva-
lent to 90% of the total cost - to Comhlacht Forbartha Inis Meáin to enable them to begin works 
on the development of a community centre on the island.  This follows an initial allocation by 
my Department of €53,798 towards consultancy costs in relation to the project.  

The Deputy may also be aware that my Department also administers a specific measure, 
ÁRAINN Gaeltachta, by which funding of up to €150,000 over a 3-year period was recently 
allocated in order to facilitate up to 30 post-primary students per year in attending any one of 
the three post-primary schools on the Aran Islands for a full school-year. This practical mea-
sure not only supports language enrichment opportunities but also supports the ongoing viabil-
ity of second-level education provision on the Aran islands. Notwithstanding the unique chal-
lenges being presented by the ongoing pandemic, it is my hope that this measure can continue 
into the future when it is safe and practical to do so.
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In the interests of completeness, I should also point out that Údarás na Gaeltachta will 
continue to support enterprise development on Gaeltacht offshore islands as part of its overall 
remit.  

On a general note, the Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government includes a 
commitment to develop a new Policy for Island Development, which will identify and address 
the main challenges and opportunities to support the social, economic and cultural development 
of our island communities.  Prior to the transfer of functions a significant  amount of consulta-
tion in relation to the development of this policy was undertaken. This consultation will con-
tinue under the stewardship of the Department of Rural and Community Development in order 
to fully inform the new islands’ policy.

01/10/2020WRG03800Weather Events

01/10/2020WRG03900143. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of flood events from 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020, by local authority in 
tabular form. [27735/20]

01/10/2020WRG04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department undertakes the Lead Government Department role, as set out in the Strate-
gic Emergency Management (SEM) Framework (2017), in relation to coordination of national 
level response to flooding emergencies, where warranted. This includes preparation of review 
reports into the response to flooding emergencies where national level coordination is activated, 
including the Review Report on Severe Weather Events 2017-2018, which is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link:

 https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/severe_weather_review_
report_-_final.pdf

It should be noted that local authorities are designated as lead agency for coordinating the 
local response to flooding emergencies as per the Government decision relating to the “Frame-
work for Major Emergency Management” (2006). My Department would not be involved in 
flooding events that are managed at a local level and therefore would not hold the precise data 
requested by the Deputy.

The flooding events that my Department have responded to in its role as lead Government 
Department over the period 2017 to date are set out below.

2017 

August 2017 – Inishowen, Co. Donegal

November 2017 – Mountmellick, Co. Laois

2018

January 2018 – Galway City

2019

October 2019 - Donegal Town 

December 2019 - Galway City

2020
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February 2020 – River Shannon (numerous areas)

June 2020 – Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford

July 2020 – Kenmare, Sneem, Co. Kerry

August 2020 – Skibbereen, Youghal, Bantry and Bandon, Co. Cork

September 2020 – Clifden, Co. Galway

01/10/2020WRG04100Licence Applications

01/10/2020WRG04200144. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of deer hunting licences waiting to be processed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27741/20]

01/10/2020WRG04300145. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the measures that will be implemented to deal with the backlog of deer hunting licences for the 
2020/2021 season; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27742/20]

01/10/2020WRG04400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 144 and 145 together.

Applicants for deer hunting licenses are always advised to apply before July to ensure that 
they get their licenses before the beginning of the deer hunting season.  At this stage all appli-
cants who had applied before July will have received their licenses.  Over 3,100 licenses have 
been issued since 1 August this year.

Notwithstanding this, I am aware of some delays in my Department in processing later 
batches of deer hunting licence applications this year and that some deer hunters have not re-
ceived their licenses yet.  The delays arise too as a result of the ongoing Covid-19 public health 
emergency and the effects this has had on travel and working arrangements.  While staff in 
the unit that deals with the issuing of licenses continued  to attend the office during the crisis, 
given restrictions, the numbers of such staff attending was, of course, limited.  The database 
system used for managing deer licensing is not currently a web based one and some technical 
challenges arose in facilitating the processing of such licenses for staff working remotely with 
laptops.  Staff continue to work to eliminate the backlog as quickly as possible.

01/10/2020WRG04600Property Registration Authority

01/10/2020WRG04700146. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the waiting times for the key functions of the Land Registry including the stamping of 
deeds, registering of conveyances; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27765/20]

01/10/2020WRG04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
am informed that the Property Registration Authority (PRA) is currently operating a high level 
of service.  In this regard, applications for registration can be lodged as usual through the post 
or DX and are being processed in order of priority.  Urgent applications are processed expedi-
tiously upon request, on a case by case basis.

For the month of August 2020, the following is the case.
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  Intake Output 
 Land Registry  16,818 transactions 15,461 transactions registered
 Registry of Deeds  2,020 applications 2,580 applications registered

I am further informed that all of the PRA’s electronic services continue to be available at 
landdirect.ie and eRegistration.ie.  Moreover, requests for Certified Copy Folios with Map and 
Copy Instruments can be made online via the PRA’s landdirect.ie service or by post.  Plain copy 
orders of Memorials/ROD Applications are being processed by the Registry of Deeds.

Registrations in the Registry of Deeds are completed within seven days of receipt.

The arrear of applications on hand in the Land Registry has increased by 26 per cent when 
compared to the end of August 2019, primarily due to the impact of the ongoing Covid-19 cri-
sis.  As applications for registration are often complex, necessitating numerous legal queries, it 
is not possible to give an estimate of the potential delays.  However, as the number of applica-
tions being lodged is decreasing, response times will improve over time.

01/10/2020WRG04900Local Authority Funding

01/10/2020WRG05000147. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the breakdown of the local authority funding provided from central Government in each of 
the years 2010 to 2019, inclusive, in tabular form.  [27967/20]

01/10/2020WRG05100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities receive central government funding for both current and capital expenditure 
by means of Government grants and subsidies.  This information can be seen in the audited an-
nual financial statements (AFS) of each authority.  The table below details the total payments to 
each authority from central government covering the years 2014 to 2018. 2019 data is not yet 
available as the audit of the 2019 AFS was delayed by the Covid-19 pandemic and is not yet 
complete.

A significant change to local government structures took place in 2014 when town and 
borough councils were amalgamated with their county authorities. Information on central fund-
ing allocated between 2010 and 2013 to each of the 88 local authorities that existed before the 
amalgamation is not readily available and its compilation would involve a disproportionate 
amount of time and work.

Total Central Government Funding to 31 Local Authorities 

  (Current and Capital Combined) 2014 to 2018    

LOCAL   AU-
THORITY

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

CARLOW €23,420,097 €19,867,861 €24,642,889 €28,559,725 €41,468,530 €137,959,102

CAVAN €31,398,734 €30,733,479 €34,580,737 €35,754,643 €47,484,660 €179,952,252

CLARE €46,332,742 €46,040,589 €48,669,933 €58,797,585 €71,110,269 €270,951,117

CORK   CITY €48,232,910 €55,727,085 €87,729,519 €66,160,513 €112,040,136 €369,890,163

CORK   
COUNTY

€112,515,241 €112,346,021 €137,040,517 €169,763,085 €217,209,086 €748,873,950

DONEGAL €61,096,928 €54,824,441 €78,512,384 €73,847,701 €119,516,139 €387,797,594

DUBLIN €204,233,720 €242,504,046 €330,607,184 €444,517,982 €538,587,667 €1,760,450,599

DLRD €37,966,879 €47,070,365 €48,266,594 €76,088,260 €77,165,853 €286,557,950

FINGAL €39,920,364 €72,259,705 €79,471,797 €103,082,295 €147,909,118 €442,643,278
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LOCAL   AU-
THORITY

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

GALWAY   
CITY

€18,140,137 €18,792,239 €23,196,120 €23,975,178 €37,497,543 €121,601,216

GALWAY   
COUNTY

€76,889,302 €75,155,907 €86,863,167 €70,657,232 €100,988,643 €410,554,251

KERRY €49,416,250 €49,775,336 €62,785,168 €75,162,274 €103,789,388 €340,928,416

KILDARE €51,709,783 €56,592,680 €84,867,170 €111,677,523 €168,278,966 €473,126,123

KILKENNY €30,704,388 €46,973,810 €40,943,903 €50,582,592 €68,390,588 €237,595,281

LAOIS €26,240,363 €25,960,351 €25,107,202 €32,892,091 €37,176,623 €147,376,631

LEITRIM €17,690,516 €14,564,530 €21,984,717 €18,480,979 €23,501,023 €96,221,766

LIMERICK €88,742,158 €97,317,003 €153,485,465 €261,552,461 €397,407,552 €998,504,638

LONGFORD €17,279,959 €15,653,565 €17,030,112 €20,245,641 €32,604,957 €102,814,234

LOUTH €24,328,071 €39,052,312 €36,820,924 €46,728,200 €60,319,400 €207,248,907

MAYO €67,178,089 €75,628,772 €95,595,439 €80,062,808 €102,033,481 €420,498,590

MEATH €33,206,935 €37,195,826 €50,385,478 €58,563,490 €100,263,169 €279,614,898

MONAGHAN €27,054,503 €25,408,013 €31,915,439 €41,850,214 €44,113,318 €170,341,488

OFFALY €20,717,629 €23,741,631 €26,103,076 €25,479,252 €34,885,997 €130,927,584

ROSCOMMON €46,692,776 €27,307,199 €41,786,476 €35,342,425 €48,834,365 €199,963,241

SLIGO €29,456,042 €44,836,074 €43,928,469 €37,948,765 €52,172,747 €208,342,097

SOUTH   DUB-
LIN

€51,244,048 €47,685,633 €88,535,703 €101,602,900 €159,871,527 €448,939,812

TIPPERARY €53,844,623 €53,628,182 €71,864,919 €65,858,619 €86,487,410 €331,683,754

WATERFORD €56,270,580 €52,564,401 €61,467,791 €49,156,890 €86,982,901 €306,442,562

WESTMEATH €32,572,719 €34,989,320 €37,743,575 €37,831,292 €50,462,307 €193,599,214

WEXFORD €43,417,571 €59,502,952 €53,118,747 €62,160,930 €87,905,044 €306,105,244

WICKLOW €36,230,290 €45,007,453 €48,946,220 €36,655,440 €63,327,045 €230,166,448

TOTALS €1,504,144,349 €1,648,706,778 €2,073,996,835 €2,401,038,985 €3,319,785,454 €10,947,672,401

01/10/2020WRG05200Waterways Ireland

01/10/2020WRG05300148. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the protocol for the closure of sluice gates in Athlone and the dates in July 2020 that 
the ESB closed sluice gates in Athlone; the number closed on each date; the protocol for the 
removal of boards and the opening of sluice gates in Meelick; the dates in July 2020 that Water-
ways Ireland opened sluice gates and removed boards; the number of boards removed and gates 
opened on each date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [27992/20]

01/10/2020WRG05400166. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the protocol for the removal of boards and the opening of sluice gates in Meelick; the 
dates in July 2020 that Waterways Ireland staff or their agents opened sluice gates and removed 
boards; and the number of boards removed and gates opened on each date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [27993/20]

01/10/2020WRG05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 148 and 166 together.

The protocol for the closure of sluice gates in Athone is determined by the ESB.

If the sluice gates are closed in Athlone, Waterways Ireland will carry out an appropriate 
sluice operation in the Meelick area.

Waterways Ireland as the Inland Navigation Authority, operates the sluices and weir boards 
in the Meelick area. There are 30 sluices south of Banagher. They are on two channels in paral-
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lel in the Meelick area with

- 18 sluices on the new cut; and

- 12 sluices on Meelick weir.

Waterways Ireland has stated that the operating procedure is as follows:

When water levels are indicated as being at 2.18 (35.41) metres on the gauge at Banagher 
and falling, sluices are closed on either the new cut or Meelick weir. This regime continues 
when all but 3 to 5 sluices are closed and water levels continue to fall. The weir boards are in-
stalled on the 57 bays of the weir to maintain water levels for Navigation purposes. The reverse 
applies when water levels at the gauge at Banagher exceed 2.18 metres and sluices are opened 
in the Meelick area and the weir boards removed.

The table below shows the number of sluice gates open and closed by the ESB and Water-
ways Ireland and the number of boards removed for the month of July 2020.

BANAGHER 
AREA/MEELICK

ATHLONE 
SOUTH

DATE Water Level   SLUICES OPEN   RAINFALL(mm) WEIR BOARDS   W.L. SLUICES OPEN   RAINFALL(mm) 

1ST July   35.36 12 1.7 IN 35.63 4 5 

2nd July   35.39 13 0.9 IN 35.68 4 4.6 

3rd July   35.42 15 2.6 IN 35.7 6 2.9 

4th July   35.48 18 0.2 IN 35.91 6 2 

5th July   35.53 19 0 IN 35.98 6 2.7 

6th July   35.53 19 0.9 IN 35.98 6 2.4 

7th July   35.53 20 1.1 IN 36.01 6 3.6 

8th July   35.5 23 9.7 IN 36.06 6 10.5 

9th July   35.43 25 11.1 REMOVED IL-
LEGALLY   

36.06 0 10.3 

10th July   35.44 26 0 OUT/Retrieving 
weir boards   

36.04 0 0 

11th July   35.4 28 0 OUT 36.09 0 0 

12th July   35.36 29 0 OUT 36.09 0 0 

13th July   35.34 30 0.4 OUT/Retrieving 
weir boards   

36.09 0 0 

14th July   35.33 30 0 OUT/Retrieving 
weir boards   

36.09 0 0 

15th July   35.31 30 1.4 OUT 36.09 0 2.3 

16th July   35.29 30 0 OUT 36.09 0 0 

17th July   35.26 28 0 OUT 36.04 0 0.2 

18th July   35.27 28 0.6 OUT 36.04 0 4.4 

19th July   35.27 38 0 OUT 36.04 0 0 

20th July   35.25 25 0 OUT 35.98 0 0 

21st July   35.26 23 0 OUT 35.96 0 0 

22nd July   35.26 22 3.1 OUT 35.93 0 1.9 

23rd July   35.25 19 0.3 OUT 35.93 0 2.7 

24th July   35.29 19 0 OUT 36.01 2 1.2 

25th July   35.28 22 3.9 OUT 35.96 1 8.3 

26th July   35.28 21 4 OUT 35.96 1 10.3 

27th July   35.32 21 10 OUT 35.98 1 14.4 

28th July   35.38 26 0 OUT 36.06 1 0.7 

29th July   35.34 24 0 OUT 36.01 0 0 

30th July   35.35 25 5.5 OUT 36.06 0 10 

31st July   35.4 28 4.9 OUT 36.14 0 2.6 

62.3 103 

01/10/2020WRG05600Heritage Promotion

01/10/2020WRG05700149. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage when the heritage in schools programme will return. [27725/20]

01/10/2020WRG05800150. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if funding under the heritage for schools programme will be provided to parents who are 
homeschooling in 2020.  [27726/20]

01/10/2020WRG05900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 149 and 150 together.

The Heritage in Schools programme is not run by my Department but rather it is adminis-
tered by the Heritage Council, which is funded by my Department. 

The scheme provides a panel of 160 heritage specialists who visit primary schools through-
out the country.   The aim of the Scheme is to encourage awareness of the natural and cultural 
world that surrounds us in our daily lives and engage children in a direct experience of their 
heritage, preferably outside the classroom. The Scheme supports the aims and objectives of the 
Social, Scientific and Environmental Education (SSEE) curriculum and provides an additional 
educational tool and resource for teachers. The scheme is part-funded by the school and the 
Heritage Council.

Visits generally relate to heritage in the locality of the school, and, in previous years, through 
the Scheme, the children could develop a knowledge and appreciation for the uniqueness of their 
locality through trips to local parks, woods, lakes, rivers, sea-shores, old graveyards, castles or 
churches or other places of interest through structured field trips with a Heritage specialist.

While visits to schools have, of course, been on hold since mid-March 2020 due to COVID 
19, the spirit of the scheme has been kept alive, and heritage specialists on the Panel were in-
vited to make videos for promotion online. 30 online videos were developed, with the heritage 
specialists covering a vast range of topics from potato planting, folklore on herbs and  beetle 
identification to modelling archaeological sites out of papier mâché and singing traditional 
songs. These have proven very popular with family groups too and are, of course, available to 
families who are home-schooling. 

Public health remains the main priority of the Heritage Council, who will continue to play 
its part in keeping everyone safe. There are many factors to consider before the programme can 
open up to physical visits again, including a risk assessment on managing future processes for 
visits, as well as compliance with individual school COVID 19 policy statements and risk as-
sessments. 

The Council is, however, working on a virtual programme which is being piloted in coun-
ties Donegal and Kilkenny, with the Education Centres and the Heritage Officers.  The re-
sponse from schools so far has been very positive with approximately 90 requests for virtual 
visits registered to date. More detailed information on the videos, the virtual programme and 
the Heritage Council’s other activities is available on its website www.heritagecouncil.ie or by 
contacting the Council directly.  

While funding for parents who are home-schooling is a matter for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills, the Heritage in Schools online material is available to all and can be found on 
the Heritage Council’s website.

01/10/2020WRH00300Waterways Issues

01/10/2020WRH00400151. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage the works carried out by local authorities in respect of maintenance work on the River 
Shannon; and the cost of each project in 2017, 2018 and 2019, in tabular form. [27728/20]

01/10/2020WRH00500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This is an operational matter for individual local authorities in the Shannon basin.

01/10/2020WRH00600Pyrite Remediation Programme

01/10/2020WRH00700152. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of a remediation scheme for those who have been affected by pyrite in their 
homes, including those who have not fallen under the remit of previous schemes but who are 
still affected by the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27771/20]

01/10/2020WRH00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of the 
Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be implemented 
by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. 

The provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material 
and not to damage arising in any other circumstance, e.g. such as pyrite in concrete blocks.  

The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie. 

The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave, established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2017 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave. There are no proposals to provide for further financial 
assistance outside of the scheme.

As matters currently stand, the owners of dwellings located within the counties of Kildare, 
Meath or Offaly or the administrative areas of Fingal County Council, Dublin City Council, 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown or South Dublin are eligible to apply for remediation works under 
the scheme and I have recently extended the pyrite remediation scheme to include the admin-
istrative area of Limerick City and County Council, which will see homeowners of dwellings 
with significant damage attributable to pyritic heave in County Limerick eligible to apply for 
remediation works under the Pyrite Remediation Scheme.

€20m was provided under Budget 2020 to cover the implementation of the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme and is a clear signal of the continuing importance attached by Government to ad-
dressing the issue of significant pyritic damage in private dwellings. This will bring to approx. 
€150m the total funding provided under the scheme since 2014.

The latest figures available indicate that up to 2,800 applications have been made under the 
Scheme and, so far, 2,286 dwellings have been included. A further 88 applications have been 
validated and referred to the Housing Agency for the Assessment and Verification Process, 119 
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applications are at the initial Application and Validation Process and 238 applications were not 
successful. Of the 2,286 dwellings included, the works in respect of 2,001 are complete with the 
rest at various stages of progress.

01/10/2020WRH00900Local Authority Housing

01/10/2020WRH01000153. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the making of a differential rents scheme will be moved from an executive func-
tion to a reserved function of local authority members, as proposed in Putting People First, to 
give members more say in local democracy; the reason for the delay; his plans to prepare a 
national differential rent scheme; when the proposals will be put in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27772/20]

01/10/2020WRH01100154. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if a directive will be issued to local authorities in respect of exempting carer’s allow-
ance and the working family payment from consideration when calculating rent in view of the 
fact that both payments are targeted as supports for low-income households; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27773/20]

01/10/2020WRH01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 153 and 154 together.

The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings is laid down in sec-
tion 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  The making or amending of such schemes under section 58 
is an executive function and is subject to broad principles set out by my Department, including 
that rent levels should be based on income and reflect tenants’ ability to pay.

Decisions regarding the sources of income which are included and disregarded for rent as-
sessment purposes are a matter for individual local authorities.  Different approaches are taken 
to rent charging and setting across the country.  Schemes define assessable income on which 
the rent is calculated and detail a list of sources of income (including social welfare payments) 
considered assessable and payments that are excluded.

The Programme for Government commits to bringing forward a package of social housing 
reforms, which includes standardising the differential rents regime across the country to ensure 
fairness.  Standardisation would include the treatment of income disregards.  Work on the re-
view of the current rent schemes has been ongoing and I have asked my Department to prepare 
recommendations regarding the potential for a standardised local authority rents system, which 
I will consider in due course as part of the package of social housing reforms.  The respective 
roles of the executive and elected members will be considered as part of this process.

01/10/2020WRH01400Local Authority Functions

01/10/2020WRH01500155. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his views on issues in the Part 8 process since the amalgamation of north and south 
Tipperary county councils in circumstances in which county councillors have proposed and 
seconded social housing projects in parts of a county that they are unfamiliar with and have 
no local knowledge of; if Part 8 developments should only be proposed and seconded by local 
authority members within the relevant municipal districts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27774/20]
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01/10/2020WRH01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provisions in relation to proposed local authority “own development” projects - commonly 
referred to as Part 8 projects - are provided for in Section 179 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000, as amended (the Act) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended.

Under these provisions, a planning authority is required to advertise its proposals for such 
developments and to invite submissions and observations from members of the public as well 
as from the relevant statutory bodies in respect of such proposals. Under section 179(3) of the 
Act, the Chief Executive of the local authority is also required to submit a report on the pro-
posed development, taking account of the public submissions received, for consideration of the 
elected members of the Council. The report of the Chief Executive must include a description of 
the nature and extent of the proposed development, the principal features thereof, an appropri-
ate plan of the plan of the proposed development and an appropriate map of the relevant area.

The Part 8 proposals, together with a copy of the Chief Executives report, are ultimately 
required to be submitted to the elected members of the Council for consideration, who may, as 
a reserved function, resolve to accept, modify or reject the Chief Executive’s recommendation 
on the proposed development. These arrangements in relation to Part 8 projects, as approved by 
the Oireachtas in the legislative process in the enactment of the Act, apply equally to all local 
authorities irrespective of their size and I have no plans to amend them.

01/10/2020WRH01700Local Authority Functions

01/10/2020WRH01800156. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the reason Irish Water has no input in the Part 8 process when Irish water must be noti-
fied by the council of all private developments; his views on whether Irish Water should have 
input on all Part 8 applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27776/20]

01/10/2020WRH01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authority “own development” projects, commonly referred to as Part 8 projects, are pro-
vided for in Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and Part 8 of 
the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended (the Regulations). 

Under Article 82(3)(v) of the Regulations, a local authority is required to send notice of a 
proposed Part 8 development to Irish Water where it appears to the authority that the develop-
ment might impact on the provision of public water services.    

Under article 81 of the Regulations, a local authority is also required to publish a notice of 
the proposed development in an approved newspaper and invite submissions from the public 
with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area in which the development would be situated. 

It is therefore open to Irish Water to make a submission or observation in writing to a local 
authority in relation to any proposed Part 8 development where it may have concerns regarding 
any such proposed development.  Under the Part 8 procedures, all submissions or observations 
received are required to be taken into account by the local authority and its elected members in 
their further consideration of the proposed development.

01/10/2020WRH02000Legislative Programme
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01/10/2020WRH02100157. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he plans to bring forward the referendum on the right to housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27782/20]

01/10/2020WRH02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The commitments in relation to Constitutional reform in the Programme for Government pro-
vide for the holding of a referendum on housing.

I intend to consult with my colleagues in Government as to the proposal that should be put 
to the electorate and the appropriate timeframes that should apply to the process.

01/10/2020WRH02300Legislative Programme

01/10/2020WRH02400158. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans to revive the lapsed Anti-Evictions Bill 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27783/20]

01/10/2020WRH02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have no plans with regard to the Anti-Evictions Bill 2018.

With effect from 1 August 2020, the Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 provides 
protections for those tenants who are facing rent arrears and, as a result, are at risk of losing 
their tenancy. If a tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by Covid-19 and the tenant 
meets specific criteria, new procedures and protections apply. Tenants who follow these proce-
dures cannot be required to vacate their rental accommodation before 11 January 2021, and are 
not required to pay any rent increase in respect of the period ending 10 January 2021.

Tenants who are currently (or at any stage between 9 March 2020 and 10 January 2021):

- in receipt of (or entitled to receive) Illness Benefit for Covid-19 absence - further informa-
tion available at - https://www.gov.ie/en/service/df55ae-how-to-apply-for-illness-benefit-for-
covid-19-absences/); or

- in receipt of (or entitled to receive) the Temporary Wage Subsidy, Employment Wage Sub-
sidy or any other social welfare payment or State support paid as a result of loss of earnings due 
to Covid-19 (this includes the rent supplement or a supplementary welfare allowance);

and

- at risk of losing their tenancy,

can receive the aforementioned protections to remain in their tenancy without any increase 
in rent until 11 January 2021. 

In order to qualify for these supports, tenants must complete and sign a Self-Declaration 
form, available on the Residential Tenancies Boards (RTB) website - www.rtb.ie, if they meet 
the above criteria and submit it to the RTB and their landlord.

The RTB and the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) are working with tenants 
in rent arrears to outline the financial supports which may be available to enable the tenant to 
meet their rental obligations to sustain their tenancy. 

My Department has published a guidance document, the Residential Tenancies and Valu-
ation Act 2020: What this Means for Landlords and Tenants, which sets out exactly what is 
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expected as the rental protections under the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020 expire, and provides details on the new protections for tenants in rent arrears 
and the income and other supports available to tenants and landlords. 

This guidance document clearly explains the new rent arrears procedure for both landlords 
and tenants facing rent arrears. The Guidance document is available on the Department’s web-
site - www.housing.gov.ie - and on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

Tenants are required to pay rent to their landlord and, in the event of tenants having dif-
ficulty doing so on foot of Covid-19, they are encouraged to engage with their landlords at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Many Government Departments, agencies and organisations are engaged in supporting land-
lords and tenants during this time, providing information, advice and income supports to those 
who are facing financial difficulty. Tenants facing difficulty in meeting the rental payments 
should engage with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) as 
income supports such as Rent Supplement and Social Welfare Allowances are available to assist 
them.  Further information on these supports can be found by calling the DEASP Income Sup-
port Helpline for Covid-19 on 1890 800 024 or by visiting the DEASP website at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-employment-affairs-and-social-
protection/?referrer=https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/home.aspx.

With Government funding, Threshold, the national housing charity, operates the Tenancy 
Protection Service. Further information is available on www.threshold.ie. The homeless and 
housing sections in local authorities continue to assist those who are not in a position to provide 
accommodation for themselves.

My Department and the RTB urge landlords to consider the negative impacts of Covid-19 
on their tenants and to show forbearance where temporary rent arrears might arise. Tenants and 
landlords are urged to discuss any problems promptly, keep lines of communication open and 
respect each other’s positions. If the problem cannot be resolved, registered landlords and all 
tenants can apply to the RTB for dispute resolution. Further information is available on www.
rtb.ie.

For tenancies other than those in rent arrears, the existing laws on how to end a tenancy ap-
ply again from 2 August 2020. Tenancy terminations are permitted to be served in such cases 
and tenants must vacate on the termination date specified in a valid Notice of Termination.

For all landlords who served a Notice of Termination before the enactment of the Emergen-
cy Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 on 27 March 2020 and had the termina-
tion notice period paused, those notice periods recommenced with effect from 2 August 2020.

The Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act  2020 targets enhanced protections to the most 
vulnerable tenants until 10 January 2021 and respects the constitutionally protected property 
rights of landlords.

01/10/2020WRH02600Local Authority Housing

01/10/2020WRH02700159. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the estimated funding that will be needed to bring all vacant local authority housing up to a 
liveable standard in counties Cavan and Monaghan by local electoral area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27790/20]
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01/10/2020WRH02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 58 
of the Housing Act 1966.

Since 2014, Exchequer funding has also been provided through my Department’s Voids 
Programme to support local authorities in preparing vacant units for re-letting. This funding 
was initially introduced to tackle long term vacant units and is now increasingly targeted at sup-
porting minimal turnaround and re-let times for local authority vacant stock. Local authorities 
also contribute funding from their own resources to support work in this area.

Local authorities will always have a level of vacancy in their housing stock. This will fluctu-
ate over time, as tenancy surrender and re-letting of stock is an ongoing process. Under the cur-
rent voids programme local authorities are asked to bring vacant units to the standards required 
under the Housing (Private Rented Standards) Regulations, 2019. 

Data in relation to the number, location and condition of vacant local authority units is not 
collated by my Department, however, statistics in relation to the social housing stock are pub-
lished by the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on 
Performance Indicators in Local Authorities. The most recent report, relating to 2018, is avail-
able on the NOAC website at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/
NOAC-Performance-Indicator-Report-2018-1.pdf.

01/10/2020WRH02900Irish Water

01/10/2020WRH03000160. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of staff directly employed by Irish Water; the number of staff employed 
through contracted services; the cost of subcontracted and directly employed employees; and 
the breakdown of services which are subcontracted. [27943/20]

01/10/2020WRH03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has held statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation, including the employment of staff and the engagement 
of external contractors, at national, regional and local level. Irish Water has established a dedi-
cated team to deal with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can 
be contacted via email at oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 
1890 578 578.

01/10/2020WRH03200Social and Affordable Housing

01/10/2020WRH03300161. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the provisions in place to avoid persons who are on the housing list as joint applicants be-
ing penalised when as a result of relationship breakdown they have to reapply as single persons; 
and if there is a provision in place such that such persons are not treated as new applicants. 
[27944/20]

01/10/2020WRH03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In order to qualify for social housing support and be placed on a housing list, an applicant 
household must be assessed by the local authority concerned as meeting all of the eligibility 
and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
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and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended.

Regulation 16 of the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended, states that 
a household shall be deemed to be entered on a local authority’s record of qualified households 
(housing list) on the date that the local authority of application determines that the household 
is qualified for social housing support. Under the 2009 Act, a household is defined as a person 
living alone, or two or more persons, who in the opinion of the local authority concerned, have 
a reasonable requirement to live together.

Furthermore, under Regulation 26, where the local authority of application becomes aware 
of changes in household circumstances or of other information relevant to the social housing 
assessment carried out in respect of a qualified household, the authority shall:

(a) update its records of the assessment and qualified households accordingly,

and

(b) notify the housing authority for any other functional area to which the assessment relates 
of the update, which authority shall update its records of the assessment and qualified house-
holds accordingly.

The oversight and practical management of housing lists is a matter for the relevant local au-
thority, in accordance with the 2009 Act and associated regulations.  Specifically, section 63(3) 
of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to law, a local authority is independent 
in the performance of its functions.

Decisions on the qualification of specific persons for social housing support, the most ap-
propriate form of any such support, and the allocation of that support are a matter solely for the 
local authority concerned.

01/10/2020WRH03500Local Authority Functions

01/10/2020WRH03600162. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the local authority supersedes the management agency in a housing estate after 
the taking-in-charge process has commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27946/20]

01/10/2020WRH03700163. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if a management agency for a housing estate is permitted to charge fees for mainte-
nance after an estate has been taken in charge by the local authority and all necessary mainte-
nance is carried out by same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27947/20]

01/10/2020WRH03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 162 and 163 together.

The arrangements in relation to the taking in charge of housing estates by planning authori-
ties are provided for in section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 
Act). Under section 181(1) of the Act, where a planning authority is satisfied that a develop-
ment has been satisfactorily completed in accordance with the permission and any conditions to 
which the permission is subject, the planning authority is obliged to initiate the taking in charge 
procedures under section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 where requested by either the developer or 
by the majority of owners of the dwellings in question. 

A planning authority may not necessarily take in charge an entire development, and it is a 
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matter for the relevant planning authority to make its determination regarding individual de-
velopments. Under Section 180(4)(b) of the Act, a planning authority may take in charge some 
or all of the sewers, water mains, service connections, public open spaces or public car parks 
within the attendant grounds of the development when an order is made under section 11(1) of 
the Roads Act 1993. In effect, a planning authority may decide not to take in charge certain ele-
ments of a development. A declaration under Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993, which marks 
the formal completion of the taking in charge process following a proposal by the executive, 
is a reserved function of the elected members of a local authority. Pending the formal adoption 
of such a declaration by the elected members, the maintenance of the development remains the 
responsibility of the developer or the management company in place even where the taking in 
charge process has been initiated.

Under Section 30 of the Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising power or control 
in relation to any particular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may 
be concerned. The operation of the taking in charge process is a matter for the relevant planning 
authority on a case by case basis.

01/10/2020WRH04000Local Authority Funding

01/10/2020WRH04100164. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if local authorities will receive additional funding from Government in view of significant 
losses due to Covid-19; the matters examined by his Department in respect of this issue; his 
plans in respect of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27965/20]

01/10/2020WRH04200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department is engaging with representatives of the local government sector and the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform on the financial challenges facing local authorities as 
a direct consequence of the pandemic, both in terms of additional costs incurred as part of the 
local government response and declines in local authority income streams. These matters are 
under active consideration.

To support both the local government sector and the business community, €600m has been 
allocated by Government, as part of the July Stimulus package, to fund the cost of a waiver 
of commercial rates for six months for eligible businesses badly impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. This will take the form of a credit in lieu of rates. Consideration will be given to any 
additional measures as part of Budget 2021 talks.

It is recognised that additional costs are being incurred by local authorities in relation to 
Covid-19. Local authorities have been advised to capture all related costs in their financial 
systems to aid financial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. In 
order to support the sector generally, my Department continues to keep local authority income, 
expenditure and cash flow under review and will continue to work with all local authorities, 
both collectively and individually, on issues arising.

01/10/2020WRH04300Local Authority Funding

01/10/2020WRH04400165. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 1185 of 5 March 2020, the details of the way in 
which those differences apply in determining the funding allocation precisely when it comes to 
the various factors considered and local authority funding amounts as referred to; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27966/20]
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01/10/2020WRH04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities’ cost and income bases vary significantly from one another as a result of their 
size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and income sources. There are signifi-
cant variances in their abilities to raise revenue locally and they therefore require differing lev-
els of financial support. Until the introduction of local retention of Local Property Tax (LPT) in 
2015, this support took the form of General Purpose Grants (GPGs). When allocating GPGs, 
regard was had to each local authority’s income and expenditure, the overall amount of funding 
available for allocation and the need to provide each local authority with a baseline allocation 
that would ensure its financial stability.

2014 was the final year of GPG allocations. The 2014 GPG allocations also recognised the 
move of water related costs from local authorities to Irish Water in 2014. Accordingly, 2014 
GPG allocations are not directly comparable to previous years.  

Local retention of LPT began in 2015, when LPT allocations replaced GPGs.  At that time, 
the Government decided that no local authority would receive less income from LPT in 2015 
and 2016 than it received from its GPG allocation in 2014. Accordingly, the LPT allocations 
for 2015 and 2016 took account of the historical GPG funding provided to any former borough 
or town councils within the local authority area. For 2017 onwards, the LPT baseline of each 
local authority was increased to include an additional amount equivalent to the Pension Related 
Deduction income retained by local authorities in 2014.

In 2018, the then Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform initiated an Inter-
Departmental review of LPT. The purpose of the review was to inform the Minister in relation 
to any actions he may recommend to Government concerning the overall yield from LPT and its 
contribution to total tax revenue. The review was informed by the desirability of achieving rela-
tive stability, both over the short and longer terms, in LPT payments of liable persons. While the 
LPT Review was completed last year, having considered the findings of the Review, the Min-
ister for Finance decided to defer the revaluation date for LPT purposes to 1 November 2020. 
However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the revaluation has now been deferred until 2021.

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that in future all LPT collected will 
be retained in the county in which is collected. This is to be done on the basis that that those 
counties with a lower LPT base are adjusted via an annual national equalisation fund paid from 
the Exchequer. My Department will advance work on the implementation of this committment 
in the coming months.

  Question No. 166 answered with Question No. 148.

01/10/2020WRH04700Flood Prevention Measures

01/10/2020WRH04800167. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding dredging; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28018/20]

01/10/2020WRH04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My role and responsibilities as Minister do not extend to the maintenance, clearance, or dredg-
ing of rivers. I understand that the Office of Public Works is the statutory body responsible for 
Drainage Maintenance on water bodies where capital works have been carried out under the 
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995; and for flood risk management in the State.  Mainte-
nance of all drainage schemes carried out under earlier Acts, for what are known as Drainage 
Districts, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority.  Local authorities also monitor 
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water quality within their functional area, and have shared responsibility for creating a culture 
of compliance with water quality standards.  In addition, environmental concerns, fisheries mat-
ters and tourism or recreational issues, are dealt with by relevant agencies with responsibilities 
in these matters.

01/10/2020WRH05000Local Authority Functions

01/10/2020WRH05100168. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will review the SHD legislation, which has removed the statutory role of the planning 
authorities and their members and transferred it directly to An Bord Pleanála, undermining the 
importance of early and transparent public participation in the planning process, which has re-
sulted in an increase in the number of judicial reviews; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28043/20]

01/10/2020WRH05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 (the Act) intro-
duced new streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing de-
velopments (SHDs) of 100 housing units or more, or student accommodation or shared accom-
modation developments of 200 bed spaces or more, to be made directly to An Bord Pleanála 
for determination.

In line with the provisions of Section 4(2) of the Act, the SHD arrangements were extended 
in December 2019 for a further 2 years until 31 December 2021, the maximum period allowed 
under the Act.  The Programme for Government – Our Shared Future indicates that the SHD 
arrangements will not be extended beyond that date.

The original extension took account of the findings of an External Review Group which 
undertook the review on the operation of the SHD arrangements.  This report, which was laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas, particularly highlighted that while they had generally been 
a success in providing a fast-track development consent process for developers of large-scale 
housing developments, the number of SHD permissions that have commenced development is 
less than might have been expected. 

In this regard, with a view to influencing the earlier activation of housing related planning 
permissions, the new Programme for Government – Our Shared Future commits to introducing 
a “use it or lose it” condition for all planning permissions of ten units or more.  I intend that 
the necessary legislation providing for the introduction of the proposed new “use it or lose it” 
housing-related planning arrangements will be progressed over the coming months.

01/10/2020WRH05300Foreign Conflicts

01/10/2020WRH05400169. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the military at-
tack by Azerbaijani forces on the Armenian territories of Nagorno-Karabakh which occurred at 
the end of September 2020 and left Armenian citizens dead will be condemned; if he will seek 
support from his EU counterparts for a united position against Azerbaijani aggression; and if he 
will request the UN to intervene to de-escalate tensions in the region. [27999/20]

01/10/2020WRH05500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland strongly condemns the 
recent violence along the line of contact in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, which has led to the 
loss of life, including civilian casualties. We call for an immediate cessation of hostilities by all 
sides. 
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Ireland fully supports the statement of EU  High Representative Josep Borrell on Sunday 
27 September and the statement of the OSCE Minsk Co-Chairs Group that same day. The EU 
will continue to monitor the situation and Ireland will play an active role in discussions of any 
EU reaction.  

UN Secretary General Guterres has called the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan to diffuse 
tensions and the matter was raised at the UN Security Council on Tuesday.  

We urge both sides to de-escalate tensions by refraining from inflammatory rhetoric and 
strictly observing the ceasefire. As we know from our own history, only through negotiation and 
dialogue can there be a sustainable resolution and eventual reconciliation.  

All parties should demonstrate calm and restraint and we encourage Armenia and Azerbai-
jan to re-engage with the Minsk Co-Chairs Group and return to the negotiating table.

01/10/2020WRJ00200Military Honours

01/10/2020WRJ00300170. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Defence if a 1916 centenary medal will be 
awarded to a person (details supplied) who served for 45 years in the Reserve Defence Force 
until they retired in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27748/20]

01/10/2020WRJ00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Programme for Government pro-
vided for the award of a commemorative medal to all Defence Forces personnel, Permanent 
and Reserve, who were recorded as being in service in the course of 2016. This was a special 
acknowledgement from the Government to the members of Óglaigh na hÉireann, both Perma-
nent and Reserve, who served during the centenary year of 2016. 

The 1916 Centenary Commemoration Medal was awarded as a commemorative medal, 
personal to an individual’s service in the Defence Forces in the course of 2016. 

There are no plans to award the 1916 Centenary Commemoration Medal to former members 
of the Defence Forces.

01/10/2020WRJ00500Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

01/10/2020WRJ00600171. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Defence the number of redress of wrongs 
for which a decision is outstanding; the date of submission of each; when a decision will be 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27770/20]

01/10/2020WRJ00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have requested the military authorities 
to provide the information requested by the Deputy and will revert to him once the information 
is received.

01/10/2020WRJ00800Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRJ00900172. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education if an entire class must iso-
late in the event of one positive case of Covid-19, even if the close contacts of the student test 
negative. [27749/20]

01/10/2020WRJ01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Health Protection Surveillance Cen-
tre and the HSE have published guidance for managing potential cases of COVID-19 in edu-
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cational settings, which includes the testing strategy within an educational facility ‘Schools 
Pathway for COVID-19, the Public Health approach’.

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/

This guidance provides that the HSE Department of Public Health will liaise directly with 
schools regarding any actions to be taken following a Public Health Risk Assessment. In prac-
tice, this involves the HSE Department of Public Health liaising directly with the designated 
contact, usually the school principal of the public health instructions. These instructions are for 
implementation of public health measures required under Infectious Diseases legislation.

My Department has also recently published detailed FAQs for school principals in relation 
to the COVID-19 Testing Pathway for school communities. These FAQs will greatly assist 
principals to understand and manage situations as they arise in their schools and they include 
HSE contact details, including for out of hours for any queries that the FAQs do not address.

01/10/2020WRJ01100State Examinations

01/10/2020WRJ01200173. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she will direct the calcu-
lated grades executive office for its most rapid response to students who appealed their calcu-
lated grades via the student portal, that is, for stage 1 and 2 of the appeals process checking the 
accuracy of data transcribed (details supplied). [27763/20]

01/10/2020WRJ01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Calculated Grades Student Portal 
reopened on 14 September to enable students to view their estimated percentage marks and cal-
culated marks and allow them to consider this data if they were considering an appeal of their 
Calculated Grade. 

The appeals process is a process review focussed on looking for errors in the transmission 
and processing of student data through the process.  It is not possible to appeal the information 
(estimated percentage mark or rank order) provided by the school.  Due to the nature of the 
Calculated Grades system the professional judgement of the school is outside of the appeals 
process.  The design of the statistical model and the application of the national standardisation 
process is also outside of the scope of the appeals process.  

At the time of closing the appeal application process on Wednesday 16  September, some 
12,300 students had appealed almost 33,700 grades.  

Every effort is being made to process appeals as quickly as possible but it is not possible 
at this time to commit to a date for the issue of the appeal results.  Students will be notified of 
this date as soon as possible. It is not possible to provide an expedited appeal for any student or 
group of students.  All appeals will be processed, and results released, simultaneously to ensure 
fairness and equity to all.

The CAO will be automatically notified by my Department of the outcomes of the appeals 
process.

01/10/2020WRJ01400State Examinations

01/10/2020WRJ01500174. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the number of judicial reviews 
that have mentioned her or her Department on leaving certificate grading to date. [27781/20]
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01/10/2020WRJ01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

I, and/or my Department, have been named on a total of six judicial reviews. Of these, two 
have had their judgement delivered but are under appeal. One further judicial review was with-
drawn by the applicant.

01/10/2020WRJ01700Speech and Language Therapy

01/10/2020WRJ01800175. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education if external services to 
schools such as speech and language therapists during Covid-19 will be allowed to resume; if 
not, when the services will resume; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27789/20]

01/10/2020WRJ01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Ma-
digan): The provision of Speech and Language Therapy services is the ressponsibility of the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Department of Health. 

The Deputy may be aware, however, that a demonstration project to provide in-school and 
pre-school therapy services took place over the course of the 2018/19 school year.

The project was developed by the Departments of Education, Children and Youth Affairs, 
Health, and the Health Service Executive and managed and co-ordinated by the National Coun-
cil for Special Education. 

The purpose of the project was to test a model of tailored therapeutic supports by providing 
speech and language and occupational therapy within ‘educational settings’. This innovative 
pilot complemented existing HSE funded provision of essential therapy services.   

The project took place in the Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Healthcare Or-
ganisation (CHO) 7 Region of South West Dublin, Kildare and West Wicklow. 

75 schools, including primary, post primary, and special schools took part. 

75 Pre-school settings associated with primary schools participating in the project were 
included. 

In total 150 settings participated in the demonstration project.  

Children who required speech and language therapy services and who were not attending 
one of the pilot schools continued to access services from the Health Service Executive. 

The in-school therapy model was designed to supplement, not to replace existing services. 

The project was evaluated over the course of the 2018/19 school year and this evaluation 
report is currently being finalised. 

The Demonstration Project has now been incorporated into the School Inclusion Model 
pilot now underway in CHO 7 region. This pilot which was interrupted due to the closure of 
schools because of Covid-19 will be evaluated over the current year and the outcome will in-
form future policy making in the area.

01/10/2020WRJ02000Pupil-Teacher Ratio
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01/10/2020WRJ02100176. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated cost of 
reducing the pupil-teacher ratio from 1:27 to 1:15. [27811/20]

01/10/2020WRJ02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The annual staffing schedule determines 
the allocation of teachers to primary schools.  For the current school year, it operates on a gen-
eral average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher (26:1) which is historically the lowest ever alloca-
tion ratio at primary level.  Each one point adjustment to the primary staffing schedule would 
cost approximately €14.5m annually.

01/10/2020WRJ02300School Staff

01/10/2020WRJ02400177. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated full-
year cost of bringing all currently employed school secretaries under the direct employment of 
her Department. [27812/20]

01/10/2020WRJ02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am keenly aware of vital role by school 
secretaries within school communities and I recognise the very important work done by these 
staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  

In recognition of this, I have put special arrangements in place for the coming school year 
whereby schools will be funded to employ a replacement secretary or caretaker in the event 
that staff who are at very high risk of contracting serious illness from COVID-19 cannot work 
from the school premises.  Furthermore, as part of a range of measures to support schools for a 
full re-opening at the commencement of the 2020/21 school year, the Employment Assistance 
Scheme (EAS) has been extended to all school staff including secretaries.  The EAS provides 
advice to employees on a range of issues including wellbeing, legal, financial, bereavement, 
conflict, and mediation.  I have met with Fórsa, who represent many of the secretaries working 
in schools.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school.

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 December 2019. 

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

In May last year Fórsa trade union tabled a follow-on claim from the 2015 pay agreement.  
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Officials from my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and School 
Management Bodies are in discussions with Fórsa under the auspices of the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission.  

The matter is a complex one that raises significant policy, legal and Exchequer cost issues. 
The survey undertaken last year established that the ultimate full-year pay cost of all of the ele-
ments of Fórsa’s claim, that is to pay secretaries and caretakers on the maximum of the scale at 
full hours, is in the region of €50 million per annum, with a further substantial cost of approxi-
mately €36m for the provision of pension. 

I must also remain cognisant that the implications arising from this claim impact across the 
wider education and public sector.  In 2017 the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
carried out a detailed scoping exercise in relation to pension provision for staff in the Com-
munity and Voluntary Sector. The result illustrated that this matter presents very significant 
implications for the Exchequer. 

The talks are set to resume in the WRC this Thursday 1st October. In these circumstances I 
regret Fórsa’s announcement on the 28th of September of an immediate survey of it its members 
on the resumption of the industrial action in which members were engaged in January this year.   

The WRC is the most appropriate forum for these discussions to take place and I support 
the continued dialogue between all parties in an effort to reach a mutually acceptable solution.

01/10/2020WRJ02600Schools Building Projects

01/10/2020WRJ02700178. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Education her plans to develop the 
permanent school site for a school (details supplied); the reason the development of the site has 
been delayed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27821/20]

01/10/2020WRJ02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The tender process for the school build-
ing project referred to by the Deputy is running as part of a wider process involving the tender 
of 8 major building projects. The first phase of the tender process to create a shortlist of con-
tractors is complete.  The second phase of the tender process is ongoing and is expected to be 
completed in the coming months, with a construction start date in Quarter 1 of 2021.

01/10/2020WRJ02900Schools Building Projects

01/10/2020WRJ03000179. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education the e-tendering process for quan-
tity surveyors with regard to school construction projects; the quantity surveyors that were suc-
cessful in the tendering process; the school projects for which their tenders were accepted from 
January 2020 to date, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27832/20]

01/10/2020WRJ03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by the Deputy 
is not readily available in the format requested.  However, the information is being collated by 
officials in my Department and will be made available to the Deputy in due course.

01/10/2020WRJ03200State Examinations

01/10/2020WRJ03300180. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education the principles that under-
pinned the standardisation approach that was used to adjust the calculated grades made by 



Questions - Written Answers

100

teachers; the protections that were in place to ensure that in cases in which downgrades were to 
occur each pupil was treated equally regardless of the school in which the grade was awarded; 
and if stress tests were applied to demonstrate its robustness. [27843/20]

01/10/2020WRJ03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

The design of the Calculated Grades model was informed by advice from a Technical Work-
ing Group comprising experts drawn from the State Examinations Commission, the Inspector-
ate of the Department of Education and Skills, the Educational Research Centre and interna-
tional external expertise. 

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order for each student’s sub-
jects.  The process of national standardisation was then applied to the school information in 
order to ensure comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the 
national standard. We know from research that teachers are very good at making judgements 
about their students in the local context of the school.  Schools approached this task in a very 
professional manner, in line with detailed guidelines about the process, but inevitably some 
schools were overly harsh in their estimations while others were overly generous. This is to be 
expected given that there is no national standard on which to base an estimated mark.  But in 
order to be fair to the class of 2020, the teacher judgements made at the level of the school had 
to be adjusted so that a common national standard was applied.   It was inherent to the system 
of calculated grades that school estimates would be subject to adjustment through this standar-
disations process.  

These adjustments resulted in the school estimates staying the same or being revised up-
wards or downwards. The standardisation process operated on the premise that the school es-
timates should only be adjusted through the standardisation process where there was credible 
statistical evidence to justify changing them.  

A standardising process happens every year and would have happened in 2020 had the 
Leaving Certificate examinations been run as normal.  In the system of calculated grades, the 
standardisation process applied uniformly across all subject and levels and school types.  The 
degree to which mark changes occurred related to the degree of over or underestimation in the 
school estimates for each subject and each level.  This means that some students experienced 
mark changes from the school estimates but no changes to the grades based on the school esti-
mates; while others will have experienced marks changes from the teacher estimates leading to 
grade changes in one or more of their subjects.  

Following standardisation, the estimated percentage mark was converted to a calculated 
mark and subsequently, a calculated grade which was provided to students on 7 September. It is 
only at this point that students were awarded a grade.  

Therefore, it is not accurate to state that student(s) were downgraded, or upgraded, through 
the standardisation process.  Rather the grade that was awarded following the standardisation 
process is the grade for the 2020 Leaving Certificate (Calculated Grades).  

The overall data on school estimated marks showed that there was a very significant rise in 
estimated grades against what would normally be achieved nationally. This level of grade in-
crease based on the school estimates would have been unrealistic. For example, based on the 
school data there would have been 13.8% H1 grades this year when in a normal year there is 
5.8%. Even with the standardisation process the rate of H1s this year is over 9%.    
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In the absence of the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2020 every effort has been made 
to make the system as fair as possible for as many students a possible. The statistical model 
used was blind to demographic characteristics either at the level of the student or the school.   
The standardisation process means that the same standard has been applied uniformly across 
all schools.  This means anyone using the certificate to make a judgement between two people 
who hold this certificate, either now or in the future, can place equal value on the same grade in 
the same subject, without regard to where they went to school, as they would in a normal year.

Individual Junior Cycle results were not used to determine any individual’s Calculated 
Grades. Rather, the Calculated Grades process took account of the overall Junior Cycle per-
formance of the Leaving Certificate class of 2020 in each school and used this data to help in 
predicting the likely range of Leaving Certificate performance of that group using related in-
formation about the relationship between performance at Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate 
based on national data over time. 

The fact that the vast majority of 2020 Leaving Certificate students would have sat the 
Junior Cycle examinations provides a good means of predicting the pattern of performance 
of these students at an aggregate level. The process was not applied at an individual student 
level.  The Junior Cycle data for2020 Leaving Certificate students who had sat their examina-
tions in another school were carried in to the school at which they were registered to sit the 
Leaving Certificate.

01/10/2020WRJ03500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRJ03600181. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to 
the lack of teacher-student interaction in circumstances in which remote learning is required 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic in certain instances; the actions and steps she will take to ensure 
that there is a national standard to deliver such remote learning; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [27948/20]

01/10/2020WRJ03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published guidance 
to support schools in making adapted education provision for pupils/students with an underly-
ing medical condition who cannot return to school because they are medically certified as being 
at very high risk to COVID-19.   

The guidance for primary schools on supporting such pupils is available via the following 
link: https://assets.gov.ie/85746/9ff54b35-352e-4cdb-b93b-68a25ac7c619.pdf

The guidance for post-primary schools on supporting such students is available via the fol-
lowing link: https://assets.gov.ie/86732/17f3cc49-72ad-4986-98fc-51037d93369e.pdf  

Overall responsibility for ensuring that pupils/students who are at very high risk to CO-
VID-19 receive appropriate support to engage adequately with learning remains with the school 
in which they are enrolled.

The guidance provides that supports will be provided for these pupils/students through des-
ignated teachers from within the staffing resources of the school. Schools have discretion to 
manage and redistribute their teaching support resources in order to best meet the learning 
needs of their pupils/students, including pupils/students at ‘very high risk’ to COVID-19. Fa-
cilitating engagement with and among pupils is essential to their learning experience and main-
taining their social and emotional development.

Teachers can facilitate this through online interaction, providing feedback on work complet-
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ed, organising project work that pupils can complete as part of a group and providing learning 
experiences based on pair work and group work. Early and ongoing two-way communication 
between the pupil’s school, class teacher, designated teacher where relevant, and the home will 
be essential to supporting the pupils’ engagement with their learning and their continuous con-
nection with their classmates and school community.

01/10/2020WRJ03800School Transport

01/10/2020WRJ03900182. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education if the decision made by 
the school transport scheme will be reviewed; if a ticket for a child (details supplied) will be 
allocated on compassionate grounds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27951/20]

01/10/2020WRJ04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest 
Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

Bus Éireann has advised that the pupil referred to by the Deputy first applied for school 
transport for the 2020/21 school year on the 19th August 2020 and that payment was received 
in early September 2020, as such their payment is late.

Late applicants and/or families who pay late are not guaranteed a seat and will only be al-
located a seat if capacity is available once seats are allocated to those families who applied and 
paid on time for transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.

In addition, payments or submission of medical card details for Post-Primary seats com-
pleted or made after 4th August 2020 will be only considered when 50% capacity, required by 
new Covid19 public health guidelines, is achieved on each route. In the event of not securing a 
ticket where no capacity exists, or on cancellation, a full refund will be issued.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that all eligible children who paid by the extended deadline of 4 
August 2020 for the service referred to by the Deputy have been facilitated with school trans-
port and that the service is now operating at capacity. Regretably Bus Éireann has confirmed 
that the child referred to by the Deputy is not eligible for transport to the area served by that 
service as it is not the closest school to the family home.

01/10/2020WRJ04100School Equipment
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01/10/2020WRJ04200183. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education if a grant or scheme is avail-
able to schools to help with the purchase of yard equipment, for example, playground equip-
ment; if funding is available under the CLÁR programme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [27960/20]

01/10/2020WRJ04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
the mechanism for applying for playground equipment is my Department’s Summer Works 
Scheme. The school should apply for this when the scheme next opens for applications. In 
the meantime, I can advise the Deputy that the Minor Works Grant can be used to provide the 
equipment in question. 

In regards to the CLÁR Programme, I can inform the Deputy that this is administered by the 
Department of Rural and Community Development.

01/10/2020WRJ04400Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRJ04500184. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education the number of primary school 
children who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school students who have tested positive in the same period. 
[27984/20]

01/10/2020WRJ04600185. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education the number of primary school 
teachers who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school teachers who have tested positive in the same period. 
[27986/20]

01/10/2020WRJ04700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 and 
185 together.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre and the HSE have published guidance for man-
aging potential cases of COVID-19 in educational settings, which includes the testing strategy 
within an educational facility ‘Schools Pathway for COVID-19, the Public Health approach’:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/  

This guidance provides that the HSE Department of Public Health will liaise directly with 
schools regarding any actions to be taken following a Public Health Risk Assessment. 

My Department has no role in this risk assessment and does not collect data in relation to 
the specific instances of COVID-19 in the school community.

01/10/2020WRJ04900Special Educational Needs

01/10/2020WRJ05000186. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education her plans for additional 
ASD capacity in a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28014/20]

01/10/2020WRJ05100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Ensuring that every child has a suitable school placement is a key objective of my De-
partment.  Significant resources are allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are 
available for children with special educational needs. 
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Children with special educational needs are supported through placement in mainstream 
classes, special classes and special schools. At school, they receive a range of supports provided 
by teachers and SNAs.  Other professional supports, including training for teachers, are pro-
vided by the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) and the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) to enable each school provide a holistic educational experience for 
each child.  The HSE is responsible for the delivery of therapeutic supports.

NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for chil-
dren nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and parents; 
and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have 
been identified as needing special education placements.  The NCSE is planning a further ex-
pansion of special class and school places nationally to meet identified need. This process is 
ongoing

 It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. School transport is also available. My Department works closely with 
the NCSE in this regard.

The building project for the school referred to by the Deputy includes the provision of a 4 
classroom SEN base. This project is in the process of being devolved for delivery to the local 
Education and Training Board (ETB).

The first step in this process is the execution of a Service Level Agreement between my 
Department and the ETB and this is being arranged.  Thereafter, the ETB will procure a Design 
Team for the project to design the buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permis-
sions and move the project onward to construction in due course.  As the project is at an early 
stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to give a date for its completion.

01/10/2020WRJ05200Special Educational Needs

01/10/2020WRJ05300187. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education when funding will be 
made available to provide for the availability of ASD classrooms in schools (details supplied). 
[28026/20]

01/10/2020WRJ05400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Ensuring that every child has a suitable school placement is a key objective of my De-
partment.  Significant resources are allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are 
available for children with special educational needs. 

Children with special educational needs are supported through placement in mainstream 
classes, special classes and special schools. At school, they receive a range of supports provided 
by teachers and SNAs.  Other professional supports, including training for teachers, are pro-
vided by the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) and the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) to enable each school provide a holistic educational experience for 
each child.  The HSE is responsible for the delivery of therapeutic supports.

NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for chil-
dren nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and parents; 
and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have 
been identified as needing special education placements.  The NCSE is planning a further ex-
pansion of special class and school places nationally to meet identified need. This process is 
ongoing
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It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. School transport is also available. My Department works closely with 
the NCSE in this regard.

Supports for schools who are establishing a special class are set out in a guidance book-
let which is available on the NCSE website.  This booklet sets out guidance for schools on how 
to establish a class, who should be enrolled, how staffing is allocated along with information on 
the financial supports available.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education.

01/10/2020WRJ05500School Transport

01/10/2020WRJ05600188. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if Bus Éireann will 
supply a school bus service to a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28036/20]

01/10/2020WRJ05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for school transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their 
nearest school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and lan-
guage. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application 
process on time have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are 
in operation for the 2020/2021 school year. 

Children who apply but who  are not eligible for school transport are considered for spare 
seats that may exist after eligible children have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as 
concessionary seats. 

Bus Éireann has advised that pupils who reside in the area referred to by Deputy and are 
attending the  school referred to are not eligible for school transport as it is not their closest 
school. 

Pupils who reside in the area are catered for on a mainstream concessionary basis to the 
school referred to. Bus Éireann has confirmed that there are currently 4 seats available for pu-
pils who wish to avail of the service on a concessionary basis  and that currently there are 11 
mainstream concessionary applications for which there has been no payment received.
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01/10/2020WRJ05800Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRJ05900189. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education her views on a matter 
regarding the lack of masks and social distancing on school transport for a school (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28037/20]

01/10/2020WRJ06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

Based on the public health advice published in early July, and the updated advice received 
from the HPSC on 7th August and from NPHET on the 18th August, the Department has been 
planning for School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year to fully operate, 
but with additional measures and hygiene requirements in place and with the rolling implemen-
tation of measures on post-primary services as required to provide physical distancing, in line 
with those required on public transport, which is using 50 per cent of passenger capacity.  The 
planning to date is in accordance with the Government decision of 18th August, which set out 
that arrangements for school transport would proceed as planned for re-opening but the Minster 
for Education and Skills and the Minister for Health and other relevant Ministers will review 
measures, including any additional resources, to ensure the safe operation of school transport 
for secondary school children.

School Transport Scheme services commenced operation on the 26th August 2020. All chil-
dren who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and payment 
process on time have been accommodated on transport services for the 2020/2021 school year 
where such services are in operation. 

My Department has issued detailed information and guidance to parents and children on the 
operation of school transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.  All children using school 
transport scheme services are asked to comply with a number of guidelines including that all 
children on post-primary transport services are required to wear facemasks while waiting for 
and on-board transport services (with the exception of children who for medical or special edu-
cational needs reasons are not in a position to wear a facemask or face covering).

The Department has been engaging intensively with Bus Éireann in regard to the logistics 
for the safe operation of School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year. The 
Department has also been engaging with Bus Éireann on the logistics involved with the rolling 
implementation of measures on post-primary services as required to provide physical distanc-
ing, in line with those required on public transport, which is using 50 per cent of passenger 
capacity. 

An assessment of the resources required to implement physical distancing on all post-pri-
mary services has been undertaken and, in line with the Government decision of 18th   August, 
the Department has reviewed this information in consultation with other relevant Departments. 

I am pleased to announce that, following a Government Decision on the 29th of September, 
Government has agreed to provide the necessary funding to ensure full implementation of the 
measures required for the operation of school transport for post-primary children that is aligned 
to updated health advice received from NPHET on the 18th   of August, for which the estimated 
full year cost to operate all services at 50% capacity is between €87m and €135m with an esti-
mated requirement for an additional 1,600 drivers and vehicles and 650 additional School Bus 
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Escorts. 

If there are individual concerns about a particular service, parents/guardians are advised to 
contact School Transport Section of my Department or their local Bus Éireann office.

01/10/2020WRK00200School Transport

01/10/2020WRK00300190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education if access to a conces-
sionary school bus seat can be restored in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28071/20]

01/10/2020WRK00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest 
Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation.

Children who apply for transport and who are not eligible under the terms of the scheme are 
considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been facilitated; such seats 
are referred to as concessionary seats.  

Concessionary transport may vary from year to year and cannot be guaranteed for the dura-
tion of a child’s primary school education cycle.  Where the number of applications for trans-
port on a concessionary basis exceeds the number of seats available, Bus Éireann determines 
the allocation of the tickets and refunds payments made on behalf of those concessionary ap-
plicants for whom no seats remain. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that the pupil referred to by the Deputy  is not eligible for trans-
port as they are not attending their closest school. Bus Éireann has also confirmed that a refund 
on the cost of the ticket for this pupil has been issued o the family.

01/10/2020WRK00500State Examinations

01/10/2020WRK00600191. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education if a standardisa-
tion process will be applied to the marking of the small group of students sitting the leaving 
certificate exams in November 2020; and if so, the details of the standardisation process given 
that it will be an atypical cohort which is unlikely to fit with the patterns of an ordinary summer 
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leaving certificate. [28076/20]

01/10/2020WRK00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to him.

01/10/2020WRK00800Civil Registration Service

01/10/2020WRK00900192. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Social Protection when the public regis-
trations office in Longford will reopen. [27705/20]

01/10/2020WRK01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Civil Registration 
Service is operated by the HSE with policy direction being given by the General Register Of-
fice (GRO), which falls under the aegis of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection. For the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic, the GRO and Civil Registration Ser-
vice has continued to provide civil registration services, including the registration of births and 
deaths and managing the legal preliminary for marriage and conducting civil marriages. In line 
with other public service providers and to adhere to public health requirements, restrictions on 
public access to civil registration offices remain in place.  

The Deputy will be aware that temporary measures were included in the Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 to allow for the registration of births and deaths 
to be completed without the need for attendance before a registrar. These temporary measures 
are working well and will continue in place until the end of January 2021.  The GRO and HSE 
continue to monitor the implementation of these temporary arrangements to ensure they are 
meeting public demand.

I have been informed by the HSE that the Longford civil registration office remains closed 
to the public but is carrying out services related to the registration of births, deaths and mar-
riages. Marriage notifications are being received at the Longford office and are being finalised 
at other locations, primarily the Mullingar civil registration office. The HSE is planning to re-
open the Longford office along with other civil registration offices in the Midlands region on a 
phased basis; however, no date has been provided by the HSE as to when this will occur.

I  trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRK01100Social Welfare Payments Administration

01/10/2020WRK01200193. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to return 
any social welfare payments to a weekly basis. [27706/20]

01/10/2020WRK01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Fortnightly payments 
were introduced by my Department to assist with social distancing measures in accordance 
with public health guidelines.

While some welfare schemes have reverted to a weekly payment pattern, fortnightly pay-
ments have been retained for a number of schemes, including Disability, Pensions and Carers’ 
payments.  These schemes mainly involve payments to people who are more likely to be medi-
cally vulnerable, including those who are over the age of 70 or their care-givers.
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Within any particular scheme, it is not possible to introduce different payment cycles for 
different individuals or for different categories of individual.  All payments on each scheme, 
whether by collecting cash at the post office or depositing money directly into someone’s bank 
account, have to be processed in the same way.

The frequency of payments which are remaining on a fortnightly pattern is being kept under 
review.

I would emphasise that, where a person encounters financial difficulty, they can contact the 
local community welfare service for assistance or can seek advice and support from the Money 
Advice and Budgeting Service.

01/10/2020WRK01400Fuel Allowance

01/10/2020WRK01500194. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Social Protection if the fuel allow-
ance eligibility criteria will be reviewed for those in receipt of the full-rate carer’s allowance. 
[27707/20]

01/10/2020WRK01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €24.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €686 each year) from October to April, 
to an average of 352,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €261.35 million in 
2020.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.

My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the Household Benefits 
scheme at an estimated cost of €194 million in 2020.  This is paid at a rate of €35 per month, 
12 months of the year.  

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they 
receive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to Carer’s Allowance, 
carers receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those 
who live with the person for whom they care) and the annual Carer’s Support Grant (€1,700) in 
respect of each person for whom they care.  

Fuel Allowance is a household-based payment, and a Carer will very often live with and be 
caring for a person in receipt of a qualifying payment for Fuel Allowance.  Income from full 
rate Carer’s Allowance is disregarded from the fuel means test if the carer is providing full time 
care and attention to the Fuel Allowance applicant, his/her qualified spouse / civil partner or 
cohabitant or qualified child(ren).

If a person is getting certain qualifying social welfare payments and also providing full time 
care and attention to another person, s/he can keep his/her main social protection payment in 
addition to receiving the half-rate Carer’s Allowance.  S/he can also receive an extra half-rate 
Carer’s Allowance if s/he cares for more than one person.  It should also be noted that the pay-
ment of half-rate Carer’s Allowance does not preclude a person from qualifying for Fuel Al-
lowance.  If a person is in receipt of a non-contributory social welfare payment and a half-rate 
Carer’s Allowance, then s/he is deemed to have satisfied the means test and Fuel Allowance is 
payable, subject to all remaining criteria being satisfied.  If a person is in receipt of a contribu-
tory social welfare payment and a half-rate Carer’s Allowance then s/he will have to satisfy a 
means test in order to qualify for Fuel Allowance.

Any decision to amend the criteria for receiving Fuel Allowance, to include Carer’s Allow-
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ance as a qualifying payment, would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary 
context.  

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources and this may include an exceptional heating cost.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRK01700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRK01800195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection when pandemic 
unemployment payment arrears will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27739/20]

01/10/2020WRK01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since the introduction of 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment scheme in March, approximately 750,000 people have 
applied for payment and in some cases, they have done so on a number of occasions as they 
moved in and out of employment. Consequently, there are over 1 million applications to be 
examined to determine if arrears are due.  

In order to address an issue of this scale, the Department is currently developing an auto-
mated process, which will examine each case and look at their overall entitlement to payment 
and match this against their payment history. The work involved is complex as the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment system itself evolved from a manual application system to one where 
applications were submitted online and paid over two different payment platforms (one from 
March to July and the second from July to date).

Given the complexity attached to the project, it will take some time yet to complete the nec-
essary development work to review all cases and to determine to what extent, if any, arrears are 
due to individuals. It is hoped to make the arrears payments before the end of this year.

01/10/2020WRK02000Social Insurance

01/10/2020WRK02100196. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons who were 
paid the pandemic unemployment payment will receive a PRSI credit for their time on the pay-
ment similar to the credit awarded to those in receipt of other social welfare payments; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [27745/20]

01/10/2020WRK02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare (Co-
vid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020, provides, amongst other provisions, for the attribution of so-
cial insurance contributions, for a prescribed period, to insured persons who were beneficiaries 
of certain Covid-19 income support payments.  These payments include the pandemic unem-
ployment payment.

The attribution of contributions measure will ensure that persons entitled to and in receipt 
of the pandemic unemployment payment will have social insurance contributions attributed to 
them at the same value as they were paying while employed immediately before going on the 
payment.  

The measure means that people who lost their jobs arising from the Covid-19 pandemic will 
not be disadvantaged in accessing social insurance benefits in the future. 
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I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRK02300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRK02400197. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection if taxable income as 
verified by the Revenue Commissioners’ tax returns is used as the basis for calculations for 
pandemic unemployment payments; and if allowances such as car depreciation allowances are 
not being used to decrease income verified by the Revenue Commissioners. [27784/20]

01/10/2020WRK02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment was introduced as an emergency measure to provide an income support to 
those who had lost their employment as a result of Covid. In order to ensure that the scheme 
was simple and accessible for the unprecedented number of applicants, a flat payment rate was 
introduced. This rate was the equivalent of the rate for a two-person household. 

From 26 June 2020, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment moved to 2 rates of payment, 
and a 3 rate structure is in place since 17 September. These changes more closely link the rate of 
payment to the amount that individuals previously earned and make the scheme more targeted 
and fair. In determining the rate payable, the objective was to ensure that recent earnings were 
taken into account. 

The rate of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment for a self-employed person is calculated 
by reference to their reckonable income in either 2018 or 2019, whichever is the greater.  De-
tails of reckonable income are supplied to the Department by the Revenue Commissioners, 
and are supplied net of business related costs, including capital allowances.  When submitting 
returns to the Revenue Commissioners, self-employed persons can offset business related costs 
against gross trading income, with the resulting assessment to tax and PRSI based on net prof-
its.  In that regard, capital allowances are available in respect of qualifying capital expenditure 
incurred on the provision of certain assets in use for the purposes of a trade or business. They 
effectively allow a taxpayer to write off the cost of an asset over a period of time and to reduce 
their reckonable income as a result.  

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRK02600Respite Care Grant

01/10/2020WRK02700198. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
full-year cost of restoring the respite grant to its highest historical level. [27809/20]

01/10/2020WRK02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Carer’s Support Grant 
(formerly called the Respite Care Grant) is an annual payment for carers who look after people 
in need of full-time care and attention.

The grant is paid in a single annual lump sum, usually on the first Thursday in June.  The 
grant is not means-tested and is not taxable.  It is paid in respect of each care recipient. 

 It is paid: 

- automatically to people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Domiciliary 
Care Allowance; and

- to others who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment but who are providing full time 
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care and attention.

The Carer’s Support Grant is currently paid at a rate of €1,700 per year, which is the highest 
rate at which it has been paid since it was first introduced in 1999.

01/10/2020WRK02900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRK03000199. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
full-year cost of the pandemic unemployment payment at current levels from now until the end 
of 2021. [27810/20]

01/10/2020WRK03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As part of a suite of mea-
sures announced in the July Stimulus, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment will now be ex-
tended to April 2021.

By week-ending Friday, 2nd October 2020, the PUP scheme will have cost an estimated 
€3.6 billion.  

The cost of PUP in the period between September and December 2020, and up to April 
2021, will depend on the ongoing suppression of the Covid-19 virus and on progress in reopen-
ing the economy and society.  The performance of the labour market in the weeks and months 
ahead, including the capacity of employers to respond to the phased return to work following 
the Covid-19 lockdown, and the level of any resulting residual unemployment, remains uncer-
tain.  These factors will determine the extent of labour market recovery between now and the 
year-end and into 2021. These are matters that will be considered during the coming weeks and 
the estimated cost of PUP to the year-end and the allocation for 2021 will be determined as part 
of that process.

01/10/2020WRK03200Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRK03300200. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider the 
circumstances of a self-employed person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [27813/20]

01/10/2020WRK03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment has been extended until 31st March 2021 which will provide support to those 
from sectors facing extended periods of closure.  I have also secured Government approval to 
keep the scheme open for new applications until the end of this year. 

From 17 September the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is  being paid at three rates 
linked to a person’s pre-COVID 19 employment earnings which makes the scheme more sus-
tainable.  From 17th September individuals whose prior earnings were €300 or over per week 
receive a payment of €300 per week.  A rate of €250 applies to those who previously earned 
between €200 and €300; and the rate of €203 remains unchanged for those who had prior earn-
ings of less than €200.  

The Department does not assess “drawings” for the purpose of determining a self-employed 
person’s pandemic unemployment rate payment.  For self-employed people the rate is calcu-
lated by reference to their reckonable income in either 2018 or 2019, whichever is the greater.  
Details of reckonable income are supplied to the Department by the Revenue Commissioners.  

Any person who believes that their new payment rate does not accurately reflect their prior 
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earnings can contact the Department to request a review and should forward all supporting 
documents, which will be matched with records from the Revenue Commissioners.

I also wish to draw your attention to the Enterprise Support Grant which is available to small 
business owners who transition from the Pandemic Unemployment Payment or jobseekers pay-
ment to reopen their businesses.  Further information and details on how to apply are available 
on www.Gov.ie.

I trust that this clarifies the position.

01/10/2020WRK03500Employment Support Services

01/10/2020WRK03600201. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of the additional 3,000 places for employment support schemes announced in July 2020 that 
will be allocated to community employment schemes; the number that will be allocated to Tús 
schemes; the other employment support schemes which will be allocated additional places as 
part of the figure of 3,000; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27815/20]

01/10/2020WRK03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy is aware, as 
part of the July Stimulus Package, the Government announced 3,000 additional places on State 
Employment Schemes, including Community Employment (CE) and Tús.  

My Department officials are currently reviewing a range of options relating to the allocation 
of the extra places. 

A number of factors will inform the decision on the allocation of the additional places.  
These factors will include labour market demands, training and development opportunities, 
participant development requirements, existing employment support schemes and regional 
Live Register data.

The additional 3,000 places will be distributed between CE and Tús and a final decision as 
to the number of places to be allocated to each programme has yet to be taken.  Going forward, 
Department officials will work with CE sponsoring authorities and Tús implementing bodies to 
make the additional placements available to suitable initiatives.

Department officials will continue to be available to meet with potential sponsor groups 
who are considering the introduction of new schemes in their locality, subject to the agreed 
scheme qualification criteria.

I am fully committed to the future of CE and Tús and I will continue to support and improve 
the programmes for the benefit of scheme participants and the valuable contribution being made 
to their local communities.

01/10/2020WRK03800Community Employment Schemes

01/10/2020WRK03900202. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
move the requirement for community scheme participants aged 55 years and over who have 
completed three years on the scheme to spend 12 months on a qualifying payment before reap-
plying for another community employment position; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [27816/20]

01/10/2020WRK04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Community Employ-
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ment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible long-
term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to engage in 
useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

A number of changes were introduced to the eligibility criteria for CE in 2017 to broaden ac-
cess to the CE programme to a greater number of people on the Live Register and to standardise 
the conditions around the length of time a person can remain on a CE scheme.

In general, participation on CE for those aged between 21 and 55 years is for 1 year; how-
ever those over 55 years of age can remain on CE for 3 years.  An overall lifetime limit of 6 
years applies to all CE participants (7 years for those who are in receipt of a disability payment). 

As the Deputy has noted, a person may re-qualify for CE after 12 months of being in receipt 
of a qualifying payment, provided they have not reached their lifetime limit.  CE participants 
that have completed 3 years on a CE scheme have had the benefit of 3 years work experience 
along with opportunities to complete training, all of which should enhance their potential to 
secure employment in the open labour market.

CE placements are temporary and subject to time limits.  This ensures that there is ad-
equate capacity on the CE scheme, within the financial allocation available to my Department, 
to facilitate other long-term jobseekers who want to avail of the valuable work experience and 
training opportunities provided by CE.

The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants while also delivering a range of important services in 
the local communities.  The focus of CE is on the cohort of long-term unemployed people and 
the programme is monitored on an on-going basis to ensure that the schemes are meeting the 
training and development needs of the CE participants and also delivering the intended services 
in the local communities.  

Places on CE will continue to be available to support those who are long term unemployed 
and furthest removed from the labour market, while maintaining the role of CE as an active 
labour market programme. 

Where CE participants are not successful in securing open labour market employment fol-
lowing their exit from CE, they can avail of support and advice on the full range of services that 
are available to Jobseekers from a dedicated Case Officer in their local Intreo Centre.

The Department will continue to monitor all of its employment support schemes to ensure 
the quality of the services and supports provided.  It is not the Department’s intention to amend 
the CE guidelines or qualifying criteria at this particular time.

01/10/2020WRK04100Employment Support Services

01/10/2020WRK04200203. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
places approved nationwide for Tús schemes; the number of participants on such schemes; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27817/20]

01/10/2020WRK04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Tús commenced opera-
tion in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the large numbers on the live 
register at that time.  It provides short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed 
for more than a year, in community work placements. Tús is designed to break the cycle of 
unemployment and maintain work readiness, thereby improving a person’s opportunities to re-
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turn to the labour market.  Participation on Tús also provides the additional benefit of working 
within the local community. There were 5,825 Tús places provided for in the 2020 budget

In March, 2020 the Department introduced a number of contingency measures on the em-
ployment support schemes in response to the Covid-19 emergency.  These measures included 
the suspension of recruitment and the extension of employment contracts for CE and Tús par-
ticipants who were due to complete their contracts over the emergency period.

The Department’s activation services recommenced in July and included the referral of 
long-term unemployed candidates to CE and Tús.  Department officials worked closely with 
Sponsoring Authorities and Implementing Bodies to arrange for CE and Tús participants, who 
had their contracts originally extended during the Covid-19 emergency, to commence leav-
ing their schemes on a phased basis over recent months.

At end-August, there were 1,542 Tús placements available for new participants.  Depart-
ment Case Officers are working closely with the Implementing Bodies to refer suitable long-
term unemployed candidates for the available Tús places.

The Department continues to keep under review the overall operation of the Tús programme 
and is very aware of the significant number of Tús placements actively engaged in the delivery 
of valuable services to local communities throughout the country.

01/10/2020WRK04400Youth Work Supports

01/10/2020WRK04500204. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
places approved nationwide for the youth employment support scheme; the number of partici-
pants on the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27818/20]

01/10/2020WRK04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Youth Employment 
Support Scheme (YESS) was introduced on 1st October 2018 and has been open to applications 
since that date.

YESS is targeted at young jobseekers aged between 18 and 24 who are long-term unem-
ployed or who face barriers to employment. The scheme aims to provide jobseekers with the 
opportunity to learn basic work and social skills in a supportive environment while on a work 
placement. The scheme will provide a supportive structure for participants, including case 
worker support for both placement hosts and jobseekers.

Since the scheme’s inception, a total of 872 people have commenced a placement, while 
there are currently 109 participants on the YESS.  To date, a total of 739 employers have pro-
vided YESS placements.

The type of work experience undertaken by participants involves roles across a number of 
different sectors including - community and voluntary, hospitality and food, ICT and telecoms, 
manufacturing, retail, sales and marketing, science and healthcare and construction.

As the economy reopens and activation services to jobseekers increase it is planned to in-
crease the use of work placement programmes to provide valuable work experience and training 
to people who have been heavily impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  As part of the July Stimulus 
package a new work placement programme was announced. Officials in my department are cur-
rently working on the details of this programme. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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01/10/2020WRK04700Community Employment Schemes

01/10/2020WRK04800205. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Social Protection when the 2008 La-
bour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme for community em-
ployment supervisors and assistant supervisors will be implemented; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [27820/20]

01/10/2020WRK04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be 
aware, Community Employment (CE) supervisors and assistant supervisors have been seeking 
for several years, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to 
implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme 
for CE supervisors who are employed by CE schemes.  

CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of their CE supervisors, CE assistant su-
pervisors and CE participants; the Department’s role continues to be that of CE funder.

This issue was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments, including my own Depart-
ment, were represented on this group, as were the unions and Pobal. 

As part of this process a  detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish 
Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Ex-
chequer support for the establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Com-
munity and Voluntary sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the State of 
between €188 million and €347 million per annum depending on the numbers involved.  This 
excluded any provision for an immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, 
which could entail a further Exchequer cost of up to €318 million. 

In its findings, the High-level Group stated that while CE supervisors and assistant super-
visors represented only a very small part of the wider community and voluntary sector, any 
explicit provision of State funding for such a scheme in respect of CE Supervisors could poten-
tially  give rise to claims for funding for employees of similar schemes in the broader sector.  
The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform stated that it had to have regard to the full 
potential Exchequer exposure associated with setting such a precedent.

At this point, I wish to acknowledge the valuable and dedicated service that CE supervisors 
provide in running CE schemes delivering local based community services while  providing a 
valuable training and development opportunity to the long-term unemployed and to those often 
furthest removed from the labour market.

The current position is that officials from my Department, DPER and the Unions are in on-
going discussions on the matter. The funding of any potential pension provision for CE supervi-
sors will ultimately be a matter for the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and will 
need to be considered in the wider economic and budgetary context in which any such scheme 
will need to operate.

01/10/2020WRK05000Community Employment Schemes

01/10/2020WRK05100206. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to ensure 
that a person (details supplied) receives a community employment scheme application referral. 
[27824/20]

01/10/2020WRK05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A Case Officer from 
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the Cork Street Intreo Centre contacted the person concerned on 28/09/2020 to discuss her 
interest in participating on a Community Employment scheme.

The person concerned has been referred for vacancies in the Sandymount YMCA and the 
Community Services Sandymount, Irishtown and Ringsend Ltd CE Schemes.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

Question No. 207 withdrawn.

01/10/2020WRK05300Departmental Staff

01/10/2020WRK05400208. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of social 
welfare inspectors in her Department. [27953/20]

01/10/2020WRK05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There are a total of 277 
Social Welfare Inspectors in my Department.

In addition there are a further 98 officers assigned to the Special Investigation Unit (SIU).  
The SIU carries out a wide range of control activities and works closely with the Office of the 
Revenue Commissioners through the Joint Investigation Unit, with the Workplace Relations 
Commission and other compliance and enforcement agencies.

01/10/2020WRK05600Social Welfare Inspections

01/10/2020WRK05700209. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of in-
spections carried out by social welfare inspectors in each of the years 2012 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020; the nature of the inspections carried out; and the number of the inspections which were 
house visits. [27954/20]

01/10/2020WRK05800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy in respect of the number and nature of inspections carried out by social wel-
fare inspectors for the years 2012 to date is not available in my Department.

This relates to differences in the way investigations were recorded in the past and the fact 
that some investigations may have passed through multiple officers between starting and end-
ing.  However, I can provide you with the overall numbers of control reviews carried out by 
my Department in each of the years in question (Table below). 

Control reviews can be carried out by Social Welfare Inspectors, Deciding Officers and 
other officers of my Department. In many cases a single investigation may be worked on by 
a combination of these different officers, including inspections by social welfare inspectors. 
Consequently, it is not possible to disaggregate the number of inspections carried out by social 
welfare inspectors from the overall number of investigations.

Year No. Reviews
2012 1,196,184
2013 1,105,197
2014 1,148,354
2015 1,105,314
2016 948,216
2017 754,525
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Year No. Reviews
2018 742,265
2019 609,025
YTD Aug 2020 331,640

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRK05900Social Welfare Inspections

01/10/2020WRK06000210. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the types of in-
spections carried out by social welfare inspectors; and the procedures for such inspections. 
[27955/20]

01/10/2020WRK06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department admin-
isters over 70 schemes and services.  Social welfare inspectors are engaged with customers 
throughout the entire lifecycle of their claim, including regular reviews for all schemes on an 
ongoing basis.  In order to deliver our services effectively inspectors may engage with each and 
every customer multiple times in various ways over the course of their claim. 

The type of inspections carried out by inspectors consist of desk-based assessments of cus-
tomer claims, face-to-face interviews with customers, home visits, audits of employers’ PRSI 
records, specialist investigations, enquiries with other state agencies, self-declarations by cus-
tomers and joint operations with Revenue. 

Reviews arise from both targeted and random case selections and where specific informa-
tion comes to the attention of inspectors. Targeted investigations are generally based on factors 
such as where a person or their spouse is earning income or has income from other sources. 
The person is under a legal obligation to report any change in their circumstance (income or 
means) to my Department. Issues such as the time which has elapsed since a previous review 
was undertaken and where information is received which suggest a review may be warranted 
can also trigger a review.

Social Welfare Inspectors (SWIs) are appointed under Section 250 of the Social Welfare 
Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended) and are required to investigate and report on customer’s 
claims.  Social Welfare Inspectors (SWIs) operate under a code of practice which sets out the 
manner in which they are required to deal with the public.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL00200Social Welfare Inspections

01/10/2020WRL00300211. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
plaints made in respect of social welfare inspectors in each of the years 2012 to 2019 and to 
date in 2020. [27956/20]

01/10/2020WRL00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy cannot be provided within the timeframe available. The Department is  now 
seeking to compile the data sought by the Deputy and will provide the relevant information 
directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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01/10/2020WRL00500Invalidity Pension

01/10/2020WRL00600212. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address 
a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [27959/20]

01/10/2020WRL00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Invalidity pension (IP) is 
a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity 
and for no other reason and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions.

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 10 June 2020. The 
claim was refused on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied.  
He was notified on 25 August 2020 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right of review 
and appeal to the independent social welfare appeals office (SWAO).

The additional medical evidence submitted with your representation will be treated as a 
review request for the gentleman in question.  The review of the decision to disallow IP will be 
processed as quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL00800Fuel Allowance

01/10/2020WRL00900213. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection when the fuel allow-
ance will be paid to those in receipt of the State pension paid every second week; the way in 
which those receiving the fuel allowance as a weekly payment will receive it when they are not 
receiving their State pension weekly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27962/20]

01/10/2020WRL01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The fuel allowance is a 
payment of €24.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €686 each year) from October to April, 
to over 352,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €261.35 million in 2020.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

The Fuel Allowance season for customers in receipt of the State pension begins on Friday 
2nd October.

Due to fortnightly payments, State pension customers who were paid last Friday 25th Sep-
tember  covering payments due for the 25th September and  2nd of October, received their Fuel 
Allowance payment.  In the case of customers who have opted to receive payment via lump 
sum these customers received €343 and weekly paid customers received €24.50.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL01100Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme

01/10/2020WRL01200214. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons who previously received the back to school clothing and footwear allowance automatically 
but did not in 2020 as their Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payment put them over the 
threshold; the number of back to school clothing and footwear allowance applicants who were 
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subsequently reviewed following the change to the payment rates of the pandemic unemploy-
ment payment; the number who were awarded the payment following the review; and when 
payments will be made. [27963/20]

01/10/2020WRL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The back to school cloth-
ing and footwear allowance scheme provides a once-off payment to eligible families to assist 
with the costs of clothing and footwear when children start or return to school each autumn.  
The allowance is payable for eligible children between the ages of 4 and 17 in respect of whom 
a qualified child increase is being paid.  It is also payable to those between the ages of 18 and 
22 who are in full-time second level education and in respect of whom a qualified child allow-
ance is being paid.

The allowance paid for each eligible child aged from 4 to 11 years on or before 30 Septem-
ber 2020 is €150 while an allowance of €275 is paid for each eligible child aged over 12 on or 
before 30 September 2020.  The scheme operates from June to September each year.

This year, the eligibility criteria for back to school clothing and footwear allowance has 
been extended to include the Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payment as a qualifying pay-
ment for the allowance.  Recipients of this payment will also need to satisfy all the other quali-
fying conditions in order to qualify.

Similar to previous years, the majority of customers are awarded back to school clothing and 
footwear allowance automatically and notification of the awards issued to these customers in 
late June.  This year 115,000 families have been automatically approved for the back to school 
clothing and footwear allowance in respect of 211,000 qualified children.  Payments amounting 
to €43m were made to these families in the week commencing 13 July 2020.  The Covid-19 
pandemic unemployment payment was not amongst the schemes used for automatic selection, 
so it therefore did not have an effect on numbers awarded the allowance automatically.

The back to school clothing and footwear allowance opened to new applications on 6 July 
2020.  To date, 43,000 applications have been received.  Payments amounting to €7.4m have 
been made to 18,500 families in respect of 36,500 qualified children from the applications re-
ceived to date.

A total of 579 applications have been reviewed following the reduction in the Covid-19 
pandemic unemployment rates of payment. 266 (46%) of these cases were awarded back to 
school clothing and footwear allowance following this review and payments have issued from 
the week beginning 28 September 2020.

01/10/2020WRL01400Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRL01500215. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons on each of the three payment rates of the pandemic unemployment payment; the number of 
new applications for the pandemic unemployment payment since restrictions were introduced 
in counties Dublin and Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27964/20]

01/10/2020WRL01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The number of people 
receiving a Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) by the payable rate for the week end-
ing 2nd October 2020 is set out in Table 1.

The total gross inflow (that is, new PUP claimants) to the PUP for each week since restric-
tions were introduced for Dublin and Donegal are set out in Table 2. The net weekly change, 
that is inflows to PUP less outflows (claimants ceasing a PUP claim) is also detailed.  Note 



1 October 2020

121

that any increase in this week’s figures may not reflect the impact of Donegal moving to Level 
3 on Friday September 25th . It is expected that this impact will be reflected in the PUP figures 
in the coming weeks.

Table 1: PUP Recipients by Rate  

Rate of Payment People 
 €203 48,794 
 €250 38,893 
 €300 129,455 
 Total 217,142

Table 2: PUP inflow since 18th September

  Gross Inflow Week Ending 25/09 Gross Inflow Week Ending 02/10 
Gross Inflow  5,885 19,350 
  of which Donegal  132 391 
  of which Dublin  2,385  12,342
 Net weekly change  -3,598  +10,801

01/10/2020WRL01700Social Welfare Eligibility

01/10/2020WRL01800216. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) can be provided with a payment from her Department while they are undertaking an 
unpaid placement as part of a course; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27975/20]

01/10/2020WRL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
made a claim for Jobseekers Benefit on 4/8/2020 which was disallowed on 29/09/2020 as fol-
lows: 

To qualify for Jobseeker’s a person must be available for full-time work.

The reason for this decision is that the person concerned is registered with Hibernian Col-
lege, and is expected to complete an average of 37 hours study per week.  The  decision on the 
claim is that the person is not available for  full-time work while maintaining this level of online 
learning. A formal notification is being issued to the customer .

It  is open to the customer to appeal this decision.

01/10/2020WRL02000Community Employment Schemes

01/10/2020WRL02100217. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the in-
terdepartmental review into community employment schemes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [27988/20]

01/10/2020WRL02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Community Employ-
ment (CE) programme is a community centred labour market initiative established for the pur-
poses of social inclusion and activation, to help long-term unemployed people and other vulner-
able groups to enter the workforce by breaking their experience of unemployment.

In early 2019, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental Group (IDG) to 
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explore how social inclusion schemes might be organised going forward. 

A number of meetings of the IDG took place and a series of follow-up meetings were under-
taken with the relevant Departments. There was also a stakeholder consultation process which 
resulted in a number of submissions that were included in the wider review.

The final IDG report is currently with my Department for consideration and will be submit-
ted to Government in due course.

01/10/2020WRL02300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

01/10/2020WRL02400218. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection when the payments of 
arrears will be processed for persons who have been in receipt of the pandemic unemployment 
payment since it was introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28010/20]

01/10/2020WRL02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since the introduction of 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment scheme in March, approximately 750,000 people have 
applied for payment and in some cases, they have done so on a number of occasions as they 
moved in and out of employment. Consequently, there are over 1 million applications to be 
examined to determine if arrears are due. 

During the month of March, my Department received and processed jobseeker claims 
equivalent in number to a three year claim-load. These applications were processed as quickly 
as possible, with almost 59,000 people paid in the first week of the scheme, 283,000 people paid 
in the following week, and over 507,000 people in the third week of the scheme. 

 My Department is keenly aware that many people are due some arrears and that every case 
will be different. In order to address an issue of this scale, the Department is currently develop-
ing an automated process, which will examine each case and look at their overall entitlement 
to payment and match this against their payment history. The work involved is complex as the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment system itself evolved from a manual applications system to 
one where applications were submitted online and paid over two different payment platforms 
(one from March to July and the second from July to date).

Given the complexity attached to the project, it will take some time yet to complete the 
necessary development work to review all cases and to determine to what extent, if any, arrears 
are due to individuals. I can assure the Deputy that this is a priority for the Department and it is 
hoped to make payments before end of the year . It is intended that awarded and closed cases 
will be identified for arrears payments at the same time. 

I hope that this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL02600Social Welfare Inspections

01/10/2020WRL02700219. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of com-
plaints made in respect of social welfare inspectors by year from when records commenced by 
area office in tabular form. [28013/20]

01/10/2020WRL02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy cannot be provided within the timeframe available. 

The Department is now seeking to compile the data sought by the Deputy and will provide 
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the relevant information directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRL02900Fuel Allowance

01/10/2020WRL03000220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when the 
free fuel allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28060/20]

01/10/2020WRL03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Fuel allowance is a 
means-tested payment to assist householders on long-term social welfare payments towards the 
cost of their heating needs.  

The main eligibility conditions that apply to the fuel allowance scheme are that a person 
must be in receipt of a qualifying payment, must satisfy a means test and must either be living 
alone or with other qualifying persons.  

According to the records of my Department, the person concerned is not currently in receipt 
of a qualifying payment and does not therefore have an eligibility to a fuel allowance payment.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

01/10/2020WRL03200Fuel Allowance

01/10/2020WRL03300221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when the 
free fuel allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28061/20]

01/10/2020WRL03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): No application for Fuel 
allowance has been received form the person concerned.  I have arranged for a fuel application 
form to issue to the person concerned.  On receipt of the completed application, eligibility for 
fuel allowance will be examined and the person will be notified in writing of the decision.

Fuel allowance is a means-tested payment to assist householders on long-term social wel-
fare payments towards the cost of their heating needs.  It is not intended to meet those costs in 
full. Only one allowance is paid per household.

The main eligibility conditions that apply to the fuel allowance scheme are that a person 
must be in receipt of a qualifying payment, must satisfy a means test and must either be living 
alone or with other qualifying persons.  The fuel allowance means test is linked to the maximum 
rate of State pension (contributory).  The applicant and spouse/civil partner/cohabitant can have 
a combined weekly household income of €100.00 above the maximum rates for State pension 
(contributory) and Increase for qualified adult and still be eligible for fuel allowance.  

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL03500Widow’s Pension

01/10/2020WRL03600222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when consider-
ation for a widow’s pension will be concluded and the pension awarded in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28064/20]
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01/10/2020WRL03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A person claiming Wid-
ow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension must provide evidence they 
are the legal widow, widower or surviving civil partner.  Where the marriage took place outside 
the state, the person must provide the original marriage certificate as evidence. 

The person concerned provided a sworn affidavit as to marriage; however, this cannot be 
accepted in lieu of an original state marriage certificate.  The person concerned was requested 
to provide an original marriage certificate and they were also advised to contact the relevant 
Embassy who may be in a position to provide assistance on the matter.  

As the person concerned failed to respond to requests to furnish a marriage certificate her 
claim to Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory Pension was disal-
lowed.  The person concerned was notified of the decision by letter on the 17th September 
and was advised that if she sends in documentary evidence in support of her claim, it will be 
reviewed by a Deciding Officer. She was afforded the opportunity to appeal the decision to the 
Independent Chief Appeals Officer, if she was not satisfied with the decision.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

01/10/2020WRL03900223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if and when Co-
vid-19 support payments are likely to be made in the case of employee directors; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28069/20]

01/10/2020WRL04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Employees and self-em-
ployed people who lose their employment as a consequence of the pandemic may apply for the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment.  The scheme has been extended until the end of March 
2021 to support employees and businesses that continue to be impacted by the pandemic.  I 
have also secured agreement that the scheme will remain open to new applicants until the end 
of 2020.

Employees must have ceased to earn an income from the employment concerned and lost 
their employment as a direct consequence of Covid-19.  Self-employed individuals, includ-
ing proprietary company directors, must have suffered a significant reduction in income to the 
extent that they would be available to take up full-time employment if it was offered to them.

The quickest and easiest way to apply for the payment is online at mywelfare.ie. 

I trust that this clarifies the position.

01/10/2020WRL04100JobPath Programme

01/10/2020WRL04200224. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
in each county that engaged with JobPath in each year since it began; and the number whose 
employment was sustained for more than 12 months in each county. [28070/20]

01/10/2020WRL04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): JobPath provides the long 
term unemployed an employment service. This service seeks to support the long-term unem-
ployed to obtain and sustain paid employment.  The service is delivered by two companies, 
Turas Nua Limited and Seetec Limited on behalf of my Department.  
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Between July 2015 and the end of August 2020, some 276,149 jobseekers had engaged with 
the JobPath service. This data is presented annually on a per county basis in Table 1. below.

As of 31 August 2020, 63,419 jobseekers had commenced employment during their engage-
ment period with JobPath. Of this number, 57,080 had commenced full-time employment and 
6,339 had commenced part-time employment. Of these, almost 22,000 have sustained full time 
employment for a period of 52 weeks or more. Full-time employment and self-employment is 
defined as employment of at least thirty hours work per week. This data is presented on a per 
county basis in Table 2 below.

Job sustainment figures across the entire cohort will increase as more clients complete their 
engagement with the service and have the opportunity to reach 52 weeks in sustained full-time 
employment. 

Table 1

Jobseekers engaged with JobPath, annually, by county.

July 2015 – End August 2020

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Engagements 
2015 - 2020

Carlow 224 1,478 1,545 1,440 797 410 5,894

Cavan 300 1,432 1,418 1,521 1,356 395 6,422

Clare 184 1,636 1,682 1,448 1,017 575 6,542

Cork 954 5,952 6,626 4,773 3,372 1,532 23,209

Donegal 259 3,288 3,775 3,533 3,472 964 15,291

Dublin 281 12,086 16,072 13,241 12,872 3,574 58,126

Galway 608 2,893 3,084 2,868 3,059 713 13,225

Kerry 105 2,478 2,665 1,780 1,248 827 9,103

Kildare 385 2,952 3,130 1,958 1,374 659 10,458

Kilkenny 198 1,245 1,531 1,144 797 354 5,269

Laois 1 1,431 1,918 1,382 997 400 6,129

Leitrim  915 1,034 840 724 263 3,776

Limerick 394 3,341 3,441 2,821 1,633 769 12,399

Longford 529 1,200 1,342 1,158 948 288 5,465

Louth 334 2,919 3,012 2,811 2,242 714 12,032

Mayo 199 1,833 2,183 2,120 2,102 391 8,828

Meath 134 1,239 1,626 1,497 1,561 434 6,491

Monaghan  912 1,091 746 611 194 3,554

Offaly 102 2,112 1,837 1,566 1,230 525 7,372

Roscommon  457 710 704 618 160 2,649

Sligo  1,004 1,129 1,089 1,033 360 4,615

Tipperary 162 2,458 3,110 2,386 1,525 613 10,254

Waterford 441 2,452 2,544 1,786 1,231 720 9,174

Westmeath 137 2,319 2,444 2,074 1,770 519 9,263

Wexford 229 3,684 3,761 2,180 1,653 1,206 12,713

Wicklow 428 1,736 2,139 1,942 1,063 588 7,896

Total 6,588 65,452 74,849 60,808 50,305 18,147 276,149

Table 2

Jobseekers engaged with JobPath by county, those Moving to Employment and those 
sustaining Full Time Employment (52 weeks). 

  July 2015  – End August 2020
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County Number of Engage-
ments July 2015- 
End August 2020

Number of Jobseek-
ers to Commence 
Full Time Employ-
ment

Number of Jobseek-
ers to Commence 
Part Time Employ-
ment

Number of Jobseek-
ers to Commence 
Employment

Number sustaining 
Full Time Employ-
ment for 52 weeks

Carlow 5,894 1,413 126 1,539 596

Cavan 6,422 1,089 232 1,321 463

Clare 6,542 1,412 110 1,522 515

Cork 23,209 5,510 412 5,922 2,215

Donegal 15,291 2,045 554 2,599 838

Dublin 58,126 11,606 934 12,540 4,217

Galway 13,225 2,379 199 2,578 875

Kerry 9,103 2,405 237 2,642 761

Kildare 10,458 2,727 322 3,049 1,150

Kilkenny 5,269 1,325 83 1,408 503

Laois 6,129 1,339 111 1,450 550

Leitrim 3,776 678 91 769 277

Limerick 12,399 3,188 175 3,363 1,258

Longford 5,465 992 191 1,183 406

Louth 12,032 2,366 344 2,710 906

Mayo 8,828 1,300 94 1,394 461

Meath 6,491 1,134 72 1,206 404

Monaghan 3,554 672 218 890 268

Offaly 7,372 1,523 242 1,765 642

Roscommon 2,649 413 38 451 169

Sligo 4,615 805 84 889 300

Tipperary 10,254 2,329 296 2,625 936

Waterford 9,174 2,159 225 2,384 858

Westmeath 9,263 1,761 354 2,115 623

Wexford 12,713 2,867 383 3,250 1,076

Wicklow 7,896 1,643 212 1,855 689

Total 276,149 57,080 6,339 63,419 21,956

01/10/2020WRL04400Early Childhood Care and Education

01/10/2020WRL04500225. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integra-
tion the position regarding an exemption for a preschool place (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27950/20]

01/10/2020WRL04600Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a universal two-
year pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range. 

A child must have reached 2 years and 8 months of age on or prior to 31 August of the rel-
evant programme year to be eligible for the September start date, and a child cannot turn 5 years 
and 6 months of age during the course of the ECCE programme year.

The child referred to by the Deputy was eligible for the two year ECCE programme from 
September 2018 to June 2020, and is not eligible for the current ECCE programme year, Sep-
tember 2020 to June 2021.  

Expert advice received by my Department indicates that it is children’s best interests to 
transition to primary school with their age group.  In certain limited circumstances an overage 
exemption is granted to children with additional needs to enable them to continue in ECCE for 
an additional year, but this does not apply to the case referred to by the Deputy.
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With regard to the issue of financial supports available for childcare fees, the National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS) provides subsidies for childcare for children between 6 months and 
15 years of age.  Information on NCS is available on www.ncs.gov.ie.

Guidance on childcare options is available to parents through their local  County Childcare 
Committees, contact details for which are available on www.myccc.ie.

01/10/2020WRL04700Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRL04800226. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the number of referrals made to Tusla that were investigated in 2018, 2019 and to date 
in 2020, by county in tabular form. [27716/20]

01/10/2020WRL04900Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that Tula respond directly to 
the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL05000Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRL05100227. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the number of referrals made to Tusla that were reviewed and deemed not necessary for 
urgent action by county in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [27717/20]

01/10/2020WRL05200Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that Tula respond directly to 
the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRL05300Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRL05400228. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the number of requests made to Tusla for a new social worker to be allocated by county 
in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [27718/20]

01/10/2020WRL05500Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly 
to her on this matter.

01/10/2020WRL05600Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRL05700229. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the number of requests made to Tusla for a new social worker to be allocated, and the 
number facilitated by county, in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [27719/20]

01/10/2020WRL05800Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly 
to her on this matter. 
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01/10/2020WRL05900Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRL06000230. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the number of requests made to Tusla for a new social worker to be allocated, and the 
number not facilitated by county, in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [27720/20]

01/10/2020WRL06100Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly 
to her on this matter.

01/10/2020WRM00200Social Workers Register

01/10/2020WRM00300231. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and In-
tegration the number of complaints made to CORU in respect of social workers by county in 
tabular form. [27721/20]

01/10/2020WRM00400Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that this is not a matter for my Department.  I ask her 
to refer to the Minister for Health, who may be in a position to advise on the matter.

01/10/2020WRM00500Childcare Costs

01/10/2020WRM00600232. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the funding available in the childminding development grant; the number of applica-
tions received to date in 2020; the amount of funding approved by county in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27786/20]

01/10/2020WRM00700Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The total funding that was available for the 2020 Childminder Development 
Grant round, which has now closed to applicants, was €250,000. The Childminder Develop-
ment Grant provides up to €1,000 to assist childminders who are providing a childminding 
service in their own homes, to enhance quality and safety in the service through the purchase 
of small capital items, equipment, toys or minor adaptation costs. It may also give financial as-
sistance to new or prospective childminders with their initial set-up costs. 

This year’s round sees a significant increase in the number of childminders who have been 
approved to receive the Childminder Development Grant in 2020, with 202 childminders 
awarded grants this year, a 50% increase from 2019, and a total value of €190,543. 

The amount of funding provided in each county is listed below:

City/County Childcare Committee 
area

No. of Successful Applications Funding Approved 

Carlow 4 €4,000
Cavan 8 €7,872
Clare 9 €6,811
Cork County 14 €13,124
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown 2 €2,000
Donegal 5 €4,892
Dublin City 7 €6,705
Dublin South 5 €4,624
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City/County Childcare Committee 
area

No. of Successful Applications Funding Approved 

Fingal 6 €4,733
Galway 16 €15,194
Kerry 9 €8,374
Kildare 4 €4,000
Kilkenny 4 €3,204
Laois 3 €2,550
Leitrim 4 €4,000
Limerick 13 €12,989
Longford 2 €2,000
Louth 4 €3,765
Mayo 16 €15,407
Meath 13 €12,647
Monaghan 4 €4,000
Offaly 5 €4,900
Roscommon 3 €3,000
Sligo 8 €7,567
Tipperary 11 €10,909
Waterford 5 €4,868
Westmeath 4 €3,215
Wexford 5 €4,873
Wicklow 9 €8,320
Total 202 €190,543

01/10/2020WRM00800Youth Services

01/10/2020WRM00900233. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and In-
tegration his plans to increase funding to youth services in budget 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27835/20]

01/10/2020WRM01000Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The allocations under Budget 2021 are being considered by Government in the 
context of the annual Estimates process for 2021. As this process is ongoing, it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment at this stage. 

In recent years, funding for the provision of youth services has increased on an annual ba-
sis. Between 2016 and 2020 the annual current youth funding available to my Department has 
increased from €51.9m to €61.79.

It is now more critical than ever that our young people are supported as they experience the 
social, economic, physical and mental health impacts of the pandemic. In recognition of the 
vital role played by youth work in providing such support to young people, funding levels have 
been maintained throughout the current challenging period.  This has enabled the youth sector 
to continue to provide supports to young people, particularly to marginalised, disadvantaged 
and vulnerable young people.  

I am committed to supporting this important sector, which has enormous value both to the 
many young people involved and from a broader social and economic viewpoint. 

01/10/2020WRM01100Asylum Seekers
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01/10/2020WRM01200234. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration the funding provided to his Department to support the work of the dedicated separated 
children seeking asylum team in Tusla in each year since 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28073/20]

01/10/2020WRM01300Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRM01400Student Universal Support Ireland

01/10/2020WRM01500235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on whether it is right that persons in receipt of a SUSI grant 
who live 45 km or more from the college they attend are being refused the non-adjacent grant 
(details supplied). [27795/20]

01/10/2020WRM01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The student grant scheme, administered by SUSI, provides maintenance 
grants to students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

Student maintenance grants are payable at either the adjacent or non-adjacent rate. The dis-
tance to be measured is the shortest non-tolled most direct route from the student’s residence 
to the institution attended. The adjacent rate of maintenance grant is payable in the case of stu-
dents whose normal residence is 45km or less from the approved institution which he or she is 
attending. The non-adjacent rate of maintenance grant is payable in all other cases.

The measurement of the distances relating to the award of adjacent or non-adjacent rates of 
student grant is a matter for SUSI, the grant awarding authority. The distance measurement for 
student grant rates is governed by Article 27(3)(a) and (b) of the Student Grant Scheme 2020. 
This provides that the relevant distance will be measured in line with agreed guidelines. 

The guidelines require that the shortest most direct route between the applicant’s normal 
residence and the institution being attended should apply. In determining the shortest most di-
rect route, the awarding authority shall establish:

- the method for measuring a route; and

- the factors to be taken into account in establishing and measuring a route. 

SUSI has progressively introduced a number of measures that are intended to make the Stu-
dent Grant Scheme more efficient for students. One of these measures was the introduction of 
Eircode which has helped to reduce processing times for applicants.

The distance is always measured from the student’s normal residence to the campus the stu-
dent is attending and never the reverse. The distance is always measured avoiding tolls.

The decision on eligibility for student grant assistance is a matter, in the first instance, for 
the centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to 
determine. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
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to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within the required 
timeframe. Such appeals can be made by the appellant on line via www.studentgrantappeals.ie.

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, the Deputy will be aware of the recently announced 
€168m funding package for the return to education. This package includes a €10m access sup-
port package for higher education students. I have approved the allocation of €8.1m of this 
funding to top up the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). The SAF assists students in a sensitive 
and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies 
due to their financial circumstances. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibil-
ity in the Student Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 
situation. Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution 
attended. 

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue Commission-
ers website, www.revenue.ie.

01/10/2020WRM01700Third Level Admissions

01/10/2020WRM01800236. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if there is a mechanism to address a person’s situation (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27838/20]

01/10/2020WRM01900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are autonomous with regard to man-
agement of their academic affairs including admissions procedures. The CAO process applica-
tions for undergraduate courses on behalf of the HEIs Decisions on admissions are made by 
the HEIs who then instruct the CAO to make offers to successful candidates. As such, neither I 
nor my Department have a role in the operation of the CAO.

The CAO system is a system that works on the assumption that grades obtained in the Leav-
ing Certificate by candidates determine their points. It is on this basis that the CAO system 
allocates places to applicants including those from different years. To ensure impartiality, the 
automatic CAO points systems have been created in a way that does not allow for different 
treatment to be applied to different sub-groups. 

In order to help mitigate the impact of the changes to the grading system I announced the 
creation of an additional 2,225 places on high-demand courses in Higher Education Institutions. 
These places were provided in order ensure that as many students as possible could be accom-
modated on a course of their choice, given the unprecedented circumstances they are facing. 
These additional places meant that as of Round Two 63,338 applicants have received a CAO 
offer, more than in any previous year.

Nonetheless, there were fluctuations in CAO points this year, as there are every year. The 
changes in points depend not only on the grades received by applicants but also on the number 
of applicants, and the number of places available. As we are in the midst of a global pandemic 
and economic flux, there is more volatility than usual this year due to factors such as reduced 
opportunities in the economy, students seeking to defer or re-apply in subsequent years and 
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uncertainty around students travelling internationally both to and from Ireland.

I appreciate how difficult a time it has been for students and parents, but I would like to 
stress the range of options available both in further education and training and apprenticeships, 
but also in pathways in higher education. For those whose route into higher education may not 
be what they originally planned, once they have a place there may be a pathway back to their 
preferred option.

01/10/2020WRM02000Student Universal Support Ireland

01/10/2020WRM02100237. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the support available to students of families who would qualify 
for SUSI grants if it were not for the residency condition. [27777/20]

01/10/2020WRM02200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to 
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, 
residency, previous academic attainment and means.

With regard to the residency criterion, in order to be eligible for a grant, a “student”, as 
defined in Section 14 of the Student Support Act 2011, must demonstrate that he/she has been 
resident in the State for at least three years out of the five year period ending on the day before 
the start of his/her approved course of study. Similar and in some cases more restrictive resi-
dency criteria apply in other member States e.g. in the UK a student has to be resident for the 
three years immediately preceding his/her commencement in college.

The three out of five year rule takes cognisance of students who wish to take time out to 
travel or work abroad. Such students can still meet the residency requirement if they have not 
been outside the State for more than two of the previous five years. 

It is also possible for students, who did not meet the residency requirement at the com-
mencement of their studies, to have their eligibility reviewed if they meet the residency require-
ment during the course of their studies.

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, the Deputy will be aware of the recently announced 
€168m funding package for the return to education. This package includes a €10m access sup-
port package for higher education students. I have approved the allocation of €8.1m of this 
funding to top up the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). The SAF assists students in a sensitive 
and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies 
due to their financial circumstances. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibil-
ity in the Student Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 
situation. Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution 
attended. 

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue Commission-
ers website, www.revenue.ie.

01/10/2020WRM02300Third Level Staff
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01/10/2020WRM02400238. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the use of postgraduates 
in precarious positions for teaching and other duties is increasing in NUIG and that the univer-
sity expects postgraduate workers to carry out unpaid teaching; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that postgraduates at NUIG have declared their intention to refuse to carry out work 
which is not remunerated at the existing collectively bargained rate; and the steps he will take 
to meet the demands of postgraduate workers (details supplied). [27778/20]

01/10/2020WRM02500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Universities are autonomous institutions within the meaning of the Uni-
versities Act 1997 and the management of their academic affairs, including the delivery of 
their courses are matters for the individual institutions. However, the Department of Further & 
Higher Education, Research Innovation and Science would encourage both sides to engage to 
resolve this matter.

The Department understands that NUI Galway offers an accredited blended-learning train-
ing course on demonstrating/tutoring to assist in improving teaching skills, and that their PhD 
students are required to make contributions of on average some 5 hours per week over 24 
weeks, over three academic years, without extra payment.

A range of activities can be included such as taking tutorial groups, demonstrating at prac-
tical classes, co-supervising undergraduate projects and student mentoring. Hours may be in-
cluded that are spent in class preparation, advising, monitoring student projects, and correct-
ing projects, notebooks or essays and will vary according to School/Discipline norms, and the 
allocation of teaching contribution is managed at academic unit level. Students in receipt of 
research grants comply with the terms of their funding award.

Contributing to teaching is an integral part of the training of a research Master’s or PhD 
student. Teaching contribution assists in the acquisition of generic and transferable skills, as 
described in the National Framework for Doctoral Education and in the PhD Graduate Skills 
Statement from the Irish Universities Association.  NUIG states that while contributing to 
teaching is part of the training of a research Master’s or PhD student, the core component of the 
research programmes is the advancement of knowledge through original research.

01/10/2020WRM02600Apprenticeship Programmes

01/10/2020WRM02700239. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding appren-
ticeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27957/20]

01/10/2020WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): 
The Department, SOLAS and the education and training providers are actively working to 
facilitate learning and assessment for apprentices during this period of uncertainty, while main-
taining the quality and integrity of the apprenticeship programme.  

Since the closure of on-site training in March, craft apprenticeship providers have moved 
to transform the delivery of apprenticeship assessments which has allowed craft apprentices to 
complete their theory based modules during the summer period.  A number of apprenticeship 
programmes have moved fully online or have been modified to allow for greater flexibility be-
tween on-the-job and off-the-job elements of the programmes.  Unfortunately, it has not been 
possible to deliver this flexibility in programme provision or assessment in the practical ele-
ments of craft apprenticeships due to the need to access workshops and equipment. 
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Due to the closure of ETB Training Centres, TU Dublin and the Institutes of Technology, it 
was not possible for SOLAS to schedule apprentices for off-the-job training in recent months.  
Off-the-job training recommenced on the 1st September, however attendance on site is subject 
to significant restrictions in terms of safeguarding the health of apprentices and staff during the 
pandemic and unfortunately this has reduced overall capacity for apprenticeship training by 
30% across the entire spectrum of operations.

It is not in the interests of apprentices, employers or providers to allow waiting lists for off-
the-job training to increase and SOLAS is continuing to work with each of its delivery partners 
to schedule and devise innovative approaches to apprenticeship training.  This does, however, 
take time and apprentices will be notified of these changes as they are rolled out. 

Apprentices should receive further updates on their training schedule and associated con-
cerns from their local ETB Authorised Officers over the next number of weeks. They should 
also visit www.apprenticeship.ie for updates on apprenticeship operations aligned to the SO-
LAS COVID-19 response.

01/10/2020WRM02900Third Level Fees

01/10/2020WRM03000240. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if it will be ensured that college registration fees are reduced in 
line with the reduction in face-to-face contact with students by lecturers and blended learning; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27977/20]

01/10/2020WRM03100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding 
toward the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate Higher Education students with students 
paying the student contribution. The student contribution fee is currently set at €3,000 per an-
num and can be paid in instalments.  The State pays the contribution in full or part, through 
SUSI, for approximately 44% of students eligible for free fees.

I am very conscious of the impact of the pandemic has had on our students. In July I an-
nounced the provision of additional student assistance including a doubling of the Student As-
sistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher 
education to assist with difficulties in accessing technology to facilitate their course work in a 
blended capacity.  These supports will be distributed through the colleges and further education 
providers. 

The Programme for Government undertakes to provide a long term sustainable funding 
model for higher education.  In addition the range of student supports operated by SUSI will be 
subject to review. An important objective will be to ensure access to and continued participation 
in higher education by students from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The delivery of further and higher education in the context of Covid-19 will cost the provid-
ers more not less.  The Government has provided additional funding in the amount of €168m 
to support the return of students to further and higher education and the additional funding 
provided for student supports will be of assistance to many students particularly those with the 
least financial resources. 

I will continue to work with further and higher education providers, agencies and key stake-
holders including student representatives to mitigate the additional pressures faced as a result 
of covid-19.  Consideration of the student contribution will be in the context of annual estimates 
discussions and programme for government commitments.
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01/10/2020WRM03200Citizenship Applications

01/10/2020WRM03300241. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Justice the way in which the six-week 
absence rule is calculated in view of the fact that applicants are being given conflicting infor-
mation as to whether it is the entire period that is counted once it is over six weeks or just the 
number of days over the six weeks. [27796/20]

01/10/2020WRM03400249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice if the six-week period is 
deducted in its entirety from the reckonable residency calculation; if not, if only the days in ex-
cess of the six-week yearly period is reckoned in cases in which a person has been absent from 
the State for more than the allowable six weeks in a year when calculating reckonable residency 
for an application for citizenship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27837/20]

01/10/2020WRM03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 241 and 
249 together.

The Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, provides the statutory periods of residence 
required in the State, and that the final year be continuous residence. However, it has long been 
recognised that many people may travel abroad for a holiday, or may have some unexpected or 
unavoidable reason to travel abroad.  

In this regard, it is considered, that a reasonable and generous period of up to 6 weeks be al-
lowed to provide for absences from the State for normal holidays and other short term and tem-
porary nature absences, such as for business meetings or a family wedding or bereavement or 
medical emergency while abroad, and that such short term nature absence from the State would 
not impact on the statutory residence requirement. However, in the absence of any additional 
information in relation to extended absences, absences totalling 6 weeks or more in any year 
will be deducted in their entirety from the reckonable residence in the State. 

As each application is judged on its individual merits, a decision on an application can only 
be made when it has been submitted and subsequently considered. Therefore, it is essential that 
applicants provide all relevant information to allow for a fully informed decision and to con-
sider whether exceptional or compelling circumstances exist with regard to any absences from 
the State in the period preceding the submission of the application.

01/10/2020WRM03600State Pardons

01/10/2020WRM03700242. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice the status of efforts to pardon 
a person (details supplied); if the continuation of the process initiated by her immediate prede-
cessor will be prioritised such that a pardon will be granted and closure can be given to their 
relatives; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27703/20]

01/10/2020WRM03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I want to thank the Deputy for raising this 
matter with me, which I know he has previously raised with my predecessor as Minister.

The case in question has received detailed consideration by officials in my Department and 
a relevant academic has been engaged to provide expert opinion on the matter.

I will write to the Deputy directly with a further update.

01/10/2020WRM03900Child and Family Agency
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01/10/2020WRM04000243. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Justice the number of referrals made by 
gardaí to Tusla by county in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [27722/20]

01/10/2020WRM04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from the 
Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter but it was unfortunately not possible to compile 
it in the time available.

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

01/10/2020WRM04200Child and Family Agency

01/10/2020WRM04300244. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Justice the number of complaints made to 
GSOC regarding non referrals to Tusla by gardaí by county in tabular form. [27723/20]

01/10/2020WRM04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have contacted GSOC in relation to the 
information sought and will write directly to the Deputy when a response is available. 

01/10/2020WRM04500Probate Data

01/10/2020WRM04600245. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice the waiting times for the grant-
ing of probate in the Probate Office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27764/20]

01/10/2020WRM04700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Probate Office is an office of the High 
Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is inde-
pendent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the waiting times for solicitors applications in the Dublin 
Probate Office is eight weeks. The office experienced a four fold increase in applications for 
probate from people represented by solicitors during the last week of August, in advance of the 
introduction of the new Revenue online system for filing the Revenue Affidavit, which is an es-
sential part of every application for probate.   It is expected that the new online system for filing 
the Revenue Affidavit will reduce the waiting times for all applications. 

The Deputy will be aware that the restrictions on movement introduced earlier this year, 
in response  the Covid-19 pandemic, led to the initial cancellation of all interviews with per-
sonal applicants for probate. Arrangements were made, with the support of the Courts Service’s 
Health and Safety function, to resume interviews with personal applicants from Monday 21st 
September 2020. The office is currently processing a backlog of personal applications and hope 
to have that backlog cleared within a week or two. Waiting times will then be back to pre-Covid 
19 restriction levels.

01/10/2020WRM04800Rights of People with Disabilities

01/10/2020WRM04900246. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Justice the timeframe for the first report 
to the United Nations on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27787/20]

01/10/2020WRM05000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department is coordinating the com-
pilation of Ireland’s first State report to the Committee on the Convention on the Rights of 
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Persons with Disabilities. 

This function will shortly be transferring to the Department of Children, Equality, Disabil-
ity, Integration and Youth. Ireland’s State Report was scheduled for submission earlier this year, 
two years following the ratification of the Convention.  However, an extension of that deadline 
has been requested through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The drafting of the State Report is at an advanced stage and once completed, the public 
consultation stage will commence. The aim is to submit the State Report to the UN by the end 
of 2020. However, Covid 19 has had some impact on the process, particularly in respect of the 
time and process needed to run a robust and meaningful public consultation.

01/10/2020WRM05100Rights of People with Disabilities

01/10/2020WRM05200247. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Justice the legislative barriers that remain 
in place arising from the ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities; the progress that has been made to bring forward the necessary legislation 
since June 2020; when she plans to ratify the optional protocol to the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[27788/20]

01/10/2020WRM05300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to enshrining disability rights by finalising the legislation necessary to meet the 
terms of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Con-
vention”). The approach being taken is one of progressive realisation, with work continuing on 
the reforms needed for an optimum level of compliance with the Convention’s requirements.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017 – 2021 provides a mechanism for 
joined-up working to deliver on Ireland’s commitments to implementing the UNCRPD. Min-
ister Rabbitte chairs the Steering Group, which oversees and monitors the implementation of 
the Strategy, the most recent meeting of which took place on the 29th of September 2020. This 
Group has an important role in guiding progress in this area. The Group recently carried out a 
mid-term review of the Strategy which examined how the Strategy is aligned with the articles 
of the Convention and how the Strategy could be revised and built upon in order to continue 
progressive realisation of the aims of the Convention. Arising from the mid-term review, a com-
mitment was made that the Department of Justice and Equality will develop a CRPD implemen-
tation plan, that will include monitoring structures and metrics as appropriate.

Of particular relevance to Article 12 of the Convention is the Assisted Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-making 
by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 but has 
not yet been fully commenced.  The 2015 Act will abolish the current Wards of Court system 
by repealing the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871. Part 6 of the 2015 Act provides that 
adults currently in wardship will transition to the new decision-making support arrangements 
provided for in the Act on a phased basis over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of 
the Act. New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the 
Decision Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Depart-
ment of Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the 2015 Act can be 
commenced. The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and running 
effectively by ensuring that the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, 
codes of practice and regulations will be in place.
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In addition to the practical measures outlined, the Deputy will be aware of a number of leg-
islative developments to support the implementation of the Convention.

In the first instance my colleague the Minister for Health is progressing Heads of a Bill to 
provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty. A report of a recent public con-
sultation on these draft legislative provisions is nearing completion, and every effort is being 
made to progress this legislation as quickly as possible.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which contains key legislative amend-
ments needed for compliance with the Convention. The Bill includes provisions to establish the 
monitoring framework required by Article 33 of the Convention to promote, protect and moni-
tor implementation of the Convention. It requires the involvement and participation of civil 
society, in particular, persons with disabilities, in the monitoring process.

The Bill provides for the amendment of:

- the Juries Act to accommodate (i) deaf persons who need the services of a sign language 
interpreter and (ii) persons with mental illness being subject to a functional capacity test;

- the Electoral Act to repeal the prohibition on a person of unsound mind from standing for 
election to the national and European parliament;

- the Disability Act to (i) change the status of NDA staff from public to civil servants, in 
line with all other bodies in the Justice Vote, (ii) to provide information and advice including 
statistics to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) and (iii) to bring An 
Garda Siochana within its scope; 

- the Equal Status Act to elaborate the principle of refusal of “reasonable accommodation” 
on grounds of cost;

- the IHREC Act to create a statutory basis for IHREC to (i) keep under review the law and 
practice relating to the protection of persons with disabilities, and (ii) to that end appoint an 
advisory committee, and (iii) apply to the Court of Appeal to appear as amicus curiae (friend 
of the court).

The Bill was at Committee Stage when it lapsed with the dissolution of the Dáil and Seanad 
in January 2020. A decision is now required as to whether the lapsed Bill should be revisited, 
or if a new Bill should be drafted. This will be a decision for the new Minister for Children, 
Disability, Equality and Integration once the transfer of functions from the Minister for Justice 
and Equality has taken place.

The monitoring framework for implementation of the Convention will include both the 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) and the NDA and will be governed by 
a formal Memorandum of Understanding. This will ensure the direct participation of persons 
with disabilities and the organisations representing them in monitoring how the Convention is 
implemented in Ireland.

While the Government priorities remain focused on addressing the remaining legislative 
measures to be taken to give full effect to the Convention, the Programme for Government also 
reiterates the commitment to ratify the Optional Protocol after the first reporting cycle.

01/10/2020WRM05400Irish Prison Service

01/10/2020WRM05500248. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice if a recruitment moratorium is in 
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place for the Irish Prison Service at present; if so, when new recruits will fill their positions; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [27814/20]

01/10/2020WRM05600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by the Irish Prison Service 
that at present, there is no recruitment moratorium in place and that the recruitment process has 
been ongoing since 2017 having regard to such factors as service needs and retirement levels. 

The Deputy will wish to be aware that new recruits into the organisation take up their posi-
tions on a scheduled basis, throughout the course of the year, subject to the number of vacancies 
at any given time and a candidates position in the order of merit of the respective recruitment 
competition. 

86 candidates took up the role of RPO in 2017,  182 in 2018, 215 in 2019 and 65 have taken 
up the role to date in 2020.  There are two further classes planned before year end and it is hoped 
another 36 RPOs will progress through those classes bringing the total RPOs recruited for 2020 
to 101.

  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 241.

01/10/2020WRM05800Garda Districts

01/10/2020WRM05900250. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to 
the situation in which policing in an area (details supplied) is delivered by Garda stations in two 
separate Garda divisions; if her attention has been further drawn to the difficulties this can cre-
ate; if the matter will be investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [27846/20]

01/10/2020WRM06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Minister of State will be aware, 
under the provisions of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible 
for the management and operations of An Garda Síochána.  This includes the effective and ef-
ficient deployment of the resources available to An Garda Síochána taking into account crime 
trends and policing priorities.  The assignment of divisional boundaries is an operational matter 
for which the Commissioner is primarily responsible.  I, as Minister, have no direct role in these 
matters.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the area in question is covered by both the Tal-
laght Garda Sub-District in the DMR South Division and the Clondalkin Garda Sub-District in 
the DMR West Division, with the majority of the residential areas served by members attached 
to Tallaght Garda Sub-District, with the industrial units falling within Clondalkin Garda Sub-
District.  Current policing policy is predicated on the prevention of public order offences and 
the prevention of crime including crimes of violence against persons and property. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are regular patrols in both areas by uni-
form and plain-clothes personnel, including the Community Policing and Garda Mountain Bike 
Units, District Detective Unit and Drug Unit personnel, which are supplemented by the Bur-
glary Response Units and Roads Policing Units. In addition, regular meetings are held between 
Gardaí and the local Residents Associations.

I am assured that Local Garda Management closely monitor the aforementioned patrols and 
other operational strategies in place, in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the 
communities in these areas to ensure optimum use of Garda resources and that current struc-
tures in place meet the requirements needed to deliver an effective and efficient policing service 
to the residents concerned. The situation is kept under constant review.
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I understand that a collaborative policing plan is in the process of being implemented by 
Local Garda Management responsible for both the Tallaght and Clondalkin areas.

01/10/2020WRN00200Prisoner Welfare

01/10/2020WRN00300251. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice if she has expressed concern to 
the Irish Prison Service about conditions in the Dóchas Centre for female prisoners in Dublin as 
outlined in a report to the prison authorities by one of the prison chaplains; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [27996/20]

01/10/2020WRN00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have asked the Irish Prison Service for 
an update on the issues raised in the Chaplain’s report and will revert to the Deputy when this 
is to hand.

01/10/2020WRN00500Judicial Council

01/10/2020WRN00600252. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice when the Judicial Council 
Act 2019 will be fully commenced; and the reason for the delay in implementing its provisions. 
[27998/20]

01/10/2020WRN00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Following enactment of the Judicial Coun-
cil Act 2019, the Judicial Council was established in December 2019. The Act provides for the 
establishment of several committees of the Council, all of which have been established.

The Act sets out various timeframes for the production of relevant guidelines by the com-
mittees.  The timescales set out in the Act have regard to the significant amount of work in-
volved in the production of the guidelines concerned.   

The Judicial Council Act 2019 also provides that the Council is independent in the perfor-
mance of its functions.  I do not have a role in its operation or that of its Committees.

Once the guidelines have been adopted by the Judicial Council, I will make orders bringing 
into operation those relevant provisions of the Act which have not yet been commenced.

01/10/2020WRN00800Closed-Circuit Television Systems

01/10/2020WRN00900253. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice her plans to introduce legislation 
to allow An Garda Síochána and county councils to become joint data controllers of CCTV 
schemes; the status of the CCTV scheme in Littleton, County Tipperary, which was allocated 
funds in February 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28001/20]

01/10/2020WRN01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, Community-
based CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Sío-
chána (CCTV) Order 2006. This legal framework requires that any proposed community CCTV 
scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and
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- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and these key legal requirements have not changed since 2006. The option to establish a Com-
munity CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere in 
the country. 

I can inform the Deputy that I am progressing a range of new Bills relating to Garda gov-
ernance and policing powers. It is my intention to repeal the provisions currently contained in 
Section 38 of the 2005 Act, and to replace them with provisions in the Garda Síochána (Digital 
Recording) Bill.  I hope to bring the general scheme of that Bill to Government for approval 
very soon.  

In relation to the applications from Littleton the Deputy has referred to, I am informed that 
the application for a Community Based Scheme under Section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána 
Act, 2005, has not met the standard to be heard at the CCTV Advisory Committee (which 
makes recommendations to the Garda Commissioner) due to issues in respect of the location of 
the server.  It had been proposed that the server would be based in the local Garda Station and 
that the local Superintendent would act as Data Controller. This is at variance with S.I. 289/06 
which stipulates that the Local Authority will act as Data Controller. This has been communi-
cated back to the applicant groups and I understand that a reply is awaited on any alternative 
proposal for siting of the server.

01/10/2020WRN01100Garda Information and Communications Technology

01/10/2020WRN01200254. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the status of the measures taken 
by An Garda Síochána to upgrade the PULSE system to capture hate-related motivations for all 
incidents of crime and non-crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28002/20]

01/10/2020WRN01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that in ac-
cordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the 
management and control of An Garda Síochána and the efficient and effective use of resources. 
This includes responsibility for Garda ICT platforms.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for 
these matters. 

An Garda Síochána is strongly committed to engaging proactively and respectfully with all 
members of society, and, in particular, persons from minority groups and diverse backgrounds.  
An Garda Síochána takes hate crime seriously and each and every hate crime reported to An 
Garda Síochána is professionally investigated and victims supported during the criminal justice 
process.

An Garda Síochána has in recent months adopted a Diversity and Integration Strategy.  The 
Strategy includes a working definition of hate crime to assist Gardaí in delivering a victim-cen-
tred service and to assist them in responding consistently and robustly to reports of hate crime.   

The Garda Diversity and Integration Strategy has a significant focus on enhancing the iden-
tification, reporting, investigation and prosecution of hate crimes. Key outcomes of the Garda 
Diversity and Integration Strategy include an increase in the reporting of hate crime, and to 
provide accurate and reliable data to inform intelligence-led policing to prevent and detect this 
crime.

As part of the Diversity and Integration Strategy, An Garda Síochána is upgrading PULSE 
to capture hate related motivations for all incidents (both crime and non-crime).  This will en-
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able the reporting of hate related incidents and more accurate collation of data in relation to 
these crimes and incidents. I am advised by the Garda authorities that the updated version of 
PULSE (R7.6)  has commenced its final stage of User Acceptance and it is expected that it will 
be deployed by the end of October 2020.  

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that my Department is working to update Ire-
land’s criminal law on both hate speech and hate crime as a priority.

01/10/2020WRN01400Deportation Orders

01/10/2020WRN01500255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice if the humanitarian grounds 
already listed in the case of a person (details supplied) can be used as a sufficient case for the 
deportation order to be reconsidered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28059/20]

01/10/2020WRN01600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to is the subject of a 
Deportation Order made on 20 June 2002 and therefore has no entitlement to residency in the 
State.  Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned, pursuant to Section 
3 (11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order.  Follow-
ing the consideration of those representations, a decision was taken that the Deportation Order 
should be affirmed and this decision was communicated to the person concerned by registered 
post dated 9 November 2017.  

It is open to the person concerned to submit further representations requesting that the De-
portation Order be revoked, pursuant to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed).  However, such an application would require substantial grounds to be successful.  To date, 
no such further representations have been received in this case. The Deportation Order remains 
valid and in place and the enforcement of the Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/10/2020WRN01700Asylum Seekers

01/10/2020WRN01800256. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice the number of minors who have 
sought asylum after they arrived unannounced at ports or airports from 2011 to date; the ages of 
the applicants; the outcomes of such applications for asylum; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [28072/20]

01/10/2020WRN01900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): TUSLA, the Child and Family Agency has 
statutory responsibility for the care of any unaccompanied minors in the State. If an unaccom-
panied minor indicates that they wish to apply for international protection, they are referred to 
TUSLA, either by the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) at the airport/port of entry, 
or by staff at the International Protection Office (IPO) of my Department.

TUSLA will then conduct a Best Interest of the Child assessment. Only after that assess-
ment has been completed and it is decided that it is in the best interest of the child, will they 
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bring the unaccompanied minor to the IPO to make an application on their behalf. Specific 
arrangements will be made by the IPO in conjunction with TUSLA for the processing of the ap-
plication. TUSLA will support the minor throughout the process, including attending at their 
interview.

All applications for international protection made on behalf of unaccompanied minors are 
prioritised by the IPO for processing, and the IPO has specially trained caseworkers to pro-
cess these applications.

The table below sets out the number of applications for asylum (2011 – 2016 inclusive) 
and for international protection (2017 – end August 2020) made by TUSLA - Child and Family 
Agency on behalf of unaccompanied minors.

Year Age Group 0 -13 Age Group 14 - 17 Total
2011 2 24 26
2012 1 22 23
2013 2 18 20
2014 2 28 30
2015 1 32 33
2016 0 34 34
2017 3 28 31
2018 0 17 17
2019 2 47 49
2020 to end August  0 18 18
Total 13 268 281

The figures above may be subject to data cleansing. 

Final decisions in respect of unaccompanied minors for a protection status for the years 
2011 - 2020 (end August) are set out in the table below.

Year No. of Decisions *
2011 10
2012 11
2013 27
2014 20
2015 24
2016 36
2017 16
2018 18
2019 50
2020 21
Total 233

*  These figures relate to the year in which the decision was made and not to the year in 
which the application was made.

01/10/2020WRN02000Prescriptions Charges

01/10/2020WRN02100257. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the reduction in prescription charges in budget 2020; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [27958/20]

01/10/2020WRN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of Budget 2020, the previous 
Government announced two measures intended to reduce the cost of medicines: 

- GMS prescription charges would be reduced by €0.50c for all medical card holders. The 
charge would be reduced by €0.50c to €1 per item for the over 70s and by €0.50c to €1.50 for 
persons under 70. The maximum monthly charge would also be reduced to €10 and €15 respec-
tively.

- The monthly threshold of €124 for the Drug Payment Scheme (DPS) would be reduced by 
€10 to €114 per household.

Although it was intended that these measures would be implemented, funding of this Bud-
get 2020 commitment was contingent on the achievement of certain savings within the health 
budget.

However, these savings have not been achieved as the Pandemic has placed a significant 
demand on public finances, a substantial proportion of which has been allocated to the health 
system. In that context, decisions on the associated funding and a potential implementation date 
are being actively considered.

01/10/2020WRN02300Health Services Staff

01/10/2020WRN02400258. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of the 
roadmap for returning staff redeployed to Covid-19 duties back to their previous positions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27709/20]

01/10/2020WRN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN02600Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRN02700259. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the timeline for recruiting persons 
to perform swabbing duties in testing centres. [27710/20]

01/10/2020WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRN02900Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRN03000260. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the longest distance a person will 
be expected to travel to get a Covid-19 test. [27711/20]

01/10/2020WRN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRN03200Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRN03300261. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if he plans to reopen the Covid-19 
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community assessment hubs; and if they will reopen in their previous locations. [27712/20]

01/10/2020WRN03400354. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of all Covid-19 com-
munity assessment hubs as of 25 September 2020; the opening times and number that visited 
each in April, May, June, July and August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27922/20]

01/10/2020WRN03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 261 
and 354 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputies directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN03600Home Care Packages

01/10/2020WRN03700262. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the average duration spent on the 
waiting list in counties Longford and Westmeath from when a client or his or her representative 
or family submits an application for homecare support until the person is approved for homec-
are support [27713/20]

01/10/2020WRN03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN03900Home Care Packages

01/10/2020WRN04000263. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the average duration spent on the 
waiting list in counties Longford and Westmeath from when a client is approved for homecare 
support until he or she is provided with homecare support. [27714/20]

01/10/2020WRN04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN04200Home Care Packages

01/10/2020WRN04300264. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the average difference for clients 
in counties Longford and Westmeath between the number of hours of assessed need and the 
actual allocated hours of homecare support. [27715/20]

01/10/2020WRN04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN04500Abortion Services Provision

01/10/2020WRN04600265. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the three-day waiting period 
with respect to termination of pregnancy services remains in place; if there are no plans to 
amend or abolish same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27743/20]
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01/10/2020WRN04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, Section 12 
of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 provides that a termination of 
pregnancy may be provided after a period of not less than three days has elapsed from the date 
on which a medical practitioner has certified that the pregnancy concerned has not exceeded 12 
weeks of pregnancy.

No changes have been made to the legislation since it was signed into law by the President 
in December 2018.

Section 7 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 states:

“The Minister shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out 
a review of the operation of this Act.”

The review clause was included in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 
2018 in order to facilitate monitoring of the operation of the legislation in practice, as well as of 
the delivery of services in the area.

The Programme for Government Our Shared Future notes that the review will take place in 
2021.

01/10/2020WRN04800Abortion Services Provision

01/10/2020WRN04900266. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a number of persons who have had to travel to the UK to access follow-up abortion care after 
the abortion pills they took failed; his plans to ensure that anyone whose abortion procedure 
was legally initiated in good faith is able to terminate their pregnancy in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27744/20]

01/10/2020WRN05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 permits termination to be carried out in 
cases where there is a risk to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; 
where there is a condition present which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before 
or within 28 days of birth; and without restriction up to 12 weeks of pregnancy.

Expanded termination of pregnancy services were initiated on 1st January 2019 and are 
provided through participating doctors and hospitals throughout the country. However, I am 
aware that statistics reported by the UK Department of Health and Social Care showed that 
women with Irish addresses continued to access termination of pregnancy in that jurisdiction 
during 2019. 

I wish to assure the Deputy that it is a priority for my Department that the Health (Regula-
tion of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 is fully implemented, so enabling all women in 
Ireland to access services quickly and easily, without bias or judgment. 

There is ongoing engagement between the Department of Health and the HSE to monitor 
service provision and to facilitate the smooth-running of the service.

01/10/2020WRN05100Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRN05200267. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there is a regional break-
down of testing timelines by county from a request by a general practitioner to receipt of results 
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by the patient [27762/20]

01/10/2020WRN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRN05400Medical Cards

01/10/2020WRN05500268. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the threshold for over-70s 
medical card applications will increase from €500 to €550 for a single person and from €900 
to €1,050 for a couple, as announced in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27768/20]

01/10/2020WRN05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020, enacted on 2nd August 2020, provided 
for an increase to the gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per 
week for a single person and to €1,050 per week for a couple.

Although it had been originally intended that this measure would be implemented from July 
this year, it was not possible to legislate for the necessary amendments to the 1970 Health Act 
to provide for this measure until there was a fully constituted Dáil and Seanad.

While the relevant section providing for the increased limits has not yet been commenced, 
decisions on the associated funding requirements and potential implementation date are being 
actively considered.

01/10/2020WRN05700Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRN05800269. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the reason for allowing couples 
from County Donegal to have weddings outside the county but not to allow couples from out-
side the county to have their wedding in County Donegal in respect of the extension of restric-
tions under the Covid-19 response announced for the county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27769/20]

01/10/2020WRN05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the Resilience 
and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19 was published by the Government 
on 15 September, 2020. This Framework sets out Ireland’s approach to managing and living 
with COVID-19 in a range of areas over the next 6 - 9 months.

The plan sets out five levels of response, each with a number of measures designed to help 
us all lower COVID-19 transmission, and setting out what is permitted at that moment in time. 
It aims to allow society and businesses to be able to operate as normally as possible, while 
continuing to suppress the virus. The plan is framed to account for periods which there is a low 
incidence of the disease, with isolated clusters and low community transmission, through to 
situations where there is a high or rapidly increasing incidence, widespread community trans-
mission and the pandemic is escalating rapidly in Ireland and globally. It recognises the need for 
society and business to be allowed to continue as normally as possible and is designed so that 
either national or county level restrictions can be applied.

Each level outlines what is permitted for social or family gatherings, work and public trans-
port, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious services. The Framework was 
informed by expert advice and recommendations from the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET).
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It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to allow nor-
mal activities to proceed in so far as possible.

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups 
come into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to an-
other. COVID-19 is infectious in a person with no symptoms, or for the period of time before 
they develop symptoms. For this reason, we are all asked to be extra careful when socialising 
and working with others. For now, we must act like we have the virus to protect those around 
us from infection.

Under Level 3 for Donegal, people living in Donegal should remain in the county, with the 
exception of those who must travel for work, education and other essential purposes. People 
living outside of Donegal should not travel to Donegal, with the exception of those who must 
travel for work, education and other essential purposes. The purpose of these measures is to 
prevent further transmission of Covid-19 outside of Donegal.

While weddings with up to 25 people are permitted in Level 3 and can currently take place 
in Donegal, there is no exemption from the current travel restrictions for attending a wedding. 
This means that it will not be possible for residents outside of Donegal to attend weddings in 
Donegal, nor will it be possible for those in Donegal to attend weddings in other areas of the 
country. Again, this measure is in place to prevent further transmission of Covid-19 outside of 
Donegal. The Deputy may wish to note that there is one exception to this. Couples resident in 
Donegal with existing plans outside the county can travel to get married at another location, 
subject to the county level restrictions in place at that location. This applies only to the couple 
getting married and does not extend to guests attending the wedding.

Further information on the public health measures currently in place for Donegal under 
Level 3 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f9a0c-donegal-is-at-level-3/.

01/10/2020WRN06000Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRN06100270. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will order an independent 
investigation into Covid-19 deaths in a nursing home (details supplied) in County Meath further 
to the publication of a HIQA report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27779/20]

01/10/2020WRN06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Since 2009 the 
Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in 
place for the nursing home sector.  HIQA has significant and wide-ranging powers up to and 
including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can no 
longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive 
quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and 
National Quality Standards.

HIQA undertook a regulatory inspection of the nursing home referred to by the Deputy and 
as part of this met with residents and their families, including the families of some of those who 
passed away as a result of COVID-19. 

Following this inspection, HIQA is satisfied to re-register the nursing home with several 
improvement focused conditions including in relation to individual assessment and care plan-
ning. In their role as regulator, HIQA will continue to inspect individual nursing homes includ-
ing the nursing home referred to by the Deputy to ensure their compliance with any conditions 
imposed. 
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On 19 August 2020, both Minister Donnelly and I launched the COVID-19 Nursing Homes 
Expert Panel Report.  This is a significant piece of work which provides a range of recommen-
dations in line with lessons learned to date and international best practice, aimed to safeguard 
the residents in nursing homes over the next 12-18 months and into the longer term. The report 
is also informative in identifying areas of older persons’ service and care delivery requiring 
consideration for further reform. Many of these themes are reflected in the Programme for 
Government.

 Implementing the Report’s short-term recommendations will ensure the ongoing protection 
of nursing home residents, the preparedness of the nursing homes sector and the health system 
in response to COVID-19 and the winter ahead. This will involve building on emerging good 
practice.

I am aware of how difficult a time it is for the families of those who passed away as a result 
of COVID-19 and would like to express my condolences to those who have lost a loved one 
during this period.

01/10/2020WRO00200Disability Services Data

01/10/2020WRO00300271. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with dis-
abilities who were entitled to day services in 2019; the number of persons who availed of day 
services in 2019; the number of persons with disabilities who were entitled to day services since 
they reopened in September 2020; the number of persons who availed of day services since they 
reopened in September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27791/20]

01/10/2020WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRO00500Respite Care Services

01/10/2020WRO00600272. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who were 
entitled to respite services in 2019; the number of persons who availed of respite services in 
2019; the number of persons who were entitled to respite services since they reopened in Sep-
tember 2020; the number of persons who availed of respite services since they reopened in 
September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27792/20]

01/10/2020WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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01/10/2020WRO00800Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRO00900273. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the timeframe in which he plans 
to lift Covid-19 restrictions for trade fairs and exhibitors; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27793/20]

01/10/2020WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Resilience and 
Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19 was published by the Government on 15 
September, 2020. This Framework sets out Ireland’s approach to managing and living with 
COVID-19 in a range of areas over the next 6 - 9 months.

The plan sets out five levels of response, each with a number of measures designed to help 
us all lower COVID-19 transmission, and setting out what is permitted at that moment in time. 
It aims to allow society and businesses to be able to operate as normally as possible, while 
continuing to suppress the virus. The plan is framed to account for periods which there is a low 
incidence of the disease, with isolated clusters and low community transmission, through to 
situations where there is a high or rapidly increasing incidence, widespread community trans-
mission and the pandemic is escalating rapidly in Ireland and globally. It recognises the need for 
society and business to be allowed to continue as normally as possible and is designed so that 
either national or county level restrictions can be applied.

Each level outlines what is permitted for social or family gatherings, work and public trans-
port, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious services. The Framework was 
informed by expert advice and recommendations from the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET).

Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19 specifically deals with 
the events and exhibition sector and the government will continue to work with the sector to 
progress the development of agreed protocols to enable the hosting of trade events in the near 
future.  The Deputy may wish to note that my colleague Minister of State Robert Troy TD in the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation has met with sector representatives.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the number of people allowed to gather in different 
scenarios in the plan is based on a review of international practice and the judgment of public 
health experts. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to 
allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. It is not possible to say what circum-
stances will apply in the future due to the nature of the virus that has caused this global pan-
demic and the concerns that remain about the very serious threats to health that can be caused 
by Covid-19. The measures in place and the public health advice have been adapted to the 
changing circumstances and this will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.

01/10/2020WRO01100Respite Care Services

01/10/2020WRO01200274. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a dis-
ability who have been provided with respite care by county and by month to date in 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27794/20]

01/10/2020WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.
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As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRO01400Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRO01500275. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date on which and the correspon-
dence in which NPHET advised him that the lack of sick pay in some organisations and work 
settings was a concern with regard to the spread of Covid-19. [27797/20]

01/10/2020WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In his letter of 4th August 2020, the Act-
ing Chief Medical Officer informed the Minister for Health of the NPHET’s most recent advice 
to Government concerning the State’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Among 
the specific measures mentioned, the NPHET advised that: 

“Measures should be put in place to ensure that economic considerations and insecurity of 
employment are not a deterrent for people coming forward for testing in these groups” (Ap-
pendix 1, Section 3). 

The Deputy is advised that the relevant letter has been published on the Department of 
Health’s website: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/ba4aa0-letters-from-the-cmo-to-the-minister-for-
health/#august

01/10/2020WRO01700Hospital Data

01/10/2020WRO01800276. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of permanently increasing and staffing fully and on a permanent basis the number of acute 
beds to obtain 85% occupancy in the hospital network. [27798/20]

01/10/2020WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRO02000Hospital Data

01/10/2020WRO02100277. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of permanently increasing and staffing fully and on a permanent basis to bring the level of 
ICU beds to 560 in the hospital network. [27799/20]

01/10/2020WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cost of a critical care bed has sever-
al determining factors. The HSE has advised that a new critical care will typically cost between 
€1m and €1.5m, depending on a variety of factors, including design, construction, equipping 
and all other associated capital costs.

The HSE has advised that the average annual cost of running a critical care bed is €747k. 
However, it should be noted that this figure includes costs for both ICU and HDU beds, with the 
ICU beds the more expensive of the two. It should also be noted that the impacts of COVID-19 
and the new recommendations on distance requirements on costs are yet to be determined.

My Department and the HSE are currently engaging in regard to critical care capacity re-
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quirements in the public hospital system. However, in order to provide the Deputy with more 
detail on costs associated with additional critical care beds, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRO02300Health Services Expenditure

01/10/2020WRO02400278. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of the current levels of nursing home care provided through the public health system. 
[27800/20]

01/10/2020WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRO02600Health Services Expenditure

01/10/2020WRO02700279. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of the subsidies paid to private nursing homes. [27801/20]

01/10/2020WRO02800280. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of the fair deal scheme. [27802/20]

01/10/2020WRO02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 279 and 280 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a 
system of financial support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants con-
tribute to the cost of their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the 
cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable 
for everyone and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

In 2020, the NHSS saw a further investment in its budget, to bring it to €1.07bn for the year. 
This significant investment will provide ongoing long-term residential care over the course of 
2020 ensuring that the Scheme continues to deliver affordable and accessible nursing home care 
for our citizens with long-term care needs.

Separately, as part of package of support measures for nursing homes, my Department es-
tablished a COVID-19 Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS), which opened for ap-
plications on 17th April 2020. The core concept of the scheme is that the State will provide 
additional funding to those nursing homes that require it, to contribute towards costs associated 
with COVID-19 preparedness, mitigation and outbreak management. The scheme was origi-
nally devised to operate for a 3-month period to the end of June, this scheme was extended to 
the end of September. The scheme is now being further extended to the end of 2020 and for the 
first 6 months of 2021 (end June 2021). 

As the Deputy’s question regarding the estimated full-year cost of the current levels of 
nursing home care provided through the public health system relates to service matters I have 
arranged for his correspondence to be referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to 
him.

01/10/2020WRO03100Hospital Data
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01/10/2020WRO03200281. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of subsidies paid to the private hospital network. [27803/20]

01/10/2020WRO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In anticipation of the projected surge 
in Covid-19 cases and the expected impact on the health care system a major part of the re-
sponse was to urgently ramp up capacity for acute hospital care facilities.  A critical element 
of the strategy was to put in place an arrangement with the private hospitals to use their facili-
ties as part of the public system, to provide essential acute hospital services for the duration of 
the emergency. Following negotiations with the Private Hospitals Association an overarching 
agreement with the 18 private acute hospitals was agreed at the end of March. Under the agree-
ment, the HSE secured 100% of the capacity of the private hospitals until the end of June. Initial 
indications are that the costs arising from this agreement will be in the region of €305 million 
euros (subject to verification).

Following termination of the agreement the Government mandated the HSE to seek to 
agree, with the private hospitals on a new arrangement  which would provide the HSE with 
full access to private hospital capacity in the event of a surge of Covid-19 cases and separately 
with ongoing agreed access, in conjunction with the National Treatment Purchase Fund, to pri-
vate hospital services to address the HSE’s priority needs in providing both essential care and 
addressing elective care for public patients experiencing delays. The negotiations in the event 
of a surge are ongoing.  

In August the HSE initiated a procurement process to secure access to additional acute ser-
vices and diagnostic capacity from private providers which is required to address anticipated 
shortfalls over the next two years. Tenders have been received and are currently being evaluated 
by the HSE. In the meantime, the Department has approved a HSE temporary arrangement for 
the treatment of patients in private hospitals pending the finalisation of the national procure-
ment process. Funding of up to €25 m has been sanctioned for this purpose.

01/10/2020WRO03400Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRO03500282. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of conducting 200,000 Covid-19 tests per week through the existing network of State-
owned and operated medical laboratories. [27805/20]

01/10/2020WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Resilience and Recovery 2020-
2021 Plan for Living with COVID-19 recently launched by Government, commits the HSE to 
introducing a more accessible and sustainable testing service that will meet the demands com-
ing into the Autumn/Winter months.

The HSE has recently been developing the future service model for testing and contact 
tracing. This model will aim to deliver a patient-centred, accessible, consistent, responsive and 
flexible service, with sufficient capacity to take us through the winter months and beyond. This 
plan includes recruitment of a permanent dedicated workforce for for Covid-19 Testing and 
contact tracing which has already commenced, and a range of other service improvements to be 
rolled out quickly.  For example, the HSE is currently recruiting over 700 people to take swabs 
and over 500 contact tracing staff all around the country.

This future model is currently being finalised by the HSE and will be submitted to the De-
partment, together with costings, in the near future.
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01/10/2020WRO03700Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRO03800283. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he has costed a move 
towards a Covid-19 saliva sample testing system; if so, the estimated full-year cost of conduct-
ing 35,000 tests per day via the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27806/20]

01/10/2020WRO03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The current standard of care in Ireland 
for the detection of SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) involves testing of clini-
cian-collected combined nasopharyngeal-oropharyngeal specimens with reverse transcription 
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR). 

RT-PCR is considered the ‘gold standard’ in diagnostics for the detection of SARS-CoV-2 
ribonucleic acid (RNA) in the acute phase of infection.

As the current plan is to continue to test by PCR, any spend on alternative tests to PCR is 
likely to be in addition to, rather than instead of, PCR. Therefore, to date, cost estimates in re-
spect of saliva sample testing have not been created.  

The collection of nasopharyngeal swabs by healthcare workers involves an invasive tech-
nique that is uncomfortable for the patient, which is of particular concern for paediatric popu-
lations. A relative degree of skill is required by the provider, and due to risk of transmission, 
the procedure necessitates substantial personal protective equipment. Other issues include the 
potential for a shortage of swabs during large scale testing initiatives. Alternative specimens 
from the upper respiratory tract, such as saliva or nasal, may offer a means to mitigate these 
limitations.   

In light of this, an Evidence Review to inform this consideration was published by the 
Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) on 21st August 2020.  HIQA is currently in 
the process of updating this review in light of the ongoing developments in the field.  

This issue continues to be under active consideration by the NPHET.

01/10/2020WRO04000Covid-19 Pandemic

01/10/2020WRO04100284. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the manner in which the 
Covid-19 pen-and-paper tracking and tracing system is currently configured; the estimated full-
year cost of operating the system; if there were reductions in the numbers of staff involved in 
the system following the introduction of the Covid-19 tracker application. [27807/20]

01/10/2020WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE and the Department have 
worked intensively over the last number of months to put in place a comprehensive, reliable 
and responsive testing and tracing operation.  We now have capacity in place to test 15,000 
people a day (100,000 pw).

Rigorous contact tracing and automatic testing of close contacts, large-scale testing in out-
break situations and other serial testing programmes means we are finding more cases than we 
would have previously.

The testing and contact tracing operational and resource model has been designed to flex up 
and down as needed. The HSE has over recent weeks ramped up resources significantly, and 
will continue to do so, including optimising and maximising our laboratory testing capacity.

The current Testing pathway consists of a number of stages:
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-  On referral from a GP, an appointment is made for an individual at a Testing Centre,

-  Swab is taken from the individual.

-  Swab has then to be transferred to a Laboratory for testing.

-  Result is recorded and advised to Centre. 

-  Individual is informed of result.

The HSE are constantly monitoring all stages of the process to increase efficiency of each of 
the individual components of the testing pathway and to reduce the turnaround times as much 
as possible.

Earlier this year, the HSE estimated maximum potential costs for testing and contact tracing 
for the full year of €414 million. This figure should be considered an estimate of the maximum 
costs as it is based on activity levels of 100,000 tests per week every week, and actual costs may 
be lower and reflective of actual activity levels earlier in the year. 

The Government has to date approved just over €200 million to cover the costs of test-
ing and contact tracing this year.  The estimated expenditure on testing and contact tracing to 
18 September was €120.96m. 

The Covid Tracker App was introduced to complement the manual contact tracing system 
and integrate into it, and did not replace any element of it. Therefore, no reductions in staff 
resulted. In fact, in recent weeks the number of staff engaged daily in Contact Tracing has in-
creased significantly to almost 300.  Furthermore, the HSE is currently in the process of recruit-
ing over 500 contact tracing staff all around the country.

01/10/2020WRO04300Health Services Staff

01/10/2020WRO04400285. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of public 
health consultants in the employ of the public health service; and the estimated full-year cost of 
employing them. [27808/20]

01/10/2020WRO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Currently the public health services em-
ploy Public Health Specialists and Directors of Public Health. The most recent census data, re-
turns for July 2020, include 57.7 Public Health Specialists and 18.6 Directors of Public Health 
(whole time equivalents).  

Consultant status for the Specialty as recommended in the Crowe Horwath Report is an im-
mediate priority. It is also consistent with the role envisaged for the Specialists in Slaintecare 
and Professor Scally’s Report on the National Screening Service (‘CervicalCheck’) under a 
new public health framework. 

I, my Department and the HSE are committed to the early introduction of a new frame-
work for public healthcare, as provided for in the Programme for Government, and to the frame-
work incorporating consultant status. While finalisation of the future framework was paused in 
the context of Covid-19, addressing the pandemic has accelerated the implementation of many 
of the Crowe Horwath recommendations. 

The specialty is already working - and leading out - the operationalisation of a very differ-
ent operational model in response to the pandemic from that which was previously in place; the 
role of the public health doctor has transitioned very rapidly from one of leading small confined 



Questions - Written Answers

156

teams, to now leading and directing the activities of a very broad range of organisations and 
large multidisciplinary teams and the workforce has been diversified to a level not previously 
envisaged. This reform will continue when the Pandemic Framework, currently the immediate 
priority for the HSE, is finalised.

Teams are now in place in my Department and the HSE working on a related business case 
for submission to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform seeking consultant status 
and remuneration and this will be completed and submitted as soon as possible. The full year 
cost will depend on the number of consultant posts in the finalised framework and the remu-
neration arrangements that will apply.

01/10/2020WRO04600Carer’s Allowance

01/10/2020WRO04700286. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the reason carer’s allowance is 
taken into account as income in assessing the means for medical card applicants over 70 years 
of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27823/20]

01/10/2020WRO04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRO04900Mental Health Services

01/10/2020WRO05000287. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will address the need for 
additional investment in mental health services in budget 2021 (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27840/20]

01/10/2020WRO05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Protection of the 
vulnerable continues to be a Government priority, especially in these challenging times, and 
those with mental health issues are often among the most vulnerable in society.

Access to services is central to the Government’s commitments under Sláintecare and the 
new national mental health policy, Sharing the Vision, and the Programme for Government: 
Our Shared Future highlights these policies. The Government’s commitment to continued en-
hancement of mental health services is shown in ongoing increases in the mental health budget. 
Since 2012, €315 million has been added, bringing the mental health budget today to €1.026 
billion, an increase of 44%.

Much has been achieved in mental health in recent years, but it is recognised that much re-
mains to be done. Ireland has fundamentally robust legislation, policies and services that have 
been built up over time and which, overall, compare favourably internationally. More impor-
tantly, there are identified and widely agreed pathways to undertake further improvements in all 
these areas, including improved residential and community-based care for children and adults 
and psychiatry of later life. 

Sharing the Vision promotes equitable access to quality, safe mental health care for all 
citizens. Service users and their families, carers and supporters will have timely access to evi-
dence-informed mental health services. Tailored measures will be put in place to ensure that in-
dividuals with complex mental health difficulties can avail of services across the State without 
discrimination. This builds on the intent of A Vision for Change and Sláintecare and is expected 
to be implemented as part of a ten-year plan.

Sharing the Vision recognises and plans for the increasing need for mental health services 
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and demand for more holistic person-centred responses. The ten-year plan addresses popula-
tion needs through a focus on the requirements of individuals. It promises early intervention, 
with a focus on prevention and positive mental health promotion. This focus advocates a mental 
health system that works in partnership with service users and their families to deliver a range 
of integrated services and supports.

Establishment of the National Monitoring and Implementation Committee (NIMC), to over-
see Sharing the Vision, is well advanced. The NIMC will drive reconfiguration, monitor prog-
ress against outcomes and deliver on commitments in the new policy.

This year has been exceptional. The Covid-19 pandemic has caused significant stress, anxi-
ety, worry and fear for many people throughout the world, from the disease itself and from 
impacts such as increased social isolation, disruption to daily life and uncertainty about em-
ployment and financial security.

The HSE has continued to provide all community services, as far as possible, while follow-
ing Covid-19 guidelines to ensure protection for patients and staff. Acute inpatient and com-
munity residential facilities have remained open and patients have been provided with services 
throughout the pandemic, although with reduced numbers in some settings.

Covid-19 has rapidly accelerated online delivery of mental health services. The Depart-
ment of Health, with the HSE, has launched a number of initiatives to promote mental health 
and wellbeing, including the national Crisis Text-Line in June. An additional €2.2m has been 
provided for a mental health promotion and well-being campaign, through enhanced online 
supports, and to support the HSE psychosocial strategy. This will enable implementation of in-
tegrated tele-health solutions and improve existing online interventions. Examples are the free 
counselling sessions offered by HSE partners MyMind and online peer support groups for 
frontline workers from Turn2me.

A key priority for Minister Butler and the Department is to update the 2001 Mental Health 
Act. The Act sets out the care and treatment of people (including children) with mental illness, 
including involuntary detention procedures and patient safeguards. The updating process is in 
line with expert advice, international best practice and human rights. The Department is finalis-
ing draft heads of a bill to amend the Act and hopes to finalise a draft bill by the end of 2020.

Another priority is the new forensic mental health facility at Portrane. This significant and 
modern facility is expected to open early next year. The new 170-bed hospital complex will 
replace the Central Mental Hospital Dundrum (103 beds) as a modernised National Forensic 
Mental Health Service. It will include a 120-bed central mental hospital, a 10-bed forensic child 
and adolescent unit and a 30-bed intensive care rehabilitation unit.

Funding will be sought in this year’s Estimates campaign to implement the short-term ob-
jectives of Sharing the Vision. This will, of course, be influenced by the availability of resourc-
es. However, the current budget of over €1 billion enables the HSE to maintain and develop 
its wide range of mental health and suicide prevention services. These span all specialties and 
ages, from mental health promotion and early intervention to acute inpatient care and clinical 
programmes such as self-harm and eating disorders. Improving access and reducing waiting 
lists, where possible, are key Government objectives, despite acknowledged recruitment dif-
ficulties and the greatly changed Covid-19 operational environment.

01/10/2020WRO05200Cannabis for Medicinal Use

01/10/2020WRO05300288. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the arrangements that were 
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made while Covid-19 restrictions on travel were in place to accommodate persons using me-
dicinal cannabis preparations under licence; the length of time such arrangements will continue; 
and his views on making such arrangements permanent. [27845/20]

01/10/2020WRO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 6th April, the Minister for Health 
announced an initiative to assist patients access to their medical cannabis products during the 
COVID-19 pandemic period. The Department of Health has so far organised a number of col-
lections from the Netherlands for patients of clinicians in possession of a ministerial licence 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act owing to the COVID-19 travel restrictions and quarantine re-
quirements and the initiative will continue while these are in place.

01/10/2020WRO05500Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2020WRO05600289. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department 
has paid to a company (details supplied) in 2020; and the projects the spend was for in tabular 
form. [27853/20]

01/10/2020WRO05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There have been no payments to the 
company mentioned by the Deputy in 2020 up to and including 30 September. However, I can 
inform the Deputy that my Department is expecting an invoice of €2,500 ex VAT from the com-
pany in question.

01/10/2020WRO05800Health Screening Programmes

01/10/2020WRO05900290. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the clearing of the Cer-
vicalCheck backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27854/20]

01/10/2020WRO06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRP00200HSE Staff

01/10/2020WRP00300291. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the changes that will be made to 
staffing recruitment under the winter plan 2020-21; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [27855/20]

01/10/2020WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Winter Plan the HSE 
is developing robust resourcing and recruitment strategies to meet the anticipated staffing re-
quirements. This includes building recruitment capacity both within and external to the organi-
sation together with extending the recruitment reach both nationally and internationally.  

The HSE are committed to delivering on the HSE Winter Plan 2020/2021, recognising the 
challenges that exist, particularly in the area of staffing resources which is not unique to Ireland 
but also exists internationally. A Taskforce has been established within the HSE whose work 
it is to set out the resourcing and recruitment strategy for the HSE Winter Plan.  This work is 
ongoing within the HSE and includes the following:

-  Full exploitation of exiting staffing panels across both the Public and Civil Service;

-  Significant international recruitment for all grades through existing and recruitment pro-
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curement frameworks;

-  Implementation of an external managed recruitment service provider to increase recruit-
ment capacity and to extend the recruitment reach nationally and internationally. This provider 
is currently being secured through a procurement process

It should also be noted that this recruitment has already commenced, for example for Test 
and Trace.

01/10/2020WRP00500Emergency Departments

01/10/2020WRP00600292. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Beaumont Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to February 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27856/20]

01/10/2020WRP00700293. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Connolly Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to February 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27857/20]

01/10/2020WRP00800294. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Mater Misericordiae University Hospital emergency department during the period Septem-
ber 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27858/20]

01/10/2020WRP00900295. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Naas General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to February 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27859/20]

01/10/2020WRP01000296. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in St. Vincent’s University Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 
to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27861/20]

01/10/2020WRP01100297. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Tallaght University Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to 
February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27862/20]

01/10/2020WRP01200298. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in the National Children’s Hospital, Tallaght, during the period 
September 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27863/20]

01/10/2020WRP01300299. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Temple Street Children’s University Hospital emergency department during the period Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27864/20]

01/10/2020WRP01400300. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Bantry General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Febru-
ary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27865/20]

01/10/2020WRP01500301. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Cavan General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Febru-
ary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27866/20]

01/10/2020WRP01600302. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Letterkenny University Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to 
February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27867/20]
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01/10/2020WRP01700303. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Mayo University Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Feb-
ruary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27868/20]

01/10/2020WRP01800304. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Mercy University Hospital, Cork, during the period September 
2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27869/20]

01/10/2020WRP01900305. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, during the period Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27870/20]

01/10/2020WRP02000306. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Midland Regional Hospital, Port Laoise, during the period 
September 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27871/20]

01/10/2020WRP02100307. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, during the period Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27872/20]

01/10/2020WRP02200308. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Ennis, during the period Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27873/20]

01/10/2020WRP02300309. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Nenagh General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Feb-
ruary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27874/20]

01/10/2020WRP02400310. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in St. James’s Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to February 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27875/20]

01/10/2020WRP02500311. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, during the period 
September 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27876/20]

01/10/2020WRP02600312. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, during the period September 2019 
to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27877/20]

01/10/2020WRP02700313. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Sligo University Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Feb-
ruary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27879/20]

01/10/2020WRP02800314. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in South Tipperary General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 
to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27880/20]

01/10/2020WRP02900315. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Portiuncula Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to February 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27881/20]

01/10/2020WRP03000316. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in St. Luke’s General Hospital, Kilkenny, during the period Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27882/20]
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01/10/2020WRP03100317. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in University Hospital Galway emergency department during the period September 2019 to 
February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27883/20]

01/10/2020WRP03200318. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in University Hospital Kerry emergency department during the period September 2019 to Feb-
ruary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27884/20]

01/10/2020WRP03300319. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in University Hospital Limerick emergency department during the period September 2019 to 
February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27885/20]

01/10/2020WRP03400320. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in University Hospital Waterford emergency department during the period September 2019 to 
February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27886/20]

01/10/2020WRP03500321. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Wexford General Hospital emergency department during the period September 2019 to Feb-
ruary 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27887/20]

01/10/2020WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 292 to 
321, inclusive, together.

The HSE National Service Plan (NSP) sets out the type and volume of health and personal 
social services that the HSE undertakes to provide within its financial allocation each year. The 
NSP 2020 sets targets in relation to the waiting times of attendees of emergency departments 
(ED) for discharge or admission including specific targets for patients over 75 as follows:

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within six hours of registration is 65%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within six hours of registration is 95%

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within nine hours of registration is 80%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within nine hours of registration is 99%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of all attendees at ED who are in ED less than 24 
hours is 97%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are in 
ED less than 24 hours is 99%

In relation to the particular query raised regarding the breakdown of average PET by site 
between September 2019 and February 2020, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRQ01300Emergency Departments

01/10/2020WRQ01400322. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Beaumont Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [27888/20]

01/10/2020WRQ01500323. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, during the period June to 
August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27889/20]

01/10/2020WRQ01600324. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital emergency department during the period June 
to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27890/20]

01/10/2020WRQ01700325. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Naas General Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [27891/20]

01/10/2020WRQ01800326. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in St. Vincent’s University Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27893/20]

01/10/2020WRQ01900327. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Tallaght University Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27894/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02000328. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the National Children’s Hospital, Tallaght emergency department during the period June to 
August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27895/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02100329. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Temple Street Children’s University Hospital emergency department during the period June 
to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27896/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02200330. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Bantry General Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27897/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02300331. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Cavan General Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27898/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02400332. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Letterkenny University Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27899/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02500333. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in Mayo University Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27900/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02600334. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Mercy University Hospital, Cork, during the period June to 
August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27901/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02700335. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, during the period 
June to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27902/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02800336. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Midland Regional Hospital, Port Laoise, during the period June 
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to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27903/20]

01/10/2020WRQ02900337. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, during the period June 
to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27904/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03000339. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the Nenagh General Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27906/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03100340. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the St. James’s Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27907/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03200341. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, during the period 
June to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27908/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03300342. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan, during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27909/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03400343. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the Sligo University Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27911/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03500344. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the South Tipperary General Hospital emergency department during the period June to Au-
gust 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27912/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03600345. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the Portiuncula Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27913/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03700346. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in St. Luke’s General Hospital, Kilkenny, during the period June 
to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27914/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03800347. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the University Hospital Galway emergency department during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27915/20]

01/10/2020WRQ03900348. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the University Hospital Kerry emergency department during the period June to August 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27916/20]

01/10/2020WRQ04000349. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the University Hospital Limerick emergency department during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27917/20]

01/10/2020WRQ04100350. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the University Hospital Waterford emergency department during the period June to August 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27918/20]

01/10/2020WRQ04200351. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the Wexford General Hospital emergency department during the period June to August 2020; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27919/20]

01/10/2020WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 322 to 
337, inclusive, and 339 to 351, inclusive, together.

The HSE National Service Plan (NSP) sets out the type and volume of health and personal 
social services that the HSE undertakes to provide within its financial allocation each year. The 
NSP 2020 sets targets in relation to the waiting times of attendees of emergency departments 
(ED) for discharge or admission including specific targets for patients over 75 as follows:

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within six hours of registration is 65%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within six hours of registration is 95%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within nine hours of registration is 80%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within nine hours of registration is 99%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of all attendees at ED who are in ED less than 24 
hours is 97%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are in 
ED less than 24 hours is 99%.

In relation to the particular query raised regarding the breakdown of average PET by site 
between June to August 2020, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRR00900Emergency Departments

01/10/2020WRR01000338. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the average patient experience time 
in the emergency department in Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Ennis, during the period June 
to August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27905/20]

01/10/2020WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE National Service Plan (NSP) 
sets out the type and volume of health and personal social services that the HSE undertakes to 
provide within its financial allocation each year. The NSP 2020 sets targets in relation to the 
waiting times of attendees of emergency departments (ED) for discharge or admission includ-
ing specific targets for patients over 75 as follows:

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within six hours of registration is 65%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within six hours of registration is 95%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within nine hours of registration is 80%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within nine hours of registration is 99%.
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-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of all attendees at ED who are in ED less than 24 
hours is 97%.

-  The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are in 
ED less than 24 hours is 99%.

In relation to the particular query raised regarding the breakdown of average PET by site 
between June to August 2020, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 339 to 351, inclusive, answered with Question No. 322.

01/10/2020WRS00300Health Services Provision

01/10/2020WRS00400352. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the modular units due to open under 
the HSE winter plan 2020-21, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27920/20]

01/10/2020WRS00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This winter is expected to be particular-
ly challenging due to the presence of Covid-19 and the uncertainty around the level of Covid-19 
and non-Covid-19 healthcare demands. The Government’s determination to meet this challenge 
is demonstrated by its decision to invest an additional €600m in health services this winter - 
€200m in 2020 and €400m in 2021 - to support the roll-out of the winter-specific measures. 

The HSE published its Winter Plan on 24 September. The HSE Winter Plan aims to reduce 
the number of patients waiting on trolleys for hospital admission by 30% and to improve Pa-
tient Experience Times, particularly in terms of keeping everyone safe while we respond to 
Covid-19. It aims to enable patients to be seen in the community wherever possible by provid-
ing a better service in community health care settings; to receive timely care in hospital when 
this is necessary; and to return home or to appropriate care settings when fit to leave hospital 
by providing more homecare and stepdown options. It aims to deliver 4.76 million more home 
support hours to facilitate this.

There are additional supports in the HSE Winter Plan for people at greater risk including the 
elderly, homeless, and those with chronic illnesses to allow them to stay at home. It also pro-
vides additional Community Healthcare Networks, 36 more Community Specialist Teams and 
11 additional acute hospital ‘Front of House’ Frailty Intervention Teams. This will create the 
foundation and organisational structure through which integrated care will be provided locally 
within the community at the appropriate level of complexity. 

The HSE Winter Plan aims to deliver 79,000 more diagnostics in the community, again al-
lowing patients to be seen closer to home and avoid going to hospital. The Plan puts in place 
supports for GPs, particularly those in rural practices, to support service continuity. A key ac-
tion will be a comprehensive flu vaccination programme. The HSE has placed orders for ap-
proximately 1.35 million doses of the Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine, as well as 600,000 doses 
of the Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine, which will be made available to children aged from 
2 to 12 years old inclusive.

In relation to the particular query raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly with the requested information.

01/10/2020WRS00600National Treatment Purchase Fund
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01/10/2020WRS00700353. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount drawn down from the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund by month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27921/20]

01/10/2020WRS00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Improving access to Scheduled Care 
and reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. The year-on-year increases to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) 
since Budget 2017 reflect this priority and Budget 2020 saw the funding of the NTPF increase 
by €25million to €100million.

Furthermore, since 2017, the Department, HSE and NTPF have been collaborating to iden-
tify initiatives to improve waiting times for patients, and the NTPF works with the hospital sys-
tem to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/day case procedures and outpatient 
appointments.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the amount drawn down by month 
by the NTPF in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 is provided in the attached table.

National Treatment Purchase Fund Draw Down of Funds by Month at end September 
2020

- 2018 2019 YTD 2020
- €m €m €m
January
February
March 5.510
April
May 5.510 15
June 10
July 5.510 10 20
August 11.000
September 10 20
October 11.000 15
November 11.000 15
December 5.492 15
Total 55.022 75 55

  Question No. 354 answered with Question No. 261.

01/10/2020WRS01000Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRS01100355. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if more pedestrian access Covid-19 
testing facilities will be made available in Dublin, Cork, Waterford, Galway and Limerick; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27923/20]

01/10/2020WRS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRS01300Covid-19 Pandemic



1 October 2020

167

01/10/2020WRS01400356. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by his Department 
on PPE in each the months of January to September 2020; the amount his Department is ex-
pected to spend until year end 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27924/20]

01/10/2020WRS01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the issue referred to in the question 
is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS01600Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS01700357. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform, he has had with a union (details supplied) since taking office; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27925/20]

01/10/2020WRS01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I had a video meeting with the organisa-
tion mentioned by the Deputy on 21 July 2020. I also spoke at a webinar event 6 August 2020.

01/10/2020WRS01900Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS02000358. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform, he has had with a union (details supplied) since taking office; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27926/20]

01/10/2020WRS02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that I have had one en-
gagement with the union referred to by the Deputy since I took up office as Minister for Health.

01/10/2020WRS02200Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS02300359. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform, he has had with an association (details supplied) since taking 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27927/20]

01/10/2020WRS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I had a video meeting with the associa-
tion mentioned by the Deputy on 28 July 2020.

01/10/2020WRS02500Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS02600360. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform, he has had with an organisation (details supplied) since taking 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27928/20]

01/10/2020WRS02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I had a video meeting with the organisa-
tion mentioned by the Deputy on 28 July 2020.

01/10/2020WRS02800Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS02900361. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform he has had with a union (details supplied) since taking office; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27929/20]

01/10/2020WRS03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I had a video meeting with the union 
mentioned by the Deputy on 7 September 2020.

01/10/2020WRS03100Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2020WRS03200362. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of engagements, either 
in person or by virtual platform, he has had with an organisation (details supplied) since taking 
office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27930/20]

01/10/2020WRS03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have yet to meet with the organisation 
concerned. However, an invitation for a meeting has recently been received, and a suitable time 
to engage with them is being considered. Officials from my department and the HSE continue 
to work with this organisation on all relevant issues.

01/10/2020WRS03400HSE Staff

01/10/2020WRS03500363. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his views on the decentralisation of 
staffing recruitment within the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27931/20]

01/10/2020WRS03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS03700Nursing Staff

01/10/2020WRS03800364. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff recruited 
on full-time contracts in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27932/20]

01/10/2020WRS03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS04000Nursing Staff

01/10/2020WRS04100365. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff recruited 
on part-time contracts in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27933/20]

01/10/2020WRS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS04300Nursing Staff

01/10/2020WRS04400366. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing staff recruited 
on agency contracts in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27934/20]
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01/10/2020WRS04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS04600Consultancy Contracts

01/10/2020WRS04700367. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital consultants 
recruited on full-time contracts in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27935/20]

01/10/2020WRS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS04900Hospital Staff

01/10/2020WRS05000368. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in each 
HSE hospital from January to September 2020, by month in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27936/20]

01/10/2020WRS05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service-related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS05200Hospital Staff

01/10/2020WRS05300369. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies across the 
health service by position and hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27937/20]

01/10/2020WRS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRS05500Hospital Staff

01/10/2020WRS05600370. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of available beds in 
each acute hospital as of 25 September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27938/20]

01/10/2020WRS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Capacity Review 
2018 found that the net requirement in combination with health system reform is for an addi-
tional 2,590 acute hospital beds by 2031. The Review identified an immediate requirement for 
1,290 beds to address overcrowding and to ensure hospitals operated at 85% occupancy in line 
with other OECD countries. The National Development Plan provides for the full 2,590 beds 
by 2027.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to continuing investment in 
our health care services in line with the recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Re-
view and the commitments in Project Ireland 2040.

Sláintecare are working to frame an interagency multi-annual plan, to deliver on the recom-
mendations of the Health Service Capacity Review 2018. A delivery timeframe and associated 
milestones for the achievement of the resource requirements is being finalised. As a result of 
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the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been necessary to revisit the plans that were drafted in Febru-
ary 2020 to see what can and cannot be progressed in the Capacity-Access Programme for the 
remainder of 2020 and into 2021.

Regarding the Deputy’s specific question on the number of available beds in each acute 
hospital as of 25 September 2020, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly with 
the requested information.

01/10/2020WRT00200Disability Services Provision

01/10/2020WRT00300371. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the supports his Department 
has made available for persons with dementia or Alzheimer’s since the start of March 2020; and 
the supports planned for the coming months. [27945/20]

01/10/2020WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 and the resultant lockdown 
have generated specific challenges for people with dementia. Day care and respite services 
have been suspended, and usual routines have been disrupted, creating additional pressures for 
people with dementia and their family carers.

My Department and the HSE have ensured that there has been a continued focus on meet-
ing the needs of people living with dementia throughout the period of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Through the Dementia Understand Together Campaign, led by the HSE and working with the 
Alzheimer Society of Ireland (ASI), a range of initiatives and resources have been developed, 
to ensure that people living with dementia stay safe, well and connected, during this time of cri-
sis. The HSE is also signposting people with dementia to voluntary organisations for additional 
community supports.

The HSE has adapted its community services in order to provide a flexible response so that 
the needs of people with dementia continue to be met during the Covid-19 crisis. Primary care 
team support is operating nationwide, with referrals being made to community supports, includ-
ing the ASI’s dementia adviser service and the local authority community response forums. 
While home visits have been necessarily restricted, the HSE uses prioritisation and screening 
measures to identify clients needing home visits.

My Department and the HSE are undertaking work to determine the current level of ser-
vice delivery in the community and to set out plans, including associated required capacity, 
to resume services, including day services, in line with the Roadmap for Reopening Society 
and Business. This process will take on board the learning of the current period, including the 
possibility of delivering services in a new way, and the requirement to adhere to public health 
guidance. As part of this process, the National Dementia Office is developing a new model of 
care for dementia.

The HSE’s Memory Technology Resource Rooms (MTRRs) now have a central line, where 
people can speak to an occupational therapist for advice on Assistive Technology and aids to 
support people at home. The majority of MTRRs are now providing an adapted service through 
telephone and video assessment and consultation.

In addition, the ASI continues to support people throughout the Covid-19 crisis: its live 
chat, national helpline, home care, dementia adviser service, and online family carer training 
all remain up and running. Alzheimer Cafés have moved on-line and ‘virtual cafés’ are now tak-
ing place. The ASI has launched a new nurse line initiative with backing from the HSE and the 
Department of Health. The free call-back service offers people with dementia and family carers 
the opportunity to book a 1:1 session with a Dementia Nurse or a Dementia Adviser during the 
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Covid-19 public health emergency. This creates a space for people with dementia and / or their 
families to raise issues that may be arising for them during the cocooning phase of the Covid-19 
Emergency. This is hoped to assist people and may help plug the gap where Geriatrician ap-
pointments have had to be postponed due to Covid-19.

Guidance for re-opening day centres, including those for people with dementia, has been 
issued to CHOs. CHOs have been requested to undertake local risk assessments of centres to 
determine if infection, prevention and control measures can be put in place, to determine if so-
cial distancing can be maintained and in addition in order to determine approach to transporting 
clients to and from centres.

Advice issued from NPHET is that the over-70s, as medically vulnerable people, should 
continue to cocoon and not be in congregated settings. This cannot be facilitated in day centres 
unless the number of clients attending services are reduced. The HSE is committed to reopen-
ing day services but needs to determine Covid-19 testing strategy for these clients; mindful of 
increasing Covid-19 community transmission and resolve issues related to physical environ-
ments at day centres and ensure a safe transport strategy to facilitate people’s attendance at day 
centres.

01/10/2020WRT00500Disability Services Provision

01/10/2020WRT00600372. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding the full res-
toration and preparation for the winter of day services, respite services and residential services 
for persons with disabilities, including children and adults with either physical or intellectual 
disabilities, in view of the fact that these measures are missing from the HSE winter plan 2020-
21; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27952/20]

01/10/2020WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I was pleased 
to announce with Minister Donnelly this week that €10 million is being made available to sup-
port the resumption of day services and enhanced home support services for disability service 
users. As issues around the resumption of disability day services are COVID specific, funding 
was sought from the National Action Plan on COVID-19.

Of this €10 million, €7.5 million will increase disability day services by one day a week for 
over 14,000 adults. €2.5 million will provide 210 intensive support packages to enable children 
and young adults to remain at home and in their communities. 

The additional funding will further support the resumption of day services, which began to 
gradually resume throughout August and September. However, it should be noted that capac-
ity in day service locations will be reduced, in line with public health guidance. The HSE and 
service providers will keep this measure under review and as public health guidance evolves, 
capacity to provide supports will adapt accordingly. Both the HSE and service providers are 
committed to maximising the support that can be provided within these restrictions.  

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services is 
available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also issued 
monthly communications updates for service users and their families, and the latest update, a 
video message from the Head of Strategy and Planning HSE Disability Services, is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that contains the dates on which the 966 disability day service loca-
tions reopened around the country is available. This information can be accessed at www.hse.
ie/newdirections



Questions - Written Answers

172

With regard to respite services, the HSE’s A Safe Return to Health Services outlines a three 
phased approach to the return of health and social care services. In accordance with this plan, 
short-stay residential and emergency/residential respite re-opened from July to August with 
activity set to increase in the next two phases; September – November and December 2020 
to February 2021. The main assumption underpinning this schedule is the level of illness and 
health service pressure caused by COVID-19. If this increases in later surges, the timelines in 
this document will change.

Residential settings are people’s homes as well as places where health and social care are 
provided, and so services and supports for those in long term residential settings continue. 
Where some regular activities for people with disabilities in long term residential care, such as 
attending separate day services, are curtailed, alternative supports are provided in the residen-
tial setting.  

The Department of Health is very much aware of how difficult restrictions on visiting are for 
residents and their families, and it is hoped that re-introduction of restrictions can be minimised. 
As Dublin city and county has been placed on Level 3 of the Framework for Restrictive Mea-
sures, it is unfortunately the case that visits to long term residential care facilities are paused 
until Friday 9th of October, but service providers are asked to take account of exceptional cir-
cumstances and facilitate visits on critical or compassionate grounds where needed. All guid-
ance is available on the HSPC website and reviewed regularly.

01/10/2020WRT00800General Practitioner Services

01/10/2020WRT00900373. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the prac-
tice of general practitioners charging medical card holders for blood tests, routine and other-
wise, with some charges as high as €40; if the HSE will be requested to review the practice; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [27968/20]

01/10/2020WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Persons who are eligible for GP care 
without charge under the Health Act 1970 are not subject to any co-payments or other charges 
in respect of such services. There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who 
hold a medical card or GP visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided 
by their GP which are required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a 
condition and the HSE has advised GPs accordingly.  

I am aware that, nonetheless, some GPs are charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services 
in some circumstances. The GP chronic disease management programme which is being phased 
in from this year will involve the ongoing monitoring of patients’ condition and any blood tests 
required in this context will be covered by the fees payable for this care. 

However, it remains a matter of concern to me that a GMS and GP visit card patient might 
be charged for blood tests which are clinically necessary and I have asked my officials to dis-
cuss with the HSE what further solutions to this issue may be possible.  If a patient who holds a 
medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incorrectly charged for routine phle-
botomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report the matter to their HSE Local 
Health Office.

01/10/2020WRT01100General Practitioner Services

01/10/2020WRT01200374. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the cost of carrying out a blood 
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test including all associated costs per test. [27969/20]

01/10/2020WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the GMS scheme patients who 
hold a medical card or GP visit card are eligible to have blood tests taken by their GP without 
charge. Patients who attend a GP on a private basis may be charged a fee by the GP for a blood 
test, and the rate may vary between GPs.

Regarding the actual cost of carrying out blood tests, as there are a number of different types 
of blood tests it is not possible to answer this question without knowing the type of tests be-
ing referred to. Officials in my Department were unable to clarify the nature of the blood tests 
concerned with the Deputy; on receipt of this information I will be happy for my Department to 
provide a further answer to this question.

01/10/2020WRT01400General Practitioner Services

01/10/2020WRT01500375. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the process in which medi-
cal card holders charged for blood tests by their general practitioner can apply to the HSE for 
reimbursement; the length of time this process takes for persons; the number of applications 
received for reimbursement in 2017, 2018 and 2019; if he is satisfied with the current process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27970/20]

01/10/2020WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Persons who are eligible for GP care 
without charge under the Health Act 1970 are not subject to any co-payments or other charges 
in respect of such services. There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who 
hold a medical card or GP visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided 
by their GP which are required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a 
condition and the HSE has advised GPs accordingly.  

I am aware that, nonetheless, some GPs are charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services 
in some circumstances and I have asked my officials to discuss with the HSE what further solu-
tions to this issue may be possible.

If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incorrectly 
charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report the 
matter to their HSE Local Health Office. The local management, upon being notified of poten-
tial inappropriate charging of GMS patients, carry out an investigation into each complaint and 
will, where appropriate, arrange for a refund of charges incorrectly applied by the GP.

Regarding the number of reimbursement applications and the length of time that process 
takes, as these are service related matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to the Deputy directly on these matters, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRT01700Assisted Human Reproduction

01/10/2020WRT01800376. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if a plan will be put forward 
to regulate the intracytoplasmic sperm medical sector taking into account the high cost and the 
high differential charges that couples face when going through the procedure. [27971/20]

01/10/2020WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, currently there 
is no specific legislation in Ireland governing assisted human reproduction (AHR), although 
there is limited existing regulation relating to certain aspects of the AHR area.
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Accordingly, the Government approved the drafting of a bill on AHR and associated ar-
eas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction 
Bill.  This comprehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation encompasses the regulation, for 
the first time in this country, of a wide range of practices, including advanced AHR treatments 
like in-vitro fertilisation (IVF) and intra-cytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI).

The General Scheme also provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory au-
thority for AHR, and a number of the main envisaged functions of this body relate to the li-
censing of AHR treatment providers and ensuring their compliance with the provisions of the 
legislation.

The drafting of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill is ongoing by my officials, in con-
junction with the Office of the Attorney General.  It is not possible at this time to give definitive 
timelines for the completion of the draft Bill and its subsequent passage through the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.  However, the enactment of the Bill is included in the Programme for Govern-
ment.

Overall, the provisions outlined within the General Scheme will ensure that AHR practices 
and related areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with 
the necessary oversight.

The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and safety of parents 
and others involved in the process while, most importantly, consideration of the welfare and 
best interests of children born as a result of AHR is the key principle underpinning the General 
Scheme.

01/10/2020WRT02000Assisted Human Reproduction

01/10/2020WRT02100377. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if he will consider increasing 
the drugs payment scheme for intracytoplasmic sperm treatment. [27972/20]

01/10/2020WRT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT02300Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRT02400378. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of primary school 
children who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school students who have been tested positive in the same 
period. [27981/20]

01/10/2020WRT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT02600Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRT02700379. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of primary school 
teachers who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school teachers who have tested positive in the same period. 
[27983/20]
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01/10/2020WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT02900Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRT03000380. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of primary school 
children who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school students who have tested positive in the same period. 
[27985/20]

01/10/2020WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT03200Covid-19 Tests

01/10/2020WRT03300381. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of primary school 
teachers who have tested positive for Covid-19 since school resumption up to 25 September 
2020; and the number of secondary school teachers who have tested positive in the same period. 
[27987/20]

01/10/2020WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT03500Medical Cards

01/10/2020WRT03600382. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he will address the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27994/20]

01/10/2020WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT03800Maternity Services

01/10/2020WRT03900383. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure partners can 
attend appointments and births with women who are expecting babies to provide them with 
support at this very important time for couples; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27995/20]

01/10/2020WRT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I acknowledge that the current restric-
tions in maternity hospitals are presenting difficulties and this is hugely regrettable.  However, it 
is necessary to reduce footfall in order to protect women, babies, staff and our maternity service 
as a whole. 

Maternity hospitals have performed well during the pandemic and have continued to keep 
women, babies and staff safe.  The fact that there have been no Covid maternal deaths in this 
country, and that we have a had a low incidence in pregnant women, suggests that the current 
approach is working.

However, we must remain vigilant as services resume and higher numbers of people attend 
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hospitals. Maternity hospitals rely on very specialised personnel; should an outbreak of CO-
VID-19 occur in a maternity hospital, the ability to provide safe, quality care would be severely 
impacted.  It should be remembered that maternity hospitals care for fragile infants at the ex-
tremes of prematurity.

All maternity hospitals are challenged by the pandemic, but those challenges vary consider-
ably.  Decisions on any restrictions are therefore made, implemented and reviewed at hospital 
level.

Decisions to restrict visitors in our maternity hospitals have not been taken lightly.  Man-
agement and staff are acutely aware of the very important support provided by partners at the 
time of birth.  I have been assured that maternity hospitals wish to facilitate this support as far 
as possible.  In that context, I can assure the Deputy that any restrictions currently in place have 
been minimised as much as possible and will be subject to ongoing review.

I note that restrictions have eased somewhat in certain hospitals in recent weeks and I hope 
this will continue.  However, the recent rise in the numbers of people infected with the virus, 
including healthcare workers, is very worrying and may impact on the pace of the easing of 
restrictions.

The Deputy may wish to note that the National Women & Infants Health Programme has 
developed a guidance document on restrictions in maternity hospitals/units and this issued to all 
maternity services last week. The paper seeks to ensure a consistent national approach to visitor 
restrictions, as far as is practicable and having due regard to local circumstances.  Each mater-
nity service/network has been requested to review visiting arrangements on a weekly basis, in 
the context of the issues and factors identified in the paper.

01/10/2020WRT04100Medical Cards

01/10/2020WRT04200384. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the quantity of MSUD covered 
under the medical card for persons who have been diagnosed with maple syrup disorder (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28003/20]

01/10/2020WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRT04400Vaccination Programme

01/10/2020WRT04500385. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarity on the 
availability of adequate supplies of flu vaccine for the coming months. [28008/20]

01/10/2020WRT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has placed orders for 1.35 mil-
lion doses of the Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine for the forthcoming winter. This vaccine will 
be made available to all persons in an at-risk group from 6 months up, other than children aged 
from 2 to 12 years old inclusive. 

The HSE has also ordered 600,000 doses of the Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine, which 
is delivered via nasal drops rather than by injection and will be made available to all children 
aged from 2 to 12 years old inclusive.   Children outside this age group in an at-risk category 
will also be eligible for vaccination without charges. 

The HSE is confident that the number of doses procured is sufficient to meet demand in the 
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at-risk groups and this element of the vaccination programme has commenced.  The vaccination 
programme for children is expected to commence from mid-October. 

I understand that deliveries of the private supply of the intramuscular vaccine are expect-
ed to commence at the start of October. The Health Products Regulatory Authority Medicine 
Shortages Framework has not been notified of any shortages affecting the Irish market in rela-
tion to flu vaccines.

01/10/2020WRT04700Health Services Staff

01/10/2020WRT04800386. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by his De-
partment and the HSE using a recruitment firm (details supplied) to hire additional staff for the 
health service since the onset of the Covid-19 crisis in March 2020. [28015/20]

01/10/2020WRT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRT05000Health Services Staff

01/10/2020WRT05100387. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons the 
HSE currently employs in a HR function; and the number on 1 January 2019 and 1 January 
2020. [28016/20]

01/10/2020WRT05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRT05300Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2020WRT05400388. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will 
be arranged for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28032/20]

01/10/2020WRT05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
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tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRT05600Medical Aids and Appliances

01/10/2020WRT05700389. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason dexcom G6 glucose 
monitoring systems are only available for those of certain ages through the HSE; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28033/20]

01/10/2020WRT05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2020WRT05900Dental Services 

01/10/2020WRT06000390. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the dental clinic will 
resume at Roscommon University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28034/20]

01/10/2020WRT06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2020WRU00200Medical Aids and Appliances

01/10/2020WRU00300391. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the free use 
of FreeStyle Libre diabetes technology to those above 21 years of age who are on the long-term 
illness scheme. [28041/20]

01/10/2020WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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01/10/2020WRU00500Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2020WRU00600392. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he will activate all nec-
essary means of attention and support for a person (details supplied); if the case will be im-
mediately examined with a view to appropriate attention and treatment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28063/20]

01/10/2020WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

01/10/2020WRU00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

01/10/2020WRU00900393. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when applications for the 
fair deal scheme will be completed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28065/20]

01/10/2020WRU01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

01/10/2020WRU01100Fishing Communities

01/10/2020WRU01200394. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27822/20]

01/10/2020WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Fisheries Local Action Group Scheme is a community-led local development initiative for the 
socio-economic development of coastal communities and forms part of my Department’s Eu-
ropean Maritime and Fisheries Fund Programme 2014-20.  There are seven Fisheries Local 
Action Groups, each responsible for a specific coastal region, and each has published a Local 
Development Strategy for its region to guide its distribution of its respective share of the overall 
€12 million budget allocated within the EMFF Programme for the FLAG Scheme.

As a community-led local developmet initiative, each of the seven FLAGs is responsible 
for selecting projects for funding within its region and I have no function in those decisions.  In 
2020, each of the seven FLAGs assessed applications against standard criteria and selected 
projects that it considered best contributed to the achievement of the respective FLAG’s strat-
egy.  In addition to the standard assessment criteria, having regard to the impacts in 2020 of 
Covid-19 on both coastal communities and FLAG applicants, I understand that projects were 
prioritied by the FLAG’s against additional criteria, including in particular their capacity to 
complete the project in 2020.  Before letters of offer were issued to any applicant, they had to 
provide assurances that they could complete the project within the tight timescales proposed.  
Neverthless, I understand that it is normal practice for each FLAG to sympathetically consider 
any requests by applicants for an extension and the applicant concerned should discuss this with 
the local BIM FLAG officer.

01/10/2020WRU01400Covid-19 Pandemic
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01/10/2020WRU01500395. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
restrictions in place due to Covid-19 in respect of the importation of domestic animals and pets 
through Dublin Airport for onward travel to the UK. [27724/20]

01/10/2020WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): There 
are no Covid-19-related restrictions in place regarding the importation of domestic animals and 
pets through Dublin Airport.

01/10/2020WRU01700Forestry Sector

01/10/2020WRU01800396. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the governing authority over the protection of the forest estate here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27758/20]

01/10/2020WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
role of my Department is to oversee the development of forestry in a manner which is compat-
ible with the economic, social and environmental sustainability objectives of the Government 
as a whole. 

The Department is also designated as the National Plant Protection Organisation and is re-
sponsible for the implementation of the relevant Official Controls Regulation and the Plant 
Health Regulations. This works involve import controls, export certification and surveys of the 
national forest estate for a range of protected zone and other harmful organisms. 

The Forestry Inspectorate implements the forestry aspects of my Department’s plant health 
policy, strategic and legislative responsibilities in close partnership with other Divisions of my 
Department including Horticulture and Plant Health Division and the Plant Health Laboratory. 

This work includes

- The formulation and implementation of policy and legislation and the development of 
related trade and operational requirements to deliver legislative compliance

- horizon  scanning and risk assessment for the emergence of potential new threats to our 
forests  

- an  extensive programme of annual national forest health surveys for a range of harmful 
organisms. 

- import controls for a range of controlled wood and wood products including Wood Pack-
aging Material to prevent the potential import of a harmful organism. 

My Department is also responsible for the national programme for the production of ISPM 
15 compliant WPM to facilitate Irish exports.

01/10/2020WRU02000Timber Supply

01/10/2020WRU02100397. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if consideration will be given to a ban on the importation of logs and timber from countries that 
have an infestation of the bark beetle in view of the fact that not to do so will jeopardise the 
timber here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27759/20]

01/10/2020WRU02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): For-



1 October 2020

181

est pests and disease can be readily transported from one country to another and we need to 
be vigilant in respect of all these harmful organisms. These organisms may be associated with 
a variety of internationally traded plants, plant products including wood and wood packaging 
material such as crates and pallets which can be associated with goods of any kind. 

In order to address this potential threat of introduction of a harmful organism in this manner 
and to protect the health of Ireland’s forest resource, there is comprehensive legislation in place 
which describes particular import requirements for a range of commodities from origins where 
the presence of harmful forest pests and disease is known to occur. 

Specifically, the Plant Health Regulation EU 2016/2031 and Official Controls Regulation 
EU 2017/625 which came into effect from the 14th December 2019 describe import controls 
for a range of wood and wood products from Third Countries and from within the EU in order 
to prevent the entry & spread of non-indigenous quarantine harmful organisms. 

Under the legislation, Ireland has “Protected Zone” status within the EU for a range of for-
estry harmful organisms.  This status recognises in legal terms the freedom from their presence 
in Ireland, despite having conditions which are suitable for their establishment should they be 
introduced.

This legislation allows Ireland to implement more stringent import requirements on certain 
commodities than would be the case were these commodities moved between other EU Mem-
ber States.  In the case of the importation of coniferous logs from continental Europe, Ireland 
has additional phytosanitary import requirements and controls as described which permit the 
movement of this commodity into Protected Zones. If the logs satisfy the import requirements 
they can  move, which is in line with the operation of the EU Single Market.

01/10/2020WRU02300Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

01/10/2020WRU02400398. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received an ANC payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27836/20]

01/10/2020WRU02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for the 2020 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme was made by the person 
named on 9 March 2020.  Subsequent to the submission of the application for the scheme, it 
was necessary to process a change in the status of the herd number under which the application 
for the scheme was submitted.  

My Department is currently processing this change and is awaiting receipt of required docu-
mentation which has been requested from the person named.  Once this process is complete, 
and all outstanding documentation has been received, payment under the ANC scheme will is-
sue once all other relevant requirements of the scheme have been met.

01/10/2020WRU02600Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

01/10/2020WRU02700399. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of Departmental spending on the tuberculosis eradication initiatives in each of the 
years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020; the number of Departmental inspectors and staff as-
signed to tuberculosis testing and detection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27941/20]
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01/10/2020WRU02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A full 
breakdown of the costs of the TB programme for 2017 to 2019 is presented in the table. The 
most up to date estimates of expected 2020 expenditure on the TB Programme are also pre-
sented.

The overall cost of the TB Programme has increased from €86.4 million in 2017 to an 
estimated €97.3 million in 2020 (+€10.9 million or 13%). In that time, the primary drivers of 
increased costs have been:

- Compensation +€6.2 million

- DAFM staff costs and admin +€1.6 million

- DAFM paid TB testing +€1.5 million

Compensation increases largely relate to higher incidence of disease. DAFM staff cost in-
creases primarily reflect an additional 16 posts sanctioned in 2020 to assist the TB Eradication 
Programme at an estimated cost of €1 million per annum. Farmers pay their Private Veterinary 
Practitioner for the annual round test and DAFM pay for all other consequential testing which 
occurs. The number of consequential tests has increased since 2017 reflecting higher disease 
incidence. This cost has been met by DAFM.

The TB Programme is financed by farmers, the Exchequer and the EU. Farmer contributions 
to the Programme since 2017 have been broadly stable reflecting the mechanism through which 
they contribute to the Programme. Farmer contributions relate to the assumed annual cost to the 
farmer of TB testing and receipts from bovine disease levies. The contribution from the EU has 
fallen sharply by €4.4 million between 2017 and 2020 reflecting reduced funding ceilings and 
penalties related to deteriorating disease incidence. Based on Programme metrics to date for 
2020, my Department is expecting a further 20% funding penalty (€1.1 million) to be imposed 
in respect of 2020. This will be subject to decision by the Commission in mid-2021. 

The significant increase in Programme costs allied with reductions in EU funding has seen 
Exchequer funding of the TB Programme rise from €41.7 million in 2017 to a forecast €57 mil-
lion in 2020 (+€15.3 million or 37%). This level of increase in investment is not sustainable.

I have convened a TB Stakeholder Forum for 1 October which I will attend. Attaining TB-
free status remains critical from a farm family profitability and sustainability perspective and 
from a trade perspective at national and at international level. I am acutely conscious that every 
TB restriction represents a significant challenge to the farm family concerned.  I want to work 
with all stakeholders in ensuring fewer herdowners experience the challenges associated with a 
TB restriction and that we work purposefully towards eradication of this disease, thus eliminat-
ing this on-going cost on farmers and the State.

TB Programme Expenditure and Financing

Expenditure 2017 2018 2019 2020
     
Staff   & Admin 
Costs

    

DAFM Staff Costs 
& Admin

€26,924 €27,029 €27,502 €28,500

Supplies €4,839 €4,376 €4,426 €5,278
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Expenditure 2017 2018 2019 2020
Wildlife   Pro-
gramme

    

Wildlife Pro-
gramme

€3,465 €3,635 €4,040 €4,568

     
PVP   Testing     
Farmer Paid PVP 
Testing

€27,908 €27,746 €27,400 €27,400

DAFM Paid PVP 
Testing

€7,028 €7,313 €8,541 €8,498

 €34,936 €35,059 €35,941 €35,898
Compensation   
Scheme

    

On Farm Market 
Valuation

€10,500 €14,255 €14,047 €16,388

Compensation - 
Other

€3,545 €3,832 €3,674 €3,706

Valuer Fees €539 €548 €602 €740
Arbitration €15 €11 €10 €10
 €14,599 €18,646 €18,333 €20,845
Research     
bTB Research €1,666 €1,618 €1,136 €2,225
     
Total   €86,429 €90,363 €91,378 €97,314
     
Financing     
     
Farmers €34,845 €35,101 €34,768 €34,882
EU €9,851 €8,773 €7,425 €5,420
Exchequer €41,733 €46,489 €49,185 €57,012
     
Total €86,429 €90,363 €91,378 €97,314

Methodology notes:

- DAFM has assumed that farmers privately pay the same rate as the Department to Private 
Veterinary Practitioners for PVP testing. This helps derive the farmer paid testing estimate of 
€27.4 million which is assumed to be unchanged in 2020 from 2019

- In calculating DAFM staff costs, DAFM surveyed internal staff across policy, laboratories, 
Regional Veterinary Offices etc. in 2018 to determine the proportion of time allocated to the TB 
Programme. It is estimated that 620 staff within DAFM spend at least part of their time  imple-
menting the TB Programme. 2020 calculations include the sanctioning of an additional 16 staff 
to assist the TB Programme

- While the EU has sanctioned a €5.42 million contribution for Ireland’s 2020 TB Pro-
gramme, DAFM is anticipating this will be reduced by 20% (€1.1 million) reflecting deteriorat-
ing disease statistics. This would directly result in the Exchequer contribution exceeding €58 
million in 2020 based on current estimates.
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01/10/2020WRU02900Agriculture Scheme Appeals

01/10/2020WRU03000400. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmers (details supplied) can appeal a decision on land eligibility to the independent agricul-
ture appeals office; if they will be paid their BPS, greening, ANC and GLAS grants based on 
the findings of his Department while the appeal is ongoing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27978/20]

01/10/2020WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Fol-
lowing processing of the applications for 2019 and 2020 on behalf of the persons named, a 
number of overclaims were identified.  These overclaims were notified and accepted by the 
applicants’ agricultural agent.

The largest parcel was then appealed and a Rapid Field Visit was arranged. This resulted in 
the eligible area being increased by 0.72 hectares.  The result of the Rapid Field Visit has also 
been appealed and the case has been sent for further review.

The ANC payment has issued to the persons named and any other area-based payments will 
issue using the current determined eligible area.  This determined eligible area will be reviewed 
following the outcome of the appeal, and any amendments to payment levels will be addressed 
at that stage.

01/10/2020WRU03200Na hOileáin amach ón gCósta

01/10/2020WRU03300401. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara an bhfuil 
i gceist aige ardú a chu ar an íocaiocht ANC do na hoileáin amach ón gcosta i mbliana de bharr 
an costas mór breise a thit ar fheilmeoirí na n-oileán i mbliana a raibh orthu beathú beithíoch a 
thabhairt isteach de bharr an triomach a bhí ar na hoileáin agus an fhadhb a bhí ag feilmeoirí ar 
na hoileáin beithigh a dhíol amach ó na hoileáin de bharr srianta Covid-19; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [27997/20]

01/10/2020WRU03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Tháinig 
Scéim na Limistéar faoi Shrianta Nádúrtha (ANC) in áit Scéim na Limistéar faoi Mhíbhuntáiste 
in 2015.  Nuair a tugadh isteach Scéim na Limistéar faoi Shrianta Nádúrtha ainmníodh tailte ar 
oileáin amach ón gcósta ina Limistéir faoi Shrianta Sonracha i gcomhréir le forálacha Airteagal 
32 de Rialachán AE 1305/2013.  Tugadh isteach tacaíocht spriocdhírithe nua ag rátaí íocaíochta 
níos airde ar thalamh ar oileáin amach ón gcósta de bhrí an ainmnithe sin.

Is mar a leanas na rátaí atá iníoctha le tailte suite ar oileáin amach ón gcósta:

Ainmniú an Limistéir Rátaí atá Iníoctha Limistéar atá Iníoctha
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Sonracha 
(Feirmeoireacht Oileáin)

€250.00 Suas go dtí an chéad 20 heicteár 
agus an chéad 20 heicteár san 
áireamh i Limistéir faoi Shrianta 
Sonracha nó cuid de

€170.00 Níos mó ná 20 heicteár nó níos 
lú ná nó cothrom le 34 heicteár i 
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Sonracha

€70.00 Níos mó ná 34 heicteár nó níos 
lú ná nó   cothrom le 40 heicteár i 
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Sonracha

Tugadh isteach na híocaíochtaí seo mar aitheantas do na dúshláin a bhíonn ar fheirmeoirí atá 
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ag déanamh a gcuid feirmeoireachta ar thalamh oileáin aghaidh a thabhairt orthu gach aon lá 
mar chuid dá gnáthghnó feirmeoireachta.  Tugtar na saincheisteanna sin le fios sna híocaíochtaí 
reatha d’oileáin amach ón gcósta, agus is €250 an heicteár an ráta is airde, ardú suntasach i 
gcomparáid leis an ráta €148 an heicteár atá iníoctha i gCatagóir 1 ar thalamh atá suite ar an 
mór-thír.

Ardaíodh an buiséad iomlán don Scéim ANC i mBuiséad 2018 agus i mBuiséad 2019 faoi 
€48 milliún ar fad, agus is ionann an t-iomlán reatha agus €250 milliún. Níl sé beartaithe faoi 
láthair na rátaí íocaíochta a leasú ar fud na gcatagóirí éagsúla talún laistigh den scéim.

Cuireadh tús le híocaíochtaí faoi Scéim ANC 2020 i lár mhí Mheán Fómhair, mar a bhí 
beartaithe.  Táim sásta a dheimhniú gur ardú suntasach a bhí sna híocaíochtaí a bronnadh ar 
86,000 feirmeoir sa chéad tráinse i gcomórtas le híocaíochtaí a bronnadh ar 79,000 feirmeoir sa 
chéad tráinse in 2019.  Tá sraitheanna rialta íocaíochtaí i bhfeidhm chun íocaíochtaí a chur ar 
fáil i gcásanna de réir mar a cheadaítear iad d’íocaíochtaí, agus €187.2 milliún a bhí íoctha le 
hos cionn 87,000 feirmeoir amhail an 25 Meán Fómhair.

English Version

The Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme replaced the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme 
in 2015.  With the introduction of the ANC scheme, the lands situated on offshore islands were 
designated as Areas of Specific Constraints in accordance with the provisions of Article 32 of 
EU Regulation 1305/2013.  This designation thus introduced a new targeted support at higher 
payment rates for off shore island land.

 The rates payable to lands situated in offshore islands are as follows:

Area Designation Payment Rates Payable Area
Areas of Specific Constraints 
(Island Farming)

€250.00 Up to and including the first 20 hect-
ares of Areas of   Specific Constraints 
or part thereof

€170.00 Greater than 20 hectares or less 
than or equal to 34    hectares of 
Areas of Specific Constraints

€ 70.00 Greater than 34 hectares or less 
than or equal to 40    hectares of 
Areas of Specific Constraints

The introduction of these payments to farmers who are farming island land was in recog-
nition of the challenges that those farmers cope with on a daily basis as part of their normal 
farming business.  The current payment rates for off shore island reflect these issues, and the 
maximum rate of €250 per hectare is thus significantly higher than the maximum rate of €148 
per hectare payable on Category 1 land situated on the mainland.

 The total budget for the ANC Scheme was increased in Budget 2018 and 2019 by a total of 
€48 million, bringing it to its current total of €250 million. It is not currently proposed to amend 
the payment rates across the various categories of land within the scheme.

 Payments under the 2020 ANC Scheme commenced on schedule in mid September.  I am 
happy to confirm that the first tranche of payments issued to 86,000 farmers which was a sig-
nificant increase on the 79,000 farmers paid in the first tranche in 2019.  Regular pay runs are in 
place to pay cases as they become clear for payments, and as of 25 September a total of €187.2 
million has issued to over 87,000 farmers.
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01/10/2020WRU03800Fisheries Protection

01/10/2020WRU03900402. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of non-registered Irish boats that were inspected by the SFPA within the past four years; 
and the number that received penalty points under the points system regulation SI 318 of 2020. 
[28004/20]

01/10/2020WRU04000403. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of Irish-registered boats that were inspected by the SFPA; and the number that received 
penalty points under the points system regulation SI 318 of 2020. [28005/20]

01/10/2020WRU04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 402 and 403 together.

I should advise the Deputy that the monitoring and control of fishing vessels within Ire-
land’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone are law enforcement matters for the Irish control authorities.   
Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, all operational issues of this na-
ture are exclusively for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service.  I 
am expressly precluded from getting involved in operational matters such as those referred to 
by the Deputy.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s requests to the SFPA for attention and direct reply.

01/10/2020WRU04300Fisheries Protection

01/10/2020WRU04400404. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of SFPA officers; the number of administration staff; and the annual costs of the SFPA 
for the past four years, in tabular form. [28006/20]

01/10/2020WRU04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The In-
come and Expenditure figures for the SFPA for the years 2016 to 2019 are provided below. 

Please note that 2016 - 2018 figures are taken from SFPA Annual Reports.  As the 2019 an-
nual report is in the process of being published, these figures were taken from the 2019 Finan-
cial statement which was signed off by C&AG.

 2016 2017 2018 2019
INCOME     
State funding 10,016,000 10,731,000 10,302,000 13,005,000
Sales proceeds from disposal  of Fixed Assets remit-
ted to the  DAFM

0 0 0 -419,527

EU Project Income 75,000 1,806,626 1,151,870 1,254,144
Net deferred funding for   pensions 1,433,000 1,884,000 10,734,000 4,714,000
Pension contributions refundable   tothe Department 
of Agriculture, Foodand the Marine and the Depart-
ment ofPublic Expenditure and Reform

-336,000 -368,000 -409,000 -454,000

Fee income 4,846 9,249 4,849 6,953
Profit on disposal of fixed assets 32,790 61,055 50,471 181,678
Bank interest 357 23 0 0
Total: 11,225,993 14,123,953 21,834,190 18,288,248
     
EXPENDITURE     
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 2016 2017 2018 2019
Salaries and related expenses 6,792,552 7,319,008 7,384,930 8,507,442
Retirement benefit costs 1,756,000 1,962,000 10,760,000 4,885,000
Accommodation and establishment   expenses 328,772 412,137 387,364 392,959
Support services 576,687 637,462 886,561 882,117
General administration 1,461,210 2,109,654 2,464,867 3,295,164
Audit fee 21,000 19,000 19,000 26,200
Depreciation 848,498 751,628 1,074,122 1,015,402
Total: 11,784,719 13,210,889 22,976,844 19,004,284
Income and Expenditure Difference: -558,726 913,064 -1,142,654 -716,036
Transfer from Capital Account 490,723 -1,147,388 602,147 548,240
Salary overpayments 730,000 151,000 0 0
Operating Profit/Loss for year 661,997 -83,324 -540,507 -167,796

As regarding staffing allocations, this relates to operational matters of the SFPA.  This part 
of the  question has therefore been passed to the SFPA for a direct written response. The SFPA is 
being advised to respond directly to the Deputy within 10 days.

01/10/2020WRU04600Fishing Industry

01/10/2020WRU04700405. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of the CFP allocated to training fishermen; the breakdown of the amount allocated 
to the SFPA, Board Iascaigh Mhara and FLAG from this fund. [28007/20]

01/10/2020WRU04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
assuming that the Deputy is referring to my Department’s European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund Programme 2014-20, which is the financial mechanism for supporting implementation 
of the CFP.  The EMFF Programme is implemented through a suite of 18 support schemes ad-
dressing various aspects of the development needs for the fisheries, aquaculture and seafood 
processing sectors, and of coastal communities, and in addition some schemes directly support 
CFP obligations on Ireland.

In 2018, a Seafood Training Scheme was launched under the EMFF Programme with the 
objective of developing skills and knowledge across the fisheries, aquaculture and seafood 
processing sectors under five core themes, namely: skills, sustainability, innovation, competi-
tiveness and health and safety at sea and on land.  The Scheme has an allocation of €1.5 million 
over the course of the Programme, which is expected to end in 2021, with a new Programme 
under development to ensure continuity of supports to the sector.  This allocation represents 
2.6% of the overall funds of €57.3 million allocated specifically within the Programme for the 
development of the fishing sector or 0.6% of the total Programme budget.  

The Seafood Training Scheme is open to SMEs in the fisheries, aquaculture and seafood 
processing sectors, organisations representing those sectors such as cooperatives and producer 
organisations, fishing vessel owners and crew, persons active in the aquaculture sector, persons 
wishing to enter the seafood sector and also Bord Iascaigh Mhara.  No other public bodies are 
eligible to apply.  

The Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGs) are an implementation mechanism under the 
EMFF Programme for community-led local development of coastal communities and FLAGs 
can not apply in their own right for funding under the Seafood Training Scheme.  The Sea-
food Training Scheme is implemented by Bord Iascaigh Mhara.
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Bord Iascaigh Mhara is eligible to apply in its own right to my Department for funding 
under the Seafood Training Scheme for the costs of developing training courses for the sector.  
BIM has no specific allocation within the Scheme for this purpose, but in 2020 was approved 
by my Department for grants of €91,400.

In relation to the Fisheries Local Action Groups, each of the seven FLAGs has published its 
own Local Development Strategy.  Each of those Strategies includes a financial plan detailing 
the planned distribution of that particular FLAG’s budget.  The amounts that each FLAG plan 
to award through grants related to training varies for each FLAG.

A separate Technical Assistance Scheme operates under the EMFF Programme to fund the 
costs of my Department, BIM and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority in implementing the 
EMFF Programme.  This includes, among many other elements, the costs of training personnel 
within those agencies to implement the EMFF Programme and the wider CFP.

01/10/2020WRU04900Meat Processing Plants

01/10/2020WRU05000406. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to a company (details supplied) offering advice or represent-
ing persons or bodies from the meat processing industry or their subsidiaries in a capacity on 
transfer pricing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28020/20]

01/10/2020WRU05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Con-
sultancy engagements between the company referred to and other parties are a commercial mat-
ter for those parties and my attention has not been drawn to any such activity.

01/10/2020WRU05200Teagasc Activities

01/10/2020WRU05300407. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if Teagasc has verified and qualified the science involved in the Bord Bia approved grass-
fed standard; the tests Teagasc carried out on behalf of him to validate the standard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28021/20]

01/10/2020WRU05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
development of the grass-fed standard for Irish beef involved active consultation between key 
stakeholders including Bord Bia, producer organisations and industry. Accreditation was pro-
vided by the Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB).

I understand that calculation of the proportion of the grass in the diet was based on Teagasc 
modelling for both dairy and beef systems and that was Teagasc’s sole involvement in the stan-
dard.  The systems of beef production researched by Teagasc over many years have very high 
utilisation of grass and grass silage, and this has positioned Irish beef to put forward its grass-
fed credentials.

01/10/2020WRU05500Bord Bia

01/10/2020WRU05600408. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the correspondence or consultation that has taken place between An Bord Bia and the retailers, 
a group (details supplied) and the farm organisations regarding the PGI application; if copies of 
same can be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28022/20]
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01/10/2020WRU05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Bord 
Bia operates independently of my Department under its own statutory functions. Any details 
of  correspondence or consultations between Bord Bia and individual groups regarding the PGI 
application are an operational matter for that State Body.  The Deputy is invited to contact Bord 
Bia directly at info@BordBia.ie for any further details on this matter. I can advise however of 
the following discussions organised by my Department on the development of the draft PGI ap-
plication with a range of stakeholders, including the organisation named by the Deputy:

- in early 2019, my Department organised a conference on Geographical Indications, with 
participation by the European Commission, Department officials, Bord Bia, and a range of 
stakeholders.  The possibility of an application for a PGI (Protected Geographical Indication) 
for Irish beef was discussed at this workshop.  

- The Irish Beef Sector Agreement negotiated in September 2019 includes a commitment 
that my Department and Bord Bia should actively engage with the EU Commission on the de-
velopment of a PGI for Irish beef; 

- A Beef TaskForce meeting in June 2020 included a discussion on the draft PGI application; 

- In advance of a September 2020 Beef TaskForce meeting, bi-laterals to discuss the PGI 
application were held by my Department with Beef TaskForce members including the group 
named and Bord Bia, following which amendments to the PGI documents published on 14 Au-
gust were circulated;

- A Beef TaskForce meeting discussed the application on 23 September 2020. 

Further consultation will take place with the stakeholders, including at the next Beef Task 
Force meeting in October.

01/10/2020WRU05800Beef Industry

01/10/2020WRU05900409. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the retailers have been invited to participate in the beef market task force regarding the 
PGI application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28023/20]

01/10/2020WRU06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Third 
parties, including retailers, are invited to attend meetings of the Beef Taskforce on specific 
relevant issues as determined by the Taskforce chair in consultation with the Taskforce mem-
bers. To date, retailers have not been invitied to participate in a discussion on the draft PGI ap-
plication for ‘Irish Grass Fed Beef’, but this will be kept under review as the draft application 
is progressed.

01/10/2020WRV00200Immigrant Investor Programme

01/10/2020WRV00300410. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the doubts his Department reportedly expressed to the immigrant investor programme evalua-
tion committee over the strategic value of a development (details supplied) as reported in the 
media; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28024/20]

01/10/2020WRV00400411. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the person or body that authorised communications (details supplied) to the Department of 
Justice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28025/20]
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01/10/2020WRV00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 410 and 411 together.

In December 2019, in response to a request from the Department of Justice and Equality 
(DJE), my Department provided observations on an application under the Immigrant Invest-
ment Programme, as referenced by the Deputy.

My Department has a statutory responsibility to approve slaughter plants in accordance with 
the European Union (Food and Feed Hygiene) Regulations 2020.  My Department has not yet 
received a full application in relation to the project referenced by the Deputy. Until such an ap-
plication and plans are received, my Department is not in a position to fully assess the proposal.

With regard to any proposed additional processing facilities, I would urge those involved to 
engage with my Department’s veterinary officials at an early stage in order to understand and 
address the requirements for approval to be registered with the Department and to operate as a 
meat establishment under EU and Irish law.

01/10/2020WRV00700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

01/10/2020WRV00800412. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of ANC payments held up as a result of satellite inspections by county; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28027/20]

01/10/2020WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has arranged for advance ANC payments to be made in cases selected for satel-
lite inspection but not yet completed, and where no other errors exist on the case (for example, 
outstanding dual claim queries).

Advance payments  for the 2020 Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC) Scheme commenced 
on schedule in mid-September, with payments issuing to 86,000 farmers in the first tranche.  
This is a significant increase on the 79,000 payments issued in the first tranche in 2019.  As of 
25 September, €187.2m has issued to over 87,000 farmers.

A total of 5,652 ANC eligible applications have been selected for a remote sensing inspec-
tion in 2020.  Of these, a total of 4,465 have received an ANC advance payment.  Of the remain-
ing 1,187 cases, 971 have yet to meet their stocking density requirements which must be met 
in order for payment to issue and the balance have other errors which have yet to be resolved.

My Department is pressing ahead with  processing of clear cases on a daily basis to ensure 
that  ANC advance payments issue as quickly as possible.

01/10/2020WRV01000Agriculture Schemes

01/10/2020WRV01100413. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
farmers can be notified after satellite inspections are carried out; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28028/20]

01/10/2020WRV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): All 
applicants subject to a remote sensing/satellite inspection receive notification by letter of the 
outcome of the inspection. 

Where an applicant has no area over-declaration identified at individual scheme level, 
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they are notified of the inspection outcome by letter and can raise any queries on the outcome 
with my Department.

Where an applicant has an area over-declaration at individual scheme level they are notified 
of the initial inspection outcome and afforded the opportunity to submit comments on the find-
ings, which will be examined by my Department in advance of the finalisation of the inspection. 
The applicant can, however, choose to accept the findings of the inspection at this initial stage 
and will then receive a notification of the final outcome based on this.

In the event that an applicant is dissatisfied with this final outcome of the inspection, they 
can still request a review of the final decision and will be notified of the outcome of the review 
by letter.

01/10/2020WRV01300Agriculture Schemes

01/10/2020WRV01400414. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of satellite inspections carried out up to 1 September 2020; and the way in which they 
compare with other years since 2015, in tabular form. [28029/20]

01/10/2020WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
process associated with remote sensing/satellite inspections involves a number of stages in-
cluding the selection of cases for inspection as part of the annual risk analysis process, the ac-
quisition of imagery from the EU Commission at two stages during the year to provide a com-
plete picture of land eligibility usage and taking account of the growing period for arable crops 
and a comprehensive review of the range of satellite imagery to ensure compliance with scheme 
requirements. In additon, where it is not possible to make an accurate determination on the 
eligibility of a parcel or parcels of land by means of an assessment of the imagery, a field visit 
must be undertaken to verify the position on the ground.

Furthermore, the actual inspection process cannot commence until the application process 
(including the option for the submission of amendments and the preliminary checks process) 
has been completed.  It is only at this point that the final position on the lands being declared 
is known. 

Given the various stages in the process, there can be variation year to year but invariably 
a significant amount of progress is made on these cases during September each year.  Accord-
ingly, the following table details the position on the number of remote sensing inspections for 
which inspection results were received at 1st September and 30th September for each of the 
years 2015 to 2020.

Year Total No. of Remote 
Sensing Inspections

No. of Remote Sensing Inspec-
tions with inspection results 
received @ 1st  September

No. of Remote Sensing Inspections 
with inspection results received @ 
30th September

2015 6,811 0 2,355
2016 6,219 0 3,016
2017 6,508 1,612 3,817
2018 6,845 1,002 3,722
2019 6,845 436 3,808
2020 6,483 685 3,536

01/10/2020WRV01600Agriculture Scheme Appeals
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01/10/2020WRV01700415. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding an appeal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28031/20]

01/10/2020WRV01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named submitted 2020 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) application on 14 May 2020.  An 
appeal was submitted by him in relation to the deduction of land on a commonage parcels and 
this is currently being reviewed.  A member of staff has contacted the person named and, fol-
lowing this discussion, it has been agreed that the Areas of Natural Constraint payment can is-
sue on the currently determined area.  Following the completion of the review, any amendment 
required to the payment level can be processed at that stage.

01/10/2020WRV01900Agriculture Schemes

01/10/2020WRV02000416. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) is entitled to an allocation from the national reserve and young farmers 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28035/20]

01/10/2020WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named submitted an application to my Department under the ‘new entrant to farm-
ing’ category of the 2020 National Reserve.  My Department is corresponding with the person 
named with regard to the necessary documentation required in support of his application.  Once 
the required supporting documentation has been submitted to my Department, the application 
can be finalised.

The Young Farmers Scheme is a separate scheme for farmers under 40 years of age which 
provides a payment for a maximum of 5 years on activated payment entitlements.  The person 
named did not submit an application to my Department under the Young Farmers Scheme.

01/10/2020WRV02200Legislative Process

01/10/2020WRV02300417. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide an index of the submissions made to his Department with respect to the Forestry 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28074/20]

01/10/2020WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department received almost 9,000 submissions during the recent public consultation on the Bill 
to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act, which is now the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill, 2020.

I am grateful to those who took the time to engage this Bill, which is hugely important in 
terms of increasing the efficiency of the forestry appeals system. All submissions were consid-
ered and we have published a report summarising the outcome of the process on my Depart-
ment’s website. The final Bill was updated with amendments which emanated from the consul-
tation process.

A list of the submissions received has been published on the following link on my Depart-
ment’s website:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/publicconsultation/

Individual submissions (the majority of which need to be redacted of personal information 
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due to GDPR requirements) are also being uploaded to the website, but this will take time.  In 
the meantime, anyone interested in seeing a particular submission may request it  by quoting the 
reference number from the index and emailing ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie.


