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  Questions Nos. 1-15 answered orally.  

Vacant Properties

17/09/2020WRA0030016. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if specific measures will be introduced to assist in the upgrading of vacant 
premises to provide living accommodation in smaller towns and villages in rural communities 
in view of the fact such investment could contribute substantially to the regeneration of these 
communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24334/20]

17/09/2020WRA00400Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for Government contains a number of commitments to develop 
a Town Centre First policy, including a commitment for an expanded Town and Village Re-
newal Scheme to bring vacant and derelict buildings back into use and promote residential 
occupancy. 

In October 2018, my Department launched a Town Centre Living Initiative to explore in a 
holistic way how to encourage increased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  The 
pilot focused on 6 towns with different characteristics in different parts of the country. 

An independent report on the pilot Town Centre Living Initiative was published on 22nd 
June 2020.  The report outlines the approach taken by each town under the pilot and sets out the 
key issues identified to encourage increased town centre living and the repurposing of vacant 
properties for residential purposes.  

It highlights the importance of Local Authorities consulting with local communities and 
property owners on town centre development proposals, and the value of developing a shared 
vision or master plan for the town. 

The report, which is available on the Gov.ie website, highlights the multiplicity of factors 
that need to be addressed which cut across a number of Government Departments and agencies.  

An interdepartmental Steering Group is now being established to examine the suggestions 
in the report in further detail with a view to bringing forward a set of proposals to Government 
for consideration.

Remote Working

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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17/09/2020WRA0050017. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the steps being taken by her Department to provide additional funding to both 
enhance existing hubs in view of the fact that remote working is now becoming the new normal 
for persons both in the public and private sectors, and that this is likely to be the norm for some 
time; if funding for additional hubs across rural Ireland will be provided; if this will be a vital 
step; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24435/20]

17/09/2020WRA00600Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Government is committed to supporting remote working, not least in the 
context of retaining skilled young people in rural communities. 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the value of remote working in maintaining 
economic activity and in the provision of many public services has been clearly demonstrat-
ed.  The increased shift to remote work in the last six months has given us the opportunity to 
reimagine the possibilities for a greater regional distribution of jobs and to support a better qual-
ity of life for many people who previously spent many hours in long commutes. 

Remote working has the potential to transform rural Ireland, allowing people to build ca-
reers in good quality jobs while continuing to live in their home place.  It also provides an op-
portunity for those that moved away from home for work reasons to return to their roots to raise 
their families. 

Since 2019, my Department has been working with the Western Development Commission 
to build an integrated network of remote working hubs along the Atlantic Economic Corridor, 
from Kerry to Donegal.  The WDC has identified and mapped more than 120 remote working 
hubs which serve that region.  The approach to building this network and shared backoffice 
services will serve as a model which can be replicated in other parts of the country. 

My Department has allocated €1 million to this project, including the provision of €280,000 
to assist the hubs in adapting to the challenges of COVID-19.

In addition, my Department has been working to connect approximately 300 Broadband 
Connection Points in remote and rural areas across the country. These BCPs will be among the 
first premises connected under the National Broadband Plan and many of them have the poten-
tial to provide remote working facilities.

My Department has also funded a number of hubs under the Rural Regeneration and Devel-
opment Fund and the Town and Village Renewal Scheme in the last two years and will continue 
to explore the options for investment which will support remote working. 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme

17/09/2020WRA0070018. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the projects in receipt of funding through the town and village renewal 
scheme 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24396/20]

17/09/2020WRA00800Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): This year’s Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been tailored to focus on 
interventions that can assist our rural towns and villages to respond to the challenges presented 
by COVID-19.  

The scheme includes an Accelerated Measure which will enable towns and villages to in-
troduce initiatives immediately to support increased footfall and enable people to shop and 
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socialise safely in accordance with public health guidelines. 

The scheme also includes a second Measure which places a focus on the recovery of towns 
and villages from the impact of COVID-19 in the medium-term.

Funding of €10 million has been provided for the Accelerated Measure which will be al-
located under three funding rounds.

I have already announced the successful projects under Rounds 1 and 2, with a total of €6.1 
million being approved for 226 projects across the country.

Applications under Round 3 of the Accelerated Measure are currently being assessed by my 
officials and further funding announcements will be made when that process is complete.

Details of all projects that were approved under Rounds 1 and 2 of the Accelerated Measure 
can be found on my Department’s pages on the Gov.ie website.

The closing date for applications under the COVID-19 medium-term response measure un-
der the Town and Village Renewal Scheme is 30th September and it is envisaged that successful 
projects under that strand of the scheme will be announced later in the year. 

17/09/2020WRA00850National Broadband Plan

17/09/2020WRA0090019. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands her plans to improve connectivity and infrastructure for rural areas in County 
Cork, particularly those that recently moved into the city boundary under the boundary chang-
es. [24332/20]

17/09/2020WRA01000Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The provision of telecommunications services is a matter for commercial provid-
ers operating in a liberalised market.  Nonetheless, under the National Broadband Plan (NBP), 
the Government will fund the provision of a high-speed broadband network in areas where it is 
not commercially viable for service providers to do so.  

The NBP network, which comes under the remit of Minister Eamon Ryan’s Department, 
will be rolled out to almost 540,000 premises across the country.  

In parallel, my Department has been working closely with Local Authorities to identify 
Broadband Connection Points which will make free on-site connectivity available to commu-
nities in remote rural areas, including in County Cork.  The BCPs will be situated in publicly 
accessible buildings such as sports clubs and community centres and will be amongst the first 
premises to be connected under the National Broadband Plan.  

Over the coming months, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points will be pro-
vided with a high speed connection.  The locations of the BCPs are available on the website of 
National Broadband Ireland, at www.nbi.ie.  

Many of the BCPs will facilitate remote working which I believe has the potential to trans-
form rural Ireland, allowing people to build careers in good quality jobs while continuing to 
live in their home place.  

National Broadband Plan
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17/09/2020WRA0110020. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the status of the roll out of broadband connection points in counties Longford and 
Westmeath. [16074/20]

17/09/2020WRA0120034. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands when the 300 high-speed Internet hubs announced under the National Broad-
band Plan on 19 November 2019 will be delivered; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24192/20]

17/09/2020WRA0130036. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Community and Rural 
Development and the Islands the status of the roll out of broadband connection points in coun-
ties Carlow and Kilkenny. [16079/20]

17/09/2020WRA0140039. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands The status of the roll out of broadband connection points in County Clare. 
[16083/20]

17/09/2020WRA01500Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 20, 34, 36 and 39 together.

The Broadband Connection Points, or BCPs, are a collaborative initiative involving my 
Department, the Department of Communications, the Local Authorities, National Broadband 
Ireland, Vodafone Ireland and hundreds of volunteers and site owners across the State. 

BCPs will make free on-site connectivity available to communities in remote rural areas that 
currently do not have access to reliable high-speed broadband services.  They will be situated 
in publicly accessible buildings such as sports clubs and community centres and will be among 
the first premises to be connected under the National Broadband Plan.  

Approximately 300 BCPs will be connected across the State, including on many of our off-
shore islands. These sites have been identified by Local Authority Broadband Officers and have 
proceeded with the permission of the site owners and the committees and volunteers that run 
them.

The location of the BCPs are available on the website of National Broadband Ireland, www.
nbi.ie, although it should be noted that sites can be subject to change due to circumstances such 
as the provision of a commercial high speed broadband connection to an area.  

To date National Broadband Ireland (NBI), the company contracted to deliver the National 
Broadband Plan, has provided initial wireless high-speed broadband connections to 130 sites. 

Vodafone Ireland, which was awarded the contract to provide and manage end-user services 
at these sites, has commenced the installation of its equipment at BCP sites and the first cohort 
of sites will become fully operational in the coming weeks. 

By the end of 2020, approximately 200 BCP sites will be live, with the remaining 100 sites 
operational in early 2021. 

Rural Development Plan

17/09/2020WRA0160021. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the status of the new rural development policy; when it will be published; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24324/20]
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17/09/2020WRA01700Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department is currently finalising a new rural development policy for the 
period 2020-2025.  The new policy will be forward-looking and will build on the progress 
achieved through the Action Plan for Rural Development 2017-2019.  

The new policy will seek to strengthen and build resilience in our rural communities and 
economies, particularly in response to COVID-19, and it will identify policy measures that 
need to be put in place to achieve that objective.  

The process of developing the policy has included a wide range of consultation events 
with key stakeholders, including Government Departments, State agencies, rural organisations, 
young people and the wider public.  The insights and views captured through this extensive 
consultation process have helped to identify the issues that matter to people living and working 
in rural Ireland.

Over the past number of months, my Department has held a series of further consultations 
with key stakeholders to explore the short and longer-term implications of COVID-19 for rural 
communities and rural economies and to identify actions required to assist rural areas to recover 
from the impact of the virus.

The inputs from all of these consultations are now being factored in to the drafting of the 
policy and I expect that the final policy will be published in the last quarter of the year.  

17/09/2020WRA01750Voluntary Sector

17/09/2020WRA0180022. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the steps being taken in relation to the commitment in the Programme for 
Partnership Government to ensure that organisations (details supplied) are properly resourced 
especially in view of the Covid-19 pandemic. [24318/20]

17/09/2020WRA01900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): Men’s and Women’s Sheds make an invaluable contribution to community life 
in Ireland. 

My Department is providing a range of supports in 2020 which Men’s and Women’s Sheds 
can avail of, depending on the works being completed.  This can include work relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In June, I launched the 2020 Community Enhancement Programme with funding of €2m.  
In August, the Department launched a separate €5m fund under the same Programme. These 
provide capital grants to community groups and details are available on Gov.ie.

Men’s and Women’s Shed Groups could also potentially be eligible for funding under the 
LEADER Programme. Relevant details are available on the National Rural Network website.

My Department also has responsibility for the Social Inclusion and Community Activa-
tion Programme.  This programme has provided support to a total of 2,120 local community 
groups to date in 2020.  This includes 121 Men’s Sheds and 10 Women’s Sheds. This support 
will continue to be available throughout the current iteration of SICAP which runs until 2022.   

The Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO) provides multiannual core fund-
ing to national organisations in the Community and Voluntary sector.  The Irish Men’s Sheds 
Association has been allocated €270,000 over the 36 month period of the scheme, which com-
menced in July 2019 and which will run to July 2022.



Questions - Written Answers

6

Town Centre Living Initiative

17/09/2020WRB0020023. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the status of Ireland’s town partnership as recommended by the Town 
Centre Living Initiative, Six Pilot Towns: Synthesis Report; if the partnership has been estab-
lished; if so, the membership and duties of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24394/20]

17/09/2020WRB00300Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Town Centre Living Initiative Synthesis Report is an independent report on 
the pilot Town Centre Living Initiative which was launched in October 2018.  

The aim of the initiative was to explore how to encourage increased residential occupancy 
in rural towns and villages and, at the same time, address the issue of vacant properties.

The report on the Initiative was published on 22nd June 2020 and contained a number of 
suggested actions for further consideration, including the establishment of a Town Partnership 
for Ireland which could act as a hub for all information and resources pertaining to Irish towns.  
The report authors suggested that the Partnership would be a not-for-profit entity funded by the 
Government.

An Inter-Departmental Steering Group is now being established to examine all of the sug-
gested actions in the Synthesis Report in detail, with a view to bringing forward a set of pro-
posals for consideration by Government.  The Steering Group will consider the proposal for a 
Town Partnership along with the other suggested actions in the report.  

Community Services Programme

17/09/2020WRB0040024. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the number of Pobal applications for community groups finalised and processed 
since February 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24196/20]

17/09/2020WRB00500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): I presume the Deputy is referring to my Department’s Community Services Pro-
gramme, or CSP, which supports over 400 community organisations to provide local services 
through a social enterprise model. Funding is provided as a contribution towards the cost of an 
agreed number of full-time equivalent positions (FTEs) and a manager, where warranted. Cur-
rently there are over 1,700 FTEs and over 320 manager positions funded under the CSP. Pobal 
manage the programme on behalf of my Department. 

Funding for new organisations under the CSP is considered in light of available budgets 
and since February 2020, nine new organisations have been approved contracts under the Pro-
gramme. This will support nine manager positions and 17.5 FTEs, resulting in an annual con-
tribution of over €653,000. Details are outlined in the table below.
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Name of Or-
ganisations

County Managers FTEs Total Annual 
Cost

Bluestack 
Special Needs 
Foundation 
Company   Lim-
ited By Guar-
antee

Donegal 1 2 €70,066

Kerry Diocesan 
Youth Service

Kerry 1 2 €70,066

Bailieborough 
Development 
Association 
Company   Lim-
ited By Guar-
antee

Cavan 1 3 €89,099

Bundoran Com-
munity Devel-
opment Com-
pany   Limited 
By Guarantee

Donegal 1 1 €51,033

Donegal Famine 
Heritage Centre 
(Dunfanaghy)   
Company Lim-
ited By Guar-
antee

Donegal 1 1 €51,033

Inchicore Com-
munity Drug 
Team Company 
Limited   By 
Guarantee

Dublin 1 2 €70,066

St. Ita’s Volun-
tary Housing 
& Day-Care   
Centre Com-
pany Limited by 
Guarantee

Limerick 1 2 €70,066

Offaly Integrat-
ed Local Devel-
opment CLG

Offaly 1 2.5 €79,583

Coiste Forbartha 
an Fhal Carraigh 
Cuideachta   
Faoi Theorainn 
Rathaiochta

Donegal 1 2 €70,066

17/09/2020WRB00550Voluntary Sector
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17/09/2020WRB0060025. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the supports in relation to capital funding for non-local authority community centres 
for health and safety and fire prevention works.  [24337/20]

17/09/2020WRB00700Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Capital funding for non-local authority community centres for health and safety 
and fire prevention works as outlined by the Deputy, could potentially be considered, subject to 
eligibility criteria being met, under the following schemes funded by my Department;

-  Under the LEADER (2014-2020) Programme. All funding decisions regarding projects 
are entirely a matter for the Local Action Groups (LAGs), which administer the programme in 
each LEADER sub-regional area. In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, 
it must be compatible with the actions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy 
for the relevant LEADER area, and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regula-
tions in place for the programme. Interested applicants should, in the first instance, contact the 
relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the funding and criteria that may 
be available. The list of Local Action Groups, their Implementing Partners and their contact 
details, is available on the National Rural Network website at the following link: www.nation-
alruralnetwork.ie/leader/local-action-groups/.

-  The 2020 Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) with funding of €2m, 
launched in June.  The CEP provides capital grants towards enhancing the facilities avail-
able to communities. The CEP is administered by Local Community Development Committees 
(LCDCs) in each Local Authority area.

-  The July stimulus package, of €5m, launched by my Department in August 2020, pro-
vides  funding under the Community Enhancement Programme for community centres and 
community buildings. 

-  The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural 
areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. Under the 2020 programme a 
“Schools/Community Safety Measure” is being funded. This may fund the provision of safety 
related infrastructure in the environs of a school or community space such as lighting, car park 
and footpath upgrades and digital speed safety signs. 

-  The CLÁR programme 2020, launched at the end of May and closed for applications 
under these measures at the end of August last. The applications received are now being as-
sessed and it is hoped to announce successful projects by November.

-  The 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been tailored to focus on interven-
tions that can support the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages, and 
assist them in responding to the challenges presented by COVID-19. Repurposing of existing 
buildings in town or village centres to facilitate remote working and/or other community use, 
and that deliver a benefit to the community as a whole, are included among the activities that 
are eligible for funding. The closing date for the Standard Town and Village Renewal Scheme is 
30th   September 2020 with communities being encouraged to submit their applications through 
their Local Authority by that date. 

Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas

17/09/2020WRB0080026. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the status of each of the recommendations of the CEDRA report; the num-
ber of recommendations implemented in full, in part and not at all, respectively; the anticipated 
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date by which each of the outstanding recommendations will be implemented in full; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [24398/20]

17/09/2020WRB00900Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) was 
established in November 2012 as an independent expert group to examine and report on the 
medium-term economic development of rural Ireland. The CEDRA report was published in 
April 2014. 

The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development which was published in January 
2017 built on, and went further than, the CEDRA report in seeking to address not just the eco-
nomic development of rural areas, but also to support the social and cultural development of 
rural communities. 

Many of the recommendations in the CEDRA report which had not yet been implemented 
were integrated into the Action Plan.

In 2019, my Department reviewed the status of all of the recommendations in the CEDRA 
report and found that the vast majority of recommendations had either been implemented where 
feasible, or were being addressed through the Action Plan for Rural Development or other Gov-
ernment initiatives. 

The review, detailing the status of each recommendation, is available on the Gov.ie website 
at https://assets.gov.ie/10912/1c50e8f6472d4b539d1dc429d8697662.pdf.

The priority recommendation made by CEDRA was the need for a co-ordinated approach 
to rural development across Government, led by a Cabinet Minister.  This recommendation has 
been implemented through the establishment of the Department of Rural and Community De-
velopment in 2017.  The Department continues to retain the status of a stand-alone Department 
under the current Government, emphasising the importance the Government attaches to rural 
development.  

Ministerial Priorities

17/09/2020WRB0100027. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to ensure maximum positive impact on the community, rural 
development and the islands aspect of her portfolio with particular reference to the maximisa-
tion of employment opportunities throughout the country; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [24328/20]

17/09/2020WRB0110028. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the mission statement in respect of her portfolio; the degree to which she 
expects to expand and enhance opportunities and quality of life for persons in their respective 
locations; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24329/20]

17/09/2020WRB01200250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the mission statement of her Department with particular reference to reju-
venation of rural towns and villages nationwide; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[24557/20]

17/09/2020WRB01250Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands(Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Mission Statement of my Department, as set out in its published Statement 
of Strategy is: “To promote rural and community development and to support vibrant, inclusive 
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and sustainable communities throughout Ireland.”

Behind that mission lie a number of key objectives:

-  creating conditions to support increased economic opportunities and local employment in 
all areas of the country

-  delivering schemes and programmes that support the revitalisation of towns and villages

-  improving access to services and social networks that ensure a high quality of life

-  enabling communities disadvantaged by location or social issues to reach their full poten-
tial

-  supporting communities to have a voice to shape their own future

My Department has begun the process of consulting on and developing a new Statement of 
Strategy. The Departments mission and objectives will be reviewed in the context of the new 
Programme for Government; many of the objectives listed above will remain as key Govern-
ment priorities, and the Strategy will set out the ways in which we aim to deliver positive out-
comes for rural Ireland and all communities.

I am also delighted to have been given responsibility for policy and programme delivery 
for our Islands, and this important policy area will also feature in the new Statement of Strategy.

In respect of delivering enhanced opportunities to communities throughout Ireland, I am 
satisfied that through its various funding supports and policies the work of my Department is 
having an important and positive impact across the country. 

The continued economic and social development of rural Ireland during these challenging 
times is supported by various targeted investments in rural Ireland. These include the €1 billion 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund whose objective is to strengthen rural economies 
and communities. Other funding supports provided by the Department include the town and 
village renewal programme, the Community Services Programme and the Social Inclusion and 
Community Activation Programme (SICAP) - all delivering for communities. 

These programmes are  investing in projects that will bring much needed employment op-
portunities and social benefits to towns and villages across Ireland and it is my intention that 
this objective will remain a key focus of programme delivery in my Department into the future.

In addition, my Department continues to work with colleagues across Government to drive 
positive rural and community development and to deliver policies and initiatives that consider 
the economic and social recovery needs of all communities, regardless of location.

These policies include the implementation of Ireland’s first National Policy on Social Enter-
prise, and Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: A five-year strategy to support 
the community and voluntary sector in Ireland. The Department is also in the process of finalis-
ing a new rural development policy to follow on from the Action Plan for Rural Development.

I am determined that the important work of my Department will continue to deliver avail-
able funding and supports that lead to positive visible impacts for all of our communities. My 
Departments supports are now needed by communities more than ever. 

LEADER Programmes
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17/09/2020WRB0140029. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if the role that LEADER companies can play in supporting small rural busi-
nesses to overcome the challenges posed by Covid-19 has been explored; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [24193/20]

17/09/2020WRB01500Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The LEADER programme is delivered through 29 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
across rural Ireland.  The programme includes a specific funding strand to support Rural Eco-
nomic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation.  

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the LAGs, in conjunction with Local Devel-
opment Companies who act as Implementing Partners in most areas, have approved over 200 
projects under the Rural Economic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation 
theme of LEADER.   

The value of these projects is in excess of €8.4 million and the type of monetary supports 
provided include direct capital for construction and purchase of equipment, analysis and devel-
opment type projects, and marketing and training projects. 

These projects will bring much needed assistance to small businesses at this time, as well as 
supporting job retention and new employment opportunities.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has also introduced a range of supports to 
businesses of all sizes to help them to cope with the impact of the COVID-19 virus on the 
economy.  I would encourage all businesses to consider availing of these supports.  Full details 
are available on the Gov.ie website.

Tidy Towns

17/09/2020WRB0160030. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands if the Tidy Towns Competition will be allowed proceed in 2021 under social distanc-
ing regulations.  [24445/20]

17/09/2020WRB01700Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The TidyTowns competition has a unique place in Ireland’s culture.  Since its in-
ception in 1958 when it had 52 entrants, the competition has grown year-on-year to see a record 
number of 924 entrants in 2019.  

Unfortunately, the 2020 SuperValu TidyTowns competition had to be cancelled this year 
on public health grounds, due to COVID-19. The work of the TidyTowns Committees is built 
on communities coming together and working together.  In the situation we found ourselves in 
this year, it would not have been possible for Committees around the country to deliver their 
projects in the usual way.

The situation in relation to the 2021 competition will depend on the public health consider-
ations and advice as we head into the first quarter of next year.

My Department will be monitoring the situation on an on-going basis and a decision on the 
competition, with any necessary precautions in place, will be made early in 2021.  The competi-
tion undoubtedly brings many benefits to communities right across the country, not just in terms 
of improving the attractiveness of our urban and rural areas, but also in terms of the team work 
and social interaction within the TidyTowns Committees.
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It is worth noting that €1.4 million was allocated to TidyTowns Committees towards the end 
of last year to support them in their work for the 2020 competition.  The Committees have been 
advised that this funding can now be carried forward to support their work in 2021. 

Telecommunications Infrastructure

17/09/2020WRB0180031. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if she has met with the Mobile Broadband Taskforce since her appointment as 
Minister.  [24446/20]

17/09/2020WRB01900Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was launched in July 2016 to be a 
driving force for improving access to telecommunications services throughout Ireland. 

Since its inception, the Taskforce has addressed more than 70 targeted actions to alleviate 
connectivity barriers and resolve issues that negatively impacted on the rollout of essential tele-
communications infrastructure in rural areas.

The completion of the Taskforce’s 2019 Work Programme marked the end of the Taskforce 
as originally constituted.  A Final Three-Year Review Report, detailing the progress made by 
the Taskforce since 2016, is due for publication in Q4 of this year. 

Attention has now turned towards the future orientation of the Taskforce in line with the 
Programme for Government commitment to continue to support the work of the group.

While I have not yet had an opportunity to meet the Taskforce members, officials from my 
Department and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment have 
had engagements with the members and with industry on the future direction of the group.  
Based on these engagements, the Departmental officials are actively discussing future options 
for the Taskforce, to ensure it remains effective in enhancing the quality of mobile phone and 
broadband services around Ireland. 

I envisage that a new direction for the Taskforce will be agreed in the near future which will 
build on the success and positive engagement of the group up to now across central govern-
ment, local government, statutory agencies and industry.

Island Communities

17/09/2020WRB0200032. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the stage the Interdepartmental Committee on Island Development is at; the next 
steps and the way in which she plans to progress the work; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [24322/20]

17/09/2020WRB02100Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to develop a new Pol-
icy for Island Development which will identify and address the main challenges and opportu-
nities for our island communities to support their social, economic and cultural development.  
There has already been a large amount of consultation with island communities in relation to 
the development of this policy under Minister Catherine Martin’s Department, and this consul-
tation will continue as the islands function transfers to the Department of Rural and Community 
Development.



17 September 2020

13

The process is overseen by an Inter-Departmental Committee which has met on a number 
of occasions. 

As the Deputy will be aware, prior to the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic, officials 
had been engaged in a process of consultation with island communities through public meetings 
on the islands in order to facilitate community input to the policy development process.

A number of the scheduled meetings had to be deferred due to travel restrictions introduced 
as a result of COVID.  However, the consultation process has remained open, and submissions 
from individuals and groups are still welcome via email.

In the interim officials have been examining alternative options to enable the island consul-
tation stage of the policy development process to recommence and to engage with those island 
communities that have not yet contributed to the consultation process. 

Where public meetings have not yet been held, officials are working with island representa-
tives to obtain their input, and to establish focus groups.  It is proposed that online meetings will 
be held in the coming weeks to allow these groups to present their views.

On completion of the consultation process within the island communities, officials will 
consult with other stakeholders and with the Inter-Departmental Committee, with a view to 
developing a draft policy paper.

Island Communities

17/09/2020WRB0220033. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to progress the national policy for the islands; the status of the 
islands policy; the findings of the consultation process; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24395/20]

17/09/2020WRB02300Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to develop a new Pol-
icy for Island Development which will identify and address the main challenges and opportu-
nities for our island communities to support their social, economic and cultural development.

There has already been a large amount of consultation with island communities in relation 
to the development of this policy under Minister Catherine Martin’s Department, and this con-
sultation will continue as the islands function transfers to the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development.

As the Deputy will be aware, prior to the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic, officials 
were engaged in a process of consultation with island communities through public meetings on 
the islands to facilitate community input to the policy development process. 

This process was temporarily suspended due to travel restrictions arising from COVID-19. 
However, the consultation process has remained open, and submissions from individuals and 
groups are still welcome via email.

In the interim, officials have been examining alternative options to enable the island consul-
tation stage of the policy development process to recommence and to engage with those island 
communities that have not yet contributed to the consultation process. 

Where public meetings have not yet been held, officials are working with island representa-
tives to obtain their input, and to establish focus groups.  It is proposed that online meetings will 
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be held in the coming weeks to allow these groups to present their views.

On completion of the consultation process with the island communities, officials will con-
sult with other stakeholders, and with the Inter-Departmental Committee which oversees the 
process, with a view to developing a draft policy paper.

  Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 20.

Voluntary Sector

17/09/2020WRB0260035. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the funding that will be allocated to youth and community centre facilities 
which are working within reduced incomes due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [24338/20]

17/09/2020WRB02700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): Through our ongoing engagement with the Community and Voluntary sector, 
my Department is keenly aware of the challenges faced by the sector whilst meeting increased 
demands on many of their services. My Department is providing additional vital supports to ru-
ral and community organisations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is supporting the 
following initiatives:

On 16 March 2020, my Department launched the COVID-19 Government Action Plan in 
partnership with other Departments, State agencies and our extensive network of communi-
ty and voluntary organisations. These initiatives provide support for volunteering, funding to 
ALONE for their crisis telephone support line, and an email helpdesk facility to assist smaller 
community groups with their queries. 

On 9 April 2020, an initial €2.5 million COVID-19 Emergency Fund was introduced to 
provide immediate and urgently needed funding to community and voluntary groups that are 
participating in the Government’s “Community Call” initiative which is being led by the Local 
Authorities. 

On 11 May 2020, a €40 million support package for the Community and Voluntary Sector, 
Charities and Social Enterprises was launched by Government and is administered by the De-
partment. This funding is being made available through the Dormant Accounts Fund, which is 
specifically set aside to support initiatives which will benefit the most disadvantaged groups in 
society. 

The package included:

A €35 million COVID-19 Stability Fund which will provide a level of support to qualifying 
organisations who are most in need and have seen their trading and/or fundraising income drop 
significantly during the crisis; and

A €5 million Government commitment to a Philanthropy Fund, (Innovate Together) which 
will focus on supporting responses to the COVID-19 crisis that require innovative and adaptive 
solutions to existing and emerging challenges.

To date, funding of over €25 million has been allocated to more than 480 organisations un-
der the COVID 19 stability Fund. This funding is supporting the delivery of critical services in 
every part of the country.

This funding is provided in addition to the more than €45 million in funding, announced 
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last November, for the Dormant Accounts Action Plan 2020. That funding was allocated for 43 
separate measures to be delivered across nine Government Departments to benefit disadvan-
taged groups.

The funding package for these organisations is complementary to the range of other sup-
ports provided by the Government to support businesses, employers and employees on foot of 
the crisis.

As a result of COVID-19 my Department also developed a €1.2m Support Fund to assist 
Community Service Programme, or CSP, supported organisations. 

In June 2020, the Department launched the 2020 Community Enhancement Programme 
(CEP) with funding of €2m. The CEP provides capital grants towards enhancing the facilities 
available to communities. The CEP is administered by Local Community Development Com-
mittees (LCDCs) in each Local Authority area.

In August 2020, with funding from the July stimulus package, the Department launched a 
€5m fund under the CEP for community centres and community buildings. 

The Department’s other investment programmes, such as the 2020 Town and Village Re-
newal Scheme, CLÁR programme, Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and Rural Re-
generation and Development Fund, which support large and small scale capital development in 
rural areas, continue to be rolled out and all place a particular emphasis on supporting a post-
COVID recovery.

In respect of the Department’s other programmes, funding commitments are being main-
tained, and though delays may be experienced in delivery for a period of time it is expected that 
all projects and initiatives will continue when safe to do so.

My Department also funds the COVID-19 Community Outreach (CCO) programme. Co-
ordinated by  the Wheel and Irish Rural Link the programme links and supports the work of 
thousands of community groups across Ireland who are responding to meet the needs of com-
munities during the COVID-19 crisis. 

  Question No. 36 answered with Question No. 20.

Local Improvement Scheme

17/09/2020WRB0290037. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the status of the local improvement scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [24197/20]

17/09/2020WRB03000Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement 
works on small private or non-public roads in rural areas which are not under the normal main-
tenance of the Local Authorities. The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, there was no dedicated funding available for this scheme for 
a number of years until it was re-launched in 2017.  Since then, over €58 million has been al-
located to the Local Authorities to deliver the scheme. 

In March this year, €10 million was made available for the 2020 Local Improvement 
Scheme, with each Local Authority being provided with the same financial allocation as 2019. 
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All Local Authorities have now determined the roads to be funded under the scheme this 
year. My Department has reviewed the information supplied and funding letters of offer have 
issued to all Local Authorities on this basis.

I understand that works are ongoing and I expect all roads designated by the Local Authori-
ties to be completed by the end of the year.

Voluntary Sector

17/09/2020WRB0310038. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the schemes under her Department that can allocate funding to community organisa-
tions, including clubs (details supplied) to develop ancillary services such as car parking; and 
her plans to provide additional schemes and funding in this regard.  [24317/20]

17/09/2020WRB03200Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Support for the works outlined by the Deputy could potentially be considered 
for funding, subject to eligibility criteria being met, under the following schemes funded by my 
Department:  

-  Under the LEADER (2014-2020) Programme. All funding decisions regarding projects 
are entirely a matter for the Local Action Groups (LAGs), which administer the programme in 
each LEADER sub-regional area. In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, 
it must be compatible with the actions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy 
for the relevant LEADER area, and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regula-
tions in place for the programme. Interested applicants should, in the first instance, contact the 
relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the funding and criteria that may 
be available. The list of Local Action Groups, their Implementing Partners and their contact 
details, is available on the National Rural Network website at the following link: www.nation-
alruralnetwork.ie/leader/local-action-groups/.  

-  The 2020 Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) with funding of €2m, 
launched in June. The CEP provides capital grants towards enhancing the facilities available 
to communities. The CEP is administered by Local Community Development Committees 
(LCDCs) in each Local Authority area. 

-  The July stimulus package, of €5m, launched by the Department in August 2020, pro-
vides  funding under the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) for community centres 
and community buildings. 

-  The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural 
areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. Under the 2020 programme a 
“Schools/Community Safety Measure” is being funded. This may fund the provision of safety 
related infrastructure in the environs of a school or community space such as lighting, car park 
and footpath upgrades and digital speed safety signs.  

-  The CLÁR programme 2020, launched at the end of May (closed for applications un-
der these measures at the end of August last). The applications received are now being assessed 
and it is hoped to announce successful projects by November next.

 -  The 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been tailored to focus on interven-
tions that can support the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages, and as-
sist them in responding to the challenges presented by COVID-19. Car parking improvements 
expressly designed to encourage increased footfall in town centres and that deliver a benefit 
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to the community as a whole are included among the activities that are eligible for funding. 
The July Stimulus Package provided an additional €10 million of funding that allowed for the 
expansion of the Scheme and brought the total funding available for the Scheme this year to 
€25 million. This funding will provide funding for more projects in rural towns and villages to 
respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19. A total of €6.1m has been approved for 226 
projects to date in 2020 with additional successful projects due to be announced in due course. 

-  The closing date for the Standard Town and Village Renewal Scheme is 30th September 
2020 with communities being encouraged to submit their applications through their Local Au-
thority by that date.

  Question No. 39 answered with Question No. 20.

National Broadband Plan

17/09/2020WRB0340040. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the steps taken to advance the commitment in the Programme for Government to 
improve connectivity and access for rural dwellers to work, study, social activities and public 
services while reducing car dependence.  [24320/20]

17/09/2020WRB03500Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of digital connectiv-
ity in supporting many aspects of our daily lives.  Throughout the crisis, digital connectivity 
has helped people to avoid becoming socially isolated; it has enabled students to continue their 
education through on-line learning; and it has demonstrated its potential to support economic 
activity, remote working and a better quality of life for many people who previously spent many 
hours in long commutes.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the key component of the Government’s digital con-
nectivity strategy and will have a positive impact across a number of policy areas, including 
climate adaptation, agriculture, education, transport, tourism, jobs and health.

The NBP will provide a high-speed and future-proofed broadband network to almost 
540,000 premises across the State which will not be served by commercial broadband rollout.   

Among the first premises to be connected will be approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) which are situated in remote rural areas.  Each of these sites will be provided 
with a wireless high speed broadband connection which will provide free on-site internet con-
nectivity to the public.  

The planned BCP locations are listed by county on NBI’s website at https://nbi.ie/bcp-lo-
cations/.  Some BCP sites may change over time as commercial connectivity becomes more 
widespread or as the circumstances at each site changes.  

The first sites will become operational over the coming weeks. 

In parallel with this initiative, my Department has been working with the Western Develop-
ment Commission to build an integrated network of remote working hubs along the Atlantic 
Economic Corridor, from Kerry to Donegal.  The approach to building this network and shared 
backoffice services will serve as a model which can be replicated in other parts of the country. 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme
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17/09/2020WRB0360041. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands if she will expand the 2020 town and village renewal scheme outline for acceler-
ated measure in response to Covid-19 to enable more communities to avail of this funding.  
[24321/20]

17/09/2020WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): This year’s Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been tailored to focus on 
interventions that can assist our rural towns and villages to respond to the challenges presented 
by COVID-19.  The scheme includes an Accelerated Measure which will enable towns and 
villages to introduce initiatives immediately to support increased footfall and enable people to 
shop and socialise safely in accordance with public health guidelines. 

The scheme also includes a second Measure which places a focus on the recovery of towns 
and villages from the impact of COVID-19 in the medium-term.

When the 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme was launched in May, it had a budget of 
€15 million, with an indicative budget of €5 million for the Accelerated Measure.  The Govern-
ment’s July Stimulus Package provided an additional €10 million in funding which will allow 
more projects in rural towns and villages to respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19.  

 Funding for the Accelerated Measure increased from €5 million to €10 million for 2020. 
This additional funding has allowed my Department to:

-  increase the number of funding rounds from two to three;

-  increase the number of applications that can be submitted by the Local Authorities; and 

-  as an exceptional measure, provide funding under the Accelerated Measure for larger 
towns with a population above 10,000 people.  This is in recognition of the importance of larger 
towns in supporting the economic and social fabric of surrounding rural communities.

Successful projects under Round 1 and Round 2 of the Accelerated Measure have recently 
been announced, with a total of €6.1 million being approved for 226 projects to date.  

Applications under Round 3 and from Large Towns are currently being assessed by my of-
ficials and further announcements will be made when the process is complete.

Details of the projects that were approved under Rounds 1 and 2 of the Accelerated Measure 
can be found on the Gov.ie website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/0012f5-
town-and-village-renewal-scheme/.

CLÁR Programme

17/09/2020WRB0380042. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands her plans to reinstate the CLÁR measure for group water schemes that existed under 
CLÁR from its inception until 2011; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24202/20]

17/09/2020WRB03900Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in rural areas 
that have experienced significant levels of de-population.  As the Deputy is aware, no funding 
was available for new applications under the programme between 2010 and 2016 due to con-
straints on the public finances. 

Since the programme was relaunched in 2016, it has supported a range of different Measures 
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including:

-  Safety measures around schools and community facilities

-  Outdoor play facilities 

-  Local Access Roads 

-  Targeted Community Infrastructure needs

-  First Response support measures 

-  Support for Mobility and Cancer Care transport 

-  Community Wellbeing supports 

-  Community Recreation Areas 

-  Meals on Wheels and linked services. 

This year’s programme places a particular focus on supporting CLÁR communities to deal 
with the impact of COVID-19 in their areas.  At present, I have no plans to include group water 
schemes in the programme.  

A review of the CLÁR programme is currently underway and this review will examine a 
number of issues which will inform the future direction of the programme, including the im-
plications of 2016 Census of Population data on CLÁR areas, and whether factors other than 
depopulation should be considered as part of the eligibility criteria.    

This review will also help to determine the most appropriate measures to be included in 
CLÁR programmes in the future.  

Community Development Projects

17/09/2020WRB0400043. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands the timetable for the Programme for Partnership Government commitment 
to introduce a number of projects similar in approach to community development projects.  
[24319/20]

17/09/2020WRB04100Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Community Development Programme (CDP) was established in 1990.  It 
sought to challenge the underlying causes of disadvantage resulting from the effects of poverty 
and exclusion.  

Up to 200 Projects and organisations were funded under the Programme. These projects had 
an anti-poverty, anti-exclusion focus and were managed by a voluntary board of management 
drawn from the local community. 

Further to a process of cohesion in 2009, implementation of the programme required the 
projects funded under the CDP to be integrated with Local Development Companies, with 
some exceptions.  

In respect of the Programme for Partnership Government commitment to introduce a num-
ber of projects similar in approach to community development projects, officials in my Depart-
ment are currently scoping a proposal which would support a small number of existing inde-
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pendent community development organisations to work with marginalised communities and 
support flexible and innovative community work initiatives.

Additional funding will be sought in budget 2021 to support this proposal.  

Island Communities

17/09/2020WRB0420044. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the membership of the interdepartmental committee devising the national 
policy for the islands; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [24397/20]

17/09/2020WRB04300Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Interdepartmental Committee which was established in 2019 to oversee the 
preparation of a new Policy for Island Development included senior officials from the following 
Departments:-

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation

Department of Children and Youth Affairs

Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment

Department of Defence

Department of Education and Skills

Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection

Department of Health

Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government

Department of Justice and Equality

Department of Rural and Community Development

Following the formation of the new Government on 27th   June 2020 and the subsequent 
realignment of a number of Departments and responsibilities, membership will be reviewed in 
order to ensure that all Departments operating policies and programmes which impact upon 
island communities are represented on the Committee.

17/09/2020WRC00200Trade Union Membership

17/09/2020WRC0030045. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his attention has been drawn to reports that an organisation (details supplied) is 
refusing to engage with unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24654/20]

17/09/2020WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): At the outset, I must emphasise that Ireland’s system of industrial relations is essentially 
voluntary in nature and responsibility for the resolution of industrial disputes between employ-
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ers and workers rests with the employer, the workers and their representatives. 

Whilst the right of workers to form associations and join a trade union is enshrined in Ar-
ticle 40 of the Irish Constitution, there is no mechanism whereby employers can be prevailed 
upon to engage with unions on any issue.  

In cases where there is a dispute that the parties have been unable to resolve either be-
tween themselves or with the assistance of the Workplace Relations Commission, such dis-
putes can be voluntarily referred to the Labour Court for an ‘opinion’ in the form of a ‘Recom-
mendation of the Court’.  While such a Recommendation is not binding, the vast majority of 
industrial relations recommendations are accepted voluntarily by the parties.   

It has been the consistent policy of successive Irish Governments to promote collective bar-
gaining through legislation and by the development of an institutional framework that supports 
our voluntary industrial relations system.   There is an extensive range of statutory provisions 
underpinning this system.  The freedom of association and the right to organise and bargain 
collectively are also guaranteed in a number of international instruments which the State has 
ratified and which it is, therefore, bound to uphold under international law.

Bearing this in mind, I would urge both sides to engage constructively with each other to 
resolve any issues in dispute.

17/09/2020WRC00500IDA Ireland

17/09/2020WRC0060046. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of times the IDA has visited County Wexford within the past four years; 
the number of jobs that resulted from these visitations; and the IDA’s plan and projection for 
new jobs in County Wexford. [24528/20]

17/09/2020WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): County Wexford has witnessed a year on year increase in employment by IDA client 
companies in the past four years with over 420 net new jobs added since 2016. There are now 
almost 3,200 people employed across 21 IDA client companies in the County. I am determined, 
together with IDA Ireland, to increase these numbers further as best we can.  

The table below details the number of IDA site visits to County Wexford from 2016 to the 
first quarter of 2020. I have been informed by the IDA that site visit data for Q2 will be released 
at the end of this month.

The reduced number of site visits in 2020, as the Deputy will appreciate, is mainly attribut-
able to the introduction of international travel restrictions related to Covid-19. Those restric-
tions have, amongst other things, led to the cancellation or postponement of scheduled IDA site 
visits and client meetings in every region of the country, including Wexford and the South-East. 
As an alternative to site visits, the IDA has migrated many of its business development and cli-
ent engagement activities to digital platforms. The Agency has developed new digital content 
and has also put in place an E-Site Visit experience for potential investors.

Notwithstanding the difficulties presented by the pandemic, site visits do remain an im-
portant means by which the IDA can showcase regional locations – including Wexford – to 
prospective investors. At the same time, we must recognise that the final decision as to where 
to invest rests solely with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does 
not necessarily reflect investment potential or job creation, as a significant proportion of all 
new FDI comes from existing IDA clients already present in the country. 
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Looking to the future, IDA Ireland will continue to draw the attention of multinationals 
looking to invest or expand in County Wexford. The IDA continues to engage with key stake-
holders on the ground in Wexford including local authorities, the education sector, Enterprise 
Ireland, Wexford’s Local Enterprise Office (LEO) and both overseas and indigenous companies 
with a view to generating new employment opportunities. Regional development, including for 
the South-East, will also be at the heart of the forthcoming new IDA strategy. I look forward 
to working closely with the IDA on the formulation of this new strategy that will guide the 
Agency’s work in the time ahead.

County 2016 2017  2018  2019 Q1 2020
Wexford 7 3 3 6 3

17/09/2020WRC00800Company Liquidations

17/09/2020WRC0090047. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his attention has been drawn to matters raised in correspondence by a person (de-
tails supplied); and his response to the proposal. [24593/20]

17/09/2020WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I have seen the correspondence referred to.  

ICTU has made proposals concerning the treatment of collective agreements when compa-
nies are undergoing liquidation.  

Minister English responded to ICTU on 10th September welcoming the submission and 
confirming that the Government is committed to ensuring the proposals are considered. I under-
stand that Minister English invited further details concerning the proposal and undertook that 
its consideration would include meaningful engagement with stakeholders.

17/09/2020WRC01100Ministerial Meetings

17/09/2020WRC0120048. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the meetings held by him and or his officials from assistant principal level upwards 
with businesses and or banking representative groups and organisations since his appointment 
as Minister; the dates, attendees and matters that were discussed at each meeting; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24597/20]

17/09/2020WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
Details of meetings that I or officals in my Department have had with businesses or banking 
representative organisations since my appointment as Minister are set out in the attached table.

It should be noted that officials in my Department would have regular telephone contact 
with business organisations but only formal meetings are included.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-09-17_pq48-17-09-2020_en.docx  “>Meetings</a>]

17/09/2020WRC01400Microfinance Loan Fund Scheme

17/09/2020WRC0150049. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the size of the MFI loan book; the  State-wide breakdown of current creditors by 
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county; and the number of creditors that have contacted the organisation expressing an inability 
to meet payments in October 2020. [24600/20]

17/09/2020WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Microfinance Ireland (MFI) Loan Fund assists businesses with fewer than ten em-
ployees.  It provides much-needed funding to help microenterprises meet payments for stock, 
working capital requirements and other overhead expenses through the provision of low-cost 
lending facilities.

The MFI Covid-19 Loan Scheme assists businesses which have been impacted negatively 
by Covid-19 and includes a six-month repayment free moratorium and the equivalent of one-
year interest free (subject to terms and conditions), with rates as low as 4.5% for the remaining 
period of the loan. 

I recently introduced the Microenterprise Loan Fund (Amendment) Bill to provide for in-
creased funding.

The Covid-19 Loan scheme has seen a very strong uptake in recent months, with €16.3 mil-
lion in loans drawn by 615 businesses up to 31st   August 2020 from phase 1 of the scheme. This 
represents three years of normal lending volumes for MFI in a period of just over five months. 
Importantly, with 77% of MFI’s lending to businesses outside Dublin, MFI provides an essen-
tial support for businesses who are hoping to reboot their economic activity over the coming 
weeks and months in every county in Ireland. I was pleased to announce the opening of phase 
two of the Covid-19 Loan Scheme on the 31 August.  

The total value of loans drawn under the Microenterprise Loan Fund up to 31st   August was 
€48.26 million by 2,958 businesses.  

Breakdown on a county basis

 Region Number of 
Drawdowns

 Value of Draw-
downs

 

Carlow 51 2% €890,495 2%
Cavan 72 2% €882,736 2%
Clare 86 3% €1,397,423 3%
Cork   240 8% €3,837,630 8%
Donegal 81 3% €1,338,392 3%
Dublin 669 23% €11,739,477 24%
Galway 168 6% €2,572,314 5%
Kerry 90 3% €1,647,245 3%
Kildare 122 4% €2,161,060 4%
Kilkenny 51 2% €986,363 2%
Laois 63 2% €896,187 2%
Leitrim 42 1% €699,711 1%
Limerick 116 4% €1,955,939 4%
Longford 41 1% €633,749 1%
Louth 69 2% €1,269,194 3%
Mayo 90 3% €1,399,109 3%
Meath 124 4% €1,852,629 4%
Monaghan 32 1% €539,847 1%
Offaly 59 2% €942,913 2%
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 Region Number of 
Drawdowns

 Value of Draw-
downs

 

Roscommon 62 2% €841,995 2%
Sligo 56 2% €812,645 2%
Tipperary 122 4% €1,847,116 4%
Waterford 113 4% €1,648,413 3%
Westmeath 80 3% €1,262,495 3%
Wexford 157 5% €2,598,629 5%
Wicklow 102 3% €1,602,082 3%
Totals 2958 100% €48,255,788 100%
As at end August MFI has loans totalling €29.88m outstanding representing 1,905 loan 

records.  Of these, 84 borrowers have been in contact with MFI to say they need to discuss 
October repayments.

Breakdown of creditors on a county basis

Region Number of 
Creditors

 Current Balance 
Outstanding

 

Carlow 28 1% €618,129 2%
Cavan 36 2% €499,205 2%
Clare 55 3% €878,567 3%
Cork   161 8% €2,326,198 8%
Donegal 60 3% €820,132 3%
Dublin 418 22% €7,535,305 25%
Galway 107 6% €1,575,260 5%
Kerry 67 4% €1,178,744 4%
Kildare 75 4% €1,294,035 4%
Kilkenny 32 2% €599,454 2%
Laois 45 2% €631,206 2%
Leitrim 24 1% €386,996 1%
Limerick 69 4% €1,023,635 3%
Longford 29 2% €345,920 1%
Louth 49 3% €813,961 3%
Mayo 55 3% €830,896 3%
Meath 73 4% €1,088,144 4%
Monaghan 20 1% €376,372 1%
Offaly 39 2% €630,375 2%
Roscommon 35 2% €343,862 1%
Sligo 31 2% €265,481 1%
Tipperary 73 4% €1,034,759 3%
Waterford 83 4% €1,127,778 4%
Westmeath 59 3% €816,142 3%
Wexford 108 6% €1,680,195 6%
Wicklow 74 4% €1,159,252 4%
Totals 1905 100% €29,880,003 100%
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17/09/2020WRC01700Workplace Safety

17/09/2020WRC0180050. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of cyclists killed while cycling as part of their job in each of the years 
from 1 Jan 2010 to 31 Dec 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24650/20]

17/09/2020WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Health and Safety Authority advises that during the years 2011 to 2019 the following 
numbers of fatalities were reporting involving persons killed while cycling as part of their job.

Year Fatalities Reported to HSA involving Cy-
cling for Work

2010 0
2011 1
2012 0
2013 0
2014 0
2015 0
2016 0
2017 0
2018 0
2019 0
Total 1
All employers should be mindful of their obligations, and duty of care, to their employees 

under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. 

17/09/2020WRC02000National Broadband Plan

17/09/2020WRC0210051. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication Net-
works if he will work as a matter of urgency to ensure all nursing homes are broadband enabled 
in view of the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24688/20]

17/09/2020WRC0220059. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication Net-
works his plans to ensure that broadband is provided to all nursing homes as a matter of urgency 
given the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24687/20]

17/09/2020WRC02300Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 59 together.  

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract signed last November. The NBP network will offer 
users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the 
outset. This represents an increase from the 150Mbps committed to under the Contract. 

Under the NBP deployment plan premises will be passed in all counties within the first 2 
years and over 90% of premises in the State will have access to high speed broadband within the 
next four years. Nursing homes, within the intervention area, will be among the many premises 
which will benefit from the roll out of the National Broadband Plan which covers 1.1 million 
people living and working in the nearly 540,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses 
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and farms along with 695 schools.

Design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 20 counties and steady prog-
ress is being made with over 91,000 premises surveyed to date. This survey work is feeding 
into detailed designs for each deployment area and laying fibre should commence shortly with 
the first fibre to the home connections expected around December this year.   While substantial 
progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact on the delivery of 
the fibre network. The extent of this impact is currently being assessed and NBI has committed 
to put in place measures to mitigate the impact in as far as possible.  The Covid 19 pandemic 
has also highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to ensure that citizens across 
Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential online facilities. This is re-
flected in the commitments in the Programme for Government where delivery of the National 
Broadband Plan will be a key enabler to many of the policies envisaged particularly around 
increased levels of remote working.   

The Programme for Government has committed to seek to accelerate the roll out of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore 
the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing for-
ward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier 
date. Exploring the potential to accelerate the network rollout is being undertaken in parallel 
with the measures required to mitigate delays arising as a result of Covid-19.

17/09/2020WRC02400Energy Efficiency

17/09/2020WRC0250052. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication 
Networks if he will address the need for a retrofit scheme in section 38 and 39 charities and 
small and medium approved housing bodies and other items (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24468/20]

17/09/2020WRC02600Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets for the 
number and depth of residential retrofits to be completed by 2030. The targets are to retrofit 
500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2 and to install 400,000 heat pumps in existing 
buildings over the next 10 year. These targets are expected to achieve the Climate Action Plan 
target of reducing the greenhouse gas emissions from the residential sector.  

A cross-Departmental Retrofit Taskforce has been established to develop a new retrofit de-
livery plan capable of achieving these targets. The plan being formulated aims to address bar-
riers to energy efficiency investments across all sections of our housing stock.  The recent an-
nouncement of an additional €100 million for retrofit as part of the July Stimulus package will 
result in the biggest ever budget for retrofit in 2021.  

The Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures free of charge to 
low income households who meet the defined eligibility criteria and who are vulnerable to en-
ergy poverty. The Scheme has been in existence since 2002 and has provided upgrades to over 
142,000 homes, leaving the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate 
level. The aim of the scheme is to deliver a range of energy efficiency measures in a way which 
represents the best possible use of Exchequer funding, focusing eligibility to those in receipt of 
certain payments from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

Eligibility for Fuel Allowance is a matter for the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection (www.deasp.ie). At present a Person Supported by the Service (PSS) is not 
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entitled to Fuel Allowance, which is one of the criteria for eligibility for the Warmer Homes 
scheme. However, the Climate Action Plan includes a commitment to review ways to improve 
how current energy poverty schemes target those most in need, including eligibility criteria. 
Recommendations in relation to the implementation of changes to the scheme will be finalised 
shortly.  

The Deputy may also note that the properties referred to in his question may be eligible 
to receive support for upgrade works under the Better Energy Communities Scheme which is 
another scheme administered by SEAI.  The Scheme funds community based partnerships to 
improve the energy efficiency of the building stock in their area – homes, including those at risk 
of energy poverty, community facilities and businesses. These partnerships can be between the 
public and private sectors, domestic and non-domestic sectors, commercial and not-for-profit 
organisations and energy suppliers. The Scheme will reopen for applications in the coming 
weeks.  Further information on the Communities Scheme is available on www.seai.ie.

Eligibility for capital allowances and VAT rules more generally are matters for the Depart-
ment of Finance and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners (www.revenue.ie).

17/09/2020WRC02700Grant Payments

17/09/2020WRC0280053. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication 
Networks further to Parliamentary Question No. 129 of 8 September 2020, the types of biomass 
boilers and anaerobic digestion heating systems eligible under the support scheme for renew-
able heat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24473/20]

17/09/2020WRC0290054. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication 
Networks further to Parliamentary Question No. 129 of 8 September 2020, the targets outlined 
for the support scheme for renewable heat in 2020 and for each future year under the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24477/20]

17/09/2020WRC0300055. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication Net-
works further to Parliamentary Question No. 129 of 8 September 2020, the reason so few ap-
plications to the support scheme for renewable heat have been made and are being processed to 
date; his plans to review the operation of the scheme to ensure more applications are processed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24479/20]

17/09/2020WRC03100Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 53 to 55, inclusive, together. 

The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat, was developed to financially support the adop-
tion of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating and 
other non-domestic heat users. The scheme is operated by the SEAI and the eligibility criteria 
that apply to projects are set out in the scheme Terms and Conditions, which can be found 
at: https://www.seai.ie/publications/Terms-and-Conditions.pdf

The scheme is designed to support up to 1,300 GWh of renewable heat use annually which 
is equivalent to circa 3% of national heat use. A target of 100 GWh of renewable heat use was 
set for 2020. Annual targets for future years have not yet been set. 

Projects that have been approved to date total over 30 GWh of renewable heat use. While 
the uptake is less than expected, it is a demand-led scheme which will take time to build market 
confidence. The scheme is reviewed on an annual basis with recommendations made to im-
prove the scheme. SEAI are currently working to reduce the processing time for applications. 
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It is noted that Covid-19 is also likely to have impacted the uptake of the scheme. SEAI are 
working with applicants whose applications and projects have been impacted.   

Finally it is important to acknowledge the Renewable Heat Incentive (a similar scheme in 
Northern Ireland) had significant issues. The lessons learned from that scheme have informed 
the design of the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat. Nonetheless, it is important that a pru-
dent approach is taken in relation to the scheme to ensure value for money to the taxpayer.

17/09/2020WRC03400National Broadband Plan

17/09/2020WRC0350056. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication Net-
works the status in relation to an area (details supplied) on the roll out of the National Broad-
band Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24483/20]

17/09/2020WRC03600Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the 
NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November last with National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI).   All premises within the AMBER Area will be surveyed as part of 
the national fibre network rollout. These surveys are required to produce a detailed network 
design for the high speed fibre broadband network. This detailed design is then used to initiate 
the ‘make ready’ project with eir for the area, where eir ensure any poles and ducts being re-
used are fit for purpose, and is also used to initiate works with the subcontractors deploying the 
actual fibre in the area.   To date over 91,000 premises have been surveyed across 20 counties 
and detailed designs for laying fibre are also in process for areas throughout the country. NBI 
provides a facility for any premises within the AMBER area to register its interest in being 
provided with deployment updates through its website (https://nbi.ie/map/).  Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP, providing high speed broadband in every 
county in advance of the roll out of the high speed fibre network. Approximately 300 broadband 
connections points (BCPs) were identified by local authorities to be connected to high-speed 
broadband this year. The BCPs will help communities to quickly access free public high-speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the National Broadband Plan. The planned 
BCP locations, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities, and other public places 
are available to view on the High-Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. Over 100 BCP sites, including two within 10 kilometres of the location re-
ferred to in Question, have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development.  

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network. The extent of this impact is currently being assessed and 
NBI has committed to put in place measures to mitigate the impact in as far as possible.  The 
Covid 19 pandemic has also highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to ensure 
that citizens across Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential online 
facilities. This is reflected in the commitments in the Programme for Government where de-
livery of the National Broadband Plan will be a key enabler to many of the policies envisaged 
particularly around increased levels of remote working.  The Programme for Government has 
committed to seek to accelerate the roll out of the National Broadband Plan. In this regard, my 
Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of 
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this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are currently sched-
uled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. Exploring the potential to accelerate 
the network rollout is being undertaken in parallel with the measures required to mitigate delays 
arising as a result of Covid-19.

17/09/2020WRC03700Fishing Licences

17/09/2020WRC0380057. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication Net-
works the process for granting foreshore fishing licences in Bantry and Kenmare Bay; the num-
ber of licences sought; the number of licences granted; the entitlements accompanying a licence 
and the permissions granted or not granted in relation to same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24664/20]

17/09/2020WRC03900Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In-
land Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the State Agency responsible for issuing licences for recreational 
and commercial salmon and sea trout fishing. There is no specific “foreshore fishing licence” 
among the categories of fishing licence issued by IFI.  

Angling licences are normally valid for all rivers on a national basis or in the case of district 
licences relate to all of the rivers in any one of the 17 Fishery Districts. Commercial licences 
are also issued on a fishery district basis.  

Licence holders may only fish on rivers where a sustainable surplus above the individual 
river’s conservation limit has been confirmed, conveying a status on the river of open for ex-
ploitation. In addition, commercial exploitation is limited to those rivers or estuaries where a 
commercial fishery exists. Rivers which have a catch and release status may only be fished by 
anglers but fish cannot be retained.  A licence does not entitle a person to fish the stock of any 
river which is closed to exploitation..     

The status of a river is determined via the annual scientific assessments carried out by the 
independent Technical Expert Group on Salmon (TEGOS) and the management advice of IFI. 
Licence conditions are set out in annual legislation: the Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging 
Regulations (angling and commercial) and the Control of Fishing for Salmon Order (commer-
cial). Local regulations or bye-laws may also apply.

An angling permit from a fishery owner may be required in addition to a State licence for 
waters which are in private rather than public ownership.  Private fishery owners wishing to 
catch fish commercially must also have a state commercial fishing licence to engage in this 
activity.  

17/09/2020WRC04000Agrifood Sector

17/09/2020WRC0410058. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Climate Action and Communication 
Networks if his attention has been drawn to the UNEP report Enhancing Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs) for Food Systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24667/20]

17/09/2020WRC04200Minister for Climate Action and Communication Networks (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
This report published by the World Wildlife Fund, the United Nations Environment Programme, 
the non-profit ‘EAT’ and Climate Focus highlights the role that national food systems can play 
in helping countries meet their climate goals. These climate goals are submitted via Nationally 
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Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. The report also links the impact of our food systems on other environmental areas 
such as biodiversity loss, conversion of land, depletion of freshwater resources, and pollution 
of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  

Preventing waste arising across food production, distribution and consumption is key to 
improving the sustainability of the food chain. ‘A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Econo-
my’, which I recently published, recognises food waste prevention as a priority intervention.  
Amongst a broad range of actions, the Plan commits my Department to working with the De-
partment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to pursue ambitious food waste reductions and 
other measures that contribute towards a sustainable food chain in the Agri-Food sector. 

Ireland contributes to the Paris Agreement via the NDC submitted by the European Union 
(EU) on behalf of its Member States. The EU’s updated NDC will be informed by increased 
ambition as committed to under the European Green Deal. This includes the EU’s ambition 
to increase the EU-wide greenhouse gas emissions reduction target at least 55% by 2030, a tar-
get that the Government welcomes.  It will be important for the EU as a global leader on climate 
efforts to submit its NDC before the end of 2020 to build momentum and encourage other major 
economies to take similar action.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 51.

17/09/2020WRC04400Coast Guard Service

17/09/2020WRC0450060. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport the management 
structure of the Irish Coast Guard; and the status of employment or secondment of each senior 
official in each of the years 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020. [24516/20]

17/09/2020WRC04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The management structure of the Irish 
Coast Guard (IRCG) is set out below, in tabular format:

Grade Number Reports to
Director, IRCG* 1 Assistant Secretary General, 

Management Board
Acting Director IRCG 1 Assistant Secretary General, 

Management Board
Assistant Director* 2 Director, IRCG
Coastguard Manager 3 Assistant Director, IRCG
Operations & Training Of-
ficer

8 IRCG Manager

Divisional Controller 3 IRCG Manager
*The Director of the IRCG is currently serving on a Special European Union Mission and 

has been on special leave for this purpose since January 2019.  He had previously served on a 
Special European Union Mission to Somalia from July 2016 to September 2017. 

As a consequence of these EU postings, the role of Director of the IRCG has been filled 
in an Acting capacity by one of two Assistant Directors for the initial period in 2016/2017 and 
from January 2019 to date. To fill the consequential vacancy at Assistant Director level and 
further consequential vacancies, the following “Acting up” positions were awarded following 
competitive processes:
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- 1 Coastguard Manager acting up to Assistant Director Level since  April 2019;

- 1 Divisional Controller acting up to Coastguard Manager July 2019 to February 2020; and

- 1 Station Officer acting up to Divisional Controller since September 2019. 

17/09/2020WRC04700Road Safety

17/09/2020WRC0480061. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will report on the 
plans of An Garda Síochána to prioritise and complete the building of its API programme to en-
able gardaí at roadside checkpoints access to the driver file record database in view of the fact 
it is crucial that the data which underpins the new Garda mobility devices is up to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24636/20]

17/09/2020WRC0490071. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will report on the 
proposed automated system of sharing information between the Courts Service, the Road Safe-
ty Authority, his Department and An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24624/20]

17/09/2020WRC0500073. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to allow access 
to the driver file database to An Garda Síochána to ascertain whether a driver has a full licence, 
is a novice or professional driver or is the holder of a learner permit in cases in which a driver li-
cence is not produced at a checkpoint; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24626/20]

17/09/2020WRC0510074. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will report on his 
plans to complete the API programme to share information with An Garda Síochána from the 
driver file record database to data pertaining to driving licences and learner permits as it is cru-
cial that the data which underpins the new Garda mobility devices is up to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24627/20]

17/09/2020WRC05200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 61, 71, 
73 and 74 together.

My Department, through the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF), currently transfer 
data daily to An Garda Síochána’s (AGS) Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) sys-
tem. This dataset contains details of untaxed and untested vehicles (private and commercial) 
only.  

The data extracts to AGS and other relevant stakeholders are provided by legacy systems 
which do not support easy implementation of 24x7 high availability real-time data. 

My officials in the Driver Vehicle and Computer Services Division (DVCSD), who manage 
the NVDF, have now developed an Application Program Interface (API) solution which allows 
for specific real-time data to be shared with requestors in a controlled fashion, and which pro-
vides for increased access security and data protection requirements. This will cater for many 
of the interface requirements for the NVDF in the future such as the Garda Mobility Project, as 
referenced here.

My Department are currently working with An Garda Síochána with regard to the use of 
this API to enable their handheld devices access real-time driver and vehicle data. AGS and my 
officials are currently in the process of determining the data that is required, and ensuring all 
the relevant legal and data protection provisions are in place. To facilitate improved road traffic 
enforcement, AGS has requested key additional driver and vehicle data elements that are not 
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currently available via existing data-sharing arrangements.  

Some elements of driver data being proposed, including the driver records referenced here, 
will be made available. In addition, where no drivers licence is produced at the roadside, it is 
proposed that AGS will have the ability to search the driver record with additional search crite-
ria such as name, address, date of birth etc 

While rollout of the handheld devices is ultimately a matter for the Garda Commissioner, 
my Department recognise the significant role it will have in the enforcement of driver and ve-
hicle regulation, and are very supportive of the initiative. 

17/09/2020WRC05300Airport Policy

17/09/2020WRC0540062. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to 
the difficulties faced by Cork Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24665/20]

17/09/2020WRC05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to thank the Deputy for 
her question in relation to Cork Airport.  I am aware of the challenges that Cork Airport and 
indeed that all of our airports are currently facing and will continue to face over the coming 
months as the country adjusts to the new reality of living alongside Covid-19.  

As the Deputy is aware, Cork Airport is an autonomous business unit within the daa. I have 
met with the daa and have been updated on the challenges facing daa Group, including Cork 
Airport.  Minister of State Naughton has also recently met with the Managing Director of Cork 
Airport. 

In order to assist businesses in facing the challenges of Covid-19 and further protect em-
ployment, the Government has put in place a comprehensive suite of supports for companies of 
all sizes, including those in the aviation sector, which includes the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) (and its predecessor the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme), commercial rates 
waiver and deferred tax liabilities. daa is availing of these supports which are designed to assist 
businesses, including our airports in terms of the management of their companies during this 
unprecedented time. 

The Aviation Recovery Taskforce set out recommendations for consideration by Ministers 
and Government on what needs to be done to assist the Irish aviation sector to recover from 
the COVID-19 crisis. The taskforce report contains a number of recommendations on how 
to support Irish aviation, which has been badly affected by the almost complete shutdown of 
international air travel. The recommendations include measures to sustain the industry for so 
long as travel restrictions are in place and also measures to help stimulate a return to growth, 
when the time is right. The Government has already implemented several recommendations, 
including the publication of safe air travel protocols. We have progressed a European slot rule 
waiver for airlines in consultation with the European Commission.  The wage subsidy scheme 
was extended to April 2021.  

The other recommendations, including further targeted financial supports to help reinstate 
connectivity (including for Cork Airport), regional development and sustainability in the Sector 
are being examined.  Work is required to develop these recommendations into effective inter-
ventions, and that work is underway by my Department.  It will feed into the Government’s 
further plans to aid broader economic recovery, including in the aviation sector. 

The Government’s recently published Resilience and  Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living 
with Covid-19 specifically addresses the approach to international travel and proposes that Ire-
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land will broadly support the European Commission’s recently published proposal to promote a 
common approach to travel restrictions and movement within the EU/EEA.  This proposal will 
now be considered by the Council of Ministers. 

I want to assure you Deputy that my Department is in continuous contact with the daa, in 
terms of both Dublin and Cork airports and it is my intention that Cork Airport will be well 
positioned operationally to contribute to the economic recovery. 

17/09/2020WRC05600Rural Transport Services

17/09/2020WRC0570063. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide investment 
for covered bus stops in towns and villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24666/20]

17/09/2020WRC05800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including the provision of bus shelters.  

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

17/09/2020WRC05900Driver Test

17/09/2020WRC0600064. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Transport if the position regarding the 
provision of emergency driver tests will be reviewed (details supplied). [24472/20]

17/09/2020WRC06100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While this is an operational matter for 
the RSA, it is my understanding that only those who are frontline healthcare workers will be 
deemed eligible for an urgent test slot. It must be borne in mind that, due to social distancing 
guidelines, fewer daily tests will be conducted by each driver tester. As a result, while there will 
be some availability for urgent tests, the RSA’s capacity to make these available in all cases will 
be limited. The RSA therefore, have deemed it necessary to prioritise frontline healthcare work-
ers for the limited number of urgent test slots available. This approach for prioritising customers 
will be kept under review as the RSA moves through the service resumption.

My Department is remaining in close contact with the RSA, which is exploring how further 
to manage backlogs while prioritizing public health, and this process is being informed by les-
sons learned as centres operate under the new health restrictions.   

17/09/2020WRD00200Roads Maintenance

17/09/2020WRD0030065. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland will provide funding to address subsidence on a national road at a location (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24482/20]

17/09/2020WRD00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
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Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the  maintenance, improvement and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter 
for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the require-
ments of the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.   In this 
context, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and funding available for these works.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, on this occasion, to TII for a direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2020WRD00500Aviation Policy

17/09/2020WRD0060066. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter 
regarding the Aviation Recovery Plan 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24491/20]

17/09/2020WRD00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As recommended by the Taskforce for 
Aviation Recovery, the Government has already implemented a wide range of supports for the 
aviation sector. Chief among these include extending the wage subsidy scheme out to April 
2021, alleviation of commercial rates, tax claw back, and the provision of liquidity support 
which is available to the sector through the Government’s €2 billion ISIF Pandemic Stabilisa-
tion and Recovery Fund. 

 The Taskforce’s Final Report also contains a number of other recommendations relating to 
the provision of further support to the sector; including through stimulus funding to aid recov-
ery. These recommendations are being considered, as appropriate, in the context of the ongoing 
work to manage the impact of Covid-19 on aviation and the wider economy.

On the matter of implementing EASA’s Guidelines on the return to normal operations fol-
lowing the pandemic, my Department has already published a National Code of Practice for 
Safe Air Travel. In addition and as indicated in the Government’s announcement of its medium 
term plan for living with Covid, it is the Government’s intention to opt in to EU plans for a 
colour-coded risk assessment proposal for European travel. 

17/09/2020WRD00800Rail Network

17/09/2020WRD0090067. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport when Kishogue rail station will 
open resulting in a local train service for commuters in Lucan, County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24527/20]

17/09/2020WRD01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 
However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/09/2020WRD01100Greenways Provision
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17/09/2020WRD0120068. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the funding avenues avail-
able or that will be made available to local authorities or community groups to assist in develop-
ing feasibility studies and or the design of new greenway projects; if a timeline will be provided 
in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24535/20]

17/09/2020WRD01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government in-
cludes a comitment to the development of an integrated national greenways strategy. This has 
the potential to transform modal shift, improve air quality and public health.This commitment 
to cycling will enable us to achieve the huge ambition of developing an integratednational net-
work of greenways to be used by commuters, leisure cyclists and tourists. We will continue the 
coordinated approach between central government, local authorities and agencies to deliver on 
this ambition. 

My Department recently allocated €4.5m to a number of projects under the Carbon Tax 
Fund to assist local authorities and state agencies in bringing their projects through various 
stages including feasibility, design and planning. In the context of Budget 2021 and the Na-
tional Economic Plan I will be looking at how we can support additional projects to deliver on 
the commitments in the Programme for Government.

17/09/2020WRD01400Proposed Legislation

17/09/2020WRD0150069. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if work has taken place on 
a consolidation project of the Road Traffic Acts in view of the reassurances of his predecessors 
that such a project was underway; if so, the progress to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24622/20]

17/09/2020WRD01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, a commitment 
to consolidate existing Road Traffic legislation was included in Programme for Government 
agreed by the three Government parties in June of this year.

I must emphasise that such a project is not simply a matter of re-enacting all current legisla-
tion into a single instrument. Consolidation is a significant and complex undertaking, neces-
sitating the close examination of each aspect of the legislation to see where it might require 
drafting improvement. Officials from my Department are current examining how best to prog-
ress the commitment in the Programme for Government, taking account of the ongoing needs 
to ensure that the provisions of road traffic legislation are fit for purpose and to meet our inter-
national and European obligations, as well as the current urgent needs to ensure our legislation 
is appropriate to the demands of the COVID19 pandemic and the upcoming end of the Brexit 
transition period.

17/09/2020WRD01700Road Safety

17/09/2020WRD0180070. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the review of speed 
limits has been completed; if so, if he will publish the findings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24623/20]

17/09/2020WRD01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The most recent speed limit guidelines 
were issued in March 2015 following a review by a speed limit review working group.  Local 
Authorities (in conjunction with TII in respect of National Roads) are able to amend and set 
Speed Limits as appropriate and in accordance with the Speed Limit Guidelines for different 
sections of the road network as required and adopt bye-laws under a reserved function.  
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This is an on-going process for local authorities and it can require a review by local authori-
ties when speed limit guidance is updated or when local authorities believe that safety can be 
improved by better matching certain speed limit zones to existing guidance/best practice. In this 
context the 2020 Programme for Government has commited to review and reduce speed limits, 
where appropriate, to address both road safety issues and carbon emissions, and ensure greater 
compliance.

Ireland’s road network is extensive and inconsistent, which means that a ‘one size fits all’ 
solution for Speed Limits for the 100,000 kilometer road network is not always possible and 
queries will arise.  My Department is currently developing a speed limit appeals process where-
by a member of the public can query or appeal a speed limit to the local authority.  

  Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 61.

17/09/2020WRD02100Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRD0220072. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of drivers 
disqualified in 2018, 2019 and between 1 January to 31 July 2020; the number who surrendered 
their licence to the RSA in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24625/20]

17/09/2020WRD02300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The tabular table below provides the data 
requested by the Deputy. 

Year Number of 
Drivers with 
Court Disquali-
fication

Number of 
Driving Licenc-
es Surrendered

Number of 
Drivers with 
Penalty Points 
Disqualification

Number of 
Driving Licenc-
es Surrendered

 2018 9,824  1,052 1,526  560
 2019  10,594  999  1,755  668
2020(31st July 
2020)

 4,828  444  1,009  320

  

Questions Nos. 73 and 74 answered with Question No. 61.

17/09/2020WRD02600Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRD0270075. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if road traffic law has been 
amended making it an offence for a learner permit holder to drive on a motorway; the penalty 
for the offence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24628/20]

17/09/2020WRD02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): It is an offence for a learner driver to 
drive on a motorway.  There has been no recent amendment of the law in this regard.

Section 43 of the Roads Act 1993 empowers the Minister to prescribe in regulations who 
may have access to motorways.  Regulation 7(2)(a) of Roads Regulations 1994 (S.I. No. 119 of 
1994), made under the 1993 Act powers, specifies that a driver of a vehicle accessing a motor-
way must hold a licence, i.e. a full driving licence and not a learner permit.  Failure to comply 
with regulations made under section 43 is an offence, and an offender is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding €2,000. 
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The reason why we prohibit learners from driving on motorways is a judgement that motor-
ways are not an appropriate environment for such inexperienced and unqualified drivers.  It is 
therefore safer for them and for other road users for them not to have access to motorways.  I 
am aware that a different view is taken in some other jurisdictions, but this is a judgement call 
and I have no plans to change the Irish law in this respect.  

17/09/2020WRD02900Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRD0300076. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of learner 
drivers disqualified in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 having exceeded the maximum seven 
penalty points; the number that surrendered their permit in each year to the RSA; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24629/20]

17/09/2020WRD03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The details for the number of learner 
drivers disqualified having exceeded the maximum of seven penalty points in 2018, 2019 and 
to date 2020 and the number who subsequently surrendered their permit in each of the years is 
provided in the tabular table below.

Year  Number of Learner Drivers 
Disqualified

 Number of Learner Permits 
Surrendered

 2018 404  167
2019 440  161
2020 (up to 14th September 
2020)

290  58

17/09/2020WRD03200National Vehicle and Driver File

17/09/2020WRD0330077. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to link the na-
tional vehicle file database to the driver file record database to enable gardaí that scan a ve-
hicle’s registration number at the roadside to access not only the owner’s vehicle details but also 
the licence details of all drivers insured to drive that vehicle; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24631/20]

17/09/2020WRD03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department is currently working 
with An Garda Síochána to enable its handheld devices access real-time driver and vehicle data. 
Access to this data is subject to legal and data protection provision approval. 

Such data transfers will not however be able to determine the drivers that are insured to 
drive a particular vehicle. This element is subject to the creation of a Motor Insurance database 
by the insurance industry itself, known as the Motor Third Party Liability (MTPL) Insurance 
database. The MTPL database will capture driver details, including driver number, when pro-
cessing an insurance application. Any sharing of this data with AGS and my Department will 
however be subject to appropriate legislative and data protections provisions being put in place.

17/09/2020WRD03500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

17/09/2020WRD0360078. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if it is planned to modify the 
employment wage subsidy scheme to give further assistance to the sectors dependent on foreign 
tourists to ensure their survival until international travel recommences; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24543/20]
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17/09/2020WRD0370082. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if the financial assess-
ment of tourism businesses availing of the employment wage subsidy scheme will consider the 
entirety of income for 2020 rather than recent months; and if a distorted picture of their finan-
cial income year to date will be provided. [24509/20]

17/09/2020WRD03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 78 
and 82 together.

I am aware of the concerns that have been raised regarding the pace of recovery for some 
sectors of the economy and that it has been suggested that the application of some of the new 
State supports should be delineated on the basis of explicit sectoral qualification criteria.

However, I would note that the reality of COVID-19 is that our whole economy and labour 
market have been rapidly transformed by this unprecedented shock and nearly all sectors have 
been negatively impacted either directly or indirectly.

The Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) has therefore been deliberately designed 
as an economy wide measure that is open to all sectors as was the case for the Temporary Wage 
Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) before it.

The EWSS is designed to maintain the link between employees and employers and a num-
ber of flexible elements have been introduced in the EWSS that have particular benefit to the 
tourism sector raised by the Deputies. For example, it includes employees that were not previ-
ously eligible for the TWSS, such as seasonal workers and new hires, and applications for such 
workers under the EWSS may be backdated to 1 July 2020.

Many of the strictest public health restrictions on the economy have been eased and it is ex-
pected that businesses are able to shoulder more of the economic burden of their businesses, so 
it is appropriate that the level of State subsidy be moderated.  At the same time, it is recognised 
that economic outputs are unlikely to return to normal for many businesses for much of the rest 
of 2020, which is why the Government remains committed to supporting employers by means 
of a wage subsidy.   

I am advised by Revenue that, as of 15 September 2020, there were 33,348 employers reg-
istered for the EWSS which is considered a strong level of participation so far and, notably, 
proportionately more than half of all those who availed of the TWSS over the whole duration 
of that scheme. As a result, there are no plans at present to re-visit the core eligibility criteria 
for the EWSS.  However, I can confirm to the Deputies that the operation of the EWSS and 
its effectiveness will be kept under close review over the coming months. In fact, the relevant 
legislation obliges me to monitor and superintend the administration of the scheme and empow-
ers me to make certain adjustments across the whole scheme where I determine that these are 
necessary. 

For those businesses who need further support, there are a number of options open to them 
– including State backed loans which may be repaid using EWSS funds as well as grants.  Par-
ticular attention is drawn to the comprehensive package of business and employer supports that 
have been made available as part of the July Stimulus Plan - including  the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme, the SBCI Working Capital Scheme, Sustaining Enterprise Fund, and the Covid-19 
Business Loans Scheme. 

17/09/2020WRD03900Help-To-Buy Scheme

17/09/2020WRD0400079. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Finance his plans to continue the tempo-
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rary help-to-buy extension beyond 31 December 2020. [24595/20]

17/09/2020WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) is 
a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with a deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment.  The incentive gives a refund on Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legisla-
tion.

The enhanced level of support under the scheme, which was announced as part of the July 
Stimulus Package, applies to applicants who, on or after 23 July 2020 (and up to 31 December 
2020), enter into a contract for the purchase of a new house or who make the first draw down of 
the mortgage in the case of a self-build.  The purpose of the measure was to stimulate demand 
from first-time buyers for new houses in the housing market and to encourage house comple-
tions.  

With less than four weeks to go to 13 October, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
on what may or may not be contained in Budget 2021. 

17/09/2020WRD04200Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

17/09/2020WRD0430080. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if amendments to the 
existing legislation, Disabled Drivers Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994, will be 
introduced to widen the eligible criteria as requested by the Office of the Ombudsman in order 
that more disabled persons can avail of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24478/20]

17/09/2020WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised that a Supreme 
Court decision of 18th June found in favour of two appellants against the Disabled Drivers 
Medical Board of Appeal’s refusal to grant the individuals Primary Medical Certificates (PMC). 
My officials are currently examining the judgement, in conjunction with the Attorney General’s 
Office, and will bring forward any policy and/or legislative proposals, as necessary, for my 
consideration in due course.

17/09/2020WRD04500Tax Data

17/09/2020WRD0460081. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised by the sugar 
sweetened drinks tax from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.  [24487/20]

17/09/2020WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
amount received in respect of Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax from 1 January 2019 to 31 Decem-
ber 2019 is €33 million. This information is published on the Revenue website at the following 
link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/excise/receipts-
volume-and-price/excise-receipts-commodity.aspx.

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 78.

17/09/2020WRD04900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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17/09/2020WRD0500083. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of amending 
the employment wage subsidy scheme by categories (details supplied) for those with turnover 
of 50% to 75% compared to reference periods under the scheme to the end of December 2020, 
1 January to 31 March 2021 and 1 April to 31 December 2021. [24518/20]

17/09/2020WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As regards the Deputy’s question, the 
existing cost estimate for the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) as set out below is 
based on the scheme being implemented in its totality as currently configured.

It is not possible at the present time to provide a reliable estimate of the cost impact of altera-
tions to individual elements of the scheme (such as the rates and qualifying criteria).   However, 
once Revenue has received EWSS returns relating to September, and there is a base to bench-
mark a cost estimate of the elements suggested by the Deputy, the question may be revisited.

The existing cost estimate for the scheme is an additional €2.25billion.  This is comprised 
of €1.35bn until the end of 2020 and €0.9bn in 2021.

These costs are on the basis that the EWSS will support around 350,000 jobs into the begin-
ning of 2021. Revenue have estimated that 360,000 workers were supported by the Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) when it concluded at the end of August, so this expected level 
of coverage of EWSS is considered to be a reasonable assumption.  

However, the cost of the EWSS will depend on the overall uptake of the scheme which will 
become fully apparent after the first claims have been processed in October 2020.  I am advised 
by Revenue that, as of 15 September 2020, there were 33,348 employers registered for the 
EWSS which is considered a strong level of participation being proportionately more than half 
of all those who availed of the TWSS over the duration of that scheme.

It is emphasised that these cost projections are subject to review and for every additional 
50,000 qualifying employments over the duration of the scheme, the cost is estimated to in-
crease by €0.25 billion.  

As the scheme is demand led I have been clear that a significant increase in the number of 
claims may require a policy review and re-evaluation of the terms of the scheme. 

This is why the enacting legislation (Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020) 
provides that adjustments may be made to certain elements of the scheme. Following monitor-
ing and regular assessments of the EWSS, such adjustments may be made by the Minister for 
Finance via secondary legislation, having consulted with my colleagues the Minister for Social 
Protection and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The specific elements (set out 
in subsection 21 of the Act) are:

- the end date of the measure;

- the rate of subsidy and applicable income threshold per employee; and

- the turnover test to determine qualifying employers.

17/09/2020WRD05200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

17/09/2020WRD0530084. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees with 
gross weekly pay of less than €151.50 who received payments under the temporary wage sub-
sidy scheme since the beginning of its operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24519/20]
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17/09/2020WRD0540085. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees with 
gross weekly pay of less than €151.50 who received payments under the temporary wage sub-
sidy scheme in August 2020. [24520/20]

17/09/2020WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84 
and 85 together.

Revenue has advised me that it cannot accurately provide the numbers of employee recipi-
ents of the TWSS by their level of gross weekly pay due to the required format used by em-
ployers when filing (employee) payslips. For example, gross pay was required to be reported as 
€0.01 where the employer did not make an additional ‘top-up’ payment to the employee. Where 
the employer made an additional payment to an employee, this ‘top-up’ amount was required 
to be reported as gross pay. Therefore, for most TWSS employees their gross pay as reported 
to Revenue for the duration of the scheme reflected their ‘top-up’ payment only (over 80% re-
ceived ‘top-up’ payments) and not their actual weekly pay, inclusive of the TWSS.

Revenue has analysed the numbers of TWSS recipients where the sum of gross weekly pay 
(€0.01 or the ‘top- up’ amount) plus the net subsidy amount was less than €151.50. This analy-
sis suggests there may be around 20,000 such employees, with approximately 5,000 of these 
having exited the TWSS by the end of the scheme.  However, given the issues noted above, this 
should be considered highly provisional and be very likely subject to revision.

117/09/2020WRE00300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

17/09/2020WRE0040086. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of tax policy 
items in the July stimulus in 2020 and 2021, disaggregated by measure; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24617/20]

17/09/2020WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Tax relief measures with a value of ap-
proximately €1.4 billion (net cost to Exchequer approximately €900 million) were introduced 
in the July Stimulus package. 

The estimated cost of the reduced interest on tax debts measure is €5m in 2020 and €20 m 
in 2021. 

The Stay and Spend scheme will cost an estimated €270m in total (upper-estimate). The cost 
of the scheme will arise across the two years 2021 and 2022.  

The help to buy measure will cost an estimated additional €18m in total.  

Based on previous estimates of tax expenditures on the cycle to work scheme, an estimated 
tax expenditure of €0.5m in 2020 and €1.5m in 2021 could arise.

The estimated cost of the enhanced and accelerated income tax relief for trading losses in-
curred by the self-employed  is once-off proposal is €150m in 2020. 

It is estimated that the reduction in the standard rate of VAT will cost some €440 million in 
total, €160 million in 2020 and €280m in 2021. 

The measure on Corporation tax losses has no net cost in the medium term as it is an accel-
eration of a relief that already exists in the corporation tax code. However, it will release up to 
€450 million of liquidity in the current year to companies currently facing significant cash-flow 
difficulties. 
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I should add that it is not possible to provide an estimated cost for the debt warehousing 
measure because it is not clear when the warehoused debt will be paid.  The zero interest pe-
riod will cover most of 2021 for most taxpayers but taxpayer behaviour after that cannot be 
predicted. 

17/09/2020WRE00600Economic Data

17/09/2020WRE0070087. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if an updated forecast from that 
given in the Stability Programme update will be provided with regard to the projected deficit, 
expenditure and revenue for 2020 in view of recent revenue figures and expenditure items; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24618/20]

17/09/2020WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department produces a full set of 
economic and fiscal forecasts twice a year, in the Stability Programme Update in the spring and 
again in the Budget in October.

As the Deputy will be aware, the unprecedented economic situation of the last six months 
has meant that the outlook for this year has been subject to exceptional uncertainty. My officials 
are currently undertaking work on a set of updated economic and fiscal forecasts as part of the 
preparations for Budget 2021. This will include the projected deficit outturn for 2020, taking 
into account all revenue and expenditure developments to date.

The ‘white paper’, the estimates of receipts and expenditure for this year and next in a no 
policy change scenario, will be published prior to Budget 2021, on Friday, October 9th. 

17/09/2020WRE00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

17/09/2020WRE0100088. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the manner in which payments 
made under the temporary wage subsidy scheme will be taxed at the of 2020; and the period 
over which outstanding tax liabilities will be collected in which the tax liability exceeds the 
value of unused tax credits in the relevant period. [24619/20]

17/09/2020WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) was introduced on 26 March to support firm viability and preserve the relationship 
between the employer and employee insofar as possible.  When originally announced, it was 
expected that this economy-wide measure would be in place for 12 weeks until mid-June but 
this was later extended until the end of August 2020.  

Payments made to employees under the TWSS were an income support and shared the char-
acteristics of income.  They were therefore liable to income tax.  This is the general position 
that applies to all social welfare payments in the absence of specific statutory exemptions.   In 
addition, income tax and USC continued to apply in the case of other income earners whose pay 
was not subsidised by the State, including those who continued to work throughout the period 
of the strictest public health restrictions. It was appropriate and equitable therefore that pay-
ments made under the TWSS should be subject to income tax and USC.  A zero rate applied for 
the purposes of employee PRSI contributions.  

Tax was not collected in real-time through the PAYE system while the schemes were in op-
eration.  Instead, liability to tax will be calculated by Revenue through the regular end of year 
review process.  

This decision was taken in order to maximise the amount of financial support that was pro-
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vided to recipients at a time when it was considered that they needed such support most, when 
the TWSS was first announced and expected to only be in place for 12 weeks.  

When the TWSS was extended for a further 10 weeks until the end of August 2020, Rev-
enue took steps to minimise the amount of income tax and USC due, if any, on TWSS payments 
at the end of the year.  This was done by placing all recipients of the TWSS or the Covid-19 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) on the ‘week 1 basis’ of taxation for the remainder 
of the year so as to “preserve” unused tax credits that can then be used to offset any income tax 
or USC liabilities that arise at year end. 

In cases where the tax liability for those payments exceeds unused personal and PAYE tax 
credits for 2020, the level of income tax and USC due may be reduced if the person has addi-
tional tax credits, for example health expenses, to offset.   

Revenue has also assured me that if any income tax and USC liabilities still arise following 
the allocation of unused credits, it will work with its customers to collect the outstanding li-
abilities over an extended period of time.  Revenue will be adopting a fair and flexible approach 
to collecting tax due on payments made under the TWSS or the PUP.  This will be achieved by 
reducing their tax credits for subsequent tax years, thereby minimising any financial hardship 
to the greatest extent possible.     

I am advised that the final calculation of the end of year liability for each person is depen-
dent on a range of factors, including a person’s civil status, his or her available tax credits, the 
amount received under TWSS and/or PUP, any top-up payments made by the employer, as well 
as other entitlements and credits, such as health expenses.  As there are considerable differences 
in each person’s tax circumstances, it is not possible to provide details of the estimated under-
charges arising from the taxation of payments under the TWSS, nor to estimate the numbers 
of individuals who may have such undercharges.  These details will not be available with any 
degree of accuracy until after the year end.

17/09/2020WRE01200Tax Code

17/09/2020WRE0130089. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the Revenue Commis-
sioners will publish its review of the operation of section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 regarding flat rate expenses; if he will consider deferring the implementation of planned 
changes that may arise until January 2022 in view of the income challenges faced by many in 
the context of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24620/20]

17/09/2020WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue conducted a comprehensive 
review of the administratively based Flat Rate Expenses (FRE) regime in 2018 and 2019.  Rev-
enue has advised that the purpose of the FRE review, which involved engagement with relevant 
representative bodies, was to ensure that the expenses granted to each employment category 
remain justified and appropriate to modern day employments and work practices.  Each cat-
egory of FRE allowance was examined separately in light of the legislative requirements of 
section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997, which provides that expenses are tax 
deductible only if they are wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred by the employee in the 
performance of the duties of his or her employment and are not reimbursed by the employer.   

Outside of the FRE regime, all employees retain their statutory right to claim a deduction 
under section 114 of the TCA 1997 in respect of an expense incurred wholly, exclusively and 
necessarily in the performance of the duties of their employment, to the extent which the ex-
penses are not reimbursed by the employer. 
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Revenue agreed to defer the implementation of any planned changes to the FRE regime, 
pending the outcome of an examination of a number of policy issues that arose during its 
review relating to the tax deductibility of expenses of employment.  This latter examination 
was carried out by the Tax Strategy Group (TSG), which is overseen by my Department and 
which met on 10 September 2020. A TSG paper that sets out the consideration of the policy 
matters that arose during Revenue’s FRE review has now been published as part of the regular 
Budget process. It is available online at: https://assets.gov.ie/86995/006fad3c-ebb5-4b0e-b067-
92f8102d6e43.pdf.

While the question of the publication of the review of flat rate expenses is a matter for 
Revenue to decide upon, given that the deliberations on the policy matters set out in the TSG 
continue, it would not be unexpected that further action in that regard might await the outcome 
of those deliberations.  Similarly, the question the timing of the introduction of any changes to 
the FRE regime is solely a matter for Revenue.

17/09/2020WRE01500Value Added Tax

17/09/2020WRE0160090. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT collected on 
feminine hygiene products annually since 2015, in tabular form; and, if he will consider ring-
fencing these moneys to fund period poverty programmes. [24670/20]

17/09/2020WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that feminine hygiene products, such as those that meet the Harmonised System 
(HS) Heading 9619 classification as per Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87, for example 
tampons and sanitary towels, are VAT zero rated in Ireland. No VAT is collected on the sale of 
these products and any VAT incurred across the supply chain is refunded. 

Other feminine hygiene products not included under the above classification are taxable. It 
is not possible to provide an estimate of the VAT collected on such sales as traders are not re-
quired to separately identify the VAT yield generated from the supply of specific product types 
or services in their VAT returns.

17/09/2020WRE01800Departmental Communications

17/09/2020WRE0190091. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or bodies work-
ing on behalf of his Department are monitoring social media for those that criticise Government 
policy. [24671/20]

17/09/2020WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that my 
Department’s Press Office manages the official social media accounts on behalf of the Depart-
ment in line with the Department’s social media policy. As part of the Press Office’s normal 
operation, both traditional print and social media are monitored for content of relevance to the 
work of my Department.

I am informed that a number of bodies under my Department’s aegis do not have social me-
dia accounts. For each of the bodies that has social media accounts, they do not have a policy 
of monitoring for criticism of government policy.

17/09/2020WRE02100Value Added Tax
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17/09/2020WRE0220092. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider applying 
for an exemption under EU legislation to levy a 0% VAT rate on cups, period underwear and 
reusable pads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24685/20]

17/09/2020WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland has applied the zero rate of 
VAT to sanitary towels and sanitary tampons since 1973.  Under the VAT Directive Ireland can 
continue to zero rate these products but cannot extend zero rating to further products, including 
newer sanitary products such as menstrual cups, menstrual panties and menstrual sponges. 

17/09/2020WRE02400Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2020WRE0250093. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
estimated annual spend by his Department using a firm (details supplied) for public relations. 
[24547/20]

17/09/2020WRE02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that my Department has no contracts with the company in question.

17/09/2020WRE02700Third Level Education

17/09/2020WRE0280094. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht if Údarás na Gaeltachta will continue to fund Gaeilge based initiatives in third-
level institutes to the same levels as previous years in view of the fact it now falls under the 
remit of her Department.  [24648/20]

17/09/2020WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Údarás na Gaeltachta, in conjunction with a number of third level institu-
tions, provides supports for research and courses of various types as they relate to the objectives 
of Údarás na Gaeltachta and the development of Gaeltacht areas. Údarás na Gaeltachta does not 
envisage any reduction in support previously supplied in this regard at this time. 

17/09/2020WRE03000Arts Policy

17/09/2020WRE0310095. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if her Department has a strategy in relation to bringing the arts back in a social 
distanced manner to the rural community; if so, her plans; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24437/20]

17/09/2020WRE03200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Government has published the Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021, the 
Plan for Living with COVID-19. This Plan sets out clearly the balance between public health, 
economic and social aspects of living with COVID-19 will operate in the short to medium term.  
It will to bring greater certainty so that society and business can move forward. 

The current Level 2 of the Roadmap  is based on a medium-term approach to managing 
risk.  At all times the priority will be to keep our schools open, while keeping people safe and 
protecting the resilience of our economy and communities.

There is new guidance for  indoor and outdoor sports  and training  together with cultural 
events in theatres and other arts events.  There is also an enhance focus on wellbeing.  The new 
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Roadmap is available at this link https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/18e18-level-2/.

The Government’s Plan includes provisions in respect of community wellbeing  that recog-
nises safe engagement in and watching of our favourite sports and cultural activities, both 
personal and collective, plays a vital role in protecting our mental health and  well-being. The 
Plan also seeks to facilitate and preserve the significant cultural and sporting landmarks in 
Irish life, both at local and national level and commits to putting  communities and counties 
at the centre of solutions for their own areas in terms of recovery.  In that context,  a refreshed 
Government Wellbeing/Together/Resilience campaign will be developed including a local cam-
paign element delivered by local authorities to promote awareness of and participation in local 
programmes, initiatives and amenities.

Furthermore, additional supports are being provided to all sectors affected by the impact of 
COVID-19, additional funding has been provided in 2020 to the arts and performance sectors 
including an additional allocation of €25m to the Arts Council, and a €5m measure to support 
live performance under the July Stimulus.

17/09/2020WRE03300Sports Funding

17/09/2020WRE0340096. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the amount of financial aid allocated to an association (details supplied) 
specifically to support community-based boxing clubs with issues arising from the Covid-19 
pandemic. [24503/20]

17/09/2020WRE03500Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): A funding package of up to €70 million was announced on 19th June to support 
the sport sector, which has been significantly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The funding 
package will be administered by Sport Ireland, which is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the development of sport.  This funding package includes;

- Funding of up to €40m for the three main field sports organisations – the FAI, the GAA 
and the IRFU.  

- a Resilience Fund of up to €10m to support the National Governing Bodies of Sport,

- a Sports Club Resilience Fund of up to €15m to support clubs, and

- a Sports Restart and Renewal Fund of up to €5m. 

The funding will be administered by Sport Ireland and will be invested through new grant 
schemes with Sport Ireland’s recognised funding partners, i.e. National Governing Bodies of 
Sport, Local Sports Partnerships and other funded sporting organisations.   

The closing date for applications to be submitted to Sport Ireland from funded organisations 
was Monday 14 September. It is anticipated that an announcement of funding allocations will 
be made by Sport Ireland in October, dependent on the level of applications received.

Sport Ireland will engage directly with the organisation mentioned by the Deputy in respect 
of grant funding for the organisation and its affiliated clubs under these grant funding schemes. 

17/09/2020WRE03600Tourism Policy
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17/09/2020WRE0370097. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if she will accept the recommendations of the recently formed Tourism Recov-
ery Taskforce and an organisation (details supplied) in their endeavour to save jobs. [24553/20]

17/09/2020WRE03800Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I have had a number of engagements with stakeholders in the Irish tourism 
sector since assuming the office of Minister with responsibility for Tourism and I am very con-
scious of the damage suffered by the sector as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Tourism 
Recovery Taskforce was appointed to prepare a Tourism Recovery Plan which will include a set 
of recommendations on how best the Irish tourism sector can adapt and recover in the changed 
tourism environment as a result of the crisis. It submitted an Initial Report at the end of June 
which informed the Government’s thinking for measures adopted as part of the July Stimulus 
package. I expect to receive its Final Recovery Plan in the coming weeks and, together with my 
colleagues in Government, I will consider its recommendations at that stage.

17/09/2020WRE03900Sports Capital Programme

17/09/2020WRE0400098. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht if a sports capital grant allocated to a sports complex (details supplied) 
in 2007 was drawn down; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24590/20]

17/09/2020WRE04100Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cathe-
rine Martin): The organisation referred to by the Deputy has been allocated a total of €210,000 
under 2 rounds of the Sports Capital Programme.  A grant of €90,000 was allocated in 2002 and 
this grant has been fully drawn down.  

The most recent grant of €120,000 was allocated in 2007 and remains fully outstanding.  
Recently, my Department and the Chief State Solicitor’s Office have been in contact with the 
organisation and their solicitors with a view to finalising the legal instruments required to allow 
the grant to be drawn down. In this regard, the organisation has been informed that the outstand-
ing matters need to be finalised before the end of this year or the grant may be withdrawn.

17/09/2020WRE04200Sports Capital Programme

17/09/2020WRE0430099. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht when details of the next sports capital programme will be announced; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24592/20]

17/09/2020WRE04400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country. The new Programme for Government commits to 
continuing the SCP and to prioritising the investment in disadvantaged areas. 

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to 
appeal the Department’s decision. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a 
total of 122 appeals were submitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals 
was completed in April with 6 new allocations approved. The priority to date this year has been 
to advance all of these projects to ensure the facilities are available for use and that the relevant 
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grants are drawn down.  

In relation to future grants, following the finalisation of the appeals process, a full Review of 
the 2018 round of the SCP was undertaken. This Review has now been complete and the terms 
and conditions of the next round of the programme will be based on the recommendations in 
the Review. Work on these terms and conditions is now being finalised and a new round of the 
programme will be open for applications before the end of the year with an announcement in 
this regard expected in the coming weeks.   

17/09/2020WRE04500Tuarascálacha Ranna

17/09/2020WRE04600100. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, Cultúir, 
Spóirt agus Gaeltachta an mbeidh a Roinn ag foilsiú na tuarascála a cuireadh le chéile maidir 
leis an gcás gnó d’Ionad Óige, Oideachais, Cultúrtha agus Spóirt ar Pháirc Ghnó Ghaoth Dob-
hair, Contae Dhún na nGall; cén dáta a bheidh an tuarascáil á foilsiú; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [24621/20]

17/09/2020WRE04700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Ar mhaithe le tacú tuilleadh le forbairt Ghaoth Dobhair - ar leas na Gaeilge 
agus gheilleagar an cheantair araon – d’iarr mo Roinn ar Údarás na Gaeltachta taighde a dhé-
anamh ar na féidearthachtaí a bhaineann le hionad a fhorbairt i nGaoth Dobhair le freastal a 
dhéanamh ar riachtanais earnáil na gcoláistí samhraidh agus an óige araon.

Tá an taighde seo á dhéanamh ar bhealach a thógann san áireamh, oiread agus is féidir, 
mianta páirtithe leasmhara agus, ach an oiread le gach togra caipitil eile de chuid an Stáit, ri-
achtanais Chód Caiteachais Phoiblí de chuid na Roinne Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe.

Agus an taighde seo críochnaithe, déanfar an fhéidearthacht maidir leis an togra a fhorbairt 
tuilleadh a mheas i gcomhthéacs an chiste airgid atá ar fáil do mo Roinn le caitheamh ar thograí 
caipitil agus na n-éileamh éagsúla ar an gciste sin. 

17/09/2020WRE04800Air Quality

17/09/2020WRE04900101. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans on ensuring appropriate ventilation in nursing homes, pubs and schools; if 
guidance will be provided for inspections and regulations on ventilation standards such as the 
use of CO2 monitors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24512/20]

17/09/2020WRE05000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
understand that the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 sets out the main provisions in 
relation to the safety health and welfare of people at work. This legislation is under the remit of 
my colleague the Minister of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and is overseen by the Health 
and Safety Authority. In addition, the Department of Health has a role in inspections and regula-
tions for healthcare buildings.

While the building regulations are within my remit, they apply to the design and construc-
tion of a new buildings (including a dwelling), the extension or material alteration to an existing 
building and certain building regulations apply to buildings undergoing a material change of 
use. Building regulations do not apply to the management, operation or maintenance of existing 
buildings or indeed ventilation systems. 

The building regulations set out minimum performance requirements in 12 parts (classified 
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as Parts A to M). Part F of the Building Regulations provides for adequate and effective ventila-
tion in buildings by limiting the moisture content of the air within the building so that it does 
not contribute to condensation and mould growth, and by limiting the concentration of harmful 
pollutants in the air within the building. The associated Technical Guidance Document F pro-
vides guidance on how to achieve these requirements. Part F & TGD F were revised in 2019 
and there are no plans for a further revision at this point. 

17/09/2020WRE05100National Monuments

17/09/2020WRE05200102. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will inform the OPW and investigate the findings of a mass grave that was discovered 
recently by archaeologists on the battlefield of Vinegar Hill, Enniscorthy, County Wexford; and 
if he will instruct the OPW to preserve and mark the area as a national monument. [24552/20]

17/09/2020WRE05300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I assume the Deputy is referring to an archaeological survey undertaken in 2017 on behalf of 
Wexford County Council to further assess the findings of a previous survey and to determine 
the presence or otherwise of additional archaeological features associated with the Vinegar Hill 
battlefield site. The survey was licenced by my Department under the National Monuments 
Acts. 

The survey report identified a number of intercutting pits which, according to the specialist 
geophysicist, may be indicative of quarrying or other activity. However, it did not adduce any 
substantive evidence of the existence of mass burials associated with the 1798 Rebellion or 
otherwise. Any proposals for development on the site in the future would, of course, be subject 
to further archaeological assessment and investigation. 

17/09/2020WRE05400Offshore Exploration

17/09/2020WRE05500103. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if local authorities will be instructed to consult with all stakeholders when issuing 
exploratory offshore licences to national or international companies particularly local fishing 
communities and local businesses. [24531/20]

17/09/2020WRE05600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
respect to issuing of and consultation on exploratory offshore licenses the local authorities have 
no functions in this regard.  Functional responsibility of the local authorities ends at the high 
water mark and the seaward side out to 12 nautical miles is a shared responsibility, depending 
on the activity being licensed, between myself and the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Ma-
rine under the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended.

17/09/2020WRE05700Local Authority Funding

17/09/2020WRE05800104. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when local authorities will be informed of the funding to be provided to compensate them 
for the loss of income suffered from the rates remission given to certain businesses in 2020 due 
to Covid-19; if the compensation will be 100% of the income loss incurred by the local authori-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24546/20]

17/09/2020WRE05900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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Local authorities have a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes.  An initial three-month waiver of rates for businesses forced to close business due to 
COVID-19, was announced in May.  In order to enhance the supports available for enterprise, 
and in recognition of the fact that not only were many ratepayers forced to close business due to 
the public health requirements, but many that remained open suffered significant reductions in 
turnover, the waiver was extended from three to six months, running until 27 September 2020.  
The categories of eligible enterprise have also been expanded somewhat. A 100% waiver will 
be applied to all businesses with the exception of a small number of categories. The rationale 
for the exclusion of certain categories of ratepayers is that their operations were not as severely 
impacted by the pandemic, coupled with the need to direct resources appropriately. To support 
both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been allocated by 
Government to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates for six months for eligible busi-
nesses, which will take the form of a credit in lieu of rates.

This allocation will cover the expected loss in rates income, as estimated by local authori-
ties, for the period of the waiver. Local authorities will receive an initial proportional share of 
the available funding in the coming weeks. The remaining allocation shall be assigned based 
upon certified financial returns for each local authority detailing the total amount of credit in 
lieu of commercial rates applied to ratepayer accounts, during the period 27 March to 27 Sep-
tember 2020. 

17/09/2020WRF00200Home Loan Scheme

17/09/2020WRF00300105. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the credit criteria for inclusion in the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme, for example, 
if a previously defaulted credit card is grounds for refusal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24588/20]

17/09/2020WRF00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is designed to enable credit-worthy first-time buyers to ac-
cess sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range. The scheme is targeted at first-time buyers who have access to an adequate deposit and 
have the capacity to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for 
them to purchase their first home.

As part of the application process for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme, appli-
cants must:

- consent to an Irish Credit Bureau search; and

- provide evidence of all existing borrowings, with 12-month up-to-date loan statements.

Applicants with a poor record of repayments for credit cards etc are unlikely to secure ap-
proval for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.  However, the final decision on loan approval is 
a matter for each local authority and its Credit Committee on a case-by-case basis.

Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in accordance with the statutory 
credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure consistency of treatment for all appli-
cants.  Loan applicants who are dissatisfied with a loan application decision of a local authority 
Credit Committee may appeal that decision to the local authority. Details of the appeals process 
can be obtained from the relevant local authority.
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17/09/2020WRF00500Vacant Sites

17/09/2020WRF00600106. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of vacant site tax collected annually by each local authority in each of the years 
between 1 Jan 2017 and 31 Dec 2019, in tabular form. [24673/20]

17/09/2020WRF00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, plan-
ning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of the market valuation of 
relevant properties which were listed on local authority vacant site registers in 2018, which 
relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019. The rate of the levy increased to 7% for 
sites listed on local authority vacant sites register from 2019 onwards which site owners became 
liable to pay in January 2020.

My Department proactively engages with local authorities with a view to ensuring that the 
vacant site levy achieves its full potential in terms of bringing concerned sites into productive 
use. In this regard, the Department issued Circular Letter PL 08/2020 on 9 June 2020 request-
ing the submission of a further progress report on the implementation of the levy by each local 
authority.

The Department received a return from each of the 31 local authorities which indicated that 
as of 31 May 2020 there were 352 sites listed on local authority registers. 

Under the levy provisions, 2019 was the first year that local authorities could issue a de-
mand for payment of the levy. The 2019 demand was in respect of sites on the registers in 2018.

The below table sets out the information available in relation to the specific request:

Planning Authority 3% Levy Liability 2019 €  payments collected 2019
Carlow 0.00 0.00
Cavan 0.00 0.00
Clare 0.00 0.00
Cork   County* 380,910.00 0.00
Cork   City 0.00 0.00
Dun   Laoghaire-Rathdown 0.00 0.00
Donegal 14,611.95 0.00
Dublin City 2,935,650.00 640,950.00
Fingal 14,400.00 0.00
Galway   City 0.00 0.00
Galway   County 0.00 0.00
Kerry 0.00 0.00
Kildare 0.00 0.00
Kilkenny 151,800.00 72,900.00
Laois 0.00 0.00
Leitrim 0.00 0.00
Limerick 0.00 0.00
Longford 2,250.00 0.00
Louth 0.00 0.00
Mayo 0.00 0.00
Meath 0.00 0.00
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Planning Authority 3% Levy Liability 2019 €  payments collected 2019
Monaghan 0.00 0.00
Offaly 0.00 0.00
Roscommon 0.00 0.00
Sligo 0.00 0.00
South Dublin 132,600.00 0.00
Tipperary 0.00 0.00
Waterford 255,365.58 3,645.00
Westmeath 0.00 0.00
Wexford 12,000.00 0.00
Wicklow 300,000.00 165,000.00
Total 4,199,587.53 882,495.00
* Following the issuing of demands, 5 sites with a levy liability of €87,960 were transferred 

from Cork County Council to Cork City Council as part of the Boundary re-alignment. 

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all 
outstanding levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will 
be a cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each 
year that a site remains vacant or idle and in respect of which levy liability is not paid. Local 
authorities are currently in the process of implementing debt recovery procedures to recoup ar-
rears due.

The levy is not intended to be a revenue generating measure with the proceeds accruing to 
the relevant local authority rather than the Exchequer.  The levy proceeds generated are spe-
cifically intended to be used by local authorities for the provision of housing and regeneration 
development in the local area in which vacant sites are located.  No more than 10% of the levy 
monies received by planning authorities may be used on their administration costs in collecting 
the levy.  

17/09/2020WRF00800Tenant Purchase Scheme

17/09/2020WRF00900107. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the current legislative and policy position of his Department with respect to the issue of 
tenant purchase among the approved housing body sector. [24682/20]

17/09/2020WRF01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the 
current Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme, which came into operation on 1 January 2016, 
which allows local authorities to sell local authority owned dwellings to existing social housing 
tenants. The Scheme does not extend to houses owned by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).

Under the terms of the various funding schemes supporting the delivery of social housing 
by AHBs, AHBs are the legal owners of the properties and must make them available for social 
renting for the duration of the mortgage or, as the case may be, the availability agreement. 

Section 45 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 does provide for the sale by 
local authorities and AHBs of designated new houses to eligible households, subject to specified 
terms and conditions set down in the Act and the associated Housing (Incremental Purchase) 
Regulations 2010 (S.I. 252 of 2010). However, any such sales would have to be progressed by 
the AHBs in conjunction with the relevant local authority concerned. Neither my Department 
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or myself has any role in the process.

 There are currently no plans to introduce a general  tenant purchase scheme, analogous to 
the 2015 Scheme in operation for local authority tenants, for tenants of houses owned by AHBs.   

17/09/2020WRF01100Emigrant Support Services

17/09/2020WRF01200108. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the estimated cost 
of increasing the budget for the emigrant support programme by 12.5%; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24578/20]

17/09/2020WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) provides funding to non-profit organisations 
and projects to support our most vulnerable emigrants overseas, to strengthen Irish communi-
ties abroad and to facilitate the development of closer and more strategic links between Ireland 
and the global Irish.

The budget for the programme in 2020 is €12.595 million and is a demonstration of the 
Government commitment to our people abroad.

An increase of 12.5% in the budget for the Emigrant Support Programme would cost 
€1,574,375.

17/09/2020WRF01400Defence Forces Personnel

17/09/2020WRF01500109. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Defence if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a former member of the Defence Forces (details supplied) applied to the 
Army Pensions Board for a disability pension in December 2018; when the applicant will be 
called for medical examination; when the case will be processed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24686/20]

17/09/2020WRF01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the Army Pensions Acts 1923-
1980 a disability pension or gratuity may, following retirement, be granted to a former member 
of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) for permanent disablement due to a wound or injury 
attributable to military service (whether at home or abroad)  or to a disease attributable to, or 
aggravated by, overseas service with a United Nations Force.  

I can confirm that a claim under the Acts has been received from the person in question. The 
application and administration process of such claims can take some time to complete.  This is 
due to the nature of the claims, whereby service and particular events across an individual’s ca-
reer in the Defence Forces must first be verified and investigated, and then the individual must 
be examined and assessed medically.

The award and rate of a disability pension or gratuity depends on the degree of disablement 
and whether it is attributable to military service.  This is assessed by the Army Pensions Board 
(APB), which is an independent statutory Board appointed under the Army Pensions Acts to 
investigate applications for pensions, allowances and gratuities under the Acts and to report to 
the Minister thereon.  The Board determines the question of attributability to military service in 
each case; assesses the degree of disability; and reports its findings to the Department.  

Due to the public health emergency the APB suspended its hearings in March 2020 in the in-
terests of safety of applicants and Board members; however, my Department has been informed 
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by the Chairman of the Board that sittings are due to recommence next week.  

Claims for disability pension are dealt with in accordance with the date of receipt of ap-
plication.  Once the Board is in a position to investigate the claim in the case of the individual 
in question, the Secretary of the Board will contact the applicant to arrange an appointment for 
medical examination.  The cessation of APB activities for public health reasons will, unfortu-
nately, mean some further delays will be experienced for claimants. 

When a final decision has been made on the rate of disability pension or gratuity to be 
paid, my Department will make the necessary arrangements for payment.   In this regard the 
Deputy may wish to note that in the event of a disability pension being awarded, payment is 
made from the date of discharge from the Defence Forces. 

As the applicant in question has received compensation from another source for the same 
injury/condition the provisions of Section 13(2) of the Army Pension Act, 1923 as amended will 
be relevant in this case.  Section 13(2) provides that any alternative compensation received by 
the applicant may be taken into consideration in fixing the level of disability pension or gratu-
ity that might otherwise be awarded for the same injury or medical condition. The underlying 
objective of Section 13(2) is to take into consideration compensation paid ‘on the double’ for 
the same disablement.       

Finally, I understand that the person in question was recently in contact with my Department 
and that an official has explained the position regarding the application.  

17/09/2020WRF01700National Educational Psychological Service

17/09/2020WRF01800110. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the breakdown of employ-
ees of NEPS including grades and locations, in tabular form. [24450/20]

17/09/2020WRF01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following tabular statement gives 
details of the professional and administrative staff on a regional basis at the National Educa-
tional Psychological Service (NEPS) as at the 31st August 2020.

Region Director Reg Dir Senior Psych Edu Psych Admin
Head Office 1 0 1 0 8
Dublin Re-
gion

0 1 6 24 2

Dublin Mid 
Leinster 
Region

0 1 7 31 4

South West-
ern Region

0 1 4 22 3

North East-
ern Region

0 1 5 14 4

North West 
North Mid-
lands Region

0 1 4 17 3

South East 
South Mid-
lands Region

0 1 6 23 5
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Region Director Reg Dir Senior Psych Edu Psych Admin
Mid Munster 
Region

0 1 6 21 3

Western Re-
gion

0 1 4 18 2

TOTAL 1 8 43 170 34
 

17/09/2020WRF02000National Educational Psychological Service

17/09/2020WRF02100111. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the number of vacancies 
currently open in NEPS. [24451/20]

17/09/2020WRF02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): There are currently13 vacancies to be 
filled at the National Educational Psychological Service arising from retirements/resignations 
and 17 additional positions to be filled to assist the organisation in providing a service to school 
pupils who are experiencing difficulties arising from the restrictive measures that have been 
necessitated as a result of COVID 19.

My Department engaged the Public Appointments Service (PAS) in 2019 to conduct a re-
cruitment competition which formed regional panels in order that candidates could be made 
offers of appointment. Some of the panels were exhausted in 2020 and the PAS were requested 
to hold a further competition. Interviews were completed in August 2020 which resulted in 
further regional panels being formed. The panels will be referred to by the PAS with a view to 
making offers of appointment.##  

17/09/2020WRF02300National Educational Psychological Service

17/09/2020WRF02400112. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the number of NEPS as-
sessments deferred in 2020 in view of restrictions due to Covid-19; and the alternative arrange-
ments put in place to fulfil same. [24453/20]

17/09/2020WRF02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): At the outset, I would like to set out the 
model of assessment in place to ensure children receive the supports needed. In 2017 my De-
partment introduced a new model to support pupils with special educational needs. This means 
schools are now front-loaded with additional teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, 
rather than requiring an assessment to allow them to apply for additional resources.  This reduc-
es the administrative burden on schools as schools no longer complete an application process 
annually to apply for newly enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children 
who need support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for an 
assessment or diagnosis from external professionals.

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) of my Department delivers a 
tiered, consultative model of service. Schools are supported to put in place a continuum of 
support which encompasses, universal best practices for all, early and targeted intervention for 
some pupils at risk and more intensive and individualised supports for pupils with more com-
plex and enduring needs. NEPS supports schools at a system level in relation to best practices 
at each level and provides an individual casework response for those with the greatest needs. 
In this model the school takes responsibility for initial identification, assessment, educational 
planning and intervention for pupils with emerging difficulties including those with develop-
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mental delay. Where, following initial school based intervention, difficulties persist or a pupil 
is not making the expected progress, they may request the involvement of a NEPS psychologist 
to assist with further assessment and intervention planning and monitoring for the pupil. This 
system allows psychologists to build capacity at school community level while giving early at-
tention to the most complex cases. This model aims to help many more children indirectly than 
could be seen individually.

From the outset of this pandemic my Department has been proactive in supporting schools 
through the development of advice and guidance to support the wellbeing of school communi-
ties.   On the ground at local level NEPS has continued to remotely deliver  a psychological 
service to schools which has included to the extent possible continuance of support and advice 
in relation to concerns regarding individual pupils.  As schools reopen  NEPS psychologists 
will continue to work directly with schools at local level to identify and respond to priority 
needs including individual casework.  In Phase 1 (first half term) of the return to school NEPS 
is providing a service to all schools with a focus on wellbeing. NEPS psychologists are connect-
ing with each school, listening to their needs and engaging in initial planning with schools on 
how best to respond. It is important that children and young people are supported to experience 
a successful transition back to school, recognising that transition is a process over time rather 
than a once-off event. In order to support needs an additional 17 NEPS psychologists are being 
appointed and will be deployed nationally. 

17/09/2020WRF02600School Transport

17/09/2020WRF02700113. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if school transport for a child 
(details supplied) will be reviewed; the status of same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24464/20]

17/09/2020WRF02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme children are eligible 
for school transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their 
nearest school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and lan-
guage. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who completed the application pro-
cess on time are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been fa-
cilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.

Bus Éireann, who operate school transport on behalf of my Department, has advised that 
the child referred to by the Deputy is not eligible for school transport under the terms of my 
Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme as they are not attending their closest school. 
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Bus Éireann has also confirmed that payment for transport was received on 10/09/2020 and a 
refund will be issued to the family in due course.

17/09/2020WRF02900School Transport

17/09/2020WRF03000114. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 602 of 8 September 2020, when a bus ticket will issue to a person (details sup-
plied). [24457/20]

17/09/2020WRF03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  
All children who are eligible for school transport and who applied and paid by the deadline 
have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation.  

The School Transport Scheme Family Portal was temporarily closed for applications and 
payments on the 20th August 2020.  This temporary closure was necessary to complete the 
work required to issue tickets to families who at that time remained due to be allocated a ticket 
for school transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.  

The School Transport Scheme Family Portal has now re-opened.  However, parents/guard-
ians making an application/payment at this time for the 2020/2021 school year are reminded 
that the closing date for payments for the 20/21 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  

While it is possible to submit a payment, payments made at this time are now late. Late ap-
plicants and/or families who pay late are not guaranteed a seat and will only be allocated a seat 
if capacity is available once seats are allocated to those families who applied and paid on time 
for transport services for the 2020/2021 school year. 

In addition, payments for Post-Primary seats completed or made after 4th August 2020 will 
be only considered when 50% capacity, required by new Covid19 public health guidelines, is 
achieved on each route. The timeframe for this will vary from route to route and may take a 
number of weeks to complete. 

Bus Éireann has advised that while the family have changed the address on their family 
portal account on 11/09/20 they have not made an application on this account for the school 
year 20/21 from their new address. The family will need to amend this on their family portal 
account and once this has been completed, Bus Éireann will assess the application and advise 
the family of the outcome.

17/09/2020WRF03200Covid-19 Pandemic

17/09/2020WRF03300115. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Education if the roll out of a national 
information campaign will be considered targeted at parents of primary school children with 
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regard to Covid-19 symptoms and the necessary steps in cases in which a parent identifies po-
tential symptoms (details supplied). [24470/20]

17/09/2020WRF03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published a suite of 
helpful guidance for the safe and sustainable reopening of schools in line with public health 
advice including guidance on COVID-19 Response Plans for schools. As part of this guidance 
there is specific guidance for students and their families, available at. www.gov.ie/en/publica-
tion/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/.

My Department has up to date information on what to do if your child has symptoms of 
coronavirus, how to get urgent medical help if your child is unwell and how to protect your 
child from the coronavirus can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/40e9c-protecting-
your-child-from-coronavirus/.

Resources and materials for parents/guardians and for students on returning to school are 
available in a range of languages, www.gov.ie/en/publication/0cf46-resources-and-materials-
for-parentsguardians-and-for-students-on-returning-to-school-multi-lingual/ 

My Department has also developed and prepared a comprehensive response to supporting 
the wellbeing of school communities at this time. NEPS will work with schools to support them 
to meet the needs of their pupils/students on their return to school.  Information on the wellbe-
ing of school communities can be accessed via gov.ie - Wellbeing resources.

All pupils/students returning to school should follow the arrangements in place in schools 
which will be in line with the public health guidelines for schools to protect themselves and to 
minimise risk of transmission.  Schools will support pupils/students in making a full return to 
school and to enable them to engage productively in learning in school.

17/09/2020WRF03500State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF03600116. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the case of a student (details supplied) whose leaving certificate calculated grades 
were downgraded by one grade in six of their seven higher level subjects; if she is satisfied that 
this student has not been unfairly disadvantaged by the calculated grades system, particularly in 
view of the fact that 85% of their grades were downgraded compared to a national average of 
17%; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24494/20]

17/09/2020WRF03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

The design of the Calculated Grades model was informed by advice from a Technical Work-
ing Group comprising experts drawn from the State Examinations Commission, the Inspector-
ate of the Department of Education and Skills, the Educational Research Centre and interna-
tional external expertise. 

The focus of the Calculated Grades process has at all times been on the student and not on 
the system and my recent decision, announced on 1 September, to remove the school-by-school 
historical data from the national standardisation process underpins this commitment, ensuring 
that the performance of this cohort of students is not constrained by how their school has his-
torically performed at Leaving Certificate. 

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order (the student’s place in the 
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class group) for each student’s subjects.  We know from research that teachers are very good at 
making judgements about their students in the local context of the school.  Schools approached 
this task in a very professional manner, in line with detailed guidelines about the process, but 
inevitably some schools were overly harsh in their estimations while others were overly gener-
ous. This is to be expected given that there is no national standard on which to base an estimated 
mark.  But to be fair to the class of 2020, the teacher judgements made at the level of the school 
had to be adjusted so that a common national standard was applied.  

The process of national standardisation was applied to the school information in order to 
ensure comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the national stan-
dard.  This standardising process happens every year and would have happened in 2020 had the 
Leaving Certificate examinations been run as normal.   The standardisation process applied 
across all subject and levels.  The adjustments that occurred through standardisation resulted 
in the school estimates staying the same or being revised upwards or downwards. The degree 
to which mark changes occurred related to the degree of over or underestimation in the school 
estimates for each subject and each level.  This means that some students experienced mark 
changes from the school estimates but no changes to the grades based on the school estimates; 
while others will have experienced marks changes from the teacher estimates leading to grade 
changes in one or more of their subjects.  

The overall data on school estimated marks showed that there was a very significant rise in 
estimated grades against what would normally be achieved nationally. This level of grade in-
crease based on the school estimates would have been unrealistic. For example, based on the 
school data there would have been 13.8% H1 grades this year when in a normal year there is 
5.8%. Even with the standardisation process the rate of H1s this year is over 9%.    

In the absence of the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2020 every effort has been made to 
make the system as fair as possible for as many students a possible. The statistical model used 
was blind to demographic characteristics (e.g. school type, student gender, etc.) either at the 
level of the student or the school.   The standardisation process means that the same standard 
has been applied uniformly across all schools  his means anyone using the certificate to make a 
judgement between two people who hold this certificate, either now or in the future, can place 
equal value on the same grade in the same subject, without regard to where they went to school, 
as they would in a normal year.

While some students will be disappointed at the results they have achieved, this is the case 
every year when the Leaving Certificate results are published. It may be more difficult for 
students to understand when they see the estimated mark from the school has been adjusted 
downwards. 

The standardisation model has been subject to a high degree of human oversight by the 
National Standardisation Group with a number of safeguards built in to ensure fair results for 
students.

Technical details of the Calculated Grades model and standardisation process were pub-
lished on the date of issue of the results and are available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/2ed9b-leaving-certificate-2020-calculated-grades-technical-reports/.

17/09/2020WRF03800State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF03900117. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the breakdown of the 
number of leaving certificate students in 2020 who received results downgrades through the 
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standardisation process in 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 subjects, respectively; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24505/20]

17/09/2020WRF04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations. The purpose of this process 
is to allow as many students as possible to progress to employment, further education and train-
ing, or higher education in a way that is fair and equitable to all Leaving Certificate students.

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order (the student’s place in the 
class group) for each student’s subjects.  We know from research that teachers are very good at 
making judgements about their students in the local context of the school.  

The process of national standardisation was applied to the school information in order to 
ensure comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the national stan-
dard.  It is important to note that, unlike in other jurisdictions, the starting point for the standar-
disation process was the estimated percentage marks provided by the school.  

The adjustments that occurred through standardisation resulted in the school estimates stay-
ing the same or being revised upwards or downwards. While the estimated marks have been 
subject to a process of adjustment to ensure fairness and comparability across schools, the 
national standardisation process operated on the premise that the school estimates should only 
be adjusted through the standardisation process where there was credible statistical evidence to 
justify changing them.  

Following the standardisation process, the estimated percentage mark was converted to a 
calculated mark and subsequently, a calculated grade which was provided to students on 7   
September. It is only at this point that students were awarded a grade therefore, it is not accu-
rate to state that student(s) were downgraded, or upgraded, through the standardisation process.  
Rather the grade that was awarded following the standardisation process is the grade for the 
2020 Leaving Certificate (Calculated Grades.  

The degree to which mark changes occurred related to the degree of over or underestima-
tion in the school estimates for each subject and each level.  This means that some students 
experienced mark changes from the school estimates but no changes to the grades based on the 
school estimates; while others will have experienced changes to the marks leading to a change 
in the grade that would have been awarded based on the school estimates in one or more of their 
subjects.  

In terms of the grades awarded, there has been no change of grade in 79.2% of cases, with 
83.1% of all grades either the same or higher than the school estimates while 16.9% of grades 
are lower. More detailed statistics are available on my Department’s website at: https://www.
education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2020-press-releases/PR20-09-07.html.

Of the students due to take examinations in the Leaving Certificate (including the Leaving 
Certificate Vocational) programme, the data requested on the number of students whose grades 
were different to those that would have been awarded based on the school estimates are set out 
in the following tables.  It should be noted that some students had grades which were higher 
than the school estimates in some subjects and lower in others.  

Number of grades which were lower than the school estimates by student 
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Number of grades per stu-
dent 

Number of students Proportion of total student 
cohort

0 19,596 34.0
1 18,584 32.3
2 11,663 20.2
3 5,288 9.2
4 1,885 3.3
5 488 0.8
6 83 0.1
7+ 11 0.0
Total 57598 100.0

Number of grades which were higher than the school estimates by student 

Number of grades per stu-
dent 

Number of students Proportion of total student 
cohort

0 44572 77.4
1 10842 18.8
2 1843 3.2
3 297 0.5
4 38 0.1
5 6 0.0
Total 57598 100.0

17/09/2020WRF04100State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF04200118. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education if she will broaden 
the grounds for appeal with regard to the calculated grades process, in order that students can 
appeal the actual grades they received rather than simply checking for clerical errors in the 
transfer of grades data, particularly as it is the first time the calculated grades model has been 
used in Ireland and as such it has not been tested; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24506/20]

17/09/2020WRF04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The results of the Leaving Certificate 
2020 Calculated Grades were made available to all students who opted to receive them at 9.00 
am on 7 September via the Calculated Grades Student Portal. I would like to congratulate all 
students for their achievements in what has been a very trying time for them due to the impact 
of COVID-19 on their education.

The Calculated Grades Student Portal has reopened on 14 September at 9.00 am to allow 
students to view their estimated percentage mark and calculated mark. Students may wish to 
have access to and consider this data if they are considering an appeal of their Calculated Grade. 

Students who are disappointed with the Calculated Grades they have received in one or 
more subjects will have the opportunity to submit an appeal. 

The appeals process is a process review focussed on looking for errors in the transmission 
and processing of student data through the process. 
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It is not possible to appeal the information (estimated percentage mark or rank order) pro-
vided by the school.  Due to the nature of the Calculated Grades system the professional judge-
ment of the school is outside of the appeals process. 

It should further be noted that the design of the statistical model and the application of the 
national standardisation process is also outside of the scope of the appeals process.  

The appeals process has opened on 14 September and students can access this via the Cal-
culated Grades Student Portal. Students will have until 5.00 pm on 16 September to submit an 
appeal.

The appeal process will include three stages:

Stage 1: Checks will be undertaken on the forms completed by the school and that the infor-
mation was transferred correctly from the forms to the data collection system.

Stage 2: There will be a review to ensure that the data was correctly received and processed 
through the systems used in the national standardisation process conducted by the Department. 

Data checks will include a check to ensure that the rank order of the class group for the sub-
ject and level taken has been preserved in the standardisation process and that students placed 
on the same school-estimated mark in the same subject and at the same level taken by the school 
are conferred with the same calculated mark.

Stages 1 and 2 will be taken together.

Stage 3: Students unhappy with the outcome of the above process can invoke a separate 
process to have their appeal reviewed by independent Appeals Scrutineers. These Scrutineers 
are independent of the Department.

The Independent Appeals Scrutineers will check to ensure the correct procedures were fol-
lowed throughout the appeals process. The Scrutineers will have access to the records and 
documentation considered at Stages 1 and 2.  

Students who consider that their case has not been processed correctly can make a com-
plaint to the Ombudsman or, in the case of students under 18 years of age, the Ombudsman for 
Children.

If following the appeals process students remain dissatisfied with the outcome, students will 
be able to sit the 2020 written Leaving Certificate exams. Subject to health advice, these will 
begin on 16 November. Further details about these exams will be provided by the State Exami-
nations Commission (SEC) at a later stage. Those who sit the examinations will be credited 
with the higher subject grade achieved between the Calculated Grade and the written exam. 

17/09/2020WRF04400Covid-19 Pandemic

17/09/2020WRF04500119. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education if there is a Covid-19 plan in 
place for schools for the remainder of 2020 in relation to pupils going to the yard at their break 
times. [24507/20]

17/09/2020WRF04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published a suite of 
helpful guidance for the safe and sustainable reopening of schools. Each school is required to 
have a COVID-19 Response Plan for the safe operation through the prevention, early detection 
and control of COVID-19 in line with public health advice. This guidance is focused on the 
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practical steps schools must take to minimise the risk of transmission of infection and includes 
key measures such as physical distancing. 

In order to facilitate physical distancing in primary schools, pupils and their teachers may be 
sorted into ‘Class Bubbles’ and ‘Pods’. A ‘Class Bubble’ is a class grouping which stays apart 
from other classes as much as possible. The objective is to limit contact and sharing of common 
facilities between people in different Class Bubbles (and Pods within those Class Bubbles) as 
much as possible, rather than to avoid all contact between Pods, as this will not always be pos-
sible.

Whenever possible, pupils and teaching staff should consistently be in the same Class Bub-
bles. Different Class Bubbles should have separate breaks and mealtimes or occupy separate 
areas at break or mealtimes. Movement of staff members between Class Bubbles should be 
limited as much as possible.

While recognising that each school is different in terms of location, physical layout and 
available space, school themselves are best placed to decide on appropriate changes necessary 
to maintain physical distancing. 

17/09/2020WRF04700State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF04800120. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 74 of 30 July 2020, the latest contingency planning commenced in relation to 
leaving certificate 2021; if greater certainty will be provided to leaving certificate 2021 students 
regarding practical subjects and the format of exams in June 2021; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24533/20]

17/09/2020WRF04900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): On 21 August, I announced a series of 
changes that would be made to assessment arrangements for both Junior Cycle and Leaving 
Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement was accompanied by a published docu-
ment detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certifi-
cate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap for the Full Return to School.

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures will

have affected students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the adjust-
ments put in place will play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall structure 
of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments have been arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC) 
and the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders. Ad-
ditionally, briefs for coursework for subjects, including practical subjects, will be issued at least 
a month earlier in the school year to provide certainty for students.

These changes to the national assessment arrangements have been made with due regard 
for the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and 
examinations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons. 
The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and schools.

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education and Returning 



Questions - Written Answers

64

to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers. All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

17/09/2020WRF05000School Transport

17/09/2020WRF05100121. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education if Bus Éireann has issued 
or allocated tickets to date for the 2020/2021 school year to over 97,000 children on the primary 
and post-primary school transport schemes, including tickets for over 26,200 concessionary ap-
plicants, as outlined during a Topical Issue debate on 8 September 2020 (details supplied); the 
way in which it compares to the same period in 2018 and 2019; if she expects in the order of 
120,000 children to be accommodated on school bus transport in 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24536/20]

17/09/2020WRF05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  
All children who are eligible for school transport and who applied and paid by the deadline 
have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation. 

I can confirm that to date, 97,644 tickets have been issued to students on primary and post 
primary school transport services. Of this 97,644, 70,972 tickets have been allocated  to eli-
gible pupils while 26,672 tickets have been allocated  to ineligible pupils.  In addition, School 
Transport services are being provided for over 14,500 children with special educational needs. 

Details of tickets issued in September 2018 and September 2019 are below.

Year (September) Mainstream Eligible Mainstream Ineligi-
ble (Concessionary)

Mainstream Total

2018 73,953 27,474 101,427
2019 74,514 29,520 103,764
As the above figures relate to  tickets allocated in September of each year they would not 

have been the total figures for the school year as these figures would have been subject to in-
crease throughout the school year as Bus Éireann continued to allocate tickets where capacity 
existed on services. 

17/09/2020WRF05300State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF05400122. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education if a candidate has to appeal 
the calculated grade in a subject in order to be able to sit the exam in that particular subject in 
November 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24537/20]

17/09/2020WRF05500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.
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In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

17/09/2020WRF05600School Transport

17/09/2020WRF05700123. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education if school transport will be 
provided to a pupil (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24579/20]

17/09/2020WRF05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Department. In the 2019/2020 school year over 
120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, were trans-
ported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout 
the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  
All children who are eligible for school transport and who applied and paid by the deadline 
have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation.  

The School Transport Scheme Family Portal was temporarily closed for applications and 
payments on the 20th August 2020.  This temporary closure was necessary to complete the 
work required to issue tickets to families who at that time remained due to be allocated a ticket 
for school transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.  

The School Transport Scheme Family Portal has now re-opened.  However, parents/guard-
ians making an application/payment at this time for the 2020/2021 school year are reminded 
that the closing date for payments for the 2020/21 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  

Bus Eireann has confirmed that payment for ticket for the child referred to by the Deputy 
was received on the 11th September 2020 for the 2020/2021 school year and such their pay-
ment is late. However as there is capacity on this service, a ticket will issue to the pupil in the 
coming days. 

17/09/2020WRF05900State Examinations

17/09/2020WRF06000124. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the way in which the class 
ranking applied to students grades, particularly for students who switched schools in their se-
nior cycle; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24581/20]

17/09/2020WRF06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

The design of the Calculated Grades model was informed by advice from a Technical Work-
ing Group comprising experts drawn from the State Examinations Commission, the Inspector-
ate of the Department of Education and Skills, the Educational Research Centre and interna-
tional external expertise. 
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The focus of the Calculated Grades process has at all times been on the student and not on 
the system and my recent decision, announced on 1 September, to remove the school-by-school 
historical data from the national standardisation process underpins this commitment, ensuring 
that the performance of this cohort of students is not constrained by how their school has his-
torically performed at Leaving Certifica

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order (the student’s place in the 
class group) for each student’s subjects.  We know from research that teachers are very good at 
making judgements about their students in the local context of the school.  Schools approached 
this task in a very professional manner, in line with detailed guidelines about the process, but 
inevitably some schools were overly harsh in their estimations while others were overly gener-
ous. This is to be expected given that there is no national standard on which to base an estimated 
mark.  But to be fair to the class of 2020, the teacher judgements made at the level of the school 
had to be adjusted so that a common national standard was applied.  

The process of national standardisation was applied to the school information in order to 
ensure comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the national stan-
dard.  This standardising process happens every year and would have happened in 2020 had the 
Leaving Certificate examinations been run as normal.   The standardisation process applied 
across all subject and levels.  The adjustments that occurred through standardisation resulted 
in the school estimates staying the same or being revised upwards or downwards. The degree 
to which mark changes occurred related to the degree o over or underestimation in the school 
estimates for each subject and each level.  This means that some students experienced mark 
changes from the school estimates but no changes to the grades based on the school estimates; 
while others will have experienced marks changes from the teacher estimates leading to grade 
changes in one or more of their subjects.  

The overall data on school estimated marks showed that there was a very significant rise in 
estimated grades against what would normally be achieved nationally. This level of grade in-
crease based on the school estimates would have been unrealistic. For example, based on the 
school data there would have been 13.8% H1 grades this year when in a normal year there is 
5.8%. Even with the standardisation process the rate of H1s this year is over 9%.    

In the absence of the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2020 every effort has been made to 
make the system as fair as possible for as many students a possible. The statistical model used 
was blind to demographic characteristics (e.g. school type, student gender, etc.) either at the 
level of the student or the school.   The standardisation process means that the same standard 
has been applied uniformly across all schools  his means anyone using the certificate to make a 
judgement between two people who hold this certificate, either now or in the future, can place 
equal value on the same grade in the same subject, without regard to where they went to school, 
as they would in a normal year.

While some students will be disappointed at the results they have achieved, this is the case 
every year when the Leaving Certificate results are published. It may be more difficult for 
students to understand when they see the estimated mark from the school has been adjusted 
downwards. 

The standardisation model has been subject to a high degree of human oversight by the 
National Standardisation Group with a number of safeguards built in to ensure fair results for 
students.

Technical details of the Calculated Grades model and standardisation process were pub-
lished on the date of issue of the results and are available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/2ed9b-leaving-certificate-2020-calculated-grades-technical-reports/.
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17/09/2020WRG00200School Transport

17/09/2020WRG00300125. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education if school transport for 
three children (details supplied) will be expedited; and the reason for the delay. [24589/20]

17/09/2020WRG00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. 

In the 2019/2020 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from 
school of children with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability. 

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest school that is resourced to meet their special educational needs.   Eli-
gibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Education 
through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).  

The children referred to by the Deputy are eligible for school transport under the terms of 
the above scheme, and I am pleased to advise that a service to cater for the pupils referred to by 
the Deputy commenced on the 14th September 2020.

17/09/2020WRG00500Schools Building Projects

17/09/2020WRG00600126. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education when a proposed building 
project (details supplied) will proceed to the next stage; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24604/20]

17/09/2020WRG00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm that my Department is 
in receipt of an application for capital funding, under the Additional School Accommodation 
(ASA) scheme, from the school authority referred to by the Deputy.  Supplementary informa-
tion has been requested from the school authority and once this has been received, and the as-
sessment completed, a decision will be conveyed directly to the school authority.

17/09/2020WRG00800School Facilities

17/09/2020WRG00900127. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education the progress to date in re-
spect of the provision of new facilities at a school (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24606/20]

17/09/2020WRG01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm that the school authority 
referred to by the Deputy has made an application to my Department for capital funding for ad-
ditional school accommodation.  The application is currently being assessed and a decision will 
be conveyed to the school authority shortly. 
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17/09/2020WRG01100School Staff

17/09/2020WRG01200128. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Education when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a teaching number to allow them to take-up offered employment. [24612/20]

17/09/2020WRG01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-
2015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for the regu-
lation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the State. 

The person referred to by the Deputy should liaise directly with the Teaching Council and 
follow their guidance regarding their registration. The Council inform me that they have been 
in contact with the applicant on this matter.

17/09/2020WRG01400School Transport

17/09/2020WRG01500129. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Education when a school transport 
scheme will be completed by her Department that takes Covid-19 social distancing into account 
for post-primary students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24613/20]

17/09/2020WRG01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019.

Based on the public health advice published in early July, my Department has been planning 
for School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021school year to fully operate, but with 
additional measures and hygiene requirements in place. The Department has been engaging in-
tensively with Bus Éireann in regard to the logistics for the safe operation of School Transport 
Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year. 

Updated health advice was received from NPHET on the 18th August, which impacts on 
the operation of post-primary school transport services.  This advice stated that for secondary 
school students on school transport, strict distancing should be ensured in line with that on pub-
lic transport along with the wearing of face coverings. 

My Department is engaging with Bus Éireann in respect of these plans, to implement mea-
sures so that any services that can operate from the start of the school year at 50% capacity will 
do so and over the coming period all other post-primary transport services will be re-organised 
and additional services will be provided as required to allow for physical distancing. The time-
frame for implementation

will vary from route to route. 

Bus Éireann is conducting a full assessment to see where re-organisation or re-scheduling 
of services is possible. In addition, Bus Éireann has recently invited applications from opera-
tors who wish to be considered for the provision of additional post-primary services that may 
be required. 

As of the 11th September 2020 there were 2206 mainstream Post Primary routes in opera-
tion. 20% of these routes are operating at 50% capacity while in the region of 52% of SEN post-
primary services are operating at 50% capacity with planning being undertaken by Bus Éireann 
to implement the remaining routes on a rolling basis.  This process will take into account pro-
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curement guidelines and compliance with driver vetting and safety procedures consistent with 
the operation of school transport services.  

17/09/2020WRG01700Ministerial Briefing

17/09/2020WRG01800130. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education if the briefing for Ministers she 
received on commencing her role will be made publicly available. [24672/20]

17/09/2020WRG01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provided a comprehen-
sive briefing document to me on my appointment as Minister. The Deputy may wish to note 
that, in accordance with established practice, the briefing document provided to me will be 
published on the Department’s website shortly. 

17/09/2020WRG02000Community Employment Schemes

17/09/2020WRG02100131. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
the implementation of the Labour Court recommendation that community employment supervi-
sors should be entitled to a pension or gratuity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24499/20]

17/09/2020WRG02200133. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
community employment scheme supervisor pensions. [24454/20]

17/09/2020WRG02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 131 and 133 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, Community Employment (CE) supervisors and assistant su-
pervisors have been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the alloca-
tion of Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the 
provision of a pension scheme. 

CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of their CE supervisors, CE assistant su-
pervisors and CE participants; the Department’s role continues to be that of CE funder.

The issue was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments including my own Depart-
ment were represented on this group, as were the unions and Pobal. 

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Exchequer support for the 
establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Community and Voluntary 
sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the State of between €188 million 
and €347 million per annum depending on the numbers involved.  This excluded any provision 
for an immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, which could entail a further 
Exchequer cost of up to €318 million. 

Officials from my Department held a series of meetings with CE  supervisor union repre-
sentatives to consider a range of proposals, mindful of the wider environment and the financial 
implications of any  such proposals.    Discussions were also undertaken with my Department 
officials and their counterparts in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). 
These discussions are ongoing. 
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17/09/2020WRG02400Community Employment Schemes

17/09/2020WRG02500132. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department 
currently liaises with the Department of Community and Rural Development and the Islands in 
terms of the recruitment of community employment workers by rural community groups; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24436/20]

17/09/2020WRG02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In order to qualify for 
Community Employment (CE), a number of conditions must be met, including being in receipt 
of a qualifying social welfare payment for a specific period.  The focus of CE is on those who 
are long-term unemployed and the programme is monitored on an on-going basis to ensure 
that the CE schemes are meeting the needs of both the communities, including rural communi-
ties,  and the CE participants. 

In keeping with the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business, recruit-
ment of new CE participants for all CE schemes, including rural CE schemes, recommenced in 
early July, 2020.   

Eligible candidates are identified within my Department by Case Officers and are referred 
to CE schemes where it is considered to be a suitable activation measure.  

CE sponsor organisations are encouraged to promote awareness of the benefits of CE in 
their local communities, ensuring that CE vacancies are well publicised.  They can advertise 
their vacancies free of charge on the Department’s JobsIreland website www.jobsireland.ie.

If the Deputy is referring to the recruitment of CE participants on a particular CE scheme he 
can forward the details and my Department officials will liaise directly with the relevant CE 
scheme to provide the necessary assistance. 

  Question No. 133 answered with Question No. 131.

17/09/2020WRG02800Carer’s Allowance

17/09/2020WRG02900134. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address 
the means test for carer’s allowance; if she considers it a fair assessment; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24480/20]

17/09/2020WRG03000135. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address 
the income disregard for carer’s allowance; if consideration has been given to the consequences 
of the measure for working families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24481/20]

17/09/2020WRG03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 134 and 135 together.

The main income supports for carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  The projected 
expenditure on Carer’s Allowance in 2020 is approximately €919 million.  Combined spending 
on all these payments to carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion.   

Carer’s Allowance is a means tested payment made to people whose income falls below 
certain limits, and who are looking after certain people in need of full-time care and attention. 

The system of social assistance supports provides payments based on an income need.  The 
means test plays a critical role in determining whether or not an income need arises as a conse-
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quence of a particular contingency – such as disability, unemployment or caring.  This ensures 
that the recipient has a verifiable income need and that resources are targeted to those who need 
them most.  

Current disregards for Carer’s Allowance are €332.50 per week for a single person and 
€665 per week for a couple, making the means test for carers the least onerous within the social 
protection system.  

A couple earning a joint annual income of up to €37,500 (net of PRSI and other allowable 
deductions) can qualify for maximum payment and, given the tapered withdrawal approach, 
retain a payment of just under half-rate while earning €49,750.  A single person may retain a 
full-rate payment while having an annual income of just under €19,000, and retain a payment 
of just under half-rate while having an annual income of €25,400.

Changes to schemes are considered in an overall budgetary and policy context and from an 
evidence based perspective.  Some 92% of the current recipients of Carer’s Allowance have 
no means or means of less than €7.60 per week and would not benefit by an increase in the 
disregard.  Carers who would benefit from an increased disregard would be in higher income 
households. 

I am very much aware of the key role that family carers play in our society and I will con-
tinue to keep the range of supports available to carers under review; however, any changes to 
scheme criteria would have implications for overall spending and would have to be considered 
in a budgetary context.  

17/09/2020WRG03300Community Employment Schemes

17/09/2020WRG03400136. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection when the in-
terdepartmental review of the community employment schemes will be published. [24510/20]

17/09/2020WRG03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Community Employ-
ment (CE) programme is a community centred labour market initiative established for the pur-
poses of social inclusion and activation, to help long-term unemployed people and other vulner-
able groups to enter the workforce by breaking their experience of unemployment.   

In early 2019, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental Group (IDG) to 
explore how social inclusion schemes might be organised going forward. 

A number of meetings of the IDG took place and a series of follow-up meetings were under-
taken with the relevant Departments. There was also a stakeholder consultation process which 
resulted in a number of submissions that were included in the wider review.  

The final Interdepartmental Group report is currently with my Department for consideration 
and will be submitted to Government in due course.

17/09/2020WRG03600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

17/09/2020WRG03700137. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to the number of employees (details supplied) on reduced pay and hours with-
out access to claim short-time work support payments; if the matter has been raised with af-
fected employees or employers; the steps she is taking to address anomalies; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24513/20]
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17/09/2020WRG03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department has al-
ready advised that, subject to satisfying the relevant eligibility criteria, employees may claim 
casual (i.e. part-time) jobseeker payments or Short-Time Work Support payments for days of 
unemployment, even where their employer is claiming the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
for days of employment.  The normal scheme rules and application processes apply, including 
completion of the relevant forms by the employer to certify days of employment and unemploy-
ment.  Officials from the Department have engaged with the employer concerned and advised 
them of this position.  Applications for support from this date are being prioritised.  

The position regarding any retrospective entitlement to jobseekers payments prior to the 
introduction of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme will depend on meeting the eligibility 
conditions, including satisfying the Department with regard to days of unemployment.  There 
applications are assessed on an individual basis having regard to the facts of each case and the 
rules of the schemes concerned.

Any legal obligations that the employer may have to their employee as regards terms, condi-
tions or entitlements of their employment, including pay, is a matter for the employer.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2020WRG03900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

17/09/2020WRG04000138. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason newly ap-
proved applicants for the pandemic unemployment payment are not being given an initial pay-
ment which includes arrears due from the date on which their application was received rather 
than being informed that arrears will be paid at an unspecified date down the line and in a 
context in which there is no appeal or investigation of the approved claim (details supplied). 
[24517/20]

17/09/2020WRG04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department receives 
information from Revenue in relation to payments made under the Employment Wage Sub-
sidy Scheme (EWSS).  This includes a customer’s PPSN, customer’s wage payment frequency 
(monthly, fortnightly or weekly paid) and the date of the EWSS payment.

A Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) will not pay if the date of a custom-
er’s last EWSS payment from Revenue was within a certain period prior to the PUP payment 
date.  This is based on the customer’s salary/wage payment frequency. 

My Department is aware that a small number of employers, having initially registered for 
the EWSS, are no longer paying their employees this way.  An EWSS registered employee, 
who is no longer engaged with the EWSS may not receive a PUP for a period of time after the 
last payment run is processed by their employer, as the scheme is set up to block the issuing of 
PUPs to avoid duplication of payments during a validation period.  This period is based on the 
salary payment frequency of the employee.  A person cannot receive a PUP and a EWSS pay-
ment concurrently.

The person concerned initially submitted a PUP application on 28/08/2020.  This application 
was refused as according to Departmental records the employer was registered for EWSS.  In 
the interim, the person concerned was awarded an Exceptional Needs Payment on 10/09/2020 
for €350. A PUP was subsequently awarded and the person concerned received her first PUP 
on 15/09/2020.

The PUP is paid as a flat week, and it is not possible to include arrears.  My Department is 
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aware that many people are due some arrears and that each person’s case is unique. This means 
that each application must be reviewed to accurately calculate any arrears.  The intention is that 
all arrears will be paid in the coming months.   

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2020WRG04200Fuel Allowance

17/09/2020WRG04300139. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Social Protection if the fuel allowance 
will be increased due to the increases in electricity, home heating oil, smokeless fuel and carbon 
tax and the situation in which persons will have to spend much more time indoors heating their 
homes in winter 2020/2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions. [24532/20]

17/09/2020WRG04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government is com-
mitted to protecting vulnerable households from the impact of energy costs through a combi-
nation of supports, energy efficiency awareness initiatives and investment in programmes, in 
order to improve the energy efficiency of the housing stock. 

Firstly, under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, a special heating supplement 
may be paid to assist people in certain circumstances with special heating requirements.  In ad-
dition, exceptional needs payments may be made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which 
an applicant is unable to meet out of his/her own resources.   

Secondly, my Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the Household 
Benefits scheme, at an estimated cost of €194 million in 2020.   

Thirdly, Fuel Allowance is a payment of €24.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €686 
each year) from October to April, to an average of c. 352,000 low income households, at an 
estimated cost of €261.35 million in 2020.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these house-
holds with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs 
of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per 
household.  In Budget 2020, the Allowance was increased by €2 per week to €24.50 per week, 
at an additional annual cost of €21 million.  This increase was funded via a ring-fenced alloca-
tion from the circa €90m being raised from the Carbon Tax increase of €6 per tonne (to €26 
per tonne) in 2020.  It was the largest single allocation and its purpose was to protect the most 
vulnerable.  Additionally, because of the Covid-19 emergency, the Fuel Allowance 2019/2020 
season was extended by four weeks from 10 April to 8 May 2020, in order to help protect the 
vulnerable during lockdown, at an additional cost to the Exchequer of €31.5m.  This extension 
meant that the 2019/2020 Fuel Season ran to the latest end date of any season in the last 30 
years.

The Deputy will appreciate that provision of income support is only part of the answer in 
terms of addressing energy costs.  One of the best ways to tackle energy costs in the long term is 
to improve the energy efficiency of the dwelling through proper building and household insula-
tion.  In this regard, a total of €52.8 million was also made available in Budget 2020 to retrofit 
the homes of people in or at risk of energy poverty, through the Warmer Homes Scheme.  This 
represents the biggest ever allocation for the Warmer Homes Scheme – more than double the 
initial allocation for 2019.  €13 million of this funding is ring-fenced revenue arising from the 
increase in the carbon tax.  This reduces the energy required to adequately heat a home, thus 
reducing a household’s exposure to increases in energy costs. 

In terms of the forthcoming budget, the Government will consider how it can support people 
on low incomes and those on social welfare payments.  The Deputy will be aware that in the 
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context of carbon tax, one of the key pillars of the Government’s response is to provide for an 
avoidance of fuel poverty and to provide allowances, from the funds that would be generated, 
to enable people to deal with the impact of increased expenditure that they have to incur in their 
daily lives.  Obviously, any such measures, including any possible increase in Fuel Allowance, 
can only be considered while taking account of the overall budgetary context and the availabil-
ity of financial resources.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2020WRG04500Company Liquidations

17/09/2020WRG04600140. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the imple-
mentation of the Duffy Cahill report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24585/20]

17/09/2020WRG04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Duffy Cahill report, 
which was commissioned by the Government in the aftermath of the Clery’s closure, high-
lighted how the issues raised by the event and the subsequent legal cases are highly complex. 

The Duffy-Cahill Report was sent to the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in 2016 for 
its consideration as part of the work of that group in advising the Minister for Business Enter-
prise and Innovation on any changes that it considered necessary with respect to the protection 
of employees and unsecured creditors.  (The CLRG is a statutory body comprising members 
drawn from regulatory, legal, business and employee interests).

The CLRG, as part of its deliberations, also considered related amendments proposed by 
Deputy Nash (then Senator Nash) to the Companies (Accounting) Bill in April/May 2017. 

The CLRG’s ‘Report on the Protection of Employees and Unsecured Creditors’ was pre-
sented to the Minister for Business Enterprise and Innovation in June 2017 and published on 
the website of the CLRG.  It did not include the implementation of the Duffy-Cahill Report or 
the Senator Nash proposals in its recommendations.

It is clear that the implementation of the recommendations in the Duffy-Cahill Report give 
rise to a host of complex issues and that any proposal to progress them would require further 
careful consideration involving consultation with many stakeholders. 

A commitment has been made in the Programme for Government to review the Companies 
Acts with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities splitting their operations between 
trading and property, with the result that the trading business goes into insolvency and the assets 
are taken out of the original business.  This will be progressed by the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2020WRG04800Maternity Leave

17/09/2020WRG04900141. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility of those 
on maternity leave and in receipt of a maternity benefit payment to end maternity leave early 
to enable them to submit an application for the pandemic unemployment payment ahead of the 
upcoming application deadline of 17 September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24599/20]
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17/09/2020WRG05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government has de-
cided to extend the application date for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment to the end of the 
year.  The payment was due to close to new applications on the 17th September 2020 but it has 
been decided to extend this period at this time.  

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy 

17/09/2020WRG05100Carer’s Allowance

17/09/2020WRG05200142. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a further appeal for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24609/20]

17/09/2020WRG05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am advised by the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disal-
lowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision.

Under social welfare legislation the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by an Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  I am 
advised that the person concerned subsequently submitted additional evidence and that the Ap-
peals Officer agreed to review the appeal decision on foot of this additional evidence.   Howev-
er, the Appeals Officer did not find any new facts or fresh evidence which warranted a revision 
of the earlier decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the outcome of the review. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2020WRG05400Adoption Services

17/09/2020WRG05500143. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration further to Parliamentary Question No. 799 of 8 September 2020, if further docu-
mentation (details supplied) in relation to the matter will be examined; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24463/20]

17/09/2020WRG05600Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): At the outset, I must clarify that, as Minister, I cannot involve myself in indi-
vidual adoption cases.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Adoption Act 2010 provides that Declarations of Eligibil-
ity and Suitability to adopt are valid for 24 months, and may be extended for an additional 12 
months. There is no provision in the adoption acts for a further extension. Before a new Decla-
ration can be issued, there must be a new assessment of the prospective adoptive parents.

I am aware that there are a number of families who have received Declarations of Eligibility 
and Suitability to adopt, and for whom, unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
on the adoption process. This is particularly the case where people are seeking to adopt from 
abroad, and where travel restrictions are imposed by other countries.

I am aware that considerable efforts are being made to arrange travel for these families, and 
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this situation is actively being kept under review, with close engagement between my officials 
and the Adoption Authority of Ireland. 

On the issue of expiry of Declarations of Eligibility and Suitability, it is my intention to 
contact Tusla and the Adoption Authority of Ireland, and request them to closely monitor cases 
where a Declaration is close to expiry, and the prospective adoptive parents are due to travel. I 
will also request Tusla and the Adoption Authority to expedite the process of re-assessment and 
issuing of a new declaration, within the provisions of the legislation.  Finally, I would advise 
prospective adoptive parents to remain in contact with the Adoption Authority and Tusla in rela-
tion to Declarations which are close to expiry and the potential need for re-assessment.  

17/09/2020WRG05700Early Childhood Care and Education

17/09/2020WRG05800144. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration the estimated amount it would cost if ECCE capitation rates increased by 3% with 
effect from September 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24580/20]

17/09/2020WRG05900Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The estimated cost of this measure for September 2021 to 31 December 2021 is 
€4.07m.

€297m euro has been allocated to the Early Childhood Care and Education programme in 
2020.

The Early Childhood Care and Education programme runs for 38 weeks each programme 
year. The standard capitation rate paid to providers is €69 per child, per week, and the  higher 
capitation rate paid is €80.25 per child, per week. The programme currently provides 15 hours 
of free early learning and care per week. 

There are sixteen payable weeks in the period between September and December. The be-
low table displays the projected financial impact of increasing the capitation rates from Septem-
ber 2021 as per the question; this includes the 16 week cost in 2021. 

Change Cost (€m) in 2021   Increase (€m)   
No Change    €297.00     
3% capitation from Sep   
2021to 31 December   

€300.74    €3.74 

As AIM funding is intrinsically linked to ECCE capitation, an increase in capitation has an 
impact on AIM Level 7 costs. AIM Level 7 is awarded on a weekly basis (generally €195 per 
week). If a 3% increase in ECCE capitation was provided, there should be a corresponding 3% 
rise in AIM Level 7 costs. 

Circa €26m has been allocated to the AIM Level 7 programme in 2020 based on current ap-
plications and registrations. The additional cost of AIM Level 7 is set out below.

Associated AIM costs

Change  Cost (€m) in 2021 Increase (€m) 
No Change €26.00     
3% capitation from Sep 
2021 to 31 December 2021  

€26.33    €0.33 

These workings capture the impacts the increase would have from September to December 
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based on current 2020 allocation, as 2021 allocation have yet to be finalised. 

17/09/2020WRH00200Online Safety

17/09/2020WRH00300145. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and In-
tegration his views on the annual report by an organisation (details supplied) highlighting the 
vulnerability of children and young persons online [24668/20]

17/09/2020WRH00400Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I welcome the recent publication of Cyber Safe Ireland’s fifth annual report, 
which provides up to date and informative data on online trends and usage among children. 
The report acknowledges the opportunities provided by digital technology but also highlights 
some of the risks and vulnerabilities faced by children and young people. It suggests that risks 
can be minimised by equipping children with the skills and knowledge they need to safely and 
smartly navigate the online world and by service providers putting proper safeguards in place 
to protect users. As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs I am very aware of the risks and 
opportunities that the online world brings, and I am committed to working with my colleagues 
in a co-ordinated Government response to address issues arising.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to the enactment of the On-
line Safety and Media Regulation Bill and the establishment of an Online Safety Commissioner.  
The general scheme of the OSMR Bill 2019, which has the aim of regulating harmful content 
and creating a safer environment online, was published by the then Minister for Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment in January 2020. The Bill sets a clear expectation for 
online platforms to take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of the users of their service, in-
cluding children. 

The Bill provides for the appointment of an Online Safety Commissioner as part of a wider 
Media Commission to oversee the new regulatory framework for online safety. Online safety 
codes will deal with a wide range of issues, including measures to be taken by online services 
to tackle the availability of harmful online content, for example cyberbullying material and 
material promoting eating disorders, on their services. The Online Safety Commissioner will 
also have a role in promoting positive digital citizenship among children and young people, in 
conjunction with Webwise and other educational partners, schools, as well as the Ombudsman 
for Children. The Commissioner will also develop a research programme led by internationally 
recognised experts to review the existing and developing literature in relation to the conse-
quences, benefits and potential harms to society and especially children, of digital activity. 

The Action Plan for Online Safety 2018-19, which was launched by the then Taoiseach in 
July 2018, recognises that online safety is not the responsibility of any one Department and sets 
out the rage of actions and activities underway across six key Government Departments (De-
partments of Communications, Climate Action and Environment; Education and Skills; Justice 
and Equality; Children and Youth Affairs; Health and Business, Enterprise and Innovation) to 
keep children and adults safe online. 

Children First operates on the premise that it is the responsibility of everyone in society to 
keep children and young people safe from harm. This responsibility includes keeping children 
safe from harm online. As part of the Action Plan, in January 2019 my Department published an 
addendum to the Children First Guidance to include a specific reference to the need to consider 
online safety in the preparation of risk assessments and Child Safeguarding Statements. In ad-
dition, Tusla has revised its template for the completion of Child Safeguarding Statements to 
refer to the need to consider online risks to children if a service provides access to the internet.
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As part of the government response to Covid-19, in April, my Department launched a range 
of supports for parents and children to support them during this challenging time. This included 
a new online gov.ie resource for parents, entitled ‘Parents Centre’, which brings together high 
quality information and online resources for parents into one portal. Parents Centre provides 
links to a wide variety of material including around learning, parenting and supports that are 
available. It includes a link to the Webwise, an initiative of the Department of Education and 
Skills, which is the key internet safety online access point for parents in Ireland.  As a response 
to Covid-19, the Webwise Parents Hub has been updated with online safety advice for parents, 
including around screen time as well as with the publication of ‘A Parent’s Guide for a Better 
Internet’, covering topics including managing technology use at home, social networking tips 
and dealing with cyberbullying.

My Department also provides funding to three national youth organisations which provide 
online safety resources for the youth sector. The National Youth Council of Ireland provides 
the Web Safety in Youth Work Resource, SpunOut has developed an Online Safety Hub which 
provides guidelines for young people on online safety and Youth Work Ireland, in conjunction 
with McAfee Security, has developed a digital safety programme which highlights the risks as-
sociated with online activity.  

17/09/2020WRH00500Further Education and Training Colleges

17/09/2020WRH00600146. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the funding available to further education colleges to support 
students with disabilities; the mechanism by which the funding is accessed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24485/20]

17/09/2020WRH00700147. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he is satisfied that funding for students with disabilities is 
adequate to support the needs of students attending further education colleges; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24486/20]

17/09/2020WRH00800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 146 and 147 together.

The Further Education and Training (FET) sector aims to ensure that systemic and structural 
barriers within FET to learner participation and success are proactively addressed so that each 
learner, including learners with a disability, can access the available learning opportunities and 
be enabled to fulfil his/her potential within FET.

The FET sector supports the inclusion of learners with disabilities in the following ways: 

- FET programmes are available to all learners, including those with a disability who meet 
the eligibility criteria and the guidelines provided for each FET programme. 

- Specific FET programmes are provided for persons with a disability who require more 
intensive support through Specialist Training Providers (STPs). 

- Community Education, which assists learners with a disability to participate in FET provi-
sion by adapting course content, resources and teaching methodologies to suit their abilities.

Funding is provided to support the inclusion of learners with disabilities through an annual 
planning process that supports the funding allocation process.  Each Education and Training 
Board (ETB) submits to SOLAS details of its planned provision and funding requirements to 
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support the delivery of its FET services including for learner supports. Over €3m is currently 
available for this support. 

In addition to the above grants, ETBs have access to the Fund for Students with Disabilities 
(FSD) aimed specifically at Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) learners with disabilities. Supports 
from this fund are distributed to PLC colleges based on the number of learners with disabilities 
and their individual needs. The supports provided by this Fund in the FET sector has risen by 
16% over the last five years to €2.7m.

The FET sector, through the implementation of the new FET strategy, is committed to in-
creasing levels of inclusion through the provision of high quality, more accessible and flexible 
education and training programmes and supports suited to the identified needs of individuals, 
with the aim of enabling every citizen to participate fully in society.

17/09/2020WRH01000Student Grant Scheme

17/09/2020WRH01100148. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the funding supports available for students undertaking gradu-
ate entry medicine; if the SUSI grant or other grants are available; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24526/20]

17/09/2020WRH01200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded 
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic at-
tainment and means.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme in relation to progression, 
a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

In general, under the progression/previous academic attainment criteria of the Student Grant 
Scheme, students cannot qualify for grant assistance or free tuition fees for a second period of 
study at the same level or for a different course at the same level, irrespective of whether or not 
a grant or tuition fees were paid previously. 

The main objective of this policy is to assist as many students as possible to obtain one 
qualification at each level of study. The Scheme operates in the context of competing educa-
tional priorities and limited public funding.

To avail of the graduate entry route for medicine, a primary degree in another discipline is 
necessary. Accordingly such students are ineligible for grant assistance on the basis that they 
already hold an undergraduate degree.

However, institutions participating in the graduate medical programme have been requested 
to provide accompanying services and supports to facilitate the participation of disadvantaged 
students in the programme. Details of these services and supports are available from the rel-
evant institution.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition 
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
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website, www.revenue.ie.

17/09/2020WRH01300Third Level Admissions

17/09/2020WRH01400149. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans to provide further extra places on third-level first year 
courses in 2020 in view of the higher points achieved by students in the leaving certificate 2020 
compared to previous years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24542/20]

17/09/2020WRH01500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): In order to help mitigate the impact of the changes to the grading system, I 
announced the creation of an additional 2,225 places on high-demand courses in Higher Educa-
tion Institutions. These places have resulted in the highest ever number of applicants receiving 
a CAO offers, with 53,815 CAO applicants receiving round one offers on Friday.

It is not envisaged that any places further to these 2,225 will be provided. 

A summary of the additional places provided, by subject area, is available in the table below: 

Subject Area Additional Places
Architecture 23
Arts & Humanities 476
Business 430
Creative Arts 41
Dentistry 18
Education 170
Engineering 313
Law 142
Music 9
Science 220
Information Technology 31
Nursing 134
Medicine, Health & Physical 218
Total 2225

17/09/2020WRH01600Third Level Institutions

17/09/2020WRH01700150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of incidents of bullying, intimidation or harassment 
including sexual harassment reported in each of the past five years to date in third-level institu-
tions; the extent to which such allegations were investigated; the action taken arising therefrom; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24572/20]

17/09/2020WRH01800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Statistics of this nature have not historically been collected on a systematic 
basis from the higher education sector. However, in 2019 information was collected which high-
lighted the following data in respect of 19 institutions, where information was available.  The 
specific actions adjudged necessary and taken as a result of any such incident are matters for 
each higher education institution (HEI). 
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Sexual assault or harassment disclosed / reported by students 

Year 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
Number 13 15 15 10 36 31
Sexual assault / harassment cases involving students investigated by HEIs

Year 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
Number 3 7 10 2 12 15
In August 2020, I wrote to the Presidents of all publicly funded HEIs in relation to strength-

ening the implementation of the Framework for Consent in HEIs; Safe, Respectful, Supportive 
and Positive: Ending Sexual Harassment in Irish Higher Education Institutions, which was 
launched in April 2019.  

I have requested that all HEIs develop and publish, by February 2021, specific institutional 
action plans on tackling sexual violence and harassment. These actions plans will involve the 
implementation of systems that record the number of incidents of bullying, intimidation or ha-
rassment including sexual harassment reported in each institution. 

The Higher Education Authority has oversight of the Framework for Consent, and institu-
tions will be required to report annually to the HEA once the institutional action plans are in 
place.

17/09/2020WRH01900Third Level Admissions

17/09/2020WRH02000151. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if there was a difference between the number of CAO first preference 
offers in 2020 between candidates using 2020 predictive leaving certificate grades and those 
that completed their leaving certificate in other years in tabular form. [24575/20]

17/09/2020WRH02100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The CAO is a company established by Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 
to process applications for undergraduate, and some postgraduate, courses on their behalf.  De-
cisions on admissions are made by the HEIs who then instruct the CAO to make offers to suc-
cessful candidates. Therefore application and offer data is held by the CAO, not by my Depart-
ment, and the figures requested by the Deputy cannot be provided.

The CAO publishes data on first preference offers each year. As can be seen in the table be-
low, the proportion of applicants receiving a first preference offer is in line with previous years, 
and due to the additional places provided the  number of applicants receiving a first preference 
offer for a Level 8 course is 6% higher than last year, and the number receiving a first preference 
offer for a Level 7/6 course is 5% higher than last year.

Offers 2020 2019 2018
Total R1 Offers - 
Level 8

47,162 43,851 42,301

Total R1 First Prefer-
ence Offers - Level 8

24,458 23,129 22,095

% of R1 Level 8 
Offers that are First 
Preferences

52% 53% 52%
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Offers 2020 2019 2018
Total R1 Offers - 
Level 7/6

31,788 30,806 31,351

Total R1 First Prefer-
ence Offers - Level 
7/6

28,677 27,274 27,619

% of R1 Level 7/6 
Offers that are First 
Preferences

90% 89% 88%

17/09/2020WRH02200Third Level Education

17/09/2020WRH02300152. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to a document (details supplied); his 
views on its budgetary requests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24647/20]

17/09/2020WRH02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I would like to thank USI for it’s submission and outlining student priori-
ties.  The recommendations outlined in the submission along with other relevant submissions 
received in advance of budget 2021 are being considered as part of the overall budgetary dis-
cussions on higher education provision for 2021. 

To date significant progress has been made in increasing investment in Higher Education 
and putting in place a sustainable funding model for Higher Education.  We currently invest 
€1.87 billion, before the Covid response funding, in our third level sector.  Following the an-
nouncements in Budget 2020 Higher Education spending has increased in the order of €450 
million compared to 2015.

I am focused on mitigating against the impacts of COVID 19 on vulnerable students. Co-
vid-19 has disrupted many aspects of our lives. For students in third level, it has resulted in a 
changed college experience.   The resumption of the academic year is our most pressing chal-
lenge and ensuring our students and staff are safe is my number one priority. 

A substantial funding package of €168m was announced on 22 July for publically funded 
further and higher education providers under the remit of my Department and for students to 
mitigate against the impacts of Covid.  

As part of the package of Covid supports for the higher and further education sector I have 
allocated €15 million of capital funding for a once-off Covid 19 Grant to support disadvantaged 
students in accessing ICT devices.  This grant is being made available to further and higher 
education institutions.  The institutions are using the grant funding to purchase devices to sup-
port disadvantaged students who are encountering challenges in accessing devices for online 
and blended learning.  The distribution of the devices, and the associated terms and conditions, 
will be a matter for each individual further or higher education provider. 

The package of Covid 19 supports also includes a further €10m in access supports for stu-
dents. Most of this money will be used to top up the Student Assistance Fund, with remaining 
funding used to support students via the access services in the higher education institutions. 

The provision of additional financial support will assist the safe commencement of the 
2020/21 academic year and in order that the sector can contribute fully to economic recovery 
and to meeting priority skill needs and provide assurance and confidence to students and their 
families as well as to staff and other key stakeholder regarding the capacity and capability of the 
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sector in meeting critical teaching and learning and research objectives.

The future funding needs of the sector are currently under further review through the De-
partments engagement with the European Commission/DG Reform. The review is a compre-
hensive economic evaluation of the various funding options presented in the Cassells Expert 
Group Report and is being undertaken by an expert independent international consortium of 
consultants including Indecon and LE Europe.

Since taking up office in this Department and through the ongoing budgetary process, I am 
engaging closely and considering proposals from a wide range of stakeholders including USI.  
I will continue to work towards increased investment in Higher Education and supports for 
students for 2021 and beyond.

17/09/2020WRH02500Ministerial Briefing

17/09/2020WRH02600153. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if the briefing for Ministers he received on commencing his role will be 
made publicly available. [24649/20]

17/09/2020WRH02700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department provided a briefing document to me on my appointment as 
Minister.  In line with established practise, the document will be published on the Department’s 
website shortly.

17/09/2020WRH02800Road Traffic Accidents

17/09/2020WRH02900154. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of learner driv-
ers involved in fatal road traffic collisions in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020; 
the number of those that were driving unaccompanied at the time of the fatal crash in each year; 
the number of persons that died in each crash in each year; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24630/20]

17/09/2020WRH03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that road safety 
remains a high priority for An Garda Síochána and for my Department, working closely in co-
operation with the Department of Transport.  Any fatality or serious injury is of great concern.

An Garda Síochána is responsible for collating information regarding road traffic collisions.  
I am informed that the following details the number of learner drivers involved in fatal road 
traffic collisions in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020:

In 2017, 15 fatal collisions, resulting in 17 fatalities, involved at least one learner driver or 
motorcyclist.  In 14 of those collisions, the driver or motorcyclist was unaccompanied. 

In 2018, 8 fatal collisions, resulting in 8 fatalities, involved at least one learner driver or 
motorcyclist. In 5 of those collisions, the driver or motorcyclist was unaccompanied

In 2019, 10 fatal collisions, resulting in 10 fatalities, involved at least one learner driver or 
motorcyclist.  In 7 of those collisions, the driver or motorcyclist was unaccompanied.

As at 16 September 2020, 7 fatal collisions, resulting in 7 fatalities, in 2020 have involved 
at least one learner driver or motorcyclist. In each of those collisions, the driver or motorcyclist 
was unaccompanied.
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The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner has established the Garda National 
Roads Policing Bureau (GNRPB) to ensure a consistent approach to road safety and enforce-
ment of road traffic legislation across the country.  This is achieved through coordination of 
enforcement and development of policy based on research and analysis of statistics and by 
engaging in campaigns in partnership with other State Agencies.

17/09/2020WRH03100Garda Strength

17/09/2020WRH03200155. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Justice the number of community Gardaí 
in each division over each of the past ten years, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24456/20]

17/09/2020WRH03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that detailed in-
formation in relation to Community Garda numbers is available on my Department’s website, 
including a breakdown by Division.  This information is updated every month with the latest 
data provided by An Garda Síochána, and is available at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amend-
ed, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and administration of An Garda 
Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is made in light of identified operational 
demand. This includes deployment of personnel among the various Garda Divisions.  As Min-
ister, I have no direct role in the matter. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum 
use.  I understand that it is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her, having regard to 
the profile of each area within the Division and its specific needs.

To date, the official categorisation as a Community Garda has simply referred to those who 
are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and civil society in-
cluding giving talks to schools, community groups and others.  However, it is important to note 
that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána and that all Gardaí have a role to 
play in community policing in carrying out their duties. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the new Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, pri-
oritises the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission on the Future of Polic-
ing in Ireland through the four year implementation plan A Policing Service for the Future.  In 
its report, published in September 2018, the Commission outlined a vision and roadmap for 
strengthening An Garda Síochána and the broader national framework for policing, security and 
community safety.  The report followed extensive consultations with communities and a wide 
range of stakeholders over fifteen months. 

A key commitment in A Policing Service for the Future is the rollout of An Garda Sío-
chána’s new Operating Model.  The Garda Operating Model reorganises resources around the 
delivery of frontline policing, placing an increased emphasis on engaging with communities 
and supporting victims of crime.  I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that in each Di-
vision, there will be a dedicated Superintendent leading a community engagement team. I am 
confident that this reorganisation will further strengthen community policing and engagement, 
and provide a more localised, responsive policing service for each Division nationwide.
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In a broader sense, the Deputy might also wish to note that implementation of A Policing 
Service for the Future will see the Garda Síochána Act 2005 repealed and replaced by a Polic-
ing and Community Safety Act.  My Department is progressing work on the preparation of a 
Policing and Community Safety Bill as a matter of priority. 

In addition to setting out a new governance and oversight framework for policing, it will 
redefine the functions of An Garda Síochána to include prevention of harm to those who are 
vulnerable, place an obligation on relevant state agencies to cooperate with An Garda Síochána 
in relation to the broader issue of community safety and refine local structures supporting lo-
cal accountability for policing.  In that context, my Department is currently in the process of 
finalising the most appropriate model to achieve this. All existing structures and approaches to 
community safety have been considered as part of this work and in line with the recommen-
dation of the Commission on the Future of Policing that community policing and community 
engagement should be at the heart of new structures and policing arrangements.

17/09/2020WRH03400Coroners Service

17/09/2020WRH03500156. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice the number of applications 
made under section 60 of the Coroners Act 1962 since the provision was inserted by the Courts 
and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 (details supplied); the supports or guide-
lines available to family members wishing to apply under this provision; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24471/20]

17/09/2020WRH03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Section 30(3)(a) of  the Civil Legal Aid 
Act 1995 (“the Act”) provides that the Legal Aid Board (“the Board”) may establish and main-
tain a panel of solicitors who are willing to provide legal aid and advice to persons who are 
in receipt of legal services with the consent of the Minister for Justice and Equality and the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  Following receipt of such consent, in 2015 the 
Board established and now maintains a panel of solicitors who are willing to provide services 
to persons who have been granted a legal aid certificate by the Board for the purpose of advice 
and representation in relation to the following categories of cases set out in Section 60(5) of 
the Coroners Act 1962 (inserted by Section 24(b) of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013):

(a)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
in the custody of the Garda Síochána,

(b)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
in custody in a prison within the meaning of section 2 of the Prisons Act 2007,

(c)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
in service custody within the meaning of section 2 of the Defence Act 1954,

(d)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
involuntarily detained under Part 2 of the Mental Health Act 2001 in an approved centre within 
the meaning of section 2 of that Act,

 (e)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
detained in a designated centre within the meaning of section 3 of the Criminal Law (Insanity) 
Act 2006 or was a person to whom section 20 of that Act refers,

 (f)   the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
in custody in a remand centre within the meaning of section 3 of the Children Act 2001 or de-
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tained in a children detention school within the meaning of that section,

(g)  the deceased was, at the time of his or her death or immediately before his or her death, 
a child in care, or 

(h) the coroner is of the opinion that the death of the deceased occurred in circumstances the 
continuance or possible recurrence of which would be prejudicial to the health or safety of the 
public or any section of the public such that there is a significant public interest in the family 
member of the deceased person being granted legal aid or legal advice, or both, for the purposes 
of the inquest concerned.

Persons seeking legal services in respect of a coroner’s inquest as provided under section 
60(1) of the Coroners Act 1962 must make their applications for legal representation to a coro-
ner. It is the coroner who makes the application for legal aid having decided that there is a 
“public interest” involved.  If a request for legal services under section 60(4) of the Coroners 
Act 1962 is subsequently made by a coroner to the Board that a named person be provided with 
legal services under the Act the named person must additionally  satisfy the requirements in 
respect of  financial eligibility specified in section 29 of the Act and in Regulations made under 
section 37 of the Act and pay to the Board a contribution towards the cost of providing the legal 
services determined in accordance with regulations under section 37. The Board has not refused 
any applications to date.   

2013

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Cork 3 1,747.83  
  3,495.66  
  18,066.24 23,309.73
Donegal 1 No invoice presented  
Wicklow West 1 905.28 905.28
Total 5  €24,215.01
2014

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Donegal 1 No invoice presented  
Dublin 8 49,060.40  
  1,146.60  
  905.28  
  6,907.38  
  3,675.66  
  1,747.83 63,443.15
Clare 1 No invoice presented  
Galway West 2 1,357.92 1,357.92
Kildare 1 Did not qualify for 

Legal Aid
 

Louth 2 7,242.25 7,242.25
Offaly 1 5,243.49 5,243.49
Total 16  €77,286.81
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2015

District Number of   Applica-
tions

Legal fees   present-
ed for payment.

Total

Donegal 2 905.28 905.28
Cork 1   
Dublin 5 2,367.75  
  2,367.75  
  905.28  
  4,400.01  
  5,857.66 15,898.45
Laois 1 No invoice presented  
Limerick 2 4,526.40  
  922.50 5,448.90
Total 11  €22,252.63
2016

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Dublin 4 2,715.84  
  6,629.70  
  905.28  
  947.10 11,197.92
Limerick 2 2,715.84 2,715.84
Meath 1 2,073.78 2,073.78
Total 7  €15,987.54
2017

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Dublin 1 Granted – Not taken 
up

 

Cork 1 3,938.35 3,938.35
Laois 1 Granted – Not taken 

up
 

Louth 1 No invoice presented  
Limerick 2 3,168.48 3,168.48
Roscommon 1 905.28 905.28
Tipperary South 1 1,263.82 1,263.82
Total 8  €6,425.93
2018

District Number of   Applica-
tions

Legal fees   present-
ed for payment.

Total

Dublin 4 6,650.06 6,650.06
Cork 3 8,400.91 8,400.91
Laois 1 No invoice presented  
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Limerick 1 No invoice presented  
Total 9  €15,050.97
2019

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Dublin 10 12,349.20 12,349.20
Donegal 3 1,810.56 1,810.56
Kildare 1 No invoice presented  
Limerick 1 No invoice presented  
Louth 1 No invoice presented  
Total 16  €14,159.76
2020

District Number of Applica-
tions

Legal fees presented 
for payment.

Total

Dublin 3 No invoices pre-
sented

 

Cork 1 No invoice presented  
Total 4   
It should be noted that although the Board, through its Legal Services Unit, processes ap-

plications and fee claims, all claims approved for payment are forwarded to the Coroner Ser-
vice Implementation Team (CSIT) for payment.  CSIT is part of the Department of Justice and 
based in Navan, Co. Meath.  Ultimately, any solicitor/counsel fees in this matter will fall to the 
CSIT for payment.   The current solicitor fee is €736.  The Board may also sanction the use of 
counsel in such cases.  The daily rate for Junior Counsel and Senior Counsel is €685 and €1,027 
respectively.

17/09/2020WRH03700Family Reunification

17/09/2020WRH03800157. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice if she will address a matter regard-
ing the case of persons (details supplied). [24484/20]

17/09/2020WRH03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): From the information provided, the person 
referred to cannot be identified by the Immigration Service of my Department with any immi-
gration related application or process. However, some general information is provided below, 
which may be of assistance. 

If the parent concerned has received either a declaration of refugee status under the Geneva 
Convention; programme refugee status; or is a beneficiary of subsidiary protection status in 
Ireland they may be eligible to apply for their child to join them here by making a Family Re-
unification application under the provisions of the International Protection Act 2015. Applica-
tions must be made within 12 months of receiving one of the above declarations in writing to:

Family Reunification Section

Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service,

13-14 Burgh Quay,
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Dublin 2.

If the parent concerned is not eligible for Family Reunification under the International Pro-
tection Act 2015, they can apply for a “Join Family” long stay visa if the child wishes to remain 
in the State for more than 90 days. Comprehensive guidelines for all types of visa applications 
are published on the website of the Immigration Service (www.inis.gov.ie).  The guidance for a 
visa for the purpose of joining family members residing in Ireland refers applicants to the 
Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification.  The criteria set out in that policy is used 
in assessing both visa applicants for this type of visa and any subsequent residence application 
should the person’s visa application be successful.  

Section 18.7 of the Policy Document outlines the rationale for the approach adopted and the 
reasons why persons coming on a visitor visa are not permitted, once here, to overstay or turn 
a short stay into more permanent residency. Applications for long-stay visas for the purpose of 
joining with family require more detailed consideration than those of short stay visits as there 
is a requirement for the applicant to show that they can be supported without undue reliance on 
the State.  For this reason, such applications made after the person has arrived in the State hav-
ing obtained a visa for a different purpose, i.e., a short visit, is not permitted.  

The Policy Document on Non EEA Family Reunification, is available at: http://www.inis.
gov.ie/en/INIS/Family%20Reunification%20Policy%20Document.pdf/Files/Family%20Reuni-
fication%20Policy%20Document.pdf. 

17/09/2020WRH04000Child Protection

17/09/2020WRH04100158. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Justice the policy of her Department 
on parental alienation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24530/20]

17/09/2020WRH04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The issue of parental alienation is highly 
complex. While there is no specific legislative provision regarding parental alienation in Irish 
family law, section 246 of the Children Act 2001 provides for an offence of frightening, bul-
lying or threatening a child in a manner likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to the 
child’s physical, mental or emotional health or wellbeing. There is also a range of legislative 
provisions in place for dealing with child welfare particularly regarding the relationship be-
tween a child and his/her parents or guardians, providing the framework for a legal response to 
a wide spectrum of child welfare issues. 

I am aware that the Report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality on 
Reform of the Family Law System, which was published late last year, considered the issue of 
parental alienation among a broad range of issues in the area of family law.  A Family Justice 
Oversight Group has recently been established within my Department which, in addition to de-
partmental officials, also includes representation from the judiciary, the Courts Service, the Le-
gal Aid Board and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  Consideration of the recom-
mendations contained in the committee’s report will be integrated into the work of that group.

17/09/2020WRH04300Crime Data

17/09/2020WRH04400159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of death threats 
made against members of An Garda Síochána in the course of their work; the regions in which 
they occurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24571/20]
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17/09/2020WRH04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreciate,  the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for the day-to-day management of an Garda Síochána, which in-
cludes the investigation of crime, including death threats made against members of An Garda 
Síochána in the course of their work. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that, for policy and security reasons, An Garda Sío-
chána does not comment on matters of security.  

However, obligations are placed on An Garda Síochána to take appropriate steps to safe-
guard life. These obligations are fulfilled by providing procedural protection to persons subject 
of a threat, whether such a person is a member of An Garda Síochána or otherwise. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that current Garda policy provides that when a threat 
is identified or received, it is assessed by local Garda Management in conjunction / consultation 
with the Assistant Commissioner, Garda National Crime & Security Intelligence Service.  This 
threat is then appropriately assessed and a specific Action Plan is put in place to mitigate the risk 
to the person under threat. The source of the threat is subject of separate investigation in order 
to identify those involved for consideration by the Law Officers as to whether or not criminal 
charges should be preferred against the perpetrators.

17/09/2020WRH04600Family Reunification

17/09/2020WRH04700160. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the waiting time for the join 
family or category A visas; the cause of the delays in the processing of the visas; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24574/20]

17/09/2020WRH04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The central concern, as with all visa ser-
vices worldwide, in deciding on visa applications, is to strike an appropriate balance between 
protecting the country’s vital national interests by maintaining an effective immigration regime, 
while at the same time facilitating travel for those who meet the criteria. Each visa application 
is therefore decided on its own merits taking all relevant factors into account.  

The Policy Document on Family Reunification published in December 2013 contains a 
stated business target that visa applications to join Irish citizens should be dealt with within 
six months of receipt of application and applications to join non-EEA nationals should be dealt 
with within 12 months of receipt.Target times for the processing of visas are established as a 
business target, reflecting the detailed and often complex assessment required to be carried out 
in relation to applications, and do not constitute a legal obligation. 

Decisions regarding the grant or refusal of visas are made in a number of Visa Offices 
overseas, the Immigration Service Visa Office in Dublin, and at Embassies of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade which process certain visa applications under delegated sanction 
from my Department.   The processing time for visas in each location is determined by a num-
ber of factors, such as the volumes and complexity of applications, peak application periods 
and the resources available. While every effort is made to process such applications as quickly 
as possible, processing times inevitably vary as a result of these factors. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the way the Immigration Service 
Delivery function (ISD) of my Department conducts its business. In line with Government and 
public health advice, ISD has implemented a suite of measures to help in reducing the spread 
of the virus. These measures included the closure of our offices in Burgh Quay and the imple-
mentation of remote working for Immigration Services staff in order to comply with social and 
physical distancing measures. Unfortunately, these measures have led to a reduction in process-
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ing capacity. While delays are expected including in the processing of family re-unification visa 
applications, ISD is endeavouring to keep operating to the best of its ability.

I am advised that the time taken to decide “join family” visa applications, from family mem-
bers who are in Category A in the Dublin Visa Office, where all necessary information is avail-
able to the Visa Officer, is currently around 6 months.  The time taken for “join family” visa 
applications from family members who are in Category B, is approximately 12 months. The 
processing times for visa decisions are published on the visa pages of each Visa Office and 
Embassy website.

17/09/2020WRH04900Garda Strength

17/09/2020WRH05000161. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice when the Garda protective 
services unit for the Wexford division will be delivered; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24576/20]

17/09/2020WRH05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that Divisional Protective Services Units (DPSUs)  will be in operation within every Garda 
Síochána division shortly. Roll-out of these Units will meet a key commitment in A Policing 
Service for our Future, the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.

Garda authorities have informed me that the Wexford DPSU will be launched on 24 Sep-
tember 2020. To date a total of 21 DPSUs have been established to date across 20 Divisions, 
including two established in the DMR West Division.

More broadly, I can assure the Deputy that addressing domestic abuse remains a key priority 
for An Garda Síochána and the justice sector as a whole at this time. In recognition of the added 
risk of domestic abuse during the pandemic, my Department has led development of an inter-
agency plan to address domestic abuse in the context of the Covid-19 crisis.  This includes the 
provision of additional funding to frontline services, to ensure that supports and services remain 
available to victims and other measures to ensure that the civil and criminal justice system can 
continue to give priority to domestic abuse.  An Garda Síochána continues to give priority to 
those who are at risk of domestic abuse, through a targeted operation “Operation Faoisimh” and 
a public awareness campaign has also been launched, in partnership with the community and 
voluntary sector, to publicise the support which is still available. The campaign website www.
stillhere.ie includes up to date information on domestic abuse and sexual violence, as well as 
information on the services and supports which are available to victims.

17/09/2020WRH05200Family Reunification

17/09/2020WRH05300162. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice if she will address a matter 
(details supplied) in relation to non-EEA reunification visas; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24577/20]

17/09/2020WRH05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Policy Document on Non-EEA Fam-
ily Reunification provides, inter alia, for circumstances where dependent parents can join their 
direct descendants who are non-EEA nationals lawfully resident in Ireland. The Policy Docu-
ment sets out the criteria to be considered where such applications are made. Section 18.3 of 
the document, which is cited in the Deputy’s question, makes it clear that each case must be 
considered on its particular merits.
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The Policy must be read as a whole. For example, section 18.8 of the Policy says that it is 
not intended to allow elderly dependent relatives, other than parents, come to the State for fam-
ily reunification purposes except in very rare circumstances.  Furthermore, section 14.1 of the 
Policy defines ‘dependency’ by reference to the financial and social support the sponsor is al-
ready providing and the degree of dependency involved.  These criteria are carefully examined 
before a decision is made. 

Should a permission be granted, it would initially be a temporary permission lasting for 12 
months but allowing for renewal, subject to the criteria outlined in Policy Document continuing 
to be met. 

17/09/2020WRH05500International Protection

17/09/2020WRH05600163. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if she has liaised with the 
INIS in respect of a person (details supplied); the appeals procedure the person may avail of in 
their specific case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24591/20]

17/09/2020WRH05700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person concerned is the subject of 
a transfer decision to the United Kingdom by the International Protection Office (IPO) of my 
Department, under the EU Dublin III Regulation, which determines the State responsible for 
examining a protection application. The transfer decision was subsequently affirmed on ap-
peal to the International Protection Appeals Tribunal.  

I understand that the matter is now the subject of judicial review proceedings and it would 
not be appropriate for me to make any further comment at this time.   

The person concerned remains legally obliged to comply with any reporting requirements 
placed on them by the Garda National Immigration Bureau, until this process has been con-
cluded. 

17/09/2020WRH05800Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRH05900164. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers dis-
qualified in court per year in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 July 2020; the value of the fines imposed 
by the court; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24632/20]

17/09/2020WRH06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, under the provi-
sions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the provision 
of information on the courts system. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I 
have made enquiries with the Courts Service.  

The number of disqualification orders and the number of persons who were disqualified for 
2018, 2019 and January to July 2020 is detailed in table 1 below.  This table reports for any of-
fence where a disqualification order was imposed.

TABLE 1

Year No. of Orders No. of Persons
Jan – Dec 2018 14,155 9,499
Jan – Dec 2019 14,769 9,699
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Jan – July 2020 5,563 3,811
In addition,  the number of persons and the number and value of fines imposed by the Court 

is shown in table 2 below.  It should be noted that a person may have been disqualified but a 
fine may not have been imposed.

TABLE 2

Year No. of Persons No. of Fines Value of fines
Jan – Dec 2018 7,928 9,950 €3,619,580.07
Jan – Dec 2019 7,857 9,640 €3,474,267.80
Jan – July 2020 2,988 3,607 €1,295,711.31
I am informed by the Courts Service that a project is underway to provide for electronic 

transfer of disqualification orders to the relevant agency once the time period to lodge an ap-
peal has passed, and no appeal has been lodged.  I am further informed that this project is being 
progressed under the oversight of the Circuit and District Courts Operations Directorate. 

I understand that this project is being pursued by the Courts Service independently of the 
work ongoing in An Garda Síochána to progress the mobility project.

17/09/2020WRJ00200Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRJ00300165. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers de-
tected driving while disqualified per year in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 July 2020; the number per 
year arrested at the roadside for the offence; the number per year convicted for the offence; the 
penalties imposed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24633/20]

17/09/2020WRJ00400166. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of disqualified 
drivers detected by county by gardaí using the new Garda mobility device application to date in 
2020; the number arrested by county for the offence; the penalties imposed by the court; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24634/20]

17/09/2020WRJ00500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165 and 
166 together.

I have requested a report from An Garda Síochána about the issues raised by the Deputy in 
these questions. I will revert to the Deputy when this is to hand.

17/09/2020WRJ00700Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRJ00800167. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers de-
tected driving without a licence in 2018; 2019 and up to 31 July 2020; the number summoned to 
court for the offence per year; the penalties imposed per year; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [24635/20]

17/09/2020WRJ00900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from An 
Garda Síochána and the Courts Service on the matter requested by the Deputy and will write 
directly to the Deputy when it is received.

17/09/2020WRJ01000Road Traffic Offences
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17/09/2020WRJ01100168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if An Garda Síochána is 
capturing driver licence numbers at point of detection and recording the driver number on 
summonses; if the Courts Service is accepting this data and inputting the information on the 
disqualification orders for recording onto the national vehicle and driver file database; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24637/20]

17/09/2020WRJ01200172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if she will address the fact 
that the Courts Service is still using a manual form of sending details of drivers disqualified in 
court in batches of 1,600 at the end of each month to the RSA for later input onto the national 
driver file database (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24641/20]

17/09/2020WRJ01300173. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if she will report on plans 
by the Courts Service to automate its system of recording drivers disqualified in court and for-
warding the data electronically to the national vehicle and driver file; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24642/20]

17/09/2020WRJ01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168, 172 
and 173 together.

I have requested information from An Garda Síochána and the Courts Service on the matter 
requested by the Deputy and will write directly to the Deputy when it is received.  

17/09/2020WRJ01500Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRJ01600169. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of disqualified 
drivers that were summoned to court in each year for the failure to surrender their licence to the 
RSA in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 July 2020; the number convicted in each year for the offence; 
the value of the penalties imposed by the court; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24638/20]

17/09/2020WRJ01700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, under the provi-
sions of the Courts Service Act 1998, the management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions.  This includes the provision of 
information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance, I have made appropriate enquiries and the Courts 
Service has advised that the following tables contain the information sought by the Deputy:

Jan – Dec 2018

No of Drivers Before 
the court between 1 
Jan – 31st Dec 2018

No of Drivers Con-
victed

The Amount of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fine

32 14 14 €2,700.00
Jan – Dec 2019

No of Drivers Before 
the court between 1 
Jan -  31st Dec 2019

No of Drivers Con-
victed

The Amount of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fine

22 9 9 €2,630.00
Jan – July 2020



17 September 2020

95

No of Drivers Before 
the court between 1 
Jan – 31 July 2020

No of Drivers Con-
victed

The Amount of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fine

8 2 0 -
I am further advised by the Courts Service that they can only provide data where offence 

codes provided on the system were used by prosecutors.  Prosecutors may have used uncoded 
free text offences and any such offences would not be included in the data provided above.

17/09/2020WRJ01800Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRJ01900170. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of learner driv-
ers detected by gardaí driving on motorways in each year since 2014; the number prosecuted 
for the offence per year; the number convicted in court; the penalties imposed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24639/20]

17/09/2020WRJ02000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from An 
Garda Síochána and the Courts Service on the matter requested by the Deputy and will write 
directly to the Deputy when it is received.  

17/09/2020WRJ02100Road Traffic Offences

17/09/2020WRJ02200171. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if the new Garda mobility 
device records and stores information on the number of disqualified drivers detected at roadside 
checks; if An Garda Síochána is keeping records of the number detected driving while dis-
qualified for operational and statistical reasons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24640/20]

17/09/2020WRJ02300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have written to An Garda Síochána re-
questing a report on the information sought by the Deputy, and will revert when this is to hand.

  Questions Nos. 172 and 173 answered with Question No. 168.

17/09/2020WRJ02600Garda Strength

17/09/2020WRJ02700174. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda mem-
bers in each roads policing unit by Garda division; the number of members in each division 
trained in the use of the new mobility device to facilitate the issuing of fixed charge notices at 
the roadside; the divisions yet to receive training; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24643/20]

17/09/2020WRJ02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have asked An Garda Síochána for the 
information requested by the Deputy, and I will revert to her when this is to hand.

17/09/2020WRJ02900Visa Applications

17/09/2020WRJ03000175. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice when the online renewal system 
for non-EU migrants which only applies to Dublin will be extended to the rest of the country; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24652/20]
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17/09/2020WRJ03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department registers persons residing 
in the Dublin area only. The Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) processes all applica-
tions outside of Dublin through the Garda Station network.    

The Immigration Service of my Department works closely with the GNIB to ensure that 
we continue to focus on delivering high quality services to all of our immigration customers 
outside of the Dublin region. While there are no immediate plans to extend the online renewal 
system to Registration Offices outside Dublin, this is being kept under review, including in the 
context of implementing the recommendation of the Commission on the Future of Policing in 
Ireland. 

Individuals wishing to register or renew their permissions, and who reside outside Dublin, 
should contact their local Immigration Officer on the email address provided prior to attending 
at a Garda Station. Individuals without an appointment will not be seen. Further information on 
the contact details for all the registration offices outside Dublin is available on:

https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/
news-media/reopening-of-registration-offices.html.

17/09/2020WRJ03200Garda Strength

17/09/2020WRJ03300176. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Justice if the August 2020 Garda figures 
include the latest gardaí attested in 2020; the breakdown for each division of the new gardaí 
deployed in 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24683/20]

17/09/2020WRJ03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no re-
sponsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.

The Deputy may wish to know that detailed information in relation to Garda numbers is 
available on my Department’s website.  This information is updated every month with the latest 
data provided by An Garda Síochána, at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_August_2020.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_August_2020.xlsx.

I can confirm that the figures supplied to my Department by An Garda Síochána include the 
newly attested members. 

With regard to the distribution of newly attested members, the Garda authorities have pro-
vided me with a breakdown of the deployment by station of Probationer Gardaí, which I have 
attached to this answer for the Deputy’s information. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
tation/2020-09-17_pq176-17-09-20_en.xlsx”>Probationer Garda Numbers since College Re-
opening in 2014</a>]

17/09/2020WRJ03500Garda Strength
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17/09/2020WRJ03600177. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Justice the number of new gardaí deployed 
to the area of community policing over each of the past five years, including the latest recruits 
attested in 2020, by division, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24684/20]

17/09/2020WRJ03700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have asked An Garda Síochána for the 
information requested by the Deputy, and I will revert to him when this is to hand.

17/09/2020WRJ03800Disability Services Funding

17/09/2020WRJ03900178. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the funding 
for adult care centres particularly to a centre (details supplied). [24529/20]

17/09/2020WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

17/09/2020WRJ04100Hospital Staff

17/09/2020WRJ04200179. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if funding will be secured for the 
recruitment of an additional full-time consultant urologist for Tallaght University Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24465/20]

17/09/2020WRJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

17/09/2020WRJ04400Eating Disorders

17/09/2020WRJ04500180. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year capital and 
current costs of doubling the number of beds dedicated to eating disorders; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24466/20]

17/09/2020WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

17/09/2020WRJ04700Hospital Staff

17/09/2020WRJ04800181. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if the need for dieticians and 
nurse specialists in insulin pump therapy funding in the University of Limerick Hospital Group 
(details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24467/20]

17/09/2020WRJ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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17/09/2020WRJ05000Hospital Services

17/09/2020WRJ05100182. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken by the 
University of Limerick Hospitals Group to provide insulin pump therapy as a treatment option 
to all eligible adults with type 1 diabetes; the plans of the group to provide type 1 diabetes self-
management education to adults attending its clinics; if the group has included the specialist 
nursing staff and dieticians required to provide insulin pump therapy for adult diabetes services 
across the group within its budget proposal; and if he will fund same. [24489/20]

17/09/2020WRJ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRJ05300Dental Services 

17/09/2020WRJ05400183. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the oral 
healthcare of children and special needs patients are not being neglected due to Covid-19 restric-
tions in view of reports that young children are being prescribed antibiotics instead of having 
much-needed extractions; when a full resumption of community oral healthcare services will 
take place in Dublin north city CHO9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24490/20]

17/09/2020WRJ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRJ05600Covid-19 Tests

17/09/2020WRJ05700184. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of medical scien-
tists employed in laboratories which are conducting Covid-19 tests; his plans to increase the 
number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24495/20]

17/09/2020WRJ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRK00200Covid-19 Tests

17/09/2020WRK00300185. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of hiring an additional 
one medical scientist in testing laboratories. [24496/20]

17/09/2020WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRK00500Covid-19 Tests

17/09/2020WRK00600186. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing at 10% 
pay rise to medical scientists and the hiring of an additional one medical scientist with this in 
mind [24497/20]

17/09/2020WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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17/09/2020WRK00800Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2020WRK00900187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24508/20]

17/09/2020WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan.  

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.  

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRK01100Covid-19 Pandemic

17/09/2020WRK01200188. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will ease the current Covid-19 
restrictions in maternity services to enable partners and birth partners of pregnant women to 
attend pre-natal scans, appointments and at childbirth; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24521/20]

17/09/2020WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I acknowledge that the current restric-
tions in maternity hospitals are presenting difficulties and this is hugely regrettable.  However, it 
is necessary to reduce footfall in order to protect women, babies, staff and our maternity service 
as a whole. 

Maternity hospitals have performed well during the pandemic and have continued to keep 
women, babies and staff safe.  The fact that there have been no Covid maternal deaths in this 
country, and that we have a had a low incidence in pregnant women, suggests that the current 
approach is working.

However, we must remain vigilant as services resume and higher numbers of people attend 
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hospitals. Maternity hospitals rely on very specialised personnel; should an outbreak of CO-
VID-19 occur in a maternity hospital, the ability to provide safe, quality care would be severely 
impacted.  It should be remembered that maternity hospitals care for fragile infants at the ex-
tremes of prematurity.

All maternity hospitals are challenged by the pandemic, but those challenges vary consider-
ably.  Decisions on any restrictions are therefore made, implemented and reviewed at hospital 
level.

Decisions to restrict visitors in our maternity hospitals have not been taken lightly.  Manage-
ment and staff are acutely aware of the very important support provided by partners at the time 
of birth.  I have been assured that maternity hospitals wish to facilitate this support as far as 
possible.   In that context, I can assure the Deputy that any restrictions currently in place have 
been minimised as much as possible and will be subject to ongoing review.

17/09/2020WRK01400General Practitioner Services

17/09/2020WRK01500189. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the approval of two 
additional general practitioners or family doctors for a health centre (details supplied) to allevi-
ate the lack of general practitioner care and out-of-hours coverage in the area. [24522/20]

17/09/2020WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is aware of the work-
force issues facing general practice, including those affecting certain rural areas, and has imple-
mented a range of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general 
practice. These measures include an increase in expenditure on GP services of €210 million 
annually by 2023 under the 2019 Agreement on GP contractual reforms and service develop-
ments, including an increase in support for rural practices and practices in urban areas of de-
privation, as well as increases in the annual number of GP training places available to medical 
graduates.

Where a vacancy arises in a practice with a GMS contract, the HSE becomes actively in-
volved in the recruitment process to find a replacement GP. However, I note that the health 
centre in question is a private practice and as such is free to recruit additional staff in accordance 
with its needs.

17/09/2020WRK01700Disease Management

17/09/2020WRK01800190. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to address an issue (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24523/20]

17/09/2020WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to women’s health and the 
issue of endometriosis, I am glad to highlight the commitment to promoting women’s health 
which is highlighted within the Programme for Government. This includes a specific commit-
ment to supporting “the work of the Women’s Health Taskforce, including the development of 
a Women’s Health Action Plan, to tackle a wide range of issues impacting women’s health out-
comes in Ireland.’ The Women’s Health Taskforce was established in September 2019 with the 
aim of improving women’s health outcomes and experiences of healthcare. A number of initial 
priority areas for action have been determined by the Taskforce, with the issue of endometriosis 
recognised and included as part of a priority workstream on improving gynaecological health 
for women and girls. These workstreams are currently developing proposals to improve women 
and girls’ health and further updates will be made available on the official Women’s Health 
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Taskforce webpage: https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/-womens-health/.

Work related to this area is ongoing within HSE. The HSE’s National Women & Infants 
Health Programme has advised that the best way to help the majority of patients with endome-
triosis is to improve access to gynaecology services.  As such, the Programme has developed a 
plan to increase capacity and reduce waiting times for women awaiting general gynaecology, 
which includes patients with endometriosis. The plan aims to re-orient general gynaecology 
services to an ambulatory, or see and treat, model, rather than the traditional outpatient referral 
model.  An ambulatory care model is a more efficient and effective use of resources.  It is also 
better for the patient as it reduces the requirement for multiple outpatient appointments. The roll 
out of Phase One of the new Model of Care has commenced, with the first three clinics to be 
established under the governance of the Rotunda Hospital, Cork University Maternity Hospital, 
and University Hospital Galway, with a more limited clinic in Waterford.  Ultimately a maxi-
mum of 13 clinics will be established on a phased basis over the coming 3 to 4 years.

17/09/2020WRK02000Primary Medical Certificates

17/09/2020WRK02100191. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when assessments for primary 
medical certificates will recommence at Roxtown health centre, Limerick city. [24524/20]

17/09/2020WRK02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRK02300Primary Medical Certificates

17/09/2020WRK02400192. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive an assessment appointment for a primary medical certificate at the HSE 
Roxtown health centre, Limerick city [24525/20]

17/09/2020WRK02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

17/09/2020WRK02600Abortion Services Provision

17/09/2020WRK02700193. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if enquiries were carried out 
by his Department to ascertain if women here were negatively impacted or suffered injury or 
death due to the prescription of abortion pills in view the death of two women in the UK after 
ingesting same prescribed by telemedicine during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [24545/20]

17/09/2020WRK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, as part of the 
Government’s ongoing efforts to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19, the 
Department of Health and the HSE worked together to put new arrangements in place to tem-
porarily allow termination of pregnancy services in early pregnancy to be provided remotely.

For the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency, where the need for social dis-
tancing, reducing personal contacts and reducing the burden on medical practitioners are para-
mount, it will be possible for a woman to access a termination under section 12 of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (i.e. before 12 weeks) from her medical 
practitioner by telephone or video conference consultation. 

The arrangement enabling remote consultation will be reviewed once the public health 
emergency is declared over. 

There is ongoing engagement between the Department of Health and the HSE on the deliv-
ery of termination of pregnancy services.

17/09/2020WRK02900Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2020WRK03000194. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive an ENT consultation [24554/20]

17/09/2020WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan.  

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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17/09/2020WRK03200Foster Care

17/09/2020WRK03300195. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the Farrelly 
Commission in relation to the Grace case; when the report of the commission will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24555/20]

17/09/2020WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I received correspondence from the 
Commission of Investigation (Certain Matters Relative to a Disability Service in the South East 
and Related Matters) (“the Farrelly Commission”) on 22nd July 2020. The correspondence, in 
the form of an eighth interim report, included an application by the Farrelly Commission for a 
further time extension to allow it to complete its phase 1 work. 

The Commission’s request for an extension is in addition to two twelve-month extensions 
granted in May 2018 and May 2019, and a ten-week preliminary extension granted in May 
2020 to allow it to identify the further time needed to complete its Phase 1 Final Report.  

I granted the Commission an interim extension to allow it to continue its work. The Minister 
for Disability, Anne Rabbitte, T.D. and I are considering the Commission’s request for a further 
extension and the rationale for this and have arranged a meeting with the Commission in the 
coming week to discuss. A determination on the extension will be made following this meeting.

17/09/2020WRK03500Home Help Service

17/09/2020WRK03600196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a home help package will 
be made available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24573/20]

17/09/2020WRK03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

17/09/2020WRK03800Health Services

17/09/2020WRK03900197. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a registered letter (details supplied) addressed to him; if his officials attention has 
been drawn to the correspondence; if he has issued instructions to them on foot of same; if he 
will address and return responses to the twelve questions put to him by the person; his plans to 
inquire fully into the matters raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24582/20]

17/09/2020WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that the correspondence 
referred to by the Deputy has been received and I will consider it in due course.

17/09/2020WRK04100Covid-19 Pandemic

17/09/2020WRK04200198. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if, in consultation with NPHET, 
consideration will be given to a proposal from a federation (details supplied) [24583/20]

17/09/2020WRK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is no doubt aware on 
Tuesday 15 September, 2020 the Government published it’s medium term plan ‘Resilience and 
Recovery 2020-2021 - Plan for Living with COVID-19’ which frames Ireland’s approach to 
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managing and living with COVID-19 in a range of areas over the next 6 - 9 months.

The plan sets out five levels of response, each with a number of measures designed to help 
us all lower COVID-19 transmission, and setting out what is permitted at that moment in time. 
It aims to allow society and businesses to be able to operate as normally as possible, while con-
tinuing to suppress the virus. 

Each level outlines what is permitted for social or family gatherings, work and public trans-
port, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious services. Any measure in-
cluded at any level in this plan is underpinned by expert advice and recommendations from the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). 

Ireland is currently at Level 2 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 and it is intended that 
the public health measures at this level will be effective until 5 October, 2020.  Arising from 
concerns over the incidence of COVID-19 in Dublin, and following the recommendation of the 
NPHET, the Government has agreed that additional measures will apply in the county. How-
ever, I would urge the Deputy and the federation to now review the current public health advice 
and information on the Plan for Living with COVID-19, available at the following link: https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/. I be-
lieve that the detail set out in the new plan goes some way to meeting the needs of the sector.

17/09/2020WRK04400Mental Health Commission

17/09/2020WRK04500199. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the number of lawyers, barristers 
and solicitors retained on the Mental Health Commission records to act as tribunal chairpersons 
[24586/20]

17/09/2020WRK04600202. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the number of barristers retained 
by the Mental Health Commission as chairpersons for tribunals [24598/20]

17/09/2020WRK04700203. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the number of solicitors retained 
by the Mental Health Commission as chairpersons for tribunals [24601/20]

17/09/2020WRK04800205. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health tri-
bunals held in 2019 and up to 31 August 2020 [24603/20]

17/09/2020WRK04900206. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the amount paid by the Mental 
Health Commission to chairpersons of tribunals in 2019 to 31 August 2020 [24605/20]

17/09/2020WRK05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 199, 202, 203, 205 and 206 together.

1 - Professional Fees to Chairpersons (not including T&S) 

2019 – €1,349,635

2020 (1.1.20 to 31.8.20) – €893,091

2. A total of 2,024 mental health tribunals took place in 2019. 1,326 mental health tribunals 
took place from 1 January 2020 to 31 August 2020. Please note that not all orders made result 
in a mental health tribunal.

3. There are 29 solicitors retained by the Mental Health Commission as tribunal chairper-
sons.
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4. There are 63 barristers retained by the Mental Health Commission as tribunal chairper-
sons.

5. There are 92 lawyers, barristers and solicitors retained by the Mental Health Commission 
as tribunal chairpersons.

17/09/2020WRK05100Dental Services 

17/09/2020WRK05200200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding medical card holders attending dental appointments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24587/20]

17/09/2020WRK05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These ser-
vices are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. The 
DTSS contract has not expired and is operated by approximately 1,400 private dentists through-
out the country. After an interruption to services caused by the current COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has worked with the dental profession and in 
particular the Dental Council, to provide revised guidance to enable the resumption of the safe 
provision of routine care.  

I understand that a small number of dentists have withdrawn from the DTSS.  I expect due 
process to be followed in respect of any withdrawal from the terms of a DTSS contract, in par-
ticular regarding an appropriate period of notice. I also expect dentists to continue to honour 
their ethical and contractual obligations to patients during the notice withdrawal period, to ei-
ther provide a service or to ensure that patients are referred to another dentist who will provide 
a service. The HSE will assist medical card holders in accessing such treatment, if required. 

17/09/2020WRK05400Departmental Meetings

17/09/2020WRK05500201. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the meetings held by his of-
ficials from assistant principal level upwards with representatives of the food industry in rela-
tion to the issue of adult or child obesity in Ireland from 2011 to 2016; the dates, attendees and 
matters that were discussed at each meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24596/20]

17/09/2020WRK05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The infor-
mation sought is not readily available in the format requested by the Deputy.  My officials will 
collate the information required and will revert to the Deputy in the coming weeks.

  Questions Nos. 202 and 203 answered with Question No. 199.

17/09/2020WRK05900Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2020WRK06000204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24602/20]

17/09/2020WRK06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.
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  Questions Nos. 205 and 206 answered with Question No. 199.

17/09/2020WRL00400Disease Management

17/09/2020WRL00500207. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for tackling asthma; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24607/20]

17/09/2020WRL00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL00700Air Pollution

17/09/2020WRL00800208. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for acting on smoky 
coal and air pollution and their impact on health; the extent of his cooperation and engagement 
with other Departments on the matter to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24608/20]

17/09/2020WRL00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Policy responsibility regarding smoky 
coal and air pollution is a matter for the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment.

My colleague the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, signed 
regulations in July to add thirteen new Low Smoke Zones (LSZs) to the existing LSZs, the 
first of which were introduced in 1990. The effect of this latest important step is that all Irish 
towns with populations in excess of 10,000  are now LSZs within which the marketing, sale, 
distribution and burning of certain fuels is prohibited. This will have a positive impact in terms 
of reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels in the areas selected, with consequent 
public health benefits for residents of these new zones.

I am informed that the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment is 
also taking the first step in preparing new solid fuels regulations. This includes the development 
of a public consultation document which recognises the need for a more comprehensive ap-
proach to the regulation of solid fuel, with a view to ensuring a transition to lower polluting fu-
els for residential heating. My Department will provide input to the consultation as appropriate.

17/09/2020WRL01000Community Intervention Teams

17/09/2020WRL01100209. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health when provision will be made 
to introduce community intervention team services to County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24610/20]

17/09/2020WRL01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL01300Covid-19 Tests

17/09/2020WRL01400210. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to allow for 
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non-appointment drive through Covid-19 testing throughout Country Wexford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24611/20]

17/09/2020WRL01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL01600Home Care Packages

17/09/2020WRL01700211. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the provisions being put in 
place to fund additional homecare hours to persons already approved for and awarded hours 
but unable to receive the hours due to no available funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24614/20]

17/09/2020WRL01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Home Sup-
port Service is a core service for older people and is highly valued by service users, their fami-
lies and by the Health Service Executive. It provides supports which assist older people to live 
independently in their own homes for longer and enables large numbers of people to return 
home following acute hospital admission who otherwise would remain in hospital or would be 
admitted to long stay residential care.

The HSE has advised that the spread of COVID-19 throughout our communities has posed 
significant challenges for many areas of our Older Person’s Services, including Home Support 
Services. As a result of the impact of COVID-19 and the national effort across all Community 
Healthcare Organisations throughout the country, some aspects of normal monthly reporting 
have been delayed with data coverage issues in some areas   therefore available data is prelimi-
nary and may be subject to change.  Preliminary data currently available reflects the period to 
the end of July 2020. As of this date:

- over 9.8 million home support hours were delivered nationally to 51,571 people

- Almost 165,000 home support hours have been delivered to 148 people through intensive 
home care packages.

- there were 4,550 people waiting for funding for new or additional home support 

Winter 20/21 is expected to be particularly challenging due to the presence of COVID-19 
and the uncertainty around the level of COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 health care demands.

The HSE is finalising a Plan, in line with Sláintecare principles, for winter planning within 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The initiatives in the Plan are aimed at increasing hospital and community capacity, re-
ducing unnecessary hospital admissions by enhancing alternative community care pathways, 
and enabling timely discharges from acute hospitals, and consequently reduce waiting times in 
hospital emergency departments. There will be a focus on targeted actions to shift care to home 
and ambulatory care environments, especially for high-risk cohorts such as elderly patients and 
those with chronic illnesses. 

The resources for the Plan will be sought as part of the 2021 estimates process. In advance 
of this, Government has allocated €600m to support the early roll-out of the Winter specific 
measures in this Plan. This will facilitate the commencement of priority measures from an op-
erational perspective.
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17/09/2020WRL01900Long-Term Illness Scheme

17/09/2020WRL02000212. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to include asthma on 
the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24615/20]

17/09/2020WRL02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The LTI Scheme was established under 
Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: 
acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic 
fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkin-
sonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions 
arising from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, a review of the current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and 
medication charges, will be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implemen-
tation Strategy.  

In the meantime, for people who are not eligible for the LTI scheme, there are other arrange-
ments which protect them from excessive medicine costs. 

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines. 

Persons who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependents may be eligible for a medical card. In accordance with the 
provisions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by 
the HSE. In certain circumstances the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, 
even though an applicant exceeds the income guidelines, where he or she faces difficult finan-
cial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from illness. 

The HSE afford applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting documentation to deter-
mine whether undue hardship exists and to fully take account of all relevant circumstances that 
may benefit them in assessment, including medical evidence of costs and certain expenses. 

In circumstances where an applicant is still over the income limit for a medical card, they 
are then assessed for a GP visit card, which entitles the applicant to GP visits without charge. 

Further information on the medical card scheme and the application process are available 
at www.hse.ie. 

Patients may also be entitled to claim tax relief on the cost of medical expenses. This in-
cludes medicines prescribed by a doctor, dentist, or consultant. Relief is at the standard tax rate 
of 20%. Details on how to claim are at www.revenue.ie.

17/09/2020WRL02200Disability Services Provision

17/09/2020WRL02300213. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the backlog or waiting list of 
appointments for each of the service areas managed by a service (details supplied) at a location; 
the details of the current employment levels; the number of unfilled vacancies the HSE has; 
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the future recruitment plans to fill the vacancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24616/20]

17/09/2020WRL02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the needto improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

 The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL02500Departmental Communications

17/09/2020WRL02600214. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if his Department or bodies work-
ing on behalf of his Department are monitoring social media for those that criticise Government 
policy. [24660/20]

17/09/2020WRL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that my Department are 
not monitoring social media for those that criticise Government policy.

WHO Outbreak Communication Planning Guides state that “Understanding the public’s 
risk perceptions, views and concerns is critical to effective communication and the broader 
emergency management function it supports. Without knowing how people understand and 
perceive a given risk and what their existing beliefs and practices are, decisions and required 
behaviour changes necessary to protect health may not occur and societal or economic disrup-
tion may be more severe.”

I can confirm that, as per WHO guidance, my Department has been actively listening to pub-
lic views and concerns from the outset of this pandemic, collating commentary on social and 
traditional media. My Department is also conducting surveys among the general public through 
the Amarach survey, published regularly on the Department’s website.

17/09/2020WRL02800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

17/09/2020WRL02900215. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce legisla-
tion to premiere the medical uses of cannabis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24661/20]

17/09/2020WRL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 26th June 2019, the Minister for 
Health signed legislation to allow for the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme 
on a pilot basis for five years. 

The Programme will facilitate access to cannabis-based products for medical use in line 
with legislation and with the clinical guidance for the scheme. 

Cannabis products will only be listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulations once they have been 
considered as suitable for use under the Medical Cannabis Access Programme. 
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The Medical Cannabis Access Programme will make it possible for a medical consultant to 
prescribe a cannabis-based treatment for a patient under his or her care for the following medi-
cal conditions, where the patient has failed to respond to standard treatments:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

The following specified controlled drug products (cannabis-based products) have been ac-
cepted as being suitable for use under the Medical Cannabis Access Programme:

- Aurora High CBD Oil Drops

- CannEpil Oral Solution

- Tilray Oral Solution THC10:CBD10 25ml

The HSE is currently engaged in pricing and supply negotiations with manufacturers and 
suppliers of the products listed above, for this reason the programme is not yet operational. 
Pending the conclusion of these negotiations I am not in a position to put a specific date on the 
commencement of the programme.

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licencing route pursuant to Section 14 of the 
Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016 to prescribe cannabis-based products for their patients, should 
they wish to do so.  

In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis for 
medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the De-
partment of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the management 
of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time.   

Further information on medical cannabis is available on the Department’s website. 

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

17/09/2020WRL03100Hospital Services

17/09/2020WRL03200216. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health when external providers of addi-
tional therapies will be allowed to resume in community hospitals; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24662/20]

17/09/2020WRL03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL03400Disability Services Provision
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17/09/2020WRL03500217. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his views on the impact of the 
redeployment of HSE therapists to work as Covid-19 testers and contact tracers on the services 
provided to persons with disabilities. [24663/20]

17/09/2020WRL03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

 The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRL03700Legislative Measures

17/09/2020WRL03800218. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of measures via 
amending legislation or statutory instrument to ban smoking in outdoor areas including in loca-
tions food is consumed; the person or body that would be responsible for the implementation 
and enforcement of such a measure; the location the jurisdiction of same lies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24681/20]

17/09/2020WRL03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In April 2018 the Government agreed 
to support a Seanad Private Members’ Motion to legislate for the introduction of a smoking ban 
in areas where food is consumed, including in outdoor areas, and to address this measure on 
completion of the current tobacco control legislative programme. 

The current tobacco control legislation project is the Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine 
Inhaling Products) Bill. The Government approved the drafting of the Bill in October 2019. The 
Bill will introduce a licensing system for the sale of tobacco and nicotine inhaling products, 
prohibit the sale of tobacco products at events and locations primarily intended for children and 
prohibit the sale of nicotine inhaling products to children.

The promotion of tobacco free environments through the use of voluntary measures or by 
the introduction of bye-laws is a key component of Tobacco Free Ireland - Ireland’s national 
tobacco control policy. Initiatives creating tobacco free environments in healthcare settings, 
sporting facilities, playgrounds, educational campuses and in towns and cities have been suc-
cessfully developed through consultation with stakeholders including local authorities, educa-
tional bodies, the HSE and the Department of Health. 

The responsibility for enforcement of current tobacco control law rests with the Environ-
mental Health Service of the HSE therefore it is likely that any measure to ban smoking in 
outdoor areas would be enforced by that body.

17/09/2020WRL04000Horticulture Sector

17/09/2020WRL04100219. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to compensate plant nurseries which recently saw significant damage to stock as a result 
of poor weather conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24469/20]
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17/09/2020WRL04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
fully aware of the effects caused by recent challenging weather conditions and its impact on the 
agri sector generally including the specialised nursery sector. This is most regrettable as many 
of the affected growers were facing very strong market demand for their produce after a number 
of challenging years. 

The Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the Horticulture Sector is a mecha-
nism that can assist growers to help businesses rebuild and address the challenge of climate 
adaptation. My Department is prioritising payment of grant aid to approved applicants under 
the 2019 Scheme and it is expected that the full budget of €6 million will be drawn down by 
the end of 2020.  

This Scheme is due to re-open towards the end of October 2020 and grant aids capital 
investments in specialised plant and equipment as well as emerging technologies specific to 
commercial horticulture production. Under this scheme, aid at a rate of 40% (or a maximum 
rate of 50% in the case of young farmers) is payable on the accepted cost of approved capital 
investments or equipment. This Scheme is 100% funded by the Irish Government. 

In addition, growers and food businesses can also benefit from access to the Government’s 
liquidity and investment responses to Covid-19 impacts, including the expansion of the Fu-
ture Growth Loan Scheme for capital investment and Microfinance Ireland loans for working 
capital.   While the banks have extended their payment break from three months to six months 
for those directly impacted by Covid-19, the Government has announced an expanded Credit 
Guarantee Schemes, which will support working capital lending to SMEs, including farmers. 

Finally, food businesses are eligible for the Covid Working Capital Loan Scheme, as well as 
Enterprise Ireland supports to maintain business continuity and liquidity. Bord Bia has provided 
an additional €1m Covid-19 response Marketing Package for Agri businesses to accelerate 
eCommerce and expand marketing activities.

17/09/2020WRL04300Forestry Sector

17/09/2020WRL04400220. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of staff within the Forestry Office; the number of staff processing forestry appeals: 
the members of the Forestry Appeals Board; the frequency at which the Board meets: the num-
ber of times the Board has met each year since its inception; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24475/20]

17/09/2020WRL04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): There 
are currently 147 staff working across the Department’s three Forestry Divisions.   There staff 
are a combination of forestry inspectors, ecologists, archeologists and administrative staff.  

 I wish to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office is a separate independent 
Office providing an appeals service for agriculture schemes of the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine since 2002.  

In 2018, the Office was assigned responsibility for implementing a new statutory appeals 
service for appeals against Department decisions on forestry licences. The Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) also operates independently of my Department. 

The staff allocation for the Agriculture Appeals Office is a Director, 11 Appeals Officers and 
10.5 administrative support staff.  The staff undertake duties in relation to both Agriculture Ap-
peals and Forestry Appeals. All Appeals Officers are members of the FAC. 
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The FAC is chaired by an independent chairperson, Mr. Des Johnson formerly of An Bord 
Pleanala. The quorum for the committee is three. Two Appeals Officer who have been assigned 
full time to the FAC and all other appeals officers are assigned on a rotating basis whilst also 
carrying out their Agriculture Appeals Officer functions. 

The work of the FAC continues on a daily basis in relation to the processing of appeals, 
circulation of information and publishing the outcome of appeals on the website. In 2018 and 
2019, the FAC held 47 and 45 hearings respectively.  To date in 2020, the FAC have held 182 
hearings (since 30th March 2020, these meetings have been held remotely).

Since the FAC was established, the number of appeals has increased significantly: the num-
ber of forestry licence appeals received in 2019 was 489 in respect of 311 licences which was 
more than double the combined total of appeals received in 2017 and 2018 (231 in respect of 
169 licences). To date in 2020, there have been 689 forestry appeals received against 444 li-
cences. 

We have also proposed new legislation amending the Agriculture Appeals Act which is 
designed to align forestry licensing appeals process with best practice in other appeals pro-
cesses.  For instance, it includes proposals for the appointment of Deputy Chairpersons and 
the creation of sub-divisions of the main Committee which will increase capacity to hold hear-
ings.   Certain other efficiencies in the operation of the committee are also proposed. 

My Department has received almost 9,000 submissions in response to the publication of 
the draft Bill.  The level of engagement with this legislation is very welcome.  Early analysis 
by officials of my Department shows a significant majority of submissions received support 
the introduction of the Bill and the proposals therein.  The careful examination of submissions 
is continuing ahead of publishing them on my Department’s website.  The submissions will 
inform the updated version of the Bill, which I will present to the House in the next fortnight 
subject to all procedures being complete. 

Additional resources have previously been assigned to the FAC, including additional ad-
ministrative resources and personnel with planning expertise, to assist with administering ap-
peals.  These will be added to shortly to ensure their readiness for the implementation of the 
Bill, subject to its passing in the Oireachtas.

17/09/2020WRL04600Departmental Staff

17/09/2020WRL04700221. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of ecologists currently working on forestry licensing within his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24476/20]

17/09/2020WRL04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): There 
are currently 14 full-time equivalent ecologists working on forestry licensing applications for 
the Department. These are a combination of permanent ecologists employed directly by the 
Department and ecologists contracted in from outside  This is a very significant increase in 
ecology resources and a heavy investment by my Department in response to current licencing 
issues and the need for greater ecological assessment of licences. This situation will be kept 
under review.

17/09/2020WRL04900Forestry Sector
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17/09/2020WRL05000222. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
time frame he envisages in implementing the Mackinnon Report on the forestry sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24488/20]

17/09/2020WRL05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Mackinnon Review, which was carried out by Mr. James Mackinnon, CBE former Chief Plan-
ner with the Scottish Government, reviewed the forestry approval process and related issues 
in Ireland.  This was similar to an exercise that Mr. Mackinnon had previously conducted for 
the Scottish authorities.  The Review was published at the end of last year and presented to the 
Forestry Programme Implementation Group in January.  Its implementation is one of the com-
mitments that this Government made for forestry in the Programme for Government.  

The Review was informed by, among other things, discussions with a range of stakehold-
ers including the forestry sector, farming organisations, the Environmental Pillar, State Bodies, 
Teagasc and the Forestry Appeals Committee.  In addition, written submissions were received 
at the time. 

The Review includes 22 “Ways Forward” or recommendations across a range of issues.  I 
am pleased to say that many of these recommendations have already been taken on board and 
acted upon by my Department.  For instance, in line with Mackinnon, an amendment to the Ag-
riculture Appeals Act has been introduced and guidance on preparing Natura Impact Statements 
for forestry licence application has been issued.  My Department has also introduced a single 
consent system for forestry road planning.  

It is of course very important that the Review is implemented in the best way possible and 
that is why I am currently examining the appointment of an independent chair to oversee the 
process.  The intention is that this person will report on the feasibility of implementing the 
Mackinnon recommendations for further consideration.  A review of the Forestry Programme 
Implementation Group is currently underway to enhance representation so that the membership 
on the Group is best selected to help advise me and my Department on the implementation of 
the Forestry Programme.  

There is a huge amount of activity in forestry, especially on the reform of the planning and 
appeals processes and the introduction of the Agriculture Appeals Amendment Bill to the House 
soon. Nonetheless, I understand the implementation of Mackinnon is also a priority and I expect 
to be making further announcements on this issue very soon.

17/09/2020WRL05200Proposed Legislation

17/09/2020WRL05300223. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
timeline for implementation of the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24492/20]

17/09/2020WRL05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): At its 
meeting of 27 July, Government approved a Memorandum seeking approval to draft an urgent 
amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 along the lines of the Heads of Bill presented. 
This will reform the forestry appeals process by bringing it into line with similar planning pro-
cesses and is one of the commitments in the Programme for Government. 

I published the draft Bill for public consultation on 30 July for a four-week period with a 
closing date on Friday 28th August. My officials are currently reviewing nearly 9,000 submis-
sions on the draft Bill received by the closing date. I am planning to present the final draft Bill 
to the Houses of the Oireachtas in the next fortnight subject to all necessary preparations being 
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complete.

17/09/2020WRL05500Forestry Sector

17/09/2020WRL05600224. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
consideration is being given to the reform of the Forestry #Appeals Committee in view of the 
crisis in the forestry industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24493/20]

17/09/2020WRL05700229. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
consider the allocation of additional resources to the Forestry Appeals Committee in view of 
the current crisis in the industry and the slow rate of appeals processing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24514/20]

17/09/2020WRL05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 224 and 229 together.

I recognise the difficulties that the delays to forestry licensing and forestry appeals are caus-
ing.  The Government is committed to improvements to the  licensing and appeals system as 
set out in the Programme for Government.  It is very clear that the current system needs to be 
improved so that it can operate more efficiently.  

The proposed Bill amending the Agriculture Appeals Act is designed to align forestry li-
censing appeals process with best practice in other appeals processes.  For instance, it includes 
proposals for the appointment of Deputy Chairpersons and the creation of sub-divisions of the 
main Committee which will increase capacity to hold hearings.   Certain other efficiencies in 
the operation of the committee are also proposed.

My Department has received almost 9,000 submissions in response to the publication of 
the draft Bill.  The level of engagement with this legislation is very welcome.  Early analysis 
by officials of my Department shows a significant majority of submissions received support 
the introduction of the Bill and the proposals therein.  The careful examination of submissions 
is continuing ahead of publishing them on my Department’s website.  The submissions will 
inform the updated version of the Bill, which I will present to the House in the next fortnight 
subject to all procedures being complete. 

Additional resources have previously been assigned to the FAC, including additional ad-
ministrative resources and personnel with planning expertise, to assist with administering ap-
peals.  These will be added to shortly to ensure their readiness for the implementation of the 
Bill, subject to its passing in the Oireachtas.  

I believe that the proposed Bill, along with our Project Plans for managing the licencing 
backlog, will greatly improve the overall system and will  result in an increase in the number of 
licences available for planting, forest roads  and felling.

17/09/2020WRM00200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

17/09/2020WRM00300225. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his plans to carry out a review of the anomalies that presented in the ANC eligibility 
process in County Donegal; and his further plans to financially assist those farmers that have 
been affected by the decisions. [24498/20]

17/09/2020WRM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
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review of eligibility under the ANC scheme was completed in time for payments under the 2019 
Scheme.  The detail of the review process was agreed in advance with the EU Commission and 
it was implemented to address inconsistencies across Member States in the previous designa-
tion process.

An independent appeals process was put in place for farmers who were dissatisfied with the 
outcome of the review.  This process is now complete and it remains open to farmers to further 
appeal to the Ombudsman should they wish to do so. Separately those farmers whose land was 
deemed no longer eligible for ANC payment following the 2019 review were compensated by 
means of a degressive payment for two years after the implementation of the review.  

17/09/2020WRM00500Proposed Legislation

17/09/2020WRM00600226. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
consider the comments (details supplied) with regard to the draft Agricultural Appeal (Amend-
ment) Bill 2020  [24500/20]

17/09/2020WRM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): At its 
meeting of 27 July, Government approved a Memorandum seeking approval to draft an urgent 
amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 along the lines of the Heads of Bill presented. 
This will reform the forestry appeals process by bringing it into line with similar planning pro-
cesses and is one of the commitments in the Programme for Government. I have subsequently 
published the draft Bill for public consultation on 30 July for a four-week period with a closing 
date on Friday 28th August. My officials are currently reviewing the close to 9,000 submissions 
on the draft Bill received. All contributions received will be taken into consideration for the 
final draft Bill which will be presented to the Houses of the Oireachtas as soon as possible.

17/09/2020WRM00800Fishing Industry

17/09/2020WRM00900227. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he has decided on the 2020 management arrangements for the Celtic Sea Herring 
scientific fishery; if so, if he is satisfied that these arrangements will not only meet the sampling 
requirement to provide data to the Marine Institute but also make the best use of the quota from 
a socioeconomic perspective; if he is satisfied that the quota is being allocated in line with 
Article 17 of the Common Fisheries Policy which allows quota to be allocated on grounds of 
socioeconomic and environmental impact along with allocation based on historical track re-
cord; and if he is confident that the arrangements will maximise the use of the quota to assist the 
beleaguered inshore fleet that have not been fortunate enough to benefit from the 40% increase 
in 2020  in the mackerel quota. [24501/20]

17/09/2020WRM01000228. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he is satisfied that the advice of the Celtic Sea Herring Management Advisory Com-
mittee represents the best use of the quota in terms of meeting the sampling requirement to 
provide data to the Marine Institute but also make the best use of the quota from a socioeco-
nomic perspective; and if he is satisfied that the advice of the committee reflects the views of 
all stakeholders in particular those in the inshore sector that make up over 80% of the Irish fleet 
and are responsible for over 50% of direct employment in the sector. [24502/20]

17/09/2020WRM01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 227 and 228 together.
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The Celtic Sea Herring stock occurs to the south of Ireland. It is prosecuted by two fleets, 
the main fleet which operates across the Celtic Sea (primarily ICES division 7g) and the sen-
tinel fleet comprising of vessels that are under 17 metres in length overall that operate in the 
Dunmore box (inshore waters in Dunmore East area). 

In Ireland, fish quotas are a public resource owned by the State and are made available to 
fishing vessels based on an overall policy framework which has been developed over the past 
30 years. The result of this long standing policy is that the Irish fishing fleet involves a balanced 
spread of sizes and types of fishing vessels who have retained a strong economic link with our 
coastal communities and have delivered economic activity including vital employment in these 
communities, where there are very limited alternative economic activities.  

The key commercial whitefish quotas (cod, haddock, monk, hake etc) are managed on a 
monthly basis with maximum catch limits set for vessels.  Pelagic stocks such as mackerel and 
herring are managed on an annual or seasonal basis with catch limits set based on allocation 
regimes developed over many years and primarily related to historical catch records.   The 
Irish fish quota management system is designed to ensure, having regard to fishing patterns 
and market conditions, a fair and rational allocation of quotas between fishing vessel operators 
and management to support fishing seasons and the availability of by-catch quotas during the 
year. The management arrangements have been set and developed over many years since the 
commencement of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and the introduction of quotas.   Any 
amendments or changes to the policy on management arrangements are determined by the Min-
ister of the time following detailed analysis and full consultation with stakeholders.   

Within the policy, allocations and other arrangements are decided by the Minister on an 
ongoing basis having regard for the advice of the Quota Management Advisory Committee 
(QMAC) and, for the Celtic Sea herring fishery, the Celtic Sea Herring Management Advi-
sory Committee (CSHMAC) which was set up in 2005 to provide advice to the Minister in rela-
tion to the management of the Celtic Sea Herring Stock and fishery within the policy framework 
set by the Minister.  The Committee is comprised of representatives from the four Fish Producer 
Organisations, the Fish Co-Ops and Processors and, since 2016, the National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum (NIFF).  The Committee meets at relevant intervals during the year to discuss issues of 
concern to the fishery such as scientific advice regarding the state of the stock and also propos-
als in relation to future management arrangements within the Minister’s policy. 

The Celtic Sea Herring stock is at one of its lowest stock levels since 1958 and the ICES 
advice for 2020 was for zero catch. In 2019, the European Commission submitted a special 
request to ICES to “provide advice on the minimum level of catches (tonnage) required in a 
sentinel fishery, which would provide sufficient data for ICES in order to continue providing 
scientific advice on the state of this stock”. The EU Council adopted a Total Allowable Catch 
for the stock in line with ICES advice which gives Ireland 750 tonnes quota for 2020 specifi-
cally to allow a fisheries-based data collection for this stock. 

The management arrangements for the 2020 Celtic Sea Herring fishery have not yet been 
finalised. In setting down the management arrangements for this fishery, I have regard for the 
recommendations of the CSHMAC, subject to the proper management and rational exploitation 
of the fishery.

The Marine Institute has been consulted to provide scientific advice to ensure that the data 
requirements for ICES, in order to continue providing scientific advice on the state of this stock, 
will be satisfied. Prior to finalising the management arrangements for this fishery, the recom-
mendation received by my Department from the CSHMAC will be reviewed by me in tandem 
with the scientific advice provided by the Marine Institute to ensure that the sampling require-
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ments of the Marine Institute will be met. 

  Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 224.

17/09/2020WRM01400Forestry Sector

17/09/2020WRM01500230. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
in which he is improving the rate of forest licensing approvals; if forest licences will be pro-
cessed within 120 days of the date of application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24515/20]

17/09/2020WRM01600235. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he will implement to deal with delays in felling forestry which is causing serious 
problems for the timber industry and shortage of supplies for other sectors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24594/20]

17/09/2020WRM01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 230 and 235 together.

I am acutely aware that current delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for stake-
holders.  The Government is committed to reform of the planning and appeals processes as set 
out in the Programme for Government and we have presented draft legislation to this effect 
which I expect to be presenting to the House in due course. 

My Department is intensively engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The 
current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assess-
ment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the 
European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) and others.  These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully 
meet environmental requirements, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoid-
able. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, is overseeing and moni-
toring delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project. This plan is 
already yielding progress with felling licences issued in August the highest in the previous 13 
months in both volume and area.

In tandem with this plan a draft amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 is being 
introduced which aims to increase efficiencies in the appeals process. I very much welcome the 
almost 9,000 submissions on the Bill which we are now reviewing in advance of presenting the 
Bill to the House for consideration in the very near future.

While it is the objective of my Department to issue tree felling licences within four months 
from the date advertised, now most applications are not issued within this timeframe.  Applica-
tions for forestry licences cannot be issued within the first 30 days to allow for public consulta-
tion.  Furthermore, once a decision is issued, the licensee must wait 28 days before commenc-
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ing any forestry operations to allow for appeals.  It is the aim of my Department to return to 
issuing most tree felling licences, within given objectives, through the procedures set out in the 
project plan as set out above.

I know that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disruption which, when 
resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry licensing system 
for many years to come.

17/09/2020WRM01800Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

17/09/2020WRM01900231. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers with C10 herds who have been advised to cull cattle; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24548/20]

17/09/2020WRM02000232. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of cattle farmers have been advised to cull from categories C1 to C10; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [24549/20]

17/09/2020WRM02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 231 and 232 together.

The Bovine TB Forum Interim Report (published July 2019)  identified the need to provide 
more effective information to farmers to help them reduce the risk of TB in their herd and advo-
cated for the development of herd risk categories that are “simple, clear, and convey sufficient 
information to enable farmers to make the decisions appropriate to their situation”. 

In line with, and in view of implementing those recommendations, the Department has 
developed individualised reports that provide a simplified TB herd risk category for farmers, 
with herd-specific advice on how to reduce risk of TB. The reports do not require farmers to do 
anything. It is advice which they can choose to take if they wish to reduce the risk of their herd 
to TB and to take account of in the decisions they take as part of their annual farm management 
when deciding what animals to cull.

The published Bovine TB Forum Interim Report, a sample of the TB Herd History risk 
statement and report and frequently asked questions can be found at www.bovinetb.ie 

The table below provides an overall summary of herd risk categorisation and number of 
clear inconclusives and animals alive during a previous breakdown.

TBHHR   
Category

No. of Herds 
in   each Cat-
egory

No. of these   
herds with 
clear in-
conclusive 
animals

Total num-
ber of   clear 
inconclusive 
animals

No. of these   
herds with 
animals 
alive during 
a previous 
breakdown

No. of 
animals 
alive during 
a previous 
breakdown

C0 5,758 344 662 3,958 288,127
C1 4,522 241 387 3,071 139,341
C2 3,982 218 393 2,651 91,257
C3 3,708 173 268 2,356 68,197
C4 3,791 164 248 2,282 50,579
C5 4,289 151 235 2,522 39,110
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TBHHR   
Category

No. of Herds 
in   each Cat-
egory

No. of these   
herds with 
clear in-
conclusive 
animals

Total num-
ber of   clear 
inconclusive 
animals

No. of these   
herds with 
animals 
alive during 
a previous 
breakdown

No. of 
animals 
alive during 
a previous 
breakdown

C6 3,535 172 261 2,176 27,831
C7 3,681 166 264 2,169 22,360
C8 3,798 158 212 2,208 16,908
C9 3,541 108 154 2,041 12,274
C10 67,537 1,859 2,607 22,944 89,290
D* 304 1 1 162 1,512
INF 2,504 117 177 1,969 117,614
Total 110,950 3,872 5,869 50,509 964,400
* Dealer Herds

17/09/2020WRM02300Beef Industry

17/09/2020WRM02400233. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the 548 applications for the beef finisher payment recorded outside the reference period will be 
included in the scheme. [24550/20]

17/09/2020WRM02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Beef Finisher Payment scheme was launched on the 10th August 2020 to provide income sup-
port for farmers with beef finishing enterprises who have been impacted by the economic ef-
fects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

There have been 28,095 applications submitted for the scheme with a further 548 applica-
tions submitted under appeal. While some of these are from farmers who slaughtered animals 
outside of the reference period they are not exclusively of that category. Each application under 
appeal will be assessed and their eligibility determined on a case by case basis.  The applicants 
will  be informed of the outcome and if they are still unhappy with the decision they have the 
right to appeal the matter to the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

17/09/2020WRM02600Trade Agreements

17/09/2020WRM02700234. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will take guidance from university studies (details supplied) and the position of a union re-
garding reports that the Mercosur deal fails across the sustainable criteria and that the deal will 
have serious implications for Irish beef and food standards; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24551/20]

17/09/2020WRM02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I 
recognise that there is still real concern in Ireland about the potential impact of the EU Merco-
sur agreement, arising, in particular, from the inclusion of a 99,000-tonne tariff rate quota for 
beef. Throughout the period of negotiation, Ireland consistently sought to minimise the impact 
of any potential deal on the Irish and European beef sector, and we continue to voice our con-
cerns in this respect.
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The issue of standards was also, of course, a major concern throughout the negotiation pro-
cess and continues to be. To that end, the agreement does ensure that there will be equivalent 
standards in relation to agricultural production in Mercosur. EU Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) Standards in relation to animal and plant health will not be relaxed in any way - they 
remain non-negotiable - and the highest EU standards will be applied to all imported goods, 
especially food. 

The agreement also includes a detailed chapter on Sustainability and recognises the need 
to address the urgent threat of climate change and the role trade has in this regard. It also un-
derscores the importance of both Parties implementing the provisions of the Paris Agreement 
and promotes the positive contribution of trade to a pathway towards low greenhouse gas emis-
sions.  It is fundamental that these provisions are adhered to by the Mercosur countries for 
the agreement to progress any further. 

The European Commission engaged the London School of Economics to carry out a “Sus-
tainability Impact Assessment” on the agreement, the draft final report of which was published 
on 8th July 2020. This EU study is being augmented at national level by a whole-of-Govern-
ment review announced by former Taoiseach Leo Varadkar T.D. The Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation, in collaboration with my Department, commissioned the Implement 
Consulting Group to carry out this Economic and Sustainability Impact Assessment (ESIA) for 
Ireland. This report is due presently. 

The final outcome of both studies, among other factors, will inform Ireland’s approach to 
the discussions in the coming months, and to the ratification process.

  Question No. 235 answered with Question No. 230.

17/09/2020WRM03000Ministerial Meetings

17/09/2020WRM03100236. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has met with representatives of organisations (details supplied); and if not, when he will do so.  
[24653/20]

17/09/2020WRM03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I 
would like to inform he Deputy that I met with representatives of the Irish fishing industry, 
which included the Producer Organisations, yesterday (16th September).

17/09/2020WRM03300Agrifood Sector

17/09/2020WRM03400237. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the identified action in the Teagasc Crops 2030 report to establish a 
cross-society grouping to assess the requirements including profitability to attract new entrants 
and to guarantee the continuation of domestic food production; and his plans to establish the 
grouping. [24655/20]

17/09/2020WRM03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
report on the Irish tillage sector, Crops 2030, compiled by the Teagasc Stakeholder Consultative 
Group, was launched recently by Minister of State Heydon. I welcome the work of the Stake-
holder Group which consists of a broad range of members and reflects the diversity within the 
sector. 

The tillage sector in Ireland is an important component of the Agri-food industry making 
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a significant contribution of an estimated €500m (2019 farm gate prices) to overall agriculture 
output. The sector is a critical source of high quality grain to the animal feeding industry and 
straw for feeding and bedding and use in the mushroom industry. 

Cereal growers also make a significant contribution to the food and drinks sector in the 
form of malting barley and oats for the breakfast cereals industry. This is a significant area of 
economic return, not just for the tillage sector itself but also for the wider rural economy. In 
addition there is also a small but important seed industry servicing the sector with potential for 
expansion in some crops. 

Both I and my Department consult on an ongoing basis with tillage Stakeholders including 
on the content of this report. The report will also feed into the ongoing deliberations of both the 
CAP consultative process and the development of the Agri-Food Strategy to 2030. Working to-
gether, I am confident that the future viability of the tillage sector will be secured both in terms 
of economic and environmental sustainability.

17/09/2020WRM03600Bioenergy Strategy

17/09/2020WRM03700238. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the identified action in the Teagasc Crops 2030 report on bioenergy 
and industrial crops to establish a single entity to coordinate bioenergy industry policy; and his 
plans to establish the grouping. [24656/20]

17/09/2020WRM03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Indig-
enous renewable energy plays a vital role in our domestic fuel mix and will become even more 
important in the context of reducing our reliance on imported fuels and in meeting our challeng-
ing renewable energy targets for 2020 and 2030 and decarbonising our energy systems by 2050.  

The Department for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) is the 
lead government Department on energy policy, including renewable energy policy.  

My Department continuously engages with DCCAE on all energy related matters from an 
agricultural perspective, as well as a wide range of industry and other stakeholder groupings 
including those stakeholders involved in this report. The sector has a key role to play in the sup-
ply of bioenergy feedstocks as a positive contribution to the decarbonisation of energy systems 
through the displacement of fossil fuels and energy intensive materials.

17/09/2020WRM03900Agrifood Sector

17/09/2020WRM04000239. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the UNEP report, Enhancing Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) for Food Systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24657/20]

17/09/2020WRM04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department is aware of the report referred to by the Deputy and will review its recomendations 
in due course. It should be noted that the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
the Environment is lead Department on issues related to climate action. 

17/09/2020WRM04200Covid-19 Tests
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17/09/2020WRM04300240. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the suspension of Covid-19 testing at meat plants; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24658/20]

17/09/2020WRM04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Government decided in August that the HSE should implement a programme of serial testing 
of workers in food plants and other large businesses.  To date,  serial testing had taken place 
of just over 15,000 workers in meat plants, with 42 detected cases - a positivity rate of 0.28%.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the HSE made an operational decision to re-schedule further 
serial testing in meat plants from the end of last week into this week. Starting last Monday, the 
HSE began a  schedule of serial testing in meat plants which will involve between 3,000 and 
5,000 tests each week.  My Department will provide any assistance requested by the HSE to 
facilitate this testing programme.  My view is that this testing programme is essential in order 
to give the assurance that the public needs and expects.   

17/09/2020WRM04500Beef Industry

17/09/2020WRM04600241. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it is 
policy not to pursue additional capacity within the beef sector as stated by the Immigration In-
vestor Programme Evaluation Committee; the details of the members of the committee; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24675/20]

17/09/2020WRM04700242. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether the policy to not to pursue additional capacity denies farmers access to markets and 
creates barriers to trade for consumers and farmers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24676/20]

17/09/2020WRM04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 241 and 242 together.

My Department has a statutory responsibility to approve slaughter plants in accordance with 
the European Union (Food and Feed Hygiene) Regulations 2020. Such approval is neutral on 
whether or not additional slaughter capacity is required, rather it assesses premises in accor-
dance with meeting the strict criteria laid down in the EU legislation referenced. 

With regard to any proposed additional processing facilities, I would urge those involved 
to engage with my Department veterinary officials at an early stage in order to understand and 
address the requirements for approval to be registered with DAFM and to operate as a meat 
establishment under EU and Irish law.

I understand that the Immigration Investor Programme Evaluation Committee is a commit-
tee under the remit of the Department of Justice. 

17/09/2020WRM05000Proposed Legislation

17/09/2020WRM05100243. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if consid-
eration has been given to providing a money message for the Island Fisheries Heritage Licence 
Bill 2017 if it is reintroduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24677/20]

17/09/2020WRM05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Bill to which the Deputy refers lapsed with the dissolution of the last Dáil and Seanad.  The Bill 
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had failed to meet the criteria to be provided with a money message.  

17/09/2020WRM05300Agriculture Industry

17/09/2020WRM05400244. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
to change the industrialised business-led model of agriculture here which has led to a biodiver-
sity, climate and water quality crisis, in addition to a substantial decline of small family farms; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24678/20]

17/09/2020WRM05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) carry out a census of agriculture every 10 years and a Farm 
Structure Survey (FSS) every 3 to 4 years. According to CSO data, the average farm size has 
remained relatively stable over the past decade or more with the average farm size of 32.7 hect-
ares in 2010, 32.5 hectares in 2013 and 32.4 hectares in 2016. Over the same period, the number 
of farm holdings has also remained relatively stable with 139,860 farms recorded by the CSO 
in 2010, 139,600 in 2013 and 137,500 in 2016. In the 2016 FSS, the CSO indicated that of the 
137,500 farms in Ireland, 137,100 (99.7%) were classified as family farms and that almost 43% 
of farms in Ireland were less than 20 hectares in size.

Water quality in Ireland is generally considered in good health. However, the latest Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) Water Quality in Ireland Report has identified a further 
decline in some catchments. Ireland has a regulatory framework for the protection of water 
by nutrient losses through the Nitrates Directive and the Nitrates Action Programme. Ireland’s 
current Nitrates Action Programme concludes in 2021 and the process of reviewing the Nitrates 
regulations and derogation will commence soon and will be subject to consultation with all 
stakeholders. There is a commitment, and most importantly, a plan in place to reduce losses of 
nutrients from agricultural sources. 

I would accept that there is a significant climate challenge facing society globally, and agri-
culture must do its share to respond to this challenge. The Programme for Government commits 
to an average 7% per annum reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030 
(a 51% reduction over the decade) and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050. Every sector is 
expected to contribute to meeting this target by implementing policy changes, and the special 
economic and social role of agriculture and the distinct characteristics of biogenic methane, as 
described by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, will be fully recognised in plans 
to achieve these targets. The agri-food sector has a strong foundation on which it can build to 
develop new practices, technologies and strategies to reduce its emissions. Many of these will 
also have co-benefits in terms of improving the productivity and efficiency of agri-food busi-
nesses, and indeed in terms of other environmental co-benefits. Taking a system wide approach 
can thus improve their environmental, economic and social sustainability

I am acutely aware of the enormity of this challenge for the sector and for this reason, I 
believe that the successor strategy to Food Wise 2025 can play an important role in providing 
a framework for helping to realise this ambition. The Stakeholder Committee established to 
develop the new Strategy to 2030 are currently carrying out their deliberations. Their terms of 
reference are to outline the vision and key objectives, with associated actions, required to en-
sure the economic, environmental and social sustainability of the agri-food sector in the decade 
ahead. I have already met with the Committee itself and I am satisfied that their work will make 
a very important contribution to ensuring the sustainability and viability of the agri-food sector. 

The Programme for Government has committed to publishing the new strategy within six 
months of Government formation. It also stated that the strategy should provide an ambitious 
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blueprint for the industry for the years ahead, adding value sustainably in the agri-food sector 
into the future, and supporting family farms and employment in rural Ireland. There is also 
a commitment to ensure that, in addition to growing international markets and value-added 
export as a key priority, a strategic focus of the strategy will be on environmental protection, 
reversing biodiversity decline and developing additional market opportunities for primary pro-
ducers, closer to home.

17/09/2020WRN00200Community Development Projects

17/09/2020WRN00300245. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if feasibility study funding will be provided for a strategic project (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; when a decision will be announced in relation to the scheme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24534/20]

17/09/2020WRN00400Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department does not appear to have received an application from the project 
in question.  

If the Deputy wishes to provide my office with further details of the application and the 
programme under which the application was made, I will be happy to look further into the 
Deputy’s query.

17/09/2020WRN00500Community Services Programme

17/09/2020WRN00600246. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if there is a review of the community services programme ongoing; if so, when 
it will be concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24538/20]

17/09/2020WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Community Services Programme, or CSP, supports more than 400 com-
munity organisations, to provide local services through a social enterprise model with funding 
provided as a contribution to the cost of an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions 
(FTEs) and a manager, where warranted.  

In 2019, Indecon International Economic Consultants were commissioned by my Depart-
ment to carry out an independent review of the Programme which has been completed. The fi-
nal report has been received by my Department and is under currently under consideration. I 
expect to publish the report in the coming weeks.

17/09/2020WRN00800LEADER Programmes

17/09/2020WRN00900247. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if further administration, project and animation funding will be provided to the 
LAGs administering Leader for the years from 2021 until a new Leader programme is in place; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24539/20]

17/09/2020WRN01000Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The LEADER Programme is co-funded by the European Commission under the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The current programming period concludes in December 
2020.
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Proposals for new regulations for the CAP 2021-2027 were launched in June 2018 by the 
European Commission.  However, given the nature of the discussions on the CAP and the wider 
EU Budget post-2020, there has been a delay in adopting these proposals.  This means that the 
next LEADER programme will not now commence until January 2022 at the earliest.

As a result of the delays in agreeing new CAP regulations, the European Commission has 
published proposals for transitional measures to allow for continuity between the programming 
periods of 2014-2020 and 2021-2027.

The transitional regulation is still under negotiation and there are a number of issues yet to 
be resolved over the coming months, including the duration of the transitional period.

The Programme for Government includes a provision to bridge the gap between the cur-
rent LEADER programme and the next programme.  Decisions relating to funding for projects, 
administration and animation costs until the new LEADER programme is operational will be 
taken in the coming months having regard, inter alia, to any transitional arrangements that may 
be agreed at European level.

17/09/2020WRN01100LEADER Programmes

17/09/2020WRN01200248. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands if it is planned to provide animation funding to the LAGs under new Leader 
round to encourage more community involvement in the Leader programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24540/20]

17/09/2020WRN01300Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): LEADER is an EU-funded programme which adopts a Community-Led Lo-
cal Development (CLLD) approach to the delivery of rural development interventions, under-
pinned by a Local Development Strategy for the particular LEADER area.

In June 2018, the European Commission published a proposal for a draft Common Provi-
sions Regulation (CPR) for the next programming period, 2021-2027.  The draft regulation is 
similar to the current CPR, with a strong emphasis on community involvement in the develop-
ment of Local Development Strategies, and capacity building with local communities to iden-
tify suitable projects which are in line with the objectives of that Strategy.

As the Deputy will be aware, the current LEADER programme runs to the end of this 
year.  Given the delay at EU level in agreeing the EU Budget for the post-2020 period, the next 
LEADER programme will not now commence until January 2022 at the earliest.

The Programme for Government includes a provision to bridge the gap between the cur-
rent LEADER programme and the next programme.  Decisions relating to funding for project, 
administration and animation costs until the new LEADER programme is operational will be 
taken in the coming months having regard, inter alia, to any transitional arrangements that may 
be agreed at European level.

17/09/2020WRN01400Ministerial Travel

17/09/2020WRN01500249. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development 
and the Islands her plans to visit west Connemara and Inishbofin island in the near future; if so, 
if she will visit organisations (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24541/20]
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17/09/2020WRN01600Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Subject to public health guidelines, I hope to visit a number of rural areas, in-
cluding the off-shore islands, over the coming months in my capacity as Minister for Rural and 
Community Development. 

I note the organisations in Connemara which the Deputy suggests I might visit and I will 
bear these in mind.

Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 27.

17/09/2020WRN01700Community Development Initiatives

17/09/2020WRN01800251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans for interaction with local community groups dedicated to im-
proving their respective locations in urban and rural areas nationwide; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24558/20]

17/09/2020WRN01900253. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the extent to which she plans to liaise with local community based organi-
sations with a view to actions likely to lead to improvement in quality of life in both urban and 
rural areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24560/20]

17/09/2020WRN02000255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the degree to which she plans to engage with community groups with a 
view to identifying particular needs in urban and rural area and putting in place remedial mea-
sures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24562/20]

17/09/2020WRN02100261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the structures she plans to liaise with and respond to the requirements as 
experienced in various areas, urban and rural nationwide that have suffered economically in 
recent times; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24568/20]

17/09/2020WRN02200Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 251, 253, 255 and 261 together.

My Department’s mission is “To promote rural and community development and to support 
vibrant, inclusive and sustainable communities throughout Ireland.” 

A key part of achieving this mission is ongoing engagement with a wide range of stakehold-
ers regarding the Department’s policies, programmes and supports so that we deliver outcomes 
that positively impact the quality of life of those living and working in our communities.

These stakeholders include groups involved in rural development, the community and vol-
untary sector, smaller local community groups and organisations, other Government Depart-
ments and the statutory bodies under the aegis of the Department. 

Communicating with these stakeholders assists in identifying areas relevant to the work of 
the Department where supports or funding are required and the most appropriate remedial or 
proactive measures that can be taken in response.

One example of proactive interaction with communities was the delivery in 2019, in con-
junction with Pobal, of a series of ‘Helping Hands’ events nationwide last year, to engage with 
communities and create awareness and understanding of funding programmes. Feedback from 
these interactions was very positive, and it is hoped that similar events could be scheduled in 
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the future when permitted by public safety advice. 

In addition to informal engagement, submissions are also encouraged from all such bod-
ies, where appropriate, in relation to consultation processes held by my Department. This will 
shortly include the opportunity for individuals and groups to make submissions regarding a new 
Statement of Strategy, which is currently in development.

The Department has continued to engage proactively with its stakeholders during the CO-
VID crisis through various on line means. This engagement has helped deliver solutions in-
cluding additional funding to address challenges being faced by those in communities and their 
representative groups at this time. 

17/09/2020WRN02300Community Development Initiatives

17/09/2020WRN02400252. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the degree to which she plans to disperse funds from her Department to 
eligible groups nationwide, with particular reference to areas in need of rejuvenation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24559/20]

17/09/2020WRN02500260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to reward community activity in such a way as to generate im-
proved economic activity in both urban and rural areas faced with particular difficulties; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24567/20]

17/09/2020WRN02600Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 252 and 260 together.

The Department for Rural and Community Development was established in 2017 to support 
the creation of vibrant and sustainable communities across this country. My Department deliv-
ers a coherent package of supports to strengthen and rejuvenate rural and urban communities. 
These supports enable economic growth and development and also support communities to ad-
dress gaps in meeting social needs, including those caused by higher levels of deprivation.  The 
Department delivers funding support for rejuvenation of areas across the following three pro-
grammes: 

  Rural Development Investment Programme-€149.7m. These programmes include; 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF), LEADER Programme, Town and Vil-
lage Renewal Scheme, Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme (ORIS), Local Improvement 
Scheme (LIS) and the CLÁR Programme

  Community Funding Programmes-€153.9m. These programmes include; Social Inclu-
sion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), Community Services Programme (CSP), 
Community Enhancement Programme (CEP), PEACE IV, Public library funding, Dormant Ac-
counts Funding. This funding also supports communities faced with difficulties due to margin-
alization and isolation.

  The 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme   has been tailored to focus on interventions 
that can support the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages, to generate 
improved economic activity and assist them in responding to the challenges presented by CO-
VID-19. Car parking improvements expressly designed to encourage increased footfall in town 
centres and that deliver a benefit to the community as a whole are included among the activities 
that are eligible for funding. 
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  The July Stimulus Package provided an additional €10 million of funding that allowed 
for the expansion of the Scheme and brought the total funding available for the Scheme this 
year to €25 million. This funding will provide funding for more projects in rural towns and vil-
lages to respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19. A total of €6.1m has been approved 
for 226 projects to date in 2020 with additional successful projects due to be announced in due 
course. The closing date for the Standard Town and Village Renewal Scheme is 30th Septem-
ber 2020 with communities being encouraged to submit their applications through their Local 
Authority by that date.

  The Community Enhancement Programme, was launched in 2018 to address disadvan-
tage in urban and rural communities. The 2020 Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) 
with funding of €2m, launched in June.  Additionally, a further €5m from the July stimulus 
package, was launched by the Department in August 2020, under the CEP for community cen-
tres and community buildings. 

  Under Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing €1 billion 
for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027. Initial 
funding of €315m was secured over the period 2019 to 2022.  This represents an unprecedented 
commitment by Government to strengthen our rural economies and communities. The objective 
of the Fund is to support collaborative, coordinated and complementary packages of investment 
between Departments, agencies, Local Authorities and other public bodies, to pool their assets 
and work with communities to generate improved economic activity, transforming our rural 
towns and villages and their outlying areas. The Fund provides an unprecedented opportunity to 
make a significant impact on rural communities which will transform rural Ireland for the bet-
ter and shows that the Government understands the need for proper investment in rural Ireland. 

  The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural 
areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. Under the 2020 programme a 
“Schools/Community Safety Measure” is being funded. This may fund the provision of safety 
related infrastructure in the environs of a school or community space such as lighting, car park 
and footpath upgrades and digital speed safety signs. The CLÁR programme 2020, launched 
at the end of May, closed for applications under these measures at the end of August last. The 
applications received are now being assessed and it is hoped to announce successful projects 
by November.

  The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) is worth 
€190m over five years to the end of 2022. My Department funds Local Development Compa-
nies to work with disadvantaged individuals and groups, offering service users an integrated 
range of supports i.e. Lifelong Learning and Training; CV and Interview Preparation; Personal 
Development Courses; Self-Employment training; Business Planning and Budgeting Supports 
and helping them onto a work placement programme such as CE or T?s. 

  The Community Services Programme,   provides funding to organisations delivering 
services in disadvantaged communities. More than €46m is available to support community 
organisations under the programme in 2020.

In addition, since its establishment, my Department also relaunched the Local Improve-
ment Scheme for private rural roads and laneways. 

My Department published the 1st National Policy on Social Enterprise in 2019.   Social 
enterprises play an important role in creating jobs, in investing in people, and in supporting 
communities.

  The Strategy to Support the Community & Voluntary Sector in Ireland Sustainable, 
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Inclusive and Empowered Communities   sets out a long-term vision for our communities 
in Ireland. The Strategy sets a general direction for Government policy in relation to commu-
nity development, local development and the community and voluntary sectors for the next 
five years and beyond. I was delighted funding in the 2020 Budget Allocations supports the 
implementation of the actions detailed in the Strategy.  This will include enhanced supports 
for the structures which drive local engagement in decision making – the Public Participation 
Networks and the Local Community Development Committees.

  The Action Plan for Rural Development which had cross-Departmental delivery, reached 
the end of its three-year timeframe at the end of 2019. The Forthcoming Policy for Rural Devel-
opment 2020-2025 builds on the Action Plan for Rural Development, but with a more forward-
looking approach to the policies, programmes and structures needed to embed economic and 
social development in rural areas and underscore the interdependence of urban and rural areas 
in national economic, social and cultural recovery.  DRCD is leading on ensuring strong coher-
ence across key Government policies to ensure that rural communities and economies are in a 
strong position to:

- adapt to future challenges e.g. changing demographics within rural communities, climate 
change adaptation, Brexit, post-COVID recovery, and to 

- take advantage of available opportunities (e.g. diversification of rural economies, new 
ways of working, increased Government investment targeted at balanced regional develop-
ment). 

The Policy will deliver for rural Ireland in an integrated and strategic way across Govern-
ment, with DRCD playing a central co-ordinating role.

I am confident that these plans will propose actions that will support rural economic devel-
opment and the local and the community development sectors who continue providing valuable 
needed services and supports to both urban and rural communities. 

In the present COVID environment the supports provided by my Department to assist com-
munities is more important than ever. In this regard, my Department will continue to host online 
engagements with stakeholders on the short-term and longer-term impacts of COVID-19 on 
rural areas and any consequential actions which need to be taken to assist the economic and 
social recovery of these areas.  These engagements will input into the development of the new 
rural policy for Ireland for 2020-2025 to be published shortly. 

  Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 251.

17/09/2020WRN02800Community Development Initiatives

17/09/2020WRN02900254. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the steps she plans to take to address the social and economic needs of ar-
eas suffering from social deprivation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24561/20]

17/09/2020WRN03000256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the extent to which she and her office have identified areas of social and 
economic deprivation in both urban and rural areas nationwide with a view to putting in place 
supportive measures; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24563/20]

17/09/2020WRN03100263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to evaluate the emerging needs of urban Ireland with a view to 
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coordinating measures to address imbalances or lack of opportunity arising from various rea-
sons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24570/20]

17/09/2020WRN03200Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 254, 256 and 263 together.

The Department for Rural and Community Development was established in 2017 to support 
the creation of vibrant and sustainable communities across this country. 

My Department has developed strategic interventions, funding programmes and schemes 
which target social inclusion in urban and rural areas nationwide. These supports enable eco-
nomic growth and development and also support communities to address gaps in meeting social 
needs, including those caused by higher levels of deprivation. Those programmes include:

The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), is our country’s 
primary social inclusion intervention. This is a national programme that is delivered in both 
rural and urban areas by Local Development Companies (LDCs) to help those in the greatest 
need. SICAP aims to address high and persistent levels of deprivation through targeted and in-
novative, locally-led approaches. It targets and supports those who are disadvantaged in Irish 
society and less likely to use mainstream services. SICAP workers have extensive local con-
nections and in-depth knowledge of available resources and supports in their area and are con-
tinuing to work to ensure the emerging needs of their locality are responded to. The response 
in each area differs as LDCs support local structures and needs rather than imposing general 
solutions. SICAP allocations to areas are informed by the Pobal Hasse Deprivation Index which 
measures the relative affluence or disadvantage of areas within the State. This ensures that the 
programme is targeting disadvantage fairly.

  The Community Services Programme (CSP)   Support Fund extended in 2019, provides 
funding to organisations finding it difficult to meet minimum wage obligations. 

  The 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme   has been tailored to focus on interventions 
that can support the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages, and assist 
them in responding to the challenges presented by COVID-19. 

  The Dublin North East Inner City Initiative (NEIC) following on from the Mulvey 
Report, funds varied projects, from pilot drugs projects and social employment projects to com-
munity grants and events

  The Community Enhancement Programme (CEP), focuses on supporting groups in 
disadvantaged areas.  

  The CLÁR programme   provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural 
areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. The CLÁR programme 2020, 
launched at the end of May (closed for applications under these measures at the end of August 
last). The applications received are now being assessed and it is hoped to announce successful 
projects by November.

  DRCD works closely with Local Community Development Committees, (LCDCs) 
who are a key element of the local authorities’ strengthened role in local development and 
community development as envisaged in the Local Government Reform Act 2014. Local Com-
munity Development Committees (LCDCs) are also responsible for preparing the community 
elements of 6-year Local Economic and Community Plans (LECPs).  These plans focus on 
measures which will enhance the quality of life and wellbeing of communities in both urban 
and rural settings.  This is done through a coordinated approach to planning and service deliv-
ery. Current LECPs are due for renewal in 2021/2022 and my Department will be supporting 
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the Local Authorities and LCDCs to develop new LECPs. The LECP development process 
includes extensive public and stakeholder consultation.  

  In 2018, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund was launched as part of Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 and this fund will provide €1 billion over the next 10 years. Under Project 
Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing €1billion for a new Rural Regen-
eration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027. Initial funding of €315m was 
secured over the period 2019 to 2022.  This represents an unprecedented commitment by Gov-
ernment to strengthen our rural economies and communities. 

In addition, since its establishment, my Department has also relaunched the Local Improve-
ment Scheme for private rural roads and laneways. 

My Department’s policy provides, for both urban and rural areas nationwide, an integrated 
and strategic way of delivering supports, programmes and schemes,  coordinating measures to 
address imbalances or lack of opportunity,  making a real difference to people’s lives.  Those 
policies include:

The 1st National Policy on Social Enterprise published in 2019.  Social enterprises play 
an important role in creating jobs, in investing in people, and in supporting communities.

The Strategy to Support the Community & Voluntary Sector in Ireland Sustainable, 
Inclusive and Empowered Communities   sets out a long-term vision for our communities 
in Ireland. The Strategy sets a general direction for Government policy in relation to commu-
nity development, local development and the community and voluntary sectors for the next 
five years and beyond. I was delighted funding in the 2020 Budget Allocations supports the 
implementation of the actions detailed in the Strategy.  This will include enhanced supports 
for the structures which drive local engagement in decision making – the Public Participation 
Networks and the Local Community Development Committees.

  The Forthcoming Policy for Rural Development 2020-2025 builds on the Action Plan 
for Rural Development (Completed 2019), but with a more forward-looking approach to the 
policies, programmes and structures needed to embed economic and social development in 
rural areas and underscore the interdependence of urban and rural areas in national economic, 
social and cultural recovery.   DRCD is leading on ensuring strong coherence across key Gov-
ernment policies to ensure that rural communities and economies are in a strong position to:

- adapt to future challenges e.g. changing demographics within rural communities, climate 
change adaptation, Brexit, post-COVID recovery, and to 

- take advantage of available opportunities (e.g. diversification of rural economies, new 
ways of working, increased Government investment targeted at balanced regional develop-
ment). 

In the present COVID environment the supports provided by my Department to assist vul-
nerable communities is more important than ever. In this regard, my Department will continue 
to host online engagements with stakeholders on the short-term and longer-term impacts of 
COVID-19 on rural areas and any consequential actions which need to be taken to assist the 
economic and social recovery of these areas.  These engagements will input into the develop-
ment of the new rural policy for Ireland for 2020-2025 to be published shortly. 

  Question No. 255 answered with Question No. 251.

  Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 254.
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17/09/2020WRN03500Ministerial Priorities

17/09/2020WRN03600257. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her priorities for rural development in the coming months and years; the 
extent to which she expects to be in a position to address issues that have arisen; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24564/20]

17/09/2020WRN03700Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My priority for rural Ireland is to develop and publish a new 5-year Policy for 
Rural Development in the coming months.

The new Policy will reflect a whole-of-Government approach to supporting the economic, 
social and cultural development of rural Ireland.  It will be forward-looking, ambitious and will 
seek to highlight and foster the interdependence between urban and rural areas.

The new Policy will address the short-term and longer-term impact of COVID-19 on rural 
communities and economies.  It will support the Government’s overarching objective of getting 
people back to work, but it will also consider a wide range of other linked issues such as the 
roll-out of the National Broadband Plan, optimising the use of digital connectivity, the opportu-
nities presented by climate adaptation, and supporting island and coastal communities.

The development of the policy is at an advanced stage, informed by an extensive consulta-
tion process with a wide range of stakeholders.  I hope to publish the policy in the final quarter 
of this year.

The new policy will be underpinned by my Department’s Rural Development Investment 
Programme which includes schemes such as the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, 
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, and 
CLÁR.  

We will continue to build on these, and other investments for rural Ireland, not just within 
my own Department, but across other Departments also, recognising the importance of rural 
Ireland to our national development. 

17/09/2020WRN03800Job Creation

17/09/2020WRN03900258. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to encourage job creation in rural areas nationwide; the degree 
to which she has in mind specific targets in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [24565/20]

17/09/2020WRN04000Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): My Department is currently developing the next phase of rural development 
policy, which will set out measures to support the economic and social needs of rural areas over 
the period 2020-2025, including actions to support employment in rural areas.  As was the case 
with the Action Plan for Rural Development 2017-2019 which I published in 2017, the new 
policy will reflect a whole-of-Government commitment to rural Ireland.

One of the key objectives of the Action Plan was to support enterprise growth and job cre-
ation in rural areas. The coordinated approach of the Plan contributed to increased employment 
in the regions and increased investment in projects and communities across the country. 

Overall employment in the regions increased to over 146,000 people employed outside of 
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Dublin between 2015 and 2018.  This surpassed the Government’s target of increasing employ-
ment outside of Dublin by 135,000 by 2020.

66% of new jobs created by Enterprise Ireland client companies in 2019 were outside the 
Dublin region, while 57% of jobs created by IDA Ireland’s client companies have now been 
created outside of the Dublin region.

The Regional Enterprise Plans, overseen by the Department of Business, Enterprise and In-
novation, play a particularly important role in supporting job creation in the regions.  My own 
Department also contributes directly to job creation in rural areas through programmes such 
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and 
LEADER.  LEADER is a multi-annual programme which has a budget of €250 million over 
the period to 2020 and has a job creation target of 3,100 over the lifetime of the programme.

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will provide investment of €1 billion into 
rural areas over the period 2019-2027.  These projects will have a transformational effect on 
towns, villages and rural areas across Ireland and further support job creation.

17/09/2020WRN04100Island Communities

17/09/2020WRN04200259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands her plans to address issues affecting the inhabitants and their quality of life 
on the islands; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24566/20]

17/09/2020WRN04300Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for Government includes a commitment to develop a new Pol-
icy for Island Development which will identify and address the main challenges and opportu-
nities for our island communities to support their social, economic and cultural development.  
There has already been a large amount of consultation with island communities in relation to 
the development of this policy under Minister Catherine Martin’s Department, and this consul-
tation will continue as the islands function transfers to the Department of Rural and Community 
Development.

The process is overseen by an Inter-Departmental Committee which met on a number of 
occasions in 2019.  

Prior to the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic, officials had been engaged in a process 
of consultation with island communities through public meetings on the islands in order to 
facilitate community input to the policy development process.  In order to further progress this 
process on those islands that have not been visited, officials are working with island representa-
tives to obtain their input and to establish focus groups.  

On completion of the consultation process with the island communities, officials will con-
sult with other stakeholders, and with the Inter-Departmental Committee, with a view to devel-
oping a draft policy paper.

In relation to island transport, ensuring that the island communities have access to reliable 
transport and cargo links is of paramount importance to my Department.  Currently here are 26 
separate contracts in place to ensure that island communities have reliable, year round cargo, 
passenger and air services. These services provide life-line support for the island populations in 
terms of providing mainland access while also supporting local economies through the tourism 
sector. 
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In 2019 alone, these services carried 523,828 ferry and bus passengers, 31,100 air passen-
gers and 26,351 tonnes of cargo to the offshore islands.

I should also point out that a total funding package of €2 million was approved by the Gov-
ernment under the July Stimulus Package aimed at accelerating capital works programmes on 
the islands.

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Departmental officials have worked closely 
with island representative groups, passenger, air and cargo operators to ensure that the offshore 
island communities have adequate levels of services and supports available to them.  

My Department will continue to engage with all island stakeholders and relevant health 
authorities to ensure that the services it provides continue to support the needs of the islanders 
while adhering to the advice of the HSE.

  Question No. 260 answered with Question No. 252.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 251.

17/09/2020WRN04600Rural Development Programme

17/09/2020WRN04700262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Develop-
ment and the Islands the extent to which she has evaluated issues affecting rural Ireland such 
as isolation and lack of connectivity with a view to making a positive contribution in line with 
local requirements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24569/20]

17/09/2020WRN04800Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): Connectivity, whether in terms of transport, in-person social contact or through 
communications networks, is important in ensuring the wellbeing and cohesion of our rural 
communities.

Many of my Department’s policies and funding programmes aim to address isolation in ru-
ral and urban communities and respond to the additional challenges facing vulnerable individu-
als as a result of the impact of COVID-19. 

My Department’s key interventions in this regard include:

- The Seniors Alert Scheme which enables older people to live with peace of mind in their 
homes through the provision of personal monitored alarms.  

- The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) which is Ireland’s 
primary social inclusion funding intervention to help those in greatest need to access supports 
to enable their participation in communities. 

- As part of the Department’s COVID-19 Action Plan, increased support was provided for 
older people through the Department’s funding partnership with ALONE for their crisis tele-
phone support line and follow-up supports for those who needed it.

My Department is also currently establishing a network of approximately 300 Broadband 
Connection Points (BCPs) in remote rural areas across the State where the public can access 
reliable high-speed broadband.   The BCPs are located in centres of community life such as 
sports clubs, community centres and libraries. 

Many of the BCPs will provide remote working and study facilities, but the owners and 
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managers of these sites are also making space available for community use, creative activities, 
learning and training. 

In the long-term, it is envisaged that BCPs’ services will become part of the standard com-
munity resource offering.  By meeting the need for remote working space or access to on-line 
services, the BCPs will meet the very real and immediate needs of many rural dwellers.

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 254.

17/09/2020WRN05000Town and Village Renewal Scheme

17/09/2020WRN05100264. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the number of approved and rejected applications from counties Laois and Offaly to 
the town and village renewal scheme including the accelerated measure strand in 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [24314/20]

17/09/2020WRN05200Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The 2020 Town and Village Renewal Scheme was tailored to focus on interven-
tions that can assist our rural towns and villages to respond to the challenges presented by CO-
VID-19.  The scheme includes an Accelerated Measure which will enable towns and villages 
to introduce initiatives immediately to support increased footfall and encourage people to shop 
and socialise safely in accordance with public health guidelines.  Approvals under the Measure 
will be made under three funding rounds.

 Successful projects under Round 1 and Round 2 of the Accelerated Measure have recently 
been announced, with a total of €6.1 million being approved for 226 projects.  Not all applica-
tions submitted met the minimum scoring criteria for funding and my officials would be happy 
to provide feedback to the relevant Local Authority should it be required. 

Applications under Round 3 of the Accelerated Measure are currently being assessed, as 
are applications from Large Towns who were permitted to apply as an exceptional measure this 
year.  

Details of the applications received under the Accelerated Measure for Co Laois and Co Of-
faly are provided on the Tables 1 and 2 below: 

 Table 1:  T&V Accelerated Measures Applications received for Co Laois.

County   Applications   Re-
ceived

Applications  Re-
fused

Applications   Ap-
proved

Co Laois Round   1 5 1 4
Co Laois Round   2 6 1 5
Total   11 2 9
Table 2:  T&V Accelerated Measures Applications received for Co Offaly

County   Applications   Re-
ceived

Applications Re-
fused

Applications   Ap-
proved

Co Offaly Round 1 5 2 3
Co Offaly Round 2 6 0 6
Total   11 2 9
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17/09/2020WRN05300Town and Village Renewal Scheme

17/09/2020WRN05400265. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the status of the proposed plan outlined in the Programme for Government to expand 
the town and village renewal scheme to bring vacant and derelict buildings back into use and 
promote residential occupancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24679/20]

17/09/2020WRN05500Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Programme for Government includes a commitment for an expanded Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme to bring vacant and derelict buildings back into use and promote 
residential occupancy. 

In October 2018, my Department launched a Town Centre Living Initiative to explore in a 
holistic way how to encourage increased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  The 
pilot focused on 6 towns with different characteristics in different parts of the country. 

An independent report on the pilot Town Centre Living Initiative was published on 22nd 
June 2020.  The report outlines the approach taken by each town under the pilot and sets out the 
key issues identified to encourage increased town centre living and the repurposing of vacant 
properties for residential purposes.  

The report, which is available on the Gov.ie website, highlights the multiplicity of factors 
that need to be addressed which cut across a number of Government Departments and agencies.  

It also highlights the importance of Local Authorities consulting with local communities 
and property owners on town centre development proposals and the value of developing a 
shared vision or master plan for the town. 

Programmes such as the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund and can provide funding for projects which emerge from this process, 
subject to meeting the required criteria and the quality of the proposals. 

In this context, my Department is examining how the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 
can be further focused to support town centre living in line with the commitment in the Pro-
gramme for Government.

Rural Development Plan

17/09/2020WRN05600266. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Community and Rural Development and 
the Islands the number of new positions developed of the 135,000 new jobs by 2020 which was 
the aim in Realising our Rural Potential-Action Plan for Rural Development 2018; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [24680/20]

17/09/2020WRN05700Minister for Community and Rural Development and the Islands (Deputy Heather 
Humphreys): The Action Plan for Rural Development was published in January 2017 as a 
whole-of-Government initiative to support the economic and social progress of rural Ireland.  
The three-year Action Plan concluded at the end of 2017. 

One of the objectives of the Action Plan was to support enterprise growth and job creation 
in rural areas.  The Plan’s coordinated cross-Government approach contributed to increased 
employment in the regions and increased investment in projects and communities across the 
country. 



Questions - Written Answers

138

Between 2015 and 2018,  employment in the regions increased by over 146,000 outside of 
Dublin, surpassing the Government’s target of increasing employment outside of Dublin by 
135,000 by 2020.

The enterprise development agencies continue to provide a strong focus on growing region-
al employment. 66% of new jobs created by Enterprise Ireland client companies in 2019 were 
outside the Dublin region, while 57% of IDA Ireland’s client company jobs have been created 
outside of the Dublin region.

A number of Government initiatives continue to contribute to supporting regional employ-
ment. The Regional Enterprise Plans, overseen by the Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation, play a particularly important role in supporting job creation in the regions.  

My own Department also contributes to job creation in rural areas through programmes 
such as the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
and LEADER.  The €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will also support job 
creation in towns, villages and rural areas across Ireland to 2027.

My Department is currently developing the next phase of rural development policy, which 
will set out measures to support the economic and social needs of rural areas over the period 
2020-2025, including policy actions to support employment in rural areas.  As was the case with 
the Action Plan for Rural Development, the new policy will reflect a whole-of-Government 
commitment to rural Ireland.


