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     Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

30/07/2020WRA00250School Staff

30/07/2020WRA003006. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional resources 
that will be provided to schools such as a school (details supplied) which will lose one teacher 
as a result of a slight reduction in pupil numbers in September 2019 which now face arranging 
a return to school with at least two 35 pupil classes each from a variety of years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19298/20]

30/07/2020WRA00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I was pleased to publish the 
report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School” 
and announce a funding package of more than €370 million for primary and post primary 
schools to supports its implementation. 

As part of the package of supports, additional teachers are being provided to support the 
reopening of primary schools in order to provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need 
to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  

Primary schools are currently provided with class teachers on the basis of one teacher for 
every 26 pupils which is at its historically lowest level. The allocation of teaching posts to 
schools are determined by the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrol-
ments on the previous 30 September.  

The staffing schedule includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  The school referred to by the Deputy 
has not submitted a staffing appeal to the Independent Appeals Board in order to facilitate a 
review of its staffing position.  

My Department will be working with all schools on the options available to implement the 
public health advice in respect of physical distancing in schools.  In terms of operating in this 
school year, schools will be required to look at maximising all available physical space particu-
larly to accommodate larger classes.  Examples of class layouts have been developed to support 
schools. The minor works grant has been provided to assist schools if they need to reconfigure 
classrooms or undertake other work.   Schools will also be required to look at how classes are 
organised in terms of size and this may require some reorganisation of class groupings. Where a 
school is still experiencing difficulties with social distancing , other measures including staffing 
will be examined by the Department.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Questions Nos. 7 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

30/07/2020WRA00550School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRA0060011. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new building for a school (details supplied); the way in which special needs schools will oper-
ate when they reopen in view of to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[18473/20]

30/07/2020WRA00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The project at Holy Family 
Special School is for the construction of a new 26 classroom special needs school, with a floor 
area of 5310sqm. The project commenced on site in June 2018 with a contract duration of ap-
proximately 27 months. 

The contractor appointed on the building project has recommenced construction activity on 
site and is operating in compliance with the ‘Return to Work Safely Protocol’. The anticipated 
substantial completion date is December 2020.

The Government published the Roadmap for the full Return to School on Monday which 
sets out

how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August, and what the operation 
of our schools will look like in a COVID-19 context. The roadmap outlines a comprehensive 
range of measures being provided to support the full reopening of schools in time for the start 
of the new school year in late August. 

 My Department has engaged with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 
the requirements to provide funding to schools for measures such as enhanced cleaning regimes 
and PPE. My Department has also arranged for a drawdown framework to be established to 
enable schools purchase hand-sanitisers and PPE for use in the school and classroom. The pro-
curement process for this framework has already commenced and it is intended these materials 
will be available in early August.

My Department’s ongoing work with education partners and other key stakeholders on 
guidance for re-opening schools is aimed at reducing the burden on schools at a local level by 
providing central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible by the end of July in 
order to allow time for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.

Questions Nos. 12 to 15, inclusive, answered orally.

30/07/2020WRA00900School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRA0100016. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
being made in securing a site for a school (details supplied); when the school will progress to a 
permanent home; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16495/20]

30/07/2020WRA01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for Gael-
scoil an Chaisleain is included in my Department’s capital programme. Officials in my Depart-
ment continue to liaise with officials in Cork City Council in relation to the identification and 
acquisition of a suitable site for the school.

A number of site options have been proposed and assessed. A potential site option has been 
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identified. Negotiations with the landowner in respect of the preferred site option to accommo-
date the school are under way. The Deputy will appreciate that negotiations in respect of site 
acquisitions are, by their nature, sensitive and for that reason I am not in a position to provide 
further information at this time. However, I assure him that all parties are working to bring mat-
ters to a conclusion at the earliest possible date and Department officials will continue to keep 
the relevant school authorities appraised of progress.

30/07/2020WRA01200Pupil-Teacher Ratio

30/07/2020WRA0130017. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
to significantly reduce class sizes in primary schools in view of the fact that Ireland has the 
highest-class sizes in Europe and the need for social distancing due to Covid-19. [19307/20]

30/07/2020WRA01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I was pleased to publish the 
report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School” 
and announce a funding package of more than €370 million for primary and post primary 
schools to supports its implementation. 

As part of the package of supports, additional teachers are being provided to support the 
reopening of primary schools in order to provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need 
to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  These 
will be monitored in terms of the number of teachers and the location of each panel.

Primary schools are currently provided with class teachers on the basis of one teacher for 
every 26 pupils which is at its historically lowest level. Budget 2020 also improved the staff-
ing levels for schools with four teachers or less and ensure one less pupil is required to retain/
recruit a teacher.  I am acutely aware of the issues faced by many schools in respect of teacher 
allocations and class sizes. Under the Programme for Government there is a commitment to 
seek to make further progress in reducing the pupil teacher ratios in primary schools and it is 
my intention to make progress on this in future budgets.

My Department will also be working with schools on the options available to implement 
the public health advice in respect of physical distancing.  In terms of operating in this school 
year, schools will be required to look at maximising all available physical space particularly to 
accommodate larger classes.  Examples of class layouts have been provided to support schools. 
The minor works grant has been provided to assist schools if they need to reconfigure classroom 
or undertake other work.   Schools will also be required to look at how classes are organised in 
terms of size and this may require some reorganisation of class groupings.

My Department will work with any school who needs extra support when other options are 
not feasible and  this may involve additional teachers in some cases.

30/07/2020WRA01500Education Policy

30/07/2020WRA0160018. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education and Skills if detailed plans 
will be provided of the implementation of the commitment in the Programme for Government 
to develop inclusive and age-appropriate RSE and SPHE curricula across primary and post-
primary levels, including an inclusive programme on LGBTI+ relationships and making ap-
propriate legislative changes, if necessary. [18119/20]

30/07/2020WRA01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Govern-
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ment states that this Government will develop inclusive and age appropriate curricula for Re-
lationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) and Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 
across primary and post-primary schools, including an inclusive programme on LGBTI+ rela-
tionships. This is a vital and sensitive area of education, and I am very aware that issues have 
been identified with the current curriculum. This work will be progressed as a matter of prority. 

This work will be progressed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA). It will draw on the council’s report on RSE in primary and post-primary schools 
which was published in December 2019.  The review was commissioned by my predecessor 
Richard Bruton TD who requested the NCCA to specifically consider LGBTQ+ matters among 
the areas to be covered by its review. 

The NCCA report is based on commissioned research and extensive public consultation. It 
made a number of recommendations, including the development of a single integrated curricu-
lum for RSE and Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) in schools. Work on redevel-
oping the specifications for SPHE and RSE will commence next year and will include engage-
ment with all the key education stakeholders, as well as a further process of public consultation 
before the new curriculum is finalised.  

The Council is currently developing interim guidance material for SPHE and RSE across 
primary and post-primary. These support materials will be made available in the form of an on-
line toolkit. It is expected that these will be ready towards the end of this year. They will provide 
guidance on how the current curriculum can be approached in a more holistic way.

30/07/2020WRA01800Teacher Training

30/07/2020WRA0190019. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
sider allowing student teachers some days in August and September 2020 to assist teachers and 
schools in preparing for reopening in view of the fact they missed out on subbing days in May 
and June in 2020 in addition to valuable teaching experience in the classroom as school place-
ments were cancelled in further view of the fact this would also benefit the school; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19331/20]

30/07/2020WRA02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I accept that it is vitally im-
portant that our student teachers can access and undertake student placements. It is important 
that student teachers complete placements and the experience and learnings from these place-
ments ensure that our graduating student teachers are fully qualified and competent profession-
als. It is intended that school placements for student teachers will take place in the coming year. 

As I announced earlier in the week, the Government is providing a range of supports to 
schools to allow them to reopen fully. These include an enhanced Minor Works Grant, increased 
management supports, additional capitation for cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE and additional 
supply panel posts at primary and additional teaching posts at post-primary.

Funding will also be provided to each school to employ an aide to assist with the physical 
and logistical arrangements necessary in advance of school re-opening including movement 
of furniture, setting up hand sanitising stations, signage, training, and engaging with parents. 
Schools are free to make arrangments to employ a suitable person as an aide at a local level.

Also, I am pleased to advise the Deputy that my Department, in collaboration with the 
Teaching Council and Higher Education Institutes (HEIs), have been examining the poten-
tial for student teachers to provide greater support to schools during schools placements, par-
ticularly in post-primary schools in the coming school year. It is planned that the HEIs will 
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adopt flexible arrangements for post primary student teacher programmes. This will facilitate 
greater availability of student teachers in the post primary sector for paid work outside of their 
school placement. I am confident that this measure will be of significant benefit to both the 
school and student teacher involved. Further guidance on this proposal will be finalised shortly.

30/07/2020WRA02100School Staff

30/07/2020WRA0220020. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details on 
her moves to regularise the employment rights of school secretaries in line with the demands of 
a union (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19320/20]

30/07/2020WRA02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I have seen at first hand the 
very important work done by school secretaries, and indeed by the other support staff in the 
running of our schools.  

In recognition of this, I have put special arrangements in place for the coming school year 
whereby schools will be funded to employ a replacement secretary or caretaker in the event that 
staff who are at very high risk of contracting serious illness from COVID-19 cannot work from 
the school premises.   I have met with Forsa, who represent many of the secretaries working in 
schools.

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools receive assistance to provide for 
secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under the capitation grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school.

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers in an independent arbitration 
process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 10% between 2016 
and 2019 for staff and a minimum hourly pay rate of €13.  

In May last year FÓRSA trade union tabled a follow-on claim from the 2015 pay agreement.  
Officials from my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and School 
Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission.

30/07/2020WRA02400Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

30/07/2020WRA0250021. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cathain atá sé 
i gceist aici beartas a fhoilsiú maidir le hoideachas trí Ghaeilge taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [18540/20]

30/07/2020WRA02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Go raibh maith agat don 
cheist, a Theachta.

Tá tiomantas i gClár an Rialtais 2020 – 2025  Ár dTodhchaí Le Chéile polasaí cuimsitheach 
a sholáthar don Ghaeilge ó oideachas réamhscoile go hoideachas múinteoirí do gach scoil. 

Tá an gealltanas seo i gcomhthéacs na hoibre ar chur i bhfeidhm Straitéis 20-Bliain an Ri-
altais don Ghaeilge.
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Tá mo Roinn-se ag cur i bhfeidhm an straitéis don oideachas Gaeltachta cheana féin agus 
tá tús curtha le hobair phleanála do pholasaí don oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge lasmuigh den 
Ghaeltacht.

Is iad mo thosaíochtaí reatha ná athoscailt na scoileanna go sábháilte agus an próiseas do na 
gráid ríofa don Ardteistiméireacht 2020 agus táim féin agus m’oifigigh ag obair go leanúnach 
leis na páirtithe go léir chun an dá ghné den obair seo a chur chun cinn.

 Cuirfear na gníomhartha tosaíochta ó Chlár an Rialtais, an polasaí do theanga na Gaeilge 
san áireamh, i mo straitéis trí bliana agus sa phlean feidhmithe bhliantúil. Tá sé i gceist agam an 
straitéis trí bliana sin a fhoilsiú níos déanaí sa bhliain.

Tá cur chun cinn na Gaeilge fíor-thábhachtach inár scoileanna.

Question:  To ask the Minister for Education (and Skills) when it is intended to publish a 
policy on Irish-medium education outside of the Gaeltacht and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.

Answer:

Thank you for the question Deputy.

The Programme for Government 2020-2025 Our Shared Future contains a commitment to 
provide a comprehensive policy for the Irish language from pre-primary education to teacher 
education for all schools.  

This commitment is in the context of the work on the implementation of the Government’s 
20 year strategy for the Irish language.

My Department is already implementing the Gaeltacht education strategy and has com-
menced planning work for a policy on Irish medium education outside of the Gaeltacht.

My immediate priorities are the safe reopening of schools and the calculated grades process 
for Leaving Certificate 2020 and myself and my officials continue to work with all the partners 
to progress these two bodies of work. 

My three year strategy and annual implementation plan will incorporate priority actions 
from the Programme for Government including the Irish language policy.  I aim to publish this 
three year strategy later this year.

The promotion of Irish is hugely important in our schools.

30/07/2020WRA02700School Transport

30/07/2020WRA0280022. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures be-
ing taken to ensure the operation of the school transport service from 31 August 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19035/20]

30/07/2020WRA02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.
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Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school. This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from 
the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows 
comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the 
logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for 
the reopening of our schools. 

School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place.

Observing hygiene requirements will be a key priority and we will issue clear communica-
tions to all parents and students using school transport services to set out the requirements for 
those travelling on services.

In addition, Bus Éireann, in consultation with my Department, will provide information and 
guidance for their own employees and to contractors contracted to operate on the School Trans-
port Scheme on the operation of services within the parameters of the public health advice and 
the return to work safely protocols

30/07/2020WRA03000Schools Amalgamation

30/07/2020WRA0310023. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the proposed amalgamation of schools in Kanturk, County Cork. [19327/20]

30/07/2020WRA03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a 
project to provide for the construction of a new primary school in Kanturk has been devolved 
to the Office of Public Works (OPW) for delivery. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that a preferred contractor for the project has been identi-
fied. The OPW has informed my Department that the Letter of Acceptance will issue shortly 
with a view to ensuring that work commences on site in early September 2020.

My Department understands that it is the Patron’s intention to amalgamate the schools when 
the building project is completed.

30/07/2020WRA03300School Transport

30/07/2020WRA0340024. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
school transport will operate as schools reopen; if transport operators will be provided addi-
tional funding accordingly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19406/20]

30/07/2020WRA03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.
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Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school. This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from 
the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business ,and follows 
comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the 
logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for 
the reopening of our schools. 

School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place.   

Observing hygiene requirements will be a key priority and we will issue clear communica-
tions to all parents and students using school transport services to set out the requirements for 
those travelling on services. 

In addition, Bus Éireann, in consultation with my Department, will provide information 
and guidance for their own employees and to contractors contracted to operate on the School 
Transport Scheme on the operation of services within the parameters of the public health advice 
and the return to work safely protocols.  My Department will provide the appropriate level of 
funding for PPE, sanitization materials and the additional cleaning regime required for school 
transport vehicles.

30/07/2020WRA03600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRA0370025. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
provisions in place for immunocompromised students, parents, teachers, teachers that may have 
immunocompromised children and those that may live with immunocompromised persons; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19403/20]

30/07/2020WRA0380058. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the pro-
vision being made for students, teachers or school staff that are immunocompromised and will 
be concerned regarding the return to schools and that it may not be in accordance with health 
advice to attend. [19303/20]

30/07/2020WRA03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27 July, my De-
partment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives.   

I am conscious that there may be some pupils for whom return to school at the end of August 
may not be appropriate because the relevant public health guidelines indicate they are at “very 
high risk”.  

Responsibility to ensure that these pupils receive appropriate support to engage adequately 
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with learning remains with each school. Good communication is key to supporting these pupils 
and to ensure their ongoing connection with their classmates and school community.  

Additional supports will be provided for these pupils/students through designated teachers 
from within the staffing resources of the school. Schools will have discretion to manage and 
redistribute their teaching support resources in order to best meet the learning needs of their 
pupils/students, including pupils/students at ‘very high risk’ to COVID-19.   

I am conscious that some high risk staff will be assessed as unable to return to the workplace 
due to Covid-19. Schools will be provided with resources to replace these staff members. 

Details of the arrangements that will apply for these staff, which will be in accordance with 
those applying for the public service generally, will be updated by the Department of Education 
following consultation with Management Bodies and Unions and a circular will be issued to all 
schools.  This may include supporting high risk students who cannot attend school.

30/07/2020WRA04000School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRA0410026. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to pro-
vide additional funding to upgrade school buildings in preparation for the reopening of schools. 
[19329/20]

30/07/2020WRA04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, last 
Moinday I announced The Roadmap for The Full Return to School, along with funding of 
over €370 million to support primary and post primary schools as they prepare for reopening.

It is recognised that a school in preparing for full reopening, may require some reconfigura-
tion works to ensure that all available space in the school is availed of, including class space, to 
safely maximising physical distancing.   

The type of adaption works may include, but are not limited to,  reconfiguration of classroom 
space, re-purposing rooms to provide additional space, adapting storage facilities, purchasing 
furniture, altering desk layouts, adapting toilet areas.  As each school setting is different, a ‘one 
size fits all approach’ is not appropriate, individual schools are best placed to decide on the ap-
propriate re-configuration works for their school.   

By providing funding to schools through a Minor Works Grant, schools will have necessary 
flexibility to implement these kind of reconfiguration measures in their school quickly.

30/07/2020WRA04300School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRA0440027. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
temporary accommodation for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [17959/20]

30/07/2020WRA04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department recently re-
ceived a request from the school authority to retain a suite of rented, temporary accommodation 
at the school to which the Deputy refers.  An official from my Schools’ Capital Appraisals Sec-
tion will contact the school authority shortly to discuss the matter further.

30/07/2020WRA04600State Examinations
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30/07/2020WRA0470028. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans in place to 
expand the choice in exams in the leaving certificate 2021 in view of the loss in teaching time 
due to Covid-19; if the alternations will be carried out across subjects in a similar manner; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19333/20]

30/07/2020WRA04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday of this week, 27 
July, I announced a roadmap for reopening our schools fully at the start of the upcoming school 
year. This roadmap includes a wide range of information and guidance for schools including 
public health advice, COVID-19 response plans for schools as well as curriculum and assess-
ment changes.

Notwithstanding the best efforts of teachers and schools to engage students during the pe-
riod of school closure, my Department recognises that curriculum considerations for 2020/21 
school year at both primary/special school and post-primary level need to take account of the 
variable learning experiences of pupils/students during the period of school closure, the likely 
gaps in learning, particularly for students from disadvantaged backgrounds or with special edu-
cational needs, and the practical context in which teaching and learning will be taking place in 
the new school year.

The publication of the roadmap earlier this week was accompanied by a series of guidance 
documents for schools, including guidance on learning and school programmes for post-prima-
ry school leaders and teachers.

This guidance outlines adjustments to assessment arrangements to take account of the gen-
eral loss of learning opportunity for those students who are due to sit the Junior Cycle and 
Leaving Certificate examinations in 2021. The changes will be broadly proportionate and may 
vary, taking into account specific context, across modules, subjects and programmes. They will 
involve some combination of:

- Greater choice for students in written examinations;

- Bringing forward the dates for the issue of coursework briefs;

- Adjustments to the requirements for practical examinations in some subjects.

Further details on changes being made to examinations at subject-level will be published 
shortly.

My Department is acutely aware of the challenges faced by students at this difficult time, 
and how the current circumstances will continue to present challenges into the future. The wel-
fare of students is, and will continue to be, front and centre in all decision making.

30/07/2020WRA04900Schools Administration

30/07/2020WRA0500029. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to ex-
pand second-level school places in Gorey, County Wexford. [19284/20]

30/07/2020WRA05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.
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Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

Since April 2018 the Government has announced plans for the establishment of 45 new 
schools over the four years 2019 to 2022. These announcements followed nationwide demo-
graphic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-
primary schools across the country.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional 
accommodation or extensions to existing schools.

While this  did not include a new post primary school for the Gorey school planning area, 
the requirement for new schools or school places is under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population. 

The second level School Planning Area for Gorey, Co. Wexford is catered for by two schools, 
Gorey Community School and Creagh College.

My Department approved capital funding for Gorey Community School to provide addi-
tional classroom and specialist accommodation last April. This accommodation, when con-
structed will cater for approximately 1,550 pupils. The project has been devolved to the school 
authorities for delivery. A new school building catering for 1,000 pupils was constructed for 
Creagh College in 2014.

30/07/2020WRA05200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRA0530030. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the educational pro-
visions being made for Oberstown Youth Detention Centre in the context of a second wave of 
Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19401/20]

30/07/2020WRA05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Dublin and Dún Laoghaire 
Education and Training Board (DDLETB) is responsible for delivery of education in the Ober-
stown Children Detention Campus School. My Department approves an annual allocation of 
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staff hours to DDLETB to facilitate this provision.   

The management of the school is led by the in-school senior management team of principal 
and two deputy principals, overseen by the school’s board of management. 

Officials in my Department have been in correspondence with their colleagues in DDLETB 
during the Covid-19 pandemic and have met with them to discuss the ongoing education pro-
vision in Oberstown. In line with the guidance provided to all schools by my Department, 
DDLETB put arrangements in place to ensure continuity of learning during the Covid-19 school 
closure period.  

The advice of the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) will be considered in 
the event of a second wave of Covid19.

30/07/2020WRB00200Education Policy

30/07/2020WRB0030031. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education and Skills if addiction awareness 
programmes are delivered in schools; the person or body that delivers same; the person or body 
that decides the content delivered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17129/20]

30/07/2020WRB00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): There are a number of ways 
in which education on addiction prevention is addressed in schools. Schools have a role in 
supporting students to develop the key skills and knowledge to enable them to make informed 
choices when faced with a range of difficult issues, including drugs.

This is mainly done through the Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE) programme, 
which has a specific module on the use and misuse of a range of substances. SPHE is manda-
tory in all primary schools as well as in Junior Cycle. Schools are also encouraged to deliver the 
SPHE programme in the senior cycle.

SPHE aims to provide a range of generic skills such as communicating, making decisions, 
knowing where to find reliable data, belonging and integrating, expressing feelings and emo-
tions, substance abuse, resisting peer pressure, personal safety, values and mutual respect. The 
personal safety strand of the SPHE curriculum in year 3 of Junior Cycle provides specifically 
for recognising unsafe situations.

Schools also have access to a number of resources to support the delivery of the substance 
use module of SPHE. Examples include the “Walk Tall” Programme for primary pupils de-
veloped by the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and a post-primary 
resource called “On My Own Two Feet”, published by my Department. The new ‘Know the 
Score’ programme is a substance misuse programme published in 2019 for Transition Year or 
5th year pupils. It was jointly developed by the HSE, my Department and the Drugs and Alco-
hol Task Forces. 

30/07/2020WRB00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRB0060032. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide additional supports for student well-being when schools reopen. [19330/20]

30/07/2020WRB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The wellbeing and mental 
health of our school communities is a fundamental element of the Department’s overall plan 
to ensure a successful return to school as we continue to manage the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is 



30 July 2020

13

crucial that we support the wellbeing of our students and school management and staff in order 
to support successful re-engagement with teaching and learning.  

The Deputy will be aware that this week I, in conjunction with An Taoiseach and my col-
league Josepha Madigan, announced a comprehensive roadmap for the return to school in Sep-
tember. This announcement included a comprehensive set of guidance, instruction and resourc-
ing to be put at the disposal of school authorities to enable them to undertake this significant 
task.  The issue of mental health and the support of school communities is to the fore in both 
this guidance and in relation to additional resources being provided as part of the €375m pack-
age agreed.

In this connection my Department has prepared a document ‘Supporting the Wellbeing of 
School Communities as Schools Reopen’ to inform school authorities on the tiered approach 
to maintaining and supporting the wellbeing of both pupils and school staff following the CO-
VID-19 closure. 

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) of my Department is leading on 
supporting the wellbeing of schools communities. The response to support the wellbeing of all 
within school communities on the return to school requires a structured, psychosocial response 
which is compassionate and largely preventative and proactive.  This requires a whole-school 
team approach to planning in order to ensure that staff, students and parents feel safe and se-
cure.  This response will be aligned with the HSE guidance on such responses, and based on the 
five key principles of promoting a sense of safety, calm, connectedness, self- and community-
efficacy and hope.  My Department will work in partnership with the Department of Health and 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to ensure that the wellbeing needs of all members 
of the school community are met.

The foundation for the provision of a continuum of support in schools is the provision 
of support for school staff wellbeing, and guidance to help school staff to feel confident and 
equipped to support the wellbeing of their students. The Department has worked closely with 
its broad range of support services and agencies and with the HSE/HSE-funded services and 
the Tusla Education Support Service to create an aligned and coherent package of supports and 
resources to assist schools in this regard. Supports will include a comprehensive communica-
tions campaign, delivering universal messages of safety and wellbeing to a Webpage (gov.ie/
backtoschool) with access to all information relating to the reopening of schools, including 
information about wellbeing, with links to specific resources, guidance and support. Wellbeing 
Webinars for schools will be provided to school staff as schools reopen and Wellbeing Toolkits 
for Teachers with a range of easily downloadable, user-friendly materials will be provided.

Enhanced services for wellbeing will be provided by the National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS). I was pleased to announce that an additional 17 NEPS psychologists will 
be appointed to strengthen this support. 

Access to a range of support/resources and professional learning opportunities from my 
Department’s Teacher Education Support Services, the National Council for Special Educa-
tion Support Service (NCSE SS), the HSE’s Health Promotion Team and the Tusla Education 
Support Service (TESS) will also be provided.  Furthermore, approximately 120 posts will be 
provided for guidance to support student wellbeing recognising the particular importance for 
this support in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic challenges.

My Department has linked with the Department of Health and the HSE to ensure that 
their services are accessible and available to school communities at this time.  The following 
services provided by the HSE are available to students if needed, and appropriate, at this time:
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- e-mental health services, including on-line counselling, provided by the HSE/HSE-fund-
ed service providers   including spunout.ie, Jigsaw, MyMind, Childline and Turn2Me.  Links 
to these e-mental health providers are found on the gov.ie/backtoschool and the gov.ie/leaving-
cert webpages, as well as on the Department’s website.  

-  Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

30/07/2020WRB00800School Staff

30/07/2020WRB0090033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a call for 
Ireland will be committed to for the education sector to employ more teachers to permanently 
reduce the pupil-teacher ratio and source new buildings in order that students can return to 
school safely in September 2020; if the two-tier pay for teachers will be abolished to ensure 
that all teachers are treated fairly and are paid on the standard pay scale; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19241/20]

30/07/2020WRB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On the 27th July, my Depart-
ment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 
Return to School”, along with funding of over €370 million to support primary and post pri-
mary schools as they prepare for reopening.

This Roadmap set outs how schools will fully reopen for all students from the end of Au-
gust, and what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 
context.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehen-
sive and intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management 
bodies and staff representatives.

The Supply Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 additional 
posts fixed term to provide substitute cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels 
is to support schools to manage the sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers 
to meet substitution needs when required. Schools will also be able to access substitute teachers 
through the normal process, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

My Department is making over 1,000 additional teaching posts available to post primary 
schools in the free scheme. Posts equivalent to 0.6 PTR reduction will be allocated based as 
normal on school enrolments and will be clearly identifiable in the school’s staffing schedule. 
This allocation will support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional 
teachers needed to support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing require-
ments by reallocating class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.

It is recognised that a school in preparing for full reopening, may require some reconfigura-
tion works to ensure that all available space in the school is availed of, including class space, to 
safely maximising physical distancing.

The type of adaption works may include, but are not limited to, reconfiguration of classroom 
space, re-purposing rooms to provide additional space, adapting storage facilities, purchasing 
furniture, altering desk layouts, adapting toilet areas.  As each school setting is different, a ‘one 
size fits all approach’ is not appropriate, individual schools are best placed to decide on the ap-
propriate re-configuration works for their school. By providing funding to schools through a 
Minor Works Grant, schools will have necessary flexibility to implement these kind of recon-
figuration measures in their school quickly.
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The public service agreements have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public 
servants to start. The starting salary for a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result 
of the programme of pay restoration, the starting salary of a teacher is now €36,953 and from 1 
October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education).

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.

This agreement is benefitting 16,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education 
sector. The deal provides for a series of incremental jumps for new entrants.

My Department is fully aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern 
following the September 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consid-
eration. This will happen either in the context of any pay review mechanism agreed by the par-
ties to the Public Service Stability Agreement, or in the context of the next round of pay talks. 
The positions of each of the parties on these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring 
to reach a mutually agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring.

30/07/2020WRB01100Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRB0120034. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 388 of 21 July 2020, if the decision will be reversed not to grant an ex-
emption for three pupils to allow them to repeat their final year of education in a special needs 
school (details supplied) in Dublin 22. [19295/20]

30/07/2020WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): As outlined previously, special schools funded by my Department are classified as pri-
mary national schools and are intended, in accordance with the provisions of Rule 64(1) of the 
Rules for National Schools, to cater for children and young persons with special educational 
needs from the age of 4 years until the end of the school year in which they reach their 18th year.
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Special schools may however seek approval from my Department for an exemption from 
Rule 64(1) in respect of students over the age of 18 who are pursuing courses leading to ac-
creditation on the National Qualifications Framework (e.g. Junior Certificate/LCA/FETAC 3). 

A request for an exemption from Rule 64(1) can only be made by a school where:

1.  The student is pursuing a course leading to accreditation on the National Qualifications 
Framework (e.g. Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3) 

2. The student requires one additional year in order to complete their course

3. Retaining the student in the school for one school year will not prevent a younger pupil 
being enrolled there

4. Plans are in place to transition the student to a post-school setting at the end of the ad-
ditional school year

Special schools are invited each year to make applications for exemptions from Rule 64(1) 
in respect of pupils who meet the above criteria. Where the criteria are met, my Department will 
approve the exemptions.

The school to which the Deputy refers has engaged in this process with my Department. 
I can also confirm that an application for exemptions, as referenced above, was made by the 
school. However, as the criteria were not met, it was not possible to approve the application. 
The school has been notified of this decision and the postition remains unchanged from my 
reply to the Deputy on 21st July 2020.

30/07/2020WRB01400Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRB0150035. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the communi-
cations she has had in relation to the need to establish a special school for children with learning 
disabilities in the Dublin 12 committee. [19033/20]

30/07/2020WRB01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote 
or €1.9bn is invested in supporting children with special needs.   

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
South Dublin, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places for next September.   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is continuing its engage-
ment with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across South Dublin to bring the required 
additional special class and special school placements on stream.   

While progress has been achieved NCSE has identified the need for an additional 36 special 
school places in South Dublin for September. 

Planning is actively underway to ensure that children without a placement for next year are 
provided with a suitable placement.  The NCSE is leading the work in this regard. My Depart-
ment will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the necessary 
funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an education.
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A number of options are currently being explored to increase the number of suitable places 
to cater for the needs of children in this area.

30/07/2020WRB01700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0180036. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to fa-
cilitate school attendance in autumn 2020; if she has considered the difficulties in relation to 
very young children entering junior infants and their potential lack of understanding of social 
distancing practice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19524/20]

30/07/2020WRB01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27 July, my De-
partment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

The roadmap sets out in detail how physical distancing can be applied in primary and post 
primary settings, using the principles outlined in the public health advice. The roadmap recog-
nises that younger children are unlikely to maintain physical distancing indoors. 

I understand that starting primary school in 2020 is likely to generate even greater anticipa-
tion, anxiety and excitement than normal for children and their parents/guardians. The impact 
of experiences during the pandemic may require schools to provide support for children in rela-
tion to separation anxiety, independence and language development. Given the well-recognised 
benefits of play and its role in connecting pre-school and primary school learning experiences, 
schools are encouraged to provide children in infants and junior classes with opportunities 
for play. NCCA resources on such provision can be found at:   https://curriculumonline.ie/
getmedia/3ac44a69-57f9-49ea-80db-ebec76831111/PLC-Support-Materials_All-Strands-Fi-
nal.pdf

To ensure children starting in primary school are supported as fully as possible, a wide range 
of resources and support materials have been prepared and published by both the Department of 
Education (DE) and the Department of Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (DCDEI).

30/07/2020WRB02000School Curriculum

30/07/2020WRB0210037. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the considerations 
being made by his Department with respect to the RSE curriculum; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19400/20]

30/07/2020WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Govern-
ment states that this Government will develop inclusive and age appropriate curricula for Re-
lationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) and Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 
across primary and post-primary schools. This is a vital and sensitive area of education.

This work will be progressed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA). It will draw on the council’s report on RSE in primary and post-primary schools 
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which was published in December 2019.  The review was commissioned by my predecessor 
Richard Bruton TD.

The NCCA report is based on commissioned research and extensive public consultation. 
It made a number of recommendations, including primarily the development of a single inte-
grated curriculum for RSE and Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) in schools. Work 
on redeveloping the new specifications for SPHE and RSE will commence next year and will 
include engagement with all the key education stakeholders, as well as a further process of pub-
lic consultation before the new curriculum is finalised.  

The Council is currently developing interim guidance material for SPHE and RSE across 
primary and post-primary levels. These support materials will be made available in the form of 
a user-friendly online toolkit. It is expected that these will be ready towards the end of this year 
and will be added to incrementally. They will provide guidance on how the current curriculum 
can be approached in a more holistic way.

30/07/2020WRB02300Technological Universities

30/07/2020WRB0240038. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the establishment of the technological university of the south-east with the provision of a 
County Wexford campus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16785/20]

30/07/2020WRB02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the statutory frame-
work detailed in the Technological Universities Act 2018, it is a matter, in the first instance, for 
the relevant Institutes of Technology participating in a TU development consortium to progress 
their plans and, when ready, to make an application to the Minister seeking an order establish-
ing a TU subject to their meeting the eligibility criteria prescribed in the 2018 Act.   

The Government recognises the urgency attached to the requirement for a technological 
university for the South East of Ireland as the only region in the State that does not have the 
benefit of a university presence and is committed to delivering on our Programme for Govern-
ment commitment in this regard.   

Last week I updated Government on the progress that has been made since the enactment 
of 2018 Act in 2018. It is my Department’s understanding that the TUSEI consortium of IT 
Carlow and Waterford IT continues to actively develop its proposals for TU designation. To 
this end the consortium has established a fulltime project office and is implementing key ele-
ments of a cross-institutional change management programme and is working through relevant 
issues with staff and in terms of ensuring the financial robustness of any new TU.  To date, the 
TUSEI consortium has received €3.7 million in Exchequer funding, of which €2 million was 
allocated last year, to assist its TU development proposals. The design and implementation of 
a new TU Transformation Fund totalling €90 million over the next three years, is currently be-
ing developed by the Higher Education Authority in consultation with the technological sector. 
This funding will benefit established TUs and TU development consortia, including TUSEI, 
considerably and put TUs nationally on a solid foundation as recommended by the 2019 TU 
Research Network high level advisory body report. 

Earlier this week I announced the appointment by the TUSEI consortium of an independent 
person to accelerate plans for a TU in the South East. Mr Tom Boland, a former Chief Executive 
of the Higher Education Authority, will be the new independent Programme Executive Director 
for the project and he is tasked with driving to completion the submission of an application for 
TU designation under the 2018 Act.
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A step change in the pace of the project is essential and Mr. Boland’s appointment is a state-
ment of intent in that regard. I plan to meet the Chairs and Presidents of the two institutes with 
the Programme Executive Director to communicate Government’s expectation that there would 
be significant progress by the end of this year to develop TU proposals.

Upon establishment, the siting of its multi-campuses are a matter for each TU. My Depart-
ment understands that both IT Carlow and my Department remain fully committed to the devel-
opment of higher education facilities in Wexford and that the process to secure a location for a 
higher education campus in Wexford, which is being led by IT Carlow, is ongoing. My Depart-
ment has agreed in principle to provide funding for acquisition of a site for the new campus.

30/07/2020WRB02600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0270039. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a moratorium will 
be placed on proposed reductions in teacher numbers in schools as a result of changes in the 
number of pupils registered in September 2019 in view of the pressures that the Covid-19 crisis 
will have on schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19297/20]

30/07/2020WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department published the report “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 
Return to School” earlier in the week which is available on my Department’s website.

This Roadmap set outs how schools will fully reopen for all students from the end of Au-
gust, and what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 
context.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehen-
sive and intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management 
bodies and staff representatives.

As part of the package of supports, additional teachers are being provided to support the 
reopening of primary schools in order to provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need 
to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  These 
will be monitored in terms of the number of teachers and the location of each panel.

The annual staffing schedule determines the allocation of teachers to schools.  For the cur-
rent school year, it operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher (26:1) which is 
historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level. I am very conscious of the staffing 
schedule and the need to prioritise teacher allocations in primary schools given their vital role 
in communities around the country. I am particularly aware of the difficulties faced in light of 
Covid-19. I am looking at how best to make further progress in reducing the primary teacher 
ratio in the context of the  Programme for Government implementation.

30/07/2020WRB02900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0300040. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will allow 
discretion for primary schools to reduce the curriculum areas temporarily in the first term of the 
new school year to allow teachers to give more time to SPHE with a focus on well-being fol-
lowing young children returning to school and the impact that Covid-19 will have had on them; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19332/20]

30/07/2020WRB03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As Minister for Education and 
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as a teacher myself, I am very conscious that the wider physical, mental, emotional and relation-
ship implications of social distancing, lockdown and possibly bereavement may be significant 
for some pupils.  There will be a need therefore for a focus on pupil’s wellbeing as a founda-
tion for learning and SPHE will be key in responding to the impact of COVID19 on the pupil’s 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours.  SPHE curriculum content will also be useful in providing 
general and specific support to pupils who are finding the transition back to school difficult.

Teachers will play an important role in supporting positive interactions and routines for the 
pupils and in encouraging healthy behaviours as the pupils make sense of their new realities 
and come to feel safe and secure in their school surroundings.  As the new school year begins, 
schools need to enable pupils to communicate their own needs, and to acknowledge and respond 
to those needs.  Exploration of the views of pupils about their experience of school closure, 
their feelings about returning to school, and what they need to help them in the coming year, 
should be a central part of teachers’ preparation for the year ahead.  This can be done through, 
for example, activities in Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) lessons, through art, 
through imaginative play in infant classes, and/or through conversations. 

It will be necessary for schools to prioritise certain aspects and to re-orientate their work 
with the curriculum especially during the initial weeks of the first term to give greater time 
and attention to areas such as Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), Physical Educa-
tion (PE), Language and Mathematics.  SPHE and PE will be important in supporting pupils’ 
wellbeing while language and Mathematics will be central in supporting pupils’ overall learn-
ing.  Mandatory aspects of SPHE such as Stay Safe and Relationships and Sexuality Education 
(RSE) should be taught early in the year.  While teachers will be best placed to consider what 
aspects of their SPHE programme should be prioritised or revisited in light of the particular 
context of their class or pupils, the Return to School guidance issued by my Department this 
week highlights particular SPHE strands that it may be pertinent to focus on.  Pupils should 
also continue to have experiences in Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE) 
and the Arts; the use of cross curricular or thematic approaches may be particularly useful in 
this regard.   

Building on their assessment of pupils’ learning, teachers will make key decisions about 
what pupils learn, the sequence in which they learn, the pace at which they learn, and the ac-
tivities and experiences through which they learn. Gradually, as schools build comprehensive 
pictures of where pupils are in their learning, they will work towards more ‘typical’ curriculum 
plans.  

30/07/2020WRB03200School Admissions

30/07/2020WRB0330041. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of addi-
tional school places for Swords, County Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19291/20]

30/07/2020WRB03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
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with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-   Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

Since April 2018 the Government has announced plans for the establishment of 45 new 
schools over the four years 2019 to 2022 including two new primary schools for Swords, one of 
which was established in 2019 the other to be established this September. This announcement 
followed nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need 
for primary and post-primary schools across the country.

 In addition, the following post-primary school was established in the Swords school plan-
ning area in 2018:

- Swords Community College which is a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional 
accommodation or extensions to existing schools.

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

30/07/2020WRB03500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0360042. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures be-
ing taken to ensure the reopening of schools on 31 August 2020; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19034/20]

30/07/2020WRB0370054. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which comprehensive preparations are in place to facilitate the return of children to the class-
rooms at primary and second level after the summer break; if issues have arisen that might need 
further attention; if she is satisfied that the return to the classroom will be nationwide without 
exception; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19315/20]

30/07/2020WRB0380059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the roadmap 
for a full return to primary and secondary education will be published; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19405/20]

30/07/2020WRB0390072. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans for school 
reopening in August and September 2020; when schools and teachers will be informed; and 
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when the information in relation to same will be published. [19299/20]

30/07/2020WRB0400077. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
made in relation reopening primary and secondary schools for the autumn 2020 term; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [18541/20]

30/07/2020WRB04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27 July, my De-
partment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business  , and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

The supports are comprehensive across a range of areas, including funding for getting 
schools ready, for providing for additional supervision and substitution, and providing addi-
tional teachers to help with physical distancing and class sizes. Funding will also be provided 
for management supports and enhanced cleaning and hygiene measures 

There will be an additional €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and 
hygiene measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are 
being made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections.
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I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

30/07/2020WRB04200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0430043. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
third-level colleges will operate due to Covid-19; her views on whether the quality of degrees 
will be impacted; if fees will be reduced due to an increased element of online learning; if cam-
pus accommodation will be required; if there will be practical elements to courses; if clarity 
will be provided in relation to same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18474/20]

30/07/2020WRB04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 22nd July I published a 
three-pillar series of guides for returning to on-site learning in 2020/2021 which consisted of

-  A high level Further and Higher Education Roadmap, which provides an overview of the 
phased return across further and higher education;

- A COVID-19 Adaptation framework which provides a structure, guidance and support for 
further and higher education institutions and providers and;

- Practical Guidance for Further and Higher Education for Returning to On-site Activity.

These documents can all be found online at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/pub-
lication/fc7a0-guidance-for-further-and-higher-education-for-returning-to-on-site-activity-in-
2020-roadmap-and-covid-19-adaptation-framework  .

The success of the return and operation of the sectors for the new academic year will be 
underpinned by financial support to respond to the costs incurred by the sector in relation to the 
pandemic and those that will arise to ensure the continuity and quality of teaching and learning 
in the sector and research in Higher Education.

Ultimately Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are autonomous institutions and are en-
titled to regulate their own academic affairs and administrative processes. Decisions on how 
courses and campus services will operate will be made by each institution, in line with public 
health advice, and arrangements will vary between institutions and between courses. The HEIs 
will communicate the arrangements for the new academic year to students as soon as these ar-
rangements have been finalised. Questions on arrangements for a specific institution or course 
should be directed to the institution in question.

Whether students will require student accommodation will be dependent on their own in-
dividual circumstances and the format of their course. Student accommodation license terms 
including cost, duration, refund and cancellation policies should be set out in the license agree-
ment signed at the beginning of the academic year. While I would hope that accommodation 
providers would show flexibility to students in the current circumstances, agreements between 
students and accommodation providers are a private matter, and neither I nor my Department 
have any remit to issue instructions in relation to the private rental market.  
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In relation to  student fees, under my Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer pro-
vides funding toward the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate students with students pay-
ing the student contribution which stands at €3,000 since 2014/2015. It is important to recog-
nise that the exchequer pays this contribution (or part of it) on behalf of almost 50% of eligible 
undergraduate students as part of the student support grant.

Where students do not meet the eligibility criteria of the Free Fees Initiative, for example 
full-time undergraduate students who do not qualify for the free tuition fees; fees for part-time 
undergraduates or; any post-graduate students, it is a matter for the higher education institution 
as an autonomous body to determine which fee rate is applicable for students. Any determi-
nation as to the level of fees to be charged is a matter for the institution in light of their own 
particular conditions and circumstances, and there are no current plans for the Department to 
provide advice in such matters.

30/07/2020WRB04500Schools Refurbishment

30/07/2020WRB0460044. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Department 
will now have all urgent repair work carried out on a school (details supplied); and if the school 
will now be included in the school building programme. [18537/20]

30/07/2020WRB04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that approval was given recently for a project to address the issues raised by him to pro-
ceed to tender. Funding for this project is being provided under my Department’s Emergency 
Works Scheme. 

As the project is devolved for delivery to the school, it is a matter for the School Authority 
to progress same and to issue a tender report to my Department for its approval in due course. 

This school is not included on my Department’s Capital Programme. 

30/07/2020WRB04800School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRB0490045. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which adequate classroom accommodation remains available at primary and second-level 
schools nationally with reference to those areas of concentrated population and high pupil-
teacher ratios; if she is satisfied that deficiencies in space can be adequately provided for in the 
short term; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19317/20]

30/07/2020WRB05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Under project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under Project 
Ireland 2040. I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects being 
delivered under project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.edu-
cation.ie   and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects 
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completed from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need, has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed.  Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie   and this information is also updated regularly.

30/07/2020WRB05100Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRB0520046. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of school 
building or extension projects in south County Kildare including the Portarlington area; the 
stage each project is at; the recent progress; the target date for completion; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [18115/20]

30/07/2020WRB05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department’s website 
shows the current position on all school projects on the Capital Programme, as well as listing 
the schools that have had large-scale projects completed from 2010 to date. These are listed on 
a county basis. The information is available at www.education.ie and is updated regularly.

30/07/2020WRB05400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRB0550047. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school princi-
pals will be informed of the arrangements she expects them to put in place the ensure a safe 
working environment for staff and pupils; if they will be provided with instructions on the way 
in which to manage the process; if they will be provided with instructions on the type hygiene 
products and the quantities of such products that need to be purchased; the resources and fi-
nances that will be provided to them to give effect to the requirements; when schools will be 
comprehensively informed of the instructions and supports; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19036/20]

30/07/2020WRB05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27 July, my De-
partment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School”. 

 This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice   issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives.

 My Department is providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million to 
support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap.

There will be an additional €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and 
hygiene measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are 
being made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be   additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
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Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal. 

 There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary. 

 Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

My Department has developed a suite of guidance for schools including the provision of 
templates. One of those templates involves Covid-19 Response Plans and all schools are re-
quired to have one in place. The Covid-19 Response Plan details the policies and practices nec-
essary for a school to meet the Government’s ‘Return to Work Safely Protocol’, the Department 
of Education plan for school reopening and to prevent the introduction and spread of Covid-19 
in the school environment.  

30/07/2020WRB05700Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRB0580048. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
new school complex (details supplied) at Carrigtwohill, County Cork. [19293/20]

30/07/2020WRB05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.  

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that planning permission has been secured for the project 
and the Departments Project Management team are currently working on the preparation of the 
tender documents for the tender and appointment of a Contractor. 

The Department and it’s PM team are also engaging with a third party contractor regarding 
the road network which will have to be constructed by that party in parallel with the schools 



30 July 2020

27

building project and both parties will jointly be engaging further with Cork County Council 
regarding a joint construction programme as is required under the conditions of the grant of 
planning permission.

30/07/2020WRB06000Pupil-Teacher Ratio

30/07/2020WRB0610049. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on whether underfunding of the educational system by successive Governments resulting in 
the largest average class size in the EU represents the single biggest obstacle to a safe return to 
schools which has already been achieved across most of Europe; if the matter will be address 
on a permanent basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19288/20]

30/07/2020WRB06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 27 July, my Department 
published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return 
to School”. 

This Roadmap set outs how schools will fully reopen for all students from the end of Au-
gust, and what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 
context.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehen-
sive and intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management 
bodies and staff representatives.

The annual staffing schedule determines the allocation of teachers to schools.  For the cur-
rent school year, it operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher (26:1) which is 
historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level. Budget 2020 has provided for a 
budget of more than €11 billion for the Department of Education and Skills in 2020. This is the 
highest ever allocation to the sector and an increase of nearly €2 billion since 2016. 

Teacher numbers at primary level have increased by almost 3,500 when comparing the 
2015/16 school year with the current school year and this has led to a steady improvement in 
the pupil teacher ratio and average class size statistics during this period. The latest figures in 
relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to students from 16:1 to 15:1 
at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 2019/20 school year.  Average 
class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.1 in the same period. 

I am very conscious of the staffing schedule and the need to prioritise teacher allocations in 
primary schools given their vital role in communities around the country. I am looking at how 
best to make further progress in reducing the staffing schedule in the context of the Programme 
for Government implementation.

In respect of Covid-19 where schools experience difficulties in implementing physical dis-
tancing additional support measures will be considered. 

30/07/2020WRB06300Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRB0640050. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if further details will 
be provided on the capital funding, location and timelines for the development of new school 
buildings for schools (details supplied). [19296/20]

30/07/2020WRB06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Building projects for the two 
schools in question are included in my Department’s school building programme.
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The Gaelscoil’s new school building will be provided on a site adjacent to its existing site 
in Rathcoole, Co. Dublin. This site is being acquired by my Department from South Dublin 
County Council. 

The Educate Together National School referred to by the Deputy is to be located on a De-
partment owned site at Coolamber Drive, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.  

The permanent school building projects for both schools were recently assigned to my De-
partment’s Design & Build delivery programme. This delivery programme uses a professional 
external Project Manager to progress the project through the relevant stages of architectural 
planning and construction.  Architectural Planning has commenced with site surveys underway.  
When plans for the schools have been developed and pre-planning meetings held with the Local 
Authority, the planning applications will then be lodged. It is not possible to give a timeline for 
the tender and construction period until planning permission has been secured.

Arrangements for suitable interim accommodation for the two schools, for the new aca-
demic year, are in hand.

30/07/2020WRB06600Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRB0670051. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to ensure 
that a project (details supplied) proceeds to the next stage at the earliest possible date due to the 
need to have additional and upgraded accommodation provided at the school without further 
delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19314/20]

30/07/2020WRB06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is currently 
reviewing the building project to which the Deputy refers in the context of construction sites 
restarting and projects at tender stage progressing.  Department officials will be in contact with 
the school shortly with regard to the next stage for this project.

30/07/2020WRB06900Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRB0700052. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be sanctioned as an ASD specific school for children with complex needs from 
five years of age and older. [19308/20]

30/07/2020WRB07100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote 
or €1.9bn is invested in supporting children with special needs.   

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
South Dublin, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places for next September.   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is continuing its engage-
ment with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across South Dublin to bring the required 
additional special class and special school placements on stream.   

While progress has been achieved NCSE has identified the need for an additional 36 special 
school places in South Dublin for September.
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Planning is actively underway to ensure that children without a placement for next year are 
provided with a suitable placement.  The NCSE is leading the work in this regard. My Depart-
ment will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the necessary 
funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an education.

A number of options are currently being explored to increase the number of suitable places 
to cater for the needs of children in this area.  I can confirm that sites such as the school to which 
the Deputy refers are being examined in this regard.

30/07/2020WRB07200Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRB0730053. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
ASD unit promised for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19290/20]

30/07/2020WRB07400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school referred to by the 
Deputy has been approved a four classroom SEN base under my Department’s Additional Ac-
commodation Scheme 2019.  

The school authority, to whom the project has been devolved for delivery, is currently in the 
process of appointing a Design Team and is being assisted by Dublin & Dún Laoghaire Educa-
tion & Training Board (DDLETB) in that respect.

  Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 42.

30/07/2020WRB07600School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRB0770055. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for a purpose-built school building in view of the fact it 
is temporarily based in unsuitable accommodation. [18122/20]

30/07/2020WRB07800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): It is my Department’s inten-
tion to provide a permanent school building for the school referred to by the Deputy. This will 
necessitate the acquisition of a new site. My Department has been engaging with the school 
authorities on this matter and they have proposed a potential site option. 

As part of our standard general procedures, my Department would technically assess a num-
ber of potential site options. Integral to this process is an examination of key factors such as 
cost, availability and deliverability. Furthermore, in line with protocols for the use of State 
Property Assets, my Department would initially examine all state owned property assets in the 
area. A decision would then be made to make the best determination for the permanent location 
for the school.

My Department will examine these options and will update the school authorities with any 
further development.

30/07/2020WRB07900School Curriculum

30/07/2020WRB0800056. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ad-
dress the importance of implementing a scheme on teaching European foreign languages in 
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primary schools to ensure that young persons have the skills necessary in an outward looking 
workforce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18116/20]

30/07/2020WRB08100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Languages Connect, the gov-
ernment’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education 2017-2026 sets out a roadmap to put 
Ireland in the top ten countries in Europe for the teaching and learning of foreign languages, 
through a number of measures targeted at improving proficiency, diversity and immersion.  A 
key part of the strategy is not only increasing the numbers of children taking up a foreign lan-
guage, but also diversifying the range of languages available to schools and increasing students 
depth of knowledge in a language.  Exposing children to a foreign language from an early age, 
would enhance their interpersonal communication skills, adaptability, logical thinking and cre-
ativity.  These transferrable skills are relevant across all disciplines and subjects.

Under the strategy, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) was asked 
to consider including foreign languages in senior classes as part of its review of the primary 
curriculum.    The NCCA subsequently published a background paper ‘Integrating Modern For-
eign Languages in a Redeveloped Primary Curriculum’ available on its website as part of the 
research base to inform the development of the Draft Primary Curriculum Framework.   

The draft Primary Curriculum Framework was published for consultation in February 2020 
and sets out the proposed purpose, structure and content of the curriculum which will be de-
veloped in the coming years.  The draft framework proposes a revised structure for curriculum 
areas that supports the introduction of modern foreign languages in stages 3 and 4, i.e. from 3rd   
class onwards, incrementally building on children’s existing knowledge and awareness of lan-
guage and progressing to a competency model in stage 4.   The consultation on the draft frame-
work will continue to the end of December 2020 and potentially into 2021 depending on the 
Covid-19 situation, with the finalisation of the framework expected by the Summer 2021.  The 
development of curriculum specifications will take place in the following years.  

This proposal connects with and builds on the role of linguistic diversity in the Primary 
Language Curriculum/Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile which seeks to support children on their 
language-learning journeys, in both English and Irish, while also acknowledging the diversity 
of languages spoken in Irish primary schools.

30/07/2020WRB08200School Transport

30/07/2020WRB0830057. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial assis-
tance available to private school bus operators that have suffered huge losses of earnings due 
to Covid-19 and are unable to resume services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19407/20]

30/07/2020WRB08400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019. 

With regard to school transport contractors contracted by Bus Éireann on behalf of my 
Department to operate on the School Transport Scheme, following the initial announcement 
that schools would be closed from the 13th to the 29th of March and in light of the exceptional 
circumstances, it was agreed that those contractors would be paid at the full rate for the period 
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up to 29th March 2020.

Following the decision that schools would not re-open in the 2019/2020 school year it was 
decided that those contractors would continue to be paid thereafter at 50% of their normal rate 
while schools remained closed in the 2019/2020 school year. This was with a view to assisting 
those contractors with general overhead non-pay costs to ease the financial burden encountered 
during these unprecedented times and to assist contractors to remain in business.

Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school. This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from 
the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows 
comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the 
logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for 
the reopening of our schools.

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 25.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 42.

30/07/2020WRB08700DEIS Scheme

30/07/2020WRB0880060. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she is tak-
ing to address literacy and numeracy levels for students particularly those returning to DEIS 
schools in cases in which there was a pre-existing gap prior to Covid-19; if this will involve an 
essential increase in teacher continuous professional development; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19384/20]

30/07/2020WRB08900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 27 July, the Government 
announced the publication of Reopening Our Schools: The Roadmap for The Full Return to 
School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to support its implemen-
tation.

The roadmap outlines a comprehensive range of measures being provided to support the full 
reopening of schools in time for the start of the new school year in late August.

The plan and its accompanying documentation provides schools with guidance on training, 
checklists for schools on preparing for reopening and guidance for operating the school safely 
in a Covid-context. It advises on areas across logistics, curriculum, teaching, managing school 
activities, supporting pupils with additional needs, administration and wellbeing.

My Department has developed guidance for schools to assist them in their planning for re-
opening so as to ensure that curricular priorities are delivered, ongoing student progression is 
supported and that teaching and learning is optimal in a new school environment.

The guidance outlines that provision for curriculum in 2020/21 must also take account of 
the likelihood that the impact of school closure on students’ curriculum experiences were not 
uniform. Students with special educational needs, students at risk of educational disadvantage, 
students with English as an additional language (EAL) and students experiencing homeless-
ness or living in direct provision are likely have been the most adversely affected by the lack 
of classroom contact time, and that schools will need to ensure that those students continue to 
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receive the necessary supports in their learning in the 2020/21 school year.

In taking account of the loss of in-class time at the end of the 2019/2020 school year, and 
recognising the potential challenges facing schools at the outset of the new school year, support 
for teacher wellbeing, leadership, digital technologies and support for socio-economic disad-
vantaged students will be priority areas of focus for my Department’s Support Services.    

My Department, through the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), con-
tinues to prioritise Reading and Maths Recovery and research based accredited programmes for 
those children in DEIS schools who are performing at or below the 1 percentile in standardised 
tests in DEIS schools as well as maintaining ongoing support for other schools already partici-
pating in the Reading and Maths Recovery programmes. 

In addition, all DEIS schools were offered the opportunity to run a one week summer pro-
gramme targeted at those pupils most in need of support. The aim of the DEIS primary summer 
camps is to provide rich educational experiences for young people, which foster a sense of 
belonging and creativity and confidence in their learning. The programme is funded to target 
educational and social disadvantage. It seeks to assist pupils who are experiencing social or aca-
demic difficulties in language and numeracy and who would benefit from a week-long Summer 
Camp with a very small teacher-pupil ratio.

A new programme was developed this year for DEIS post primary schools focusing on en-
couraging those students deemed most in need to reconnect with school, supporting their physi-
cal, social and emotional wellbeing and providing them with the skills they need to engage in a 
meaningful way with learning in the future.

It is estimated that the DEIS summer programmes will benefit over 7,000 children and at 
primary level and over 2,700 young people at post-primary level.

30/07/2020WRC00200Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRC0030061. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the proposed 
building project for a school (details supplied) will proceed to the next stage; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19313/20]

30/07/2020WRC00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is currently 
reviewing the building project to which the Deputy refers in the context of construction sites 
restarting and projects at tender stage progressing.  Department officials will be in contact with 
the school shortly with regard to the next stage for this project.

30/07/2020WRC00500School Costs

30/07/2020WRC0060062. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
reduce the burden placed on parents through voluntary contributions. [19323/20]

30/07/2020WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Voluntary contributions may 
be sought from parents of pupils in recognised schools provided it is made absolutely clear to 
parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay and that, in making a contribution, they 
are doing so of their own volition and that a child’s place in the school or continued enrolment 
is not dependant on a willingness to make a contribution.  

  The manner in which voluntary contributions are sought and collected is a matter for school 
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management, however their collection should be such as not to create a situation where either 
parents or pupils could reasonably infer that the contributions take on a compulsory character.

A school may seek payment to cover the cost of photocopied or other such learning materi-
als where the amount sought by the school is consistent with the costs involved and the level 
of materials provided. It is also permissible for a school to seek payments in respect of extra-
curricular activities provided such activities are not obligatory and individual pupils can choose 
whether or not to participate. No charge may be made, however, in respect of instruction in 
any subject of the school curriculum or for recreation or other activities where all pupils are 
expected to take part.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 prohibits the charging of fees or seeking 
payment or contributions as part of the school admission process or for continued enrolment in 
the school. 

My Department is providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million to 
support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

The supports are comprehensive across a range of areas, including funding for getting 
schools ready, for providing for additional supervision and substitution, and providing addi-
tional teachers to help with physical distancing and class sizes. Funding will also be provided 
for management supports and enhanced cleaning and hygiene measures. It will not be necessary 
for individual schools to raise funding for this purpose.

30/07/2020WRC00800School Staff

30/07/2020WRC0090063. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if support will be 
provided and or the suggested recourse for schools vetting new non-teaching staff in view of 
time constraints and the significant administrative burden on schools preparing to reopen; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19335/20]

30/07/2020WRC01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The vetting legislation and 
the vetting procedures operated by the National Vetting Bureau fall within the remit of my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality.  

The Vetting Act provides that a relevant organisation must, other than in certain limited cir-
cumstances, obtain a vetting disclosure from the National Vetting Bureau prior to commencing 
the employment of an employee to undertake relevant work with children or vulnerable adults. 

Section 5.3 of Circular 0031/2016 outlines that the Vetting Act allows for some limited ex-
emptions to the requirement under Section 12(1) of the Act to obtain a vetting disclosure from 
the National Vetting Bureau prior to commencing an employment, including in certain circum-
stances in the case of persons such as special needs assistants (SNA’s) undertaking recurring 
substitute employment in a particular school.  The exemptions include-

- where a person was previously employed as a substitute by that same school authority 
prior to 29 April 2016.

- where a vetting disclosure from the Bureau was received by the school authority in respect 
of the person’s initial substitute employment. In such a case, there is no requirement for that 
school authority to obtain a further vetting disclosure from the Bureau in respect of that person 
prior to employing him or her in subsequent substitute positions. 
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Schools may also maintain a list of prospective substitute SNA employees and in doing so 
ensure that, as far as possible, a vetting disclosure is obtained at the point on which the person 
is being added to that list or as soon as possible thereafter (rather than waiting until when the 
person is about to commence his or her employment).  In this way schools can ensure that the 
vetting disclosure has been obtained in sufficient time to allow that SNA to commence work in 
the school at short notice.

Under the statutory vetting procedures, the vetting of SNAs and other non-teaching staff 
continues to be conducted via the relevant diocesan office or school management body as the 
relevant conduit organisation for the vetting of SNAs and other non-teaching staff employed 
by schools. In the case of ETB schools the relevant ETB is the relevant organisation for such 
vetting. 

I understand that the current eVetting system is specifically designed to ensure speedy pro-
cessing of vetting applications.  The eVetting service provides for approx. 3 to 4 working days. 
This applies to 85% of applications received via the system.

My Department is engaging with the Vetting Bureau to ensure that vetting arrangements for 
other schools staff will be prioritised and they have confirmed that valid applications can be 
processed within 2 to 3 working days.

30/07/2020WRC01100State Examinations

30/07/2020WRC0120064. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the predicament facing leaving certificate students with conditional of-
fers to Dutch and other foreign third-level institutions that will be unable to take up their places 
unless they receive early access to leaving certificate results; and her plans to address such 
cases. [19322/20]

30/07/2020WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Similar to Ireland, Higher Ed-
ucation Institutions (HEIs) across Europe are autonomous with regard to management of their 
academic affairs including admissions procedures, and as such, have administrative policies 
and deadlines in place to ensure that teaching and learning is delivered in a consistent manner 
to all of their students.  All EU Member States have challenges similar to ours in addressing the 
concerns of students this year due to the COVID pandemic.

I have written to all EU Ministers with responsibility for higher education, and sought their 
assistance  to seek special consideration and flexibility within their third level institutions’ ad-
ministrative procedures with regard to the registration of Irish students.  However, it is also 
important for the students themselves to contact the HEIs in question to pursue that flexibility. 

Turning to the Netherlands, in response to my letter, I am pleased to say that Minister van 
Engelshoven has clarified the matter with institutions there, and the University Association 
(VSNU) and the Association of Universities of Applied Sciences (VH) are advising their mem-
bers to accommodate Irish students.

30/07/2020WRC01400Teacher Training

30/07/2020WRC0150065. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the spend by her 
Department on improving school leadership and in delivering in-service training to teachers; 
the proportion of teacher payroll which it represents; and her plans to increase that ratio over 
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her term in office in a significant manner. [17962/20]

30/07/2020WRC01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A key objective for my De-
partment is to develop the continuum of teacher education to equip teachers with the right skills 
for 21st century teaching and learning and improve school leadership. The quality of our teach-
ing profession is a critical factor in sustaining and enhancing the quality of education outcomes. 

The Department promotes the quality of teaching and learning through the provision of con-
tinuing professional development (CPD) and supports for teachers and principals. The profes-
sional development needs of serving teachers in recent years have been addressed through the 
provision of an induction programme for newly-qualified teachers, dedicated support for school 
leaders, national CPD for curricular and policy reform, and ongoing support for teachers. 

The Department ensures that a range of high-quality models of CPD is provided to teachers 
and school leaders through its support services, the national network of Education Centres and 
appropriate groups, bodies and institutions who are empowered to design, develop and deliver 
CPD programmes. 

Funding provided for CPD for primary and post-primary teachers and school leaders in 
2019 was €31.887m. It should also be noted that an additional investment in the region of €34m 
annually is also provided to support the ongoing secondment and substitution costs associated 
with CPD provision. 

This investment in professional learning represents approximately 1.8% as a proportion of 
my Department centralised teacher payroll spend in 2019. 

Specifically in the area of leadership a key focus for the Department in recent years has 
been to build the professional practice of teachers with a focus on collaboration and supporting 
school leaders. My Departments support services have dedicated teams within both JCT and 
PDST providing support to lead teaching and learning in schools. My Department also funds the 
Centre for School Leadership (CSL) established in 2015 which presents a unique opportunity 
for the development of a coherent continuum of professional development for school leaders. It 
is the shared objective that the Centre will become a centre of excellence for school leadership. 
Through CSL, leaders through the continuum of their leadership journey are supported through 
a post graduate for aspiring leaders, mentoring for newly appointed leaders, coaching for es-
tablished leaders and cluster support for school leadership teams. My Department also supports 
the provision of professional learning through both IPPN and NAPD. The total investment in 
leadership, including personnel and substitution is in the region of €5m annually.

As set out in the recent Programme for Government, there is a commitment to continue to 
develop innovative measures to support school leadership and the quality of teaching, informed 
by data and a focus on student learning and potential.

30/07/2020WRC01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRC0180066. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the training and fur-
ther education supports that will be put in place as part of the July stimulus to help jobseekers 
to upskill and reskill; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18799/20]

30/07/2020WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Covid-19 pandemic has 
had a disproportionate effect on younger workers and those in lower paid occupations with 
lower level of educational qualifications. The pace of workplace change has also accelerated; 
digital skills are essential in almost all occupations; product and service innovation means that 
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workers need to be flexible and adaptable; and the delivery of safe workplaces demands an 
educated and informed workforce.

A “once and done” approach to education and training is no longer enough.  Upskilling, 
reskilling and refreshing of skills need to be supported throughout working lives.The package 
of funding for higher and further education and training to address this situation amounts to 
€100 million and will fund over 35,000 places in the current year. 

These will be delivered through a variety of measures including: 

- Skills to Compete Initiative (SOLAS), which will be delivered by the 16 Education and 
Training Boards (ETBs) through providing courses to develop the skills of people who are 
unemployed and seeking work.  Most participants will be referred to a suitable course by one 
of the Department of Social Protection’s INTREO offices following an engagement on skills, 
experience and areas of interest.  

- A Skillnet Ireland Covid-19 Employment Activation Scheme, involving an outreach/ re-
cruitment campaign, a career advisory element, a conversion course / upskilling programme 
and a mandatory placement with a host employer. Skillnet Ireland will also provide additional 
supports for SMEs as part of the package. 

- The Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme will provide an initial €2,000 payment to sup-
port employers to take on new apprenticeships in 2020, followed by a further €1,000 payment 
after the first year’s employment to support retention.

-  Additional places on Springboard+ and the Human Capital Initiative, as well as additional 
undergraduate and postgraduate provision in the Higher Educational Institutions.

30/07/2020WRC02000Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRC0210067. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
being taken to tackle the lack of special school places and places in ASD units nationally; and 
the way in which she plans to address same for September 2020 when children return to school. 
[19304/20]

30/07/2020WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Since 2011, the number of 
special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost threefold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 
2019/2020 school year. Included in this total are 1,355 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) spe-
cial classes, covering ASD early intervention classes, primary ASD classes and post-primary 
ASD classes in mainstream schools. 

167 new special classes have been established nationally for the 2019/20 school year. 

124 special schools also provide specialist education for those students with complex spe-
cial educational needs.

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at:

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-Septem-
ber-2019.pdf   

Budget 2020 also provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will 
allow for the opening of additional classes where required.
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The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special education placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
meet identified need for the 2020/2021 school year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and special school places are established with the full cooperation 
of the schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country 
where the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree 
to provide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 

The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special education provision.

30/07/2020WRC02300State Examinations

30/07/2020WRC0240068. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
for leaving certificate students wishing to study at UK institutions through UCAS and other 
institutions outside of Ireland that require their calculated grades in August 2020 to secure their 
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course; and her views on whether alternative plans should be put in place for these students to 
make sure they do not miss out on their university course. [19306/20]

30/07/2020WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Leaving Certificate re-
sults will issue on 7th September 2020.  Upon engagement by my officials with UCAS, (the 
UK equivalent of the CAO), it has indicated that this can be accommodated within their revised 
timelines for 2020.  As a result, Irish students pursuing their studies in the UK will not be at a 
disadvantage.

30/07/2020WRC02600Third Level Fees

30/07/2020WRC0270069. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it will be 
ensured that those going to third-level education in September 2020 in blended learning settings 
will not have to pay the current level of registration fees; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19240/20]

30/07/2020WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Under my Department’s free 
fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding toward the tuition fee costs of eligible under-
graduate students with students paying the student contribution. 

The student contribution is currently €3,000 with the last change in the 2014/2015 academic 
year. The exchequer pays all, or part of, this contribution on behalf of almost 50% of students 
eligible for free fees via the student support grant.

Where students do not meet the eligibility criteria of the Free Fees Initiative, for example 
full-time undergraduate students who do not qualify for the free tuition fees; part-time under-
graduates or; any post-graduate students, it is a matter for the higher education institution - as 
an autonomous body - to determine which fee rate is applicable for students.

Planning for models of blended learning is taking place against a backdrop of an evolving 
public health environment and will continue to be monitored and adapted as required to ensure 
the health and safety of all students and staff. The balance between face-to-face and online will 
vary across programmes and will depend on factors such as the disciplinary teaching and learn-
ing needs of, and the numbers of students registered on individual programmes as well as the 
practical/theoretical balance of learning outcomes in the programme. 

Any determination as to the level of fees to be charged is a matter for each institution in ac-
cordance with it’s own particular operational conditions and circumstances in ensuring educa-
tion provision for students through this pandemic.

30/07/2020WRC02900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRC0300070. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
ensure school principals with teaching hours have the flexibility and support to discharge the 
additional burden which will placed on them due to Covid-19 protocols. [19321/20]

30/07/2020WRC03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department published the report “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 
Return to School” earlier in the week which is available on my Department’s website.

This Roadmap set outs how schools will fully reopen for all students from the end of Au-
gust, and what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 
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context.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehen-
sive and intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management 
bodies and staff representatives.

€10.2m has been allocated to support Principals and Deputy Principals who also undertake 
teaching duties in primary schools.  This funding will provide each teaching principal with one 
release day per week, and release days for Deputy Principals in those schools that have an ex-
isting administrative principal.  Details on these arrangements are set out in Circular 45/2020, 
Operational Supports for Primary Schools for the Full Return to School.

30/07/2020WRC03200School Equipment

30/07/2020WRC0330071. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she will take to 
address the digital divide for schools, teachers and students in cases in which there is a lack 
of access to digital devices and adequate broadband prior to re-opening; her plans to deliver 
the curriculum in a digital or virtual setting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19286/20]

30/07/2020WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The priority for my Depart-
ment and the wider schools sector is to re-open our schools as fully and safely at the start of 
the new school year. The interests of students and their families, as well as the safety of staff in 
our schools, are at the centre of our work as we consider the various challenges associated with 
that aim. The re-opening of our schools will be guided by the available public health advice 
and comprehensive engagement with stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives as well as students and parents. The plan for the safe re-opening of 
schools developed in consultation with stakeholders has been approved by Cabinet and is now 
published outlining the extensive information and supports available to support the re-opening 
of schools in September.

While it is expected that there will be a full re-opening of schools by September, schools will 
need to prepare for situations where there may be a need to provide for pupils or students who 
cannot attend school for health reasons related to Covid-19, or a situation where a school may 
be faced with closure (in whole or in part) for a period during which the curriculum will need 
to be delivered remotely. Responsibility for ensuring that such learners receive appropriate 
support to engage adequately with learning remains with the school in which they are enrolled. 
Regular and ongoing communication between school and home will be essential to support 
engagement with learning and continuous connection with classmates and school community.  
Additional supports will be provided for these learners from within the staffing resources of the 
school. Schools will have discretion to manage and redistribute their support resources in order 
to best meet the learning needs of their pupils and students, including those at very high risk 
due to COVID-19.

Resources to support schools and teachers to the transition to distant learning using tech-
nology, including blended learning approaches, are being provided by the Department support 
service, the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), at https://www.pdst.ie/
DistanceLearning   . 

As part of the implementation of the Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020 - Enhancing 
Teaching, Learning and Assessment, funding of €210m for ICT Infrastructure will be distrib-
uted by my Department to primary and second level schools over the five years of the Strategy. 
To date €160m of this funding has issued to schools including €50m which issued earlier this 
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year. In the context of the current public health crisis this funding can be focussed on assisting 
schools to address ICT needs including devices, software and other ICT solutions to support the 
provision of remote learning.  This may include the purchase of ICT devices that can be shared 
with learners who do not have access to devices, essential learning platforms and other ICT 
infrastructure to support the provision of remote learning.  Under the €40m ICT grant funding, 
DEIS schools receive an additional 10% on the per capita amount issued relative to non-DEIS 
schools. Under the issue of €10m. DEIS schools were allocated an additional 10% relative to 
non-DEIS schools to support their students to engage with online learning and educational re-
sources. Schools are best placed to determine the requirements of their school community and 
so the funding issues to schools.

An additional €50m will issue to schools during the forthcoming school year 2020-2021 
subject to the availability of exchequer funding.

Through the Schools Broadband Access Programme my Department provides for the sup-
ply of internet connectivity for all recognised primary and post primary schools, and some 98% 
of schools are included in this scheme. All post-primary schools and some special schools are 
now included in the High Speed Broadband programme. The primary broadband scheme is 
based on locally available infrastructure accessed by the providers of the service to the De-
partment.  The Department of Climate Action, Communications Networks and Transport is 
responsible for the enhanced provision of broadband through the National Broadband and State 
Intervention Plan. My Department continues to liaise with the  Department of Climate Action, 
Communication Networks and Transport to seek to improve broadband connectivity for prima-
ry schools and to raise issues of barriers to connectivity impacting access to remoter learning.

During the current COVID crisis my colleague, Minister Bruton, announced a package of 
additional supports from the telecom companies including that access to healthcare and edu-
cational resource websites identified by the Government will be zero-rated for all customers 
where technically feasible. The Telecommunications industry has also introduced update for 
data limits for consumers to assist their customers during the Covid-19 crisis to access online 
services without exceeding their data limits.

My Department and our education partners are committed to addressing the various chal-
lenges facing the re-opening of schools and is also committed to full and comprehensive com-
munication with schools, teachers, students and parents so that they are fully informed about 
the plans for reopening schools for the next school year.

  Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 42.

30/07/2020WRC03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRC0390073. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial 
package that will be made available to allow primary and secondary schools to open in August 
and September 2020; if such a package includes finance to enable school building modifica-
tions, staff recruitment and specialised classroom sanitation and hygiene; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19318/20]

30/07/2020WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27 July, my De-
partment published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
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has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million to 
support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

There will be an additional €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and 
hygiene measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are 
being made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

 Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

 Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

30/07/2020WRC04100Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRC0420074. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to intro-
duce additional supports for students with special needs when they return to school in view of 
the fact that many did not qualify for summer provision and have not had the necessary supports 
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for many months now; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [18117/20]

30/07/2020WRC04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has now pub-
lished its roadmap to the Full Reopening of schools ‘COVID-19 Response Plan for the safe and 
sustainable reopening of Primary and Special Schools.’

This roadmap sets outs how schools will reopen for all students, including students with 
special educational needs, from the end of August

It provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made available to schools 
to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.

The roadmap also notes that the Department is also making additional provision for special 
schools and special classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and 
classes will face dealing with children with complex medical and care needs. 

Full details of the supports for the reopening of schools is available at https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/b264b-roadmap-for-the-full-return-to-school/   

 The Roadmap provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made avail-
able to schools to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.   

These supports include:

- An enhanced Minor Works Grant to support full implementation of COVID-19 response 
plans

- Employing an aide to help with the school re-opening logistics;

- Additional financial supports to provide for additional cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE 
costs under the COVID-19 response plans.

- Increased management support to primary schools;

- Extending the current pilot supply panel for substitute teachers on a nationwide basis; at 
primary school level

- 1,080 additional teaching posts at post primary school level including 120 guidance posts;

- Enhanced supervision supports for post primary schools   

All of these measures will support the return of children with special educational needs to 
schools in August.   

However, the Department is also making additional provision for special schools and spe-
cial classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and classes will face 
dealing with children with complex medical and care needs.   

Additional NEPS psychologists will be appointed to provide enhanced services to support 
the wellbeing of our school communities at this time, with a particular emphasis on the wellbe-
ing of our special school communities.   

Special schools will receive funding equivalent to 10 days, for the purposes of employing 
an aide to assist with the logistics for preparing for reopening.   

The Minor Works Grant at Primary and Post Primary level include enhanced rates in respect 
of students in special classes and schools. This will facilitate preparatory works to be completed 
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in schools to facilitate reopening such as refurbishment of toilets and reconfiguration of school 
spaces.   

The additional per capita funding being provided for pupils in special schools and special 
classes recognises the additional needs that these pupils have and the additional measures that 
schools may be required to take to support them.   

Special schools and schools with special classes where there is a teaching principal will re-
ceive one release day per week. Those schools with admin Deputy Principals will be provided 
with 16 release days.   

The Department is also supporting the replacement of all absences of SNAs in school set-
tings.   

Enhanced COVID-19 rates are payable in respect of students attending special schools and 
special classes attached to mainstream schools to assist with the extra costs associated with the 
cleaning of classrooms with a small number of students, operating specialist provision.   

The COVID-19 capitation grant will also be the mechanism through which additional fund-
ing will be provided to cater for costs related to hand hygiene measures and PPE requirements 
under the COVID-19 Response Plan.  Additional provision for this purpose will be confirmed 
with the establishment of the drawdown framework of suppliers   

For the Special Education Transport Service, funding supports will be made available to 
schools for the provision of masks or visors to School Bus Escorts where required, bearing in 
mind the SEN needs of the child/children on the service, and where physical distancing cannot 
be maintained.   

It is also recognized that pupils with SEN will require particular support at the time of tran-
sition back to school including supporting their well-being, reducing potential anxiety and plan-
ning learning experiences that take account of the effect of school closures on their progress.   

Approximately 15,000 pupils with SEN will have availed of the Department supported sum-
mer provision and all records of progress for these children, whether the programmes were 
delivered in school or home settings will be available to their schools to support planning for 
their needs in the new term.   

Finally it is recognised that some children who have complex medical or special educational 
needs may not be able to return to school at the end of August because the relevant public health 
guidelines indicate they are at “very high risk”.   

These students’ schools will provide additional supports for these students through desig-
nated teachers from within the staffing resources of the school   

Schools will have discretion to manage and redistribute their teaching support resources in 
order to best meet the learning needs of their pupils/students, including pupils/students at ‘very 
high risk’ to COVID-19.   

During the period of school closures the Department provided schools in the primary and 
special school sector and at post-primary level with a series of “Continuity of Schooling Guid-
ance” documents to help education professionals and parents to support children learning in 
a remote environment.  The events surrounding COVID-19 and the public health restrictions 
which resulted in the emergency closure of schools to learners has highlighted the absolute ne-
cessity for schools to be agile in how they can provide for continuity of teaching and learning 
in the future.   
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The continuity of teaching and learning during the emergency period was achieved with 
significant additional effort from all school staff working remotely to ensure students were sup-
ported during this time.  Most schools put in place arrangements to communicate with students 
and parents demonstrating innovation and resilience by providing flexible local responses.   

The Department is updating its Continuity of Schooling Guidance documents to support 
schools in responding in an agile way in the event of localised school closure or to continue to 
support pupils with medical or special educational needs who cannot attend school   

Guidance will also provide for additional strategies to support children with ASD where it is 
likely that the impact of school closures will have been significant so that learning experiences, 
routines and sensory needs should be carefully planned.   

The return to school package includes enhanced allocations to support children, including 
children with special educational needs, to be able to return safely for the forthcoming school 
year.

30/07/2020WRC04400Schools Site Acquisitions

30/07/2020WRC0450075. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
procurement of a site for a school (details supplied). [19326/20]

30/07/2020WRC04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that the site selection process for the school to which you refer is very well advanced and that 
recent technical study has been undertaken and finalised in relation to a potentially suitable site 
- in order to inform the aforementioned selection process. The Department is working closely 
with Clare County Council on these technical matters and expect to be in a position to com-
mence a site acquisition process shortly. Further announcements will be made public at that 
juncture but for the time being, given the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions in 
general, I am unable to elaborate any further. Rest assured that this project is receiving the ap-
propriate attention.

30/07/2020WRC04700State Examinations

30/07/2020WRC0480076. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if contingency 
planning has commenced in relation to leaving certificate 2021; if certainty will be provided 
to leaving certificate 2021 students that they will be able to return to school in autumn 2020 
and that the exams will go ahead in June 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19523/20]

30/07/2020WRC04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday of this week, 27 
July, I announced a roadmap for reopening our schools fully at the start of the upcoming school 
year. This roadmap includes a wide range of information and guidance for schools including 
public health advice, COVID-19 response plans for schools as well as curriculum and assess-
ment changes.

Notwithstanding the best efforts of teachers and schools to engage students during the pe-
riod of school closure, my Department recognises that curriculum considerations for 2020/21 
school year at both primary/special school and post-primary level need to take account of the 
variable learning experiences of pupils/students during the period of school closure, the likely 
gaps in learning, particularly for students from disadvantaged backgrounds or with special edu-
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cational needs, and the practical context in which teaching and learning will be taking place in 
the new school year.

The publication of the roadmap earlier this week was accompanied by a series of guidance 
documents for schools, including guidance on learning and school programmes for post-prima-
ry school leaders and teachers.

This guidance outlines adjustments to assessment arrangements to take account of the gen-
eral loss of learning opportunity for those students who are due to sit the Junior Cycle and 
Leaving Certificate examinations in 2021. The changes will be broadly proportionate and may 
vary, taking into account specific context, across modules, subjects and programmes. They will 
involve some combination of:

- Greater choice for students in written examinations;

- Bringing forward the dates for the issue of coursework briefs;

- Adjustments to the requirements for practical examinations in some subjects.

Further details on changes being made to examinations at subject-level will be published 
shortly.  

My Department is acutely aware of the challenges faced by students at this difficult time, 
and how the current circumstances will continue to present challenges into the future. The wel-
fare of students is, and will continue to be, front and centre in all decision making.  

The intention of the State Examinations Commission is to run the 2021 state examinations 
to the normal timetable, subject to public health advice.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 42.

30/07/2020WRC05300School Facilities

30/07/2020WRC0540078. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she plans to 
take to ring-fence arrangements for physical education capital projects and to allow unspent 
grants to be carried forward into the academic year 2020/2021 (details supplied). [19402/20]

30/07/2020WRC05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP), increased funding has been provided for the school sector capital investment 
programme.  This funding allows for a continued focus on the provision of new permanent 
school places to keep pace with demographic demand and also provides for an additional focus 
on the refurbishment of existing school buildings to include the building and modernisation of 
PE facilities in post-primary schools.

Under the Ireland Project 2040, we will invest €8.4 billion (compared to €4.9 billion in the 
previous decade) in primary and post primary school buildings. 

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place. The government will focus in the 
medium term on the provision of PE facilities in post primary schools.

30/07/2020WRC05600School Transport
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30/07/2020WRC0570079. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the mechanism 
for allocating school bus places will be reviewed in order that students that live on an existing 
school bus route can access that bus as an eligible user rather than as a concessionary user; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19294/20]

30/07/2020WRC05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the 
distance criteria and are attending their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus 
Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann 
by measuring the shortest traversable route from the child’s home to the relevant school.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and 
payment process on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and may be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children who complete the application 
and payment process on time exceeds the number of spare seats available Bus Éireann will al-
locate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection process.  

Last autumn my Department announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with a 
view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the 
scheme.  The review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they 
relate to school transport.

30/07/2020WRC05900Schools Site Acquisitions

30/07/2020WRC0600080. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
acquisition of a site for a school (details supplied). [19325/20]

30/07/2020WRC06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that Clare County Council are currently finalising the legal conveyancing on a plot of land in 
the centre of Kilrush which was acquired from a third party landowner. Once this process is 
completed Clare County Council will undertake a transfer of the site for the school to my De-
partment in accordance with the protocols for the transfer of state property assets between state 
bodies. It is not possible to provide further information at this stage. I can reassured the Deputy 
that the matter is being prioritised and that further announcements will be made to all concerned 
parties, when it becomes possible to do so.

30/07/2020WRC06200State Examinations
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30/07/2020WRC0630081. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a reduction in the 
curriculum for incoming sixth years and changing the leaving certificate examinations in 2021 
has been investigated to reflect the disruption to learning due to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [19336/20]

30/07/2020WRC06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday of this week, 27 
July, I announced a roadmap for reopening our schools fully at the start of the upcoming school 
year. This roadmap includes a wide range of information and guidance for schools including 
public health advice, COVID-19 response plans for schools as well as curriculum and assess-
ment changes.

Notwithstanding the best efforts of teachers and schools to engage students during the pe-
riod of school closure, my Department recognises that curriculum considerations for 2020/21 
school year at both primary/special school and post-primary level need to take account of the 
variable learning experiences of pupils/students during the period of school closure, the likely 
gaps in learning, particularly for students from disadvantaged backgrounds or with special edu-
cational needs, and the practical context in which teaching and learning will be taking place in 
the new school year.

The publication of the roadmap earlier this week was accompanied by a series of guidance 
documents for schools, including guidance on learning and school programmes for post-prima-
ry school leaders and teachers.

This guidance outlines adjustments to assessment arrangements to take account of the gen-
eral loss of learning opportunity for those students who are due to sit the Junior Cycle and 
Leaving Certificate examinations in 2021. The changes will be broadly proportionate and may 
vary, taking into account specific context, across modules, subjects and programmes. They will 
involve some combination of:

- Greater choice for students in written examinations;

- Bringing forward the dates for the issue of coursework briefs;

- Adjustments to the requirements for practical examinations in some subjects.

Further details on changes being made to examinations at subject-level will be published 
shortly.

My Department is acutely aware of the challenges faced by students at this difficult time, 
and how the current circumstances will continue to present challenges into the future. The wel-
fare of students is, and will continue to be, front and centre in all decision making.

30/07/2020WRC06500State Examinations

30/07/2020WRC0660082. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the planned 
reform of the leaving certificate will be accelerated in view of the changes which are necessary 
to the conventional curriculum and examination system; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17961/20]

30/07/2020WRC06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In late 2016, the Deputy will 
be aware that the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) commenced an 
extensive review of senior cycle programmes and vocational pathways, to include Transition 
Year, Leaving Certificate Applied, Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme and the Leaving 
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Certificate Established. 

As part of the first phase of the review the NCCA conducted international research on senior 
cycle in a number of other jurisdictions. 

Over the school year 2018/2019, a representative sample of 41 schools were directly in-
volved in the initial consultation cycles of the review. The first of two consultation cycles fo-
cused on the purpose of senior cycle and futures thinking, with the second consultation cycle 
focusing on pathways and flexibility. 

The NCCA then commenced a public consultation which invited individuals and organisa-
tions to provide feedback on the areas for development emerging from the review to date. This 
phase of consultation was informed by two NCCA documents, an Interim report of review of 
Senior Cycle Education and accompanying Senior Cycle Review Consultation Document. The 
phase of consultation concluded in November 2019.

Work on the Review of Senior Cycle has continued throughout 2020 and is nearing comple-
tion. The NCCA is completing an Advisory Report on the review, setting out areas of work and 
plans to be pursued in the future development of senior cycle education. 

The timing for the approval and publication of the Advisory Report is currently under re-
view, in light of the impact which the emergence of COVID-19 and the measures aimed at 
addressing the spread of the virus have had on schools and on the education system more 
generally. Developments during this period have highlighted aspects of senior cycle education 
that may warrant further consideration and additional attention within the Advisory Report. 
Changes on the scale envisaged this year, which have come about as a result of the exceptional 
circumstances prevailing as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, will be of particular interest 
to this work. However, it should be noted that the circumstances pertaining this year, and the ar-
rangements in place for the provision of Calculated Grades to students, are exceptional and it is 
understood that they will not be regarded as a precedent or as agreement by teachers, principals 
or schools to carry out such tasks in future years.

30/07/2020WRC06800School Transport

30/07/2020WRC0690083. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the review of the school transport scheme (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [18548/20]

30/07/2020WRC07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Last autumn my Department announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with a 
view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the 
scheme.  The review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they 
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relate to school transport.

30/07/2020WRC07100Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRC0720084. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the establish-
ment of a new section for education research and policy within her Department has commenced 
as stated in the Programme for Government; and the timeline for same. [18118/20]

30/07/2020WRC07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Govern-
ment contains a  commitment to establish a new Education Research and Policy Section within 
my Department, which will be  tasked with ensuring that educational policy development in 
Ireland is informed by a strong evidence base, is outcomes focused, and cognisant of best in-
ternational practices. The arrangements for the establishment of the section are under  consid-
eration at present. 

  Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 52.

30/07/2020WRC07700Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRC0780086. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education and Skills if special con-
sideration will be given to children awaiting an assessment of needs to secure an ASD unit 
placement in September 2020 in view of the delay in assessments of needs due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. [18123/20]

30/07/2020WRC07900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to enrol a child 
in a special class is made by parents in conjunction with the child, the NCSE’s local Special 
Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) and local schools. This decision must be supported by a 
report from a relevant professional or team of professionals.

This can be a difficult decision and parents should have access to objective and comprehen-
sive information about the options available. Under no circumstances should a child be placed 
in a specialised setting without such a professional report.

Where a decision is taken to seek a special class placement for a child the local SENO 
should be notified as early as possible. 

In general such decisions are made the year before the child is due to take up placement. 
This allows time for the local SENO to plan a placement for the child in their school commu-
nity, for a transition plan to be developed and to ensure that resources are in place to support the 
child upon enrolment.

The NCSE has informed my Department that it is not aware of delays in the provision of 
multidisciplinary assessment of needs impacting on children enrolling into special classes for 
this September. 

The provision of health related services including multidisciplinary assessment of needs 
are under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Health with the services provided by the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).  

Questions in relation to the provision of such services should therefore be referred to the 
Department of Health and the HSE.
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30/07/2020WRC08000School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRC0810087. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status the ten-
der and design team for a permanent build of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [17960/20]

30/07/2020WRC08200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): There is currently a project 
under the Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme which has been devolved for de-
livery to the school authority. This project, which proceeded to site last summer, provides, inter 
alia, for 8 general classrooms, guidance rooms, special education needs classrooms, computer 
rooms, a staff room, a general purpose room, a science lab, and ancillary accommodation.  The 
school has sought an increase in its furniture grant which is under consideration by officials in 
my Department.  This project has 90% funding drawn down at this stage and is near completion.

Credit Guarantee Scheme

88. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the details of the credit guarantee scheme announced in the July stimulus package; and 
if some practical scenarios in which it is envisaged it could be availed of and has been availed 
of will be provided. [19807/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme will facilitate lending up to €2 billion to SMEs, 
primary producers and small mid-caps (i.e. companies under 500 employees).  

 This credit is urgently needed by enterprises seeking to react to the changed economic 
landscape and the need to restock and change business practices in response.  It will ensure 
that SMEs, primary producers and small Mid-Caps can access liquidity to keep their businesses 
operating, as our economy continues to re-open and more and more people get back to work.  
The legislation to implement the Scheme recently passed through the Houses of the Oireachtas. 

 The Scheme is being developed under the provisions of the European Commission’s “Tem-
porary Framework for State aid measures to support the economy in the current COVID-19 
outbreak”.  This allows for such schemes to support the needs of enterprises responding to the 
economic shock caused by the COVID-19 health crisis.  The temporary framework allows for 
the relaxation of certain State aid measures for a limited time to enable EU Member States to 
support enterprises in their country.  The temporary framework is due to expire on 31st Decem-
ber 2020.  

 The main features of the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme are:

- This is a scheme for SMEs, Primary Producers and small Mid-Caps. 

- In order to qualify for the Scheme, the borrower will have to declare an adverse impact of 
minimum 15% of actual or projected turnover or profit due to the impact of COVID-19.

- The amount available under the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is €2 billion. 

- A guarantee rate of 80% for the State with the lenders retaining 20% of the risk of the loan. 

- There will be no portfolio cap for individual lenders.  A portfolio cap has been a feature 
of previous Credit Guarantee Schemes.  However, the removal of the cap for the COVID-19 
Credit Guarantee Scheme is essential in order to ensure lenders provide an interest rate reduc-
tion to borrowers.  
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- The current standard facility size of €10k to €1 million under the current Acts will remain 
for the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme. 

- The COVID-19 CGS will be operated by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland and 
will initially be available through three banks; AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank.

- Finance providers have indicated they will initially provide term loan facilities under the 
Scheme.  

- The new COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme has been prepared in order to comply with 
the terms of the European Commission’s Temporary State Aid Framework.  In particular:

- Primary agricultural, fisheries and aquaculture producers may be included.

- A guarantee premium on each loan under the Scheme is required by the European Com-
mission to be paid in addition to interest rate costs. 

- The scheme will be timebound and will be available initially until 31 December 2020. 

- The rollover of loans will be facilitated but no loan included in the Scheme can extend 
beyond 6 years or 31 December 2026, whichever occurs first.  

- The size of the loan is linked to business turnover (25% of 2019 turnover) or wage costs 
(double annual wage bill in 2019).  The borrower and lender must demonstrate that the loan is 
compliant with this. 

 Loans will be made available for liquidity and investment purposes.  It is expected that 
loans will be sought for purposes of working capital and re-fitting of premises to ensure com-
pliance with COVID-19 restriction requirements. Lending will be available, as an example, 
for small business to use for the purposes of restocking their supplies, purchasing services or 
upgrading equipment.  

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

89. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if he will provide details of the package of liquidity and enterprise investment measures 
worth €55 million which will be put in place to support small and micro companies through 
additional resources for Microfinance Ireland and LEOs as announced in the July stimulus 
package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19814/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): This Government is providing a range of liquidity assistance to businesses, through guar-
antees to the banks for their on-lending and through MFI to assist microenterprises. MFI lending 
was paused on 6th July, as their funding position had become constrained. The Microenterprise 
Loan Fund Amendment Act 2020, which was signed by the President on 10th July, will allow 
MFI to immediately resume lending with this additional grant funding of up to €30 million.  

Many businesses need assistance with restructuring their finances and will need greater 
access to term loans from their banks. A key issue for many businesses availing of the loan 
schemes is the first year of interest payments.  Recognising this issue, there will be support for 
businesses in this regard.

This July Stimulus allocation will expand the MFI COVID-19 Loan Fund by an additional 
€30m. MFI is currently funded to provide 0% interest on loans for 6 months. 
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There is currently €66.5 million provided for the LEOs (this includes the €33 million pro-
vided for in the Revised REV 2020 estimates). I am providing an additional €10m to the LEOs 
in the July Stimulus bringing the capital allocation to the LEOs to €76.5million or a 130% 
increase on the allocation at the start of the year.  The additional potential LEO beneficiaries 
could be in the order of 17,000 microenterprises across the LEO remit and including mentoring, 
training, grants and MFI throughputs.  

As microenterprises move into the recovery phase and as the LEOs deal with the remain-
ing applications on hands in respect of the trading on-line vouchers and business continuity 
vouchers, there will be a growing demand for more of the traditional core offerings from the 
LEOs, such as business expansion grants and measures to increase productivity and continuous 
development of on-line presence.  No decision has been made on the allocation of funds to any 
individual LEO, but it will be used primarily for a combination of existing grant and soft sup-
port programmes and to address specific business needs for LEO core clients.  

In addition, LEOs will begin rolling out the additional €20m in Trading Online Voucher as-
sistance for micro enterprises using funding from the Department of Communications as part 
of the July Stimulus, helping up to an additional 8,000 businesses. 

Full details on all COVID19 measures for business are available at: 

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

90. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the steps being taken to assist those over 66 years of age that have businesses but 
due to age restriction were unable to claim the pandemic unemployment payment; the way in 
which they will be compensated in view of financial commitments they may have in view of the 
July stimulus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19916/20]

30/07/2020WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On 23 July the Government announced the July Stimulus Package, a substantial financial 
package to stimulate our economy worth more than €5 billion, with an additional €2 billion in 
loan guarantees. It is bigger in scale than most budgets and will be deployed at speed.

The July Stimulus package is designed to help businesses to open, to help those that are 
already open to stay open, to get staff back to work and for those who cannot go back to their 
old jobs, there are new opportunities. These new measures are in addition to those already an-
nounced since the onset of the Global Pandemic including the Temporary Wage Subsidy and 
low cost loans. 

As part of the July Stimulus we have extended the wage subsidy scheme, which will run 
until the end of March 2021. It will be open to firms that do not currently participate and will be 
open to workers like seasonal workers, who were not previously included. We are also giving 
companies extra assistance to reopen and stay open through an enhanced Restart grant which is 
available to more firms and is more generous. We are providing more and cheaper loan finance 
through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and the new €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. Businesses 
affected by COVID-19 will able to delay payment of their PAYE and VAT debts in part of in full 
for a set period with no interest or penalties. We are also granting all businesses, with limited 
exceptions, a waiver of commercial rates for the six months to end of September.

Further information on these, along with the full list of actions within the July Stimulus and 
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how to avail of them can be found at www.gov.ie/jobsstimulus.  Up to date details of the range of 
financial aids offered by agencies and bodies on behalf of my Department is available at https://
dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Take-up-of-DBEI-COVID-19-Business-Supports.html. 

If businesses require further assistance, they should contact their Local Enterprise Office 
(LEO). LEOs are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for guidance and financial help for business owners. 
They provide a ‘signposting’ service in relation to all relevant State assistance available to busi-
ness through agencies such as Revenue, the Department of Social Protection, Education and 
Training Boards, the Credit Review Office and Microfinance Ireland. They also offer advice 
and guidance in areas such as Local Authority rates, Public Procurement and other regulations 
affecting business.

The LEOs provide direct grant aid to microenterprises (up to 10 employees) in the manufac-
turing and internationally traded services sector, subject to eligibility criteria. The LEO service 
offerings are available to applicants providing they can comply with the eligibility requirements 
which make no reference to age.  

In addition, the full range of Enterprise Ireland, IDA and Údarás na Gaeltachta grant and 
advisory supports continue to be available to eligible firms to help with strategies to access 
finance, commence or ramp-up online trading activity, reconfigure business models, cut costs, 
innovate, diversify markets and supply chains and to improve competitiveness.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

91. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for busi-
nesses impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Clare; the 
number of these that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the 
amount allocated to these businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20904/20]

30/07/2020WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow among SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:  https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Clare under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number Pro-
cessed to date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Amount Re-
quested

Sustaining Enterprise Fund 
- HPSU

<5 N/A <5 €50,000 N/A
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Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number Pro-
cessed to date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Amount Re-
quested

COVID-19 Business Fi-
nancial Planning Grant

21 N/A 21 approvals €102,580 N/A

Lean Business Continuity 
Support

7  N/A 6 approvals €15,000 N/A

COVID-19 Online Retail 
Scheme

10 N/A 7 approvals €233,011 N/A

Restart Grant 1239 1161 998 €5,638,513 €3,853,400
Business Continuity Grant 1 1 1 €2,500 €2,500
SBCI COVID-19 WCS N/A 70 12 €1,892,000 Not available 
Microfinance Ireland   CO-
VID-19 Loan

27 N/A 13 €396,000 Not available

E-merge 4 4 4 €11,200 €11,200
Emergency Business Solu-
tions

2 2 2 €4,500 €4,500

Business Continuity 
Vouchers

397 397 348 €677,592 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online Vouchers 302 135* 167** €417,500  

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients   

The Local Enterprise Office in Clare submitted 12 Micro Finance applications and also pro-
vided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 246 participants and Training Support to 1,272 
participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRD0150092. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation if he, his Ministers of State and-or advisers have ever used private email for any form 
of official Government use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish 
all such emails and corresponding documents immediately.  [19630/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As set out in my Department’s internal ICT Usage Policy, Ministers and staff in my De-
partment are provided with email accounts for official use. It is the practice that communication 
of Departmental issues be conducted through Departmental email accounts and not through pri-
vate email.

Ministerial Meetings
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93. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the meetings he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Govern-
ment by date in tabular form (details supplied). [19647/20]

30/07/2020WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The details of the meetings excluding Government and Cabinet Committee Meetings 
held by myself and the Ministers of State in my Department since the formation of the Govern-
ment are outlined in the following table. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/  2020-07-30_pq93-30-07-20_en.docx”>Table of Meetings</a>]

Ministerial Advisers

94. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if he will provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remunera-
tion packages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19664/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The ap-
pointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Ministerial Advisers

95. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the names and salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and 
Minister of State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19714/20]

30/07/2020WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The ap-
pointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
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subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

With regard to the salaries paid to Ministers and Ministers of State, these are publicly avail-
able at https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/salaries-and-allowances/salaries/  .  For the 
Deputy’s information, the Ministers of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and In-
novation are each paid a Ministerial allowance to the value of € 38,787.  These allowances are 
paid by my Department, in addition to the basic salary for TDs, which is paid for by the Houses 
of the Oireachtas, from the date of the election, subject to the TD signing the Roll of Members 
of Dáil Éireann within 30 days of the election.  My salary is not currently paid by the Depart-
ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

96. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small busi-
nesses in the Kildare County Council area; the funding allocated to the authority; the number of 
businesses in north County Kildare that received funding under the fund; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19782/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

Kildare County Council has to date received the sum of €6,678,602 in an initial funding 
tranche from this Department.

As of 24 July 2020, Kildare County Council has received a total of 1284 applications from 
bus,inesses seeking Restart Grant funding.

Of this amount, 1046 businesses have been approved and have received funding.

In response to the Deputy’s specific question in relation to the number of businesses in 
North County Kildare that have received funding, the Council is not in a position to respond 
to this query with this level of information as it has not been instructed to do so in the Service 
Level Agreement as agreed with my Department.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

97. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
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impacted by Covid-19 received from businesses in north County Kildare; the number of these 
that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the funding allocated 
to these businesses; the amount that was sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19784/20]

30/07/2020WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow among SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing 
of our people and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as 
many people as possible back to work.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Kildare under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount 
allocated

Amount 
Requested

Sustaining En-
terprise Fund 
- Small Enter-
prise

1 application 
received

N/A 1 approval €50,000 N/A

COVID-19 
Business Fi-
nancial Plan-
ning Grant

 11 applica-
tions received

N/A 11 approvals €53,598 N/A

Lean Business 
Continuity 
Support

6 applications 
received

N/A 6 approvals €15,000 N/A

COVID-19 
Online Retail 
Scheme

8 applications 
received

N/A 1 approval €16,188 N/A

Restart Grant - 
Kildare County 
Council 

1284 960 1046 €6,678,602 €4,800,750

SBCI - CO-
VID-19 WCS

N/A 127 23 € 
3,140,963

Not avail-
able

Microfinance 
Ireland CO-
VID-19 Loan

55 Figure not 
available

36 €955,000 Not avail-
able

E-merge 7 7 6 €16,800 €16,800
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Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount 
allocated

Amount 
Requested

Emergency 
Business Solu-
tions

6 6 6 €11,250 €11,250   

Business Con-
tinuity Vouch-
ers

724 700 560 €1,400,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were as-
sessed and 
approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

276 67* 209** €486,318  

*Applications/clients currently being processed

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

The Local Enterprise Office in Kildare submitted 15 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 456 participants and Training Support to 1,898 
participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

Small and Medium Enterprises

98. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the funding streams available for newly established businesses specifically to help 
with advertising. [19795/20]

30/07/2020WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department through Enterprise Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) pro-
vides assistance for new start-ups and existing business through a wide range of initiatives and 
programmes. 

For Start- ups or expanding businesses, the 31 LEOs, located in the Local Authorities na-
tionwide may be able to offer ‘soft’ support in the form of training or provide a mentor to work 
with the business proposer including courses such as: 

The Start Your Own Business programme guides clients through the various aspects of 
business and business planning.  The objective is to assist clients in assessing their idea, its vi-
ability and to decide if they should proceed or take a step back. 

The Mentor Programme is designed to match up the knowledge, skills, insights and entre-
preneurial capability of experienced business practitioners with small business owner/ manag-
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ers who need practical and strategic one to one advice and guidance. 

Companies may also avail of the Trading Online Voucher Scheme which is administered 
by the LEOs on behalf of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
(DCCAE). An initiative under the Government’s National Digital Strategy, eligible businesses 
can apply for a voucher of up to €2,500 matched by own funding which has been reduced from 
50% to 10%.  The Scheme helps small businesses trade more online to boost their sales and 
reach new markets. Funding can be used towards eligible costs such as digital marketing strate-
gies, e-commerce websites or app development. Businesses that have already received a Trad-
ing Online Voucher can now apply for a second voucher, where upgrades are required.  

The LEOs can offer direct grant aid to any microenterprises (up to 10 employees) in the 
manufacturing and internationally traded services sector which, over time, have the potential to 
develop into strong export entities in the form of:

- Feasibility Grants (investigating the potential of a business idea) 

- Priming Grants (to part-fund a start-up) 

- Business Development grants for existing businesses that want to expand.   

Full detail on LEO programmes are available on the Local Enterprise Office website at https://
www.localenterprise.ie/Discover-Business-Supports/  .  

Enterprise Ireland provides assistance to start-up companies with business planning, men-
toring and development advice. The agency also provides feasibility funding and finance, often 
in the form of equity investment, as appropriate to the founder’s ambitions and the company’s 
potential and stage of growth. 

- Enterprise Ireland’s New Frontiers Development Programme, the national entrepreneur 
development programme for early-stage start-ups, is ran in partnership with 14 Institutes of 
Technology throughout the country. In 2019, Enterprise Ireland supported 161 entrepreneurs 
across the country on this programme. 

- On 7th  July 2020, Enterprise Ireland launched two Competitive Start Fund (CSF) compe-
titions – the ‘All Sectors’ competition and a ‘Women Entrepreneurs’ Competition. Each of the 
two €1,000,000 funds will provide up to €50,000 in equity funding to successful projects. Both 
funds will close to applications on Tuesday, 18th August 2020.

- Enterprise Ireland actively works with High Potential Start-Ups (HPSUs), companies with 
the potential to develop an innovative product or service for sale in international markets and 
the potential to create 10 jobs and €1m in sales within 3 to 4 years of starting up. In 2019 Enter-
prise Ireland supported 90 HPSUs within the Class of 2019 with equity investment.

- Enterprise Ireland launched a COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme in April to assist retailers 
to enhance their online capability and to develop a more competitive online offer. On 2nd  July 
2020, 183 retailers have been approved for €6.5m in funding as part of the scheme. The value 
of the scheme, which received 373 applications, was increased from €2m to €6.5m due to the 
high level of demand among retailers and the high quality of the proposals received. As an-
nounced in the July Stimulus a second call for the Online Retail Scheme will be announced by 
my Department in the coming weeks. Should a company wish to apply in a future call, I would 
recommend they take part in the information webinars which are held by Enterprise Ireland to 
inform applicants of what to cover in their application.
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Trade Sanctions

30/07/2020WRD0360099. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the instances in which the State would cease to trade with another country and-or 
state such as human rights violations; and the details of instances in which the State has a trade 
at any cost position.  [19797/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department pursues free trade and open market policies. However, these policies are 
subordinate to Ireland’s responsibility to prevent the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion, to promote Regional Stability and to promote and protect Human Rights. 

Advancing human rights has always been and will continue to be a cornerstone of our for-
eign policy. Ireland actively adheres to core international and European human rights treaties 
and strongly supports the strengthening of the regional and multilateral human rights frame-
work.

The National Plan on Business and Human Rights 2017-20, prepared by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, promotes responsible business practices at home and overseas by all 
Irish business enterprises in line with Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of 
human rights globally.

To give practical effect to these commitments, my Department implements European Union 
and national Export Controls in respect of goods on the EU list of Dual-use Items and the EU 
Common Military List.  

My Department assesses all applications for Export Licences, on a case-by-case basis, in ac-
cordance with the relevant EU legislation, principally Council Regulation 428/2009 setting up 
a Community regime for the control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 
and also Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP defining common rules governing control 
of exports of military technology and equipment.

The Common Council Position sets out eight criteria against which applications for exports 
licences must be assessed. My Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs in 
relation to these criteria for all sensitive applications. Criterion Two explicitly addresses viola-
tions of Human Rights in the destination State:

“Respect for human rights in the country of final destination as well as respect by that coun-
try of international humanitarian law”.

The assessment of licence applications also take into consideration relevant Conclusions of 
the Council of the European Union and Declarations by the High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

In addition to the EU legal basis for restricting trade to protect Human Rights, national leg-
islation also provides for the restriction of exports for Human Rights considerations, in Statu-
tory Instrument No. 443 of 2009 Control of Exports (Dual-use items) Order 2009.

My Department also implements the trade elements of EU Sanctions, formally known as 
Restrictive Measures. Restrictive Measures are instruments for promoting EU values and ob-
jectives and to bring about changes in undesirable policies or activities such as violations of Hu-
man Rights or International Humanitarian Law or practices that do not respect the rule of law 
or democratic principles. These Restrictive Measures can and do prohibit the export to certain 
States of items that could be used for internal repression.
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It is my intention to review the national legal framework for export controls as a matter of 
priority and to bring forward new legislative proposals to update and further strengthen the 
Control of Exports Act 2008. This new legislation will seek to ensure that Ireland has a com-
prehensive and effective enforcement capability and underscore our commitment to supporting 
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRD03900100. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the reason the July stimulus package has no grant or support schemes for affected 
self-employed and-or sole traders in view of the fact that other European countries have deliv-
ered grants for same.  [19802/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The July Stimulus package saw the announcement of an additional €7 billion of supports 
on top of the €12 billion already committed. These supports are wide ranging and it is inaccu-
rate to say that no grant or support schemes are available for self-employed individuals or sole 
traders.

Businesses trading as either sole traders or operated by self-employed persons can access 
many of the liquidity supports offered across Government including Micro Finance Ireland 
loans, the Credit Guarantee Scheme and a variety of mentoring and other soft supports available 
through the Local Enterprise Offices.

Additionally, in terms of direct grants to the business, the Restart Grant is available for those 
self-employed persons or sole traders who trade from rateable premises and the Enterprise 
Support Grant administered by the Department of Employment and Social Protection may be 
available to those who do not trade from rateable premises.

Many businesses operated by self-employed individuals and sole traders employ people 
and these businesses can avail of the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme and its successor the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme which provides a direct grant to the business which will 
help support the employment costs incurred by the business. These are vital supports which will 
assist the business continue to trade through these challenging times.

If the Deputy is referring to direct income supports, it should be noted that the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment is available to those self-employed individuals whose businesses were 
forced to close as a result of the pandemic.  

Businesses operating under these structures are also entitled to tax deferrals which can have 
the effect of injecting substantial liquidity into these businesses.  Importantly, the July Stimulus 
also saw my colleague the Minister for Finance announce additional personal taxation measures 
which will enable self-employed persons who have suffered losses in 2020 due to COVID-19 
to obtain early recognition of those losses, thereby providing additional liquidity for those in-
dividuals.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

101. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the value of grants issued under the restart grant scheme by each local authority and 
or LEO in tabular form. [19805/20]
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30/07/2020WRD04300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant Scheme is administered by the 31 Local Authorities on behalf of 
my Department.

I have set out in the table below the value of Restart Grant funding paid by each Local Au-
thority as of 24 July 2020.

Local Authority VALUE APPLICATIONS PAID   
€

Carlow €1,412,542
Cavan €1,667,233
Clare €3,441,338
Cork City €6,642,720
Cork County €7,040,646
Donegal €4,207,728
Dublin City €19,046,902
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown €2,979,393
Fingal €6,224,024
Galway City €4,982,408
Galway County €3,889,816
Kerry €5,508,433
Kildare €4,474,374
Kilkenny €2,771,667
Laois €1,349,531
Leitrim €940,437
Limerick €6,142,846
Longford €1,372,250
Louth €3,730,942
Mayo €4,769,676
Meath €4,626,980
Monaghan €2,312,179
Offaly €1,561,333
Roscommon €1,600,526
Sligo €2,026,327
South Dublin €5,882,226
Tipperary €4,631,972
Waterford €3,614,793
Westmeath €2,761,600
Wexford €5,573,396
Wicklow €3,491,615
GRAND TOTALS €130,677,853

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

102. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation when the enhanced measures in respect of the business restart grant will be available 
for application through the local authorities. [19811/20]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On 23rd July 2020 I announced that in order to further support enterprises as the economy 
reopens and resumes activity, further grant funding of €300m will be provided to businesses 
through an enhanced Restart Grant as part of the July Stimulus.

The maximum grant available will rise to €25,000 (up from €10,000) and the minimum 
payment will be €4,000 (up from €2,000). Firms that accessed the Restart Grant will be eligible 
to apply for a second top-up payment to a total combined value of the revised minimum and 
maximum grant levels. 

The criteria for accessing the scheme will include Enterprises that have:

-  250 employees or less;

- Turnover of less than €100,000 per employee; and

- Reduced turnover by 25% as a result of COVID-19

Under the revised Restart Grant, support will also be provided for enterprises that could 
not access the original grant scheme. Non-rated B&Bs and rateable sports businesses will be 
eligible for a grant payment of €4,000.

Applications for the enhanced grant will open in due course through the Local Authorities 
and I will announce further details in the coming days.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

103. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications that have been received for the restart fund for micro and 
small businesses in Fingal County Council; the funding that has been allocated to the authority; 
the number of businesses in Dublin 7 and 15 that have received funding under the fund; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19845/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Dublin City Council, the relevant local authority in respect of businesses located in Dub-
lin 7, has to date received the sum of €26,681,619 in an initial funding tranche from this Depart-
ment.

As of 24 July 2020, Dublin City Council has received a total number of 5496 applications 
from businesses seeking Restart Grant funding. Of this amount, 3824 have successfully been 
approved for payment.

In terms of businesses located in Dublin 15, Fingal County Council has to date received a 
total of 1799 applications for Restart Grant funding. Of this amount 1,333 applicants have been 
successfully approved for funding from the initial tranche of €8,043,964 allocated to the Coun-
cil on initiation of the Scheme.

 In response to the Deputy’s specific queries in relation to the amounts sought and amounts 
allocated to businesses in Dublin 7 and Dublin 15 respectively, it is not possible to provide this 
information in isolation from the total amounts as outlined above. This information has not 
been collected and collated by Local Authorities as they have not been instructed to do so in the 
Service Level Agreement agreed in relation to their administering of the Scheme on behalf of 
my Department. 
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Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

104. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in Dublin 7 and 15; the number 
of these that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the number 
that have been allocated to these businesses; the amount that was sought; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19847/20]

30/07/2020WRD05200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow among SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing 
of our people and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as 
many people as possible back to work.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
under the various schemes for the County of Dublin including the Dublin 7 and Dublin 15 areas, 
unless otherwise specified. 

Tables of uptake: 

Scheme Number of 
applications   
received from 
companies 

Number Pro-
cessed to   date

Number of 
approvals to 
companies  

Value of ap-
provals to 
companies 

Total Value 
sought

Sustaining Enterprise 
Fund

27 N/A 10 €3,950,000 N/A

Sustaining Enter-
prise Fund - Small 
Enterprise

&lt;5 N/A 2 €100,000 N/A

Sustaining Enterprise 
Fund - HPSU

28 N/A 16 €800,000 N/A

COVID-19 Business 
Financial Planning 
Grant

263 N/A 245 €1,206,718 N/A

Lean Business Conti-
nuity Support

76 N/A 70 €177,500 N/A

COVID-19 Online 
Retail Scheme

118 N/A 55 €1,989,834 N/A

SBCI - COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 1,138 265 € 33,771,000 Not available

Microfinance Ireland   
COVID-19 Loan

278 Not available 168 €4,602,000 Not available

E-merge 35 27 13 €36,400 €36,400
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Scheme Number of 
applications   
received from 
companies 

Number Pro-
cessed to   date

Number of 
approvals to 
companies  

Value of ap-
provals to 
companies 

Total Value 
sought

Emergency Business 
Solutions

14 14 8 €18,000 €18,000

Business Continuity   
Grant

16 16 16 €2,500* €41,100

Business Continuity 
Vouchers – Dublin 
City

1,269 1,172 748 €1,870,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers – Dublin 
City

722 334** 388*** €825,499  

Business Continuity 
Vouchers – Fingal

619 619 472 €1,180,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers – Fingal

443 81** 362*** €860,844  

Restart Grant- Dub-
lin City Council – 
Dublin 7

5496 5460 3824 €26,681,619 €20,420,428

Restart Grant- Fingal 
County Council – 
Dublin 15

1799 1569 1333 €8,043,964 €7,650,200

*One IDA client company was allocated a grant of €3,600

**Applications currently being processed with clients

***Processed and final approval communicated to clients   

Please note EI do not breakdown applications/approvals into boroughs or areas. A break-
down is provided by county.

MFI applications per LEO are as follows:

LEO Dublin City 27
LEO Fingal 31

LEOs also provided Covid related mentoring and training as per detail below:

LEO Mentoring Participants Training Participants
Dublin City 1,419 1,185
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LEO Mentoring Participants Training Participants
Fingal 496 3,443
Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 

jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

105. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications that have been received for the restart fund for micro 
and small businesses in county Wicklow; the amount of funding that has been allocated to the 
authority; the number of businesses in County Wicklow that have received funding under the 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19895/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

Wicklow County Council has to date received the sum of €4,973,539 in an initial funding 
tranche from this Department.

As of 24 July 2020, Wicklow County Council has received a total of 1,187 applications 
from businesses seeking Restart Grant funding.

Of this amount, 918 businesses have been approved and have received funding, with a fur-
ther 27 businesses approved and awaiting payment.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

106. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses im-
pacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Wicklow; the number of 
these have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the number that have 
been allocated to these businesses; the amount that was sought; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19897/20]

30/07/2020WRD05800Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow among SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/
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On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing 
of our people and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as 
many people as possible back to work.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Wicklow under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms / ap-
plications

Number 
Processed 
to date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount 
allocated

Amount 
Requested

COVID-19 Busi-
ness Financial Plan-
ning Grant

14 applica-
tions re-
ceived

N/A 14 approvals €69,245 N/A

Lean Business Con-
tinuity Support

9 applica-
tions re-
ceived

N/A 9 approvals €22,500 N/A

COVID-19 Online 
Retail Scheme

11 applica-
tions re-
ceived

N/A 7 approvals €241,462 N/A

Restart Grant 1187 1067 945 €4,973,539 €4,036,391
SBCI - COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 81 19 € 1,435,000 Not avail-
able

Microfinance Ire-
land   COVID-19 
Loan

27 Not avail-
able

18 €456,000 Not avail-
able

E-merge 2 2 1 €2,800 €2,800
Business Continuity 
Vouchers

298 291 256 €377,850 Clients 
applied for 
a BCV and 
applica-
tions   were 
assessed 
and ap-
proved up 
to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

251 74* 177** €417,000  

*Applications/clients currently being processed

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients   

The Local Enterprise Office in Wicklow submitted 11 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 107 participants and Training Support to 820 
participants.   
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Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

107. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the additional funding, not already committed, allocated in the July stimulus to each 
local enterprise office; the specific purpose of the funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20054/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The July Stimulus package which was announced by the Government last week allocated 
an additional €450m to my Department.  The details of which are as follows:

- €300m ReStart Grant

- €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme 

- €55m for Micro and Small Business Loan and Grant assistance through MicroFinance 
Ireland (MFI) and LEOs 

- €10m for the €500m Future Growth Loan Scheme 

- €10m for Enterprise Ireland Seed and Venture Capital

- €20m for Brexit Business Preparedness

- Future Jobs related investments of €25m in Lifesciences and combating COVID-19

- €10m for Carbon Reduction  

- €4.0m towards a new €5.5m  Online Retail Scheme

- Additional €10m marketing budget for IDA Ireland    

This Government is providing a range of liquidity assistance to businesses, through guaran-
tees to the banks for their on-lending and through MFI to assist microenterprises. MFI lending 
was paused on 6th July, as their funding position had become constrained. The Microenterprise 
Loan Fund Amendment Act 2020, which was signed by the President on 10th   July, will allow 
MFI to immediately resume lending with this additional grant funding of up to €30 million.  

There is currently €66.5 million provided for the LEOs, which includes the €33 million 
provided for in the Revised REV 2020 estimates. An additional €10m is being provided to 
the LEOs in the July Stimulus bringing the capital allocation to the LEOs to €76.5million or a 
130% increase on the figure at the start of the year.  It is estimated that additional potential LEO 
beneficiaries could be in the order of 17,000 microenterprises across the LEO remit and includ-
ing mentoring, training, grants and MFI throughputs. A further €20m is being provided by the 
Minister for Communications as part of the July Stimulus to the LEOs for the expansion of the 
Trading OnLine Voucher Scheme.   

As microenterprises move into the recovery phase and as the LEOs deal with the remain-
ing applications on hand in respect of the trading on-line vouchers and business continuity 
vouchers, there will be a growing demand for more of the traditional core offerings from the 
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LEOs, such as business expansion grants and measures to increase productivity and continuous 
development of on-line presence. No decision has been made on the allocation of funds to any 
individual LEO, but it will be used primarily for a combination of existing grant and soft sup-
port programmes and to address specific business needs for LEO core clients.  

In addition, LEOs will begin rolling out the additional €20m in Trading Online Voucher as-
sistance for micro enterprises using funding from the Department of Communications as part 
of the July Stimulus, helping up to an additional 8,000 businesses. 

Full details on all COVID19 measures for business are available at: 

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/

Job Losses

108. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the alternative employment that has been secured for workers of a company (details 
supplied); the measures he has taken to secure alternative employment; and the degree of suc-
cess in relation to the matter to date. [20119/20]

30/07/2020WRD06400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government is committed to re-building a strong economy that provides stability for 
workers and helps those who have lost their jobs to secure alternative employment.  I extend 
my sympathies to the workers in Debenhams who have lost their jobs. I appreciate how difficult 
the situation is for those involved and their families. 

My Department, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and the De-
partment of Education and Skills activated its Job Loss Protocol in response to the announce-
ment of the closure of Debenhams in April. This Protocol leverages the strong working rela-
tionships between our departments and their agencies to ensure a decisive, collaborative and 
comprehensive governmental response to job losses. 

Through this Protocol, every effort is being made to assist the workers that have lost their 
jobs. This coordinated approach ensures that former Debenhams employees are supported 
through welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and upskilling opportunities. This approach 
draws upon the strengths of the national skills architecture based on labour market intelligence 
and initiatives aimed at future proofing Ireland’s workforce.

Last week I, together with the Minister of State for Trade Promotion, Digital and Company 
Regulation and the Minister of State for Business, Employment and Retail, met with Deben-
hams employees and their union, Mandate, to hear their views and concerns about the liquida-
tion of Debenhams Ireland. At this meeting Mandate acknowledged that the Government’s Job 
Loss Protocol, as it had been applied for Debenham’s workers, had worked very well. Mandate 
noted the need for such an approach and indicated that the use of the Protocol was appreciated.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

109. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small busi-
nesses in each local authority in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the funding allocated to each 
authority in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number of businesses that received funding 
under the fund in each local authority in the counties; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [20191/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

Cavan County Council has to date received the sum of €3,251,425 in an initial funding 
tranche from this Department. A total sum of €2,381,724 has been sought across all applications 
made to the Scheme to date.

As of 24 July 2020, Cavan County Council has received a total number of 826 applications 
from businesses seeking Restart Grant funding. Of this amount, 513 have successfully been 
approved for payment.

Monaghan County Council has to date received a total of 777 applications for Restart Grant 
funding. Of this amount 703 applicants have been successfully approved for funding from the 
initial tranche of €3,251,425 allocated to the Council on initiation of the Scheme. A total sum of 
€2,429,384 has been sought across all applications made to the Scheme to date.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRD06900110. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 received from businesses in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number 
processed to date; the number that have been successful; the amount allocated to these busi-
nesses; the amount sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20193/20]

30/07/2020WRD07000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow among SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:  https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Cavan/Monaghan under the various schemes. 
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Tables of uptake Cavan:

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount Re-
quested

Sustaining Enter-
prise Fund Large

1 N/A 0 0 N/A

COVID-19 Busi-
ness Financial Plan-
ning Grant

10 N/A 10 €49,775 N/A

Lean Business Con-
tinuity Support

8 N/A 8 €20,000 N/A

COVID-19 Online 
Retail Scheme

3 N/A 3 €104,661 N/A

Restart Grant 826 578 513 €3,251,425 €2,381,724
SBCI - COVID-19   
WCS

N/A 33 5 € 450,000 Not available

Microfinance Ire-
land   COVID -19 
Loan

16 Not available 11 €285,000 Not available

E-merge 6 6 4 €11,200 €11,200
Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

1 1 1 €2,250 €2,250

Business Continuity 
Vouchers

368 368 342 €545,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

114 31* 83** €119,322  

*Applications/clients currently being processed

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients   

The Local Enterprise Office in Cavan submitted 7 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 55 participants and Training Support to 495 
participants.   

Tables of uptake Monaghan:   

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount 
Requested

COVID-19 Busi-
ness Financial 
Planning Grant

10 N/A 10 €49,400 N/A

Lean Business 
Continuity Support

9 N/A 9 €22,500 N/A
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Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount 
Requested

COVID-19 Online 
Retail Scheme

7 N/A 3 €111,639 N/A

Restart Grant 777 747 703 €3,251,425 €2,429,384
SBCI - COVID-19   
WCS

N/A 38 3 €190,000 Not available

Microfinance 
Ireland COVID-19 
Loan

14 Not available 10 €309,000 Not available

E-merge 4 4 2 €5,600 €5,600
Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

5 5 4 €9,000 €9,000

Business Continu-
ity Vouchers

226 223 223 €364,780 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were as-
sessed and 
approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

84 26* 58** €137,772  

*Applications/clients currently being processed

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients   

The Local Enterprise Office in Monaghan submitted 6 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-35 related Mentoring Support to 35 participants and Training Support to 648 
participants.   

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

Company Law

111. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the work that the Company Law Review Group has been asked to carry out for his 
Department with regard to examining changes to company law with respect to insolvent com-
panies and related commitments in the Programme for Government; the estimated timetable; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20217/20]

Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I have asked the Company Law Review Group to examine changes to company law in 
respect of rescue for small businesses and three commitments from the Programme for Govern-
ment.
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Firstly, I wrote to the CLRG on the 8th of July asking it to examine the issue of corporate 
rescue for SMEs and micro-enterprises under the following terms of reference: 

1. Examine and make recommendation as to how the statutory scheme of arrangement pro-
visions of the Companies Act 2014 might be adapted to provide a rescue framework for SMEs.

2. Examine and make recommendation as to ways in which key elements of the examiner-
ship process, including a stay on enforcement  proceedings and a cross-class cram-down, might 
be incorporated into a rescue framework for SMEs.

3. Other EU Member States provide for voluntary restructuring processes, with a strong 
emphasis on creditor agreement.  Examine and make recommendation as to whether such a pro-
cess is desirable in an Irish context with particular emphasis on the French framework (mandate 
ad hoc procedure).

4. Any other recommendations the CLRG consider appropriate.

I expect the CLRG’s report by early October.

In addition to this, as part of the CLRG’s Work Programme for 2020 - 2022 I will ask that 
they examine as a priority, the following specific commitments from the Programme for Gov-
ernment:

- review whether the current legal provisions surrounding collective redundancies and the 
liquidation of companies protect the rights of workers effectively; 

- review the Companies Act 2014 with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities 
splitting their operations between trading and property with the result being the trading busi-
ness, including the jobs, go into insolvency and the assets are taken out of the original business; 
and

- examine the legal provision that pertains to any sale to a connected party following the 
insolvency of a company including who can object and the allowable grounds of an objection.

I recognise that there have been earlier reviews of these issues, including in the CLRG’s 
2017 Report on the Protection of Employees and Unsecured Creditors and in the Duffy-Cahill 
report of 2016. I will be asking the CLRG to undertake an expedited review, taking account of 
this previous work, and considering recommendations in the light of the economic challenges 
we now face.

I will be asking the Group, which operates on a voluntary basis, to make recommendations 
by the end of the year. When this work concludes, the Government will be ready to act and 
propose legislation, where this can achieve improvements.

I intend to send the final Work Programme to the Chairperson of the CLRG very shortly.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

112. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for the restart scheme by county; the number of applica-
tions granted and refused in each county; and the allocation to each county in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20259/20]

30/07/2020WRD07600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): I have set out in the table below the total number of applications received and which have 
been paid and the number of applications approved and awaiting payment per Local Authority 
under the Restart Grant scheme as of 24 July 2020.  The table also displays the total number 
of applications which have been rejected and the number of applications received but not ap-
proved.

A funding tranche of €200m was made immediately to the 31 local authorities, collectively, 
to meet the initial applications made to the scheme. The table sets out the allocation made per 
county under the initial funding tranche.

LOCAL AU-
THORITY

NUMBER 
APPLICA-
TIONS 
RECEIVED 
BUT NOT 
APPROVED

NUMBER 
APPLICA-
TIONS 
APPROVED 
BUT NOT 
PAID

NUMBER-
APPLICA-
TIONS PAID

NUMBER-
APPLICA-
TIONS 
REJECTED

TOTAL 
NUMBER 
OF   APPLI-
CATIONS

DBEIAL-
LOCA-
TION[€200 
M]

Carlow 113  365 46 524 €2,669,080
Cavan 248 12 501 65 826 €3,251,425
Clare 78 49 949 163 1239 €5,638,513
Cork City 275 421 1375 680 2751 €12,014,139
Cork County 680 90 2063 296 3129 €15,885,944
Donegal 214 276 1041 87 1618 €7,402,598
Dublin City 36 205 3619 1636 5496 €26,681,619
Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown

591 141 548 63 1343 €7,679,343

Fingal 230 77 1256 236 1799 €8,043,964
Galway City 56 0 972 232 1260 €4,984,031
Galway 
County

33 47 1136 450 1666 €6,559,248

Kerry 75 99 1375 382 1931 €7,483,917
Kildare 86  1046 152 1284 €6,678,602
Kilkenny 49 4 773 131 957 €3,757,697
Laois 33 1 404 59 497 €2,510,378
Leitrim 8 1 331 33 373 €1,429,630
Limerick 153 58 1473 175 1859 €8,756,156
Longford 18 25 435 28 506 €1,884,751
Louth 265 1 855 385 1506 €5,902,142
Mayo 76 32 1396 163 1667 €5,601,789
Meath 54  1205 82 1341 €6,201,184
Monaghan 30 5 698 44 777 €3,251,425
Offaly 53 46 493 65 657 €3,357,663
Roscommon 14 7 503 15 539 €2,759,580
Sligo 13 22 592 5 632 €3,007,469
South Dublin 215 77 1045 780 2117 €9,095,857
Tipperary 168 7 1464 90 1729 €7,114,049
Waterford 101  886 168 1155 €5,314,551
Westmeath 21 9 826 63 919 €4,135,434
Wexford 27 49 1446 126 1648 €5,974,280
Wicklow 120 27 918 122 1187 €4,973,539
GRAND 
TOTALS

4,133 1,788 31,989 7,022 44,932 €199,999,997
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30/07/2020WRE00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE00300113. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small busi-
nesses in Sligo and Leitrim county councils; the amount that has been allocated to each author-
ity; the number of businesses in each county that have received funding under the fund; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20277/20]

30/07/2020WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested by the Deputy and as of 24 July 2020:

Sligo County Council has received 632 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this 
amount, 614 businesses have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of 
€3,007,469 allocated by this Department.

Leitrim County Council has received 373 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this 
amount, 334 businesses have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of 
€1,429,630 allocated by this Department.

30/07/2020WRE00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE00600114. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for business-
es impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Donegal; the number that have been processed to date; the number that have 
been successful; the total amount has been allocated to the businesses; the total amount that was 
sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20279/20]

30/07/2020WRE00700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a €12bn package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Tables below set out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon under the various schemes. 
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Tables of uptake:  Sligo

Scheme Number   of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number Pro-
cessed to date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business 
Financial 
Planning

  13   N/A   7   €34,695   N/A

Online Retail 
Scheme

 7  N/A  4  €142,950  N/A

Restart Grant-  632  619  614  €3,007,469  €2,114,562
Business 
Continuity 
Vouchers

282 274 207 €498,329 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading On-
line Vouchers

112 9* 103** €226,998  

E-merge 2 2 1 €2800 €2800
Emergency 
Business Solu-
tions

1 1 1 €2,250 €2,250

SchemeSBCI 
COVID-19 
WCS

N/a 39 15 € 1,075,000 Not   available

Business Con-
tinuity   Grant 

1 1 1 €2,500 €2,500

Microfinance 
Ireland   CO-
VID-19 Loan

7 Not available 3 €67,000 Not available

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

Tables of uptake:  Leitrim

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business Finan-
cial Planning

<5  N/A 1  €4,998  N/A

Lean Busi-
ness Continuity 
Voucher

<5 N/A 2 €5,000 N/A

Online Retail 
Scheme

<5 N/A 1 €35,986 N/A

Restart Grant- 373 365 334 €1,429,630 €958,645



30 July 2020

77

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business Conti-
nuity Vouchers

158 141 134 €319,372 Clients   ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max.   
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

 80  22*  58**  €140,883  

Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

2 2 2 €4,500 €4,500

SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 19 5 € 655,000 Not available

Microfinance 
Ireland CO-
VID-19 Loan

7 Not available 4 €105,000 Not   available

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

Tables of uptake:  Donegal

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business   Finan-
cial Planning

13  N/A 12 €59,295 N/A

Lean   Busi-
ness Continuity 
Voucher

13  N/A 13 €32,500 N/A

Online   Retail 
Scheme

19 N/A 8 €273,878 N/A

Restart Grant- 1618 1404 1317 €7,402,598 €5,364,152
Business Conti-
nuity Vouchers

678 671 573 €911,560 Clients   ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max.   
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

 261  56*  205**  €484,410  

E-merge 7 7 5 €14,000 €14,000
Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

3 3 2  €4,500  €4,500
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Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 104 27  € 1,596,000 Not available

Microfinance Ire-
land COVID-19 
Loan

25 Not available 17  €359,000  Not available

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

Tables of uptake:  Roscommon

Scheme Number   of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number   Pro-
cessed to date

Number   of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business Finan-
cial Planning

10 N/A 10 €49,795 N/A 

Lean Busi-
ness Continuity 
Voucher

&lt;5   N/A   2   €5,000  NA

Online Retail 
Scheme

&lt;5 N/A 4 €67,390 N/A

Restart Grant- 539 525 510 €2,759,580 €1,674,871
Business Continu-
ity Vouchers

232 230   186   €364,419 Clients   ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max.   
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

104 16*  88**  €204,986  

E-merge 1 1 1 €2800 €2800
SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 27  6  € 360,000 Not available

Business Continu-
ity Grant 

1 1 1 €2,500 €2,500

Microfinance Ire-
land   COVID-19 
Loan

11 Not available 5 €110,000 Not available

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients
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Micro Finance Ireland applications per Local Enterprise Office are as follows:

LEO   Sligo 3
LEO   Leitrim 1
LEO   Roscommon 11
LEO   Donegal 10
 

Local Enterprise Office also provided Covid-19 related Mentoring and Training as per 
details below:

 Mentoring Participants Training Participants
LEO Sligo 84 335
LEO   Leitrim 75 477
LEO   Roscommon 129 468
LEO   Donegal 91 1,621
Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 

jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation. 

30/07/2020WRE00800Data Centres

30/07/2020WRE00900115. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the discussions his officials have had with IDA Ireland with regard to the develop-
ment of data centres in line with the policy of locating them in areas with grid capacity and 
only in cases in which there is an employment dividend associated with their development; if 
an evaluation has been conducted by his Department of the estimated impact of all 55 current 
data centres and the over 30 planned data centres on the cost of electricity to other commercial 
and industrial users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20284/20]

30/07/2020WRE01000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In June 2018, the ‘Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland’s En-
terprise Policy’ was published by my Department, following consultation across Government, 
including with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment. The 
Statement sets out clearly that the existing demand for data centre development poses oppor-
tunities and challenges for Ireland and that a planned approach to addressing these is required. 

Since the publication of the Government Statement in 2018, IDA Ireland has increased its 
emphasis on promoting a range of regional options for data centre investment. They have iden-
tified specific sites in regions throughout Ireland that are potentially suitable for accommodat-
ing the sustainable development of large scale data centre projects in terms of proximity to 
necessary energy and other appropriate infrastructures, subject to the required planning and en-
vironmental oversight. IDA Ireland only facilitate investment in projects that are deemed likely 
to deliver real regional economic benefits  and do not provide any financial supports for data 
centres in the Dublin region. Officials in my Department engage regularly with IDA Ireland in 
relation to enterprise policy, and related matters, including on this topic. 

Data centres present challenges given that they are very energy intensive and, in the Dublin 
region in particular, there are electricity grid infrastructure capacity constraints. While this is 



Questions - Written Answers

80

not research conducted within my Department, Eirgrid has undertaken extensive analysis with 
regard to future electricity grid requirements including the impacts of data centre development 
through for example the ‘Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios’ process. Eirgrid has previously made 
it clear that there may in future be a need to limit the connection of large new electricity de-
mands in certain geographic areas. Investments in the electricity transmission and distribution 
systems are planned and implemented by Eirgrid and ESB Networks in line with national en-
ergy policy and under the supervision of the Commission for Regulation of Utilities. Under the 
2019 Climate Action Plan and the Government Statement, the Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland are leading a working group to encourage investment by large energy users, such as 
data centres, in renewable electricity generation using Corporate Power Purchase Agreements 
(CPPA); officials in my Department and IDA Ireland have been engaging with this work.

Data centres are important to ensuring that Ireland continues to be a leader in the digital 
economy. Ireland has one of Europe’s largest clusters of data centres as a stable energy grid, 
temperate climate and significant skills base makes Ireland an attractive country for this form of 
investment. Data centres are an increasingly important part of the digital and communications 
sectors and are core infrastructure in the remote working and digital services economy.

30/07/2020WRE01100EU Directives

30/07/2020WRE01200116. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the measures adopted to date and the measures that he plans to adopt to give effect to 
the EU Directive 2019/1 (details supplied); his views on the capability of the Competition and 
Consumer Protection Commission to fulfil its increased mandate under the Directive; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20377/20]

30/07/2020WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Directive 2019/1/EU to empower the competition authorities of the Member States to be 
more effective enforcers and to ensure the proper functioning of the internal market is due for 
transposition by 4 February 2021. In transposing the ECN+ Directive, the Department is liais-
ing with the Department’s Legal Advisors and the Attorney General’s Office (AGO) on what 
additional powers could be given to the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
(CCPC) and ComReg in order to fully transpose the Directive. It is intended to transpose the 
ECN+ Directive by primary legislation by the transposition date.

The Directive contains a framework of rules to ensure that National Competition Authori-
ties (NCAs) have the necessary powers and resources to effectively apply Articles 101 and 102 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The CCPC, ComReg, the Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the Irish Courts are National Competition Authorities (NCAs) in Ire-
land for the purposes of EU competition law.

The Department chairs an Interdepartmental Committee comprising of representatives from 
the Department of Justice and Equality, the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and the Environment, the Courts Service, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
ComReg and the CCPC to contribute to the drafting of the General Scheme of a Bill. A compre-
hensive request for legal advice is awaited from the AGO to facilitate finalisation of the General 
Scheme.

Once the Department receives the AGO’s legal advice the full scope of the implementing 
legislation will be decided by the Cabinet prior to the publication of the General Scheme. In 
bringing forward this legislation we seeking to implement the Programme for Government 
commitment to enable the CCPC to make greater use of administrative penalties to sanction 
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rogue operators.

The Department has been liaising closely with the CCPC in order to identify and ensure 
that the necessary resources will in place to effectively implement the new provisions in the 
forthcoming legislation.

30/07/2020WRE01400Competition and Consumer Protection Commission

30/07/2020WRE01500117. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation his views on the performance of the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
in view of its failure to uncover price fixing or bid rigging activity here in 2019; and his views 
on the capability of the commission to properly enforce national and EU competition rules with 
respect to cartels and bid rigging going forward. [20378/20]

30/07/2020WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Section 9 (5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is independent in the performance 
of its functions. As enforcement matters generally are part of the day-to-day operational work 
of the CCPC, I, as Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise Trade and Employment, have no direct 
function in these matters. 

However, the CCPC has advised me that in 2019, the CCPC referred a file to the DPP in 
relation to an investigation into bid-rigging in the procurement of publicly-funded transport 
services in the south west region (including Limerick, Clare, South Galway, Kerry, North Tip-
perary and Cashel). The bid-rigging file sent to the DPP was the culmination of an in-depth 
investigation, involving a wide number of parties and multiple lines of enquiry. As is the case 
for the majority of cartel investigations in Ireland and across the world, this investigation took 
place over several years. The CCPC’s 2019 Annual Report (attached) provides further details 
of the CCPC’s investigation.

The detection, investigation and prosecution of cartels is one of the highest priorities for the 
CCPC. However, a cartel is the most serious breach of competition law. It is a criminal offence, 
which has a very high evidential standard of “beyond reasonable doubt”. This has obvious im-
plications for the standard of evidence required to both open an investigation and for the CCPC 
to make the decision to prepare a file for the DPP.  This is not unique to the enforcement of 
competition law in Ireland as the difficulties of proving anti-competitive behaviour to a crimi-
nal standard of proof are well recognised. By way of illustration, the Competition and Markets 
Authority in the UK has had five criminal convictions since 2008, the CCPC has had 35 since 
2006, including 2 convictions in 2017 for bid-rigging in the commercial flooring sector. At 
present, competition law in Ireland only allows for a company to be fined if a court finds that 
there has been a criminal breach of competition law. 

The Programme for Government commits to enabling regulatory bodies such as the CCPC 
to have greater use of administrative penalties to sanction rogue operators. Primary legisla-
tion is under preparation in my Department will incorporate the transposition of Directive EU 
2019/1 (ECN+) and come into effect in 2021. This will result in the introduction of a number of 
significant changes to the current competition law enforcement regime in Ireland, in particular 
the requirement to introduce non-criminal financial sanctions for breaches of EU competition 
law or breaches of both EU and Irish competition law. The purpose of the Directive is to ensure 
that national competition authorities have the appropriate public enforcement tools in order to 
bring about a common competition enforcement area. This legislation will increase the tools at 
the disposal of the CCPC to take enforcement action against breaches of competition law. 
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq117-30-07-20_en.pdf”>CCPC Annual report</a>]

30/07/2020WRE01700Employment Rights

30/07/2020WRE01800118. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the legislation he will bring forward in the next Dáil term to protect and strengthen 
workers’ rights  [20394/20]

30/07/2020WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Employment rights and the legislation relating to these rights are currently under the 
remit of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These will shortly move 
to my Department as part of a wider transfer of functions.  

Ireland already has a comprehensive body of employment legislation, in respect of which 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is mandated to secure compliance and we have 
a strong track record when it comes to protecting the rights of workers.  Ireland’s employment 
rights legislation protects all employees who are legally employed on a contract of service basis.

My colleague, Mr Damien English T.D. Minister of State with responsibility for Employ-
ment Affairs and Retail Businesses, will be examining this area as a priority. Where any new 
legislation is proposed, my Department will engage in extensive consultation with all relevant 
stakeholders, to ensure that an appropriate balance is struck between the rights of workers and 
the interests of business.

30/07/2020WRE02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE02100119. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if there will be additional measures in addition to the July stimulus brought in to 
support businesses in budget 2021. [20395/20]

30/07/2020WRE02200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): COVID-19 has had an enormous impact on communities, businesses, families and indi-
viduals across the country. The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing of our people 
and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as many people 
as possible back to work.

The July Stimulus Package will help get Ireland’s businesses back on their feet and get as 
many people as possible back to work quickly. It is the next stage in Ireland’s response to the 
COVID-19 crisis, building on the extensive enterprise and employment supports already de-
ployed. The July Stimulus will build economic confidence, within public health constraints, and 
deliver immediate effective supports to get people back to work.

Businesses will be able to benefit from many of the actions within the July Stimulus includ-
ing:

- A new Employment Wage Support Scheme that will succeed the Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme and run until April 2021;

- An enhanced Restart Grant for Enterprises that will be open to more businesses with 
the maximum amount available increasing to €25,000 and the minimum payment doubled to 
€4,000. Businesses that have already accessed the Restart Grant will be eligible to apply for a 
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top up payment. Some businesses not previously included in the scheme, such as B&Bs, will 
now be eligible.;

- A waiver of commercial rates for the six months to end-Sept 2020;

- The €2 billion COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme that will see Government provide an 
80% guarantee for a wide range of credit products from €10,000 up to €1 million up to a maxi-
mum term of 6 years;

- A package of liquidity and enterprise investment measures to help small and micro com-
panies through additional resources for MicroFinance Ireland (MFI) and the Local Enterprise 
Offices including reduced interest rates on lending for micro and small businesses;

- To provide immediate cash-flow support to previously profitable companies, the early 
carryback of trading losses will be allowed, leading to an immediate refund of some or all of 
corporation tax paid;

- There will be a 6-month reduction in the standard rate of VAT from 23% to 21%, effective 
from the beginning of September;

- Businesses affected by Covid-19 will be able to delay payment of their PAYE and VAT 
debts in part of in full for a set period with no interest or penalties; and

- The interest rate applying to agreed repayments of all tax debt (where agreement has been 
reached prior to 30 September 2020) will be reduced to 3%.

The full list of actions within the July Stimulus and how to avail of them can be found at 
www.gov.ie/jobsstimulus  .

As I have said before, we needed a July Stimulus Package that was broad in reach to assist 
the variety of businesses most affected. I have also noted that the July Stimulus is on a con-
tinuum of Government measures and represents the next step in how we stabilise the business 
impact. I have underlined that in developing the July Stimulus, we must look ahead to ensur-
ing economic recovery. The National Economic Plan, to be developed in parallel with the next 
Budget, will be crucial in this respect. It will go beyond the issue of business supports and set 
out a range of actions to be developed across Government to realise economic recovery. All 
Government Departments will have a role in achieving this ambition.

30/07/2020WRE02300Insurance Costs

30/07/2020WRE02400120. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if he will work with the Minister for Finance to ensure that legislation is brought 
forward to reduce insurance costs for businesses in view of the crippling cost of business insur-
ance. [20398/20]

30/07/2020WRE02500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Programme for Government states:

“Insurance costs are a hugely significant issue for businesses, motorists, households and a 
range of sporting, community, and voluntary groups. We need to ensure that insurance acts as 
a safety net that enables our economy and our society to fully function. Addressing high claim 
pay-outs and competitive issues will be critical in building an insurance system that is afford-
able and reliable and which underpins a vibrant economy.”
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Apart from motor insurance, which falls under the remit of the Minister for Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport, policy responsibility for insurance is a matter for the Minister for Finance. How-
ever, many of the measures that need to be taken fall under the remit of different Ministers, and 
it must be acknowledged that there is no one individual policy or legislative change that will, 
on its own, solve the issue of insurance availability and affordability. 

I have already convened meetings with Ministerial colleagues, including the Minister for 
Finance and the Minister of State at the Department of Finance with responsibility for Financial 
Services, Credit Unions and Insurance, to progress cross-governmental action on insurance re-
form. As part of this, along with five Ministerial colleagues, met with the Alliance for Insurance 
Reform who raised a range of issues including the level of awards for general damages, the ap-
plication of the duty of care, insurance fraud and COVID-19 related insurance issues.

I will continue to work with my colleague the Minister for Finance, as well as other Ministe-
rial colleagues to deliver the Programme for Government commitments on insurance reform.

30/07/2020WRE02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE02700121. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications that have been received for the restart fund for micro and 
small businesses in the Tipperary County Council area; the amount of funding that has been 
allocated to the authority; the number of businesses in County Tipperary that have received 
funding under the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20412/20]

30/07/2020WRE02800Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020; Tipperary County Council 
has received 1,729 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 1,471 businesses 
have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €7,114,049 allocated by this 
Department.

30/07/2020WRE02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE03000122. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Tipperary; the num-
ber of these that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the amount 
allocated to these businesses; the amount sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20414/20]

30/07/2020WRE03100Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
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employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing 
of our people and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as 
many people as possible back to work.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Tipperary under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms/appli-
cations

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business Financial 
Planning

20 N/A 0 €0 N/A

Lean Business Con-
tinuity   Voucher

6 N/A 0 €0 N/A

Sustaining Enter-
prise Fund

1 N/A 1 €400,000 N/A

Online Retail 
Scheme

11 N/A 6 €217,793 N/A

Restart Grant 1729 1561 1471 €7,114,049 €5,190,415
SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 70 20 € 2,145,000 Not available

Microfinance Ireland   
COVID-19 Loan

29 Not avail-
able

15 €466,000 Not available

E-merge 3 1 1 €2,800 €2,800
Emergency Business 
Solutions

2 2 2 €4,500 €4,500

Business Continuity 
Vouchers

623 623 606 €1,500,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

222 33* 189** €442,730  

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

The Local Enterprise Office in Tipperary submitted 8 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 106 participants and Training Support to 895 
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participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

30/07/2020WRE03200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE03300123. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications that have been received for the restart fund for micro and 
small businesses in County Donegal; the funding that has been allocated to the authority; the 
number of businesses in County Donegal who have received funding under the fund; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20441/20]

30/07/2020WRE03400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020, Donegal County Council 
has received 1,618 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 1,317 businesses 
have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €7,402,598 allocated by this 
Department.

30/07/2020WRE03500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE03600124. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Donegal; the number 
of these that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the amount 
that has been allocated to these businesses; the amount that was sought; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20443/20]

30/07/2020WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a  package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html
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The Tables below set out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Donegal under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:  Donegal

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number Pro-
cessed to date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Total Value 
sought

Business 
Financial 
Planning

 13  N/A 12 €59,295 N/A

Lean Business 
Continuity 
Voucher

 13  N/A  13 €32,500 N/A

Online Retail 
Scheme

19 N/A 8 €273,878 N/A

Restart Grant- 1618 1404 1317 €7,402,598 €5,364,152
Business 
Continuity 
Vouchers

678 671 573 €911,560 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max.   
amount of 
€2,500

Trading On-
line Vouchers

 261  56*  205**  €484,410  

E-merge 7 7 5 €14,000 €14,000
Emergency 
Business Solu-
tions

3 3 2  €4,500  €4,500

SBCI COV-
ID-19 WCS

N/A 104 27  €1,596,000 Not available

Microfinance 
Ireland CO-
VID-19 Loan

25 Not available 17 €359,000 Not available

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

The Local Enterprise Office in Donegal submitted 10 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 91 participants and Training Support to 1,621 
participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

30/07/2020WRE03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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30/07/2020WRE03900125. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation if bed and breakfasts can apply for the restart grant (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20605/20]

30/07/2020WRE04000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On 23rd July 2020 I announced that in order to further support enterprises as the economy 
reopens and resumes activity, further grant funding of €300m will be provided to businesses 
through an enhanced Restart Grant.

The maximum grant available will rise to €25,000 (up from €10,000) and the minimum 
payment will be €4,000 (up from €2,000). Firms that accessed the Restart Grant will be eligible 
to apply for a second top-up payment to a total combined value of the revised minimum and 
maximum grant levels. 

The criteria for accessing the scheme will include Enterprises that have:

- 250 employees or less;

- Turnover of less than €100,000 per employee; and

- Reduced turnover by 25% as a result of COVID-19

Under the revised Restart Grant, support will also be provided for enterprises that could not 
access the original grant scheme. Non-rated B&Bs which were previously excluded from the 
original scheme will now be eligible to apply for a grant payment of €4,000.

Applications for the enhanced grant will open in due course through the Local Authorities 
and non-rated B&Bs can apply for funding through Fáilte Ireland. Further details will be pro-
vided in the coming days.

30/07/2020WRE04100Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRE04200126. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation if he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil 
servants currently working in his Department appointed and-or recruited and-or in an acting 
capacity; the roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in 
tabular form. [20612/20]

30/07/2020WRE04300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The ap-
pointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997. 

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.   

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.   

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers.  These rates will then be published on the website of the 



30 July 2020

89

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

With regards to seconded civil servants working in the Ministers’ offices in my Department, 
similarly no formal appointments have been made pending Government approval of the Guide-
lines for the 33rd Dáil.

30/07/2020WRE04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE04500127. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small busi-
nesses in counties Meath and Westmeath by local authority; the amount allocated by authority; 
the number of businesses in the counties by local authority that have received funding under the 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20712/20]

30/07/2020WRE04600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020; Meath County Council 
has received 1,341 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 1,205 businesses 
have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €6,201,184 allocated by this 
Department.

Westmeath County Council has received 919 applications made to the scheme in total. Of 
this amount, 826 businesses have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of 
€4,135,434 allocated by this Department.

30/07/2020WRE04700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE04800128. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in counties Meath and West-
meath by local authority; the number that have been processed to date; the number that have 
been successful; the amount allocated to the businesses; the amount sought; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20714/20]

30/07/2020WRE04900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
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ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  The priority of the Government remains the wellbeing 
of our people and communities. We are now increasing our focus on business and on getting as 
many people as possible back to work.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at:   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

The Tables below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Meath and County Westmeath under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake: Meath 

Scheme Number of 
firms/appli-
cations

Number 
Processed 
to date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount 
allocated

Amount Re-
quested

Business Financial 
Planning

21 N/A 20 €99,250 N/A

Lean Business 
Continuity Voucher

15 N/A 15 €37,500 N/A

Sustaining Enter-
prise Fund

1 N/A 1 €250,000 N/A

Sustaining Enter-
prise Fund – Small 
Enterprise

&lt;5 N/A 0 €0 N/A

Online Retail 
Scheme

10 N/A 3 €112,216 N/A

Restart Grant 1341 1287 1205 €6,201,184 €4,801,086
SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 93 23 €3,020,000 Not available

Microfinance 
Ireland COVID-19 
Loan

32 Not avail-
able

16 €374,000 Not available

E-merge 5 3 3 €8,400 €8,400
Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

5 5 4 €9,000 €9,000

Business Continu-
ity Vouchers

576 516 448 €1,012,013 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were as-
sessed and 
approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

354 131* 223** €532,943 N/A

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients
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Tables of uptake: Westmeath 

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tion

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount Re-
quested

Online Retail 
Scheme

10 N/A 7 €256,370 N/A

Business Financial 
Planning

10 N/A 10 €49,793 N/A

Lean Business Con-
tinuity Voucher

&lt;5 N/A 4 €10,000 N/A

Restart Grant 919 898 826 €4,135,434 €2,887,778
SBCI COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 40 7 €985,000 Not available

Microfinance Ireland 
COVID-19 Loan

25 Not avail-
able

18 €357,000 Not available

E-merge 1 0 0 €0 €0
Emergency Business 
Solutions

1 1 0 €0 €0

Business Continuity 
Vouchers

552 472 424 €959,184 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and 
applications 
were assessed 
and approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

177 33* 144** €338,191 N/A

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

The Local Enterprise Office in Meath submitted 14 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 76 participants and Training Support to 780 
participants.

The Local Enterprise Office in Westmeath submitted 16 Micro Finance applications and 
also provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 199 participants and Training Support to 
1116 participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

30/07/2020WRE05000Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRE05100129. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the payments for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) 
since 2015. [20769/20]
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30/07/2020WRE05200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Since 2015, the Department has made one payment to Sodexo Ireland in December 2019. 
This related to catering services totalling €5,277.01, inclusive of VAT, for a “Future Jobs Ire-
land” conference.

30/07/2020WRE05300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE05400130. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small busi-
nesses in Sligo and Leitrim county councils; the amount of funding allocated to each authority; 
the number of businesses in the counties that have received funding under the fund; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20799/20]

30/07/2020WRE05500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020; Sligo County Council has 
received 632 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 614 businesses have 
been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €3,007,469 allocated by this 
Department.

Leitrim County Council has received 373 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this 
amount, 334 businesses have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of 
€1,429,630 allocated by this Department.

30/07/2020WRE05600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE05700131. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small businesses in 
County Kerry; the amount of funding allocated to the authority; the number of businesses in 
the county that have received funding under the fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20845/20]

30/07/2020WRE05800Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020; Kerry County Council 
has received 1,931 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 1,474 businesses 
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have been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €7,483,917 allocated by this 
Department.

30/07/2020WRE05900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE06000132. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses impacted 
by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Kerry; the number that have 
been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the amount allocated to the busi-
nesses; the amount sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20847/20]

30/07/2020WRE06100Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/ 

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html  . 

The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Kerry under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount 
Requested

Online Retail Scheme 18 N/A 10 €381,203 N/A
Business Financial 
Planning

18 N/A 17 €84,248 N/A

Lean Business Conti-
nuity Voucher

10 N/A 9 €22,500 N/A

Sustaining Enterprise 
Fund

2 N/A 1 €500,000 N/A

Sustaining Enterprise 
Fund – Small Enter-
prise

1 N/A 0 €0 N/A

Restart Grant 1931 1856 1474 €7,483,917 €6,184,801
SBCI- COVID-19 
WCS

N/A 99 31 €3,115,000 Not available

Microfinance Ireland 
COVID-19 Loan

46 Not avail-
able

23 €625,000 Not available

Emergency Business 
Solutions

1 1 0 €0 €0
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Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number 
Processed to 
date

Number of 
successful 
applicants

Amount al-
located

Amount 
Requested

Business Continuity 
Vouchers

291 252 190 €168,674 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applications 
were as-
sessed and 
approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

240 101* 139** €325,666  

*Applications currently being processed with clients

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients

The Local Enterprise Office in Kerry submitted 27 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 95 participants and Training Support to 950 
participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

30/07/2020WRE06200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE06300133. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the method by which grants will be calculated for businesses qualifying for the en-
hanced restart grant scheme. [20862/20]

30/07/2020WRE06400134. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the estimated number of businesses that will qualify for the enhanced restart grant 
scheme; the quantum of grant it is estimated they will receive disaggregated by grant amount in 
intervals of €1,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20863/20]

30/07/2020WRE06500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 133 and 134 together.

On 23rd July 2020 I announced that in order to further support enterprises as the economy 
reopens and resumes activity, further grant funding of €300m will be provided to businesses 
through an enhanced Restart Grant.

The additional €300m being provided in the stimulus package will allow further categories 
of businesses to benefit in that businesses impacted by a 25% reduction in turnover due to CO-
VID-19 restrictions or downturn in trade will be eligible provided they commit to reopening 
and to hiring and sustaining employment. 

The grant will be based on the amount of the rates assessment for the premises for 2019 
(excluding arrears) with a new minimum grant of €4,000 and a maximum grant of €25,000 
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(Increased from €2,000 min and €10,000 max).

Eligible firms include medium sized firms with up to 250 employees, as well as small firms 
(increased from 50 employees) with a turnover of up to €25m, and turnover of less than €100k 
per employee, increased from turnover limit of €5m. Therefore, a business with 50 employees 
and €5m turnover, 100 employees and less than €10m turnover, and so on with a business with 
250 employees having a max. of less than €25m turnover are eligible.

Commercial trading businesses that paid rates and were previously excluded on the basis 
that they were eligible for other government schemes will also now be eligible for the Restart 
Grant. This will enable commercial sports businesses, trading charity shops, creches and GP 
surgeries to apply for the minimum €4,000 grant. 

B&Bs in non-rated premises will be eligible to apply for the minimum €4,000 grant from 
Fáilte Ireland. The hospitality sector, restaurants, pubs, activity centres and tourist attractions, 
e.g., galleries, museums are eligible if they are operating from a rated premise.

The funding allocated to the enhanced scheme is based on an estimate of the total number 
of previously excluded businesses who are now eligible to apply once they meet the criteria 
under the new rules. It is not possible at this moment in time to provide the detailed breakdowns 
which the Deputy seeks.

Application forms for the enhanced scheme will be available from the 31 Local Authorities, 
with more details to be announced in the coming days.

30/07/2020WRE06700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE06800135. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation the number of applications received for the restart fund for micro and small 
businesses in County Clare; the funding allocated to the authority; the number of businesses in 
County Clare that have received funding under the fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20902/20]

30/07/2020WRE06900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

In response to the information requested and as of 24 July 2020; Clare County Council has 
received 1,239 applications made to the scheme in total. Of this amount, 998 businesses have 
been approved for funding from the initial funding tranche of €5,638,513 allocated by this De-
partment.

30/07/2020WRE07000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE07100136. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation the details of the €10 million restart fund for the tourism sector; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [20970/20]

30/07/2020WRE07200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As part of the July Stimulus, we announced a significant expansion of the Restart Grant 
scheme.  One specific objective in doing so was to offer better supports to the tourism sec-
tor.   The total amount of extra funding allocated to the scheme is €300m and I will announcing 
further details in the coming days. 

As part of the July Stimulus my colleague, the Minister for Culture, Heritage, and the Gael-
tacht, has recently announced an additional €10m Restart Fund for the Tourism sector to help 
cover the costs of adapting their premises to meet public health requirements.

30/07/2020WRE07300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRE07400137. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications that have been received for the restart fund for micro 
and small businesses in the Kildare County Council area; the amount of funding that has been 
allocated to the authority; the number businesses in County Kildare that have received funding 
under the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21017/20]

30/07/2020WRE07500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider suite of measures for firms of all 
sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. 

This package is a significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors 
at this very difficult time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish 
enterprise and they are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at 
vulnerable but viable companies.

Kildare County Council has to date received the sum of €6,678,602 in an initial funding 
tranche from this Department.

As of 24 July 2020, Kildare County Council has received a total of 1,284 applications from 
businesses seeking Restart Grant funding.

Of this amount, 1,046 businesses have been approved and have received funding.

30/07/2020WRF00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRF00300138. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of applications for supports under the various schemes for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19 that have been received from businesses in County Kildare; the number 
of these that have been processed to date; the number that have been successful; the amount 
that has been allocated to these businesses; the amount that was sought; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21019/20]

30/07/2020WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government previously introduced a package of supports for firms of all sizes, 
which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-
employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all 
of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 supports 
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for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/

On July 23rd the Government announced the July Jobs Stimulus, a €7.4bn package of mea-
sures designed to stimulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence while continu-
ing to manage the impact of Covid-19.  Further details on the July Jobs Stimulus are available 
at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html

 The Table below sets out the number of applications for supports received from businesses 
in County Kildare under the various schemes. 

Tables of uptake:

Scheme Number of 
firms/applica-
tions

Number Pro-
cessed to date

Number of 
successful ap-
plicants

Amount al-
located

Amount 
Sought

Sustaining 
Enterprise Fund -   
Small Enterprise

1 application 
received

N/A 1 approval €50,000 N/A

COVID-19 Busi-
ness Financial 
Planning Grant

 11 applica-
tions received

N/A 11 approvals €53,598 N/A

Lean Business 
Continuity   Sup-
port

6 applications 
received

N/A 6 approvals €15,000 N/A

COVID-19 
Online Retail 
Scheme

8 applications 
received

N/A 1 approval €16,188 N/A

Restart Grant- 
Kildare County 
Council 

1284 960 1046 €6,678,602 €4,800,750

SBCI- COV-
ID-19 WCS

N/A 127 23 € 3,140,963 Not avail-
able

Microfinance Ire-
land COVID-19 
Loan

55 Figure not 
available

36 €955,000 Not avail-
able

E-merge 7 7 6 €16,800 €16,800
Emergency Busi-
ness Solutions

6 6 6 €11,250 €11,250   

Business Conti-
nuity Vouchers

724 700 560 €1,400,000 Clients ap-
plied for a 
BCV and   
applica-
tions were 
assessed and 
approved 
up to a max. 
amount of 
€2,500

Trading Online 
Vouchers

276 67* 209** €486,318

*Applications/clients currently being processed

**Processed and final approval communicated to clients
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The Local Enterprise Office in Kildare submitted 15 Micro Finance applications and also 
provided Covid-19 related Mentoring Support to 456 participants and Training Support to 1,898 
participants.

Later this year the Government will set out a National Economic Plan, to chart a long term, 
jobs-led recovery. It will set out how we secure our public finances in a world where we must 
live with Covid-19, while driving efforts to decarbonise our economy and prepare for the next 
phase of technological transformation.

30/07/2020WRF00500Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRF00600139. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation if his Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or pro-
grammes being implemented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign 
or relevant programme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor 
advertising; the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21021/20]

30/07/2020WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The attached table provides details of expenditure incurred by my Department and its 
Offices on advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes for the past two years.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq139-30-07-2020_en.docx”>Final Table</a>]

30/07/2020WRF00800Radio Broadcasting

30/07/2020WRF00900140. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce quotas to ensure greater airtime for Irish-produced music on 
the national airways; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19604/20]

30/07/2020WRF01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): While I am supportive of the promotion of Irish music on our broadcasting services, I 
am conscious that a number of factors must be taken into account when considering the feasibil-
ity of introducing airplay quotas. The potential benefit to music production in Ireland must be 
balanced with the rights of broadcasters, subject to their contractual or regulatory obligations, 
to determine the type of content they wish to broadcast and to maximise their commercial rev-
enue particularly in the context of the current media climate. Importantly, the introduction of 
airplay quotas would need to be consistent with EU law.  

An example of airplay quotas in the EU can be seen in France. In 1994, France introduced 
a mandatory quota for 40% airplay of French language music on French radio stations, this 
quota was reduced to 35% in 2016. Any quota for airplay would be considered to restrict free 
movement of services by placing music meeting certain criteria in a more advantaged position. 
However, a quota for airplay of music in a particular language, as is the case in France, can 
be justified under EU case law, as the preservation and promotion of an official language of a 
Member State constitutes a general interest objective. Unlike music in a particular language, a 
quota system for music produced in a particular place, as suggested in this question, does not 
appear to have grounds for exemption from the general requirements of EU law. Therefore, 
without a similar justification on the grounds of promoting cultural diversity, a quota for music 
produced in a particular Member State would be considered to restrict free movement of ser-
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vices by placing music produced in other Member States at a disadvantage.

The government is not currently considering airplay quotas based on production location.

30/07/2020WRF01100Television Licence Fee

30/07/2020WRF01200141. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of fines that have been issued in respect of the non-payment of 
television licences from 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19697/20]

30/07/2020WRF01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): An Post acts as issuing agent for TV Licence fee collection in accordance with Section 
145 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 and all operational matters are dealt with by An Post.  

An Post makes every effort to bring evaders into the licensed pool and a considerable amount 
of time and resources are spent on dealing with this issue. An Post concentrates its initial efforts 
in getting people to buy the licence when due and by following up with a series of reminder 
notices and inspector visits. 

Bringing people to court is a last resort and only carried out where all other means have 
failed. 

The number of summons issued and cases brought to court from 2015 to June 2020 are set 
out in the table under: 

Year Number of summons issued No of cases brought to court
2015 17,763 12,302
2016 17,608 11,994
2017 17,288 11,693
2018 16,120 10,234
2019 14,015 6,068
2020 (Jan-June) 6,883 1,637
The imposition and collection of fines for non-payment of TV Licences are a matter for the 

Courts Service in conjunction with An Garda Síochána and An Post does not receive statistics 
on imposition and collection of fines from the Courts service.

30/07/2020WRF01400Electric Vehicles

30/07/2020WRF01500142. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will review the current charges for electric vehicle charging points; if he 
will consider reducing these charges until there is a greater uptake of electric and hybrid cars; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19904/20]

30/07/2020WRF01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): There are currently in excess of 19,000 electric vehicles (EVs) under taxation in Ireland. 
This represents a five-fold increase on the number of electric vehicles that were on Irish roads 
at the end of 2017. The number of electric vehicles is expected to continue to increase as more 
models become available and the supporting infrastructure continues to be put in place.

In October 2017, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities published an independent reg-
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ulatory decision that, inter alia, set out the need for the future provision of EV charging infra-
structure to operate on a commercial basis.

This provision of free fuel for electric vehicles is not sustainable on a commercial basis. 
The Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, an inter-Departmental group established in December 
2016 to consider the range of measures and options available to Government to accelerate the 
take-up of low carbon technologies in the road transport sector, noted that the introduction of 
fees would further incentivise charging at home and provide an income stream to support the 
operating costs associated with public EV charging infrastructure.However, it is recognised that 
capital grants will be required to reduce the capital cost of installing new infrastructure. That 
is why the Government is investing, in a sustained way, in EV charging infrastructure across 
the country. The Government is committed to expanding and upgrading this network to ensure 
accessibility across a well-developed and modern charging network.

To support home charging, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), on behalf 
of my Department, administers an EV Home Charger Grant of up to €600 towards the purchase 
and installation of an EV home charger unit. The SEAI also administers an EV Public Charge 
Point Grant to local authorities to install charge points for EV owners who rely on public streets 
and car parks to park near their homes. A total of 75% of the capital costs is provided through 
the grant, up to a maximum of €5,000 per charge point.

In addition, €10 million has been committed from the Climate Action Fund to assist ESB 
eCars in expanding their charging network and this has leveraged another €10 million invest-
ment from ESB eCars. This intervention alone will result in:

 - 90 additional high power chargers (150kW chargers), each capable of charging two ve-
hicles;

- 52 additional fast chargers (50kW charger), which may replace existing 22 kW chargers; 
and,

- 264 replacement standard chargers (22kW chargers) to more modern technology and with 
each consisting of two charge points.

30/07/2020WRF01700Bord na Móna

30/07/2020WRF01800143. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the multi-year programme to rehabilitate 33,000 ha of Bord na Móna peatland 
as part of the July stimulus package is in addition to the October 2019 announcement to reha-
bilitate 35,000 ha of Bord na Móna peatland by 2025 or if there has been a 2,000 ha reduction 
in the plans for peatland rehabilitation. [20038/20]

30/07/2020WRF01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Government is committed to supporting Bord na Móna to deliver an extensive 
multi-annual programme of rehabilitation of the company’s land bank. The July Jobs Stimu-
lus Plan makes €15 million funding available this year to commence a multi-year programme 
for enhanced rehabilitation of 33,000 hectares of Bord na Móna peatlands. The funding will 
support a just transition by maintaining jobs in the Midlands, as well as laying the foundation 
for more substantial and sustainable job creation into the future. The enhanced rehabilitation 
scheme will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by significantly increasing the area of wetland 
habitats in post-production peatlands.  

The enhanced rehabilitation is in respect of 33,000 hectares of Bord na Móna bog previ-
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ously harvested for peat used in electricity generation. This forms part of the 35,000 hectares 
to be rehabilitated, announced by Bord na Móna in October 2019 when launching its collabo-
ration with An Coillte, to transform 1,500 hectares of former peat production land into native 
woodland.

30/07/2020WRF02000Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRF02100144. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if he, his Ministers of State and-or advisers have ever used private email for any form 
of official Government business since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will 
publish all such emails and corresponding documents immediately. [19632/20]

30/07/2020WRF02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Pending the setup of my official email address and remote access, I have occasionally 
requested documents to be sent to my private email address for review. The documentation 
relates to normal Departmental business. 

My advisers have not used their private email for any official business.

30/07/2020WRF02300Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRF02400145. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the meetings he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Govern-
ment by date in tabular form (details supplied). [19649/20]

30/07/2020WRF02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): A copy of my diary since my appointment as Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment and Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport is outlined below. In-
ternal meetings have not been included. 

Date Meeting
09/07/20 IEA CLEAN ENERGY TRANSMISSIONS SUMMIT
10/07/20 INTRODUCTORY MEETING W/GERMAN AMBASSADOR
10/07/20 MEETING W/NGOS
10/07/20 CALL W/CEO AER LINGUS, CALL W/AVIATION TASK-

FORCE
14/07/20 GERMAN PRES ENV KICK-OFF VC
16/07/20 CALL W/PROF FITZGERALD
16/07/20 SDG UN EVENT
17/07/20 MEETING W/ATTORNEY GENERAL
17/07/20 MEETING W/DAA
21/07/20 MEETING W/NTA
21/07/20 MEETING W/SEAI
21/07/20 MEETING W/MARTIN FRASER
22/07/20 CALLS W/ LIMERICK MAYOR, CC + ACTIVE TRAVEL 

GROUPS
23/07/20 MEETING W/TII
23/07/20 MEETING W/CCMA
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Date Meeting
24/07/20 EU GREEN MINISTERS MEETING
24/07/20 MEETING W/IAA
28/07/20 MEETING W/MARC O CATHASAIGH T.D
28/07/20 MEETING W/WATERFORD MAYOR AND CC
28/07/20 MEETING W/FRANS TIMMERMANS
28/07/20 CALL W/MIN FEIGHAN
28/07/20 MEETING W/CORK MAYOR AND CC
29/07/20 MEETING W/CATHERINE MARTIN
29/07/20 MEETING W/NGOS
29/07/20 MEETING W/SENATOR PAULINE O’REILLY

30/07/2020WRF02600Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRF02700146. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if he will provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remu-
neration packages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19666/20]

30/07/2020WRF02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
appointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997. 

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned 3 Special Adviser ‘s and Min-
ister Naughton has assigned one Special Adviser all of which will be formally appointed by the 
Government once the Guidelines have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

30/07/2020WRF02900Electric Vehicles

30/07/2020WRF03000147. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of public electric car charging points in operation around the country; 
the details of the location of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19693/20]

30/07/2020WRF03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): There are currently 658 standard public charge points as part of the ESB eCars charg-
ing network which is supported by this Department in respect of the contribution the Climate 
Action Fund is making to the network. This is supplemented by a limited number of charging 
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points provided by local authorities and retail outlets. In addition there are also 80 fast chargers 
and four high powered charge points, mainly on national routes. Public charge points are also 
provided by private companies such as EasyGo, Tesla and Ionity.

The below table sets out the number of ESB eCar charge points in operation per county. An 
interactive map showing the exact locations of these chargers can be found at www.esb.ie/ecars.

County Standard Charge 
Points

Fast Chargers High Powered 
Charge Points

Donegal 30 3
Sligo 14 3
Leitrim 4 0
Mayo 22 2
Westmeath 20 3
Roscommon 22 2
Galway 34 5 2
Monaghan 12 1
Cavan 8 1
Longford 10 1
Meath 24 3
Louth 18 4
Dublin 152 15
Kildare 22 5 2
Offaly 14 1
Laois 14 2
Wicklow 26 3
Carlow 12 1
Wexford 30 4
Kilkenny 12 2
Tipperary 18 5
Waterford 24 2
Clare 16 2
Limerick 22 3
Cork 50 6
Kerry 28 1
Total 658 80 4

30/07/2020WRF03200Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRF03300148. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the way in which commitment to the sustainable development goals will be reflected 
in the 2020-25 strategy and work plan of his Department; his plans to monitor and report annu-
ally on the progress towards achieving the goals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19699/20]

30/07/2020WRF03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Ireland has adopted a ‘whole-of-Government’ approach to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), with each Minister having responsibility for implementing indi-
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vidual SDG targets related to their functions. As Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment, I have lead responsibility for targets related to a number of SDGs, including 
Goal 12 on Sustainable Consumption and Production, as well as Goal 7 on Energy and Goal 
13 on Climate Action. In addition, I have overall responsibility for promoting the SDGs, and 
for overseeing their coherent implementation across Government. These responsibilities are 
reflected in my Department’s current Statement of Strategy 2019-2021, and will also be in-
cluded in the new Statement of Strategy which must be prepared following my appointment 
as Minister. In accordance with the Public Service Management Act 1997 am annual report on 
implementation of the Statement of Strategy is also prepared.

The SDG National Implementation Plan 2018-2020 includes a commitment to a biennial 
SDG reporting cycle, and Ireland’s 1st SDG progress report was produced in 2018. However, 
due to the extraordinary circumstance of COVID-19, and in order to ensure that Ireland’s 2nd 
SDG progress report reflects the full social, economic and environmental impacts of the pan-
demic, I have decided to defer producing that 2nd report until 2021. The national SDG report-
ing cycle will thereafter revert to its original schedule, with Ireland’s 3rd  SDG progress report 
to be produced in 2022.

30/07/2020WRF03500Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRF03600149. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the names and salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and 
Minister of State in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19716/20]

30/07/2020WRF03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
appointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997. 

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned 3 Special Advisers and Minis-
ter Naughton has assigned one Special Adviser all of which will be formally appointed by the 
Government once the Guidelines have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

30/07/2020WRF03800Exploration Licences

30/07/2020WRF03900150. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when a decision will be made on the five existing applications relating to licensing 
options and conversions to exploration licences under consideration by his Department in terms 
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of oil and gas exploration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19738/20]

30/07/2020WRF04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future - contains a commitment to end 
the issuing of new licences for the exploration and extraction of gas on the same basis as the 
decision taken in September 2019 by the previous Government in relation to oil exploration and 
extraction. I have made this commitment effective immediately: my Department is no longer 
accepting new applications for exploration licences for natural gas or oil, nor will there be any 
future licensing rounds in Closed areas.  

The five existing applications referenced were made before September 2019, and so are 
considered against the criteria outlined in section 3 of the Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and 
Gas Exploration, Development and Production 2007. In particular, applicants must include a 
proposed work programme for the authorisation and demonstrate that they have both the finan-
cial and technical capability to deliver it. It should be noted that an application may be made by 
a joint venture comprising a number of parties. In that regard the consideration of applications 
is a complex process which, as in the case of some current applications, can take some time to 
bring to conclusion.

30/07/2020WRF04100Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/07/2020WRF04200151. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the average carbon emissions for a motor vehicle on the total carbon emissions from 
all ministerial cars in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020, based on mileage by 
each Minster in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19864/20]

30/07/2020WRF04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The information on mileage by Ministers in discharging their official duties is not avail-
able in my Department. 

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has however indicated, based on data 
collected by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, that the average CO2 emissions 
of a new car was 112.7 gCO2/km in 2017 and 114 gCO2/km in 2018. The CSO indicate that 
average kilometres travelled per year by private cars was 17,811 in 2017 and 16,990 in 2018.

Based on the above the following table indicates the average annual distance travelled by 
a passenger car in 2017 and 2018 and the corresponding CO2 emissions that would result in 
respect of a new car in each year:

Average car

Year Average annual distance 
(kilometres)

Average CO2 emissions 
(tonnes)

2017 17,881 2.0
2018 16,990 1.9
Data on the average kilometres travelled per year by private cars is not yet available for 

2019 and 2020. However, information in respect of 2019 can be provided to the Deputy directly 
by my Department at a later date.

30/07/2020WRF04400National Broadband Plan
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30/07/2020WRF04500152. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when e-fibre broadband will be provided to an area (details supplied). [19946/20]

30/07/2020WRF04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Question refers to an area located within the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to 
be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in Novem-
ber last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum down-
load speed of 150Mbps from the outset. By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass in the region 
of 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is com-
pleted. All counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in 
the State will have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The Government 
is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, farm, business and school in 
Ireland and my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of acceler-
ating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are 
currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date.

Design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 17 counties and steady prog-
ress is being made with circa 55,000 premises surveyed to date. This survey work is feeding 
into detailed designs for each deployment area and laying fibre should commence shortly with 
the first fibre to the home connections expected around December this year. I understand that 
NBI has started survey work in Mullingar. Further information on deployment activities associ-
ated with the rollout can be found using an eircode search on the NBI website http://www.nbi.
ie. Further information on deployment activities associated with the rollout can be found on the 
NBI website http://www.nbi.ie.

To support remote working and connected communities, approximately 300 Broadband 
Connections Points (BCPs) were identified by Local Authorities to be connected to high speed 
broadband this year. This will assist communities to quickly get free public access to high speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). The 
planned BCP locations, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities and other public 
places are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The BCP delivery project is well underway and connectivity is being 
provided to each of the sites by National Broadband Ireland (NBI). Subsequent to this, the sites, 
other than schools, are being Wi-Fi enabled by Vodafone under a contract with the Department 
of Rural and Community Development. This work also involves the local authorities and site 
owners determining the services that will be provided for end-users at each site. For the 75 
schools that are also part of this project, enabling these schools with Wi-Fi is being led by the 
Department of Education subsequent to NBI providing the connectivity to the schools.

Bringing connectivity to remote rural locations is central to promoting regional develop-
ment and BCPs represent an important delivery in the early stages of the National Broadband 
Plan. 

30/07/2020WRF04700Just Transition Commissioner

30/07/2020WRF04800153. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the details of progress in respect of the Just Transition Commissioner’s progress re-
ports’ aim to develop community engagement through community workshops, which had been 
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scheduled for April 2020 but was delayed due to the national and international restrictions due 
to Covid-19. [19986/20]

30/07/2020WRF04900172. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the community and worker engagement process as set out for the midlands region, 
Bord na Móna workers and communities; the way in which the process is operating in view of 
Covid-19; his plans to advance community and worker engagement in respect of Bord na Móna 
and the just transition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20971/20]

30/07/2020WRF05000173. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on whether the community engagement aspect of just transition has been 
applied successfully in other jurisdictions; his plans to instigate some of the measures in the 
just transition plan for the midlands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20972/20]

30/07/2020WRF05100177. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the community and worker engagement process as set out for the midlands region, 
Bord na Móna workers and communities; the way in which the process is operating in view of 
Covid-19; his plans to advance community and worker engagement in respect of Bord na Móna 
and the just transition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20976/20]

30/07/2020WRF05200178. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on whether the community engagement aspect of a just transition has 
been applied successfully in other jurisdictions; his plans to instigate some of the measures in 
the just transition plan for the midlands region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20977/20]

30/07/2020WRF05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 153, 172, 173, 177 and 178 together.

As stated in the Commissioner’s report, the community workshops scheduled for April 2020 
to be hosted by START as part of the Midlands process were delayed because of the national 
and international restrictions related to Covid-19. This was in line with public health guidance.

The EU Platform for Coal Regions in Transition (START) has developed useful learning 
in relation to how just transition has been supported in other regions across Europe and these 
can be found online. For example, its toolkit ‘Governance of Transitions’ stresses the need for 
multiple stakeholders to coordinate efforts, ensuring a participatory and inclusive process, and 
the involvement of civil society. This is consistent with the approach that will be adopted by 
Government. 

The first progress report of the Just Transition Commissioner, Mr Kieran Mulvey was pub-
lished on 22 May. The report reflects a comprehensive engagement with relevant stakeholders 
in the region, setting out the analysis of the challenges facing the Midlands region, and for Bord 
na Móna workers and their families and communities, arising from an accelerated exit from 
peat harvesting. The report contains important recommendations; the Government is already 
acting on a number of these and is committed to preparing an implementation plan to address 
the remainder. 

Actions underway includes €20 million for a new energy efficiency retrofitting scheme in 
the Midlands, €5 million for peatland rehabilitation outside of the Bord na Móna estate, and €6 
million for a dedicated new just transition fund with ESB agreeing to contribute an additional 
€5 million to this fund. The call for proposals for the Just Transition Fund closed on Friday 17 
July. 

The Government has also committed to measures to support a much higher level of bog 



Questions - Written Answers

108

restoration on Bord na Móna bogs, which will provide for a continued role for existing Bord na 
Móna workers on these bogs. €15m was provided in the July Stimulus for this purpose. 

These actions will advance community and worker engagement in respect of impacted in-
dividuals and communities.

The Programme for Government commits to publishing a Just Transition Plan to frame the 
work of a permanent Commission for Just Transition. The plan will identify and prepare for 
the challenges that will arise in a number of sectors and regions, recognising that there will be 
a variety of different transitions, and that it is clear that there will be no simple one-size fits all 
approach.

30/07/2020WRF05400Trading Online Voucher Scheme

30/07/2020WRF05500154. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the additional funding, not already committed, allocated in the July stimulus to 
the trading online voucher scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20051/20]

30/07/2020WRF05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Trading Online Voucher Scheme is managed by my Department and delivered 
nationwide in partnership with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, the De-
partment of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht, Enterprise Ireland, the 31 
Local Enterprise Offices and Údarás na Gaeltachta. The Scheme offers advice and peer-to-peer 
support and a grant of up to €2,500 to help small and micro-businesses to develop their ecom-
merce capability. The Scheme was launched nationally in mid-2014. By end 2019, some 6,400 
small and micro businesses had completed, or were in the process of completing their trading 
online projects. In addition, 19,000 or so business owners-managers had benefitted from advice 
and peer-to-peer support through their participation in the information seminars delivered by 
the Local Enterprise Offices under the Scheme.

In response to Covid-19, funding for the Scheme in 2020 has been increased from €2.3m to 
a total of €39.8m, inclusive of €20m in additional funding allocated to the Scheme in the July 
Economic Stimulus Package. New flexibilities have been introduced including reducing the 
requirement for co-funding from 50% to 10% and allowing businesses to apply for a second 
voucher of up to €2,500 where they have successfully utilised their first one.  

30/07/2020WRF05700Energy Efficiency

30/07/2020WRF05800155. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the additional funding, not already committed, allocated in the July stimulus to 
the retrofitting of homes; the details of the allocations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20052/20]

30/07/2020WRF05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets for 
the number and depth of residential retrofits to be completed by 2030. The targets are to ret-
rofit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2/cost optimal equivalent and to install 
400,000 heat pumps in existing buildings over the next 10 years.  Retrofitting has the ability to 
contribute to a number of important goals including - decarbonisation; warmer, more comfort-
able homes; as well as job creation and retention in the new green economy. 



30 July 2020

109

The July Stimulus commits to increasing the SEAI budget by €100 million in 2021.  This 
additional funding will be focused on community retrofit schemes, retrofit schemes supporting 
those in energy poverty as well as other initiatives to support the achievement of our retrofit 
targets. The SEAI will shortly be announcing the first details of the new and expanded retrofit 
schemes. By announcing this funding now, the Government is providing certainty to the sector 
so that they can continue approved programmes of work, bid into new and expanded schemes, 
maintain a pipeline of retrofit activity, and sustain and create jobs.  

30/07/2020WRF06000Raidió Teilifís Éireann

30/07/2020WRF06100156. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the changes made to the budget provision for RTÉ for 2020, by area of expenditure 
in tabular form. [20062/20]

30/07/2020WRF06200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department’s estimates provides for a grant of €208.622m to RTE in 2020 from 
licence fee receipts, an increase of €9.3m over 2019.  

Licence fee receipts are comprised of receipts from An Post for direct sales of licences and 
a contribution from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection in respect 
of free licences issued under the Household Benefits Scheme. My Department disburses these 
receipts as follows: commission to An Post for collection; 7% of net receipts to the Broadcast-
ing Fund administered by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI); and the balance to RTE. 

The actual amount payable to RTE each year is contingent on the level of licence fee sales. 
The attribution of the licence fee across different areas is an operational matter for RTE and a 
breakdown of how licence fee monies are spent are published in their Annual Report each year. 

30/07/2020WRF06300Climate Change Policy

30/07/2020WRF06400157. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the manifesto by an organisation (details supplied) on climate jus-
tice. [20130/20]

30/07/2020WRF06500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I noted the launch of the National Youth Council of Ireland Youth Manifesto on Climate 
Justice on 22 July, 2020.  

The Manifesto’s Climate Policy aims are also central to the Programme for Government 
which sets out objectives in relation to Just Transition and Stakeholder Engagement. The Pro-
gramme notes the moral duty to put social justice at the heart of our commitment to decarbonise 
and commits to ensuring that people in all parts of the country can capitalise on the new oppor-
tunities this Just Transition will bring.

The Government is actively supporting a just transition in Ireland. There is a whole-of-
Government approach to addressing this challenge underway, working with local stakeholders, 
to deal with the challenges facing Bord na Móna in the Midlands region where employees and 
various contractors and businesses, including local services, depend on the current business 
model. My Department appointed Kieran Mulvey as Just Transition Commissioner in Novem-
ber 2019 to engage and to recommend the essential elements of a just transition for the workers 
and communities; his interim report was published in May and is available online. 
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In addition, up to €11m from the Just Transition Fund will be available for projects in 2020 
focusing on retraining workers and to generate sustainable employment in green enterprise in 
the region, and supporting communities to transition to a low carbon economy.

Another important element in achieving Programme for Government goals is an effective 
citizen engagement model. This will require : sustained leadership from Government and the 
Oireachtas; sustained engagement with citizens, sectors, and regions; and protection for vulner-
able families and communities least equipped to make the transformation. Work on stakeholder 
engagement is already in progress at different levels across a number of sectors, including spe-
cific youth focused initiatives and my Department is currently developing a Policy Paper for the 
future of a new engagement model.

30/07/2020WRF06600Radio Broadcasting

30/07/2020WRF06700158. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce legislation to address the practice of media owners banning 
representatives of named newspapers from appearing on particular radio stations under their 
control; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20268/20]

30/07/2020WRF06800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Under section 25 (1)(c) of the Broadcasting Act 2009, it is the objective of the Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland to endeavour to ensure the provision of open and pluralistic broad-
casting services in the State. To this end, the BAI has put in place a Media Plurality policy 
and an Ownership and Control policy. It is the role of the BAI to review the compliance of 
broadcasters with their licensing commitments, taking into account the relevant BAI policies 
in place pertaining to media plurality. Under section 50 of the Broadcasting Act 2009, the BAI 
may investigate a broadcaster where it believes that the broadcaster is not providing its service 
in line with the terms of its broadcasting contract with the BAI. 

Given the mechanisms already in place regarding the protection and promotion of media 
plurality, it is not envisaged that legislation will be brought forward on this issue.

30/07/2020WRF06900Data Centres

30/07/2020WRF07000159. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the discussions his officials have had with EirGrid regarding the development of 
data centres in line with the policy of locating them in areas with grid capacity and only in cases 
in which there is an employment dividend associated with their development. [20281/20]

30/07/2020WRF07100160. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if an evaluation has been conducted by his Department of the estimated impact 
of all 55 current data centres and the over 30 planned data centres on the cost of electricity to 
domestic and other commercial and industrial users; the financial impact of the load in view of 
the decision to move to 70% renewable electricity by 2030; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20282/20]

30/07/2020WRF07200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and 160 together. 

Government policy in relation to data centres is primarily a matter for the Tánaiste and Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation. The Government Statement on the role of data 
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centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy, 2018 recognises that a plan-led approach is needed to 
develop a range of measures to promote regional options for data centre investment, minimising 
the need for additional grid infrastructure. 

While data centres have until recent time accounted for less than 2% of Ireland’s total elec-
tricity demand, EirGrid, in their Generation Capacity Statement 2019-2028, project that de-
mand from data centres could account for 29% of all demand by 2028. EirGrid, in its capacity 
as the transmission system operator, continually model and forecast the predicted future growth 
of electricity demand in their published analysis such as Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios, which 
is available on their website at www.eirgrid.com. 

The Climate Action Plan states that the IDA will use its new strategy for 2020 to 2024 to 
fully integrate decarbonisation objectives across its portfolio of clients and other relevant stake-
holders. Building on the 2018 Government Policy Statement, the new IDA Strategy will seek 
to ensure new large-scale enterprise investments in Ireland, including consideration of factors 
such as location, energy storage opportunities and power purchase agreement opportunities are 
made consistent with this policy and aligned with the build-out of the grid to maximise renew-
able sources

Eirgrid recently published an updated Data Centre Connection Offer Process and Policy, 
in line with the Government Policy Statement and the Climate Action Plan. This can be found 
on their website, along with a consultation on the matter which is open until 28 August 2020. 
It is also currently undertaking a “Vision 2030” study across the three dimensions of electric-
ity networks, power system operation, and electricity markets with the aim of developing an 
integrated all-island vision of the 2030 power system and electricity market. The three potential 
pathways set out in Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios 2019 underpin all of the analysis being un-
dertaken. 

While data centres consume very large amounts of energy they have a flat, predictable 
demand profile meaning that they use the same amount of electricity day and night and there-
fore require a range of generation technologies to meet their demand. Significant increases in 
volumes of generation capacity, including from renewable energy sources, will be required to 
meet Ireland’s electrification objectives and demand from heat pumps, electric vehicles and 
data centres. The Climate Action Plan sets out a number of actions to ensure that data centres 
are accommodated in a sustainable manner. 

Corporate power purchasing of renewable energy by large energy users that is unsubsidised 
by the state will also be critical to supplying data centre demand, as will ensuring that large 
demand connections are regionally balanced to minimise grid reinforcements and the costs to 
consumers.

The Climate Action Plan includes a target for 2030 to meet 15% of electricity demand by 
renewable sources contracted under corporate power purchase agreements, with the data centre 
sector, the first to execute these in Ireland.

30/07/2020WRF07400Cybersecurity Policy

30/07/2020WRF07500161. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps taken to date to address concerns raised in a report by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General in 2018 regarding to the National Cyber Security Centre; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20285/20]

30/07/2020WRF07600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
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Ryan): In December 2019 my Department published a new National Cyber Security Strategy 
which will run until 2024. The objectives of the Strategy are to improve the resilience and se-
curity of public sector IT systems to protect data and the services that people rely upon, to im-
prove the ability of the State to respond to and manage cyber security incidents, including those 
with a national security component, and to identify and protect critical national infrastructure 
by increasing its resilience to cyber-attack by ensuring that operators of essential services have 
appropriate incident response plans in place to reduce and manage any disruption to services. 
In addition, the EU Network and Information Security Directive was transposed into Irish law 
in September 2018. 

The NCSC will also undergo a Capacity Review, commencing this year. The purpose of 
the review is to undertake an independent assessment of the NCSC’s capacity to deliver its 
objectives as set out in the Strategy. The review will examine the current organisational struc-
ture, staffing, work processes and financing of the NCSC and will aim to benchmark it against 
international best practice models. The anticipated outcome will be detailed in a report setting 
out a series of recommendations on future resourcing, skills and structure required to further 
strengthen the cyber security capacity of the State.

The operation of the NCSC is under ongoing review and additional resources and staff 
have been secured in order to respond to cyber security incidents and to provide advice and 
assistance to the stakeholders of the Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT). A 
formal business plan is in place which sets out objectives, risks and resourcing requirements. 
The Department engages on an ongoing basis with other EU Member States on cyber issues at 
a European level and there is ongoing communication between Ireland’s CSIRT and those of 
other Member States.

30/07/2020WRF07700Proposed Legislation

30/07/2020WRF07800162. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeframe for the introduction and enactment of the online safety and media 
regulation Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20511/20]

30/07/2020WRF07900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The General Scheme of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill was approved 
by Government on 9 January 2020 and subsequently published on 10 January 2020. At that 
time the Government also approved the detailed drafting of the proposed Bill by the Office of 
the Attorney General and forwarded the General Scheme to the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
for Communications, Climate Action and Environment for pre-legislative scrutiny. Due to the 
dissolution of the Dáil and Committees in January, pre-legislative scrutiny has not yet com-
menced. Engagement with the AGO is continuing on the detailed drafting of the Bill.

The enactment of the proposed Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill is a commitment 
in the Programme for Government. At present, responsibility for the proposed Bill is being 
transferred to the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht. When 
this transfer of functions is complete, Government approval will be sought for the finalisation 
of General Scheme of the proposed Bill through the addition to the provisions relating to the 
funding of the Media Commission and the regulation of audiovisual media services. These ad-
ditional provisions will then be forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General for addition as 
a basis for detailed drafting and to the relevant Joint Oireachtas Committee for pre-legislative 
scrutiny. It is for the relevant newly formed Committee to determine whether and when to com-
mence such scrutiny.
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At this time, the finalised General Scheme will also be notified to the European Commission 
for a technical conformity assessment with relevant EU law regarding regulations on online 
services.

The proposed Bill will establish a multi-person Media Commission, including an Online 
Safety Commissioner, dissolve the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, establish regulatory 
frameworks for online safety and the regulation of audiovisual media services, and transpose 
the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

The regulatory framework for online safety will be overseen by the Online Safety Commis-
sioner. The Commissioner will have the power to designate online services for regulation and to 
create and enforce binding online safety codes. These will seek to minimise the availability of 
harmful online content through oversight of the systems that online services used to deliver and 
moderate content. The regulator will have the power to sanction non-compliant online services.

30/07/2020WRG00200Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRG00300163. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the role that the forestry industry contributes to climate change al-
leviation here; if he will encourage an expansion of this contribution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20540/20]

30/07/2020WRG00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Our forests provide eco-system services, support the environment and biodiversity as 
well as contributing to climate change alleviation and supporting Ireland to meet our envi-
ronmental responsibilities. On top of this, forestry also provides important resources for the 
bioenergy supply chain and the wider bio-economy, as well as timber products, which can act 
as a less carbon-intensive substitute for other materials in construction and related sectors.    
Forestry provides verifiable removal and storage of CO2 from the atmosphere, which will help 
Ireland to meet our climate objectives. Approximately 11% of our land area is under forestry 
which, through ongoing sustainable forest management, has the potential to provide carbon 
mitigation of up to 2,100kiltonnes of CO2 each year up to 2030. 

Forestry planting across the country has, however, more than halved since 2000. The Pro-
gramme for Government commits to the development of a new strategy to expand afforestation, 
particularly “Close to Nature” forestry and agro-forestry, which will be led by Minister of State 
Hackett in the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine. This work will also interlink with 
and inform our wider development of a land use plan for Ireland, similarly outlined in the Pro-
gramme for Government. 

30/07/2020WRG00500Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRG00600164. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil 
servants currently working in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting 
capacity; the roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in 
tabular form. [20614/20]

30/07/2020WRG00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
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appointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
1997.   The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned 3 Special Adviser ‘s which will 
be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

No civil service secondees have been assigned as part of my advisory team.

30/07/2020WRG00800Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRG00900165. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the payments for services or goods by his Department to a company (details sup-
plied) since 2015. [20771/20]

30/07/2020WRG01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department has made one payment to the company referred to in the Question since 
2015 as shown in the table below.  

Date Description Value (Ex VAT)
03/02/2017 Event catering €481.60

30/07/2020WRG01100Environmental Policy

30/07/2020WRG01200166. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the estimated cost of introducing a deposit return scheme here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20823/20]

30/07/2020WRG01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I will shortly be publishing an ambitious new Waste Action Plan for a Circular Econo-
my which will include a range of specific measures to reform and strengthen how we manage 
our waste with particular emphasis on single use plastics and packaging. The Action Plan will 
set out a clear roadmap for the introduction of a producer-funded Deposit and Return Scheme 
(DRS) for plastic bottles and aluminium cans, in line with the commitment set out in the Pro-
gramme for Government. As a first step in this process I will initiate a public consultation on 
design options for a DRS in the Autumn. Alongside this, I will be publishing a report commis-
sioned by my Department on the introduction of a DRS. This report includes costs estimates 
for producers that are broadly similar to the €76m to €116m identified by the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment in its consideration of the 
introduction of a DRS in 2018. 

30/07/2020WRG01400Departmental Expenditure
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30/07/2020WRG01500167. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the capital projects his Department will fund in 2020 and 2021; the budget for 
each in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20824/20]

30/07/2020WRG01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Capital expenditure in my Department comprises, in the main, of grant funding for sus-
tainable energy programmes administered by the SEAI. There is some additional capital fund-
ing to Local Authorities under the landfill remediation scheme as well as operational capital 
funding for the Department and the agencies under its remit.    Within the Department, capital 
projects are delivered primarily in the Communications and Natural Resources programme ar-
eas, and in this regard, the information for 2020 requested by the Deputy is shown in the table 
below. 

Project Budget €(000’s)
National Postcode System (Eircodes) 1,500
Tellus, National Airborne Geophysical & 
Ground Geochemical Mapping Programme

3,000

INFOMAR, National Marine Mapping 
Programme

4,000

National Broadband Plan* 146,296
*including a capital carryover from 2019 of €27.3m.

Detailed programme allocations for 2021 will be agreed as part of the annual Estimates pro-
cess and published in the Revised Estimates Volume, subsequent to each Budget Day. 

30/07/2020WRG01700Departmental Reports

30/07/2020WRG01800168. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the reports he has commissioned in 2019 and 2020; the titles of the reports 
completed but unpublished in 2019 and 2020; the cost of each report in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20825/20]

30/07/2020WRG01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across a range 
of strategic sectors. The technical, commercial, legal complexity and evolving nature of sec-
tors with which the Department deals requires access from time to time to external professional 
expertise to assist in discharging its functions. In procuring these specialised services, my De-
partment always seeks to ensure value for money and that these services contribute to project 
delivery and informed, robust and evidence based policy making.   The bulk of the studies com-
missioned are technical and specialist in nature and were necessary to address specific issues as 
they arose and enable the Department to discharge its responsibilities in the areas concerned.

Details of external reports commissioned by my Department in each of the years concerned 
are set out in the attached table.

Consultancy Company 
Name

Title of Report Date or expected date of 
publication

Cost of Report

Ricardo Energy & Envi-
ronment Ltd

Microgeneration Support Op-
tions Analysis

30/09/2020 €77,661 
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Consultancy Company 
Name

Title of Report Date or expected date of 
publication

Cost of Report

MKO, Environmental 
Consultants

Strategic Environment As-
sessment (SEA) Screening & 
Report; Appropriate Assessment 
(AA) Screening exercise and 
Report

Expected publication 
during Q3 2020, follow-
ing submission of Na-
tional Energy & Climate 
Plan (NECP) to the Euro-
pean Commission.

€9,102

AECOM Ireland Social, environmental and eco-
nomic analysis of the effects of 
the Galmoy and Lisheen Mines 
on their respective local com-
munities

Published 27/05/2020 € 98,000

Wardell Armstrong LLP Provision of Expert Services for 
Mine Inspection, Environmental 
Advice and Compliance with 
terms of State Mining Leases/
Licence

Reports produced annu-
ally are not published as 
they are commercially 
sensitive.

€ 13,000 annually

CDM Smith Ireland Environmental Monitoring at 
former mining areas of Silver-
mines, Co. Tipperary and Avoca, 
Co. Wicklow (4 reports per 
year)

2019 reports awaiting 
publication 

€ 40,000 annually

Individual Contractor Strategic Review of Structures 
and Staffing of the Exploration 
and Mining Division

Internal document un-
published

€ 4,800

Wardell Armstrong LLP An Independent Review of 
the Works Completed by SRK 
Following a Crownhole Occur-
rence Adjacent to the L4900 at 
Drumgoosat.

Published July 2019 € 11,457

Wardell Armstrong LLP Independent Review of the Sta-
bility Report on the Drumgoosat 
Underground Mine Workings 
Below and Adjacent to the R179 
Carrickmacross to Kingscourt 
Road, Co. Monaghan.

Unpublished – in draft € 12,500

CSA Global Technical Review: Tellus Geo-
chemistry Programme Geologi-
cal Survey Ireland

August 2019 € 48,989

Tobins Consulting Engi-
neers

National Litter Pollution Moni-
toring Scheme Report 2019

August 2020 €47,109

Tobins Consulting Engi-
neers

National Litter Pollution Moni-
toring Scheme Report 2020

Q2 2021 €47,109

Grant Thornton Digital Hub Development 
Agency Review Report

Autumn 2020 €71,832

Norcontel Review of new enet MANs 
products

Not for publication €4,305

Eunomia Research and 
Consulting Limited

National Study in ‘Improving 
the capture rate of single use 
beverage containers in Ireland’

September 2020 €30,752

RPS Consulting Engi-
neers Limited

Review of Year 1 of operation 
of Compliance Scheme for tyres

November 2019 €30,608
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Consultancy Company 
Name

Title of Report Date or expected date of 
publication

Cost of Report

EnvEcon AP Limited Consultancy to support work 
of the Technical Research and 
Modelling (TRAM) Group. 
Work focused on climate and air 
quality modelling; in addition 
work during 2020 will include 
support to the Department in 
implementing elements of EU 
Directive 2019/904 on the re-
duction of the impact of certain 
plastic products on the environ-
ment (the Single Use Plastics 
Directive), and in respect of 
proposals announced in 2019 
for the introduction of levies 
on disposable coffee cups. The 
work is being undertaken as part 
of a 4 year publicly procured 
multiannual contract November 
2018-2022;

Certain reports and out-
puts provided to TRAM 
will be published when 
work is completed but 
other reports may not be 
published due to com-
mercial sensitivity. 

€470,537 for 
2020; costs are 
fixed as part a 
multiannual con-
tract; 

University College Cork 
(MaREI Institute)

Consultancy to support work 
of the Technical Research and 
Modelling (TRAM) Group. 
Work focused on energy sys-
tems and climate modelling; 
The work is being undertaken 
as part of a 4 year publicly 
procured multiannual contract 
December 2018-2022;

Certain reports and out-
puts provided to TRAM 
will be published when 
work is completed but 
other reports may not be 
published due to com-
mercial sensitivity.

€587,955 for 2020 

University College Dub-
lin (Energy Institute)

Consultancy to support work 
of the Technical Research and 
Modelling (TRAM) Group. 
Work focused on electricity 
systems modelling; The work is 
being undertaken as part of a 4 
year publicly procured multian-
nual contract February 2019-
2023;

Certain reports and out-
puts provided to TRAM 
will be published when 
work is completed but 
other reports may not be 
published due to com-
mercial sensitivity.

€341,264 for 
2020; costs are 
fixed as part of 
a multiannual 
contract;

Economic and Social 
Research Institute (ESRI)

Consultancy to support work 
of the Technical Research and 
Modelling (TRAM) Group. Re-
search Programme on Climate, 
Energy and the Economy 2020-
2022; Work being undertaken 
includes Work will include fur-
ther development of the ESRI’s 
I3E economic model; research 
relating to new EU emissions 
targets; development of carbon 
budgets and implementation of 
certain actions under the Cli-
mate Action Plan 2019. 

Certain reports and out-
puts provided to TRAM 
will be published when 
work is completed but 
other reports may not be 
published due to com-
mercial sensitivity

€200,000 for 
2020; costs are 
fixed as part of 
a multiannual 
contract; 
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Consultancy Company 
Name

Title of Report Date or expected date of 
publication

Cost of Report

McKinsey and Company 
Inc. Ireland

Contract followed a public 
procurement process and is to 
provide: (i) a Marginal Abate-
ment Cost Curves to identify 
least cost 2050 decarbonisation 
pathways for Ireland, includ-
ing net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050;(ii) a Mar-
ginal Abatement Cost Curve to 
identify the abatement potential 
of circular economy (including 
bio-economy) activities; and 
assistance in the development 
of a pilot aggregated retrofitting 
model for Ireland. The contract 
spans late 2019 to late 2020. 

MACCS will be included 
in Ireland’s Long Term 
Strategy to Reduce 
Greenhouse Gases and in 
the Climate Action Plan 
2020;Information relat-
ing to assistance given to 
the retrofitting taskforce 
will be published as part 
of the work of the Retro-
fitting Taskforce and may 
be subject to commercial 
sensitivity. 

€861,000 - costs 
are fixed as part 
of a one year 
contract; 

McKinsey and Company 
Inc. Ireland

Contract to provide a Mar-
ginal Abatement Cost Curve for 
Ireland which supported the de-
velopment of the Climate Action 
Plan 2019. Contract lasted from 
January to June 2019. 

MACC was included 
in Climate Action Plan 
2019 published in July 
2019

€392,000 - costs 
were fixed as part 
of a short-term 
contract;

E4MSA SRL Turin Italy Contract to provide Marginal 
Abatement Cost Curve for non 
ETS CO2 emissions 2021-2030. 
Contract lasted from December 
2018 to April 2019. 

Not published as it is 
commercially sensitive.

€30,750 - costs 
were fixed as part 
of a short term 
contract; 

30/07/2020WRG02000Telecommunications Services

30/07/2020WRG02100169. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Cobh, County Cork, has an Internet 
signal of between 3 Mbps and 1 Mbps signal; and when broadband will be fully rolled out in 
the area. [20833/20]

30/07/2020WRG02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Question refers to an area located within the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network 
to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in No-
vember last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI). The NBP network will offer users a high 
speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from the outset. By the 
end of next year, NBI plans to pass in the region of 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 100,000 
passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. All counties will see premises passed in 
the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will have access to high speed broadband 
within the next four years. The Government is committed to delivering high speed broadband 
to every home, farm, business and school in Ireland and my Department continues to engage 
with NBI to explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the pos-
sibility of bringing forward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the cur-
rent plan to an earlier date.  Design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 17 
counties and steady progress is being made with circa 55,000 premises surveyed to date. This 
survey work is feeding into detailed designs for each deployment area and laying fibre should 
commence shortly with the first fibre to the home connections expected around December this 
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year. I understand that NBI hope to start survey work in Cobh shortly. Further information on 
deployment activities associated with the rollout can be found using an eircode search on the 
NBI website http://www.nbi.ie  . 

To support remote working and connected communities, approximately 300 Broadband 
Connections Points (BCPs) were identified by Local Authorities to be connected to high speed 
broadband this year. This will assist communities to quickly get free public access to high speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). The 
planned BCP locations, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities and other public 
places are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website 
www.broadband.gov.ie  . The BCP delivery project is well underway and connectivity is being 
provided to each of the sites by National Broadband Ireland (NBI). Subsequent to this, the sites, 
other than schools, are being Wi-Fi enabled by Vodafone under a contract with the Department 
of Rural and Community Development. This work also involves the local authorities and site 
owners determining the services that will be provided for end-users at each site. For the 75 
schools that are also part of this project, enabling these schools with Wi-Fi is being led by the 
Department of Education subsequent to NBI providing the connectivity to the schools.Bringing 
connectivity to remote rural locations is central to promoting regional development and BCPs 
represent an important delivery in the early stages of the National Broadband Plan.

30/07/2020WRG02300Telecommunications Services

30/07/2020WRG02400170. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband will be rolled out fully in Guileen, Whitegate, County Cork. 
[20834/20]

30/07/2020WRG02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Question refers to an area located within the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network 
to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in No-
vember last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI). The NBP network will offer users a high 
speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from the outset. By the 
end of next year, NBI plans to pass in the region of 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 100,000 
passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. All counties will see premises passed in 
the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will have access to high speed broadband 
within the next four years. The Government is committed to delivering high speed broadband to 
every home, farm, business and school in Ireland and my Department continues to engage with 
NBI to explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of 
bringing forward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to 
an earlier date. Further information on deployment activities associated with the rollout can be 
found on the NBI website http://www.nbi.ie . To support remote working and connected com-
munities, approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs) were identified by Local 
Authorities to be connected to high speed broadband this year. This will assist communities 
to quickly get free public access to high speed broadband in advance of the main deployment 
under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). The planned BCP locations, including schools, 
library hubs, local sports facilities and other public places are available to view on the High 
Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website www.broadband.gov.ie. The BCP delivery 
project is well underway and connectivity is being provided to each of the sites by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI). Subsequent to this, the sites, other than schools, are being Wi-Fi 
enabled by Vodafone under a contract with the Department of Rural and Community Develop-
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ment. This work also involves the local authorities and site owners determining the services that 
will be provided for end-users at each site. For the 75 schools that are also part of this project, 
enabling these schools with Wi-Fi is being led by the Department of Education subsequent to 
NBI providing the connectivity to the schools.Bringing connectivity to remote rural locations 
is central to promoting regional development and BCPs represent an important delivery in the 
early stages of the National Broadband Plan.

30/07/2020WRG02600North-South Interconnector

30/07/2020WRG02700171. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if consideration will be given to the issues outlined in correspondence by 
Monaghan County Council (details supplied) regarding the proposed north-south interconnec-
tor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20907/20]

30/07/2020WRG02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the 
Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ire-
land. It will also help us to move towards 70% renewable electricity, a commitment made in the 
Programme for Government Our Shared Future. A resilient and well connected energy infra-
structure is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being and the ability to respond to the future needs 
of energy consumers.  I am aware that there are concerns in relation to the construction of the 
interconnector as an overhead line. The option of undergrounding the line has been assessed 
on several occasions over the years. Most recently, my Department published an independent 
study in October 2018 on undergrounding the interconnector which found that an overhead line 
remained the most appropriate option for the proposed interconnector. The study report is avail-
able on my Department’s website.  

This study was the latest in a series of studies that reached the same conclusion and I do not 
intend to order a further review of the project.   

  Questions Nos. 172 and 173 answered with Question No. 153.

30/07/2020WRG03100Just Transition Commissioner

30/07/2020WRG03200174. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the work of the midlands regional transition team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20973/20]

30/07/2020WRG03300179. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the work of the midlands regional transition team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20978/20]

30/07/2020WRG03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 and 179 together.  

As stated in the Just Transition Commissioner’s Interim report, a transition team was es-
tablished by Offaly County Council to address the challenges and opportunities presented by 
the acceleration of Bord na Mona’s ‘Brown to Green’ decarbonisation strategy. The team was 
expanded to incorporate other impacted local authority areas to become the Midlands Regional 
Transition Team (MRTT). Its aims are to pursue funding opportunities and actions to mitigate 
the impact of BnM job losses, and to position the region to develop alternative forms of em-



30 July 2020

121

ployment, attract investment and maximise existing opportunities. The Commissioner’s report 
made a number of recommendations regarding the structure of the MRTT given the new dispo-
sition around Irish and European funding. 

The MRTT led Stage 1 in the Just Transition Fund and registered over 150 applications. The 
MRTT secretariat has engaged closely with the START Team (EU Secretariat for Coal Regions) 
and has worked with them to develop a Midlands Regional Profile and is finalising an Employ-
ment and Skills paper. START and MRTT are jointly assessing and synthesising the inventory 
of submitted projects under the MRTT - START Stage 1 engagement process, and will prepare 
an ‘action plan’ for the Midlands. The MRTT secretariat is currently assisting my Department 
in evaluating applications submitted to the Just Transition Fund. 

30/07/2020WRG03500Climate Action Plan

30/07/2020WRG03600175. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the new citizens’ engagement model mentioned in chapter 15 of the 
Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20974/20]

30/07/2020WRG03700180. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will provide an update on the new citizens’ engagement model as mentioned in 
chapter 15 of the Climate Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20979/20]

30/07/2020WRG03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 175 and 180 together. 

Action 159 of the Climate Action Plan 2019 required the building of a new localised citizen 
engagement model through the National Dialogue on Climate Action (NDCA). The new Citi-
zen engagement model consists of a number of strands addressing various segments in Irish So-
ciety with a focus on youth. Young people are being approached through the “National Climate 
Change Action & Awareness Programme (NCCAAP), supported by my Department and being 
delivered virtually due to Covid-19 restrictions. In addition, the NDCA supported the Gradu-
ate.ie 2nd level schools competition. From October, young people will also be in a position to 
choose a new Junior Certificate short course which is being developed collaboratively by the 
SEAI, the NCCA and my Department. 

Homeowners and property managers are already addressed through existing SEAI Climate 
Change resources and a new video resource has recently been published to provide a clear link 
between carbon and BER ratings. My Department is collaborating with Creative Ireland to in-
volve the Arts and creative community in the messaging and with the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs on the development of a Climate Action Youth Council (currently delayed 
due to Covid-19 restrictions). 

A policy paper which draws together these various initiatives, as well as work by the EPA 
and engagement activities undertaken by Local Authorities and the Climate Action Regional 
Offices, is in preparation in my Department.

30/07/2020WRG03900Bord na Móna

30/07/2020WRG04000176. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans for job creation and redeployment of Bord na Móna workers in the mid-
lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20975/20]



Questions - Written Answers

122

30/07/2020WRG04100181. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans for job creation and redeployment of Bord na Móna workers in the mid-
lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20980/20]

30/07/2020WRG04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 176 and 181 together.  

The first progress report of the Just Transition Commissioner, Mr Kieran Mulvey was pub-
lished on 22 May. The report reflects a comprehensive engagement with relevant stakeholders 
in the region, setting out the analysis of the challenges facing the Midlands region, and for Bord 
na Móna workers and their families and communities, arising from an accelerated exit from 
peat harvesting. The report contains important recommendations. The Government is already 
acting on a number of these and is committed to preparing an implementation plan to address 
the remainder. The recommendations and supporting actions will support job creation efforts 
and create new opportunities for Bord na Móna workers in the midlands; 

The Programme for Government commits to publishing a Just Transition Plan, to frame the 
work of a permanent Commission for Just Transition. The plan will identify and prepare for the 
challenges that will arise in a number of sectors and regions, recognising that there will be a 
variety of different transitions. 

A number of actions to implement the recommendations in the Commissioner’s report are 
already underway and will impact on job creation. This includes €20 million for a new energy 
efficiency retrofitting scheme in the Midlands, €5 million for peatland rehabilitation outside 
of the Bord na Móna estate, and €6 million for a dedicated new just transition fund with ESB 
agreeing to contribute an additional €5 million to this fund. The call for proposals for the Just 
Transition Fund closed on Friday 17 July, and will make available up to €11m in 2020 to sup-
port job creation and retraining measures in the region. €15m was also committed in the July 
Stimulus to support a major programme of bog restoration on Bord Na Mona bogs in the Mid-
lands. 

  Questions Nos. 177 and 178 answered with Question No. 153.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 174.

  Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 175.

  Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 176.

30/07/2020WRG04800Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRG04900182. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if his Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or pro-
grammes being implemented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign 
or relevant programme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor 
advertising; the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21023/20]

30/07/2020WRG05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Departmental remit includes complex policy areas, oversight of regulation and ser-
vice provision across key strategic services such as energy and public service broadcasting, as 
well as regulation of sectors such as mining and hydrocarbon exploration. Given the technical 
complexity, economic significance and community interest in these areas, there is a requirement 
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to disseminate information and to address specific issues as they arise. My Department there-
fore necessarily incurs some expenditure on a number of advertising campaigns to promote its 
policies / programmes from time to time.   In procuring these services, my Department always 
seeks to ensure value for money and the keeping of expenditure to the minimum necessary.

The information requested is outlined in tabular format below: 

Campaign / Relevant Programme Advertising in pub-
lications / Broadcast 
Advertising / Outdoor 
Advertising /Consultancy 
or production costs

Cost in 2019 Cost to date in 2020

Ocean Energy Week “DCCAE 
sponsored content to raise citizen 
awareness of offshore wind energy 
and outlining the various planning, 
environmental and policy consider-
ations around developing offshore 
wind capability”

Advertising in Irish 
Examiner 

Nil €6,500

Community Environment Action 
Fund/ Local Agenda 21

Press advertisements €5,847 Nil

Digital Skills for Citizen Scheme Advertising in Senior 
Times Magazine

€1,107 Nil

Anti Dumping Initiative Advertising Infographic €861 €1,193
Waste Awareness & Education 
Campaign

Radio Advertising €102,671 Nil

Waste Awareness & Education 
Campaign

Consultancy €1,900 Nil

Waste Awareness & Education 
Campaign

Cinema Advertising €35,686 Nil

Enactment of Inland Fisheries 
Secondary Legislation

Press Advertising €17,720 €6,274

Geoscience Ireland Advertising in publica-
tions

€3,835 €2,835

INFOMAR Advertising in publica-
tions

€10,600 €7,600

Tellus Public Information 
Notices

€24,692 Nil

Climate Action Plan 
2019 ‘Town Hall’ meet-
ings 

Newspaper Advertising €9,123 Nil

National Dialogue Re-
gional Gathering in Q4 
2018

Newspaper Advertising €1,557 Nil

30/07/2020WRG05100Road Network

30/07/2020WRG05200183. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of local authorities that have been mandated to assess their road networks to reallocate 
space for pedestrians and cyclists to date as promised in the programme for Government; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19569/20]

30/07/2020WRG05300184. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the local 
authorities which have been mandated to assess their road networks to reallocate space for pe-
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destrians and cyclists to date as promised in the rogramme for Government; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19570/20]

30/07/2020WRG05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 183 and 184 together.

The package of measures included in the July Jobs Stimulus Plan as well as helping to stim-
ulate a jobs-led recovery and build economic confidence are also designed in the transport sec-
tor to support improved pedestrian and cycling infrastructure.

In this context the Plan includes the provision of €115 million for active travel, public trans-
port and renewal of transport infrastructure.  This allocation includes €82 million for measures 
to improve accessibility, pedestrian infrastructure and support for urban and rural cyclists, to-
gether with €10 million for the adaptation of the regional and local road network to climate 
change.   The Stimulus will allow local authorities to access funding through either the National 
Transport Authority or my Department’s Regional and Local Roads Division.  Applications 
have already been sought from local authorities. This initiative is in addition to over €7 million 
of funding which has already been allocated by the NTA to 12 local authorities (the cities of 
Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick and the counties of Cork, Wicklow, DunLaoghaire/Rath-
down, Kilkenny, Clare, Louth, Kerry and Sligo).

Under the Roads Act 1993-2015, local authorities, in conjunction with Transport Infrastruc-
ture Ireland in the case of national roads,  are the statutory road authorities in their areas of 
responsibility and I will be looking to work with stakeholders to further follow through on the 
measures outlined in the Programme for Government.

30/07/2020WRG05600Road Network

30/07/2020WRG05700185. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the local 
authorities which have begun works to segregate cyclists and pedestrians from motorists; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19571/20]

30/07/2020WRG05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I understand that the 
Deputy is enquiring which local authorities have accessed the financial and technical supports 
announced by the National Transport Authority (NTA) in response to the COVID-19 Emer-
gency, rather than the much broader programme of active travel infrastructure improvements 
generally that occurs every year.

In recent months the NTA has been engaging with local authorities to provide support in 
delivering required infrastructure improvements such as providing additional transport capac-
ity and also facilitating social distancing in urban areas.

The NTA wrote to all 31 local authorities to offer its financial and technical support and this 
support is being funded through my Department’s sustainable mobility investment programme. 
The approach taken was to engage with all local authorities to see what their requirements were 
and to grant aid in full various temporary intervention proposals, subject to those proposals be-
ing agreed with the NTA in advance of implementation. 

In relation to the number of local authorities that have accessed the NTA’s programme I 
have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply in relation to the matters 
raised.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Separately, the Deputy will also be aware that under the July Stimulus an additional €82mil-
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lion has been announced to support pedestrians and cyclists in urban and rural Ireland in the 
coming months. The Stimulus programme will further support local authorities across the coun-
try as they respond to the needs of local communities and businesses in the months ahead. 
Funding under the Stimulus programme must be expended by year end. 

30/07/2020WRG05900Road Signage

30/07/2020WRG06000186. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the local 
authorities which have begun works to improve signage for roads incorporating motorists and 
cyclists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19572/20]

30/07/2020WRG06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): All signs erected 
on public roads must be provided in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual (TSM).  The 
Manual constitutes a Ministerial Direction to road authorities under section 95(16) of the Road 
Traffic Act 1961, in relation to the provision of traffic signs. This direction is given to road 
authorities for the purpose of the provision and use of traffic signs, other than regulatory signs.

While the Manual does provide directions on the correct use of traffic signs, it is the respon-
sibility of local authorities, for regional and local roads, and in conjunction with TII for national 
roads to install and maintain these signs.

A new cycle sign has been included in the recently updated Traffic Signs Manual. It is a 
warning sign which advises motorists of the need to leave adequate space when overtaking 
cyclists. Provision was made earlier this year in the regional and local grant allocations for ex-
penditure on the deployment of the cycling “safe passing” signs this year. 

A total of €446,500 was allocated to 19 local authorities on 18th June 2020 for the roll out of 
the “safe passing” signs this year.  This will allow the local authorities, which requested fund-
ing, to deploy all the signs proposed in their submissions.

30/07/2020WRG06200Airport Development Projects

30/07/2020WRG06300187. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the proposed construction of a new runway at Dublin Airport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19573/20]

30/07/2020WRG06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Construction work 
on the new North Runway at Dublin Airport resumed on 18 May as per Phase 1 of the Govern-
ment Roadmap for Re-Opening Society and Business.  Works on the site had been suspended 
at the end of March in line with Government COVID-19 guidelines.  

The programme of works remains on budget and largely on target and and the runway is 
expected to be completed in 2021.

30/07/2020WRH00200Airport Development Projects

30/07/2020WRH00300188. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for expansion and repair works at Cork Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19574/20]
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30/07/2020WRH00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may 
be aware, daa has statutory responsibility to operate, manage and develop Dublin and Cork 
Airports.  In these circumstances, any plans for expansion and repair work at Cork Airport are a 
matter for the daa.  I have therefore forwarded your request to the daa for a direct response.  If 
a response is not received within 10 days, please contact my private office.

30/07/2020WRH00500Airport Development Projects

30/07/2020WRH00600189. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for expansion and repair works at Farranfore Airport, County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19575/20]

30/07/2020WRH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may 
be aware, Kerry airport is not a State owned airport and I have no role in planning for its expan-
sion or repair works.   

However, my Department does provide funding support to Kerry Airport through the Gov-
ernment’s Regional Airports Programme.  Each year, airports are invited to submit proposals 
for capital funding in the areas of safety and security, which are then assessed by my Depart-
ment.  This process has just concluded for 2020 and last week, Minister of State Naughton 
announced Exchequer funding of €1.2m for Kerry Airport towards capital investment in these 
areas for 2020.

As the Deputy may be aware, €72 million in capital funding is being provided under the Re-
gional Airports Programme over the lifetime of the NDP as part of Project 2040.

30/07/2020WRH00800Airport Development Projects

30/07/2020WRH00900190. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for expansion and repair works at Shannon Airport; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19576/20]

30/07/2020WRH01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may 
be aware, Shannon Airport Authority, a subsidiary of Shannon Group, has statutory responsi-
bility to operate, manage and develop Shannon Airport.  In these circumstances, any plans for 
expansion and repair work at Shannon Airport are matters for Shannon Airport Authority.  I 
have therefore forwarded your request to Shannon Group for a direct response.  If a reply is not 
received within 10 days, please contact my private office.

30/07/2020WRH01100Airport Development Projects

30/07/2020WRH01200191. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for expansion and repair works at Ireland West Airport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19577/20]

30/07/2020WRH01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may 
be aware, Ireland West Airport is not a State owned airport and I have no role in planning for 
its expansion or repair works.   

However, my Department does provide funding support to Ireland West Airport through the 
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Government’s Regional Airports Programme.  Each year, airports are invited to submit propos-
als for capital funding in the areas of safety and security, which are then assessed by my De-
partment.  This process has just concluded for 2020 and last week, Minister of State Naughton 
announced Exchequer funding of €1m for Ireland West Airport towards capital investment in 
these areas for 2020.

As the Deputy may be aware, €72 million in capital funding is being provided under the Re-
gional Airports Programme over the lifetime of the NDP as part of Project 2040.  Last year, 
Ireland West Airport completed an €11m runway overlay project and 75% of the project cost 
was met from that funding.

30/07/2020WRH01400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRH01500192. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cor-
respondence he and his officials had with their counterparts in the Northern Ireland Executive 
regarding an all-Ireland approach to Covid-19 at all rail transport hubs on the island; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19580/20]

30/07/2020WRH01600193. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cor-
respondence he and his officials had with their counterparts in the Northern Ireland Executive 
regarding an all-Ireland approach to Covid-19 at all bus and coach transport hubs on the island; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19581/20]

30/07/2020WRH01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 192 and 193 together.

Over the course of the COVID-19 crisis, my Department has been working closely with 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) to ensure public transport services continue safely and 
to plan for capacity as demand for public transport services changes along the course of the 
Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business.  

I can confirm that there has been regular contact, both at Ministerial and Official level, with 
our Northern Ireland counterparts throughout the Covid-19 crisis on issues related to public 
transport. 

The Deputy will be aware that Department of Health Regulations on the mandatory wearing 
of face coverings by persons on public transport (with the exception of those who cannot do so 
for health reasons or due to age (under 13)) came into effect on Monday, 13th July.  This will 
help to underpin public transport services provided by both public and commercial licensed op-
erators during these unprecedented times, with a view to safeguarding public transport capacity 
in Phases 3 and 4 of the Roadmap and beyond.  The NTA has reported high levels of compliance 
across the public transport network, with Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann reporting 95pc and 
90pc compliance respectively on July 13. 

The Northern Ireland Executive also introduced similar measures on their public transport 
services, with face coverings being made mandatory on public transport there from 10th of  
July, with similar exemptions for people with relevant medical conditions and children under 
13.  Therefore there are no significant policy differences with regard to Covid-19 related mea-
sures on public transport.

I and my Department will continue to engage with our Northern Ireland counterparts with 
regard to these issues as we continue to progress through the Covid-19 health emergency.



Questions - Written Answers

128

30/07/2020WRH01900Greenways Provision

30/07/2020WRH02000194. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the progress of the proposed Sutton to Skerries greenway; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19582/20]

30/07/2020WRH02100195. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the progress of the proposed Donabate to Malahide greenway; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19583/20]

30/07/2020WRH02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 194 and 195 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA), including cycling infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

30/07/2020WRH02400Rail Network

30/07/2020WRH02500196. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
Ballybrophy to Limerick rail line will reopen having been closed due to the Covid-19 lock-
down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19584/20]

30/07/2020WRH02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

30/07/2020WRH02700Road Network

30/07/2020WRH02800197. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the urgent need to upgrade the Hearse Road, Donabate to include 
road widening, cycle and pedestrian paths from the Lissenhall interchange to the start of the 
Donabate distributor road in view of the increase in vehicular traffic particularly in the morn-
ings and evenings, which is also an objective of the Fingal development plan; if this much 
needed project will be funded in view of the fact Fingal County Council has stated it is not in 
a position to fund it, in further view of the fact this project will provide much needed employ-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19585/20]

30/07/2020WRH02900198. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
for the upgrading of roads in Donabate, Portrane, Rush, Lusk, Ballyboughal will be provided 
in view of the population growth and little infrastructure to support same; if the funding will 
include provision for foot and cycle paths connecting the towns with the main roads; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [19586/20]

30/07/2020WRH03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 197 and 198 together.

In order to clarify the position, I can inform the Deputy that the improvement and mainte-
nance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

It is also a matter for the relevant local authority in its capacity as the planning authority for 
its area to consider and adopt a Development Plan; I have no role in that process.  In these cases 
I understand the responsible local authority is Fingal County Council.  Arising from the intro-
duction of the local property tax and the retention of same, Fingal County Council has become 
self-funding for roads. 

In relation to active travel infrastructure, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has re-
sponsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA).  It funds local authorities on an ongoing basis in relation to active travel 
infrastructure and Fingal County Council has been the recipient of such funding in the past and 
I understand is also being funded this year for certain eligible projects as normal.

Separately, and in response to the COVID-19 Emergency, in late May the NTA wrote to all 
31 local authorities to offer its financial and technical support and this support is being funded 
through my Department’s sustainable mobility investment programme.  The approach taken 
was to engage with all local authorities to see what their requirements were and to grant aid in 
full various temporary intervention proposals, subject to those proposals being agreed with the 
NTA in advance of implementation. 

Finally, under the July Stimulus, an additional €82 million has been announced to support 
pedestrians and cyclists in urban and rural Ireland in the coming months.  The Stimulus pro-
gramme will further support local authorities across the country as they respond to the needs 
of local communities and businesses in the months ahead.  Funding under the Stimulus pro-
gramme must be expended by year end.

It is open to the local authority to apply to the NTA under the above programmes in relation 
to improving eligible active travel infrastructure.

30/07/2020WRH03200Rail Network

30/07/2020WRH03300199. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the additional 49 rail carriages ordered in October 2019 to service numerous commuter routes 
including the northern commuter line will be delivered and in operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19587/20]

30/07/2020WRH03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development and delivery of public 
transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area including, in consultation with Iarnród Éire-
ann, development of the railway network including the purchase of rolling stock. 

As the Deputy is aware last year Government approved the purchase of 41 additional Inter-
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City Rail Cars (ICRs) and I understand that the first units are expected to arrive by the end of 
2021 with all units expected to be delivered over a 9 to 12 month period. 

These additional ICRs will add significant capacity to the overall network and will add 
approximately 20% additional peak-time capacity on the Northern Line as compared to previ-
ously.  As well as lengthening existing train sets the new ICRs will also potentially allow for a 
reconfiguration of services such that up to two new morning peak services could be introduced 
on the Northern Line.

I look forward to the arrival of these new carriages and the extra capacity they will add to 
the public transport network.

30/07/2020WRH03500Rail Network

30/07/2020WRH03600200. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address the requirement for the DART upgrade on the northern commuter line in view of the 
congestion on the line with the population continuing to grow along this line with Fingal the 
fastest growing area in the country (details supplied); the timeline for delivery of the upgrade; 
the details on ring-fencing the funding required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19588/20]

30/07/2020WRH03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

In that regard I very much welcome the recent confirmation by the European Commission 
that it has awarded €8.8m toward the Kildare Line study part of the overall DART+ programme.  
I am particularly pleased that this is the first such grant we have received in a number of years 
in the sustainable mobility investment programme and reflects the increased level of activity 
in the area and an increased focus by my Department on availing of such opportunities in the 
coming years. 

The Programme for Government – Our Shared Future prioritises delivery of the DART+ 
programme and, as required by the Public Spending Code, preparation of a preliminary busi-
ness case is well underway.  In line with the Public Spending Code for all major projects Gov-
ernment approval will be required to allow the programme progress to planning.  Indicative 
allocations are already provided for within the current National Development Plan and will be 
considered further as part of any review of the National Development Plan. 

I look forward to seeing the programme progress during the lifetime of the Government.

In terms of expected timelines for delivery, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has 
statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in 
the Greater Dublin Area including implementation of the DART+ Programme.

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matters raised, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for a more detailed direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 days.

30/07/2020WRH03800Regional Airports

30/07/2020WRH03900201. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
on the future viability of the regional airports in particular Shannon airport which has seen a 
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huge reduction in services as a result of the current crisis (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19589/20]

30/07/2020WRH04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has 
been engaging with our regional airports including Shannon Airport on an ongoing basis since 
the advent of Covid-19.  

As the Deputy is aware, Shannon Airport is part of Shannon Group which operates in both 
the aviation and tourism sectors and in addition to the dramatic fall off in passengers at the air-
port, the closure and restricted re-opening of some Shannon Heritage sites means the impacts 
of Covid19 on the Group have been particularly severe.  For this reason I have committed to 
undertake an examination of the future viability and sustainability of the Group, and I will con-
sider restructuring measures, financial supports and any other measures that may be necessary 
and appropriate as part of a wider review of Shannon Group.  I will bring recommendations to 
Government in this regard in due course.  

It is my intention that the Company, including Shannon Airport, will be well positioned 
operationally to contribute to the post pandemic recovery, particularly given the importance of 
Shannon Airport to the economy of the Midwest region and indeed nationally.

In the interim it should be noted that there are currently no flight restrictions in place in 
Ireland and the operation of any route from Shannon is a commercial decision for airlines, in 
consultation with the airport and other stakeholders.

Aer Lingus entered into certain commitments at the time of its acquisition by IAG in 2015 
in relation to the operation of its London Heathrow slots.  These commitments are, however, 
subject to certain force majeure provisions, which are defined to include an “epidemic or pan-
demic”.  The reduction in Aer Lingus frequencies to London Heathrow is therefore in accor-
dance with these provisions. 

Aer Lingus has advised my Department that it will keep its schedule under review having 
regard to the changing circumstances.

30/07/2020WRH04100Olympic Games

30/07/2020WRH04200202. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures that are being undertaken to prepare Irish athletes for the 2021 Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games in Tokyo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19698/20]

30/07/2020WRH04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes.  

Due to the work of Sport Ireland and the NGBs our high performance athletes have already 
been back training since the 8th of June.  I have additionally referred the Deputy’s question 
to Sport Ireland for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 days.

30/07/2020WRH04400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRH04500203. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consider-
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ation will be given to a refund scheme for families that have missed out on refunds arising from 
the booking of foreign holidays in summer 2020 and for which the airlines are still sending 
flights (details supplied). [19740/20]

30/07/2020WRH04600233. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to ensure that consumers are not out of pocket due to postponed or cancelled flights as a result 
of Covid-19 in cases in which travel insurance companies are refusing to reimburse them; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19810/20]

30/07/2020WRH04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 203 and 233 together.

As you are aware, current Government advice to people continues to be that non-essential 
travel overseas should be avoided, based on the advices of our public health experts.  Under EU 
Regulation 261, air passengers are entitled to a full cash refund within 7 days in instances where 
a flight is cancelled by an airline.  However, if a flight goes ahead and a customer does not use 
their ticket, they are not entitled to a refund.

Evidently the existing consumer protections and legal obligations on airlines and the broad-
er travel sector did not envisage the current circumstances of mass cancellations and stringent 
travel restrictions.  That has, not surprisingly, put the entire system under immense pressure and 
it is causing real difficulties for people and businesses.  I understand that the main Irish airlines 
have been offering the option to rebook in circumstances where a flight occurs but people are 
not able to present because of Government advice.  That said, I am mindful that the options put 
forward by airlines may not be fair or workable for customers in all instances.  

I know it is an issue that my colleague Minister of State Hildegarde Naughton has identified 
as requiring further engagement with the airlines and she intends to do so.  In continuing to con-
sider the measures around international travel at Government the matter of passenger rights will 
form a critical part of ongoing deliberations.

30/07/2020WRH04800National Driver Licensing Service

30/07/2020WRH04900204. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason the National Driver Licence Service will only accept credit or debit card payment (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19809/20]

30/07/2020WRH05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.

I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

30/07/2020WRH05100Bus Services

30/07/2020WRH05200205. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
plans to roll out the new D4 and D5 Bus Éireann services in Drogheda and the enhanced 189 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19816/20]

30/07/2020WRH05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy will be 
aware that enhanced, improved and expanded public transport services across the country were 
announced last week as part of the Government’s Jobs Stimulus Plan.  Included in the Plan are 
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new public transport services for Drogheda and enhancement of the existing 189 bus service.  
Planning for the roll out of the new services and enhancement of existing services will be un-
dertaken by the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with the various operators, 
including Bus Éireann.

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

30/07/2020WRH05400Road Network

30/07/2020WRH05500206. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated full-year cost of increasing funding for local and rural roads by 10%. [20027/20]

30/07/2020WRH05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory 
responsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from Council’s own resources supplemented 
by State road grants, where applicable.  Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to 
Local Property Tax receipts, the four Dublin Councils are largely self-funding for works on 
regional and local roads since 2015 and my Department no longer provides grants to these 
Councils under the main regional and local road grant categories.

Details of the regional and local road grant allocations and payments to local authorities 
are outlined in the regional and local road grant booklets which are available in the Oireachtas 
Library.  Overall Department grant funding for regional and local roads in 2020 is €525 million 
and to increase this by 10% would require additional funding of €52.5 million.

For the Deputy’s information, an explanation of the purpose of the main road Regional and 
Local Road Grant Programmes is set out below:

Restoration Maintenance (RM): The purpose of the RM grant is to protect the structural 
integrity of the road by way of surface dressing through the sealing of the road surface.  The 
purpose of restoration maintenance is to maintain the asset before it requires improvement.   

Restoration Improvement Grant (RI): The RI grant programme is the main road strength-
ening programme and caters for surface restoration, pavement overlay works, complete road 
rehabilitation works and for drainage works where required. 

Discretionary Grant (DG): Councils have discretion in spending these grants for improve-
ment and maintenance works subject to selecting from a list of eligible works.  However Coun-
cils are requested to prioritise projects which involve strengthening works, remedying road 
defects, winter maintenance and drainage works.              

Bridge Rehabilitation (BR): This programme allows local authorities to apply for monies 
to undertake bridge rehabilitation works. 

Safety Improvement Works (BS): This programme allows local authorities to apply for 
monies to undertake safety improvement works. 

Community Involvement Scheme (CIS): The programme facilitates community involve-
ment in repair and improvement of roads.  

Drainage Programme: The purpose of this grant is to promote network resilience. 
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A pilot scheme has been implemented to provide assistance to local authorities specifically 
for the maintenance of Former National (FN) roads. 

Specific Grant and Strategic Grants: The Department no longer seeks annual applica-
tions from local authorities in respect of the Specific (road improvement schemes costing up to 
€5m.) and Strategic (improvement schemes costing over €5m.) grant programmes.  Instead it 
considers projects on a case by case basis taking into account the availability of funding and the 
outcome of project appraisals.

30/07/2020WRH05700Bus Services

30/07/2020WRH05800207. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated full-year cost of expanding rural transport options by increasing funding to LocalLink 
by 50%. [20029/20]

30/07/2020WRH05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The total alloca-
tion to Local Link in 2020 is €23.4 million, and percentage amounts can be calculated from 
this base.  Future funding levels for the Local Link will be subject to the annual Estimate and 
Budgetary processes.

30/07/2020WRH06000Tourism Industry

30/07/2020WRH06100208. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of businesses accredited and registered with Fáilte Ireland under the Tourist Traffic Acts; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20409/20]

30/07/2020WRH06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under the Tourist 
Traffic Acts 1939-2016, Fáilte Ireland has specific powers and functions regarding the registra-
tion and grading of tourist accommodation.  In accordance with the legislation, certain catego-
ries of accommodation are statutorily obliged to register with Fáilte Ireland and comply with 
approved regulations.  These categories are as follows:

- Caravan & Camping Parks;

- Guest Houses;

- Holiday Camps;

- Holiday Hostels;

- Hotels;

- Registered Self Catering Holiday Apartments;

- Registered Self Catering Holiday Cottages; and

- Youth Hostels.

Fáilte Ireland also maintain a number of voluntary listings outside of the mandatory regis-
tration categories.  The management of both of these is a matter for Fáilte Ireland and I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to them for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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30/07/2020WRH06300National Driver Licensing Service

30/07/2020WRH06400209. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that persons in County Wicklow whose driver licences have 
expired cannot make an appointment to renew their licence at the NDLS centre in Wicklow in 
view of the fact it is fully booked for appointments (details supplied); the measures that will 
be implemented to address the issue to ensure persons with expired licences will be accommo-
dated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20838/20]

30/07/2020WRH06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As you can appreci-
ate, Covid 19 has had a profound effect of the delivery of services.  The National Driver Licence 
Service (NDLS) has just resumed and is operating at around 60% of its pre Covid capacity to 
ensure that it complies with social distancing, occupational and public health requirements.

The NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing require-
ments and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers.  Therefore, all appointments 
must be booked in advance.  This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appoint-
ments.  The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is working with their providers to see how they can 
increase capacity while adhering to the return to work protocol.  Options under consideration 
include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. 

Any queries in relation to driving licences or urgent cases can be addressed to the NDLS 
customer service at 0761087880 or by emailing info@ndls.ie

30/07/2020WRH06600Legislative Measures

30/07/2020WRH06700210. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce legislation to allow cameras in bus and cycle lanes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20911/20]

30/07/2020WRH06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The success of bus 
and bicycle priority measures is an essential component in people moving from cars to more 
sustainable modes of transport, thereby reducing emissions and congestion.  It is therefore nec-
essary to ensure that we have the best possible system for enforcement of the rules on both bus 
corridors and cycle tracks, particularly in the context of BusConnects. 

Officials in my Department are currently engaging with the National Transport Authority 
and other stakeholders to see how this can best be achieved.

30/07/2020WRH06900Greenways Provision

30/07/2020WRH07000211. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to extend or upgrade the Waterford greenway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19561/20]

30/07/2020WRH07100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Yesterday I an-
nounced funding of €4.5m to 26 Greenway Projects.  The funding was allocated under the 
Carbon Tax Fund 2020 and provides support for feasibility, planning and design for Greenways 
around the country.  I am pleased to confirm that funding of €80,000 has been allocated to Wa-
terford City and County Council for the extension of the Greenway to Dungarvan.
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Separately the National Transport Authority are providing funding to Waterford City and 
County Council to examine the potential to build a Greenway from Waterford to Tramore.  The 
NTA are also providing funding to extend the Waterford Greenway from Bilberry to the City 
Centre.  This work is ongoing.

30/07/2020WRH07200Football Association of Ireland

30/07/2020WRH07300212. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding that has been loaned to an organisation (details supplied) through Sport 
Ireland; the interest rate on this loan; the securities on the loan; his plans to make further funds 
available for financing the organisation through Sport Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19625/20]

30/07/2020WRH07400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Memorandum 
of Understanding signed on 30 January by the then Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
Shane Ross and the Chairperson of the organisation mentioned by the Deputy enables Sport 
Ireland to restore funding to the FAI of €2.9m per annum and to provide additional annual 
funding of €2.9m for football development up to 2023.  Sport Ireland is awaiting confirmation 
of the implementation of the various necessary reforms by the organisation before putting an 
agreement in place with the organisation in relation to the payment of this funding. 

In recognition of the importance of the continued operation of the Aviva Stadium, the MOU 
also provides for a repayable grant to the organisation of €7.6338 million towards the licence 
fee payable by the organisation for the Aviva Stadium up to 2022.

In April, a Memorandum of Agreement was entered into between Sport Ireland, the organi-
sation, and New Stadium DAC – the company which operates the Aviva Stadium - for the dis-
bursement of the organisation’s licence fee to New Stadium DAC.  The Agreement outlines that 
a recoupable grant will be paid in instalments totalling €2,544,600 annually by Sport Ireland di-
rectly to New Stadium DAC on behalf of the FAI in each of the years 2020 to 2022.  This grant 
will be recoupable from the FAI from 2024.  As this is a repayable grant, no interest will apply. 

In April, Sport Ireland transferred €1,270,300 direct to New Stadium DAC, under the terms 
of the Memorandum of Agreement, representing 50% of the available grant in 2020.

30/07/2020WRJ00200Football Association of Ireland

30/07/2020WRJ00300213. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a timeline of events from 1 July 2019 to 31 January 2020 in the context of the 
GRC recommendations regarding the split of the board of an organisation (details supplied); 
the details of the consultations with his predecessor regarding the change; if he is satisfied with 
the outcomes to date of the change; his plans to make changes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19626/20]

30/07/2020WRJ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I wish to refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Question No. 205 of Tuesday 28th July, which I have copied below for 
the Deputy’s information.

In addition, as I informed in my reply to Question No. 179 of last Tuesday, the Minister for 
Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht Catherine Martin and the Minister of 
State with responsibility for Sport Jack Chambers met with the Board of the association men-
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tioned by the Deputy on 27 July to confirm that they would not reopen for discussion any part 
of the MOU agreed by the previous Government. 

Reply to Question No. 205 of 28 July 2020 

As the Deputy will be aware, the importance of independent directors is a key principle of 
good corporate governance and is a requirement in the Governance Code for Sporting Bodies 
overseen by Sport Ireland. It is important to recognise that successive governance reviews of 
the association referred to by the Deputy, dating back to 2002, recommended that a number of 
independent directors be appointed to the association’s Board. It is regrettable that this was not 
implemented prior to last year when the association found itself in a profound crisis of gover-
nance. The Deputy is correct that the governance review commissioned by Sport Ireland and 
the association in question recommended that 4 independent directors, including an indepen-
dent Chairperson, would be appointed to the association’s Board, together with 8 directors ap-
pointed from within the association’s governance structure. This recommendation was accepted 
by the association and the rulebook, memorandum and articles of association were amended 
accordingly.

Between November 2019 and January of this year, the then Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport Shane Ross and the then Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Tourism 
and Sport Brendan Griffin, T.D. met on a number of occasions with delegations from the Board 
of the association concerned who were seeking emergency financial assistance to stave off 
the looming threat of insolvency. In January, the then Ministers informed the Board that any 
additional funding would be conditional on the association committing to further governance 
reforms, which would extend beyond the recommendations of the 2019 governance review, 
including a commitment to appoint additional independent directors. The Ministers made it 
clear that such conditionality was essential given that auditors instructed by Sport Ireland had 
found that the association was not fit to receive public funds. The Ministers advised that, as the 
State was being asked to provide a multi-annual funding commitment outside of the normal 
grant scheme for funding sporting bodies, a Government decision was required to authorise the 
Minister to make available the level of financial support required to safeguard the future of the 
association and its 203 employees. In seeking the agreement of Government to enter a funding 
agreement with the association concerned, the then Minister Shane Ross confirmed to his Cabi-
net colleagues that the association would be required to accept and fulfil a range of additional 
governance and financial control reforms in order to access Government funding. On that basis, 
the Minister was granted authority by the Government and duly signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the Chairperson of the association on 30 January.

Officials in my Department will provide the Deputy with a full schedule of the then Minis-
ters’ meetings with the Board of the association as well as copies of all correspondence between 
the Ministers and the association during the period in question.

I would like to confirm to the Deputy that the Government is fully committed to the MOU 
signed by my predecessor and, as my colleagues Minister Martin and Minister Calleary have 
confirmed in writing, we have no intention of renegotiating the terms of the MOU. I recognise 
that the governance changes required in the MOU go further than the requirements of the Sport 
Ireland Governance Code or the recommendations of the association’s 2019 governance re-
view. However, these conditions are essential to restore public confidence in the association, to 
safeguard the very considerable public funds which are to be disbursed and to ensure there is 
no return to the dysfunctional leadership which led the association to the brink of insolvency.

30/07/2020WRJ00500Ministerial Correspondence
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30/07/2020WRJ00600214. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he, his 
Ministers of State or his advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Govern-
ment use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and 
corresponding documents immediately. [19645/20]

30/07/2020WRJ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan):  Neither Minister 
Hildegarde Naughton or her adviser have used private email for any form of official Govern-
ment use.

30/07/2020WRJ00800Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRJ00900215. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the meetings 
he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government, by date, in tabu-
lar form (details supplied). [19662/20]

30/07/2020WRJ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): A copy of my diary 
since my appointment as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and Minister for Commu-
nications, Climate Action and Environment is outlined below. Internal meetings have not been 
included.

Date Meeting
09/07/20 IEA CLEAN ENERGY TRANSMISSIONS   SUMMIT
10/07/20 INTRODUCTORY MEETING W/GERMAN   AMBAS-

SADOR
10/07/20 MEETING W/NGOS
10/07/20 CALL W/AVIATION TASKFORCE
10/07/20 CALL W/CEO AER LINGUS
14/07/20 GERMAN PRES ENV KICK-OFF VC
16/07/20 CALL W/PROF FITZGERALD
16/07/20 SDG UN EVENT
17/07/20 MEETING W/ATTORNEY GENERAL
17/07/20 MEETING W/DAA
21/07/20 MEETING W/NTA
21/07/20 MEETING W/SEAI
21/07/20 MEETING W/MARTIN FRASER
22/07/20 CALLS W/LIMERICK MAYOR, CC AND ACTIVE   

TRAVEL GROUPS
23/07/20 MEETING W/TII
23/07/20 MEETING W/CCMA
24/07/20 EU GREEN MINISTERS MEETING
24/07/20 MEETING W/IAA
28/07/20 MEETING W/MARC O CATHASAIGH T.D
28/07/20 MEETING W/WATERFORD MAYOR AND CC
28/07/20 MEETING W/FRANS TIMMERMANS
28/07/20 CALL W/MIN FEIGHAN
28/07/20 MEETING W/CORK MAYOR AND CC
29/07/20 MEETING W/MIN CATHERINE MARTIN
29/07/20 MEETING W/NGOS
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Date Meeting
29/07/20 MEETING W/SENATOR PAULINE   O’REILLY
My Ministerial colleague in the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Hildegarde 

Naughton TD, has held the following meetings:-

Date Meeting
10/07/2020 TASKFORCE FOR AVIATION RECOVERY 
10/07/2020 AER LINGUS 
10/07/2020 COMMISSION FOR AVIATION REGULATION 
14/07/2020 MR GRAHAM DOYLE 
14/07/2020 SHIPPING STAKEHOLDERS 
14/07/2020 PORT COMPANIES 
16/07/2020 WEST OF IRELAND OIREACHTAS DELEGATION   
17/07/2020 DUBLIN AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
21/07/2020 MR GRAHAM DOYLE
21/07/2020 SHANNON GROUP 
21/07/2020 KERRY AIRPORT 
21/07/2020 DONEGAL AIRPORT 
22/07/2020 IRISH TRAVEL AGENTS ASSOCIATION 
23/07/2020 COUNTY & CITY MANAGEMENT   ASSOCIA-

TION
24/07/2020 IRISH AVIATION AUTHORITY 
27/07/2020 RYANAIR 
28/07/2020 IRELAND WEST (KNOCK) AIRPORT  
28/07/2020 CORK AIRPORT 
28/07/2020 WATERFORD AIRPORT 

30/07/2020WRJ01100Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRJ01200216. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of 
same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19679/20]

30/07/2020WRJ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting 
out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advis-
ers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned three Special Advisers and Min-
ister Naughton has assigned one Special Adviser all of which will be formally appointed by the 
Government once the Guidelines have been approved. 
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The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; these rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRJ01400Sports Capital Programme

30/07/2020WRJ01500217. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a new 
sports capital programme will be launched in quarter 4 of 2020. [19685/20]

30/07/2020WRJ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Sports Capital 
Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports 
and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout 
the country. 

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. 

All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to appeal the Department’s deci-
sion. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a total of 122 appeals were sub-
mitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals was completed in April with 6 
new allocations approved.  

Following the finalisation of the appeals process, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
was undertaken. This Review is currently under consideration and a decision on the timing of a 
new round of the SCP will be taken after that.

30/07/2020WRJ01700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRJ01800218. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to make the Leap card available as a contactless payment application for smartphones; his 
further plans to cease using physical cards to reduce contact points in the context of Covid-19; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19691/20]

30/07/2020WRJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

30/07/2020WRJ02000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRJ02100219. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the names and 
salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to the Minister and each Minister of State at his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19729/20]

30/07/2020WRJ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting 
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out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advis-
ers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned three Special Advisers and Min-
ister Naughton has assigned one Special Adviser all of who will be formally appointed by the 
Government once the Guidelines have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; these rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRJ02300Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles

30/07/2020WRJ02400220. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated amount that is set aside for 2020, 2021 and 2022 to assist with supporting and providing 
wheelchair-accessible taxi vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19734/20]

30/07/2020WRJ02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of 
the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector, including the administration of the wheelchair 
accessible vehicle grant scheme, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under 
the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

30/07/2020WRJ02600Rail Network

30/07/2020WRJ02700221. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of breakdowns of lifts that have occurred on the DART line, northern commuter line and 
Maynooth commuter line in 2020; the station and length of time the lift remained out of use, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19736/20]

30/07/2020WRJ02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

30/07/2020WRJ02900Covid-19 Pandemic
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30/07/2020WRJ03000222. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if it is 
mandatory for taxi drivers and their passengers to wear face coverings in line with other public 
transportation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19741/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03100231. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide clarification to taxi drivers on whether their vehicles are included in the announcement 
for the mandatory wearing of face masks on public transport. [19804/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03200289. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
mandatory wearing of face masks will be extended to passengers in taxis. [20958/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 222, 231 and 289 together.

Given the size of most taxis and other small public service vehicles (SPSVs), public health 
advice indicates that people travelling in such vehicles should wear face coverings.  Guidance 
on the safe use of face coverings is available on the gov.ie website.  Under existing regulatory 
provisions for the SPSV sector, drivers already have the right to refuse carriage to a passenger 
who does not comply with a “reasonable request” which, in the present circumstances, would 
include a request to wear a face covering. 

As the Deputy is aware, the wearing of face coverings on all mass transit forms of public 
transport has recently been made mandatory and my Department is now working with the De-
partment of Health, in consultation with the National Transport Authority (NTA), about extend-
ing the mandatory approach to include the SPSV sector.  The Deputy will also be aware that the 
Government recently decided to make mandatory provision for wearing face coverings in retail 
settings too.

In the meantime, compliance by passengers with the public health advice in relation to face 
coverings is being carefully monitored and, given the current situation and the public health 
advice, I would strongly encourage all drivers and passengers to wear a face covering while in 
an SPSV.

In addition to face covering, vehicle cleaning is also important, and guidance on this has 
been available to the SPSV industry and on the NTA website for the last number of months.

30/07/2020WRJ03400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRJ03500223. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if taxi 
drivers can block off the front seat of their taxis in an effort to maintain social distancing with 
their passengers even if their licence is for a four-seater vehicle; and if they do this, if there will 
be a penalty. [19742/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03600229. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to insurance companies seeking to have an engineer’s report carried 
on the car of taxi drivers who have installed a Covid-19 protection screen; if his attention has 
further been drawn to the fact that the drivers have to pay for the report but the engineer is cho-
sen by the insurance company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19796/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03700291. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if spe-
cific return-to-work protocols were issued to taxi drivers. [20960/20]

30/07/2020WRJ03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 223, 229 and 291 together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA), as the statutory regulator for the SPSV sector 
under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, has published information for the SPSV industry on CO-
VID-19 which includes guidelines in relation to the installation of temporary dividing screens.  
This information is available on the NTA’s website. 

Given the role of the NTA as regulator, I have referred the Deputies’ questions to the Au-
thority for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

30/07/2020WRJ03900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRJ04000224. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if each 
bus used by Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann is fitted with windows that can be opened by passen-
gers to allow proper ventilation. [19754/20]

30/07/2020WRJ04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day management and operational 
aspects of public transport - the individual operators are responsible for that, and in this case 
Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

30/07/2020WRJ04200Cycling Facilities

30/07/2020WRJ04300225. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing allocated to Cork City Council for the implementation of cycling infrastructure from 2010 
to 2019 and to date in 2020. [19787/20]

30/07/2020WRJ04400226. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consid-
eration will be given to increasing funding to Cork City Council over the term of the Govern-
ment to improve cycling infrastructure. [19790/20]

30/07/2020WRJ04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 225 and 226 together.

Since 2010 my Department has provided funding to the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
in relation to active travel infrastructure provided by Cork City Council.  Noting the NTA’s re-
sponsibility in this regard, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more detailed 
reply in relation to funding for cycling infrastructure provided to Cork City between 2010 to 
date.  Please advise my private office if the Deputy does not receive a reply within 10 working 
days.

This funding represents the vast majority of total funding provided by my Department to 
Cork City Council over the period; however, there were occasional, smaller, grants made di-
rectly by the Department, the data for which is being compiled by my Department and will be 
forwarded to the Deputy in line with revised Standing Orders.
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As the Deputy will be aware, the new Programme for Government – Our Shared Future 
sets out an ambitious and wide-ranging set of commitments in relation to walking and cycling, 
supported by an increased multi-annual budgetary allocation amounting to some €1.8 billion 
over the lifetime of the Government. This significantly increased funding will benefit cycling 
infrastructure across the country, including in the Cork City Council area. 

30/07/2020WRJ04700Cycling Facilities

30/07/2020WRJ04800227. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to a group (details supplied) and its campaign to connect Cork city 
hospitals through a cycle network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19791/20]

30/07/2020WRJ04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am broadly aware 
of the campaign referred to by the Deputy and am obviously aware that in recent weeks we have 
seen similar such campaigns and/or proposals put forward by many different people looking to 
re-orientate our streets toward pedestrians and cyclists. I very much support the prioritization 
of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport on our streets. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) is working with local 
authorities across the country to support them in their response to mobility challenges caused 
by the Covid-19 Emergency. The NTA wrote to all 31 local authorities, including Cork City 
Council and indeed Cork County Council,  to offer its financial and technical support and this 
support is being funded through my Department’s sustainable mobility investment programme. 
The approach taken was to engage with all local authorities to see what their requirements were 
and to grant aid in full various temporary intervention proposals, subject to those proposals be-
ing agreed with the NTA in advance of implementation. I know, and welcome, that both Cork 
City Council and Cork County Council have already availed of this support to introduce a num-
ber of measures in the city centre.

In addition under the July Stimulus an additional €82million has been announced to support 
pedestrians and cyclists in urban and rural Ireland in the coming months. The Stimulus pro-
gramme will further support local authorities across the country as they respond to the needs of 
local communities and businesses in the months ahead. Funding under the Stimulus programme 
must be expended by year end.

This week I met with both the City and County Council to discuss their mobility challenges 
and the supports available as referred to above. I was very much encouraged by the plans both 
Councils have with regard to improving active travel infrastructure and note that on Wednesday 
the City Council published details of further proposed improvements to that infrastructure in 
the city centre in the coming weeks and months. 

30/07/2020WRJ05000Football Association of Ireland

30/07/2020WRJ05100228. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the appointment of the Secretary General of the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform to the board of an organisation (details supplied); his views on the 
fact that funding to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has to be approved by that 
Department and that there is a perceived conflict of interest for the person concerned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19786/20]

30/07/2020WRJ05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The appointment of 
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independent directors to the board of the organisation mentioned by the Deputy is a matter for 
the organisation itself.  

A Nominations Committee was formed by the organisation to appoint independent direc-
tors to its board in line with one of the key recommendations of the Governance Review Group 
report. Sport Ireland was invited by the organisation to nominate two independent persons to 
this committee and a recruitment company was appointed by the organisation to assist with the 
selection of independent directors.    

Neither the Minister for Media, Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and the Gaeltacht Catherine 
Martin TD, the Minister of State with responsibility for Sport and the Gaeltacht Jack Chambers 
TD nor their officials had any role in the appointment of the Secretary General of the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform by the organisation as one of its independent directors.

The Deputy will be aware that the annual budget allocated for the sport subhead, along with 
budgets

for all other subheads within my Department’s Vote requires the approval of the Dáil as part 
of the annual Estimates process. 

  Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 223.

30/07/2020WRJ05400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRJ05500230. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to meet representative bodies of the taxi industry, not the National Transport Authority, NTA, 
to discuss financial supports for the sector in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. [19801/20]

30/07/2020WRJ05600290. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the meet-
ings he or representatives of the NTA attended with taxi driver representatives in respect of 
Covid-19. [20959/20]

30/07/2020WRJ05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 230 and 290 together.

I recognise the very difficult business environment that small public service vehicle (SPSV) 
operators have faced since the onset of the present COVID-19 pandemic. In view of the na-
ture of the present crisis and the central role of the National Transport Authority as statutory 
regulator, my Department’s engagement with the SPSV industry has focused primarily on the 
statutory-based Advisory Committee on Small Public Service Vehicles (commonly known as 
the Taxi Advisory Committee). The National Transport Authority has communicated regularly 
with individual SPSV operators in relation to the impact of COVID-19 on the SPSV industry. 
This approach to engagement with industry will continue for the coming months as the Depart-
ment and the NTA focus on assisting those who have stopped working return to work as the 
economy reopens and passenger demand for SPSVs returns.

As you will be aware the role of that Committee under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 is 
to advise the Minister in relation to issues relevant to small public service vehicles and their 
drivers. The views of the taxi industry are well represented on that Committee through mul-
tiple Committee members with representative functions and backgrounds and experience in 
the sector.  The legislation stipulates that membership of the Committee includes at least four 
persons “representing small public service vehicle and driver interests”. The current Commit-
tee exceeds that number with both drivers and taxi dispatch operators both represented. I would 
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encourage representative bodies of the taxi industry to work through this Committee and to en-
gage with the members of the Committee who have been appointed to represent SPSV vehicle 
and driver interests.

My predecessor as Minister, Shane Ross, met with the Committee in late June. It subse-
quently produced a report with recommendations on how to best assist SPSV operators recover 
from the impact of the pandemic. This report is currently being examined in detail and my 
Department is working with  counterparts across Government to ensure that SPSV operators, 
particularly self-employed owner-operators, are able to avail of current and forthcoming finan-
cial support measures to the greatest extent possible.

  Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 222.

30/07/2020WRJ05900Dublin Airport Authority

30/07/2020WRJ06000232. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the Dublin Airport Authority is attempting to change 
the payment of fees for airport taxi permits at Dublin Airport from payment in quarterly instal-
ments to a yearly payment; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that taxi driver 
representative bodies have not been engaged with regarding changes to the payment structure 
of airport permits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19806/20]

30/07/2020WRJ06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The issue raised is 
an operational matter for daa which has statutory responsibility for the management and op-
eration of Dublin Airport. I have therefore forwarded your question to the company for direct 
reply. If the Deputy does not receive a reply within ten working days, please advise my Private 
Office.

  Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 203.

30/07/2020WRJ06300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRJ06400234. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if private bus 
companies providing transit services can avail of the €10 million stimulus package for coach 
tour operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19894/20]

30/07/2020WRJ06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The July Stimulus 
Package introduced significant measures to help support businesses to recover following the 
devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis incIuding the employment wage subsidy scheme, 
the refund of corporation tax, the rates waiver,  and an increased restart grant.  However I  am 
aware of how badly impacted the coach tourism sector has been by the crisis due to the lack of 
international tourists and a fall in demand for local coach services. Accordingly, I have asked 
Fáilte Ireland to develop a Business Continuity Scheme to help these businesses through this 
very difficult period.  Fáilte Ireland will now engage with the sector to develop this scheme 
which has been allocated €10m in funding.

30/07/2020WRJ06600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRJ06700235. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has made contact with airline operators to ensure refunds are issued for persons who paid for 
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airline travel and then cancelled in view of public health guidelines and quarantine measures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19903/20]

30/07/2020WRJ06800256. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the en-
gagement he has had with airlines that will not be refunding passengers who are looking to 
cancel flights on the basis of public health advice and advice from the providers of travel in-
surance; if he has raised this with the aviation industry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20452/20]

30/07/2020WRJ06900261. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will meet airlines to ask for refunds for persons who cannot fly due to public health advice. 
[20547/20]

30/07/2020WRJ07000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 235, 256 and 261 together.

As things stand in law, air passenger rights are protected by Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004, 
which covers the rights of passenger in instances of cancellations.  However, if a flight goes 
ahead and a customer either cancels or does not use their ticket, they are not entitled to a refund 
under EU law.  

Evidently the existing consumer protections and legal obligations on airlines and the broad-
er travel sector did not envisage the current circumstances of mass cancellations and stringent 
travel restrictions.  That has, not surprisingly, put the entire system under immense pressure and 
it is causing real difficulties for people and businesses.  I understand that the main Irish airlines 
have been offering the option to rebook in circumstances where a flight occurs but people are 
not able to present because of Government advice.  That said, I am mindful that the options put 
forward by airlines may not be fair or workable for customers in all instances.   I know it is an 
issue that my colleague the Minister of State Hildegarde Naughton has identified as requiring 
further engagement with the airlines and she intends to do so.

30/07/2020WRJ07100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRJ07200236. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of local authorities that have availed of the technical and financial support offered in 
May 2020 by his Department to deliver improved walking and cycling infrastructure in the 
context of social distancing requirements and altered travel patterns; the local authorities that 
have availed of the funds; the size of the fund; and the length of time the fund will remain open. 
[19905/20]

30/07/2020WRJ07300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) is engaging with local authorities to provide 
support in delivering required infrastructure improvements such as providing additional trans-
port capacity and also facilitating social distancing in urban areas.

The NTA wrote to all 31 local authorities to offer its financial and technical support and this 
support is being funded through my Department’s sustainable mobility investment programme. 
The approach taken was to engage with all local authorities to see what their requirements were 
and to grant aid in full various temporary intervention proposals, subject to those proposals be-
ing agreed with the NTA in advance of implementation. 

In addition under the July Stimulus an additional €82million has been announced to support 
pedestrians and cyclists in urban and rural Ireland in the coming months. The Stimulus pro-
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gramme will further support local authorities across the country as they respond to the needs of 
local communities and businesses in the months ahead. Funding under the Stimulus programme 
must be expended by year end.

In relation to the number of local authorities that have accessed the NTA’s programme I 
have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply in relation to the matters 
raised.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/07/2020WRJ07400Driver Licences

30/07/2020WRJ07500237. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will take measures to ensure a person (details supplied) can renew their driver licence before 
the expiry date of same in view of the backlog to have licences issued; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19906/20]

30/07/2020WRJ07600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Currently, people 
under the age of 70 and those that do not need to provide any supporting documentation, can 
apply for a learner permit and/or a driving licence online provided they have a Public Services 
Card and a verified MyGovID account. Those that have a truck or bus category on their driving 
licence or learner permit cannot renew online, as supporting documentation is required.  

As you can appreciate, Covid 19 has had a profound effect of the delivery of services. The 
National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) has just resumed and is operating at around 60% of its 
pre Covid capacity to ensure that it complies with occupational and public health requirements.

The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins 
due to the social distancing requirements and in the interest of protecting the staff and custom-
ers. Therefore, all appointments must be booked in advance. This has led to an increase in 
the demand for appointments. The RSA is working with their providers to see how they can 
increase capacity while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options under consideration 
include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. 

Any queries in relation to driving licences or urgent cases can be addressed to the NDLS 
customer service at 0761087880 or by emailing info@ndls.ie

Driver Licences

238. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the issuing of driver licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19927/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As you can appreci-
ate, Covid 19 has had a profound effect of the delivery of services. The National Driver Licence 
Service (NDLS) has just resumed and is operating at around 60% of its pre Covid capacity to 
ensure that it complies with social distancing, occupational and public health requirements.

The NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing require-
ments and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers. Therefore, all appointments 
must be booked in advance. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appoint-
ments. The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is working with their providers to see how they can 
increase capacity while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options under consideration 
include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. 
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Currently, it is not possible for first time applicants to apply for a driving licence online , as 
supporting documentation is required. The RSA is continuing work to expand the online facility 
to accommodate all driving licence and learner permit application types. 

Any queries in relation to driving licences or urgent cases can be addressed to the NDLS 
customer service at 0761087880 or by emailing info@ndls.ie 

Driver Licences

239. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the issuing of driver licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19928/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Road safety is of 
paramount important.

It is an offence to drive unaccompanied without a full driving licence.

The current legislation does not provide that a learner with a learner permit and a certificate 
of compentency may drive unaccompanied.

Covid 19 has had a profound effect on the delivery of services.  The National Driving Li-
cence Services has resumed but due to social distancing and compliance with occupational and 
health requirements it is not operating at full capacity. It will take a period of time for services 
to return to normal. The Road Safety Authority is working with service providers to increase 
capacity and clear the backlog.

Road Projects

240. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
arrange for narrowing of the proposed study area for the M20 in view of the fact it is hindering 
and restricting a disproportionate number of persons and preventing planned development of 
the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19951/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Cli-
mate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and securing Exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject 
to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, 
TII is best placed to advise you on  the proposed study area for this proposed project.   

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Cycling Policy

241. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a bike 
life report will be compiled for other cities and regions of the State other than Dublin. [19990/20]
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Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I very much wel-
come the publication by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Sustrans of the Bike Life 
survey report for the Dublin Metropolitan Area, which I understand is the first time ever a report 
has been produced by Sustrans for a city / city region outside of the United Kingdom, albeit 
Belfast is included within its UK surveys. 

This Bike Life survey report demonstrates the health, economic and environmental benefits 
associated with cycling and, with the investment in cycling planned under this Government, I 
want to see even further increases in those benefits in the coming years. While this survey re-
lates to the Dublin Metropolitan Area, I think its findings echo throughout the country. Indeed 
the nationwide relevance of Bike Life’s findings can be seen in the most recent National Travel 
Survey as published on Wednesday which reiterated the finding that people want to see safer 
cycling routes developed.

It is clear to me, backed up by evidence such as that provided by Bike Life and the National 
Travel Survey, that people want to see more investment in walking, cycling and public transport 
– and that’s exactly what this Government plans to do in the next few years. 

In relation to whether the Bike Life survey might be extended to other Irish cities in future 
years I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please inform my pri-
vate office if you not receive a reply within 10 workings days.

Cycling Facilities

242. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20039/20]

30/07/2020WRK01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport I have policy and funding responsibility for the National Roads Programme.  Once 
funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the plan-
ning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  I understand from TII that:

- the default position, under TII’s design standards, is to construct a cycleway on all new 
Type 2 and Type 3 single and dual carriageway roads. Cycle facilities are not appropriate for 
motorways (Type 1 D/C); 

-   the N71 road cross section is single carriageway, with no hard shoulders.  There are no 
plans to widen or upgrade the N71 from Dinis towards Torc Waterfall Carpark, Killarney. There 
are significant obstacles to undertaking any works in this vicinity, given the Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and the National Park. 

However, I would encourage all local authorities, including Kerry County Council, to inves-
tigate all options for providing improved cycle facilities in their areas.

I shall refer the Deputy’s question to TII for further consideration and will request that TII 
contact the Deputy directly with any additional information.

Fáilte Ireland

243. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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amount available in adaptation grants from Fáilte Ireland; if his attention has been drawn to a 
delay in administering the grants to applicants; the date on which this service will be rolled out 
fully for applications; the number of staff working full-time on the project of adaptation grants 
at Fáilte Ireland; if his Department is and or will temporarily transfer staff to assist Fáilte Ire-
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20046/20]

30/07/2020WRK01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As part of the July 
Stimulus Package announced last week, a funding package of €26 million will be available for a 
Business Adaptation Grant Scheme to assist tourism and hospitality businesses with the costs of 
adapting their premises to meet public health requirements and making them safer for custom-
ers.  Fáilte Ireland is currently developing the scheme and I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to Fáilte Ireland for further details and direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you have 
not received a reply within ten working days.

Fáilte Ireland

244. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the extra 
funding provided to Fáilte Ireland in 2020, by funding area in tabular form. [20060/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Details of the an-
nual funding allocation provided by my Department to Fáilte Ireland is available in the annual 
Revised Estimates Volume (REV) published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and is available on that Department’s website. The subheads of relevance to Fáilte Ireland 
are E3, E6 and E5 (shared with Tourism Ireland) and further detail is available in the Agency 
Statement for Fáilte Ireland under Vote 31. Funding for the tourism agencies is the subject of the 
annual estimates discussion with the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform.

As part of the July Stimulus Package, additional funding of €20 million was provided to put 
in place a Business Adaptation Grant Scheme for tourism premises and a Business Continuity 
Scheme to assist the coach tourism sector impacted by the lack of international tourists.  Fáilte 
Ireland will administer both of those schemes.

Cycling Policy

245. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
cycling manual will be updated; the way in which investments currently being implemented are 
cost effective in view of the length of time since the update of the infrastructure guidance docu-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20181/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of cycling 
infrastructure and is also responsible for the National Cycle Manual.

The Deputy is aware that the National Cycle Manual was developed and published by the 
NTA in 2011 and is a very useful guide to best Irish practice in developing cycling infrastructure 
and was informed by experience elsewhere. 

In the context of significant infrastructure development I do not consider the time elapsed 
since its publication to be particularly significant; however, it is right to say it should be re-
viewed and updated as required.
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I am glad to say that this process will commence this year and I look forward to that review.

In terms of cost effectiveness of public investment, the Deputy will be aware that all public 
expenditure must comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code and all publicly 
funded cycling infrastructure projects are developed in line with those requirements.

Road Safety

246. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the statu-
tory obligations to be implemented prior to the return to school to assure safe routes to school 
in view of the fact that these were included in the Sustainable Mobility Programme 2010-2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20182/20]

30/07/2020WRK02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): It is unclear 
what statutory obligations the Deputy references in his question; however he can be assured 
that my Department is funding local authorities throughout the country to assist them with their 
response to the mobility needs of their local communities, including local schools where identi-
fied by the relevant local authorities.

In May, the National Transport Authority (NTA) wrote to all 31 local authorities to offer 
its financial and technical support in responding to Covid-19 mobility challenges and this sup-
port is being funded through my Department’s sustainable mobility investment programme. I 
am glad to say that positive outcomes of this technical and financial support are increasingly 
evident in a number of local authority areas and I hope to see even more positive developments 
in the coming weeks and months ahead.

In order to build upon the work already undertaken I recently announced a further €82 
million to support pedestrians and cyclists across the country in the coming months as part of 
the July Stimulus. This funding will further support local authorities as they assess the needs 
of their local communities, including local schools, and look to put in place new or improved 
infrastructure. Within the overall programme there will also be a specific initiative to support 
increased bicycle parking at schools which will hopefully complement infrastructure works 
supported by the broader programme in the wider community. 

I have no doubt the Deputy welcomes the supports announced and like him I very much look 
forward to re-orientating our streets toward walking and cycling, including for people walking 
and cycling to schools. 

In support of these current initiatives, I can inform him that my Department is undertak-
ing a review of sustainable mobility policy.  Over 250 submissions were received as part of a 
public consultation process held between November 2019 and February 2020 and these are 
currently being analysed.  I intend to publish a report of the public consultation process shortly.

I intend to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years that can provide a strate-
gic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable 
mobility programme.  The new policy statement will be informed by the review of the previous 
policy framework (known as Smarter Travel), submissions received during my Department’s 
consultation period and the views and recommendations of other relevant stakeholders and 
will provide a platform to advance the ambitions of the Programme for Government in the area 
of sustainable mobility, including active travel, and will replace the previous Smarter Travel 
policy, dating from 2009.
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Cycle to Work Scheme

247. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to expand the bike to work scheme or implement a similar scheme, in view of the fact that its 
limited nature excludes large groups including older persons, disabled persons, persons without 
citizenship, school-going children and carers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20183/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is 
aware, tax policy is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance in the first instance. In 
that regard I very much welcome his recent announcement of increased thresholds under the 
existing Cycle to Work Scheme as part of the July Stimulus package launched last week by the 
Government. The increases he is introducing are in line with the commitment made in the Pro-
gramme for Government in relation to the Scheme. 

In relation to the specific suggestion of the Deputy, and noting the Minister for Finance’s 
responsibilities in the area, I do not have any such current plans. I believe the issue can be con-
sidered more fully in the context of my Department’s review of Sustainable Mobility policy 
which is currently ongoing.  I intend that the new policy framework will provide a strategic 
backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable mo-
bility programme, including active travel.

Covid-19 Pandemic

248. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
instruct the National Transport Authority to establish a dedicated Covid-19 response unit for the 
taxi sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20222/20]

288. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a Co-
vid-19 response for taxis will be provided within the NTA. [20957/20]

30/07/2020WRK03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 248 and 288 together.

I recognise that from the onset of the Covid-19 Emergency and the introduction of restric-
tions as part of the necessary public health response, passenger demand for taxis and other small 
public service vehicle (SPSV) services fell considerably and many operators stopped working. 

In recognition of the challenges facing businesses, the Government put in place a range of 
measures to assist businesses during the current Covid-19 pandemic, including the Covid-19 
Wage Subsidy Scheme, the Covid-19 Restart Grant, and a waiver of commercial rates. Self-
employed owner operators of SPSVs may also avail of the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment.

Over the past few months, the National Transport Authority (NTA), which is the body under 
the aegis of my Department with statutory responsibility for regulating the SPSV sector, has un-
dertaken a number of measures to assist operators in the industry including waivers, facilitating 
temporary licence suspensions, interaction with the Insurance industry, and providing guidance 
to operators on cleaning and other ways to reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19.

At the present time, while the financial supports mentioned continue to be available, the 
focus now is on assisting those who have stopped working to get back to work as the economy 
reopens and passenger demand for SPSVs returns. My Department is in regular contact with 
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the NTA to monitor the impact that the reopening of the economy in line with the Government’s 
Roadmap to Reopening Society and Business is having on demand for SPSV services and to 
ensure that SPSV operators who have temporarily stopped working are well placed to return 
to work. There is no reason to believe that this work would benefit from the creation of new 
structures within the NTA and therefore there are no plans at present to ask for the creation of 
such structures.

Covid-19 Pandemic

249. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the MetroLink project; if Covid-19 has caused significant delays to the project; if the project 
is a priority for him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20294/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  In terms of status, I can assure the Deputy that the Programme for Govern-
ment - Our Shared Future prioritises plans for the delivery of MetroLink and I look forward to 
seeing the project progress during the lifetime of the Government.

In terms of any COVID-19 related impact on the project’s progress this year, the Deputy 
is aware that National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure, including the MetroLink project. Noting the 
NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more 
detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

Bus Services

250. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the planned eco-friendly bus shelters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20295/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for 
the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of bus 
shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

Departmental Staff

251. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an as-
sistant secretary general been appointed to oversee implementing walking, cycling and carbon 
reduction measures in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20296/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under the Public 
Service Management Act 1997, the assignment of responsibilities within a Department is the 
responsibility of the relevant Secretary General.
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 I can confirm that in my Department there is responsibility at Assistant Secretary level for 
sustainable transport policy and investment including walking, cycling and carbon reduction 
measures as well as public transport policy, services and investment.  A key focus within the 
portfolio is on overseeing the development of public and sustainable transport policy, services 
and investment, to enable the delivery of transport choice and support change to more sustain-
able transport options and contribute to carbon reduction.

Public Transport

252. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the alloca-
tion for public transport accessibility for persons with disabilities in 2018, 2019 and to date in 
2020 respectively; if additional funding will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20300/20]

30/07/2020WRK04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

Accessibility features, such as wheelchair access and audio/visual aids, are built into all new 
public transport infrastructure from the design stage. Newer systems such as LUAS are fully 
accessible. 

However, there are legacy issues in relation to older infrastructure and facilities, for ex-
ample our Victorian era railway stations. To address these infrastructural legacy issues, my De-
partment funds the Accessibility Retro-fit Programme which is managed by the NTA. The four 
year capital envelope for public transport announced in Budget 2018 included a multi-annual 
allocation of almost €28 million for the Accessibility Retro-fit Programme for the period 2018 
to 2021. 

The annual allocations under this four year Plan are €4 million in 2018, €7 million in 2019, 
€7 million in 2020 and €9.8 million in 2021. This ring-fenced €28 million in funding is a tre-
bling of the previous allocation for accessibility under the Capital Plan.

This funding facilitates the continued roll-out of the programmes to progressively make 
public transport accessible, including the installation of accessible bus stops, the upgrading of 
train stations to make them accessible to wheelchair users and the provision of grant support for 
the introduction of more wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs) into the taxi fleet.

In addition to funding under the Accessibility Retro-fit Programme, in 2020 a ring-fenced 
rail lift refurbishment / replacement programme was established by the NTA, with funding of 
€3.3 million in 2020.  The programme is to renew and replace life-expired lifts and lifts in poor 
condition, to ensure that the reliability and availability of lift access. Similar funding is envi-
sioned for next year.

My Department has also launched a review of sustainable mobility policy, which includes 
accessible public transport, and held a public consultation process, including a stakeholder en-
gagement event, between November 2019 and February 2020. I intend to publish a report of the 
public consultation process shortly.
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Public Transport

253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the stakeholders forum will be established for public transport; the intended make-up and remit 
of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20329/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the Programme for Government encompasses a wide and ambitious range of com-
mitments for public transport, one of which is the establishment of a national level forum in 
relation to public transport.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department has already been undertaking a review of 
sustainable mobility policy, which incorporates public transport and active travel.  In this con-
text the Department held a public consultation process between November 2019 and February 
2020, and included a stakeholder event in the course of that consultation.  I will be publishing a 
report of that public consultation shortly.  More broadly, the review work and the consultation 
will now be feeding into the development of a new statement of sustainable mobility policy 
that will replace the existing policy from 2009, Smarter Travel, and will set the framework for 
the Government ambitious plans for public transport and active travel over the coming years.  
Our Programme for Government commitment about a forum will be progressed in the context 
of that new policy statement.

Covid-19 Pandemic

254. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
ensure that the holders of annual taxsaver bus and rail tickets are compensated for the period 
of months when they were unable to access public transport due to the Covid-19 pandemic; 
the reason such compensation has not occurred to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20379/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.  The 
National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the regulation of fares in 
relation to public passenger transport services.  The NTA issued a press statement on 1 May last 
which provides an outline as to how customers of the TaxSaver monthly and annual public 
transport tickets are to be accommodated.  

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Sports Capital Programme

255. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will announce details of the Sports Capital Programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20450/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Sports Capital 
Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports 
and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout 
the country. 
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The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. 

All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to appeal the Department’s deci-
sion. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a total of 122 appeals were sub-
mitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals was completed in April with 6 
new allocations approved.  

Following the finalisation of the appeals process, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
was undertaken. This Review is currently under consideration and a decision on the timing of a 
new round of the SCP will be taken after that.

  Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 235.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

257. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Transport if 
the recent July stimulus package will include additional funding for the Boyne Greenway from 
Mornington, County Meath to Drogheda, County Louth and a greenway to the Brú na Bóinne 
centre at Newgrange, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20501/20]

30/07/2020WRK06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Yesterday I an-
nounced funding of €4.5 million to 26 Greenway Projects. The funding was allocated under the 
Carbon Tax Fund 2020 and provides support for feasibility, planning and design for Greenways 
around the country. I am pleased to confirm that funding of €750,000 has been allocated to 
Meath County Council for the Boyne Greenway.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

258. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
streams available from his Department arising from the July stimulus package to local authori-
ties for town centre pedestrianisation programmes; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20502/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I was delighted to 
announce a further €82million to support pedestrians and cyclists in urban and rural Ireland as 
part of Government’s July Stimulus. The Stimulus programme will further support local au-
thorities across the country as they respond to the needs of local communities and businesses 
in the months ahead and details are available on my Department’s website. Funding under the 
Stimulus programme must be expended by year end. 

The Deputy will also be aware that my Department has already, through the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA), been funding local authorities’ immediate response to mobility chal-
lenges posed by the COVID-19 Emergency and that a number of local authorities, including 
Louth County Council I understand, have accessed the technical and financial support offered 
by the NTA.

I very much welcome the fact that local authorities across the country are re-orientating our 
streets toward pedestrians, cyclists and public transport and I would encourage all local authori-
ties to avail of the funding now available.
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Bus Services

259. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
final plan of bus schedules proposed as part of the BusConnects programme have been agreed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20513/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for 
the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the BusConnects 
programme. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

Covid-19 Pandemic

260. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consid-
eration has been given to levies on airlines to discourage unnecessary foreign travel; and if so, 
the other statutory instruments on the aviation industry that will be considered or implemented 
to achieve this public health goal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20528/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The aviation indus-
try is one of the most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, and all airlines have seen severe 
depletion of revenue and are facing various degrees of financial challenge.

Given the current domestic and international situation, the safest thing to do is not to travel 
abroad. However, many people need to travel to and from Ireland to carry out essential func-
tions. There are also essential supply chains from overseas bringing food, medicines and other 
products to Ireland which are critical to our health and for economic activity. For these reasons 
international travel must continue to be facilitated.

The imposition of levies on airlines to discourage travel is not being considered at this time.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 235.

Driver Test

262. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will en-
courage the Road Safety Authority to meet with representatives of driving instructors to resolve 
issues in relation to test centres and the difficulties that instructors have in not been allowed 
access the main buildings during tests; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that similar 
issues in the UK have been resolved; if the matter of mandatory wearing of masks and provi-
sion of hand sanitiser will be addressed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20604/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is an opera-
tional matter for the Road Safety to answer directly.  

I have forwarded this query to the RSA for reply, and if the Deputy has not received a re-
sponse within 10 working days, I ask that she contacts my office directly.
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Departmental Staff

263. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently 
working in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and 
responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20626/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting 
out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advis-
ers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned three Special Advisers who will 
be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers.  These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

No civil service secondees have been assigned as part of my advisory team.

30/07/2020WRL00500Covid-19 Pandemic

264. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of passengers arriving here on a weekly basis from 12 March 2020 by country includ-
ing seaports and airports in tabular form. [20628/20]

265. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons travelling to and from the 15 green list countries on a daily basis between 21 
and 27 July by country, including sea ports and airports in tabular form. [20629/20]

30/07/2020WRL00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 264 and 265 together.

The Deputy may be aware that my Department compiles and publishes quarterly statis-
tics from our airports, which are available on the government website https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/0e1fd9-dttas-quarterly-aviation-statistics-snapshot/. Those statistics focus on all 
commercial movements and all passenger numbers through Ireland’s airports. Due to the out-
break of Covid-19 the Department has begun requesting statistics relating to passengers arriv-
ing in the State by the country of departure. Statistics in this regard including countries on the 
green list are currently available for passengers arriving in Ireland through the State Airports for 
the weeks 29 June to 5 July, 6 to 12 July and 13 to 19 July 2020 and are given in tabular form 
below. Statistics for the week 20 to 26 July are not yet available.  
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A breakdown of arrivals into Ireland by Irish residents returning home or foreign residents 
visiting Ireland is not available. All statistics set out below are provisional figures provided by 
the airport and are subject to change. 

The table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland through 
Dublin Airport. The figures do not include transfers

Country of Depar-
ture

29   June - 05 July     
2020

6   July - 12 July     
2020

13   July - 19 July     
2020

Austria 155 162 229
Belgium 499 527 678
Bulgaria 276 295 287

Canada 118 132 142
Croatia 198 257 357
Cyprus 25 31 63
Czech Republic 137 175 267
Denmark 213 246 325
Estonia 103 84 154
France 1,055 1,755 2,137
Germany 1,433 1,656 2,019
Greece 124 221 439
Hungary 272 333 458
Italy 748 881 1,324
Latvia 372 396 498
Lebanon 170 0 0
Lithuania 339 394 566
Malta 58 97 168
Moldova 355 231 345
Montenegro 4 14 66
Netherlands 1,708 2,020 2,041
Norway 0 0 64
Poland 1,444 1,634 2,020
Portugal 892 1,123 1,697
Qatar 307 254 314
Ireland 257 274 309
Romania 669 1,071 1,079
Slovakia 0 177 155
Spain 1,570 2,842 4,965
Sweden 30 75 202
Switzerland 333 435 590
Turkey 135 205 357
Ukraine 83 66 104
UAE 1,205 806 647
United Kingdom 6,795 8,742 10,743
USA 1,074 992 1,122
Total 23,156 28,603 36,931
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The table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland through 
Cork Airport. The figures do not include transfer passengers.

Country  of Depar-
ture

29 June - 5 July 2020 6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

France 90 104 120
Hungary 56 78 81
Italy 38 52 85
Malta 17 46 42
Poland 292 368 363
Portugal 25 56 101
Spain 225 284 450
Switzerland 0 42 38
United Kingdom 988 1,144 1,566
Total 1,731 2,174 2,846

The table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland through 
Shannon Airport. The figures do not include transfer passengers. 

Country of Depar-
ture

29   June - 5 July 
2020

6   July - 12 July 
2020

13   July - 19 July 
2020

Austria 20   15   30   
Barbados 0   7   0   
Canada 0   1   0   
Lithuania 43   63   70   
Poland 175   199   238   
Portugal 28   26   67   
Spain 93   151   332   
United   Kingdom 475   685   772   
USA 2   0   13   
Total 836   1,147   1,522   
In relation to ports, the Department does not have the level of detail requested by the Deputy 

with regard to passengers departing and arriving by Sea and passenger numbers by specific 
country of departure through Ireland’s ports are not currently available.  None of the ferries that 
travel to and from Ireland go to any of the 15 countries on the Green List.  The Irish Maritime 
Development Office has been providing statistics since the start of the COVID crisis on the 
number of passengers arriving and departing on a weekly basis by Corridor. The table shows 
the most up to date information on approximate number of passengers arriving   at Irish Ports 
each week from 30 March to 19 July. Please note that these figures account for passengers both 
arriving into and departing from Ireland’s ports. 

The Central corridor accounts for services to/from the port of Dublin to Great Britain. This 
includes sailings to Holyhead by Irish Ferries and Stena Line; to Liverpool by P&O Ferries and 
Seatruck Ferries; and to Heysham by Seatruck.  The Southern corridor includes routes to/from 
Rosslare- to Fishguard by Stena Line and Rosslare to Pembroke by Irish Ferries. The Conti-
nental corridor covers all direct services to/from Belgium, France, the Netherlands and Spain 
from Dublin, Rosslare and Cork. Passenger services go to/from Rosslare to France and Spain 
and from Cork to France.
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 March   
30-April 5

April 6-12 April   13-19 April   20-26

Central 1,524 1,533 1,873 2,205
Southern 337 215 293 244
Continental   633 586 529 552
Total 2,494 2,334 2,695 3,001
 April   27-May 

3
May 4-10 May 11-17 May18-24

Central 1,620 2,154 2,726 3,069
Southern 345 411 788 709
Continental   516 588 718 921
Total 2,481 3,153 4,232 4,699
 May25-31 June 1-7 June 8-14 June 15-21
Central 4,694 5,407 6,147 7,954
Southern 899 1102 1368 1345
Continental   904 1025 847 922
Total 6,497 7,534 8,362 10,221
 June 22-28 June29-July   5 July 6-12 July 13-19
Central 9,302 10,095 11,245 13,393
Southern 1485 2046 2796 3288
Continental   880 1453 1371 1618
Total 11,667 13,594 15,412 18,299
The CSO has also published monthly Air and Sea Travel Statistics up until the end of March 

2020. The latest figures available can be found at the following link:  https://www.cso.ie/en/
releasesandpublications/er/ast/airandseatravelstatisticsmarch2020/

Bus Services

266. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to ensure that adequate capacity is provided on a bus route (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20730/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  Day-to-day management and operational aspects of public transport are the 
responsibility of the individual operators - in this case Bus Éireann - in conjunction with the 
NTA

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to Bus Éireann for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

Ministerial Meetings

267. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times he has met with senior management at an airline (details supplied) since com-
ing to office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20736/20]
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268. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times he has met with senior management at an airline (details supplied) since com-
ing to office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20737/20]

30/07/2020WRL01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 267 and 268 together.

On 10 July, both Minister of State Naughton and I met senior managers from the airlines to-
gether with other members of the Aviation Recovery Taskforce. On that same day we both took 
part in a video call with the CEO of Aer Lingus. On 27 July, Minister of State Naughton had a 
video call with senior management from Ryanair 

Officials from my Department also maintain regular contact with both airlines.

Ministerial Meetings

269. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times he met with the senior management of the Dublin Airport Authority since com-
ing to office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20738/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that I have meet with the CEO and Chair of daa since coming to office and am fully 
aware of the challenges faced by the Company.  I met with the CEO and Chair specifically on 
17 July 2020 and participated in a videocall with the Aviation Recovery Taskforce on 10 July, 
in which the CEO of daa also participated.

Ministerial Meetings

270. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times he has met with the senior management of the Shannon Group since coming 
to office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20739/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I can confirm to 
the Deputy that I have had the opportunity to meet with the Shannon Group CEO since com-
ing to office.  Minister of State Naughton has also met with the CEO and Chairperson and is 
fully aware of the challenges faced by the Company, particularly Shannon Airport and Shannon 
Heritage.  I can also advise the Deputy that Minister of State Naughton also plans to travel to 
Shannon to meet again with the CEO and Chair of Shannon Airport next month. 

30/07/2020WRL02400Transport Policy

271. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) in relation to a commitment in the Programme for Gov-
ernment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20740/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister I 
have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to sustainable mobility and the 
Deputy will acknowledge that the Programme for Government – Our Shared Future makes a 
strong commitment to fundamentally change the nature of transport in Ireland.  To deliver on 
this will require a whole-of-system perspective across all modes of transport – including active 
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travel, bus, and rail. 

I welcome the Deputy’s support for the specific Programme for Government commitment 
he refers to in his question and look forward to his thoughts on best it can be delivered. The 
Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government states that the commitment will be 
developed through the Department of the Taoiseach and will be informed by a group of experts 
from the public service, academia, NGOs and the private sector. The work will also be informed 
by the experience of other jurisdictions that have already developed similar measures in recent 
years. I look forward to that work commencing and the development of the measures of wellbe-
ing and progress in due course.

At a policy level in transport, the primary objective is to embed long-term strategic transport 
planning and provide the type of longer term horizon required to deliver better outcomes. I think 
that objective complements very well the type of work envisaged through the development of 
new measures of wellbeing and progress as committed to in the Programme for Government.  

One jurisdiction that has developed similar such measures of wellbeing in recent years 
is New Zealand and I note that one of their ‘neighbourhood and environmental’ indicators is 
“ease of access to public transport”.  The multi-modal approach toward accessing accessibil-
ity explicit in that indicator captures very well the multi-modal approach adopted by the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) in its development of the first ever Transport Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035 and that multi-modal approach will again be evident in the 
NTA’s forthcoming review of the Strategy which, I understand, will commence later this year. 
The Strategy is a statutory document and its review will be conducted in line with the statutory 
requirements of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (as amended). In line with the com-
mitments given in the existing Strategy, I can assure the Deputy that the possibility of a heavy 
rail link to Navan will be reviewed by the NTA in line with its statutory obligations.

Taxi Regulations

272. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which a rural taxi driver that may be in an area with no phone or internet coverage will 
be able to operate electronic card payment machines (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20753/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of 
the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector, including regulations governing the use of card 
payment machines, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions 
of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

Departmental Contracts

273. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the payments 
for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20784/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department 
routinely published details of expenditure on external service on the Gov.ie website.

Details of expenditure since 2015 is available at the following link:
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https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/30ae9c-expenditure-on-external-services/

Road Tolls

274. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount collected by each of the TII road tolls and PPP toll road concessions operators in each 
of the past five years to date. [20787/20]

275. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount collected by TII road tolls and PPP toll road concessions operators in respect of moneys 
retained and or not collected by customers and or excess payments in each of the past five years 
to date. [20788/20]

276. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount paid in compensation to toll operators on national routes on which traffic levels have 
fallen below expectations in each of the past five years; and the estimated compensation due 
to toll operators on national routes for fallen traffic levels in 2020 due to Covid-19. [20789/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 274, 275 and 276 together.

 As Minister for Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I 
have responsibility for overall policy and securing Exchequer funding in relation to the Na-
tional Roads Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and management of 
individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. 

Matters relating to the day to day operations regarding national roads, including toll roads 
and the establishment of a system of tolls, are within the remit of TII.  More specifically, the 
statutory power to levy tolls, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into agreements with private 
investors are vested in TII under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended). 

Noting the above position, I have referred the questions to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Transport Policy

277. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans in 
place to ensure there is adequate and appropriate transport services for adults with disabilities 
to attend day care services when they reopen. [20850/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally and the development of an integrated, 
accessible public transport network. The NTA also has national responsibility for local and rural 
transport, including management of Local Link services.  

My Department has, and continues to fulfil its policy and funding role relating to transport 
for people with disabilities through improving access to public transport services.  Significant 
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improvements have been made in making public transport accessible to people with disabilities.  
For example, accessibility features, such as wheelchair access and audio/visual aids, are built 
into all new public transport infrastructure from the design stage and we are progressively mak-
ing older (legacy) infrastructure and services accessible. 

However, it would seem that the Deputy’s Question relates to the provision of dedicated 
door-to-door transport services, which would not be open to the public, in the way that public 
transport services are. Such dedicated (closed) services are outside the public transport remit of 
either my Department or the NTA.

Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRL04400278. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport  the 
arrangements for ensuring adequate contact and monitoring of travellers entering Ireland in 
respect of the need to restrict their movements; the personnel that will undertake this work; the 
number of staff being allocated.  [20867/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): A number of mea-
sures are being implemented to strengthen the process around follow-up with international 
passengers in relation to the public health advice to restrict their movements when entering the 
country.

It is envisaged that the new electronic passenger locator form system, which will replace 
the existing paper based system, will involve a text messaging facility with the capability to is-
sue daily reminders and public health information to persons required to restrict their move-
ment. The new electronic passenger locator form system is being developed by the Office of the 
Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO). 

The daa is working to set up a call centre on an out-sourced basis with the capacity to carry 
out follow-up calls to check on arriving passengers from non-Green List countries who are 
required to restrict movement for 14-days, i.e. to ensure they are staying where they said they 
would stay per the passenger locator form.  The full details of the call centre are currently be-
ing finalised, including the numbers of personnel required by the call centre to carry out this 
activity.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

279. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
provided to date under the €70 million funding package for sport during the Covid-19 crisis by 
date and association or organisation in tabular form. [20868/20]

280. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the national 
sporting organisations and associations that have signed up to the memorandum of understand-
ing to receive funding under the €70 million Covid-19 funding package. [20869/20]

281. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
ensure funding reaches schoolboy and schoolgirl soccer teams as part of the €70 million Co-
vid-19 funding package. [20870/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 279, 280 and 281 together.
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A funding package of up to €70 million was announced on Friday 19th June to support the 
sport sector, which has been significantly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The funding 
package will be administered by Sport Ireland, which is the statutory body with responsibility 
for the development of sport.  This funding package includes;

- Funding of up to €40m for the three main field sports organisations – the FAI, the GAA 
and the IRFU.  

- a Resilience Fund of up to €10m to support the National Governing Bodies of Sport,

- a Sports Club Resilience Fund of up to €15m to support clubs, and

- a Sports Restart and Renewal Fund of up to €5m. 

The funding will be administered by Sport Ireland and will be invested through new grant 
schemes with Sport Ireland’s recognised funding partners, i.e. National Governing Bodies of 
Sport, Local Sports Partnerships and other funded sporting organisations.   

Sport Ireland issued application forms for assistance under the grant schemes direct to fund-
ed bodies on Monday 27 July and hosted a meeting with funded bodies on Tuesday 28 July to 
outline the process.  The closing date for applications to be submitted to Sport Ireland from 
funded organisations will be 14 September. It is anticipated that an announcement of funding 
allocations will be made by Sport Ireland in October 2020, dependent on the level of applica-
tions received.

Sport Ireland will engage directly with the Football Association of Ireland in respect of grant 
funding for the association and football clubs under these grant funding schemes. 

In relation to the Deputy’s reference to a Memorandum of Understanding, the Covid-19 
funding support is being provided as grant funding by Sport Ireland and the terms and con-
ditions of funding will be notified by Sport Ireland to grantees. There is no proposal to put 
any MOU in place in relation to this funding. As the Deputy is aware, an existing MOU is in 
place wth the Football Association of Ireland in respect of a financial support package approved 
for it by the then Government on 30 January 2020.  

At a meeting on 27 July, my colleagues Minister Catherine Martin. T.D. and Minister of 
State Jack Chambers, T.D. confirmed to the Board of the FAI that it remains the case that the 
suspension of funding to the FAI will not be lifted until the Sport Ireland Board is satisfied that 
necessary progress has been made to implement the governance and financial control reforms 
set out in the aforementioned MOU.

Olympic Games

282. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention 
has been drawn to the financial struggles international athletes here are facing with the post-
ponement of the Tokyo Olympics to 2021; his plans to assist athletes as they continue to prepare 
to represent Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20926/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes.  

As the distribution of such funding, including funding for high performance, is a matter for 
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Sport Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask 
the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Sport and Recreational Development

283. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the actions 
he has identified and will implement to increase participation by women in sport; if additional 
funding will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20927/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to the Women 
in Sport programme.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

Sport and Recreational Development

284. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the actions 
he has identified and will implement to improve access to sport for those with a disability; if 
funding will be committed to in order to encourage such participation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20928/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes.  

I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Sport Ireland for direct reply in relation to actions it 
is taking to increase opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in sport and physical 
activity. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

The National Sports Policy 2018-2027 contains specific actions aimed at addressing the dis-
ability participation gradients. The actions that are planned will go a long way towards improv-
ing the situation and ensuring that opportunities exist for everyone who wants to participate 
in sport.   A Sport Action Plan which is expected to be published later this year will include 
specific actions in this regard.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

285. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if professional 
tourist guides will receive assistance during the Covid-19 pandemic in view of the difficulties 
the tourism industry is facing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20931/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The July Stimulus 
Package introduced significant measures to help support businesses and individuals to recover 
following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. The overall package of direct em-
ployment supports, cash grants, demand stimulation measures and tax reliefs will help tourism 
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businesses and people working in the tourism sector in the current challenging environment.  
In regard to professional tour guides, depending on their employment circumstances, I would 
expect that the provisions on income tax relief for the self employed and the new EWSS scheme 
could be of benefit to them.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

286. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if bed and 
breakfasts will receive assistance to adapt their premises during the Covid-19 pandemic, in 
view of the amount of funding they will have to spend to make their premises safe; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20932/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The July Stimulus 
Package introduced significant measures to help support businesses and individuals to recover 
following the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. To help businesses stabilise, reopen 
and reemploy their staff, enhanced direct grants will be provided from a revised ReStart Grant. 
This grant was increased and extended with an additional €300m in funding being provided. A 
number of businesses, such as B&Bs, not previously included in the scheme, are also now eli-
gible and funding for B&Bs from the revised Restart grant will be administered through Fáilte 
Ireland.

In addition  as part of the July Stimulus Package announced last week, a funding package 
of €26 million will be available for a Business Adaptation Grant Scheme to assist tourism and 
hospitality businesses with the costs of adapting their premises to meet public health require-
ments and making them safer for customers.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

287. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an exten-
sion is being considered of the short hop rail zone in view of the need to increase the use of 
public transport and to provide a financial break to commuters returning to work during the 
Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20933/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for regulating fares 
charged by public transport operators, and it is not within my legal remit to restructure public 
transport fares. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

        Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 289 answered with Question No. 222.

  Question No. 290 answered with Question No. 230.
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  Question No. 291 answered with Question No. 223.

Departmental Advertising

292. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being imple-
mented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; 
the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor advertising; the cost of 
consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21036/20]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The information on 
advertising costs requested is available on the Gov.ie website at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/30ae9c-expenditure-on-external-services/

My Department routinely published details of expenditure on external service on the Gov.
ie website.

House Prices

30/07/2020WRM01000293. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance his plans to deal with devel-
opers increasing the price of new build houses in recent days in view of the recent increase in 
the help to buy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19607/20]

297. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he will address an issue raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19926/20]

298. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he will address an issue raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19937/20]

300. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Finance if persons whose contractor 
has drawn down mortgages issued under the help to buy scheme are exempt from the increase 
provided in the July stimulus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20433/20]

302. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine a matter in 
relation to the help to buy scheme outlined in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20542/20]

303. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the reason for setting the 
cut-off points to the expanded scheme in the context of his recent announcement regarding the 
help to buy scheme; if he will consider striking a date that is more in harmony with the dates 
on which the State introduced work and travel restrictions in view of the number of persons af-
fected by the Covid-19 pandemic in a financial sense; and his plans to review the scheme in the 
context of a situation (details supplied). [20871/20]

30/07/2020WRM01600304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if persons (details sup-
plied) can submit details of their financial position in the current tax year in instances in which 
they cannot produce a historical view of their tax affairs in order to gain access in relation to the 
help to buy scheme; his plans to make amendments to the time frames requested of applicants 
to produce revenue details; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [19560/20]
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30/07/2020WRM01700331. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details 
of the decision on the setting of the cut-off points to the expanded help to buy scheme; if he will 
consider setting a date that is better suited with the dates on which the State introduced work 
and travel restrictions in view of the numbers of persons affected by the pandemic in a financial 
sense; and his plans to review the scheme (details supplied).  [20447/20]

362. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if an impact assessment has 
been undertaken with respect to the recent amendments to the help to buy scheme; if the level 
of support available to first-time buyers will be increased to the lesser of €30,000 or 10% of the 
purchase price, in particular with regard to the impact of the changes on house prices; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20841/20]

30/07/2020WRM01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293, 
297, 298, 300, 302 to 304, inclusive, 331 and 362 together.

The Help to Buy scheme (HTB) is designed to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit 
they need to buy or build a new house or apartment. The incentive gives a refund of Income 
Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, 
subject to limits outlined in section 477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA). 

Last week, I announced a temporary enhancement to the HTB for the remainder of 2020 as 
part of the July Stimulus Package.  It will provide for an increase to the maximum HTB relief 
available to €30,000 (up from €20,000), subject to certain conditions.  The decision to include 
this measure was mindful of the findings of two previous studies on the scheme carried out by 
Indecon Economic Consultants.  The later of the two studies (2018) found that the main driver 
of house prices was the mismatch between supply and demand rather than the existence of the 
scheme and that that following the introduction of the incentive there was a marked increase in 
supply which could be attributed in part to HTB.

The legislation to give effect to this increase is set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) 
(No.2) Bill 2020, which was published on 24 July 2020 and must pass through the various 
stages in the Oireachtas before it can be enacted.

In summary, the changes to the scheme provide that where applicants enter into a contract 
for the purchase of a new house or apartment, or make the first draw down of the mortgage in 
the case of a self-build property, during the period from 23 July 2020 to 31 December 2020, 
they will be eligible for increased relief under the HTB scheme to the lesser of: 

- €30,000 (increased from €20,000), 

- 10 per cent (increased from  5 per cent) of either the purchase price of the new home or, in 
the case of self builds, the completion value of the property, or, 

- the amount of Income Tax and DIRT paid in the four years prior to making the application.

Revenue are currently updating their systems to give effect to the enhanced HTB relief. 

Where applicants have made an HTB application with Revenue but believe they may sat-
isfy the requirements of the enhanced HTB relief, then, when the Revenue system is updated 
to cater for the new enhanced relief, the applicants may cancel their original HTB application 
and reapply to avail of the increased relief.  Revenue will be issuing further guidance on the 
enhanced HTB in due course. 

If a taxpayer is uncertain about whether he/she, or whether the particular contract that he/
she has entered into, satisfies the conditions to avail of the enhanced HTB relief, the taxpayer 
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should contact Revenue via the My Account online service giving full details of the specific 
circumstances including, where relevant, a copy of the contract in question. Each such case will 
be considered on a case by case basis by reference to its circumstances and the conditions that 
must be satisfied to avail of the relief. 

In relation to tax paid in the previous four years, as with Revenue refunds generally pay-
ments made under the Help-to-Buy incentive are refunds of tax paid (including DIRT) to the 
Irish Exchequer over the previous four years immediately prior to the application, this four 
year look back is standard for all Revenue transactions. In order to qualify for the Help-to -Buy 
incentive, an individual or couple must have paid tax in Ireland for at least one of the previous 
four years. There is no requirement that this be the most recent of these years. The incentive is 
scheduled to operate until the end of 2021, meaning tax paid in Ireland this year could also be 
eligible for subsequent refund under the scheme at a later date. 

It is important focus on the delivery of additional housing supply. With regard to actual 
housing completions this year, I am conscious that there is likely to be a significant shortfall in 
2020 as compared to the targets which were envisaged in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan 
for Housing and Homelessness. This temporary enhancement to the Help to Buy is intended to 
stimulate construction activity and help to get us back on track for the rest of 2020.

The date of the announcement of the changes (23 July) was chosen as it ensures a consistent 
approach on the issue of cut-off dates within the scheme since its inception on 1 January 2017 
(and backdated to the date of the original announcement on 19 July 2016).

In relation to the possibility of back-dating the measure; backdating the changes to a date 
before 23 July would not have any incentive effect for purchasers, self-builders or developers 
and consist of deadweight. Individuals who purchased new homes did so without the expecta-
tion of the additional relief.  Similarly, those who commenced the drawdown of mortgages in 
respect of self-built properties before 23 July would also not have expected the subsequently 
introduced additional tax relief to be available to them. Unfortunately, as with all time bound 
reliefs, there will always be those who just miss out on qualification. However, for the reason 
already mentioned, I do not propose to change the start date for the temporary enhancement to 
the scheme.

Carbon Tax Yield

294. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the annual revenue raised 
from the carbon tax in each year from its introduction up to 2019, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19613/20]

295. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated annual rev-
enue that will be raised from the carbon tax in each year from 2020 to 2025; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19614/20]

30/07/2020WRM02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 294 
and 295 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the annual receipts raised from Carbon Tax in each year from 
2010 to 2019 are published on the Revenue website at the following link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/excise/net-receipts-by-commodi-
ty.pdf. 
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Revenue has also advised me that forecasts for Carbon Tax receipts in each year from 2020 
to 2025 are shown in the following table.

Year €m
2020 500
2021 560
2022 560
2023 560
2024 560
2025 560
The forecast for 2020 is based on the expected receipts having regard to the fall in consump-

tion due to COVID-19 restrictions and my Department’s macro-economic projections from the 
April 2020 Stability Programme Update. The forecasts for 2021 to 2025 are based on normal 
annual consumption levels.

Mortgage Lending

296. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to assist homebuyers 
that are being refused drawdown of approved loans due to one or both borrowers being on the 
temporary wage subsidy scheme in view of the fact that refusal can see them lose both their new 
home and deposit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19779/20]

30/07/2020WRM02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I fully appreciate the difficul-
ties that people on the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme are experiencing in relation to mort-
gage applications and drawdowns.  The Central Bank has made it clear to all regulated firms 
that they must take a consumer-focused approach and to act in their customer’s best interests at 
all times, including during the Covid-19 pandemic, and that it continues to monitor this situa-
tion very closely to ensure that lenders are complying with this requirement.  

Lenders continue to process mortgage applications and have supports in place to assist cus-
tomers impacted by COVID-19. Indeed, the three main retail banks assured the Tánaiste, Leo 
Varadkar T.D., Minister McGrath and me at meetings on the 15th and 16th of July that they are 
considering applications and mortgage drawdowns from customers on the Temporary Wage 
Subsidy Scheme on a case by case basis. The BPFI has published a Covid-19 support informa-
tion document which customers can consult, or customers can contact their lender directly, if 
they have any queries or concerns about the impact of COVID-19 on their mortgage applica-
tion.   

However, within the parameters of the regulatory framework governing the provision of 
mortgages, the decision to grant or refuse an individual application for mortgage credit is a 
commercial decision to be made by the regulated entity and it is not appropriate or possible for 
me to instruct lenders in that regard.  Also it may be the case that a loan offer from a lender may 
contain a condition that would allow the lender to withdraw or vary the offer if, in the lender’s 
opinion, there is any material change in circumstances prior to drawdown. In such cases, the de-
cision to withdraw or vary the offer is also a commercial and contractual decision for the lender. 

Furthermore if a mortgage applicant has paid a deposit for a property but is then refused the 
mortgage drawdown to complete the transaction, this is covered under the sale or conveyancing 
of property and is a matter that is generally governed by property and contract law and as Minis-
ter for Finance I do not have a primary policy function for the law relating to the conveyancing 
of property or in relation to the operation of private contracts.
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However, as the conveyance of property is usually a significant transaction it is likely that 
both the purchaser and seller of a property will employ legal expertise to advise, assist and pro-
tect the interests of their clients on the various legal, financial and other associated requirements 
at each stage of the property transaction. 

Regarding the regulations governing mortgage credit, the European Union (Consumer 
Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016, which transposed the Mortgage Credit Direc-
tive into Irish law, require lenders to make a thorough assessment of the consumer’s credit-
worthiness.  The assessment must take appropriate account of factors relevant to verifying the 
prospect of the consumer being able to meet his or her obligations under the credit agreement 
and must be carried out on the basis of information on the consumer’s income and expenses and 
other financial and economic circumstances which is necessary, sufficient and proportionate.  
The Regulations further provide that a lender should only make credit available to a consumer 
where the result of the creditworthiness assessment indicates that the consumer’s obligations 
resulting from the credit agreement are likely to be met in the manner required under that agree-
ment.  In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are 
required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of each borrower and in this regard I welcome the recent statement 
from the pillar banks that they will assess mortgage applications from people in receipt of the 
temporary wage subsidy scheme on a case by case basis.  

However, if a consumer if not satisfied with the way a regulated entity is dealing with his/
her mortgage application or drawdown then, under the provisions of the Central Bank Con-
sumer Protection Code, s/he can make a complaint to the lender.  If the consumer is still un-
happy with the position following the outcome of the internal complaints process, then s/
he can make a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO).  Clear 
information on how to make a complaint to the FSPO may be found at this link:   https://
www.fspo.ie/make-a-complaint/#:~:text=Contacting%20the%20FSPO%20about%20your%20
complaint&text=Phone%20us%20on%20%2B353%201,a%20complaint%20form%20by%20
post.

  Questions Nos. 297 and 298 answered with Question No. 293.

Help-To-Buy Scheme

299. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the help to buy scheme will 
be extended to second houses in view of the chronic shortage of new housing developments 
available to first-time buyers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20030/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 477C of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act of 1997 provides for The Help to Buy scheme (HTB).  HTB was initially announced 
on 19 July 2016 as part of the ‘Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness’ 
and was due to terminate on 31 December 2019. However, in Finance Act 2019, I provided for 
an extension of the scheme, in its present form, for a further two-year period up to 31 December 
2021. This extension aligns with the timeline envisaged for building more homes in Rebuilding 
Ireland. 

HTB has been the subject of two independent reviews: an impact assessment (2017), and a 
full Cost Benefit Analysis (2018), both carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants. 

The report of the impact assessment was published as part of Budget 2018 documents and 
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is available at the following link:

http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2018/Documents/HTB_Independent_Impact_Assess-
ment_Sept2017.pdf 

The report of the Cost Benefit Analysis was published on the day of Budget 2019, in the 
Department of Finance Report on Tax Expenditures, and is available at the following link: 

www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2019/Documents/Tax%20Expenditures%20Report%20Bud-
get%202019.pdf .

An increase in the supply of new housing is fundamental to resolving the housing crisis. 
One of the main aims of the policy underpinning the design of HTB was to help encourage the 
building of additional new properties. By restricting the scheme solely to new dwellings and 
new self-builds, it is anticipated that the resulting increase in demand for affordable new build 
homes will encourage the construction of an additional supply of such properties.  

If the scheme were also available for second hand properties, such an extension would have 
little or no effect on the provision of additional supply, and would consist primarily of ‘eco-
nomic deadweight’ in terms of incentive effect.    

Finally, it should be noted that taxation is only one of the policy levers available to the 
Government through which to boost housing supply.  Ireland’s past experience with tax incen-
tives in the housing sector strongly suggests the need for a cautionary stance when considering 
intervention. Given these considerations, there are no plans at the present moment to extend the 
Help to Buy scheme to second hand properties.

  Question No. 300 answered with Question No. 293.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

301. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the reason for reducing the 
temporary wage subsidy scheme to €203 from 17 September 2020; if employees will be better 
off on pandemic unemployment payment if their employers were without the resources to top-
up; if projections have been calculated as to the number of businesses that will be negatively 
affected or may close as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20449/20]

30/07/2020WRM03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) top rate of €203 which will come into 
effect from 1 September in the case of employers who previously availed of the Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) which will cease at the end of August.

The TWSS was introduced on 26 March to support firm viability and preserve the relation-
ship between the employer and employee insofar as is possible by subsidising a portion of 
the employer wage bill in circumstances where the employer’s business has been negatively 
impacted by the restrictions that have had to be introduced to stop the spread of the COVID-19 
virus.

When originally announced, it was expected that this measure would be in place for 12 
weeks until mid-June but recognising the novel circumstances surrounding the re-opening of 
the economy as well as the need to avoid the risk of forcing otherwise viable firms to close, the 
Government agreed that the TWSS would remain until the end of August.  

Many of the strictest public health restrictions on the economy have been eased so it is ap-
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propriate that the level of State subsidy be moderated, while also recognising that economic 
outputs are unlikely to return to normal for many businesses for much of the rest of 2020 be-
cause of the continued need to observe some requirements such as social distancing.  

Looking forward, the EWSS is an economy-wide scheme that will focus primarily on busi-
ness eligibility, delivering a per-head subsidy on a flat rate basis.  This adaption from the TWSS 
will allow employers to rely on the continuation of support over a longer period of 8 months 
while also ensuring such support is sustainable and affordable.

I would also highlight that the level of support being provided under the EWSS includes 
not only the subsidy amount itself but also the reduced Employers PRSI element which is also 
significant.  

Further, the position in relation to the EWSS does not affect any legal obligations that the 
employer may have to their employee as regards any terms, conditions or entitlements of their 
employment, including pay. It is based on the number of employees on the payroll and the em-
ployer is expected to make best efforts to maintain as close to 100% of normal income as pos-
sible for the duration of the subsidy period. As the economy continues to reopen, the capacity 
of businesses should also increase so that they can increasingly rely on their own resources to 
cover extra hours worked.

The key focus of this very substantial scheme is on supporting and helping to sustain busi-
nesses rather than on contemplating their closure.

  Question No. 302 to 304, inclusive, answered with Question No. 293.

Aviation Policy

305. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the way in which his Depart-
ment has used funds raised by the State from the sale of its stake in an airline (details supplied) 
the proceeds of which was to be used to establish a connectivity fund; his plans for investing 
remaining moneys into securing the future of airlines and airports in view of the importance of 
connectivity from the island of Ireland and in further view of the current crisis facing the indus-
try and airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19598/20]

30/07/2020WRM04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the first part of the Dep-
uty’s question, as indicated, the proceeds of the sale of the State’s shareholding in Aer Lingus 
have been used to establish the Connectivity Fund which is managed by the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF). The Connectivity Fund is being invested on a commercial basis as a 
sub portfolio of the ISIF fund, and consistent with the overall ISIF double bottom line mandate; 
i.e. investing for both commercial return and economic impact.

The ISIF have advised me that it has completed four investments under the Connectivity 
Fund, namely: 

- A $28 million co-investment in Aqua Comms DAC, a company that has developed fibre 
optic cables linking the USA, Ireland (Killala, Mayo) and the UK.

- A €35 million investment as a strategic domestic partner for daa plc long-term bond issu-
ance, supporting construction of a new runway at Dublin Airport. 

- Provision of a long term €14 million debt facility to finance a runway resurfacing project 
at Shannon Airport - a crucial regional and national infrastructure asset. This debt facility was 
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signed in early 2017 and the runway resurfacing project has been completed on time and within 
budget. 

- An €18 million Junior Debt facility to support the relocation of the Port of Cork from Tivo-
li to Ringaskiddy. The ISIF debt facility was provided alongside senior debt from Allied Irish 
Banks and the European Investment Bank and was structured to ensure certainty of funding for 
the Port Company. It also has tailored flexibility to meet the requirements of this nationally and 
regionally significant project.

These investments bring the total deployed under the Connectivity Fund to over €90 mil-
lion.

In relation to the second part of the Deputy’s question, the ISIF has established the Pandem-
ic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund to support medium and large enterprises in Ireland affected 
by Covid-19.  In accordance with ISIF’s statutory mandate any investments by this Fund must 
be on a commercial basis seeking an appropriate risk-adjusted return and economic impact 
from investments made.  In addition, the Government is providing extensive supports to small, 
medium and large businesses impacted by the pandemic, including supports such as the Em-
ployment Wage Subsidy Scheme, and tax deferrals.

Aviation Industry

306. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the number of direct employ-
ees of aircraft leasing firms in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular 
form. [19610/20]

30/07/2020WRM04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the in-
formation available at this time from tax returns is the number of people employed by aircraft 
leasing companies for the years 2016 to 2018. This information is set out in the table below.  

Information in respect of 2019 will be available when tax returns for that year are filed later 
in 2020. Tax returns in respect of 2020 are not due to be filed until 2021. 

Year Number of Employees
2016 2,229
2017 2,844
2018 3,038

Aviation Industry

307. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the number of audits carried 
out by the Revenue Commissioners of aircraft leasing firms in each of the years 2016 to 2019 
and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [19611/20]

30/07/2020WRM04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it aims 
to match its compliance intervention in any given case to the compliance behaviour exhibited 
by the taxpayer and thereby have regard to the nature and scale of risk. The interventions un-
dertaken by Revenue range from the less intrusive Aspect Queries through to Investigations for 
cases of suspected serious tax and duty evasion. Full details of Revenue’s suite of compliance 
interventions are set out in Chapter 2 Code of Practice for Revenue Audit and other Compliance 
Interventions.
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The following table shows the number and type of compliance interventions conducted and 
closed by Revenue in the Aircraft Leasing Sector in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020: 

Year Closed Aspect Query Profile Inter-
view

Audit Grand Total

2016 301 1 3 305
2017 309 2 4 315
2018 387 3 10 400
2019 304 3 3 310
2020* 115 1 3 119
Grand Total 1416 10 23 1449
 *as at 27.07.2020

The following table shows the number and type of Interventions currently ongoing by Rev-
enue on the Aircraft Leasing Sector at 27 July 2020:

 Aspect Query  Profile Inter-
view

Audit Grand Total

As at 27 July 
2020

160 2 10 172

Tax Data

308. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies 
with section 110 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 status in each of the years 2016 to 2019 
and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [19612/20]

30/07/2020WRM05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, as there 
is no legislative requirement for a company to notify the Revenue Commissioners when it 
ceases to be a section 110 company, it is not possible in the time available to physically deter-
mine the total number of such companies in each of the years specified.  However, the following 
information is available in respect of the number of Section 110 notifications received in each 
of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in the year 2020:  

Year Number of Notifications received
2016 478
2017 382
2018 471
2019 532
2020* 202
Total 2,065
*as at 27.07.2020

Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRM05300309. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if he, his Ministers of State and-or 
advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use since the forma-
tion of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and corresponding docu-
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ments immediately.  [19637/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Deputy Sean Fleming is Minister of 
State at my Department with responsibility for Financial Services, Credit Unions and Insur-
ance. Following the formation of the Government, and prior to the appointment of Deputy 
Fleming, Deputy Jack Chambers served as Minister of State with responsibility for Financial 
Services, Credit Unions and Insurance.

I wish to inform the Deputy that neither I, Minister of State Sean Fleming TD, nor my advis-
ers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use since the formation of 
the Government. During his tenure as Minister of State, Deputy Chambers did not use private 
email for any form of official Government use.

Ministerial Meetings

310. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance the meetings he and his Ministers 
of State have had since the formation of the Government by date in tabular form (details sup-
plied). [19654/20]

30/07/2020WRM05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that, as a 
matter of course, my diary is published on my Department’s website and contains details of all 
of my meetings and engagements.

The information is available via the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/collection/1cc374-minister-paschal-donohoe-tds-diary 

Mr Sean Fleming TD is Minister of State at my Department with responsibility for Finan-
cial Services, Credit Unions and Insurance. Following the formation of the Government, and 
prior to the appointment of Deputy Fleming, Deputy Jack Chambers served as Minister of State 
with responsibility for Financial Services, Credit Unions and Insurance.  Excluding internal 
Departmental meetings, details of meetings attended by each Minister of State are set out in the 
following table.

Details of meetings attended by both Deputies, excluding internal Departmental meetings:

Minister/Minister of State Meetings
Minister of State, Jack Chambers TD 14/07/2020 Interdepartmental meeting re: 

Insurance Commitments in the Programme 
for Government

Minister of State, Jack Chambers TD 22/07/2020 Meeting with the Attorney 
General

Minister of State, Seán Fleming TD 22/07/2020 Interdepartmental meeting with 
Alliance for Insurance Reform

Minister of State, Seán Fleming TD 23/07/2020 German-Irish Chamber virtual 
round table introductory meeting

Ministerial Advisers

311. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of his ad-
visers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same; and the date of 
commencement in their role. [19671/20]
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30/07/2020WRM06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that on 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment 
of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two persons to work with me 
as Special Advisers and those persons will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

Minister of State Sean Fleming has not yet appointed a Special Adviser.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRM06200312. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the names and salaries of his spe-
cial advisers; and the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in his Department.  
[19721/20]

30/07/2020WRM06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that on 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment 
of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two persons to work with me 
as Special Adviser and those persons will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

Minister of State Sean Fleming has not yet appointed a Special Adviser.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRN00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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30/07/2020WRN00300313. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if there is a formal pro-
cess for appeals for refusal of the temporary wage subsidy scheme payment from the Revenue 
Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19743/20]

30/07/2020WRN00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) was legislated for in section 28 of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020. The key eligibility criteria for the scheme are that:

- the business is suffering significant negative economic impact due to the pandemic, specif-
ically the employer must demonstrate to Revenue’s satisfaction that, by reason of the Covid-19 
pandemic and the consequent disruption to business, the employer’s turnover or business orders 
will be reduced by at least 25% for the period from 14 March 2020 to 30 June 2020; 

- the employees in respect of whom the wage subsidy is claimed were included on the em-
ployer’s payroll on 29 February 2020; and

- the February 2020 payroll submissions were submitted by the employer to Revenue be-
fore, in general, 15 March 2020 but recently extended, by concession, to 1 April 2020. 

The operation of the scheme is largely based on self-assessment principles.  Compliance 
with the eligibility criteria is fundamentally a question of fact.  Accordingly, there is no formal 
appeal mechanism as such provided for in the legislation. However, in the absence of such a 
mechanism, Revenue has taken a reasonable and pragmatic approach to the issue of disputes 
whereby, via their customer complaints procedures, aggrieved businesses can engage with Rev-
enue on the matter by providing supporting evidence and submissions setting out their rationale 
for inclusion in the TWSS.

30/07/2020WRN00500Tax Reliefs

30/07/2020WRN00600314. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of reintro-
ducing a tax relief on trade union subscriptions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19798/20]

30/07/2020WRN00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The following table sets out details of 
the cost of the tax relief for trade union subscriptions in the seven years immediately prior to its 
end, including 2010 (in which year, the measure cost some €26 million):

Year Cost (€ million) No. of  Claims    
2004 10.7 248,300
2005 11.8 272,100
2006 19.2 294,300
2007 20.7 316,300
2008 26.4 341,900
2009 26.7 345,800
2010 26 337,500
I am advised by Revenue that while these figures may not provide an accurate indicator of 

future costs of a new scheme, there is no other basis available to Revenue on which to estimate 
such costs.

30/07/2020WRN00800Value Added Tax
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30/07/2020WRN00900315. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost if the Rev-
enue Commissioners were to apply a zero rate of VAT to face masks using the European Com-
mission decision to allow goods to combat Covid-19 to be imported from outside the EU free 
of import duties and VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19799/20]

30/07/2020WRN01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I have outlined previously, the 
VAT rate changes implemented by Revenue following the European Commission Decision C 
(2020)2146, fully implemented the scope for zero rating imports of COVID-19 related goods 
permitted by the Decision and also implemented a corresponding temporary zero rating of 
similar, specified domestic supplies.  Any further extension of zero rating to cover supplies of 
medical equipment and/or personal protection equipment to other sectors and businesses would 
require a change in legislation at EU level; the VAT Directive would not permit a legislative 
measure for the application of the zero rate of VAT to such supplies and there are no grounds in 
the Commission Decision that would support the adoption of such a measure, even on a tem-
porary basis. 

30/07/2020WRN01100Tax Code

30/07/2020WRN01200316. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Finance the person or body responsible 
for stamp duty here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20109/20]

30/07/2020WRN01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance with section 137 of the 
Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999, all duties for the time being chargeable by law as stamp 
duties are under the care and management of the Revenue Commissioners.

30/07/2020WRN01400Help-To-Buy Scheme

30/07/2020WRN01500317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if the help-to-buy scheme 
will be extended to first-time buyers buying a second-hand property or home (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20149/20]

30/07/2020WRN01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): An increase in the supply of new hous-
ing remains a priority aim of Government policy.

The Help to Buy (HTB) scheme is specifically designed to encourage an increase in demand 
for affordable new build homes in order to encourage the construction of an additional supply 
of such properties.

If HTB were also available for second-hand properties, it would limit the incentive effect on 
the provision of additional supply. 

I have no plans to extend the Help to Buy incentive (HTB) to second-hand properties.

30/07/2020WRN01700State Claims Agency

30/07/2020WRN01800318. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the legal cases the State 
Claims Agency is currently handling on behalf of each Department; the stage they are at; the 
nature of the claim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20122/20]

30/07/2020WRN01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not possible for the State Claims 
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Agency to provide the information sought in the time available and, therefore, I will make ar-
rangements to provide the information to the Deputy in line with Standing Orders.

30/07/2020WRN02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN02100319. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount Ireland 
will contribute in total to the EU Covid-19 response recovery fund announced by the European 
Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20261/20]

30/07/2020WRN02200320. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount Ireland will 
receive from EU Covid-19 response recovery fund announced by the European Council; the 
amount that will be comprised of grants and loans, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20262/20]

30/07/2020WRN02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 319 
and 320 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 21 July 2020, Heads of State and Government reached 
agreement on the Post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and Next Generation 
EU, totalling €1.82 trillion. Difficult discussions took place over four days but the Government 
welcomes this agreement. It is a fair and balanced outcome and demonstrates that Europe can 
work collectively to deal with this once-in-a-generation crisis. Council conclusions set out the 
leaders’ agreement for the European Commission to borrow €750 billion, supporting Member 
States with €390 billion in grants and €360 billion in loans. Agreement was also reached on a 
new MFF from 2021 – 2027, totalling €1.074 trillion, which will support rural and regional de-
velopment, and the transformation of our economies in line with the climate transition, research 
and development, and digital agendas.

In May 2020, the European Commission produced a needs assessment underpinning the 
proposed Next Generation EU. In this needs assessment the European Commission estimate 
that Ireland’s contributions to the Next Generation EU package would be in the region of ap-
proximately €18.7 billion over thirty years and estimated that Ireland would potentially receive 
a total of up to €2 billion in grants, with a further €1 billion in loans available up to 2024 should 
Ireland decide to borrow same. The amounts in this needs assessment have been overtaken by 
European Council conclusions, as agreed by leaders on 21st   July although Ireland remains a 
significant net contributor to the recovery fund. 

We will need to see the European Commission’s official allocation for Member States, but 
at this point Ireland’s estimated grant allocation amounts to €1.278 billion made up of:

- €177m EAFRD allocation

- €204m React EU 

- €44m Just Transition Fund

- €853m Recovery and Resilience Facility (This is only 70% of the total amount available 
under this Facility, with potential additional grant allocation from the remaining 30% of the 
Facility to be allocated in 2023 – this could potentially be in the region of €300m)

Further receipts should be available to Ireland under competitively awarded programmes 
but amounts are difficult to estimate at this point.

In terms of loans under the NGEU, we estimate that Ireland could potentially avail of ap-
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proximately €1.4 billion. 

Exact contributions to the repayment of NGEU borrowing are yet to be determined (and will 
depend on whether new Own Resources are agreed) but are expected to be significant. At this 
time of crisis the Covid recovery funds are needed now, but will be paid back over 30+ years.

30/07/2020WRN02500EU Funding

30/07/2020WRN02600321. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount Ireland will 
contribute to the next EU multi-annual financial framework based on the agreement reached at 
the European Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20263/20]

30/07/2020WRN02700322. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount Ireland will 
receive across all programmes from the next EU multi-annual financial framework; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20264/20]

30/07/2020WRN02800323. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount Ireland will 
receive from each programme line of the next EU multi-annual financial framework as agreed 
by European Council in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20265/20]

30/07/2020WRN02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 321 
to 323, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 21st July 2020, Heads of State and Government reached 
agreement on the Post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and Next Generation 
EU, totalling €1.82 trillion. Difficult discussions took place over four days but the Government 
welcomes this agreement. It is a fair and balanced outcome and demonstrates that Europe can 
work collectively to deal with this once-in-a-generation crisis. Council conclusions set out the 
leaders’ agreement for the European Commission to borrow €750 billion, supporting Member 
States with €390 billion in grants and €360 billion in loans. Agreement was also reached on a 
new MFF from 2021 – 2027, totalling €1.074 trillion, which will support rural and regional de-
velopment, and the transformation of our economies in line with the climate transition, research 
and development, and digital agendas.

Ireland has been a net contributor to the EU Budget in 2014, and since then, this position 
has grown further. Ireland’s contributions to the Post-2020 MFF are expected to rise over the 
coming period from approximately €3 billion in 2021, to over €4 billion in 2027, an average 
of €3.5 billion per annum. We estimate that our receipts from the Post-2020 MFF will be in the 
region of approximately €2 billion each year. Data on actual EU Budget receipts are published 
annually in my Department’s Budgetary Statistics each Autumn for the previous year – 2021 
receipt data will be published in Autumn 2022. As such, at this point my Department does not 
have information regarding Ireland’s actual receipts for the Post-2020 MFF.

30/07/2020WRN03200Value Added Tax

30/07/2020WRN03300324. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of reducing 
the VAT for the tourism and hospitality sector from 13.5% to 9% for a full year based on VAT 
intake for the first six months of 2020. [20387/20]

30/07/2020WRN03400325. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the VAT collected from 
the 13.5% VAT levied on the tourism and hospitality sector in the first six months of 2020. 
[20388/20]
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30/07/2020WRN03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 324 
and 325 together.

I am advised by Revenue that VAT returns and payments are largely due two months in ar-
rears. I am also advised that the returns to do not separately identify payments at 13.5% (or at 
other rates). 

Exchequer VAT receipts are €5.3 billion for the first six months of 2020 but for the reasons 
stated, it is not possible to identify the share of this arising at the 13.5% rate from the tourism 
and hospitality sector.

Regarding Question 20387/20, I am advised by Revenue that based on analysis of its own 
data and of CSO information for 2019, and also taking into account my Department’s updated 
projections for VAT receipts in 2020, it is estimated that reducing the VAT rate for the tourism 
and hospitality sector from 13.5% to 9% for a full year could cost approximately €500 million.

30/07/2020WRN03700Insurance Costs

30/07/2020WRN03800326. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if there will be legislation 
brought forward to reduce insurance costs for businesses in view of the crippling cost of busi-
ness insurance [20397/20]

30/07/2020WRN03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Let me say at the outset that I am very 
much aware of the problems faced by many businesses in relation to the availability and afford-
ability of public liability insurance.  However, neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can 
direct the pricing of insurance products, and neither can we compel any insurer operating in the 
Irish market to provide cover to community groups or organisations, as this is a commercial 
matter for insurers.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for insur-
ance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules 
which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and condi-
tions of insurance products. In addition, the Government has no direct influence over award 
levels, as awards are a matter for the Judiciary.

As the Deputy will appreciate, there is no single policy or legislative fix to remedy the 
cost and availability of insurance issue.  Reforms have been made and we have seen some im-
provement in some aspects of the insurance market but what is now needed is for the ongoing 
reform measures to be implemented and to quickly bear fruit.  In this regard, the Programme 
for Government identifies a range of issues that the Government will prioritise so as to benefit 
consumers, including small businesses, as well as in the various community groupings and 
facilities throughout the country. This cross-Departmental insurance reform agenda, which I 
believe builds and expands upon previous work done by the Cost of Insurance Working Group, 
is a priority for this Government and in particular for my Department.  

In terms of addressing insurance premiums for small businesses, particularly those in the 
leisure sector, a necessary step is to bring the levels of personal injury damages awarded in 
this country more in line with those awarded in other jurisdictions. The establishment of the 
Judicial Council last December is very important in this regard, and it is expected that the Per-
sonal Injuries Guidelines Committee will submit draft Guidelines to the Judicial Council by 28 
October. The guidelines could play a role in the lowering of award levels and also could lead 
to a more consistent application of making awards in courts. Insurance Ireland has commented 
that if award levels come down so will premiums charged by its members. I believe that this is 
a very important commitment and this Government intends holding the insurance industry to 
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their previous statements in this regard.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasise that insurance reform is a priority for the Government 
and as noted above this is reflected in the Programme for Government.  This is an issue I, as 
Minister for Finance, along with my Departmental colleague, Minister of State Fleming, will 
focus on.  In doing so we will be cooperating with our Ministerial colleagues that will be par-
ticipating in the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment in terms of priori-
tising the commitments on insurance reform.

30/07/2020WRN04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN04100327. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of individual earn-
ers who do not qualify for the stay and spend initiative on the grounds that they have neither 
income tax nor USC liabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20407/20]

30/07/2020WRN04200328. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of individual earn-
ers who have neither USC nor income tax liabilities (details supplied).

Details; in similar format to that given in Tables 3 and 4 of Income Tax Strategy Group – 
19/03 Paper, published July 2019 [20408/20]

30/07/2020WRN04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 327 
and 328 together.

 The tables referred to by the Deputy in question 328, which is regularly used in Tax Strat-
egy Group paper on Income Tax (most recently in 2019), is based on data that is presently set 
out on page 3 of the Revenue Ready Reckoner at the following link: 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/
index.aspx .  

Attention is drawn to the caveat at the beginning of this document that makes clear that the 
costings shown are based on revised tax forecasts, that they are tentative costings and likely 
to be revised as further information becomes available particularly in the current economic 
climate.

This source table is re-produced here as follows:

Ready Reckoner  No. of Tax payer 
Units**

% of

Income   Tax*  440,400 18
 Standard Rate (20%) 1,120,700 45
 Exempt 911,100 37
USC* 8% rate 185,200 7
 4.5% rate 1,083,100 44
 2% rate 488,300 20
 Exempt 715,600 29
Paying   Neither In-
come Tax or USC

 715,600 29

Total   Income Earners  2,472,200  

*Shows the breakdown by the highest rate of Income Tax and USC paid by taxpayer unit.
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** Married persons or civil partners who have elected or who have been deemed to have 
elected for joint assessment are counted as one tax unit.

The figures in this table are subject to rounding to the nearest hundred.

In respect of question 349, based on the above data it is estimated that 715,600 taxpayer 
units will not have an income tax or USC liability in 2020 so it is possible that they may not be 
able to benefit from the Stay and Spend Incentive. However, I would highlight that this estimate 
is based on data that was published in May 2020 and is derived from Revenue’s tax modeller 
which is prospective in nature, based on the most recent tax return data (for 2017) modelled 
forward using the most up-to-date forecast data produced by the Department of Finance (April 
2020).

30/07/2020WRN04500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN04600329. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the deadlines by which quali-
fying expenditure must be submitted to the Revenue Commissioners using the mobile app un-
der the stay and spend initiative for a tax credit to be received by a person in 2021 and 2022, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20410/20]

30/07/2020WRN04700330. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the company awarded the 
public contract to develop the mobile app for the purposes of the stay and spend initiative; the 
cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20411/20]

30/07/2020WRN04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 
and 330 together.

I am advised by Revenue that qualifying expenditure in relation to the Stay and Spend tax 
credit will be submitted to Revenue using the RevApp. This information will then be used to 
prepopulate the individual’s tax return to facilitate a claim being made for this tax credit. All 
claims must be made within 4 years after the year in which the qualifying expenditure was 
incurred. 

The RevApp, which was launched in 2016, is a free mobile app, provided by Revenue to 
assist taxpayers to record and keep track of receipts for expenses. For example, it can be used to 
track health expenses and expenses relating to trading or rental income, and it can also be used 
for other documents.  Storing the receipts on the RevApp negates the requirement for taxpayers 
to keep paper copies of such receipts.

Revenue is currently in the process of redeveloping the RevApp and upgrading its technol-
ogy. This work, which is estimated to cost €72,000, commenced earlier this year.  The work is 
being undertaken internally by Revenue’s Information Technology Division and, thus, was not 
subject to a public procurement process. The development of an interface specifically for the 
Stay and Spend initiative will be a minor enhancement to work already in progress.

For the 2020 tax year, the Stay and Spend tax credit will be determined by reference to the 
qualifying expenditure incurred between 1 October 2020 to 31 December 2020. For the 2021 
tax year, the period during which qualifying expenditure may be incurred is 1 January 2021 
to 30 April 2021. Under the measure the maximum tax credit available in respect of 2020 and 
2021 is €125 per claimant, and €250 in the case of jointly assessed couples.  

Finally, I am advised by Revenue that they will issue detailed guidance material on this 
measure in the coming weeks. 
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  Question No. 331 answered with Question No. 293.

30/07/2020WRN05100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN05200332. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to set a maximum dura-
tion for individual companies availing of the proposed employment wage subsidy scheme; if 
a review and compliance audit will be included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20472/20]

30/07/2020WRN05300333. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans for a broader compliance 
and auditing of the proposed employment wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20473/20]

30/07/2020WRN05400350. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the number of compliance inspec-
tions for the temporary wage subsidy scheme; the number of Departmental staff who have been 
assigned to compliance duties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20490/20]

30/07/2020WRN05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332, 
333 and 350 together.

I do not propose to set a maximum duration for individual companies to avail of the pro-
posed employment wage subsidy scheme (EWSS). 

However, I would point out to the Deputy that the proposed EWSS legislation contains a 
number of important safeguards and flexibilities in so far as the scheme’s operation and effec-
tiveness is concerned.  I am required under the proposed law to monitor the scheme and to have 
economic assessments made every 2 months, having regard to data from the Live Register, the 
State’s receipts and expenditure, data relating to the impact of Covid-19 and the impact of Brex-
it in the event of there being no trade agreement with the UK.  Following such an assessment 
and following consultation with my colleagues, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form and the Minister for Social Protection, it is my duty under the proposed law to determine 
if the proposed expiry date of the EWSS requires extension, if the prescribed test for employer 
eligibility for the EWSS needs adjustment and, lastly, if the rates of subsidy and/or the income 
thresholds associated with the rates of subsidy need adjustment.  Where I so determine that one 
or more such actions is or are required, I will make the appropriate order or orders, which will 
be brought before the House for approval.

I should also point out that the proposed EWSS legislation requires that immediately at the 
end of each month, from August 2020 onwards, each employer availing of the scheme must 
carry out a self-review of its business circumstances.  Following such review, if it is manifest 
to the employer that it no longer will meet the eligibility test for qualification for the scheme, 
namely, at least a 30 per cent reduction in business turnover or customer orders in the period 
from 1 July to 31 December 2020 by reference to the corresponding 2019 period, then the em-
ployer must immediately cease claiming wage subsidy payments.

The administration of the EWSS will be placed under the care and management of Revenue, 
as was done with its predecessor, the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS). The Depu-
ty will be aware of Revenue’s ongoing compliance programme relating to the TWSS. While 
Revenue’s focus on the EWSS in its early stages will no doubt be concentrated on getting the 
scheme up and running and ensuring that all employers who are eligible for subsidy payments 
receive the payments quickly, I have no doubt but that Revenue will, in due course, undertake 
an appropriate employer compliance campaign relating to the EWSS.
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In relation to the Deputy’s queries on the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, I am advised 
by Revenue that, due to the number of employers involved, the compliance checks are being 
carried out on a phased basis over the next few months. To date, checks have been initiated 
on some 15% of employers availing of the TWSS, encompassing almost 40% of employees 
supported by the scheme. Revenue has also confirmed to me that approximately 600 staff are 
involved in the programme at this stage. 

I am further advised by Revenue that, to date, the response to the compliance checks has 
been very positive. Most of the employers contacted have provided a prompt and satisfactory 
response to Revenue’s information requests. As I advised the Deputy previously, a relatively 
small number of cases have been escalated to a more detailed examination by Revenue and 
these enquiries are ongoing. 

30/07/2020WRN05700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN05800334. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to protect the employment 
wage subsidy scheme from significant waste and abuse of funds in view of the warning from 
his officials regarding the temporary wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20474/20]

30/07/2020WRN05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The legislation contained in the Fi-
nancial Provisions (Covid-19)(No.2) Bill provides that certain elements, such as the turnover 
test threshold, may be revised in the event that there is an opportunity to make changes that 
minimise deadweight while also fulfilling the objective of supporting employment as well as 
enabling employers scale back up their business.

The new Section 28B subclause (6) that is introduced by Section of that Bill contains the 
specific provision that recognises that, as Minister for Finance I have a duty to monitor the 
EWSS and have regular assessment carried out to determine whether it is necessary to adjust-
ment the level of certain elements of the scheme, having consulted with the Minister for Social 
Protection and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform Public Expenditure and updat-
ing as appropriate by secondary legislation.  The specific elements are:

- the end date of the measure;

- the rate of subsidy and applicable income threshold per employee; and

- the turnover test to determine qualifying employers.

In additional, the legislation requires that immediately at the end of each month, from Au-
gust 2020 onwards, each employer availing of the scheme must carry out a self-review of its 
business circumstances.  Following such review, if it is manifest to the employer that it no lon-
ger will meet the eligibility test for qualification for the scheme, namely, at least a 30 per cent 
reduction in business turnover or customer orders in the period from 1 July to 31 December 
2020 by reference to the corresponding 2019 period, then the employer must immediately cease 
claiming wage subsidy payments.

Finally, the administration of the EWSS will be placed under the care and management of 
Revenue, as was done with its predecessor, the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS). 
While Revenue’s focus on the EWSS in its early stages will no doubt be concentrated on get-
ting the scheme up and running and ensuring that all employers who are eligible for subsidy 
payments receive the payments quickly, I expect that Revenue will, in due course, undertake 
an appropriate employer compliance campaign relating to the EWSS similar to the compliance 



Questions - Written Answers

190

exercise currently being undertaken in relation to the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme. 

30/07/2020WRN06000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRN06100335. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans for training or job transfer 
measures as part of the employment wage subsidy scheme as is included in the German scheme; 
his plans to ensure eligibility to the scheme is conditional on the production of agreed training 
and reskilling plans of each employee to improve the comparatively low rate of in-work train-
ing and increase productivity here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20475/20]

30/07/2020WRN06200336. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to protect existing workers 
from displacement or loss of income from the employment wage subsidy scheme; his plans to 
exclude temporary agency workers, those holding a work contract with another employer and 
trainees from the new scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20476/20]

30/07/2020WRN06300337. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure compulsory and 
conditional top-ups to the full amount of an employee’s pre-existing wage for those employers 
availing of the employment wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20477/20]

30/07/2020WRN06400338. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make access to the em-
ployment wage subsidy scheme conditional on respect for workers’ rights such as no outstand-
ing or unimplemented WRC adjudications of Labour Court recommendations, compliance with 
an ERO if applicable and commitment to collective bargaining and-or collective agreements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20478/20]

30/07/2020WRN06500340. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the measures that are being put in 
place to ensure employees in firms availing of the employment wage subsidy scheme are pro-
tected from economic dismissal; if employers availing of the scheme will be obliged to inform 
workers’ representatives and Revenue in the case of a planned dismissal; if they will lose the 
wage subsidy for such workers during the agreed notice period; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20480/20]

30/07/2020WRN06600341. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans for a clawback mechanism 
in cases in which an employer availing of the employment wage subsidy scheme makes over 
20% of staff redundant when using the scheme in circumstances in which the redundancies 
were not agreed with a recognised trade union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20481/20]

30/07/2020WRN06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 335, 
336, 337, 338, 340 and 341 together.

Section 2 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 makes provision for the 
introduction of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) which will ultimately replace 
the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS). Both schemes will run in parallel from 31 July 
2020 until the TWSS ceases at the end of August 2020. Employers who have already availed of 
the TWSS may make an additional claim for non-TWSS employees in the EWSS from 31 July.  
This is to provide additional flexibility in circumstances where employees were not previously 
eligible to be paid via TWSS, such as new hires and seasonal workers.  If applicable, some 
claims may be backdated for employees who have been paid from 1 July 2020.  

The EWSS is a stand-alone measure to support firm viability through an unprecedented 
enterprise environment and it is based on clear, objective criteria that may be determined by the 
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Revenue Commissioners.  

Concerns around manipulation of access to the EWSS have been addressed to the greatest 
extent possible and it is not appropriate to link qualification for the EWSS with matters that are 
more appropriate for employment law or training bodies.

The position in relation to the EWSS and the TWSS does not affect any legal obligations 
that the employer may have to their employee as regards any terms, conditions or entitlements 
of their employment, including pay, sick pay or pension schemes.

Subsection 2(6) of Section 2B of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 has 
safeguards in place. It states that except for bona fide commercial reasons, an employer can-
not access the EWSS if they have laid off a qualifying employee and replaced them with two 
or more qualifying employees who work less hours with the aim of increasing the number of 
qualifying employees so that they can get an increased subsidy payment.

Anything beyond that would be expressly outside of the remit of the Revenue Commission-
ers, but there are a sufficient number of bodies that deal with employment disputes in Ireland 
and where there is a high amount of expertise including the Workplace Relations Commission 
and the Labour Court. There are already checks and balances in place to ensure fairness to em-
ployees and employers.

Further, the proposed legislation requires that immediately at the end of each month, from 
August 2020 onwards, each employer availing of the EWSS must carry out a self-review of its 
business circumstances.  Following such review, if it is manifest to the employer that it no lon-
ger will meet the eligibility test for qualification for the scheme, namely, at least a 30 per cent 
reduction in business turnover or customer orders in the period from 1 July to 31 December 
2020 by reference to the corresponding 2019 period, then the employer must immediately cease 
claiming wage subsidy payments.

Finally, the administration of the EWSS will be placed under the care and management of 
Revenue, as was done with its predecessor, the TWSS. The Deputy will be aware of Revenue’s 
ongoing compliance programme relating to the TWSS. While Revenue’s focus on the EWSS 
in its early stages will no doubt be concentrated on getting the scheme up and running and en-
suring that all employers who are eligible for subsidy payments receive the payments quickly, 
Revenue will, in due course, undertake an appropriate employer compliance campaign relating 
to the EWSS.

30/07/2020WRO00300Mortgage Lending

30/07/2020WRO00400339. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to help retain 
lines of credit for mortgages to persons who will be availing of the employment wage subsidy 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20479/20]

30/07/2020WRO00500352. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken with the bank-
ing sector to ensure that it is retaining lines of credit for mortgages to persons (details supplied) 
who are on the temporary wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20492/20]

30/07/2020WRO00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 339 
and 352 together.

I fully appreciate the difficulties that people on the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme are 



Questions - Written Answers

192

experiencing in relation to mortgage applications and drawdowns.  The Central Bank has made 
it clear to all regulated firms that they must take a consumer-focused approach and to act in 
their customer’s best interests at all times, including during the Covid-19 pandemic, and that it 
continues to monitor this situation very closely to ensure that lenders are complying with this 
requirement.

Lenders continue to process mortgage applications and have supports in place to assist cus-
tomers impacted by COVID-19. Indeed, the three main retail banks assured the Tánaiste, Leo 
Varadkar T.D., Minister McGrath and me at meetings on the 15th and 16th of July that they are 
considering applications and mortgage drawdowns from customers on the Temporary Wage 
Subsidy Scheme on a case by case basis. they also assured us that they are taking a fair and 
balanced approach.

The BPFI has published a Covid-19 support information document which customers can 
consult, or customers can contact their lender directly, if they have any queries or concerns 
about the impact of COVID-19 on their mortgage application.   

However, as the Deputy is aware, subject to the parameters of the regulatory framework 
governing the provision of mortgages, the decision to grant or refuse an individual application 
for mortgage credit is a commercial decision to be made by the regulated entity and it is not 
appropriate or possible for me to instruct lenders in that regard.  Also it may be the case that 
a loan offer from a lender may contain a condition that would allow the lender to withdraw or 
vary the offer if, in the lender’s opinion, there is any material change in circumstances prior to 
drawdown. In such cases, the decision to withdraw or vary the offer is also a commercial and 
contractual decision for the lender.

Regarding the regulations governing mortgage credit, the European Union (Consumer 
Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016, which transposed the Mortgage Credit Direc-
tive into Irish law, require lenders to make a thorough assessment of the consumer’s credit-
worthiness.  The assessment must take appropriate account of factors relevant to verifying the 
prospect of the consumer being able to meet his or her obligations under the credit agreement 
and must be carried out on the basis of information on the consumer’s income and expenses and 
other financial and economic circumstances which is necessary, sufficient and proportionate.  
The Regulations further provide that a lender should only make credit available to a consumer 
where the result of the creditworthiness assessment indicates that the consumer’s obligations 
resulting from the credit agreement are likely to be met in the manner required under that agree-
ment.  In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are 
required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of each borrower.  The measures outlined above, which are designed 
to protect borrowers from being exposed to unsustainable mortgages, were introduced in re-
sponse to the experiences arising during, and since, the last downturn. 

However, if a consumer if not satisfied with the way a regulated entity is dealing with his/
her mortgage application or drawdown then, under the provisions of the Central Bank Consum-
er Protection Code, s/he can make a complaint to the lender.  If the consumer is still unhappy 
with the position following the outcome of the internal complaints process, then s/he can make 
a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO).  Clear information on 
how to make a complaint to the FSPO may be found at this link:

https://www.fspo.ie/make-a-complaint/#:~:text=Contacting%20the%20FSPO%20
about%20your%20complaint&text=Phone%20us%20on%20%2B353%201,a%20com-
plaint%20form%20by%20post.
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  Questions Nos. 340 and 341 answered with Question No. 335.

30/07/2020WRO00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRO01000342. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he received advice from his offi-
cials regarding the distributional impact of the stay and spend incentive; if persons in the lower 
tax bracket or higher income tax bracket are more likely to avail of the scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20482/20]

30/07/2020WRO01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In preparing the Stay and Spend Tax 
Credit measure, I received advice from officials in my Department and Revenue on a wide 
range of issues, including the number of persons that may be in a position to avail of the incen-
tive fully or partially.

The relief applies equally to all taxpayers regardless of whether they pay tax at the standard 
or marginal rates and the minimum level of expenditure to start to benefit from the incentive is 
€25. The credit will be off-set against the claimant’s income tax liability in the year of assess-
ment, after other allowances, deductions or reliefs have been given to the claimant. However, 
in order to maximise the number of potential beneficiaries of the proposal, the Bill provides 
that if the credit available to a claimant is higher than their income tax liability in the year of 
assessment, any excess credit may be off-set against their liability to USC in that same year. 
This credit can be used to reduce a claimant’s liability to income tax and USC in the year of 
assessment to nil.

30/07/2020WRO01200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRO01300343. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to attach eligibility condi-
tions pertaining to employment rights and conditions for employers availing of the stay and 
spend incentive; his plans for a sectorial oversight mechanism with the involvement of recog-
nised trade unions to ensure the effective implementation of this policy with respect to workers’ 
rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20483/20]

30/07/2020WRO01400344. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the status of his discussion with the 
Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation regarding the proposed eligibil-
ity criteria for the stay and spend incentive; his plans to end the effective employer veto of joint 
labour committees for the hospitality sector to ensure workers in businesses benefiting from 
the scheme are protected and fairly remunerated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20484/20]

30/07/2020WRO01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 343 
and 344 together.

The Stay and Spend Tax Credit is an incentive targeted at consumers.  It does not envisage 
a regulatory role in relation to the employer/employee relationship within the eligible service 
provider in so far as terms, conditions, entitlements and rights of the employment are concerned. 
The regulation of such matters is provided for in other legislation outside of the tax code. 

In relation to joint labour committees for the hospitality sector, my Department has been 
advised by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation that Joint Labour Commit-
tees are bodies established under the Industrial Relations Acts to provide machinery for fixing 
statutory minimum rates of pay and conditions of employment for employees in sectors where 
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union organisation is weak or non-existent, with relatively low pay. A Joint Labour Committee 
is composed of equal numbers of representatives of employers and workers in an employment 
sector. The process for setting up a Joint Labour Committee requires the co-operation of both 
sides of industry. A proposal that had not considered and heard the views of the employer side 
would be unlikely to survive a legal challenge.  Employees in the hospitality sector, like all 
workers in Ireland, are protected by a robust regime of employment rights.  

30/07/2020WRO01700Tax Reliefs

30/07/2020WRO01800345. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans for an enhanced corporate 
tax loss relief to provide additional liquidity supports for businesses; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20485/20]

30/07/2020WRO01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the re-
cently published Financial Provisions (Covid-19)(No. 2) Bill 2020 (the Bill) sets out the fiscal 
measures in the July Stimulus Plan and it follows from a range of COVID-19 financial as-
sistance provided in recent months. These include income supports, new or repurposed debt 
funding arrangements, temporary waivers of commercial rates and “warehousing” of tax debts. 
This Bill contains a series of immediate measures to support businesses and increase consumer 
confidence, thereby stimulating the economy to return to capacity as businesses and society 
resume activity in accordance with public health advice and Government decisions. The Bill 
was designed to use the available budget to benefit as many sectors as possible, as quickly as 
possible, and as simply as possible. 

It is in this context that section 11 of the Bill introduces a new measure to accelerate corpo-
ration tax loss relief, to provide cash flow support of up to €450 million for previously profitable 
companies that are now experiencing losses as a result of public health measures. It does this 
by allowing companies to estimate their losses for an accounting period containing all or part 
of the period March to December 2020. Companies may then make an early claim to carry back 
50% of those estimated losses for offset against taxable profits of the prior accounting period, 
which will generate an immediate refund of some or all of the corporation tax paid for that ac-
counting period. 

Under normal rules, this carry back would not take place until up to nine months after the 
end of the loss-making accounting period, when tax returns and accounts are filed. The new 
provision allows claims to be made (and revised if necessary) at any time from four months into 
the loss-making accounting period and up to five months after the end of that accounting period. 
This significantly accelerates the tax repayments to companies that can be generated from the 
offset of these losses against previously taxed profits. The balance of the loss will be available 
for carry back in due course under normal rules, when accounts have been prepared after the 
end of the company’s accounting period.

As this new measure is a temporary acceleration of an existing relief, there is no incremental 
cost to the Exchequer in the medium term. However, it will provide much needed cash flow 
cash flow support of up to €450 million in a relatively simple and straightforward manner, 
thereby helping viable and tax compliant companies to continue trading.

30/07/2020WRO02000Tax Reliefs

30/07/2020WRO02100346. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans for an income tax relief 
for self-employed persons to provide liquidity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20486/20]

30/07/2020WRO02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Financial Provisions (Covid-19) 
(No. 2) Bill 2020 contains a measure to provide for a new once-off income tax relief for self-
employed individuals carrying on a trade or profession who were profitable in 2019 but, as a 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic, incur losses in 2020.  A key objective of this measure is to 
provide a cash-flow boost to individuals carrying on a trade or profession as sole traders or 
members of partnerships. 

It will allow such individuals to claim to have those losses (and certain unused capital al-
lowances) carried back and deducted from their profits for the tax year 2019. This will reduce 
the amount of income tax payable in respect of those profits. Furthermore, because many people 
have paid preliminary tax for 2019 they will get a refund of tax which will be a cash flow boost.

Losses will be ring-fenced to the same trade only and the total amount of losses that can be 
utilised per trade will be capped at €25,000. Therefore, depending on the marginal rate of in-
come tax that applies to the self-employed person, the maximum cash-flow benefit per business 
will be either €5,000 (20% rate) or €10,000 (40% rate). 

The provisions also give an option to farmers who incur a loss in 2020 to step out of income 
averaging for the tax year 2020, notwithstanding that the farmer may already have stepped out 
of income averaging in one of the four preceding tax years.

Self employed persons may also be able to benefit from a number of the other non-tax mea-
sures contained in the July Stimulus Package announced last week.  

30/07/2020WRO02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRO02400347. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details relating 
to the issue of liability for income tax on employees availing of the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme; the way in which the liability for tax owed will be treated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20487/20]

30/07/2020WRO02500348. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details relating to 
the issue of liability for income tax on employees availing of the pandemic unemployment pay-
ment; the way in which the liability for tax owed will be treated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20488/20]

30/07/2020WRO02600357. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which tax liability 
outstanding for payments received through the temporary wage subsidy scheme will be col-
lected in cases in which the liability exceeds the value of unused tax credits for 2020; if that 
outstanding liability is to be collected against future tax credits; if so, the time period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20745/20]

30/07/2020WRO02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 347, 
348 and 357 together.

Payments made under both the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme are income supports and share the characteris-
tics of income.  Other income earners in receipt of comparable “normal wages” are taxable on 
those wages.  In the interest of equity, payments under the TWSS and the PUP are subject to 
income tax. Payments under the TWSS are also subject to universal social charge (USC), while 
the PUP follows the general taxation rule for social welfare payments and, thus, is exempt from 
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that charge.  Payments under both schemes are exempt from PRSI charges.

Neither PUP nor TWSS payments are taxed in real-time through the PAYE system, but a 
recipient of either payment may become liable for income tax and USC (for TWSS only) at the 
end of the year, which will be calculated by Revenue through the end of year review process.  

In cases where the tax liability for those payments exceeds unused personal and PAYE tax 
credits for 2020, the level of tax and USC due by the person may be reduced or eliminated by 
the amount of unused tax credits available to him or her at the end of the year. Any liability 
due may also be further reduced if the person has additional tax credits, for example health ex-
penses, to offset. Revenue has also very recently placed all recipients of TWSS payments or the 
PUP on what is known as the “week 1 basis” of taxation for the remainder of the year so as to 
“preserve” unused tax credits that can then be used to offset any income tax or USC liabilities 
that may arise at end year. 

I am advised by Revenue that the final calculation of the end of year tax liability for each 
person is dependent on a range of factors, including the person’s civil status, their available 
tax credits, the amount received under TWSS and/or PUP, any top-up payments made by the 
employer, as well as other entitlements and credits, such as health expenses.  Revenue has also 
assured me that if any tax and USC liabilities still arise at end year following the allocation 
of unused credits, it will work with its customers to collect the outstanding liabilities over an 
extended period.  This will be achieved by reducing their tax credits for future years, thereby 
minimising any financial hardship to the greatest extent possible. 

30/07/2020WRO02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRO03000349. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the number of employers that have 
returned payments made by the Revenue Commissioners under the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme since its inception; the amount in cash terms that has been returned to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20489/20]

30/07/2020WRO03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the Tem-
porary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) has provided financial support to over 65,000 employers 
in respect of almost 627,000 employees. The cost of the scheme to date is €2.17bn.

Revenue has also confirmed that 2,056 employers have returned TWSS payments amount-
ing to €27.3m since the commencement of the scheme. These numbers are up to and including 
27 July 2020.  

  Question No. 350 answered with Question No. 332.

30/07/2020WRO03300Departmental Data

30/07/2020WRO03400351. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance when the databank of his Department 
was last updated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20491/20]

30/07/2020WRO03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Databank website is updated on a 
monthly basis with both expenditure and taxation figures, along with the monthly Exchequer 
statement.

I understand the Deputy to be referring specifically to the Budgetary Statistics section of the 
site. Since the 2017 publication, the annual Budgetary Statistics document has been published 
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on the Department of Finance website, available at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/33c074-budgetary-statistics/

Going forward, I will ask my officials to look into updating the Databank so that these data 
can also be made available there.

  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 339.

30/07/2020WRO03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRO03800353. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to employees and employers being impacted by the temporary wage subsidy scheme (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20531/20]

30/07/2020WRO03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The legislation underpinning the Tem-
porary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) is contained in Section 28 of the Emergency Measures 
in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020. Of necessity, the legislation and the scheme itself 
were developed very quickly to support the urgent Government objective of getting much need-
ed assistance to employers and employees that have been seriously affected by the pandemic.  

The amount of subsidy payable to eligible employees is based on their ‘average revenue net 
weekly pay’ (ARNWP) for January and February 2020, as returned by the employer to Revenue 
through the real-time PAYE system. The ARNWP calculation is based on the number of insur-
able weeks within the January/February period.

On 15 April 2020 I announced a number of changes to the TWSS to ensure further support 
for workers on lower incomes and to allow employers to pay a higher level of top-up. These 
changes mean that more employees now receive a subsidy of €350 per week. 

Section 2 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 makes provision for the 
introduction of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) which will ultimately replace 
the TWSS. Both schemes will run in parallel from 31 July 2020 until the TWSS ceases at the 
end of August 2020. Employers who have already availed of the TWSS may make an additional 
claim for non-TWSS employees in the EWSS from 31 July.  This is to provide additional flex-
ibility in circumstances where employees were not previously eligible to be paid via TWSS, 
such as new hires and seasonal workers.  If applicable, some claims may be backdated for em-
ployees who have been paid from 1 July 2020.    

As with the TWSS, the purpose of the EWSS is to maintain the link between the employee 
and employer insofar as is possible.  It is therefore based on the number of employees on the 
payroll and the employer is expected to make best efforts to maintain as close to 100% of nor-
mal income as possible for the duration of the subsidy period. 

Looking forward, the EWSS is an economy-wide scheme that will focus primarily on busi-
ness eligibility, delivering a per-head subsidy on a flat rate basis.  This adaptation from the 
TWSS will allow employers to rely on the continuation of support over a longer period of 8 
months while also ensuring such support is sustainable and affordable.

The primary qualifying criteria is that the employer must be able to demonstrate that they 
are operating at no more than 70% turnover from July to December 2020 compared with the 
same period in 2019.

The level of subsidy the employer will receive is per paid employee:
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- For every employee paid more than €203 gross per week, the level of subsidy is €203

- For every employee paid between €151.50 and €202.99 gross per week, the subsidy is 
€151.50

- A nil subsidy is payable for employees paid less than €151.50 or more than €1,462 gross 
per week.  

A 0.5% rate of employers PRSI will continue to apply for employments that are eligible for 
the subsidy.  This represents a considerable saving for the employer in addition to the flat rate 
values above (up to 11.05% of the full wage paid).

The position in relation to the EWSS does not affect any legal obligations that the employer 
may have to their employee as regards any terms, conditions or entitlements of their employ-
ment, including pay. As the economy continues to reopen, the capacity of businesses should also 
increase so that they can increasingly rely on their own resources to cover extra hours worked.    

30/07/2020WRO04000Help-To-Buy Scheme

30/07/2020WRO04100354. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance the number of applica-
tions for the help-to-buy scheme for quarters 1 and 2 in 2020; the number of applications ap-
proved in the same period; the estimated annual number of recipients of the scheme in 2020 
and 2021; the estimated median payment under the scheme; and the estimated expenditure per 
year. [20544/20]

30/07/2020WRO04200356. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of recipients 
of the help-to-buy scheme in 2020; the median payment under the scheme; and the expenditure 
to date. [20631/20]

30/07/2020WRO04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 354 
and 356 together.

I am advised by Revenue that some 6,847 applications have been received for the Help to 
buy scheme (HTB) to date this year, for the period 1 January to 30 June 2020. In that same pe-
riod, some 2,490 claims were approved. 

Bearing in mind that HTB is a demand led scheme which is subject to a broad range of 
variables, including housing completion rates and prices, it is not possible to provide a reliable 
estimate of the annual number of recipients, the annual expenditure or the median payments 
made under the scheme for 2020 and 2021.

The estimated total value of approved HTB claims to date, for the period 19 July 2016 to 30 
June 2020, is in the order of €281.9 million. 

I am advised by Revenue that monthly statistics on the uptake of the Help to Buy (HTB) 
scheme are published at the following link: 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expendi-
tures/htb/htb-monthly.aspx. 

These statistics are updated to 1 July 2020. The available information includes a break-
down of the numbers of applications for the scheme, the numbers of recipients of refunds, the 
amounts claimed and the cost in each month.
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30/07/2020WRO04400Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRO04500355. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a sched-
ule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working in his Depart-
ment appointed and-or recruited and-or in an acting capacity; the roles and responsibilities 
attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20619/20]

30/07/2020WRO04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that on 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment 
of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two persons to work with me 
as Special Advisers and those persons will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

A breakdown of administrative staff seconded into the Department of Finance by grade is 
supplied in the table below. The staff in question operate in various roles with varying respon-
sibilities appropriate to their grade across the structures of the Department. Staff seconded into 
the Department of Finance retain their existing terms and conditions of employment. Please see 
table below: 

Grade Number PPC Standard 
Scale

PPC Higher Scale Non PPC Stan-
dard Scale

Non PPC Higher  
Scale

Principal Officer 1 €87,325
€107,399

€93,785
€115,051

€83,090
€102,159

€89,219
€109,430

Assistant Prin-
cipal

5 €67,659
€83,740

€74,068
€91,961

€65,356
€79,681

€70,490
€87,495

 There are also a number of specialists seconded from the NTMA but these are not on the 
Department of Finance payroll.

  Question No. 356 answered with Question No. 354.

  Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 347.

30/07/2020WRO04900Tax Data

30/07/2020WRO05000358. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of per-
sons that have benefitted from guidelines issued by the Revenue Commissioners under which 
the 183-day rule for tax residence has been relaxed in cases in which the person is prevented 



Questions - Written Answers

200

from leaving the State due to force majeure circumstances in the context of Covid-19; the esti-
mated cost of the guidelines in comparison to if they had not been issued; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20746/20]

30/07/2020WRO05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that an indi-
vidual’s tax residence position continues to be determined in accordance with the provisions of 
section 819 Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. In that regard, an individual’s tax residence status 
is determined by reference to his or her presence in the State during a particular tax year.  For 
example, an individual will be considered tax resident in the State if he or she is present in the 
State for:

- 183 days or more in a tax year; or

- 280 days or more in a tax year and the preceding tax year when taken together, with a 
minimum of 30 days in each year. 

An individual’s liability to Irish income tax is determined by reference to the source of his 
or her income and his or her Irish tax residence, ordinary residence and domicile status for a 
particular year.  

Prior to COVID-19, Revenue guidance stated that where an individual is prevented from 
leaving the State on his or her intended day of departure due to extraordinary natural occur-
rences or an exceptional third party failure or action – none of which could reasonably have 
been foreseen and avoided – the individual will not be regarded as being present in the State for 
tax residence purposes for the day after the intended day of departure, provided the individual 
is unavoidably present in the State on that day due only to ‘force majeure’ circumstances.  

Revenue’s interpretation of “force majeure” has been updated to consider those cases who, 
as a result of COVID-19, have had a departure from the State restricted directly as a result of 
the emergency situation.  In any case where a taxpayer relies upon “force majeure”, it will be 
necessary for him or her to be able to appropriately support this position (i.e. information/docu-
mentation in relation to how a departure from the State has been prevented due to restrictions 
in place).  This is likely to occur when an individual reviews their tax position for 2020 with a 
view to filing their 2020 return of income which is due by 31 October 2021.  

It is not possible to determine the number of individuals who have benefitted from the up-
dated Revenue guidance. Indeed, it is not possible to determine whether the additional time 
spent in the State will have materially affected an individual’s Irish tax residence position in 
any event.  For example, a relatively short period of additional days spent in the State is un-
likely to result in a non-resident individual being considered tax resident for a particular year.  
A non-resident individual may, however, continue to have a liability to Irish income tax to the 
extent they have Irish source income.  This is subject to the provisions of any relevant Double 
Taxation Agreement.

Finally, where an individual is present in the State in 2020, his or her tax residence posi-
tion should be determined on a self-assessment basis with regard to his or her presence in the 
State, while having regard to the “force majeure” position. The guidance on “force majeure” is 
included on the COVID-19 section of Revenue’s website - 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/communications/covid19/compliance-with-certain-
reporting-and-filing-obligations.aspx.   

30/07/2020WRO05200Tax Data
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30/07/2020WRO05300359. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons avail-
ing of the special assignee relief programme in 2019, disaggregated by salary in intervals of 
€10,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20747/20]

30/07/2020WRO05400360. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if persons availing of the spe-
cial assignee relief programme will be removed from the programme if found to be travelling to 
countries in contravention of the Covid-19 general travel advisory in operation by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20748/20]

30/07/2020WRO05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 359 
and 360 together.

I am advised by Revenue that Special Assignee Relief Programme (SARP) claimants in 
2019 are due to file their tax returns by 31 October 2020 (mid November 2020, if filing and 
paying through ROS).

The latest year for which data are currently published is 2017, which includes a breakdown 
of SARP claimants into salary bands for 2013-2017. This data can be found at the follow-
ing link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/research/statistical-
reports/special-assignee-relief-programme.aspx.

Revenue has also confirmed that it expects to submit the Annual Report on SARP for 2018 
to my Department in August 2020, which I will publish in due course.

In relation to SARP and the Covid-19 general travel advisory, there is no interaction be-
tween to two measures.

30/07/2020WRO05700Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRO05800361. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the payments for services or goods 
by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20776/20]

30/07/2020WRO05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has made no payments 
for services or goods since 2015 to the company named by the Deputy.

  Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 293.

Legislative Measures

30/07/2020WRP00300363. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of measures 
implemented in sections 10 and 11 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Bill 2020.  
[20842/20]

364. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated quantum of tax 
rebate due to sole traders or members of partnerships, disaggregated by intervals of €1,000, 
under the provisions of Section 10 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Bill 2020. 
[20843/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 363 
and 364 together.

Section 10 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Bill 2020 makes a number of 
amendments to the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 to provide for a new once-off income tax re-
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lief for self-employed individuals carrying on a trade or profession who were profitable in 2019 
but, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, incur losses in 2020.  

These provisions will allow such individuals to claim to have those losses (and certain un-
used capital allowances) up to a maximum amount of €25,000 carried back and deducted from 
their profits for the tax year 2019.  This will reduce the amount of income tax payable in respect 
of those profits.  

The provisions will also allow for claims for the relief to be made on an interim basis to give 
a cash flow boost to those taxpayers during 2020.  

Finally, the provisions give an option to farmers who incur a loss in 2020 to step out of 
income averaging for the tax year 2020, notwithstanding that the farmer may already have 
stepped out of income averaging in one of the four preceding tax years.  

The estimated cost of this measure is €150 million in 2020.

With regard to the Deputy’s question as to the estimated cost of the measure in Section 11 of 
the Bill, companies are already permitted to carry back losses against the taxable profits of the 
previous accounting period. Section 11 provides for a temporary acceleration of this existing 
relief, so there is no incremental cost to the Exchequer in the medium term. However, it will 
provide much needed cash flow cash flow support of up to €450 million in a relatively simple 
and straightforward manner, thereby helping viable and tax compliant companies to continue 
trading.

Insurance Coverage

365. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the outcome of the most recent 
discussions with insurance companies in relation to the need to honour claims for business in-
terruption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20872/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware that there have been many 
concerns expressed about how the insurance industry is responding to the needs of its business 
policyholders in these difficult times, including in terms of honouring business interruption 
claims. I have considerable sympathy for such policyholders.  However neither I, nor the Cen-
tral Bank can direct or require that insurers cover claims, including those resulting from infec-
tious diseases such as COVID-19. Furthermore, it is not a matter for the Government or Central 
Bank of Ireland to adjudicate on the validity of such claims.

Whether a business can make a claim in relation to loss of earnings because of closure due 
to COVID-19 will depend on the specifics of their policy. I have made it very clear as a general 
rule that insurers should not attempt to reject claims on the basis of interpreting policies to their 
own advantage.  I believe that insurers should engage with those businesses honestly, fairly and 
professionally to honour those elements of the policies covered, in line with the Central Bank’s 
Consumer Protection Code.  I retierated these points when I and Minister of State Fleming met 
with Insurance Ireland earlier this week. 

I understand, however, that many businesses do not routinely have infectious diseases cov-
ered as part of their standard policies.  In the case where infectious diseases are covered, there 
may be other considerations which will influence the decision of an insurer to not pay a claim. 
It is important therefore for businesses to engage directly with their insurer or broker on this 
matter, and where they believe an insurer has incorrectly rejected their claim, they should either 
consider referring the matter to the Financial Services Ombudsman (FSPO) for adjudication or 
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where their claim is in excess of the FSPO €3 million limit they may wish to consider legal ac-
tion. I understand that this is already happening in a number of cases.

The above said however, my officials and I have been engaging with the sector in an effort 
to get some much-needed certainty for business policyholders. On business interruption claims, 
I wrote to Insurance Ireland on 27 March and indicated amongst other things that:

(i) insurers should not attempt to reject claims on the basis of interpreting policies to their 
own advantage; and,

(ii) that where a claim can be made because a business has closed as a result of a Govern-
ment direction due to contagious or infectious disease, that the recent Government advice to 
close a business in the context of COVID-19 should be treated as a direction.

Insurance Ireland, on behalf of its membership, responded on 3 April and stated that it ac-
cepted both of my points. It did however indicate that each insurance policy is different and 
there may well be other factors which lead to the adjudication of whether a business interrup-
tion claim is valid or not, other than Government advice to close.  Following on from this cor-
respondence, I held a teleconference with Insurance Ireland, on 17 April, where I reiterated that 
some insurers, by adopting a “blanket” rejection of all business interruption claims, were doing 
the industry significant reputational damage and were not treating customers fairly.  

The Deputy should also note that the Central Bank of Ireland wrote to the CEOs of major 
insurers outlining its expectations of them in this crisis from a consumer protection perspective. 
This included the Bank’s belief that while most insurance policies are clear, if there is a doubt 
about the meaning of a term, the interpretation most favourable to the consumer should prevail. 
The Central Bank of Ireland is continuing to engage with the non-life insurance industry on 
these matters and will continue to closely monitor the situation to ensure that firms are meeting 
the expectations as previously set out.

The Deputy should be assured that Minister of State Fleming and I will continue to be ap-
praised on developments and will engage appropriately with the Central Bank of Ireland on the 
matter. This issue is recognised in the Programme for Government’s extensive cross-Depart-
mental insurance reform agenda, which amongst other things seeks to address consumer and 
business concerns on the cost and availability of insurance by building on the work of the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group.  

Finally, as noted earlier Minister of State Fleming and I met Insurance Ireland yesterday to 
talk about the Programme for Government insurance reform agenda matters and the need for an 
appropriate response from insurers including on the issue of business interruption.

Illicit Trade

366. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement addi-
tional measures to counteract cross-Border smuggling and illegal trade in products such as fuel, 
tobacco and alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20873/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The serious threat that illicit trade in 
tobacco, alcohol and fuel products poses to legitimate business, to consumers and the Exche-
quer is clear and I am assured that combating such criminality continues to be a Revenue prior-
ity.  Revenue and An Garda Síochána collaborate closely in acting against cross-Border fuel, 
alcohol and tobacco crime, and also cooperate with their counterparts in Northern Ireland under 
the framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force. This cooperation plays a key role 
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in targeting the organised crime groups who operate across jurisdictions and are responsible for 
much of this criminality. 

I am satisfied that Revenue’s work in this area has achieved a considerable level of success. 
For my part, I will fully consider any additional proposals for legislative change that may be 
brought forward by Revenue which would enhance its capacity to deal effectively with fraud 
and criminality in these areas. 

Departmental Advertising

367. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has carried out 
advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented by same; if so, 
if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of advertising in 
publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor advertising; the cost of consultancy or production 
costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21028/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department facilitates the “Switch 
Your Bank” campaign as part of its remit to ensure that consumers are protected within the fi-
nancial sector in Ireland and to ensure a healthy level of competition. This is a public awareness 
campaign as part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European Commission to 
raise awareness and promote customer switching of financial products. The campaign is funded 
by AIB and Permanent TSB, and the Department manages it on their behalf as part of the re-
structuring of the banks. The costs are fully recoupable from AIB and Permanent TSB in the 
context of their restructuring plans.

The costs for this campaign were €405,900.00 in 2018, €2,066.40 in 2019, and €2,066.40 to 
date in 2020 (all VAT inclusive). 

My Department has not carried out any other advertising campaigns to promote policies or 
programmes being implemented in 2018, 2019 or to date in 2020

Banking Sector

368. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that all 
customers of lending institutions that availed of a Covid-19 related break in their payments are 
subsequently being treated in accordance with best practice in view of the existence of numer-
ous incidences in which serious penalties have been imposed costing the borrower up to 20% 
extra; if doubt has been expressed by the lenders as to whether they can facilitate the borrower 
that is willing to forgo the repayment holiday on foot of upfront cash payment with the response 
from the lenders that it may not be possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21056/20]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The swift introduction, and subsequent 
extension to 6 months, of the payment breaks by the Banking and Payments Federation of Ire-
land was critical for borrowers impacted by Covid-19.  The payment breaks on mortgages allow 
households to absorb the shock of the crisis, so that as many as possible can recover once the 
virus is under control.   

As at the end of June, the Central Bank reported that of the almost 160,000 payment breaks 
approved for Irish borrowers, just over 70,000 were for mortgage holders in respect of loans 
worth c.€9.6 billion.  Mortgages on primary dwelling houses accounted for nearly 62,500 of 
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these.

The Central Bank of Ireland set out its supervisory expectations for Covid-19 payment 
breaks in a Dear cEO letter on 8 June 2020.  These expectations, which apply to both banks 
and non-banks, state that it is essential that lenders fully explain the implications, including any 
associated cost or other significant impacts, of the particular payment break measures being put 
in place.  For instance, lenders should outline if the repayment term of the mortgage will be 
extended due to the payment break, if monthly payments will increase following the resumption 
of the mortgage repayments, if interest will continue to accrue during the payment break and 
the implications this will have for the total cost of the credit, and any other significant matter 
for the customer when availing of a Covid-19 payment break, or indeed for any other reason.

The Central Bank has required that regulated firms have plans and the operational capabil-
ity to deliver an assessment of all borrowers on payment breaks to ensure that appropriate and 
sustainable solutions are identified in a timely manner for those borrowers who are not able to 
return to paying full capital and interest at the expiry of the payment break. 

With regard to the matters raised by the Deputy in relation to penalties or lenders being un-
able accept upfront cash payment to forgo the repayment break, I am unable to comment in the 
absence of specific details. 

Flood Prevention Measures

369. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the development of flood defences on the coastline of County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20752/20]

30/07/2020WRP02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Please see 
below in tabular form locations on the coastline of County Cork where flood 

defences are being developed and their current status.

Location Status 
Bantry Tender documents for engineering consultant being 

finalised   for issue.    
Carrigaline Study being carried out to assess if   a feasible cost 

beneficial scheme can be identified   
Castletownbere Scheme to be developed as part of 10-year NDP 

2018-2027)   
Clonakilty Construction ongoing   
Schull Scheme to be developed as part of 10-year NDP 

2018-2027)   
Skibbereen Practically complete    
Youghal Scheme to be developed as part of 10-year NDP 

2018-2027)   
One application has also been approved under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 

Coastal Protection Scheme in 2019 for a coastal project at Rochestown, Co. Cork.

Flood Risk Assessments

370. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
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the Fingal east County Meath flood risk assessment study will be implemented on the drainage 
network in Fingal and east County Meath and in particular on the Donabate peninsula which is 
identified as prone to flooding; the details of the capital investment on drainage infrastructure 
in the Fingal and east County Meath areas in the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20968/20]

30/07/2020WRP02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Following 
the adoption by Government in 2004 of the Report of the Flood Policy Review Group, the 
OPW commenced a series of pilot CFRAM Projects to test and develop the approach before 
rolling-out the Programme nationally. The area within the Nanny-Delvin River Basin (UoM08) 
was included as the main component of the Fingal / East-Meath FRAM (‘FEM-FRAM’) pilot 
Study, with smaller adjoining parts of the Boyne and Liffey-Dublin Bay River Basin Districts. 
Details of the FEM-FRAM pilot Study can be found on the OPW website; www.floodinfo.ie. 
This study was completed in 2014. 

In May 2018, the Government formally published 29 formal Flood Risk Management Plans 
- the key output on the culmination of the national CFRAM Programme. The Plan for the Nan-
ny-Delvin River Basin (referred to as ‘Unit of Management 08’) specifically notes the measures 
set out through the FEM-FRAMS, including an update on their current status. 

To support the implementation of the Plans and, specifically, the proposed new flood relief 
schemes, the Government has committed almost €1 billion in funding for flood risk manage-
ment in the National Development Plan 2018 - 2027.  

The status of the current schemes recommended as part of the FEM-FRAM / Nanny-Delvin 
FRMPs is set out below:

Scheme Current Status
Malahide Design Scoping Underway
Portmarnock (Strand Road) Design Scoping Underway
Skerries Mill Stream At Scheme Development and Design Stage 

(OPW inhouse design)
Ashbourne At Construction / scheduled for completion End 

2020 / Early 2021 –   Project budget: EUR2,5m
Mornington Design Scoping Underway
Northlands, Bettystown Substantially complete – Project Budget: 

EUR2.6m
Balgriffin It is understood that housing development in the 

area has likely   altered the hydraulic conditions 
on site and/or resolved the flooding issue   identi-
fied in FEM FRAMS. To be reviewed. The OPW 
has put in place a process   for undertaking such 
reviews as recommended in the FRMPs nation-
ally, and it   is envisaged that these reviews will 
be complete within the next 12 months.
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Scheme Current Status
Rush The CFRAM Process did not identify an econom-

ically viable scheme for   this community, and 
so a review of the risk in this community and the 
likely   costs and benefits is to be undertaken to 
determine if a viable scheme may be   available. 
The OPW has put in place a process for under-
taking such reviews as   recommended in the 
FRMPs nationally, and it is envisaged that these 
reviews   will be complete within the next 12 
months. Elements also being assessed as   part of 
the Rogerstown Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk 
Management Study.

Bettystown (Laytown) The CFRAM Process did not identify an econom-
ically viable scheme for   this community, and 
so a review of the risk in this community and the 
likely   costs and benefits is to be undertaken to 
determine if a viable scheme may be   available. 
The OPW has put in place a process for undertak-
ing such reviews as   recommended in the FRMPs 
nationally, and it is envisaged that these reviews   
will be complete within the next 12 months.

 

As well as the flood relief schemes described above, the following works have been ap-
proved for Fingal County and east County Meath under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation and 
Coastal Protection Works:

County Area Description of Works Approved Funding Year Approved
East Meath Swan River Construct flood em-

bankments
EUR270,000 2009

East Meath Swan River Construct flood em-
bankments

EUR45,000 2010

East Meath Eastham Stream Remove and relocate 
existing pipes and ancil-
lary works

EUR22,500 2011

East Meath Northlands, Bet-
tystown

Study to identify 
catchment area flowing 
into estate & detailed   
analysis of possible 
potential solutions

EUR36,000 2012

Fingal Aspen, Swords Increase the channel 
capacity by widening 
the Gaybrook stream 
along a  200m length at 
Aspen

EUR54,000 2011

Fingal Rowlestown Construction of a flood 
defence embankment 
along the left bank of 
the  Broadmeadow Trib-
utary in Rowelstown

EUR153,000 2011

Fingal Portrane / 
Rush(coastal)

Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Study

EUR57,800 2013
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County Area Description of Works Approved Funding Year Approved
Fingal The Grange, 

Malahide
Construction of bund/
berm & associated 
works

EUR93,600 2013

Fingal R127,Skerries 
Balbriggan Re-
gional Road

Emergency sea defence 
works- stonework 
pointing, replacement of  
existing wall, additional 
rock armour & re-
instatement of damaged 
rock   armour

EUR197,480 2014

Fingal Malahide Town 
Centre

Study EUR45,000 2014

Fingal The Burrow, Por-
trane (Coastal)

Installation of 380 no. 
concrete ‘SeaBee’ units 
to reduce the wave   en-
ergy reaching the dune 
face (Temporary interim 
emergency measures)

EUR456,464 2018

The OPW also maintains over 170km of river channel in the Fingal / East-Meath area, 
including both the Broadmeadow & Ward Arterial Drainage Scheme, and the Matt Arterial 
Drainage Scheme. This work forms part of the OPW’s ongoing arterial drainage maintenance 
programme, which is carried out under a budget allocation of EUR18m annually. 

In addition to the structural measures (i.e. flood relief schemes, Minor Works and drainage 
maintenance), the Plans also contain important non-structural measures to address flood risk 
and the overall implementation of the Plans is being overseen by an Interdepartmental Flood 
Policy Co-ordination Group. 

A key role of the Interdepartmental Group is to carefully consider the extent of non-struc-
tural solutions that can inform the ten-year implementation strategy of the Flood Risk Manage-
ment Plans. The 2009 Planning System and Flood Risk Management guidelines are informing 
planning decisions to prevent new properties being built in areas at risk from flooding. In 2016, 
the Government agreed to the establishment of a National Flood Forecasting and Warning Ser-
vice to enable members of the public and local authorities take more preventative action to 
reduce the impact of flooding. An Implementation Plan for this service is being delivered by 
Met Eireann and is overseen by a Steering Group chaired by the Office of Public Works. It is 
a vital resource to inform future response to flood risk including how local authorities plan for 
and respond to flood events.

Covid-19 Pandemic

371. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to reopen tours going to Skellig Michael (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19568/20]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As an-
nounced publicly by the Commissioners of Public Works today, a review of the closure of Skel-
lig Michael has been undertaken within the Office of Public Works in recent weeks to assess 
whether it could be feasible to reopen the site to visitors before the end of the season, normally 
scheduled at the end of September.   This review has concluded, after consulting with various 
parties locally, including the Skellig Boatmen’s Association, that it is not yet safe to open the 
island and that it must remain closed for the remainder of the 2020 season.   
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I appreciate that this will cause a lot of disappointment locally.  However I can assure the 
Deputy that the review has been a particularly rigorous exercise which led to the inescapable 
conclusion that there are just too many risks that cannot be managed in a way that satisfies the 
requirements of the public health guidelines.   As the Deputy will appreciate, Skellig Michael is 
a particularly unique site with a set of challenges attached that go way beyond what is experi-
enced at an “ordinary” landside location.

The Deputy will of course be aware that other OPW sites locally in Co Kerry such as Der-
rynane House & Gardens and National Monuments such as Ballinskelligs Abbey, Cahergall 
Stone Fort etc remain available and I trust will prove a continuing draw for visitors, as will the 
Skellig Experience Centre which I know is also open for business.   I know too that there is a 
thriving trade in Portmagee taking people on sightseeing boat trips around the Skellig islands 
and I am aware that demand for this is good, so hopefully there will still be enough people 
around in the area to ensure that the closure of Skellig Michael does not ultimately prove to 
have too detrimental an impact locally.

Ministerial Correspondence

372. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he, his 
Ministers of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Govern-
ment use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he publish all such emails and 
corresponding documents immediately. [19642/20]

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I can con-
firm to the Deputy that no private email accounts have been used by me as Minister for the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform for official Government business, or by my adviser 
since the formation of the Government. I can also confirm that no private email accounts have 
been used for official Government business by Minister of State Smyth or Minister of State 
O’Donovan, or their advisers.

30/07/2020WRS00200Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRS00300373. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the meet-
ings he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government, by date, in 
tabular form (details supplied). [19659/20]

30/07/2020WRS00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The details 
of the external meetings attended by me as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform since 
the formation of the Government and that of the Minister of State for the Office of Public Works 
Patrick O’Donovan, are outlined in the table below. To date Minister of State Ossian Smyth has 
not attended any external meetings. 

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

Date Group/Person
14/07/2020 Allianz for Insurance Reform 
15/07/2020 Allied Irish Banks
15/07/2020 Bank of Ireland
16/07/2020 Ulster Bank
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Date Group/Person
20/07/2020 Michael Walsh, Chief Executive, Waterford City 

and County Council
22/07/2020 Allianz for Insurance Reform 
22/07/2020 Representatives of Debenhams workers 
28/07/2020 ICTU
28/07/2020 OPW
29/07/2020 NPHDP (Children’s Hospital)
29/07/2020 Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland
29/07/2020 SIPTU/FORSA
Minister of State for the Office of Public Works

Date Group/Person
23/07/2020 Minister for Justice and Equality Helen McEntee 

- OPW/Department of Justice and Equality Garda 
Building Programme

30/07/2020WRS00500Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS00600374. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of 
same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19676/20]

30/07/2020WRS00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to date to work with 
me as Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRS00800Departmental Contracts

30/07/2020WRS00900375. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of successful tenders above €10 million by domestically owned company and foreign-
owned subsidiary, respectively, in tabular form. [19682/20]
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30/07/2020WRS01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Since 2015, 
my Department, through the Office of Government Procurement, has put in place 77 procure-
ment solutions that have estimated values of over €10m.  The majority of these solutions are 
framework agreements to be used by public service bodies from which contracts may subse-
quently be awarded.  Framework agreements generally have a number of lots to facilitate ac-
cess from a range of suppliers and to enable SMEs in particular to compete.  Each framework 
agreement lot may also have multiple suppliers and some suppliers may be awarded a place on 
more than one lot and more than one framework.  There are 811 suppliers who have been ap-
pointed under the 77 procurement solutions. These suppliers’ business locations, as registered 
on eTenders the national tendering platform, are set out in the table.  94% of the 811 suppliers 
are Irish registered businesses.  

Location   No. of Suppliers   
Ireland 765
United Kingdom 40
France 1
United States of America 1
Luxembourg 2
Belgium 1
Spain 1
Total 811

30/07/2020WRS01100Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS01200376. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the names 
and salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19726/20]

30/07/2020WRS01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to date to work with 
me as Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Full details of salaries and allowances paid to Members of the Oireachtas are available to the 
Deputy and the public on the website of the Houses of the Oireachtas. Members of the Oireach-
tas are paid a basic salary plus a salaried allowance based on any additional positions they hold.
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30/07/2020WRS01400Football Association of Ireland

30/07/2020WRS01500377. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to the appointment of the Secretary General of his Department to a 
position on the board of an organisation (details supplied); his views on the appointment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19792/20]

30/07/2020WRS01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I can con-
firm to the Deputy that the Secretary General of my Department did consult with me prior to 
accepting a non-Executive Director position at this sporting organisation.

Requirements for the management of grant funding provided from public money issued 
in the form of a DPER Circular 13/2014 – Management and Accountability for Grants from 
Exchequer Funds. This Circular outlines the public financial management principles, proce-
dures, and additional reporting requirements to be followed in the management of grant funding 
provided from public money. The fundamental principle is that there should be transparency 
and accountability in the management of public money, in line with economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness. The provisions of the Circular apply to the movement of funds from a Vote to an 
outside body, and to any/all onward movements of that funding. The objective is to ensure that 
all Exchequer funds, regardless of the method of distribution, are accounted for and properly 
managed.

30/07/2020WRS01700Office of Public Works

30/07/2020WRS01800378. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of operations at a location (details supplied). [20055/20]

30/07/2020WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Barryscourt Castle was discovered in recent years to have significant prob-
lems with damp penetration which caused the internal electrical system to become inherently 
unsafe and, as a result, the visitor experience at the Castle had to be closed while extensive 
rehabilitation works were put in place.   

The works project which has been ongoing since involves progressively drying the entire 
Castle structure and repointing all of the external walls to prevent future water ingress.  This 
work has proved to be technically very challenging and has taken longer than was originally 
expected due to the discovery of additional works which needed to be performed last year to 
chimneys and roofs.  The restrictions associated with COVID-19 imposed early this season 
have also had a serious impact on progress on the works.  However, the OPW workforce is now 
back on site and it is envisaged that the work on the south and east elevations can be completed 
next year, unless a further issue is discovered, during 2021.  It is planned, once the external 
work is completed, that the building will be rewired internally and a new heating system in-
stalled, clearing the way for a reopening to the public. Every effort is being made to expedite the 
works which can only be undertaken in sequence.  It is not possible at this time to give a precise 
date for reopening to the public.

30/07/2020WRS02000Office of Public Works

30/07/2020WRS02100379. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of operations at a location (details supplied). [20056/20]
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30/07/2020WRS02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Restoration work, including works to provide safe walking routes, is ongo-
ing at Anne’s Grove Gardens to prepare for opening to visitors in 2021.

30/07/2020WRS02300Office of Public Works

30/07/2020WRS02400380. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of operations at a location (details supplied). [20057/20]

30/07/2020WRS02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Doneraile Court, Gardens and Parklands are open daily. The House and 
Gardens opened on 29 June, 2020 and tours are being offered to the House & Gardens from 10 
am to 6 pm with last entrance at 5 pm. The parklands in the summer open until 8 pm. We rec-
ommend that all visitors who wish to go on a tour visit the website first to make arrangements 
regarding booking tours.

30/07/2020WRS02600Public Appointments Service

30/07/2020WRS02700381. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the volume 
of positions that have been filled by PAS in 2020, by month appointed and gender. [20066/20]

30/07/2020WRS02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is an independent, statutory body 
which provides professional recruitment and selection services to the civil and public service.

The information requested is set out in the following table and includes all assignments 
made by PAS across the civil and public service:  

Month Male Female Not Disclosed Grand Total
January 216 294 1 511
February 261 311 2 574
March 162 231 2 395
April 91 118 5 214
May 100 140 2 242
June 97 161 1 259
July 89 176 0 265
Total 1,016 1,431 13 2,460

30/07/2020WRS02900Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

30/07/2020WRS03000382. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the implementation and funding of the eastern CFRAM study; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20221/20]

30/07/2020WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The key outcome of the Eastern CFRAM Study was the publication of four 
Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs), which set out proposed measures, both structural and 
non-structural, to address the most significant areas of flood risk in the main river catchments 
in the Eastern region. The principal element in the Plans was the identification of 17 new flood 
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relief schemes, in addition to those 13 schemes (or scheme phases) already underway in the 
Region prior to the publication of the FRMPs. 

The four FRMPs for the Eastern River Basin District cover the eastern seaboard from 
Drogheda, Co. Louth to just south of Arklow, Co. Wickow and the river catchments draining to 
it, and included the Boyne Catchment (Area 07), the Nanny-Delvin Catchment (Area 08), the 
Liffey Catchment (Area 09) and a number of small catchments in South Dublin and Wicklow 
(Area 20).  These four Plans were among a total of 29 such Plans published nationally by the 
Government in May 2018 as the key output on the culmination of the national CFRAM Pro-
gramme. To support the implementation of the 29 Plans and, specifically, the 118 new flood 
relief schemes they recommended, the Government has committed almost €1 billion in funding 
for flood risk management in the National Development Plan 2018 - 2027. As it is not possible 
to undertake all the recommended schemes at the one time, some 60 schemes have been priori-
tised nationally for implementation in the first tranche.  Of the 17 new schemes proposed in the 
Eastern FRMPs, 7 have been included for implementation in the first tranche. The Government 
is committed to the implementation of all of the schemes included in the Plans within the life-
time of the NDP 2018 – 2027.

Work was already underway on progressing Flood Relief Schemes in the following areas 
prior to the publication of the four Eastern FRMPs:

Scheme Current Status
Camac River Design Stage
Dodder:-   Phase 2-   Phase 3 (Clonskeagh 
Road Bridge to Orwell Road Bridge)-   
Whitechurch Stream

Phase   2 – At ConstructionPhase   3 – De-
sign StageWhitechurch   Stream – Design/
Pre-planning Stage

Dublin City (River Wad - Phase 1B) Design stage
Poddle River Scheme Planning Process
Malahide and Portmarnock (Strand Road) Appraisal stage
Sandymount (Phases 1 & 2) Appraisal stage
Skerries Mill Stream Design stage
Arklow (Avoca River) Design/Pre-planning
Morell River Construction stage
Ashbourne Construction stage
In addition, 17 schemes as indicated in the table below were recommended in the Eastern 

FRMPs announced in May 2018 – 7 of which were included in the first tranche of implementa-
tion.  Since the publication of the Plans in May 2018, good progress has been made in progress-
ing the 7 tranche 1 schemes.

Scheme Current Status
Baltray Design Scoping underway
Drogheda Design Scoping underway
Loughlinstown Design consultants appointedDeansgrange phase – 

construction of flood storage area in Kilbogget Park 
to commence shortly.

Naas Design Consultants Appointed
Avoca Local Authority to progress as Small project
Leixlip Local Authority to progress as Small project
Mornington Local Authority to progress as Small project
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Scheme Current Status
Ashford & Rathnew To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Blessington To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Greystones & Environs To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Wicklow To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Clane To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Newbridge To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Raheny (Santry River) - Phases II 
and III

To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027

Lucan to Chapelizod To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Old Connaught / Wilford To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
Sutton & Howth North To be progressed in lifetime of NDP 2018-2027
While the Eastern CFRAM process investigated possible structural flood relief measures for 

a number of other areas in the region, economically viable schemes for these other communities 
were not identified, and so a review of the risk in these communities and the likely costs and 
benefits is to be undertaken to determine if viable schemes may be available.  The OPW has 
put in place a process for undertaking such reviews as recommended in the FRMPs nationally, 
and it is envisaged that these reviews will be complete within the next 12 months.  These areas 
include Aughrim, Kilcoole, Newcastle, Celbridge, Rush, Navan and Ratoath.

In addition to the structural measures (i.e. flood relief schemes ), the Plans also contain 
important non-structural measures to address flood risk and the overall implementation of the 
Plans is being overseen by an Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group.

A key role of the Interdepartmental Group is to carefully consider the extent of non-struc-
tural solutions that can inform the ten-year implementation strategy of the Flood Risk Manage-
ment Plans. The 2009 Planning System and Flood Risk Management guidelines are informing 
planning decisions to prevent new properties being built in areas at risk from flooding. In 2016, 
the Government agreed to the establishment of a National Flood Forecasting and Warning Ser-
vice to enable members of the public and local authorities take more preventative action to 
reduce the impact of flooding. An Implementation Plan for this service is being delivered by 
Met Eireann and is overseen by a Steering Group chaired by the Office of Public Works. It is 
a vital resource to inform future response to flood risk including how local authorities plan for 
and respond to flood events.

30/07/2020WRS03200Public Procurement Contracts

30/07/2020WRS03300383. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of social clauses included in public procurement contracts since 2013, by year, in tabu-
lar form. [20322/20]

30/07/2020WRS03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The inclu-
sion of strategic, green and social policy considerations in procurement processes is a key fea-
ture of the Programme for Government.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment, developed Circular 20/2019: Promoting the use of 
Environmental and Social Considerations in Public Procurement. 

The Circular highlights the potential for Departments to support wider social and environ-
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mental aims through public procurement. The Circular provides a clear signal of the direction 
of travel towards greener public procurement. The Circular also requires Departments to in-
corporate relevant green procurement measures into their planning and reporting cycles, with 
reporting arrangements due to commence this year. The Annual Report template is due to be 
published by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment later this 
year.

Further actions taken by the Office of Government Procurement in this area include; the 
publication of an Information Note on Incorporating Social Considerations into Public Procure-
ment in December 2018 and the establishment of a cross-departmental Social Considerations 
Advisory Group to bring together officials from policy Departments with procurement practi-
tioners to share best practice and to facilitate the process of incorporating social and environ-
mental considerations into public procurement.

At present, there is no capability on eTenders to centrally record the use of social consider-
ations in procurement competitions.  The next generation of EU e-Forms will have the ability 
to capture high level data in this area and its implementation is being considered in the context 
of the procurement project for replacing eTenders, currently underway.

30/07/2020WRS03500Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS03600384. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans for 
sanctioning the engagement of and expenditure on special advisers to Ministers of State who do 
not attend Cabinet; if he will provide details of requests made to his Department by any Depart-
ment on behalf of Ministers of State in terms of the possible appointment of special advisers to 
assist them in their roles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20493/20]

30/07/2020WRS03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware on the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Of-
fices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

Appointments to the position of Special Adviser are made in accordance with Section 11 
of the Public Service Management Act 1997 which states that the Government may by Order, 
appoint Special Advisers to the Minister or Minister of State who is assigned to a Department 
or to a Scheduled Office provided that the number of Special Advisers shall not in the case of 
a Minister (other than the Taoiseach or the Tánaiste or the leader of a political party registered 
in the Register of Political Parties) be greater than 2, in the case of a Minister of State who 
regularly attends meetings of the Government be greater than 2, and in the case of any other 
Minster of State be greater than 1.

All appointments to the position of Special Adviser require a Government Order to be made.

At this stage no requests for sanction have been received for the appointment of Special 
Advisers to a Minister of State, this process will start once the Guidelines have been approved 
by Government and details will be published on the DPER website.

30/07/2020WRS03800Departmental Policy Functions

30/07/2020WRS03900385. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the Public Service 2020 strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20494/20]
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30/07/2020WRS04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that the significant reforms in the public sector initiated by my Depart-
ment since it was established in 2011 continues to deliver improved services and value for mon-
ey across a range of areas. Moreover, a number of these reforms - such as the ‘build-to-share’ 
ICT infrastructure, progressive digitalisation of services, a streamlined and centralised Govern-
ment procurement system, shared-services, as well as centralised strategic HR capability – have 
greatly facilitated our civil and public services in responding rapidly to the unprecedented chal-
lenges that have emerged from the Covid 19 public health emergency.  

The current framework for public service reform and innovation, Our Public Service 2020 
(OPS 2020) – launched at end-2017 - builds on earlier programmes of reform while expanding 
their scope in order to accelerate the digital delivery of public services, deliver better services 
to customers, drive innovation and develop our people and organisations.

Some notable examples of reform initiatives delivered under Our Public Service 2020 in-
clude:

- Transforming and driving Digital Delivery of Services, such as for example; An Garda 
Síochána’s Active Mobility Service; Passport on-line; Library Service’s My Open Library ini-
tiative; Revenue Commissioners PAYE Modernisation programme;

-Driving the take-up of Robotic Process Automation including the establishment of Pro-
curement Framework to enable draw down of support and expertise;

- Innovation: A pilot Innovation Fund to support Public Service innovation, launched in 
May 2019; establishment of a central Innovation Support Team and Innovation Studio; launch 
of a first Public Service wide Innovation Network and first Public-Service wide Innovation 
Week held on 9-13 December 2019;

- A significant strategic workforce planning initiative commenced in selected public service 
organisations; 

- An initiative to support greater diversity and inclusion in our Public Service;

- Creation of a Public Service Leadership Board (PSLB) - at Sec Gen equivalent level- sup-
ported by the Public Service Management Group (PSMG).

Further details of these and the other reforms that continue to be delivered can be found in 
the first progress report on Our Public Service 2020, published last October. Information and 
up-dates on the full range of OPS 2020 activities can also be accessed at the website OPS2020.
gov.ie. 

The Department intends shortly to begin consultations on developing a successor frame-
work to OPS2020: This vision and strategy will focus on large-scale ambitious transformation 
to support the delivery of better public services through enhanced: service delivery; collabo-
ration; innovation; data and insight; and people and organisations, while embedding the key 
gains made in digitalisation, the use of data, a growing culture of innovation, and programme 
management.

30/07/2020WRS04100Departmental Reviews

30/07/2020WRS04200386. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the programme of organisational capability reviews; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20495/20]
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30/07/2020WRS04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Action 20 of 
the Civil Service Renewal Plan sets out the ambition to undertake a programme of regular and 
objective assessments of the capability of Departments to achieve their objectives. These re-
views are to be forward-looking, conducted in collaboration with the Department under review 
and focus on the areas of Leadership, Strategy, Delivery/Implementation and overall Organisa-
tional Capability (with a focus on the corporate support areas of the Department). The reviews 
are also designed to propose practical recommendations/actions to develop and improve overall 
capability.

While the team of officials tasked with delivering this programme of work is based in my 
Department, responsibility regarding operational issues affecting the work of the OCRs lies 
with a sub-group of the Civil Service Management Board (CSMB).  The reviews are conducted 
in collaboration with the Department under review and the process and methodology was de-
signed by the CSMB which also has responsibility for deciding on the timing of reviews in the 
various Departments.

To-date reviews have been completed in 6 Departments as follows:

Transport, Tourism & Sport (2017)

Courts Service (2018)

Business, Enterprise & Innovation (2018)

Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht (2019)

Housing, Planning & Local Government (2019)

Rural & Community Development (2020)

Due to the ongoing Covid19 restrictions, I understand the CSMB is currently considering 
how best to manage the future programme of reviews with so many staff continuing to work 
remotely.

30/07/2020WRS04400eGovernment Services

30/07/2020WRS04500387. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of 
the eGovernment Strategy 2017-2020 and Public Service Data Strategy 2019-2023; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20496/20]

30/07/2020WRS04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The eGov-
ernment Strategy 2017-20 and the 2015 Public Service ICT Strategy have both helped to prog-
ress our Digital Government agenda. The process to replace both has just been initiated by 
the new eGovernment Minister, Ossian Smyth. The initial consultation and exploration phase 
started this week and will proceed over the next few months. We are also engaged with the EU 
Commission and the German Presidency on a planned Berlin Declaration on Digital, which will 
inform our own Strategy.

The first activities of the implementation of the Public Service Data Strategy have also 
started, including the recruitment of a specific team.  

30/07/2020WRS04700Expenditure Reviews
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30/07/2020WRS04800388. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on 
the reason the recent Estimates have not contained updated performance indicators relating to 
new expenditure allocations; if this will impede the work of the central expenditure policy and 
reporting division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20497/20]

30/07/2020WRS04900389. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans for 
effective oversight of July stimulus funding in view of the absence of performance indicators 
attached to recent Estimates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20498/20]

30/07/2020WRS05000390. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
establish oversight and conditionality measures to ensure well managed and effective expendi-
ture of the July stimulus funding; if this will include stakeholder oversight groups at sectorial 
levels with involved of trade unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20499/20]

30/07/2020WRS05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 388 to 390, inclusive, together.

The Revised Estimates (REV) 2020 published in December 2019 set out an overall alloca-
tion of €70.4 billion in gross voted expenditure for the year. Taking into account the additional 
expenditure agreed by the Dáil in relation to Covid-19 measures, the revised Government Ex-
penditure Ceiling now stands at €79.7 billion. This includes an additional €6.8 billion for the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, nearly €2 billion for the Department 
of Health and €483 million for the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

Further to this, a number of additional measures have been announced by Government in 
response to the Covid-19 crisis. At the end of June, additional Covid-19 related expenditure 
was estimated at approximately €12 billion. This included the decision to extend the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment and the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme beyond the original end 
date of the schemes to August. Taking this into account, as well as the substantial package of 
measures included in the July Stimulus Plan and also taking into account further spending that 
may be required as the year progresses to support key sectors, including Education for the re-
opening of schools and for further and higher education, it is now estimated that the additional 
expenditure relating to Covid-19 in 2020 will be approximately €16.2 billion.

At this time, a number of reconfigurations of Government Departments are in progress. 
When work in relation to all transfers of functions and related allocations is complete, restated 
Estimates will be presented to the Dáil reflecting the new Departmental structures and their 
associated expenditure allocations. These restated Estimates will reflect decisions in relation 
to additional funding to respond to Covid-19, including for those measures set out in the July 
stimulus. 

Managing expenditure within allocations is, as always, a key responsibility of every De-
partment and Minister. As outlined above, in the last number of months, significant additional 
expenditure has been allocated to a number of Departments to support our citizens and our 
health service at this time of crisis.  While we find ourselves in an unprecedented situation with 
regard to Covid-19, all of the usual measures remain in place in relation to the sanctioning and 
management of expenditure with regular reporting on spending by Departments. This applies 
to all voted expenditure, including that set out in the July stimulus plan.

Looking at the Department of Health, a key Department in the response to Covid-19, a num-
ber of processes have been put in place or adapted in order to facilitate timely and appropriate 
allocation of additional resources in a streamlined manner. In the context of the prevalence of 
time-sensitive requests for procurement expenditure on items such as PPE, the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform agreed a streamlined sanction process with the Department of 
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Health, in which expenditure items falling under the Covid-19 National Action Plan would be 
dealt with as a matter of urgency within the usual sanctioning processes.

Health Budget Oversight Group meetings are an oversight forum attended by senior offi-
cials in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Health and the 
HSE. In normal times these serve as an early warning mechanism to alert the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform of potential spend overruns and related issues. Previously held 
on a monthly basis, in the context of Covid-19 the Group now meets remotely on a weekly basis 
and its meetings consider COVID-19 related expenditure in detail.

The Health Service Executive reports to the Department of Health on Covid-19 related 
expenditure, with this expenditure then subsequently being reviewed by the Health Budget 
Oversight Group, which is chaired by an official in my Department.

In relation to the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, which has 
been allocated substantial additional resources in response to Covid-19, new specific subheads 
were created for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Temporary Wage Sub-
sidy Scheme (TWSS). This means that there is transparency around where this funding has 
been allocated and how it is being spent. Regular reporting is in place with detailed analy-
sis of payment data published on a regular basis by the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and the Revenue Commissioners in regard to the PUP and the TWSS, 
respectively. The most recent update for the PUP can be found here: https://www.gov.ie/en/
press-release/2ea1e-update-on-payments-awarded-for-covid-19-pandemic-unemployment-
payment-and-enhanced-illness-benefit/. The most recent update for the TWSS can be found 
here: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/number-of-
taxpayers-and-returns/covid-19-wage-subsidy-scheme-statistics.aspx

Turning to performance indicators, the need for Departments to provide an immediate re-
sponse to the Covid-19 crisis will have impacted on outputs in certain areas as resources were 
directed to respond to Covid-19. The Public Service Performance Report for 2019 was pub-
lished this month. Work on the next iteration of this report will involve consideration of how 
to outline the impact of Covid-19 in terms of performance. The Revised Estimates Volume for 
2021, due to be published in December, will also require consideration of how to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19 on Departmental performance and on performance indicators. 

The aim of the Performance Budgeting initiative is to facilitate meaningful dialogue and 
engagement around how public funds are allocated and used. There are other elements of the 
whole-of-year budget process which aim to do this, including the National Economic Dialogue 
(NED). The role of the NED is to foster discussion on how to optimise available resources in 
the interests of all citizens, taking into account the many competing economic and social priori-
ties within the limited available resources. This becomes ever more important in these unprec-
edented times. While this year’s NED has been postponed in light of the COVID-19 outbreak 
and the necessary containment measures introduced to address it, providing stakeholders with a 
forum to discuss and promote debate on key issues, reflecting on national and sectoral develop-
ments remains an important element of the budgetary process. As outlined in the Programme 
for Government, the Government recognises the importance of regular and open engagement 
with all sectors of society and that this is particularly important as we steer our way out of the 
pandemic, rebuild our economy and support communities that have been severely impacted by 
COVID-19. In particular the Programme for Government outlines that Government will:

- Establish a unit in the Department of Taoiseach to coordinate social dialogue.

- Utilise public consultations, citizens’ assemblies and strengthen current mechanisms such 
as the National Economic Dialogue and the Labour Employer Economic Forum (LEEF).
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- Ensure in all our engagements that the role of the Oireachtas and Government in policy 
formation is fully respected.

30/07/2020WRS05400Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRS05500391. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants cur-
rently working in his Department, appointed and-or recruited and-or in an acting capacity; the 
roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role, in tabular form. 
[20624/20]

30/07/2020WRS05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to date to work with 
me as Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

No civil servants have been seconded to Special Adviser posts in my Department since the 
formation of the government.

30/07/2020WRS05700Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS05800392. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of special advisers employed in each Department; and the annual salary of each special 
adviser, in tabular form. [20718/20]

30/07/2020WRS05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, on the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Of-
fices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

Appointments to the position of Special Adviser are made in accordance with Section 11 of 
the Public Service Management Act 1997. All appointments to the position of Special Adviser 
require a Government Order to be made.

Special Advisers to Ministers and Ministers of State who regularly attend Cabinet are to be 
placed on the Principal Officer (Standard) PPC scale: currently €87,325 - €101,114.
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At this stage no appointments to the role of Special Adviser have been formally made by 
members of the Government, this process will start once the Guidelines have been approved by 
Government and details will be published on the DPER website. by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

30/07/2020WRS06000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS06100393. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of special advisers employed during the 32nd Dáil in each Department; the annual 
salary of each special adviser; and the cost of spending on special advisers, in tabular form. 
[20719/20]

30/07/2020WRS06200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The table 
sets out details of the Special Advisers appointed to Ministers and Ministers of State for the 
32nd Dáil and the annual salary of each special adviser.

Special Advisers 32nd Dail 

Department Minister/Minister 
of State

Adviser Appointed Sanctioned 
Pay Rate

Relevant Pay-
scale

Information

Aine Kilroy 14/06/2017 €87,258 PO Standard 
non PPC

Michael Creed Jonathan Hoare 06/05/2016 €79,401 PO Standard
Agriculture, 
Food & the 
Marine

MoS Andrew 
Doyle

Avril Cronin 02/10/2018 €66,495 AP Standard

John Keogh 08/01/2018 €91,943 PO Standard
Culture, Heri-
tage and the 
Gaeltacht 

Josepha Madigan Cian Connaugh-
ton

01/02/2018 €88,471 PO Standard

Attorney 
General 

Seamus Wolfe Ian Fahey 14/06/2017 €81,767 PO Standard

Patricia Ryan 14/06/2017 €85,750 PO Standard
Children & 
Youth Affairs

Katherine Zap-
pone

Sinead Fennell 09/07/2019 €85,823 PO Standard

Sarah O’Neill 16/10/2018 €85,012 PO Standard 
non PPC

Richard Bruton  Patrick Clusky 16/10/2018 €88,345 PO Standard 
non PPC

Communica-
tions, Climate 
Action and 
Environment

MoS Sean Canney Robert Hughes 07/01/2019 €85,823 PO Standard Depart-
ments of 
Commu-
nications, 
Climate 
Action & 
Environ-
ment and 
Rural & 
Community 
Develop-
ment

Ed Carthy 17/10/2018 €85,823 PO Standard
Joe McHugh Mark O’Doherty 17/10/2018 €94,535 PO Standard 

non PPC
MoS John Hal-
ligan reappointed

Anthony 
McFeely

29/06/2019 €66,495 AP Standard

Roy Dooney 14/06/2017 €94,521 PO Standard
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Department Minister/Minister 
of State

Adviser Appointed Sanctioned 
Pay Rate

Relevant Pay-
scale

Information

Education & 
Skills

MoS Mary Mitch-
ell O’Connor

Lynda McQuaid 25/07/2017 €94,521 PO Standard

Daniel Rowan 14/08/2017 €81,767 PO Standard
Rural & 
Community 
Development

Michael Ring Padraig Hughes 11/06/2018 €93,599 PO Standard 
Non PPC

Jack O’Donnell 14/06/2017 €81,767 PO Standard
Housing, Plan-
ning & Local 
Government

Eoghan Murphy Paul Melia 07/02/2019 €99,375 PO Standard

Caitríona Fitz-
patrick

15/06/2017 €78,670 PO Standard 
non PPC

Matt Lynch 04/12/2017 €88,471 PO Standard
Chris Donoghue 04/12/2017 €98,391 PO Standard

Simon Coveney Laura McGo-
nigle

22/07/2019 €92,862 PO Standard

Tanaiste & 
Foreign Affairs 
& Trade

MoS Helen 
McEntee

Paul Fox 04/09/2017 €65,093 AP Standard

Joanne Lonergan 14/06/2017 €87,258 PO Standard 
non PPC

Simon Harris Sarah Bardon 20/09/2018 €84,973 PO Standard
Gerry Maguirre 14/06/2017 €75,647 PO Standard 

non PPC
MoS Finian Mc-
Grath

Damien 
O’Farrell

14/06/2017 €79,401 PO Standard

MoS Jim Daly Darren Hourihan 07/09/2017 €73,846 AP Standard
Health MoS Catherine 

Byrne
Nicola Clavin 01/05/2018 €65,837 AP Standard

Pauric McPhil-
lips

14/06/2017 €85,091 PO Standard

Business, 
Enterprise & 
Innovation

Heather Hum-
phreys

Lucy Moylan 18/09/2017 €81,767 PO Standard

Sean Kavanagh 15/06/2017 €85,091 PO Standard
Justice & 
Equality  

Charlie Flanagan Caroline Murphy 10/04/2018 €91,943 PO Standard

Deborah Swee-
ney

15/06/2017 €88,392 PO Standard

Paschal Donohoe Ed Brophy 12/02/2018 €98,391 PO Standard
MoS Kevin 
‘Boxer’ Moran

Eugene Deering 03/06/2017 €65,000 AP Standard

Finance/Public 
Expenditure & 
Reform

MoS Michael 
D’Arcy

Caroline Hofman 04/06/2019 €66,495 AP Standard

Denise Duffy 14/06/2017 €81,767 PO Standard
Employment 
Affairs and 
Social Protec-
tion

Regina Doherty Alex Connolly 01/10/2018 €107,109 On Second-
ment from 
Failte Ireland

Angela Flanagan 14/06/2017 €105,000 PO Standard 
(Off Scale)

Brian Murphy 14/06/2017 €157,433 Deputy Sec-
retary

John Carroll 05/07/2017 €128,682 Assistant 
Secretary
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Department Minister/Minister 
of State

Adviser Appointed Sanctioned 
Pay Rate

Relevant Pay-
scale

Information

Philip 
O’Callaghan

14/06/2017 €81,767 PO Standard

Patrick Geoghe-
gan

14/06/2017 Assistant 
Secretary

Jim D’Arcy 04/09/2017 €74,498 AP Higher
Taoiseach and 
Defence

Leo Varadkar Claire Mungo-
van

30/01/2018 €88,471 PO Standard

Tony Williams 14/06/2017 €94,521 PO Standard
Independent Al-
liance

Donal Geoghe-
gan

14/06/2017 €94,521 PO Standard

Peter Harper 16/10/2018 €85,823 PO Standard
Chief Whip Sean Kyne Peter Feeney 16/10/2018 €85,823 Po Standard

Niall O’Connor 29/01/2018 €84,973 PO Standard
Defence/Tao-
iseach

MoS Paul Kehoe John Coughlan 14/06/2017 €79,401 PO Standard

Aisling Dunne 15/06/2017 €79,401 PO Standard
Richard Moore 01/07/2019 €85,823 PO Standard Covering 

Sick Leave
Transport, 
Tourism & 
Sport 

Shane Ross Carol Hunt 15/06/2017 €79,401 PO Standard

The salary rates listed are those sanctioned at appointment. Annual increments may have 
been awarded.

30/07/2020WRS06300Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS06400394. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of special advisers employed during the 31st Dáil in each Department; the annual salary 
of each special adviser; and the cost of spending on special advisers, in tabular form. [20720/20]

30/07/2020WRS06500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The table 
sets out details of the Special Advisers appointed to Ministers and Ministers of State for the 
31st Dáil.

List of Special Advisers - 31st Dáil

Department Minister/Minister of 
State

Name of Adviser Sanctioned Pay 
Rate

Relevant 
Payscale

Simon Coveney Aine Kilroy €80,051 PO   
Agriculture Fisheries and Food Caitriona Fitzpatrick €75,647 PO 

Heather Humphreys Lorraine Hall €75,647 PO  
Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht 
Affairs

Sarah Meade €79,401 PO   

Attorney General Máire Whelan Sinead McCarthy €75,647 PO  
James Reilly Mark Costigan €87,258 PO

Children & Youth Affairs Camile Loftus €75,647 PO
Alex White Madeline Mulrennan €79,401 PO

Communications,Energy & 
Natural Resources 

Bernard Harbor €91,624 PO

Defence/Taoiseach/Chief 
Whip

Paul Kehoe Mark O’Doherty €80,051 PO

Jan O’Sullivan Neil Ward €75,647 PO
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Department Minister/Minister of 
State

Name of Adviser Sanctioned Pay 
Rate

Relevant 
Payscale

Education & Skills Paul Daly €80,337 PO
Alan Kelly James McGrath €75,647 PO

Environment, Community & 
Local Government

Liam Cahill €85,750 PO

Michael Noonan Mary Kenny €83,337 PO
Finance     Paul Bolger €75,647 PO

Charlie Flanagan Sarah Kavanagh €79,401 PO
Susie O’Connor €79,401 PO

Foreign Affairs & Trade MoS Dara Murphy Conor Gouldsbury €61,966 AP
Leo Varadkar Brian Murphy €99,370 Approved 

Rate
Health Dominic Miller €84,706 PO

MoS Kathleen Lynch Patricia Ryan €65,000 AP
Richard Bruton Conor Quinn €80,051 PO

Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation Ciaran Conlon €127,000 Approved 
Rate

Minister of State (SJ) Ged Nash Finbar O’Malley €87,258 PO
Deirdre Grant €84,706 PO

Frances Fitzgerald Niamh Connolly * €43,629 PO
Marrion Mannion €84,706 PO

Justice & Equality  William Lavelle * €40,838 PO
Brendan Howlin Anne Byrne €83,337 PO

Public Expenditure & Reform Rónán O’Brien €114,000 Approved 
Rate

Tánaiste Joan Burton Ed Brophy €144,550 Deputy Sec-
retary

Terry Quinn €114,224 Approved 
Rate

Claire Power €79,401 PO
Karen O’Connell €75,647 PO

Tánaiste & Social Protection Paul O’Brien €80,051 PO
Enda Kenny Mark Kennelly €168,000 Dep Sec

Andrew McDowell €168,000 Dep Sec
Paul O’Brien €80,051 PO

Taoiseach Angela Flanagan €80,051 PO
Paschal Donohoe Deborah Sweeney €75,647 PO

Transport, Tourism & Sport Stephen Lynam €79,401 PO

* Niamh Connolly and William Lavelle operate on a half/half work sharing basis.

The salary rates listed are those sanctioned at appointment. Annual increments may have 
been awarded.

30/07/2020WRS06600Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRS06700395. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of special advisers employed during the 30th Dáil in each Department; the annual 
salary of each special adviser; and the cost of spending on special advisers, in tabular form. 
[20721/20]

30/07/2020WRS06800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The table 
sets out details of the Special Advisers appointed to Ministers and Ministers of State for the 
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30th Dáil.

List of Special Advisors as at October 2010

Department Minister/Minister 
of States’ Name

Name of Special 
Adviser

Salary Details € Salary Scale and 
Point

Educ & Sc Mary Coughlan Dermot Murphy €92,672 Principal Officer
Michael Shovlin €92,853 Principal Officer
Sean Perry (Press 
Adviser)

€80,051 Principal Officer

Social Protection Éamon Ó Cuív Pádraig Ó hUigínn 
(Spec. Advisor)

€92,672 Principal Officer

Michelle Hoctor 
(Special Media 
Advisor)

€86,604 Principal Officer

D/SFA up to 23 
March 2010

Mary Hanafin Averil Power €92,672 Principal Officer

Finance Brian Lenihan Cathy Herbert €99,236 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

Alan Ahearne                     €131,308 Lecturer in NUI 
Galway (on second-
ment)

JELR Dermot Ahern Ciarán Ó Cuinn €95,550 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

Richard Moore €95,550 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

Enterprise, Trade 
& I

Batt O’Keeffe Bernard Mallee €86,604 Principal Officer

Deirdre McDonnell €99,236 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

CE&GA Pat Carey John Regan €80,051 Principal Officer
Seán Tadhg Ó 
Gairbhí

€80,051 Principal Officer

Mary White (Min-
ister of State)

Stephen Dineen €66,519 Modified AP stan-
dard scale

Tranport Noel Dempsey James Fegan €99,236 Principal Officer 
Higher scale 

Olive Stephens 
(Press Adviser)

€92,672 Principal Officer

Sean Fitzpatrick 
(temporary Mater-
nity Leave cover to 
3 Aug 2010)

€61,966 Principal Officer

Ciarán Cuffe (Min-
ister of State)

Stiofán Nutty €96,295 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

CENR Eamon Ryan Stephen O’Connor €99,236 Principal Officer 
Higher Scale

Brid McGrath €89,898 Principal Officer 
Conor Lenihan Suzanne Duke €89,898 Principal Officer

Defence Tony Killeen Declan Ryan €92,672 Principal Officer
Derval Monaghan €77,710 Existing salary plus 

10% attraction al-
lowance

Hlth & Child Mary Harney Patricia Ryan €138,655 Off-Point of A/Sec 
Non-PPC scale
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Department Minister/Minister 
of States’ Name

Name of Special 
Adviser

Salary Details € Salary Scale and 
Point

Derek Cunningham €112,646 Fixed Salary
Barry Andrews Liam Cullen €99,236 Principal Officer 

Higher 
Foreign Affairs Micheál Martin Christopher Man-

nion
€102,190 Principal Officer

Tim Conlon €84,132 Principal Officer 
- on secondment 
from HEA

Dick Roche David Grant €92,672 Principal Officer
Peter Power Jerry O’Connor €89,869 Principal Officer

Agric., Fish & Food Brendan Smith Philip Hannon - 
Media Adviser

€92,672 Principal Officer

Dermot Ryan - Spe-
cial Adviser

€95,500 Principal Officer

Tourism, C&S Mary Hanafin Averil Power €92,672 Principal Officer
Env, H&LG Minister John 

Gormley
Ryan Meade €89,898 Principal Officer

David Heay €89,898 Principal Officer
Liam Reid €95,550 Principal Officer
Donal Geoghegan* €168,000 Deputy Secretary

Taoiseach Brian Cowen, Tao-
iseach

Joe Lennon - Pro-
gramme Manager

€188,640 Secretary General 
(pre 95)

Deirdre Gillane- 
Special Adviser

€95,550 Principal Officer

Gerry Steadman - 
Special Adviser

€132,687 Linked with A/Sec 
Grade 

Brian Murphy - 
Special Adviser

€132,687 Linked with A/Sec 
Grade 

Peter Clinch - Spe-
cial Adviser

€181,243 UCD Salary plus 
attraction allowance

Minister John Cur-
ran - Chief Whip

Padraig Slyne €96,295 Principal Officer 
Higher 

*Mr Geoghegan’s salary is paid from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local 
Government vote but he is

30/07/2020WRS06900Standards in Public Office Commission

30/07/2020WRS07000396. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Standards in Public Office Commission cannot hold investigations unless the six members 
are in situ and present; and the date by which the two recently retired commissioners will be 
replaced. [20722/20]

30/07/2020WRS07100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Stan-
dards in Public Office Commission is comprised of six members, and is supported by a Secre-
tariat. The roles of Chairperson and Ordinary Member are currently vacant, and will be filled in 
due course in accordance with the process outlined in the Standards in Public Office Act 2001.

The Commission is responsible for the oversight and administration of the Ethics in Public 
Office Act 1995, the Standards in Public Office Act 2001 (together known as the Ethics Acts), 
the Electoral Act 1997 (as amended), the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) 
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(Amendment) Act 2014, and the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015. 

I am advised by the Commission that the majority of their work continues notwithstand-
ing any vacancies that arise. The only limitation that arises in the event of vacancies on the 
Commission is in respect of proceeding to an investigation under section 23 of the Ethics Acts. 
However the Acts explicitly contemplate vacancies arising, and this enables the appointment of 
inquiry officers who may conduct preliminary inquiries into complaints. 

The Commission is not statute-barred from progressing any other matter, including its op-
erational and investigative responsibilities under the Electoral Act, the Regulation of Lobbying 
Act and the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Act 2014.

30/07/2020WRS07200Departmental Contracts

30/07/2020WRS07300397. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pay-
ments for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. 
[20781/20]

30/07/2020WRS07400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The pay-
ments made by my Department to the named company for the period requested are outlined in 
the table.

Service Provided Cost
2019 Catering Service €658.30
2020 Catering Service €571.76

30/07/2020WRT00200Coastal Protection

30/07/2020WRT00300398. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
a report examining coastal protection works at North Beach, Arklow, County Wicklow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20809/20]

30/07/2020WRT00400399. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if funding 
will be allocated to allow for coastal protection works to be carried out at North Beach, Arklow, 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20810/20]

30/07/2020WRT00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 398 and 399 together.

I am advised that Irish Rail, in partnership with Wicklow County Council, has commis-
sioned consultants to undertake the East Coast Erosion Study, including an assessment at the 
North Beach in Arklow.  While the OPW has been consulted on the technical assessment meth-
odology in respect of this work, I am advised that no application has been submitted to the OPW 
for funding of any works at North Beach, Arklow.

My Office is not yet in receipt of the most current study report from Irish Rail, but the 
Deputy may wish to contact Wicklow County Council and Irish Rail on the status of this report.

30/07/2020WRT00700Ministerial Remuneration

30/07/2020WRT00800400. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
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he continues to waive pay increases and restorations available to him under various public sec-
tor pay agreements; and his starting point on the salary scale. [20949/20]

30/07/2020WRT00900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Govern-
ment has decided that Members of the Government and Ministers of State will gift 10% of their 
salary to the Exchequer and not benefit from future pay restorations (2% in October). 

There is a one point salary scale applicable to all Ministers. This rate is €79,510 as of 1 
September 2019 and is in addition to their TD salary.

30/07/2020WRT01000Ministerial Staff

30/07/2020WRT01100401. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the Ministers that have sought approval to commence their staff on a pay scale higher than the 
natural entry point; and if a schedule of the Departments and the job roles that have sought same 
will be provided. [20954/20]

30/07/2020WRT01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): No Minis-
ters have sought approval from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to commence-
ment of Ministerial staff on higher points of scale.

30/07/2020WRT01300Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRT01400402. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
make provision for the payment of a weekly allowance to all public servants working from 
home as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic in respect of costs being incurred for phone and 
broadband usage; and if it will be acknowledged that costs for public servants relating to light-
ing and heating will need to be paid if working from home continues into autumn and winter 
2020. [20956/20]

30/07/2020WRT01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment has published central guidance on working arrangements and leave associated with CO-
VID-19 for the Civil and Public Service. 

These guidelines were necessitated by an exceptional time, whereby a significant number of 
public servants were required to work from home, in line with public health advice. In line with 
the Roadmap for Reopening Society and the Return to Work Protocol, a large number of public 
servants will also continue to work from home for the foreseeable future.

In the context of COVID-19 and the exceptional measures taken, the current position on the 
payment of allowances to public servants who are working from home is as follows: 

“Public service employers should not pay a daily allowance (e.g. €3.20 per day) to their 
employees in respect of working from home. It is open to employees to make claims directly 
to Revenue in respect of actual costs incurred in working from home at the end of the relevant 
tax year, in accordance with the relevant tax laws. Any claim in this regard is solely a matter for 
the individual concerned.”

The Programme for Government commits to mandating public sector employers, colleges, 
and other public bodies to move to 20% home and remote working in 2021. Any future policy 
on Remote Working, in line with this Programme for Government commitment, will need to 
explore how best to achieve this on a more long term basis.
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30/07/2020WRT01600Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRT01700403. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his De-
partment has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being im-
plemented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; 
the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor advertising; the cost of 
consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21033/20]

30/07/2020WRT01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The adver-
tising costs for policy and programmes implemented by my Department for the period specified 
by the Deputy are set out in the table below.

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Year Advertising Campaign Advertising Cost
2018 MyGovID Media Campaign (Creative) €22,720.56
 MyGovID Media Campaign (Media Buy-

ing)
€76,948.91

Office of Government Procurement

Year Advertising Campaign Advertising Cost
2018 eInvoicing Ireland Programme: 

European   Directive of eInvoicing in 
Public Procurement(Eolas Adverto-
rial: December 2018)

€2,706

2019 eInvoicing Ireland Programme: 
European   Directive of eInvoicing in 
Public Procurement(Eolas Adverto-
rial: June 2019)

€2,706

2020 (to date) eInvoicing Ireland Programme: 
European   Directive of eInvoicing in 
Public Procurement(Eolas Adverto-
rial: May 2020)

€2,706

 

30/07/2020WRT01900Ministerial Remuneration

30/07/2020WRT02000404. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he has approved and or has been notified of requests by a Minister and or Minster of State 
regarding waiving restoration and or a pay increase to salary; and if a Minister has sought com-
mencement on a pay scale higher than the natural entry point. [21087/20]

30/07/2020WRT02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Min-
ister has not been notified of any requests by any Minister or Minster of State, in relation to  
waiving of, restoration of or increase in salary.  The Government has decided that Members of 
the Government and Ministers of State will gift 10% of their salary to the Exchequer and not 
benefit from future pay restorations (2% in October). 
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There is a one point salary scale applicable to all Ministers. This is in addition to their TD 
salary which is also a one point salary scale. Therefore, there is no option to place Ministers 
on a remuneration rate higher than the applicable rates. The Minister has not received requests 
related to this matter. 

30/07/2020WRT02200Compensation Schemes

30/07/2020WRT02300405. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if a 
claim for the turf cutters compensation scheme by a person (details supplied) will be re-exam-
ined. [19849/20]

30/07/2020WRT02400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): An application for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting com-
pensation scheme has been received by my Department from the individual referred to in the 
Deputy’s Question. With respect to 36 raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying 
criteria for the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

The applicant was informed by my Department that she did not fulfil all of the qualifying 
criteria of the scheme as it would appear that turf cutting by the applicant had not taken place 
on the bog plot in question during the five year qualifying period. The applicant was advised 
that she could request a Departmental review of this decision, which she has not yet requested. 
Such a review would be undertaken by an official at a higher level that the officer who made 
the initial decision.

Under the scheme, if a decision of my Department is upheld at the Departmental review 
stage, the applicant has the opportunity to appeal against the decision to the Peatlands Council.

30/07/2020WRT02500Island Communities

30/07/2020WRT02600406. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
priorities regarding her responsibilities in relation to the islands; her plans to visit the islands 
as part of her new role when safe to do so; the engagements she had undertaken as part of this 
work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20086/20]

30/07/2020WRT02700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Following the Taoiseach’s announcement on 27 June, arrangements are cur-
rently being made to formally transfer the functions of my Department’s Islands Division to my 
colleague in the Department of Rural and Community Development.  In advance of the sign-
ing of the required Transfer of Functions Order, responsibility for the islands remains with my 
Department. 
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Travel to the islands had been restricted as part of the Government’s response to COVID 19, 
whereby only those resident on the islands or those needing access to perform essential services 
were permitted to travel to the islands.  With the easing of restrictions as part of the Roadmap 
to Recovery, I am glad to confirm that travel to the islands is once more permitted.  As with all 
public transport, guidelines in relation to social distancing and wearing of masks while on fer-
ries are being enforced.

While the Department is in regular contact with the island communities and transport opera-
tors with a view to ensuring continuity of passenger and cargo services to the islands, work is 
also underway to develop a new Cross-Government Islands Policy.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the previous Government established an Interdepartmental 
Committee for Island Development in July last year and, following meetings of this committee, 
a work plan was agreed for the preparation of an islands policy and subsequent action plan.  A 
consultation paper was subsequently published late in 2019 with the objective of informing the 
development of this policy. 

In January 2020, my officials scheduled a series of consultation meetings to provide island 
communities the opportunity to offer their views and opinions on future islands policy and to 
discuss island requirements. 

To date, meetings have taken place on eleven islands as follows:

Name of Island Date
Sherkin 9 January 2020
Whiddy 10 January 2020
Dursey 10 January 2020
Bere Island 17 January 2020
Inis Oírr 22 January 2020
Inis Mór 29 January 2020
Inis Meáin 30 January 2020
Heir 7 February 2020
Long 7 February 2020
Cléire 7 February 2020
Árainn Mhór 13 February 2020
The public consultation element of the process has had to be temporarily postponed as a re-

sult of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The next step in the process will be to arrange meetings on the 
remaining islands and with relevant stakeholders, including state bodies providing services to 
the islands. Once this aspect of the work has been completed, it is intended that the new Islands 
Policy will be submitted to Government for approval and published, following on from which 
an action plan based on the policy will be developed.

The Deputy will be pleased to learn that this work has been identified as a priority in the re-
cently agreed Programme for Government and that, as an indicator of the new Government’s 
commitment to the development of the islands, additional funding of €2m for 2020 was an-
nounced in the recent July Stimulus Package to accelerate the completion of an enhanced pro-
gramme of small capital works such as roads and public amenities on the islands this year.  

30/07/2020WRT02800Environmental Policy
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30/07/2020WRT02900407. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
implications for farm land arising from the European Union biodiversity strategy; the additional 
farmland that she expects to be designated arising from this strategy; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20250/20]

30/07/2020WRT03000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 was launched by the European 
Commission on 20 May 2020. It proposes ambitious EU actions and commitments to halt the 
biodiversity loss that is taking place at an alarming rate in Europe and worldwide. 

The new Strategy tackles the key drivers of biodiversity loss: unsustainable use of land and 
sea, overexploitation of natural resources, pollution, and invasive alien species. It also recog-
nises the intrinsic links between the crisis facing biodiversity and that of climate change (the 
5th main driver of biodiversity loss).

The European Commission has asked for the European Council and the European Parlia-
ment to approve the Strategy. Discussions at Council level are ongoing and my Department is 
participating in these, in consultation with other Departments.

On foot of initial discussions among Member States, the Commission has undertaken to put 
forward criteria and guidance for additional designations in 2020 and aims to reach an agree-
ment with the Member States on these by the end of  2021. The targets set out in the Strategy are 
Union wide and the issue of burden sharing across the EU will also be discussed in this context.

Until such criteria and guidance are published in relation to designations, it is not possible 
to determine the implications for farmland or the additional farmland that might be designated 
in  Ireland. My Department has a structure for discussing designation issues with the farming 
organisations and will meet them when there is more clarity around this issue.

30/07/2020WRT03100EU Regulations

30/07/2020WRT03200408. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the European Union Commission Regulation amending Annex 17 to EC Regulation 
No. 1907/2006 to ban the use of lead gunshot over and within 100 m of Ramsar defined wet-
lands; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20826/20]

30/07/2020WRT03300409. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
persons or body that will fulfil the duty of enforcement officers as per the European Union 
Commission Regulation amending Annex 17 to EC Regulation No 1907/2006 to ban the use 
lead gunshot over and within 100 m of Ramsar defined wetlands; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20827/20]

30/07/2020WRT03400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408 and 409 together.

I refer the Deputy to the recent Topical Issues debate on this matter.

The position is unchanged in the matter of days since that issue was discussed in the House.

The Deputy will recall that the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migra-
tory Waterbirds (AEWA) was developed under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.   Ire-
land signed up to the Agreement in 2003.   The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties 
shall endeavour to phase out the use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible 
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in accordance with self-imposed and published timetables.”  This is because there is slow ac-
cumulation of lead from shot in wetlands where hunting occurs.  The lead is generally harmful 
in the environment and can also be consumed by wildfowl.

Since the Agreement was signed, the European Commission has published a draft Regula-
tion for consideration by Member States on the use of lead shot in and around wetlands follow-
ing a report on the matter by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  It is my understanding 
that the proposal, should it ultimately progress into law, would make provision for a lead-in 
time to facilitate the making of arrangements to source alternatives to lead shot. 

My Department is aware that any change to the regulations around the use of lead in gunshot 
could provide a range of difficulties to transition to new guns/gunshot for many gun owners in 
Ireland, including farmers and hunters, as many gun owners could have to make alternative ar-
rangements, in many cases to purchase new guns. 

My Department and the other relevant Government Departments, are fully committed to 
ensuring that this matter is addressed in consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including 
farmer and hunters, and that all potential impacts are fully considered. This process of consul-
tation is continuing. All proposals will be comprehensively evaluated, including an extended 
lead-in time.

My Department supports the underlying thrust of the Regulations and is committed to phas-
ing out lead shot in and around wetlands,  However, it clear that Ireland will have transitional 
challenges with regard to the suggested short lead-in time.   My Department has submitted a 
document which has been circulated to the REACH Committee of the European Union, the 
forum where the Regulation is under discussion, suggesting an extended lead-in time to enable 
hunters and farmers and other stakeholders in the country to make the necessary arrangements. 

30/07/2020WRT03600Waterways Issues

30/07/2020WRT03700410. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of unauthorised developments inspected by Waterways Ireland in each of the years 
2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, by county in tabular form. [20856/20]

30/07/2020WRT03800411. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of inspections by Waterways Ireland of unauthorised developments carried out along the 
River Shannon and Lough Ree in each of the years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020. [20857/20]

30/07/2020WRT03900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 and 411 together.

 Waterways Ireland have provided the following information:

County 2018 2019 2020
Dublin 1 1 4
Leitrim 2 1
Kildare 1
Meath 1
These relate to developments on Waterways Ireland property.

Waterways Ireland have informed me that no inspections of unauthorised developments 
have been carried out by Waterways Ireland along the River Shannon and Lough Ree from 2018 



30 July 2020

235

to date.  

30/07/2020WRT04100Heritage Projects

30/07/2020WRT04200412. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps she will take to collect and preserve a document (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19605/20]

30/07/2020WRT04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Our Na-
tional Cultural Institutions have very significant expertise and experience in the matter collec-
tion and preservation of important historical artefacts and documents.  The Directors of those 
institutions are best placed to decide on their acquisition when such opportunities arise.  

I am informed by the National Library of Ireland that it already has a contemporary copy of 
the document referred to by the Deputy. 

30/07/2020WRT04400Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRT04500413. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she, 
her Ministers of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Gov-
ernment use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if she will publish all such emails 
and corresponding documents immediately. [19633/20]

30/07/2020WRT04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Official 
email business in my role as Minister is conducted via Department and Oireachtas email ac-
counts. On a few occasions, I have use of a private e-mail account to forward information of a 
non-sensitive nature to my private office, generally relating to diary appointments or constitu-
ency matters.

Minister of State Jack Chambers has also confirmed that only Oireachtas and Department 
e-mail addresses are used for official business and that no personal e-mail accounts are used for 
business purposes.

For completeness, I would advise the Deputy that, while my Department operates an Ac-
ceptable Usage Policy in relation to the use of ICT equipment, this policy does not specifically 
preclude the use of personal email accounts for official purposes.  I have not as yet appointed 
any advisors.  

30/07/2020WRT04700Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRT04800414. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
meetings she and her Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date 
in tabular form (details supplied). [19650/20]

30/07/2020WRT04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Since 
taking office in June of this year I have engaged in a number of meetings with bodies under the 
aegis of my Department and sectoral representatives as set out in the table below.  These are in 
addition to Government meetings and relevant Cabinet Committee meetings. 

With regard to the Minister of State, Minister of State Jack Chambers also attended the 
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meeting with the FAI on 27th July.   No meetings were held with Minister of State Dara Cal-
leary.  

Date Meeting
01/07/2020 Tourism Recovery Taskforce
10/07/2020 Arts Council 
14/07/2020 Fáilte Ireland
14/07/2020 Tourism Ireland 
15/07/2020 Sport Ireland 
15/07/2020 RTÉ
16/07/2020 Irish Hotels Federation
17/07/2020 Troy Studios
22/07/2020 Irish Museum of Modern Art 
22/07/2020 National Library of Ireland 
22/07/2020 National Concert Hall
27/07/2020 Football Association of Ireland 
28/07/2020 Tourism Recovery Taskforce
29/07/2020 Restaurants Association of Ireland
30/07/2020 Screen Ireland

30/07/2020WRT05000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRT05100415. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will provide details of her advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration pack-
ages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19667/20]

30/07/2020WRT05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): On the 
commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guide-
lines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of 
Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers:  these rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRT05300Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

30/07/2020WRT05400416. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta maidir le ceist uimhir 106 ar an 22 Iúil 2020, agus an costais €799,895 luaite aici i dtaobh 
pleananna a chur i dtoll a chéile le Páirc na Mara, an pháirc nuálaíochta mhuirí chomhaimsear-
tha, a fhorbairt i gContae na Gaillimhe, cén foinse maoinithe a chur an costas €799,895 ar fáil; 
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miondealú a thabhairt ar na costais atá san áireamh san fhigiúr seo i bhfoirm tháblach; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19686/20]

30/07/2020WRT05500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Le dhá bhliain go leith anuas, i gcomhairle le páirtithe straitéiseacha, tá obair 
agus infheistíocht shuntasach déanta ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chun pleananna a chur i dtoll a 
chéile chun Páirc na Mara, páirc nuálaíochta muirí íseal charbóin ar chaighdeán domhanda 
a fhorbairt. Tá tábhacht nach beag ag baint leis an togra seo d’inmharanacht cheantar Iorras 
Aithneach ó tharla gur togra é atá dírithe ar fhorbairt acmhainní nádúrtha an cheantair agus leas 
a bhaint as saineolas stairiúil an phobail ansin ar bhealach comhaimseartha.  Beidh an togra 
seo riachtanach chomh maith mar sholáthraí leanúnach fostaíochta amach anseo. 

Is é cuspóir togra Pháirc na Mara ná go mbeadh pobal inmharthanach, eacnamaíocht bhríom-
har agus comhshaoil caomhnaithe fite fuaite lena chéile i bpobal ársa teanga sa bhforbairt inb-
huanaitheach seo.

Tríd infreastruchtúr agus deiseanna fostaíochta riachtanacha a chur ar fáil don bpobal seo, 
beidh ar chumas an Stáit fás san earnáil ríthábhachtach seo a chur chun cinn agus, dá bhrí 
sin, fás eacnamaíoch a chuirfidh fostaíocht inbhuanaitheach ar fáil do ghlúnta amach anseo sa 
gceantar tuaithe Gaeltachta seo.  

Tá na costais a bhain le réiteach iarratas pleanála don dtogra leagtha amach sa tábla thíos. 

Measúnuithe tionchair timpeallachta EIAR, 
NIS, Iarratas ar Cheadúnas Dobharsha-
othraithe &  Ceadúnas urthrá

216,311

Dearadh Bonneagair & Máistirplean 128,321
Comhairleoireacht agus Iarratas Pleanála a 
réiteach

147,125

Taighdí Éiceolaíochta Trastíre & Loch & 
Éiceolaíocht Mhuirí

157,656

Costais Suirbhéireachta eile 37,769
Táille pleanála 38,000
Dlíodóirí 66,240
Costas saineolaí soláthair 8,473
Iomlán 799,895
Tabharfar faoi réimse leathan gníomhaíochtaí trasna earnáil na mara ar láthair Pháirc na 

Mara, agus beidh fiontair inbhuanaitheacha de chuid na hearnála táirgiúla, comhlachtaí poiblí, 
gníomhaireachta forbartha stáit agus an pobail taighde ag comhoibriú lena chéile agus é mar 
sprioc luach breise a chur lena dtáirgí agus lena seirbhísí, chomh maith le huasmhéadú a dhé-
anamh ar chumas forbraíochta na hearnála muirí sa réigiún.

30/07/2020WRT05600Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRT05700417. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the way 
in which commitment to the sustainable development goals will be reflected in the Strategy and 
Work Plan 2020-2025 of her Department; her plans to monitor and report annually on the prog-
ress towards achieving the goals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19700/20]

30/07/2020WRT05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): As the 
Deputy will be aware the Government has, under the Programme for Government,  committed 
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to developing a range of national responses to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) over 
the coming years. 

These efforts will be lead and overseen by the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment who has lead responsibility for promoting and overseeing national imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). 

As I advised the House in my response to Parliamentary Questions Number 36  and 47 of 
22nd July my officials are already engaged in the work of developing the appropriate structures 
and strategies to deliver on the challenging agenda facing the Department under the Programme 
for Government and this will be reflected in the Department’s Statement of Strategy to be pub-
lished later in the year.

30/07/2020WRT05900Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRT06000418. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
names and salaries of her special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of 
State in her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19717/20]

30/07/2020WRT06100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): On the 
commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guide-
lines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of 
Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

As Chief Whip,  Minister of State Jack Chambers’ salary is paid by the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.

My salary as a T.D. is also paid by the Houses of the Oireachtas.   As Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht,  I am paid a Ministerial allowance of €79,510 by the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 

30/07/2020WRT06200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRT06300419. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will provide details of the performance support scheme announced in the July stimulus pack-
age; the persons that are eligible to apply for same; and the way in which persons can apply for 
the scheme. [19817/20]

30/07/2020WRT06400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): As part 
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of the Government’s July Stimulus Package, I was delighted to announce a new  €5 million 
“Performance Support Scheme” to assist live performances.  Under this funding package, a 
new scheme will be put in place to assist venues and promoters of live performances in music 
and theatre, by helping to de-risk the costs of preparing for new productions which may subse-
quently have to be postponed or cancelled.  This pilot scheme will be designed in consultation 
with the sector, and aim to build confidence in recommencing live performance productions, 
rehearsals and event planning now for the months ahead. Details of the scheme including eligi-
bility will be announced in the coming weeks.

30/07/2020WRT06500Oifigí Roinne

30/07/2020WRT06600420. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brendan Griffin den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
na pleananna chun oifig na Roinne i gCiarraí a athoscailt agus foireann a bheith ann chun 
freastal ar phobal na Gaeltachta chun comhairle agus treoir a thabhairt maidir le scéimeanna 
agus seirbhísí na Roinne; cá mbeadh an oifig lonnaithe; cén uair a bheidh sé ag feidhmiú; agus 
an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19900/20]

30/07/2020WRT06700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): I dtús báire, ba mhaith liom a mheabhrú don Teachta de réir na dtreoracha 
atá i bhfeidhm faoi láthair, is gá d’fhoireann mo Roinne coinneáil ag obair ó chian chomh fada 
agus is féidir go dtí go gcloistear a mhalairt. Áirítear sa Phrótacal um Fhilleadh ar an Obair go 
Sábháilte ón Údarás Sláinte agus Sábháilteachta (ÚSS), Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse Sláinte 
(FSS) agus an Roinn Sláinte comhairle reatha faoi bhearta chun laghdú a dhéanamh ar scaipe-
adh COVID-19 sa phobal. Ina thaobh sin, táthar ag ullmhú plean maidir le hathoscailt oifigí na 
Roinne ar fad mar a thosóidh an geilleagar ag oscailt suas de réir a chéile 

É sin ráite, thóg mo Roinn cinneadh go mbeadh oifigeach dá cuid lonnaithe ina hoifig  gCill 
Áirne le héifeacht ó Eanáir 2020 ar mhaithe le feabhas a chur ar a cuid seirbhíse sna ceantair 
Ghaeltachta agus ar na hoileáin i réigiún na Mumhan.  De bharr na paindéime, áfach, ní raibh 
deis ag an Roinn éifeacht iomlán a thabhairt don chinneadh sin, nó an cur chuige nua a fhógairt, 
go fóill.  Idir an da linn, toisc  go bhfuil gá le  turais ghnó agus idirghníomhaíochtaí aghaidh ar 
aghaidh a laghdú go dtí an íosmhéid, tá an cúram á dhéanamh chomh fada agus is féidir trí na 
roghanna éagsúla teicneolaíochta (e.g., glaonna comhdhála nó físchomhdháil) atá ann.

Déanfar athbhreithniú ar na socraithe reatha chun an tseirbhís seo a sholáthair de réir mar a 
chuirfear an  plean maidir le hathoscailt oifigí na Roinne i bhfeidhm.

30/07/2020WRT06800Local Authority Assets

30/07/2020WRT06900421. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of a project (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20040/20]

30/07/2020WRT07000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): The project referenced in details supplied is being managed and delivered  
by Kerry County Council. Any queries in relation to it are a matter for the local authority.

30/07/2020WRT07100Natural Heritage Areas

30/07/2020WRT07200422. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
Toon Wood, Macroom, County Cork, will be designated as a natural heritage area; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [20140/20]

30/07/2020WRT07300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): The role for the my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service in 
this matter is to continue to provide expert support to the EPA and the Forest Service in deliver-
ing their statutory functions in relation to woodlands, and to consider the designation of Toon 
Wood as an NHA to protect the remaining woodland and woodland areas on the site that can be 
recovered in the future.

it is intended to review the adequacy of the coverage of the woodland pNHA network, and 
takes steps as necessary to ensure that ecologically important  woodlands are legally protected. 

30/07/2020WRU00200Natural Heritage Areas

30/07/2020WRU00300423. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
Garrylucas bog, County Cork will be designated as a natural heritage area; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20141/20]

30/07/2020WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): There are 630 proposed natural heritage areas, including the site referred 
to in the Deputy’s Question. While a review of these sites is foreseen, the current focus of my 
Department is on fulfilling Ireland’s obligations under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives 
and the designation of Natura 2000 sites i.e. special areas of conservation and special protec-
tion areas. 

Although proposed natural heritage area sites are not subject to the natural heritage area 
provisions of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, they may be recognised in local authority 
development plans.

30/07/2020WRU00500Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRU00600424. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently 
working in her Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and 
responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20615/20]

30/07/2020WRU00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): On the 
commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guide-
lines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of 
Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
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 In addition no civil servants have been seconded to my Department since the formation of 
the Government on 27th June 2020. 

30/07/2020WRU00800Commemorative Events

30/07/2020WRU00900425. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to commemorate the counter revolutionary period of 1921 to 1923 and to recognise the 
atrocities carried out by Free State forces and to issue an apology to families affected. [20673/20]

30/07/2020WRU01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): As we 
navigate through the most challenging and sensitive phase of the Decade of Centenaries, which 
includes the period from 1921 to 1923, the Government’s approach to commemorations will 
continue to be advised by the guidance of the Expert Advisory Group on Centenary Commemo-
rations; and in consultation with the All Party Consultation Group on Commemorations, which 
I will reconvene shortly.  

One of the cornerstones of the State’s commemorative programme for the coming years will 
be to continue to further reconciliation on the island of Ireland and between Ireland and Britain. 

I am committed to ensuring that the State’s approach to the remembrance of this very com-
plex period in our history and all of those who lost their lives during those years, will be based 
on the respectful, sensitive, measured and authentic ethos that has become the hallmark of the 
Decade of Centenaries programme.  

30/07/2020WRU01100Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRU01200426. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
payments for services or goods by her Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. 
[20772/20]

30/07/2020WRU01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Those 
payments made by my Department to the company identified by the Deputy during the period 
in question are set out in the table below.

Year Amount 
2015 €0
2016 €127
2017 €2,747
2018 €1,784
2019 €0
2020 (to date) €0
Total €4,658

30/07/2020WRU01400Arts Funding

30/07/2020WRU01500427. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
consideration will be given to the issues raised in correspondence on behalf of an association 
(details supplied); if it will be ensured that adequate support is provided as a matter of urgency 
to the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20934/20]
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30/07/2020WRU01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I am 
critically aware that artists including musicians were among the first to be impacted in the coun-
try’s public health response to the crisis and that they will be among the last to return to work.  
Social distancing and restrictions on gatherings are likely to have long term impacts on perfor-
mances, festivals and concerts and prove challenging for the prospects for a return to work of 
artists, performers and technicians in the entertainment industry.

I recently announced a new €10 million Culture Fund, which will include increased funding 
for Creative Ireland, to employ artists through the Creative Youth and Creative Communities 
programmes, funding to support the commissioning of artists to produce creative content for 
the national broadcast, a dedicated fund for musicians, recognising the particular difficulties 
being experienced by music performers across a range of genres and funding for Ealaíon na 
Gaeltachta for new artists’ bursaries and arts activities in Gaeltacht schools. 

The additional monies allocated in the Stimulus package also brings the Arts Council’s total 
allocation this year to €105 – some 40% higher than in 2019. A key objective of this funding 
is to provide enhanced support for freelance artists and arts workers who have been impacted 
severely by COVID-19. In line with the commitment made in the Programme for Government.

The culture and audio visual sectors will also benefit from a new €10 million pilot “Perfor-
mance and Production Support Package” to support the live performance and the audiovisual 
production sectors.  Under this funding package two new schemes will be launched with a fund-
ing allocation of €5 million each:

- a scheme will be put in place to assist venues and promoters of live performances in music 
and theatre, by helping to de-risk the costs of preparing for new productions which may subse-
quently have to be postponed or cancelled 

- a separate audiovisual scheme will be put in place to assist the film and TV drama  sector. 

These two pilot schemes will be designed in consultation with the sectors, and aim to build 
confidence in recommencing production, rehearsals and event planning now for the months 
ahead.

Since the advent of the crisis, officials in my Department have also been actively engaging 
with the arts sector and will continue to meet with arts and cultural organisations under its ae-
gis, as well a broad range of sectoral stakeholders including resource organisations, advocacy 
groups as well as individual artists and arts practices.

The Programme for Government also commits to establishing a cross departmental task-
force to develop a clear approach, informed by the views of all stakeholders, to protect and 
sustain the arts and culture sector through the COVID-19 recovery and beyond, which in turn 
will inform the National Economic Plan. This taskforce will be established shortly.

30/07/2020WRU01700Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRU01800428. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her 
Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being 
implemented by same; if so, if she will provide the details of the campaign or relevant pro-
gramme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; 
the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21024/20]
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30/07/2020WRU01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Details 
of expenditure undertaken in 2019 and 2018 are set out in the replies given to Dáil Question no. 
11 of 12 December 2019 and Dáil Question no. 589 of 19 December 2018 respectively. 

To date in 2020 my Department has engaged in expenditure of this type in the order of 
€42,495 in respect of the promotion of the Creative Ireland Programme. Of this, €32,595 was 
incurred under the terms of an agreement with RTÉ in respect of Cruinniú na nÓg 2020, the 
national day of free creative activities for children and young people under 18 years of age, 
which took place on 13th June.  This included RTÉ’s production costs for Cruinniú promotional 
content (writing, production and voice-over fees for advertisements and interstitial production).  
It should be noted that while the agreement secured significant levels of programming across 
all RTÉ platforms, in relation to advertising and promotion no charges were incurred in respect 
of the broadcast of the Cruinniú na nÓg publicity campaign.   

Further costs of €8,450 were incurred in respect of the writing, production and voice-over 
fees for radio advertisements for Cruinniú na nÓg. Again, no costs were incurred in the broad-
cast of these advertisements.  Additional costs of €500 was incurred on social media in relation 
to Cruinniú na nÓg 2020.  

The balance of the total, expenditure, €950, related to raising awareness of aspects of the  
Creative Ireland programme including the recent RTÉ  documentary on the Creative Schools 
initiative and the extended deadline for schools applying for the Creative Schools initiative.  

30/07/2020WRU02000Commercial Rates

30/07/2020WRU02100429. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of businesses in County Clare that have had their rates waived; the 
number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20901/20]

30/07/2020WRU02200444. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in the Kildare County Council area that have had their rates 
waived; the number that requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19781/20]

30/07/2020WRU02300451. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in the Fingal County Council area that have had their rates 
waived; the number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19844/20]

30/07/2020WRU02400460. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of businesses in County Wicklow that have had their rates waived; the number that 
requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19893/20]

30/07/2020WRU02500467. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in the Tipperary County Council area that have had their rates 
waived; the number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19943/20]

30/07/2020WRU02600490. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in counties Cavan and Monaghan have had their rates waived by 
county; the number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20190/20]
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30/07/2020WRU02700507. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in County Donegal that have had their rates waived; the total 
number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20440/20]

30/07/2020WRU02800525. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of businesses in the Meath County Council area that have had their rates 
waived; the number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20711/20]

30/07/2020WRU02900536. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in Leitrim, Sligo, Donegal and Roscommon county council 
areas that have had their rates waived; the number that requested a waiver; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20798/20]

30/07/2020WRU03000543. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the 
number of businesses in the Kerry County Council area that have had their rates waived; the 
number that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20828/20]

30/07/2020WRU03100559. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of businesses in County Kildare that have had their rates waived; the number 
that have requested a waiver; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21016/20]

30/07/2020WRU03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 429, 444, 451, 460, 467, 490, 507, 525, 536, 543 and 559 
together.

The levying and collection of rates are legally matters for each individual local authority. 
Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes.  

An initial three-month waiver of rates for businesses forced to close business due to CO-
VID-19 was announced in early May.

In order to enhance the supports available for enterprise, and in recognition of the fact that 
not only have many ratepayers been forced to close business due to the public health require-
ments, but many others who remained open have suffered significant reductions in turnover, 
this waiver has now been extended for a duration of six months to the end of September and the 
categories of enterprise who will be eligible to avail of it has been expanded. 

The implementation of this waiver is a matter for local authorities and accordingly, the in-
formation sought in the question is not available in my Department.

A 100% waiver will be applied to all businesses in each local authority area, for a six-
month period to the end of September, with the exclusion of a small number of categories. The 
rationale for the exclusion of certain categories of ratepayers is that their operations were not 
as severely impacted by the pandemic, coupled with the need to direct resources appropriately.

To support both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been 
allocated by Government to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates for six months for 
eligible businesses impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic. This will take the form of a credit in 
lieu of rates.

The Credit in Lieu of Commercial Rates shall be administered by local authorities.

Credits in lieu of commercial rates applied to ratepayer accounts under this scheme shall be 
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applied as a credit on the rate bill for 2020. Local authorities should automatically apply a 100% 
credit in lieu of commercial rates, for a six-month period, to classes and categories of occupied 
rateable property where the occupying business is not in an excluded category.

30/07/2020WRU03300Proposed Legislation

30/07/2020WRU03400430. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the marine planning and development management Bill; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20909/20]

30/07/2020WRU03500527. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the marine planning and development management Bill will come before Dáil 
Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20741/20]

30/07/2020WRU03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 430 and 527 together.

In January 2020 my Department published the finalised General Scheme of the Marine 
Planning and Development Management Bill, which will provide the legislative basis for Ire-
land’s new marine planning regime. 

The commitment in the Programme for Government to enact this legislation in nine months 
reflects the priority it has been accorded. 

In order for this legislation to be enacted within the 9 month timeframe, further policy 
work is continuing on the development of certain aspects of the proposed regime and intensive 
engagements in that regard are ongoing with the Department of Communications Climate Ac-
tion and Environment, who are leading the development of the provisions specific to Offshore 
Renewable Energy. 

In addition to the policy development work, engagement is also continuing with the Office 
of the Parliamentary Counsel, other Departments and agencies on the drafting of the legal text. 

30/07/2020WRU03700Local Authority Housing

30/07/2020WRU03800431. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number on the housing list for each local authority in the Dublin area; the occupancy 
type required by category 1, 2, 3 bed and so on in tabular form; the average duration persons are 
waiting on the list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19599/20]

30/07/2020WRU03900440. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in north County Kildare; his 
plans to reduce same; the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months and 
to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19776/20]

30/07/2020WRU04000447. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in Dublin 7 and 15; his plans 
to reduce these times; the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months and 
each month of 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19840/20]

30/07/2020WRU04100456. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the average length of time spent on the social housing list in County Wicklow; his plans to 
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reduce the times; the number on the social housing list in each of the past 12 months and each 
month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19889/20]

30/07/2020WRU04200464. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list each of the Tipperary municipal 
districts; his plans to reduce these times; the number on the social housing list for each of the 
past 12 months and each month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19940/20]

30/07/2020WRU04300486. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in counties Cavan and Monaghan 
in tabular form; his plans to reduce these times; the number on the social housing list for each 
of the past 12 months and each month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20186/20]

30/07/2020WRU04400493. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Donegal; his plans to reduce the times; the number on the social housing list 
in each of the past 12 months and each month of 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20273/20]

30/07/2020WRU04500503. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in County Donegal; his plans 
to reduce these times; the total number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months 
and each month of 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20436/20]

30/07/2020WRU04600521. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in counties Meath and West-
meath by local authority; his plans to reduce the times; the number on the social housing list in 
each of the past 12 months and each month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20707/20]

30/07/2020WRU04700532. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Donegal; his plans to reduce the times; the number on the social housing list 
in each of the past 12 months and each month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20794/20]

30/07/2020WRU04800539. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the 
average length of time spent on the social housing list in County Kerry; his plans to reduce these 
times; the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months and each month to 
date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20804/20]

30/07/2020WRU04900546. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the average length of time spent on the social housing list in the Clare County 
Council area; his plans to reduce these times; the number on the social housing list in each of 
the past 12 months and in each month to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20897/20]

30/07/2020WRU05000555. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average length of time spent on the social housing list in Kildare County Council; his 
plans to reduce these times; the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months 
and each month of 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21012/20]

30/07/2020WRU05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 431, 440, 447, 456, 464, 486, 493, 503, 521, 532, 539, 546 and 
555 together.

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local 
authority area is provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments 
(SSHA). The purpose of the SSHA is to capture the total number of households qualified for 
social housing support across the country whose social housing need has not yet been met, in 
order to better inform policy and plan for the delivery of the right types of housing support.

The most recent summary, conducted in June 2019, shows that 68,693 households were as-
sessed as qualified for, and being in need of, social housing support. This represents a decrease 
of 3,165 households or 4.4% on the last assessment in June 2018. Since 2016, the numbers have 
decreased from 91,600 to 68,693, a reduction of 25%.

Below is the link to the summary report for 2019 which includes breakdowns by each local 
authority, across a range of categories. SSHA data is collected and collated at local authority 
level and therefore a breakdown of the numbers by electoral area cannot be provided. Details 
on the length of time spent on the record of qualified households (waiting lists) can be found at 
tables 2.8 and A1.8 of the report, although it does not record data on a month by month basis in 
the manner sought.

In relation to the questions posed by the Deputy’s regarding the average time spent on the 
housing list, and the housing type required by category 1, 2, 3 bed and so on, information of 
this exact type is not held by my Department. However, tables 2.4 and A1.4 of the report pro-
vide details on household size. It should be noted that the category “Household Composition” 
in the previous reports, is replaced in the 2019 report by the “Household Size” profile category 
which provides more granular level of detail regarding the number of persons in each household 
type.

Report 2019

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2019_
dec_2019_web_1.pdf. 

While the SSHA is normally conducted in or around June, given the impact of the Covid-19 
crisis on local authorities and nature of the work involved in conducting the SSHA, the SSHA 
for 2020 was deferred to allow local authorities to continue to focus their resources on immedi-
ate priorities. However, recognising that the SSHA is a very important part of the evidence base 
for housing policy at both local authority and national level, I have directed local authorities 
to carry out the SSHA 2020 in November 2020.

The Programme for Government commits to delivering more than 50,000 further social 
housing homes, with an emphasis on new builds, and also with a focus on the delivery of afford-
able homes. I have also convened a High Level Housing Group of key delivery partners to seek 
their views on a range of initiatives aimed at speeding up delivery of social housing.

30/07/2020WRU05200Housing Policy

30/07/2020WRU05300432. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the criteria for a single person who wishes to avail of first-time buyers’ assistance; the 
way in which eligibility of an applicant is determined; if there are exceptions for applicants who 
already have an interest in a property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19615/20]
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30/07/2020WRU05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department operates the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which is targeted at first time buy-
ers who wish to own their own home, have access to an adequate deposit and have the capacity 
to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them to purchase 
their first home. As part of the eligibility criteria applicant(s) of the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan must have received insufficient offers of finance from two mortgage lenders to apply for a 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. The loan enables credit worthy first time buyers to access sus-
tainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price range. 

To be eligible for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan you must:

- be a first-time buyer;

- be aged between 18 and 70 years;

- be in continuous employment for a minimum of two years, as the primary earner or be in 
continuous employment for a minimum of one year, as a secondary earner- some flexibility on 
this provision has been provided arising out of COVID-19 for applicants in receipt of the tem-
porary wage state subsidy (TWSS) and pandemic unemployment payment (PUP);

- have an annual gross income of not more than €50,000 as a single applicant or not more 
than €75,000 combined as joint applicants;

- submit two years certified accounts if self-employed;

- provide evidence of insufficient offers of finance from two banks or building societies;

- not be a current or previous owner of residential property in or outside the Republic of 
Ireland;

- occupy the property as your normal place of residence;

- purchase or self-build a property situated in the Republic of Ireland of no more than of 175 
square metres (gross internal floor area);

- purchase or self-build a property which does not exceed the maximum market value ap-
plicable for the county in which it is located;

- consent to an Irish Credit Bureau check.

Eligibility is subject to submission of a complete Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applica-
tion form and confirmation by your local authority. 

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in accordance 
with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

- they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

- the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

- the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
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relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its credit 
committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

Further information on the scheme is available on the dedicated website www.rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie 

The availability of the Help To Buy Scheme for first-time-buyers, which is a policy of the 
Department of Finance, offers additional assistance to purchasers of newly built properties.  
Further information is available from revenue.ie

30/07/2020WRU05500Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRU05600433. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he, his Ministers of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official 
Government use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such 
emails and corresponding documents immediately. [19640/20]

30/07/2020WRU05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
can confirm that neither Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, my Special Adviser, nor I have 
used private email for any form of official Government use. 

Minister of State, Deputy Malcolm Noonan has used his private email on a number of oc-
casions for work purposes.  The majority of these concerned emails confirming arrangements 
for meetings; confirming details for site visits; disseminating information in relation to nature 
and heritage matters; or issuing press statements.  None of these emails concerned Government 
business. 

30/07/2020WRU05800Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRU05900434. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the meetings he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by 
date in tabular form (details supplied). [19657/20]

30/07/2020WRU06000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Ministerial diaries are published on a regular basis by my Department.  My diary contains de-
tails of my meetings and has been published on the Department’s website at the link provided 
below.

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/minister_darragh_ob-
rien_-_diary_-_july_2020.pdf

Preparations are currently being made for the publication of the diaries of Minister of State 
Burke and Minister of State Noonan.  In the meantime, details of meetings attended by the 
Ministers of State are provided in the table below:
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Minister Meeting Date 
Ministers of State Burke and Noonan  Minister Darragh O’Brien  2 July 2020
Minister of State Peter Burke   Bilateral Meeting with An Tao-

iseach, Minister Darragh O’Brien 
and Minister of State   Malcolm 
Noonan     

10 July   2020   

Minister of State Peter Burke   Moorhead Report meeting with 
FG Senators   

23 July 2020   

Minister of State Peter Burke   Tim O’Connor, Chairman of Ad-
visory Group on Directly Elected 
Mayor, Limerick   

23 July   2020   

Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Virginia Teehan, Heritage Council   6 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   John McDonagh, Waterways 

Ireland   
6 July   2020   

Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   National Animal Welfare Group   10 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Bilateral with An Taoiseach, 

Minister O’Brien and Minister of 
State Burke   

10 July2020   

Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Minister Ryan and Env. NGOs   10 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Biosphere Group meeting   13 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Waterways Ireland Group   13 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   Irish Wildlife Trust   14 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   An Taisce   14 July   2020   
Minister of State Malcolm Noonan   IFA Kilkenny   20 July   2020   

30/07/2020WRU06100Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRU06200435. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration 
packages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19674/20]

30/07/2020WRU06300437. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the names and salaries of his special advisers; and the salaries paid to each Minister and Minis-
ter of State in his Department [19724/20]

30/07/2020WRU06400513. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants 
currently working in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; 
the roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. 
[20622/20]

30/07/2020WRU06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 435, 437 and 513 together.

On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guide-
lines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government, either directly or by 
secondment. However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned Ciara Shaughnessy to 
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work with me as Special Adviser and it is anticipated that she will be formally appointed by the 
Government once the Guidelines have been approved.  Ms. Shaughnessy’s responsibilities are 
primarily in the area of press and media.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Ministers of State in my Department have not assigned anyone to work with them as 
Special Advisers.  

The salaries paid to all Ministers and Ministers of State are on the basis of a one point sal-
ary scale.  The rate as of 1st September 2019 is €79,510 in respect of Ministers and €38,787 in 
respect of Ministers of State.  This is in addition to their salary as a T.D.  This information is 
available on the website of the Houses of the Oireachtas.

30/07/2020WRU06600Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRU06700436. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the roll out of a new affordable housing scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19689/20]

30/07/2020WRU06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions 
are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government 
- Our Shared Future. The Programme commits to putting affordability at the heart of the hous-
ing system through the progression of State-backed affordable housing. 

In terms of affordable housing, I will outline my detailed plans in the Autumn, taking ac-
count of the progress made under the Serviced Sites Fund, the development of the Affordable 
Purchase Scheme and Cost Rental. 

  Question No. 437 answered with Question No. 435.

30/07/2020WRU07000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRU07100438. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding that has been allocated to Kildare County Council to deal with the impact of 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19774/20]

30/07/2020WRU07200442. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support scheme for local 
authorities in tabular form; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19778/20]

30/07/2020WRU07300445. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding allocated to Fingal County Council in order to deal with the impact of Co-
vid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19838/20]

30/07/2020WRU07400449. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [19842/20]

30/07/2020WRU07500454. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount of funding that has been allocated to Wicklow County Council in order to deal with 
the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19887/20]

30/07/2020WRU07600458. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support scheme for 
local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19891/20]

30/07/2020WRU07700462. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated to Tipperary County Council in order to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19938/20]

30/07/2020WRU07800484. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding that has been allocated to Cavan County Council in order to deal 
with the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20184/20]

30/07/2020WRU07900488. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support scheme 
for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20188/20]

30/07/2020WRU08000491. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding that has been allocated to Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal County and 
Roscommon county councils in order to deal with the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20271/20]

30/07/2020WRU08100495. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the estimated deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20275/20]

30/07/2020WRU08200501. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding that has been allocated to Donegal County Council to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20434/20]

30/07/2020WRU08300505. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20438/20]

30/07/2020WRU08400519. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated to counties Meath and Westmeath by county in order to 
deal with the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20705/20]

30/07/2020WRU08500523. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the estimated deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20709/20]

30/07/2020WRU08600531. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding that has been allocated to Sligo County Council, Leitrim County 
Council, Donegal County Council and Roscommon County Council in order to deal with the 
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impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20792/20]

30/07/2020WRU08700534. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20796/20]

30/07/2020WRU08800537. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the 
amount of funding that has been allocated to County Kerry in order to deal with the impact of 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20802/20]

30/07/2020WRU08900541. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the 
amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support scheme for lo-
cal authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20806/20]

30/07/2020WRU09000544. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the amount of funding allocated to Clare County Council in order to deal with the 
impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20895/20]

30/07/2020WRU09100548. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 sup-
port scheme for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20899/20]

30/07/2020WRU09200553. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding that has been allocated to Kildare County Council in order to deal 
with the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21010/20]

30/07/2020WRU09300557. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority under the Covid-19 support 
scheme for local authorities; the deficit expected for each local authority in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21014/20]

30/07/2020WRU09400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 438, 442, 445, 449, 454, 458, 462, 484, 488, 491, 495, 501, 505, 
519, 523, 531, 534, 537, 541, 544, 548, 553 and 557 together.

In terms of measures taken by my Department to assist local authorities with the financial 
challenges they are experiencing since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, as a short term 
measure €136 million was made available to local authorities as cash flow support in early 
April, in order to ensure that vital services that local authorities deliver could be maintained.  
This support comprised an early payment of the Local Property Tax allocation ordinarily paid 
from the Local Government Fund in May and July. Further to these measures, my Department 
arranged for the payment of 50% of each local authority’s individual Payroll and PSPR alloca-
tion, amounting to €54.8m, in mid-June. This interim payment would ordinarily be paid later 
in July.

To support both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been 
allocated by Government to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates for six months to the 
end of September 2020 for eligible businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This will 
take the form of a credit in lieu of rates.

It is recognised that additional costs are being incurred by local authorities in relation to Co-
vid-19. Local authorities have been advised to capture all related costs in their financial systems 
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to aid future financial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. The 
full financial impacts and estimated potential deficits for 2020 have not yet been fully quantified 
by the local authorities. In order to support the sector generally, my Department continues to 
keep local authority income, expenditure and cash flow under review and will continue to work 
with all local authorities, both collectively and individually, on issues arising, including those 
issues facing Kildare County Council and all the other authorities referred to in the Deputies 
questions.

30/07/2020WRU09500Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRU09600439. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes built in north County Kildare in each of the past five 
years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated in each year to the local authority to 
supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19775/20]

30/07/2020WRU09700446. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in Dublin 7 and 15 in each of the past 
five years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated each year to the local authority 
to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19839/20]

30/07/2020WRU09800455. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of affordable homes that have been built in County Wicklow in each of the past five 
years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated each year to the local authority to 
supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19888/20]

30/07/2020WRU09900463. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in each municipal district of County 
Tipperary in each of the past five years; the amount planned for 2020; the funding allocated 
each year to the local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19939/20]

30/07/2020WRU10000485. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in County Cavan in each of the past 
five years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated each year to the local authority 
to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20185/20]

30/07/2020WRU10100492. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Roscom-
mon and Donegal in each of the past five years; the amount planned for 2020; the funding 
allocated each year to each local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20272/20]

30/07/2020WRU10200502. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in the Donegal County Council area 
in each of the past five years; the amount planned for 2020; the funding allocated each year to 
the local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20435/20]

30/07/2020WRU10300520. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in counties Meath and Westmeath by 
local authority in each of the past five years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated 
each year by local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20706/20]
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30/07/2020WRU10400538. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the 
number of affordable homes that have been built in County Kerry in each of the past five years; 
the amount planned for 2020; the funding allocated in each year to the local authority to supply 
affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20803/20]

30/07/2020WRU10500545. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of affordable homes built in the Clare County Council area in each 
of the past five years; the number planned for 2020; the funding allocated in each year to the 
local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20896/20]

30/07/2020WRU10600554. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable homes that have been built in the Kildare County Council area 
in each of the past five years; the amount planned for 2020; the funding allocated each year to 
the local authority to supply affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21011/20]

30/07/2020WRU10700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 439, 446, 455, 463, 485, 492, 502, 520, 538, 545 and 554 
together.

Under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million has been provided to fund infrastructure 
to support the delivery of more affordable homes on local authority lands.  With a maximum of 
€50,000 funding available per home, at least 6,200 more affordable homes, to buy or rent, can 
be facilitated.  To date, Serviced Sites Funding of €127 million has been approved in principle 
in support of 35 projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 
3,200 affordable homes.  

Details of all SSF projects have received approval in principle to date can be found at the 
following links;

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-au-
thority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-service  d-sites-fund/  

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/

This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solu-
tions are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Gov-
ernment  - Our Shared Future.  In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my 
detailed plans in the Autumn, taking account of progress to date under the SSF, other measures 
and the input of key delivery partners.

  Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 431.

30/07/2020WRU10900Home Loan Scheme

30/07/2020WRU11000441. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from north County Kildare; 
the number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19777/20]

30/07/2020WRU11100448. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from Dublin 7 and 15; the 
number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19841/20]

30/07/2020WRU11200457. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans to Wicklow County Council; the 
number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19890/20]

30/07/2020WRU11300465. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from each municipal district 
in County Tipperary; the number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19941/20]

30/07/2020WRU11400487. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from counties Cavan and 
Monaghan; the number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20187/20]

30/07/2020WRU11500494. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Donegal; the number that have been successful; the number that have been 
refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20274/20]

30/07/2020WRU11600504. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from County Donegal; the 
number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20437/20]

30/07/2020WRU11700522. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans in counties Meath and 
Westmeath by local authority; the number that have been successful; the number that have been 
refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20708/20]

30/07/2020WRU11800533. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans in counties Sligo, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Donegal; the number that have been successful; the number that have been 
refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20795/20]

30/07/2020WRU11900540. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from Kerry County Council; the 
number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20805/20]

30/07/2020WRU12000547. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from County Clare; 
the number that have been successful; the number refused; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20898/20]

30/07/2020WRU12100556. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans from County Kildare; the 
number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21013/20]

30/07/2020WRU12200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 441, 448, 457, 465, 487, 494, 504, 522, 533, 540, 547 and 556 
together.

The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations 
to the authorities to approve or refuse applications. Each local authority must have in place a 
credit committee and it is a matter for the committee to make the decision on applications for 
loans, in accordance with the regulations, having regard to the recommendations made by the 
Housing Agency.

I have asked the Agency to compile figures on the numbers of applications that it has as-
sessed and recommended for approval/decline for each local authority since the scheme began. 
The most recent figures, as at the end of June 2020, are included in the below table-

Local Authority Applications Assessed Recommended to 
Approve 

Recommended to 
Decline 

Carlow County Council 95 35 60
Cavan County Council 26 9 17
Clare County Council 111 46 65
Cork City Council 278 116 162
Cork County Council 499 253 246
Donegal County Council 68 27 41
Dublin City Council 731 431 300
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council

160 89 71

Fingal County Council 848 470 378
Galway City Council 127 66 61
Galway County Council 216 73 143
Kerry County Council 177 72 105
Kildare County Council 218 114 104
Kilkenny County Council 83 41 42
Laois County Council 153 73 80
Leitrim County Council 27 6 21
Limerick City & County Council 175 103 72
Longford County Council 66 33 33
Louth County Council 180 75 105
Mayo County Council 100 34 66
Meath County Council 373 235 138
Monaghan County Council 83 25 58
Offaly County Council 66 27 39
Roscommon County Council 71 31 40
Sligo County Council 77 36 41
South Dublin County Council 445 233 212
Tipperary County Council 171 72 99
Waterford City & County Council 146 48 98
Westmeath County Council 65 37 28
Wexford County Council 209 97 112
Wicklow County Council 282 129 153

 The next stages in the process are approval by and drawdown from the local authority. 

My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that an 
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official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

Information on the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan for 2019, including the number and 
value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns, as well as average loan amounts, are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/
local-authority-loan-activity 

Information on the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan for 2018 is also available through this link 
and can be found under local authority loans approved and local authority loans paid, however 
these figures are not detailed by loan type.  My Department recently issued data requests for the 
first two quarters of 2020 and more up to date figures will be made available in due course, as 
additional data is compiled.

The data collected for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is on a local authority basis and is 
not broken down by postcode/area.

  Question No. 442 answered with Question No. 438.

30/07/2020WRU12400Vacant Properties

30/07/2020WRU12500443. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Kildare County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
programme; if such an application has been submitted; the funding he proposes to allocate to 
the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19780/20]

30/07/2020WRU12600450. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Fingal County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding he proposes to 
allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19843/20]

30/07/2020WRU12700459. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he has invited Wicklow County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
voids programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding his Depart-
ment plans to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19892/20]

30/07/2020WRU12800466. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he has invited Tipperary County Council to make an application for the vacant 
properties voids programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding 
his Department plans to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for the release of the 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19942/20]

30/07/2020WRU12900489. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited counties Cavan and Monaghan to make an application for the vacant 
properties voids programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding 
his Department plans to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20189/20]
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30/07/2020WRU13000496. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Leitrim, Sligo, Donegal and Roscommon county councils to make an ap-
plication for the vacant properties voids programme; if such an application has been submitted; 
the amount of funding he plans to allocate to each authority; the expected timeframe for release 
of the funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20276/20]

30/07/2020WRU13100506. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Donegal County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding his Department 
proposes to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20439/20]

30/07/2020WRU13200524. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Meath County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
voids programme; if such an application has been submitted, the amount he plans to allocate to 
the authority; the estimated timeframe for release of the funding; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20710/20]

30/07/2020WRU13300535. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Leitrim, Sligo, Donegal and Roscommon county councils to make an 
application for the vacant properties voids programme; if applications have been submitted, the 
amount of funding he plans to allocate to each authority; the estimated timeframe for release of 
the funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20797/20]

30/07/2020WRU13400542. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if 
he has invited Kerry County Council to make an application for the vacant properties voids 
programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding his Department 
plans to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20807/20]

30/07/2020WRU13500549. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he has invited Clare Count Council to make an application for the vacant prop-
erties voids programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding his 
Department proposes to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20900/20]

30/07/2020WRU13600558. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has invited Kildare County Council to make an application for the vacant properties 
programme; if such an application has been submitted; the amount of funding his Department 
proposes to allocate to the authority; the expected timeframe for release of the funding; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21015/20]

30/07/2020WRU13700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 443, 450, 459, 466, 489, 496, 506, 524, 535, 542, 549 and 558 
together.

An initial call for proposals for COVID-19 related voids funding issued to local authorities 
earlier this year. It was targeted at supporting authorities bring social housing homes back into 
use quickly to help them deal with Covid-19 restrictions and requirements. I understand that the 
work on the majority of these homes is now complete and from overall funding of €4.8 million 
475 homes were brought into productive use.

As announced on the 23rd   of July, as part of this Government’s Stimulus Package, I have 
secured additional funding for the Voids programme this year, to help bring over 2,000 homes 
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back into use, support local authorities financially and to give a stream of work to builders and 
contractors locally, across the country. 

My Department has been in regular contact with local authority management in preparing 
this programme and I have highlighted its importance, in particular the need for immediate de-
livery, to the City and County Management Association during a meeting with social housing 
delivery partners this week.

A call for proposals and initial funding allocations will issue to all local authorities immi-
nently.

  Question No. 444 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 447 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 451 answered with Question No. 429.

30/07/2020WRV00600Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRV00700452. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be provided to local authorities in cases in which there has been a shortfall 
in rates income over the past number of months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19851/20]

30/07/2020WRV00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The levying and collection of rates are legally matters for each individual local authority.  Local 
authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes.  

An initial three-month waiver of rates for businesses forced to close business due to CO-
VID-19 was announced in early May.

In order to enhance the supports available for enterprise, and in recognition of the fact that 
not only have many ratepayers been forced to close business due to the public health require-
ments, but many others who remained open have suffered significant reductions in turnover, 
this waiver has now been extended for a duration of six months to the end of September and the 
categories of enterprise who will be eligible to avail of it has been expanded. 

A 100% waiver will be applied to all businesses, for a six-month period to the end of Sep-
tember, with the exclusion of a small number of categories.  The rationale for the exclusion of 
certain categories of ratepayers is that their operations were not as severely impacted by the 
pandemic, coupled with the need to direct resources appropriately.

To support both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been 
allocated by Government to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates for six months for 
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eligible businesses impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic.  This will take the form of a credit 
in lieu of rates.

The Credit in Lieu of Commercial Rates shall be administered by Local Authorities.

Credits in lieu of commercial rates applied to ratepayer accounts under this scheme shall 
be applied as a credit on the rate bill for 2020.  Local authorities should automatically apply a 
100% credit in lieu of commercial rates, for a six-month period, to classes and categories of oc-
cupied rateable property where the occupying business is not in an excluded category.

30/07/2020WRV00900Commercial Rates

30/07/2020WRV01000453. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of businesses that have been paying commercial rates to each local authority in 
each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020, by local authority area, in tabular form; 
the amount of commercial rates received by each local authority in the same period, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19868/20]

30/07/2020WRV01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the 
independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The 
levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority. 

My Department does not hold any data on the number of properties paying rates in indi-
vidual local authority areas. 

The Local Government Audit Service provide an independent audit of local authorities an-
nual financial statements and a summary of their findings, titled Overview of the Work of the 
Local Government Audit Service, is published annually on my Department’s website at the 
following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/category/local-government-audit-ser-
vice/sub-type/annual-report/topic/activity/type/publications  

2018 is the latest year for which audited local authority annual financial statement data is 
available.  You will note that in the 2018 and 2017 publications a detailed summary of rates 
accrued and collected is at Appendix 12 and at Appendix 11 in the 2016 and 2015 publications.

  Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 455 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 456 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 457 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 458 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 459 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 460 answered with Question No. 429.

30/07/2020WRV01900Local Authority Funding
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30/07/2020WRV02000461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding his Department provided for the fire service’s Ctrí project in 
each of the years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [19931/20]

30/07/2020WRV02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station prem-
ises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Service Acts 1981 and 
2003.  My Department supports fire authorities through general policy setting and preparing 
legislation, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other 
related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects. 

The CTrí Project, which is supported by my Department and led by the National Director-
ate for Fire and Emergency Management, has been designed to deliver the next generation fire 
service communications and mobilisation system.  While the current three regional systems 
have operated successfully since the early 1990’s, the technology has now moved forward suf-
ficiently to allow us to establish a single National system with three nodes in the three Regional 
Communications Centres, and facilitate the development of standardised national technological 
systems and operational processes.  The core elements of the project are:

- the migration from our old analogue radio systems to the new Tetra platform; 

- the development of a new national Fire Service Command and Control software platform 
which all three regions will use for receipt and despatch; and

- the standardisation, to a common national standard, of all operational process in the three 
regions, i.e. staffing, training, quality management, control room procedures, etc.

The project represents both a significant financial commitment from the Government and 
the effective collaboration of all local authorities.  The purpose of the project is to improve the 
quality and resilience of fire services communications across the country, ensuring that we keep 
our firefighters safe and in turn, allow them to protect the communities they serve.  Ctrí retains 
the ambition of delivering significantly better communication systems, integrating our controls 
and providing a platform upon which firefighters across the country can continue to deliver 
safer communities.

My Department provides 100% of the capital funding for the Ctrí project.  The amounts 
provided in each of the years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, are set out in the following table.

Year Amount
2018 €2,807,579
2019 €3,909,895
2020 €362,528
 €7,080,002

  Question No. 462 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 464 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 465 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 466 answered with Question No. 443.
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  Question No. 467 answered with Question No. 429.

30/07/2020WRV02800Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRV02900468. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social houses directly built by planning authorities countrywide over the 
past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19944/20]

30/07/2020WRV03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive statistics on a quarterly basis on all social housing 
delivery activity under Rebuilding Ireland.  This is published on the statistics page of my De-
partment’s website, at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/
social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  This will provide the Deputy with de-
tailed breakdown of activity across multiple years up to end Q4 2019. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Q1 2020 returns have been deferred and will be collected 
in conjunction with Q2 2020 and reported in due course. 

In addition to the statistical overview of activity in each local authority, a detailed Social 
Housing Construction Status Report (CSR) is published which provides scheme level detail on 
new build activity under Rebuilding Ireland.  The most recent publication covers the period 
up to the end of Q4 2019 and was published on 14 May 2020.  This report is available on the 
Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-
murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q4-2019-2/  

30/07/2020WRV03100Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRV03200469. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social houses provided by approved housing associations in the four Dublin 
local authorities over the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19949/20]

30/07/2020WRV03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The allocation of homes to households on waiting lists by either Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) or local authorities is a matter for individual local authorities in line with their scheme 
of housing allocations.

My Department supports local authorities to engage with AHBs in the delivery of housing 
through a wide range of schemes.

AHB Delivery under build and acquisitions in the Dublin Region since 2016 is detailed in 
the following table.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Q1 2020 returns were deferred to be col-
lected in conjunction with Q2 2020 and reported in due course.

 2016   2017   2018   2019        

                  

Local Author-
ity

AHB 
Build 

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build 

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

 AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

Total 
AHB

Dublin City 
Council

99 68 N/A 214 116 55 309 280 30 386 123 20  1008 587 105 1700
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 2016   2017   2018   2019        

                  

Local Author-
ity

AHB 
Build 

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

AHB 
Build 

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

 AHB 
Build

AHB 
Acq

AHB 
Leas-
ing

Total 
AHB

Dun 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown 
County   
Council

0 30 N/A 132 45 9 35 29 1 84 11 1  251 115 11 377

Fingal 
County 
Council

19 73 N/A 120 44 38 155 107 27 333 44 21  627 268 86 981

South Dublin 
County 
Council

0 29 N/A 105 28 6 134 44 17 233 59 14  472 160 37 669

Totals 118 200 0 571 233 108 633 460 75 1036 237 56  2358 1130 239 3727

* AHB Leasing Figures are not available for 2016. LA and AHB Leasing delivery was count-
ed together in 2016.   

Significant progress has been made by the AHB sector over the last number of years.  There 
are a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available to local authorities to deliver social 
housing supports in partnership with AHBs through capital and current  funding.  The funding 
under these programmes is provided directly to local authorities who, in turn, advance the fund-
ing to AHBs, as appropriate. 

30/07/2020WRV03400Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRV03500470. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of private homes purchased for social housing by the four Dublin local au-
thorities in the past five years, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19950/20]

30/07/2020WRV03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive statistics on a quarterly basis on all social housing 
delivery activity under Rebuilding Ireland, including acquisitions.  This is published on the 
statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  This will pro-
vide the Deputy with detailed breakdown of activity across multiple years up to end Q4 2019.

30/07/2020WRV03700Homeless Persons Data

30/07/2020WRV03800471. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of persons presenting as homeless to local authorities in March, April, 
May, June and July 2020; the comparable figures for March, April, May, June and July 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19958/20]

30/07/2020WRV03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not hold the specific details requested by the Deputy.  My Department 
publishes a detailed monthly report on homelessness, based on data provided by housing au-
thorities.  The Report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency accom-
modation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.  The Reports are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:  http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homeless-
ness/other/homelessness-data
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30/07/2020WRV04000Local Authority Housing

30/07/2020WRV04100472. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of housing units which have been leased or purchased in March, April, 
May, June and July 2020, by local authority; the comparable figures for March, April, May, 
June and July 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19959/20]

30/07/2020WRV04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive statistics on a quarterly basis on all social housing 
delivery activity under Rebuilding Ireland, including acquisitions and leasing.  This is pub-
lished on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  
This will provide the Deputy with detailed breakdown of activity across multiple years up to 
end Q4 2019.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the collation of Q1 2020 returns from local authorities was 
deferred.  Q1 and Q2 data are now being collected and will be published in due course.

In 2019, 1,161 social homes were delivered through leasing, whilst 2,772 social homes were 
delivered  through acquisition.  A further 6,074 social homes were delivered under various build 
programmes by local Authorities and Approved Housing Bodies, meaning in total more than 
10,000 social homes were completed last year. 

The new Programme for Government commits to the delivery of an additional 50,000 new 
social homes with an increasing emphasis on new build.

30/07/2020WRW00200Housing Policy

30/07/2020WRW00300473. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the position regarding the progress which has been made on the national differen-
tial rent scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19960/20]

30/07/2020WRW00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government commits to bringing forward a package of social housing 
reforms, which includes standardising the differential rents regime across the country to ensure 
fairness. 

Work on the review of the current rent schemes has been ongoing and I have asked my De-
partment to prepare recommendations regarding the potential for a standardised local author-
ity rents system, which I will consider in due course as part of the package of social housing 
reforms.

30/07/2020WRW00500Housing Policy

30/07/2020WRW00600474. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will report on the review of co-living development in his Department; the 
terms of reference; the person or body undertaking the review; the expected timeline for deliv-
ery of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19961/20]

30/07/2020WRW00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The new Programme for Government identifies the need to avoid over-concentration of particu-
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lar housing types in areas, by requiring local authorities to complete housing need and demand 
assessments to inform delivery of an appropriate mix of housing typologies to cater for the 
needs of disparate household types and sizes.  

Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines for Plan-
ning Authorities, sets out policy in relation to a range of apartment formats needed to meet the 
accommodation needs of different household types and sizes.  This includes the potential for 
a ‘Shared Accommodation’ or ‘Co-Living’ format, which comprises professionally managed 
rental accommodation, where living accommodation, that may comprise individual rooms, is 
rented within an overall development, that must also include access to shared or communal 
facilities and amenities, but not shared bathroom or toilet facilities.

Between 2018 and June 2020, only a small number of co-living bedspaces were approved 
by An Bord Pleanála under the Strategic Housing Development application process and there 
have been no such developments completed in Dublin to date.  So this concept represents a very 
small portion of the housing sector.

Nonetheless, I believe it is important to review the concept of co-living in an Irish context, 
at this stage, having regard to standards and accommodation needs.  I am considering the most 
appropriate mechanism for doing so.

30/07/2020WRW00800Wastewater Treatment

30/07/2020WRW00900475. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government the grant scheme for local authorities in relation to localised sewerage and 
wastewater treatment plants; the number of local authorities that have applied for the grant; the 
number that have been successful; and the applications outstanding. [20034/20]

30/07/2020WRW01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
assume that the Deputy is referring to completed residential estates that are dependent on De-
veloper Provided Water Services Infrastructure for their water services.  

In July 2019, my Department launched the multi-annual Developer-Provided Water Servic-
es Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021.  Bids were sought from local authorities 
for funding under the programme and nineteen local authorities with Developer-Provided Water 
Services Infrastructure in estates in their areas made applications for funding. 

My Department has completed a preliminary evaluation and clarification process on the 
bids received from the local authorities.  An Expert Panel, which includes Departmental, stake-
holder and independent representation, has been appointed to examine the bids.  The Panel has 
held a number of meetings to date.   

I expect that the Expert Panel will make recommendations to me shortly on the suitabil-
ity of projects for funding under the programme.  This will be based on criteria set out in the 
Framework document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals.  It is expected that 
an announcement on approvals and allocations will be made once that process is concluded in 
the coming weeks.

30/07/2020WRW01100Wastewater Treatment

30/07/2020WRW01200476. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the additional funding, not already committed, allocated in the July stimulus to small 
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sewerage schemes in villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20053/20]

30/07/2020WRW01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level. 

In relation to the July Jobs Stimulus Package, capital funding being provided to Irish Water 
will allow for an acceleration of the leakage reduction programme.  This will lead to activity 
across all 26 counties and allow for the creation of up to 350 jobs.  Works under this programme 
will be split across urban and remote locations. 

The stimulus package also provides funding to Irish Water for use in their capital mainte-
nance programme.  This investment will also provide jobs and will improve water and waste 
water services through the replacement of failed or failing treatment equipment.  This will 
improve operations and improve service to water service users.  Allocating funding to this pro-
gramme ensures that the funding delivers on the objectives of the stimulus package and has the 
greatest impact on water infrastructure performance and resilience. 

In relation to any specific issues, Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with 
representations and queries from public representatives.  The Irish Water team can be contacted 
via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 
578.  Details of all Irish Water’s plans and projects are also available on its website www.water.
ie.

30/07/2020WRW01400Local Authority Housing

30/07/2020WRW01500477. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons on the housing list for County Cavan approved for HAP but not in 
receipt of same. [20203/20]

30/07/2020WRW01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
If a household has been deemed eligible for social housing support, it is a matter for the local 
authority to examine the suite of social housing supports available, including the HAP scheme, 
to determine the most appropriate form of social housing support for that household in the ad-
ministrative area of that local authority.  The determination of entitlement to HAP, including the 
assessment of an applicant’s means, is governed by the same arrangements as for other social 
housing supports.

The Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2019, states that the total number of  house-
holds qualified for Social Housing Support in County Cavan at 24th June 2019 was 608.  At 
end June 2019, there were 322 households actively in receipt of HAP support in County Cavan.

At end June 2020, there were 415 households actively in receipt of HAP support in County 
Cavan.

30/07/2020WRW01700Housing Assistance Payment

30/07/2020WRW01800478. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there are a large number of landlords that 
are refusing to accept HAP tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20204/20]

30/07/2020WRW01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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A landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into a ten-
ancy agreement specifically with a HAP recipient.  However, on 1 January 2016, the Equality 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 introduced “housing assistance” as a new discriminatory 
ground.  This means that discrimination in the provision of accommodation or related service 
and amenities against people in receipt of rent supplement, HAP or other social welfare pay-
ments is prohibited.  Further information is available at https://www.ihrec.ie/your-rights/i-have-
an-issue-with-a-service/i-have-an-issue-about-accommodation/.

If a person feels that they have been discriminated against by a landlord or their agent, they 
can make a complaint under the Equal Status Acts to the Workplace Relations Commission; fur-
ther information is available on the Commission’s website, https://www.workplacerelations.ie. 

The HAP scheme plays a vital role in housing eligible families and individuals.  At the end 
of Q2 2020, nearly 79,000 HAP tenancies had been set-up since the scheme commenced, of 
which there were more than 56,500 households actively in receipt of HAP support and over 
32,000 separate landlords and agents providing accommodation to households supported by 
the scheme.

30/07/2020WRW02000Homeless Persons Supports

30/07/2020WRW02100479. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the supports his Department will provide to homeless persons that may be approved for 
HAP but are unable to find accommodation that will accept same. [20205/20]

30/07/2020WRW02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the statutory role of local authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local level.  Local authorities and their NGO service delivery partners 
work closely with households in emergency accommodation to help them identify and secure a 
home under the various social housing supports available.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) provides a flexible housing support to social hous-
ing eligible households.  The HAP Placefinder service is a targeted support to assist homeless 
households to identity and secure a HAP-supported tenancy.  The Placefinder service provides 
all local authorities with the option to pay deposits and advance rental payments, where neces-
sary, in order to secure a property.

30/07/2020WRW02300Planning Issues

30/07/2020WRW02400480. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to concerns in relation to planning irregularities at Wicklow 
County Council; if so, if an investigation will be carried out into the allegations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20063/20]

30/07/2020WRW02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has received correspondence in relation to a number of allegations regard-
ing certain matters in County Wicklow, which is being considered. 

30/07/2020WRW02600Local Authority Housing
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30/07/2020WRW02700481. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of plans by Wicklow County Council to build houses on council owned lands at Lott 
Lane, Kilcoole and Burnaby Mills, Greystones, County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20064/20]

30/07/2020WRW02800482. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if it will be ensured that the lands owned by Wicklow County Council at Lott Lane, Kilcoole 
and Burnaby Mills, Greystones, County Wicklow will be used to develop social housing, af-
fordable rental and affordable purchase homes only; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20065/20]

30/07/2020WRW02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 481 and 482 together.

No funding proposals have been made to my Department in respect of the sites referenced.  
The advancement of social housing proposals is a matter, in the first instance, for local authori-
ties. 

I fully support the development of social and affordable housing on publicly-owned land 
and my Department will work with local authorities including Wicklow County Council, on 
their proposals for such projects.

30/07/2020WRW03100Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRW03200483. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons with disabilities and families including persons with disabilities 
that were on social housing waiting list for each local authority in the period 1 January 2014 to 
31 December 2019; and the number on such a list to 31 May 2020, in tabular form. [20147/20]

30/07/2020WRW03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA) has been conducted on an annual basis 
since 2016, prior to which it was carried out once every three years. The last Summary under 
the triennial approach took place in  2013, and, as there was no assessment carried out in 2014 
or 2015, my Department has no data available for those years. 

The links to the information requested for the years 2016 to 2019 were provided by my De-
partment in a response to Question No. 1240 of 3 June 2020. 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2020-06-03/1240/#pq-answers-1240

While the SSHA is normally conducted in or around June, given the impact of the Covid-19 
crisis on local authorities and nature of the work involved in conducting the SSHA, the SSHA 
for 2020 was deferred to allow local authorities to continue to focus their resources on immedi-
ate priorities. However, recognising that the SSHA is a very important part of the evidence base 
for housing policy at both local authority and national level, I have directed local authorities 
to carry out the SSHA 2020 in November 2020.

  Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 485 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 486 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 487 answered with Question No. 441.
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  Question No. 488 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 490 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 494 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 495 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 496 answered with Question No. 443.

30/07/2020WRW04700Data Centres

30/07/2020WRW04800497. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the discussions his officials have had with Gas Networks Ireland with regard to the 
development of data centres in line with the policy of locating them in areas with grid capacity 
and only in cases in which there is an employment dividend associated with their development; 
if an evaluation has been conducted by his Department of the estimated impact of all 55 current 
data centres and the over 30 planned data centres on the daily demand for natural gas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20283/20]

30/07/2020WRW04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, I am specifically 
precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case (including data 
centres) with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned, except in 
specific circumstances which do not apply in this case.

As majority-shareholding Minister of Ervia, I have the key decision-making role, including 
corporate governance responsibility, for Ervia and Gas Networks Ireland in relation to requests 
for approval on capital expenditure or borrowings by the company.  In this regard, NewERA is 
involved in the provision of financial and commercial advisory services.  There have been no 
discussions between my Department and Gas Networks Ireland with regard to the development 
of data centres, or any evaluation conducted on the impact in relation to the daily demand for 
natural gas in this context.  My colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment has responsibility for overall energy policy, including natural gas.

30/07/2020WRX00200Housing Adaptation Grant

30/07/2020WRX00300498. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the allocation for local authority disability and mobility adaptation grants for council ten-
ants and private homeowners in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020; if additional funding will be 
allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20315/20]

30/07/2020WRX00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Funding allocations under the Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (LA Tenants) for local authori-
ties in 2018 and 2019 are detailed in the tables below: 
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Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (LA Tenants) - 2018 Allocations 

Local Authority Department Contribu-
tion (90%)

Local Authority Con-
tribution (10%)    

Total (Department and 
LA Contribution)    

Carlow County Council €311,220 €34,580 €345,800 
Cavan County Council €350,598 €38,955 €389,553 
Clare County Council €481,412 €53,490 €534,903 
Cork City Council €1,291,171 €143,463 €1,434,634 
Cork County Council €740,601 €82,289 €822,890 
Donegal County Council €466,102 €51,789 €517,891 
Dublin City Council €1,544,921 €171,658 €1,716,579 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County Council 

€387,487 €43,054 €430,541 

Fingal County Council €512,425 €56,936 €569,361 
Galway City Council €367,881 €40,876 €408,757 
Galway County Council €401,673 €44,630 €446,303 
Kerry County Council €423,617 €47,069 €470,685 
Kildare County Council €364,029 €40,448 €404,477 
Kilkenny County Council €296,202 €32,911 €329,113 
Laois County Council €326,003 €36,223 €362,225 
Leitrim County Council €260,550 €28,950 €289,500 
Limerick City and County   
Council 

€454,767 €50,530 €505,296 

Longford County Council €296,075 €32,897 €328,972 
Louth County Council €394,456 €43,828 €438,284 
Mayo County Council €209,956 €23,328 €233,284 
Meath County Council €359,543 €39,949 €399,492 
Monaghan County Council €285,011 €31,668 €316,679 
Offaly County Council €313,545 €34,838 €348,384 
Roscommon County Council €314,390 €34,932 €349,322 
Sligo County Council €475,265 €52,807 €528,072 
South Dublin County Council €346,915 €38,546 €385,461 
Tipperary County Council €591,707 65,745 €657,453 
Waterford City and   County 
Council 

€318,674 €35,408 €354,083 

Westmeath County Council €339,349 €37,705 €377,055 
Wexford County Council €310,445 €34,494 €344,939 
Wicklow County Council €464,010 €51,557 €515,567 
Total €14,000,000 €1,555,556 €15,555,556 

Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (LA Tenants) – 2019 Allocations       

 Local Authority Department Contribution 
(90%)   

Local Authority Contri-
bution (10%)    

Total (Department 
and LA Contribution)

Carlow County Council €205,000 €22,778 €227,778 
Cavan County Council €230,000 €25,556 €255,556 
Clare County Council €350,000 €38,889 €388,889 
Cork City Council €2,000,000 €222,222 €2,222,222 
Cork County Council €1,000,000 €111,111 €1,111,111 
Donegal County Council €400,000 €44,444 €444,444 
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 Local Authority Department Contribution 
(90%)   

Local Authority Contri-
bution (10%)    

Total (Department 
and LA Contribution)

Dublin City Council €2,375,000 €263,889 €2,638,889 
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County Council 

€255,000 €28,333 €283,333 

Fingal County Council €625,000 €69,444 €694,444 
Galway City Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000 
Galway County Council €350,000 €38,889 €388,889 
Kerry County Council €300,000 €33,333 €333,333 
Kildare County Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000 
Kilkenny County Council €225,000 €25,000 €250,000 
Laois County Council €220,000 €24,444 €244,444 
Leitrim County Council €175,000 €19,444 €194,444 
Limerick City and County 
Council 

€1,275,000 €141,667 €1,416,667 

Longford County Council €200,000 €22,222 €222,222 
Louth County Council €260,000 €28,889 €288,889 
Mayo County Council €150,000 €16,667 €166,667 
Meath County Council €245,000 €27,222 €272,222 
Monaghan County Council €200,000 €22,222 €222,222 
Offaly County Council €205,000 €22,778 €227,778 
Roscommon County Council €205,000 €22,778 €227,778 
Sligo County Council €325,000 €36,111 €361,111 
South Dublin County Council €500,000 €55,556 €555,556 
Tipperary County Council €500,000 €55,556 €555,556 
Waterford City and County   
Council 

€21000 €23,333 €233,333 

Westmeath County Council €225,000 €25,000 €250,000 
Wexford County Council €515,000 €57,222 €572,222 
Wicklow County Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000 
Total €15,075,000 €1,675,000 €16,750,000  

In respect of the Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (LA Tenants), all local authorities were 
asked to submit details of their work proposals and related funding requirements for 2020. 
These work proposals are being evaluated and the individual funding allocations for 2020 will 
issue shortly, and it is anticipated that the overall funding provision will be in line with previous 
years. However, in the interim, to avoid any delay in undertaking works, local authorities were 
advised earlier this year to proceed with works of up to 65% of their 2019 allocation.

Separately, funding allocations for 2018 and 2019 under the Housing Adaptation Grants for 
Older People and People with a Disability Scheme, for private houses, is publicly available on 
my Department’s website at the following links:

For 2018: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/minister-english-an-
nounces-eu6625-million-funding-improve-homes-older.

For 2019: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/older-people/minis-
ter-english-announces-eu7125-million-funding-improve.

For 2020, a total of €73.75 million has been provided for the Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability Scheme for private houses, and notification of 
individual local authority allocations will issue shortly. In the interim, all local authorities have 
been advised that they can expend an amount equal to 65% of their 2019 allocation.
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30/07/2020WRX00500Homeless Persons Supports

30/07/2020WRX00600499. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to reports that some persons are required to sleep rough 
before they can declare themselves homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20385/20]

30/07/2020WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the statutory role of local authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local level.

Under the Housing Act 1988 it is a matter for each local authority to determine whether a 
person is regarded as homeless in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of that Act.  This 
legislation allows a local authority to assess a household as homeless without any require-
ment for individuals to be rough sleeping or accessing emergency accommodation.

30/07/2020WRX00800Commercial Rates

30/07/2020WRX00900500. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason businesses cannot access the rates wavier due to the fact many county and city 
councils have not been given instruction on the way in which to apply the rates wavier; and the 
way in which the rates shortfall will be made up. [20396/20]

30/07/2020WRX01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The levying and collection of rates are legally matters for each individual local authority. Local 
authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes.

An initial three-month waiver of rates for businesses forced to close business due to CO-
VID-19 was announced in early May.

In order to enhance the supports available for enterprise, and in recognition of the fact that 
not only have many ratepayers been forced to close business due to the public health require-
ments, but many others who remained open have suffered significant reductions in turnover, 
this waiver has now been extended for a duration of six months to the end of September and the 
categories of enterprise who will be eligible to avail of it has been expanded.

A 100% waiver will be applied to all businesses, for a six-month period to the end of Sep-
tember, with the exclusion of a small number of categories. The rationale for the exclusion of 
certain categories of ratepayers is that their operations were not as severely impacted by the 
pandemic, coupled with the need to direct resources appropriately.

To support both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been 
allocated by Government to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates for six months for 
eligible businesses impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic. This will take the form of a credit in 
lieu of rates.

The Credit in Lieu of Commercial Rates shall be administered by Local Authorities.

Credits in lieu of commercial rates applied to ratepayer accounts under this scheme shall be 
applied as a credit on the rate bill for 2020. Local authorities have been provided with guidance 
on the waiver and should automatically apply a 100% credit in lieu of commercial rates, for a 
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six-month period, to classes and categories of occupied rateable property where the occupying 
business is not in an excluded category.

  Question No. 501 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 503 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 504 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 505 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 506 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 429.

30/07/2020WRX01800Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRX01900508. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
when a decision will be made on an application from Louth County Council for funding to de-
velop the northern port access route, Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20503/20]

30/07/2020WRX02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Louth County Council  submitted an application for funding support for this project under Call 
2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund. The final date for the submission of appli-
cations under Call 2 was the 29th May. A large number of proposals were received, with every 
local authority submitting at least one application for URDF support.

Because of the nature of the URDF programme the proposals are very complex, and each 
will require detailed assessment. The assessment process will take place over the coming 
months with the intention that a new tranche of approved proposals, which will augment the 
existing pipeline of projects from Call 1 and contribute to the achievement of Programme for 
Government commitments and the objectives of the National Planning Framework and Project 
Ireland 2040, will be announced later in the year.

30/07/2020WRX02100Student Accommodation

30/07/2020WRX02200509. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to ensure refunds are provided to students for all relevant payments of 
accommodation provided under section 13(d) of the Planning and Development (Housing) and 
Residential Tenancies Act 2016 in which the accommodation has been vacated by the student 
due to the suspension of higher education activity due to Covid-19; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20512/20]

30/07/2020WRX02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With effect from 27 March 2020, emergency measures were introduced into law to protect ten-
ants during the COVID-19 emergency period. Tenants cannot be forced to leave their rental 
accommodation, other than in exceptional circumstances, during this period. These emergency 
laws initially applied for a period of 3 months from the enactment of the Emergency Measures 
in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 and were subsequently extended to 20 July by the 
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previous Government.

On my request, after consultation with the Minister for Health, and with the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, the Government has made an Order extending the 
emergency period until 1 August 2020.

My Department recently published a Guidance Document on Covid-19 supports for land-
lords and tenants which sets out the emergency rental measures and income and other supports 
available to tenants and landlords during the emergency period. The Guidance document is 
available at:

https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/general/COVID_Update_Guidance_Document_
final.pdf 

and a list of Frequently Asked Questions has been developed and is available at:

https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/Comms%20and%20Research/FAQs_on_Emer-
gency_Legislation_Final.pdf.

The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2019 provide for minimum notice periods to be served 
by tenants and landlords for tenancy terminations – for example, a student must provide 28 days 
notice to end a tenancy of less than 6 months duration or 35 days to end a tenancy of more than 
6 months but less than 1 year.

The Acts do not prescribe specific terms and conditions regarding the payment of rents or 
deposits for inclusion in individual letting agreements in the private rental market including the 
student-specific accommodation sector. Contract law governs such arrangements.

The specific terms associated with an individual student’s rights and obligations are likely 
to be set out in a written contract signed by both the student and the landlord. Engagement be-
tween the parties to clarify the respective contractual obligations of the student and the landlord 
is key in establishing whether a breach of contract had occurred.

Students may wish to contact their third level education providers to seek any assistance 
that they might be in a position to provide. If a student cannot come to an agreement with their 
accommodation provider, they might wish to contact the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) 
regarding their concerns – https://www.rtb.ie/– or to refer a dispute for resolution with regard 
to the non-refund of their deposit.

The RTB was established as an independent statutory body under the Residential Tenan-
cies Act 2004 to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between 
landlords and tenants.

I understand that the Department of Education and Skills is working with representatives 
from the higher education sector to address the challenges faced by students during this difficult 
time. The Department of Education of Skills understands, based on the information available 
to it, that the majority of students in university-owned accommodation will receive pro-rata 
refunds if they vacate their accommodation.  The former Minister for Education and Skills indi-
cated that he would wish to see this principle applied in the case of students who were residing 
in privately owned student accommodation. However, it is not within the remit of the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills nor of my Department to direct any accommodation provider to 
refund rents paid.

30/07/2020WRX02400Register of Electors
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30/07/2020WRX02500510. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the proposals to modernise the electoral registration process follow-
ing public consultation in early 2019 in view of the publication of the relevant report in Decem-
ber 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20533/20]

30/07/2020WRX02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future commits to progressing this work includ-
ing the simplification of processes and forms; a move to a system of identity verification using 
one’s PPSN; a rolling register and a single national electoral register database.

Work is ongoing in my Department on developing a new streamlined registration applica-
tion form to replace the current suite of forms. Further consultation with Local Authorities and 
others, including the National Adult Literacy Agency and the National Disability Authority, is 
planned to ensure the form is simple, effective and accessible to all citizens.

In relation to optional online registration, a technical evaluation of the Voter.ie platform be-
ing used by the Dublin Local Authorities will inform a recommendation to Government regard-
ing the suitability of voter.ie for roll out as a national electoral registration platform.

A number of other reforms, like rolling registration, will require primary legislation. My 
Department is currently developing proposals in this respect for consideration by Government.

30/07/2020WRX02700Housing Issues

30/07/2020WRX02800511. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the contribution the forestry industry is making to the housing construc-
tion industry from an environmental perspective; if he will support the further development of 
timber-frame construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20541/20]

30/07/2020WRX02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
All new dwellings must comply with building regulations, the aim of which is to provide for 
the safety and welfare of people in and about buildings. The building regulations apply to the 
design and construction of a new building (including a dwelling) or an extension to an exist-
ing building as well as for material alterations and certain material changes of use to existing 
buildings.

The minimum performance requirements that a building must achieve are set out in the sec-
ond schedule to the building regulations. These requirements are set out in 12 parts (classified 
as Parts A to M).

Building regulations are performance based. My Department does not have an approval 
function and does not approve or endorse products for compliance with the building regulations 
or standards.

I.S.440: 2009+A1:2014 Timber Frame Construction, Dwellings and other Buildings is the 
Irish standard on timber frame construction (as referenced in Technical Guidance Document A 
Structure 2012 and Technical Guidance Document B Fire Vol 2 2017). I.S. 440 refers to respon-
sibilities, materials, design, manufacture, construction details, site work and services.

My Department encourages the use of standards and rapid delivery frameworks for delivery 
of social housing in the construction sector which supports all construction technologies includ-
ing timber frame. In addition, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform are leading a 
construction productivity workgroup which also supports all construction technologies.
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Embodied Carbon in construction materials makes a significant contribution to the lifetime 
carbon emissions of new buildings as the operational carbon emissions for heating, lighting and 
other services have been significantly reduced in Nearly Zero Energy Buildings. Measures to 
take account of embodied carbon emissions are proposed in the Climate Action Plan and in the 
Construction Products Regulation.

Under the Climate Action Plan, the Office of Public Works are putting in place a roadmap 
to promote greater use of lower-carbon building material alternatives in construction and the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are carrying out a research and development project to 
examine life cycle analysis and embedded energy in buildings to compare the use of sustainable 
materials.

In addition, at EU level under the Construction Products Regulation a framework is being 
discussed to look at the impacts on the wider environment that occur during the whole life cycle 
of a construction product.  The European Commission has invited stakeholder opinion from 
industry and others through online workshops and a recent survey.

30/07/2020WRX03000Planning Issues

30/07/2020WRX03100512. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to a recent High Court judgment (details supplied); the 
implications that this case will have on the current planning process; and if he plans to intro-
duce changes to the planning regime in respect of strategic housing developments, the lifting of 
height restrictions and the reduction in apartment standards. [20546/20]

30/07/2020WRX03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): It 
would not be appropriate for me to comment on the High Court Judgement referred to because 
neither I, as Minister, or the State is a party to the case concerned. In addition, it should be noted 
that under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, I am specifically 
precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any case which a planning author-
ity or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

While not commenting directly on the Judgement, I note that the Judgement referred to 
the application of the provisions of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential 
Tenancies Act 2016 relating to Strategic Housing Developments (SHDs) and the relevant “spe-
cific planning policy requirement” 3(A) contained in the Urban Development Building Heights 
Guidelines issued to planning authorities in December 2018, rather than questioning the valid-
ity of same.

I cannot comment on the workings of An Bord Pleanála as it is an independent statutory 
body with responsibility for the determination of SHD applications.

  Question No. 513 answered with Question No. 435.

30/07/2020WRX03400Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRX03500514. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of support allocated, drawn down or requested for the restoration of Fermoy Weir. 
[20668/20]

30/07/2020WRX03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
While the funding of the maintenance and repair of weirs is not a matter that falls within the 
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remit of this Department, and it has no specific funding line for such projects, it is appreciated 
that this is a very important project for Cork County Council and the community of Fermoy, in 
particular.

In view of the strategic importance of this project from an economic, social and environ-
mental perspective, a strictly once off exceptional payment of €175,000 to Cork County Coun-
cil was sanctioned by the previous Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government from 
the Local Government Fund on the 17 September 2019. However, the approved allocation has 
yet to be drawn down by Cork County Council. My Department remains committed to this level 
of support in 2020.

30/07/2020WRX03700Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRX03800515. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of funding drawn down by Cork County Council for Traveller accommodation in 
each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively. [20669/20]

30/07/2020WRX03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authorities 
have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and 
the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate structures 
and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, including a 
national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

The drawdown of funding for Traveller-specific accommodation by Cork County Council in 
2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 is set out in the table below.

 Year  Drawdown
 2018  Nil
 2019  €205,668
 2020 (year to date)  Nil

30/07/2020WRX04000Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRX04100516. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the new social housing in the Cork County Council area by local area, unit type and whether 
new build, refurbishment, purchase or social leasing in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020 
respectively. [20670/20]

30/07/2020WRX04200518. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the planned social housing units or those in the process of delivery in Cork County Council area 
broken down by local area and type of unit for 2020 and 2021. [20672/20]

30/07/2020WRX04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 516 and 518 together.

My Department publishes comprehensive statistics on a quarterly basis on all social housing 
delivery activity. This is published on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the fol-
lowing link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-
social-housing-provision. This will provide the Deputy with detailed breakdown of activity 
across multiple years up to end Q4 2019.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Q1 2020 returns were deferred to be collected in conjunc-
tion with Q2 2020 and both will be reported on in due course.

In addition to the statistical overview of activity in each local authority, a detailed Social 
Housing Construction Status Report (CSR) is published which provides scheme level detail on 
new build activity. The most recent publication covers the period up to the end of Q4 2019 and 
was published on 14 May 2020.

This report is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: https://re-
buildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-
for-q4-2019-2/.

More detail, including information broken down to local area level, should be available 
from the local authority.

30/07/2020WRX04400Housing Data

30/07/2020WRX04500517. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the total cost of social leasing, rent supplement, RAS and HAP payments, respectively, in the 
Cork County Council area in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively. [20671/20]

30/07/2020WRX04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The total expenditure for Cork County Council under the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS) and the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) from 2018 to date in 
2020 is as follows:

Scheme Expenditure 2018
€m

Expenditure 2019
€m

Expenditure to end 
Q2 2020 
€m

RAS 6.9 4.9 2.5
SHCEP 5.4 4.9 1.1
SHCEP supports the delivery of social housing by providing financial support to local au-

thorities for the leasing of houses and apartments. Dwellings under the scheme come from a 
number of different sources including private owners, Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs), Part 
V and the NAMA Special Purpose Vehicle (NARPS).

In relation to the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), Limerick City and County Council 
provide a highly effective HAP transactional shared service on behalf of all local authorities. 
This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the 
tenant, local authority and landlord.

Accordingly, my Department does not recoup individual local authorities in respect of HAP 
rental payments in their administrative areas but rather recoups all landlord costs via the HAP 
SSC. However, the following table details the number of active tenancies and average rent paid 
to landlords at the end 2018 and 2019 for County Cork.

End Year No. of Active HAP Tenan-
cies

Average Rent Paid

2018 3,339 €727
2019 3,431 €748
Responsibility for Rent Supplement falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for 
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Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

  Question No. 518 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 519 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 520 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 521 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 522 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 524 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 525 answered with Question No. 429.

Water Services

526. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the new grants scheme for the upgrading of bore wells; the rates available to appli-
cants; his plans to expand the grant to new homes which experience the same issues with water 
mains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20731/20]

30/07/2020WRY00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Housing (Private Water Supply Financial Assistance) Regulations 2020, the grant 
scheme to support improvement works for a private water supply has been revised.  This re-
vised scheme forms part of the funding investment under Measure 8 of the Multi-Annual Rural 
Water Programme 2019 to 2021.

Following an examination of the previous arrangements, consultation with stakeholders in-
cluding local authorities, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Health Service Execu-
tive, and consideration of the matter by the multi-stakeholder Rural Water Working Group put 
in place in 2018, the revised scheme brings into effect the following changes:

- A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000;

- A maximum grant of €5,000 has been introduced, in cases where the local authority agrees 
that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new well.

The maximum percentage of approved costs is being increased from 75% to 85%, subject 
to the total maximum costs of either €3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well.

Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment element 
(typically filtration and UV treatment) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000.

The qualifying age of a house before an application can be made remains at 7 years and the 
period before a further application can be made also remains at 7 years. However, applicants are 
now permitted to make a second application if the maximum grant was not fully utilised within 
the seven-year period. 

These changes form part of the larger investment already being made through the Multi-An-
nual Rural Water Programme, to support the communities and local economies of rural Ireland.  
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The Government continues to work with local authorities to ensure that people living in rural 
Ireland have access to quality water services, equivalent to those living in urban communities.  

The new grant scheme for private water supplies is administered by the local authorities on 
behalf of my Department.

In implementing the revised arrangements, my Department has undertaken to conduct a 
review of the grant scheme after one year of operation to ensure its alignment with policy ob-
jectives.

  Question No. 527 answered with Question No. 430.

Housing Issues

528. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to the large housing development planned for Waterrock, County 
Cork and the local concerns regarding a history of flooding on the site; the additional work or 
investigation that has been carried out regarding the matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20751/20]

Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing development within in its area of responsibility, is a matter for Cork County Council, 
in the first instance, as a planning and housing authority. 

My Department is supporting housing delivery in Midleton via the Serviced Sites Fund and 
the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund.  

I understand that Cork County Council has confirmed that the Water Rock Urban Expansion 
Area Infrastructure Works are justified in accordance with “The Planning System and Flood 
Risk Management” 2009 guidelines and appropriate for this strategic housing location in Met-
ropolitan Cork.

Social and Affordable Housing

529. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the proposed social housing development at a location 
(details supplied); his views on the development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20764/20]

Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
No funding proposal has been made to my Department in respect of the project referenced. The 
advancement of social housing proposals is a matter, in the first instance, for local authorities.   

Departmental Expenditure

530. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the payments for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 
2015. [20779/20]

Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
An examination of records indicates that my Department has not made any payments for goods 
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or services to the company in question since 2015.

  Question No. 531 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 532 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 533 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 535 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 536 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 537 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 538 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 539 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 540 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 542 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 543 answered with Question No. 429.

  Question No. 544 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 545 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 546 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 547 answered with Question No. 441.30/07/2020WRZ00100

  Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 549 answered with Question No. 443.

30/07/2020WRZ00400Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRZ00500550. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 161 of 9 October 2019, if consideration has 
been given as to the way in which local authorities can implement the provisions outlined by 
section 84(5) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 for such families; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20912/20]

30/07/2020WRZ00600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): As 
stated in the reply referred to by the Deputy, Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2009 was commenced in June 2018 to provide a new statutory basis for affordable dwelling 
purchase arrangements. Initial Regulations in relation to schemes of priorities were made sub-
sequently and further Regulations are being developed regarding eligibility and other matters. 

Under the provisions of section 84(2)(c) of the Act, a household will normally be ineli-
gible for an affordable dwelling purchase arrangement where the household or any household 
member has previously purchased or built a dwelling for his or her occupation, or for any other 
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purpose, in the State. 

However, section 84(5) provides that where a household requires to relocate to a different 
dwelling or different administrative area or both, section 84(2)(c) will not render a household 
ineligible where the household had previously purchased an affordable dwelling under Part 5 or 
under the previous legislative provisions in relation to affordable purchase arrangements (now 
repealed). 

The question of whether a household “requires” to relocate would be a matter for the hous-
ing authority to determine under section 84(5). However, the need for any further detail or guid-
ance on this matter will be considered in the context of Regulations to be made in the coming 
months or in guidelinesto be issued by my Department.

This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solu-
tions are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Gov-
ernment - Our Shared Future.  In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my 
detailed plans in the Autumn, taking account of progress to date under existing measures such 
as the Serviced Sites Fund and the Rebuilding Ireland Homeloan and informed by the input of 
key delivery partners. 

30/07/2020WRZ00700Housing Estates

30/07/2020WRZ00800551. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to address the issue of local authorities not taking in charge parts of estates that have a 
management company in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20929/20]

30/07/2020WRZ00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The most recent amendments to the taking in charge provisions of the planning code were made 
in section 37 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 with a view to further 
strengthening and streamlining the taking-in-charge process.

Residential developments consisting of two or more dwellings that have been granted plan-
ning permission under section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 
Act) may be eligible (depending on the grant of planning condition) for taking in charge. The 
taking in charge of residential estates by local authorities is provided for under section 180 of 
the Act, as amended by the 2018 Act, and is a reserved function of the elected members.  

Under Section 180 (1) of the Act, the planning authority is obliged to initiate taking in 
charge procedures where requested by either the developer or by the majority of owners of 
the dwellings in question. However, this is subject to the development being completed to the 
satisfaction of the planning authority and in accordance with the permission and any conditions 
attached to the permission.  

Legislation governing the management of multi-unit developments (typically apartment/ 
duplex developments, gated housing schemes, holiday homes and retirement villages) is ad-
dressed by the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, which comes under the remit of my col-
league, the Minister for Justice.  This Act regulates the ownership and management of common 
areas, facilities, amenities and services of multi-unit developments, and provides for the estab-
lishment of owners’ management companies to manage and maintain such areas and facilities.  
A private management company, which must comprise the owners of all of the properties in a 
development, is required to be put in place where there are common areas, structural elements 
and services and/or any grounds, open spaces, car parking or roadways that are not generally 
accessible to members of the public (i.e. non-residents or visitors).  Accordingly, multi-unit 
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developments, which are operated by private management companies, do not come under the 
taking in charge provisions.   

I have no plans to amend the taking in charge legislative provisions.

30/07/2020WRZ01000Planning Guidelines

30/07/2020WRZ01100552. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the guidelines for planning authorities issued in June 2007 will be updated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20983/20]

30/07/2020WRZ01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Development Management Guidelines: Guidelines for Planning Authorities, which issued 
in June 2007, are currently being reviewed by my Department.  This review is aimed at further 
enhancing best practice for all parties involved in the development management process i.e. 
planning authorities, applicants, agents and the wider public who interact with the planning 
process. It further involves the taking into account of the significant changes in planning leg-
islation and other updates to the planning system over recent years and is consequently taking 
longer than expected due to other work commitments and competing priorities in the Planning 
Division of my Department.  My Department plans to complete this task in 2021.  

  Question No. 553 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 554 answered with Question No. 439.

  Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 431.

  Question No. 556 answered with Question No. 441.

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 438.

  Question No. 558 answered with Question No. 443.

  Question No. 559 answered with Question No. 429.

30/07/2020WRZ02000Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRZ02100560. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes 
being implemented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant pro-
gramme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; 
the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21031/20]

30/07/2020WRZ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The information requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled and will be forwarded to 
him in accordance with Standing Orders. 

30/07/2020WRZ02300Foreshore Issues

30/07/2020WRZ02400561. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
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ernment the body or agency that has planning jurisdiction over the tidal foreshore; the body or 
agency that has responsibility for regulating boats in this area in particular boats with onboard 
accommodation; if he will provide a definition of the adjacent area to local authorities func-
tional area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21037/20]

30/07/2020WRZ02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Both the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Minister for Housing, Planning 
and Local Government, hold responsibilities in relation to the regulation of developments in 
the foreshore. The appropriate Minister may grant a lease or a licence in respect state-owned 
foreshore, where it is in the public interest to do so.   

Regulation of boats does not come within my remit as Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government. 

It would be a matter for each individual local authority to provide a view on whether a de-
velopment or proposed development was in or adjacent to the functional area. If the Deputy has 
a particular circumstance in mind, he should make an enquiry to the relevant local authority.   

30/07/2020WRZ02600Social and Affordable Housing

30/07/2020WRZ02700562. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which he anticipates local authority housing or loan qualification income 
guidelines and conditions might be relaxed in order to facilitate those in search of affordable 
housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21055/20]

30/07/2020WRZ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature.

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to a 
maximum allowance under this category of 10%.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-



Questions - Written Answers

286

ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing so-
lutions are available to everyone in Irish society, and this is reflected in the Programme for 
Government, ‘Our Shared Future’.  We will put affordability at the heart of the housing sys-
tem through the progression of State-backed affordable housing. Affordable Purchase and Cost 
Rental homes will be delivered on State and public lands through a number of channels, includ-
ing by local authorities and the Land Development Agency.

Another measure which supports affordability is the Help to Buy Scheme.  As part of the 
€7 billion July stimulus plan, my colleague the Minister for Finance recently confirmed an en-
hanced version of the Help-to-Buy scheme. This will allow eligible first-time buyers purchasing 
a newly-built home – or building one themselves – to claim back up to €30,000 in income tax 
paid and DIRT on bank deposit interest over the last four years. Full details of the Help to Buy 
initiative are available at https://www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx 

In addition, following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the 
House Purchase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering was introduced, from 1 
February 2018, known as the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. The loan enables credit worthy 
first time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand prop-
erties in a suitable price range. 

Single applicants for the loan must not be earning greater than €50,000 gross per annum.  
The combined income of joint applicants must not be greater than €75,000 per annum. There 
are no set minimum income limits; however, applicants do need to have sufficient borrowing 
and repayment capacity and must be capable of repaying the mortgage in accordance with the 
statutory credit policy underpinning the loan. These income limits are unchanged from the pre-
vious local authority loan offerings.

The new Programme for Government “ Our Shared Future” contains a commitment to ex-
pand the Rebuilding Home Loan.

In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in the Au-
tumn, taking account of progress to date under the various programmes and the input of key 
delivery partners.

30/07/2020WRZ02900Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRZ03000563. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which adequate funding and authority remains available to Kildare 
County Council to purchase and or build sufficient housing units to meet the demand in the 
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area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21062/20]

30/07/2020WRZ03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There is a strong and clear commitment in the Programme for Government to increase our 
social housing stock by over 50,000 over the next five years with an increasing emphasis on 
homes being built by local authorities, approved housing bodies and State agencies. The Pro-
gramme for Government also commits us to progressing a State-backed affordable home pur-
chase scheme.   

Funding these ambitious programmes will also be a priority for the Government and fund-
ing is currently in place, across a range of programmes, to support the work of Kildare County 
Council and all other local authorities, to deliver social and affordable housing.  

A detailed Social Housing Construction Status Report is published by my Department which 
provides information on new build activity across all local authority areas. The most recent 
publication covers the period up to the end of Q4 2019 and was published on 14 May 2020. 
This report includes projects brought forward by Kildare County Council and is available on 
the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-
murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q4-2019-2/.  

While Kildare County Council already has a social housing construction programme in 
train, I am keen that they are proactive in adding to this pipeline and that they advance their 
existing projects as speedily as possible. 

 I will outline my detailed plans for affordable housing in the Autumn, taking account of 
existing measures and the input of delivery partners. 

30/07/2020WRZ03200Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRZ03300564. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the funding that has been provided, approved or is available to Kildare County Council 
to facilitate inner and outer relief roads in Naas, County Kildare to alleviate severe traffic con-
gestion and an alternative to the proposals already put forward by the local authority which did 
not receive support from the residents directly affected in a negative way; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21063/20]

30/07/2020WRZ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
To support the costs associated with its intended construction of a Naas Inner Relief Road, 
in October 2017 Kildare County Council was approved for exchequer grant funding of up to 
€4,500,000 under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).  LIHAF fund-
ing supports the provision of infrastructure to facilitate residential land banks and allow for the 
delivery of housing thereafter.  

Kildare County Council has confirmed to the Department that a Part 8 planning application 
for this road was rejected by the Council in mid-2019 and has confirmed that this LIHAF proj-
ect will now not proceed.

30/07/2020WRZ03500Local Authority Funding

30/07/2020WRZ03600565. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the funding that has been provided, approved or is available to Kildare County Council 
to facilitate inner and outer relief road and or second bridge crossing upstream bypass bridge in 
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Celbridge, County Kildare to alleviate severe traffic congestion and an alternative to the propos-
als already put forward by the local authority which did not receive support from the residents 
directly affected in a negative way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21064/20]

30/07/2020WRZ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department currently has no funding allocated or project agreement in place with Kildare 
County Council to facilitate an inner and outer relief road or a second bypass bridge in Cel-
bridge.

Overall responsibility for roads policy and funding is a matter for my colleague the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

30/07/2020WRZ03800Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRZ03900566. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he, his Minis-
ters of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government 
use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and cor-
responding documents immediately. [19638/20]

30/07/2020WRZ04000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): No private email has 
been used by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, his Ministers of State or advisers for 
any form of official Government use since the formation of the Government. 

30/07/2020WRZ04100Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRZ04200567. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the meetings he 
and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date, in tabular 
form (details supplied). [19655/20]

30/07/2020WRZ04300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Meetings the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Ministers of State in his Department have had since 
the formation of the Government are listed in the tables below:

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Simon Coveney T.D.

Date of Meeting   Purpose   
30/06/2020 Video call with Dublin-based EU Ambassadors   
30/06/2020 Call with Congressman Richie Neal   
02/07/2020 Call with Norwegian Foreign Minister   
03/07/20/20 Meeting with Irish Hotel Federation   
09/07/2020 Meeting with Ed Crosby, Blackrock   
06/07/2020 Video call with Irish Business Network Dubai   
07/07/2020 Call with Greek Foreign Minister   
07/07/2020 Call with Turkish Foreign Minister   
08/07/2020 Call with US Ambassador   
10/07/2020 Call with US Secretary of State   
10/07/2020 European People’s Party meeting   
14/07/2020 Call with Commissioner Hahn   
15/07/2020 Video call with Michel Barnier   
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Date of Meeting   Purpose   
15/07/2020 Call with Michael Gove   
15/07/2020 Meeting with Michelle O’Neill   
17/07/2020 Meeting with John Cleary, Penrose Dock   
17/07/2020 Meeting with Lord Mayor of Cork   
17/07/2020 Meeting with Cork City Council officials   
21/07/2020 Meeting in Belfast with First Minister Arlene Foster 

and Deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill   
24/07/2020 Security Council open debate   
24/07/2020 Call with Colombian Foreign Minister   
27/07/2020 Call with Israeli Foreign Minister   
27/07/2020 Meeting with Stephen McCarthy   
27/07/2020 Meeting with Niall Grainger, GP Woods   
28/07/2020 Call with Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Saudi 

Arabia   
28/07/2020 Meeting with Paddy Harte, Chairman of the Interna-

tional Fund for Ireland   
28/07/2020 Call with Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Government 

Business and Constitutional Relations, Mike Russell   

 Minister of State for for Overseas Development Aid and Diaspora, Colm Brophy T.D. 

Date of   Meeting   Purpose  
09/07/2020  Video call with Civil Society CEOs   
14/07/2020  Video call with representatives of Irish Community 

Organisations in Australia   
14/07/2020  Video call with representatives of Coalition of Irish 

Immigration Centres, Washington   
15/07/2020  Video call with representatives of Irish Community 

Organisations in New Zealand   
21/07/2020  Video call with Consulate Community Partners, Im-

migration Centres New York   
21/07/2020  Video call with representatives of Irish Community 

Organisations in London   
23/07/2020  Video call with representatives of Irish Community 

Organisations in Britain   

Minister of State for European Affairs,  Thomas Byrne T.D.

Date of Meeting Purpose
07/07/2020        German Presidency Briefing Event via video conference   
08/07/2020        Phone call with Lithuania’s Vice Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs, Albinas Zananavicius   
08/07/2020        Phone Call with Poland’s Minister for European Affairs, 

Konrad Szymanski   
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Date of Meeting Purpose
08/07/2020        Video call with Italy’s Minister for European Affairs, Vin-

cenzo Amendola   
09/07/2020        Phone call with The Netherland’s Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs, Stef Blok   
09/07/2020        Video call with Finnish Minister for European Affairs, 

Tytti Tuppurainen   
09/07/2020        Video call with Portugal’s Secretary of State for European 

Affairs, Ana Paula Zacarias   
09/07/2020        Phone call with Spain’s Secretary of State for the Euro-

pean Union, Juan González-Barba Pera   
10/07/2020        Video call with Swedish Minister for EU Affairs, Hans 

Dahlgren   
10/07/2020        UN event via video conference to mark the 25th anniver-

sary of the Srebrenica massacre (via VC)   
13/07/2020        Phone call with Cyprus Minister of Foreign   Affairs, Mr. 

Nikos Christodoulides   
14/07/2020        Video call with Latvian Parliamentary Secretary, Zanda 

Kalnina-Lukaševica   
14/07/2020        Video call with Blue Star Programme Steering Committee   
14/07/2020        Video call with Estonian Under Secretary for EU Affairs, 

Mart Volmer   
14/07/2020        Phone call with UK Parliamentary Under Secretary of 

State, Wendy Morton   
14/07/2020        Video call with Czech Republic’s Deputy Minister for 

Foreign Affairs for European Issues, Aleš Chmelar   
14/07/2020        Video call with Slovenian State Secretary, Gašper Dovžan   
14/07/2020        Video call with Romanian Secretary of State, Iulia Matei   
14/07/2020        Phone call with German Minister of State for Europe, 

Michael Roth   
15/07/2020        Phone call with Denmark’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Jeppe Kofod   
15/07/2020        Meeting of the General Affairs Council   
20/07/2020        Phone call with Luxembourg Minister for Foreign & Euro-

pean Affairs, Jean Asselborn   
21/07/2020            Phone call with Hungary’s Minister for Justice (with re-

sponsibility for European Affairs), Judit Varga    
21/07/2020        Phone call with Croatia’s State Secretary for European Af-

fairs Andreja Metelko-Zgombic   
21/07/2020        Video call with Austrian Minister for Europe, Karoline 

Edtstadler   
21/07/2020        Phone call with Maltese Parliamentary Secretary Hon 

Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi   
22/07/2020          Phone call with Belgian Minister for Justice and European 

Affairs, Koen Geens   
22/07/2020        Meeting with Pat Ivory, IBEC   
23/07/2020        Brexit Stakeholder Forum   
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Date of Meeting Purpose
23/07/2020        Meeting with the out-going Slovenian Ambassador to 

Ireland   

30/07/2020WRZ04400Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRZ04500568. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will provide 
details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same; 
and the date of commencement in their role. [19672/20]

30/07/2020WRZ04600570. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the names and 
salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19722/20]

30/07/2020WRZ04700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 568 and 570 together.

On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The ap-
pointment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 
(PMSA) 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines and appointments are subject to 
formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been formally appointed 
to my Department by the Government. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers.  These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRZ04800Diplomatic Representation

30/07/2020WRZ04900569. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide a breakdown of diplomatic personnel from Ireland currently posted overseas (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19687/20]

30/07/2020WRZ05000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s network of 
diplomatic and consular Missions around the world is critical to the achievement of our foreign 
policy objectives. The network also ensures efficient delivery of passport and consular services 
to our citizens, support to emigrant organisations and outreach to the diaspora and other net-
works of influence.

The work of my Department in promoting a more just, fair, secure and sustainable world 
continues through Mission engagement with multilateral institutions and agencies, including 
those of the United Nations, and via implementation of the development aid programme (Irish 
Aid) in partner countries. Activities of our multilateral Missions in New York and Geneva will 
be of increasing importance as Ireland prepares to take a seat on the UN Security Council on 1 
January 2021 for a two year period. Our largest overseas Mission is the Permanent Representa-
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tion in Brussels which brings together civil servants from almost every Government Depart-
ment to promote and represent Ireland’s interests in the EU.

Our staff in Embassies and Consulates also make a strong contribution to job creation, ex-
ports, tourism and education in Ireland by assisting Irish businesses overseas in close coopera-
tion with State Agencies.

Departmental staff posted from the Department’s Headquarters to Missions abroad is set out 
in the table below.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq569-30-07-20_en.docx  “>Diplomatic Personnel</a>]

Question No. 570 answered with Question No. 568.

30/07/2020WRZ05200Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRZ05300571. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the discussions 
that have taken place with a group (details supplied); if the discussions were in relation to the 
creation of a new city here for Hong Kong residents; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20094/20]

30/07/2020WRZ05400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): An initial approach 
was made to my Department in December 2019 by a Hong Kong-based consortium exploring 
the feasibility of a potential large-scale urban development in Ireland.  Officials in my Depart-
ment have had limited contact with the promoters, who were encouraged to carry out more 
research on how their ideas might fit an Irish context.  

The potential development is at a preliminary conceptual stage and it is understood that the 
consortium has spoken to contacts in a number of jurisdictions.  No arrangements were made 
for official meetings in Ireland, and no further action has been taken by the Department in this 
matter.

30/07/2020WRZ05500Maritime Jurisdiction

30/07/2020WRZ05600572. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on 
a flagrant breach of Irish sovereignty off the coast of County Donegal last weekend, when an 
Irish trawler (details supplied) was warned to leave a fishing area by a UK Royal Navy frigate. 
[20155/20]

30/07/2020WRZ05700574. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the 
breach of Irish sovereignty off the coast of County Donegal in July 2020 when a trawler (details 
supplied) was warned to leave a fishing area by a UK Royal Navy frigate. [20207/20]

30/07/2020WRZ05800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 572 and 574 together.

The Government is aware of the report made by an Irish fishing vessel to the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Agency concerning a UK naval ship conducting an exercise off the North West coast 
of Donegal.

The location where the UK naval ship was conducting training exercises was not within 
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Ireland’s territorial sea and did not therefore infringe our sovereignty. 

In general, is not unusual for naval ships to ask other vessels in the vicinity to move away 
from an exercise location for safety reasons.

While advance notice of these kinds of training exercises is not a requirement, such advance 
notice would nonetheless be welcome.

Departmental Expenditure

573. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the planned 
budget for the Irish Red Cross for 2021. [20161/20]

575. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the planned 
budget for the Irish Red Cross for 2021. [20213/20]

30/07/2020WRAA00500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 573 and 575 together.

 The Irish Red Cross Society was established by the Irish Red Cross Society Order 1939 
pursuant to the Red Cross Act, 1938 and is an independent charitable body corporate with full 
power to manage and administer its own affairs. 

Funding from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to the Irish Red Cross ceased in 
2018 and there are currently no plans to resume funding in 2021. 

It is the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s understanding that the Irish Red Cross 
receives funding from a number of other Departments and bodies in respect of various pro-
grammes provided or administered, most notably from the Department of Defence which makes 
an annual grant payment to the Irish Red Cross towards the running cost of its Headquarters.  In 
2020 this grant amounts to €965,000.

The planning and determination of the budget for 2021 is a matter for decision by Board 
of the Irish Red Cross. It is not possible at this time to state what the budget will be in 2021 as 
estimates discussions are ongoing.

  Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 572.

  Question No. 575 answered with Question No. 573.

Ministerial Transport

576. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he requested 
the use of a State car and drivers; if so, when; and the format in which the request was made. 
[20368/20]

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I was reappointed on 
27 June as Minister for Foreign Affairs and also appointed as Minister for Defence.

My security arrangements are handled by An Garda Síochána. I understand it is the deci-
sion of the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána that it is appropriate for the current driving 
arrangements to remain in place.  As the Deputy will appreciate, it would not be appropriate to 
comment any further on my security arrangements which are kept under ongoing review by An 
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Garda Síochána.

Covid-19 Pandemic

577. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the communica-
tions that he has received from the ambassadors of other member states of the European Union 
concerning travel advice for Irish citizens and the proposed inclusion or exclusion of countries 
from the Covid-19 Green List published by his Department. [20381/20]

30/07/2020WRAA01300Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 21 July, the Gov-
ernment agreed a list of 15 locations for which the advice against non-essential travel no longer 
applies. The travel advice for those locations now is to “take normal precautions”, which is 
represented by a green bar under the system of country security ratings used by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

The 15 locations are: Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Gibraltar, Greece, Greenland, Hungary, Ita-
ly, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Norway, Monaco, San Marino and Slovakia.

Persons arriving into Ireland from those locations will not have to restrict their movements 
on arrival. However, they will still be obliged to complete a mandatory Public Health Passenger 
Locator Form and to submit it to the relevant authority at their port of entry. 

In advance of the list being published, I received a letter from Jean Asselborn, Minister 
of Foreign and European Affairs for Luxembourg, outlining their large-scale testing strategy 
and epidemiological situation. In addition, a number of Embassies in Dublin, representing EU 
Member States, contacted officials in my Department about the list. They were informed about 
the criteria used to compile the list. Inclusion on the list is solely based on the current epide-
miological situation and related public health information in each location. The Embassies in 
question were those of Croatia, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Romania and Spain. 

We are in the midst of a global pandemic, with more than 16 million people infected. The 
situation is developing rapidly and the Government’s message is clear that the safest option is 
to stay in Ireland.

International Agreements

578. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the 
reported decision of Poland to withdraw from the Istanbul Convention on Preventing and Com-
batting Violence Against Women; and if he will raise the matter with his Polish counterpart. 
[20382/20]

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of reports 
that the Deputy has mentioned. It is my understanding that Poland’s Minister of Justice has filed 
a formal request to the Polish Family Ministry to launch the procedure to facilitate Poland’s 
withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention. Should this become the official policy of the Polish 
Government, we would be concerned. 

Ireland has ratified the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combatting vio-
lence against women and domestic violence, also known as the Istanbul Convention. The Con-
vention is a significant international legal instrument which requires criminalising or legally 
sanctioning different forms of violence against women, including domestic violence, sexual 
harassment and psychological violence.
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Domestic and sexual violence can have devastating consequences for victims as well as 
society as a whole. When we ratified the Convention, it sent an important message that Ireland 
does not tolerate such violence. 

To date, all EU Member States have signed the treaty, and 21 EU Member States, including 
Poland, have ratified it. Poland is an EU Member State with which we share many values and 
interests, and its withdrawal from the Convention would be regrettable. 

Once we have a clearer understanding of the Polish Government’s position on this, we will 
seek to discuss the issue with Polish counterparts in the appropriate fora at Ministerial and of-
ficial level. 

30/07/2020WRAA01700Consular Services

579. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the sta-
tus of the case of a person (details supplied); if he has discussed the matter with the Chinese 
Ambassador; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20470/20]

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that we are providing consular assistance to this citizen, through our Consular As-
sistance Unit in Dublin, and through our Embassy in Beijing and our Consulate General in 
Shanghai. 

Our focus has been on supporting the citizen’s consular needs, particularly his health and 
welfare, while he and his legal team seek to resolve any outstanding legal matters with the local 
authorities. Our Consul General in Shanghai has been meeting regularly with the citizen since 
last year, when we were first informed of the case, and is providing all possible support and 
advice. 

I can further advise that the case has been raised several times at diplomatic level with the 
relevant authorities, including with the Embassy of China to Ireland. This engagement has 
highlighted the humanitarian aspects of the case, and the importance of the citizen returning 
home as soon as possible. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate to discuss the details of any 
individual consular case, nor to comment on matters pertaining to a legal process in another 
jurisdiction. However I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to provide all 
possible consular assistance to the citizen until he is permitted to return to Ireland. 

Departmental Staff

580. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will 
provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working 
in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and respon-
sibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20620/20]

30/07/2020WRAA02200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting 
out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advis-
ers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act (PMSA) 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 



Questions - Written Answers

296

PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval. 

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines and appointments are subject to 
formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been formally appointed 
to my Department by the Government. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

A significant number of civil servants from other Government Departments are seconded 
into my Department and are based at HQ and Missions abroad. The roles and responsibilities 
of secondees are set in line with the business needs of the HQ Division/Unit or overseas Mis-
sion to which they are assigned in order to achieve the Department’s goals under the Statement 
of Strategy. The salary scale for the role is based on the salary scale for each grade set by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The locations and grades are set out in the table 
below.

Division Grade Number 
Corporate Services    Senior Architect   2 
 HEO 1 
DCAD AP 1 
 AO 1 
Global Irish Services    AP  1 
Office of MoS Brophy   HEO  1 
Strategy &   Performance Unit   AO  1 
Office of Minister Coveney    HEO  1 
Abu Dhabi   AP  1 
 HEO 1 
 EO 3 
Abuja HEO 1 
 EO 3 
Ankara HEO 1 
 EO  1 
 CO 1 
Armagh NS   AP 2 
 HEO 1 
Beijing AP 2 
 HEO 1 
 EO 2 
 CO 2 
Belfast AP 1 
 CO 1 
Berlin PO 1 
 AP   2 
Brussels PFP     Counsellor 1 
 AP 1 
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Division Grade Number 
 HEO              1 
Brussels Perm Rep   Counsellor     2 
 PO 8 
 AP 28 
 HEO 5 
 EO  3 
 CO   2 
 GLO 1 
Geneva PO 1 
 AP   2 
 HEO 1 
 CO 1 
London PO 2 
 AP 3 
 HEO 2 
 EO 1 
 CO 3 
 GLO 1 
Madrid GLO 1 
Mexico AP 1 
Moscow HEO 1 
 EO         2 
New Delhi   HEO 1 
 EO        2 
 CO 2 
New York PMUN   Counsellor 1 
Paris AP 1 
 GLO 1 
Paris OECD   AP 2 
Rome AP   1 
The Hague   GLO 1 
Tokyo AP 1 
Vienna OSCE   Counsellor 1 
Washington PO 1 
 AP  2 

Departmental Expenditure

581. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the payments for 
services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20777/20]

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of 
Foreign Affairs has made no payments for services or goods to a company (details supplied) 
since 2015. 
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Undocumented Irish in the USA

582. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if progress 
has been made in relation to immigration reform in the United States of America with particular 
reference to the status of the undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20967/20]

30/07/2020WRAA02800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of Irish 
immigration to the United States, and in particular the status of the  undocumented Irish, has 
been a high priority for successive Governments and it will continue to be prioritised by the 
new Government. Immigration issues have been continuously raised in interactions with the US 
Administration and political leaders, including by the then Taoiseach during his St. Patrick’s 
Day visit to the White House in March, and more recently by the Taoiseach in high level calls 
to members of the US Administration. I have also raised issues of immigration in my recent 
contact with Special Envoy Mick Mulvaney and with the US Ambassador. 

In terms of securing future pathways for immigration, the E3 Visa Bill, which was passed 
in the House of Representatives earlier this year, is currently before the Senate. If passed, this 
could open up approximately 4,000 US visas per year to Irish graduates. Due to the current 
Covid-19 pandemic, Congress has many additional issues on its agenda; however we hope that 
when the circumstances allow, the Bill will also be passed in the Senate.

In the US, our officials also continue to engage and advocate on behalf of the undocu-
mented. Our Embassy in Washington, D.C. and our seven Consulates General across the US are 
monitoring the situation closely and are continuing to actively support Irish community groups 
that work with undocumented Irish citizens. They engage with US officials on immigration 
issues on an ongoing basis, including with US Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Our 
Mission network also works closely with the Coalition of Irish Immigration Centres, which, 
together with its member organisations, provides support and information to vulnerable Irish 
and the undocumented. This regular engagement has continued virtually in recent months due 
to Covid-19 restrictions.

The Coalition and its member organisations receive significant annual funding through the 
Government’s Emigrant Support Programme for their work. In 2019 alone, over €3 million 
($3.7 million) was allocated to 76 organisations across the US, including those that provide 
front line welfare assistance to Irish citizens. Furthermore, in response to the pandemic, a dedi-
cated Covid-19 Response Fund for Irish Communities Abroad has been set up within my De-
partment to help these organisations meet the needs of those who have recently been made 
particularly vulnerable. In the past two months, both I and the Minister of State, Deputy Brophy 
have met virtually with several organisations in the United States which, with the assistance of 
this Fund, are providing much needed emergency support to Irish communities.

While comprehensive immigration reform is a complex and sensitive political issue in the 
US at  present, our Embassy in Washington D.C. and our Consulates General across the United 
States will continue to monitor the situation and stand ready to engage with any Federal and 
State initiatives on this issue.

Departmental Advertising

583. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his Department 
has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented 
by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of 
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advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; the cost of consul-
tancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21029/20]

30/07/2020WRAA03100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade engages in public awareness advertising campaigns where there is 
important information that needs to be brought to the attention of the public.  In that regard, 
two significant campaigns took place in 2019 and will be ongoing in 2020; the new “Passport 
Online” campaign and the “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready” campaign. 

In the case of the former, the objective is to build continual awareness of the Online Passport 
Service for Irish citizens, which is now expanding to include children and first time adult ap-
plications.  This campaign has a multi-faceted approach, including promotion on social media 
platforms, national and regional print and broadcast media, and outdoor advertising.  Expendi-
ture to date in 2019 and 2020 on this campaign is €633,723.

Expenditure on the “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready” Public Information campaign was ap-
proximately €1.5 million in 2019.  While the costs of the 2019 campaign were borne by my 
Department, this is a whole of Government campaign prepared and executed in partnership 
with other Government Departments and Agencies, in particular, the Department of the Tao-
iseach. As we move toward the closing phase of the transition period following the UK’s de-
parture from the EU the need for this work continues. The Government will shortly approve 
a new Brexit Communications campaign which will focus on “Brexit Readiness”. This will 
align closely with the communications elements of Government’s strategy for recovery after 
Covid-19. Campaign details and projected expenditure in this area will be made available once 
those plans have been finalised.

Ministerial Communications

584. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence if he, his Ministers of State and or 
advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use since the forma-
tion of the Government; and if so, if he will  publish all such emails and corresponding docu-
ments immediately. [19634/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): No private email has been used by the 
Minister for Defence or his advisers for any form of official Government use since the forma-
tion of the Government. 

Ministerial Meetings

585. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the meetings he and his Ministers 
of State have had since the formation of the Government by date in tabular form (details sup-
plied). [19651/20]

30/07/2020WRAA03700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm that I have attended in-
dividual external meetings with the Representative Association of Commissioned Officers 
(RACO) and the Permanent Defence Force Other Ranks Representative Association (PDFOR-
RA) on Friday, 17 July.

Ministerial Advisers
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586. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide details of his 
advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same, and the date of 
commencement in their role. [19668/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since being appointed as Minister for 
Defence I have not appointed any advisers or special advisers in that role.  Also, no Minister of 
State has been appointed to the Department of Defence.  

Covid-19 Pandemic

587. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a report on 
the role played by the Defence Forces in tackling the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19690/20]

30/07/2020WRAA04300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In relation to non-security related emer-
gencies, whilst the Defence Forces are not a primary response agency as defined in the Frame-
work for Major Emergency Management, they provide the fullest possible assistance to the 
appropriate Lead Department in the event of a natural disaster or emergency situation in its 
ATCA role.  In this regard, the full spectrum of Defence Forces personnel and equipment, com-
mensurate with operational requirements, is available for deployments.  The Defence Forces 
hold a wide range of engineering and transport plant and equipment which is suitable for use 
in emergency situations and these are made available, within current means and capabilities, as 
the need arises. 

At the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, a Joint Task Force was established to coordi-
nate the Defence Forces contribution to the whole-of-Government Covid-19 response. It has 
the authority to draw together, in a joint manner, the contribution of all of the elements of the 
Defence Forces – Army, Air Corps, Naval Service, Reserve, etc. This was provided for in a De-
fence Forces Regulation signed by and under the authority of the Minister for Defence.

The Defence Forces Joint Task Force is based in McKee Barracks and its priority from the 
beginning has been to provide support to the HSE, while retaining, at all times, a contingent ca-
pacity to provide Aid to the Civil Power support.  The wide range of supports that the Defence 
Forces have provided to the HSE, as coordinated by the Joint Task Force during the Covid-19 
crisis include:

- operation of the Covid-19 testing centre at the Aviva stadium;

- support for contact tracing efforts;

- transportation by the Air Corps of Covid-19 tests to Germany;

- collection of PPE from more than 260 cargo flights and the ongoing storage and distribu-
tion of this PPE to various HSE sites;

- support for HSE testing efforts through deployment of Naval Service vessels to Dublin, 
Cork and Galway;

- PPE training to workers at Cork and Waterford harbours by Naval service personnel;

- provision of tentage and marshalling support at various HSE testing sites around the coun-
try;

- transportation of patients for testing;
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- assistance with the fit out of temporary facilities for the HSE (for example, the HSE facili-
ties at City West and the University of Limerick);

- production and assembly of PPE using 3D printing facilities; and

- the use of lands at Ballymullen Barracks as a Covid-19 testing facility and contact tracing 
hub.

In addition to supporting the HSE, the Defence Forces have also provided a broad range of 
support to other Departments and Agencies. Provision of this support was also coordinated by 
the Joint Task Force and examples include:

- Support has been provided to the National Ambulance Service through Defence Forces 
ambulance and crew supports along with tele-triage supports.

- Support to the Office of Government Procurement through assistance with storage and 
distribution of PPE.

- Support to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government through the use 
of lands at Sarsfields Barracks for the location of one of the National Temporary Body Storage 
Facilities. The Defence Forces were also on standby to provide support if required at the Dublin 
based National Temporary Body Storage Facility at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham.

Ministerial Advisers

588. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence the names and salaries of his special 
advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19718/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since being appointed as Minister for 
Defence I have not appointed any advisers or special advisers in that role.  As the Deputy will 
be aware I have been appointed as both Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Minister for 
Defence. My ministerial salary is paid by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and en-
compasses both roles. As such no direct salary is payable to me by the Department of Defence. 
No Minister of State has been appointed to the Department of Defence.  

Defence Forces Reports

589. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence the person or body that is responsi-
ble for drafting the terms of reference for the Commission on the Future of the Defence Forces; 
if the Commission will include a review the Ministers and Secretaries Act 1924 and the Defence 
Act 1954 to determine the respective Acts meaningfulness in the 21st century; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19731/20]

618. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the person or body that will be 
responsible for the consultation process on the independent commission on the Defence Forces 
as promised in the Program for Government which will form the terms of reference for the 
commission; if it will it be him; and if not, if it will be completed through a non-Governmental 
organisation. [20922/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 589 and 
618 together.
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The recently agreed Programme for Government provides for the establishment of an inde-
pendent Commission on the Defence Forces.  In due course, I plan to bring proposals to Gov-
ernment regarding the establishment of the Commission and its membership. 

In this regard, the Programme for Government provides for the establishment of the Com-
mission before the end of this year, with a mandate to report within twelve months.  Further-
more, it provides that a consultation process will be undertaken prior to the finalisation of the 
Commission’s terms of reference.  No decisions have been taken to date in relation to these 
matters. 

Defence Forces Data

590. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of civilian 
plumbers, carpenters, painters and so on working in each Defence Forces barracks as of 22 July 
2020, in tabular form. [19934/20]

30/07/2020WRAA05300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Defence employs 
446 civilian staff at various military installations to support the upkeep and maintenance of mil-
itary infrastructure and equipment. The grades employed are engaged across a wide spectrum of 
services and include craftworkers, general operatives, administrators, healthcare professionals 
and other specialist grades.

Currently there are 132 craftworkers (e.g. Plumbers, Carpenters, Painters etc.) employed in 
a number of locations, as outlined in the attached document for the Deputy’s information.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq590-30-07-20_en.docx  “>Trade breakdown by Barracks</a>]

Naval Service

591. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if a new recruitment cam-
paign for the Naval Service will commence in quarter 4 of 2020. [19935/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The capacity of the Defence Forces to 
induct and train recruits was severely impacted by the COVID-19 situation but those aspects 
of the induction process that could be conducted remotely continued throughout the year and 
inductions/training have been resumed taking public health guidelines into account. 

 In that context General Service and Direct Entry Specialist recruitment for the naval service 
continue to be ongoing throughout the year.  Additionally applications for the 2020 Cadetship 
competition are currently being processed. 

Defence Forces Personnel

592. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of persons in the De-
fence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20095/20]

593. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of members of the 
Defence Forces that have left the force in each of the past five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20096/20]
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30/07/2020WRAA06000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 592 and 
593 together.

The whole time equivalent strength of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF), as at 30th June 
2020, is 8,423 personnel.

The Government remains committed to returning to, and maintaining, the agreed strength 
of the PDF at 9,500 personnel.  However, the capacity of the Defence Forces to induct and train 
recruits was severely impacted by the Covid-19 situation but those aspects of the induction pro-
cess that could be conducted remotely continued throughout the year and inductions/training 
have been resumed taking public health guidelines into account. 

The number of personnel, including retirees and personnel who did not complete their initial 
training, who have departed from the PDF each year over the past 5 years is as follows:

Year Departures
2015 571
2016 679
2017 742
2018 731
2019 878
In 2020, as of 30 June, 295 personnel have departed from the PDF

The report of the Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC) of 2019 contains a range of rec-
ommendations aimed at improving work-force planning, recruitment and conditions of service 
for members of the Defence Forces. A High Level Plan to give effect to the recommendations 
of the PSPC is being implemented. 

It should be noted that as the High Level Implementation Plan contains short, medium and 
long term measures, the full impact of these measures will take time to determine. There are 
also a range of external variables which impact on recruitment and retention and which can 
change and these will be carefully monitored to assess their effect as they arise. 

The Programme for Government contains a range of commitments aimed at stabilising and 
restoring the strength of the Defence Forces. An independent Commission will be established to 
undertake a comprehensive review of the defence requirements of the State. This review will in-
clude, inter alia, consideration of pay, allowances, recruitment retention and career progression 
of members of the Defence Forces. It is also intended that on completion of this review, a per-
manent pay review body for the Defence Forces will be established.   

Defence Forces Personnel

594. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of former members 
of the Defence Forces that have rejoined in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20097/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 1 April last,  former Minister with re-
sponsibility for Defence, Paul Kehoe, TD., launched the scheme to re-enlist former Permanent 
Defence Force enlisted personnel who have the skills and expertise required to fill identified 
vacancies that currently exist. This includes technicians, fitters, chefs, communications and IT 
specialists and naval staff. The scheme will allow for initial re-enlistment for a minimum of six 
months and up to 3 years. The duration of the re-enlistment offered will be dependent on the 
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vacancies that exist. 

On foot of a recommendation from the Chief of Staff, I have recently approved the re-enlist-
ment of 17 candidates. I’m told that further recommendations from the Chief of Staff, having 
regard to identified skills gaps in the Permanent Defence Force, are imminent. 

The Military Authorities have also advised that those candidates approved by me for re-
enlistment, are in the process of being informed of this decision, along with any re-induction 
training and re-validation requirements,  before proceeding to attestation and re-enlistment. 

Separately, a scheme which facilitates the re-entry of former officers to the Permanent De-
fence Force introduced last October,  has seen 3 former pilots  return to serve in the Air Corps 
this year. There is also scope to re-commission officers in other specialist streams across the 
Defence Forces and I understand a number of expressions of interest in the scheme have been 
received recently. 

Defence Forces Properties

595. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the plans in place for the up-
grade of buildings and facilities in the Curragh Barracks; and the budget allocated for same. 
[20156/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In order to ensure that the Defence Forces 
have the capability to deliver on all of the roles assigned by Government, I am committed to the 
development and improvement of the physical environment and living conditions in military 
installations throughout the country.

This is being achieved through the Defence Forces Built Infrastructure Programme which 
was published in January 2020. The Programme, which is a 5 year plan, provides a blueprint 
for investment in the Defence Forces built infrastructure over a multi annual timeframe and is 
designed to modernise and enhance the training, operational and accommodation facilities of 
the Defence Forces. It is envisaged that over the 5 year lifespan of the Plan some €145m will 
be spent on its implementation. 

The Plan provides for the development of the following projects in the DFTC: 

- upgrading Block 7 accommodation facility in Connolly Barracks;

- provision of a new Electric Target Range;

- provision of a new Cadet school;

- provision of a new CIS workshop; 

- provision of a new ARW Headquarters; and the 

- development of a new auditorium suite at the Military College. 

The Plan also recognises that the development of a new International Peace Studies Institute 
and a new student accommodation facility are of strategic importance to the development of the 
Defence Forces.  The development of strategic infrastructure of this nature will be progressed 
further as the Plan is implemented.

Naval Service
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596. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the planned capital spend on the 
Naval Service for the next five years;and the breakdown of same. [20157/20]

597. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the planned capital spend on the 
Army for the next five years; and the breakdown of same. [20158/20]

598. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the planned capital spend on the 
Air Corps for the next five years; and the breakdown of same. [20159/20]

30/07/2020WRAA07200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 596 to 
598, inclusive, together.

Vote 36 Defence is managed through a single programme with all operational outputs deliv-
ered from a single set of forces encompassing the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service. Capital 
expenditure costs for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are not identified separately, but 
are included in the overall programme costs in the appropriate subheads of the Vote.

Under the National Development Plan, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Defence Vote 
was allocated €541 million in capital funding for the period 2018 to 2022. To date in 2020, there 
has been capital expenditure of some €54 million on the Defence Vote, with indicative capital 
expenditure allocations of €120 million and €125 million provided for 2021 and 2022 respec-
tively. There are not as yet any indicative budgetary allocations provided for the public capital 
programme in the period beyond 2022. 

This level of capital funding will ensure that the operational capability of the Army, Air 
Corps and Naval Service is maintained to the greatest extent possible and will allow the De-
fence Forces to deliver on all their assigned roles, both at home and overseas. 

The recently published Equipment Development Plan (EDP), which aligns with Defence 
White Paper objectives, provides a comprehensive list of planned Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service equipment projects to be advanced over the next five years.

A number of major capital expenditure equipment projects are currently being progressed, 
such as:

- CASA Maritime Patrol Aircraft Replacement Programme;

- Air Corps Fixed Wing Utility Aircraft Project; 

- Armoured Personnel Carrier Fleet Mid-Life Upgrade;

- Mid-Life Refit of Naval Service Vessels;

- Upgrade of Defence Forces Military Transport Fleet; 

- Virtual Desktop Architecture IT Project;

 The Defence Forces Built Infrastructural Programme 2020-2025, provides a blueprint for 
investment in Defence Forces Built Infrastructure throughout the Defence Forces over a similar 
five year timeframe. This level of investment will continue to increase as the Defence Forces 
Built Infrastructure Programme is implemented. It is projected that some €75 million will be 
spent over the next three years and that, over the five-year life span of the Programme, some 
€145 million will be invested to ensure that infrastructure is modernised in line with existing 
and future requirements. 

This programme implements the policy approach contained in the White Paper on Defence 
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to enhance Defence physical infrastructure and accommodation as an important component of 
overall defence capability. 

Defence Forces Remuneration

599. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the manner in which overtime or 
extra duty allowances are calculated for members of the Defence Forces. [20160/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Unlike other areas of the public service 
and due to the nature of the duties performed, overtime or shift allowance payments are not 
available to members of the Defence Forces. 

Remuneration for individual members of the Permanent Defence Force is dependent on a 
range of factors relating to the role and duties they perform. The minimum for trained personnel 
is comprised of Basic Pay and Military Service Allowance. 

Military Service Allowance (MSA) is paid up to and including the rank of Colonel. It is de-
signed to compensate for the special conditions associated with military life including: unsocial 
hours of duty; exposure to danger, and the restrictions inherent in military discipline. 

Other remuneration relates to Technical Pay, Duty allowances, Special Allowances etc.

A range of duties attract additional allowances. This is not analogous to overtime as such 
payments are in addition to basic pay and MSA and are related to the duties undertaken.

The current rates of pay and allowances for members of Defence Forces are available though 
the Department of Defence Website (https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/65e6ec-routinely-pub-
lished-information/#defence-forces-pay-scales). 

Civil Defence

600. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the planned budget for the Irish 
Civil Defence for 2021. [20162/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Civil Defence operates on a partnership 
basis between the Department of Defence and the Local Authorities. 

The Department of Defence is responsible for the strategic management and development 
of Civil Defence at national level. The Department provides policy direction, centralised train-
ing, administrative support and guidance and centralised procurement of major items of uni-
form and equipment in support of Local Authority Civil Defence efforts.  

Civil Defence services are delivered through the Civil Defence Officer (CDO) of the rel-
evant Local Authority area.  The CDO is a full time employee of the Local Authority and is 
responsible for the day-to-day management of Civil Defence matters under the overall direction 
of their Chief Executive 

Civil Defence is funded by a combination of grants from the Department of Defence as well 
as funding from Local Authorities. The annual operational grant provided by the Department 
covers up to 70% of the running costs of the Civil Defence Unit with the Local Authorities 
providing a minimum of 30%.  In practice, many Local Authorities provide well in excess of 
the required 30%.  
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It is not possible at this time to state what the budget for Civil Defence will be in 2021 
as estimates discussions are ongoing.  I can confirm that the Department’s budget for this year 
is €5.24m, which includes Dormant Account funding of €1m.

Defence Forces Personnel

601. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Permanent 
Defence Forces as of 30 July 2020; if he will provide a breakdown of all ranks across the three 
services; the gender breakdown of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20607/20]

603. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Defence the number of additional re-
cruits to the Permanent Defence Forces to date in 2020 with regard to all three services; the 
gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20609/20]

30/07/2020WRBB01200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 601 and 
603 together.

The attached document provides the strength of the Permanent Defence Force as at the 30th 
June 2020 (the latest figures available), broken down by rank, service and gender.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq601-30-07-20_en.xlsx  “>Strength of Permanent Defence Force</a>]

The capacity of the Defence Forces to   induct and train recruits was severely impacted by 
the COVID-19 situation but those aspects of the induction process that could be conducted re-
motely continued throughout the year and inductions/training have been resumed taking public 
health guidelines into account.  

The table below shows the total inductions to the Permanent Defence Force up to 28th 
July 2020, broken down by branch and gender. This encompasses general service recruits,  re-
commissioned officers and direct entrant specialists.   

Rank Total Male Female
Army 44 39 5
Naval Service 28 25 3
Air Corps 3 3 0
Total Inductions 75 67 8 

Defence Forces Personnel

602. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Reserve 
Defence Forces as of 30 July 2020; if he will provide a breakdown of all ranks across the three 
services; the gender breakdown of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20608/20]

30/07/2020WRBB01500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the First Line Reserve (FLR), the Army Reserve (AR) and the Naval Service 
Reserve (NSR).  

The most up to date figures available for the effective strength of the Army Reserve (AR) 
and Naval Service Reserve (NSR), as of 30 June 2020, are set out below:
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq602-30-07-20_en.docx  “>Strength and Gender breakdown</a>]

    

The substantive strength of the First Line Reserve (FLR) for the same period is as follows:- 

FORMATION* OFFR NCO PTE TOTAL
ARMY 1 13 137 151
AIR   CORPS  4 21 25
NAVAL   SERVICE 3 14 87 104
TOTAL 4 31 245 280

*The gender breakdown of the FLR is not available

End of month returns are collated at the mid-month point of the following month and hence 
July 2020 returns are not available at this time. 

  Question No. 603 answered with Question No. 601.

Defence Forces Personnel

604. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Defence the number of additional re-
cruits to the Reserve Defence Forces to date in 2020 with regard to all three services; the gender 
breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20610/20]

30/07/2020WRBB01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the military authorities 
that 44 new members have been inducted into the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Re-
serve (NSR) from 1 January to 28 July 2020, broken down as follows:

AR and NSR Inductions

Year Total AR Male Female NSR Male Female
2020 44 42 36 6 2 2 0
While a recruitment campaign for the AR and NSR was opened in March 2020, the restric-

tions imposed in the interests of public health as a result of the Covid 19 Pandemic have had 
a significant impact on many Defence Forces activities, particularly those involving collective 
training. As such, it has been difficult to conduct RDF inductions. 

The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment in the AR and NSR. I am ad-
vised that, while there are no specific dates as of yet, it is anticipated that another recruitment 
campaign for the AR and NSR will be opened in autumn 2020.

Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRBB02100605. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a sched-
ule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working in his Depart-
ment appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and responsibilities 
attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form.  [20616/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since being appointed as Minister for 
Defence I have not appointed any advisers, special advisers or seconded civil servants in that 
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role.  

State Claims Agency

606. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a sched-
ule of the active and settled legal cases the State Claims Agency is handling on behalf of his 
Department in the past six years to date in 2020; the stage they are at; the general nature of the 
claim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20727/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Deputy will be aware that the State 
Claims Agency (SCA) has delegated authority to manage personal injury and property damage 
claims taken against the Minister for Defence. 

In cases where the State is considered liable or which involve an apportionment of liability 
as between the State and the claimant, the SCA’s approach is to settle such cases expeditiously 
in so far as it is possible to do so on reasonable terms. In cases where liability is fully disputed 
by the State, all necessary resources are applied to defending such claims robustly. 

The Department’s records indicate that as at 29th July 2020, the SCA is managing 517 
claims on behalf of the Minister for Defence that are at various stages of proceedings. With 
regard to a specific breakdown of active and settled legal cases that the SCA is handling in the 
past 6 years to date, this information is not held by the Department in that format. This infor-
mation has been requested from the SCA and I have been advised that the information cannot 
be compiled within the timeframe to answer this Parliamentary Question. I will revert to the 
Deputy when further information is made available to me.

Departmental Expenditure

607. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Defence the payments for services or goods 
by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20773/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There have been no payments for good 
or services made to this company by the Department of Defence since 2015.

EU Battle Groups

608. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the PESCO projects Ire-
land is a participant in or has observer status on; the cost to date of Ireland’s participation in 
PESCO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20786/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland is currently participating in 
one PESCO project, namely the Greek led project, Upgrade of Maritime Surveillance.  Costs 
may arise in respect of participation in specific PESCO projects similar to the case where the 
Defence Forces participate in European Defence Agency Projects.  In respect of this PESCO 
project, the only costs borne to date is in relation to Defence Forces attendance at project meet-
ings.  

Ireland is currently Observers on nine PESCO Projects - (1) Deployable Military Disaster 
Relief Capability Package; (2) Maritime (semi) Autonomous Systems for Mine Countermea-
sures; (3) Cyber Threats and Incident Response Information Sharing Platform; (4) European 
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Secure Software defined Radio; (5) Military Mobility; (6) Energy Operational Function; (7) EU 
Radionavigation Solution; (8) Counter Unmanned Aerial System; (9) SOF Medical Training 
Centre.  There is no financial impact for Ireland participating as an observer on a PESCO proj-
ect other than when a representative from the relevant Directorate or Service within the Defence 
Forces attends each of the project meetings.  Ireland’s commitment at this time is through our 
attendance at meetings as the projects progress. 

To date no additional costs has been incurred through PESCO related activities other than 
costs associated with attendance by Defence Forces Subject Matter Experts at PESCO project 
planning meetings.  The project which Ireland is a participant on is still in the early stage of 
development, the budgets and timeline for participant’s involvement has not yet been fully de-
termined. This may change as project progresses and capabilities are developed and acquired 
through the PESCO framework. However, it is expected that sharing the costs of capability 
development across a number of Member States should prove cost neutral in terms of overall 
projected defence expenditure.

Defence Forces Personnel

609. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Defence the reason Defence Forces pen-
sions are abated at the State pensionable age unlike other public sector pensions. [20861/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I presume the Deputy is referring to the 
cessation of a portion of the military retirement pension of certain Defence Forces pensioners 
on qualifying for the social welfare State Pension (Contributory).

Under the Defence Forces occupational pension scheme applicable to Non-Commissioned 
Officers (NCOs) and Privates enlisting in the Defence Forces before April 2004, 21 years is 
the minimum service required for an immediate retirement pension and gratuity, regardless of 
age. Under this ‘fast accrual’ pension scheme, maximum retirement benefits accrue after 31 
years.  The 21-year pension, the rate of which varies according to retiring rank and other fac-
tors, is payable for the person’s lifetime. 

Where qualifying service is more than 21 years, an ‘additional increment’ is payable at a 
flat rate (generally €9.02 a week currently) for each year of service in excess of 21 years up 
to a maximum of 31 years’ service.  This gives a maximum additional increment of €90.20 
weekly. However, under the ‘pre-April 2004’ pension scheme rules, this additional increment 
ceases to be payable if and when the pensioner reaches the prescribed age for the State Pension 
(Contributory), that is, at age 66 to 68 depending on a person’s date of birth.  The question of 
a person’s entitlement to a State Pension is, of course, a matter for the Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection.

These arrangements are in accordance with the long established principle of integrat-
ing occupational pensions with Social Insurance benefits of employees who are in full PRSI 
class.  This includes NCOs and Privates who are fully insured for the range of social insurance 
benefits under the Social Welfare Acts, such as the State Pension (Contributory).  

Integration means that a person’s entitlement to social insurance benefits is taken into ac-
count when calculating the rate of their occupational pension payable. In an integrated pension 
scheme, the State Pension or similar contributory Social Welfare benefit is regarded as part of 
the overall pension package payable to the individual. The integration principle applies right 
across the public service and, indeed, in many areas of the private sector as well as in other 
countries. 
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It might be noted that the method of integration for these ‘pre-April 2004’ military pension-
ers is more favourable than in other areas of the public service.  In the public service generally, 
integration begins from the time the occupational pension commences payment, for example 
from age 60/65 where ‘standard accrual’ pensions apply in pre-2013 public service schemes.  

NCOs or Privates enlisted before April 2004 who serve 31 years having joined the Defence 
Forces at age 18/20, can qualify for maximum retirement benefits (pension and lump sum) pay-
able immediately from age 49/51, while those retiring with between 22 and 30 years’ service 
will also have qualified at a younger age for immediate retirement benefits based on their lower 
service.  However, for all of them, the integration process only begins when the State Pension 
becomes payable, for example, at age 66. Furthermore, the maximum personal rate of State 
Pension payable (€248.30 a week currently if under age 80) is considerably more than any 
reduction that could happen under the Defence Forces pension schemes by virtue of the loss 
of the additional increment on qualification for the State Pension.  This is the scenario for any 
former member who retires with between 22 and 31 years’ service under the ‘pre-April 2004’ 
pension scheme.

On foot of the operation of these arrangements, such retired members are therefore in re-
ceipt of their full pension entitlements from my Department in accordance with the relevant 
pension scheme rules.

The foregoing atypical integration arrangements do not apply to NCOs and Privates enlist-
ing on or after 1 April 2004, and whose occupational pensions are subject to standard integra-
tion with social insurance benefits along with other public service employees insured for full 
PRSI.

Defence Forces Personnel

610. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of active duty Defence 
Forces personnel that have died by suicide in the past 15 years; the rank of each; the barracks 
in which they were posted in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20913/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): All sudden deaths that occur in the De-
fence Forces are reported to the relevant Coroner’s Office. It is a matter for the Coroner to de-
termine the cause of death and this is not recorded by the Defence Forces. 

Defence Forces Personnel

30/07/2020WRBB03900611. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of active duty Defence 
Forces personnel on medical leave due to mental illness and or stress; the barracks to which 
they were posted in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20914/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the military authorities 
that the Defence Forces are not in a position to provide the information requested as the data is 
not specifically captured by the medical record system and would require a search through the 
medical records of each individual member. In addition it would give rise to issues of medical 
confidentiality and data protection.

Defence Forces Personnel
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612. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel by rank in 
the Army; the number for the past three years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20915/20]

613. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel by rank 
in the Naval Service; the number for the past three years in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20916/20]

614. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel by rank in 
the Air Corps; the number for the past three years in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20917/20]

30/07/2020WRBB04500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 612 to 
614, inclusive, together.

The attached document contains the information in tabular form, as requested by the Deputy.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq612-30-07-20_en.xlsx  “>Strength by Branch and by Rank</a>]

The Government remains committed to returning to, and maintaining, the agreed strength 
of the PDF at 9,500 personnel.  However, the capacity of the Defence Forces to induct and train 
recruits in 2020 was severely impacted by the COVID-19 situation but those aspects of the 
induction process that could be conducted remotely continued throughout the year and induc-
tions/training have been resumed taking public health guidelines into account. 

The report of the Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC) of 2019 contains a range of rec-
ommendations aimed at improving work-force planning, recruitment and conditions of service 
for members of the Defence Forces. A High Level Plan to give effect to the recommendations 
of the PSPC is being implemented. 

It should be noted that as the High Level Implementation Plan contains short, medium and 
long term measures, the full impact of these measures will take time to determine. There are 
also a range of external variables which impact on recruitment and retention and which can 
change and these will be carefully monitored to assess their effect as they arise. 

The Programme for Government contains a range of commitments aimed at stabilising and 
restoring the strength of the Defence Forces. An independent Commission will be established to 
undertake a comprehensive review of the defence requirements of the State. This review will in-
clude, inter alia, consideration of pay, allowances, recruitment retention and career progression 
of members of the Defence Forces. It is also intended that on completion of this review, a per-
manent pay review body for the Defence Forces will be established.   

Defence Forces Personnel

615. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel by rank in 
the Reserve Defence Forces; the number for the past three years in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20918/20]

30/07/2020WRBB05000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the First Line Reserve (FLR), the Army Reserve (AR) and the Naval Service 
Reserve (NSR).  

The most up to date figures available for the effective strength of the Army Reserve (AR) 
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and Naval Service Reserve (NSR), as of 30 June 2020, are set out below:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq615-30-07-20_en.docx  “>Reserve Defence Force</a>]

The figures for the First Line Reserve for the same years are as follows:

 As at 30-Jun-20

FORMATION* OFFR NCO PTE TOTAL
ARMY 1 13 137 151
AIR   CORPS  4 21 25
NAVAL   SER-
VICE

3 14 87 104

TOTAL 4 31 245 280
 31-12-19

FORMATION* OFFR NCO PTE TOTAL
ARMY 16 13 136 164
AIR   CORPS  2 4 20 26
NAVAL   SER-
VICE

17 12 85 114

TOTAL 35 28 241 304
31-12-18

FORMATION* OFFR NCO PTE TOTAL
ARMY 16 11 130 157
AIR   CORPS  2 4 19 25
NAVAL   SER-
VICE

17 9 80 106

TOTAL 35 24 229 288
31-12-17

FORMATION* OFFR NCO PTE TOTAL
ARMY 22 11 123 156
AIR   CORPS  3 4 19 26
NAVAL   SER-
VICE

20 7 62 89

TOTAL 45 22 204 271
 While a recruitment campaign for the AR and NSR was opened in March 2020 and 44 new 

members have been inducted thus far in 2020, the restrictions imposed in the interests of public 
health as a result of the Covid 19 Pandemic have had a significant impact on many Defence 
Forces activities, particularly those involving collective training. As such, it has been difficult 
to conduct RDF inductions. 

The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment in the AR and NSR. I am ad-
vised that, while there are no specific dates as of yet, it is anticipated that another recruitment 
campaign for the AR and NSR will be opened in autumn 2020.
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Defence Forces Remuneration

616. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence the pay grades for non-commis-
sioned officers and enlisted personnel of the Defence Forces; the changes in the pay grades over 
the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20920/20]

30/07/2020WRBB05300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The current rates of pay and allowances 
for all members of Defence Forces are available though the Department of Defence Website

(https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/65e6ec-routinely-published-information/#defence-forc-
es-pay-scales). 

Defence Forces pay has increased in the past five years in accordance with recent public 
service pay agreements, i.e. the Public Service Stability Agreement 2013-2018 (the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement) and the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, and in agreement 
with the Permanent Defence Force Representative Associations.

Date -
1 January 2016 Annualised salaries up to €24,000, increased by 2.5%.An-

nualised salaries from €24,001 to €31,000, increased by 1%.
1 July 2016 Revised and improved payscales for general service recruits 

and privates who joined the Permanent Defence Force post 
1 January 2013.

1 September 2017 Annualised salaries up to €65,000 increased by €1,000.
1 January 2018 All annualised salaries increased by 1%.
1 October 2018 All annualised salaries increased by 1%.
1 January 2019 Annualised salaries up to €30,000 increased by 1%.
1 September 2019 All annualised salaries increased by 1.75%.
1 January 2020 Annualised salaries up to €32,000 increased by 0.5%.
The increases due to date have been paid to Permanent Defence Force personnel. A further 

increase of 2% on all annualised salaries is scheduled for 1 October 2020, in accordance wit the 
Public Service Stability Agreement, 2018-2020. 

It should also be noted that new entrants, who joined the Defence Forces since 2011, have 
also benefited from the measures in relation to interventions at points 4 and 8 of the relevant pay 
scales.

Defence Forces Funding

617. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence his plans for investment in the Re-
serve Defence Forces and for a recruitment plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20921/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government appreciates the service 
of the Reserve Defence Force (RDF) and recognises its importance in contributing to Ireland’s 
defence capability.  The 2015 White Paper on Defence is clear that there is a continued require-
ment to retain and develop the RDF. The Government is committed to further developing the 
RDF.

At end June 2020, the strength of the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve (NSR) 
stands at 1,775 personnel. 114 new members were inducted into the AR and NSR during 2019. 
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A recruitment campaign for the AR and NSR was opened in March 2020 and 44 new members 
have been inducted thus far in 2020. The ability to conduct RDF inductions has been impact-
ed heavily by the Covid 19 crisis. It is anticipated that another recruitment campaign will be 
opened in autumn 2020.

Supports being provided to maximise recruitment to the Reserve include the use of social 
media and outreach activities by RDF members. PDF recruit exit interviews also now contain 
information on applying for membership of the RDF. 

The Programme for Government 2020 also contains a commitment to establish an Indepen-
dent Commission on the Defence Forces. This will encompass the role and contribution of the 
RDF, including its legislation; the regulations governing the RDF, the development of the First 
Line Reserve (FLR) and whether specialists from the RDF should be able to serve overseas. 

  Question No. 618 answered with Question No. 589.

30/07/2020WRBB05800Defence Forces Properties

619. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the reason no infill licence was 
applied for in relation to the decision by his Department to fill in the hollow adjacent to a site 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; the communication between his Department and Kildare 
County Council on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20985/20]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised that during the summer 
of 2017, infill material comprising of clay with trace amounts of construction and demolition 
materials was deposited on the lands referred to by the Deputy. This occurred in the absence of 
the appropriate sanction or consent from officials in my Department’s Property Management 
Branch. 

Since that time my Department has been engaged in legal correspondence with Kildare 
County Council regarding this matter and in the circumstances, I am not in a position to com-
ment further.

 I am advised that no further incidents have occurred since that time. Regular monitoring of 
the infill material has been undertaken in the intervening period and no evidence exists of any 
environmental pollution in the area as a result of the deposited clay.

Departmental Advertising

620. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Defence if his Department has carried out 
advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented by same; if so, 
if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of advertising in 
publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; the cost of consultancy or produc-
tion costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21025/20]

30/07/2020WRBB06300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The information requested by the Deputy 
in relation to the amount spent on advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor 
advertising; the cost of consultancy or production costs for campaigns to promote policies or 
programmes in each of the past two years are set out in the table below.

Campaign
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Be Winter Ready  2018 2019 2020
2 Pages Advertisement in Irish 
Independent 

 €6,150.00  €7,995.00  NIL 

Radio Advertisements on National 
and Local Radio Stations 

 €25,221.96  €27,897.98  NIL 

Distribution of Be Winter Ready 
Leaflets in Irish Independent 

 NIL  €15,498.00  Nil 

Be Winter Ready Twitter Campaign  €5,535.00  NIL  NIL 
Management of Twitter Campaign  €2,583.00  NIL  NIL 
Word Perfect translation €656.94 €388.02   NIL 
OEP Stand at Ploughing Champion-
ship 

 NIL  €2,709.37   NIL 

Promotional Material  €5,528.61 €4,452.86  NIL 
Bridge Interpreter  €238.80  €276.75  NIL 
 Civil Defence    
Civil Defence Stand Rental Plough-
ing Championship  

NiL  €16,039.85   Nil 

TOTAL  €45, 914.31  €75,257.83 NIL 
 In addition, but not related to the promotion of policies or programmes, my Department 

also incurred €24,640.83 in relation to events in 2018 such as the Annual Easter Sunday Com-
memoration and the 60th anniversary of participation by Ireland in the United Nations peace-
keeping operations.

The above costs do not include those arising from advertisement and promotion cam-
paigns run by the Defence Forces, which would primarily relate to recruitment.

School Transport

621. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the preparation 
work undertaken to ensure that school buses and bus routes that service schools will have enough 
capacity when term commences; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20293/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.

Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school. This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from 
the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows 
comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the 
logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for 
the reopening of our schools. 
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School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place.   

In line with normal practice, all children who are eligible for school transport and who com-
plete the application and payment process on time will be accommodated on school transport 
services where such services are in operation.  Children who are not eligible for school trans-
port, but who complete the application and payment process on time, will be considered for 
spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been facilitated.  

Student Accommodation

30/07/2020WRBB06800622. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
she will be taking to protect students entering new lease and or licence arrangements for ac-
commodation for the 2020/2021 academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[20515/20]

30/07/2020WRBB06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Students who are renting 
private accommodation under a lease are entitled to the same legal protections as any other ten-
ant. Tenant rights are set out in the Residential Tenancies Act (2004, as amended). Information 
on tenant rights and responsibilities are available on the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) 
website www.rtb.ie.

Student accommodation license terms including cost, duration, refund and cancellation pol-
icies should be set out in the license agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. 
Under the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 students residing in student-specific 
accommodation under licence agreements have access to the Dispute Resolution Services of 
the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB). The relevant division of the RTB can be contacted by 
email at ssa@rtb.ie.  

While I would hope that accommodation providers would show flexibility to students in the 
current times, agreements between students and accommodation providers are a private matter, 
and neither I nor my Department have any remit to issue instructions in relation to the private 
rental market.  

Cycle to Work Scheme

623. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the cycle to 
work scheme will be available for applications from education staff (detail supplied) in view 
of many school staff wishing to avail of the scheme with the reopening of schools due to take 
place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20526/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I am glad to inform the Dep-
uty that the cycle to work scheme is available to school staff who are paid by my Depart-
ment’s School Payroll Division. The scheme was deferred for a number of weeks in May 2020 
but has been reopened for applications since the 8th of June 2020.

I would encourage school staff who wish to avail of the scheme to submit their cycle to work 
applications at the earliest opportunity to allow sufficient time for their application to be pro-
cessed in advance of the new school term. Details of the current scheme and application forms 
are available on my Department’s web site at https://www.education.ie/en/Education-Staff/Ser-
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vices/Payroll-Financial/Cycle-to-Work/Cycle-to-Work-Scheme.html

Third Level Staff

30/07/2020WRCC00600624. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of psy-
chologists employed to work at higher education institutes; the cost of each of these positions 
annually; and the location each position is based.  [20561/20]

30/07/2020WRCC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested is 
not readily available in the format requested by the Deputy. 

My Department allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for 
direct disbursement to HEA designated higher education institutions. The HEA allocates this 
funding as a block grant to the institutions. As autonomous bodies, the internal disbursement of 
this funding, including the funding of student services, is a matter for the individual institution.

Details of expenditure incurred in respect of counselling services in the third level sector 
are outlined below.  Data in respect of subsequent academic years is not readily available at this 
time, however, it is expected that it would be broadly in line with previous years. 

 Universities & Colleges (incl MIC, 
NCAD & St. Angela’s College)

IoTs

2013/14 €3,963,627 €2,038,106 
2014/15 €3,853,638 €2,185,196
2015/16 €4,185,682 €2,299,286
As per information previously provided by the Psychological Counsellors in Higher Educa-

tion Ireland in 2017 – c.13,400 students availed of counselling services for the 2015/16 aca-
demic year.

All Institutions are required to have in place appropriate student services, which includes 
counselling services and health promotion. As part of their services to students, each institu-
tion considers what is most appropriate in the particular context of their own institution and 
their student’s needs, while also considering best practice models such as peer-led support pro-
grammes and seeking to liaise with external services to the fullest extent possible. 

In budget 2020 an additional annual allocation of €2m was provided to the higher education 
sector to assist institutions in supporting students with their mental health and wellbeing. This 
funding for 2020 and future years is in addition to existing spending by institutions and was 
made available to Higher Education Institutions as part of their grant allocations via the HEA. 

On 22 July I announced a substantial package of supports for third level institutions and 
students to mitigate the impacts of Covid-19. This package includes an additional allocation 
of €3million for mental health and well-being to assist Higher Education Institutions in the 
provision of appropriate supports for learners. The distribution of the funds will be finalised 
over the coming days and weeks with key stakeholders. Further details will be made available 
as soon as this process has been completed. 

School Transport

625. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to en-
sure that all children in need of public transport to their schools will receive same; her plans 
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to address the situation of children not being able to access public transport in circumstances 
(details supplied); if concessions will be made available to parents that have to avail of a private 
bus service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20839/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by 
Bus Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention 
of school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits. 

Children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and pay-
ment process on time will be accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation. Children who are eligible for school transport but for whom no service is 
available may be offered the Remote Area Grant towards the cost of making private transport 
arrangements.   

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application and 
payment process on time, will be considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children 
have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.

All school transport services are reviewed over the summer months. Arising from this, 
routes may be altered, extended or withdrawn depending on the number and location of eligible 
children who will be availing of school transport for the following school year.  

School Transport

626. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
clear guidance and details of the additional school transport resources that will be put in place in 
counties Longford and Westmeath to ensure schoolchildren can avail of the service. [20851/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the 
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distance criteria and are attending their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus 
Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann 
by measuring the shortest traversable route from the child’s home to the relevant school.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and 
payment process on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and may be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children who complete the application 
and payment process on time exceeds the number of spare seats available Bus Éireann will al-
locate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection process.  

Last autumn my Department announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with a 
view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the 
scheme. The review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they relate 
to school transport.

With regard to re-opening schools for the 2020/21 school year, I have announced a compre-
hensive plan detailing a package of measures and resources to be provided to facilitate schools 
in re-opening.  I have also published a detailed roadmap for the full return to school. This 
roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August.  It has been 
developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveillance Cen-
tre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business and follows comprehensive and intensive 
engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the logistical considerations that 
arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for the reopening of our schools. 

School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place. 

Further Education and Training Programmes

627. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which students that have come to the end of training courses with State bodies such as SOLAS, 
ETBs and so on are to gain their final qualifications in view of the fact they have not sat final 
exams; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20894/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In response to the COVID 19 
emergency, the Further Education and Training (FET) sector has demonstrated a swift and ap-
propriate response.  In their short-term contingency planning, providers have made provision 
for the current cohort of learners engaged in their programmes and who are nearing completion 
of their awards, with adjusted teaching strategies and alternative assessments supporting learn-
ers remotely. 

However, due to the vocational and practical nature of some FET programmes, it has not 
been possible to create alternative assessments for all learners which could be undertaken re-
motely. Education and Training Boards (ETBs), having carried out risk assessments in consul-
tation with relevant awarding bodies, have therefore confirmed the deferral of these until safe 
to do so in line with government advice and protocols.
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Cases also still remain for programmes where alternative assessment approaches cannot be 
created without compromising the integrity of the award standard or where access to specialist 
equipment for the learner to complete assessments is necessary.  ETB institutions have com-
municated with these learners on the individual approaches being undertaken to enable them 
progress.

School Services Staff

628. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to provide 
employment contracts to school secretaries; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16294/20]

30/07/2020WRCC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  

In Budget 2020 the number of secretaries and caretakers in certain schools was increased, 
allowing schools with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have 
fewer than 1.5 secretaries; schools with enrolments of 626-699 to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two secretary posts filled, and schools of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies 
provided they have fewer than two caretakers.  These measures will take effect from September 
2020. 

In Spring 2019 the moratorium was relaxed for those C&C and ETB schools with enrol-
ments of 700 and more which allows them to employ additional school secretaries up to a 
maximum of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this 
criteria, based on the information currently available to this Department. This was an initial step 
and took immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school.

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 December 2019. 

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.   
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A survey of Secretaries and Caretakers undertaken in 2019 identified some schools that 
are non-compliant with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department 
has contacted these schools to remind them of their obligations under the agreement, as imple-
mented through various circulars. The links below will bring you to the most recent circulars in 
respect of the pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th of April 2019 to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May last year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim. 

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the pay agreement for this cohort of staff which 
lasted until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July 2019 to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September 2019. Man-
agement Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in 
attendance at the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the 
pay claim as presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action. 

On 30 September 2019 FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the 
Department agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department and Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the 
auspices of the WRC. These talks are subject to the normal procedures including confidential-
ity. The talks began in the WRC in October.   

Following industrial action, which commenced on 10 January 2020, both parties have agreed 
to return to talks at the WRC.  FÓRSA agreed to the WRC request to suspend their ongoing 
work-to-rule to allow the talks to progress. This suspension was effective from 21 January 2020.

School Staff

629. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of teachers and SNAs, respectively in employment funded by her Department by primary 
and secondary schools; the increase in funding she will allow to ensure that these numbers can 
be increased to ensure that class sizes can be reduced in order that schools can return in line 
with public health requirements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16792/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department published the report, “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 
Return to School” and announce a funding package of more than €370 million for primary and 
post primary schools to supports its implementation. 

€53m has been provided for additional teaching and guidance posts in post-primary 
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schools. 1000 additional teachers will be allocated to post-primary schools to help reduce class 
sizes.  A teacher allocation equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.6 will be allocated 
to schools in the free scheme.  This allocation will support the important work of teaching and 
learning and provide additional teachers needed to support teacher substitution, management of 
physical distancing requirements by reallocating class timetables in schools to smaller groups 
class sizes where necessary.  These posts will also provide for management supports.    In ad-
dition an allocation, equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.1 will be provided in 
respect of Guidance provision to support student wellbeing.  It is recognised that, notwithstand-
ing these measures to post primary schools, challenges may remain to allow some post primary 
schools to fully and safely reopen.  A teacher allocation, through an appeal process, will be 
available to support these schools.  

As part of the package of supports, funding of €41.2 million has been allocated to provide 
enhanced substitution in primary schools and eliminate the need to mix classes when a teacher 
is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  These will be monitored in terms of 
the number of teachers and the location of each panel.

Primary schools are currently provided with class teachers on the basis of one teacher for 
every 26 pupils which is at its historically lowest level.  My Department will work with schools 
on the options available to implement the public health advice in respect of physical distancing 
in schools.  In terms of operating in this school year, schools will be required to look at maxi-
mising all available physical space particularly to accommodate larger classes.  Examples of 
class layouts have been provided to support schools. The minor works grant has been provided 
to assist schools if they need to reconfigure classroom or undertake other work.   Schools will 
also be required to look at how classes are organised in terms of size and this may require some 
reorganisation of class groupings. Where a school cannot implement social distancing, the use 
of additional resourcing including additional staff will be considered.

In the 2019/20 school year, there were 37,839 teaching posts at primary level and 30,623 
at post-primary.  The final allocation of teaching posts for the 2020/21 school year will not be 
known until the Autumn after confirmation of enrolments on 30th September and the conclu-
sion of the staffing appeals process in October. Currently, 16,856 SNAs have been allocated 
across primary, post-primary and special schools for the 2020/21 school year.

School Funding

630. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional funding 
she plans to provide to ensure schools reopening in September 2020 have sufficient funding to 
arrange deep cleaning of premises and to hire additional staff to keep classes to a size that can 
comply with public health advice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16889/20]

30/07/2020WRCC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy will be aware 
my Department this week published the report “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the 
Full Return to School” which is available on the Department’s website.

This Roadmap sets out how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives.  
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My Department is also providing funding of an additional €377 million to support the safe 
and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap.

The supports are comprehensive across a range of areas, including funding for getting 
schools ready, for providing for additional supervision and substitution, and providing addi-
tional teachers to help with physical distancing and class sizes. Funding will also be provided 
for management supports and enhanced cleaning and hygiene measures. This additional fund-
ing being provided will enable schools to have daily cleaning arrangements

There will be funding provided for release days for teaching principals at primary level to 
meet the administrative burden arising from the changes and the impacts of Covid-19. This will 
mean that all teaching principals will have one release day per week. Additionally, there will be 
some release time for deputy principals in primary schools.

As part of the package of supports, additional teachers are being provided to support the 
reopening of primary schools in order to provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need 
to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  These 
will be monitored in terms of the number of teachers and the location of each panel.

In terms of operating in this school year, schools will be required to look at maximising all 
available physical space particularly to accommodate larger classes.  Examples of class layouts 
have been provided to support schools. The minor works grant has been provided to assist 
schools if they need to reconfigure classroom or undertake other work.   Schools will also be 
required to look at how classes are organised in terms of size and this may require some reor-
ganisation of class groupings.

A 1000 additional teachers will be allocated to post-primary schools to help reduce class 
sizes.  A teacher allocation equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.6 will be allocated 
to schools in the free scheme.  This allocation will support the important work of teaching and 
learning and provide additional teachers needed to support teacher substitution, management of 
physical distancing requirements by reallocating class timetables in schools to smaller groups 
class sizes where necessary.  These posts will also provide for management supports.   

In addition an allocation, equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.1 will be provided 
in respect of Guidance provision to support student wellbeing.  It is recognised that, notwith-
standing these measures to post primary schools, challenges may remain to allow some post 
primary schools to fully and safely reopen.  A further teacher allocation will be available to 
support these schools.  

There is also funding for enhanced supervision, which is a key control measure to support 
schools in minimising interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health 
advice. 

Special Educational Needs

631. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) will be opened as an autism-specific school in view of the fact local families 
have been campaigning for same for a considerable time. [18802/20]

30/07/2020WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote 
or €1.9bn is invested in supporting children with special needs.  
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Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
South Dublin, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places for next September.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is continuing its engage-
ment with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across South Dublin to bring the required 
additional special class and special school placements on stream. 

While progress has been achieved NCSE has identified the need for an additional 36 special 
school places in South Dublin for September. 

Planning is actively underway to ensure that children without a placement for next year are 
provided with a suitable placement.  The NCSE is leading the work in this regard. My Depart-
ment will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the necessary 
funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an education.

A number of options are currently being explored to increase the number of suitable places 
to cater for the needs of children in this area.  I can confirm that sites such as the school to which 
the Deputy refers are being examined in this regard. 

Schools Site Acquisitions

632. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
three school campus in Buncrana, County Donegal; when it is envisaged that Donegal County 
Council will complete negotiations with the land owner; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19550/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware the 
acquisition of a suitable site to provide new school accommodation has proved to be extremely 
challenging to date.

Donegal County Council, acting on behalf of my Department under the Memorandum of 
Understanding for the acquisition of school sites are pursuing all potential options for the provi-
sion of the required school accommodation.  A preferred site has been identified. My Depart-
ment with the assistance of Donegal County Council have appointed an agent to undertake ne-
gotiations. Negotiations with the landowner are currently underway. Due to the sensitive nature 
of the negotiations process it is not possible to comment further at this time. 

In conjunction with Donegal County Council my Department are undertaking all the neces-
sary steps to advance the acquisition of this site. I wish to assure the Deputy that finding a solu-
tion at the earliest possible date to meet the requirements of the schools is a priority for the my 
Department.

Foirne Scoile

30/07/2020WRCC03300633. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an mbeidh 
cead ag scoil (sonraí tugtha)an líon muinteoirí ranga atá acu faoi láthair a choinneáil don scoil 
bhliain 2020/2021, cé go mbeidh siad duine gann den sprioc uimhir daltaí do líon na muinteoirí 
atá acu, de bharr an ghéarchéim Covid-19 agus chomh beag agus atá na seomraí ranga sa sean 
scoil seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [19551/20]
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30/07/2020WRCC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Is eol dom an sceideal don 
soláthar foirne agus an gá atá le tosaíocht a thabhairt do leithdháiltí múinteoirí i mbunscoile-
anna i bhfianaise na róil fhíorthábhachtacha atá acu i bpobail ar fud na tíre. Táim ag féachaint 
ar an mbealach is fearr chun dul chun cinn breise a dhéanamh maidir le cóimheas múinteoirí 
bunscoile i gcomhthéacs fheidhmiú Chlár an Rialtais.

Is í an phríomhthoisc a chinneann leibhéal na n-acmhainní foirne a sholáthraítear ag leibhéal 
na scoile aonair ná an sceideal soláthair foirne don scoilbhliain ábhartha agus rolluithe daltaí ar 
an 30 Meán Fómhair roimhe sin. 

Feidhmíonn an sceideal don soláthar foirne ar bhealach atá soiléir agus trédhearcach agus 
caitear le scoileanna den chineál céanna ar an mbealach céanna beag beann ar a suíomh. Cuim-
síonn an sceideal don soláthar foirne córas achomhairc trína bhféadfaidh scoileanna achomharc 
i leith soláthar foirne a chur faoi bhráid Bord Achomhairc neamhspleách faoi chritéir áirithe. 
Tá an Bord Achomhairc um Sholáthar Foirne ag an mBunleibhéal tar éis post múinteoireachta 
sa bhreis a leithdháileadh ar an scoil ar thagair an Teachta di ar bhonn sealadach, go dtí go 
mbeidh na rolluithe deimhnithe ar an 30 Meán Fómhair.  Ní bheidh leithdháileadh deiridh na 
bpost múinteoireachta ar fáil go dtí an fómhar tar éis na rolluithe a bheith deimhnithe ar an 30 
Meán Fómhair agus próiseas na n-achomharc i leith soláthar foirne a bheith curtha i gcrích i mí 
Dheireadh Fómhair. 

I am very conscious of the staffing schedule and the need to prioritise teacher allocations in 
primary schools given their vital role in communities around the country. I am looking at how 
best to make further progress in reducing the primary teacher ratio in the context of the  Pro-
gramme for Government implementation.

The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. The staffing schedule includes an appeals mecha-
nism for schools to submit a staffing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals 
Board. The Primary Staffing Appeals Board has allocated an additional teaching post to the 
school referred to by the Deputy on a provisional basis, pending confirmation of enrolments on 
30th   September.  The final allocation of teaching posts will not be known until the Autumn 
after confirmation of enrolments on 30th September and the conclusion of the staffing appeals 
process in October. 

Bus Services

634. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to defer 
or reduce the school bus fares payable at this time of year in view of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the uncertainty if students will be returning to school for a full week this coming term; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19553/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.
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Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school. This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from 
the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows 
comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus Éireann, 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Authority on the 
logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport services for 
the reopening of our schools. 

School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place.   

The option to make payment for transport for the 2020/2021 school year has been available 
since 16th June. Given the exceptional circumstances I have asked Bus Éireann to extend the 
closing date for payment to the 4th   August 2020.  Families wishing to avail of transport for 
the 2020/2021 year are advised to make payment by this date.  Families also have the option of 
spreading the amount due over two payments payable in July and December. 

School Staff

635. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
the temporary teacher reassignment system works in both primary and secondary schools; the 
terms and conditions for its use; if there have been changes to it in the past ten years; and if so, 
if she will provide details of same. [19555/20]

636. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of tempo-
rary teacher reassignments in operation by county; the number of reassignments in operation by 
length of years; and the number of temporary teacher reassignment by county in tabular form. 
[19557/20]

637. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cases in which 
teachers stayed longer in their reassigned jobs than was allowed under the temporary teacher 
reassignment process in the past ten years; the reasons for this; and the reason they were treated 
differently to other teachers. [19559/20]

30/07/2020WRCC04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In  February 2018 my Depart-
ment introduced the “Temporary Re-Assignment Scheme For Primary Teachers”.  This Scheme 
was agreed under the auspices of the Teachers Conciliation Council (TCC). The Council is 
comprised of representatives of teachers, school management, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the Department of Education & Skills and is chaired by an official of the 
Workplace Relations Commission.    

The purpose of the Temporary Re-Assignment Scheme is to facilitate an arrangement be-
tween two eligible teachers who, with the approval of their respective employers, wish to apply 
for temporary re-assignment to a different school for educational purposes.  

The provisions of the Scheme are set out in Chapter 9 of Circular 0054/2019.

Paragraph 1.3 of the Circular states:

“A  teacher may apply for temporary re-assignment to a different school for educational pur-
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poses which includes enabling teachers in primary schools to enhance their professional experi-
ence by teaching in different types of settings and enrich their personal knowledge which can 
then be shared with colleagues. For example, a teacher could seek a temporary re-assignment 
between:

- an urban school and a rural school or vice versa

- a large school with a single class per teacher and a smaller school with multi-grade classes

- a junior school, that is infants to second class and a senior school where they would teach 
third to sixth class

- a single gender school and a mixed gender school

- a mainstream school and a special school

- a DEIS school and a non-DEIS school

- a multi-medium school and a Gaelscoil/school in a Gaeltacht area or vice versa”

In accordance with the terms of the scheme, the minimum period for which a re-assignment 
may be facilitated is one school year and the maximum is three school years. In 2019/20 school 
year there was 54 re-assignment arrangements involving 108 teachers.  County breakdown of 
assignments is not readily available.

No. of arrangements No. of years completed 
17 arrangements Year 1
37 arrangements Year 2

Ministerial Communications

638. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she or her advisers 
have ever used private email for any form of Government business since her appointment as 
Minister; and if so, if she will publish each such email and corresponding documents immedi-
ately. [19563/20]

646. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she, her Ministers of 
State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use since 
the formation of the Government; and if so, if she will publish all such emails and correspond-
ing documents immediately. [19635/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has an Infor-
mation and Communications ICT Usage Policy which highlights for staff the need for email se-
curity. All staff members have to sign up to the policy and all new staff are provided with a copy 
of the policy as part of their induction material and are expected to comply with this policy. 

My staff working in my Department and I have been assigned Departmental email accounts 
which are used for official business and have been recently installed on my mobile devices. On 
rare occasions, a personal email address may be used for operational reasons e.g. lack of ac-
cess to ICT. From time to time, a third party may also email me about official business using an 
address other than my Departmental address. In line with my Department’s ICT policy, if such 
correspondence is received, I or my staff copy the reply to Government officials thereby creat-
ing a record of the correspondence which can be accessed at a later date.  

I can also advise that Minister Madigan does not use a personal email for official purposes.  
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Ministerial Meetings

639. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of meetings 
she has had since her appointment as Minister by date and in tabular form (details supplied). 
[19567/20]

647. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the meetings she and 
her Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date in tabular form 
(details supplied). [19652/20]

30/07/2020WRCC05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Minister Madigan and I have 
held a number of meetings with stakeholders since taking office. Please see attached table. 

Minister Meeting With Date of Meeting
Minister Norma Foley Stakeholders meeting re 

School re-openings
01/07/2020

Minister Norma Foley Meeting with Heads of 
Agencies

14/07/2020

Minister Norma Foley Stakeholders event 21/072020
Minister Norma Foley Meeting with NABMSE 21/07/2020
Minister Norma Foley Videoconference with Welsh 

Minister for Education
21/07/2020

Minister Norma Foley Meeting with Opposition 
Spokespeople 

21/07/2020

Minister Norma Foley Meeting with NCSE 22/07/2020
Minister Norma Foley Webex meeting with Dr. 

John Cuddihy
22/07/2020

Minister Norma Foley Meeting with CPSMA 23/07/2020
Minister Norma Foley Meeting with the Taoiseach 24/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with Down Syn-

drome Ireland
07/07/2020

Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with Involve Au-
tism

08/07/2020

Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with As I Am 09/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with ASTI 10/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with INTO 14/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with Centre for 

Talented Youth Ireland
14/07/2020

Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with NCSE 15/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with NABMSE 21/07/2020
Minister Josepha Madigan Meeting with Disability 

Federation Ireland
22/07/2020

Schools Site Acquisitions

640. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to pro-
ceed immediately with a planning application for the preferred choice as outlined in the Don-
abate Local Area Plan as lands at the Spires East which happens to be publicly owned (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19595/20]
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30/07/2020WRCC05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Regarding the current plan-
ning application for temporary accommodation to which the Deputy refers my Department’s 
Project Management Team is currently preparing a response to the request for further informa-
tion from Fingal County Council in respect of the planning application F20A/0157 which is for 
the interim accommodation for the school in question.

With regard to a permanent site to cater for the projected demographic growth the acquisi-
tion of a zoned school site at Corballis, Donabate is at an advanced stage of legal conveyancing. 
Officials from my Department are engaging with the landowner and officials in the relevant lo-
cal authority regarding the potential development of the site. 

I am unable to elaborate any further due to the commercial sensitivities of site acquisitions 
in general.

State Examinations

641. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if alternative ar-
rangements will be made by which there are no provisions for students due to sit exams and due 
to unforeseen circumstances are hospitalised as an emergency and in many cases have no alter-
native to leave hospital to sit exams; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19596/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. My predecessor as Minister, Joe McHugh TD, last year asked the State Examinations 
Commission to review the supports provided to Leaving Certificate and Leaving Certificate Ap-
plied (LCA) students who suffer trauma or adversity around the time of the state examinations.

The Commission operates the scheme of Reasonable Accommodations at the Certificate Ex-
aminations, known as the RACE scheme, to accommodate candidates who suffer bereavement, 
illness or other trauma, either immediately before or during the examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

Schools Building Projects

642. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
progress of the construction of a proposed new school (details supplied). [19597/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware the 
building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme.

I can confirm that a site has been acquired and a brief of the new school building school has 
been completed. My Department will now progress this project into the architectural planning 
as quickly as possible and will keep the school authority informed.

Ministerial Briefing

30/07/2020WRCC06300643. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she had a handover 
briefing from her predecessor; if so, when the meeting took place; and the persons that were in 
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attendance. [19616/20]

30/07/2020WRCC06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As is normal practice, on my 
appointment as Minister for Education I was provided with a detailed briefing document in re-
lation to all aspects of the Department. In addition, I had a series of briefing meetings with all 
of my senior officials in relation to their individual areas of responsibility. While I have been 
in contact with my colleague the former Minister for Education and Skills a formal handover 
meeting was not required.

Special Educational Needs Staff

644. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason SNAs are 
not being employed in east County Cork. [19617/20]

30/07/2020WRCC06700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. My Department 
does not have a role in making individual school determinations.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

Covid-19 Pandemic

645. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when definitive Co-
vid-19 guidelines will be put in place for the return of pupils to school. [19618/20]

738. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports that 
will be put in place to enable primary and second-level schools to reopen at the end of August 
2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20935/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, the 27th July, my 
Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for 
the Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business  , and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
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to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

This funding includes €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and hygiene 
measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are being 
made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

  Question No. 646 answered with Question No. 638.

  Question No. 647 answered with Question No. 639.

30/07/2020WRDD00200Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRDD00300648. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
details of her advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same; 
and the date of commencement in their role. [19669/20]

30/07/2020WRDD00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On the commencement of 
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every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues Guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are cur-
rently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned Guidelines, although 
the appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special 
Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the 
Deputy may wish to note that I have to date assigned one person to work with me as Special 
Adviser and I will be nominating that person to Government for formal approval in due course.   

The annual allowance payable to the office holder of Minister and Minister of State at the 
Department is €79,510 and €38,787 respectively. Full details of ministerial salaries/allowances 
are published on the Houses of the Oireachtas website.

30/07/2020WRDD00500School Staff

30/07/2020WRDD00600649. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
teaching posts that remain unfilled around the country; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19694/20]

30/07/2020WRDD00700651. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
principal teacher positions that remain unfilled around the country; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19696/20]

30/07/2020WRDD00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Teacher allocations to all 
schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of posts are communicated to school 
management annually and are available on the Department website.  

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). The deployment of teaching staff 
in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and learning 
are in the first instance a matter for the school management.

All teachers, including principals, are employed by school management and the onus is on 
the managerial authorities to fill all vacancies as permitted by the staffing arrangements.  Ap-
pointments to teaching and principal positions are submitted to the Department and the process-
ing of these appointments is ongoing in the payroll sections of my Department.

30/07/2020WRDD00900Departmental Reports

30/07/2020WRDD01000650. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the for-
ward planning section of her Department will produce a report; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19695/20]

30/07/2020WRDD01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I take it that the Deputy is 
referring to the process of review of demographics for school planning purposes. 

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
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System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places 
across the country will arise. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, since April 2018 the Government announced plans for the 
establishment of 45 new schools over the four years 2019 to 2022. This followed nationwide 
demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-
primary schools across the country.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future through either planned capacity increases in existing 
schools or additional accommodation or extensions to existing schools. The requirement for 
new schools is kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the increased 
rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population. 

My Department is currently working on an updated demographic exercise to assess needs 
for the coming years. This work is at an advanced stage.

  Question No. 651 answered with Question No. 649.

30/07/2020WRDD01300Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRDD01400652. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names and salaries 
of her special advisers; and the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in her De-
partment. [19719/20]

30/07/2020WRDD01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues Guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are cur-
rently awaiting Government approval.  
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It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned Guidelines, although 
the appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special 
Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the 
Deputy may wish to note that I have to date assigned one person to work with me as Special 
Adviser and I will be nominating that person to be formally appointed by the Government in 
due course.   

The annual allowance payable to the office holder of Minister and Minister of State at the 
Department is €79,510 and €38,787 respectively. Full details of ministerial salaries/allowances 
are published on the Houses of the Oireachtas website.

30/07/2020WRDD01600Third Level Fees

30/07/2020WRDD01700653. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports that 
have been put in place to help students returning to third-level education who are uncertain as 
to the way in which they will pay fees, especially in cases in which part-time income has been 
affected by Covid-19. [19749/20]

30/07/2020WRDD01800658. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports avail-
able to help students returning to third-level education who are uncertain as to the way they 
will pay fees, particularly in circumstances in which their part-time income has been affected 
by Covid-19. [19794/20]

30/07/2020WRDD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Under my Department’s free 
fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding toward the tuition fee costs of eligible under-
graduate students with students paying the student contribution. 

The student contribution is currently €3,000 with the last change in the 2014/2015 academic 
year. The exchequer pays all, or part of, this contribution on behalf of almost 50% of students 
eligible for free fees via the Student Grant Scheme.

Where students do not meet the eligibility criteria of the Free Fees Initiative, for example 
full-time undergraduate students who do not qualify for the free tuition fees; part-time under-
graduates or; any post-graduate students, it is a matter for the higher education institution - as 
an autonomous body - to determine which fee rate is applicable for students.

Planning for models of blended learning is taking place against a backdrop of an evolving 
public health environment and will continue to be monitored and adapted as required to ensure 
the health and safety of all students and staff. The balance between face-to-face and online will 
vary across programmes and will depend on factors such as the disciplinary teaching and learn-
ing needs of, and the numbers of students registered on individual programmes as well as the 
practical/theoretical balance of learning outcomes in the programme. 

Any determination as to the level of fees to be charged is a matter for each institution in ac-
cordance with it’s own particular operational conditions and circumstances in ensuring educa-
tion provision for students through this pandemic.

I am conscious of the difficulties being experienced by students and their families as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and of the importance of the Student Grant Scheme and related 
supports, such as the Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for Students with Disabilities. 
These supports have a fundamental role in assisting families who are putting their children 
through further and higher education.
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Accordingly, the following arrangements have been put in place: 

For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on gross 
income from all sources for the period 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.     

The means test arrangements of the Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally. Student 
grant applications are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside and outside 
the State within a specified reference period. In the case of both employed and self-employed 
applicants, gross income, before deduction of income tax or universal social charge, is assessed 
with certain specified social welfare and health service executive payments excluded. There-
fore, all income is assessed from the same starting point. 

The Student Grant Scheme provides for different levels of income thresholds where families 
have (i) less than 4 dependent children (ii) between 4 and 7 dependent children and (iii) 8 or 
more dependent children. In recognition of the additional cost to families where more than one 
person is attending college, income thresholds may also be increased by up to €4,830 for each 
additional family member attending college at the same time. In this way, the Student Grant 
Scheme is responsive to the individual circumstances of particular families.

The income threshold for the special rate of grant has been increased from €24,000 to 
€24,500 for the 2020 scheme, so as to ensure that students from families dependent on welfare 
will continue to be eligible for the special rate of grant. (This reflects the Budget 2019 increase 
to the maximum point of the weekly State Contributory Pension, plus maximum Qualified 
Adult Allowance for a person over 66 years). Further information in relation to student grant 
assistance is available from SUSI’s website, www.susi.ie. The telephone number for SUSI’s 
Helpdesk is 0761 087 874.

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists full-time and part-time students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. 
Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to 
enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 situation. 

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie

Furthermore, as the Deputy will be aware, a substantial funding package of €168m was an-
nounced on 22 July for publically funded further and higher education providers under the remit 
of DFHERIS and for students to mitigate the impacts of Covid-19.  This package of funding 
was developed following detailed engagement and assessment with the sector.  As part of the 
allocation funding in the amount of €10m is being provided for student assistance and €15m for 
the provision of devices and equipment to assist disadvantaged students in accessing education. 
The distribution of the funds and the principles and eligibility criteria governing the additional 
supports for students including in relation to access to devices will be finalised over the coming 
days and weeks with key stakeholders. Further details will be made available as soon as this 
process has been completed. 

30/07/2020WRDD02000Special Educational Needs
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30/07/2020WRDD02100654. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the ASD unit 
in a school (details supplied) will be opened; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19750/20]

30/07/2020WRDD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school referred to by the 
Deputy has been approved a four classroom SEN base under my Department’s Additional Ac-
commodation Scheme 2019.  

The school authority, to whom the project has been devolved for delivery, is currently in the 
process of appointing a Design Team and is being assisted by Dublin & Dún Laoghaire Educa-
tion & Training Board (DDLETB) in that respect.

It is not possible at this early stage to give a definite timeline as to when the accommodation 
will be available.

30/07/2020WRDD02300National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRDD02400655. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of chil-
dren in north County Kildare awaiting an appointment with a NEPS psychologist; the number 
waiting less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19772/20]

30/07/2020WRDD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
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that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

30/07/2020WRDD02600School Funding

30/07/2020WRDD02700656. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding that 
will be allocated to schools in north County Kildare in order to provide the necessary equipment 
and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19773/20]

30/07/2020WRDD02800661. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding that 
will be allocated to schools in Dublin 7 and Dublin 15 in order to provide the necessary equip-
ment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19837/20]

30/07/2020WRDD02900665. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of fund-
ing that will be allocated to schools in County Wicklow in order to provide the necessary 
equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19885/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03000677. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of fund-
ing that will be allocated to schools in counties Cavan and Monaghan in order to provide the 
necessary equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20180/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03100683. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding that will be allocated to schools in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon 
in order to provide the necessary equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20270/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03200690. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding that will be allocated to schools in County Donegal in order to provide the necessary 
equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20432/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03300707. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
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funding that will be allocated to schools in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county, in order 
to provide the necessary equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20704/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03400710. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of funding 
that will be allocated to schools in County Kerry in order to provide the necessary equipment 
and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20726/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03500718. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding that will be allocated to schools in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon 
in order to provide the necessary equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20791/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03600737. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of funding that will be allocated to schools in County Clare in order to provide the necessary 
equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20893/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03700741. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding that will be allocated to schools in County Kildare in order to provide the necessary 
equipment and resources to reopen in September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [21009/20]

30/07/2020WRDD03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to answer Questions 
Nos. 656, 661, 665, 677, 683, 690, 707, 710, 718, 737 and 741 together.

On Monday, the 27th July, my Department published the report to Government “Reopening 
Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

This funding includes €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and hygiene 
measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are being 
made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
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which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.  

30/07/2020WRDD03900State Examinations

30/07/2020WRDD04000657. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if leaving certifi-
cate points awarded in 2020 based on calculated points can be used in future years if a student 
opts to defer applying to third-level college for a year or more; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19785/20]

30/07/2020WRDD04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As a result of the robust and 
rigorous processes implemented to arrive at the Calculated Grades, these grades will have the 
same status as the Leaving Certificate results awarded to students in previous years, and those 
that will be awarded in future years. 

The Leaving Certificate class of 2020 will in no way be disadvantaged by receiving Calcu-
lated Grades, relative to previous or future Leaving Certificate students. The Government has 
made clear to higher and further education providers, to employers, and to higher education 
institutions abroad that Calculated Grades have the same status as the Leaving Certificate Ex-
amination.

If a student opts to forego applying to third level education this year, and decides to return to 
education in the future, the 2020 Calculated Grades will have the same standing as any Leaving 
Certificate examination grades for entry to further study at that time. However student should 
note that there are fluctuations in CAO points every year, which will depend on the volume of 
applications, their course choices, the number of applicants who meet the entry requirements 
and the grades received by applicants. Having the required points to enter a course for the 2020 
academic year is not a guarantee that those points will satisfy the entry requirements for that 
course in future years.

  Question No. 658 answered with Question No. 653.
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30/07/2020WRDD04300School Staff

30/07/2020WRDD04400659. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of providing release time for administrative and management purposes of one day per week for 
each teaching principal of a primary school; her plans to bring this about as standard, in view 
of the increased workload and demands on principal teachers; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [19813/20]

30/07/2020WRDD04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that my Department published the report “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 
Return to School” earlier in the week which is available on my Department’s website.

This Roadmap set outs how schools will fully reopen for all students from the end of Au-
gust, and what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 
context.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehen-
sive and intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management 
bodies and staff representatives.

€10.2m has been allocated to support Principals and Deputy Principals who also undertake 
teaching duties in primary schools.  This funding will provide each teaching principal with one 
release day per week. It also provides release days for Deputy Principals in those schools that 
have an existing administrative principal.  Details on these arrangements are set out in Circular 
45/2020, Operational Supports for Primary Schools for the Full Return to School.

30/07/2020WRDD04600National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRDD04700660. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of per-
sons in Dublin 7 and 15 who are waiting on a NEPS appointment, in tabular form; the number 
that are waiting less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19836/20]

30/07/2020WRDD04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 
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This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 661 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRDD05000School Staff

30/07/2020WRDD05100662. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of primary 
and second-level teachers who were placed on sick leave due to stress or mental illness in each 
of the years from 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020; the proportion this represents of the number 
of primary and second-level teachers in each year, in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19858/20]

30/07/2020WRDD05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to teachers my 
Department is not the employer. The employer is the Education and Training Board (ETB) for 
vocational schools/community colleges, community national schools and the Board of Man-
agement/Manager in the case of primary (excluding community national schools) voluntary 
secondary, community and comprehensive schools.

The provisions of the Sick Leave Scheme for Registered Teachers employed in Recognised 
Primary and Post Primary Schools are contained in Chapter 1 of my Department’s Circular 
Letter 0054/2019 which issued on 01 September 2019 and is published on my Department’s 
website.

 Under the Scheme a teacher is not obliged to provide the nature of the illness on a medical 
certificate when furnishing it to his/her employer.
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In any event as medical records are retained by schools and ETBs the information sought by 
the Deputy is not available in my Department. 

Under the Data Protection Acts and the General Data Protection Regulations, the nature of 
illness is considered medical data and falls into special category personal data.

30/07/2020WRDD05300School Staff

30/07/2020WRDD05400663. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of primary 
and second-level teachers who died by suicide while still in the employment of the State in 
each of the years from 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19859/20]

30/07/2020WRDD05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Primary and second level 
teachers in Voluntary Secondary and Community/Comprehensive schools are employed by the 
managerial authorities of the schools.

The information requested by the Deputy is not obtained from the managerial authorities of 
the schools and is not available in my Department.

30/07/2020WRDD05600National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRDD05700664. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of chil-
dren in County Wicklow who are awaiting an appointment with a NEPS psychologist; the num-
ber waiting less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [19884/20]

30/07/2020WRDD05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.
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The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 665 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRDD06000School Funding

30/07/2020WRDD06100666. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation will be given to providing schools with the resources to run pre and post-school childcare 
facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19947/20]

30/07/2020WRDD06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has histori-
cally funded a number of pre-school services in schools in areas at particular risk of disadvan-
tage and social exclusion.  However, funding of childcare, pre-schools and school-age childcare 
services is a matter which lies within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children, Dis-
ability, Equality and Integration.  Schools themselves are free to decide if they wish to make 
their facilities available for the running of early learning and care and/or school-age childcare 
services, and my Department understands that some schools do so.  However, this would be for 
school management to determine, and the funding and regulation of such services would be a 
matter for the Department of Children, Disability, Equality and Integration.

30/07/2020WRDD06300Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRDD06400667. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way 
in which Ireland’s commitment to the sustainable development goals will be reflected in her 
Department’s Skills Strategy and Work Plans 2020–2025; the way in which progress towards 
achieving same will be monitored and reported annually; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [19962/20]
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30/07/2020WRDD06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals include Goal 4 Quality Education.

The aims and objectives of the National Skills Strategy are in line with this Goal and the 
actions within the Strategy support it.

The purpose of the National Skills Strategy is to provide a framework for skills devel-
opment that will help drive Ireland’s growth both economically and societally over the next 
decade.  Through the vision, objectives, actions and indicators outlined in the Strategy it will 
support the development of a well-educated, well-skilled and adaptable labour force, creating 
and sustaining a strong pool of talented people of all ages throughout Ireland.  

The Strategy sets out a wide range of actions under six key objectives aimed at improving 
the development, supply and use of skills over the next decade.  The objectives are:

1. Education and training providers will place a stronger focus on providing skills develop-
ment opportunities that are relevant to the needs of learners, society and the economy.

2. Employers will participate actively in the development of skills and make effective use of 
skills in their organisations to improve productivity and competitiveness.

3. The quality of teaching and learning at all stages of education and training will be con-
tinually enhanced and evaluated.

4. People across Ireland will engage more in lifelong learning.

5. There will be active inclusion to support participation in education and training and the 
labour market.

6. We will support an increase in the supply of skills to the labour market.

The Strategy provides the overarching framework for a range of new measures and existing 
initiatives and programmes of change which are already underway which are relevant to skills 
development including the rollout of Síolta and Aistear in Early Childhood Education, Junior 
Cycle Reform, development of the new Apprenticeship model and implementation of the Fur-
ther Education and Training Strategy and Higher Education Strategy to 2030.

In 2018, Ireland presented it’s first Voluntary National Review on progress in implemen-
tation of the SDGs to the UN High Level Political Forum:  https://sustainabledevelopment.
un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=528&menu=3170 and has stated it’s commit-
ment to reporting again in 2022.

30/07/2020WRDD06600Special Educational Needs

30/07/2020WRDD06700668. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on the 
campaign by parents in Crumlin, Dublin 12 in relation to the reopening of a school (details 
supplied) as an ASD specific school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19987/20]

30/07/2020WRDD06800669. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she or her officials 
will meet with parents campaigning for an ASD specific school in Dublin 12; if she will com-
mission a report on the merits of such a provision; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19988/20]

30/07/2020WRDD06900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
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gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 668 and 669 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote 
or €1.9bn is invested in supporting children with special needs.  

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
South Dublin, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places for next September.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is continuing its engage-
ment with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across South Dublin to bring the required 
additional special class and special school placements on stream. 

While progress has been achieved NCSE has identified the need for an additional 36 special 
school places in South Dublin for September. 

Planning is actively underway to ensure that children without a placement for next year are 
provided with a suitable placement.  The NCSE is leading the work in this regard. My Depart-
ment will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the necessary 
funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an education.

A number of options are currently being explored to increase the number of suitable places 
to cater for the needs of children in this area.  I can confirm that sites such as the school to which 
the Deputy refers are being examined in this regard. 

30/07/2020WRDD07100School Enrolments

30/07/2020WRDD07200670. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to the 
commitment previously given by the Department, if a full review of secondary education pro-
vision and enrolment opportunity in the mid-County Kerry area and the secondary schools in 
Milltown and Killorglin will be carried out; if she will prioritise this to help resolve the ongoing 
difficulties being experienced in particular in Milltown; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20041/20]

30/07/2020WRDD07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
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circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

The requirement for new or additional schools places is kept under on-going review and the 
needs of the mid-Kerry area is being considered in that context.

30/07/2020WRDD07400School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRDD07500671. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans for perma-
nent school accommodation for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20098/20]

30/07/2020WRDD07600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A capital project for the provi-
sion of a permanent school building for the school referred to by the Deputy, to cater for a Long 
Term Projected Enrolment of 1,000 pupils, is being addressed through the Department’s School 
Building Programme.

In this regard, a project manager was appointed to develop a master plan layout for a site in 
the ownership of Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board to demonstrate how the 
accommodation needs of the school could potentially be met on this site. This process is nearing 
completed and will be considered by my Department as quickly as possible and my Department 
will keep the school authority updated on progress. 

30/07/2020WRDD07700Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRDD07800672. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the second-level building programme in Maynooth, County Kildare; when the new school 
building will be complete; the works that will remain to be done after the handover in advance 
of it being occupied; when it will be occupied; if interim measures are being put in place; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20105/20]

30/07/2020WRDD07900744. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school 
building projects currently in progress, such as a project (details supplied) are scheduled for 
completion as originally anticipated; the extent to which interim arrangements are in place to 
meet any further unforeseen difficulties; when such schools are likely to open, if on time; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [21039/20]

30/07/2020WRDD08000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 672 and 744 together.

I can inform the Deputies that the particular project to which they refer has been devolved 
for delivery to Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB).  

The Covid-19 situation has impacted on the timeline for delivery of this project to the extent 
that the project will not now be fully completed by September 2020. In that context, KWETB, 
supported by my Department, has put in place contingency arrangements to provide for the 
needs of the schools in question until their new buildings are fully ready for occupation in Oc-
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tober.

In respect of projects generally, I can inform the Deputy that each individual project is sub-
ject to its own particular circumstances and the timeline for delivery of each project can vary 
depending on those circumstances.

30/07/2020WREE00200Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WREE00300673. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the new community college in Celbridge, County Kildare; the estimated time frame for the 
various stages; the estimated time frame for the delivery and occupation of the new school 
premises; if an interim arrangement will be needed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20106/20]

30/07/2020WREE00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm for the Deputy 
that agreement in principle has been reached with a landowner for the acquisition of a site at 
Donaghcumper, Celbridge. This site is presently proposed to facilitate the permanent accommo-
dation needs of St. Patrick’s National School, Celbridge Community School and St. Raphael’s 
Special School on a campus type arrangement. Work is progressing and is ongoing in respect of 
technical matters crucial to the delivery of the acquisition. We are continuing to actively engage 
regularly with Kildare Co. Co. and the Landowner - in relation to same. It remains a priority for 
the Department to make progress on this acquisition. Due to the commercially sensitive nature 
of site acquisitions in general, I am unable to elaborate further but please rest assured that this 
project is being given our full attention.

In regard to interim accommodation my Department has approved significant interim ac-
commodation for the school which the Deputy refers to. The installation of this accommodation 
has been devolved to the school authority for delivery.

30/07/2020WREE00500Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WREE00600674. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the new school on the Mercy Convent site in Naas, County Kildare; the expected delivery date 
for the completion of the school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20107/20]

30/07/2020WREE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Board of Management 
of Mercy Convent School has been through the formal dispute resolution process resulting in 
April of this year of the termination of the obligation of the Main Contractor to complete the 
construction of the new school building. 

The Board of Management and its Design Team have carried out a full assessment of the 
partially constructed building and are currently exploring arrangements with a view to making 
the building weather-proof pending the appointment of a completion contractor.

The Design Team has also commenced the process of drawing up tender documents to hold 
a tender competition to appoint a completion contractor as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREE00800State Examinations

30/07/2020WREE00900675. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures taken 
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to ensure that applicants to the primary initial teacher education that had registered for qualify-
ing exams, which were cancelled due to the pandemic and rescheduled for January 2021, thus 
preventing applicants from taking up their places, will be facilitated in taking up their course 
places. [20154/20]

30/07/2020WREE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I understand the Deputy is re-
ferring to applicants to the Primary Initial Teacher Education PME programme and also that the 
exam being referred to is undertaken by some applicants who do not have the relevant Leaving 
Certificate grade to meet the Minimum Entry Requirements in Irish for entry to those Primary 
PME programmes. 

The relevant Leaving Certificate Grade is a H5 in Irish. This Minimum Entry Requirement 
in Irish, along with requirements in English and Maths, is in place to ensure that primary teach-
ers have the capacity to lead learning in these vital areas.  

This exam which was postponed is just one of the list of equivalences to the Minimum En-
try Requirement Leaving Certificate grade in Irish.  Completed applications to the four State-
Primary PME Initial Teacher Education programmes must have been received by the end of 
March this year, with applicants needing to meet all the entry requirements by early July for a 
September start date.  

It is solely a matter for the HEIs to make decisions on whether applicants to their pro-
grammes meet the entry requirements.

30/07/2020WREE01100National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WREE01200676. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in counties Cavan and Monaghan that are awaiting an appointment with a National 
Educational Psychological Service psychologist; the number waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20179/20]

30/07/2020WREE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 
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This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 677 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WREE01500School Staff

30/07/2020WREE01600678. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) has no permanent English as an additional language supports service 
despite several requests for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20200/20]

30/07/2020WREE01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Special Education Teach-
ing allocation provides a single unified allocation for special educational support teaching needs 
to each school, based on each school’s educational profile and also encompasses the Language 
Support (EAL) allocation that schools were allocated in previous years.  

Further temporary Language Support is also provided, as necessary, to schools that have 
high concentrations of pupils that require language (EAL) support. At primary level, these al-
locations are made on the basis of appeals by schools to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board has allocated 1 fixed-term EAL post to the school 
referred to by the Deputy, on a provisional basis pending confirmation of enrolments.  The Pri-
mary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.
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30/07/2020WREE01800Special Educational Needs Staff

30/07/2020WREE01900679. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
special needs assistant, SNA, (details supplied) who is working full-time since 25 May 2020 
following job sharing ending, in view of the fact the other SNA retired continues to be paid part-
time despite their contract stating that if the job sharing lapsed the remaining staff member takes 
up the full role; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20201/20]

30/07/2020WREE02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The person referred to by the 
Deputy is currently employed in a job-sharing capacity in a primary school for the 2019/20 
school year. The terms of the job sharing scheme for special need assistants are outlined in Cir-
cular 0041/2014.  In accordance with the terms of the Circular the minimum period for which 
a job-sharing arrangement may occur is one school year i.e. commencing on 1 September and 
ending on 31 August each year.

Special Needs Assistants employed in a job-sharing arrangement receive 50% of the remu-
neration payable to them in a whole-time post.

30/07/2020WREE02100Student Grant Scheme

30/07/2020WREE02200680. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
sider reviewing the Student Support Act 2011 and the student grants scheme to provide more 
discretion for deciding officers in cases in which students and their families are in receipt of the 
pandemic unemployment payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20218/20]

30/07/2020WREE02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for the centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student 
Universal Support Ireland) to determine. 

For the 20/21 academic year student grant applications will be assessed based on gross in-
come from all sources for the period 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.          

However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in circumstances 
that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future they can apply 
to SUSI to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision. 

In the case of a change of circumstances all household income, and not just the income of 
the person experiencing the change, will be assessed/reassessed on the basis of the current year 
(2020). Any award or adjustment will take effect from the month in which the change occurred.   
This provision may benefit some students whose income has fallen in 2020 due to Covid-19 
issues.

SUSI’s online application process for student grant applications for the 2020/21 academic 
year opened on 23rd April, 2020. Students are advised to submit their renewal student grant 
application as soon as possible.  Further information in relation to student grant assistance is 
available from SUSI’s website, www.susi.ie. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 
0761 087 874. 

The eligibility criteria for student grants are reviewed annually by my Department and ap-
proved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. All proposals made in relation to 
higher education expenditure, including student grants for the 2021/22 academic year, will be 
considered in the context of Budget 2021.  

The Deputy will be aware that I recently secured a financial support package for the further 
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and higher education sector which is aimed at addressed Covid-19 impacts and facilitating the 
reopening plans for the sector. The support package will provide €168m in supports including 
€28m in supports for students for IT equipment, access measures and mental health and wellbe-
ing.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists full-time and part-time students, 
in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third 
level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are available from the Ac-
cess Office in the third level institution attended. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise 
the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the 
COVID-19 situation.  

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from students’ local Tax Offices or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie

30/07/2020WREE02400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WREE02500681. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason students 
from agricultural colleges are excluded from applying for the Covid-19 education fund; if the 
position will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20266/20]

30/07/2020WREE02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The substantial funding pack-
age of €168m which was announced on 22 July, is to mitigate against the impact of Covid19 on 
publically funded further and higher education providers under the remit of DFHERIS.  This 
package of funding was developed following detailed engagement and assessment with the 
sector.  Funding in the amount of €10m is being provided for student assistance and €15m for 
the provision of devices and equipment to assist disadvantaged students in accessing education. 

The funding of Tegasc Agricultural Colleges, private Agricultural Colleges partnered with 
Teagasc and students of the respective colleges are a matter for the Department of Agriculture 
Food and the Marine.

30/07/2020WREE02700National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WREE02800682. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in CHO1 and CHO2 that are awaiting an appointment with a National Educational 
Psychological Service psychologist; the number that are waiting less than six months, six to 
12 months and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20269/20]

30/07/2020WREE02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).
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NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 683 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WREE03100School Funding

30/07/2020WREE03200684. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
estimated cost to restore the standard capitation rate for pupils in primary schools to €200 which 
was the rate in 2010 prior to cuts; and her views on whether this is a diminishing cost in view 
of the falling enrolments in primary schools. [20299/20]

30/07/2020WREE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The capitation grant has in-
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creased in each of the last two budgets.

I understand the need for improved capitation funding and I am pleased that budget 2020 
has been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capitation funding for primary 
schools that will apply from the start of the 2020/21 school year. This builds on the 5% increase 
in capitation announced in budget 2019.

The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration will be 
achieved. 

All schools have received the benefit of the capitation increases awarded to date.   It is my 
intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

While these increases have provided for further restoration, annual funding would need to 
be increased by a further €20m approximately to restore grants to pre-2011 levels.  This would 
cost circa €10m at Primary level and €10m at Post-Primary level based on current enrolments. 

While Primary enrolments has peaked in the 2018/19 school year those at second level are 
increasing. By 2024/25 these enrolments are expected to be in excess of 402,176 for the first 
time in the history of the State.

30/07/2020WREE03400Technological Universities

30/07/2020WREE03500685. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the costs expended to 
date by all agencies on the establishment of the Munster technological university; the estimated 
expenditure that will be needed for the remainder of 2020; if Cork Institute of Technology or 
Institute of Technology Tralee will be offering a voluntary redundancy scheme to staff; if so, 
the estimated cost of such a scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20380/20]

30/07/2020WREE03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): To date Government has al-
located €31 million in Exchequer co-funding to TU development consortia to assist them to 
advance their proposals for TU designation. The Munster Technological University (MTU) 
consortium of Cork IT and IT Tralee has received €6.3 million   of this funding. The latest 
tranche of Exchequer funding administered by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) was €2m 
which was allocated in October 2019 in respect of the development of MTU over the 2019-
2020 period. 

The HEA is currently involved in a process with all technological university consortia to 
establish likely funding requirements in the period to 2023 under the newly established €90 mil-
lion TU Transformation Fund announced on foot of the seminal TU Research Network report 
in November 2019. 

It is understood that the HEA expects to have formal finalised requests along with updated 
TU financial statements from each of the relevant consortia by the end of August 2020 and will 
consider any future funding allocations at that time. 

The recent sustainability plan for IT Tralee which was presented to my Department by the 
HEA in the context of Ministerial consideration of the consortium’s application for TU desig-
nation under the prescribed legislative process, included an option for a voluntary redundancy 
scheme which the institute is understood to be further considering. My Department has not 
received any correspondence to date from the institute in relation to this matter.  
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30/07/2020WREE03700Post-Leaving Certificate Courses

30/07/2020WREE03800686. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
post-leaving certificate students prohibited from undertaking practical exams due to Covid-19 
restrictions are to be graded under a predicted grade system; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20399/20]

30/07/2020WREE03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In response to the COVID 19 
emergency, the Further Education and Training (FET) sector has demonstrated a swift and ap-
propriate response.  In their short-term contingency planning, providers have made provision 
for the current cohort of learners engaged in their programmes and who are nearing completion 
of their awards, with adjusted teaching strategies and alternative assessments supporting learn-
ers remotely. 

However, due to the vocational and practical nature of some FET programmes, includ-
ing PLC programmes, it has not been possible to create alternative assessments for all learn-
ers which could be undertaken remotely. Education and Training Boards (ETBs), having carried 
out risk assessments in consultation with relevant awarding bodies, have therefore confirmed 
the deferral of these until safe to do so in line with government advice and protocols. Pro-
grammes leading to such awards cannot be completed without suitable practice placement and 
therefore predicted grades are not a consideration in these circumstances.

Cases also still remain for programmes where alternative assessment approaches cannot be 
created without compromising the integrity of the award standard or where access to specialist 
equipment for the learner to complete assessments is necessary.  ETB institutions have com-
municated with these learners on the individual approaches being undertaken to enable them 
progress.

30/07/2020WREE04000Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WREE04100687. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will report on the 
National Public Health Emergency Team targets for Covid-19 numbers here that will influence 
the ability of schools to remain open after August 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20400/20]

30/07/2020WREE04200688. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will report on the 
use and influence of Covid-19 antibody testing results in making the decision to reopen primary 
and secondary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20406/20]

30/07/2020WREE04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 687 and 688 together.

On Monday, 27th July, my Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our 
Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business  , and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. Public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveillance 
Centre (HPSC) does not require antibody testing for schools to reopen. 
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Reopening schools safely for all children and staff has been my number one priority since 
I became Minister. The Government has approved a package of supports to provide what is 
required for the safe reopening of schools.    

I understand how important our schools are for the whole of society, and most of all for all 
of the children who have not been at school since March. The Roadmap published on Monday 
sets out how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August. It gives clarity to 
schools on what they need to do, and gives clarity to us all on what the operation of our schools 
will look like, and how this will be sustainable, in a COVID-19 context.   

The roadmap has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), and the safety and wellbeing of the entire school com-
munity is at its core.  

In addition to the Roadmap, I published a template Covid-19 Response Plans for schools. 
These plans provides clear and practical guidance and support to schools on the safety measures 
that need to be put in place to bring everyone back to school safely.   

30/07/2020WREE04500National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WREE04600689. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in County Donegal awaiting an appointment with a National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service psychologist; the number waiting less than six months, six to 12 months and more 
than 12 months in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20431/20]

30/07/2020WREE04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
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them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 690 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WREE04900Insurance Coverage

30/07/2020WREE05000691. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of school 
insurance policies for schools, teachers and pupils in view of the current Covid-19 pandemic; 
if the policies cover the schools, teachers and pupils in the current environment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20444/20]

30/07/2020WREE05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Responsibility for procure-
ment of insurance and payment of same rests with Boards of Management and the Education 
and Training Boards (ETBs) in respect of schools operated by them.  If a particular school has 
a query in relation to insurance it should raise this directly with its insurance provider.

Boards of Management and ETBs should take a proactive approach when it comes to sourc-
ing insurance in order to ensure best value is obtained and to ensure compliance with public 
procurement procedures. 

The Schools Procurement Unit which has a national remit is available to advise and assist 
schools in relation to procurement matters.  

As part of the management of the risks there is an onus on Boards of Management and the 
Education and Training Boards (ETBs) in respect of schools operated by them to ensure, as 
appropriate, that they have put in place comprehensive insurance cover for schools. Boards are 
advised by my Department to ensure that all such insurances are effected and maintained as are 
necessary to safeguard the school, the Board and the Trustees against all public liability.   

30/07/2020WREE05200School Staff
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30/07/2020WREE05300692. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on pay 
equality for all teachers; and her plans to deliver on same. [20457/20]

30/07/2020WREE05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for 
a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the 
starting salary of a teacher is now €36,953 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education).

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.

This agreement is benefitting 16,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education 
sector. The deal provides for a series of incremental jumps for new entrants.

Minister Foley is fully aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern fol-
lowing the September 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consider-
ation. This will happen either in the context of any pay review mechanism agreed by the parties 
to the Public Service Stability Agreement, or in the context of the next round of pay talks. The 
positions of each of the parties on these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring to 
reach a mutually agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring. 

30/07/2020WREE05500Access to Higher Education

30/07/2020WREE05600693. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to provide 
third level educational opportunities for residents in direct provision; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20505/20]

30/07/2020WREE05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): An administratively based Pi-
lot Support Scheme is currently in operation in my Department which provides supports along 
similar lines to the SUSI grant scheme and is available to persons in the asylum, subsidiary 
protection or leave to remain process. 
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To qualify for the pilot scheme, prospective students have to meet a number of criteria, in-
cluding a requirement to: 

Meet the definition of a protection applicant or a person at leave to remain stage (other than 
those at the deportation order stage);

- Obtained their Leaving Certificate;

- Have been accepted on an approved Post Leaving Certificate course or an approved under-
graduate course; and

- Have attended a minimum of three academic years in the Irish school system and have 
been part of an application for protection or leave to remain for a combined period of 3 years 
prior to the 31st   of August of the first year of their course.

The three year requirement was originally set at five years. It was reduced to three years for 
the 2019 scheme which aligns it more closely with the SUSI grant scheme which has a three out 
of five year residency requirement.

79 applications were received up to and including the 2019/20 academic year and 11 have 
qualified for support. Details of the scheme which was introduced in 2015 can be accessed at 
the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Learners/Services/Pilot-Support-Scheme/Pilot-Support-
Scheme.html 

30/07/2020WREE05800Education Schemes

30/07/2020WREE05900694. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills if steps are being taken 
to roll out the sanctuary scholarship scheme across all higher education institutions; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20506/20]

30/07/2020WREE06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) are governed by the Universities Act 1997, the Institutes of Technologies Acts 1992 to 
2006 and the Technological Universities Act 2018. Within the meaning of these Acts, HEIs are 
autonomous with regard to the management of their academic affairs and as such retain the right 
to determine their own procedures and processes, including the making of recommendations 
by an Academic Council for the awarding by the institution of scholarships, bursaries, prizes or 
other awards. 

In this context my Department understands that a number of HEIs  are participating in the 
referenced scholarship scheme. The decision to participate or not  is discretionary on the part of 
autonomous HEIs and my Department does not have a role in the matter. 

30/07/2020WREE06100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WREE06200695. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports that will be 
made available in higher education institutions to comply with the two metre social distancing 
requirements in view of the latest public health advice; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20507/20]

30/07/2020WREE06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 22 July I announced a 
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substantial package of supports in the amount of €168m for further and higher education in-
stitutions and students.  Additionally I am aware that this pandemic has had a disproportionate 
effect on younger workers and those in lower paid occupations with lower level of educational 
qualifications. Accordingly, through the Government’s July Stimulus package which has also 
been announced a programme of immediate investment in upskilling, reskilling and refreshing 
of skills need to be supported throughout working lives.  This funding for higher and further 
education and training to address this situation amounts to €100m and will fund over 35,000 
additional student places in the current year.

Since the onset of Covid-19 in March, my Department, the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) and SOLAS have collaborated with key stakeholders from the sector to identify, quan-
tify and develop options to mitigate the financial impacts of Covid 19 on the sector, including 
costs associated with the safe commencement of the 2020/21 academic year in line with Public 
Health advice.

Additionally my Department recently provided specific guidance to the Further and Higher 
Education sectors about the return to on-site activity in 2020. In that guidance, higher education 
and further education facilities are advised that physical distancing of 2 metres be maintained. 
The impact of physical distancing on capacity of teaching areas is acknowledged, however, in-
stitutions are advised that this impact may be attenuated through staggered provision of classes/
lectures, a widening of opening hours and other sectoral and context-specific measures ap-
proved by government within public health guidelines.  

As the Department continues to engage with health authorities and as the public health 
advice evolves over the coming months, the guidance provided may require to be revised. 
Moreover, additional further and higher education-specific issues may be addressed which will 
require further clarification and guidance. In that context, it is anticipated that updated guidance 
will be provided to reflect the up-to-date public health advice.

The provision of additional financial support will assist the safe commencement of the 
2020/21 academic year and in order that the sector can contribute fully to economic recovery 
and to meeting priority skill needs and provide assurance and confidence to students and their 
families as well as to staff and other key stakeholder regarding the capacity and capability of 
the sector in meeting critical teaching and learning and research objectives. My Department 
will continue to engage with key stakeholders to underpin the achievement of these objectives. 

The distribution of the funding will be finalised over the coming days and weeks with key 
stakeholders.  Additionally my Department will continue to work closely with our agencies and 
key stakeholders to monitor the recovery of the sector through this pandemic. 

30/07/2020WREE06400Direct Provision System

30/07/2020WREE06500696. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to the student survey from an organisation (details supplied) on the second level 
educational plans of persons in direct provision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20508/20]

30/07/2020WREE06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The organisation referred to 
by the Deputy has stated that it is arranging a survey as it aims to collect information about the 
current level of education and future educational aspirations of people in Direct Provision and 
in the asylum process. The survey has a particular focus on access to further and higher educa-
tion.
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 In late December 2019, the former Minister for Justice and Equality appointed an Expert 
Group on the Provision of Support, including Accommodation, to Persons in the International 
Protection Process (Asylum Seekers), which is chaired by Dr. Catherine Day. 

The Programme for Government commits, inter alia, to “Publish a White Paper by the end 
of 2020, informed by the recommendations of the Expert Group” and “in the short term, act on 
interim recommendations from the Chair of the Expert Group to improve conditions for asylum 
seekers currently living in the system.” 

Officials from my Department are engaging with this expert group.

30/07/2020WREE06700Student Grant Scheme

30/07/2020WREE06800697. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the pro-
posed review of SUSI eligibility and adjacency rates as provided for in the programme for 
Government including the process; when she will carry it out; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20509/20]

30/07/2020WREE06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Govern-
ment was published last month. It creates a vision for reform and renewal that can help Ireland 
recover and thrive and sets out a vision for the transformation of our country over the next 
five years. Our higher and further education sector will play a key role in our recovery. In this 
regard, it is vital that we invest in our further and higher education sectors and we ensure that 
access to educational opportunities are available to all members of society.

The eligibility criteria for student grants are reviewed annually by my Department and ap-
proved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. All proposals made in relation to 
higher education expenditure, including student grants for the 2021/22 academic year, will be 
considered in the context of Budget 2021.  

However, I would like to re-assure the Deputy that I am conscious of the difficulties being 
experienced by students and their families as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and of the 
importance of the Student Grant Scheme and related supports, such as the Student Assistance 
Fund and the Fund for Students with Disabilities. These supports have a fundamental role in 
assisting families who are putting their children through further and higher education.

The Deputy will be aware that I recently secured a financial support package for the further 
and higher education sector which is aimed at addressed Covid-19 impacts and facilitating the 
reopening plans for the sector. The support package will provide €168m in supports including 
€28m in supports for students for IT equipment, access measures and mental health and wellbe-
ing.

30/07/2020WRFF00200Departmental Bodies

30/07/2020WRFF00300698. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide a 
list of agencies that will fall under the remit of both her Department and the newly established 
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20510/20]

30/07/2020WRFF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The eighteen non-commercial 
state agencies that were under the remit of the Department of Education and Skills, prior to the 
Taoiseach’s announcement of 27th June 2020, continue to remain under the remit of my De-
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partment pending the development of the Transfer of Functions Order. The disposition of the 
bodies between my Department and the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science is being addressed in the context of the development of the 
Transfer of Functions Order.

The eighteen bodies are;

An Chomhairle Um Oideachas Gaeltachta & Gaelscolaíochta

Caranua - Residential Institutions Statutory Fund 

Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 

Educational Research Centre 

Grangegorman Development Agency

Higher Education Authority, including the Irish Research Council

Leargas the Exchange Bureau 

National Centre for Guidance in Education 

National Council for Special Education 

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 

Quality and Qualifications Ireland 

Residential Institutions Review Board

Residential Institutions Review Committee 

SOLAS 

Skillnet Ireland

State Examinations Commission 

Teaching Council 

30/07/2020WRFF00500School Staff

30/07/2020WRFF00600699. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated num-
ber of post-primary teachers expected to retire during the first term of 2020/2021; and if this 
number has been factored into the recruitment of additional teachers within the roadmap for 
reopening schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20525/20]

30/07/2020WRFF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department administers 
the relevant pension schemes for teachers and non-teaching staff (NTS) at primary and post-
primary level. Over 1,500 retirement applications are made each year under these schemes. In 
2019, 1,504 retirement applications were administered and similar numbers are anticipated for 
2020. Forecasting retirements in the education sector is complex. The availability of options 
for teachers to retire on pension covers a very wide age spread from 50 to 70. My Department 
undertakes significant planning for retirements every year, but it is ultimately a demand-driven 
service. There are many social, economic and personal factors that influence teachers as to 
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when they retire.

Covid-19 creates a set of unique set of circumstances and challenges to the education sector, 
including an additional layer of complexity to predicting retirements. On 27 July, ‘Reopening 
Our Schools: The Roadmap for The Full Return to School’ was launched following intensive 
engagement with stakeholders from across the education sector. Critical consideration was giv-
en to staff allocation, which is reflected in the provision of an additional 1,080 teaching posts 
at post-primary level, including 120 guidance posts, at a cost of €53 million; additional fund-
ing, estimated at €84.7 million, for schools to employ replacement teaching staff, SNAs and 
administrative staff; and additional funding of €41.2 million to provide primary schools with 
substitute staff. This will provide more certainty for schools.

With regard to the planned public pay restoration of 2%, my Department will apply the 
measures, as set out by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to the retirement ap-
plications of all teachers and NTS retiring from 1 October 2020.  

30/07/2020WRFF00800Access to Higher Education

30/07/2020WRFF00900700. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of suc-
cessful candidates with HEAR and DARE status from the Irish Universities Association, IUA; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20527/20]

30/07/2020WRFF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The HEAR and DARE 
schemes are operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA) and regulated by the higher 
education institutions themselves. As such, my Department has no role in the application pro-
cess. 

Applications to the HEAR and DARE schemes are submitted to the Central Applications 
Office (CAO) who coordinate the scheme for participating institutions.  All enquiries should be 
directed to the CAO, www.cao.ie 

30/07/2020WRFF01100School Transport

30/07/2020WRFF01200701. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 603 of 14 July 2020, if the student will be granted a place on the 
school bus; if not, if a concessionary pass will be provided to them; if consideration has been 
given to the circumstances (details supplied); if the school transport criteria will be reviewed; 
if a value for money audit of the school transport system will be carried out with a view to 
achieving greater efficiency and transparency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20553/20]

30/07/2020WRFF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.
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Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the 
distance criteria (4.8km at post-primary) and are attending their nearest school as determined 
by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. Distance eligibility is 
determined by Bus Éireann by measuring the shortest traversable route from the child’s home 
to the relevant school.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and 
payment process on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application and 
payment process on time, are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children 
have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.  Where the number of 
ineligible children exceeds the number of spare seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets 
for the spare seats using an agreed selection process.   

Bus Éireann has advised that the pupil referred to by the Deputy is not attending their near-
est school/Post Primary Education Centre and is therefore not eligible for school transport un-
der the terms of the scheme. 

All school transport services are reviewed over the summer months. Arising from this, 
routes may be altered, extended or withdrawn depending on the number and location of eligible 
children who will be availing of school transport for the following school year.  

Last autumn my Department announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with a 
view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the 
scheme.  The review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they 
relate to school transport.

30/07/2020WRFF01400Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRFF01500702. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision will 
be made on the redevelopment of or new build for a school (details supplied). [20558/20]

30/07/2020WRFF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s current building programme.

My Department is currently developing the building brief for this project and will be in 
further contact with the patron shortly.

30/07/2020WRFF01700School Funding

30/07/2020WRFF01800703. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a grant 
to a school (details supplied) in County Mayo has been withdrawn in view of the urgent need 
for the grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20600/20]

30/07/2020WRFF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I have seen at first hand the 
very important work done by school secretaries, and indeed by the other support staff in the 
running of our schools.  

In recognition of this, I have put special arrangements in place for the coming school year 
whereby schools will be funded to employ a replacement secretary or caretaker in the event that 
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staff who are at very high risk of contracting serious illness from COVID-19 cannot work from 
the school premises.  

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools receive assistance to provide for 
secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under the capitation grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school.

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers in an independent arbitration 
process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 10% between 2016 
and 2019 for staff and a minimum hourly pay rate of €13.  

Following the arbitration process, grant funding used by schools to fund the salaries of an-
cillary staff was improved by €24 from 2016 to 2020 in order to enable schools, including the 
school referred to by the Deputy, to implement the arbitration outcome.  In order to give effect 
to the Arbitration Agreement a facility was made available for Schools to make an application 
for additional funding where they had insufficient funds to pay the minimum hourly rate in ac-
cordance with the ancillary funding circulars. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.   

A survey of Secretaries and Caretakers undertaken in 2019 identified some schools that 
are non-compliant with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department 
has contacted these schools to remind them of their obligations under the agreement, as imple-
mented through various circulars. The links below will bring you to the most recent circulars in 
respect of the pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf

In May last year FÓRSA trade union tabled a follow-on claim from the 2015 pay agreement.  
Officials from my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and School 
Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the Workplace Rela-
tions Commission.  

30/07/2020WRFF02000National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRFF02100704. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of children 
in County Kerry awaiting an appointment with  a National Educational Psychological Service 
psychologist; the number waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20602/20]

30/07/2020WRFF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
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my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

30/07/2020WRFF02300Departmental Staff
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30/07/2020WRFF02400705. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working 
in her Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and respon-
sibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20617/20]

30/07/2020WRFF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues Guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are cur-
rently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned Guidelines, although 
the appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Ad-
visers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government and no civil servants 
have been seconded as Special Advisers to my private office. 

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have to date assigned one person to work with 
me as Special Adviser on policy matters and I will be nominating that person to be formally 
appointed by the Government in due course.   

30/07/2020WRFF02600National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRFF02700706. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in counties Meath and Westmeath by county who are awaiting an appointment with 
a National Educational Psychological Service psychologist; the number who are waiting less 
than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20703/20]

30/07/2020WRFF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.
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The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 707 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRFF03000Special Educational Needs Staff

30/07/2020WRFF03100708. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the service of 
take out teachers for schools will be continued for pupils with learning difficulties when schools 
reopen following Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20715/20]

30/07/2020WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): My Department has now published its roadmap to the Full Reopening of schools ‘CO-
VID-19 Response Plan for the safe and sustainable reopening of Primary and Special Schools.’

This roadmap sets outs how schools will reopen for all students, including students with 
special educational needs, from the end of August

It provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made available to schools 
to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.

The roadmap also notes that the Department is also making additional provision for special 
schools and special classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and 
classes will face dealing with children with complex medical and care needs. 

Full details of the supports for the reopening of schools is available at https://www.gov.ie/
en/publication/b264b-roadmap-for-the-full-return-to-school/. 

 The Roadmap provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made avail-
able to schools to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.
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 These supports include:

- An enhanced Minor Works Grant to support full implementation of COVID-19 response 
plans

- Employing an aide to help with the school re-opening logistics;

- Additional financial supports to provide for additional cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE 
costs under the COVID-19 response plans.

- Increased management support to primary schools;

- Extending the current pilot supply panel for substitute teachers on a nationwide basis; at 
primary school level

- 1,080 additional teaching posts at post primary school level including 120 guidance posts;

- Enhanced supervision supports for post primary schools

All of these measures will support the return of children with special educational needs to 
schools in August.

The guidance also provides details of the measures to be implemented in schools to mini-
mise the risk of introduction of infection through:

- Regular and good hand hygiene;

- Good respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette;

- Enhanced cleaning regimes; and

- Maintaining physical distancing in the classroom and within schools.

DES Circulars 0013 and 0014 2017 in relation to the allocation of special education teach-
er resources notes that additional teaching support can be provided in a variety of ways. The 
special education teacher might work in the classroom with the class teacher or withdraw pupils 
in small groups and/or individually for a period of time (depending upon the nature of pupils 
needs) for intensive teaching of key skills.

The range of teaching supports should include team-teaching, small group teaching and, 
where necessary, individualised teaching to address specific learning needs.  

The guidance on school reopening notes that each school setting is different in terms of (i) 
location; (ii) physical layout (iii) available space within the school; and (iv) student numbers, 
schools themselves are best placed to decide on the appropriate reconfigurations / operational 
changes necessary to maintain physical distancing. 

The guidance also notes that staff members who move from class bubble to class bubble 
should be limited as much as possible.

Schools will have discretion to manage and distribute their teaching support resources in 
order to best meet the learning needs of their pupils/students, in accordance with the guidance 
provided.

30/07/2020WRFF03300Mental Health Services
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30/07/2020WRFF03400709. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a service will 
be enabled for mental health awareness when schools reopen; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20716/20]

30/07/2020WRFF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The wellbeing and mental 
health of our school communities is a fundamental element of the Department’s overall plan 
to ensure a successful return to school as we continue to manage the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is 
crucial that we support the wellbeing of our students and school management and staff in order 
to support successful re-engagement with teaching and learning.  

The Deputy will be aware that this week I, in conjunction with An Taoiseach and my col-
league Josepha Madigan, announced a comprehensive roadmap for the return to school in Sep-
tember. This announcement included a comprehensive set of guidance, instruction and resourc-
ing to be put at the disposal of school authorities to enable them to undertake this significant 
task.  The issue of mental health and the support of school communities is to the fore in both 
this guidance and in relation to additional resources being provided as part of the €375m pack-
age agreed.

In this connection my Department has prepared a document ‘Supporting the Wellbeing of 
School Communities as Schools Reopen’ to inform school authorities on the tiered approach 
to maintaining and supporting the wellbeing of both pupils and school staff following the CO-
VID-19 closure. 

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) of my Department is leading on 
supporting the wellbeing of schools communities. The response to support the wellbeing of all 
within school communities on the return to school requires a structured, psychosocial response 
which is compassionate and largely preventative and proactive.  This requires a whole-school 
team approach to planning in order to ensure that staff, students and parents feel safe and se-
cure.  This response will be aligned with the HSE guidance on such responses, and based on the 
five key principles of promoting a sense of safety, calm, connectedness, self- and community-
efficacy and hope.  My Department will work in partnership with the Department of Health and 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to ensure that the wellbeing needs of all members 
of the school community are met.

The foundation for the provision of a continuum of support in schools is the provision 
of support for school staff wellbeing, and guidance to help school staff to feel confident and 
equipped to support the wellbeing of their students. The Department has worked closely with 
its broad range of support services and agencies and with the HSE/HSE-funded services and 
the Tusla Education Support Service to create an aligned and coherent package of supports and 
resources to assist schools in this regard. Supports will include a comprehensive communica-
tions campaign, delivering universal messages of safety and wellbeing to a Webpage (gov.ie/
backtoschool) with access to all information relating to the reopening of schools, including 
information about wellbeing, with links to specific resources, guidance and support. Wellbeing 
Webinars for schools will be provided to school staff as schools reopen and Wellbeing Toolkits 
for Teachers with a range of easily downloadable, user-friendly materials will be provided.

Enhanced services for wellbeing will be provided by the National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service (NEPS). I was pleased to announce that an additional 17 NEPS psychologists will 
be appointed to strengthen this support. 

Access to a range of support/resources and professional learning opportunities from my 
Department’s Teacher Education Support Services, the National Council for Special Educa-
tion Support Service (NCSE SS), the HSE’s Health Promotion Team and the Tusla Education 
Support Service (TESS) will also be provided.  Furthermore, approximately 120 posts will be 



30 July 2020

371

provided for guidance to support student wellbeing recognising the particular importance for 
this support in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic challenges

My Department has linked with the Department of Health and the HSE to ensure that their 
services are accessible and available to school communities at this time.  The following services 
provided by the HSE are available to students if needed, and appropriate, at this time:

- e-mental health services, including on-line counselling, provided by the HSE/HSE-funded 
service providers including spunout.ie, Jigsaw, MyMind, Childline and Turn2Me.  Links to 
these e-mental health providers are found on the gov.ie/backtoschool and the gov.ie/leavingcert 
webpages, as well as on the Department’s website.

- Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

  Question No. 710 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRFF03700School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRFF03800711. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has been in 
recent contact with a group (details supplied); her views on whether moving the school to 
Citywest is inappropriate in view of the high proportion of students with special needs; if her 
attention has been drawn to the major disruption this will have on parents’ and children’s lives; 
if specific consideration has been given to cancelling or postponing the move; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20729/20]

30/07/2020WRFF03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to confirm for the 
Deputy that my Department this afternoon received confirmation from Gaelscoil na Guise and 
An Foras Patrunactha that the Gaelscoil are willing to accommodate Firhouse Educate Together 
Secondary School in their building for the coming school year. This follows a period of commu-
nication back and forth between the Department and an Foras and the Gaelscoil and is warmly 
welcomed by my Department.

30/07/2020WRFF04000Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRFF04100712. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills when building 
works for a new school building at a school (details supplied) will commence; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20734/20]

30/07/2020WRFF04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) 
- Detailed Design which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of 
tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Design Team is currently working on the completion of the Stage 2(b) report which will 
be submitted through the Board of Management to the Department for review.  

In finalising the tender documentation the Design Team is completing work to ensure the 
building will be a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment 
to Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the current Building Regulations.  The Depart-
ment has been providing advice and guidance to the Design Team to assist in this.  As soon as 
the design is NZEB compliant the Design Team will complete and submit the Stage 2(b) report. 



Questions - Written Answers

372

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report the Department will revert to the Board of 
Management with regard to the further progression of the project.

30/07/2020WRFF04300Pupil-Teacher Ratio

30/07/2020WRFF04400713. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average, 
median, lowest and largest classroom size by county in each of the past five years for primary 
and secondary schools, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20742/20]

30/07/2020WRFF04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached requested 
information for Primary Schools for the years 2015-2019 inclusive.

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and were collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below;

 https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/primary/.

In post-primary schools pupil enrolments vary by subject and so the concept of average 
class size does not apply. Furthermore enrolments of pupils per subject is available at a school 
level only so average class size per subject is not available. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq713-30-7-2020_en.xlsx  “>Classroom Size</a>]

30/07/2020WRFF04600School Transport

30/07/2020WRFF04700714. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
criteria which applies when assessing a child’s eligibility for school bus transport; the way 
in which the criteria has changed since 1995; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20743/20]

30/07/2020WRFF04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/2020 year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special 
educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.

Children are eligible for transport where they meet the requisite distance criteria (3.2km at 
primary and 4.8km at post-primary) and are attending their nearest school/education centre as 
determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. 

Changes to the school transport scheme (primary and post primary) were announced in 
Budget 2011, derived from recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the School 
Transport Scheme. The changes encompassed a number of elements such as national applica-
tion of the distance rule of 3.2 kilometres at primary level, the cessation of the Closed/Central 
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School Rule at primary level, the cessation of catchment boundary area to determine eligibility 
at post primary level, the increase from seven to 10 eligible pupils residing in a distinct locality 
to retain or establish a school transport service and the introduction of charges at primary level.

30/07/2020WRFF04900School Transport

30/07/2020WRFF05000715. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children carried on public school bus transport in each year since 1995 by county; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20744/20]

30/07/2020WRFF05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.   

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  We will contact the 
Deputy directly with the requested information once it is available to us. 

30/07/2020WRFF05200Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRFF05300716. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the payments for 
services or goods by her Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20774/20]

30/07/2020WRFF05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I refer to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 20774/20 in which you asked me to provide details of payments made to a company 
named Sodexo Ireland.

Two payments have been made to this company since 2015 by the Department Of Educa-
tion, the details of which are below:

Payment Date Good/Service Provided Amount Paid
09/03/2020 Catering  49.03 
12/02/2018 Catering 312.68 

30/07/2020WRFF05500National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRFF05600717. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in CHO1 and CHO2 who are awaiting an appointment with a NEPS psychologist; the 
number waiting less than six, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20790/20]

30/07/2020WRFF05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
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event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service. My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 718 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRFF05900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRFF06000719. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if personal 
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protective equipment, PPE, will be provided for staff; and if a special needs assistant, SNA, or 
staff member has grounds to refuse to stay in the building if certain PPE is not available on a 
particular day due to delivery delay or a funding issue. [20811/20]

30/07/2020WRFF06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department of Education 
is working to put in place a framework of suppliers to provide the necessary PPE for schools 
and other Education Sector bodies and institutions. The primary focus of this procurement is 
to allow for the full and safe reopening of all schools. This is an active procurement which is 
intended will provide for the  PPE necessary to support the reopening and will be capable of 
being scaled up and down as required to meet changes in demand. 

It is intended that the framework will be available for drawdown from early August which 
will allow schools sufficient time to secure the PPE necessary for the safe reopening of schools. 
The Department will also provide guidelines on the usage of PPE. The funding to support this 
will also be available in schools in advance of reopening so it is not anticipated that school staff 
will be unable to open due to the non-availability of PPE.  

30/07/2020WRFF06200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRFF06300720. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a special 
needs assistant, SNA, who has an underlying health condition and is advised not to return to 
school will be paid; if this leave will affect the person’s standard sick leave; if SNAs caring for 
vulnerable persons will be expected to return to work; the way in which staggered times will 
affect SNA contracts; if reassignment will be considered again if schools are not to reopen; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20812/20]

30/07/2020WRFF06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department published The 
Roadmap for The Full Return to School, on Monday along with details of a financial package of 
over €375 million to support its implementation,  The roadmap outlines a comprehensive range 
of measures  to support the full reopening of schools in time for the start of the new school year.

Circulars are currently being prepared which will outline the special arrangements to be put 
in place by employers to cater for employees during this Covid-19 period. These circulars will 
be issued following consultation with the School Management Bodies and Unions.

 As a contingency for any such reoccurrence of closures whether localised or on a bigger 
scale it is vital that schools are prepared to ensure compliance with any public health restric-
tions. In this regard my Department is updating its Continuity of Schooling Guidance docu-
ments to support schools in responding in an agile way in the event of a localised school closure.

30/07/2020WRFF06500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRFF06600721. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which special needs assistants, SNAs, will be covered by insurance if they contract Covid-19 
and are left with long-term health issues or incur death; if there will be guidelines on the number 
of cases of Covid-19 within a school to bring about a shutdown of the school; if there is a sus-
pected case, if staff and students that came into contact with the particular child or staff member 
must self-isolate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20813/20]

30/07/2020WRFF06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published 
a roadmap for the safe and sustainable re-opening of schools. It includes details of the arrange-
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ments to be put in place in schools to facilitate a safe working environment for all staff. The key 
message is to do everything possible to keep Covid -19 out and to put in place control regime to 
minimise the risk of spread if it is introduced into a school. These arrangements are supported 
by funding of €376 million and this together with the detailed guidance issued by my Depart-
ment on Monday will allow for the safe and sustainable reopening of schools.

If anyone in a school develops symptoms of Covid-19 including a member of staff or a 
student they need to self-isolate as soon as they become symptomatic and contact their GP for 
medical advice.   

The HSE will decide what constitutes a close contact and how it should be managed, includ-
ing in school settings.

Schools have been reminded that the HSE will inform any staff/parents who come into close 
contact with a diagnosed case via the contact tracing process. The HSE will contact all relevant 
persons where a diagnosis of COVID-19 is made. The instructions of the HSE should be fol-
lowed and staff and pupil confidentiality is essential at all times.

30/07/2020WRFF06800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRFF06900722. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if temperature 
checks will be implemented for staff and students; the person or body that will be responsible 
for decision making on sending students home; the position if a parent refuses to take a child 
home; if it will be made mandatory for parents to keep children at home if a member of the 
household is showing symptoms; the person responsible for staying with the suspected Co-
vid-19 case while waiting to be collected; if full PPE will be recommended in this instance; the 
person or body responsible for cleaning the room after use; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20814/20]

30/07/2020WRFF07000724. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or 
body responsible for cleaning in specialised classrooms such as home economics, woodwork, 
metalwork and others; the way in which the use of shared stationery and books will be moni-
tored if sharing is necessary due to limited supplies; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20816/20]

30/07/2020WRFF07100726. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
whichspecial needs assistants,  SNAs,  in post-primary can move from class to class and stu-
dent to student; if a panel of substitutes will be put in place for a particular area in order that no 
school is left struggling if an SNA has to self-isolate; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20818/20]

30/07/2020WRFF07200727. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional 
funding will be provided to increase the number of toilets and sinks available in schools that 
have one toilet and one sink for staff; if hot water will be provided in bathrooms for hand wash-
ing for schools without hot water; the way in which social distancing will work in staff areas, 
for example, staff room and staff toilets; if the wearing of uniforms will be suspended in view of 
the fact many children only have one and will not be able to wash it daily; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20819/20]

30/07/2020WRFF07300729. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school man-
agement will risk assess their building and put in place measures to avoid congregation such as 
at the sign-in desk, outside waiting on buses and parents congregating outside; if special needs 
assistants, SNAs, in primary schools are the adult supervising at these times; if they will be re-
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sponsible for making sure this is adhered to; if there will be visits from an inspector to inspect 
the premises before opening and from time to time to ensure measures are being adhered to; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20821/20]

30/07/2020WRFF07400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, the 27th July, my 
Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for 
the Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

This funding includes €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and hygiene 
measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools. Enhanced grants are being 
made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

 Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff. There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools. This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes. The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels. The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required. Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

 Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mi-
nimise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice. An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes. €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools. To sup-
port this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by mid-
August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
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implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap. 

The health advice for schools is that on-site temperature taking is not recommended because 
fever is not a consistent symptom of COVID-19 in children and would result in delayed school 
entry. 

My Department has developed a suite of guidance for schools dealing with the matters raised 
by the Deputy and also includes the provision of templates. One of those templates involves 
Covid-19 Response Plans and all schools are required to have one in place. The Covid-19 Re-
sponse Plan details the policies and practices necessary for a school to meet the Government’s 
‘Return to Work Safely Protocol’, the Department of Education plan for school reopening and 
to prevent the introduction and spread of Covid-19 in the school environment.    

30/07/2020WRGG00200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG00300723. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the definition 
of tidying and disinfecting in terms of the special needs assistant, SNA, role (details supplied); 
the guidelines to be put in place for specific care needs such as toileting, feeding, movement 
breaks and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20815/20]

30/07/2020WRGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.  The NCSE al-
locates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in Department Circular 
0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie  

My Department has now published The Roadmap to the Full Reopening of school.

This roadmap sets outs how schools will reopen for all students, including students with 
special educational needs, from the end of August.

It envisages what the operation of our schools will look like upon reopening and contains a 
range of guidance on the measures to be implemented in schools in order to minimise the risk 
of the introduction, or spread, of infection in schools.

The Return to Work Safely Protocol will be implemented in all schools which can best pre-
vent the introduction and spread of Covid-19 in the school environment.   

The Roadmap sets out the steps that must be taken before a workplace reopens, including 
mandatory COVID-19 induction training for all staff including SNAs.   

The Department is preparing and will disseminate a series of materials for schools to use 
in planning for reopening and in communicating with their communities in advance of schools 
reopening.  These will include:

- Induction training programmes for school staff produced by the Department – webinars on 
health and safety, returning to work safely, managing school return and wellbeing.

- Tailored training is in development for different categories of school staff: teachers, lead 
worker representatives, SNAs, cleaners etc.

- Guidance and support information on curriculum matters.
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- Distribution to schools of printed posters with age-appropriate key health messages: hand 
washing, sneeze and cough etiquette etc.  Provision to schools of digital versions of these for 
additional supply to be sourced locally if required.

- Distribution to schools of the materials for their school communities.

- Guidance for schools and ideas on communicating effectively on school reopening to their 
pupils and families.

The Roadmap provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made avail-
able to schools to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.  
These supports include:

- An enhanced Minor Works Grant to support full implementation of COVID-19 response 
plans;

- Employing an aide to help with the school re-opening logistics;

- Additional financial supports to provide for additional cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE 
costs under the COVID-19 response plans;

- Increased management support to primary schools;

- Extending the current pilot supply panel for substitute teachers on a nationwide basis; at 
primary school level;

- 1,080 additional teaching posts at post primary school level including 120 guidance posts;

- Enhanced supervision supports for post primary schools.

All of these measures will support the return of children with special educational needs 
to schools in August.

My Department is also making additional provision for special schools and special classes, 
in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and classes will face dealing with 
children with complex medical and care needs.   

The Minor Works Grant at Primary and Post Primary level include enhanced rates in respect 
of students in special classes and schools.  This will facilitate preparatory works to be com-
pleted in schools to facilitate reopening such as refurbishment of toilets and reconfiguration of 
school spaces.   

The additional per capita funding being provided for pupils in special schools and special 
classes recognises the additional needs that these pupils have and the additional measures that 
schools may be required to take to support them.   

The Department is also supporting the replacement of all absences of SNAs in school set-
tings.   

Enhanced COVID-19 rates are payable in respect of students attending special schools and 
special classes attached to mainstream schools to assist with the extra costs associated with the 
cleaning of classrooms with a small number of students, operating specialist provision.   

The COVID-19 capitation grant will also be the mechanism through which additional fund-
ing will be provided to cater for costs related to hand hygiene measures and PPE requirements 
under the COVID-19 Response Plan.  Additional provision for this purpose will be confirmed 
with the establishment of the drawdown framework of suppliers.   
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It is also recognised that pupils with SEN will require particular support at the time of transi-
tion back to school including supporting their well-being, reducing potential anxiety and plan-
ning learning experiences that take account of the effect of school closures on their progress.   

Schools will have discretion to manage and redistribute their teaching support resources in 
order to best meet the learning needs of their pupils/students, including pupils/students at “very 
high risk” to COVID-19.   

The return to school package includes enhanced allocations to support staff and children, 
including those in a special educational needs environment, to be able to return safely for the 
forthcoming school year.

  Question No. 724 answered with Question No. 722.

30/07/2020WRGG00600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG00700725. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school trans-
port will still be supplied for special needs assistants, SNAs, who act as bus escorts; the way in 
which they will be provided for in terms of social distancing and if they contract Covid-19 on 
school transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20817/20]

30/07/2020WRGG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 
2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special edu-
cational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.

Earlier this week I announced a comprehensive plan detailing a package of measures and 
resources to be provided to facilitate schools in re-opening.  I also published a detailed roadmap 
for the full return to school.  This roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students 
from the end of August.  It has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and 
follows comprehensive and intensive engagement with all relevant stakeholders including Bus 
Éireann, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Transport Author-
ity on the logistical considerations that arise in planning for the operation of school transport 
services for the reopening of our schools. 

School Transport Scheme services operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department 
will fully operate as normal, in line with public health advice, when schools re-open for the 
2020/2021 school year with the appropriate hygiene and other measures in place.   

Observing hygiene requirements will be a key priority and we will issue clear communica-
tions to all parents and students using school transport services to set out the requirements for 
those travelling on services. 

In addition, Bus Éireann, in consultation with my Department, will provide information 
and guidance for their own employees and to contractors contracted to operate on the School 
Transport Scheme on the operation of services within the parameters of the public health advice 
and the return to work safely protocols.  My Department will provide the appropriate level of 
funding for PPE, sanitization materials and the additional cleaning regime required for school 
transport vehicles.
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  Questions Nos. 726 and 727 answered with Question No. 722.

30/07/2020WRGG01100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG01200728. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if blended 
learning and remote learning will become part of the new normal going forward; her views on 
whether special needs assistants, SNAs, should be compensated financially towards the cost of 
Internet, wear and tear on devices, printer, paper and ink, postage costs, heating, electricity and 
sundries; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [20820/20]

30/07/2020WRGG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In accordance with Govern-
ment policy it is my Department’s position that all schools will re-open for all pupils at the 
commencement of the upcoming school year.

Information on arrangements relating to remotely working from home (eWorking) are avail-
able on www.revenue.ie.

  Question No. 729 answered with Question No. 722.

30/07/2020WRGG01500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG01600730. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
that will be in place to address the limitations of visually impaired students regarding social 
distancing (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20822/20]

30/07/2020WRGG01700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): My Department has now published its roadmap to the Full Reopening of schools, “CO-
VID-19 Response Plan for the safe and sustainable reopening of Primary and Special Schools”.

This roadmap sets outs how schools will reopen for all students, including students with 
special educational needs, from the end of August.

It provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made available to schools 
to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.

The roadmap also notes that the Department is also making additional provision for special 
schools and special classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and 
classes will face dealing with children with complex medical and care needs. 

Full details of the supports for the reopening of schools is available at https://www.gov.ie/
en/publication/b264b-roadmap-for-the-full-return-to-school/   

 The Roadmap provides details of a range of Additional Supports which will be made avail-
able to schools to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.  
These supports include:

- An enhanced Minor Works Grant to support full implementation of COVID-19 response 
plans;

- Employing an aide to help with the school re-opening logistics;

- Additional financial supports to provide for additional cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE 
costs under the COVID-19 response plans;
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- Increased management support to primary schools;

- Extending the current pilot supply panel for substitute teachers on a nationwide basis; at 
primary school level;

- 1,080 additional teaching posts at post primary school level including 120 guidance posts;

- Enhanced supervision supports for post primary schools.

All of these measures will support the return of children with special educational needs to 
schools in August.

However, the Department is also making additional provision for special schools and spe-
cial classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and classes will face 
dealing with children with complex medical and care needs. 

Additional NEPS psychologists will be appointed to provide enhanced services to support 
the wellbeing of our school communities at this time, with a particular emphasis on the wellbe-
ing of our special school communities.

Special schools will receive funding equivalent to 10 days, for the purposes of employing 
an aide to assist with the logistics for preparing for reopening. 

The Minor Works Grant at Primary and Post Primary level include enhanced rates in respect 
of students in special classes and schools.  This will facilitate preparatory works to be com-
pleted in schools to facilitate reopening such as refurbishment of toilets and reconfiguration of 
school spaces.

The additional per capita funding being provided for pupils in special schools and special 
classes recognises the additional needs that these pupils have and the additional measures that 
schools may be required to take to support them.

Special schools and schools with special classes where there is a teaching principal will re-
ceive one release day per week.  Those schools with admin Deputy Principals will be provided 
with 16 release days.

The Department is also supporting the replacement of all absences of SNAs in school set-
tings. 

 Enhanced COVID-19 rates are payable in respect of students attending special schools and 
special classes attached to mainstream schools to assist with the extra costs associated with the 
cleaning of classrooms with a small number of students, operating specialist provision.

The COVID-19 capitation grant will also be the mechanism through which additional fund-
ing will be provided to cater for costs related to hand hygiene measures and PPE requirements 
under the COVID-19 Response Plan.  Additional provision for this purpose will be confirmed 
with the establishment of the drawdown framework of suppliers

For the Special Education Transport Service, funding supports will be made available to 
schools for the provision of masks or visors to School Bus Escorts where required, bearing in 
mind the SEN needs of the child/children on the service, and where physical distancing cannot 
be maintained. 

It is also recognised that pupils with SEN will require particular support at the time of transi-
tion back to school including supporting their well-being, reducing potential anxiety and plan-
ning learning experiences that take account of the effect of school closures on their progress. 
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Approximately 15,000 pupils with SEN will have availed of the Department supported sum-
mer provision and all records of progress for these children, whether the programmes were 
delivered in school or home settings will be available to their schools to support planning for 
their needs in the new term. 

Finally it is recognised that some children who have complex medical or special educational 
needs may not be able to return to school at the end of August because the relevant public health 
guidelines indicate they are at “very high risk”. 

These students’ schools will provide additional supports for these students through desig-
nated teachers from within the staffing resources of the school

Schools will have discretion to manage and redistribute their teaching support resources in 
order to best meet the learning needs of their pupils/students, including pupils/students at “very 
high risk” to COVID-19.

During the period of school closures the Department provided schools in the primary and 
special school sector and at post-primary level with a series of “Continuity of Schooling Guid-
ance” documents to help education professionals and parents to support children learning in 
a remote environment.  The events surrounding COVID-19 and the public health restrictions 
which resulted in the emergency closure of schools to learners has highlighted the absolute ne-
cessity for schools to be agile in how they can provide for continuity of teaching and learning 
in the future. 

The continuity of teaching and learning during the emergency period was achieved with 
significant additional effort from all school staff working remotely to ensure students were sup-
ported during this time.  Most schools put in place arrangements to communicate with students 
and parents demonstrating innovation and resilience by providing flexible local responses.

The Department is updating its Continuity of Schooling Guidance documents to support 
schools in responding in an agile way in the event of localised school closure or to continue to 
support pupils with medical or special educational needs who cannot attend school.

Guidance will also provide for additional strategies to support children with ASD where it is 
likely that the impact of school closures will have been significant so that learning experiences, 
routines and sensory needs should be carefully planned.

The return to school package includes enhanced allocations to support children, including 
children with special educational needs such as visual impairment, to be able to return safely 
for the forthcoming school year.

Many children with visual impairment receive additional care support from Special Needs 
Assistants (SNAs) in schools, who provide support for mobility and orientation needs in school.  
Pupils with visual impairment will continue to be supported by SNAs on school reopening 
and taking into account the context of any revised arrangements put in place by schools to sup-
port social distancing measures.

Many pupils with visual impairment also attend special classes or special schools, which 
have significantly lower pupil teacher ratios, and which therefore have greater capacity to sup-
port social distancing. 

Details of the manner in which schools are recommended to provide for social distancing 
measures are set out in roadmap to the Full Reopening of schools.
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30/07/2020WRGG01800Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRGG01900731. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline and 
deadline for the completion of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20831/20]

30/07/2020WRGG02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that the project to which he refers has been devolved to Cork Education and Training Board 
(CETB) for delivery.  Officials in my Department have engaged with CETB to ensure that the 
project is completed as quickly as possible while also ensuring that the quality and integrity of 
the building is fully protected.  It is expected that the project will be complete by the end of this 
calendar year.

30/07/2020WRGG02100Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRGG02200732. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of new 
schools (details supplied) in County Cork. [20835/20]

30/07/2020WRGG02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.  

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that planning permission has been secured for the project 
and the Departments Project Management team are currently working on the preparation of the 
tender documents for the tender and appointment of a Contractor. 

The Department and its PM team are also engaging with a third party contractor regarding 
the road network which will have to be constructed by that party in parallel with the schools 
building project and both parties will jointly be engaging further with Cork County Council 
regarding a joint construction programme as is required under the conditions of the grant of 
planning permission.

30/07/2020WRGG02400Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG02500733. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or body 
in a school setting responsible for the management of and adherence with National Public 
Health Emergency Team, NPHET, advice.  [20852/20]

30/07/2020WRGG02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27th July, my 
Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for 
the Full Return to School”.  

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department has developed a suite of guidance for schools including the provision of 
templates to assist school authorities to prepare their school for a full reopening in late August.  
One of those templates involves Covid-19 Response Plans and all schools are required to have 
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one in place.  The Covid-19 Response Plan details the policies and practices necessary for a 
school to meet the Government’s ‘Return to Work Safely Protocol’, the Department of Educa-
tion plan for school reopening and to prevent the introduction and spread of Covid-19 in the 
school environment.  

The response plan also provides for the appointment of a Lead Worker Representative 
(LWR) in each school as required by the return to work safely protocol.  The LWR will work in 
collaboration with the school authorities to assist in the implementation of measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID -19 and monitor adherence to those measures and to be involved in com-
municating the health advice around COVID-19 in the school.

30/07/2020WRGG02700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG02800734. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools will be 
provided with additional financial resources to source the necessary hand sanitiser, deep clean-
ing of their buildings and personal protective equipment, PPE, equipment locally.  [20853/20]

30/07/2020WRGG02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On Monday, 27th July, my 
Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for 
the Full Return to School”.  

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

This funding includes €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and hygiene 
measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools.  Enhanced grants are being 
made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

 Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff.  There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
tion in primary schools.  This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes.  The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels.  The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required.  Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

 Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mini-
mise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice.  An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes.  €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 
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I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools.  To 
support this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by 
mid-August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils.

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

30/07/2020WRGG03000Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG03100735. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the necessary 
hand sanitiser, deep cleaning of their buildings and personal protective equipment, PPE, equip-
ment for schools will be sourced centrally.  [20854/20]

30/07/2020WRGG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 14th June the Department 
published a Request for Information (RFI) to identify PPE, Consumables and Equipment Sup-
pliers to support the Education Sector.  This procurement has been managed as a negotiated 
procedure under Article 32 for the 2016 Procurement Regulations in order to secure supplies in 
time to reopen the Sectors schools and institutions.   

The process has identified a number of suppliers that are capable of providing the full suite 
of core products required by the return to school roadmap and this is considered the most fa-
vourable solution to meet the aggregated needs of the number and geographic spread of Educa-
tional Institutions – including schools - right across the State.   

The Government has just published the Roadmap for the Full Return to School which out-
lines how schools will reopen from the end of August.  It also outlines how schools will be able 
to access their PPE requirements from suppliers (under the Education Sector supply agreement) 
from early August in advance of reopening.  Further guidance will issue to the Sector once the 
procurement process is complete.

30/07/2020WRGG03300National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRGG03400736. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children in County Clare awaiting an appointment with a National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service, NEPS, psychologist; the number waiting less than six months, six to 12 months 
and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [20892/20]

30/07/2020WRGG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools.  This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus 
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is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring.  Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs.  This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support.  Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e.  Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service.  My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 737 answered with Question No. 656.

  Question No. 738 answered with Question No. 645.

30/07/2020WRGG03800School Funding

30/07/2020WRGG03900739. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details 
of the funding of equipment for students (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20961/20]

30/07/2020WRGG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On 22 July I announced a 
substantial package of supports for third level institutions and students to mitigate the impacts 
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of Covid-19.  

This package includes an allocation of €15million to assist disadvantaged Further and High-
er Education students and learners that otherwise would experience difficulties in participating 
fully in their chosen programme.

The distribution of the funds and the principles and eligibility criteria governing the ad-
ditional supports for students in relation to access to devices is being finalised in consultation 
with key stakeholders.

30/07/2020WRGG04100National Educational Psychological Service

30/07/2020WRGG04200740. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children in County Kildare who are awaiting an appointment with a National Educational Psy-
chological Service, NEPS, psychologist; the number who are waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [21008/20]

30/07/2020WRGG04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools.  This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service.  The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring.  Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils.  NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process.  Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually.  It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs.  This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support.  Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
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NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e.  Some 199 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000.

Indeed the Deputy may be aware that I was pleased to announce this week the provision of 
an additional 17 NEPS psychologist posts as part of my Department’s package to assist schools 
in the task of reopening in the coming school year.  The filling of these and the remaining posts 
referred to above is being actively pursued by my Department in conjunction with the Public 
Appointments Service.  My Department is and remains committed to the maintenance of a ro-
bust and effective educational psychological service.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

  Question No. 741 answered with Question No. 656.

30/07/2020WRGG04500Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRGG04600742. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her Department has 
carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented by 
same; if so, if she will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of 
advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; the cost of consul-
tancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [21026/20]

30/07/2020WRGG04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department’s costs in 
relation to communications strategy initiatives in 2019 and to date in 2020 are set out in the 
following table.

Year Campaign Cost (€)
2020 School Reopening – Radio, Print and 

Internet advertising
€119,202.94

2020 Leaving Cert Calculated Grades 
advertising (July) – Print, Radio and   
Internet advertising 

€94,342.53

2020 Leaving Cert Calculated Grades 
awareness campaign in May – inter-
net,   radio, print and social media 
advertising 

€100,735.90

2020 Teaching Transforms advertising 
campaign which aims to help address   
the shortage of teachers in specific 
subjects and the increasing need for   
more qualified graduates.

€129,568.58

2019 Teaching Transforms advertising 
campaign which aims to help address   
the shortage of teachers in specific 
subjects and the increasing need for   
more qualified graduates.

€117,699.96
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Year Campaign Cost (€)
2019 STEM Awareness Campaign in con-

junction with Science Foundation Ire-
land   to raise awareness of STEM.  In 
this   regard “This is STEM” a video 
based campaign featuring eight role 
models from   industry and academia, 
capturing how a STEM career is not a 
typical day job   has been developed 
by SFI.                

€73,000

2019 Facebook promotional posts in rela-
tion to the post-primary schools   pa-
tronage process          

€70.00

Total  €704,549.91

30/07/2020WRGG04800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGG04900743. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she is satisfied that adequate plans are in place to ensure that all schools, primary 
and post-primary, throughout northern areas of County Kildare are adequately equipped and 
prepared for reopening in September 2020; the extent to which the necessary number of teach-
ers, assistants and special needs assistants are being made available; if adequate adaptation of 
buildings to meet social distancing requirements has been or is being provided; if emergency 
buildings are in place or are to be put in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21038/20]

30/07/2020WRGG05000748. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any schools 
at which the extension of facilities and teachers is deemed necessary are proceeding as antici-
pated; those not included; a revised timeline, if applicable; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [21043/20]

30/07/2020WRGG05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 743 and 748 together.

On Monday, 27 July, my Department published the report to Government “Reopening Our 
Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School”.

This Roadmap set outs how schools will reopen for all students from the end of August and 
what the operation of our schools will look like and be sustainable in a COVID-19 context.  It 
has been developed in line with public health advice issued by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre (HPSC), the Roadmap for Society and Business, and follows comprehensive and 
intensive engagement with education stakeholders including the school management bodies 
and staff representatives. 

My Department is also providing capital and current funding of an additional €377 million 
to support the safe and sustainable reopening of schools under the Roadmap. 

This funding includes €52 million for schools to put in place enhanced cleaning and hygiene 
measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools.  Enhanced grants are being 
made available for cleaning to schools with special classes and special schools.

Funding of approx. €84.7 million so that schools can employ replacement teaching staff, 
SNA and administrative staff.  There will be additional funding of €41.2 million, for substitu-
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tion in primary schools.  This will provide more certainty on the availability of substitutes for 
primary schools and cover substitutions that are not covered by existing schemes.  The Supply 
Panel Scheme will be expanded nationwide and I am allocating 200 posts to provide substitute 
cover through these panels.  The purpose of supply panels is to support schools to manage the 
sick leave and other absences by having a supply of teachers to meet substitution needs when 
required.  Schools will continue to be able to access substitute teachers through the normal pro-
cess, particularly if they are not connected to a supply panel.

Other funding measures for primary schools include release days for teaching principals 
which equates to one release day per week and release time for deputy principals in primary 
schools with an admin principal.  

There is also funding of €40m for enhanced supervision for post primary schools to mini-
mise the interaction of students from different classes, in line with public health advice.  An 
additional 1,080 teaching posts at post-primary level at a cost of €53 million will be provided to 
support the important work of teaching and learning and provide additional teachers needed to 
support teacher substitution, management of physical distancing requirements by reallocating 
class timetables in schools to smaller groups class sizes where necessary.  

Funding of €4.2 million will also be made available to enable schools to employ an aide 
to assist with implementing logistical changes.  €3.8m is being made available to ensure that 
schools have lead worker representatives, whose role is to support the school to limit the risk 
of COVID-19 infections. 

I also recognise that the full implementation of the COVID-19 Response Plans for Schools, 
and the Public Health Advice, may require some reconfiguration works within schools.  To 
support this work, a once off enhanced minor works grant will paid to all primary schools by 
mid-August.  There is a one off €75 million capital allocation to support schools to prepare their 
buildings and classrooms for reopening including an uplift for schools with SEN pupils. 

In providing funding to schools in this way, schools will have the necessary flexibility to 
implement necessary physical measures in their school quickly in compliance with the Public 
Health Advice and the Roadmap.

  Question No. 744 answered with Question No. 672.

30/07/2020WRGG05300Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRGG05400745. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of school building projects at primary school level throughout northern areas of County Kildare 
in hand or at planning stage that are likely to continue uninterrupted with a view to meeting 
anticipated opening dates; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21040/20]

30/07/2020WRGG05500747. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the primary 
and second level school development and-or replacement projects that are in progress at all pri-
mary and second level schools in Naas, County Kildare; the extent to which original timelines 
are likely to be met; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [21042/20]

30/07/2020WRGG05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 745 and 747 together.

My Department’s website shows the current position on all school projects on the Capital 
Programme. 
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These are listed on a county basis and show the school project status and the stage that each 
project is at.  Each individual project is subject to its own particular circumstances and the time-
line for delivery of each project can vary depending on those circumstances.

There is also a listing of the schools that have had large-scale projects completed from 2010 
to date.

The information is available at www.education.ie and is updated regularly.

30/07/2020WRGG05700School Accommodation

30/07/2020WRGG05800746. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the provision of the extra required accommodation at a school (details supplied); when the 
project will proceed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21041/20]

30/07/2020WRGG05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school to which he refers has been given approval for a project to be delivered under 
my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme 2018.  This project will provide for 5 
Mainstream Classrooms with standard WCs, 4 Mainstream Classrooms with standard WCs 
(Prefab Replacement), 1 WC for assisted users, 2 Science Labs with 1 Prep Area and 1 Art & 
Crafts Room.

My Department has also approved three temporary prefabs for this school from September.  
This project was approved to go to tender in order to be ready to go on site when planning was 
approved.  The school recently informed my Department that they expect a decision in respect 
of its planning application to be notified to it on the 12th August next.

Both projects have been devolved for delivery to the school authority.  It is now a matter for 
the Board of Management to advance them in that context.

  Question No. 747 answered with Question No. 745.

  Question No. 748 answered with Question No. 743.

30/07/2020WRHH00300School Transport

30/07/2020WRHH00400749. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which school transport issues throughout northern areas of County Kildare have been resolved 
or are likely to be resolved in the near future with particular reference to those in respect of 
which difficulties arose in the last school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21044/20]

30/07/2020WRHH00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  The 
purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, 
to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest 
school. 

In the 2019/2020 year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special 
educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.
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Children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application and 
payment process on time will be accommodated on school transport services where such ser-
vices are in operation.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application and 
payment process on time, will be considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children 
have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.   

All school transport services are reviewed over the summer months.  Arising from this, 
routes may be altered, extended or withdrawn depending on the number and location of eligible 
children who will be availing of school transport for the following school year.

Last autumn my Department announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with a 
view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the 
scheme.  The review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they 
relate to school transport.

30/07/2020WRHH00600Schools Building Projects

30/07/2020WRHH00700750. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which she expects to meet the necessary school building adaptation requirements as arising 
from Covid-19 in all schools throughout the country in time for reopening in September 2020; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21045/20]

30/07/2020WRHH00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, 
last Monday I announced The Roadmap for The Full Return to School, along with funding of 
over €370 million to support primary and post primary schools as they prepare for reopening.

It is recognised that a school in preparing for full reopening, may require some reconfigura-
tion works to ensure that all available space in the school is availed of, including class space, to 
safely maximising physical distancing.

The type of adaption works may include, but are not limited to, reconfiguration of classroom 
space, re-purposing rooms to provide additional space, adapting storage facilities, purchasing 
furniture, altering desk layouts, adapting toilet areas.  As each school setting is different, a ‘one 
size fits all approach’ is not appropriate, individual schools are best placed to decide on the ap-
propriate re-configuration works for their school. 

By providing funding to schools through a Minor Works Grant, schools will have necessary 
flexibility to implement these kind of reconfiguration measures in their school quickly.

30/07/2020WRHH00900Pupil-Teacher Ratio

30/07/2020WRHH01000751. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which she expects class sizes and pupil teacher ratios to be affected by Covid-19 provisions in 
both primary and post-primary schools throughout the country; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [21046/20]

30/07/2020WRHH01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I was pleased to publish the 
report to Government “Reopening Our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School” 
and announce a funding package of more than €370 million for primary and post primary 
schools to supports its implementation. 
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As part of the package of supports, additional teachers are being provided to support the 
reopening of primary schools in order to provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need 
to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  Supply panels are being established nationwide.  These 
will be monitored in terms of the number of teachers and the location of each panel.

Primary schools are currently provided with class teachers on the basis of one teacher for 
every 26 pupils which is at its historically lowest level.  My Department will work with schools 
on the options available to implement the public health advice in respect of physical distancing 
in schools.  In terms of operating in this school year, schools will be required to look at maxi-
mising all available physical space particularly to accommodate larger classes.  Examples of 
class layouts have been provided to support schools.  The minor works grant has been provided 
to assist schools if they need to reconfigure classroom or undertake other work.  Schools will 
also be required to look at how classes are organised in terms of size and this may require some 
reorganisation of class groupings.  Where a school cannot implement social distancing, the use 
of additional resourcing including additional staff will be considered.

1000 additional teachers will be allocated to post-primary schools to help reduce class sizes.  
A teacher allocation equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.6 will be allocated to 
schools in the free scheme.  This allocation will support the important work of teaching and 
learning and provide additional teachers needed to support teacher substitution, management of 
physical distancing requirements by reallocating class timetables in schools to smaller groups 
class sizes where necessary.  These posts will also provide for management supports.

In addition an allocation, equivalent to a pupil teacher ratio reduction of 0.1 will be provided 
in respect of Guidance provision to support student wellbeing.  It is recognised that, notwith-
standing these measures to post primary schools, challenges may remain to allow some post 
primary schools to fully and safely reopen.  A teacher allocation, through an appeal process, 
will be available to support these schools.

30/07/2020WRHH01200Special Educational Needs Staff

30/07/2020WRHH01300752. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which an adequate supply of special needs teachers and special needs assistants remain avail-
able to all primary and post-primary schools nationwide without exception; her plans to take 
special action to ensure that best practices and targets are maintained in this regard; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21047/20]

30/07/2020WRHH01400754. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which special needs primary and second-level school classes throughout the northern areas 
of County Kildare remain available to students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21049/20]

30/07/2020WRHH01500756. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to 
ensure that children with autism whose supports were interrupted by Covid-19 or lack of avail-
able teachers are likely to have such supports restored in the near future; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21051/20]

30/07/2020WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Very significant levels of financial provision are made to ensure that all children with 
special educational needs can be provided with an education appropriate to their needs.

My Department currently spends approximately €1.9 Billion or almost 20% of its total cur-
rent educational and training budget annually on making additional provision for children with 
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special educational needs.

This represents an increase of over 50% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided.

The main supports this funding provides for are:

- Over 13,400 special education teacher posts currently allocated to mainstream primary and 
post primary schools who support the mainstream class teacher by providing additional teach-
ing support for pupils with special educational needs.

- The total number of Special Educational Teachers has increased by 37% since 2011, from 
9,740 in 2011, to over 13,400 at present.

- Budget 2020 provides an additional 120 special education teacher posts which means that 
13,620 Special Education Teaching posts will be available for allocation to mainstream primary 
and post primary schools by the end of 2020.

- Provision has been made for up to 17,014 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts to be al-
located to primary, post primary and special schools in 2020, with Budget 2020 providing an 
additional 1,064 SNAs for schools.

- The SNA scheme provides mainstream primary, post primary and special schools with 
additional adult support staff to assist children with special educational needs who also have 
additional and significant care needs from a disability.

- Provision for 17,014 SNAs represents an increase of 60% since 2011.  The number of 
SNAs in the school system has increased by almost 50%, from 10,575 in 2011 to over 15,800 
at present.

- The additional SNAs provided for, will support the roll out of the new School Inclusion 
Model, including a new allocation methodology for mainstream schools in the 2020/21 school 
year, which will ensure students with additional needs get the right supports at the right time, as 
well as supporting new special class and special school places.

- A pilot of the new School Inclusion Model approved by Government on 8 February last, 
is being implemented in HSE CHO7 for this school year, which is designed to test a new inte-
grated education and health service model for supporting students with additional needs.

- The demonstration project to provide in-school and pre-school therapy services which 
was introduced for the 2018/19 school year will continue to provide in-school and pre-school 
therapy services as part of the School Inclusion Model in order to ensure a wraparound service.  
The purpose of the demonstration project is to test a model of tailored therapeutic supports 
that allows for early intervention in terms of providing speech and language and occupational 
therapy within ‘educational settings’.  This innovative pilot complements existing HSE funded 
provision of essential therapy services.

- Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased by almost 
200% from 548 to 1,621 for the 2019/2020 school year.  Of these, 1,355 special classes will 
cater for students diagnosed with ASD.

- 167 new special classes have been established nationally for the 2019/20 school year of 
which approximately 156 will be new ASD special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 
100 primary and 50 post-primary ASD classes.  Budget 2020 provides for an additional 265 
special class teachers in 2020, which will allow for the opening of additional classes to cater for 
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over 1,300 additional places, where required.

- 124 special schools providing specialist education for approximately 7,500 pupils annu-
ally with over 1,400 teachers.  Budget 2020 provides for an additional 23 teaching posts for spe-
cial schools, designed to meet expected increases in enrolments in 2020, providing over 8,000 
pupil places in special schools.  It also provides for the continued provision of administrative 
deputy principal posts in special schools with 15+ teaching posts, introduced in special schools 
for the first time this September.

- The NCSE is currently undertaking Policy Advice on Education Provision in Special 
Classes and Special Schools to examine whether placement in specialist settings brings about 
improved educational outcomes and experiences, relative to their ability, for students with spe-
cial educational needs.

- Other supports provide for assistive technology supports and equipment, special school 
transport arrangements including additional transport assistance such as bus escorts; teacher 
training and continuing professional development in the area of special education; enhanced 
capitation levels for special schools and special classes and modification of school buildings to 
assist with access and new build provisions to ensure inclusive settings in newly built schools.

- The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) includes a new Regional Support 
Service within the NCSE to support the inclusion of children with special educational needs in 
schools.

- A Home Tuition scheme provides for the education of children with special educational 
needs who are awaiting school placement and the July provision scheme provides for an ex-
tended school year scheme.

- Special Arrangements for State Examinations – reasonable accommodations and supports 
are made available to support children with special educational needs to participate in state 
exams.

This increased investment in teachers, SNAs, therapeutic and other supports reflects the pri-
ority which this Government has put on helping children with special educational needs to fulfil 
their potential.  It also reflects the growing participation of children with special educational 
needs in the Education System and the capacity of the Education System to better support their 
full participation and progression. 

Notwithstanding the extent of unprecedented level of investment, I am aware that issues 
remain. 

There are some parts of the country where increases in population and other issues have led 
to shortages in capacity in the school system. 

In these areas, some parents are experiencing difficulty in securing a suitable place for their 
children.  This will continue to be a major concern for me and my Department.

Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 has been invoked already.  However, my stated pref-
erence is for schools to engage with this challenge on a voluntary basis because it is the right 
thing for the children in their community.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE to continue to work with schools, patron 
bodies and teachers so that they can establish special classes where required with confidence.  
In that way, parents can be happy that the education needs of their children will be provided for 
in their local school in so far as is possible.  
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Ensuring every child has access to a suitable school placement is a priority for me and my 
Department and we will continue to ensure that this can be provided for.

My Department has now published its roadmap to the full reopening of schools ‘COVID-19 
Response Plan for the safe and sustainable reopening of Primary and Special Schools.’

This roadmap sets outs how schools will reopen for all students, including students with 
special educational needs, from the end of August.

It provides details of a range of additional supports which will be made available to schools 
to implement their Covid-19 Response Plan and to operate in a sustainable way.

The roadmap notes that the Department is also making additional provision for special 
schools and special classes, in recognition of the particular challenges that these schools and 
classes will face dealing with children with complex medical and care needs. 

Full details of the supports for the reopening of schools is available at https://www.gov.ie/
en/publication/b264b-roadmap-for-the-full-return-to-school/.

30/07/2020WRHH01700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRHH01800753. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which it is expected to avail of extra buildings to facilitate primary and second-level schools 
arising from Covid-19 nationwide; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21048/20]

30/07/2020WRHH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, 
last Monday I announced The Roadmap for The Full Return to School, along with funding of 
over €370 million to support primary and post primary schools as they prepare for reopening.

Schools must maximise the space within the classroom to facilitate the pupils in the class-
room and maximise the space within the existing school building in the first instance.  It is 
recognised that a school in preparing for full reopening, may require some reconfiguration 
works to ensure that all available space in the school is availed of, including class space, to 
safely maximising physical distancing. 

The type of adaption works may include, but are not limited to, reconfiguration of classroom 
space, re-purposing rooms to provide additional space, adapting storage facilities, purchasing 
furniture, altering desk layouts, adapting toilet areas.  As each school setting is different, a ‘one 
size fits all approach’ is not appropriate, individual schools are best placed to decide on the ap-
propriate re-configuration works for their school.

By providing funding to schools through a Minor Works Grant, schools will have necessary 
flexibility to implement these kind of reconfiguration measures in their school quickly.

  Question No. 754 answered with Question No. 752.

30/07/2020WRHH02100School Staff

30/07/2020WRHH02200755. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which the optimum number of teachers remain available to all schools nationwide in primary 
and post-primary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21050/20]

30/07/2020WRHH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is working 
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with the education partners on measures to address anticipated teacher supply pressures aris-
ing from additional posts in the system and to meet the demand for teachers to fill short term 
substitutable vacancies.

The Covid-19 environment is impacting on the willingness of teachers to travel and work 
abroad and we are hearing from post-primary schools that there are some improvements in sup-
ply this year as a result.

The range of options planned include offering additional hours to teachers employed in 
schools on part-time contracts and teachers who are job sharing and available to do additional 
hours.

My Department is also working with the Teaching Council on a campaign to raise aware-
ness of teacher supply in post-primary schools, focusing on teachers who are currently regis-
tered but not actively working in schools.

The higher education institutions are working on more flexible arrangements for student 
teacher placement in post primary schools.  This will facilitate student teachers to be available 
to their school for substitution and supervision while on placement.

The main teacher supply challenges at primary level are in recruiting substitute teachers 
for short term vacancies.  Accordingly, I am expanding the Substitute Teacher Supply Panel 
Scheme nationwide for the 2020/21 school year.  200 additional fixed term posts will be allo-
cated to provide substitute cover through these panels.

  Question No. 756 answered with Question No. 752.

30/07/2020WRHH02500Gaelcholáistí Issues

30/07/2020WRHH02600757. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
towards the provision of an Gaelcholáiste in north County Kildare with the purpose of provid-
ing second-level education to meet the needs to the numerous Gaelscoileanna throughout the 
area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21065/20]

30/07/2020WRHH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that a new Gaelcholáiste will be opening in Maynooth for the start of the new school 
year.  The patron is Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board.

30/07/2020WRHH02800Enterprise Support Services

30/07/2020WRHH02900758. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in 
north County Kildare; the number of these that have been successful; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19783/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03000760. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications that have been received for the enterprise support grant from 
businesses in Dublin 7 and 15; the number of these that have been successful; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19846/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03100761. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applications that have been received for the enterprise support grant from busi-
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nesses in County Wicklow; the number of these that have been successful; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19896/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03200762. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when he will announce the release date of the enterprise support grant for businesses 
impacted by Covid-19. [19907/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03300764. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in 
counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number that have been successful; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20192/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03400765. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in 
counties Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon and Donegal; the number that have been successful; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20278/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03500768. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications that have been received for the enterprise support grant from 
businesses in County Tipperary; the number of these have been successful; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20413/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03600769. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications that have been received for the enterprise support grant from 
businesses in County Donegal; the number of these have been successful; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20442/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03700771. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in 
counties Meath and Westmeath by local authority; the number that have been successful; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20713/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03800772. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in 
counties Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon and Donegal; the number that have been successful; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [20800/20]

30/07/2020WRHH03900773. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses in County 
Kerry; the number that have been successful; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20846/20]

30/07/2020WRHH04000774. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications received for the enterprise support grant from businesses 
in County Clare; the number of these that have been successful; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20903/20]

30/07/2020WRHH04100776. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications that have been received for the enterprise support grant from 
businesses in County Kildare; the number of these that have been successful; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21018/20]

30/07/2020WRHH04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 758, 760, 761, 762, 764, 765, 768, 769, 771, 772, 773, 774 and 
776 together.
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The Enterprise Support Grant is a support available to participants of the Back to Work 
Enterprise Allowance to assist with start-up costs experienced by new enterprises.  In 2019, ap-
proximately 4,800 applications were awarded at a cost of almost €3 million.  This information 
is not maintained on a county basis.

This grant support is now being extended to self-employed individuals to re-open their 
business upon the closure of their Pandemic Unemployment Payment.  The extended grant will 
assist eligible self-employed individuals who are exiting the COVID-19 Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment or jobseekers schemes after 25th June 2020, to re-start their business which was 
closed due to the impact of the pandemic.  The extended grant, of up to €1,000, will be pay-
able to self-employed micro enterprises which employ fewer than 10 people, have an annual 
turnover of less than €1 million and are not eligible for support from the COVID 19 Business 
Restart Grant or other similar business reopening grants. 

The Department is currently developing the systems to put this support into effect and will 
communicate how to access the grant in the coming week or so. 

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRHH04300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRHH04400759. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if provision has been made as part of the July stimulus package for temporary clerical 
officers that are on short contracts and will not be eligible for the pandemic unemployment pay-
ment in October 2020. [19812/20]

30/07/2020WRHH04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
As part of the Government’s July stimulus package, announced last week, the pandemic unem-
ployment payment has been extended to 1st April 2021.  Further changes have been introduced 
to the structure of the payment which means that it continues to be a strong support but is also 
fair and targeted.  Applications for the scheme will continue to be taken until 17 September 
2020.

A person who does not qualify for the pandemic unemployment payment may be eligible for 
support under the jobseeker schemes.  Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly payment to people who 
have lost their employment and who satisfy the scheme conditions including the requirement 
to have sufficient social insurance contributions paid.  This benefit is paid for 9 months (234 
days) for people with 260 or more PRSI contributions paid.  It is paid for 6 months (156 days) 
for people who have less than 260 PRSI contributions paid. 

Where an individual is not eligible for jobseeker’s benefit or has exhausted their entitlement 
they may apply for the means-tested jobseeker’s allowance. 

I trust that this clarifies the position.

  Questions Nos. 760, 761 and 762 answered with Question No. 758.

30/07/2020WRHH04900Civil Marriages

30/07/2020WRHH05000763. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the criteria used by registrars under the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 to assess 
the way in which a proposed marriage is deemed to be a marriage of convenience. [20143/20]
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30/07/2020WRHH05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The criteria used by registrars to assess the way in which a proposed marriage is deemed to be 
a marriage of convenience are contained in section 58(4C) of the Civil Registration Act 2004, 
which states as follows:

(4C) In forming an opinion under subsection (4A) and deciding to refer the matter to the 
Superintendent Registrar, the registrar shall consider the following:

(a) if the parties to the intended marriage speak a common language;

(b) the period prior to the relevant notification of the intended marriage under this Part dur-
ing which the parties to the intended marriage are known to each other;

(c) the number and frequency of meetings of the parties to the intended marriage prior to the 
notification of the intended marriage under this Part;

(d) if the parties to the intended marriage have lived together in the past or if they currently 
live together;

(e) the extent to which each party to the intended marriage is familiar with the personal 
details of the other party;

(f) the extent to which each party to the intended marriage intends to continue an existing 
commitment to mutual emotional and financial support of the other party to the intended mar-
riage;

(g) the immigration status of one or each of the parties to the intended marriage who is a 
foreign national;

(h) other than in a case where money is paid as a dowry as appropriate to the culture of one 
or each party to the intended marriage, if money was paid as an inducement for the marriage;

(i) if the one or each of the parties to the intended marriage has previously been the subject 
of an objection under subsection (1), an opinion formed under subsection (4A) or an objection 
under section 59F(1) or an opinion formed under section 59F(4A);

(j) any other information regarding the intended marriage which gives reasonable grounds 
for considering the marriage to be a marriage of convenience.”

These provisions were inserted by section 18 of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 
2014.

  Questions Nos. 764 and 765 answered with Question No. 758.

30/07/2020WRHH05400Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

30/07/2020WRHH05500766. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if clarity can be provided to self-employed persons particularly in the arts sector with 
regard to the pandemic unemployment payment (details supplied); and if it will be necessary 
for persons to turn down those one off offers of temporary work in order to continue to receive 
the pandemic unemployment payment. [20327/20]

30/07/2020WRHH05600790. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person’s 2018 tax returns will only be accepted when applying for the pandem-
ic unemployment payment even when a person has submitted their 2019 returns. [19913/20]
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30/07/2020WRHH05700791. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person that applied for the pandemic unemployment payment and submitted 
their 2019 tax returns was rejected on their 2018 tax returns; her views on the validity of this 
decision; the reason the most recent returns are not taken into account; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19914/20]

30/07/2020WRHH05800792. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there is a specific policy in place that explains the way in which one set of workers can 
earn €50 a week and qualify based on an additional support and yet another set is disqualified in 
the exact same circumstances (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19915/20]

30/07/2020WRHH05900793. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the Revenue Commissioners know the date that a sole trader was incorporated and 
began earning, if those earnings be prorated to the period of incorporation for the purpose of 
establishing welfare benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19948/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06000852. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the arrangements in place for self-employed persons that wish to access the pandemic 
unemployment payment with regard to taxi drivers that have suffered a significant reduction 
in their income as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20215/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06100867. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if clarity can be provided to self-employed persons particularly in the arts sector with 
regard to the pandemic unemployment payment (details supplied); and if it will be necessary 
for persons to turn down those one off offers of temporary work in order to continue to receive 
the pandemic unemployment payment. [20326/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06200875. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will consider changing the qualifying requirements for the pandemic unem-
ployment payment for persons that are both self-employed and part-time workers in order that 
they can have their total income assessed rather than just the PAYE part; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20545/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 766, 790, 791, 792, 793, 852, 867 and 875 together.

I have announced today that any self-employed person in receipt of the lower rate of the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) who has submitted their 2019 returns to the Revenue 
Commissioners and feels that it may make a difference to their rate, can request a review of their 
PUP payment from my Department. 

The PUP has two rates of payment based on an individual’s previous earnings from employ-
ment.  The higher rate of €350 per week is paid to people whose earnings from employment 
were €200 or more per week while the lower rate of €203 per week is for who earned less than 
€200 per week.  When calculating an individual’s entitlement my Department assesses their 
income based on returns to the Revenue Commissioners.  Where a person is an employee their 
gross average weekly income for either 2019 or the months of January and February 2020 is 
used, whichever is the more favourable.  Where a person is self-employed their gross average 
weekly income for 2018 is used to calculate the rate of the pandemic unemployment payment 
which is the last tax year for which complete verifiable data on self-employed income is avail-
able. 
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If an individual has submitted their 2019 returns to Revenue and they consider that these are 
more beneficial, they can request a review of their PUP rate of payment from my Department.  
My Department will examine each case using the updated 2019 Revenue tax information and if 
the person has average earnings of €200 or more will increase their PUP payment to the higher 
rate of €350 per week. 

Reviews can be submitted to PUPRerate@welfare.ie and should be accompanied by sup-
porting documentation.  My Department will process applications for review as quickly as 
possible.

30/07/2020WRHH06400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRHH06500767. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the steps being taken to assist the seasonal workers that were not working in March 
2020 and therefore unable to claim the pandemic unemployment payment and that are still not 
working in view of the fact many seasonal businesses did not reopen; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20328/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06600777. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if seasonal hospitality workers that have no work due to the Covid-19 pandemic will 
be entitled to the pandemic employment payment under the Jobs July Stimulus; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19552/20]

30/07/2020WRHH06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 767 and 777 together.

The COVID 19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency mea-
sure to meet the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 

One of the conditions for receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment are that a person 
must have been in employment immediately before 13th March and lost their income from 
employment.  Where a person was due to take up seasonal employment but they were not in 
employment immediately prior to 13th March they are not eligible to receive the pandemic un-
employment payment.  It would be impossible to construct a scheme based on claims of poten-
tial or prospective but unrealised employment, particularly where the economy was operating 
at full-employment with many unfilled vacancies prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

People who do not qualify for the pandemic unemployment payment are eligible to apply 
for a jobseeker’s payment.  Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly payment to people who have lost 
their employment and who satisfy the scheme’s statutory conditions including the requirement 
to have sufficient social insurance contributions paid.  Where a person does not qualify or has 
used up their entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit they can apply for the means tested jobseeker’s 
allowance.  

Under the July Stimulus Package, supports for employers for new staff were announced and 
further information is available at www.revenue.ie.

I trust this clarifies the position.

  Questions Nos. 768 and 769 answered with Question No. 758.
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30/07/2020WRHH07000Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRHH07100770. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the other measures being considered to create disincentives to act in a manner which 
contravenes public health advice further to SI 242 of 2020; if consideration has been given to 
the potential of these statutory instruments targeting specific groups rather than society at large; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20530/20]

30/07/2020WRHH07200872. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason for her policy position in relation to SI 242 of 2020; her plans to implement the 
SI including detail on data sharing arrangements and the action of social welfare inspectors in 
airports; the documentation her Department is providing as proof to those affected by the statu-
tory instrument; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20529/20]

30/07/2020WRHH07300880. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if persons will be signed off jobseeker’s allowance if they go on holiday; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20717/20]

30/07/2020WRHH07400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 770, 872 and 880 together.

I have reviewed the holiday arrangements in line with the most recent updated travel advice 
and have announced that people on a jobseeker’s payment who wish to travel to any of the 
countries on the Green List for up to two weeks can do so and continue to receive their payment.

Separately, I am taking primary legislation through the Oireachtas, the Social Welfare (Cov-
id-19) (Amendment) Bill 2020, that places the pandemic unemployment payment on a statutory 
basis within the framework of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005.  This legislation will 
enable me to introduce new regulations to allow people on the pandemic unemployment pay-
ment to travel to green list countries for up to two weeks and continue to receive their payment. 

For countries that are not on the green list, people can travel for essential reasons only, such 
as a bereavement or health reasons.  Any person in this situation is advised to contact their In-
treo Centre in advance and their payment will not be impacted. 

My Department does not have data sharing arrangements with any airports or ports.  It does 
not have access to travel data and nor does it have access to travel locator forms.  Since 2012 the 
Department’s social welfare inspectors undertake control checks at airports and ports.  These 
checks have a firm legal basis in Section 250 (16) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005.

I trust that this clarifies the matter at this time. 

  Questions Nos. 771 to 774, inclusive, answered with Question No. 758.

30/07/2020WRJJ00400Company Liquidations

30/07/2020WRJJ00500775. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will implement the recommendations of the Duffy Cahill report; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20981/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ00600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Duffy Cahill report, which was commissioned by the Government in the aftermath of the 
Clerys closure, highlighted how the issues raised by the event and the subsequent legal cases 
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are highly complex.

The Duffy-Cahill Report was sent to the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in 2016 for 
its consideration as part of the work of that group in advising the Minister for Business Enter-
prise and Innovation on any changes that it considered necessary with respect to the protection 
of employees and unsecured creditors.  (The CLRG is a statutory body comprising members 
drawn from regulatory, legal, business and employee interests).

The CLRG, as part of its deliberations, also considered related amendments proposed by 
Deputy Nash (then Senator Nash) to the Companies (Accounting) Bill in April/May 2017.

The CLRG’s ‘Report on the Protection of Employees and Unsecured Creditors’ was pre-
sented to the Minister for Business Enterprise and Innovation in June 2017 and published on 
the website of the CLRG. It did not include the implementation of the Duffy-Cahill Report or 
the Senator Nash proposals in its recommendations.

It is clear that the implementation of the recommendations in the Duffy-Cahill Report give 
rise to a host of complex issues and that any proposal to progress them would require further 
careful consideration involving consultation with many stakeholders.

A commitment has been made in the Programme for Government to review the Companies 
Acts with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities splitting their operations between 
trading and property, with the result that the trading business goes into insolvency and the assets 
are taken out of the original business. This will be progressed by the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 776 answered with Question No. 758.

  Question No. 777 answered with Question No. 767.

30/07/2020WRJJ00900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

30/07/2020WRJJ01000778. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number or estimated number of workers affected by the policy which states that 
employed and self-employed incomes cannot be combined in the same year for purposes of as-
sessment for the pandemic unemployment payment resulting in them receiving the lower rather 
than the higher payment amount; and her views on this policy. [19566/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID 19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency measure to 
meet the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
To be eligible for the pandemic unemployment payment a person must have been in employ-
ment immediately prior to the 13th March and lost their income from employment due to the 
onset of the pandemic. Self- employed people must have suffered a collapse in their trading 
income to the extent that they are available to take up other full-time work.

Changes were announced to the structure of the pandemic unemployment payment which 
means that it continues to be a strong support but is also fair and targeted. Payment is now 
linked to prior earnings, using their most recent earnings, where possible, as the basis for any 
revision. Where an employee’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher there is no change to 
their rate of payment. If their gross weekly earnings were under €200 the rate of the pandemic 
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unemployment payment was adjusted to €203.

Where a person is self-employed their gross average weekly income for 2018 is used to 
calculate the rate of the pandemic unemployment payment, the last tax year for which complete 
verifiable data on self-employed income is available.

Where a person is an employee their gross average weekly income for either 2019 or the 
months of January and February 2020 was used, whichever was the more favourable. Informa-
tion in respect of both these periods is readily available from the Revenue Commissioners.

Combining employee and self-employed income could potentially reduce average weekly 
earnings in the case of employee earnings, particularly where an employee has relatively small 
amounts of self-employment income, as the respective earnings would then be assessed over a 
full year. The nature of self-employment is such that it is not possible, for Revenue and PRSI 
purposes, to attribute self-employment income to any particular week, and earnings are as-
sessed on a full-year basis.

The figures requested by the Deputy are not readily available at this time as it would involve 
extensive data matching across multiple IT systems.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRJJ01200Disability Allowance

30/07/2020WRJJ01300779. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for a disability allowance has been received from a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19620/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ01400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Damien English): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 23 July 2020.

On 28 July 2020 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt of this 
information a decision will be made on her DA application and the person concerned will be 
notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRJJ01500Carer’s Allowance

30/07/2020WRJJ01600780. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the delay in assessing applications for carer’s allowance; the result of the 
appeal of a person (details supplied) that has been without income for over 33 weeks; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [19623/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully con-
sidered all of the available evidence, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision. The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that for 2020 to the end of June the aver-
age processing time for carer’s allowance appeals dealt with by way of summary decision was 
13.1 weeks and it was 21.7 weeks for those requiring an oral hearing. This is an improvement 
on the position for 2019 when carer’s allowance appeals dealt with by way of summary deci-
sion had an average processing time of 23.2 weeks and it was 27.3 weeks for those requiring 
an oral hearing. Further improvements in appeals processing times is a priority for the Chief 
Appeals Officer.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRJJ01800Back to Education Allowance

30/07/2020WRJJ01900781. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a period of time on carer’s benefit can be used as a qualifying period of time for the 
back to education allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19624/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) is designed to support second chance educa-
tion. It enables eligible persons to pursue education and to continue to receive income support 
for the duration of a course of study.  The weekly rate of BTEA payment is linked to the per-
sons’ underlying qualifying payment.

Carers allowance is a qualifying payment for someone considering applying for BTEA. A 
person in receipt of a carers allowance payment wishing to be considered for the BTEA should 
send their application to Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, Carer’s Al-
lowance Section, Government Buildings, Ballinalee Road, Co. Longford.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

30/07/2020WRJJ02100Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRJJ02200782. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she, her Ministers of State or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official 
Government use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if she will publish all such 
emails and corresponding documents immediately. [19636/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I can confirm that neither I nor my advisers have ever used private email for any form of official 
Government use since the formation of the Government.

30/07/2020WRJJ02400Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRJJ02500783. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the meetings she and her Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by 
date in tabular form (details supplied). [19653/20]
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30/07/2020WRJJ02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Other than internal meetings, I have attended the meetings listed below in my role as Minister 
for Social Protection.

Date
7th July 2020 Video link-  OECD Ministerial Roundtable on 

Inclusion 
30th July 2020 Pre-Budget 2021 Forum. 

     The pre-Budget Forum was attended by representatives of Active Retirement Ireland, 
Age Action Ireland, Age and Opportunity, Alliance of Age Sector NGOs, ALONE, American 
Chamber of Commerce Ireland, ATD Fourth World Ireland, Barnardos, Care Alliance Ireland, 
Chambers Ireland, Children’s Rights Alliance, Comhairle na nÓg, Congress Centres Network, 
Crosscare, Disability federation of Ireland, European Anti-Poverty Network, Family Carers 
Ireland, Focus Ireland, Home and Community care Ireland, IBEC, Inclusion Ireland , Inde-
pendent Living Movement Ireland, Irish cattle and sheep Farmer’s Association, ICTU, Irish 
Council for Social Housing, Irish Countrywomen’s Association, Irish National Organisation 
of the Unemployed, Irish Refugee Council, Irish Rural Link, Irish Senior Citizens’ Parliament, 
ISME, Mental Health Reform, National Association of Widows in Ireland, National Council 
for the Blind in Ireland, National federation of Pensioners’ Associations, National Women’s 
Council of Ireland, National Youth Council of Ireland, One Family, Pavee Point, Protestant 
Aid, Retired Workers Committee, Simon Community, Social Justice Ireland, Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, SPARK, The Wheel, Threshold, TREOIR, Trustus We Care, Union of Stu-
dents in Ireland,  Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, amongst others.

30/07/2020WRJJ02700Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRJJ02800784. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will provide details of her advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration 
packages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19670/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy and a Press Adviser, and these persons will be formally appointed by the Government 
once the Guidelines have been approved.

30/07/2020WRJJ03000Carer’s Allowance

30/07/2020WRJJ03100785. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the average processing time for a carer’s allowance as of 17 July 2020. [19683/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
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Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This in-
cludes ensuring that applications are processed as quickly as possible.  To qualify for CA, the 
carer must show that they are habitually resident in the State, that they are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who requires this level of care and that their means are less than 
the statutory limit.

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process. In some cases the documentary evidence provided at initial application stage 
is incomplete or insufficient and this can lead to delays in processing.

Claim processing is kept under active review. The target for the CA scheme is to process 70% 
of claims in 12 weeks. The average processing time for CA at the end of June was 5 weeks and 
91% of claims were processed within 12 weeks.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRJJ03300Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRJJ03400786. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the names and salaries of her special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of 
State in her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19720/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy and a Press Adviser, and these persons will be formally appointed by the Government 
once the Guidelines have been approved.

30/07/2020WRJJ03600Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

30/07/2020WRJJ03700787. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment in April, May, 
June and July 2020, by Dáil constituency if possible; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19737/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I am advised that my Department’s data cannot be broken down by constituency. Breakdowns 
are provided by county for the last payment date in each of the requested months in the table 
below.
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 28 April 26 May 30 June 28 July
Carlow                          

7,752 
                   7,349             5,252           3,367 

Cavan                          
9,650 

                   9,213             6,431           4,006 

Clare                        
14,145 

                13,900           10,521           6,345 

Cork                        
61,404 

                60,068           44,070         27,840 

Donegal                        
22,533 

                21,912           15,860           8,989 

Dublin                      
170,697 

              169,287         137,791         97,838 

Galway                        
32,109 

                31,707           24,346         15,428 

Kerry                        
21,883 

                21,516           16,397           9,284 

Kildare                        
25,996 

                25,534           18,910         12,797 

Kilkenny                        
10,363 

                   9,984             7,242           4,442 

Laois                          
8,633 

                   8,312             6,028           3,885 

Leitrim                          
4,038 

                   3,945             2,865           1,752 

Limerick                        
22,430 

                21,660           16,377         11,119 

Longford                          
4,419 

                   4,401             3,159           2,062 

Louth                        
17,543 

                17,311           13,174           8,649 

Mayo                        
16,366 

                15,934           11,678           6,823 

Meath                        
24,784  

                24,210           17,464         11,486 

Monaghan                          
8,038 

                   7,975             5,654           3,623 

Offaly                          
8,745 

                   8,600             5,914           3,793 

Roscommon                          
7,044 

                   6,882             4,879           3,046 

Sligo                          
7,582 

                   7,344             5,640           3,361 

Tipperary                        
18,699 

                18,026           12,718           8,394 

Waterford                        
13,869 

                13,692           10,153           6,135 

Westmeath                        
11,771 

                11,258             8,047           5,225 

Wexford                        
20,339 

                19,679           13,706           7,891 

Wicklow                        
18,442 

                18,108           13,691           8,794 



30 July 2020

411

 28 April 26 May 30 June 28 July
Unknown                          

1,702 
                   1,603                 966              476 

Total                      
590,976 

              579,410         438,933       286,850 

30/07/2020WRJJ03900Rent Supplement Scheme

30/07/2020WRJJ04000788. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of providing rent supplement to 7,100 extra applications received since 
March 2020; the average cost per claim for each month; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19901/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ04100789. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the steps she has taken to advise persons that are now eligible to apply for rent supplement 
such as website updates, newspaper advertisements, social media advertisements and so on, 
during the Covid-19 response. [19902/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ04200861. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications by county received for rent allowance support during the Co-
vid-19 period; the number of applications granted and refused, respectively by county; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20260/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 788, 789 and 861 together.

Rent supplement continues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in 
private rented accommodation, with the scheme currently supporting approximately 20,400 
recipients as of 25th July 2020.

The scheme provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source. The scheme ensures that for 
those who were renting, but whose circumstances have changed due to temporary loss of em-
ployment, can continue to meet their rental commitments.

As at 25th July, there are 6,315 rent supplement customers in payment awarded since the 
13th March 2020 with an average tenancy cost for the scheme of €685 per month. There are 
925 cases awaiting a payment decision or yet to supply all documentation needed to allow 
the officer dealing with the case to make a decision. The total associated costs for both cases 
awarded and pending is in the region of €59.5m, fully annualised. The attached tabular state-
ments provide a rolling monthly average cost per claim for the periods requested; and a county 
analysis of rent supplement recipients awarded since 13th March 2020 and still in payment as 
at 25th July 2020. Statistics in relation to overall refusal rates for the scheme are not currently 
available, while approximately 1,000 cases, awarded since 13th March, no longer receive RS 
support as they have returned to work.

In the context of the Covid emergency, the position is that for persons to be eligible for 
Rent Supplement, once it has been confirmed that they are a bona fide tenant, the two standing 
qualification criteria apply:

The customer was in receipt of Rent Supplement in the last 12  months before the date of 
application; or,
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The customer was living in private rented accommodation prior to the Covid emergency (at 
least 4 weeks), could afford their rent at the beginning of the tenancy and were now unable to 
continue to pay the rent because of a substantial change in their circumstances.

The principal underlying criteria for access to the Scheme have not changed: an applicant 
receiving a primary social welfare payment or reduced income with an identifiable rental com-
mitment can apply. Rent supplement’s core customer message remains in line with previous 
policy, and is supported by the existing customer information available explaining the Scheme’s 
objectives and criteria. Where a tenant approaches the Department for support towards their 
rental commitments, the application will be considered by the officer dealing with their case.

The overarching Covid-19 response in the case of rent supplement is to provide a flexible 
case-by-case driven solution for customers, providing temporary income support during the 
emergency for their housing costs. The scheme has not fundamentally changed, and I am satis-
fied that the appropriate information is available to both officers and the general public with 
respect to the scheme.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputies.

Table 1 - Average Monthly Rent Supplement Payment - 13th March to 25th July 2020.

Month Recipient No’s Monthly Average Rent   
Supplement Payment (€)

March* 368 646
April 3,308 707
May 1,534 678
June 777 659
July* 328 605
   
Total  6,315  685
   * full month not captured.

Table 2 - County Analysis of COVID-19 Related Rent Supplement Recipi-
ents - as at 25/07/2020.

County Number of Recipients 
CARLOW 80
CAVAN 92
CLARE 79
CORK 727
DONEGAL 94
DUBLIN 2,741
GALWAY 347
KERRY 276
KILDARE 300
KILKENNY 74
LAOIS 74
LEITRIM 33
LIMERICK 241
LONGFORD 33
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County Number of Recipients 
LOUTH 105
MAYO 82
MEATH 160
MONAGHAN 43
OFFALY 39
ROSCOMMON 53
SLIGO 76
TIPPERARY 123
WATERFORD 40
WESTMEATH 86
WEXFORD 88
WICKLOW 229
Grand Total 6,315

      Questions Nos. 790 to 793, inclusive, answered with Question No. 766.

30/07/2020WRJJ04900Illness Benefit

30/07/2020WRJJ05000794. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will consider eligibility for those that took time off work to look after an elderly or 
incapacitated family members and that themselves now are ill but are not entitled to illness 
benefit in view of the fact they do not have the required qualifying criteria; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [19952/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The criteria for eligibility for illness benefit are laid down in legislation. Illness Benefit may 
only be awarded to those who fulfil the contribution criteria. To qualify for illness benefit a 
customer must:

- Be unable to work due to illness

- Be under pensionable age (currently 66)

- Satisfy the contribution conditions

- At least 104 reckonable contributions

- 39 reckonable contributions in relevant tax year, 13 of which must be paid OR  26 in rel-
evant tax year and 26 weeks PRSI paid in appropriate class in year before governing contribu-
tion year.

- Reckonable earnings above a certain amount in relevant tax year.

In 2019 206,026 claims were received and expenditure on illness benefit was in the region 
of €606 million.

For those who are unable to meet the criteria for Illness Benefit, the supplementary welfare 
allowance (SWA) scheme provides a “safety net” within the overall social welfare system and 
provides assistance to eligible people in the State whose means are insufficient to meet their 
needs and those of their dependants. SWA provides immediate and flexible assistance for those 
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in need who do not qualify for payment under other schemes.

People who take time off work to care for family members may be eligible for Carer’s Al-
lowance or Carer’s Benefit.

Credited contributions, normally known as credits, are awarded to recipients of Carer’s 
Benefit and of Carer’s Allowance where they have an underlying entitlement to credits. Recipi-
ents of these payments qualify for credits where they have at least one paid contribution in the 
previous two years or have had credited contributions in that period. Credits are also awarded 
to workers who take unpaid Carer’s Leave from work.

Credits protect social insurance entitlements by bridging gaps in an employee’s social insur-
ance record, where they are not in a position to pay PRSI, such as during periods spent caring. 
In combination with paid PRSI contributions, credits assist employees in qualifying for short-
term schemes and enhance the level of benefit for long-term schemes.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRJJ05200Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

30/07/2020WRJJ05300795. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of paying the pandemic unemployment payment at a rate of 
€250 for those that earned less than €200 pre-Covid-19. [19992/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05400796. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of paying the pandemic unemployment payment at a rate of 
€350 for those that earned less than €300 pre-Covid-19. [19993/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05500829. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost in 2021 of maintaining the two rates of pandemic unemploy-
ment payment that is continuing the scheme as it is currently operating; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20031/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05600830. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated savings in 2021 arising from the scheduled reduction of pandemic unemploy-
ment payment rates announced as part of the July stimulus. [20032/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05700831. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of the pandemic unemployment payment in 2021; the assump-
tions underpinning this estimate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20033/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 795 and 796 and 829 to 831, inclusive, together.

As part of a suite of measures announced in the July Stimulus, the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment will now be extended to April 2021.

By week-ending Friday, 31st July 2020, the PUP scheme will have cost an estimated €3 
billion. The estimated cost of PUP in July 2020 is approximately €420 million. By the week-
ending Friday 14th August when the PUP was scheduled to have ceased, it is estimated that the 
scheme will have cost almost €3.2 billion.

These estimates are informed by the forecast for unemployment in the Stability Programme 
Update, published in April 2020. In that respect, they are subject to change as labour market 
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and payment trends develop.

The performance of the labour market in the weeks and months ahead, including the capac-
ity of employers to respond to the phased return to work following the Covid-19 lockdown, and 
the level of any resulting residual unemployment, remains uncertain.

 The cost of PUP in the period between August and December 2020 will depend on the on-
going suppression of the Covid-19 virus and on progress in reopening the economy and society. 
Both of these factors will determine the extent of labour market recovery between now and the 
year-end and the approach that the Government will take with respect to what further changes, 
if any, may be made to the PUP. These are matters that will be considered during the coming 
weeks and the estimated cost of PUP to the year-end and the allocation for 2021 will be deter-
mined as part of that process.

30/07/2020WRJJ06000Maternity Benefit

30/07/2020WRJJ06100797. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of extending maternity benefit by 12 weeks for mothers whose maternity 
leave ends between March and November 2020. [19994/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ06200798. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of extending maternity benefit by one week. [19995/20]

30/07/2020WRJJ06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 797 and 798 together.

Maternity benefit is a payment made for 26 weeks to employed and self-employed women 
who are on maternity leave and who satisfy certain pay related social insurance (PRSI) con-
tribution conditions. My colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has policy and legal 
responsibility for maternity leave.

In 2020 it is estimated that the Department will spend in excess of €270 million on maternity 
benefit in respect of an average of 21,000 recipients per week. Each additional week of ma-
ternity benefit for all women on maternity leave, based on current recipient levels, would cost 
€10.3m in a full year. Increasing the benefit by 12 weeks for periods of maternity leave ending 
from March to November 2020 would cost an estimated €93 million.

It should also be noted that there would be additional costs to employers, including the 
Exchequer, as these estimates do not include the costs for substitution or salary top-ups which 
would be a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRKK00300Low Pay Commission

30/07/2020WRKK00400799. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of running the Low Pay Commission. [19996/20]

30/07/2020WRKK00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Low Pay Commission was established on 26th February 2015 through the National Mini-
mum Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act 2015.  Its principal function is, once each year, to ex-
amine the national minimum hourly rate of pay and to make a recommendation to the Minister 
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respecting the rate, ensuring that all decisions are evidence based, fair and sustainable, and do 
not create significant adverse consequences for employment or competitiveness. 

A breakdown of the Commissions expenditure since its establishment has recently been 
published in its three year report and is set out below: 

Expenditure   
Item

2015* 2016 2017 2018

Salaries €94,000 €150,000 €112,000 €149,200
Fees €61,400 €81,000 €60,000 €75,300
Research €75,000 €55,000 €84,000 €55,000
Administration* €20,300 €21,000 €15,000 €27,600
Total €250,700 €307,000 €271,000 €307,100
of which:     
Pay €155,400 €231,000 €172,000 €224,500
Non-Pay €95,300 €76,000 €99,000 €82,600
*  This includes payments during the Commission’s interim period of operations from Feb-

ruary 2015.  The first full year of operation was 2016.

The 2019 allocated budget for the Low Pay Commission is €490,000, with a split of 
€260,000 pay and €230,000 non-pay.  The estimated outturn for 2019 is €363,296, with a split 
of €193,192 pay (salaries and fees) and €169,902 non pay. 

The three year report from the Low Pay Commission demonstrates the work that has been 
done by the Commission since it was established in 2015.  Alongside its core task of making 
recommendations each year to Government on the appropriate rate for the National Minimum 
Wage, the Commission has examined and reported on matters as diverse as the sub minimum 
rates of the National Minimum Wage, the preponderance of women on the National Minimum 
Wage, and the allowances provided for Board and Lodgings under the National Minimum Wage.

The Commission’s minimum wage rate recommendations to date have been accepted by 
Government, resulting in an increase in the National Minimum Wage between January 2016 
and February 2020 of 16.7% (from €8.65 to €10.10 per hour).

30/07/2020WRKK00600Social Welfare Schemes

30/07/2020WRKK00700800. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing each weekly social welfare scheme by €1 per 
week in tabular form. [19997/20]

30/07/2020WRKK00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The estimated full year cost of increasing each weekly social welfare scheme by €1 per week 
is as follows; 

Scheme Full year cost of a €1 increase €m 
Social  Insurance Schemes  
  
Pension Payments  
State Pension (Contributory) 24.02
Widow/er’s Contributory Pension (Aged 66 and 
over) 

4.61
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Scheme Full year cost of a €1 increase €m 
Deserted Wife’s Benefit (Aged 66 and over) 0.16
Death Benefit Pension (Aged 66 and over) 0.03
  
Working Age Payments  
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Con) Pen-
sion

1.52

Deserted Wife’s Benefit 0.14
Invalidity Pension                                      3.26
Partial Capacity Benefit 0.11
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 0.06
Disablement Pension 0.26
Illness Benefit 2.64
Injury Benefit 0.05
Incapacity Supplement 0.05
Jobseeker’s Benefit 2.90
Carer’s Benefit 0.15
Maternity & Adoptive Benefit 1.08
Paternity Benefit 0.06
Parent’s Benefit 0.09
Total Social Insurance Schemes 41.19

Scheme Full year cost of a €1 increase €m
Social Assistance Schemes  
  
Pension Payments  
State Pension (Non Con) 5.07
Carer’s Allowance (Aged 66 and over) 0.10
Half Rate Carer’s Allowance (Aged 66 and over) 0.37
  
Working Age Payments  
Blind Pension                            0.06
Widow/ers or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Non-Con) 
Pension                      

0.07

Deserted Wife’s Allowance 0.00
One-Parent Family Payment                     2.05
Carer’s Allowance                                     2.34
Half Rate Carer’s Allowance 0.64
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 0.03
Jobseeker’s Allowance 14.26
Jobseeker’s Allowance - for those aged 18 to 24 
years of age 

0.8

Disability Allowance 8.22
Farm Assist 0.36
Back to Education Allowance 0.25
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 0.19
Community Employment 1.31
TÚS 0.34
Rural Social Scheme 0.22
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Scheme Full year cost of a €1 increase €m
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 0.95
Total Social Assistance Schemes 37.63
*Overall Total 78.82
*Rounding may impact totals 

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2020.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients.  

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and including Social Welfare Allowance payments, where relevant.

30/07/2020WRKK00900Social Welfare Benefits

30/07/2020WRKK01000801. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing each weekly social welfare payment to meet 
the minimum essential standard of living as detailed by an organisation (details supplied). 
[19998/20]

30/07/2020WRKK01100849. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will examine linking social welfare payments to adequacy in order to ensure that 
households relying on social welfare supports achieve an income that meets the minimum es-
sential standard of living as determined by an organisation (details supplied). [20091/20]

30/07/2020WRKK01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 801 and 849 together.

The Minimum Essential Standard of Living (MESL) is an assessment, developed by the 
Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, of the minimum income needed to live and partake in 
the social and economic norms of everyday life for various household types.

The model produces a minimum income standard which is dependent on whether the house-
hold is, among other factors:

(i) in a rural or urban location;

(ii) composed of a single working age person, a couple, a single- or two-parent family, a 
single pensioner or a pensioner couple; and

(iii) living in private rented accommodation, social housing or is an owner-occupier.

It should be noted that the MESL for welfare households assumes that households are eli-
gible for a medical card and, as such, health and insurance costs are reduced accordingly.  While 
the model assumes that pensioners have the Free Travel pass and the Household Benefits pack-
age, it does not assume this for working age people.  Certain working age recipients of welfare 
payments do qualify for Free Travel – recipients of Disability Allowance, Invalidity Pension, 
and Carer’s Allowance, for example.

Bringing weekly working age social welfare rates in line with the MESL entails increasing 
the maximum personal rate to €250 and the Qualified Child Increase to €48.20 for children un-
der 12 and €94.70 for children aged 12 and over.  There would be no proportionate increase in 
the current rate for Qualified Adults in order to meet the MESL.
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The estimated full year cost of implementing these measures is €2.51 billion.  This cost-
ing is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revisions of the esti-
mated numbers of recipients.

Any change to the current process of setting social welfare rates would require Government 
approval and would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary context.  This 
would include taking account of stakeholder views, as well as considerations of cost, work in-
centives, poverty alleviation, policy alignments and the administration of any proposed system.

The costings sought by the Deputy are presented in the table below:

Scheme   Full year cost of bringing rates in line with 
MESL   

Social Insurance Schemes  
State Pension Contributory 35.15
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Con) Pension 

70.46

Deserted Wife’s Benefit 6.16
Death Benefit  0.18 
Invalidity Pension                                    125.87
Partial Capacity Benefit 4.07
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 4.01
Disablement Pension 4.22
Illness Benefit 119.51
Injury Benefit 2.06
Incapacity Supplement 2.01
Jobseeker’s Benefit 128.00
Carer’s Benefit 4.45
Health and Safety Benefit 0.8
Maternity & Adoptive Benefit 5.42
Paternity Benefit 0.03
Parents Benefit 0.44
Total Social Insurance Schemes 512.66

Scheme   Full year cost of of bringing rates in line with 
MESL   

 €m
Social Assistance Schemes  
State Pension Non-Contributory 64.46
Blind Pension                           2.78
Widow/ers or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Non-Con)   Pension                  

3.11

Deserted Wife’s Allowance 0.20
One-Parent Family Payment                    96.29
Carer’s Allowance                                    92.38
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 1.75
Jobseeker’s Allowance 576.49
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Scheme   Full year cost of of bringing rates in line with 
MESL   

Jobseeker’s Allowance - for those aged 18 to 
24 years of age 

109.89

Disability Allowance 359.32
Farm Assist 13.36
Back to Education Allowance 10.89
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance 7.12
Community Employment 27.86
TÚS 7.41
Rural Social Scheme 4.20
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 42.25
Part-Time Job Incentive 0.80
  
Total Social Assistance Schemes 1,420.56
Total Social Assistance and Insurance Per-
sonal Rates

1,933.22

Total Qualified Child Increase  574.53
Overall Total  2,507.75

30/07/2020WRKK01300Qualified Child Allowance

30/07/2020WRKK01400802. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the qualified child increase for the over 12s by 
€5. [19999/20]

30/07/2020WRKK01500803. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the qualified child increase for the under 12s 
by €5. [20000/20]

30/07/2020WRKK01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 802 and 803 together.

The estimated full year cost of increasing the Qualified Child Increase for children age un-
der 12 by €5 is €61.46 million.  The full year cost of increasing the Qualified Child Increase for 
children age 12 and over by €5 is estimated to be €38.81 million. 

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2020.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients.  

It should also be noted that these costings include Back to Work Family Dividend payments, 
where relevant.

30/07/2020WRKK01800One-Parent Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK01900804. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the age limit for the one-parent family payment 
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to 14 years. [20001/20]

30/07/2020WRKK02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The full year cost of increasing the age limit of the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) to 14 
would be very difficult to estimate with any great accuracy. 

There are a number of significant barriers to undertaking such a costing exercise.  Firstly, 
an increase in the age limits could result in a cohort of lone parents that are currently not in re-
ceipt of a social welfare payment becoming eligible and therefore moving onto a social welfare 
payment.  As members of this cohort are not currently in receipt of a social welfare payment it 
would be difficult to for the Department to estimate the numbers involved. 

Secondly, some customers could seek to move from alternative payments such as Jobseek-
ers Allowance (JA), the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST) and the Back to Work Family 
Dividend (BTWFD) back to the OFP.  Again, it would be difficult for the Department to esti-
mate the magnitude of this flow between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Thirdly, such changes would also increase the incidence of dual payments of OFP and the 
Working Family Payment (WFP).  It is not possible to predict the impact on payments as a re-
sult of the interaction between both schemes without having detailed knowledge of individuals’ 
working patterns and the degree to which these might change.  

These factors are critical to providing a reliable costing.  The Department is therefore not in 
a position to provide the costing requested.

30/07/2020WRKK02100Jobseeker’s Payments

30/07/2020WRKK02200805. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing jobseeker’s payments for those aged under 24 
years of age to the full maximum rate of €203. [20002/20]

30/07/2020WRKK02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
An age related jobseeker’s allowance rate of €112.70 generally applies to young jobseekers 
aged 18-24 to incentivise them to engage in education or training to improve their chances of 
obtaining full time sustainable employment.  If a young jobseeker participates in education or 
training they can receive the maximum weekly personal rate of up to €203.  The Youth Employ-
ment Support Scheme (YESS) is a work experience placement programme which is specifically 
targeted at young jobseekers aged 18-24 years of age who are long-term unemployed or who 
face barriers to employment. Young jobseekers who participate in this scheme receive a maxi-
mum weekly payment of €229.20. 

Reduced rates do not apply to all young people under 25 including those with a qualified 
child, those who were in the care of the Child and Family Agency, or TUSLA, during the 12 
months before they reached 18 or those who are living independently and in receipt of State 
housing supports. 

The full year cost of restoring young persons under 25 years of age on the reduced rates of 
jobseeker’s allowance, based on existing recipients, to the rate of €203 per week would be ap-
proximately €76 million.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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30/07/2020WRKK02400Child Benefit

30/07/2020WRKK02500806. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of making a one-off annual double payment of child benefit 
to recipients. [20003/20]

30/07/2020WRKK02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The estimated cost of providing a one-off double monthly payment of Child Benefit is €172.7m.  

The cost provided is based on a double monthly child benefit payment in one month of the 
year and is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2020. 

30/07/2020WRKK02700Child Benefit

30/07/2020WRKK02800807. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of extending child benefit to 18 year olds still in secondary 
school. [20004/20]

30/07/2020WRKK02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Child benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children 
until their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child benefit 
is currently paid, as of end-June 2020, to over 639,300 families in respect of over 1.2 million 
children.  The estimated expenditure on Child Benefit in 2019 is in excess of €2 billion.

Analysis of data from the Department of Education and Skills, and Child Benefit data, 
indicate that there were up to 25,901 students aged 17 & 18 year in full-time secondary educa-
tion during the 2019/2020 academic year.  Based on these figures, the estimated annual cost of 
extending eligibility for Child Benefit to include 18 year olds in full-time secondary education 
is in the region of €56.1 million. 

Any change to Child Benefit involves significant cost implications, and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context.

30/07/2020WRKK03000Carer’s Support Grant

30/07/2020WRKK03100808. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the carer’s support grant to €2,000. [20005/20]

30/07/2020WRKK03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The estimated full year cost of increasing the Carer’s Support Grant from €1700 to €2000 is 
€41.9 million. This cost is subject to change in line with emerging trends.

30/07/2020WRKK03300Jobseeker’s Payments

30/07/2020WRKK03400809. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the cut-off age of the jobseeker’s transitional 
payment to 18. [20006/20]

30/07/2020WRKK03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
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My Department provides a number of options for income support to lone parents once their en-
titlement to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) ceases.  These include the Jobseeker’s Tran-
sitional Payment (JST) payment where the youngest child is aged 7-13 years (inclusive) and the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) payment which may be paid to lone parents where the youngest 
child is aged 14 or over.  The Working Family Payment (WFP), is also available to lone parents 
who are working 19 or more hours per week.  Lone parents who move to WFP may also apply 
for the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD). 

I am advised that the cost of increasing the age limit for a qualified child for the jobseeker’s 
transitional payment (JST) until the youngest child reaches 18 is not easily estimated as there 
are significant barriers to undertaking such an exercise.  For example, customers may no longer 
be within the welfare system, while others could seek to move from alternative payments such 
as Jobseekers Allowance (JA), the Working Family Payment (WFP) and the Back to Work 
Family Dividend (BTWFD) back to JST.  It would be difficult for my Department to estimate 
the magnitude of this flow into and between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Likewise, I am advised that the number of young people who are 18 years of age and over 
who are still in secondary education, and the proportion of those who are the children of lone 
parents in receipt of benefits, is not readily available or easily estimated.  As these unknown 
factors are critical to providing a reliable estimate, the Department is not in a position to provide 
a full-year cost as requested by the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRKK03600Working Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK03700810. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of reducing the working family payment hours threshold to 
lone parents from 19 to 15 hours. [20007/20]

30/07/2020WRKK03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up 
for employees on low earnings with children.  It is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low 
paid workers with child dependents and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment.  
To qualify for Working Family Payment, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable em-
ployment which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 
hours per fortnight or 19 hours per week. 

A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the qualification criteria. The 
applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally resides with them or is sup-
ported by them. The average family income must also be below a specified amount which varies 
according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The estimated annual expenditure on Working Family Payment in 2019 is approximately 
€397.2 million.  As of June 2020 the support is paid to approximately 50,500 families in respect 
of some 113,500 children.

It is important that Working Family Payment does not inadvertently subsidise unsustain-
ably low earnings, or encourage employers to offer minimal hours of employment.  The policy 
objective of Working Family Payment, as an incentive to take up and remain in work, could be 
compromised if the nature of the work taken up is not sustainable. 

Reducing the “hours worked” requirement for Working Family Payment would also have 
significant expenditure implications due to inflows into the scheme, which are difficult to quan-
tify and would have to be considered in an overall budgetary context.  Furthermore, data re-
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garding the number of families working between 15-18 hours and who are earning below the 
relevant Working Family Payment thresholds is not currently available, which means it is not 
possible to estimate a full year cost of reducing the hours. 

A review of the operation of Working Family Payment completed by my Department in 
2018 found that the current range of supports works very well for the vast majority of families 
and facilitates an element of choice which allows them to select the option which best suits their 
needs.

30/07/2020WRKK03900Working Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK04000811. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the average working family payment by 10%. 
[20008/20]

30/07/2020WRKK04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Working Family Payment is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for em-
ployees on low earnings with children.  It is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low paid 
workers with child dependents and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment.  To 
qualify for Working Family Payment, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employ-
ment which is expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours 
per fortnight or 19 hours per week. 

The estimated annual expenditure on Working Family Payment in 2019 is approximately 
€397.2 million.  As of June 2020 the support is paid to approximately 50,500 families in respect 
of some 113,500 children.

The average Working Family Payment rate is €143.84 per recipient per week.  Increasing 
this by 10%, or €14.38, would result in an average weekly rate of €158.22.  If all working fam-
ily payments were to be increased by €14.38 based on the current number of recipients it is 
estimated it would cost approximately €37.8m per year.

A review of the operation of Working Family Payment completed by this Department in 
2018 found that the current range of supports works very well for the vast majority of families 
and facilitates an element of choice which allows them to select the option which best suits their 
needs.

30/07/2020WRKK04200One-Parent Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK04300812. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full year cost of raising the cut-off age of the one parent family payment 
scheme to 14 years. [20009/20]

30/07/2020WRKK04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The full year cost of increasing the age limit of the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) to 14 
would be very difficult to estimate with any great accuracy. 

There are a number of significant barriers to undertaking such a costing exercise.  Firstly, 
an increase in the age limits could result in a cohort of lone parents that are currently not in re-
ceipt of a social welfare payment becoming eligible and therefore moving onto a social welfare 
payment.  As members of this cohort are not currently in receipt of a social welfare payment it 
would be difficult to for the Department to estimate the numbers involved. 
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Secondly, some customers could seek to move from alternative payments such as Jobseek-
ers Allowance (JA), the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST) and the Back to Work Family 
Dividend (BTWFD) back to the OFP.  Again, it would be difficult for the Department to esti-
mate the magnitude of this flow between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Thirdly, such changes would also increase the incidence of dual payments of OFP and the 
Working Family Payment (WFP).  It is not possible to predict the impact on payments as a re-
sult of the interaction between both schemes without having detailed knowledge of individuals’ 
working patterns and the degree to which these might change.  

These factors are critical to providing a reliable costing.  The Department is therefore not in 
a position to provide the costing requested.

30/07/2020WRKK04500One-Parent Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK04600813. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for one parent family 
payment to €175. [20010/20]

30/07/2020WRKK04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the One Parent Family Pay-
ment to €175 per week is €4.6 million. 

The above costing is based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €175 per week as of May 2019.  

The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. 

There would be additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to cal-
culate and have not been factored into the above costing.

30/07/2020WRKK04800One-Parent Family Payment

30/07/2020WRKK04900814. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the one parent fam-
ily payment to €175 and increasing the age limit for the payment to 14 years of age. [20011/20]

30/07/2020WRKK05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the One Parent Family Pay-
ment to €175 per week is €4.6 million. 

The above costing is based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €175 per week as of May 2019.  

The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. There would be 
additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to calculate and have not 
been factored into the above costings. 

The full year cost of increasing the age limit of the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) to 14 
would be very difficult to estimate with any great accuracy. 
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There are a number of significant barriers to undertaking such an exercise.  Firstly, an in-
crease in the age limits could result in a cohort of lone parents that are currently not in receipt 
of a social welfare payment becoming eligible and therefore moving onto a social welfare 
payment.  As members of this cohort are not currently in receipt of a social welfare payment it 
would be difficult to for the Department to estimate the numbers involved. 

Secondly, some customers could seek to move from alternative payments such as Jobseek-
ers Allowance (JA), the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST) and the Back to Work Family 
Dividend (BTWFD) back to the OFP.  Again, it would be difficult for the Department to esti-
mate the magnitude of this flow between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Thirdly, such changes would also increase the incidence of dual payments of OFP and the 
Working Family Payment (WFP).  It is not possible to predict the impact on payments as a re-
sult of the interaction between both schemes without having detailed knowledge of individuals’ 
working patterns and the degree to which these might change.  

These factors are critical to providing a reliable costing.  The Department is therefore not in 
a position to provide the costing requested.

30/07/2020WRKK05100Child Maintenance Payments

30/07/2020WRKK05200815. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of establishing a child maintenance service similar to that 
available in Northern Ireland. [20012/20]

30/07/2020WRKK05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Issues relating to child maintenance are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and 
Equality, who has responsibility for the Family Law Acts, which govern maintenance require-
ments.

However, in order to address child maintenance and liable relative procedures, insofar as 
they relate to schemes in my Department, a Child Maintenance Review Group has been es-
tablished to examine a number of issues regarding child maintenance. Specifically, the group 
is tasked with examining whether there is a case for the establishment of a child maintenance 
agency in Ireland. The group is being chaired by former Circuit Court Judge Catherine Murphy.

The purpose of the Child Maintenance Review Group is to consider and make recommenda-
tions on:

- The current treatment within the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
of child maintenance payments;

- The current provisions relating to the liable relatives regarding child maintenance; and

- The establishment of a State Child Maintenance Agency.

The Child Maintenance Review Group’s work will get underway shortly.

It is envisaged that the Group will undertake a consultation exercise with representative 
groups and the public as part of its work. It is intended that the Group will submit a Report to 
me within twelve months of its establishment.  

At present, it is impossible to estimate the cost of establishing a child maintenance service 
in the State as this will depend on multiple factors, including whether the Child Maintenance 
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Review Group recommends the establishment of such an agency and any functions or remit it 
might have.

30/07/2020WRKK05400State Pensions

30/07/2020WRKK05500816. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of reintroducing the State pension transition scheme for 65 
year olds. [20013/20]

30/07/2020WRKK05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided for the abolition of the State Pension Tran-
sition (SPT) in 2014.  This measure standardised the State pension age for all at 66 years.  

When it existed, SPT was a scheme which allowed those who were retired to get a tran-
sitionary payment between the ages of 65 and 66 years.  The SPT maximum personal rate 
was equivalent to the then maximum rate for the State Pension (Contributory).  Eligibility was 
based on PRSI contributions and credits, and it was not a means tested payment.  It is important 
to note that the conditions and eligibility requirements for SPT were different to those for the 
State Pension (Contributory).  For example, a person had to have a minimum average of 24 
contributions per annum to be eligible for the previous model of SPT whereas an average of 10 
contributions per annum is required for SPC eligibility.  In addition, recipients of the previous 
model of SPT were not eligible for Free Travel, the Household Benefits Package (electricity, 
gas, TV licence) or Living Alone Allowance. 

Based on modelling conducted earlier this year, the Department’s best current estimate for 
the gross cost of reintroducing State Pension Transition (on the same basis as it previously op-
erated) is €293 million for a full year.  It is expected that these costs would be offset somewhat 
by savings of €166 million on Working Age Schemes (arising from recipients transferring from 
these schemes to SPT), giving a net cost of €127 million each year.  These figures are based on 
current payment rates.

This costing was calculated based on analysis of the observed ratio of SPT awards to State 
Pension (Contributory) awards for the period from 2009 to 2012, and projecting this forward in 
terms of estimated recipient numbers in coming years.  It should be noted that these  estimates 
are subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revisions of the estimated 
numbers of recipients.  

There is no statutory retirement age in Ireland.  In relation to the current position for 65 year 
olds, it is hoped that Irish workers, in most cases, will continue to work up to State pension 
age.  Where this is not possible, there are specific measures which apply to someone claiming 
Jobseeker’s Benefit from a date after their 65th birthday.  Social welfare legislation states that 
jobseekers payments may be made until a person reaches pensionable age.  If a person aged 65 
has at least 156 PRSI contribution weeks paid they will continue to receive jobseekers benefit 
even when benefit exhausts until they reach State pension age. 

Ordinarily, those in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment must engage with the Department’s 
activation process. These conditions do not apply to people aged 62 and over.  However, they 
can still avail voluntarily of an array of supports, which are available from my Department if 
they wish to return to work, training or education.  Special arrangements have also been made 
so that people in this age group only have to register with their Intreo Centre once a year and so 
they do not need to “sign on”.  Additionally, their payments will be paid directly into their bank 
accounts if they wish.
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The new Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” proposes an “Early Retirement 
Allowance or Pension” for 65 year olds paid at the same rate as Jobseeker’s Benefit without a 
requirement to sign on, partake in any activation measures or be available for and genuinely 
seeking work.  The new payment will be introduced as early as possible for those who are re-
tired from employment.  Officials in the Department are currently considering the design of the 
scheme and assessing the necessary legislation, ICT system requirements and administrative 
processes required to support the introduction of this payment.     

The public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustainable and adequate State 
pension system are complex.  Therefore, the Government will establish a Commission on Pen-
sions to examine a range of issues including contributions, calculation methods, sustainability, 
eligibility and intergenerational fairness. The Terms of Reference for the Commission on Pen-
sions are currently being developed and options for its membership are being considered. Pro-
posals will be brought to Government in that regard as soon as possible.  The Commission is to 
report to Government by June 2021 and the Government will take action, having regard to the 
recommendations of the Commission, within six months.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRKK05700State Pensions

30/07/2020WRKK05800817. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of maintaining the State pension retirement age at 66. 
[20014/20]

30/07/2020WRKK05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustainable and adequate State pen-
sion system are complex.  Therefore, the Government is establishing a Commission on Pen-
sions to examine a range of issues including contributions, calculation methods, sustainability, 
eligibility and intergenerational fairness.

The Terms of Reference for the Commission on Pensions are currently being developed and 
options for its membership are being considered.  Proposals will be brought to Government in 
that regard as soon as possible.  It is anticipated that the Commission will be considering sub-
missions from a wide range of stakeholders, including key NGOs in the area.

Once it has concluded its deliberations, the Commission will report to Government by June 
of next year.  In the meantime, pending its report and decisions taken on its recommendations, 
this Government has clearly stated that the state pension age will remain at 66 years and will 
not be increased to 67 in January 2021 as currently legislated for.  This will require amend-
ment to primary legislation and the Government will bring the necessary legislation before the 
Oireachtas later this year.

Based on modelling conducted earlier this year, the Department’s best current estimate for 
the additional net costs per annum of not increasing State Pension Age in 2021 range from c. 
€180 million in 2021 (due to a first year effect) to an average of over €400 million per annum 
thereafter, with this increasing every year.  These estimates are for net costs and take into con-
sideration additional increases or reductions arising in PRSI receipts, movements from other 
social welfare schemes, and secondary benefit entitlements including Free Travel, Fuel Allow-
ance, Household Benefit Payment and Telephone Allowance.  The estimates are based on cur-
rent rates of payments and do not make any provision for rate increases.  It should be noted that 
these estimates are subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revisions 
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of the estimated numbers of recipients.

The cost of these estimates would be expected to double from 2028, should the State Pen-
sion Age not increase to 68, as is currently legislated for, effective 1st January 2028.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRKK06000Employment Support Services

30/07/2020WRKK06100818. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of replicating the WALK PEER programme in each county. 
[20015/20]

30/07/2020WRKK06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Ability programme is a pre-activation programme for young people with disabilities.  The 
funding for this programme will amount to around €16 million over a three year period and is 
being provided jointly under the EU’s ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learn-
ing (PEIL) Operational Programme 2014-2020 and the Irish Exchequer.  The programme will 
support over 2,600 young people with disabilities between 15 and 29 years of age.  Pobal has 
been contracted by the Department to manage the programme.

The aim of the Ability Programme is to help bring young people with disabilities who are 
not work-ready closer to the labour market through engagement in training and personal de-
velopment activities, which would be followed by an incremental exposure to work. The pro-
gramme is being delivered by 27 community and voluntary groups from around the country, 
selected on foot of a competitive process. The projects being funded have been designed to 
assist young people in their transition from school to further education and employment. This 
will be undertaken using person-centred, case management approaches that support participants 
to achieve their desired employment goals.  

The WALK PEER organisation is funded as a standalone project under the Ability Pro-
gramme and not as a programme in its own right.   The project aims to support 200 young 
people with special educational needs aged 15-24 years within 3 special schools settings to 
develop their employment aspirations, identify their career goals and to experience work in the 
open labour market.  Total Ability funding of €640,848 has been awarded to WALK PEER over 
the course of the 3 year programme.  

If the WALK PEER project was to be replicated on the same scale to an additional 25 coun-
ties, based on a simplistic calculation, this would require additional funding in excess of €5m 
per year.  

Finally, it should be noted that Walkinstown Green Social Enterprises Limited, which is 
wholly owned by WALK Ltd, was also awarded €430,175 under the Ability Programme to fund 
the WALK REAL Project, bringing the total combined amount of funding to WALK Ltd to 
€1,071,023 over the course of the Ability programme.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRKK06300Fuel Allowance

30/07/2020WRKK06400819. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of extending the fuel allowance payment period by one 
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week. [20016/20]

30/07/2020WRKK06500820. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing the fuel allowance by €1. [20017/20]

30/07/2020WRKK06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 819 and 820 together.

The estimated full year cost of extending the Fuel Allowance payment period by one week 
is €9.04 million.  The estimated full year cost of increasing the Fuel Allowance by €1 is €10.33 
million.

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2020 and based on a 28 week fuel season.  It should be noted that these costings 
are subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated 
numbers of recipients for 2021.

30/07/2020WRKK06800Community Employment Schemes

30/07/2020WRKK06900821. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of providing an occupational pension to community employ-
ment supervisors and assistant supervisors that have retired. [20018/20]

30/07/2020WRKK07000822. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of providing an occupational pension to community employ-
ment supervisors and assistant supervisors that are in the role. [20019/20]

30/07/2020WRKK07100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 821 and 822 together.

The issue of pension provision was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, 
chaired by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform from in 2017 and included repre-
sentatives of various Departments with responsibility for funding the community and voluntary 
sector, statutory agencies and also unions representing the CE supervisors.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out for the High Level Forum with input from the 
Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES), on the potential costs of provid-
ing Exchequer support for the establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across 
the Community and Voluntary sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the 
State of between €188 million and €347 million per annum depending on the numbers involved.  

This excluded any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension for 
those imminently retiring, as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, give rise 
to a further Exchequer cost exposure of up to €318 million.

In order to estimate the cost of providing an occupational pension CE Supervisors and As-
sistant Supervisors alone would require additional information and analysis such as: the level 
of pension to be provided; the share of the cost to be borne by each of the parties including 
the State; the number of potential recipients; and factors such as length of service, amongst 
other information.

However, as stated in the High Level Forum report, the establishment of any related pension 
scheme will have to be considered in the wider context of employees across the Community and 
Voluntary sector in Ireland.
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30/07/2020WRLL00200JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL00300823. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of immediately abolishing the JobPath scheme. [20020/20]

30/07/2020WRLL00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The JobPath contract contains provisions for early termination, notwithstanding any dispute 
which may arise and which is covered elsewhere in the contract. Written notice must be served 
on the contractor 6 months in advance of a termination.  The amount of compensation to be 
paid to the service providers is stipulated in the contract.  However, the amount of compensa-
tion, having been separately negotiated with each contractor, is commercially sensitive and its 
publication would place the State at a disadvantage both in terms of the contracts now in place 
and any future procurement that may be undertaken.  In addition to the financial liability, termi-
nation of the contract would have a significant impact on the 600 employees of the contractors, 
their sub-contractors and suppliers. 

It is worth noting that the results of the econometric evaluation of the service, published by 
my Department, indicate that the outcomes for participating jobseekers, both in terms of em-
ployment and earnings, are better than those of non-participants.

30/07/2020WRLL00500Community Employment Schemes

30/07/2020WRLL00600824. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of providing for an additional 1,000 places on the community 
employment scheme. [20021/20]

30/07/2020WRLL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of 
unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for them within 
their communities.  Its objective is to help long-term unemployed people to re-enter the active 
workforce.

The estimated cost of 1,000 places on the CE Scheme for one year is €16.8m, based on 
2020 figures.  When the cost of the underlying DEASP support payment to CE participants is 
removed, the net cost of the additional 1,000 CE places amounts to an estimated €5.6 million 
per annum.

30/07/2020WRLL00800Rural Social Scheme

30/07/2020WRLL00900825. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of providing for an additional 500 places on the rural social 
scheme. [20022/20]

30/07/2020WRLL01000827. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing funding to the rural social scheme by 10%. 
[20024/20]

30/07/2020WRLL01100828. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing funding to Tús by 10%. [20025/20]
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30/07/2020WRLL01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 825 to 828, inclusive, together.

The Tús scheme provides work placements for a twelve month period for those who are 
fully unemployed and on the live register for a year or more.  The Tús initiative helps break the 
cycle of long-term unemployment by providing a work routine and valuable work experience.

The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen/women 
who are currently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain 
services of benefit to rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of 
local farmers and fishermen and participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or 
develop new skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities.

The Tús budget for 2020 is €98 million and the estimated full year cost of a 10% increase in 
funding for Tús would therefore be €9.8 million. 

The RSS budget for 2020 is €54 million and the estimated full year cost of a 10% increase 
in funding for RSS would therefore be €5.4 million. 

Assuming that the existing participants supported by rural social scheme as of 1st January 
2020 remain at the current payment rate, the estimated cost of an additional 500 RSS places for 
a full year is €8.3m. The net additional cost for 500 RSS places for a full year, when Farm/Fish 
Assist payments are taken into account, would be of the order of €2.8m.  

30/07/2020WRLL01300Community Employment Schemes

30/07/2020WRLL01400826. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated full-year cost of increasing funding to community employment by 10%. 
[20023/20]

30/07/2020WRLL01500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of 
unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for them within 
their communities.  Its objective is to help long-term unemployed people to re-enter the active 
workforce.

There are currently just under 21,000 participants on Community Employment.  The budget 
for the programme in 2020 is €349 million.   The estimated cost of a 10% increase in CE fund-
ing would be  approximately €35 million.

  Questions Nos. 827 and 828 answered with Question No. 825.

  Questions Nos. 829 to 831, inclusive, answered with Question No. 795.

30/07/2020WRLL02100Parental Leave

30/07/2020WRLL02200832. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of men and women, respectively that have taken parent’s leave and benefit 
since it was introduced. [20070/20]

30/07/2020WRLL02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Parents leave and benefit was introduced in 2019 and is available to parents of new babies born 



30 July 2020

433

or children adopted from 1st November 2019. This benefit covers two weeks’ paid leave from 
employment/self-employment for each parent within their child’s first year, which can be taken 
as either two consecutive weeks or two separate weeks.  This benefit is in addition to existing 
maternity, adoptive and paternity benefit entitlements. 

As of 27th July 2020, my Department has awarded 5,833 claims for parents benefit.  Of 
these, 3,741 were in respect of applications from women, and 2,092 in respect of applications 
from men. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRLL02400JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL02500833. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons who have been referred to JobPath year on year since it was estab-
lished; and the number of persons referred for a second, third, fourth, fifth time plus, in tabular 
form. [20071/20]

30/07/2020WRLL02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
All labour activation referrals, including JobPath, were suspended in March 2020 in accordance 
with public health guidelines. Engagement continued during this period by phone, email and 
other remote means, where possible. Referrals to contracted public employment services gradu-
ally recommenced from mid-June.  The pause in referrals to JobPath from March to June 2020 
is reflected in the lower 2020 referral figures to date. 

 The most recent information readily available on the number referrals to JobPath by year 
is set out in Table 1 below.  

Table 1 - JobPath referrals by year

 Year JobPath referrals 
 2015  6,591
 2016  65,462
 2017  74,874
 2018  60,957
 2019  50,328
 2020 17,342
 Total 275, 554
The most recent available figures show that 22,220 clients are currently in their second 

engagement having previously completed with the JobPath service. 3,012 have commenced a 
third engagement with the service.  It is important to recognise that these individuals are at least 
three years or more unemployed and as such are very distant from the labour market. When a 
customer has completed their engagement with JobPath they are referred back to the Depart-
ment’s Intreo service where they will receive further assistance from a case officer in their jour-
ney towards employment. This can include being referred to education, training or employment 
supports. If a customer has not engaged with such supports within 4 to 6 months they will then 
be eligible for referral to the JobPath service again.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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30/07/2020WRLL02700JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL02800834. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the amount paid to the JobPath providers since it was established, including a breakdown 
of referral fees and sustainment fees. [20072/20]

30/07/2020WRLL02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
From January 2016 to the end of June 2020 total invoices amounted to €243.2m, of which €94m 
was in respect of referral fees and €149.2m for sustainment fees.  When recoupments of €7.8m 
are taken into account, actual total expenditure amounts to €235.4m.

30/07/2020WRLL03000JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL03100835. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons who have had employment sourced for them through JobPath; and 
the number of persons whose employment was sustained for 13, 26, 39 and 52 weeks, respec-
tively. [20073/20]

30/07/2020WRLL03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
JobPath provides a case management based employment advice and counselling service to long 
term unemployed jobseekers. 

To date, some 61,626 jobseekers have commenced employment during their engagement 
period with JobPath.  39,531 had sustained employment for 13 weeks, 31,523 for 26 weeks, 
25,471 for 39 weeks and 20,881 for 52 weeks.

 It should be noted that many clients who are currently engaged with JobPath are still in the 
first phase of the service. They have not yet had sufficient time with the service to have gained 
employment nor sustain that employment for up to 52 weeks.  The measure of performance will 
improve as more clients complete their engagement with the service and have a chance to reach 
52 weeks in employment. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRLL03300JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL03400836. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of times JobPath providers have reported jobseekers to her Department for 
non-engagement with the scheme since it was established. [20074/20]

30/07/2020WRLL03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
In the normal course of business the JobPath service providers will regularly submit non-en-
gagement notifications to the Department. This is an administrative function which is not neces-
sarily indicative of any particular outcome. In the majority of cases the client will be contacted 
and the appointment will be rescheduled. Some clients may have multiple non-engagements 
recorded without penalty.  

 In total, since the JobPath service commenced, 17,998 or 6.9%, of the 259,275  clients who 
had engaged with the JobPath service (up to the end of January 2020) have had, at some point 
during their engagement period, a penalty rate applied to their payment.  These figures are con-
sistent with the overall level of penalty rates applied to jobseekers in activation. 
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRLL03600JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL03700837. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of penalties that have been applied to jobseeker’s rates for non-engagement 
with JobPath since it was established. [20075/20]

30/07/2020WRLL03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Penalty rates were introduced in 2011 as a means of encouraging jobseekers to engage with ac-
tivation measures and to co-operate with efforts of the Department to assist them in securing 
employment.  The Department is committed, under Pathways to Work, to incentivise the take-
up of activation opportunities, and this includes implementing sanctions for failure to engage 
where appropriate.

All jobseekers are required to engage with my Department’s activation service and this ob-
ligation applies irrespective of whether the service is provided by my Department’s own Case 
Officers, or those contracted through the Local Employment Service (LES), or by the JobPath 
providers.  However contracted providers cannot and do not apply penalty rates but are obliged 
to report the facts and circumstances of a case to a Deciding Officer of my Department, who on 
careful consideration, may apply a penalty rate, where appropriate. 

As of the end of January 2020, there were 59,964 clients engaged with JobPath of whom 
430, or 0.7%, had a penalty rate applied to their claim.  This figure is consistent with the overall 
level of penalty rates applied to Jobseekers in activation.  

In total, since the JobPath service commenced, 17,998 or 6.9%, of the 259,275  clients who 
had engaged with the JobPath service (up to the end of January 2020) have had, at some point 
during their engagement period, a penalty rate applied to their payment.

Due to the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic, the application of penalty rates has been sus-
pended since March 2020.

30/07/2020WRLL03900JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL04000838. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the oversight her Department has had on JobPath providers; and the number of inspections, 
both notified and unannounced, respectively, that have been carried out. [20076/20]

30/07/2020WRLL04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
There are a number of key features which enable my Department to monitor all aspects of the 
JobPath providers’ performance and ensure contract compliance.   

Every participant is provided with a service guarantee - a baseline level of service cover-
ing frequency of engagement, personal progression planning, geographic accessibility and in-
employment support.   

As part of their contractual obligations, the provider is required to have a comprehensive 
Complaints Process and this is advertised in all JobPath provider office locations.  The process 
contains various levels of escalation, allowing complaints to be dealt with at a level appropriate 
to the concern.    
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Should a customer remain dissatisfied having exhausted the contractor’s Complaint Pro-
cess, they can request my Department to carry out a review.  In this way it can be established 
if the complaint has been fully dealt with, and in a fair and reasonable manner.  If the customer 
remains dissatisfied following a review, they have the option to refer the matter to the Office of 
the Ombudsman.   

As at end of June 2020, a total of 111 inspections have been carried out at JobPath service 
delivery locations; 66 have been notified and 45 were un-notified.   

The inspections monitor compliance with the service level agreement and the contract gen-
erally, including, for example, the suitability and standard of accommodation, staffing levels, 
Irish language compliance, customer service and customer feedback, checking the client’s Per-
sonal Progression Plan, Review Meetings compliance, the checking of Job Sustainment Fee 
Evidence Types and Exit Plans.  The inspections will be conducted for the duration of the Job-
Path contract.   

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRLL04200JobPath Programme

30/07/2020WRLL04300839. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her Department has had engagement with JobPath providers since the start of the 
Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020. [20077/20]

30/07/2020WRLL04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My officials hold regular meetings with both JobPath contractors as part of the normal contract 
management process. Since the onset of the Covid-19 restrictions these meetings have taken 
place via conference calls.

Referrals to all activation services, including those provided by the JobPath providers, were 
suspended in March in accordance with public health guidelines.  My Department has continued 
to liaise with the JobPath providers throughout the Covid-19 pandemic and they have continued 
to engage with their existing clients by phone, email and other electronic means where possible. 

In parallel with the Intreo service, our contracted public employment services, including 
JobPath and the Local Employment Services, resumed activation for new referrals in June.  
My officials were in contact with the various contracted employment services as appropriate 
to ensure they were aware of and implementing the appropriate guidelines for resuming their 
services.

 It is vital to continue to engage with the long term unemployed and other cohorts to ensure 
they do not become further distant from the labour market.  This will be undertaken with due 
regard to public health requirements.

30/07/2020WRLL04500Employment Support Services

30/07/2020WRLL04600840. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will provide further details of her plans as contained in the July stimulus to enhance 
public employment service capacity across the Intreo system including contracted services; the 
contracted services to which she is referring; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20078/20]
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30/07/2020WRLL04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I very much welcome the Jobs Stimulus package which sets out the Government’s substantial 
response to the Covid-19 crisis to provide an impetus to our economic recovery.

My Department’s contribution to that impetus will be to support people without jobs.  My 
Department and the Department of Further and Higher Education and Training, Innovation and 
Research will invest €200 million in: training and education, skills development, a work place-
ment and experience programme, recruitment subsidies and job search advice and assistance 
services.  The purpose of this new  investment, along with the financial provision already in 
place for these measures, is to help those who have lost jobs to find new employment or retrain-
ing opportunities or to develop new skills.

Given the sharp increase in unemployment in recent months there is a requirement to in-
crease the capacity of the Intreo Public Employment Service to support jobseekers through 
jobsearch advice and assistance services.  

My Department will finalise, over the coming weeks, how it will increase this capacity.   
This will include additional case officer staff in Intreo Centres and increasing the capacity of 
the Local Employment Services contracted providers.  My officials will be discussing this with 
these providers and other providers over the coming weeks and will have regard to the appropri-
ate procurement and contract requirements.

30/07/2020WRLL04800Community Employment Schemes

30/07/2020WRLL04900841. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will consider abolishing or extending the three-year rule on community employment 
schemes as a result of lost time on the scheme due to Covid-19 and the difficulties that can be 
experienced in replacing participants in local communities; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20079/20]

30/07/2020WRLL05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Community Employment CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to 
provide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an op-
portunity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

In general, the period of participation on CE is for one year.  However, CE participants who 
are working towards a major award or industry qualification can seek to extend participation by 
up to a further two years.

During the Covid-19 emergency, my Department continued to provide the necessary fund-
ing for CE schemes while also introducing a number of contingency measures.  These measures 
included the extension of all existing CE participant contracts for the duration of the emergency.

Now that the country has begun the process of returning to normal operations and in keep-
ing with the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business, the contingency 
measures have concluded and the recruitment of new CE participants is actively underway.

Those CE participants who had their contracts extended during the emergency period are 
now finishing up on their schemes on a phased basis over the coming period and further exten-
sions will not be granted.  

The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants.  Places on CE will continue to be available to support 
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those who are long term unemployed and furthest removed from the labour market while main-
taining the role of CE as an active labour market programme.

30/07/2020WRLL05100Community Employment Schemes

30/07/2020WRLL05200842. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will consider abolishing or extending the six-year rule on community employment 
schemes for those aged over 55 years of age in view of the fact they are close to pension age; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20080/20]

30/07/2020WRLL05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Community Employment (CE) is a positive initiative that enables the long-term unemployed to 
make a contribution to their communities whilst up-skilling themselves for prospective future 
employment. It helps to break the cycle of unemployment and improve a person’s chances of 
returning to the labour market. 

A number of new conditions were introduced on CE in July 2017 to further support progres-
sion and broaden access to CE to a wider range of people. In general, all CE placements for 
new entrants aged between 21 and 55 years will be for 1 year.  However, CE participants who 
are working towards a major educational or training award can seek to extend participation by 
up to two years to enable them to reach the required standard of qualification. In addition, those 
over 55 years of age can remain on CE for three years. 

An overall lifetime limit of 6 years will apply to all CE participants (7 years for those from 
a disability payment). A person may re-qualify for CE after 12 months of being in receipt of a 
qualifying payment, provided they have not reached their lifetime limit. 

Participants over age 62 are allowed to participate on a continuous basis up to the State 
Pension age on the CE Service Support Stream (SSS), subject to availability of places on the 
SSS, satisfactory performance on the scheme and to annual approval by the Department. The 
places allocated for these participants within each individual CE scheme are subject to limita-
tion criteria. 

The Department has no current plans to abolish or to extend the six-year rule on CE schemes 
for those aged over 55.  I am mindful of ensuring that there is capacity on the scheme, within 
the financial allocation available to my Department, to enable new jobseekers access the work 
experience and training opportunities available through Community Employment.

30/07/2020WRLL05400Rural Social Scheme

30/07/2020WRLL05500843. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will remove the six-year rule for participants on the rural social scheme and revert 
to allowing participants remain on the scheme until they reach pension age in view of the fact 
that those on the scheme are primarily in their 50s and 60s and would struggle to find full-time 
employment following six years on the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20081/20]

30/07/2020WRLL05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Rural Social scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen who are cur-
rently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain services of 
benefit to rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of local farmers 
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and fishermen and the participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or develop 
new skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities.

A six-year time limit was introduced for new entrants to the RSS scheme with effect from 
1st February 2017.  Prior to this an RSS participant could spend their entire working life on the 
scheme, resulting in a very limited turnover of places and few opportunities for new entrants.  
The six year participation limit ensures that opportunities are made available to participate in 
the scheme for new entrants to the scheme who may satisfy the qualifying criteria.  RSS partici-
pants who commenced on the scheme prior to 1st   February 2017 can remain on the scheme for 
as long as they continue to remain eligible.  

I would like to reiterate that I and the Department strongly support the work being done 
through the RSS and the vital role such schemes are playing in local communities, including 
supporting social services across the entire country.  Eligibility criteria for all of the Depart-
ment’s employment support schemes are regularly reviewed to ensure the best outcomes for 
both participants and their communities. 

30/07/2020WRLL05700Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

30/07/2020WRLL05800844. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the waiting time for each application for social welfare payments, in tabular form. 
[20082/20]

30/07/2020WRLL05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The information requested (where available) by the Deputy is detailed in the attached tabular 
statement. 

Average time to award scheme claims at end of June 2020 

Scheme Average weeks to award
State Pension (Contributory) 3
Widow(er)’s Contributory Pension 1
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 5
Jobseeker’s Allowance 1
Jobseeker’s Benefit 2
One-Parent Family Payment 3
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Basic 1
Maternity Benefit 6
Paternity Benefit 6
Parents Benefit 1
Carer’s Allowance 5
Carer’s Benefit 4
Disability Allowance 7
Invalidity Pension 7
Illness Benefit 1
Occupational Injury Benefit 1
Child Benefit 2
Working Family Payment  (New Claims) 1
Domiciliary Care Allowance 7
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Scheme Average weeks to award
Household Benefits 1
Free Travel 1

30/07/2020WRLL06000Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

30/07/2020WRLL06100845. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the waiting time for each social welfare payment under appeal, in tabular form. [20083/20]

30/07/2020WRLL06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

The information requested by the Deputy regarding the waiting time for appeals in respect 
of each social welfare scheme is contained in the table below.

The time taken to process an appeal reflects a number of factors including that the appeals 
process is a quasi-judicial process with Appeals Officers being required to decide all appeals 
on a ‘de-novo’ basis.  In addition, appeals decisions are themselves subject to review by the 
High Court and decisions have to be formally written up to quasi-judicial standards.  Other fac-
tors that influence appeals processing times include the quality of the initial decision – in this 
respect the Department has changed the decisions process in respect of medical schemes, in 
order to provide more information to the claimant.  It is expected that this will help to reduce 
the number of appeals over time.

Significant efforts and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeal process in re-
cent years.  As a result, appeal processing times in respect of all schemes generally improved 
between 2012 and 2019 from 39.5 weeks for an oral hearing in 2012 to 26.9 weeks in 2019, and 
from 27.8 weeks for a summary decision in 2012 to 22.1 weeks in 2019. 

Processing performance has in the past number of years been affected by a relatively large 
number of retirements in the Appeals Office - although these staff have been replaced it takes 
time for a new Appeals Officer to reach full productivity.  Nevertheless, the latest data for the 
period January to June 2020 shows a further improvement of 25.6 weeks for an oral hearing 
and 17.6 weeks for a summary decision. Further improvements in appeals processing times is a 
priority for the Chief Appeals Officer.   

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

Appeal Processing Times by Scheme 1 January 2020– 30 June 2020

 Average processing time 
(weeks)
Summary Decisions

Average processing 
time (weeks)
Oral Hearings

Blind Person’s Pension 33.4 38.6
Carer’s Allowance 13.1 21.7
Carer’s Benefit 18.1 23.0
Child Benefit 32.2 37.7
Disability Allowance 12.1 18.3
Illness Benefit 34.2 28.1
Death Benefit 40.9 -
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 Average processing time 
(weeks)
Summary Decisions

Average processing 
time (weeks)
Oral Hearings

Partial Capacity Benefit 41.3 52.2
Domiciliary Care Allowance 24.1 31.8
Deserted Wife’s Benefit 23.4 60.4
Farm Assist 22.1 22.8
Working Family Payment 20.5 30.2
Invalidity Pension 22.6 31.4
Maternity Benefit 26.4 -
Paternity Benefit 28.6 -
One Parent Family Payment 23.1 31.8
State Pension (Contributory) 29.2 31.3
State Pension (Non-Contributory) 27.8 34.6
Bereavement Grant 21.0 -
Occupational Injury Benefit 29.3 28.1
Disablement Pension 28.5 29.8
Medical Care 28.0 -
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 20.9 -
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 26.9 39.3
Jobseeker’s Allowance (Means) 20.3 31.7
Jobseeker’s Allowance (Payments) 19.5 34.3
Back To Work Family Dividend 19.9 -
Jobseeker’s Transitional 21.5 27.6
Jobseeker’s Benefit 17.7 23.7
Jobseeker’s Benefit Self Employed 13.3 -
Incapacity Supplement 17.0 -
Treatment Benefit 22.7 -
Recoverable Benefits & Assistance 33.3 -
Carer’s Support Grant 16.3 23.8
Insurability of Employment 33.8 83.7
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 15.4 27.9
Widow/Widower’s Pension (Contribu-
tory)

38.2 33.1

Widow/Widower’s Pension (Non-Con-
tributory)

27.5 35.5

Widowed Parent Grant 29.1 -
All Appeals 17.6 25.6

30/07/2020WRLL06225Rural Transport Services

30/07/2020WRLL06250846. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to further invest in RuralLink; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20088/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys):



Questions - Written Answers

442

I understand that the Deputy’s question relates to the Local Link Service and, accordingly, 
should be directed to the Minister for Climate Action, Communication Networks and Transport, 
who has responsibility for this service.

30/07/2020WRLL06300Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRLL06400847. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to put in place additional resources, including additional medical staff, to 
deal with a Covid-19 breakout on the islands; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20089/20]

30/07/2020WRLL06500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I would respectfully suggest that the Deputy should direct this question to my colleague, the 
Minister for Health. 

30/07/2020WRLL06600Pensions Reform

30/07/2020WRLL06700848. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will elaborate on the commitment in the programme for Government to establish a 
commission on pensions; when this commission will be set up; the way in which the member-
ship will be made up; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20090/20]

30/07/2020WRLL06800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustainable and adequate State pen-
sion system are complex.  Therefore, the Government is establishing a Commission on Pen-
sions to examine a range of issues including contributions, calculation methods, sustainability, 
eligibility and intergenerational fairness.  

The Terms of Reference for the Commission on Pensions are currently being developed and 
options for its membership are being considered.  Proposals will be brought to Government in 
that regard as soon as possible.  It is anticipated that the Commission will be considering sub-
missions from a wide range of stakeholders, including key NGOs in the area.

Once it has concluded its deliberations, the Commission will report to Government by June 
of next year.  In the meantime, pending its report and decisions taken on its recommendations, 
this Government has clearly stated that the state pension age will remain at 66 years and will 
not be increased to 67 in January 2021 as currently legislated for.  This will require amend-
ment to primary legislation and the Government will bring the necessary legislation before the 
Oireachtas later this year.

This Government is acutely conscious of the need to consider the sustainability of the State’s 
finances.  However, this is not the only consideration when thinking of the State pension age.  
The State Pension is the bedrock of the pension system in Ireland.  It is extremely effective at 
ensuring that our pensioners do not experience poverty.  The Government is committed to en-
suring that this remains the case.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 849 answered with Question No. 801.

Social Welfare Inspections
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850. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of inspections that have been carried out in airports and ports here to enforce a ban 
on holiday travel abroad during the Covid-19 crisis; and the number of persons that have had 
their social welfare payments cut as a result up to 27 July 2020. [20093/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since June 2012, the Department’s social welfare inspectors have been undertaking control 
checks at airports and ports. Section 250 (16) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as 
amended, provides the legal basis for these checks.  

While the number of checks has increased significantly in recent months, since the intro-
duction of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), this reflects the very different control 
environment that my Department has been operating in, with large numbers of people leaving 
the country from mid-March due to lock-down measures imposed from the Covid pandemic.   

As I announced in the Dáil yesterday, I have directed my Department to review all cases to 
date where people went on holidays and had their payment stopped. Last evening, my officials 
completed the review of the 2,500 PUP cases where the payment was stopped for travelling 
abroad.  This review has identified some 85 cases that have the potential to be entitled to PUP 
for a holiday period.  My Department will be contacting the 85 individuals in the coming days 
to verify these cases.  

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Social Welfare Inspections

851. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the arrangements involving the transfer of passenger data between airports and ports and 
her Department; the legislative basis of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20128/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department does not have data sharing arrangements with any airports or ports.  It does not 
have access to travel data and nor does it have access to travel locator forms.

  Question No. 852 answered with Question No. 766.

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

853. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the arrangements in place to confirm persons in receipt of the pandemic unemployment 
payment and temporary wage subsidy scheme continue to reside in Ireland; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20216/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department has a number of measures in place to ensure that recipients of payments contin-
ue to reside in the State. These include compliance checks conducted by social welfare inspec-
tors at ports and airports, as well as communications with customers, either written, electronic 
or face-to-face, to confirm that the customer remains resident in the State and continues to meet 
all other eligibility criteria for their payment. 

As I announced in the Dáil yesterday, I have directed my Department to review all PUP 



Questions - Written Answers

444

cases to date where people went on holidays and had their payment stopped.  Last evening, my 
officials completed the review of the 2,500 PUP cases where the payment was stopped for trav-
elling abroad.  This review has identified some 85 cases that have the potential to be entitled to 
PUP for a holiday period.  My Department will be contacting these individuals over the coming 
days to verify their cases.  

As the operation of the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme is not under my remit, I would 
direct the Deputy to my colleague, the Minister for Finance, in the relation to that scheme.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

854. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on whether the decision to exclude workers that live in the Northern Ireland 
and work here where they pay their taxes was not an EU regulation as previously stated by 
her predecessor; her further views on whether the pandemic unemployment payment can be 
extended to such workers; if the payment will be extended; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20223/20]

30/07/2020WRMM01500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID 19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment is an income support payment for employ-
ees and self-employed resident in the State and who are unemployed due to a downturn in eco-
nomic activity related to COVID 19.  Where a person is resident in Northern Ireland and work-
ing in Ireland and becomes fully unemployed due to the effects of the pandemic they are not 
entitled to the COVID19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment. They need to apply for income 
supports that may be available to them in Northern Ireland.  

This is consistent with the rules for Jobseekers Benefit regarding the competent State where-
by the Member State of residence is competent for the payment of Unemployment Benefits 
in the case of wholly unemployed frontier workers.  Under the current EU rules, as set out in 
Article 65 of Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
29 April 2004 on the coordination of social security systems, the Member State of residence 
is competent for the payment of Unemployment Benefits in the case of wholly unemployed 
frontier workers.   

This issue was also raised with me during the Seanad debate on the Financial Provisions 
(Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 on foot of which I have asked my department to consider the 
points raised in that debate. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for you.

Youth Services

855. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons that have participated on the youth employment support scheme 
since it was established; the number of host organisations that signed up to provide the scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20224/20]

30/07/2020WRMM01800856. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the amount drawn down under the Irish Youth Guarantee as part of the youth employ-
ment support scheme. [20225/20]



30 July 2020

445

30/07/2020WRMM01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 855 and 856 together.

The Youth Employment Support Scheme (YESS) was introduced on 1st October 2018 
and has been open to applications since that date.

YESS is targeted at young jobseekers aged between 18 and 24 who are long-term unem-
ployed or who face barriers to employment. The scheme aims to provide jobseekers with the 
opportunity to learn basic work and social skills in a supportive environment while on a work 
placement. The scheme will provide a supportive structure for participants, including case 
worker support for both placement hosts and jobseekers.

Since the scheme’s inception, a total of 820 people have commenced a placement, while 
there are currently 120 participants on the YESS.  To date, a total of 705 employers have pro-
vided YESS placements.

The type of work experience undertaken by participants involves roles across a number of 
different sectors including - community and voluntary, hospitality and food, ICT and telecoms, 
manufacturing, retail, sales and marketing, science and healthcare and construction.

The total expenditure on the YESS from 2018 to date is €3,095,371 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Jobseeker’s Payments

857. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons aged 18 to 24 years of age in receipt of the reduced rate of job-
seeker’s payment; the number of persons aged 18 to 24 years of age that live independently and 
therefore receive the maximum rate; the number of persons in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment; 
and the number of 65 year olds that receive jobseeker’s allowance and jobseeker’s benefit. 
[20226/20]

30/07/2020WRMM02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
A reduced rate generally applies for younger jobseeker’s allowance recipients aged 18-24 for 
the purpose of providing a strong financial incentive to participate in education or training to 
improve their chances of obtaining sustainable full time employment. Currently the weekly 
personal rate for jobseeker’s allowance recipients aged 18-24 years is €112.70. 

Reduced rates do not apply to all young people under 25, such as those with a qualified 
child and those who were in the care of the Child and Family Agency, or TUSLA, during the 
12 months before they reached 18.  Reduced rates do not apply to young jobseekers who are 
living independently and are in receipt of State housing supports. Further, if a young jobseeker 
participates in education or training they will receive the maximum personal rate which is €203 
per week.

For this reason I am advised that it is not possible to identify current recipients receiving the 
personal rate of €203 per week solely due to living independently and receipt of a housing sup-
port.  Breakdowns of the number of young jobseekers at the end of June 2020 are provided in 
Table 1.

Table 2 provides details on total recipient numbers and on those aged over 65 in receipt of 
Jobseeker’s Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit at the end of June 2020.  
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Table 1: Recipients of Jobseeker’s Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit aged 18 to 24 years 
at the end of June 2020

- No.
Jobseeker’s Allowance Full Rate recipients 
aged 18 to 24

2,247

Jobseeker’s Allowance Reduced Rate re-
cipients aged 18 to 24

15,429

Jobseeker’s Allowance total recipients aged 
18 to 24

17,676

Jobseeker’s Benefit Full Rate recipients 
aged 18 to 24

2,058

Jobseeker’s Benefit Reduced Rate recipients 
aged 18 to 24

1,909

Jobseeker’s Benefit total recipients aged 18 
to 24

3,967

Table 2: Total number of Jobseeker’s in receipt of a payment and those aged over 65.

- No.
Total number of Jobseeker’s Allowance re-
cipients

139,317

Total number of Jobseeker’s Benefit recipi-
ents

38,356

Total 177,673
Jobseeker’s Allowance recipients aged over 
65 

2,209

Jobseeker’s Benefit recipients aged over 65 2,290
Total 4,499

Social Insurance

858. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her attention has been drawn to the fact that a company (details supplied) which is using 
the temporary wage subsidy scheme has placed employees on a J9 category of PRSI which is 
not a reckonable contribution to the State pension (contributory) in view of the fact the Rev-
enue Commissioners state that it is intended that employees whose employer is on the tempo-
rary wage subsidy scheme will be allocated social insurance contributions appropriate to their 
normal employment status for the duration of the scheme which is the purpose of the Social 
Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Bill 2020; the steps she will take to ensure that employees 
do not unknowingly lose out on PRSI contributions; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20227/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Government introduced a number of measures 
to assist employers whose businesses were significantly disrupted by the onset of the Covid-19 
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pandemic.  One of the main measures was the temporary wage subsidy scheme operated by the 
Revenue Commissioners.   

The legislation underpinning the temporary wage subsidy scheme requires employers, for 
the purposes of their PAYE obligations, to record a J9 PRSI class for each employee in respect 
of whom a subsidy is being claimed.  The subsidy paid in respect of specified employees to 
qualifying employers under the temporary wage subsidy scheme is not subject to any contribu-
tion charge.  Employers are required to pay a nominal contribution charge on any wages paid 
to their employees in addition to the wage subsidy.  This contribution covers employees for oc-
cupational injuries benefits only and not to a range of other social insurance benefits.     

In the exceptional circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to ensure that former employees entitled to receive the pandemic unemployment payment 
or employees in respect of whom a temporary wage subsidy is claimed by their employers, do 
not have their social insurance contribution records interrupted or otherwise adversely affected. 

To this end, I am bringing legislation to the Houses of the Oireachtas this week by means 
of the Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Bill 2020.  This Bill contains provisions for 
the attribution of contributions for a specified number of weeks to people whose salaries were 
supported by the temporary wage subsidy scheme as well as people entitled to the pandemic 
unemployment payment. These attributed contributions will have the same value, as far as ac-
cessing the range of social insurance benefits is concerned, as the contribution last paid by the 
people concerned before becoming a participant on the subsidy scheme or being laid off work 
due to the pandemic.

These legislative provisions are important to protect the future benefit entitlements of the 
insured persons concerned, to both long-term benefits such as contributory State pensions and 
short term benefits such as maternity benefit.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Enterprise Support Services

859. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the length of time a person must be in receipt of a qualifying payment in order to apply 
for the back to work enterprise allowance as a way to assist persons setting up a new business 
post-Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20228/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The back to work enterprise allowance (BTWEA) is designed to provide a monetary incentive 
for people in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment to develop a business while allow-
ing them to retain a reducing proportion of their payment over two years; 100% in year 1 and 
75% in year 2.  

Since January 2017, jobseekers taking up self-employment are able to access the BTWEA 
after 9 months, down from 12 months previously.  The short term enterprise allowance is imme-
diately available to someone in receipt of a jobseekers benefit payment and remains in payment 
for the remaining duration of their jobseekers benefit entitlement. The July Stimulus package 
provided additional provision to support jobseekers establish self-employment opportunities 
under this scheme and the details are currently being worked through by my officials. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy at this time.
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Back to Education Allowance

860. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will consider relaxing the length of time a person must be in receipt of a qualifying 
payment in order to apply for the back to education allowance as a means of assisting persons 
that want to return to education post-Covid-19 return to employment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20229/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The back to education allowance (BTEA) provides income support for jobseekers and others 
in receipt of certain social welfare payments that pursue courses of education at second or third 
level.  The main focus of the BTEA is to assist qualifying applicants to improve their educa-
tional qualifications and improve their prospects of gaining employment. 

During the course of the roadmap to recovery, we are seeing many people in receipt of the 
Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payment returning to employment.  This is expected to 
continue up to the commencement of the 2020/21 academic year.  

As part of the July stimulus package, the Government announced an extension of the BTEA 
supports to recipients of pandemic unemployment payment to take up education.  The details 
are currently being worked through by officials in my Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter at this time.

  Question No. 861 answered with Question No. 788.

Social Welfare Benefits

862. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the cost of carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 respec-
tively, in tabular form; the additional funding needed to increase the rate for both carer’s al-
lowance and carer’s benefit from €219 to €255; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20316/20]

30/07/2020WRMM03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The cost of Carer’s Allowance and Carer’s Benefit in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 is as fol-
lows;

Carer’s Allowance:

2018 Outturn 2019 Provisional 
Outturn

2020 REV 2020 to end June

€795.4 million €862.4 million €919.0 million €447.1 million
Carer’s Benefit: 

2018 Outturn 2019 Provisional 
Outturn

2020 REV 2020 to end June

€38.6 million €43.3 million €43.2 million €23.4 million
The full year cost of increasing the rate of Carer’s Allowance from €219 to €255 is €124.1 

million.  The full year cost of increasing the rate of Carer’s Benefit from €220 to €255 is €5.2 
million. 
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The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2020.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends. 

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and include Social Welfare Allowance payments, where relevant.

Carer’s Benefit

863. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the cost to her Department of removing the means test from carer’s benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20317/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Government acknowledges the important role that family carers play and is fully commit-
ted to supporting carers in that role. This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for 
Government and the National Carers’ Strategy.

The main income supports to carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  The projected 
expenditure on Carer’s Allowance in 2020 is approximately €919 million.  Combined spending 
on all these payments to carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

Carer’s Benefit is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for 
someone in need of full-time care and attention. Carer’s Benefit is an entitlement based on so-
cial insurance contributions and is not means tested.

Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested payment for carers who look after certain people in 
need of full-time care and attention on a full-time basis.  The means test for Carer’s Allowance 
is one of the most generous in the social welfare system, most notably with regard to spouse’s 
earnings.  The amount of weekly earnings disregarded is €332.50 per week for a single person 
and €665 per week for a couple. A couple with two children can earn in the region of €37,500 
and qualify for the maximum rate of Carer’s Allowance and given the tapered withdrawal ap-
proach, retain a payment of just under half-rate while earning €49,750. A half-rate carer’s al-
lowance is also payable with other welfare payments e.g. pensions and disability payments. 

The conditions attached to payments of Carer’s Allowance are consistent with the overall 
conditions that apply to social assistance payments generally.  This system of social assistance 
supports provides payments based on an income need with the means test playing the critical 
role in determining whether or not an income need arises as a consequence of a particular con-
tingency – be that illness, disability, unemployment or caring.  

The continued application of the means test not only ensures that the recipient has a verifi-
able income need but that resources are targeted to those with greatest need. Abolition of the 
means test for Carer’s Allowance would give rise to a very significant annual cost. Based on 
the number of carers identified in Census 2016, it is estimated that a universal carer’s payment 
could cost in the order of an additional €1.2 billion per annum. 

I will continue to keep the range of supports provided by this Department under review 
and consultations with carer’s representative groups will continue to ensure that the overall 
objectives of the carer income support schemes provided are met. However, any changes to the 
current carer income supports provided by this Department would have implications for overall 
spending and would need to be addressed in an overall budgetary context.  
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I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Social Welfare Eligibility

864. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will remove the rule which restricts persons receiving either carer’s allowance or 
carers benefit from working or studying outside the home for more than fifteen hours per week; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20318/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Government acknowledges the crucial role that family carers play and is fully committed 
to supporting carers in that role. This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for 
Government and in the National Carers’ Strategy. 

The main income supports to carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  The projected 
expenditure on Carer’s Allowance in 2020 is approximately €919 million.  Combined spending 
on all these payments to carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

A primary qualifying condition for the Carer’s Allowance and Carer’s Benefit payments is 
that the applicant provides full-time care and attention to a person in need of such care.  How-
ever, in order to support a carer’s continued attachment to the workforce and broader social 
inclusion, carers may engage in some limited employment, education or training, while still be-
ing regarded as being in a position to provide full-time care.  During this time of employment, 
education or training, adequate provision must be made for the care of the relevant person. 

As part of Budget 2020, the number of hours per week that carers could engage in em-
ployment, education or training outside the home was increased from 15 to 18.5 hours per 
week.  This measure was prioritised in response to carers and carer representative groups who 
found the previous number of 15 hours to be too restrictive, not only for work but for education 
and training purposes. 

I consider the limit of 18.5 hours to represent a reasonable balance between meeting the 
care recipient’s requirement for full-time care and the carer’s need to maintain contact with the 
workforce.  Any proposals for further changes to this condition would need to maintain this 
balance and would have to be considered in an overall budgetary context.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Carer’s Support Grant

865. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons that received carer’s support grant automatically in 2018, 2019 and 
to date in 2020 respectively; the number of persons that were refused and or withdrew their ap-
plication of carer’s support grant in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 respectively; the additional 
funding that would be required to increase this grant from €1,700 to €2,000 in the next budget; 
if she will increase the carer’s support grant from €1,700 to €2,000 in the next budget; if not, 
the reason; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20319/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The main income supports to carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, Car-
er’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Combined spending 
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on all these payments to family carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

The Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment of €1,700 a year for each care recipient 
paid in a single lump sum with no requirement to satisfy a means test. The Carer’s Support 
Grant is payable on the first Thursday in June each year. This is not available for any other 
group nor is there an equivalent payment for carers in any other country in Europe. The Grant 
is paid automatically to people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit or Domiciliary 
Care Allowance.  Other people who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment but who are 
providing full time care and attention are also eligible and can apply for a ‘standalone’ grant. 

The statistics available on the number of grants issued include both those who are paid au-
tomatically as well as those who apply for the standalone grant.  Statistical data is not available 
on those who do not qualify for the grant or the reason why they do not qualify.

In 2019 my Department made payments of over 129,000 Carer’s Support Grants totalling 
€219.54 million. In 2018  almost 120,000 grants were paid to family carers totalling €203.96 
million. 

At the end of June 2020, almost 127,000 grants were paid to carers receiving the Carer’s Al-
lowance, Carer’s Benefit or Domiciliary Care Allowance and to other full-time carers who are 
not receiving any of these payments.  The estimated expenditure on the Carer’s Support Grant 
this year is €237.32 million.

It should be noted that the data for 2020 only covers the grants paid up to the end of June 
2020. It is expected that further applications will be received before the closing date. Applica-
tions for the 2020 grant can be submitted up until 31 December, 2021.

The estimated additional cost of increasing the Carer’s Support Grant from €1,700 to €2,000 
would be of the order of €42m per year.

I will continue to keep the range of supports provided by this Department under review 
and consultations with carer’s representative groups will continue to ensure that the overall 
objectives of the carer income support schemes provided are met. However, any changes to the 
current carer income supports provided by this Department would have implications for overall 
spending and would need to be addressed in an overall budgetary context. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

866. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application for the reduced pandemic unemployment payment by a person (details 
supplied) can be reviewed in view of the fact their details were incorrectly reviewed initially; 
and if their payment can be allocated according to their correct income details. [20323/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
From the 29th June the rate of Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) which a person re-
ceives will depend on their gross weekly employment earnings as follows;

- For those whose prior gross earnings were €200 per week or higher (about 75% of recipi-
ents), the PUP payment rate remains at €350 per week;

- For those whose prior gross earnings were up to €199.99 per week (about 25% of recipi-
ents), the PUP payment rate is €203 per week.
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- A person who was in receipt of JA/JB as a part-time or casual worker immediately prior to 
receipt of PUP will remain on the rate of €350 irrespective of their previous earnings.

The rate of PUP is based on prior earnings notified to Revenue. It is important to note that 
my Department will only accept earnings which have been notified to Revenue and subject to 
PRSI.

For employees – the reference periods are 2019 (full year) and 2020 (January/February).  

Where an employee record was found in 2019 or 2020, assessment was based on the infor-
mation available. A person received the benefit of which ever rate was the more favourable. 

Where no employee record was available, my Department looked in 2018 for self-employ-
ment contributions. The assessment of average weekly earnings is based on the Class S record 
only.

For self-employed persons– the last year for which complete data is available is 2018. This 
is the year which was used. While there are a limited number of Class S returns on record for 
2019, these relate to returns under the PAYE system; in a significant number of cases, these 
returns require further examination, or the data could distort the examination of individual em-
ployee returns for that year. 

The income figure used by my Department, having first been confirmed by the Revenue 
Commissioners is the self-employed income, after the application of capital allowances.  In the 
case of the person concerned this figure is deemed to be €10,200.  My Department uniformly 
applies this rule across all the PUP applications and is consistent in its approach.  Regrettably, 
following of a review of the PUP rate, in the case of the person concerned, the rate remains at 
€203.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

  Question No. 867 answered with Question No. 766.

Carer’s Allowance

868. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of removing the means test from the carer’s allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20446/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Government acknowledges the important role that family carers play and is fully commit-
ted to supporting carers in that role. This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for 
Government and the National Carers’ Strategy. 

The main income supports to carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  The projected 
expenditure on Carer’s Allowance in 2020 is approximately €919 million.  Combined spending 
on all these payments to carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested payment for carers who look after certain people in 
need of full-time care and attention on a full-time basis.  The means test for Carer’s Allowance 
is one of the most generous in the social welfare system, most notably with regard to spouse’s 
earnings.  The amount of weekly earnings disregarded is €332.50 per week for a single person 
and €665 per week for a couple.
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A couple earning a joint annual income of up to €37,500 can qualify for maximum payment 
and, given the tapered withdrawal approach, retain a payment of just under half-rate while earn-
ing €49,750.

A single person may retain a full-rate payment while having an annual income of just under 
€19,000, and retain a payment of just under half-rate while having an annual income of €25,400. 

A half-rate carer’s allowance is also payable with other welfare payments e.g. pensions and 
disability payments. 

The system of social assistance supports provides payments based on an income need.  The 
means test plays a critical role in determining whether or not an income need arises as a conse-
quence of a particular contingency – such as disability, unemployment or caring.   

The continued application of the means test not only ensures that the recipient has a verifi-
able income need but that resources are targeted to those with greatest need. Abolition of the 
means test for Carer’s Allowance would give rise to a very significant annual cost. Based on 
the number of carers identified in Census 2016, it is estimated that a universal carer’s payment 
could cost in the order of an additional €1.2 billion per annum. 

I recognise the valuable role that family carers play in Irish society and will continue to seek 
to improve the supports for carers.  However, any changes must be considered in an overall 
policy and budgetary context.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

869. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons in receipt of unemployment payments by county in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20459/20]

30/07/2020WRMM05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The county breakdowns of persons who have received an unemployment payment, namely Job-
seeker’s Allowance, Jobseeker’s Benefit and the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, for the 
week of July 28th 2020 are included in the tabular statement attached.

The number of recipients of a Pandemic Unemployment Payment, Jobseeker’s Allowance 
or Jobseeker’s Benefit at the 28th of July 2020.

County Name Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment

Jobseekers Allowance Jobseekers Benefit

Carlow   3,365  2,642  724 
Cavan   4,005  2,909  802 
Clare   6,345  4,391  2,126 
Cork 27,844  12,041  5,594 
Donegal   8,989   9,411 2,231 
Dublin  97,826 33,117 13,759 
Galway 15,427  8,387  3,174 

Kerry   9,284  5,630  2,525 
Kildare 12,801  5,536  2,718 
Kilkenny  4,442  3,116  1,042 
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County Name Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment

Jobseekers Allowance Jobseekers Benefit

Laois  3,886  2,724    849 
Leitrim  1,752  1,640   447 
Limerick  11,119 6,080 2,147 
Longford   2,059 2,069    491 
Louth   8,650 5,847  1,637 
Mayo  6,824  5,860  1,629 
Meath 11,492  4,888  2,380 
Monaghan   3,623  2,156    697 
Offaly   3,793   2,797   957 
Roscommon   3,051   2,089   674 
Sligo   3,361   2,959   780 
Tipperary  8,392   6,138  ,702 
Waterford  6,135   5,781                              

1,478 
Westmeath  5,225  3,394  1,144 
Wexford 7,896  7,007  2,098 
Wicklow 8,791  4,231  1,842 
County not stated  473        3    249 
Total  86,850 152,843 55,896 

Social Welfare Inspections

870. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the locations in which social welfare officers have carried out random inspections from 7 
July 2020 to the most recent data available in tabular form. [20523/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
For the purpose of this reply, I am responding to the Deputy on the basis that he is referring to 
checks carried out at ports and airports by social welfare inspectors from my Department.

Since 2012, social welfare inspectors have had legal powers to carry out these checks as part 
of the ongoing control and compliance work they are engaged in.  

Since 7th July 2020, checks have been carried out in Dublin Airport, Dublin Port, Rosslare 
Port and Ringaskiddy Port. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

Parental Leave

871. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if consideration will be given to extending paid parental leave for one parent families 
which would result in them having the same level of support as two parent families; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20524/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Department of Justice and Equality has policy and legal responsibility for parents leave 
and my Department has responsibility for the payment of the associated parent’s benefit. Any 
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proposal to extend the duration of parent’s leave for one parent families would be a matter flor 
consideration by my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.  

I trust this clarifies the matter.

  Question No. 872 answered with Question No. 770.

Social Welfare Eligibility

873. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if all social welfare payments will remain in payment while essential travel for three 
weeks for health reasons takes place in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20532/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.   

As is the case with most other means-tested social welfare payments, CA is not payable on 
an extended basis to or in respect of persons outside the State, although legislation provides for 
the payment of carer’s allowance when a person leaves the State on a temporary basis for the 
specific purpose of accompanying a care recipient while that person is receiving treatment. 

If the person concerned is leaving the State for three weeks due to her care recipient receiv-
ing treatment she will be entitled to continued payment of CA while she is out of the state.   

The person concerned will be required to furnish travel documents such as boarding passes 
for the outbound and inbound journey before she leaves the state. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

874. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the details of and location in which guidelines in relation pandemic unemployment 
payment recipients leaving the country for holidays can be found; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20543/20]

30/07/2020WRNN00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The emergency Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payment was designed to support employ-
ees and self-employed people, aged between 18 and under 66, who were in employment or 
self-employment immediately prior to 13 March 2020 and have lost their employment due to 
the downturn in economic activity as a result of the COVID 19 pandemic. In order to do this, 
the qualifying conditions were kept as simple as possible. 

Information on the payment is available on www.gov.ie under the pandemic unemployment 
payment section with detailed guidance on how the scheme operates provided for employ-
ees and employers.  This information is updated on a regular basis to reflect the current details 
of the payment as the Covid-19 pandemic continues to impact on  employees and employers..

I hope that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
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  Question No. 875 answered with Question No. 766.

Maternity Benefit

876. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for maternity benefit. [20549/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
An application for maternity benefit was received from the person concerned on 16/06/2020.  
One of the qualifying conditions for receipt of maternity benefit is that the applicant must have 
been in employment with a last day of work within 16 weeks of the end of the week in which her 
baby is due.  The person concerned has not been in insurable employment during 2020 and as 
a result she does not fulfil this condition and is not entitled to maternity benefit.  A decision let-
ter issued to her on 16th June informing her that her claim had been disallowed as she did not 
satisfy the employment conditions for the scheme.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Social Welfare Eligibility

877. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for dental benefit. [20550/20]

30/07/2020WRNN01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Based on the information available, the person concerned will qualify for treatment benefit as a 
dependant spouse on her husband’s insurance record. 

An Eligibility Application for dental benefit has been approved and notification has issued 
to her.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

State Pension (Contributory)

878. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for the State pension (contributory); and if a 
response to their appeal will be expedited. [20557/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
State pension non-contributory is a means-tested payment for people aged 66 and over, ha-
bitually residing in the State, who do not qualify for a state pension contributory, or who only 
qualify for a reduced rate contributory pension based on their social insurance record. In order 
to satisfy the habitual residence condition, the person must have a legal right of residence in 
the State.     

An application for state pension non-contributory was received from the person concerned 
on 18 June 2020.  Following an assessment of the income and assets of the person concerned, 
the Deciding Officer determined that the person’s weekly means from income and capital ex-
ceeded the permissible statutory weekly limit of €262.50, and their application was disallowed. 

The person concerned was notified of this decision, and the reason for the decision, on 22 
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June 2020, and their right, if dissatisfied with the decision, to request a review, or to appeal the 
decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.  On 10 July 2020, an appeal was 
received from the person concerned.  All required records have been sent to the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 29 July 2020.  

On making their determination, the Appeal Officer will notify the person concerned directly 
of the outcome of their appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

Departmental Staff

879. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil ser-
vants currently working in her Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capac-
ity; the roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular 
form. [20618/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices.  The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy and a Press Adviser,  and these persons will be formally appointed by the Government 
once the Guidelines have been approved.

There  have been no seconded civil servants or Advisers , other than those mentioned 
above, employed by the Department to work in my Ministerial Office.

  Question No. 880 answered with Question No. 770.

Free Travel Scheme

881. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the amount of funds paid to all public transport operators for the provision and operation of 
the free travel scheme since 2015; and the amount paid to each operator in the past full year of 
operation in tabular form. [20749/20]

30/07/2020WRNN02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The free travel scheme permits free travel on most CIE public transport services, Luas and a 
range of services offered by some 80 private operators countrywide for those eligible under the 
scheme.  The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living legally and permanently in 
the State.  Applicants  under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying payment in order to be 
eligible for the scheme and permanently, legally reside in the State.  

At the end of June, there were 976,034 customers eligible for Free Travel.  
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Payments made to the transport companies and the overall budget allocation for the free trav-
el scheme covering the years from 2015 to 2019 are set out in the table below.   It is not possible 
to provide a breakdown of payment per transport operator, as requested by the Deputy, as this 
information is considered commercially sensitive. 

The 2020 free travel budget allocation is €95 million.  Payments continued to all operators 
during the Covid crisis. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

          2019      2018      2017      2016      2015   
CIE main pay-
ment

€51,214,653.50 €51,527,622.66 €61,549,082.83 €61,400,861.94 €60,951,683.05

Bus Eireann 
Expressway

€17,733,940.00 €17,645,837.00    

Private Opera-
tors

€14,772,363.79 €10,760,755.68 €8,804,859.89 €8,521,233.43 €7,055,713.71

National Trans-
port Authority/ 
POBAL (Local 
Link)

€4,500,000.00 €1,500,000.00 €1,500,000.00 €1,500,000.00 €1,500,000.00

Luas/Transdev €3,907,500.00 €3,907,500.27 €3,907,500.00 3,907,499.64 €3,747,235.23
Cross Border 
travel 

€1,567,940.08 €1,397,851.13 €1,686,933.32 €1,708,423.27 €1,852,983.28

All Ireland Free 
Travel 

€87,838.25 €73,932.57 €97,783.57 €73,937.91 €114,183.51

Total €93,784,235.62 €86,813,499.31 77,546,159.61 €77,111,956.19 €75,221,798.78
Budget Alloca-
tion

€95 m €90 m €80 m €77 m €77 m

Social Welfare Inspections

882. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of social welfare recipients that have had payments stopped or reduced on foot of 
operations by social welfare inspectors at Dublin Airport since 2010; and the number of such 
operations at the airport by her officials since 2010. [20750/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since 2012, social welfare inspectors have had legal powers to carry out checks at ports and 
airports.  Section 250 (16) of the social Welfare consolidation Act 2005, as amended, provides 
the legal basis for these checks.   

While the number of airport checks has significantly increased in recent months since the 
introduction of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), this reflects the very different 
control environment that my Department has been operating in, with large numbers of people 
leaving the country from mid-March onwards, arising from the lock-down measures imposed 
from the Covid pandemic. 

As I mentioned in the Dáil yesterday, I have directed my Department to review all cases 
to date where people went on holidays and had their PUP payment stopped.  Last evening, the 
Department completed the review of the 2,500 PUP cases where the payment had been stopped 
for travelling abroad.  This review has identified some 85 cases that have the potential to be 
entitled to the PUP for a holiday period.  The Department will be contacting the 85 individuals 
in the coming days to verify these cases.  
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The number of payments stopped or reduced on foot of the work done by inspectors in ports 
and airports from 2013 is not readily available.  I have asked my officials to forward this infor-
mation to the Deputy as soon as possible.  

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Departmental Expenditure

883. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the payments for services or goods by her Department to a company (details supplied) since 
2015. [20775/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Costs of €3,082.37 are associated with an event, held in Tangent Trinity Campus, Dublin on 6th 
March 2020 where the company referred to by the Deputy is the contracted catering provider 
in that location.  These costs related to the teas, coffees, water and a light lunch provided by the 
catering company to some 160 people who attended this event.

The event formed part of a wider nationwide programme of Jobs Week 2020 events 
held throughout the first week of March and focused in  particular on supports for people who 
have been out of the workforce for a period on a career break or for caring duties. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy. 

Public Services Card

884. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the appeal of the enforcement notice regarding the public services card; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20829/20]

30/07/2020WRNN03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
In August 2019, the Data Protection Commission’s (DPC) Final report into the Public Servic-
es Card (PSC), which examined my Department’s compliance with its obligations in relation 
to the legal basis and transparency issues, was received. 

On 6 December 2019, my Department received an Enforcement Notice from the DPC in 
respect of the August 2019 Report.

An appeal was filed against the Enforcement Notice within the timeframe provided under 
the Data Protection Act 2018.  

As the matter is now before the Courts, it would be inappropriate to make any further com-
ment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

885. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons that received a cut to their pandemic unemployment payment; 
the number that have appealed the cut; and the number that have had their payment reinstated 
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in full after a successful appeal. [20837/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID 19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency measure to 
meet the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic.  
To be eligible for the pandemic unemployment payment a person must have been in employ-
ment immediately prior to the 13th March and lost their income from employment due to the 
onset of the pandemic.  Self-employed people must have suffered a collapse in their trading 
income to the extent that they are available to take up other full-time work. 

Changes were announced to the structure of the pandemic unemployment payment which 
means that it continues to be a strong support but is also fair and targeted.  Payment is now 
linked to prior earnings.  Where an employee’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher there 
is no change to their rate of payment.  If their gross weekly earnings were under €200 the rate of 
the pandemic unemployment payment was adjusted to €203.  Where a person is self-employed 
their gross average weekly income for 2018, the last tax year for which verifiable data on self-
employed income is available, is used to calculate the rate of the pandemic unemployment 
payment.  

Where an individual’s rate is reduced to the flat rate €203 per week and their family circum-
stances are that they have adult or child dependents, it may be more financially beneficial to 
apply for a jobseekers payment. 

The changes to the structure of the pandemic unemployment payment were first implement-
ed in payments due on 7 July 2020. Just over 110,000 people received payment at the new rate 
of €203, while 302,000 people continued to receive payment at a rate of €350. 

Any person who feels that the assessment of their earnings, based on returns already submit-
ted to Revenue, is inaccurate can ask for a review of their case.   To date approximately 10,000 
requests for a review have been received, with the majority of these received on the 7th and 8th 
July.  The majority of requests have come from self-employed individuals.  To date, my officials 
have cleared 4,960 cases, of which 920 have been successful.  The  successful cases  primarily 
related to  the absence of earnings details on a self-employed person’s contribution history due 
to outstanding tax and PRSI liabilities. 

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Employment Rights

886. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the remedy available to those that have returned to work post-Covid-19 lay-off to have 
different terms and conditions enforced on them by their employers, for example, half of hours 
worked now being given as time off in lieu without agreement. [20855/20]

30/07/2020WRNN03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Terms of Employment (Information) Act 1994 provides that an employer must provide its 
employee with a written statement of the particulars of the employee’s terms of employment.  It 
also provides that an employer must notify the employee of any changes in the particulars given 
in the statement.  The Act provides a right of complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission 
(WRC) where an employer fails to comply with either of the above.

While an employer may renegotiate the terms and conditions of the contract of employ-
ment with an employee, it may not reduce any term or condition to a level lower than statutory 
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entitlement.  It is best practice that any such renegotiation should be undertaken in consultation 
with the affected employee, and taking a long-term view of the employment relationship. 

Failure to pay all or part of the wages due to an employee may be considered to be an unlaw-
ful deduction and a complaint can be made under the Payment of Wages Act 1991. 

Complaints in respect of unauthorised deductions from wages should be made to the WRC 
which provides a helpline service, information and an online complaints form at www.work-
placerelations.ie  .

The National Minimum Wage Act 2000 applies to most employees.  It is the minimum 
hourly pay rate that must be paid.  If an employee’s rate of pay is reduced to a level lower than 
the statutory minimum provided for in the Act, he/she would also have recourse to make a com-
plaint to the WRC.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Social Welfare Inspections

887. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of officials by grade from her Department that are located at entry and 
or exit ports and airports here; the number and value of sanctions imposed by her Department 
on persons in receipt of a social protection payment for leaving the State without informing her 
Department; the number of these that were upheld and the value of same on appeal; if she will 
provide a schedule of the types of payments that are subject to sanctions; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20906/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since 2012, the Department’s social welfare inspectors have been undertaking control checks at 
airports and ports. Section 250 (16) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended, 
provides the legal basis for these checks. 

The number of inspectors attending the ports and airports can vary from day to day.  Typi-
cally, at Dublin airport, there will be six inspectors carrying out this work while, in Dublin Port, 
we operate with one to two inspectors. In Rosslare, between three and four inspectors will be 
engaged in this work while, in Ringaskiddy, we operate with four inspectors. 

In addition to the pandemic unemployment payment (PUP), any other social welfare pay-
ment that is not payable outside the State is subject to review where a person is found to be 
leaving the State. This includes jobseekers payments, working family payment, illness-related 
payments, carers allowance, supplementary welfare allowance and one parent family payments. 

As I announced in the Dáil yesterday, I have directed my Department to review all cases to 
date where people went on holidays and had their payment stopped.  Last evening, the Depart-
ment has completed the review of the 2,500 PUP cases where the payment was stopped for 
travelling abroad.  This review has identified some 85 cases that have the potential to be entitled 
to PUP for a holiday period. The Department will be contacting the 85 individuals in the coming 
days to verify these cases.  

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Working Family Payment
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888. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the location by county of those in receipt of the working family payment that are paying class 
H PRSI for the past three years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20919/20]

30/07/2020WRNN04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The data requested by the Deputy is detailed in the table below. Full PRSI data is not available 
for 2020; accordingly the figures for 2020 refer to recipients of Working Family Payment at the 
end of June 2020 who paid primarily class H PRSI in 2019.   

 2020 2019 2018 2017
Carlow 2 3 2 5
Cavan 1 4 6 7
Clare 4 6 5 7
Cork 23 34 37 49
Donegal 6 10 12 12
Dublin 14 24 29 32
Galway 5 5 8 9
Kerry 0 0 0 0
Kildare 14 18 18 25
Kilkenny 7 8 7 6
Laois 2 2 7 10
Leitrim 1 1 1 1
Limerick 3 5 8 10
Longford 2 2 3 5
Louth 12 13 13 13
Mayo 3 3 5 5
Meath 5 6 8 9
Monaghan 0 0 0 1
Offaly 6 10 9 12
Roscommon 1 2 5 7
Sligo 2 2 2 4
Tipperary 1 3 4 6
Waterford 0 1 3 2
Westmeath 6 10 11 18
Wexford 1 2 3 4
Wicklow 0 0 1 2

Rural Social Scheme

889. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to expand the number of places available under the rural social scheme in view of the 
importance of the scheme to rural communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20924/20]

890. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to expand the number of places available under the Tús scheme in view of the impor-
tance to communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20925/20]
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30/07/2020WRNN04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 889 and 890 together.

The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen/women 
who are currently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain 
services of benefit to rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of 
local farmers and fishermen and participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or 
develop new skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities.

The Tús scheme provides work placements for a twelve month period for those who are 
fully unemployed and on the live register for a year or more.  The Tús initiative helps break the 
cycle of long-term unemployment by providing a work routine and valuable work experience.

It is recognised by Government that both Tús and RSS are positive initiatives that enable 
participants to make a significant contribution to their communities whilst up-skilling them-
selves for prospective future employment.  

As part of the recently announced July stimulus package, an additional 3,000 places on 
State employment schemes such as Community Employment schemes and Tús was announced.  
There are no plans to increase the number of places available on RSS at present as there are cur-
rently 3,128 participants on the scheme which has a capacity for 3,350 participants in total.   

My Department continues to review all aspects of its activation and employment support 
programmes to ensure their most effective delivery and the best outcomes for both participants 
and communities. 

Carer’s Allowance

891. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of carer’s allowance applications that have been refused on means ground only in 
the past three years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20930/20]

30/07/2020WRNN05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers.  This includes 
ensuring that  decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible.  

As the schemes in my Department operate under different criteria, the claims process can 
vary.  In relation to Carer’s Allowance, a decision is made on all the areas of entitlement at once, 
and a decision letter is then issued to the customer covering each area of entitlement.  

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of Carer’s Allowance 
claims refused on means grounds cannot be separated from the total number of claims refused. I 
am however informed that claims refused on any grounds for the past three years are available, 
and the figures are provided in the tabular statement below.

 Year  Total Carer’s Allowance claims refused
 2017  8,599
 2018  9,291
 2019  8,811
 2020 (ytd to June)  5,880

Departmental Advertising
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892. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if her Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes 
being implemented by same; if so, if she will provide the details of the campaign or relevant 
programme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertis-
ing; the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21027/20]

30/07/2020WRNN05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department administers over 80 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives of 
almost every person in the State. The Department is committed to ensuring that members of the 
public are fully aware of the welfare supports and services that are available, as well as ensuring 
key changes are communicated to them.

Public information/advertising campaigns are therefore an important part of the Depart-
ment’s work and span national and regional print media and radio, digital, social media and 
outdoor advertising.

All campaigns are developed and targeted carefully in collaboration with our media buyer, 
using the best mix of media formats to ensure that the Department’s messages reach members 
of the public effectively, while ensuring value for money.

Details of expenditure (ex. VAT) for all advertising campaigns that ran in 2019 and 2020 
are outlined in the table below. Costs include both media buying and design/production costs.

Year Advertising Campaigns 2019 & 2020 Ad Formats Combined Media Buying 
& Design/Production Costs 
(ex. VAT)

2019 National Minimum Wage; MyWelfare.
ie promotional campaign; Employment   
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act; Jobs 
Week 2019; Dundalk/Cross Border Job   
Fair; Working Family Payment; Jobs 
Ireland promotional campaign; Maternity   
& Paternity applications online; Back to 
School Clothing & Footwear   online; 
DCYA National Childcare Scheme (con-
tribution to DCYA media plan);   Parent’s 
Benefit; Jobseeker’s Benefit for the Self-
employed; Intreo/Return to   Work – part 
1; EURES Job Fairs; Payments Schedule; 
Intreo videos for Employers   & Job-
seekers – part 1; Low Pay Commission 
(design/production cost only).

National & local print; na-
tional & local radio; OOH 
(out of   home); digital & 
social media ads; VOD/TV 
Extend.

€864,570.75

2020* National Minimum Wage; Low Pay 
Commission (design/production cost   
only); Jobs Week 2020; Intreo/Return 
to Work – part 2; Intreo videos for   
Employers & Jobseekers – part 2; 11 
COVID-19 campaigns including:   Avail-
ability of Income Supports; Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment; Pandemic   
Unemployment Payment available on-
line; Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
&   Illness Benefit – rate increase/online 
applications; Temporary Wage Subsidy   
Scheme; Return to Work – Phases 1, 2 
& 3; Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
–   Rate Change & Eligibility Check; 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment – 
Rates   Explained.

National & local print; na-
tional & local radio; digital   
programmatic & audio ads 
(incl. podcasts/spotify); 
social media ads,   VOD/TV 
Extend.

€1,129,362.78

*Campaigns completed and invoiced to 27 July 2020
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Social Welfare Benefits

893. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her attention has been drawn to a possible termination of jobseeker’s and disabil-
ity payments in the case of a person (details supplied) who will suffer considerable hardship 
in the event of interference with their payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21058/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
According to the records of my Department, the person concerned is currently in receipt of a 
Jobseeker’s Allowance payment at the weekly rate of €203.00. 

The customer’s Jobseekers Allowance claim was selected for a review as part of the Depart-
ment’s internal control processes. This is standard practice and my Department routinely car-
ries out reviews of customer claims across all schemes.

This review is currently underway and the relevant Social Welfare Inspector, following an 
interview with the customer, has requested certain documentation to clarify the position in rela-
tion to a number of issues pertinent to the claim. 

Should the customer have any questions regarding the review , it is open to him to contact 
the Social Welfare Inspector he met with at Newbridge Intreo Centre, Moorefield Road, New-
bridge. 

LEADER Programmes

894. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the estimated full-year cost of increasing Leader funding by 10%. [20026/20]

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
LEADER is a multi-annual EU programme which has a total budget of €250 million over the 
7 year programming period 2014-2020.  Approximately 63% of the total budget is refundable 
from the European Commission on the basis of expenditure incurred.

€225 million of the available funding has been allocated to the 29 Local Action Groups 
(LAGs) which deliver LEADER throughout the country.  This funding is utilised by the LAGs 
under the following categories:

- Preparatory Support costs incurred to develop Local Development Strategies in each 
LEADER region at the outset of the programme

- LAG Administration costs and costs incurred in supporting the development of LEADER 
projects

- Project specific funding, which constitutes the largest portion of the funding available.

A further €25 million in funding is available for thematic schemes delivered at a national 
level which is allocated centrally as projects are approved.  

Activity under the LEADER programme fluctuates on a year-to-year basis depending on 
the demand for funding, the level of project approvals made by the LAGs, and the stage of the 
programme’s lifecycle.  

There are, therefore, a number of different components to the LEADER funding which have 
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a greater or lesser emphasis at different points during the 7 year programming period.  

However, an increase of 10% to the overall budget of €250 million available for the current 
LEADER programme would equate to €25 million over the 7 year programming period, or ap-
proximately €3.5 million on average annually.

CLÁR Programme

895. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the estimated full-year cost of increasing funding for small-scale rural projects, such as CLÁR 
by 10%. [20028/20]

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural areas that have 
experienced significant levels of de-population. 

A total of €32.8 million has been approved for over 1,400 CLÁR projects since the pro-
gramme was re-established in 2016. 

An indicative budget of €5 million has been provided for CLÁR this year. A 10% increase 
in this level of funding would equate to €500,000. 

Rural Development Programme

896. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated to each county in rural funding in each year since 2015. [20084/20]

897. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding available to rural communities including the funding streams from the European 
Union. [20085/20]

30/07/2020WRNN06600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 896 and 897 together.

My Department is currently working on the request, the information will be provided under 
separate cover to the Deputy. 

CLÁR Programme

898. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of applications received by her Department under CLÁR funding; the number of suc-
cessful applications; and the number rejected on by county in each year since 2015. [20087/20]

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
detailed information sought by the Deputy is not available within the timeframe required to 
respond to this question. 

However, I have asked my officials to collate the information requested and I will provide it 
to the Deputy in the coming days.
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30/07/2020WROO00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WROO00300899. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
funding streams available from her Department arising from the July stimulus to local authori-
ties for town centre pedestrianisation programmes; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20504/20]

30/07/2020WROO00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
July Stimulus Package provided an additional €15 million in capital funding for my Depart-
ment.  The additional funding includes an extra €10 million for the Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme to assist rural towns and villages in responding to the challenges presented by CO-
VID-19.  

Total funding available for the Town and Village Renewal Scheme this year will now amount 
to €25 million.  This year’s scheme has been tailored to focus on interventions that can support 
the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages, and assist them in responding 
to the challenges presented by COVID-19.   

The type of projects that will be funded under the scheme could include, for example, public 
realm adaptations to provide outdoor dining areas, event spaces, meeting areas and other in-
novative proposals to encourage people back into towns and villages.  These project proposals, 
which will be developed by the Local Authorities in conjunction with local businesses and com-
munity groups, could involve the pedestrianisation of some areas.

The objective of the investment under the Town & Village Renewal Scheme this year is to 
help economic and social recovery by increasing footfall in rural towns and villages, helping 
businesses to reopen safely, and by providing amenity areas that support social distancing.

30/07/2020WROO00500Rural Development Programme

30/07/2020WROO00600900. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the locations identified for the €15 million worth of capital projects in the area of rural and com-
munity development as outlined in the July stimulus plan by county. [20724/20]

30/07/2020WROO00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
July Stimulus Package provided an additional €15 million in capital funding for my Depart-
ment.  The additional funding includes an extra €10 million for the Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme to assist rural towns and villages in responding to the challenges presented by CO-
VID-19.  The Stimulus Fund allocation also includes a provision of €5 million for upgrading 
and improving community centres, community facilities and community buildings. 

The funding available for the Town & Village Renewal Scheme will help to stimulate eco-
nomic activity by increasing footfall in rural towns and villages, by improving the public realm, 
helping businesses  to reopen safely and providing amenity areas that support social distancing.

The location of projects to be funded under the scheme will be determined by project pro-
posals submitted by Local Authorities.  Successful projects will be announced under a number 
of different funding tranches and details of the successful project locations will be made avail-
able as each tranche of funding is finalised. 

The €5 million fund for upgrading and improving community centres, community facilities 
and community buildings will be utilised through a once-off scheme which will make use of 
the existing Community Enhancement Programme structures.  Each Local Authority area will 



Questions - Written Answers

468

receive a funding allocation, with funding decisions being made at local level by Local Com-
munity Development Committees.  Details of the projects to be funded will be made available 
once the decision making process is complete later this year.

30/07/2020WROO00800LEADER Programmes

30/07/2020WROO00900901. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she 
is considering a stream of funding for the various Leader programmes nationwide that are com-
ing to the end of their 2020 programme and that are waiting on the new programme from 2021 
to continue operating; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20923/20]

30/07/2020WROO01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
LEADER is a multi-annual programme for rural development which is co-funded by the Euro-
pean Union.  The current seven-year programme (2014-2020) will come to an end this year as 
far as new project commitments are concerned.  Projects approved before the end of December 
2020 will have up to June 2022 to complete their activities and submit payment claims to my 
Department.

The LEADER programme is delivered through 29 Local Action Groups (LAGs) across the 
country.  Under Funding Agreements in place with my Department, the LAGs are contracted to 
deliver the LEADER programme up to the end of 2020 within the funding allocations specified 
in each Agreement, and with a provision for an extension of the Agreements.

The LAGs, in turn, have Service Level Agreements with the Local Development Compa-
nies where these companies act as their Implementing Partners. 

In the coming months my Department will be engaging with all the LAGs to ensure an or-
derly wind up of the current LEADER programme.  Any review of funding or extension of the 
Funding Agreements that may be required post-2020 by the LAGs will be undertaken as part of 
this process, having regard, inter alia, to any arrangements that may be agreed at European level 
in relation to the next LEADER programme.   

30/07/2020WROO01100Ministerial Correspondence

30/07/2020WROO01200902. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she, her Ministers of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official 
Government use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if she will publish all such 
emails and corresponding documents immediately. [19643/20]

30/07/2020WROO01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Nei-
ther I or my advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use 
since the formation of the Government; However, my Minister of State, Joe O’Brien T.D. used 
private email on occasion, copies will be forwarded to the Deputy under separate cover.

30/07/2020WROO01400Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WROO01500903. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
meetings she and her Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date 
in tabular form (details supplied). [19660/20]
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30/07/2020WROO01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
tables below provide the details of the meetings which I and the Ministers of State, Joe O’Brien 
T.D.  have had since the formation of the Government. 

Minister   Heather Humphreys T.D.
Date Meeting
9 July 2020 Irish Hotels Federation
30th July 2020 Pre-Budget 2021 Forum  

Minister of State Joe O’Brien 
Date Meeting 
3 July 2020 The Wheel
3 July 2020 Irish Local Development Network
6 July 2020 Community Work Ireland

30/07/2020WROO01700Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WROO01800904. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she 
will provide details of her advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration pack-
ages of same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19677/20]

30/07/2020WROO01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers, to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy, and a Press Adviser, said persons will be formally appointed by the Government once 
the Guidelines have been approved.  

30/07/2020WROO02000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WROO02100905. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
names and salaries of her special advisers; and the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister 
of State in her Department [19727/20]

30/07/2020WROO02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment 
of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management (PSMA) Act 
1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PSMA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
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subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy may wish to note 
that I have assigned two Special Advisers, to work with me, a Special Adviser on policy, and a 
Press Adviser; said persons will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines 
have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Full details of salaries and allowances paid to Members of the Oireachtas are available to the 
Deputy and the public on the website of the Houses of the Oireachtas. Members of the Oireach-
tas are paid a basic salary plus a salaried allowance based on any additional positions they hold.

30/07/2020WROO02300Community Services Programme

30/07/2020WROO02400906. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the community groups supported by the community services programme in 2019 and 2020, in 
tabular form. [19886/20]

30/07/2020WROO02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Community Services Programme, or CSP, supports more than 400 community organisations, to 
provide local services through a social enterprise model with funding provided as a contribution 
to the cost of an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions (FTEs) and a manager, where 
warranted.  

Details of the organisations supported under the CSP in 2019 are set out in the table 1 below, 
with the 2020 organisations set out in table 2.  

In addition,  the following six organisations are approved to commence contract under the 
CSP in the coming weeks once the Covid restrictions have been lifted and the services are fully 
operational.   

Organisation County 
Bluestack Special Needs Foundation Company Limited 
By Guarantee 

Donegal 

Bundoran Community Development Company Limited 
By Guarantee 

Donegal 

Donegal Famine Heritage Centre (Dunfanaghy) Company 
Limited By Guarantee 

Donegal 

Inchicore Community Drug Team Company Limited By 
Guarantee 

Dublin 

Coiste Forbartha an Fhal Carraigh Cuideachta Faoi Theo-
rainn Rathaiochta 

Donegal 

Offaly Integrated Local Development Company Limited 
by Guarantee 

Offaly 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq906-30-07-2020_en.docx  “>Community Groups</a>]
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30/07/2020WROO02600Walks Scheme

30/07/2020WROO02700907. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if funding will be provided for a walking project (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20521/20]

30/07/2020WROO02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department does not appear to have received an Expression of Interest in respect of the project 
referred to by the Deputy.  However, my Department is still accepting Expressions of Interest 
under the scheme in question.  There is currently no closing date for receipt of Expressions of 
Interest.

Expressions of Interest must be made through Local Authorities and/or Local Development 
Companies in respect of trails that are suitable and eligible for inclusion in the scheme.  Further 
details of the process are available on my Department’s pages of the Gov.ie website.

30/07/2020WROO02900Walks Scheme

30/07/2020WROO03000908. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if funding will be provided for a walking project (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20522/20]

30/07/2020WROO03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that an Expression of Interest has been received by my Department in respect of the 
project referred to by the Deputy. 

A review of the relevant scheme is currently in train and decisions in respect of Expressions 
of Interest under the scheme will be taken following the completion of the review.  It is antici-
pated that the review process will be concluded in the final quarter of this year.

30/07/2020WROO03200Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WROO03300909. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if she will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants 
currently working in her Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; 
the roles and responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. 
[20625/20]

30/07/2020WROO03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment 
of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management (PSMA) Act 
1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PSMA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy may wish to note 
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that I have assigned two Special Advisers, to work with me, a Special Adviser on policy, and a 
Press Adviser; said persons will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines 
have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

A breakdown of staff seconded into DRCD by grade is supplied in the table below. The 
staff in question operate in various roles with varying responsibilities appropriate to their grade 
across the structures of the Department. Staff seconded into DRCD retain their existing terms 
and conditions. Please see table below: 

Staff Seconded to DRCD

Grade Number of 
Staff

Standard Sca-
lePPC (mini-
mum to maxi-
mum)

Standard Scale
Non PPC 

Higher Scale Higher Scale-
Non PPC 

Agricultural Inspec-
torTechnical Grade – 
AP equivalent

2 €63,523-
€88,158

€60,434
€83,881

N/A N/A

Assistant Agricultural 
inspectorTechnical 
Grade – AO equiva-
lent

5 €33,971-
€66,118

€35,836
€62,904

N/A N/A

Assistant Principal 1 €67,659-
€83,740

€65,356
€79,681

€74,068
€91,961

€70,490
€87,495

Higher Executive Of-
ficer*

3 €48,868-
€61,545

€46,517
€58,556

€51,722
€63,547

€49,226
€60,462

Administrative Officer 1 €32,405-
€61,545

 €31,024
€58,556

€45,502
€63,547

€43,318
€60,462

Total 12     

*1 x HEO is in receipt of allowance pertaining to assignment to Private Secretary duties.

Currently the allowance is €19,653 per annum for officers on modified PRSI and €20,685 
per annum for those on full PRSI.

30/07/2020WROO03500Departmental Contracts

30/07/2020WROO03600910. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
payments for services or goods by her Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. 
[20782/20]

30/07/2020WROO03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): No 
payment has been made to the company concerned since the establishment of my Department 
in July 2017.

30/07/2020WROO03800Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WROO03900911. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her 
Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being 
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implemented by same; if so, if she will provide the details of the campaign or relevant pro-
gramme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; 
the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21034/20]

30/07/2020WROO04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
details sought by the Deputy are set out in the tables below. 

 2020 Advertising expenditure (Year To Date)

- €
Development of script for Community Call 
radio advertisement

€1,845

Total for 2020 YTD €1,845

2019 Advertising expenditure

- €
Control of Dogs notifications placed in print 
media

€6,116

National Walks scheme notifications placed 
in print media

€4,802

Rural Policy notifications placed in print 
media

€1,170

Total for 2019 €12,088

2018 Advertising Expenditure

- €
 Project Ireland 2040 notifications placed in 
print media

€7,492

 Total for 2018 €7,492

30/07/2020WROO04100Timber Supply

30/07/2020WROO04200912. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the threat to the number of persons employed in timber processing 
mills throughout the country due to a shortage of timber supply; the actions he will take to ad-
dress the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20537/20]

30/07/2020WROO04300967. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he plans to guarantee the sufficient quantity of Irish timber will be available to timber 
processing mills in 2020. [20538/20]

30/07/2020WROO04400968. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the difficulty in the processing of timber felling and planting 
licences (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20539/20]

30/07/2020WROO04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 912, 967 and 968 together.

The commencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 in May, 2017 brought about significant 
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changes in the consent process for forestry operations.  The Act makes provision for third-party 
submissions and establishes the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).  

The current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropri-
ate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of 
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the FAC 
and others.  These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully meet environmental 
requirements, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoidable. All licence ap-
plications are subject to a statutory public notification system.  

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences have led to difficulties for some in the 
sector. Felling licences are now valid for up to 10 years and may cover several felling events, 
such as thinning then clear felling on the same plot.  Landowners considering future operations, 
have the opportunity of applying for a tree felling licence well in advance of any operations 
taking place.  

My Department is intensively engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues.  I ac-
cept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been challenging to 
implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant that the cur-
rent backlog has arisen.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to introduce a robust and 
workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe we now have that in 
place. A large majority of our licensing decisions are being confirmed at the Forestry Appeals 
Committee which gives confidence in these revised procedures.  

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.  

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.   

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit applications that are of 
the required standard and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided. 
In addition, the Government has agreed to a number of amendments to the Appeals Act in order 
to align the forestry licensing system with other planning systems, and this will streamline the 
system and make it more efficient. 

I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
licensing system for many years to come.

30/07/2020WROO04600Young Farmers Scheme

30/07/2020WROO04700913. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter in relation to young farmers (details supplied); and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [19549/20]

30/07/2020WROO04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Teagasc is the 
primary education provider for the farming community delivering a wide range of programmes 
on a full-time, part-time and distance education basis including the Green Cert Programme.  

I am advised that Teagasc has not cancelled any courses arising from COVID 19. In regard 
to full-time courses, its agricultural colleges plan to reopen in September for the 2020/21 aca-
demic year.  Delivery will involve a combination of face-to-face and remote delivery in line 
with arrangements elsewhere in the Further and Higher education sectors. Potential applicants 
can still apply online for full-time Teagasc courses.  

Part-time and Distance education Green Cert courses in progress  pre-COVID are continu-
ing. It is intended that new courses will continue on a normal rolling basis - start dates may be 
somewhat affected by the disruption of recent months.

30/07/2020WROO04900Agriculture Schemes

30/07/2020WROO05000914. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a scheme similar to the rural environment protection scheme as underlined in 
the Programme for Government; when he expects to introduce this scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19558/20]

30/07/2020WROO05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Pro-
gramme for Government has set out clearly our strategy for agri-environment policy not least 
our ambition to allocate €1.5bn to a flagship environmental scheme under the next CAP. I have 
been very clear that the strong environmental ambition for the sector must be matched by a 
suitable CAP budget. This will be included in Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan and we aim to pilot 
some elements of this in the transitional phase between the CAP programming periods as well 
as adopting the best elements of our existing agri-environment schemes. 

I am particularly impressed, for example, with some of the early lessons from the locally-led 
schemes currently run by my Department and I know GLAS has delivered some really mean-
ingful environmental results.  It is important therefore that we reflect on what has worked and 
what hasn’t worked in designing new measures. There are a number of variables still undecided 
which mean it is difficult to be definitive at this stage about the precise details of future schemes. 
These include agreement on the legislative framework, both transitional and next CAP. 

We are pressing hard for the earliest possible adoption of the EU regulations to facilitate the 
operation of schemes during the transitional period as the first priority. This is to provide some 
certainty until such time as CAP regulations and associated funding arrangements are agreed. 
As soon as we have this legal certainty, we will provide clarity and engage with all the relevant 
stakeholders on next steps.  

This is priority work for me and my Department over the coming months. I attended my first 
meeting of our CAP consultative committee with the stakeholders recently and I see that forum 
as being key to the planning for our future policy on these issues.

30/07/2020WROO05200Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme

30/07/2020WROO05300915. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an application (details supplied). [19564/20]
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30/07/2020WROO05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The applicant 
named submitted a payment claim under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme of 
TAMS II on 10 July 2020. The application in question has been approved for payment and the 
applicant can expect payment shortly. 

30/07/2020WROO05500Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WROO05600916. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he, his 
Ministers of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Govern-
ment use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and 
corresponding documents immediately. [19629/20]

30/07/2020WROO05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): None of the 
Ministers in my Department nor their advisors have used private email for official Government 
use since the formation of the Government. 

30/07/2020WROO05800Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WROO05900917. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the meet-
ings he and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date, in 
tabular form (details supplied). [19646/20]

30/07/2020WROO06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The informa-
tion requested is in the attached file.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq917-30-07-2020_en.xlsx  “>Ministers Meetings</a>]

30/07/2020WROO06100Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WROO06200918. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide details of his advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of 
same; and the date of commencement in their role. [19663/20]

30/07/2020WROO06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as 
Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guide-
lines have been approved. 
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The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers.  These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WROO06400Departmental Funding

30/07/2020WROO06500919. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding his Department provided to each State agency under the remit of his Depart-
ment in 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [19684/20]

30/07/2020WROO06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that the information requested in relation to the amount of funding my Depart-
ment provided to each State Agency in 2019, and to date in 2020, is set out in the attached table.

Name of State Body 2019
€

2020 to date
€

Aquaculture Licensing Ap-
peals Board

0.400m 0.120m

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 38.195m 13.005m
Marine Institute 35.917m 19.895m
Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority 

16.195m 7.249m

Bord Bia 46.619m 27.571m
Teagasc 137.5m 90.260m
National Milk Agency Nil Nil
Coillte Nil Nil
Veterinary Council of Ire-
land

Nil Nil

Bord na gCon 16.800m 14.700m
Horse Racing Ireland 67.200m 47.600m
Irish National Stud Nil Nil

30/07/2020WROO06700Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WROO06800920. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the names 
and salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19713/20]

30/07/2020WROO06900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  
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However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as 
Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guide-
lines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. The salaries of Ministers and Ministers of State 
are not matters determined by my Department.

30/07/2020WROO07000Animal Welfare

30/07/2020WROO07100921. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he is taking to prevent puppy farming and the trafficking of animals and pets in and 
out of the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19818/20]

30/07/2020WROO07200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I absolutely 
condemn the trafficking of animals and pets into and out of the country and I call on anyone 
with knowledge of such illegal activity to report it without delay to the relevant authorities.  
Customs officials and members of an Garda Síochána are authorised to check the paperwork of 
incoming and outgoing pet animals.   

The Department of Rural and Community Development has policy responsibility for mat-
ters pertaining to the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010, while the local authorities are 
responsible for operational activities such as the registration, inspection and regulation of Dog 
Breeding Establishments, including enforcement activities.  

The movement of pet animals to and from Ireland is governed by EU legislation on the non-
commercial movement of pet animals, and on commercial trade in pet animals.   

Under EU law, dogs, cats and ferrets moved between EU Member States must be accom-
panied by an EU pet passport, be microchipped, and have a valid rabies vaccination. Premises 
engaged in the commercial export of dogs and certain other (non-farmed) animals from Ireland 
must be registered with my Department. Before export, these animals must undergo a clinical 
examination by an authorised veterinarian, who must verify that the animals show no obvious 
signs of disease and are fit to be transported. The animals must also have a health certificate 
issued by a Department veterinarian. Exporters must comply with EU law on the protection of 
animals during transport.   

Commercial movements of certain animals, including dogs, cats and ferrets, directly into 
Ireland from a third country, currently does not take place, as Ireland does not have a Border 
Control Post designated for the import of such animals.  Any such imports must currently enter 
the EU through a Border Control Post designated for such animals in another EU Member State 
before entering Ireland.

Under the EU rules on pet travel, DAFM officials carry out random compliance checks on 
pet dogs, cats and ferrets entering Ireland from other EU countries.  Compliance checks are car-
ried out on all pet dogs, cats and ferrets entering Ireland from outside the EU.  

My Department actively engages on the issue of pet trade.  Ireland takes an active role in 
this issue at the European level, as a member of a group of a number of EU Member States and 
animal welfare charities established to consider issues relating to the pet trade. 

My Department is also  a member of the Irish Pet Advertising Advisory Group (IPAAG), 
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a group formed in 2015 by a number of animal welfare organisations, veterinary profession-
als and classified advertising websites to address irresponsible advertising of pets online. This 
group has played an important role in outlining to the general public the welfare issues that can 
be associated with purchasing a pet from an advertisement on line.  

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, which focuses on early intervention and contains 
strong enforcement powers, marked a significant step forward in the modernisation of the law 
relating to animal welfare, reflecting societal concern for animal welfare.  

Section 11 of the Act imposes a duty on everyone to protect the welfare of the animal under 
their control.  Section 12 of the Act makes it an offence to neglect or cause unnecessary suffer-
ing to an animal, or endanger the health or welfare of an animal.  

My Department operates an anonymous helpline through which members of the public can 
report animal welfare concerns.  The helpline can be contacted at Call Save: 0761 064408, 01 
6072379, or by email, animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie.

30/07/2020WROO07300Live Exports

30/07/2020WROO07400922. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the views of a number of animal welfare groups that an upcom-
ing shipment of live animals from Ireland to Libya could contravene EU rules on protecting 
transported live animals to third countries; his views on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19925/20]

30/07/2020WROO07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The export of 
animals is a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  It plays a significant role in stimulat-
ing price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers.  My Department 
facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring that 
live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards. In 2019, the combined total value of 
animal exports to the Irish economy was €167 million.  The vast majority of animals moved are 
for trade within the EU.  A smaller proportion are exported to non-EU countries. 

The proposed journey in question, as with all live export shipments from Ireland, will be 
conducted in full compliance with the legislative requirements. 

My Department implements a stringent system of controls on the welfare of animals being 
exported, in particular, through a comprehensive legislative framework relating to the transport 
of animals by sea (The Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016). 

Cattle being exported are monitored during the prescribed isolation period by Department 
Veterinary Inspectors and, in some cases, by Official Veterinarians from the importing coun-
tries. This is in addition to work carried out by Private Veterinary Practitioners who carry out 
the testing required prior to export to enable certification. Animals are inspected and certified 
by Official Veterinarians from the Department with regard to their health status and fitness for 
travel.  

All proposed journeys must be notified to the Regional Veterinary Office at least 48 hours 
in advance, and veterinary certification will only be provided where the journey complies with 
all animal transport regulations. 

Ireland continues to work closely with other EU Member State and the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (OIE) with a view to improving animal welfare practices worldwide. In this 
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regard, Ireland has reaffirmed its on-going commitment to animal welfare through additional 
OIE multi-annual financial assistance (€75,000 per annum over the period 2017-20) to support 
its activities directed towards enhancing animal welfare worldwide.

30/07/2020WROO07600Greyhound Industry

30/07/2020WROO07700923. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the justification for a decision (details supplied); if this matter will be reviewed as a matter of 
urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20042/20]

30/07/2020WROO07800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and therefore 
the question has been referred to the body for direct reply. 

30/07/2020WRPP00200Food Industry

30/07/2020WRPP00300924. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 146 of 16 July 2020, if his officials based at equine 
slaughter houses are assisting EUROPOL with an investigation named Operation Opson IX; 
his views on whether his officials are not being resourced adequately in view of the fact this 
investigation focused on Irish slaughterhouses; and his plans to address this issue (details sup-
plied). [20047/20]

30/07/2020WRPP00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Operation OP-
SON is an annual Europol Interpol joint law enforcement operation, implemented in several 
countries, aimed at removing counterfeit and sub-standard food and drinks from the market and 
dismantling any organised crime groups involved. The focus of Operation OPSON lX is target-
ting potential abuses of equine identification and movement regulations which might result in 
horses being slaughtered for human consumption when they should not enter the food chain.  

In Ireland, there are only two equine slaughter premises approved by my Department and 
both have a permanent veterinary assigned to them, undertaking official controls as laid down 
in legislation. The Irish contribution to OPSON IX was co-ordinated by the FSAI with assis-
tance from relevant officials from my Department. The operation involved providing informa-
tion on best practice and data which might be used to assist European police forces in tracking 
the movement of horses across Europe and assisting Member States in improving controls at 
abattoirs to identify circumstances where horses unfit for human consumption are presented for 
slaughter.  OPSON 1X is not focussing on slaughter houses in Ireland.  

30/07/2020WRPP00500Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRPP00600925. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of forestry licence applications received by his Department in each month in 2018, 
2019 and to date in 2020; the corresponding figure for the number of licences approved, ap-
pealed, granted and refused on appeal, respectively; the number on hand in each category; the 
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specific measures being taken to expedite the process in the interests of all parties; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20050/20]

30/07/2020WRPP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I am acute-
ly aware that current delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the sector.   My 
Department is intensively engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The current 
licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment 
Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the 
European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) and others.  These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully 
meet environmental requirements, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoid-
able.  All licence applications are subject to a statutory public notification system. 

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been chal-
lenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant 
that there have been delays in issuing licences.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to 
introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe 
we now have that in place. a majority of my Department’s licensing decisions are being con-
firmed at the Forestry Appeals Committee which gives confidence in these revised procedures.  

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.  

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.   

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit only applications which 
have a realistic chance of being planted, to ensure all applications are of the required standard 
and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided. 

In terms of improvements to the current approval system, a comprehensive review which 
involved extensive stakeholder consultation, was conducted by Mr. Jim Mackinnon, CBE, and 
his recommendations are outlined in the Mackinnon Report. There is a commitment under the 
Programme for Government to implement the Mackinnon Report, and to review the forestry 
appeals process to ensure that it is aligned with other comparable appeals processes. I am con-
sidering how best this might be achieved and expect to be announcing some changes in this 
regard in the coming weeks.  

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is operationally independent of my Department. 
Additional resources have been assigned to the FAC over past months, including additional 
administrative resources and personnel with planning expertise, to assist with administering 
appeals.  Resource needs will continue to be monitored. 

I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
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licensing system for many years to come. 

Regarding forestry licence statistics, my Department publishes a range of data on its web-
site.  The tables below show the number of applications for afforestation, forest road and tree 
felling licences received and decided by month in 2018, 2019 and to the end of June 2020. 

Afforestation applications received

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 149 96 107
Feb 102 92 90
Mar 79 98 61
Apr 74 67 74
May 83 56 68
Jun 75 72 84
Jul 93 85  
Aug 83 79  
Sep 84 90  
Oct 104 103  
Nov 89 96  
Dec 59 71  
Afforestation applications decided

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 84 63 41
Feb 104 78 58
Mar 109 69 56
Apr 120 87 69
May 67 57 33
Jun 47 32 22
Jul 31 30  
Aug 35 60  
Sep 71 22  
Oct 78 42  
Nov 55 26  
Dec 54 22  
Forest Road Applications Received

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 42 65 60
Feb 41 57 57
Mar 63 71 35
Apr 61 57 62
May 66 77 48
Jun 58 43 58
Jul 65 51  
Aug 61 63  
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 - 2018 2019 2020
Sep 66 57  
Oct 99 52  
Nov 71 53  
Dec 35 47  
Forest Road Applications Decided

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 35 101 19
Feb 31 59 32
Mar 28 39 40
Apr 21 51 38
May 36 48 37
Jun 37 47 24
Jul 26 48  
Aug 60 46  
Sep 38 25  
Oct 62 24  
Nov 53 22  
Dec 34 32  
Felling Licence Applications Received

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 205 187 95
Feb 123 198 138
Mar 180 948 106
Apr 164 139 104
May 157 109 109
Jun 1156 80 14
Jul 946 170 0
Aug 158 121 0
Sep 343 104 0
Oct 123 359 0
Nov 140 216 0
Dec 2274 669 0
Felling Licences Decided

 - 2018 2019 2020
Jan 232 513 81
Feb 106 1079 177
Mar 203 664 180
Apr 130 568 127
May 212 124 149
Jun 149 272 85
Jul 83 356 0
Aug 704 124 0
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 - 2018 2019 2020
Sep 738 156 0
Oct 579 73 0
Nov 386 134 0
Dec 81 117 0
The table below shows the number of licences appealed to the Forestry Appeals Committee 

in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020 (to 24th July) and the number of licences currently 
awaiting decision.

 - 2017 2018 2019 2020
Number of li-
cences appealed

22 150 302 303

Number of 
licences await-
ing decision

1 5 108 274

The table below shows the number of licence decisions upheld, varied or cancelled by the 
FAC in the same years.

 - 2018 2019 2020 Totals
Decision upheld 42 88 2 139
Decision varied 20 6 0 30
Decision can-
celled

38 33 0 72

30/07/2020WRPP00800Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP00900926. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
environmental, social and economic criteria used by Ireland for allocating fishing quota Article 
17 of the Common Fisheries Policy; and the process for weighting or prioritising the criteria. 
[20133/20]

30/07/2020WRPP01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): In Ireland, fish 
quotas are a public resource owned by the State and are made available to fishing vessels based 
on an overall policy framework which has been developed over the past 30 years.  The key com-
mercial whitefish quotas (cod, haddock, monk, hake etc) are managed on a monthly basis with 
maximum catch limits set for vessels.  Pelagic stocks such as mackerel and herring are managed 
on an annual or seasonal basis with catch limits set based on allocation regimes developed over 
many years and primarily related to historical catch records.   

The allocations are not owned by the vessel and when an allocation is not fished, it can not 
be transferred to another boat but is returned to the State for redistribution to the fleet in the 
normal way.  The substantial advantage from a macro perspective of these arrangements is that 
it retains an Irish owned and operated fleet which makes the bulk of its landings to Irish ports 
and bases its operations in Ireland. If the fleet were not Irish owned, there would be a rapid 
concentration of ownership in a small number of international companies which are not likely 
to operate from Ireland and may not have any  commercial links with Ireland.    

It is worth noting that within the EU, most quota systems have been privatised for their main 
commercial stocks.  In the UK for example, the bulk of quotas available to England have been 
purchased by international companies with limited connections to their coastal communities.  
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In Ireland, it has been long standing policy to ensure that our quotas are not privatised and this 
has been a policy of Governments over the decades. The result of this long standing policy is 
that the Irish fishing fleet involves a balanced spread of sizes and types of fishing vessels who 
have retained a strong economic link with our coastal communities and have delivered eco-
nomic activity including vital employment in these communities, where there are very limited 
alternative economic activities.  

Ireland has strongly supported the introduction of more selective fishing gear to reduce 
catches of juvenile fish and unwanted by-catches.  Fishing gear trials in our main fisheries have 
been carried out in collaboration with our fishing sector.  A number of changes to fishing gear 
and practices which demonstrate improved selectivity have been adopted at EU level following 
recommendations from the North West Waters Member States Group  (Ireland is a key player 
in this Group) and most recently as part of the TAC and quota Regulation adopted in December 
2020.  These measures support building more sustainable fishing practices in the waters around 
Ireland.  

In addition, national measures are adopted from time to time, informed by the experiences 
of our fisheries, most recently the setting of a minimum mesh size for our important nephrops 
fishery and setting conditions for gear used in this fishery that are additional to measures ad-
opted at EU level.   

From time to time, the quota system is used to incentivise the introduction of environmen-
tally friendly fishing gear in particular fisheries or for particular types of vessels usually in 
advance of seeking to implement change at EU level.  

In addition, Ireland has introduced a ban on trawl fishing inside its 6 nautical mile zone.  These 
measures aim to provide ecosystem benefits, including for nursery areas and juvenile fish stocks. 
They are also intended to facilitate the further sustainable development of the small scale in-
shore and the sea-angling sectors which strongly rely on inshore waters

The Quota Management Advisory Committee (QMAC) takes into account the importance 
of supporting the landing obligation in the allocation of quotas.  The recommendations for allo-
cations for each period for by-catch stocks for the Irish fleet are aimed at the catch composition 
in our mixed fisheries.    

National Policy for Quota Balancing has been put in place for pelagic and demersal stocks. 
Where a vessel exceeds its catch limit for a relevant pelagic or demersal stock, a balancing ad-
justment is made from future allocations of fishing opportunities. Furthermore, where a vessel 
has reported landings of a pelagic stock for which it does not hold a valid authorisation/notifica-
tion at the time of the fishing operation, such landings will be subject to quota balancing and a 
balancing adjustment is made from a future allocation of a fishing opportunity.

In terms of economic criteria, demersal fisheries catch limits generally take account of the 
length of fishing vessels with large vessels being allocated double that of smaller fishing ves-
sels; the market situation for fish; and in certain fisheries the allocation takes into account the 
type of fishing gear deployed.  In pelagic fisheries, allocations take account of historic activity 
for the relevant fleet segment.  Within these allocations, it has regard for the length of fishing 
vessels and or the historic fishing pattern of the vessels in the segment. 

BIM, Ireland’s seafood development agency, carries out the socio-economic assessment to 
examine the potential effects of the annual fishing opportunities proposal. The assessment is 
carried out on a stock by stock basis as well as a regional analysis of fishery areas. The meth-
odology of the assessment utilises data that is collected nationally within the EU and so allows 
timely estimation of possible social impacts as a result of changes in total allowable catches 
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that could affect national fishing fleets and fishing dependent communities. The assessment 
also covers the potential social impacts that can extend to a broad set of characteristics such as 
employment, wages and downstream impacts at a regional level.

The Irish fish quota management system is designed to ensure, having regard to fishing 
patterns and market conditions, a fair and rational allocation of quotas between fishing vessel 
operators and management to support fishing seasons and the availability of by-catch quotas 
during the year. The management arrangements have been set and developed over many years 
since the commencement of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and the introduction of quo-
tas.  Any amendments or changes to the policy on management arrangements are determined by 
the Minister of the time following detailed analysis and full consultation with stakeholders.  Al-
locations and other arrangements are decided by the Minister on an ongoing basis having regard 
for the advice of the Quota Management Advisory Committee (QMAC).  This Committee is 
a formal consultative committee, involving fishing industry representatives from the catching, 
inshore and processing sectors.  The QMAC is in place at the discretion of the Minister and is 
chaired by the Department.

The QMAC currently meets on a monthly basis. The purpose of these meetings is for the 
industry representatives to make recommendations to the Minister on monthly/bi-monthly/
quarterly catch limits for particular demersal stocks.  The Minister has regard for the recom-
mendations, subject to the proper management and rational exploitation of our fisheries. Ad-
ditional meetings are organised as required to discuss specific issues in particular fisheries that 
may arise. 

The QMAC operates by examining in detail each month the operation of each fishery, avail-
able quota and uptake patterns for the different metiers of fishing vessels, including inshore 
fishing vessels. There are detailed discussions each month on the catch limits taking account of 
the divergent situation of the fleet, including that of smaller inshore fishing vessels, and of the 
market. 

30/07/2020WRPP01100Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP01200927. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
incentives provided to fishing vessels to use selective fishing gear or using fishing techniques 
with reduced environmental impact; the number of quota holder incentives provided since 1 
January 2018; the number that them are small-scale vessels (details supplied); the percentage 
of fishing vessels registered here they constitute.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20134/20]

30/07/2020WRPP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Ireland has 
strongly supported the introduction of more selective fishing gear to reduce catches of juvenile 
fish and unwanted by-catches.  Fishing gear trials have been carried out in our main fisheries 
working in collaboration with our fishing sector.  A number of changes to fishing gear and prac-
tices which demonstrate improved selectivity have been adopted at EU level following recom-
mendations from  the North West Waters Member States Group (Ireland is a key member of the 
Group)  and most recently as part of the TAC and quota Regulation adopted in December 2020.  

In addition, national measures are adopted, informed by the experiences of quota manage-
ment, most recently the setting of a minimum mesh size for our important nephrops fishery and 
setting conditions for gear used in this fishery that are additional to measures adopted at EU 
level.   
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From time to time, the quota system is used to incentivise the introduction of environmen-
tally friendly fishing gear in particular fisheries or for particular types of vessels usually in 
advance of seeking to implement change at EU level.

There are currently no financial incentives in place in respect of the use of selective fishing 
gear or using fishing techniques with reduced environmental impact.  Schemes for Nephrops 
were operated from September to December 2017, March to May and June to August 2018.  
The purpose of the Nephrops schemes was to promote the use of more selective fishing gear in 
the Nephrops fishery.  The intention was to promote the use of fishing gears that had demon-
strated the escape of unwanted catches, in particular (i) small Nephrops and (ii) small and/or 
quota-limited whitefish such as cod, whiting, haddock and black sole. 

In the March to May 2018 scheme for Nephrops, there were five applicants of which four 
were in respect of vessels under 12 metres in length overall (80% of the total number of ap-
plicants). In the June to August 2018 scheme for Nephrops, there were two applicants. Both 
applicants were in respect of vessels under 12 metres in length overall. 

As of today, the total number of vessels on the Irish fleet register is 1,563 so that the per-
centage of fishing vessels partaking in the March to May 2018 Nephrops scheme and the June 
to August 2018 Nephrops scheme would be, in both cases, less than 1% of the total number of 
vessels on the Irish fleet register.

30/07/2020WRPP01400Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP01500928. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of the national quota that is allocated to small-scale vessels and or vessels using low 
impact gear (details supplied) for the period 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2020, in tabular form. 
[20135/20]

30/07/2020WRPP01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): In Ireland, fish 
quotas are a public resource owned by the State and are made available to fishing vessels based 
on an overall policy framework which has been developed over the past 30 years.  The key com-
mercial whitefish quotas (cod, haddock, monk, hake etc) are managed on a monthly basis with 
maximum catch limits set for vessels.  Pelagic stocks such as mackerel and herring are managed 
on an annual or seasonal basis with catch limits set based on allocation regimes developed over 
many years and primarily related to historical catch records.   

The allocations are not owned by the vessel and when an allocation is not fished, it can not 
be transferred to another boat but is returned to the State for redistribution to the fleet in the 
normal way.  The substantial advantage from a macro perspective of these arrangements is that 
it retains an Irish owned and operated fleet which makes the bulk of its landings to Irish ports 
and bases its operations in Ireland. If the fleet were not Irish owned, there would be a rapid 
concentration of ownership in a small number of international companies which are not likely 
to operate from Irelandand may not have any  commercial links with Ireland.    

The Irish fish quota management system is designed to ensure, having regard to fishing 
patterns and market conditions, a fair and rational allocation of quotas between fishing vessel 
operators and management to support fishing seasons and the availability of by-catch quotas 
during the year. The management arrangements have been set and developed over many years 
since the commencement of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and the introduction of quotas.  
Any amendments or changes to the policy on management arrangements are determined by the 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine following detailed analysis and full consultation 
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with stakeholders.  Within the Minister’s policy, allocations and other arrangements are decided 
by the Minister on an ongoing basis having regard for the advice of the Quota Management 
Advisory Committee (QMAC).  This Committee is a formal consultative committee, involving 
fishing industry representatives from the catching, inshore and processing sectors.  The QMAC 
is in place at the discretion of the Minister and is chaired by the Department.

The QMAC currently meets on a monthly basis. The purpose of these meetings is for the 
industry representatives to make recommendations to the Minister on monthly catch limits for 
particular demersal stocks.  The Minister has regard for the recommendations, subject to the 
proper management and rational exploitation of our fisheries. Additional meetings are organ-
ised as required to discuss specific issues in particular fisheries that may arise. 

I assume that the ‘small-scale’ vessels referred to in the question are those that have a length 
under 12 metres overall.   While it would be difficult to determine the combined percentage 
that is made available as a catch limit to such vessels for each stock, fishery and vessel type, 
the arrangements are set out below that specify the catch limits made available to such vessels.

Allocation of demersal fishing quotas

Demersal fishing quotas are managed on the basis of catch limits that are set for each month. 
In demersal fisheries subject to the fishing vessels licence conditions, catch limits generally take 
account of the length of fishing vessels with larger vessels, having a length greater than or equal 
to 55 feet, being allocated double that of smaller fishing vessels, which have a length less than 
55 feet.  

In setting each monthly catch limit, the market situation for fish is also considered by mem-
bers of the QMAC and in certain fisheries the allocation of catch limits takes into account the 
type of fishing gear deployed.  For example, for the Haddock fisheries in ICES Division 7a and 
ICES Divisions 7b-k, sub areas 8, 9 and 10, a higher catch limit is allocated to vessels that are 
fishing exclusively by means of Danish/Scottish Fly Seines. Any vessel fishing for Haddock in 
these areas exclusively by means of Danish/Scottish Fly Seines will typically be allocated triple 
the standard limit being allocated to smaller vessels which have a length less than 55 feet.

For demersal fisheries and subject to licence conditions,  small-scale vessels have the same 
fishing opportunities as any other vessel of a length that is less than 55 feet.

Allocation of pelagic fishing quotas

In pelagic fisheries, catch limits are allocated in accordaince with the Policy set for each 
fishery and within these arrangments catch limits are made available that have regard for vessel 
length within segments.

The Herring, Mackerel, Horse Mackerel and Sprat fisheries are the more important pelagic 
species for small scale vessels. I have provided below a description of the management arrange-
ments in respect of pelagic fisheries from 2017 as described herewith.

Albacore Tuna

In 2020, there are two separate categories for the operation of this fishery: Group A and 
Group B. Group A vessels operate using pair trawling and may also use Trolling and Surface 
Long-Lining. Group B vessels operate exclusively by means of Trolling and Surface Long-
lining where no pair-trawling is allowed for the year. A vessel may only be in one category for 
the duration of the fishery.

An amount of 200 tonnes is set aside for vessels operating within Group B and to act as a 
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contingency for both Groups A and B. The remaining quota is allocated to the vessels within 
Group A where a trip limit of 55 tonnes per trip is set for each vessel.

The 2020 management arrangements are in line with arrangements adopted in 2017, 2018 
and 2019 for the Albacore Tuna fishery where 200 tonnes was set aside for the Group B fishery 
and to act as a contingency.

Boarfish:

In 2018, 2019 and 2020, the Boarfish fishery has been operated as an open fishery for all 
vessels for the relevant fishery management periods. All vessels that wish to participate in the 
fishery must be authorised to do so. Catch limits are not applied.

In September 2017, the landings of Boarfish were reviewed and it was decided that the 
Boarfish fishery should operate as an open fishery for all vessels as the uptake of Boarfish was 
low and has remained so.

Blue Whiting:

The nature of this fishery is that it is not suitable for fishing by smaller vessels.  In 2017, 
2018, 2019 and 2020, the quota for Blue Whiting after a contingency amount has been deducted 
has been allocated to vessels in the following way:

- All 23 Refrigerated Sea Water (RSW) Pelagic segment vessels and 10 polyvalent vessels 
are authorised for this fishery.

- 91% of the quota remaining after the contingency has been deducted from the overall 
quota is allocated to the RSW pelagic vessels.

- 9% of the quota remaining after the contingency has been deducted from the overall quota 
is allocated to the 10 polyvalent vessels.

Horse Mackerel:

In 2020, 24 tonnes has been set aside from the overall Horse Mackerel quota for the sum-
mer fishery for vessels that are under 12 metres in length overall fishing exclusively by means 
of ring nets.

1,350 tonnes has been assigned to polyvalent vessels not included within the Policy for 
a directed fishery set in 2005.  24 tonnes of this amount has also been designated for the sum-
mer fishery for vessels that are under 12 metres in length overall fishing exclusively by means 
of ring nets.

The remaining quota has been assigned to the 29 vessels covered by the Policy for a directed 
fishery set in 2005:

- 23 RSW Pelagic segment Vessels – 88.3% of the allocation

- 6 Polyvalent Vessels – 11.7% of the allocation

In years 2019, 2018 and 2017 a similar approach to the allocation of Horse Mackerel alloca-
tion was taken.

Mackerel:

In 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the quota for Mackerel after a contingency amount has been 
deducted has been allocated to vessels in the following way:
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- 400 tonnes has been allocated to vessels under 15 metres in length overall fishing exclu-
sively by hooks and lines

- 87% of the quota remaining after the contingency and 400 tonnes have been deducted from 
the overall quota are allocated to the RSW pelagic segment vessels

- 13% of the quota remaining after the contingency and 400 tonnes have been deducted from 
the overall quota are allocated to polyvalent vessels. This is broken down as follows:

- 76.5% is allocated to 15 Tier 1 vessels

- 21% to 12 Tier 2 vessels

- 2.5% to vessels operating in the under 18 metres open fishery

Sprat:

Up until 1st January 2020, the sprat fishery was operated as an open fishery for all vessels. 
From 1st January 2020, restrictions on large vessels trawling inside the 6 nautical mile zone 
have come into effect. These restrictions mean that all trawling by vessels over 18 metres in 
length overall is to cease, with derogations in place for a sprat fishery in 2020 and 2021 only. 
From 1st  January 2022, all vessels over 18 metres in length overall will no longer be permitted 
to trawl for any stocks inside the 6 nautical mile zone.

Atlanto-Scandian Herring:

This fishery is not suitable for small scale fishing vessels.  In 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020, 
the quota for Atlanto-Scandian Herring after a contingency amount has been deducted has been 
allocated to vessels in the following way:

- 85% of the quota is allocated to RSW Pelagic segment  vessels

- 15% of the quota is allocated to polyvalent vessels

Irish Sea Herring:

In 2017 a single pair of vessels received 200t, chosen by lottery.  The balance of the quota 
was swapped. In 2018, the available quota of 1,850 tonnes was allocated to 13 vessels chosen 
by lottery. In 2019, the available quota of 1,665 tonnes was allocated to 13 vessels chosen by 
lottery. The management arrangements for 2020 have not yet been finalised. 

In 2018 and 2019, the quota for Irish Sea Herring was allocated to the vessels of overall 
length less than 90 feet based on the registered length of vessels in feet as per the ratios set out 
below:

- Vessels > 80 ft - 80

- Vessels 65-79.99 ft - 60

- Vessels 50-64.99ft - 50

- Vessels 40- 49.99ft - 40

- Vessels <40ft – 30

(Note: The numbers above are weighted units that are used to determine the quota alloca-
tions per vessel and are not amounts in tonnes.)
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Celtic Sea Herring:

The management arrangements for the Celtic Sea Herring fishery have not been finalised 
for the 2020 Autumn fishery which will be managed to support data collection for the stock.  
In 2019, the fishery was closed early because of a high level of juvenile fish in the catch.  In 
2017, 2018 and 2019 after a contingency amount was deducted, the quota was allocated in the 
following way:

- The Main fishery was assigned 84% of the quota

- The Sentinel fishery, which was confined to vessels under 17 metres in length overall and 
to the Dunmore box, received 11% of the quota

- The Open fishery, which was confined to vessels under 20 metres in length overall, re-
ceived 5% of the quota.

North West Herring:

In 2017, 2018 and 2019, this fishery was operated as a scientific monitoring fishery and the 
Managment Policy (2012) has set aside.  Allocations have been made available to support the 
collection of data for the stock.   

30/07/2020WRPP01700Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP01800929. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on a report (details supplied), in particular its conclusions on sustainable fishing. [20136/20]

30/07/2020WRPP01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The 2019 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services’ Global 
Assessment Report is extensive and well-informed and will be a useful reference for the sus-
tainability of fisheries and the biodiversity of the seas around Ireland going forward. In recent 
years, good work has been carried out on improving the sustainability of fisheries and reducing 
the human impact on the seas around Ireland, and we intend to continue this work in earnest.  

The Programme for Government sets down an ambitious programme of actions that promote 
sustainable seafood industry,  technical measures that promote sustainability, decrease by-catch 
and protect fish stocks for the future,  aggressively tackle the issue of waste in our seas, work to 
eliminate illegal fishing and promote a culture of compliance.  The Programme for Government 
supports the principles and ambition of the EU Biodiversity Strategy and commits to develop 
legislation to identify, designate and mange Marine Protected Areas in Irish territorial waters.  

30/07/2020WRPP02000Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRPP02100930. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
minutes and action points will be provided arising from his recent meeting with representatives 
of an organisation (details supplied). [20137/20]

30/07/2020WRPP02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On 24 July, 
I met with the organisation named as part of a range of introductory meetings with the farm 
organisations.  

We had wide-ranging discussions on a series of issues including CAP funding, Budget 2021, 
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the Beef Task Force, Brexit and the on-going efforts to re-open the Chinese market for Irish 
beef.  

I look forward to working with all stakeholders to address the many challenging issues fac-
ing the agri-food sector over the next few years. 

30/07/2020WRPP02300Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRPP02400931. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
minutes and action points arising will be provided from his recent meeting with EU Fisheries 
Commissioner, Virginijus Sinkevicius. [20138/20]

30/07/2020WRPP02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I met with 
Fisheries Commissioner Virginius Sinkevicius by video link on 23 July to discuss Ireland’s 
fisheries priorities, in particular our concerns regarding the impact of the UK’s departure from 
the EU on our fishing industry.

I explained to the Commissioner that I had met with representatives of Ireland’s fisheries 
sector the previous day and heard first-hand the substantial  impacts if there were significant 
changes to the current quota shares and access to waters arising from the EU/UK negotiations.   

I emphasised the importance of not isolating fisheries from the other elements of the Future 
Relationship negotiations.  I made clear to the Commissioner that we are placing our full reli-
ance on Mr Barnier and the Commissioner delivering on the agreed EU negotiation mandate 
that sets down clearly the EU objective to “uphold existing reciprocal access conditions, quota 
shares and traditional activity of the Union fleet”.  I assured the Commissioner of my full com-
mitment and co-operation in working to deliver a fisheries agreement that protects the interests 
of the Irish fishing sector now and into the future.

The discussion also covered other fisheries priorities including the EU funding package for 
the seafood sector, including COVID-related supports; the negotiations on a new EU Control 
framework  and control challenges facing Ireland, which were raised by the Commissioner; and 
finally the very strong commitment to progressing further our joint EU commitment to sustain-
able fisheries.  I advised the Commissioner of the commitments in the Programme for Govern-
ment in these areas and that I will be progressing these issues over the coming period.

30/07/2020WRPP02600Renewable Energy Generation

30/07/2020WRPP02700932. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
connection between the €10 million to support on-farm renewable energy investments in the 
July stimulus and the targeted agricultural modernisation schemes. [20139/20]

30/07/2020WRPP02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The indicative 
allocation for all of the TAMS scheme over the course of the Rural Development Plan is €395m. 
This indicative amount also includes funding for renewable energy investments.  There are 
approximately 50 renewable energy investment items funded across the seven schemes under 
TAMS II.

There are significantly growing numbers of applications under the TAMS schemes for 
the solar investments in particular and, to date in 2020, approximately €10 million has been 
claimed for renewable energy investment items. Approvals for renewable energy investments 
which are worth €11m are still outstanding to be claimed. 



30 July 2020

493

The additional allocation in the July stimulus for these investments under TAMS will help 
to ensure that we can meet the growing demand from applicants as well as driving significant 
growth in on-farm electricity generation. 

30/07/2020WRPP02900Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRPP03000933. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
minutes and action points arising will be provided from his recent meeting with organisations 
(details supplied). [20132/20]

30/07/2020WRPP03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On 22 July, 
I met with the fishing industry representatives from the catching, processing and inshore sec-
tors from the Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation (KFO), the Irish South and West Fish Produc-
ers’ Organisation (ISWFPO), the Irish South and East Fish Producers’ Organisation (ISEFPO), 
the Irish Fish Producers’ Organisation (IFPO), the National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF) 
and the Irish Fish Processors and Exporters Assocation (IFPEA). 

We had a detailed and informative meeting and I heard first-hand the industry representa-
tives’ concerns about the serious long-term issues their members would face in the event that 
the UK’s demands for a greater share of fish stocks and restricted access to UK fishing grounds 
were granted.  The industry representatives also set out the challenges facing their members 
arising from the COVID-19 crisis, which has resulted in weaker markets for fish with reduced 
prices for many species.

I assured the industry representatives of my commitment, and that of the Government, to 
work towards a fisheries agreement with the UK that protects their interests and ensures a 
long term future for our coastal communities which depend on the fisheries sector.  Regarding 
the challenges arising from the COVID-19 crisis, the Government’s clear intention is to provide 
supports that help to re-vitalise all areas of the economy including the seafood sector.  I will 
be working across Government to devise measures to support jobs and communities over the 
coming period.   

I look forward to working with the sector to deliver on the objective of the Programme 
for Government to build a sustainable fisheries sector.

30/07/2020WRPP03200Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP03300934. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that a ban on super trawlers fishing vessels from Irish waters is enacted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20231/20]

30/07/2020WRPP03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) is a set of rules for managing European fishing fleets and for conserving 
fish stocks.  Under this policy EU fishing fleets are given equal access to EU waters and fishing 
grounds subject to allocated fish quotas.  

In relation to the access so-called “super trawlers” have to Irish waters, I should point out 
that all foreign fishing vessels, on the north-west coast, are excluded from Ireland’s 12 mile 
fishing zone, other than for transit purposes.  All foreign pelagic fishing vessels, including pe-
lagic fishing vessels, are also precluded from fishing in Ireland’s 12 mile fishing zone on the 
west coast.  
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Irish fishing vessels greater than or equal to 36.58m (120 feet) in length fishing by means of 
trawls are precluded from fishing in Ireland’s 12 mile zone.  From 1 January 2020,  all trawling 
by larger trawlers, over 18m in length, in coastal waters inside Ireland’s 6-mile zone ceased 
other than for a sprat fishery which is being phased out during 2020 and 2021. 

30/07/2020WRPP03500Brexit Issues

30/07/2020WRPP03600935. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency measures he will enact for Irish fisheries to prepare for the prospect of a no-deal 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20232/20]

30/07/2020WRPP03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I would like to 
assure the Deputy that Fisheries is an important priority for Ireland. We are seeking to protect 
the interests of the Irish fleet in terms of both access and the quota share it currently enjoys 
in UK waters. From the outset of the negotiations, Ireland and our EU partners have been clear 
on our level of ambition in this area and on the fact that progress on an overall trade deal is 
linked to progress on fisheries. This is reflected in the EU negotiation mandate and the draft EU 
legal text. This government fully supports the proposal to maintain the current access and quota 
shares going forward.

Since taking office, I have met with the Fisheries Commissioner, Virginijus Sinkevicius by 
video link. I made clear to the Commissioner that we are placing our full reliance on Mr Barnier 
and the Commissioner to deliver on the agreed EU negotiation mandate that sets down clearly 
the EU objective to “uphold existing reciprocal access conditions, quota shares and traditional 
activity of the Union fleet.” 

I have also met with representatives of the Irish fishing industry on 22 July where I listened 
carefully to the clearly articulated challenges facing the fishing industry in the context of Brexit.  
I made clear that I will be pressing for a fisheries agreement with the UK that upholds both 
existing quota shares and existing reciprocal access to UK waters. I will continue to press for 
the maintenance of the linkage of fisheries to the overall economic partnership agreement as 
this will be central to a successful agreement. I assured the industry representatives of my com-
mitment and that of the Government to work towards a fisheries agreement with the UK that 
protects their interests and ensures a long term future for our coastal communities dependant 
on fisheries

In the event of a Fisheries Agreement between the UK and the EU is not put in place by 
the end of 2020, and which the EU has specified must be agreed in the overall context of fu-
ture partnership, the key issues for the Irish fishing sector are the potential loss of access for 
Irish and other EU vessels to the UK fishing zone, the need to ensure ongoing protection of fish 
stocks in the waters around Ireland from a subsequent increase in fishing activity and potential 
supports for the seafood sector to meet the challenges they may face.  It is also important to be 
aware that, if a fisheries agreement is not agreed, the EU and Ireland could also face a loss of 
quota share.   

In this situation, it will be necessary for a co-ordinated European response to ensure that 
there would be proportionate and equitable use of mitigation measures for the fishing fleet over-
seen by the EU Commission.  

Following the threat of a UK departure without a Withdrawal agreement, the EU Member 
States prepared an EU Brexit Contingency plan that was published on the 10th April 2019.  This 
highlighted fisheries as one of the most immediately critical issues facing the EU in a no-deal 
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Brexit.  In the event of a Fisheries Agreement is not agreed, we could immediately face the situ-
ation of the UK deciding to deny EU fishing vessels from EU waters in 2021.   

I intend over the autumn to prepare for all scenarios, while strongly supporting the negotia-
tion of a Fisheries agreement in line with the EU Council mandate.  I will be seeking additional 
EU funds to support  mitigation measures if they become necessary.  In that regard, the €5 bil-
lion Brexit Adjustment Reserve fund agreed as part of the EU budget for the next seven years 
recogonises that if a future relationship agreement is not in place, it will be essential to provide 
financial support to counter unforeseen and adverse consequences in Member States and sectors 
that are worst affected and this would clearly apply to the fisheries sector.

30/07/2020WRPP03800Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRPP03900936. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sup-
port schemes that will be available to Irish coastal fishing vessels to avail of emerging biomass 
technology and initiatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20233/20]

30/07/2020WRPP04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Operational Programme 
2014-2020 is the vehicle for financial supports to the seafood sector and is co-funded by the 
Government of Ireland and the European Union.  However, the current programme is coming 
to a close.

The development of a new operational programme for the sustainable development of the 
seafood sector for the 2021-27 period is currently underway but, as yet, not finalised. Therefore, 
it is not possible to outline future supports. The Programme will be developed in the context of 
the proposed EU Regulation on a European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, which 
is presently being negotiated by the EU co-legislators.  The new operational programme will be 
co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European Union.

I should also point out that responsiblity for the regulation of marine fuels and safety at sea 
rests with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport. 

30/07/2020WRPP04100Common Fisheries Policy

30/07/2020WRPP04200937. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to request a renegotiation of the EU Common Fisheries Policy with a view to secur-
ing additional proportion of quotas for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20234/20]

30/07/2020WRPP04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) is a set of rules for managing European fishing fleets and for conserving 
fish stocks. Designed to manage a common resource, it gives all European fishing fleets equal 
access to EU waters and fishing grounds and allows fishermen to compete fairly.

The current CFP came into force on 1 January 2014 following an extensive reform process 
and is due to be reviewed by the end of 2022.  The review of the CFP is a detailed process in-
volving extensive consultation with stakeholders across the EU.  The European Commission 
has advised that it intends to  commence the review process when there is clarity on the future 
relationship of the EU and the UK.

Relative stability refers to the fixed percentage share of fish stocks allocated to Member 
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States and was established as a principle of the first Common Fisheries Policy in 1983.  The 
percentage share of each stock for each Member State was based on the average catch of each 
Member State over a set reference period and has remained unchanged during each ten year 
cycle of reviews of the CFP.     

It is important to note that the ongoing negotations on the future relationship with the UK 
are not a renegotiation of the CFP.  The EU negotiating mandate for these discussions sets down 
very clearly the EU position to ‘uphold existing reciprocal access conditions, quota shares and 
traditional activity of the Union fleet’.   Over the coming period, the challenge facing us is to 
deliver an EU/ UK fisheries agreement that protects the interests of our fishing fleet and fishing 
communities and this is my priority and that of the Government.

30/07/2020WRPP04400Rockall Island Ownership

30/07/2020WRPP04500938. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of the waters adjacent to Rockall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20235/20]

30/07/2020WRPP04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I am advised 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade that the position is as follows.

The exclusive economic zone (EEZ) is the body of water that stretches from 12 nautical 
miles offshore out to a distance of 200 miles. The seabed beneath the EEZ is the continental 
shelf.

Largely due to efforts made by Ireland throughout the 1970s, international law is now clear 
that uninhabitable rocks such as Rockall have no entitlement to a continental shelf or an EEZ 
and so, sovereignty over such a rock is irrelevant for the purposes of establishing boundaries 
between continental shelves and EEZs of neighbouring States.  Sovereignty, and whether such 
a rock has a 12-mile territorial sea, are separate issues that do not arise in establishing boundar-
ies between continental shelves and EEZs.

The United Kingdom claims sovereignty over Rockall and thus a twelve mile territorial 
sea around it.  The United Kingdom first made its claim of sovereignty to Rockall in 1955 and 
sought to incorporate it as part of the UK in its domestic law by virtue of the Island of Rockall 
Act 1972. 

The Irish Government does not accept the UK’s claim to sovereignty over Rockall, which it 
regards as forming part of the UK’s exclusive economic zone.  Accordingly, up until the UK’s 
departure from the EU, it was part of European Union waters under the Common Fisheries 
Policy, to which the principle of equal access for the vessels of all EU Member States applied 
and continues to apply during the transition period.  

30/07/2020WRPP04700Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRPP04800939. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications granted in connection to forestry in each year since 2015 and to date in 
2020, by county; the number within a year that were appealed to the forestry appeals commit-
tee; the average length of appeals in each year, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20236/20]

30/07/2020WRPP04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment makes extensive forestry statistics available on its website.  The table below shows the 
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number of forestry applications granted in each county from 2015 to 30th June, 2020.   

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Carlow 1 15 16 2 5 1
Cavan 20 86 60 52 47 14
Clare 29 121 94 69 48 9
Cork 39 102 84 69 37 34
Donegal 7 6 15 16 10 4
Dublin 1 3 6 1 0 0
Galway 16 99 68 55 38 18
Kerry 15 93 93 67 46 20
Kildare 0 16 12 5 10 1
Kilkenny 12 32 33 19 14 4
Laois 8 32 21 7 9 0
Leitrim 20 96 82 58 44 16
Limerick 19 38 21 27 7 5
Longford 23 51 58 25 22 17
Louth 2 6 6 1 2 0
Mayo 33 118 81 79 50 25
Meath 7 29 19 17 8 9
Monaghan 5 16 31 13 16 6
Offaly 11 36 40 17 18 11
Roscom-
mon

44 112 110 97 57 31

Sligo 19 68 59 37 28 9
Tipperary 14 45 45 25 4 2
Waterford 9 37 20 7 11 11
Westmeath 8 56 59 21 18 17
Wexford 12 36 22 19 12 5
Wicklow 3 27 36 13 18 11
The number of licences appealed each year is below.

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 Totals
Licences 
under valid 
appeal

14 105 235 276 630

The average number of weeks, from appeal to decision is in the following table. My De-
partment has allocated additonal resources to the FAC this year through the provision of new 
planners which has resulted in  signficant increase in their output year to date. I am also giving 
consideration to further legislative amendments which can further improve the efficiencies of 
the FAC’s operations.    

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020
Average weeks 
from appeal to 
decision

41 59 33 14
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30/07/2020WRPP05000Common Agricultural Policy

30/07/2020WRPP05100940. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to continue the convergence process through the CAP transition period; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20237/20]

30/07/2020WRPP05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Convergence 
is a feature of the current CAP and the new CAP proposals intend to continue with this policy. 
Ireland has supported this element of these proposals. Convergence aims to redistribute and 
flatten the value of CAP payment entitlements and like all elements of the CAP, there are differ-
ing views regarding its implementation.

Under the current CAP some €93million was redistributed from farmers with payment en-
titlements values above the national average to raise the value of payment entitlement held 
by farmers that were below the national average. This was implemented in a planned, phased 
manner over the five years of the Basic Payment Scheme and the steps of the convergence was 
notified to each farmer. This period of planned convergence ended in 2019 following its suc-
cessful implementation. 

The drafting of the regulations regarding the transition period are ongoing at present. It is 
proposed to enable member states to continue convergence during the transition period, if they 
so wish. 

I am reflecting on the approach that should be adopted and I will continue engagement with 
the relevant stakeholder organisations.  I am mindful that any decision on convergence during 
the transition period is interlinked with plans for convergence in the new CAP. 

30/07/2020WRPP05300Pigmeat Sector

30/07/2020WRPP05400941. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide a bespoke financial scheme to support the pig sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20238/20]

30/07/2020WRPP05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): TAMS II mea-
sures provide grants for capital investment in physical assets to assist the agriculture sector, in-
cluding the pig sector, to develop their businesses. An increase in the investment ceiling for the 
Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme under TAMs was a key recommendation from the PISG and 
this is currently being put in place. Other supports stemming from the PISG’s work cover ani-
mal health, biosecurity and the LEAN Programme. The Lean Programme for the sector was 
rolled out in 2019 by DAFM in partnership with Bord Bia, Teagasc and Enterprise Ireland, 
and has continued to operate in 2020, within the confines of the restrictions imposed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In 2019, approximately one-third of Irish pigmeat exports in value terms went to interna-
tional markets. My Department continues to pursue the opening of new markets for pigmeat 
and the enhancement of existing ones in consultation with stakeholders. Currently, Irish pig-
meat can be exported to a broad range of international markets including Canada, China, Ja-
pan, South Korea, and the USA. In May, the opening of the Mexican market to Irish exporters 
was achieved. With a population of more than 120 million, the Mexican market represents a 
substantial opportunity for Irish pigmeat exports. 

There are no plans at present to provide an additional financial scheme to support the pig 
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sector. The grade E average pig price for 2020 to date is 8.1% higher than in 2019. Currently, 
the Irish price stands at €1.63/kg, 10% above the EU average.  

My Department and I will continue to closely monitor the sector on an ongoing basis and, in 
partnership with all stakeholders, implement appropriate measures as necessary. 

30/07/2020WRPP05600Pigmeat Sector

30/07/2020WRPP05700942. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of pig farmers by county; the average number of pigs per farm and county, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20239/20]

30/07/2020WRPP05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Diseas-
es of Animals Act 1966 (National Pig Identification and Tracing System)(Amendment) Order 
2010 (S.I. 364 of 2010) requires that any person who keeps any pigs, must, at least annually, 
conduct a census on his/her holding, at a time determined by the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.  The 2019 Pig Census was conducted on 13 October 2019.  

The information provided below in answer to the Deputy’s question is extracted from the 
2019 Annual Pig Census Report, published on my Department’s website at https://www.agri-
culture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/animalidentificationandmovement/nation
alpigcensus/2019PigCensusReport190220.pdf.

The average number of pigs kept on an active pig herd in 2019 was 1,008.

The number of active pig herds per county and the number of pigs recorded per county in 
2019 are detailed in the following Table. 

Number of Active Pig Herds and Number of Pigs by County in 2019

County Number of Active Herds Total Pigs
Carlow 41 40,715
Cavan 101 320,514
Clare 47 6,647
Cork 259 285,951
Donegal 64 49,867
Dublin 31 178
Galway 57 5,701
Kerry 62 46,076
Kildare 59 36,200
Kilkenny 54 48,585
Laois 58 60,624
Leitrim 25 5,286
Limerick 52 45,567
Longford 21 65,712
Louth 15 18,921
Mayo 53 18,912
Meath 82 39,118
Monaghan 29 34,939
Offaly 39 84,932
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County Number of Active Herds Total Pigs
Roscommon 41 23,905
Sligo 20 3,244
Tipperary 117 170,623
Waterford 57 69,639
Westmeath 46 8,2199
Wexford 119 71,301
Wicklow 82 8,765
Total 1,631 1,644,121
Note: An active pig herd is denoted as a herd which is currently populated, or reported as 

having been populated at some stage in the immediate preceding 12 months.

30/07/2020WRPP05900Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

30/07/2020WRPP06000943. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of badgers that have been vaccinated and culled, respectively, in each year since 2010 
and to date in 2020; his views on whether the measures have been effective in tackling tubercu-
losis; if vaccination or culling is more effective in this regard; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20240/20]

30/07/2020WRPP06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Extensive re-
search funded by DAFM since the 1980s concluded that badgers posed a significant disease 
transmission route for bovine TB (bTB). Therefore, it was critical to address this risk as part of 
the eradication programme. Commencing in 2002, systems were put in place whereby serious 
breakdowns of bTB were investigated by a state veterinarian. If evidence was established of in-
fection being introduced by badgers, this would trigger a survey for signs of badger activity and 
to identify the location of badger setts.  A targeted removal program would follow the comple-
tion of these surveys which involved trapping/removing badgers within a 2Km radius of the 
affected farm, and by this means the local badger densities would be maintained at an average 
of 0.5 badgers Km2, which is below the 2-3 badgers Km2 normally found in the areas of Ireland 
where cattle are grazed/farmed.  By 2016 roughly one third (33%) of the agricultural land of the 
country was part of DAFMs wildlife program area, and maintaining the local badger popula-
tions at the 0.5 badgers Km2 target resulted in roughly 6,000 badgers being removed each year.

This policy is recognised as playing a crucial role in reducing bTB herd incidence from over 
6.5% in 2002 to the low point achieved in 2016 of 3.27%. While the Wildlife Programme has 
been very successful in terms of contributing to lowering of bTB levels in cattle in recent years, 
it is not sustainable in the longer term given its ultimate impact on badger ecology and Ireland’s 
commitments under the Berne convention.  

My Department has also funded a badger vaccine research programme since 2002. Results 
have informed and supported the development of the current badger vaccine policy which was 
formally launched by my Department in January 2018.  The research proved that Bacillus 
Calmette–Guérin vaccine (BCG) (which is used in humans) can be used in badgers to gener-
ate sufficient immunity to address the risk of TB following a large field trial carried out in a 
755 Km2 area in Kilkenny over the period 2009-2012.  This trial showed that BCG did protect 
vaccinated badgers in the wild, and that it provided levels of protection (the scientific term is 
efficacy) of 60% (i.e. 6 out of 10 vaccinated badgers are protected by BCG).  A complementary 
trial (Non-Inferiority Trial) ran in areas in six (6) counties during the period 2014-2017, where 
capture/vaccination/release of badgers in areas was compared with capture/remove in other ar-
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eas in the same counties and this trial has shown that vaccination/release can be substituted for 
long-term continuous culling of badgers once the densities of badgers in a bTB endemic area 
are first reduced by the targeted culling program which is implemented by DAFM.

My Department announced in January 2018 that the policy of vaccination of badgers would 
now be part of the TB eradication programme, and will eventually replace a majority of the 
current culling program.  Beginning by expanding the vaccination areas in the initial counties 
where vaccine is used (counties Cork, Galway, Kilkenny, Longford, Louth, Monaghan, Tipper-
ary and Waterford) substituting vaccination for culling will be  rolled out, on a phased basis, to 
every county.  The removal of badgers from areas with severe cattle TB outbreaks which are 
epidemiologically linked to badgers will continue, where necessary to reduce the risk of TB to 
cattle and the level of TB in the badger population.

Converting the current unvaccinated population of badgers in bTB endemic areas to a pre-
dominantly vaccinated badger population will result in fewer TB infected badgers and fewer 
instances of badgers infecting other badgers or cattle, and so, in conjunction with other cattle 
focused measures and controls, will ultimately facilitate the final eradication of bTB from Ire-
land’s cattle population.

The number of badgers that have been culled and vaccinated respectively in each year since 
2010 and to date in 2020 are set out in the following table:

Year Culled Vaccinated
2010 5,607  
2011 6,679  
2012 6,736  
2013 5,902  
2014 6,161 *1,000
2015 5,895 *1,000
2016 5,816 *1,000
2017 5,464 *1,000
2018 5,360 *1,000
2019 4,976 1,618
2020 2,428 2,513
*Vaccination of badgers in 2018 continued at the levels experienced during the trials, i.e. at 

a rate of approximately 1,000 per year

The 2018 End of Year Report for the Department’s Wildlife Unit is available at:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/animalhealthwelfare/diseasecontrols/tu-
berculosistbandbrucellosis/tbforum/2018NPWSEndofYearReport090819.pdf.

30/07/2020WRPP06200Tuberculosis Incidence

30/07/2020WRPP06300944. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of instances of tuberculosis reported in 2019 and to date in 2020; the number of farms 
affected; the number of tuberculosis instances associated with suckler herds; the number associ-
ated with dairy herds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20242/20]

30/07/2020WRPP06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The informa-
tion requested is set down in the Table below. The categorisation reflects the description on 
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the DAFM animal health IT system. 

Herd TB Restrictions count by Herd Type 2019 and 2020 to date. 

 Total Suckler Dairy Beef Other
Herds Restricted in 2019 4,060 1,750 1,183 941 186
Herds Restricted since 
01/01/2020

2,499 1,105 726 545 123

30/07/2020WRPP06500Tuberculosis Incidence

30/07/2020WRPP06600945. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
new measures he proposes to implement to address the continued prevalence of tuberculosis 
outbreaks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20243/20]

30/07/2020WRPP06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): A bTB Stake-
holder Forum was established in 2018 to consider initiatives consistent with achieving eradica-
tion by 2030. The Forum finalised its report last year containing a series of proposals which had 
broad stakeholder support. 

I will be launching a renewed TB strategy in the near future which will be informed by the 
Forum Report. 

Stakeholders have recognised that further preventative measures are required if the ambi-
tion of eradication by 2030 is to be achieved. Steadily reducing the risk of disease transmission 
is the best way in which support can be provided to all Irish farmers – those whose herds are 
impacted by bTB and critically those whose herds are clear and who wish to remain free of the 
disease. 

Strategy measures will be underpinned by the principle of supporting and empowering 
farmers to reduce the bTB risk to their cattle by making informed choices to protect their herd 
and their neighbour’s herds from becoming infected. Equally, it will focus on supporting herd-
owners whose herds are affected with bTB  to clear their herds of infection. 

The risks associated with each potential transmission channel will be reduced through a se-
ries of coordinated measures, which will be applied in addition to the existing programme and 
in full compliance with the EU requirements for bTB eradication. 

Most recent disease statistics point to a concerning trend. Herd incidence is rising and at 
4.1% on a rolling annual basis is at its highest level since 2012. Equally, the number of reactors 
identified in the last 12 months has exceeded for 20,000 for the first time since 2010. In light 
of these trends it is vital that all stakeholders show leadership in supporting disease-reducing 
measures.

30/07/2020WRPP06800Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRPP06900946. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which the commitment of Ireland to the sustainable development goals will be reflected 
in the Strategy and Work Plans 2020-2025; the way in which progress towards achieving the 
goals will be monitored and reported annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20244/20]
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30/07/2020WRPP07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all countries of the United Nations, has sev-
enteen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). There is a whole-of-government response to 
the delivery of Ireland’s SDG commitments. My colleague, the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment has lead responsibility for promoting and overseeing the co-
herent implementation of the SDGs on a whole-of-Government basis, while other Ministers 
retain responsibility for implementing the individual SDGs relating to issues under their aegis. 
My Department is a lead on the following five SDGs:

- Goal 2: Zero Hunger

- Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production

- Goal 14: Life below Water

- Goal 15: Life on Land

- Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals

Progress on these is reported to the CSO SDG Governance Board.

As part of the National Implementation Plan 2018-2020, there was a commitment to include 
reference in all new Statements of Strategy to all SDG targets for which a Department has lead 
responsibility. My Department’s new Statement of Strategy, due to be published within six 
months of Government formation, will include the SDGs.

The Agri-Food 2030 Committee, made up of stakeholders from across the sector, is cur-
rently engaged in a process to develop a new 10-year industry vision to succeed Food Wise 
2025. This will also feature the SDGs. 

Preparations are also due to commence at the SDG Interdepartmental Working Group for 
the next National Implementation Plan (2021-2023), which is expected to be published early 
next year.

30/07/2020WRPP07100Agricultural Colleges

30/07/2020WRPP07200947. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will allocate funds to students in agricultural colleges similar to those available to students in 
other institutions through the Covid-19 education fund in view of the fact that agricultural col-
leges are excluded from that scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20245/20]

30/07/2020WRPP07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment does not provide direct grants to students in the seven Agricultural Colleges run by 
Teagasc.  State support for Teagasc activities is provided yearly via block Grant in Aid funding 
which Teagasc then distributes across its research, advisory, education and training services to 
fund specific programmes, initiatives, actions etc. 

The Grant in Aid allocation for this year is €137.5m an increase of over €4m on 2019. There 
is no scope to provide additional Grant in Aid funds this year.

30/07/2020WRPP07400Environmental Policy

30/07/2020WRPP07500948. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the de-
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tails of his engagement with the European Commission regarding the prospect of a ban on the 
use of glyphosate; the contingency measures he will employ should such a ban be proposed and 
or implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20246/20]

30/07/2020WRPP07600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The current 
EU approval of glyphosate runs until December 2022. The EU process to consider if the ap-
proval can be renewed has started and is both detailed and rigorous. A technical dossier was 
formally submitted to the European Commission on 8 June 2020 by a group of interested com-
panies known as the Glyphosate Renewal Group. The dossier will be made available to the 
public during the summer.

The dossier will be jointly evaluated by the Member State Assessment Group on Glypho-
sate, comprising France, Hungary, the Netherlands and Sweden, who will draft a Renewal As-
sessment Report (RAR). The Assessment Group will undertake a comprehensive evaluation 
of all relevant data, comprising both specified regulatory studies and literature data, and will 
assess the most up-to-date information.

The assessment report will then be submitted to the Commission and the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA).  EFSA will then initiate a scientific peer review process, which is 
expected to commence in the second half of 2021. The peer review process will involve public 
consultation and the participation of scientific experts from EFSA and Member State competent 
authorities, including the involvement of Irish experts.

EFSA will send its conclusions to the European Commission, who will make a proposal on 
whether or not to reapprove glyphosate. It is at that point that the Member State representatives 
on the EU regulatory committee dealing with pesticides legislation will vote on the Commis-
sion proposal and must reach a decision before the current approval expires on 15 December 
2022.

As has been the case previously, my Department will be guided by the scientific assess-
ment, EFSA’s conclusions on the EU evaluation and peer review processes concerning any 
decisions on glyphosate.

30/07/2020WRQQ00200Common Agricultural Policy

30/07/2020WRQQ00300949. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
proposals for an early retirement scheme in the new CAP; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20247/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): In recent 
years, the priority of my Department has shifted to the encouragement of generational change 
for farmers by assisting the development of our young farmers. There is a range of supports in 
place, including specific agri-taxation measures to incentivise this generational change. These 
agri-taxation measures specifically aimed at young farmers include 100% stock relief on in-
come tax for certain young trained farmers and stamp duty exemption on transfers of land to 
young trained farmers. 

Under the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme, there is also an enhanced capital 
investment scheme for young trained farmers under the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation 
Schemes. This Scheme provides them with grant aid at a rate of 60% of the cost of the invest-
ment, compared to the standard grant rate of 40%, and I believe it is an important support and 
encouragement to young farmers starting in agriculture for the first time.
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Generational renewal continues to be a priority for my Department and will form an impor-
tant part of the CAP post-2020. My Department and I are actively engaging with other Member 
States and the EU on these issues during the current negotiations on new CAP proposals. We 
can then consider in more detail when we have the final EU Regulations as part of the wider 
consideration of all proposals for the next CAP.

30/07/2020WRQQ00500Agriculture Industry

30/07/2020WRQQ00600950. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farms that availed of the nitrates directive derogation by county in each year since 
2016, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20248/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): In December 
2017, Ireland secured a renewal of its nitrates derogation for the period 2018 – 2021 on the 
basis of a strengthened set of water protection measures. There is an obligation to review Ire-
land’s Nitrates Regulations in 2021 and the Nitrates derogation will be considered as part of 
this review.   

Ireland conducted a voluntary interim review in 2019 to examine further opportunities for 
derogation farmers to improve efficiencies and continue to reduce their environmental footprint 
with particular regard to water, climate and air quality. The measures in Ireland’s nitrates dero-
gation take account of the growing numbers of derogation farmers who are farming at intensive 
stocking rates and also environmental objectives for water, climate change and ammonia which 
Ireland must achieve. Furthermore, opportunities for large savings on farms through better 
grassland management and improved timing and application of fertiliser are taken into account. 

All derogation farm holdings are subject to strict controls.

Attached is a record of nitrate derogation applications per county from 2016 - 2020 inclu-
sive.

Number of Nitrate Derogation Applications per County in 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 
2020

County 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Carlow 92 93 95 95 89
Cavan 133 132 112 107 94
Clare 60 64 55 56 50
Cork 2,239 2,272 2,219 2,145 2,076
Donegal 115 115 108 103 90
Dublin 3 3 4 2 1
Galway 172 169 156 146 141
Kerry 419 420 338 385 370
Kildare 63 74 72 67 66
Kilkenny 460 491 516 513 496
Laois 221 231 240 241 237
Leitrim 7 5 1 1 2
Limerick 363 380 376 354 329
Longford 20 22 20 19 15
Louth 80 86 80 82 78
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County 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Mayo 59 55 49 44 41
Meath 158 165 167 166 165
Monaghan 330 315 309 275 279
Offaly 113 118 127 126 131
Roscommon 14 13 14 16 18
Sligo 20 20 19 20 18
Tipperary 793 827 844 861 820
Waterford 376 392 385 390 372
Westmeath 58 63 62 61 62
Wexford 350 381 393 383 382
Wicklow 86 89 86 82 79
Total 6,804 6,995 6,897 6,750 6,501

30/07/2020WRQQ00800Beef Industry

30/07/2020WRQQ00900951. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will pursue a certification for carbon-neutral beef; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20249/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): While there 
is currently no specific carbon neutral beef standard, my Department is progressing a range of 
actions aimed at improving the environmental sustainability of agri-food production in gen-
eral. and beef production in particular. Current schemes, such as the Beef Data and Genomics 
Programme (BDGP) and Beef Environmental Efficiency Programme-Sucklers (BEEP-S), are 
focused on permanently improving the carbon efficiency of the beef herd.  

The Programme for Government includes commitments to work with farmers to address 
the climate and biodiversity crisis, while rewarding farmers for adapting to more sustainable 
farming methods.    

30/07/2020WRQQ01100Harbours and Piers

30/07/2020WRQQ01200952. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a deep water quay at Ros A Mhíl Fishery Harbour Centre, County Galway; his plans to 
pursue the development of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20251/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ01300953. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the planning permission for a deep water quay at Ros An Mhíl Fishery Harbour Centre will ex-
pire; if the project will be developed prior to expiration of permission; if an application will be 
made to extend planning permission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20252/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ01400954. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
cost-benefit analysis commissioned by his Department and conducted by a company (details 
supplied) on a deep water quay at Ros A Mhíl Fishery Harbour Centre, County Galway con-
cluded that it was a worthwhile project; the cost of this report; his proposed actions on foot of 
the findings of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20253/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 952, 953 and 954 together.
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My Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour 
Centres (FHC), located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros 
An Mhíl under statute.

Funding is made available on an annual basis by my Department to the Fishery Harbour 
Centres, including Ros an Mhíl, via the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme. A phased programme for the infrastructural development of Ros an Mhíl 
FHC has been progressed over the last number of years, which has seen a significant invest-
ment. In total, approx €31m has been invested in capital developments at Ros an Mhíl FHC 
between 2000 and 2019. In addition, in excess of €1.5m has been allocated for capital works in 
the harbour in 2020.

The possibility of a deep-water berthing project at Ros an Mhíl FHC has been mooted for 
some time. The Department commissioned DKM consultants to conduct a Cost Benefit Analy-
sis into the development of a deep water quay at Ros an Mhíl.  A draft report was submitted to 
the Department in June 2017. While positive, the Department had reservations with the report 
and never formally accepted it. The cost of this report was €28,500.

Since the report was drafted, there have been changes to some of the fundamentals under-
pinning the original analysis. In 2018, the Department subsequently commissioned engineer-
ing consultants to undertake a review of the design solutions, scoping options and operational 
aspects of a possible future project. An interim draft of the Quay Wall Peer Review Report was 
received in April 2019. This report identified the need for additional site investigations to be 
carried out in Ros an Mhíl. 

These site investigation works were carried out in August/September 2019 and have now 
been completed. The final Quay Wall Peer Review report was received on 27th July 2020. The 
Department will now consider the final report including the site investigation results to inform 
a future assessment of possible design solutions and scoping options, which will, in themselves, 
inform any future decisions on progressing this project. 

Planning permission had been obtained for this project, this permission has been extended 
to April 2023. 

As is the case with all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres generally, any future 
decision with regard to formally initiating this project in Ros an Mhíl, will only be considered 
on the basis of available exchequer funding and competing national priorities.

30/07/2020WRQQ01800EU Funding

30/07/2020WRQQ01900955. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funds his Department received from the EU MFF in respect of pillar 1 in each year 
since 2010; the expected return for 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20254/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The informa-
tion requested by the deputy is set out in the table below.   

Year Programme Amount (in millions)
2010 EAGF 2007-2013 1,305
2011 EAGF 2007-2013 1,298
2012 EAGF 2007-2013 1,285
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Year Programme Amount (in millions)
2013 EAGF 2007-2013 1,231
2014 EAGF 2014-2020 1,219
2015 EAGF 2014-2020 1,215
2016 EAGF 2014-2020 1,098
2017 EAGF 2014-2020 1,228
2018 EAGF 2014-2020 1,222
2019 EAGF 2014-2020 1,193
2020* EAGF 2014-2020 1,237
* Pillar 1 Expected Receipts 2020 for the full year are projected to be €1,289m 

It can be noted that Pillar 1  (EAGF ) Funds actually received  from the  EU  vary year-to-
year due to a variety of reasons including the timing of payments realative to the recoupment 
claim dates, the flexible nature of market measures and also take account of relevant monies due 
from the member state to the Commission  e.g. in respect intervention stock trading, various 
exclusions  or where certain  levies were payable,  particularly  the milk super levy up to 2016. 

30/07/2020WRQQ02100EU Funding

30/07/2020WRQQ02200956. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funds his Department expects to receive based on the agreement of the European 
Council from the EU MFF in respect of pillar 1 in each year of the next MFF in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20255/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ02300958. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funds his Department expects to receive based on the agreement of the European 
Council from the EU MFF in respect of pillar 2 in each year of the next MFF in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20257/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 956 and 958 together.

Ireland’s key objective throughout the negotiations on the post-2020 EU budget has been 
the retention of a sufficient budget for CAP post-2020. 

Notwithstanding the challenging negotiations, the overall outcome is a positive one.  Ire-
land has succeeded in the objective to maintain the CAP budget for the 2021-2027 period for 
the farming sector and rural development.  The Commission’s original proposal for the CAP 
included a 15% cut in rural development expenditure and a 4% cut in direct payments.  These 
planned cuts have now been reversed.  

The negotiation of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) took place in constant 
2018 prices.  The CAP 2021-2027 will be €343.944 billion including the allocation of €7.5 bil-
lion for the EU Next Generation Fund.  There are a number of elements to the overall package 
and a detailed examination is ongoing. 

CAP payments made to farmers will be spent in current prices which will bring this funding 
to some €386 billion, in comparison to €375 billion for the current CAP allocations for the EU 
27 and in comparison to the Commission Proposal which would have resulted in a CAP budget 
of €365 billion.  Annual allocations by Member State have not yet been published by the Com-
mission.      
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The proposal for the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework launched in 2018 and ne-
gotiations have been ongoing since that time.  This agreement at European Council level brings 
this process another step forward.  The final stage will be agreement with the European Parlia-
ment which is hoped to be reached in October 2020.   The Government’s position has always 
been that a strong and properly funded CAP is a fundamental requirement if we are to continue 
to support the sector. I therefore welcome this agreement which represents a positive outcome 
for Ireland.

30/07/2020WRQQ02500EU Funding

30/07/2020WRQQ02600957. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funds his Department received from the EU MFF in respect of pillar 2 in each year 
since 2010; the expected return for 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20256/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below  

EAFRD Receipts 2010 to 2020 Pillar II

Year Programme Amount (in  € mil-
lions) RDP 2007-
2013

Amount (in € mil-
lions) RDP  2014-
2020

2010 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

295  

2011 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

330  

2012 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

326  

2013 2013-2007 RDP (Includes   
Leader)

257  

2014 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)/2014-2020 RDP 
(Includes Leader)

0 0

2015 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)/2014-2020 RDP 
(Includes Leader)

0 382

2016 2013-2007 RDP (Includes 
Leader)/2014-2020 RDP 
(Includes Leader)

123 276

2017 2014-2020 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

 255

2018 2014-2020 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

 319

2019 2014-2020 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

 324

2020* 2014-2020 RDP (Includes 
Leader)

 198

* Receipts to June 2020.  Receipts for 2020 are expected to amount to  €295m in total for 
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DAFM and DRCD 2020 in respect of Leader

The amount of Pillar 2 (EAFRD) funds received per annum is primarily based on the eligi-
ble expenditure in the relevant period with funds generally received from the EU in the quarter 
after the expenditure by the Department.  However, it can be noted that no pillar 2 receipts were 
received in  2014.  This is because the first receipts in respect of 2014-2020 RDP schemes were 
not paid by the Commission until formal approval of RDP in 2015 while, as per regulation, the 
payment by EU of last 5% of receipts for the 2007-13 programme was delayed until formal 
closure of RDP in 2016. 

  Question No. 958 answered with Question No. 956.

30/07/2020WRQQ02900Tillage Sector

30/07/2020WRQQ03000959. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of acres per county which were planted with rye in each year since 2010 and to date in 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20258/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The informa-
tion requested is currently being compiled and a reply will issue to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.

30/07/2020WRQQ03200Agriculture Schemes

30/07/2020WRQQ03300960. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
an application by a person (details supplied) for a BEAM scheme payment will be processed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20325/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): An applica-
tion under the BEAM scheme was submitted under appeal by the person named on the 19th 
August 2019 as they believed they had animals eligible for payment under the scheme.  The tag 
numbers provided by the person named as part of the appeal were reviewed by officials from 
my Department and it was determined that they did not meet the eligibility criteria for payment 
under the scheme.  

A letter detailing this decision issued to the person named on 7th October 2019 informing 
them of their right to appeal this outcome to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, Kilm-
inchy Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois.   

30/07/2020WRQQ03500GLAS Issues

30/07/2020WRQQ03600961. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the GLAS scheme will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20453/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): There are no 
plans to reopen the current GLAS scheme as it is fully subscribed and all funding is committed. 
This is also the case for our Rural Development Programme as a whole and all schemes therein 
are fully subscribed and the entire €4 bn budget is committed. 

The Programme for Government has set out clearly our strategy for agri-environment policy 
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including our ambition to allocate €1.5bn to a flagship environmental scheme under the next 
CAP. I have been very clear that the strong environmental ambition for the sector must be 
matched by a suitable CAP budget. This new scheme will be included in Ireland’s CAP Strate-
gic Plan and we aim to pilot some elements of this in the transitional phase between the CAP 
programming periods as well as adopting the best elements of our existing agri-environment 
schemes. 

I am particularly impressed, for example, with some of the early lessons from the locally-led 
schemes currently run by my Department and I know GLAS has delivered some really mean-
ingful environmental results.  It is important therefore that we reflect on what has worked and 
what hasn’t worked in designing new measures. There are a number of variables still undecided 
which mean it is difficult to be definitive at this stage about the precise details of future schemes. 
These include agreement on the legislative framework, both transitional and next CAP. 

We are pressing hard for the earliest possible adoption of the EU regulations to facilitate the 
operation of schemes during the transitional period as the first priority. This is to provide some 
certainty until such time as CAP regulations and associated funding arrangements are agreed. 
As soon as we have this legal certainty, we will provide clarity and engage with all the relevant 
stakeholders on next steps.  

This is priority work for me and my Department over the coming months. I attended my first 
meeting of our CAP consultative committee with the stakeholders recently and I see that forum 
as being key to the planning for our future policy on these issues.

30/07/2020WRQQ03800Common Agricultural Policy

30/07/2020WRQQ03900962. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will report on the outcome of discussions at the recent EU Agriculture Council in relation to 
CAP funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20454/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I assume the 
Deputy is referring to discussions on the Multiannual Financial Framework at the European 
Council. The retention of a sufficient budget for the post-2020 CAP has been a key objective 
of Ireland throughout the negotiations on the post-2020 EU budget.  The recent agreement at 
the European Council in July represents a positive outcome, as we have sought, in challenging 
negotiations, to reverse the original cuts proposed.   We have protected the CAP Budget for 
Ireland and successfully reversed the damaging cuts proposed.  I also welcome the inclusion in 
the EU Multiannual Financial Framework of a significant €5 billion Brexit adjustment Reserve 
to help those Member States most affected by Brexit.  

I welcome the outcome of the negotiations in respect of the CAP for Ireland.  Ireland has 
consistently rejected proposed cuts to the CAP budget post-2020, particularly given the ad-
ditional environmental and climate demands being made of farmers, and the need to meet the 
higher levels of environment and climate ambition set out in the new EU Farm to Fork and 
Biodiversity Strategies.  

In recognition of the particular structural challenges facing our agricultural sector, the pack-
age agreed includes a special additional allocation of €300 million in 2018 prices - some €337 
million in current prices - for Ireland. This national allocation has been made from the rural 
development element of the traditional MFF budgetary framework.  Detailed assessment of the 
overall proposal is ongoing and there are a number of elements to it.   

EU funding for CAP programmes will amount to some €386 billion in current prices, in com-
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parison to €375 billion allocated for the current CAP for the EU 27 and €365 billion originally 
proposed by the Commission.  

At the recent Agrifish Council in July which considered elements of the new CAP green 
architecture, I highlighted the importance of the retention of an adequate CAP budget in light of 
the ongoing needs of farmers, including the requirements of higher levels of environment and 
climate ambition set out in the new EU Farm to Fork and Biodiversity Strategies.  

30/07/2020WRQQ04100GLAS Issues

30/07/2020WRQQ04200963. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average amount of hedgerows in hectares; and the average amount of scrubland in hectares per 
farm taking part in the GLAS scheme by county within bands of 100 hectares in tabular form. 
[20455/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ04300964. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average amount of hedgerows in hectares; and the average amount of scrubland in hectares per 
farm taking part in the GLAS scheme by county within bands (details supplied) in tabular form. 
[20456/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 963 and 964 together.

The majority of actions in GLAS must be delivered on a parcel with a reference area on 
IACS as per the scheme terms and conditions. Due to this, GLAS does not hold data on scru-
bland.

Furthermore, the hedgerow actions are measured in metres and not hectares as per the speci-
fications. The below links provides the average amount of metres of hedgerow per county, 
planted under the GLAS scheme, within the bands specified.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-08-05_pq963-30-07-20_en.docx”>Table1and2</a>]

30/07/2020WRQQ04600Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRQQ04700965. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an application for forestry approval by a person (details supplied) in County Mayo was re-
ceived; and the details of each stage this application went through following receipt of this 
application. [20469/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Applications 
for forestry licences are processed under a formal consent system and every application must be 
carefully assessed for its potential impact on the surrounding countryside and environment. The 
application for afforestation by the person named is near to some designated sites and potential 
impacts on those sites must be considered.  In this respect, the person named submitted a Natura 
Impact Statement on 16th July, 2020. 

In line with my Department’s policy for those who submit a NIS, the file is now being given 
priority and has been returned to the Ecology Unit, where the NIS will be considered as part of 
the entire application under Appropriate Assessment (AA) procedures.  When the AA is com-
plete, it will be returned to the Forestry District Inspector who will complete his assessment of 
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the application.

30/07/2020WRQQ04900Live Exports

30/07/2020WRQQ05000966. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
value of live exports in each of the years 2015 to 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20536/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The export of 
animals is a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  It plays a significant role in stimulat-
ing price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers.  The Department 
facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring that 
live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards. 

The value of Live animal exports between 2015 and 2019 in table below. 

Note that the values for bovines include all cattle. The values are taken from CSO figures.

Year Jan-Dec   
2015

Jan-Dec   
2016

Jan-Dec   
2017

Jan-Dec   
2018

Jan-Dec   
2019

Value of 
Live Animal 
Exports

€000 €000 €000 €000 €000

Horses, 
Asses, Mules 
& Hinnies

259,230 202,419 282,911 265,782 267,353

Bovines 89,791 68,499 85,213 97,067 111,661
Swine 67,364 55,792 65,329 61,237 66,685
Sheep & 
Goats

1,892 2,038 2,712 1,884 973

Birds 12,065 10,953 11,617 13,257 8,365
Other 166 276 470 550 350
Live Ani-
mals Total

430,508 339,977 448,252 439,776 455,388

  Questions Nos. 967 and 968 answered with Question No. 912.

30/07/2020WRQQ05400Rural Development Programme

30/07/2020WRQQ05500969. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the rural development fund has been fully allocated; and the allocation made and to whom. 
[20555/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Ireland’s Rural 
Development Programme 2014 – 2020 (RDP) represents a substantial investment, by both the 
EU and the National Exchequer, in the agri-food sector and in Irish farmers. The RDP is co-
funded by the EU’s European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development ( EAFRD) to a sum 
of €2.19 billion over the programme lifespan. This EU funding is supplemented by Exchequer 
funding bringing the total allocation to over €4 billion, a substantial vote of confidence in Irish 
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farming.

The RDP includes a range of measures, including multi-annual schemes such as Green 
Low-carbon Agri-environment Scheme (GLAS), Beef Data & Genomics Programme (BDGP) 
and the Organic Farming Scheme (OFS), which are now closed and are fully subscribed. Oth-
er schemes such as Areas facing Natural or Other Constraints (ANC) are applied for on an 
annual basis, and others such as Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) will 
continue to recruit participants in tranches until the end of the RDP. The allocations to the vari-
ous measures are outlined in the attached table. I can confirm that the full €4 billion has been 
allocated to RDP measures. 

Measure €
Measure 1 - Knowledge transfer and information actions 95,800,000
Measure 2 - Advisory services 8,300,000
Measure 4 - Investments in physical assets (TAMS) 425,000,000
Measure 7 – Rural Services and renewal – Traditional 
Farm Buildings

6,000,000

Measure 10 - Agri-environment-climate  (GLAS, BDGP, 
Burren Programme, transitional REPS/AEOS)

1,531,005,630

Measure 11 - Organic farming 56,000,000
Measure 12 – Natura 48,250,000
Measure 13 - Payments to areas facing natural or other 
specific constraints (ANCs)

1,546,000,000

Measure 14 – Animal Welfare 100,000,000
Measure 16 - Co-operation – EIP AGRI (European Innova-
tion Partnerships)

62,000,000

Measure 19 - Support for LEADER local development 250,000,000
Measure 20 - Technical Assistance 8,145,000
Early Retirement Scheme Transitional 9,207,547
TOTAL 4,145,708,177
Ireland leads other Member States in terms of our implementation of the RDP and currently 

has the second highest rate of drawn-down of EU funds among all Member States. The aver-
age EU financial rate for draw down of funds up to the end of June 2020 was 63%, whereas 
Ireland’s execution rate was 85%. This progress is testament to the successful roll-out, uptake 
and implementation of schemes under the RDP. I fully anticipate that based on current up-take 
and projections, the entire budget allocation of some €4 billion for the Rural Development Pro-
gramme will be spent and that the entire €2.19 billion of EU co-funding will be drawn down. 

Information on all CAP funding beneficiaries including under the RDP measures is pub-
lished on my Department’s website and can be accessed by the following link:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/euinternationalpolicy/commonagricultur-
alpolicycap/capbeneficiariesdatabase/.

30/07/2020WRQQ05700Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRQQ05800970. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently 
working in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and 
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responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20611/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me 
as a Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

30/07/2020WRQQ06000Agriculture Schemes

30/07/2020WRQQ06100971. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if con-
tractors will be allowed to avail of funding under the LESS scheme; if consideration will be 
given to funding conversion kits for existing machinery for either farmers or contractors; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20754/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ06200973. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to December 2020 to expand the LESS scheme to allow contractors to apply; his further 
plans or to allow farmers to avail of the grant if they employ a licensed contractor using LESS 
equipment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20756/20]

30/07/2020WRQQ06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 971 and 973 together.

The EU regulations that govern the TAMS II Schemes under the Rural Development Pro-
gramme, 2014-2020 dictate that the recipients must be farmers, or groups of farmers. Therefore, 
the Department is precluded from funding the purchase of LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spread-
ing) equipment by contractors under TAMS II. The Department is, however, committed to the 
use of this equipment with over €28 milion funded to date for LESS investments under TAMS 
II.

Grant aid for conversion kits is not currently covered under the TAMS II Schemes.  It is 
not planned at present to make any change to the investment list to include these items for all 
farmers. Full details of these investments and all the TAMS II measures can be found on the 
Department’s website.

30/07/2020WRQQ06400Agriculture Schemes

30/07/2020WRQQ06500972. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding available under the LESS scheme in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020; 
and the amount of funding drawn down by person and county in tabular form. [20755/20]
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30/07/2020WRQQ06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The available 
budget for the LESS scheme for 2016 to 2020 is as outlined below. The average grant pay-
ment amount per application for LESS investments is €12,618.20. The breakdown by county of 
LESS payments for TAMS II is also outlined below.

2016: €2.600m

2017: €3.182m

2018: €3.853m

2019: €5.655m

2020: €8.400m

TAMS II - Grant payments For LESS Investments By County

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total

Carlow €0.00 €15,853.20 €65,730.40 €75,688.94 €142,729.22 €163,688.78 €463,690.54

Cavan €0.00 €12,399.18 €154,785.09 €254,382.72 €303,948.99 €246,484.87 €972,000.85

Clare €0.00 €16,552.83 €91,309.90 €104,057.63 €218,481.06 €134,913.43 €565,314.85

Cork €0.00 €196,326.29 €572,599.53 €1,503,823.12 €2,263,069.25 €1,560,404.72 €6,096,222.91

Donegal €0.00 €15,000.00 €105,397.80 €187,254.11 €282,163.97 €279,782.57 €869,598.45

Dublin €0.00 €0.00 €13,821.14 €0.00 €0.00 €25,283.62 €39,104.76

Galway €0.00 €100,773.60 €408,579.88 €282,847.33 €492,880.92 €256,384.64 €1,541,466.37

Kerry €0.00 €18,574.13 €177,171.36 €258,275.14 €402,079.20 €331,255.83 €1,187,355.66

Kildare €0.00 €0.00 €22,798.50 €98,260.15 €140,712.58 €54,132.72 €315,903.95

Kilkenny €0.00 €32,829.26 €178,723.16 €272,912.07 €802,892.47 €871,504.28 €2,158,861.24

Laois €0.00 €0.00 €102,238.96 €353,599.15 €217,735.70 €160,158.49 €833,732.30

Leitrim €0.00 €10,300.00 €36,806.40 €90,710.51 €21,990.20 €24,013.18 €183,820.29

Limerick €0.00 €0.00 €150,549.14 €100,259.87 €274,997.37 €357,155.36 €882,961.74

Longford €0.00 €18,151.44 €54,088.51 €198,105.92 €179,527.66 €130,469.51 €580,343.04

Louth €0.00 €0.00 €16,000.00 €48,185.20 €89,143.72 €91,982.71 €245,311.63

Mayo €0.00 €25,593.49 €175,876.43 €158,887.62 €149,377.83 €155,234.13 €664,969.50

Meath €0.00 €16,819.50 €100,566.65 €271,002.25 €365,893.26 €214,095.85 €968,377.51

Monaghan €0.00 €0.00 €150,985.15 €136,994.72 €238,714.68 €214,796.40 €741,490.95

Offaly €0.00 €12,241.30 €93,219.13 €194,240.66 €268,381.59 €281,800.47 €849,883.15

Roscommon €0.00 €76,924.14 €111,465.42 €157,321.41 €143,516.17 €55,614.36 €544,841.50

Sligo €0.00 €61,020.00 €50,075.54 €112,804.02 €89,563.31 €50,815.76 €364,278.63

Tipperary €0.00 €75,001.97 €420,230.87 €644,387.32 €1,117,247.16 €848,497.97 €3,105,365.29

Waterford €0.00 €0.00 €168,596.27 €343,052.37 €599,412.23 €527,649.06 €1,638,709.93

Westmeath €0.00 €11,360.00 €92,255.50 €115,134.93 €210,564.34 €118,005.96 €547,320.73

Wexford €0.00 €0.00 €93,369.29 €576,946.19 €883,859.82 €462,358.04 €2,016,533.34

Wicklow €0.00 €0.00 €46,341.45 €70,168.10 €125,008.03 €118,423.05 €359,940.63

Total €0.00 €715,720.33 €3,653,581.47 €6,609,301.45 €10,023,890.73 €7,734,905.76 €28,737,399.74

TAMS II - Grant payments For LESS Investments By County

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total

Carlow €0.00 €15,853.20 €65,730.40 €75,688.94 €142,729.22 €163,688.78 €463,690.54

Cavan €0.00 €12,399.18 €154,785.09 €254,382.72 €303,948.99 €246,484.87 €972,000.85

Clare €0.00 €16,552.83 €91,309.90 €104,057.63 €218,481.06 €134,913.43 €565,314.85

Cork €0.00 €196,326.29 €572,599.53 €1,503,823.12 €2,263,069.25 €1,560,404.72 €6,096,222.91

Donegal €0.00 €15,000.00 €105,397.80 €187,254.11 €282,163.97 €279,782.57 €869,598.45

Dublin €0.00 €0.00 €13,821.14 €0.00 €0.00 €25,283.62 €39,104.76

Galway €0.00 €100,773.60 €408,579.88 €282,847.33 €492,880.92 €256,384.64 €1,541,466.37

Kerry €0.00 €18,574.13 €177,171.36 €258,275.14 €402,079.20 €331,255.83 €1,187,355.66



30 July 2020

517

Kildare €0.00 €0.00 €22,798.50 €98,260.15 €140,712.58 €54,132.72 €315,903.95

Kilkenny €0.00 €32,829.26 €178,723.16 €272,912.07 €802,892.47 €871,504.28 €2,158,861.24

Laois €0.00 €0.00 €102,238.96 €353,599.15 €217,735.70 €160,158.49 €833,732.30

Leitrim €0.00 €10,300.00 €36,806.40 €90,710.51 €21,990.20 €24,013.18 €183,820.29

Limerick €0.00 €0.00 €150,549.14 €100,259.87 €274,997.37 €357,155.36 €882,961.74

Longford €0.00 €18,151.44 €54,088.51 €198,105.92 €179,527.66 €130,469.51 €580,343.04

Louth €0.00 €0.00 €16,000.00 €48,185.20 €89,143.72 €91,982.71 €245,311.63

Mayo €0.00 €25,593.49 €175,876.43 €158,887.62 €149,377.83 €155,234.13 €664,969.50

Meath €0.00 €16,819.50 €100,566.65 €271,002.25 €365,893.26 €214,095.85 €968,377.51

Monaghan €0.00 €0.00 €150,985.15 €136,994.72 €238,714.68 €214,796.40 €741,490.95

Offaly €0.00 €12,241.30 €93,219.13 €194,240.66 €268,381.59 €281,800.47 €849,883.15

Roscommon €0.00 €76,924.14 €111,465.42 €157,321.41 €143,516.17 €55,614.36 €544,841.50

Sligo €0.00 €61,020.00 €50,075.54 €112,804.02 €89,563.31 €50,815.76 €364,278.63

Tipperary €0.00 €75,001.97 €420,230.87 €644,387.32 €1,117,247.16 €848,497.97 €3,105,365.29

Waterford €0.00 €0.00 €168,596.27 €343,052.37 €599,412.23 €527,649.06 €1,638,709.93

Westmeath €0.00 €11,360.00 €92,255.50 €115,134.93 €210,564.34 €118,005.96 €547,320.73

Wexford €0.00 €0.00 €93,369.29 €576,946.19 €883,859.82 €462,358.04 €2,016,533.34

Wicklow €0.00 €0.00 €46,341.45 €70,168.10 €125,008.03 €118,423.05 €359,940.63

Total €0.00 €715,720.33 €3,653,581.47 €6,609,301.45 €10,023,890.73 €7,734,905.76 €28,737,399.74

  Question No. 973 answered with Question No. 971.

30/07/2020WRRR00200Agriculture Schemes

30/07/2020WRRR00300974. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding made available under the BEAM scheme to date; and the amount drawn 
down by county and year in tabular form. [20757/20]

30/07/2020WRRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The objective 
of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) is to provide temporary exceptional adjustment 
aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132.  BEAM is funded by a combination of EU aid and 
Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult circumstances that Irish beef farmers have 
been facing as a result of market volatility and uncertainty.

BEAM payments to date amount to €77.7m.  The table below gives the breakdown by 
county and year.

COUNTY 2019 
€

2020 
€

Carlow 1,476,100 27,400
Cavan 2,493,280 63,920
Clare 2,527,940 32,600
Cork 7,311,800 224,480
Donegal 2,691,000 31,640
Dublin 311,420 4,220
Galway 5,374,340 91,780
Kerry 2,011,140 15,420
Kildare 2,226,480 59,820
Kilkenny 3,443,080 106,420
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COUNTY 2019 
€

2020 
€

Laois 3,718,560 82,660
Leitrim 695,980 6,420
Limerick 3,519,440 113,640
Longford 1,783,640 27,360
Louth 1,224,200 21,860
Mayo 3,504,580 70,360
Meath 3,695,740 125,420
Monaghan 3,197,020 83,220
Offaly 3,738,940 100,700
Roscommon 3,501,080 75,320
Sligo 1,171,020 21,240
Tipperary 6,774,380 213,240
Waterford 1,851,980 48,240
Westmeath 3,086,320 93,640
Wexford 3,255,720 56,200
Wicklow 1,303,520 35,320

30/07/2020WRRR00500Environmental Policy

30/07/2020WRRR00600975. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
work that has been completed with regard to the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030; if materials, 
correspondence, and reports relating to the matter will be provided; if maps relating to proposed 
SACs and SPAs will be provided (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20759/20]

30/07/2020WRRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The lead De-
partment responsible for the implementation of the EU biodiversity strategy 2030 and the des-
ignation of lands is the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  I advise the 
Deputy to resubmit the question to that Department for answer.

30/07/2020WRRR00800Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRRR00900976. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
in which the commitment of Ireland to the sustainable development goals will be reflected in 
the Strategy and Work Plans 2020-2025 of his Department; the way in which progress towards 
achieving the SDGs will be monitored and reported annually; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20760/20]

30/07/2020WRRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all countries of the United Nations, has sev-
enteen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). There is a whole-of-government response to 
the delivery of Ireland’s SDG commitments. My colleague, the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment has lead responsibility for promoting and overseeing the co-
herent implementation of the SDGs on a whole-of-Government basis, while other Ministers 
retain responsibility for implementing the individual SDGs relating to issues under their aegis. 
My Department is a lead on the following five SDGs:
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- Goal 2: Zero Hunger 

- Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production 

- Goal 14: Life below Water

- Goal 15: Life on Land

- Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals

Progress on these is reported to the CSO SDG Governance Board.

As part of the National Implementation Plan 2018-2020, there was a commitment to include 
reference in all new Statements of Strategy to all SDG targets for which a Department has lead 
responsibility. My Department’s new Statement of Strategy, due to be published within six 
months of Government formation, will include the SDGs.

The Agri-Food 2030 Committee, made up of stakeholders from across the sector, is cur-
rently engaged in a process to develop a new 10-year industry vision to succeed Food Wise 
2025. This will also feature the SDGs.

Preparations are also due to commence at the SDG Interdepartmental Working Group for 
the next National Implementation Plan (2021-2023), which is expected to be published early 
next year.

30/07/2020WRRR01100Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRRR01200977. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of felling licenses applied for in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020, by 
quarter and by county; if the applications were successful or unsuccessful; the number of initial 
applications appealed; if the appeals were successful or unsuccessful; the number of objections 
to such licences; the county from which the objection was lodged; the county the application 
was for; the amount of time that passed between the submission of an application and the appli-
cation being either denied or granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20761/20]

30/07/2020WRRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The data re-
quested will take some time to prepare and will be sent to the Deputy separately.

30/07/2020WRRR01400Forestry Sector

30/07/2020WRRR01500978. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
considerations he has given with regard to the introduction of charges for felling licence ap-
plication; if materials, reports, briefings and correspondence relating to the matter will be pro-
vided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20762/20]

30/07/2020WRRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Pro-
gramme for Government makes a number of commitments for the forestry sector in Ireland. 
These include the alignment of the licensing and appeals processes with other similar process-
es, a commitment to implement the recommendations of the Mackinnon Review and to ensure 
the licensing system is sufficiently resourced to clear the existing backlog.  

The Deputy will be aware that last year, my Department published the Mackinnon Review 
of Approval Processes for Afforestation in Ireland.  This review was the product of extensive 
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consultation with officials of my Department, industry stakeholders, non-government organisa-
tions and others.  The review summarises 22 ways forward, one of which was the introduction 
of fees for forestry licences.  That review is already publicly available on my Department’s 
website.

The Government has agreed to the drafting of amending legislation to align the forestry li-
censing and appeals processes with that of the national planning and other comparable appeals 
processes.  

30/07/2020WRRR01700Fishing Industry

30/07/2020WRRR01800979. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will reduce the allocation for the sentinel fishery in the Dunmore East box in view of the fact 
that the stocks have fallen below the specified level according to the Marine Institute and which 
was agreed under the 2012 management arrangements and fleet statement (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20767/20]

30/07/2020WRRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Celtic Sea 
Herring stock occurs to the south of Ireland. It is prosecuted by two fleets, the main fleet which 
operates across the Celtic Sea (primarily ICES division 7g) and the sentinel fleet comprising 
of vessels that are under 17 metres in length overall that operate in the Dunmore box (inshore 
waters in Dunmore East area). 

The ICES advice for 2020 was for zero catch. In 2019, the European Commission submit-
ted a special request to ICES to “provide advice on the minimum level of catches (tonnage) 
required in a sentinel fishery, which would provide sufficient data for ICES in order to continue 
providing scientific advice on the state of this stock”. The EU Council adopted a Total Allow-
able Catch for the stock in line with ICES advice which gives Ireland  750 tonnes quota for 
2020 specifically to allow a fisheries-based data collection for this stock.

In 2020, the Department consulted the Marine Institute to advise on the  appropriate ar-
rangements for the data collection based fishery.  The Marine Institute advised that at least 
17 samples will be required for the scientific study and that it will ensure that the samples are 
representative of the spatio-temporal coverage of the fishery. The Marine Institute also recom-
mended that the catch is spread out over a number of weeks. It is also recommended by the Ma-
rine Institute that the size composition of the fish meet the same requirements as for a normal 
commercial fishery in that no more than 10% of the fish should be smaller than the Minimum 
Conservation Reference Size which is 20 cm for Celtic Sea Herring. Skippers may be asked by 
the Marine Institute to take observers on board (subject to Covid-19 safety requirements).

Discussions regarding the management arrangements for the 2020 Celtic Sea Herring fish-
ery remain ongoing. For this reason, the management arrangements have not been finalised to 
date. 

30/07/2020WRRR02000Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRRR02100980. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the pay-
ments for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. 
[20768/20]

30/07/2020WRRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I wish to ad-
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vise the Deputy that there are no records of any payments for services or goods being made by 
my Department to the company named since 2015.

30/07/2020WRRR02300Coillte Teoranta

30/07/2020WRRR02400981. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the age 
at which Coillte pensions are payable [20860/20]

30/07/2020WRRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Coillte is op-
erationally independent of my Department and matters such as the administration of pensions 
are the responsibility of the company. 

I have therefore passed the question raised to Coillte for response and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

30/07/2020WRRR02600Farm Inspections

30/07/2020WRRR02700982. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason further inspections on farmers are being carried out (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20955/20]

30/07/2020WRRR02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment is the competent authority for the carrying out of official controls to verify that dairy farms 
are fully compliant with the EU Hygiene Package of legislation on the production, control and 
marketing of products of animal origin and animal health issues in relation to the production of, 
inter alia, dairy products. 

Official controls are carried out annually by my Department on a sample of milk supplier 
farms selected on a risk-basis throughout the country. 

These official control requirements are quite distinct from the audits carried out by Bord Bia 
as part of farmers’ membership of the Sustainable Dairy Assurance Scheme (SDAS).  

30/07/2020WRRR02900Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRRR03000983. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being 
implemented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant pro-
gramme; the cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; 
the cost of consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21020/20]

30/07/2020WRRR03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The vast bulk 
of my Department’s Communications Budget is spent on advertising in respect of press notices 
in the specialised farming press, provincial and national newspapers. The expenditure set out 
in the table below includes the publication of Statutory Notices that are required to comply 
with various national and EU legislative requirements. Decisions on the placement of notices 
are made on a case-by-case basis, depending on the nature of the advertisement and the target 
audience.
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   2018
   Agri-Food and Forest Research
   Sheep Clean Livestock Policy
   Rural Development Programme
   Consultation:  Proposal for conservation measures for Brown Crab  Consultation:  Pro-
posal to Increase the MnCRS for Razor Clam in the North Irish Sea
   Consultation:  Draft Fishery Natura Plan for Irish Sea Mussel Seed Fishery for the years 
2018-2023
  BPS Online applications information campaign
   Trawling Activity inside the 6 nautical mile zone
   Ongoing Promotion of forestry
   Woodland Environment Fund
  Forest Fire Awareness 
   Sector Expert Profile on careersportal.ie
   TB Cleansing & Disinfection information video
   Miscellaneous Public Notices
   Statutory Notices
Total expenditure €288,186

2019
   Fisheries public information notices
   Nitrates deadline
   Forestry print and radio advertising
   Promotion of EU Agricultural Products-Proposals
   Bovine TB Eradication Programme information videos
   Notices of appointments
   BPS Clinics
   Getting Brexit Ready advertising campaign (print and online)
   Recruitment advertisements (print and online) 
   Advertisements regarding DAFM’s online services
   A to Z of Climate Action booklet 
   Public Consultation Draft Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation plan 
   Public Consultation Agrifood 2030
   Public Consultation on UTP Directive
   Public Consultation Sea Mussels
   Scheme of Investment in Commercial Horticulture Sector
   Ag Climatise
   Future Growth Loan Scheme advertisement 
   Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) information campaign
   African Swine Fever (ASF) awareness campaign creative design
   Promotional material for ploughing championships
   Filming costs for Woodland Environment Fund promotional video
   Irish Vet Journal Articles
   Press conference climate adaptation
   Press conference Agri-food strategy / steps to success
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2019
   AgFood promotion
   Notices of Ministerial decisions
   Miscellaneous Public Notices
   Statutory Notices
   Total expenditure €387,482.57

2020
  African Swine Fever (ASF) awareness campaign
   BPS information campaign
   Antimicrobial Resistance   (AMR) information campaign
   Beef Environmental Efficiency Programme (BEEP)
   Consultation:  Draft climate action roadmap for agriculture
   European Maritime & Fisheries Fund Operational Programme 2014-2020 promotion-
al material
   Fisheries public information notices
   Ministerial Decisions
   Brexit supplement
   Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS)
   Knowledge Transfer
   Recruitment campaigns
   Promotion of EU Agricultural Products – Calls for Proposals
   Public Consultation on EU Regulation 2019/06 on Veterinary Medicinal Products
   Horticulture promotions 
   Ag Climatise
   Meat markets
   Miscellaneous Public Notices
   Statutory Notices
Total expenditure €102,195.07

30/07/2020WRRR03200Child Abuse

30/07/2020WRRR03300984. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his at-
tention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); the measures being taken to 
provide adequate psychological support to them; the consequences for staff that failed to report 
the abuse to An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20314/20]

30/07/2020WRRR03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): The Deputy 
is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore 
referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be provided to the Deputy. I can 
confirm for the Deputy, that I have asked Tusla for a report on the matter. 

30/07/2020WRRR03500HSE Data

30/07/2020WRRR03600985. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
children who died while in the care of the HSE in 2019 and to date in 2020, respectively; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [20663/20]

30/07/2020WRRR03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, is the statutory Agency with primary re-
sponsibility for children in the care of the State.

As the Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, I have referred the matter to 
Tusla and asked that Tusla reply directly. 

30/07/2020WRRR03800Youth Services

30/07/2020WRRR03900986. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the youth cafe in Carrigtohill, County Cork; if funding is being secured to keep it open; and if 
so, when it will be allocated [20832/20]

30/07/2020WRRR04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I was pleased to 
provide a response to Deputy on the issue of Carrigtohill youth café when this was raised in a 
Topical Issue Debate in the Dáil on Thursday 9th July 2020.  Further to my response on 9th of 
July I am happy to provide the following update.

On 10th July 2020 officials in my Department communicated with Cork ETB (CETB) who 
indicated that they were aware of the issue with the service in question. CETB reflected that 
they had made an offer of assistance for the continuation of the service in Carrigtohill, and a 
proposal for engagement with the service in question to plan a sustainable long term solution.

I understand that CETB tried to make contact with the Chief Executive of Cloyne Dioc-
esan Youth Services (CDYS) last week. CETB followed up with a phone call yesterday and 
discussed the issues with respect to Carrigtohill.  CETB requested that CDYS would submit a 
costed service proposal to CETB by the end of this week for consideration.

30/07/2020WRRR04100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRRR04200987. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
issue guidelines to school age care services on reopening in September 2020; if service provid-
ers will be allowed to mix children from different geographical locations when returning to their 
services; if funding will be provided to assist services with Covid-19 regulations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19627/20]

30/07/2020WRRR04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Expert guidance 
on the safe reopening of Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic was published by the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 
on 29 May. The guidance recommends use of a “play pod” model which restricts interactions 
between closed groups of children and adults as an alternative to social distancing, on the basis 
that social distancing is not possible between young children.  The guidance does not prohibit 
the mixing of children from different geographical locations. The use of play-pods and the fact 
that the Regulations in relation to the adult-child ratios and floor-space requirements have not 
changed mean that the costs of compliance with public health requirements have been kept to 
a minimum.

My officials have been working with the HPSC to produce a next version of the Guidance 
which will include advice on the safe interaction between schools and childcare facilities where 
children attend both. It is envisaged that this guidance will be available soon.  
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In addition to the expert Guidance from the HPSC, my Department has provided a range of 
online resources and guidance to support service providers, practitioners and parents to prepare 
for the reopening of Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare settings, including 
childminders. The Guidance for Reopening webpage is available on the First 5 website: https://
first5.gov.ie/practitioners/reopening. 

It is important to note that the HPSC Guidance and all of the reopening supports for services 
available on the First 5 website apply to both Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age 
Childcare (SAC).

My Department has put a major funding package in place to facilitate the reopening of ELC 
and SAC services. The investment recognises the important role that the ELC and SAC sector 
plays in the societal and economic infrastructure of the country. 

The funding package was tailored to allow providers to operate with less parental income 
where demand is low in the early stages of reopening and to assist in meeting additional operat-
ing costs. 

30/07/2020WRRR04400Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRRR04500988. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he, his Min-
isters of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government 
use since the formation of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and cor-
responding documents immediately. [19631/20]

30/07/2020WRRR04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Since being is-
sued with my Departmental email address after I assumed office, I have conducted official busi-
ness through my official Department of Children and Youth Affairs secure email account. The 
Department has an information and communication technology acceptable usage policy which 
does not permit access to webmail services from its network. 

I also have a personal email account which has been available to the public to contact me as 
a public representative. In my initial days in office, I used this account to forward information 
relating to constituency issues to my Departmental account in order to formalise my correspon-
dence. I also received information of a non-sensitive nature relating to the set-up of my office 
and its functions. No information sent or received was related to official Government business.

Persons engaged by me to work as advisers have conducted no official Government busi-
ness through a private email.  A Minister of State has not yet been assigned to my Department. 

30/07/2020WRRR04700Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRRR04800989. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the meetings he 
and his Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date, in tabular 
form (details supplied). [19648/20]

30/07/2020WRRR04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Since I was 
appointed Minister on the 27th June, I have had a number of meetings with my Ministerial col-
leagues, agencies and bodies under the remit of my Department, and NGOs, which have been 
detailed in a table below. 

I have also engaged in a large number of meetings with my officials in the Department of 
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Children & Youth Affairs, as well as meetings with the Minister of State for Disability Issues, 
who will transfer to my Department once the reconfiguration is complete. 

Meeting type & Organisation Date
Call with Dr. Catherine Day, Chair of Expert Group on Direct 
Provision

6th July

Meeting with Minister McEntee & Minister Humphreys 6th July
Meeting with Minister McEntee & Dept of Justice Officials 8th July
Meeting with BOBF National Advisory Council  8th July
Meeting with Meeting with Tusla Chair and CEO 10th July
Meeting with Tánaiste & Ministers 14th July
Meeting with Early Years Forum Plus 15th July
Meeting with Chair of Oberstown Board 15th July
Meeting with Youth Sector Oversight Group - National Youth 
Council of   Ireland, Foroige, Youth Work Ireland, Crosscare, 
Spunout.ie, Belong to,   Involve, Gaisce, Localise, Scouting 
Ireland, ETBI, Eco-Unesco, Ógras, Macra na Feirme

16th July

Meeting with Local GP Councillor re Constituency Business 16th July
Meeting with Local GP Councillor re Constituency Business 20th July
Meeting with Peter McVerry Trust 22nd July
Meeting with National Women’s Council of Ireland 22nd July
Meeting with Child Care Law Reporting Project 23rd July
Meeting with SIPTU 24th July
Meeting with Mother & Baby Home Commission 27th July
Call with Department of Health Official 27th July
Meeting with Early Childhood Ireland 28th July
Call with Michael Scanlan, Chair of Expert Group to develop a 
new   Funding Model for Early Learning and Care and School 
Age Childcare

28th July

Meeting with Dr Niall Muldoon Ombudsman for Children 28th July
Meeting with Minister McEntee 28th July
Meeting with Children’s Rights Alliance Members 29th July
Meeting with Adoption Authority Ireland 29th July
Meeting with Jigsaw 29th July
Call with Green Party Councillor 29th July
Meeting with Free Legal Aid Clinic (FLAC) 30th July 

30/07/2020WRRR05000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRRR05100990. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the names and 
salaries of his special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19715/20]

30/07/2020WRRR05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.
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The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have identified two individuals to work with 
me as Special Advisers and that they will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Ministerial salaries are a matter for the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 
as of 1 September 2019 the salary for a Minister is €79,510.

A Minister of State has not been formally appointed to the Department as of yet. 

30/07/2020WRRR05300Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR05400991. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans to 
establish childcare Ireland; when he expects to have the agency established in order to provide 
greater support to the childcare sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19744/20]

30/07/2020WRRR05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): The Programme 
for Government includes a commitment to establish a dedicated agency, Childcare Ireland. The 
Government envisages that Childcare Ireland will assist in expanding high quality childcare, 
best practice and innovation in community and private childcare settings.

In ‘First Five, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their 
Families’, published in November 2018, my Department committed to a review of the operat-
ing model for Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) in this country. 

Currently, childcare schemes and initiatives funded by my Department are administered 
by Pobal, 30 City/County Childcare Committees (CCCs), and 7 National Voluntary Childcare 
Organisations (NVCOs). These bodies carry out a range of administrative, operational, commu-
nications, and quality improvement and training functions in relation to ELC and SAC services. 
While the structures in place have served the country well, the time is now right to review them 
and future proof them. 

The ultimate objective of the review is to ensure the operating system is equipped to imple-
ment the policy of my Department to the standards required. It is hoped that the final system 
will support the delivery of high quality, accessible and affordable ELC and SAC services to 
children and families through the efficient and effective administration of a number of pro-
grammes, schemes, quality initiatives, and other functions such a compliance and communica-
tions. The review will improve transparency, accountability, value for money to the Exchequer, 
cross agency working and governance.  

Earlier this week I brought a Memorandum to Cabinet to advise that I will shortly establish 
an Interdepartmental Working Group (IDG) to commence work on the review. The IDG, with 
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the assistance of an external contractor, will objectively examine the current model, structure 
and systems and will recommend improvements based on principles of best practice  

The IDG will engage with all relevant stakeholders during the process and it will report 
back to me next year. I will then bring forward proposals to Cabinet about a reformed operating 
model.

It is envisaged that the data gathering and analysis carried out through the review will ul-
timately provide a robust evidence base to inform a decision by Government concerning the 
establishment of Childcare Ireland. 

30/07/2020WRRR05600Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR05700992. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to his statement to provide financial supports for parents who opt to look after their children 
themselves, if he will provide further details on the proposals; if this will be pursued through the 
national childcare scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19745/20]

30/07/2020WRRR05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Government is 
committed to supporting parents in caring for young children at home in a range of ways. 

Within my Department, a policy priority is to provide access to high quality and affordable 
Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC), whether parents work or are 
in education full time or part time, or look after their children at home full-time. These policies 
seek to support children’s optimal development, to support families, and to ensure that families 
can choose options to best suit their needs and preferences. 

All children are eligible to avail of two years of universal pre-school provided under the 
ECCE Programme, without cost. More than 100,000 children participate in this Programme 
annually, many of whom are children of stay-at-home parent(s).  

Under the National Childcare Scheme, a universal subsidy is available to all parents of chil-
dren from six months until their child becomes eligible for universal pre-school, regardless of 
whether parents are working outside the home or not. Income assessed subsidies are also avail-
able to parents, including stay-at-home parents.  The Programme for Government commits 
to  continued investment in this Scheme, reducing costs for parents and introducing greater 
parental choice and flexibility

My Department also provides funding for parent and toddler groups to organise activities 
for parents and children in the community to support their development through play. Both 
working parents and stay-at-home parents participate.  There were 414 such groups supported 
in 2019. 

A new model of parenting services is also being developed covering key stages of child 
development and taking account of parents and children in a range of contexts and parenting 
relationships. 

More widely across Government, there are various initiatives that support stay-at-home 
parents. A child benefit payment of €140 per child per month is available for all children.  When 
one spouse or civil partner works in the home caring for one or more dependent people (a child 
for whom Child Benefit is payable is considered a dependent), then a home carer tax credit 
can be claimed. Budget 2020  increased the home carer tax credit to €1,600 per year.  The Pro-
gramme for Government has committed to further increases. 



30 July 2020

529

There have also been a number of new measures to support parents to spend time at home 
with children in their early years. Two weeks of paternity leave and benefit for fathers was in-
troduced in 2016. In 2017, there was an extension to maternity leave and benefit to mothers of 
babies born prematurely.  2019 saw the introduction of a new paid parental leave scheme avail-
able to both fathers and mothers. The Parent’s leave aims to let working parents spend more 
time with their baby or adopted child during the first year. In November 2019, an individual 
entitlement to two weeks of paid parental leave per parent (up to a potential four weeks in total 
per child) was introduced. The Programme for Government commits to further extensions to 
this individual entitlement.

There has also been an extension since September 2019 of unpaid parental leave from 18 to 
22 weeks under the Parental Leave Amendment (Act) 2019.  A further 4-week extension from 
September 2020 will bring the amount of unpaid parental leave to 26 weeks. Also the age of 
children for which it can be applied has increased from 8 to 12 years.  

First 5, a Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, 
published in November 2018, includes over 150 actions covering a broad a range of measures 
to support families given their fundamental importance in shaping children’s experiences and 
outcomes. The First 5 Implementation Plan, published in May 2019, sets out how these actions 
will be progressed in the coming three years. There are major commitments on children’s health 
services, parenting supports, child-friendly communities and Early Learning and Care among 
a broad range of actions. The actions are designed to contribute to positive experiences and 
outcomes for children in all family types with parents with different types of working arrange-
ments. The Programme for Government is committed to full implementation of this Strategy. 

30/07/2020WRRR05900Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR06000993. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to reform the childcare system to create one that brings together the best of community and 
private childcare provision; if terms of reference have been drawn up; if stakeholders will be 
included; the time frame for establishing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19746/20]

30/07/2020WRRR06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): State invest-
ment in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) has increased by an 
unprecedented 141% over the past 5 budgets (from €260m to €638m). This has enabled, inter 
alia, a doubling of the ECCE programme to two years, a doubling of the number of children 
availing of State subsidies, a 60% increase in ELC and SAC places and greater access to ELC 
and SAC for children with additional needs.  

The Programme for Government acknowledges that more needs to be done to tackle the 
challenges of accessibility, affordability and quality of ELC and SAC and more investment is 
needed.

First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their families 
pledges to at least double State investment in ELC and SAC by 2028. A key vehicle to ensure 
that such significant additional investment delivers for children, families and the State will be 
a new funding model . 

An Expert Group to develop the new funding model has been convened. This Group is 
composed of renowned academics, top level economists and experienced policy makers from 
Ireland and elsewhere – all of whom have an enormous breadth of knowledge and experience. 
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The Expert Group’s Terms of Reference are as follows: 

- Agree a set of guiding principles to underpin the new Funding Model for Early Learning 
and Care and School Age 

- Review the existing approach to funding Early Learning and Care and School Age Child-
care services by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in terms of its alignment with 
the guiding principles as well as effectiveness in delivering on the policy objectives of quality, 
affordability, accessibility and contributing to addressing disadvantage 

- Drawing on international evidence, identify and consider options on how additional fund-
ing for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare could be structured to deliver on the 
guiding principles and above policy objectives 

- Agree a final report including a proposed design for a new Funding Model, with accom-
panying costings, risk analysis and mitigation and phased implementation plan (with funding 
likely to become available on an incremental basis) to recommend to the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs and ultimately Government. 

The work of the Expert Group is well underway. Six meetings of the Group have been held 
to date and documentation from these meeting is publicly available at www.first5fundingmodel.
gov.ie.

A research partner has also been appointed to deliver evidence-based working papers to the 
Expert Group.  Working papers on international approaches to funding, fees, staff wages and 
public investment in Ireland compared to other countries; potential mechanisms to control fees 
charged to parents, approaches to identifying children and/or services in need of additional sup-
port, and working conditions within the sector, have already been carried out and these are now 
being considered by the Expert Group. Other papers are under development. Working papers 
will be published from later this year. 

The Expert Group is committed to engaging with key stakeholders, including children, fam-
ilies, providers and the workforce, in developing this funding model. Owing to COVID-19, a 
series of regional consultation events due to take place in March had to be cancelled. However, 
over the coming weeks and months, the Group will be inviting interested parties to make writ-
ten submissions and to participate in an online conversation on future funding.

Given the complexity, significance and the long-term importance of its proposals, the proj-
ect plan for the new funding model envisages a final report of the Expert Group including 
policy recommendations and implementation plans to be completed by Q4 2021. 

Work on the implementation of First 5 continues and a progress report will be published 
shortly. 

30/07/2020WRRR06200Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR06300994. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to set a cap on parental fees irrespective of income and publish a policy, legal and economic 
analysis in 2020 as set out in the Programme for Government; if terms of reference and tenders 
for this report have been initiated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19747/20]

30/07/2020WRRR06400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): State invest-
ment in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) has increased  by 
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an unprecedented 141% over the past 5 budgets (from €260m to €638m). This has enabled, for 
example, a doubling of the ECCE programme to two years, a doubling of the number of chil-
dren availing of State subsidies, a 60% increase in ELC and SAC places, greater access to ELC 
and SAC for children with additional needs and the development of the new National Childcare 
Scheme.  

The new Programme for Government acknowledges that much more needs to be done to 
tackle the challenges of accessibility, affordability and quality of ELC and SAC and more in-
vestment is needed.

First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their families 
pledges to at least double State investment in ELC and SAC by 2028. A key vehicle to ensure 
that such significant additional investment delivers for children, families and the State will be 
a new funding model . 

An Expert Group to develop the new funding model has been convened. This Group is 
composed of renowned academics, top level economists and experienced policy makers from 
Ireland and elsewhere – all of whom have an enormous breadth of knowledge and experience. 
The Expert Group’s Terms of Reference are as follows: 

- Agree a set of guiding principles to underpin the new Funding Model for Early Learning 
and Care and School Age 

- Review the existing approach to funding Early Learning and Care and School Age Child-
care services by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in terms of its alignment with 
the guiding principles as well as effectiveness in delivering on the policy objectives of quality, 
affordability, accessibility and contributing to addressing disadvantage 

- Drawing on international evidence, identify and consider options on how additional fund-
ing for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare could be structured to deliver on the 
guiding principles and above policy objectives 

- Agree a final report including a proposed design for a new Funding Model, with accom-
panying costings, risk analysis and mitigation and phased implementation plan (with funding 
likely to become available on an incremental basis) to recommend to the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs and ultimately Government. 

An essential and top priority for this Group will be to make recommendations for a mecha-
nism to control fee rates for different types of provision for ELC and SAC.

The Expert Group is supported by a Research Partner, Frontier Economics, which has been 
contracted to develop a suite of working papers to inform the work of the Group. Already, five 
working papers have been drafted, including a working paper on mechanisms to control fees 
charged to parents. It is envisaged that this working paper will be published later this year.

The Expert Group is committed to engaging with key stakeholders, including children, fam-
ilies, providers and the workforce, in developing this funding model. Owing to COVID-19, a 
series of regional consultation events due to take place in March had to be cancelled. However, 
over the coming weeks and months, the Group will be inviting interested parties to make writ-
ten submissions. In addition, key stakeholders, including parents, will be invited to participate 
in an online conversation on future funding.

Over recent months my Department has provided a number of support schemes for ELC and 
SAC providers during the COVID-19 crisis. Included in these schemes are conditions which 
improve affordability for parents. The Temporary Wage Subsidy Childcare Scheme, which op-
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erated while services were closed on public health grounds, included a condition that parents 
were not charged fees for the closure period. 

My Department’s Reopening Support Payment, to support services reopening between June 
and early September, included a commitment not to increase fees charged to parents from pre-
COVID-19 levels. This applies for the duration of the reopening period (29 June to 23 August 
2020). This condition is to ensure that fees for parents are not raised during this period, and to 
ensure that the Department’s aims of affordable ELC and SAC continue to be met. 

Finally, the recently announced funding package for the sector from 24 August to the end 
of the year commits to a substantial investment of just under €300 million, mainly through the 
Revenue operated Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme and full resumption of DCYA ELC and 
SAC programmes. These DCYA programmes reduce fees by providing State subsidies which 
must be passed on to parents.  I hope that this package will mean that services will not increase 
parental fees given that, on average, 38% of their costs are now being met through the EWSS 
alone. 

30/07/2020WRRR06500Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR06600995. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans 
to examine options to increase flexibility within centre based care in addition to options to 
accelerate access to subsidies for non-relative childminders as set out in the Programme for 
Government; if terms of reference and tenders for this examination have been initiated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19748/20]

30/07/2020WRRR06700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): A central task 
in increasing flexibility in access to early learning and care and school-age childcare is to make 
subsidies available to a wider cohort of childminders than is currently able to access subsidies. 
A report on options will be completed by year-end, building on work already undertaken to 
develop a Childminding Action Plan.

In 2016 an expert Working Group on Reforms and Supports for the Childminding Sector 
was established. In March 2018 the Working Group published its report Pathway to a Quality 
Support and Assurance System for Childminding, which set out a number of recommendations 
on the development of appropriate supports and changes to regulations required for childmind-
ers. 

Building on the recommendations of the Working Group report, in August 2019 my Depart-
ment published a Draft Childminding Action Plan, for the purpose of public consultation. The 
Draft Childminding Action Plan set out short, medium, and long-term measures on a phased 
basis for childminders to formalise their position over the next decade. Proposals included 
extending subsidy schemes and other supports to all paid, non-relative childminders, and ex-
tending the scope of regulation to childminders to provide quality assurance and safeguards for 
children.

An extensive public consultation on the Draft Childminding Action Plan took place in quar-
ter 4 of 2019. A report was commissioned to consider the findings of the consultation process. 
Officials in my Department are currently preparing to publish the consultation report and the 
conclusions from the report will guide the development of a report on plans for childminding to 
be finalised by the end of the year. 

There is already considerable flexibility in options for centre-based care. The National 
Childcare Scheme, introduced in 2019, offers flexibility to accommodate different models for 



30 July 2020

533

delivery of both early learning and care and school-age childcare, for service providers that 
are registered with Tusla, the statutory regulator. The National Childcare Scheme can accom-
modate full flexibility in relation to types of service provision, location, hours of operation, and 
ages of both pre-school and school-age children catered for. The National Childcare Scheme is 
designed to be responsive and flexible, allowing income thresholds, maximum hours and sub-
sidy rates to be adjusted in line with Government decisions and as more investment becomes 
available.

Measures to support further flexibility in options available include capital funding pro-
grammes for new and extended provision of centre-based services. Recent annual capital fund-
ing rounds have been able to support parents’ access to places for under 3 year olds and for 
school-age children. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department has used the 
funding that was allocated for this year’s capital programme to provide grants to assist with 
the costs of supporting early learning and care and school-age childcare services to reopen and 
adhere to public health requirements. This grant will include enabling services to adhere to the 
reopening guidelines by improving hygiene facilities and outdoor play areas. A high level of 
flexibility in use of the grants is being allowed for in recognition of the fact that services have 
varied needs. 

30/07/2020WRRR06800Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR06900996. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
investigate the circumstances in regard to the closure of a community based crèche (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; if the relevant officials will be assigned to assess the situation in order 
to give clarity to the public on the future for childcare in the area; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19808/20]

30/07/2020WRRR07000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On 27 July, of-
ficials in my Department were informed that the service in question has reversed its decision 
to close. The Board of Management is now planning to reopen the crèche on 31 August.  My 
Department is providing support to the  service through Louth County Childcare Committee 
and Pobal.

My Department issues grants and subsidies to early learning and care services so that they 
can provide quality and affordable childcare. My Department is not directly involved in the day 
to day activities or decision making processes of individual service providers, whether they are 
for-profit private organisations or not-for-profit community organisations with a recognised 
charitable status.  

30/07/2020WRRR07100Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR07200997. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will 
begin to rationalise the system of childcare and distribute the burden of rearing the next genera-
tion across all of society rather than all on the immediate parents by establishing a fully funded 
public system of childcare similar to Sweden (details supplied) in the context of rising childcare 
costs and potentially fewer childcare places due to Covid-19. [19957/20]

30/07/2020WRRR07300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): State invest-
ment in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) has increased  by 
an unprecedented 141% over the past 5 budgets (from €260m to €638m). This has enabled, for 
example, a doubling of the ECCE programme to two years, a doubling of the number of chil-
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dren availing of State subsidies, a 60% increase in ELC and SAC places, greater access to ELC 
and SAC for children with additional needs. and development of the new National Childcare 
Scheme.  

Much more needs to be done to tackle the challenges of accessibility, affordability and qual-
ity of ELC and SAC and more investment is needed.

First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their families 
pledges to at least double State investment in ELC and SAC by 2028. A key vehicle to ensure 
that such significant additional investment delivers for children, families and the State will be 
a new funding model . 

An Expert Group to develop the new funding model has been convened. This Group is 
composed of renowned academics, top level economists and experienced policy makers from 
Ireland and elsewhere – all of whom have an enormous breadth of knowledge and experience. 
The Expert Group’s Terms of Reference are as follows:

- Agree a set of guiding principles to underpin the new Funding Model for Early Learning 
and Care and School Age 

- Review the existing approach to funding Early Learning and Care and School Age Child-
care services by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in terms of its alignment with 
the guiding principles as well as effectiveness in delivering on the policy objectives of quality, 
affordability, accessibility and contributing to addressing disadvantage 

- Drawing on international evidence, identify and consider options on how additional fund-
ing for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare could be structured to deliver on the 
guiding principles and above policy objectives 

- Agree a final report including a proposed design for a new Funding Model, with accom-
panying costings, risk analysis and mitigation and phased implementation plan (with funding 
likely to become available on an incremental basis) to recommend to the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs and ultimately Government. 

An essential and top priority for this Group will be to make recommendations for a mecha-
nism to control fee rates for different types of provision for ELC and SAC and make childcare 
more affordable for parents.

The work of the Expert Group is well underway. Six meetings of the Group have been held 
to date and documentation from these meeting is publicly available at www.first5fundingmodel.
gov.ie.

A research partner has also been appointed to deliver evidence-based working papers to the 
Expert Group.  Working papers on international approaches to funding, fees, staff wages and 
public investment in Ireland compared to other countries; potential mechanisms to control fees 
charged to parents, approaches to identifying children and/or services in need of additional sup-
port, and working conditions within the sector, have already been carried out and these are now 
being considered by the Expert Group. Other papers are under development. Working papers 
will be published from later this year. 

The Expert Group is committed to engaging with key stakeholders, including children, fam-
ilies, providers and the workforce, in developing this funding model. Owing to COVID-19, a 
series of regional consultation events due to take place in March had to be cancelled. However, 
over the coming weeks and months, the Group will be inviting interested parties to make writ-
ten submissions and to participate in an online conversation on future funding.
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30/07/2020WRRR07400Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRRR07500998. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 877 of 14 July 2020, the total income received by childcare pro-
viders from the State in 2018 and 2019, respectively by month. [20043/20]

30/07/2020WRRR07600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I have been 
informed by Pobal, the agency which administers early learning and care funding programmes 
on behalf of my Department, that the total payments made to childcare providers in 2018 and 
2019 are set out in the following link.   

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-08-05_pq998-30-07-20_en.docx”>Payments 2018 and 2019</a>]

Pobal has a dedicated e-mail enquiry service for Oireachtas members - oireachtasqueries@
pobal.ie 

30/07/2020WRSS00200Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRSS00300999. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
total income received by childcare providers by ECCE and non-ECCE funding, respectively, in 
2018 and 2019. [20044/20]

30/07/2020WRSS00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I have been 
informed by Pobal, the agency which administers early learning and care funding programmes 
on behalf of my Department, that the total payments made to providers in 2018 and 2019, for 
ECCE and non-ECCE funding,  are as set out in the attached table.

 - ECCE Payments Non ECCE Pay-
ments

Totals

2018 €303,923,553 €148,929,170 €452,852,723
2019 €331,755,166 €172,011,237 €503,766,403
Pobal has a dedicated e-mail enquiry service for Oireachtas members -  oireachtasqueries@

pobal.ie

30/07/2020WRSS00500Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRSS006001000. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of ECCE-only childcare providers, that is, providers that do not offer a service outside 
of ECCE provision; the amount of annual funding they received; the number of childcare pro-
viders in receipt of State funding in same; the amount of annual funding received; the number 
of providers in receipt of funding that do not provide ECCE; and the amount of annual funding 
providers received in 2018 and 2019, respectively. [20045/20]

30/07/2020WRSS00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Officials in my 
Department are currently compiling the information as requested by the Deputy. This informa-
tion will be supplied to the Deputy in no later than 10 working days. I have asked my officials 
to follow up on this to ensure delivery as a matter of urgency.

30/07/2020WRSS00800Sustainable Development Goals
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30/07/2020WRSS009001001. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which the commitment of Ireland to the sustainable development goals will be reflected 
in the Strategy and Work Plans 2020-2025; the way in which progress towards achieving the 
goals will be monitored and reported annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20048/20]

30/07/2020WRSS01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Ireland has 
adopted a ‘whole-of-Government’ approach to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), with each Minister having responsibility for implementing individual SDG targets 
related to their functions. As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, I  currently have respon-
sibility for targets related to SDG 4.2. The transfer of disability, equality and inclusion to my 
Department will increase my role in and responsibility for SDG implementation.

SDG 4.2 states ‘By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early child-
hood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary educa-
tion’.

SDG 4.2 is reflected in my Department’s current Statement of Strategy 2019-2021, and will 
also be included in the new Statement of Strategy which must be prepared following my ap-
pointment as Minister.  In accordance with the Public Service Management Act 1997 am annual 
report on implementation of the Statement of Strategy is also prepared.  

SDG 4.2 is also reflected in First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young 
children and their families. First 5 was published in November 2018, includes over 150 actions 
covering a broad a range of measures to support families given their fundamental importance 
in shaping children’s experiences and outcomes. The First 5 Implementation Plan, published 
in May 2019, sets out how these actions will be progressed in the coming three years. A First 5 
Implementation Report will be published on an annual basis. Owing to COVID-19, the First 5 
Annual Implementation Report 2019 was delayed. However, it is planned to publish this in Q4 
2020.

SDG 17.7 is reflected in Ireland’s work to promote and encourage the voice of children 
and young people in decision making in line with Ireland’s committee to implement Article 
12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. In this regard DCYA leads on 
Ireland’s National Strategy for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision Making, 
2015-2020, a constituent strategy of Better Outcomes, Brighter Future. Implementation and 
governance for the Participation Strategy lies within the overall BOBF Structures and in addi-
tion the DCYA has established an implementation network for the key Depts and Agencies with 
responsibilities under the strategy. Comhairle na nÓg, Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 
and Dáil na nÓg all operate as permanent youth participation structures to give children and 
young people a voice in policy decision making both nationally and locally. These strucutres 
are very often added to or complimented with additional participation initiatives as relevant to 
the policy focus. The Strategy Implementation group, comprised of nominees across a range of 
Government Departments and Agencies met in July 2020 to examine and review a new pilot 
National Participation Framework. 

30/07/2020WRSS01100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRSS012001002. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
breakdown of the funding announcement of €300 million on 24 July 2020; and if the funding 
only covers the employment wage subsidy scheme within the July jobs stimulus between 24 
August and 31 December 2020. [20298/20]
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30/07/2020WRSS01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On 25 July, I an-
nounced a package of measures to support the Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age 
Childcare (SAC) sector as remaining services reopen in late August and early September. This 
is a substantial investment of just under €300 million in the period from 24 August to the end 
of the year. It recognises the importance of the sector for children’s positive development and 
in terms of supporting the economy to return to normal.

The funding package for the ELC and SAC sector includes three significant elements, listed 
below, along with an estimate of the cost of each element:

- Continuation of all DCYA ELC and SAC subsidy schemes (NCS, CCSP, TEC) and re-
sumption of the ECCE Programme for the 2020/21 programme year at existing capitation and 
subsidy rates. This is expected to cost up to €209m for the period 24 August - 31 December.

- Access for registered childcare providers to the Revenue-operated Employment Wage 
Support Scheme (EWSS). This is expected to cost €84.7m up to December 31.

- A sustainability fund will be accessible to providers (not-for-profit and for-profit) who can 
demonstrate that the other measures are not sufficient by themselves to enable viable operation 
of their business. €2m is available in this fund.

A key policy priority of my Department is the sustainability of the sector and this package 
of measures will support services to re-open and operate in a viable manner despite lower oc-
cupancy and extra operating costs. The continued financial support also prevents parents from 
having to pay higher fees to cover extra COVID-19 related costs.

In addition to this funding package, my Department has introduced, on a temporary basis, 
added flexibility on attendance rules. This is necessary due to the likelihood of greater variabil-
ity in patterns of usage by children and families.  

This funding package is part of the wider Government effort to reopen the economy. ELC 
and SAC providers may also be eligible for a range of other supports from Government, includ-
ing the Credit Guarantee Scheme, the 6-month waiver of commercial rates, the Restart Grant 
for Enterprises, the early carry-back of trading losses for previously profitable companies, the 
new income tax relief for self-employed individuals who were profitable in 2019 but as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic incur losses in 2020, and legislation for the previously announced 
warehousing of tax liabilities.

30/07/2020WRSS01400National Carers’ Strategy

30/07/2020WRSS015001003. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a new and 
updated national carers’ strategy will be published with a dedicated budget and time frame to 
ensure the implementation of all actions; the timetable for publication of this strategy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20367/20]

30/07/2020WRSS01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): My colleague 
the Minister for Health continues to have lead policy responsibility at present for the National 
Carers Strategy.

30/07/2020WRSS01700Assisted Decision-Making

30/07/2020WRSS018001004. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when he 
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proposes to table promised amendments to the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015; 
and the time frame for the enactment of the amendments. [20462/20]

30/07/2020WRSS01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015. These matters are more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the 
Minister for Justice.

30/07/2020WRSS02000Direct Provision System

30/07/2020WRSS021001005. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the time 
frame for the transfer of the direct provision accommodation system from the Department of 
Justice and Equality to his Department. [20464/20]

30/07/2020WRSS02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Detailed discus-
sions between officials at my Department and at the Department of Justice are ongoing with 
regard to the transfer of functions between both Departments.

Functions relating to Equality, Disability, Domestic Violence and Direct Provision are trans-
ferring to my Department under the Programme for Government. These are very significant 
policy and operational areas and I want to ensure that the transfer is conducted in an effective 
and timely manner. In order to achieve this, officials are examining the relevant functions, leg-
islation, funding and staffing involved. My intention is for this business to be concluded as soon 
as possible and for the Transfer of Functions Order to be then completed.

30/07/2020WRSS02300Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRSS024001006. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his plans to 
implement the recommendations of the INFORM report previously provided to his Department 
regarding the introduction of universal public childcare here. [20466/20]

30/07/2020WRSS02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): State invest-
ment in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) has increased  by 
an unprecedented 141% over the past 5 budgets (from €260m to €638m). This has enabled, for 
example, a doubling of the ECCE programme to two years, a doubling of the number of chil-
dren availing of State subsidies, a 60% increase in ELC and SAC places, greater access to ELC 
and SAC for children with additional needs and development of the new National Childcare 
Scheme.  

The Programme for Government acknowledges that more needs to be done to tackle the 
challenges of accessibility, affordability and quality of ELC and SAC and that more investment 
is needed.

First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their families 
pledges to at least double State investment in ELC and SAC by 2028.  It also commits to ensure 
this additional investment delivers for children, families and the State . 

There are a number of reform projects committed to in First 5 and in the Programme for 
Government that have relevance to the recommendations of the INFORM report, including the 
review of the operating system, the development of a new funding model for ELC and SAC, 
and the development of a Workforce Development Plan. 
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This week I announced that I will shortly establish an Inter-Departmental Group (IDG) to 
commence a review of the operating and oversight model used to support accessible, afford-
able and high quality ELC and SAC services.  The operating model resulting from the review 
should better support service providers, operate transparently and accountably, provide value 
for money to the Exchequer and demonstrate good governance. The model would enable ap-
propriate linkages and effective working relationships with all other agencies and Departments 
charged with delivering better outcomes for children and families. 

An Expert Group to develop the new funding model has been convened and work is well 
underway. This Group is composed of renowned academics, top level economists and experi-
enced policy makers from Ireland and elsewhere – all of whom have an enormous breadth of 
knowledge and experience. The Expert Group’s Terms of Reference are as follows:

- Agree a set of guiding principles to underpin the new Funding Model for Early Learning 
and Care and School Age

- Review the existing approach to funding Early Learning and Care and School Age Child-
care services by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in terms of its alignment with 
the guiding principles as well as effectiveness in delivering on the policy objectives of quality, 
affordability, accessibility and contributing to addressing disadvantage

- Drawing on international evidence, identify and consider options on how additional fund-
ing for Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare could be structured to deliver on the 
guiding principles and above policy objectives 

- Agree a final report including a proposed design for a new Funding Model, with accom-
panying costings, risk analysis and mitigation and phased implementation plan (with funding 
likely to become available on an incremental basis) to recommend to the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs and ultimately Government. 

 Six meetings of the Group have been held to date and documentation from these meeting is 
publicly available at www.first5fundingmodel.gov.ie.

A research partner has also been appointed to deliver evidence-based working papers to the 
Expert Group.  Working papers on international approaches to funding, fees, staff wages and 
public investment in Ireland compared to other countries; potential mechanisms to control fees 
charged to parents, approaches to identifying children and/or services in need of additional sup-
port, and working conditions within the sector, have already been carried out and these are now 
being considered by the Expert Group. Other papers are under development. Working papers 
will be published from later this year. 

 Preparation of a Workforce Development Plan for the ELC and SAC sector is also well 
underway.  This  will set out plans to raise the profile of careers in the sector, establishing role 
profiles, career pathways, qualification requirements, and associated policy mechanisms, along 
with leadership development opportunities and measures to deliver a more gender-balanced and 
diverse workforce. 

In all of this work, DCYA is committed to continuing to engage with key stakeholders, 
including children, families, providers and the workforce. Owing to COVID-19, a series of 
regional consultation events due to take place in March had to be cancelled. However, over the 
coming weeks and months, the Funding Model and Workforce Development  Groups will be 
inviting interested parties to make written submissions and to participate in online conversa-
tions on future funding and the future workforce.
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30/07/2020WRSS02600Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRSS027001007. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
he will provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently 
working in his Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and 
responsibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20613/20]

30/07/2020WRSS02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special 
Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have identified two individuals to work with 
me as Special Advisers and that they will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved. 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers. These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

With regard to staff seconded to my Department, the following table provides the required 
information.  The Civil Service Salary Scales are available on the Gov.ie website.

 Grade  Area of work
 Assistant Principal (9) Early Years x2Research & Evaluation 

x 2Legal Unit x 2External HR x 1Historic 
Burials x 1 Finance x 1 

 Administrative Officer (1)  Research & Evaluation

30/07/2020WRSS02900Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRSS030001008. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the payments 
for services or goods by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20770/20]

30/07/2020WRSS03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I can confirm 
that there was no expenditure directly incurred by my Department since 2015 in regard to ser-
vices or goods provided by the named company.

30/07/2020WRSS03200Childcare Services

30/07/2020WRSS033001009. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding the payments to childcare providers; if the payments from his Department 
will continue following forced closures due to the Covid-19 pandemic; his plans to ensure 
continued support for the early years sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20874/20]

30/07/2020WRSS03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On 25 July I 
announced a package of measures to support the Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-
Age Childcare (SAC) sector as services reopen in late August and early September. This is a 
substantial investment of just under €300 million in the period from 24 August to the end of the 
year. 

The funding package for the ELC and SAC sector includes three significant elements:

- continuation of all DCYA ELC and SAC subsidy schemes for the 2020/21 programme year 
at existing capitation and subsidy rates;

- access for Tusla registered providers to the Revenue-operated Employment Wage Support 
Scheme (EWSS), regardless of turnover;

- a sustainability fund will be accessible to providers (not-for-profit and for-profit) who can 
demonstrate that the other measures are not sufficient by themselves to enable viable operation 
of their business. 

In addition to this funding package, my Department has introduced, on a temporary basis, 
added flexibility on attendance rules for programmes, other than ECCE, due to the need for 
some service providers to stagger drop-off and collection times. This will assist providers to 
maximise income and reduce costs.

Any individual service which is required to close by public health authorities, due to a con-
firmed or suspected case of Covid-19 in that service, may apply to my Department for force 
majeure permission to close as per the rules governing the programmes.

30/07/2020WRSS03500Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRSS036001010. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his Depart-
ment has carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being imple-
mented by same; if so, if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the 
cost of advertising in publications, broadcast advertising and outdoor advertising; the cost of 
consultancy or production costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21022/20]

30/07/2020WRSS03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Details of ex-
penditure by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs on advertising campaigns to support 
policies and programmes during 2019 and in 2020 to date are set out in the table below:

Policy/Programme Year Print Broadcast* Outdoor Consultan-
cy/Produc-
tion

Supporting Children 
Campaign

2020 0 €12,164 0 €25,135

Parents Centre Cam-
paign

2020 0 €12,138 0 €2,312

Early Years Child-
care Reopening

2020 0 €0 0 €5,781
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Policy/Programme Year Print Broadcast* Outdoor Consultan-
cy/Produc-
tion

National Childcare 
Scheme

2019 €16,552 €493,777 €270,686 €167,597

Youth Reform -  LG-
BTI+ (Pride)

2019 €5,904 €65 0 €4,467

*includes Social Media & Digital

30/07/2020WRSS03800Parental Leave

30/07/2020WRSS039001011. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will extend 
parent’s leave to 9 weeks as committed to in section 5, Part 8 of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit 
Act 2019 with immediate effect to assist mothers who are due to return to work but have no 
childcare available to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20069/20]

30/07/2020WRSS04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Parent’s Leave and 
Benefit Bill 2019 provides for two weeks of parent’s leave and benefit for all new parents in 
employment or self-employment in respect of children born or placed for adoption on or after 
1 November 2019. This is to facilitate parents in spending more time with their children in 
their critical first year of life. The Government is currently considering a proposal to advance 
the extension of Parent’s Leave and Benefit to five weeks for all parents of children born after 
1 November 2019, to enable every eligible parent of young children to spend additional time 
with their child.

The Government proposal would mean that eligible parents of children born during the 
pandemic crisis will get an extra three weeks of Parent’s Leave to offset the impact of having 
a child during the strict lockdown measures. The period in which Parent’s Leave can be taken 
will also be extended from one year to two years.  This, and related costs, will be considered as 
part of the Budget 2021 process.  The support is paid at a rate of €245 per week.

Parental leave is also available which entitles parents to take unpaid leave from work to 
spend time looking after their children. Parents can take up to 22 weeks of parental leave for 
each eligible child before their 12th birthday.

30/07/2020WRSS04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/07/2020WRSS042001012. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
the €24 million allocated for capital projects in the justice sector as part of the July stimulus plan 
that will be comprised of new projects rather than the enhancement of existing ones. [20723/20]

30/07/2020WRSS04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the funding is provided for a range of projects across Garda, Prisons and Courts in-
cluding new projects and projects which had been part of existing enhancement and building 
programmes. These projects will now be accelerated due to the funding provided in the July 
Stimulus Plan.  

The breakdown is as follows:
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Courts €5 million
Criminal Trials – Additional costs for leasing, fit out and basic ICT 
installation in relation to hosting criminal jury trials to address the 
backlog following Covid-19 while observing social  distancing and 
national guidelines at a number of new locations in Dublin and  na-
tionwide. 

 

Condition Surveys –  Additional costs will be required for the reme-
diation, due to Health & Safety and structural issues, at a number of 
courthouses, which will need to be addressed in the near future to 
allow for continued use of the premises.   These remediation works 
will be spread throughout the country and provide a stimulus to the 
construction sector.   

 

Traffic Court – The Traffic Court building is located on Smithfield 
Square and has been vacant  for approximately 20 years. The condi-
tion survey carried out in 2019 indicates that significant works will 
be required immediately to address the  defects identified to get this 
building to an acceptable standard.

 

Sustainable Energy  Initiatives – A series of small projects can be 
progressed. As the capability  of the unit increases, the number/scale 
of projects can be increased in future years in tandem with increased 
funding. It will not be possible for Courts Service to meet its energy 
targets without dedicated funding to this area. 

 

Prisons €8 million
The Irish Prison service has continuous demands for minor/mid-
scale refurbishments - security related works (drug throwover/escape 
prevention etc. in addition to nationwide carbon  related led lighting 
replacement (internal/external) and fire alarm upgrading/replacement. 
There are also issues with leaking roofs in several locations because 
of recent severe weather events as well as window replacement/laun-
dry/equipment upgrading requirements. 

 

Garda €11 million
Stations to support the establishment of the Business Services hub 
under the new operating model of AGS 

 

Custody management facilities in stations, (prisoner processing areas 
and custody CCTV) 

 

Immigration facilities at Sea Ports and Airports  
Public Office facilities for meeting members of the community, in-
cluding universal   access 

 

Garda HQ to meet the requirements of new Units being established  
Garda stations to support the establishment of Protective Service 
Units in a number of Divisions 

 

Provision of Special Victim Interview Suites  
The above work will be carried out across a number of Garda divi-
sions, such as Clare, Cork, Laois/Offaly, Donegal, DMR North, 
Meath, Mayo, Waterford, Kerry and Roscommon/Longford.

 

30/07/2020WRSS04400Assisted Decision-Making

30/07/2020WRSS045001013. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to commit 
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to a timeline for the commencement of all sections of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 especially in relations to wards of court [20763/20]

30/07/2020WRSS04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (“the 2015 Act”) provides a modern statutory framework to sup-
port decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties. The 2015 Act was signed into law 
on 30 December 2015 but has not yet been fully commenced. The Act provides for the estab-
lishment of new administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of 
the Decision Support Service (DSS) within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the 
Department of Health). 

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service and enable the recruitment of the Director 
of the DSS. Ms Áine Flynn was appointed Director of the DSS on 2 October 2017.  The com-
mencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for advance healthcare 
directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.  The Minister for Health brought some provi-
sions of Part 8 of the Act into operation on 17 October 2016 to provide for the establishment, by 
the Minister for Health, of a multi-disciplinary group to make recommendations to the Director 
of the DSS in relation to codes of practice on advance healthcare directives. In anticipation of 
the completion of that process, the Minister for Health commenced the remainder of section 91 
on 17 December 2018.

Part 6 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides for the phased transi-
tion from adult wardship to the new decision-making support arrangements that will be avail-
able under the 2015 Act. It provides for the review by the wardship court of the capacity of 
all current adult wards of court within three years of the commencement of Part 6 of the 2015 
Act. In each case, the ward shall be discharged from wardship and the court shall order that the 
property of the former ward be returned to him or her. The safeguards and procedures of the 
2015 Act will apply to a former ward who transitions to any of the new decision-making sup-
port arrangements available under the 2015 Act.  The current wards of court system will con-
tinue to operate until Part 6 of the 2015 Act is commenced. It is not possible to commence Part 
6 of the Act until the DSS is operational and ready to roll out the new decision-making support 
options that will be available under the 2015 Act.   

A range of amendments to the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 have been 
identified as necessary for the proper operation of the 2015 Act, taking account of issues raised 
by the Mental Health Commission, the working groups developing draft codes of practice under 
the 2015 Act, and submissions received from other bodies.  The amendments to the 2015 Act 
will be brought forward by way of a stand-alone Bill.  Work is ongoing in my Department on 
the General Scheme, with a view to Government approval being sought as soon as possible for 
the priority drafting of the Bill. 

The implementation of the 2015 Act also requires that the DSS is fully operational and in 
a position to offer services including the new decision-making support options. A high-level 
Steering Group comprising senior officials from my Department, the Department of Health, the 
Mental Health Commission, the Courts Service and the HSE, together with the Director of the 
DSS, is overseeing the establishment and commissioning of the DSS and this work is ongoing. 
The Steering Group has given detailed consideration to the feasibility of commencing the re-
maining provisions of the Act however, due to the complexity of the Act and the interconnectiv-
ity of its provisions, it is not possible to make any further commencement orders until the DSS 
is operational. The DSS, led by its Director, is working on putting in place the necessary infra-
structure to support the full commencement of the Act. The infrastructure required includes, 
amongst many other elements, ICT capability for the DSS. These preparations are being imple-
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mented under the oversight of the Steering Group and will allow for commencement orders for 
the main operative provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the necessary preparations have 
been completed to enable the DSS to roll out the new decision-making support options.   

My Department has sought and received funding, through the Estimates process, over the 
last three years to assist the DSS in delivering on its mandate. Further funding will be necessary 
through the Estimates process in 2020 and 2021. In the interim, and subject to the funding allo-
cation, my Department, in conjunction with the DSS, the Mental Health Commission and other 
stakeholders have agreed to an implementation plan which anticipates commencement of DSS 
services in mid-2022. There are also critical dependencies for the DSS on other organisations, 
including, for example, the Courts Service, the HSE and the Department of Health amongst 
others, which need to be delivered in order to achieve this timeline. The Steering Group has 
been meeting regularly to ensure a coordinated approach to the implementation of this project.

As this is a function that is due to transfer, it will of course be a matter for my colleague, Mr. 
Roderic O’Gorman, T.D., the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, to bring this matter for-
ward. 

30/07/2020WRSS04700Garda Stations

30/07/2020WRSS048001014. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeline for 
Rush Garda station to be opened. [19590/20]

30/07/2020WRSS04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be 
aware that the Office of Public Works has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of 
Garda accommodation.  Works in relation to Garda accommodation are therefore progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW).

I am advised that the works required to reopen Rush Garda station have been completed and 
that the building has been handed over by the OPW to the Garda authorities.

I am informed however, that in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the IT works 
which will be required prior to Rush station becoming operational have not yet been carried out.

More generally, and as the Deputy may be aware, as part of its action to mitigate the risks 
around the transmission of COVID-19 between Garda personnel and/or members of the public, 
Garda management has identified a range of alternative accommodation including educational 
institutions, local community facilities and so on, which are available to Garda management 
across the country in order to assist in protecting members and staff against COVID-19.  I un-
derstand that these facilities, where in use, are acting as a facility supplementary to the local 
Garda Station, to ensure compliance with social distancing guidelines, minimising the concen-
tration of personnel in a particular location.  This contributes to the protection of Garda mem-
bers and staff and to the organisational resilience of An Garda Síochána.  

I am informed that, in a similar context, Rush station is currently being held as a contin-
gency building, in the event other stations become impacted by COVID-19 infection.  I am 
further advised that when the public health situation allows, Rush Garda station will reopen to 
the public.  

30/07/2020WRSS05000Refugee Resettlement Programme

30/07/2020WRSS051001015. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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persons who arrived here under phase 1 of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 2015-2019 
who have progressed to independent living in local communities by relocated persons, resettled 
persons, IHAP beneficiaries and other. [19591/20]

30/07/2020WRSS05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Irish Refugee Protec-
tion Programme (IRPP) was established in 2015 to deliver upon Government commitments to 
accept up to 4,000 people into the State in response to the migration crisis in central and South-
ern Europe. A total of 3,358 people have arrived in Ireland to date under the various strands of 
the IRPP. 

To date, 1,006 persons have been housed in the community by way of the Relocation strand 
and a further 1,483 persons have been similarly housed in the community by way of the UN-
HCR-led Resettlement strand.  The figures above do not include children who have been born 
to refugees since their arrival in Ireland.  In addition, 6 unaccompanied minors who arrived as 
part of the EU Relocation strand, were taken under the care of Tusla on arrival. 

Persons granted permission to travel to Ireland under the Humanitarian Admissions Pro-
gramme (IHAP) make their own arrangements for travel, the exact timing of which is not 
known to the Department. We can confirm however that, to date, 276 persons have informed 
the IRPP Unit of their arrival.  IHAP beneficiaries are responsible for their own housing ar-
rangements and may stay with a family member or live independently in the community should 
they so choose. Those granted permission under the IRPP as Programme Refugees are entitled 
to the same State housing assistance and supports as Irish Citizens and may apply for housing 
or Housing Assistance Payments on their own or with assistance from various support groups.

147 persons entered the State under other mechanisms (Mediterranean Search and Res-
cue Missions, Calais Special Project, and Unaccompanied Minors from Greece).  Through the 
Mediterranean Search and Rescue Missions strand, 90 adults and 8 unaccompanied minors 
have arrived in Ireland to date.  A total of 41 unaccompanied minors have arrived in the State 
as part of the Calais Special Project.  Tusla coordinated the selection and arrival of a further 8 
unaccompanied minors from Greece.  Tusla are responsible for the care and accommodation of 
unaccompanied minors and accommodation for adults in these groups is provided through the 
International Protection system. 

30/07/2020WRSS05300Refugee Resettlement Programme

30/07/2020WRSS054001016. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the outstanding 
commitments made under phase 1 of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 2015-2019 will 
be realised in the first year of the recently announced phase 2 2020-2023, in particular the 581 
persons yet to arrive via the IRPP Humanitarian Admission Programme. [19592/20]

30/07/2020WRSS05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): In 2015, as part of Ireland’s 
response to the migration crisis in central and southern Europe, the Government established the 
Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Under this programme, the Government commit-
ted to accepting up to 4,000 people into the State, primarily through a combination of the EU 
Relocation Programme and the UNHCR’s Refugee Resettlement Programme. 

A total of 3,358 people have arrived in Ireland to date under the various strands of the IRPP. 
The remaining 642 allocated commitments under various Strands of the Programme are yet to 
be completed. My Department is committed to realising these outstanding commitments in line 
with our obligations under the Programme. 

A total of 1,022 people have been welcomed into Ireland under the EU’s relocation mecha-
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nism, which fulfilled Ireland’s commitment to this Strand of the Programme.  

Under the UNHCR-led Resettlement Strand, a commitment was made to resettle 1,985 
people, of which 1,913 Resettlements were completed by the end of last year.  A balance of 72 
people remain to be resettled from Lebanon and Jordan to meet the full commitment.  Of this, 
30 persons had been interviewed and selected during missions to Lebanon and Jordan in 2019.  
They were unable to travel, initially due to documentation and health reasons, and subsequently 
the international travel restrictions in place due to COVID-19.  On the advice of the Defence 
Forces, it was not possible for staff from my Department to travel to Beirut to complete the 
selection of this cohort in late 2019. 

In March 2020, IRPP staff returned to Ireland from Beirut having successfully interviewed 
over 220 persons. This selection mission was cut short due to Covid-19 international travel 
restrictions. The resumption of international arrivals, selection missions and resettlements will 
take place once it is safe to do so with a view to the impact of Covid-19 travel restrictions.  

Under other mechanisms (the Calais Special Project, Mediterranean Search and Rescue 
Missions and the admission of Unaccompanied Minors from Greece), a commitment was made 
to admit 240 people, of which 147 have arrived including 41 unaccompanied minors under 
the Calais Special Project, which has now concluded.  The International Protection Office and 
Tusla continue to coordinate the selection and arrival of people under the remaining strands. 

Under the IRPP Humanitarian Admission Programme 2018/19 (IHAP), a commitment was 
made to admit 740 family members of refugees.  There will be some delay in the completion 
of the IHAP strand, as those granted permission to travel to Ireland make their own arrange-
ments for travel, the exact timing of which is not known to the Department.  My Department 
has received several requests for time extensions from IHAP applicants who are experiencing 
difficulties in obtaining visas or travel documentation for their family members due to the ongo-
ing global pandemic. In such cases my Department has adopted a pragmatic approach and has 
attempted to facilitate those affected. The total number of IHAP beneficiaries who have arrived 
in the State to date is 276. 

My Department resumed the acceptance of visa applications from Monday 22 June 2020.  
Applications are being accepted through our commercial partner, VFS, in seven locations over-
seas where we have visa offices, as well as in the Dublin Visa office . The seven visa offices 
overseas are based in China, India, UAE, Turkey, Nigeria, Russia and the United Kingdom. 
Restrictions remain in place in some of these countries so, where it was not possible to resume 
from 22 June 2020, these offices intend to resume accepting visa applications as soon as pos-
sible. The extent of the resumption of visa services will continue to be decided in accordance 
with World Health Organization (WHO) and Health Service Executive (HSE) guidelines both 
in Ireland and globally.

During the initial phase of re-opening, the visa offices are only accepting Long Stay ‘D’ 
visa applications, including study, as well as those identified under the current criteria as Emer-
gency/Priority Short Stay visas. Immigration Service Delivery will also endeavour to prioritise 
visa applications for IHAP beneficiaries. Applicants are advised to contact their local Mission/
Visa Office when they are in a position to travel and they will get appropriate advice in terms 
of the next steps. For up to date information on each location, IHAP beneficiaries are advise 
to continue to monitor the website of their local Irish Embassy, Mission or Visa Office. 

There are a further 13 places not yet allocated to any of the mechanisms mentioned above 
which will complete Ireland’s commitment under the first phase of the IRPP.
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30/07/2020WRSS05600Garda Resources

30/07/2020WRSS057001017. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of the 
provision of additional Garda resources for the Fingal area, which has a growing population and 
an increase in crime across many categories year on year; the timeline for delivery of resources; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19593/20]

30/07/2020WRSS058001018. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
provision of permanent Garda resources to Donabate, including plans for a Garda station, in 
view of the fact the population is set to exceed 20,000 over the next ten years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [19594/20]

30/07/2020WRSS05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1017 and 1018 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the man-
agement and administration of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and the deploy-
ment of resources.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that 
Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

The Deputy will appreciate that the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the 
provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  As a result, all works related to the Garda 
estate involve close cooperation between the OPW and the Garda authorities. 

The programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW which has the responsibil-
ity for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. 

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities and benefits over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by significant Exche-
quer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  The objective of this investment is to address 
deficiencies in the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and 
staff as well as the public interacting with them.

I am informed that the current Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme does not 
include the development of a new Garda station in Donabate, Co. Dublin.  The determination 
of the need for a new Garda Station there, or in other location, will be considered by An Garda 
Síochána in the context of the overall accommodation requirements arising from the ongoing 
expansion of the Garda workforce, the policing reform plan, A Policing Service For the Future, 
and the implementation of the new Garda operating model which will inform the overall ac-
commodation priorities of An Garda Síochána over the years 2022-2026. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the area of interest to the Deputy is policed by 
Swords Garda station and that dedicated Garda patrols are detailed for that area. The area 
is also regularly patrolled by Divisional and Regional Roads Policing Units and the Burglary 
Response Unit. 

The resources provided to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an 
allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing re-
cruitment of Garda members and staff.  As at 30 June 2020, there are now approximately 14,700 
Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 3,000 Garda staff and these numbers are continuing to 
grow. 
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This total figure includes the Garda trainees from two separate intake classes who attested 
earlier than scheduled in March 2020, following an operational decision by the Garda Commis-
sioner to augment An Garda Síochána’s capacity to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

A detailed breakdown of the Garda workforce, including both Garda members and staff, is 
available on my Department’s website.  Details of Garda deployment for all Garda Divisions, 
as furnished to me by An Garda Síochána, is available at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_June_2020.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_June_2020.xlsx.

This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Sío-
chána and published on my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the 
convenience of Deputies and the wider public. 

Additional information on the Garda workforce, as furnished to me by An Garda Síochá-
na, is available at the following link: http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.

Information on Garda staff, as furnished to me by An Garda Síochána, is available at: http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff.

30/07/2020WRSS06100Ministerial Transport

30/07/2020WRSS062001019. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost 
of the purchase of a new Garda car for the Minister for Foreign Affairs (details supplied); the 
estimated cost of the new car and two Garda drivers; and the way this is going to be replaced in 
the budget of An Garda Síochána. [19628/20]

30/07/2020WRSS06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Garda 
authorities that the current contract for the purchase of executive vehicles expired in March 
2020, the Office of Government Procurement is currently completing a tender competition.  
Consequently it would not be appropriate to detail the purchase price of ministerial vehicles in 
case this may prejudice the tender completion.  

I am also informed that there is currently no requirement to purchase new vehicles as re-
quirements can be met from the vehicles allocated to the Ministerial pool.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the average salary cost of a Garda member al-
located to the ministerial pool is €97,850, which includes salary, allowances, overtime, subsis-
tence and employer overheads.  The cost of two Garda drivers amounts to €189,700.

30/07/2020WRSS06400Ministerial Correspondence

30/07/2020WRSS065001020. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she, her Ministers 
of State and or advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use 
since the formation of the Government; and if so, if she will publish all such emails and cor-
responding documents immediately. [19641/20]

30/07/2020WRSS06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department has a clear 
policy in which staff are directed not to use third-party or web-based email accounts to send 
or receive Departmental information, not least because the method is much less secure than 
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Departmental systems. 

Thus it is not the standard practice amongst officials within my Department, nor is it my 
standard practice nor that of my advisors, to use personal email accounts for Departmental 
business.  However, the issue of personal email accounts for work-related business may on rare 
occasions arise out of necessity, for example where ICT systems are inaccessible.

I understand that my colleague, Minister of State McConalogue was in contact with his 
Private Secretary from his personal email account on two occasions, as the attachments being 
forwarded were blocked by the Department’s IT system. Similarly, one of my Special Advisers 
used his personal email address for a brief period for responses to press queries and the prepa-
ration of media responses. A personal email account was used until his Departmental email 
account had been set up, and IT access issues had been resolved. 

I have only used a personal email account on a small number of occasions while waiting for 
a personal Departmental email account to be accessible. 

30/07/2020WRSS06700Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRSS068001021. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the meetings she and 
her Ministers of State have had since the formation of the Government by date, in tabular form 
(details supplied). [19658/20]

30/07/2020WRSS06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Since the formation of the 
Government on 27 June 2020 Minister Helen McEntee has had 54 meetings and Minister for 
State Charlie McConalogue has had 18 meetings.

Minister Helen McEntee

29 June 2020

14:00     Cabinet meeting

30 June 2020

11:00     Video Conference  (Department of Foreign Affairs)

18:00     Party related meeting

03 July 2020          

10:00     Fine Gael meeting

11:00     COVID Cabinet Committee meeting

14:30     Visit to Castlerea Garda Station

06 July 2020

10:00     Meeting with Garda Commissioner at Slane Garda Station

12:00     Justice & Home Affairs: Informal Meeting of Justice Ministers

13:30     Pre-Cabinet meeting

15:00     Cabinet meeting
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17:00     Meeting with Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection and Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs

07 July 2020

08:30     Justice & Home Affairs: Informal Meeting of Justice Ministers

08 July 2020

14:00     Meeting with Garda Commissioner

16:30     Meeting with Minister for Children and Youth Affairs

18:00     Parliamentary Party meeting

10 July 2020

11:30     Phonecall with Inspector of Prisons

14:30     Meeting with Attorney General

13 July 2020

14:15     Pre-Cabinet meeting

15:00     Cabinet Meeting

14 July 2020

09:00     Meeting with Minister of State at Department of Finance

17:00     Meeting with Inspector of Prisons

15 July 2020

09:00     Meeting with Chief Justice 

12:00     Meeting with Minister McConalogue

15:30     Meeting with Policing Authority

17:30     Cabinet Meeting

16 July 2020

09:00     Meeting with Brendan Howlin T.D.

10:00     Meeting with Martin Kenny T.D.

11:00     Meeting with Garda Siochána Ombudsman Commission

12:00     Meeting with Garda Inspectorate

15:00     Meeting of European Peoples Party

17 July 2020

11.00    Dundalk Garda Station 

20 July 2020
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19:00   Incoporeal Cabinet  meeting 

21 July 2020

10:00     Visit to Midlands Prison

12:30     Phonecall with Minister Naomi Long MLA

14:00     Meeting with National Women’s Council

20:30     Cabinet meeting

22 July 2020

09:00     Meeting with CEO Courts Service

12:00     Meeting with the Garda Representative Association

13:15     Meeting with the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors

14:30     Teleconference with Alliance for Insurance Reform

17:30     Parliamentary Party (AGM)

23 July 2020

11:00     Meeting with Minister Patrick O’Donovan OPW

14:30     Cabinet Meeting

17:30     Meeting with Minister McConalogue

24 July 2020

08:30     Visit to Navan Garda Station

27 July 2020

12:00     Meeting with Tom O’Malley SC

14:00     Pre-cabinet meeting

15:00     Cabinet Meeting

28 July 2020

09:30     Meeting with Rape Crisis Network Ireland

11:30     Meeting with Association of Garda Superintendents

12:45     Meeting with Association of Garda Chief Superintendents with Minister McCona-
logue

20:30     Meeting with Minister for Children and Youth Affairs

29 July 2020

08:45     Phonecall with Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice (UK) 

14:00     Meeting with Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
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Minister for State Charlie McConalogue

08 July 2020

19:15     Parliamentary Party Meeting

15 July 2020

12:00     Meeting with Minister McEntee

16 July 2020

09:00     Meeting with Minister McEntee and Brendan Howlin T.D.

10:00     Meeting with Minister McEntee and Martin Kenny T.D.

11:00     Meeting with Garda Siochána Ombudsman Commission

12:00     Meeting with Garda Inspectorate

Monday 20 July 2020

10:00     Visit to Letterkenny Garda Station

12:00     Visit to Milford Garda Station

13:45     Visit to Co-lab Building

14:00     Meeting Chief Superintendent Terry McGinn

15:00     Visit to Buncrana Garda Station

22 July 2020

12:00     Meeting with the Garda Representative Association

13:15     Meeting with the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors

17:30     Parliamentary Party Meeting

23 July 2020

17:30     Meeting with Minister Entee

28 July 2020

11:30     Meeting with Association of Garda Superintendents

12:45     Meeting with Association of Garda Chief Superintendents 

29 July 2020

14:00     Meeting Minister Calleary and Chief Inspector Bill Callanan

30/07/2020WRSS07000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRSS071001022. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
details of her advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same; 
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and the date of commencement in their role. [19675/20]

30/07/2020WRSS07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advisers is 
subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two people to work with me 
as Special Advisers and those people will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; these rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRSS07300Irish Prison Service

30/07/2020WRSS074001023. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the actions she will 
take following receipt of correspondence from a person (details supplied) regarding the Irish 
Prison Service; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [19688/20]

30/07/2020WRSS07500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): A number of complaints 
received by my Department from the named person are of a sensitive and confidential nature 
and they are the subject of ongoing independent investigations. It would not be appropriate for 
me to expand on the nature of these concerns.

Recent correspondence received is under consideration and I can confirm to the Deputy that 
I have written directly to the person named.

30/07/2020WRTT00200Garda Transport Provision

30/07/2020WRTT003001024. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of 4x4 vehicles currently used by An Garda Síochána; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [19692/20]

30/07/2020WRTT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible 
for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána.  In addition, the allocation of 
Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. 
This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles.  As Minister, I have no role 
in these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of re-
sources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 30 June 2020, there were 2,961 vehicles 
attached to the Garda Fleet, including vehicles attached to the national units.  For clarity, this 
figure does not include the additional 210 vehicles which have been hired by An Garda Sío-
chána this year, to provide additional capacity during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

For the Deputy’s information the table below sets out all vehicles assigned to the Garda 
fleet as of  that date.

Cars Vans Motorcycles 4x4 * Others Total
2,209 501 115 82 54 2,961
*The category ‘others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles  

Significant capital investment is being made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 
million specifically for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021. This continuing investment is 
intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and 
that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent 
and tackle crime.  

Of this investment, a total of €9 million was made available for purchase and fit-out of 
additional Garda vehicles in 2020.  I am also informed that in order to protect the ongoing 
availability of vehicles and in anticipation of the impact of public health restrictions on motor 
factory or fit-out workplaces, 94 additional vehicles were purchased by the Garda authorities 
in March 2020 at a cost of €2.4m and fit-out costs of €600,000.  The allocation of these and all 
other vehicles in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.  

30/07/2020WRTT00500Legal Services Regulation

30/07/2020WRTT006001025. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
it took five years from the EU/IMF agreement requiring reform of the legal profession to the 
enactment of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; the reason it took a further five years to 
implement the Act; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19701/20]

30/07/2020WRTT007001026. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding 
was provided by the EU for legal reform pursuant to the EU/IMF agreement; the cost to date of 
this reform; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19702/20]

30/07/2020WRTT008001027. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the body 
or agency of the EU charged with monitoring the reform of the legal profession here pursuant 
to the EU/IMF agreement; if she will provide details and findings of progress reports in this 
regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19703/20]

30/07/2020WRTT009001028. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the Legal Services Regulatory Authority removed the right of a person to bring a matter before 
the Solicitors’ Disciplinary Tribunal; the mechanism by which a person may now bring a mat-
ter before the Solicitors’ Disciplinary Tribunal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[19704/20]

30/07/2020WRTT010001029. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the esti-
mated annual cost of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority to date in 2020, in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19705/20]

30/07/2020WRTT011001030. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons employed at the Legal Services Regulatory Authority by grade, in tabular form; the 
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number of those who formerly worked in the complaints department of the Law Society; the 
procedure by which persons formerly employed by the Law Society were appointed to the au-
thority; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19706/20]

30/07/2020WRTT012001031. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the time frame within which to bring a complaint to the Legal Services Regulatory Authority 
was reduced from five to three years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19707/20]

30/07/2020WRTT013001032. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the agency 
or body charged with regulating the Law Society of Ireland; the agency or body that the body 
is answerable to in the event that it is found to have acted unlawfully; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [19708/20]

30/07/2020WRTT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1025 to 1032, inclusive, together.

The Legal Services Regulatory Authority (LSRA) was established on 1 October 2016 under 
the Legal Services Regulation Act of 2015. The Act was one of our national undertakings in 
support of structural reform, national competitiveness and economic recovery under the EU/
IMF/ECB Memorandum of Understanding on Specific Economic Policy Conditionality of 28th 
November 2010.  The early deadline for the publication of the Bill was met and it commenced 
its passage through the Oireachtas with Dáil Second Stage on 16 December 2011. The Bill was 
one of a series of competing legislative priorities which had to be met in support of national re-
covery including, for example, in response to the very pressing issues of insolvency, bankruptcy 
and personal debt. 

In more specific terms the Bill delivered our Troika undertakings to establish an indepen-
dent regulator for the legal profession; to implement the recommendations of the Legal Costs 
Working Group, and to implement the outstanding recommendations of the Competition Au-
thority to reduce legal costs. 

The subsequent progress of the Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011 and its detailed debate 
before both Houses up to enactment in December 2015 are a matter of public record on the 
Oireachtas website. The implementation of the Bill and other undertakings of the Troika Pro-
gramme are also a matter of public record both in their regular reporting by Government to the 
Houses and in the form of the Reviews of the Economic Adjustment Programme for Ireland 
published several times each year by the European Commission between 2011 and 2013. This 
was followed by a series of post-programme surveillance reports by the Commission, the latest 
of which was published last Autumn. An ‘Ex Post Evaluation’ of the programme for 2010 to 
2013 is also publicly available with all of these documents and their accompanying financial in-
formation on the website ec.europa.ie.  Full details of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority, 
its budget and roll-out of functions and its annual and other statutory reports which have been 
laid before the Houses, are publicly available on its website www.lsra.ie. 

In relation to the specific issues raised by the Deputy about the operation of the legal servic-
es regulatory regime, under the Solicitors Acts dating back to 1954, the Law Society has been 
the designated body for the regulation of solicitors in the State and the Solicitors’ Disciplinary 
Tribunal has dealt with cases of serious professional misconduct. With the commencement of 
the relevant provisions of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 by my predecessor Minister 
Charlie Flanagan with effect from 7th October 2019, we are now setting up the new Legal Prac-
titioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal which is entirely independent of the Regulatory Authority and 
the legal professional bodies in the exercise of its functions. The Tribunal which is due to come 
into operation later this year, will deal with allegations of serious misconduct by all legal prac-
titioners, whether they be solicitors or barristers. While the Solicitors’ Disciplinary Tribunal 
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is now being wound down in response to the new regulatory regime, matters already before it 
under the previous legislation will have to be completed under the applicable law which applied 
for that purpose including under the relevant review and appeal structures set out in the Solici-
tors’ Acts. This is entirely separate from the new statutory functions of the LSRA.

However, under the new regulatory regime of the 2015 Act allegations of professional mis-
conduct by solicitors and barristers are no longer dealt with through their professional bodies as 
was previously the case. Rather, they are considered independently by the Regulatory Author-
ity, whose Complaints Committee may refer relevant matters of serious misconduct to the new 
and separate Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal. 

In relation to the time allowed under the 2015 Act for the bringing of complaints about legal 
practitioners, I would point out that there is no time limit on the bringing of complaints about 
professional misconduct before the regulatory authority. The three-year period referred to by 
the Deputy relates only to more minor services and costs issues which would fall short of pro-
fessional misconduct. This is solely intended to support clients in seeking to resolve matters of 
this nature by more informal means.

In relation to the total expenditure by the Legal Services Regulatory Authority since its es-
tablishment  in October 2016 the situation is as set out in the following table.

LSRA Expenditure by Year 2016 to 2019

Year Total Expenditure
Oct 2016-31 Dec 2017 €871,839
1 Jan 2018- 31 Dec 2018 €1,294,903
1 Jan 2019-31 Dec 2019 €1,653,549
The Deputy will also wish to be aware that under Part 7 of the Legal Services Regulation 

Act 2015, the LSRA is also funded by an annual levy on those legal practitioners who come 
within the terms of its regulatory functions based on the actual expenditure of the Authority in 
the preceding financial year. The first such levy was raised by the Authority in November 2019 
for the financial year 2018. The levy process for the 2019 financial year is currently underway.

Staffing numbers at the LSRA have grown with the roll-out of its functions under the rel-
evant sanction of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. A total staff allocation 
of 55 is allowed for, 51 with the Authority itself and 4 who work separately in support of the 
operation of the new and independent Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal.

LSRA Staff Resources as at 24 July 2020

Grade Staff Allocation As at 24/07/2020 Vacancy
Assistant Secretary 1 1 0
Principal Officer 2 2 0
Assistant Principal 
Officer

6 6 0

Advisory Counsel 
Grade III

1 0 1

State Solicitor 12 6 6
Higher Executive 
Officer

10 3 7

Executive Officer 3 0 3
Clerical Officer 16 16 0
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Grade Staff Allocation As at 24/07/2020 Vacancy
Total 51 34 17
The transfer of appropriately qualified staff of the Law Society to specifically support the 

public complaints functions of the LSRA took place under the detailed terms set out in section 
26 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015.  This was a once-off transitional arrangement 
under which a total of 11 former Law Society staff exercised this option.  Of these, seven 
are assigned to the LSRA’s Complaints, Investigations and Resolutions Department, while the 
remaining four are currently providing ongoing logistical and administrative support to the 
completion of the work of the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal. The Complaints, Investigations 
and Resolutions Department currently has 17 staff assigned to it and further public recruitment 
is planned before the end of the year. 

30/07/2020WRTT02200Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRTT023001033. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the names and salaries 
of her special advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in her Depart-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19725/20]

30/07/2020WRTT02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advisers is 
subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two people to work with me 
as Special Advisers and those people will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; these rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/07/2020WRTT02500Criminal Assets Bureau

30/07/2020WRTT026001034. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of pro-
ceeds from crime collected by the Criminal Assets Bureau that will go back into the Exchequer 
in regard to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19732/20]

30/07/2020WRTT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be 
aware, all funds collected by the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) in the course of its activities 
are returned to the Exchequer for the benefit of the Central Fund, in accordance with the rel-
evant legislation.

I have been informed by the Garda Authorities that the following table sets out monies re-
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turned to the Exchequer by the Bureau, under section 4(1) / 4(A) of the Proceeds of Crime Act 
1996 – 2016, for the years 2018, 2019 and 2020 (to date).   

Monies returned to the Exchequer by CAB

Year Amount
2018 €2,271,800
2019 €1,559,727
2020 (30/06/2020) €95,487
For the Deputy’s information, these figures represent a proportion of the funds returned to 

the State by CAB. The Bureau also returns funds to the State under Revenue legislation and 
through recovery of social welfare overpayments. In 2018, CAB returned in excess of €5.6 mil-
lion to the State including €3.097 million under Revenue legislation and €0.323 in social wel-
fare overpayments in addition to the above figures. For 2019, CAB returned in excess of €3.9 
million to the State including €2.026 million under Revenue legislation and €0.324 in social 
welfare overpayments in addition to the above figures. 

30/07/2020WRTT02800Road Traffic Accidents

30/07/2020WRTT029001035. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
road traffic collisions involving pedestrians in Cork city from 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020, 
in tabular form. [19788/20]

30/07/2020WRTT030001036. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
road traffic collisions involving cyclists in Cork city from 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in 
tabular form. [19789/20]

30/07/2020WRTT03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1035 and 1036 together.

I can inform the Deputy that road safety remains a high priority for An Garda Síochána and 
for my Department, working closely in cooperation with the Department of Transport. Any seri-
ous injury or fatality is of great concern.

An Garda Síochána is responsible for collating information regarding road traffic collisions. 
I am informed that the following table details the number of road traffic collisions in which a 
pedestrian was seriously or fatally injured in the Cork City Garda Division between 1st January 
2010 and 27th July 2020.  Collisions in which pedestrians received minor injuries or no inju-
ries may or may not be reported to Gardaí, and as a consequence are not included in the below 
numbers.

Year Number of Collisions 
2010 10
2011 15
2012 8
2013 6
2014 2
2015 6
2016 16
2017 18
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Year Number of Collisions 
2018 22
2019 22
01/01/2020-27/07/2020 7
With regard to road traffic collisions involving pedal cyclists, the following table details the 

number road traffic collisions in which a pedal cyclist was seriously or fatally injured in the 
Cork City Garda Division between 1st January 2010 and 27th July 2020.  Collisions in which 
pedal cyclists received minor injuries or no injuries may or may not be reported to Gardaí and 
as a consequence are not included in the below numbers.

Year Number of Collisions 
2010 0
2011 1
2012 1
2013 1
2014 3
2015 3
2016 2
2017 9
2018 8
2019 9
01/01/2020-27/07/2020 6
Furthermore, I am informed that between December 2019 and June 2020 the staffing levels 

in the Cork City Roads Policing Unit has been increased from 31 to 33 members. 

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.88 billion for 2020, 
as well as capital funding of over €116 million this year.  This level of funding is enabling sus-
tained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a 
growing organisation.  Garda numbers are now at their highest ever, with over 14,750 members 
and almost 3,000 Garda staff nationwide.

The distribution of Gardaí is an operational matter determined by An Garda Síochána based 
on a range of factors including population and crime rates, and Garda management keeps the 
distribution of resources under continual review.

The Garda Commissioner has established the Garda National Roads Policing Bureau (GN-
RPB) to ensure a consistent approach to road safety and enforcement of road traffic legislation 
across the country. This is achieved through coordination of enforcement and development of 
policy based on research and analysis of statistics and by engaging in campaigns in partnership 
with other State Agencies.

30/07/2020WRTT03300Garda Data

30/07/2020WRTT034001037. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
placed on sick leave due to stress or mental illness in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020; the proportion the number represented of the number of gardaí in each year, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19860/20]

30/07/2020WRTT035001038. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
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who died by suicide while still in the employment of the State in each of the years 2015 to 2019 
and to date in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [19861/20]

30/07/2020WRTT03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 1037 and 1038 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
administration of An Garda Síochána. This includes responsibility for personnel and human 
resources matters.  I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that there is a variety of supports 
in place for members to assist them in dealing with stressful and difficult situations that they 
may encounter in the workplace.

The Garda Employee Assistance Service is available to members of An Garda Síochána and 
supports them in managing and resolving personal and work-related difficulties. In addition, 
there is an independent confidential 24/7 help line and counselling service available to all staff 
within An Garda Síochána. This service provides all employees with immediate support from 
accredited counsellors, over the telephone and then, if needed, up to eight face-to-face counsel-
ling sessions. These sessions take place in a location within one hour of the employee’s home 
or place of work. Counselling is provided on a wide range of work and personal issues includ-
ing critical incidents, trauma, financial issues, relationships, bereavement, stress, conflict, and 
health. The service is available on a twenty-four hour basis, every day.

I also understand that there is a Peer Supporter Programme operating in each Garda District 
and that following a traumatic incident a peer supporter who has received appropriate training 
in helping colleagues cope with the effect of a traumatic incident in the workplace will contact 
the member(s) who were involved in the incident and offer support.  

Other mental health supports provided by the organisation to assist employees in maintain-
ing their mental health and wellbeing include a chaplaincy service, the Garda Occupational 
Health Service, and independent mental health specialists. The Garda Occupational Health Ser-
vice provides a holistic support to members presenting with a broad spectrum of medical prob-
lems and circumstances; this would include presentations unrelated to mental health where the 
holistic support can involve optimising mental health supports and wellbeing.

With regard to the number of Gardaí that died by suicide while still in the employment of 
the State, as the Deputy will be aware, it is the role of coroners to investigate unnatural or sud-
den deaths including deaths that may have resulted from suicide, in order to establish the ‘who, 
when, where and how’ of an unexplained death.  Therefore it would not be appropriate for me 
to be specific about the number of members of An Garda Síochána who tragically lost their lives 
through suicide as some cases of unnatural or sudden deaths of Garda members may be await-
ing an inquest.  Clearly the family, friends and colleagues of any Garda members who have lost 
their lives through suicide are deserving of our deepest sympathies.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that following any such tragic loss, An Garda 
Síochána puts in place a comprehensive welfare response to assist and support members who 
may be affected. The welfare response is delivered by the Garda Employee Assistance Service, 
Occupational Health Department, Human Resource Management and Local Management. It 
includes various interventions including Critical Incident Stress Debriefing, Peer Support, Be-
reavement and Self Care Education.

The Deputy will be aware that ‘Connecting for Life’ is Ireland’s national strategy to reduce 
suicide 2015-2020. Connecting for Life sets out a vision of an Ireland where fewer lives are 
lost through suicide, and where communities and individuals are empowered to improve their 
mental health and wellbeing. A Cross-Sectoral Group comprising high-level representatives 
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from Government Departments and key State agencies including An Garda Síochána has been 
established to support the implementation of Connecting for Life.

With regard to the number of Gardaí placed on sick leave due to stress or mental illness, I 
am informed by the Garda authorities that sickness absences are recorded and reported under 
the following categories – Ordinary Illness; Occupational Injury/Illness Arising from Duty and 
Critical Illness. 

There is currently no specific sub-category on the Sickness Absence Management System 
for the recording of absences due to stress but, in some cases, this is recorded under the Mental 
Health sub-category or in the comments field against another sub-category. It is not possible to 
show the comments on a sickness absence report. Each instance of sickness absence throughout 
the required time period would need to be manually accessed on the Sickness Absence Manage-
ment System to ascertain if the illness relates to stress.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the table below sets out the number of Gardaí 
placed on sick leave using the Mental Health illness subcategory.  For the reasons already out-
lined, there is unfortunately no guarantee that all absences due to stress have been recorded un-
der this sub-category. Likewise, these figures will also include absences that are due to mental 
health reasons other than those that are stress related.

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (to 
end June)

Total No. of Garda 
Members absent due 
to Mental Health

60 72 73 67 60 30

Total No. of   Gardaí 12,816 12,943 13,551 14,032 14,307 14,678
Proportion 0.47% 0.56% 0.54% 0.48% 0.42% 0.20%
I am further advised that where an employee is certified unfit for work as a result of stress / 

work related stress and notifies their line manager, the absence triggers an automatic referral to 
the Chief Medical Officer.

The Divisional Officer should ensure that an investigation into the causes of work related 
stress is conducted.  This investigation report should be submitted to the Head of the HR Direc-
torate who shall provide the report to the Chief Medical Officer for his consideration in order to 
inform appropriate clinical advice which will be communicated to the Divisional Officer. 

30/07/2020WRTT03800Legislative Measures

30/07/2020WRTT039001039. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the sale of alcohol Bill. [19930/20]

30/07/2020WRTT04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): It is intended to bring for-
ward legislation that will contain proposals to update the law relating to the sale, supply and 
consumption of alcohol in licensed premises and registered clubs, by replacing both the Licens-
ing Acts 1833 to 2018 and the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008 with streamlined provi-
sions more suited to modern conditions. 

These legislative proposals are among a large number of bills under consideration in my De-
partment and it is not possible, at this time, to indicate when this complex Bill will be published.
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30/07/2020WRTT04100Garda Stations

30/07/2020WRTT042001040. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when there will be a 
new Garda station in Cashel, County Tipperary. [20099/20]

30/07/2020WRTT04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and control of An 
Garda Síochána and for the effective and efficient use of Garda resources.  Further, the Office 
of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accom-
modation.  Works in relation to Garda accommodation are therefore progressed by the Garda 
authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW

The overall purpose of the Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021, 
which was announced by the Minister for Justice and Equality and the Minister of State at the 
Office of Public Works on 21 October 2015, is to address deficiencies in the Garda estate and 
provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff as well as the public interacting 
with them.  The programme is continuing to make progress at a range of locations around the 
country.  I have been informed by the Garda Authorities that the current Building and Refur-
bishment Programme does not provide for significant building works at the station referred to 
by the Deputy. 

However, I am informed by the Garda authorities that they are engaged in consultation with 
the OPW with a view to developing plans for the upgrade of Cashel Garda station.  This engage-
ment is ongoing.

30/07/2020WRTT04400Garda Data

30/07/2020WRTT045001041. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the volume and cost 
of private properties or temporary structures being hired by An Garda Síochána by Garda dis-
trict in each of the years 2018 to 2020, in tabular form. [20100/20]

30/07/2020WRTT04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner 
is responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána.

I have requested information from An Garda Síochána on the matter raised and will write 
directly to the Deputy when it is received.

30/07/2020WRTT04700Brexit Issues

30/07/2020WRTT048001042. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it will be ensured 
that the INIS website fully reflects the agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy 
Community 2019/C 384 I/01 for non-EEA family members of British citizens residing here. 
[20142/20]

30/07/2020WRTT04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The United Kingdom left 
the European Union at midnight (CET) on 31 January 2020, on the basis of the Withdrawal 
Agreement. This Agreement includes a transition period, which is due to last until at least 31 
December 2020. During the transition period, EU rules and regulations will continue to apply 
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to the United Kingdom and its citizens who will still benefit from the Freedom of Movement 
Directive 2004/38 EC and the domestic European Communities (Free Movement) Regulations, 
i.e. the right of British EU citizens to live and work in the European Union.

This means that, until the transition period ends, non-EEA family members of a British EU 
citizen who are residing in this State also remain subject to the provisions of the Free Move-
ment Directive and domestic Regulations and the exercise of EU Treaty rights and entitle-
ments. British citizens themselves are exempt from the requirements of Irish immigration law 
and are not subject to any controls in terms of entry, residence or employment in the State. This 
is reflected separately in the Common Travel Area (CTA) arrangements between Ireland and the 
United Kingdom and the associated reciprocal rights and privileges enjoyed by Irish and British 
citizens in each other’s State.

When the transition period ends, the Free Movement Directive will continue to apply, in 
accordance with the Withdrawal Agreement, to non-EEA family members of British citizens 
who have exercised their right to reside in Ireland in accordance with Union law before the end 
of that period and who continue to reside here thereafter in compliance with Directive 2004/38 
EC.

Officials in my Department will be engaging in a communications campaign over the com-
ing months that will include updates to the Department’s website and that of Immigration Ser-
vice Delivery.

30/07/2020WRTT05000Immigration Policy

30/07/2020WRTT051001043. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mechanisms by 
which undocumented migrants can become regularised; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20144/20]

30/07/2020WRTT05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Immigration Service 
Delivery (ISD) function of my Department examines each case of an undocumented or illegal 
person in the State on a case-by-case basis and has consistently urged anyone in this position 
to come forward if they wish to apply to regularise their position in the State.  A pragmatic ap-
proach is taken in relation to each case, which is considered on its individual merits.  

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to create new pathways for long-
term undocumented people and their dependents meeting specified criteria to regularise their 
status within 18 months of the formation of the Government, bearing in mind European Union 
and Common Travel Area commitments. Ireland along with other Member States of the EU, 
has committed, under the European Pact on Immigration and Asylum (2008), to a case-by-case 
approach as opposed to mass regularisation.  

A policy paper on the matter is being drafted by my Department at the present time. This 
will include an assessment of international best practices.

In all cases, people must engage with the authorities if they wish to be permitted to remain 
here legally. I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to 
contact my Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps to 
regularise their own and their family’s status. 

It should also be noted that my Department does not actively seek information from other 
Government Departments or agencies relating to the immigration status of people with whom 
such other Departments or Agencies are dealing.    Therefore, there is no reason for any un-
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documented migrant to fear accessing health care, social supports or assistance from An Garda 
Síochána at any time and especially during the COVID-19 crisis. 

30/07/2020WRTT05300Legislative Measures

30/07/2020WRTT054001044. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Harassment, 
Harmful Communications and Related Offences Bill 2017 will be reintroduced to make image-
based sexual abuse and revenge porn criminal offences. [20145/20]

30/07/2020WRTT05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government is com-
mitted to taking action to tackle the non-consensual distribution of intimate images. 

I am conscious of the deeply harmful effects which behaviours and actions such as those 
referred to can have on those affected. 

A Private Members Bill sponsored by Deputy Brendan Howlin , the Harassment, Harmful 
Communications and Related Offences Bill 2017, provided for many of the legislative changes 
recommended by the Law Reform Commission in its report on Harmful Communications and 
Digital Safety.  

My officials are continuing to work with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to finalise 
amendments, which I hope to bring to Government for approval in September.  I understand 
that it will be a matter for Deputy Howlin to have the Private Members Bill formally reinstated 
on the Dáil Order Paper. 

30/07/2020WRTT05600Human Trafficking

30/07/2020WRTT057001045. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of re-
ported cases of human trafficking in Ireland in the period 1 January 2015 to 30 June 2020, in 
tabular form. [20146/20]

30/07/2020WRTT05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Today, 30 July, is World 
Day against Trafficking in Persons.  Trafficking in persons is a crime and a serious human rights 
violation.  Addressing this crime is an ongoing challenge and the Government is committed to 
further legislation to combat human trafficking and people smuggling as well as to implementa-
tion of a comprehensive strategy to combat trafficking of women and girls. 

An Garda Síochána has committed significant resources to the investigation and prosecution 
of human trafficking.  Gardaí are also active in relation to trafficking gangs through work target-
ing organised crime - targeting their finances, their use of the internet and by working closely 
with other jurisdictions. 

As the Deputy may be aware, there is a specialised unit in An Garda Síochána working 
to combat this crime- the Human Trafficking Investigation and Coordination Unit (HTICU). 
HTICU conducts investigations into human trafficking and provide advice, support and where 
necessary, operational assistance to investigations at district level. 

I am informed that a total of 64 suspected human trafficking related incidents were reported 
to An Garda Síochána in 2018, and that 42 such incidents were reported in 2019.  As was the 
case in previous years, in 2019 the vast majority of incidents of human trafficking reported in 
Ireland related to sexual exploitation. 
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I further understand that there are currently approximately 80 ongoing criminal investiga-
tions in the area of human trafficking.   

These are complex cases and it is important to note that while no person has yet been con-
victed specifically for the offence of trafficking in Ireland, there have been successful convic-
tions in relation to associated charges.

In addition, a High Level Group involving the Department of Justice and Equality, the 
Office of the DPP and An Garda Síochána is in place, to keep the legislative and operational 
framework for investigation and prosecution of trafficking under review.

Significant efforts are also being made to combat human trafficking and with our partners 
abroad. Ireland and our partners are active on this issue in international fora including the UN, 
Council of Europe, OSCE and the European Union and Ireland. We have a close working re-
lationship, in particular, with the UN International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the 
OSCE who participate in our Human Trafficking Victims Forum. 

Domestically, the National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking takes a 
victim-centred and human rights based approach. A number of other key actions are also being 
pursued at present.  For example:

- The Department has established a forum for stakeholders in relation to human trafficking, 
which met for the first time on 10 July;

- Legislation is being drafted to designate the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC) as Ireland’s independent National Rapporteur for Anti-Human Trafficking under 
article 19 of the EU Human Trafficking Directive;

- The review of the Criminal Justice (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, which introduced the of-
fences of paying for sex with a trafficked person, has commenced; and

- There is ongoing engagement by the Department with frontline services to identify solu-
tions to the provision of accommodation to victims of trafficking.

Finally, it is important to note that there is at role for all of us to support the vital work of our 
frontline services in combatting human trafficking.  Anyone can be exploited and it is important 
for us all to take the time to learn the signs of human trafficking and to be alert in our daily lives 
to people we encounter who may be the victim of this heinous crime.  

I encourage all Deputies and the public to consult the website www.blueblindfold.gov.ie, 
maintained by my Department, for further information. 

30/07/2020WRTT05900Prison Staff

30/07/2020WRTT060001046. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prison officers employed here; the breakdown by place of employment and the ratio of prison-
ers to prison officers in the same workplaces, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20309/20]

30/07/2020WRTT06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by the Irish 
Prison Service that, as of 28 July 2020, the total number of staff assigned to both the prisons 
and support functions in the Irish Prison Service, across all grades is 3,215.  Taking all staff and 
prisoners into account, this figure equates to a ratio for that date of .85:1.
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On 28 July 2020, the number of discipline grade Officers assigned to prisons - which in-
cludes the grades of Recruit Prison Officer, Prison Officer, Assistant Chief Officer, Work Train-
ing Officer and Chief Officer- stands at 2,472. These are staff assigned directly to work in pris-
ons. This equates to a ratio of .65:1.

The balance of Irish Prison Service staff are assigned to supporting functions such as the 
Prison Service Escort Corps and the Operational Support Group, the Irish Prison Service Col-
lege, Building Services Division, and across all prisons to Healthcare (151), senior manage-
ment (53) and administration (143).

As the Deputy will appreciate, the allocation of staffing across the prison estate is based on 
the security and operational needs of each individual prison.  The number of staff required is 
influenced by factors including in particular the numbers in custody, category of prisoner and 
regimes and a range of other factors, including the risks and needs associated with specific areas 
and particular offenders.

For security and operational reasons the Irish Prison Service is not in a position to provide 
a breakdown of the staff resources allocated to individual prisons. 

30/07/2020WRTT06200International Agreements

30/07/2020WRTT063001047. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Lan-
zarote Convention will be ratified and brought into force here in view of the fact that of the 47 
Council of Europe members only two, Ireland and Armenia have not ratified the Convention 
on Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [20310/20]

30/07/2020WRTT06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): At the outset it is important 
to note that Ireland’s laws are already in line with the Council of Europe Convention on the 
Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (commonly referred to as 
the Lanzarote Convention). 

This was largely achieved by the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017. The 2017 Act 
brought in a new offence of accessing child pornography online and criminalised grooming be-
haviour, such as communicating with a child online for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Even 
prior to this Act, our legislation on child pornography included images of a person generated or 
modified by computer-graphics.

My Department has now completed a detailed review of compliance with the Convention. 
This review was carried out, in consultation with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
and other relevant stakeholders, such as the Garda Síochána and the Health Service Execu-
tive, who have provided detailed information regarding the child protection, prevention and 
victim support aspects of the Convention, in order to establish Ireland’s compliance with its 
operational elements. 

Following completion of this review and on foot of the advice of the Attorney General, I 
am pleased to confirm that Ireland is in a position to proceed toward ratification. I will take the 
necessary steps, in co-operation with my colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to secure 
the approval of Government and subsequently Dáil Éireann as soon as practically possible.

The Deputy may interested to know that an update to this effect on Ireland’s position regard-
ing ratification was given to the virtual meeting of the Council of Europe Lanzarote Committee 
held on 15-17 June. 
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30/07/2020WRTT06500Prisoner Data

30/07/2020WRTT066001048. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners in prisons here that are still slopping out; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20311/20]

30/07/2020WRTT06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The provision of safe and 
secure custody and dignity of care to those individuals in the penal system in Ireland is a prior-
ity area for my Department and the Irish Prison Service.   

The Irish Prison Service commits in its capital strategy plan 2016-2021 to a prison estate 
that provides safe, secure and humane custody, that upholds the dignity of all users, and that 
reflects and supports a modern and progressive penal policy.   It identifies as a priority, the full 
elimination of the practice referred to as ‘slopping out’, through provision of in-cell sanitation 
throughout the prison estate.  

Very significant progress has already been made in that regard, to the extent that the prac-
tice has now been virtually eliminated in Irish prisons. 

I am advised by the Prison Service that the number of prisoners without access to in-cell 
sanitation has decreased from 465 in January 2014 to a total of 51 prisoners slopping out - 20 
in Limerick and 31 in Portlaoise.  This represents approximately 1% of the prison population. 

Some of the relevant works completed to date, allowing for in-cell sanitation to now be 
in place for 99% of prisoners, include the installation of in-cell sanitation at Mountjoy Prison 
and the opening of a new prison in Cork in 2016. 

The construction of new facilities in Limerick has also commenced which will see the elimi-
nation of the slopping out in the remaining accommodation block at the prison.  This major 
project is scheduled for completion in the last quarter of 2021. However, the precise date for 
completion of the project is currently the subject of on-going discussions with the contractor in 
light of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Finally, I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that a feasibility study on the options to 
improve cellular accommodation including the provision of in-cell sanitation at E block, Port-
laoise Prison, is being prepared. I understand that the other cell blocks at Portlaoise Prison have 
in-cell sanitation.  When the study is completed, a decision will be taken on the most practical 
and feasible solution for the provision of in cell sanitation in the E block, having regard to its 
age and fabric.  

30/07/2020WRUU00200Departmental Reviews

30/07/2020WRUU003001049. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the re-
view commissioned in 2018 into the investigation and prosecution of sexual offences will be 
completed; when the report will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[20463/20]

30/07/2020WRUU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy refers to the 
working group chaired by Tom O’ Malley, Senior Lecturer in Law at the National University of 
Ireland, Galway and member of the Law Reform Commission which was established to exam-
ine the adequacy of measures available to protect vulnerable witnesses during the investigation 
and prosecution of sexual offences.
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The working group chaired by Mr O’Malley has now completed its work and I am grateful 
to the Chair and all of the members of the group including representatives of the Garda Sío-
chána, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Probation Service, the Courts Service and my 
own Department.  I hope to be in position to bring the report to Government shortly.

30/07/2020WRUU00500Naturalisation Eligibility

30/07/2020WRUU006001050. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a 
person (details supplied) will qualify for naturalisation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20603/20]

30/07/2020WRUU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): According to the Depart-
ment’s records an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by 
the Deputy was approved on 20 March 2007 and a certificate of Naturalisation was issued on 
18 June 2007.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/07/2020WRUU00800Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRUU009001051. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will 
provide a schedule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working 
in her Department appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and respon-
sibilities attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20623/20]

30/07/2020WRUU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advisers is 
subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the 
PMSA Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned two people to work with me 
as Special Advisers and those people will be formally appointed by the Government once the 
Guidelines have been approved.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

No civil servants have been seconded to Special Adviser posts in my Department since the 
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formation of the Government.

30/07/2020WRUU01100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRUU012001052. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons that have refused to fill in their details on the passenger locator form since it was 
introduced; the number of persons refused entry to the State for non-compliance in respect of 
the locator form; and if she will provide a breakdown of same to include sea ports and airports. 
[20632/20]

30/07/2020WRUU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Border Management 
Unit of the Department of Justice and Equality, has responsibility for securing Ireland’s border 
at Dublin Airport in accordance with the provisions of the Immigration Acts and Orders as they 
relate to entry and refusal of entry to the State. The Unit has also been collecting and checking 
Public Health Passenger Locator Forms at Dublin Airport since 28th April 2020. 

The mandatory regime, as set out in the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A Temporary Restric-
tions) (Covid-19 Passenger Locator Form) Regulations 2020, for completion of Public Health 
Passenger Locator Forms by all arriving passengers into the State (excluding the exempt cat-
egories) came into effect on 28 May 2020. Any passenger refusing to complete the mandatory 
form at Dublin Airport is referred to the Garda National Immigration Bureau. To date, three 
passengers at Dublin Airport have been referred for refusing to complete a form. None of these 
passengers were refused entry to the State but were dealt with by GNIB in accordance with the 
regulations.

The Border Management Unit is responsible for immigration duties at Dublin Airport only, 
therefore, it does not hold data on the numbers of passengers who refused to complete Passen-
ger Locator Forms at other ports of entry nationwide.

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have requested the data with respect to other 
ports of entry from An Garda Síochána and it will be sent to the Deputy as soon as it is received.

30/07/2020WRUU01400Departmental Contracts

30/07/2020WRUU015001053. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the payments for 
services or goods by her Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20780/20]

30/07/2020WRUU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has not engaged the services of Sodexo Ireland.

30/07/2020WRUU01700Bench Warrants

30/07/2020WRUU018001054. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of bench warrants outstanding in each Garda division; the number of bench warrants outstand-
ing for a period of over six months in each Garda division; the number of bench warrants out-
standing for a period of over 12 months in each Garda division; and the longest outstanding 
warrant in each Garda division. [20785/20]

30/07/2020WRUU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreci-
ate, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants, including bench warrants, are a long-
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standing issue for many police forces around the world; notably relating to persons actively 
seeking to evade detection and where limited identification information might be available to 
support enforcement.  These difficulties are compounded where the warrant has been outstand-
ing for some years.  However, I am assured that An Garda Síochána execute warrants as expedi-
tiously as possible, giving priority to the execution of warrants relating to serious crimes. 

The Deputy will also appreciate that the figure for outstanding bench warrants recorded by 
PULSE at any given time reflects an accumulation of old bench warrants which has arisen over 
the years and that therefore the total figure for outstanding bench warrants as shown on PULSE 
may not be a reliable indicator of the number of ‘live’ warrants which are actually enforceable.

While it is important to note that an individual can be the subject of multiple bench war-
rants, I am advised by the Garda authorities that, as of 25 July 2020, there are 33,867  bench 
warrants outstanding nationally.  The attached table provides a breakdown of bench warrants 
outstanding by Garda Division. 

Region Division Outstanding 
Bench Warrants

Over 6 Months Over 12 Months

D.M.R. Eastern 892 835 717
D.M.R. North 
Central

5783 5562 5132

D.M.R. North-
ern

4441 4181 3542

D.M.R. South 
Central

1920 1793 1553

D.M.R. South-
ern

3098 2795 2337

D.M.R. Western 5364 4922 4098
Dublin Region Dublin Region 

Total:
21498 20088 17379

Kildare Div 1023 873 663
Kilkenny/Car-
low

835 722 598

Laois/Offaly 318 240 173
Meath Div 509 430 337
Waterford Div 408 347 301
Westmeath Div 241 173 147
Wexford Div 471 403 316
Wicklow Div 451 358 280

Eastern Region 
(NEW)

Eastern Region 
(NEW) Total:

4256 3546 2815

Cavan/
Monaghan

810 708 578

Donegal 769 686 565
Galway Div 930 812 679
Louth Div 686 625 463
Mayo 227 197 155
Roscommon/
Longford Div

203 135 102
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Region Division Outstanding 
Bench Warrants

Over 6 Months Over 12 Months

Sligo/Leitrim 297 232 192
North Western 
Region

North Western 
Region Total:

3922 3395 2734

Clare 188 157 125
Cork City 1248 1000 596
Cork North 323 244 180
Cork West 184 151 110
Kerry 498 451 412
Limerick 1045 900 754
Tipperary 705 568 391

Southern Re-
gion (NEW)

Southern Re-
gion (NEW) 
Total:

4191 3471 2568

The table below shows the earliest issue date of the identified warrants as recorded on 
PULSE.

Region Division Earliest Issue Date
D.M.R. Eastern 16/03/1990
D.M.R. North Central 14/02/1968
D.M.R. Northern 14/12/1995
D.M.R. South Central 02/11/1995
D.M.R. Southern 20/04/1998
D.M.R. Western 29/01/1987

Dublin Region Dublin Region: 14/02/1968
Kildare Div 25/06/1997
Kilkenny/Carlow 14/06/1994
Laois/Offaly 02/09/2002
Meath Div 09/01/2001
Waterford Div 04/04/2000
Westmeath Div 05/11/2002
Wexford Div 20/07/2000
Wicklow Div 24/10/2000

Eastern Region (NEW) Eastern Region (NEW): 14/06/1994
Cavan/Monaghan 03/12/1999
Donegal 31/05/2001
Galway Div 18/01/1999
Louth Div 24/02/1997
Mayo 30/07/1999
Roscommon/Longford Div 15/09/1998
Sligo/Leitrim 22/07/1998

North Western Region North Western Region: 24/02/1997
Clare 02/10/1991
Cork City 26/10/1999
Cork North 17/02/2004
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Region Division Earliest Issue Date
Cork West 20/10/2003
Kerry 23/01/1997
Limerick 22/04/2002
Tipperary 07/06/2001

Southern Region (NEW) Southern Region (NEW): 02/10/1991
*Valid bench warrants issued at any time were examined. If the current status of a warrant 

was “issued” or “not tracked” it was considered to be outstanding.

*The results are based upon PULSE data as was available on the 25/07/2020 and is liable 
to change.

*The various figures showing the overdue timeframe was calculated with reference to the 
issue date of the warrant.

30/07/2020WRUU02000Direct Provision System

30/07/2020WRUU021001055. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the serious complaints raised by residents in a direct provision centre 
(details supplied); if her further attention has been drawn to the transfer requests which have 
been denied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20908/20]

30/07/2020WRUU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Due to a lack of spare ca-
pacity within my Department’s accommodation portfolio, the International Protection Accom-
modation Service (IPAS) has had no other recourse but to contract bed spaces in hotels, B&Bs 
and guesthouses to meet demand. The premises referred to by the Deputy is one of those prem-
ises contracted on an emergency basis.  

As it is not contracted as a Direct Provision Centre, the inspection regime operated by my 
Department does not apply to this premises. This is because the inspection regime is designed 
to monitor compliance against contractual obligations that Direct Provision service providers 
must meet.  Our stated aim is to reduce the reliance on such emergency accommodation but 
given existing demand, that can only be achieved through increasing the number of dedicated 
Direct Provision bed spaces. It has not been possible to open additional new centres during the 
pandemic.

IPAS officials have visited the premises and have spoken with residents via online clinics. 
They were satisfied that the premises is clean, safe and meeting the needs of residents. In addi-
tion, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) visited the premises in February 2020 
as part of a wider tour of such accommodation premises and did not raise any concerns with 
my Department.

The concerns now raised by residents will be fully investigated by my officials as a matter 
of priority to assess how best they can be addressed.  Any resolutions required will be imple-
mented as quickly as possible. 

Normal transfers between centres have been suspended during the pandemic, unless there 
are urgent medical needs or for the safety and security of residents.  As the main restrictions 
cease, requests will be considered in the coming days, depending on the availability of suitable 
alternative accommodation.
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30/07/2020WRUU02300Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRUU024001056. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her Department has 
carried out advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented by 
same; if so, if she will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of 
advertising in publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor advertising; the cost of consultancy 
or production costs in each of the past two years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21032/20]

30/07/2020WRUU02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has not been possible 
to collate the information requested by the Deputy within the time allowed. I will write to the 
Deputy to provide this information as soon as it is available.

30/07/2020WRUU02600Naturalisation Eligibility

30/07/2020WRUU027001057. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a per-
son (details supplied) will be eligible for naturalisation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [21060/20]

30/07/2020WRUU02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Citizen-
ship Division of my Department that no application for a certificate of naturalisation has been 
received from the person concerned.

A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturali-
sation can only be made after an application is received. Every application is considered on its 
individual merits. 

It is open to any person to make an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and when 
they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements. Detailed information on Irish Citizen-
ship and Naturalisation, as well as the relevant application forms, is available on the Immigra-
tion Service Delivery website at https://www.irishimmigration.ie/citizenship/.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically es-
tablished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/07/2020WRUU02900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRUU030001058. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the correspondence he and his 
officials had with their counterparts in the Northern Ireland Executive regarding an all-Ireland 
approach to Covid-19 at Belfast International Airport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19578/20]

30/07/2020WRUU031001059. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the correspondence he and his 
officials had with their counterparts in the Northern Ireland Executive regarding an all-Ireland 
approach to Covid-19 at George Best Belfast City Airport; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19579/20]
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30/07/2020WRUU032001289. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional measures will be 
introduced on an all-Ireland basis to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20445/20]

30/07/2020WRUU03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1058, 
1059 and 1289 together.

There has been ongoing and regular contact at Ministerial level with Northern Ireland 
throughout this pandemic in relation to how each health system is implementing various public 
health responses. 

A Memorandum of Understanding was formally agreed between the respective health ser-
vices in April. The MOU focuses on facilitating greater co-operation and consistency of ap-
proach wherever possible on areas such as public health messaging, programmes of behav-
ioural change, evidence base/ modelling and contact tracing.  

There has been significant engagement between the CMOs, and officials in both jurisdic-
tions. Calls are held regularly including at a technical level to facilitate information sharing 
on topics such as modelling, testing and contact tracing approaches, tracing apps and travel 
measures. 

In recent weeks, there has been regular engagement at official level  to discuss our policy 
approaches to international travel and to foster a mutual understanding of our positions on pas-
senger locator forms and on public health advice and requirements for incoming passengers.

The administrations are seeking to adopt similar approaches, where it is appropriate to do so 
on the advice of respective Chief Medical Officers. Discussions have and will continue to take 
place on respective plans for the gradual and controlled easing of restrictions, given the impor-
tance of implementing consistent approaches wherever possible. All parties recognise that in 
terms of public health measures in both jurisdictions, that it will be important to maintain strong 
North/South collaborative arrangements.

The North-South Ministerial Council of 31 July will provide a further opportunity and plat-
form for the discussion of these issues.  

30/07/2020WRUU03500National Carers’ Strategy

30/07/2020WRUU036001060. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health his plans to review and update 
the National Carer’s Strategy; if he will engage with representative organisations in relation 
to the matter; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20230/20]

30/07/2020WRUU03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is responsible for coor-
dinating the cross-departmental 2012 National Carers’ Strategy, which sets the strategic direc-
tion for future policies, services and supports provided by Government Departments and agen-
cies for family carers. The Strategy contains actions to recognise, support and empower carers 
to manage their physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing across four national goals:

- Recognise the value and contribution of carers and promote their inclusion in decisions 
relating to the person they are caring for;

- Support carers to manage their physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing;

- Support carers to care with confidence through the provision of adequate information, 
training, services and supports;
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- Empower carers to participate as fully as possible in economic and social life.

My Department is engaging with key stakeholders including other Government Depart-
ments and voluntary organisations on ways to improve supports for family carers.  This work 
will continue in the coming months with a view to supporting carers in the best way possible to 
continue to sustain their caring journey. I am more than happy to meet with family carer repre-
sentative organisations as this work progresses.

30/07/2020WRUU03800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRUU039001061. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of patients com-
mitted to the Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum in 2019 and to date in 2020 by the courts; the 
capacity of the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20312/20]

30/07/2020WRUU04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRUU04100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRUU042001062. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatrist and 
psychologist posts vacant in the Central Mental Hospital in Dundrum; the recruitment pro-
cesses taking place; when the posts will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20313/20]

30/07/2020WRUU04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRUU04400UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

30/07/2020WRUU045001063. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he will ratify the Optional Pro-
tocol in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; the timetable 
for ratification; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20363/20]

30/07/2020WRUU04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Responsibility 
for the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities rests with the Department of Justice and Equality .

I am informed by that Department that Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is an international treaty that establishes two proce-
dures aimed at strengthening the implementation and monitoring of the Convention. The first is 
an individual communications procedure allowing individuals to bring petitions to the Commit-
tee claiming breaches of their rights; the second is an inquiry procedure giving the Committee 
authority to undertake inquiries of grave or systematic violations of the Convention.

The Programme for Government reiterates the commitment to ratify the Optional Protocol 
after the first reporting cycle. The Government priorities remain focused on addressing the re-
maining legislative measures to be taken to give full effect to the Convention.
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Other priorities are the submission of the CRPD Initial State Report and developing an 
implementation plan to coordinate implementation of the UNCRPD.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy is the key framework for policy and action to 
address the needs of people with disabilities. Through its actions, the strategy supports effective 
progress in delivering on the obligations set out in the Convention.

30/07/2020WRUU04700Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRUU048001064. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of personal assistant 
hours availed of by county and month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 respectively, in tabular 
form; if he will increase the number of personal assistant hours; the timetable for this increase; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20366/20]

30/07/2020WRUU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Depart-
ment of Health and HSE are committed to protecting the level of Personal Assistant (PA) and 
Home Support Services available to persons with disabilities, in line with the National Service 
Plan. As part of its response to the unprecedented COVID_19 crisis, the HSE has worked with 
service providers and developed a Contingency Plan to assist in the delivery of services where 
possible, and recognises that many new and innovative processes were developed to maintain 
different forms of service delivery during this crisis.

The Department of Health recognises that the programme for Government pledges to de-
liver increased home support and Personal Assistance hours, and notes that additional funding 
was allocated in the National Service Plan for 2020.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRUU05000Proposed Legislation

30/07/2020WRUU051001065. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when the legislation necessary 
to fulfil obligations under the recently ratified UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities will be completed. [20467/20]

30/07/2020WRUU05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Responsibility 
for the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities rests with the Department of Justice and Equality .

I am informed by that Department that the Government’s approach to meeting the terms of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Convention”) is 
one of progressive realisation. Work is continuing on the reforms needed for an optimum level 
of compliance with the Convention’s requirements.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017 – 2021 contains a wide range of 
practical commitments to improve the position of people with disabilities in Ireland. It provides 
a mechanism for joined-up working to deliver on Ireland’s commitments to implementing the 
UNCRPD. The NDIS Steering Group, which oversees and monitors the implementation of the 
Strategy, has an important role in guiding progress in this area. The Group recently carried out 
a mid-term review of the Strategy which examined how the Strategy is aligned with the articles 
of the Convention and how the Strategy could be revised and built upon in order to continue 
progressive realisation of the aims of the Convention. Arising from the mid-term review, a com-
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mitment was made that the Department of Justice and Equality will develop a CRPD implemen-
tation plan, that will include monitoring structures and metrics as appropriate. 

Of particular relevance to Article 12 of the Convention is the Assisted Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-making 
by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 but has 
not yet been fully commenced.  

The 2015 Act will abolish the current Wards of Court system by repealing the Lunacy Regu-
lation (Ireland) Act 1871. Part 6 of the 2015 Act provides that adults currently in wardship will 
transition to the new decision-making support arrangements provided for in the Act on a phased 
basis over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act.

New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of 
Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the 2015 Act can be com-
menced. The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and ready for the 
commencement of the main provisions of the Act in 2020.  This lead-in timeframe ensures that 
the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regula-
tions will be in place so that the Decision Support Service will have the capacity to be up and 
running effectively. 

The Government continues to take practical measures to improve the lives of people with 
disabilities.  The Report of the Make Work Pay Group was published in April 2017 and many 
of its recommendations have been implemented. In addition, the Comprehensive Employment 
Strategy for People with Disabilities 2015-2024 includes positive action measures to support 
the recruitment of people with disabilities in the public service and in the wider economy.

In addition to the practical measures outlined, the Deputy will be aware of a number of leg-
islative developments to support the implementation of the Convention.

In the first instance, the Minister for Health is progressing Heads of a Bill to provide legis-
lative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty. A report of a recent public consultation on 
these draft legislative provisions is nearing completion, and every effort is being made to prog-
ress this legislation as quickly as possible. 

In order to strengthen Ireland’s laws on liberty and security of the person as they relate to 
persons with a disability and to ensure that Ireland fully complies with Article 14, the Govern-
ment has been working towards enacting specific legislation. The previously stated Disability 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 and the ADMC each have an important role in this regard. 
In addition, a stand-alone Bill on Deprivation of Liberty is being progressed. The Bill will pro-
vide procedural safeguards to ensure that people are not unlawfully deprived of their liberty in 
relevant facilities. 

An approach has been developed to provide for situations in which an individual lacks the 
capacity to consent to their care arrangements (which amount to a deprivation of liberty) and 
will provide a legal basis for these care arrangements to be authorised by a body to be estab-
lished within the health service.  The authorisation will not cover any other decision to be made 
in relation to that individual e.g. financial decisions or consent to medical treatment. Work to 
refine the draft legislative proposals is ongoing and complicated policy issues that have arisen 
are being resolved, in consultation with an Advisory Group and relevant stakeholders.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which contains key legislative amend-
ments needed for compliance with the Convention, was published in December 2016. The 
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Bill includes provisions to establish the monitoring framework required by Article 33 of the 
Convention to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention. It requires the 
involvement and participation of civil society, in particular, persons with disabilities, in the 
monitoring process. 

Published in December 2016, the Bill’s stated purpose was to address remaining legislative 
barriers to Ireland’s ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD).  The opportunity was also taken to progress other miscellaneous amendments to 
statute law. The Bill amends:

•the Juries Act to accommodate (i) deaf persons who need the services of a sign language 
interpreter and (ii) persons with mental illness being subject to a functional capacity test

•the Electoral Act to repeal the prohibition on a person of unsound mind from standing for 
election to the national and European parliament

•the National Disability Act to (i) change the status of NDA staff from public to civil ser-
vants, in line with all other bodies in the Justice Vote and (ii) to provide information and advice 
including statistics to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC)

•the Equal Status Act to elaborate the principle of refusal of “reasonable accommodation” 
on grounds of cost

•the Disability Act to bring civilian staff of the Garda Síochána within the scope of Part V 
of that Act which contains measures applicable to the public service including employee quotas

•the IHREC Act to create a statutory basis for IHREC to (i) keep under review the law and 
practice relating to the protection of persons with disabilities, and (ii) to that end appoint an 
advisory committee, and (iii) apply to the Court of Appeal to appear as amicus curiae (friend 
of the court).

The Bill was at Committee Stage when it lapsed with the dissolution of the Dáil and Seanad 
in January 2020. A decision is now required as to whether the lapsed Bill should be revisited, 
or if a new Bill should be drafted. This will be a decision for the new Minister for Children, 
Disability, Equality and Integration once the transfer of functions from the Minister for Justice 
and Equality has taken place. 

The monitoring framework for implementation of the Convention will include both the 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) and the NDA and will be governed by 
a formal Memorandum of Understanding. This will ensure the direct participation of persons 
with disabilities and the organisations representing them in monitoring how the Convention is 
implemented in Ireland.

30/07/2020WRUU05300Health Services

30/07/2020WRUU054001066. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans to address inadequa-
cies in HSE diabetic care in County Clare and the UL Hospitals Group (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19554/20]

30/07/2020WRUU05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRUU05600Covid-19 Pandemic
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30/07/2020WRUU057001067. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 820 of 7 July 2020, if he will provide further information in relation to each of the 
properties (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19562/20]

30/07/2020WRUU05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly in relation to this matter.

30/07/2020WRUU05900Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRUU060001068. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of the construction of 
the national forensic mental health service facility in Portrane, County Dublin; the completion 
date for same; if the project will be delivered on time and within budget; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19600/20]

30/07/2020WRUU06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly in relation to this matter.

30/07/2020WRUU06200National Children’s Hospital

30/07/2020WRUU063001069. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the estimated cost of the 
national children’s hospital has increased due to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19601/20]

30/07/2020WRUU06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRUU06500Primary Care Centres

30/07/2020WRUU066001070. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress on 
a primary care centre for Swords, County Dublin as promised in 2013; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19602/20]

30/07/2020WRUU06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRUU06800Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRUU069001071. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the details of his advisers; the full 
remuneration package of each; and the commencement date of each. [19606/20]

30/07/2020WRUU070001078. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of his 
advisers and those of the Ministers of State; the remuneration packages of same; and the date of 
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commencement in their role. [19673/20]

30/07/2020WRUU07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1071 
and 1078 together.

On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is-
sues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appoint-
ment of Special Advisers is subject to section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as 
Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guide-
lines have been approved.  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

30/07/2020WRUU07125Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRUU071501072. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he had a handover briefing from 
his predecessor; if so, when the meeting took place; and the persons who were in attendance.  
[19608/20]

30/07/2020WRUU07175Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following my appointment as Minister 
for Health, I met with the then Secretary General of the Department, the Head of Parliamentary 
Affairs and with senior Department officials and was briefed on a wide range of issues in line 
with normal practice. While I had no formal handover briefing from the previous minister, we 
have communicated regularly.

30/07/2020WRUU07200Hospital Appointments Status

30/07/2020WRUU073001073. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment can be brought 
forward for a person (details supplied). [19619/20]

30/07/2020WRUU07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 



Questions - Written Answers

582

involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW00200Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRWW003001074. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with a person 
(details supplied) regarding the provision of medical cards for persons who are terminally ill; 
if so, when he will ensure that such a provision takes place; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19621/20]

30/07/2020WRWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of Budget 2020, the then Gov-
ernment committed to undertake a review and extend arrangements regarding the provision of 
emergency medical cards in cases of terminal illness. A review was subsequently commenced 
by the HSE Clinical Advisory Group in December 2019. The work of the Clinical Advisory 
Group has been concluded and a Report is being finalised. It is expected that the HSE will sub-
mit the report shortly. 

With regard to engagement with the individual concerned on the matter of the provision of 
medical cards for persons who are terminally ill, I wish to advise the Deputy that I am in com-
munication with the individual and look forward to further engagement in the coming weeks.

30/07/2020WRWW00500Medical Aids and Appliances

30/07/2020WRWW006001075. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will release the findings 
of the review of the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system undertaken by his Department 
in 2019; if he will consider extending the availability of the FreeStyle Libre sensors to all per-
sons with type 1 diabetes under the LTI scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19622/20]

30/07/2020WRWW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The review referred to by the Deputy 
was undertaken by the HSE. Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, 
the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the community drug schemes; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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30/07/2020WRWW00800Ministerial Communications

30/07/2020WRWW009001076. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he, his Ministers of State and or 
advisers have ever used private email for any form of official Government use since the forma-
tion of the Government; and if so, if he will publish all such emails and corresponding docu-
ments immediately. [19639/20]

30/07/2020WRWW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All users on my Department’s network 
must adhere to the ICT acceptable usage policy document which states that “As there is no way 
of filtering the messages relayed by these providers, they pose a potential security threat. Users 
may not transmit sensitive or classified information using any 3rd party e-mail services.”

Access to such webmail services is blocked from within the Department’s network. I can 
confirm therefore that neither I,  any of the Ministers of State assigned to my Department, nor 
the advisers have used private email for official Government use.

30/07/2020WRWW01100Ministerial Meetings

30/07/2020WRWW012001077. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the meetings he and his Ministers 
of State have had since the formation of the Government by date, in tabular form (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19656/20]

30/07/2020WRWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of meetings are set out below. It 
is my intention to publish my diary quarterly in arrears on my Department’s website.

Minister Donnelly’s meetings since appointment

Date Meeting with
01/07/2020 Paul Reid CEO HSE
01/07/2020 Ciarán Devane, HSE Chair
06/07/2020 Bilateral meeting with Taoiseach and Sec Gen on Health
06/07/2020 Call with Portuguese Health Minister
08/07/2020 Weekly Conference Call DOH/HSE officials
09/07/2020 Nursing Homes Expert Panel
10/07/2020 Nursing Homes Ireland
14/07/2020 Phone Call with UK Secretary of State for Health and 

Social Care
14/07/2020 Call with Northern Ireland Health Minister 
16/07/2020 EPSCO: Informal Health Committee
17/07/2020 Member of Sláintecare Implementation Advisory Coun-

cil (SIAC)
17/07/2020 Call with World Health Organisation official
17/07/2020 Weekly Conference Call DOH/HSE officials
21/07/2020 Irish Nurses and Midwives Organisation
21/07/2020 The Psychiatric Nurses Association of Ireland
21/07/2020 SIPTU
22/07/2020 Weekly Conference Call DOH/HSE officials
27/07/2020 Nursing Homes Ireland
28/07/2020 Irish Medical Organisation
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Date Meeting with
28/07/2020 Irish Hospital Consultants Association
Minister Butler’s meetings since appointment

Date Meeting with:
10/7/2020 Nursing Homes Ireland
13/7/2020 Tipperary public reps re. mental health services
14/7/2020 Health Research Board
15/7/2020 Jigsaw
15/7/2020 Alzheimer Society of Ireland
16/7/2020 Mental Health Reform
17/7/2020 Head of Older People Services, HSE South East
17/7/2020 Consultant Geriatrician
21/7/2020 HSE re. CAMHS waiting lists
22/7/2020 Minister Darragh O’Brien
23/7/2020 St. Patrick’s Mental Health Services
23/7/2020 Mental Health Commission
27/7/2020 Nursing Homes Ireland
28/7/2020 Third Age
28/7/2020 Cllr Donal Killilea re. Tuam MH Campus
28/7/2020 Home and Community Care Ireland
28/7/2020 Active Retirement Ireland
29/7/2020 Family Carers Ireland
Minister Rabbitte’s meetings since appointment

Date Meeting with:
10/7/2020 Deputy Jackie Cahill re. Gurtnahoe Community Play-

group
14/7/2020 HSE re. Disability Services
14/7/2020 Deputies Christopher O’Sullivan, Joe Flaherty, Padraig 

O’Sullivan re. Disability Day Services
20/7/2020 St Teresa’s Special School, Ballinasloe
20/7/2020 Family Carers Ireland, Loughrea
20/7/2020 Brothers of Charity, Athenry
20/7/2020 National Federation of Voluntary Service Providers
21/7/2020 Minister Roderic O’Gorman
22/7/2020 Minister Stephen Donnelly
28/7/2020 St Joseph’s Foundation, Charleville
28/7/2020 Brothers of Charity, Limerick
28/7/2020 Minister Mary Butler re. Tuam MH Campus
28/7/2020 HSE re. Day Services
29/7/2020 Local  Link & NTA re. Disability Services
29/7/2020 Enough is Enough Group
Minister Feighan’s meetings since appointment
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Date Meeting with:
6/7/2020 Bilateral meeting with Taoiseach and Health Ministers
7/7/2020 Zoom call  with Health Research Board
21/7/2020 Meeting with Senator Lynn Ruane
21/7/2020 Creative Ireland 
22/7/2020 Snug Counselling Service 
23/07/2020 HSE Addiction Services, Kilnamanagh & Tymon Pri-

mary Care Centre 
28/7/2020 Meeting of Fine Gael Ministers and Minsters of State
29/7/2020 Bilateral with Ministers Donnelly and O’Brien 
29/7/2020 Zoom call with Citywide 
29/7/2020 Senator Regina Doherty and Bee Flanagan 

  Question No. 1078 answered with Question No. 1071.

30/07/2020WRWW01500European Health Insurance Card

30/07/2020WRWW016001079. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of persons here 
that have a European Health Insurance Card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19680/20]

30/07/2020WRWW01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRWW01800Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRWW019001080. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in publi-
cation of the clinical advisory report into medical cards for terminally ill patients (details sup-
plied) [19709/20]

30/07/2020WRWW02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible

30/07/2020WRWW02100Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRWW022001081. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of dates 
and attendees at each meeting of the clinical advisory group into medical cards for terminally 
ill patients  [19710/20]

30/07/2020WRWW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRWW02400Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRWW025001082. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason a subgroup (details sup-
plied) that were to meet with his Department and PCRS to simplify the medical card applica-
tion process as part of the clinical advisory group into medical cards for terminally ill patients 
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has never met despite a commitment to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19711/20]

30/07/2020WRWW02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRWW02700Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRWW028001083. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE website re-
moved all references to the terminal illness medical card instead using the term end of life 
which is different. [19712/20]

30/07/2020WRWW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRWW03000Ministerial Advisers

30/07/2020WRWW031001084. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the names and salaries of his special 
advisers; the salaries paid to each Minister and Minister of State in his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19723/20]

30/07/2020WRWW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the commencement of every Dáil, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrange-
ments for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advisers is subject to 
section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as 
Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guide-
lines have been approved.   

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

The salaries currently paid to me and the Ministers of State in my Department are set out in 
the attached table.  

Salaries paid to Minister and Ministers of State at the Department of Health – 30 July 
2020

Name Basic Salary 
€

Additional Salaried Al-
lowance 
€

Total 
€

Minister Stephen Don-
nelly

96,189 79,510 175,699
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Name Basic Salary 
€

Additional Salaried Al-
lowance 
€

Total 
€

Minister of State Anne 
Rabbitte

96,189 38,787 134,976

Minister of State Mary 
Butler

96,189 38,787 134,976

Minister of State Frank 
Feighan

96,189 38,787 134,976

The Government has decided that Members of the Government and Ministers of State will 
gift 10% of their salary to the Exchequer and not benefit from future pay restorations (2% in 
October). 

30/07/2020WRWW03300Sláintecare

30/07/2020WRWW034001085. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he has made changes to the time-
lines for the delivery of Sláintecare; if so, if he will provide details of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19733/20]

30/07/2020WRWW03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The challenges presented by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic to the Irish health and social care service resulted in opportunities for imple-
menting Sláintecare at pace.  Many of the initiatives and changed ways of working that have 
been successfully and rapidly implemented over the past three months in response to the pan-
demic are aligned with the spirit of the Oireachtas Sláintecare Report.  

Together with innovations piloted through Sláintecare during 2019 the new context pro-
vides opportunities.  The Sláintecare Executive Director has prepared a report on learnings 
from COVID as well as the first full year of implementing Sláintecare, and is focussing on what 
can be delivered over the next 6 months, the next 18 months and the next three years.

With these timelines identified, priority areas have been developed for Sláintecare imple-
mentation and there is an understanding of the significant risks to not proceeding to implement 
these priorities in a coordinated way, and at pace.  The priorities are to:

1. Keep people well at home or near home, out of hospital, living independent lives, by 
implementing agreed end to end care pathways between GPs, Community and Hospital ser-
vices, through Community Healthcare Networks and Specialist Hubs, and a variety of related 
projects.

2. Help achieve waiting list targets, through implementing the Capacity/Access Plan includ-
ing devising a multiannual waiting list plan and commissioning ambulatory-elective centres in 
Dublin, Cork and Galway.

3. Devise a Citizen Care Masterplan for universal eligibility and multi-annual funding using 
a population-based planning, segmentation, needs and gap analysis approach, by Region, sup-
ported by five frameworks: 1) clinical governance, 2) workforce planning, 3) capital planning, 
4) eligibility/entitlement, 5) funding.

The specific actions and deliverables for each of these priorities are being finalised at the 
moment and will require strengthened lines of governance and accountability, as well as re-
sourcing, in order to deliver them at pace.   
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30/07/2020WRWW03600Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRWW037001086. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health when day services (details sup-
plied) in County Leitrim will resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19739/20]

30/07/2020WRWW03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 9 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRWW03900Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRWW040001087. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health when the diabetes team in Con-
nolly Hospital will have full staffing to deal with patients in view of the fact that it is currently 
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operating on reduced staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19751/20]

30/07/2020WRWW04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW04200Hospital Appointments Status

30/07/2020WRWW043001088. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19755/20]

30/07/2020WRWW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW04500Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRWW046001089. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting 
an appointment for a MRI with and without general anaesthetic; the number of children with al-
located appointments in a time frame of more than six months; the furthest date of appointments 
allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19756/20]

30/07/2020WRWW04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) has 
advised my Department that the imaging services in the Radiology Departments of CHI are the 
sole providers of several imaging modalities for children who require specialist imaging, in par-
ticular, Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and Ultrasound which are used more in paediatric 
services than other imaging modalities due to their lower medical ionising radiation output. 
CHI at Crumlin and CHI at Temple Street provide the majority of specialist paediatric imaging, 
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with a small amount of specific services provided in CHI at Tallaght. 

MRI imaging is a major diagnostic and therapeutic service, relied on increasingly within 
paediatric specialities, such as, cardiology, oncology, neurology, rheumatology, orthopaedics 
and spinal surgery. 

CHI further advises that younger children and children up to 18 years old with special needs 
are unable to remain still in an MRI for the lengthy periods required to complete the scan. This 
means they have to receive a General Anaesthetic (GA) by a Paediatric Anaesthetist and have to 
be observed through a recovery period post scan. Paediatric MRI services, therefore, also need 
to have a recovery facility with beds or access to recovery beds in the Theatre Suite.  

In relation to the specific breakdown of the waiting list for children awaiting an MRI and 
the timeframe of appointments. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW04800Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRWW049001090. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in north County Kildare; the average waiting time 
for appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19757/20]

30/07/2020WRWW05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRWW05100Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRWW052001091. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in north County Kildare; the average waiting time for 
appointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19758/20]

30/07/2020WRWW05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRWW05400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRWW055001092. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
CAMHS waiting list in north County Kildare; the average waiting time; the number waiting 
more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19759/20]

30/07/2020WRWW05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW05700Home Care Packages
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30/07/2020WRWW058001093. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
homecare support in north County Kildare; the number of hours allocated in each of the past 12 
months; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19760/20]

30/07/2020WRWW05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW06000Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRWW061001094. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a colonoscopy in Naas hospital; the number of persons who have been waiting up to 30, 30 
to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19761/20]

30/07/2020WRWW06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
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a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW06300Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRWW064001095. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an endoscopy in Naas hospital; the number of persons who have been waiting up to 30, 30 
to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19762/20]

30/07/2020WRWW06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.
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The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

Naas General Hospital GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020

- Nos.
 0-1 Mth 225
 1-2 Mths 37
 2-3Mths 42
 +3 Mths 1293
Total 1597

30/07/2020WRWW06600Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRWW067001096. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
Naas hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time that the position has been vacant in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19763/20]

30/07/2020WRWW06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRWW06900Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRWW070001097. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a needs assessment in areas of north County Kildare; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 
to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[19764/20]

30/07/2020WRWW071001098. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in areas of north County Kildare; the number who have 
been waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19765/20]

30/07/2020WRWW072001104. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in north 
County Kildare awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy in tabular form; the 
number waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19771/20]

30/07/2020WRWW07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1097, 1098 and 1104 together.

The recently published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recog-
nises the need to improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better 
implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.  

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
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deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRXX00200Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRXX003001099. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an occupational therapy appointment in areas of north County Kildare; the number waiting less 
than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19766/20]

30/07/2020WRXX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRXX00500Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRXX006001100. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in north County Kildare over each of the past 12 months, in tabular form; 
the number provided in each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19767/20]

30/07/2020WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy

30/07/2020WRXX00800Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRXX009001101. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in County Kildare that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 
2020; the number that are not in a position to reopen by the same date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19768/20]

30/07/2020WRXX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 9 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.
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The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4thservice users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections

As the Deputy’s question refers to service matters, I have arranged to the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRXX01100Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRXX012001102. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in north County Kildare that have submitted applica-
tions for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date; the 
amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19769/20]

30/07/2020WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 9 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
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result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRXX01400Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRXX015001103. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in north County Kildare, in tabular form; the average waiting 
time for appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19770/20]

30/07/2020WRXX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1104 answered with Question No. 1097.

30/07/2020WRXX01800Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRXX019001105. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when the proposed increase in 
the income limit for medical cards will be enacted [19815/20]

30/07/2020WRXX02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
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vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 was published on 1 July.  This Bill pro-
vides, amongst other things, for the necessary legislative amendments to increase the weekly 
gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single 
person (currently €500 per week) and to €1,050 for a couple (currently €900 per week).  The 
Bill completed its passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas on July 24th and is now being 
prepared for signature by the President.

30/07/2020WRXX02100Health Services

30/07/2020WRXX022001106. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if the case of persons (details 
supplied) will be addressed [19820/20]

30/07/2020WRXX02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX02400Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRXX025001107. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in Dublin 7 and 15; the average waiting time for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19821/20]

30/07/2020WRXX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRXX02700Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRXX028001108. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting list in Dublin 7 and 15; the average waiting time for appoint-
ments; the number who have been waiting more than six months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19822/20]

30/07/2020WRXX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRXX03000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRXX031001109. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
CAMHS waiting list in Dublin 7 and 15; the average waiting time for appointments; the number 
who have been waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19823/20]

30/07/2020WRXX03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX03300Home Care Packages
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30/07/2020WRXX034001110. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that are 
waiting on homecare support in Dublin 7 and 15; the number of hours allocated in each of the 
past 12 months for same; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19824/20]

30/07/2020WRXX03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX03600Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRXX037001111. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in James Connolly Hospital, Dublin 15; the number of those persons who have 
been waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19825/20]

30/07/2020WRXX03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
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a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX03900Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRXX040001112. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an endoscopy in James Connolly Hospital, Dublin 15; the number of those persons who have 
been waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19826/20]

30/07/2020WRXX04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.
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The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

Connolly Hospital GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020

- Nos.
 0-1 Mth 190
 1-2 Mths 114
 2-3Mths 90
 +3 Mths 955
Total 1349

30/07/2020WRXX04200Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRXX043001113. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
Connolly Hospital, Dublin 15; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time the vacancy has 
been unfilled, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19827/20]

30/07/2020WRXX04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service delivery matter, I 
have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRXX04500Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRXX046001114. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a needs assessment in CHO9; the number who have been waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 
more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19828/20]

30/07/2020WRXX047001115. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a speech and language appointment in CHO9; the number who have been waiting less than 3, 3 
to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19829/20]

30/07/2020WRXX048001121. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in Dub-
lin 7 and 15 who are awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy, in tabular form; 
the number that are waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [19835/20]

30/07/2020WRXX04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1114, 1115 and 1121 together.

The recently published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recog-
nises the need to improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better 
implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 
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30/07/2020WRXX05100Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRXX052001116. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an occupational therapy appointment in CHO9; the number who have been waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19830/20]

30/07/2020WRXX05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRXX05400Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRXX055001117. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in Dublin 7 and 15 over each of the past 12 months, in tabular form; the 
number that has been provided each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19831/20]

30/07/2020WRXX05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRXX05700Care of the Elderly

30/07/2020WRXX058001118. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in west County Dublin that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 
2020; if any of these centres will not be in a position to reopen by that date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19832/20]

30/07/2020WRXX05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX06000Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRXX061001119. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in west County Dublin that have submitted applications 
for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date; the amount 
that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19833/20]

30/07/2020WRXX06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
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support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 9 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRXX06300Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRXX064001120. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in Dublin 7 and 15, in tabular form; the average waiting time for 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19834/20]

30/07/2020WRXX06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Reducing waiting time for patients for 
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hospital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. In recent years, my Depart-
ment has worked with the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and made 
considerable improvements to access for patients waiting for high volume procedures including 
cataracts. At the end of July 2017, the number of people waiting for a cataract procedure was 
10,024. As of the end of June 2020, there were 6,023 patients waiting for a cataract procedure. 
Of these, 1,039 are waiting over 9 months which represents a reduction of 76% when compared 
to July 2017, when there were 4,249 waiting over 9 months.

A key development in improving access to Ophthalmology services was the opening of a 
stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre by the University of Limerick Hospital 
Group in Nenagh Hospital in 2018, with the intention that it would facilitate patients from sur-
rounding geographical areas to avail of their treatment there. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to pause most elec-
tive scheduled care activity with effect from the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient 
safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and 
time-critical essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by National Public 
Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in accordance with World Health Organization guide-
lines, and the National Action Plan. 

NPHET has since revised its recommendation on the pausing of all non-urgent health ser-
vices, with a recommendation that the delivery of acute care be determined by appropriate clini-
cal and operational decision making. Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out 
in the guidance developed under the auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have 
operational implications, which will impact on throughput.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site 

(www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-disruptions-covid19.
html).

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

The data requested by the Deputy concerning ophthalmology, is outlined in the attached 
documents.

OP waiters, excluding removed, attended and suspended, in the Ophthalmology Specialty as 
of 25/6/2020 with addresses in Dublin 7 and Dublin 15
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- 0-3 Months 3-6 Months 6-9 Months 9-12 Months 12+ Months Grand 
Total

Ophthalmology 195 288 230 195 791 1699
Dublin 15 113 166 116 120 459 974
Dublin 7 82 122 114 75 332 725
Grand Total 195 288 230 195 791 1699

Active IP waiters in the Ophthalmology Specialty as of 25/6/2020 with addresses in Dublin 
7 and Dublin 15

Row Labels 0-3 Months 3-6 Months 6-9 Months 9-12 Months 12+ Months Grand 
Total

Ophthalmology 59 143 67 15 20 304
Dublin 15 26 82 36 10 11 165
Dublin 7 33 61 31 5 9 139
Grand Total 59 143 67 15 20 304

  Question No. 1121 answered with Question No. 1114.

30/07/2020WRXX06700Health Screening Programmes

30/07/2020WRXX068001122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the case of 
a person (details supplied) who received the mammogram results of another patient; and the 
investigations which have been carried out into this case to find the reason that such a serious 
error was made [19848/20]

30/07/2020WRXX06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRXX07000Health Services Staff

30/07/2020WRXX071001123. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to providing a monetary bonus to healthcare workers in view of their extraordinary and heroic 
efforts, often at great personal risk to themselves, to fight Covid-19 in hospitals and other care 
settings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19850/20]

30/07/2020WRXX07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Both I and my Department recognise 
that our dedicated health care workers have played a key role in our national effort against 
Covid-19. Their determination and commitment to assisting our sick and vulnerable to get the 
medical treatment they needed, has, and continues to be, very much appreciated. 

Others across the public and private sectors also deserve to be commended for their efforts 
in combatting this pandemic. 

The issue of a bonus or additional pay for health care workers has not been considered.

30/07/2020WRYY00200Health Services

30/07/2020WRYY003001124. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the details of HSE facilities 
which were block booked for use in County Mayo during the Covid-19 pandemic; the facili-
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ties for which contracts were entered into by the HSE for this purpose; the facilities for which 
contracts were not progressed; the facilities which were used; the purpose for which they were 
used; the cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19852/20]

30/07/2020WRYY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY00500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRYY006001125. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the occupation of all those that 
have tested positive for Covid-19, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19853/20]

30/07/2020WRYY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY00800Health Services

30/07/2020WRYY009001126. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the life expectancy and disability 
free life expectancy of persons by gender in all counties except County Dublin and by tradi-
tional postcode area within County Dublin, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19854/20]

30/07/2020WRYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 7 July 2020 the CSO released the 
‘Irish Life Tables No. 17 2015-2017’ report (www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/ilt/irish-
lifetablesno172015-2017/) which provides the latest data on life expectancy in Ireland. The Life 
Tables are produced every 5 years. They take population figures from the most recent Census, 
and the number of deaths at each age from the most recent Vital Statistics annual reports. The 
CSO combines this data to calculate current life expectancy at birth and at age 65 years for men 
and women. The current Life Tables are for the years 2015-2017.

The Life Tables do not provide life expectancy data at a county level.  However, they do 
provide life expectancy by sex at NUTS3 region level.  Table One attached provides life ex-
pectancy at birth and at age 65 years for males and females by NUTS3 Region based on 2011 
and 2016 population data.  In 2016, life expectancy at birth for males ranged from 79.0 years 
in the Mid-West to 80.3 in the Mid-East and for females from 82.5 in the Mid-West to 84.5 in 
the West.  Between 2011 and 2016 life expectancy increased in all regions for men and women 
both at birth and at age 65 years.

The indicator Healthy Life Years (HLY) measures the number of years that a person at birth 
(or at age 65 years) is still expected to live in a healthy condition. HLY is a health expectancy in-
dicator which combines information on mortality and morbidity.  A healthy condition is defined 
by the absence of limitations in functioning/disability. The indicator is calculated separately for 
males and females. It is also called disability-free life expectancy (DFLE).  

This indicator is produced by Eurostat and is only available at a national level for Ireland, 
not at regional or county level.  The latest data available is for 2018. Table Two attached pres-
ents Healthy Life Years by sex at birth and at age 65 years for Ireland in 2018.

Healthy life years in absolute value at birth and at 65 years by sex in Ireland, 2018
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- Healthy life years in abso-
lute value at birth (provi-
sional)

Healthy life years in abso-
lute value at 65 years (provi-
sional)

Males 68.4 12
Females 70.4 13.8
Total 69.4 12.9
Life expectancy by sex, age, NUTS3 region and year

 - At birth At age 65 years
2011 2016 2011 2016

Males
Border 78.6 79.5 17.6 18.3
Midland 78.7 80 17.7 18.4
West 78.8 79.7 17.9 18.5
Dublin 78.3 80.1 17.8 18.7
Mid-East 79 80.3 17.8 18.6
Mid-West 77.6 79 17.1 18
South-East 78.3 79.3 17.8 18.3
South-West 77.9 79.1 17.5 17.8
Females
Border 82.9 83.5 20.7 21
Midland 82.6 83.2 20.3 20.6
West 83.3 84.5 21.1 21.7
Dublin 82.7 83.4 20.6 21
Mid-East 83 84 20.7 21.3
Mid-West 81.9 82.5 20.2 20.3
South-East 82.5 83.1 20.4 20.7
South-West 82.7 83.2 20.7 20.8

30/07/2020WRYY01100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRYY012001127. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the occupations of persons who 
were admitted for treatment for any form of mental illness in each of the years 2017 to 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19855/20]

30/07/2020WRYY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY01400Health Services Staff

30/07/2020WRYY015001128. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of healthcare workers 
who were placed on sick leave due to stress or mental illness in each of the years 2015 to 2019 
and to date in 2020; the proportion the number represents of the total number of healthcare 
workers, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19856/20]

30/07/2020WRYY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRYY01700Health Services Staff

30/07/2020WRYY018001129. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of healthcare workers 
who died by suicide while still in the employment of the State in each of the years 2015 to 2019 
and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19857/20]

30/07/2020WRYY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY02000Obesity Levels

30/07/2020WRYY021001130. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of adults and children 
by age and gender diagnosed as clinically obese in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19865/20]

30/07/2020WRYY02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRYY02300Obesity Levels

30/07/2020WRYY024001131. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the meetings held by his Depart-
mental officials from assistant principal level upwards with representatives of the food industry 
in relation to the issue of adult or child obesity in here from 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020; 
the dates, attendees and matters that were discussed at each; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19866/20]

30/07/2020WRYY02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Relevant 
meetings, including workshops, are included below in tabular form.  The two Food Industry 
Workshops referred to relate to the work being undertaken by the Reformulation Subgroup of 
the Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group to prepare a draft Roadmap for the refor-
mulation of unhealthy food and drink, and consultation with industry on same. In addition to the 
food industry representatives, other stakeholders were also in attendance, including the Chair of 
the Subgroup, as well as colleagues from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Meeting Date Attendees Matters discussed
Food Industry Workshop 1 20/09/2018 DoH: Ursula O’Dwyer (AP Equiv-

alent, Liam McCormack (AP)
Chair of OPIOG Reformulation 
Subgroup (Prof Ivan Perry, UCC) 
and research colleaguesRepresen-
tatives of the Food Industry, Retail 
and Advertising Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Food Reformulation and 
Roadmap
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Meeting Date Attendees Matters discussed
Food Industry Workshop 2 25/02/2019 DoH: Ursula O’Dwyer (AP 

Equivalent, Liam McCormack 
(AP) Chair of OPIOG Reformula-
tion Subgroup (Prof Ivan Perry, 
UCC) and research colleaguesRep-
resentatives of the Food Industry, 
Retail   and Advertising 

Food Reformulation and 
Roadmap

Meeting with representa-
tives from Nestle

30/04/2019 DoH: Ursula O’Dwyer (AP Equiv-
alent), Seamus O’Reilly (AP)Chair 
of Reformulation Subgroup: Prof. 
Ivan   PerryRepresentatives from 
Nestle Ireland and UK

Food Reformulation and 
Roadmap Public Health 
England/UK Programme 
on reformulation

IBEC Prepared Consumer 
Foods Council

13/09/2019 DoH: Kate O’Flaherty (PO)
Members from IBEC Prepared 
Consumer Foods Council

By invitation to present 
overview of progress   on 
the Obesity Policy and 
Action Plan

IBEC 01/10/2019 DoH: Seamus O’Reilly (AP)IBEC: 
Linda Stuart-Trainor (Director, 
Prepared Consumer Foods)

Introductory meet-
ing between IBEC and   
Seamus O’Reilly as new 
to role

IBEC/UNESDA 06/11/2019 DoH: Seamus O’Reilly (AP) 
Ursula O’Dwyer (AP Equivalent)
UNESDA (Soft Drinks Europe): 
Nicholas Hodac Beverage Council 
of Ireland: Colm JordanIBEC: 
Linda Stuart-Trainor

New CEO of UNESDA 
requested meeting   with 
the Department of Health 
to discuss reformulation 
approach in Ireland.

30/07/2020WRYY02600Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRYY027001132. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults 
on the dental appointment waiting list in County Wicklow; the average waiting times for ap-
pointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19869/20]

30/07/2020WRYY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRYY02900Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRYY030001133. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults 
on the orthodontic waiting lists in County Wicklow; the average waiting times for appoint-
ments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19870/20]

30/07/2020WRYY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRYY03200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRYY033001134. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on the CAMHS waiting list in County Wicklow; the average waiting time; the number waiting 
more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19871/20]
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30/07/2020WRYY03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY03500Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRYY036001135. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for home care support in County Wicklow; the number of hours allocated in each of the past 12 
months in the county; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19872/20]

30/07/2020WRYY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY03800Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRYY039001136. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in St. Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin; the number that have been waiting 
up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [19873/20]

30/07/2020WRYY04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
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Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY04100Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRYY042001137. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at St. 
Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of the va-
cancy, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19874/20]

30/07/2020WRYY04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY04400Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRYY045001138. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting a 
needs assessment in CHO6; the number that have been waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 
more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19875/20]

30/07/2020WRYY046001145. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Wicklow waiting for an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the number that are 
waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19883/20]

30/07/2020WRYY04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1138 and 1145 together.

The recently published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recog-
nises the need to improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better 
implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

30/07/2020WRYY04800Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WRYY049001139. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a speech and language appointment in CHO6; the number waiting less than 3. 3 to 6, 6 to 12 
and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [19876/20]

30/07/2020WRYY050001140. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an occupational therapy appointment in CHO6; the number waiting less than 3. 3 to 6, 6 to 12 
and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19877/20]

30/07/2020WRYY05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1139 
and 1140 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRYY05300Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRYY054001141. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours pro-
vided to families in County Wicklow over each of the past 12 months; the number provided 
each month since March 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19879/20]

30/07/2020WRYY05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy

30/07/2020WRYY05600Care of the Elderly

30/07/2020WRYY057001142. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres in 
County Wicklow that have reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 2020; if 
centres will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [19880/20]

30/07/2020WRYY05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRYY05900Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRYY060001143. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres for 
persons with intellectual disabilities in County Wicklow which have submitted applications for 
funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date; the amount that 
will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19881/20]

30/07/2020WRYY06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
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the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

30/07/2020WRYY06200Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRYY063001144. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the wait-
ing list for ophthalmology in County Wicklow; the average waiting time for an appointment, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19882/20]
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30/07/2020WRYY06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

  Question No. 1145 answered with Question No. 1138.

30/07/2020WRYY06600Nursing Staff

30/07/2020WRYY067001146. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the num-
ber of Parkinson’s disease nurse specialists in view of the shortage here with three in Dublin 
and none elsewhere in Leinster; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19898/20]

30/07/2020WRYY06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRYY06900Health Services

30/07/2020WRYY070001147. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve access 
to essential services for those with Parkinson’s disease such as to neurologists, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy, occupational therapy and dietetics; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [19899/20]

30/07/2020WRYY07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRYY07200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRYY073001148. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the guidelines that have been 
put in place for general practitioners and other community medical professionals regarding 
proof of inability to wear masks on public transport or other spaces that may require masks in 
view of the stipulation in regulations that proof must be produced upon request by a relevant 
person; his plans to ensure that the public know their rights and obligations in this regard and 
to facilitate the production of proof; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19908/20]

30/07/2020WRYY074001162. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he or his Department have 
instructed hospital consultants and or general practitioners and or hospital management instruc-
tions not to issue certificates permitting certain persons not to wear face masks for medical 
reasons on foot of reports received that clinical staff at University Hospital Limerick have been 
told not to issue certificates permitting certain persons not to wear face masks for medical rea-
sons. [19936/20]

30/07/2020WRYY07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1148 
and 1162 together.

I would like to assure the Deputy that my Department appreciates the concerns around face 
coverings with regard to those who may not be in a position to wear them for medical reasons.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and has provided advice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis. 
NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances in-
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cluding in retail outlets, by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning, by people 
who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning, by visitors to residential care 
facilities and in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance. 
I would again emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene measure 
and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other personal 
protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with the 
guidance and with individuals washing their hands before putting them on and taking them off. 

On Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act (Covid-19)(Face Cover-
ings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 244/2020). The regulations provide that, 
from 13 July 2020, members of the public (excluding children under the age of 13) shall not, 
without reasonable excuse, travel by public transport without wearing a face covering. 

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

-  cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

-  needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

-  removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assis-
tance to a vulnerable person

-  removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

-  removes the face covering to take medication   

It is not my intention to develop guidelines in relation to the operation of the Regulations. 
The Regulations provide that a “relevant person”, defined as an officer, employee or agent of 
a public transport operator or of the National Transport Authority, who is responsible for the 
implementation of the Regulations and it is, therefore, a matter for the public transport opera-
tors and the National Transport Authority to make arrangements for what they consider neces-
sary to ensure that such “relevant persons” are satisfied with the information provided by any 
individual who is using a public transport service. 

As I am sure will be appreciated, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and the 
discussion around face coverings is constantly evolving. I can assure you that the public health 
advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET).  The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing 
of face coverings in retail outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged 
to wear a face covering unless there is a partition between them and members of the public or 
where there is a distance of 2 metres between them and members of the public. The develop-
ment of Regulations is this regard is underway and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse” 
provisions will be included. 

The Deputy may wish to note that the latest public health advice on face coverings is avail-
able at the following links and is updated on a regular basis:

www.gov.ie/facecoverings. 

www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html.

30/07/2020WRZZ00200European Health Insurance Card
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30/07/2020WRZZ003001149. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the arrangements that have 
been made with the United Kingdom for residents in Northern Ireland who hold Irish passports 
in applying for a EHIC card in view of the fact that they cannot apply through the HSE as they 
do not have a PPS number (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19909/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Arrangements for European Health In-
surance Cards remain in place until the end of the transition period. The Government of Ireland 
continues to recognise the importance placed on continued access to the European Health In-
surance Card by residents of Northern Ireland and continues to monitor developments on this 
closely as part of the discussions between the EU and UK on the future relationship.

30/07/2020WRZZ00500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRZZ006001150. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he has considered compensa-
tion measures for the families of healthcare workers who die as a result of contracting Covid-19 
[19910/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm than work is underway 
in my Department to develop a compensation scheme for the families of frontline healthcare 
workers who have died due to COVID-19 that was contracted in the workplace. 

When the proposals in respect of the scheme have been progressed to an appropriate stage 
I will be bringing them to cabinet for discussion. Details of the scheme will be made avail-
able once it has been approved by Government.

I am not in a position to provide detailed information in respect of the scheme at this time, 
however I do wish to confirm it is my intention that the scheme will include everybody who is a 
front-line worker in the health services, i.e. those who provide direct care as well as those who 
provide other services through their work in health or care settings where the virus is present, 
both public and private. 

Other features of the scheme as proposed are that it will:

-  provide for a lump sum payment,

-  apply retrospectively, and 

-  be in addition to any other death in service benefits that may already be in place.

30/07/2020WRZZ00800Covid-19 Tests

30/07/2020WRZZ009001151. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
private hospitals charging patients for Covid-19 tests as a requirement to access other treat-
ments; if his attention has further been drawn to the fact that health insurers will not cover this 
cost; the number of private hospitals that are reported to be charging patients for Covid-19 tests; 
the steps he plans to take to investigate this issue; his plans to prevent private hospitals from 
making a profit on Covid-19 tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19911/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I refer the Deputy to my response to 
Question No. 1278 of 14 July 2020 (PQ15888/20). I can confirm that the position as outlined 
remains unchanged.
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In addition, as Minister for Health, I do not have a role to play in the commercial decisions 
taken by health insurers regarding the treatments or services included in their products, pro-
vided that the regulatory obligations set out in Minimum Benefit Regulations and other health 
insurance legislation are complied with.

30/07/2020WRZZ01100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRZZ012001152. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of increas-
ing funding for CAMHS and jigsaw by 10%, respectively [19912/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRZZ01400Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRZZ015001153. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in County Tipperary; the average waiting times for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19917/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRZZ01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRZZ018001154. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on the CAMHS waiting list in County Tipperary; the average waiting time; the number waiting 
more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19918/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ02000Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRZZ021001155. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
home care support in County Tipperary; the number of hours allocated in each of the past 12 
months in the County; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19919/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ02300Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRZZ024001156. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
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ing colonoscopy in South Tipperary General Hospital; the number who have been waiting up to 
30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19920/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ02600Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRZZ027001157. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing endoscopy in South Tipperary General Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 
to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [19921/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
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the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

South Tipp General Hospital GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020

- Nos.
0-1 Mth 126
1-2 Mths 61
2-3Mths 76
+3 Mths 342
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- Nos.
Total 605

30/07/2020WRZZ02900Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRZZ030001158. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families County Tipperary in each of the past 12 months; the number provided 
each month since March 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19922/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRZZ03200Care of the Elderly

30/07/2020WRZZ033001159. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the total number of day care 
centres in County Tipperary that have reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 
2020; if centres will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19923/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ03500Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRZZ036001160. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in County Tipperary which have submitted applications 
for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date; the amount 
that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19924/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
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families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRZZ03800Hospital Equipment

30/07/2020WRZZ039001161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year 
cost of purchasing an extra extracorporeal membrane oxygenation machine for both the Mater 
Hospital and Children’s Health Ireland, Crumlin [19932/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the deputy directly in relation to this matter.

  Question No. 1162 answered with Question No. 1148.

30/07/2020WRZZ04200Hospital Data
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30/07/2020WRZZ043001163. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with type 1 
diabetes attending the diabetes service at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19953/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ04500Hospital Data

30/07/2020WRZZ046001164. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with type 
1 diabetes attending the diabetes service at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19954/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ04800Hospital Data

30/07/2020WRZZ049001165. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients with type 
1 diabetes attending the diabetes service at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [19955/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRZZ05100Sustainable Development Goals

30/07/2020WRZZ052001166. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the way in which the commit-
ment of Ireland to the sustainable development goals will be reflected in the Strategy and Work 
Plans 2020-2025; the way in which progress towards achieving the goals will be monitored and 
reported annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19956/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Sustain-
able Development Goals, and in particular Goal 3 to Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbe-
ing for all at all ages, are very pertinent to the work of my Department and will be incorporated 
into the Statement of Strategy 2020-2025.  As is captured by the SDG Policy Map in the Na-
tional Implementation Plan 2018-2020, the goals are are implemented through multiple existing 
policies such as:

-  Sláintecare;

-  Healthy Ireland;

-  The National Maternity Strategy;

-  The National Sexual Health Strategy;

-  Ireland’s National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance;

-  The National Cancer Strategy;

-  The National Physical Activity Plan;
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-  The National Suicide Prevention Strategy - Connecting for Life;

-  Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery – a health led response to drug and alcohol use in 
Ireland; and

-  Tobacco Free Ireland. 

In an effort to avoid duplication of effort the attainment of the various SDGs are therefore 
monitored through the existing reporting and governance mechanisms of these policies.  Cen-
trally the Central Statistics Office have published ‘Irelands UN SDGs 2019 – Report on Indica-
tors for Goal 3 Good Health and Well-being’.  This report is part of a series of CSO publications 
which will monitor how Ireland is progressing towards meeting its targets under the 17 UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The report shows progress on all 27 indicators that 
are monitored under SDG 3 and can be found at: www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
sdg3/irelandsunsdgs2019-reportonindicatorsforgoal3goodhealthandwell-being/. 

30/07/2020WRZZ05400Health Services Provision

30/07/2020WRZZ055001167. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to plans by the HSE to sell the 52 acres of publicly-owned land at a nursing home (details sup-
plied) in the near future; if his attention has been further drawn to local public opposition to the 
proposed sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19963/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the management of healthcare property estate including St. Brigid’s Hospital, 
Crooksling. They have advised that the possibility of St. Brigid’s Nursing Home, Crooksling 
being utilised as a health facility has been reviewed and there are a number of key issues which 
deem it not feasible to develop the building and site. These issues include the site location, the 
condition of the building fabric/ envelope and the lack of adequate mains services in the area

The HSE are obliged to apply the Protocol for the Intra State Transfer of State Property 
Assets and the Protocol for the Intra State Sharing of Property Assets. Under these protocols 
expressions of interest have been invited from relevant State Bodies/Stakeholders and Local 
Authorities. The Land Development Agency (LDA) has also been advised.  Pending the out-
come from this process, the intent would be to dispose of the asset in line with the HSE Property 
Protocol.

30/07/2020WRZZ05700Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRZZ058001168. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average pay in the public 
health service acute hospital sector [19964/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

30/07/2020WRZZ06000HSE Staff

30/07/2020WRZZ061001169. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the staff numbers employed 
by the HSE by occupation; the number of staff required by the HSE to meet the demands of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and fully staff the health service by occupation; and the average pay for 
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each occupational category, in tabular form [19965/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The staffing numbers in the HSE are 
available publicly online here: www.hse.ie/eng/staff/resources/our-workforce/workforce-re-
porting/national-reports.html.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on the remaining questions.

30/07/2020WRZZ06300Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRZZ064001170. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown by occupa-
tion of the 3,271 staff brought on by the health service to deal with the pandemic; the average 
pay for each; and the percentage for each on each applicable different contract, in tabular form 
[19966/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

30/07/2020WRZZ06600Health Services Staff

30/07/2020WRZZ067001171. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 629 of 16 June 2020, the breakdown of the potential recruits referenced which 
identified approximately 2,000 staff available to work by occupation in tabular form; the num-
ber taken on; the number that have full recruitment clearances; and the number in the clearance 
process [19967/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRZZ06900Hospital Facilities

30/07/2020WRZZ070001172. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average lifespan of a 
modular unit such as those put in place at UHL; the cost of each; the number of beds per unit; 
the timeline by stage for these units to be procured and put in place; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [19968/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly in relation to this matter.

30/07/2020WRZZ07200Parliamentary Questions

30/07/2020WRZZ073001173. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will bring voluntary 
hospitals under the Parliamentary Questions remit [19969/20]

30/07/2020WRZZ07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that the Deputy has spoken 
to the Parliamentary Affairs Unit within my Department and will forward specific details to 
them of the information which he requires. 
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30/07/2020WRAAA00200Hospital Expenditure

30/07/2020WRAAA003001174. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of retain-
ing the additional 324 acute beds and 42 ICU beds to the end of 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19970/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRAAA00500Hospital Expenditure

30/07/2020WRAAA006001175. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated full cost of re-
deploying all existing beds that cannot be deployed due to social distancing and IPC guidelines 
in modular units; the breakdown of associated additional costs and additional operational costs; 
and the additional staffing requirements and associated costs to ensure as many beds as possible 
can be deployed taking account of necessary closures due to IPC guidelines. [19971/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that the Deputy has spoken 
to the Parliamentary Affairs Unit within my Department and will forward specific details to 
them of the information which he requires.

30/07/2020WRAAA00800Health Screening Programmes

30/07/2020WRAAA009001176. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of repatri-
ating screening services, in tabular form. [19972/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA01100Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRAAA012001177. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of pro-
viding free counselling services upon general practitioner referral; and the estimated cost of 
extending available sessions to 20. [19976/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRAAA01400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRAAA015001178. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of increas-
ing funding for CAMHS by 10%. [19977/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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30/07/2020WRAAA01700Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRAAA018001179. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of increas-
ing funding for jigsaw by 10%  [19978/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRAAA02000Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRAAA021001180. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of increas-
ing funding for respite care by 10%. [19979/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA022001181. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the position regarding wait-
ing lists for respite care; the estimated cost to clear the backlog; the estimated cost of deliver-
ing required in the home hours; the number of hours required; the estimated cost of delivering 
required overnight care; the number of hours required; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [19980/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1180 and 1181 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA02500Vaccination Programme

30/07/2020WRAAA026001182. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the persons covered by free 
vaccination for swine flu; and the associated administrative and other costs. [19981/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE National Immunisation Office 
is responsible for managing vaccine procurement and distribution, and developing training and 
communication materials for the public and health professionals. 

As the question raised by the Deputy is a matter for the National Immunisation Office, it 
has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA02800Vaccination Programme

30/07/2020WRAAA029001183. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of providing the winter flu vaccine to the total appropriate population that are not currently 
eligible by administration cost, vaccine cost and other applicable costs; the number of persons 
that are eligible for free vaccination and those that are not, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19982/20]



Questions - Written Answers

626

30/07/2020WRAAA03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The planned expansion in the provision 
of seasonal flu vaccine will allow all of those in the HSE-identified at-risk groups aged from 6 
months up, including healthcare workers, to access the vaccination without charges.  All chil-
dren aged from 2 to 12 years will also have access to vaccination without charge.  

This expanded programme will ensure that those most vulnerable to the effects of influenza 
will have access without charges.  This is in line with the advice of the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee and represents a significant step forward in providing vaccination without 
charges.  The expansion will be accompanied by a comprehensive communications campaign 
to encourage the greatest possible take-up.

The HSE National Immunisation Office estimate that approximately 1.35 million people are 
in the at-risk groups.  Of those, approximately 703,000 were already eligible for vaccination 
without charges.  The expanded vaccination programme for winter 2020/21 will involve the ad-
ministration without charges to an additional 647,000 people in the at-risk groups. In addition, 
approximately 800,000 children aged between 2 and 12 years will be eligible to receive the flu 
vaccine without charge this coming winter.

The cost of the additional vaccine required amounts to approximately €18 million.  The cost 
for administration of the vaccine will depend on the rates set by the Minister following consul-
tations in line with the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017.

30/07/2020WRAAA03100Home Help Service

30/07/2020WRAAA032001184. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
home support services waiting lists; the estimated full-year cost of clearing these waiting lists; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19983/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRAAA03400Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRAAA035001185. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the programme 
for decongregation; the number that remain in institutional settings; the timeline or estimated 
time frame for completion; the estimated cost of completing the programme by capital and cur-
rent costs; the annual breakdown of same in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020; 
and the amount required in 2021 and going forward [19984/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Report 
“Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion” proposes 
a new model of support in the community moving people from Congregated settings to the 
community in line with Government policy. The Report identified around 4000 people (based 
on 2008 census) with disabilities in Ireland living in congregated settings, defined as a residen-
tial setting where people live with ten or more people.

The Programme for Partnership Government contains a commitment to continue to move 
people with disabilities out of congregated settings, to enable them to live independently and to 
be included in the community.  The objective is to reduce this figure by one-third by 2021 and 
ultimately, to eliminate all congregated settings.
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Time to Move On from Congregated Settings is progressing and continues to demonstrate 
very positive results for service users who have transitioned to living in homes in community 
settings. Overall, the population in congregated settings at the year end will be 50% lower than 
those identified in the original report with less than 2,000 people remaining in congregated set-
tings.

I want to emphasise that the appropriate supports and resources are being put in place to 
ensure that people are supported as they move out of residential centres. The model of care for 
individuals will be based on a person centred plan (PCP). The PCP may change over time in 
line with an individual’s needs and circumstances and the model of service delivery applicable 
at a particular time.

Any opportunity for residents to live in smaller settings in the community will come after 
considerable planning and discussion with those residents and their families. It will be on the 
basis that it will enhance their life, and anyone who moves will continue to access the services 
they require.

The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 132 people from congregated settings in 
2020 under its Service Plan. 

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations of “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have asked the HSE to 
reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the questions posed.

30/07/2020WRAAA03700Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRAAA038001186. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
personal assistant hours waiting lists; the estimated full year cost of clearing the backlog; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [19985/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Deputy’s 
question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA04000Health Services

30/07/2020WRAAA041001187. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a sched-
ule of meetings to include date, location and attendees online and in person between an organi-
sation (details supplied) and the HSE from 1 July 2019 to date in 2020; the amount of funding 
provided to the organisation in the past three years to date in 2020; if a service level agreement 
exists between the HSE and the organisation; if concerns have been brought to his attention of 
the HSE in relation to governance and oversight at the organisation; and if he will provide for 
the shortfall of hours in relation to therapy hours delivered [19991/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRAAA04300Gender Recognition
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30/07/2020WRAAA044001188. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the requirements for adult pa-
tients undergoing an assessment in the National Gender Service to have parents present, despite 
this being a concern for patient confidentiality [20035/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for answer and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA04600Gender Recognition

30/07/2020WRAAA047001189. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the years 
long waiting lists for assessment and treatment at the National Gender Service in Loughlin-
stown, County Dublin [20036/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am conscious that waiting times are 
often unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective sched-
uled care activity with effect from the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and 
that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-crit-
ical essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) and in accordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and 
the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

Please see attached document outlining the endocrinology outpatient waiting list at St 
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Columcille’s Hospital. You may wish to note that this data is extracted from the overall waiting 
list figures which does not differentiate transgender patients from other patients on the waiting 
list.   

In relation to the specific query regarding patients waiting for assessment and treatment at 
the National Gender Service in Loughlinstown.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

St Columcille’s Endocrinology Outpatient Waiting List June 2020
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30/07/2020WRAAA04900Gender Recognition

30/07/2020WRAAA050001190. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if the National Gender Ser-
vice will be instructed to follow best practice international guidelines on transgender healthcare 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20037/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for answer and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRAAA05200Vaccination Programme

30/07/2020WRAAA053001191. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of flu vaccines 
that the HSE plans to procure for the forthcoming flu season; his plans to make the vaccine 
mandatory subject to medical advice for any cohort of the population; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20049/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): To mitigate as much as possible the 
pressure on the health services that would result from a coincidence of the winter flu season and 
a resurgence of COVID-19, there will be an expanded provision of seasonal influenza vaccine 
this year.  All of those in the at-risk groups aged from 6 months up, including healthcare work-
ers, will be able to access the vaccination without charges.  All children aged from 2 to 12 years 
inclusive will also have access to vaccination without charges.

The HSE has placed orders for approximately 1.35 million doses of the Quadrivalent Influ-
enza Vaccine for the forthcoming winter. This vaccine will be made available to all persons in 
an at-risk group aged from 6 months up, other than children aged from 2 to 12 years old inclu-
sive. The HSE has also ordered 600,000 doses of the Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine, which 
is delivered via nasal drops rather than by injection and will be made available to all children 
aged from 2 to 12 years old inclusive. The quantities of vaccine ordered are expected to be suf-
ficient to meet even an increased level of demand as a result of COVID.

Increasing vaccination rates in general across the country is a health priority, and several op-
tions in this area are being explored. The influenza vaccine expansion will be accompanied by 
a comprehensive communications campaign to encourage the greatest possible take-up. There 
are no plans at present to make influenza vaccinations mandatory for any cohort of the popula-
tion.
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30/07/2020WRAAA05500Health Services

30/07/2020WRAAA056001192. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans for patient advocates 
across various State health committees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20059/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health is committed 
to ensuring and supporting the central role that patients play in working with the public health 
service to develop health policy and in designing and reforming health services.  It is vital that 
government hears and includes the voice of the patient and service user.  Patient representatives 
participate on a number of committees and working groups across the Department of Health, 
the HSE and health agencies and make a significant contribution to the strategic decision-mak-
ing work of those committees and groups.  

With this in mind, the Department is currently developing a policy for the selection and 
payment of patient representatives who participate on committees and working groups that are 
involved in strategic decision-making in relation to the development of health policy and the 
design of health services.  In developing a draft policy, the Department has conducted a review 
of international practice and has referred particularly to the NHS 2017 Policy on ‘Patient and 
Public Voice Partners Policy’ as the most mature international policy in this area.  The draft 
policy, when adopted, will be applicable to the Department, HSE and other health agencies.  

The development of this policy had been slowed down by the impact of COVID.  However, 
this policy remains a priority for the Government.  My officials continue to work on a consulta-
tion process and work with colleagues in the HSE, other Government departments and the Of-
fice of the Revenue Commissioner to put a robust and transparent system in place to facilitate 
such payments.

Hospital Staff.

30/07/2020WRAAA057621193. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the two tier contract for hospital 
consultants will cease in 2020.  [20092/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA05768Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly)(Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At present 
‘new entrant’ consultants recruited since 1 October 2012 are on lower pay scales than those 
recruited prior to that date. 

 The Programme for Government provides for the finalisation of the new Sláintecare Con-
sultant Contract and the introduction of related legislation to support ‘public-only work’ in 
public hospitals. The FEMPI Acts currently prohibit pay increases for serving public servants 
and will require amendment to enable pay increases for serving consultants who move to the 
Slaintecare ‘public only’ Consultant Contract. 

It is my intention to commence engagement with the representative bodies as a matter of 
priority. I had initial meetings with both on Tuesday. It is through this engagement that all mat-
ters relating to consultants terms, conditions and additional supports will be considered.

30/07/2020WRAAA05800National Maternity Strategy

30/07/2020WRAAA059001194. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the National Maternity Strat-
egy will be fully implemented [20101/20]
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30/07/2020WRAAA06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Maternity Strategy - Cre-
ating a Better Future Together 2016 - 2026 was published in January 2016 and represents the 
blueprint for the development of a new maternity service.  

Within the HSE, the National Women & Infants Health Programme leads the management, 
organisation and delivery of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services, and drives imple-
mentation of the Strategy.  The Programme published a Strategy Implementation Plan in 2017 
and work is progressing on the individual elements of that plan.  I am advised however, that 
there has been some slippage in terms of the timelines and consequently the Programme is cur-
rently revisiting the original Plan, with a view to providing up-to-date timelines for the imple-
mentation of the Strategy’s recommendations.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRAAA06100Health Services Provision

30/07/2020WRAAA062001195. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if the lands of a former nursing 
home (details supplied) will remain in public ownership; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20102/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA063001196. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if he will withdraw the planned 
sale by the HSE of a former nursing home (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20103/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1195 
and 1196 together.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the management of healthcare property 
estate including St. Brigid’s Hospital, Crooksling. They have advised that the possibility of St. 
Brigid’s Nursing Home, Crooksling being utilised as a health facility has been reviewed and 
there are a number of key issues which deem it not feasible to develop the building and site. 
These issues include the site location, the condition of the building fabric/ envelope and the lack 
of adequate mains services in the area

The HSE are obliged to apply the Protocol for the Intra State Transfer of State Property 
Assets and the Protocol for the Intra State Sharing of Property Assets. Under these protocols 
expressions of interest have been invited from relevant State Bodies/Stakeholders and Local 
Authorities. The Land Development Agency (LDA) has also been advised.  Pending the out-
come from this process, the intent would be to dispose of the asset in line with the HSE Property 
Protocol.

30/07/2020WRAAA06600Health Services Provision

30/07/2020WRAAA067001197. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop the lands at 
Newcastle Hospital, Newtown County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20104/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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30/07/2020WRAAA06900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRAAA070001198. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the regulations in relation 
to wedding venues will be further reviewed to explore if increased guest numbers can be ac-
commodated safely in larger venues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20110/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I refer the Deputy to the response given 
to PQ 15285 of 14th July 2020  (Dáil Question Number 978).  I can confirm that the position 
as outlined remains unchanged. 

30/07/2020WRAAA07200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRAAA073001199. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 756 of 21 July 2020, his views on the substance of the question submitted regarding his 
awareness of the distribution of free face masks in Luxembourg; and his plans to introduce a 
similar scheme to provide access to free face masks during the Covid-19 pandemic [20111/20]

30/07/2020WRAAA07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As I indicated in my response to Par-
liamentary Question No. 756 of 21 July 2020, the National Public Health Emergency Team 
(NPHET) continues to examine all emerging evidence as it arises and has provided advice 
relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis. This includes examining the situation that exists 
in other countries and, when relevant and appropriate, providing advice to me as Minister as to 
how to respond to the issues arising here in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic.

As I indicated previously, I do not have plans to establish a distribution scheme for face 
coverings such as is referred to in the question. Face coverings are readily available in retail 
outlets and online. Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.
ie/facecoverings and the HSE website. 

It is important to re-emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed before putting them on and taking them off. 

30/07/2020WRBBB00200Health Services

30/07/2020WRBBB003001200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of places here 
for oral immunotherapy for children; the location of each facility in which the treatment is 
dispensed; his plans to expand the number of places for children and the locations in which 
treatment is dispensed; if cross border arrangements are available for patients that may we will-
ing to avail of treatment in other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20114/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB00500Disability Diagnoses

30/07/2020WRBBB006001201. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of children born 
with neural tube defects in each of the years 2015 to 2019; the number of live births in each of 
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the years; the ratio of neural tube defect births in every 1,000 births in each year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20150/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB00800Maternity Services

30/07/2020WRBBB009001202. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the person or body with respon-
sibility for developing national clinical obstetric ultrasound guidelines as a whole entity; and 
the status of the progress of those guidelines [20151/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Clinical Effectiveness 
Committee (NCEC) was established as part of the Patient Safety First Initiative. NCEC’s mis-
sion is to provide a framework for national endorsement of clinical guidelines and audit to 
optimise patient and service user care. The aim of the suite of National Clinical Guidelines is 
to provide guidance and standards for improving the quality, safety and cost-effectiveness of 
healthcare in Ireland. 

Clinical guidelines are systematically developed statements, based on a thorough evalua-
tion of the evidence, to assist practitioner and patient decisions about appropriate health care 
for specific clinical circumstances, across the entire clinical spectrum.  Clinical guidelines en-
dorsed by the Minister are titled ‘National Clinical Guidelines’. 

The implementation of these National Clinical Guidelines supports the provision of evi-
dence-based and consistent care across Irish healthcare services. However, it is recognised that 
the NCEC, and the health system as a whole, is able to effectively implement and monitor only 
a small number of National Clinical Guidelines each year.  In that context it should be noted that 
not all clinical guidelines are submitted for national endorsement and Guideline Development 
Groups continue to develop clinical guidelines in response to the needs of their own organisa-
tions.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly with the specific 
information requested in relation to obstetric ultrasound guidelines, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB01100Maternity Services

30/07/2020WRBBB012001203. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the person or body with respon-
sibility for the development of a national check list for the anomaly scan; if checking placental 
cord insertion will be included in the checklist for the anomaly scan; if there is 100% universal 
access to the scan nationally per individual unit; the breakdown to the scan by unit on access 
level and provision, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20152/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB01400Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRBBB015001204. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the average 



Questions - Written Answers

634

waiting times for appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20163/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRBBB01700Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRBBB018001205. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the average waiting 
times for appointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20164/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRBBB02000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRBBB021001206. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on the CAMHS waiting list in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the average waiting time; the 
number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20165/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB02300Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRBBB024001207. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
home care support in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number of hours allocated in each of 
the past 12 months in the counties; the average number of hours granted to each successful ap-
plicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20166/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB02600Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRBBB027001208. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number of these who have been waiting 
up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20167/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 
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The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB02900Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRBBB030001209. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an endoscopy in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number of these who have been waiting 
up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20168/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

30/07/2020WRBBB03200Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRBBB033001210. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at Ca-
van General Hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of each vacancy, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20169/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service delivery matter, I 
have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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30/07/2020WRBBB03500Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRBBB036001211. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a needs assessment in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 
6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [20170/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

30/07/2020WRBBB03800Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WRBBB039001212. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a speech and language appointment in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number waiting less 
than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20171/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

30/07/2020WRBBB04100Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRBBB042001213. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an occupational therapy appointment in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number waiting 
less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20172/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRBBB04400Respite Care Services



30 July 2020

637

30/07/2020WRBBB045001214. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in counties Cavan and Monaghan over each of the past 12 months; the 
number provided in each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20174/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRBBB04700Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRBBB048001215. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in counties Cavan and Monaghan that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by 
September 2020; the number that will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20175/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
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is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRBBB05000Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRBBB051001216. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in counties Cavan and Monaghan that have submitted 
applications for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date 
by his Department; the amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20176/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
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issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services.

As the Deputy’s question refers to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

30/07/2020WRBBB05300Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRBBB054001217. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the average waiting time for 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20177/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRBBB05600Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRBBB057001218. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in coun-
ties Cavan and Monaghan that are awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; 
the number that are waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20178/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

30/07/2020WRBBB05900Hospital Facilities

30/07/2020WRBBB060001219. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the cost and timescale for fire 
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safety works at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon; the provision being made for patients 
and staff for the duration of the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20195/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

30/07/2020WRBBB06200Disability Services Funding

30/07/2020WRBBB063001220. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if a multiannual funding pack-
age will be introduced to address residential and respite waiting lists to assist those who qualify 
but cannot access care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20196/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Disability services focus on enabling 
people with disabilities to achieve their full potential, living ordinary lives in ordinary places, as 
independently as possible while ensuring that the voices of service users and their families are 
heard, and that they are fully involved in planning and improving services to meet their needs.  
To support people with a disability, significant resources have been invested by the health sector 
in disability services over the past number of years.

The 2020 disability budget is €2054.5m. This represents an increase of €138.7m (7.2%) on 
the 2019 budget (€1915.8m). Additional funding in the 2020 budget is targeted as follows: 

-  €16.0m for the full year impact of new service developments commenced in 2019;

-  €54.9m to maintain existing service levels and respond to demographic and other pres-
sures;

-  €37.3m for pay rate funding;

-  €25.5m to enhance and expand existing services and for new service developments in 
2020 comprising €6m for disability needs assessment, €12.5m for school leavers, €2m for the 
autism plan and €5m for enhanced support packages.

-  €1m to support the provision of an additional 40,000 personal assistance hours during 
2020 and €4m to enable the provision of additional emergency residential placements over the 
course of the year.

While there is no qualifying criteria, Disability services are provided based on priority need. 
Residential services continued doing the outbreak of COVID 19, however, day and respite 
service did stop except for emergency situations. HSE is now working with service provid-
ers to reopen services in a safe manner.  Across the Disability Sector there is a commitment to 
continue the Reform of disability services (commenced in 2014) under a range of established 
programmes under Transforming Lives, including Progressing Disability Services for Children 
and Young People, New Direction Day Services and Time to Move on from Congregated Set-
tings.

Separately, the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy also commits to reforming the funding 
system to support new models of care and drive value to make better use of resources across the 
health services.  Department of Health officials are currently examining the feasibility of intro-
ducing a multi-annual budgeting process including examination of international best practice in 
relation to the implementation of multi-annual budgeting in healthcare systems. 
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30/07/2020WRBBB06500Disability Services Funding

30/07/2020WRBBB066001221. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if a business case will be pro-
gressed for funding submitted by a service provider (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20197/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRBBB06800Proposed Legislation

30/07/2020WRBBB069001222. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the Patient Safety (No-
tifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 and mandatory open disclosure will be enacted; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20198/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient 
Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 provides the legislative framework for a number of important pa-
tient safety issues, including the mandatory open disclosure of a list of notifiable patient safety 
incidents and the notification of same externally to the Health Information and Quality Author-
ity, Chief Inspector of Social Services and the Mental Health Commission, as appropriate, to 
contribute to national learning and system-wide improvements. This mandatory requirement 
for open disclosure will ensure that patients and their families receive appropriate timely infor-
mation in relation to an incident that may have occurred in relation to their care.  

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 will also bring the private 
hospitals within the remit of the Health Act 2007. The relevant provisions extend the remit of 
the Health Information and Quality Authority, allowing it to set standards for the operation of 
private hospitals, to monitor compliance with them and to undertake inspections and investiga-
tions as required. The Bill also contains provisions to support clinical audit within the health 
service.

The Bill was introduced into Dáil Éireann on the 12 December 2019 and passed Second 
Stage in the Dáil and is due to go to Dáil Committee Stage.  The Bill is a Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment and it is my intention is to restore the Bill to the order paper.  Following 
Dáil Committee stage, the Bill will be progressed to Dáil Report Stage and will then go through 
all Stages in the  Seanad. 

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 is also part of the broader 
programme of legislative and policy initiatives to improve the ability of the health service to 
anticipate, identify, respond to patient safety issues and improve the quality and safety of health 
services for patients. Creating a culture of open disclosure and learning from the things that go 
wrong is the bedrock of making services safer.

30/07/2020WRBBB07100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRBBB072001223. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the status of each recommen-
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dation in the Roscommon mental health services report published in 2017; the reason for the 
delay in completing the implementation of this report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20199/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRBBB07400Nursing Home Accommodation

30/07/2020WRBBB075001224. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health when a decision was made 
by the HSE to relocate residents from a nursing home (details supplied) to allow for works to 
be carried out; the consultation carried out with staff, residents and their families; the date the 
consultations commenced; if the HSE engaged with HIQA regarding alternative options on 
relocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20202/20]

30/07/2020WRBBB07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC00200Care of the Elderly

30/07/2020WRCCC003001225. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the reopening of 
day services for older persons and persons living with dementia; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20219/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC00500Nursing Staff

30/07/2020WRCCC006001226. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of his plans to in-
crease the number of nurse specialists in the field of Parkinson’s disease; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20220/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC00800Health Screening Programmes

30/07/2020WRCCC009001227. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 540 of 13 May 2020, if the reason a person (details supplied) experienced a delay 
between providing a cervical screening sample on 22 November 2018 and receiving a positive 
cancer diagnosis based on that sample on 25 October 2019 will be examined in view of the fact 
the HSE has not provided a response; the reason for the delay in the commencement of treat-
ment for the diagnosis until March 2020; the recourse that will be provided to them as a result 
of the failures and delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20267/20]
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30/07/2020WRCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to thank the Deputy for his ques-
tion.   I understand from the National Screening Service that a reply issued to the Deputy on the 
19th July 2020.  

The NSS have also advised that it is continuing to make enquiries.  As the information is of 
a personal nature the NSS will communicate directly with the individual in this regard.  

30/07/2020WRCCC01100Medical Aids and Appliances

30/07/2020WRCCC012001228. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a device will be expe-
dited for a child (details supplied) in view of the circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20280/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRCCC01400National Maternity Hospital

30/07/2020WRCCC015001229. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the approval of transfer for the shareholding of St. Vincent’s Hospital Group to a 
charity (details supplied) was made with the proviso that certain canon laws are to be observed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20286/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC016001230. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that there is no provision for a public interest director, ministerial representative, a 
women’s interest director or a representation from the National Maternity Hospital itself on the 
board of a charity (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20287/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC017001231. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the board of a charity (details supplied) will be a self-selecting and self-perpet-
uating board; if his attention has further been drawn to the fact that the State has no control 
over the ownership or governance of the charity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20288/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC018001233. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the clinical governance of the proposed national maternity hospital is planned to 
be fully integrated into St. Vincent’s Hospital Group, meaning the hospital will not be co-locat-
ed as was originally reported nor will it have its own governance or budgetary independence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20290/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC019001234. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
people of Ireland, that will fund the new national maternity hospital, deserve absolute clarity 
regarding the ownership and governance of a charity (details supplied) before the State-funded 
new national maternity hospital is handed into its ownership; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20291/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1229, 
1230, 1231, 1233 and 1234 together.

The Deputy has raised a number of queries in relation to St Vincent’s Holdings CLG, many 
of which are outside the remit of the Minister for Health; however, I have endeavoured to pro-
vide as much information as possible, in order to provide assurance regarding the new mater-
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nity hospital on the St Vincent’s University Hospital Campus.   

  St Vincent’s Holdings CLG will be established under the Companies Act as a not for profit 
company; it will be a company with charitable status and will be governed by Irish company 
law.  The constitution of St. Vincent’s Holdings CLG   has been approved by the Charities Regu-
lator and has been published on the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG)  website at; www.
stvincents.ie/constitutions-svh-clg-and-svhg/. The Constitution makes no reference to Canon 
Law, and I am advised that Canon Law will not impact on the Company. 

A legal framework is being developed to protect the State’s investment in the new National 
Maternity Hospital (NMH) and to ensure that the hospital remains in State ownership.  The 
legal framework, when finalised, will be brought to Government for approval. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the corporate and clinical governance arrangements for the 
new NMH at Elm Park are encompassed in the Mulvey Agreement, which was finalised follow-
ing an extensive mediation process between the NMH and the SVHG.  The Mulvey Agreement 
provides for the establishment of a new company - National Maternity Hospital at Elm Park 
DAC - which will have clinical and operational, as well as financial and budgetary indepen-
dence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services. The Agreement ensures 
that a full range of health services will be available at the new hospital without religious, ethnic 
or other distinction.  

I would like to emphasise that the Mulvey Agreement represents an accommodation of the 
views of the two voluntary hospitals, together with consideration of key policy objectives, in-
cluding clinical independence, no religious influences to be brought to bear on the new hospital 
and assurance that the State’s investment will be protected.  The Deputy can be assured that 
these overriding objectives will be copperfastened through the legal framework.

In line with the Mulvey Agreement, the Board of the NMH at Elm Park DAC will comprise 9 
directors; 4 nominated by SVHG, 4 by NMH, and 1 will be an international expert in obstetrics 
and gynaecology. Given the level of State investment, the previous Minister for Health sought, 
and received, the agreement of both the NMH and SVHG that the Board of the new NMH DAC 
will be competency-based and will include a Public Interest representative.

With regard to the composition of the Board of St Vincent’s Holdings CLG  , information 
published on the SVHG website indicates that this Board will comprise independent directors 
who will be appointed based on their competencies and skills. This information can be accessed 
@: www.stvincents.ie/app/uploads/2020/05/ST.VINCENTS-HOLDINGS-CLG-Information-
Sheet-14.05.2020.

Finally, I am very conscious that the buildings at Holles Street are no longer fit for purpose.  
I believe that we must move forward with the new NMH and provide the necessary infrastruc-
ture to enable the delivery of a modern, safe quality maternity service for women and infants.  
I have therefore, asked my officials to redouble their efforts, with a view to concluding discus-
sions on the legal framework as quickly as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC02300National Maternity Hospital

30/07/2020WRCCC024001232. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimate for the cost of 
construction of the new national maternity hospital on the site of St. Vincent’s Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20289/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The site preparatory works in connec-
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tion with the relocation of the new National Maternity Hospital to the St. Vincent’s Univer-
sity Hospital campus consists of Aspergillus prevention works, campus infrastructural upgrade 
works, enabling works / site preparation works, and the construction of a new Pharmacy and 
multi storey car-park. The preparatory works commenced on the campus in early 2016 with the 
Aspergillus prevention works, and are due for completion early 2021 with the conclusion of the 
new pharmacy and the multi-storey car-park. The budget for these works is €46.6m, of which 
€31.2m has been expended to date. 

With the exception of the construction works which are contractually committed as listed 
above, no further contractual commitments have been entered into with respect to works to the 
new National Maternity Hospital project. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. The final decision to proceed with the construction of a project cannot be made until the 
tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed to ensure that the proposal deliv-
ers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.

  Questions Nos. 1233 and 1234 answered with Question No. 1229.

30/07/2020WRCCC02800Health Services

30/07/2020WRCCC029001235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the pay and 
increments freeze from employees at a service (details supplied) [20292/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The WRC agreement reached in Octo-
ber 2018 in relation to pay restoration for section 39 organisations provided for pay restoration 
in relation to 50 ‘pilot organisations’ in the first instance.  Pay restoration for these bodies com-
menced in April 2019 with further payments due in 2020 and 2021 as appropriate.

I can confirm that St Christopher’s services was included in the pilot project.  As it is not 
clear why pay restoration has not been implemented in line with that agreement. 

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as pos-
sible. 

30/07/2020WRCCC03100Hospital Appointments Status

30/07/2020WRCCC032001236. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a consultation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20297/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
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June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC03400Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRCCC035001237. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in CHO3 and CHO5, in tabular form; the average waiting time 
for an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20301/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRCCC03700Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRCCC038001238. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
South Tipperary General Hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of the vacancy, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20302/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC04000Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRCCC041001239. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a needs assessment in CHO3; the number who have been waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 
12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20303/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC042001240. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a needs assessment in CHO5; the number who have been waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 
12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20304/20]
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30/07/2020WRCCC043001243. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in CHO3; the number who have been waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20307/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC044001244. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in CHO5; the number who have been waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20308/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1239, 1240, 1243 and 1244 together.

The recently published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recog-
nises the need to improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better 
implementation and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

30/07/2020WRCCC04700Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRCCC048001241. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an occupational therapy appointment in CHO3; the number who have been waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20305/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC049001242. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an occupational therapy appointment in CHO5; the number who have been waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20306/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1241 
and 1242 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Questions No. 1243 and 1244 answered with Question No. 1239.

30/07/2020WRCCC05400Home Help Service

30/07/2020WRCCC055001245. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion for home help by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20321/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
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as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC05700Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRCCC058001246. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in CHO1 and CHO2; the average waiting times for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20347/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRCCC06000Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRCCC061001247. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in CHO1 and CHO2; the average waiting times for ap-
pointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20348/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC06300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRCCC064001248. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health : the number of persons on the 
CAMHS waiting list in CHO1 and CHO2; the average waiting time; the number waiting more 
than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20349/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRCCC06600Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRCCC067001249. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
awaiting home care support in CHO1 and CHO2; the number of hours allocated in each of the 
past 12 months in CHO1 and CHO2; the average number of hours granted to each successful 
applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20350/20]

30/07/2020WRCCC06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRDDD00200Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRDDD003001250. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in Sligo University Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and 
more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20351/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRDDD00500Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRDDD006001251. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an endoscopy in Sligo University Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and 
more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20352/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
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in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

Sligo University Hospital GI Scopes Wait-
ing List June 2020
0-1 Mth 135
1-2 Mths 57
2-3Mths 52
+3 Mths 424
Total 668

30/07/2020WRDDD00800Hospital Staff
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30/07/2020WRDDD009001252. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
Sligo University Hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of each vacancy, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20353/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD01100Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRDDD012001253. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a needs assessment in CHO1 and CHO2; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 
and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20354/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD013001260. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
CHO1 and CHO2 that are awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the num-
ber that are waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form 
[20362/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1253 and 1260 together.

The Programme for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD01500Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WRDDD016001254. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a speech and language appointment in CHO1 and CHO2; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 
6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20355/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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30/07/2020WRDDD01800Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRDDD019001255. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an occupational therapy appointment in CHO1 and CHO2; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 
6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20356/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD02100Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRDDD022001256. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in CHO1 and CHO2 over each of the past 12 months; the number provided 
in each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20358/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRDDD02400Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRDDD025001257. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon that have now reopened; the number that 
will be reopened by September 2020; the number that will not be in a position to reopen by 
September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20359/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8th July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.
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Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

As the question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRDDD02700Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRDDD028001258. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of day care cen-
tres for persons with intellectual disabilities in CHO1 and CHO2 that have submitted applica-
tions for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date by his 
Department; the amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20360/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8th July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
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ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services.

As the Deputy’s question concerns service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRDDD03000Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRDDD031001259. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in CHO1 and CHO2; the average waiting time for appointment, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20361/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 1260 answered with Question No. 1253.

30/07/2020WRDDD03400Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRDDD035001261. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health his plans for reopening day-care 
services for persons with disabilities; the timetable for same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20369/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 
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Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8th July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections. 

30/07/2020WRDDD03700Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRDDD038001262. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
availed of day-care services by county and month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20370/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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30/07/2020WRDDD04000Medical Cards

30/07/2020WRDDD041001263. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the cost to fund medical cards 
for all persons diagnosed with a disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20373/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility for a medical card remains 
primarily on the basis of financial assessment. The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Needs and 
Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of illness 
or a disability and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable nor ethically justifiable to list 
medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. The Expert Group also con-
cluded that a persons means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card. This remains 
unchanged.

In relation to the cost of providing a permanent medical card to people with disabilities 
regardless of their work status, the data required to model this is not readily available and it is 
therefore not possible to provide an estimate of the cost of the proposal.  

However, it should be noted that since 01 December 2018, the medical card earnings disre-
gard for persons in receipt of Disability Allowance was increased from €120 to €427 per week 
and applies to the assessment process for both single persons and to family assessments. This 
measure gave effect to one of the key recommendations of the Make Work Pay for Persons with 
Disabilities Report. 

30/07/2020WRDDD04300National Carers’ Strategy

30/07/2020WRDDD044001264. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if a new and updated national 
carers’ strategy will be published with a dedicated budget and time frame to ensure the imple-
mentation of all actions; if so, the time frame for publication of the strategy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20374/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is responsible for coor-
dinating the cross-departmental 2012 National Carers’ Strategy, which sets the strategic direc-
tion for future policies, services and supports provided by Government Departments and agen-
cies for family carers. The Strategy contains actions to recognise, support and empower carers 
to manage their physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing across four national goals:

-  Recognise the value and contribution of carers and promote their inclusion in decisions 
relating to the person they are caring for;

-  Support carers to manage their physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing;

-  Support carers to care with confidence through the provision of adequate information, 
training, services and supports;

-  Empower carers to participate as fully as possible in economic and social life.

My Department is engaging with key stakeholders including other Government Depart-
ments and voluntary organisations on ways to improve supports for family carers.  This work 
will continue in the coming months with a view to supporting carers in the best way possible to 
continue to sustain their caring journey. I am more than happy to meet with family carer repre-
sentative organisations as this work progresses.
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30/07/2020WRDDD04600Home Help Service

30/07/2020WRDDD047001265. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
home support waiting list by county and by month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20375/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRDDD04900Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRDDD050001266. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that were 
provided with respite care by county and month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, respectively; 
if the provision of respite care will be increased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20376/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRDDD05200Hospital Appointments Status

30/07/2020WRDDD053001267. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20383/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
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will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD05500Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRDDD056001268. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that the Covid-19 tracker application can only be used by Irish residents with an Irish credit 
card on the app store despite the fact that the application does not cost money to download or 
use; if he will consider having the software developers amend this limitation to ensure visitors 
to Ireland can be required to use the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20386/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Covid Tracker App is free of charge 
and no credit card is required for free apps. Any notification from Apple/Google stores regard-
ing credit card requirements are unrelated to the COVID Tracker app. The Covid Tracker app 
is currently available in both the Irish and UK app stores for iPhones and Android smartphones 
and the HSE is currently in the process of releasing it to app stores in other countries.  This 
means that the app can be downloaded by people with accounts in other app stores whether they 
are visitors to or residents in Ireland.

30/07/2020WRDDD05800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRDDD059001269. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
CAMHS waiting lists in north County Dublin [20389/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRDDD06100Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRDDD062001270. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
waiting lists for assessments of needs in north County Dublin. [20390/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD063001271. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health : the number of children on 
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waiting lists for speech and language therapy in north County Dublin [20391/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1270 and 1271 together.

The Programme for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD06600Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRDDD067001272. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
waiting lists for occupational therapy in north County Dublin [20392/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD068001273. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
waiting lists for physiotherapy in north County Dublin [20393/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1272 
and 1273 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRDDD07100Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRDDD072001274. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in County Donegal; the average waiting times for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20415/20]

30/07/2020WRDDD07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE00200Dental Services 

30/07/2020WREEE003001275. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health : the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in County Donegal; the average waiting times for ap-
pointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20416/20]

30/07/2020WREEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE00800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services
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30/07/2020WREEE009001276. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
CAMHS waiting list in County Donegal; the average waiting time; the number waiting more 
than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [20417/20]

30/07/2020WREEE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WREEE01100Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WREEE012001277. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
are awaiting homecare support in County Donegal; the number of hours allocated in each of 
the past 12 months in County Donegal; the average number of hours granted to each successful 
applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20418/20]

30/07/2020WREEE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WREEE01400Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WREEE015001278. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a colonoscopy in County Donegal; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more 
than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20419/20]

30/07/2020WREEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-service-dis-
ruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
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regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WREEE01700Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WREEE018001279. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an endoscopy in County Donegal; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more 
than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20420/20]

30/07/2020WREEE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

30/07/2020WREEE02000Health Services Staff

30/07/2020WREEE021001280. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies in 
County Donegal; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of each vacancy, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20421/20]

30/07/2020WREEE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WREEE02300Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WREEE024001281. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a needs assessment in County Donegal; the number who have been waiting less than 3, 3 to 
6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20422/20]

30/07/2020WREEE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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30/07/2020WREEE02600Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WREEE027001282. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in County Donegal; the number who have been waiting 
less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20423/20]

30/07/2020WREEE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WREEE02900Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WREEE030001283. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an occupational therapy appointment in County Donegal; the number that have been wait-
ing less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20424/20]

30/07/2020WREEE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE03200Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WREEE033001284. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in County Donegal over each of the past 12 months; the number that has 
been provided each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20426/20]

30/07/2020WREEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WREEE03500Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WREEE036001285. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in County Donegal that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 
2020; the number that will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [20427/20]

30/07/2020WREEE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8th July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WREEE03800Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WREEE039001286. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of day care cen-
tres for persons with intellectual disabilities in County Donegal that have submitted applica-
tions for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date by his 
Department; the amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20428/20]
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30/07/2020WREEE04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WREEE04100Ophthalmology Services
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30/07/2020WREEE042001287. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in County Donegal; the average waiting time for appointment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20429/20]

30/07/2020WREEE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE04400Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WREEE045001288. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
County Donegal who are awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the num-
ber waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20430/20]

30/07/2020WREEE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1289 answered with Question No. 1058.

30/07/2020WREEE04800Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WREEE049001290. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who were 
provided with respite care by county and month in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 respectively; 
if he will increase the provision of respite care by 20%; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20458/20]

30/07/2020WREEE05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE05100Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WREEE052001291. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the time frame for measures to 
assist young disabled persons currently housed in residential care homes in relocating to suit-
able accommodation with the necessary personal support services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20460/20]



Questions - Written Answers

666

30/07/2020WREEE05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE05400Mental Health Commission

30/07/2020WREEE055001292. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if the Mental Health Commis-
sion spent its full budget in 2017, 2018 and 2019, respectively [20461/20]

30/07/2020WREEE05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Mental Health 
Commission is an independent statutory body under the aegis of the Department of Health. The 
agency is fully funded by the Exchequer. The table below sets out the allocation and out-turn 
for each of the years 2017, 2018 and 2019.

Year Allocation (m) Outturn (m) Difference (m)
2017 14.274 13.000 1.274
2018 14.174 14.174 0
2019 14.400 14.400 0

30/07/2020WREEE05700Mental Health Policy

30/07/2020WREEE058001293. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when the review of the Mental 
Health Act 2001 will be published [20465/20]

30/07/2020WREEE05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): An Expert Group 
Review of the Act was published in 2015 and Government approved the preparation of the Gen-
eral Scheme of a Bill to reflect the Group’s recommendations in revised legislation. 

The draft heads of a bill based on the recommendations of the Expert Group Review of the 
2001 Act were sent to the Mental Health Commission for its consideration on 2nd July 2019.  
The Commission returned the bulk of their comments to the Department in early March 2020. 
The Commission’s Legislative Committee provided its expert legal and clinical input into its 
submission. The Department is currently preparing a final draft heads of bill, on a Part-by-Part 
basis, with a view to finalising the draft bill by the end of 2020.

Timely progress of the final draft heads will rely on involving the HSE and the Mental 
Health Commission in any further necessary consultation, and on the provision of legal advice 
by internal legal advisors and the Office of Parliamentary Counsel.   

30/07/2020WREEE06000Nursing Home Accommodation

30/07/2020WREEE061001294. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when residential care services 
will be provided with a sector-specific Covid-19 roadmap in order to enable them to reopen 
safely. [20468/20]

30/07/2020WREEE06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Nursing home 
providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents and have a range of legal 
responsibilities under the regulatory framework, including the Health Act 2007 (Care and Wel-
fare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People) Regulations 2013.   

The impact of COVID-19 on society in general and especially those living in nursing homes 
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has been considerable. Residential settings are people’s homes as well as places where health 
and social care are provided. The introduction of physical distancing, isolation and restricted 
contact with family and loved ones has changed the usual dynamic of social interaction. 

During these times there has been a particular emphasis on retaining a holistic view of the 
wellbeing of residents, remaining person-centred, being cognisant of their rights as citizens, 
and being vigilant that in seeking to shield them from infection that these rights are not in-
fringed upon in to an extent, or in a manner, that is disproportionate.

In line with the level of disease in the community, the National Public Health Emergency 
Team has advised that the gradual reintroduction of usual activities while taking public health 
precautions should commence. This advice is reflected in the latest Cocooning and visiting 
guidance, issued by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre.  This guidance is under constant 
review, balancing risks with benefit in line with the disease trajectory in the community. The 
HSPC has completed its most recent update of visiting guidance. It is now available on the 
HPSC website and is due to take effect from 29th July.

30/07/2020WREEE06300Obesity Levels

30/07/2020WREEE064001295. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to the implications of obesity as a comorbidity for Covid-19; if additional resources are planned 
to address obesity in this context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20471/20]

30/07/2020WREEE06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Obesity has 
long been recognised as a risk factor for a number of non-communicable diseases, including 
heart disease, Type 2 diabetes and high blood pressure.  These conditions, as well as obesity 
itself, have been identified with an increased risk factor for a more severe form of COVID-19 
disease.  

In recognition of the seriousness of the obesity crisis in Ireland, ‘A Healthy Weight for 
Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), was launched in September 2016 under 
the auspices of the Healthy Ireland agenda.  The OPAP covers a 10-year period up to 2025 and 
aims to reverse obesity trends, prevent health complications and reduce the overall burden for 
individuals, families, the health system, and the wider society and economy.  The Plan recog-
nises that obesity is a complex, multi-faceted problem and needs a multi-pronged solution, with 
every sector of society playing its part. Childhood obesity is a key priority under the Policy, as 
is reducing the inequalities seen in obesity rates, where children (and adults) from lower socio-
economic groups have higher levels of obesity.   Evidence-based actions are being progressed 
under the Plan on a number of fronts, including the preparation of Healthy Eating Guidelines 
for 1 to 5 year-olds, and the finalisation of a Roadmap in relation to the reformulation of un-
healthy food and drink.  

Obesity is a priority area for the new Government, and this is clearly reflected in the Pro-
gramme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.  It is also a high priority of mine in my capacity 
as Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy.  In terms of the Obe-
sity Policy and Action Plan, work is underway for a meeting of the Obesity Policy Implementa-
tion Oversight Group to be held in the near future, to look at the policy context, including in 
the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis, and to prepare to take this work forward in the months to 
come.  The question of additional resources will be examined in this context and in the context 
of the Estimates process.
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30/07/2020WREEE06600Nursing Home Accommodation

30/07/2020WREEE067001296. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of the 
new HSE residential care unit for older persons (details supplied) in County Louth; when the 
project will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20500/20]

30/07/2020WREEE06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery and management of healthcare infrastructure.

The HSE has advised that the procurement phase of the delivery of a bundle of Community 
Nursing Units’s (CNU’s) to be delivered by Public Private Partnership (PPP) is still on-going.  
St. Joseph’s Hospital CNU, Ardee, Co. Louth is part of this bundle of facilities.  

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

30/07/2020WREEE06900Covid-19 Tests

30/07/2020WREEE070001297. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the Covid-19 testing cen-
tres that are open nationally by county, in tabular form; the centres that have been closed; the 
plans for testing per county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20514/20]

30/07/2020WREEE07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WREEE07200Health Services Funding

30/07/2020WREEE073001298. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when section 39 charities 
and companies will receive funding allocated to them by Pobal and currently being processed 
by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20516/20]

30/07/2020WREEE07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I thank the Deputy for his question 
which I believe refers to the Community & Voluntary COVID19 Stability Scheme.

The Community and Voluntary Sector Covid-19 Stability Fund is intended to be a targeted 
once-off cash injection for organisations and groups delivering critical front-line services to the 
most at need in our society and in danger of imminent closure due to lost fund-raised or traded 
income as a direct result of restrictions to counter the spread of COVID-19. 

€35 million will be provided through the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF) against criteria 
aligned with DAF objectives to support: 

-  The personal and social development of persons who are economically or socially disad-
vantaged; or 

-  The educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged; or 

-  Persons with a disability. 
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The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD), in conjunction with Po-
bal, developed the scheme and the application facility based on parameters agreed with the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform and by Government. The Stability Fund is adminis-
tered by the DRCD and Pobal. They have asked Department of Health to assist with validation 
of applications from organisations operating in the health sector who have been selected for 
funding. Department of Health officials are now working with DRCD and the HSE to validate 
applications and to ensure their correctness. 

When this process is complete, my officials will notify DRCD. Payment will issue to all 
successful applicants through Pobal. 

30/07/2020WRFFF00200Hospital Facilities

30/07/2020WRFFF003001299. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the status of the 60 bed 
modular unit under construction at University Hospital Limerick; if a date for completion can 
be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20517/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery and management of healthcare infrastructure.  

At present the draft Capital Plan 2020 is being reviewed and revised to take account of the 
impact of Covid-19 and includes a number of developments at Limerick University Hospital.  
The HSE has advised that the 60-Bed Ward Block (additional capacity) is expected to be com-
pleted for Q4 2020. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

30/07/2020WRFFF00500Hospital Services

30/07/2020WRFFF006001300. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health his plans for Ennis General 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20518/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRFFF00800Hospital Services

30/07/2020WRFFF009001301. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if venesection procedures 
will be made available free of charge to persons with haemochromatosis who are not eligible 
for a medical card or GP visit card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20519/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Where venesection is classed as a day 
case procedure and is not carried out in an out-patient setting, the public in-patient charge ap-
plies. 
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The issue of the provision of therapeutic phlebotomy services for hereditary haemochroma-
tosis patients, including the issue of charges, is under consideration by my Department and the 
HSE.  

It is agreed that such services should be provided at the lowest level of complexity that is 
clinically and operationally feasible. In time it is envisaged that the majority of this work will 
be done in a primary care setting.

Meanwhile, the Irish Blood Transfusion Service is now accepting hereditary haemochro-
matosis patients who are eligible to donate blood at their fixed and mobile donation clinics 
nationwide.

Patients can attend a maximum of four times a year with a minimum of ninety days between 
phlebotomies. The patient’s hereditary haemochromatosis will continue to be managed by their 
physician, including the monitoring of ferritin levels.

30/07/2020WRFFF01100Long-Term Illness Scheme

30/07/2020WRFFF012001302. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if persons diagnosed with 
haemochromatosis will be able to avail of the long-term illness scheme in view of the fact that 
it is a hereditary lifelong disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20520/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Long Term Illness Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. Under the scheme, patients receive drugs, 
medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, 
free of charge.

Haemochromatosis was not included on the above list and there are no plans to extend the 
list of conditions covered by the scheme at this time. However, I wish to inform the Deputy that 
it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as part of a review of the basis for existing 
hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare 
Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations. 

30/07/2020WRFFF01400Medicinal Products
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30/07/2020WRFFF015001303. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when the asthma drug ben-
ralizumab will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20534/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility 
for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a company must 
submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimbursement list.   

Reimbursement is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE has confirmed that Benralizumab is approved for hospital use only at this time.

I am advised by the HSE that it has received an application for the reimbursement of a Ben-
ralizumab autoinjector under the High Tech Arrangements.   

In March 2020, a Rapid Review was commissioned by the HSE.  On 28 April 2020, this 
review was completed with the NCPE recommending that Benralizumab not be considered for 
reimbursement under high tech drug arrangements at the submitted price.   

Commercial discussions are ongoing with the applicant. Strict criteria for use are applied 
within the hospital setting and these must also be taken into consideration in any proposed tran-
sition to the community setting.

The application remains under consideration with the HSE. 

30/07/2020WRFFF01700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRFFF018001304. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will set up an indepen-
dent inquiry into the recent deaths of persons from Covid-19 in a nursing home (details sup-
plied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20535/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Since 2009 the 
Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in 
place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The Au-
thority, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up to 
and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can 
no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive 
quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and 
National Quality Standards.  

HIQA, in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
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compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.  

During the response to COVID-19, Nursing homes continue to be regulated by HIQA, who 
under the Health Act 2007 have the legal authority to examine the operation of any facility 
under their remit. As you may be aware, HIQA conducted an inspection of the nursing home 
in question. The main objectives of this inspection are to determine the standards of care and 
support being provided to residents and to assess the registered provider’s statutory compliance 
with the regulations, as well as the governance, management and risk systems in place. The 
inspection report will be published in due course on the HIQA website.

The Deputy will be aware that the Nursing Homes Expert was established, on foot of a 
NPHET recommendation, to examine the complex issues surrounding the management of CO-
VID-19 among this particularly vulnerable cohort. Separately the Special Committee on CO-
VID-19 was established to consider and take evidence on the State’s response to the pandemic. 
It is important that we give due consideration to all of the information that we have now and 
will have in considering whether further analysis of COVID-19 and nursing homes is needed.

30/07/2020WRFFF02000Alcohol Sales

30/07/2020WRFFF021001305. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the timeline for the imple-
mentation of measures in retail stores regarding the separation of alcohol sales will be extended 
due to delays in the construction sector and supply line due to Covid-19; if new guidelines 
will be issued extending out the dates of completion of the necessary works which are costing 
retailers significant amounts; if direct financial assistance will be given to retailers before the 
November 2020 deadline in order to comply with legislation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20548/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Section 22 of the Public Health (Alco-
hol) Act 2018 provides for the separation and visibility of alcohol products and advertisements 
in specified licensed premises. Section 22 was commenced by the Minister for Health in No-
vember 2018 with a two year lead-in time to ensure sufficient time was available for retailers 
to comply with its requirements. As the provision was commenced in 2018 an extension cannot 
now be given. There are no plans to provide financial assistance to retailers to comply with the 
legislation. 

My Department and the HSE have developed guidance for retailers in relation to the provi-
sions of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act due to come into effect on 12 November 2020. That 
guidance is available on the website of the Department of Health and includes guidance on the 
separation of alcohol products in mixed retail outlets. 

The separation of alcohol in mixed retail outlets is an important public health measure to 
ensure that it is clear that alcohol is not like other grocery products but is one which if used 
harmfully has serious health impacts. The measure is also designed to reduce the exposure of 
children to alcohol products and alcohol advertising in mixed retail outlets. 

30/07/2020WRFFF02300Prescriptions Charges

30/07/2020WRFFF024001306. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the date the order will be 
signed giving effect to the reduction in prescription charges; and the reason for the delay in 
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establishing a commencement date. [20552/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of Budget 2020, the previous 
Government agreed that GMS prescription charges would be reduced by €0.50c for all medical 
card holders. Accordingly, the charge would be reduced by €0.50c to €1 per item for persons 
aged over 70 years, and by €0.50c to €1.50 for persons under 70. The maximum monthly charge 
would also be reduced to €10 and €15 respectively. 

The full year cost of implementing these measures is estimated at €25 million; a cost of €15 
million for the under 70 cohort and €10 million for the over 70 cohort. 

I am consulting with my government colleagues on these proposals.

30/07/2020WRFFF02600Disability Services Funding

30/07/2020WRFFF027001307. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason additional fund-
ing of €51,000 requested by a disability service for the care of a person (details supplied) has not 
been approved; and if the decision will be reviewed and the funding made available. [20554/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF02900Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRFFF030001308. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to a previous par-
liamentary question, if a medical certificate issued to a person (details supplied); the number 
of times the person’s care has been reviewed; the outcome of same; the dates the person was 
notified of changes to the certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20556/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRFFF03200Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRFFF033001309. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists and 
assistant psychologists employed by the HSE to provide free counselling services in each year 
since 2016; and the cost by year and CHO. [20559/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF03500Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRFFF036001310. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of additional psychol-
ogist and assistant psychologist positions for free counselling services provided for in budget 
2020; and the number of these posts have been filled. [20560/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF03800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF039001311. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the progression towards 24-7 
community mental health services; the remaining obstacles to this goal; the estimated outstand-
ing cost which has been identified; and the timeline for delivery. [20562/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF04100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF042001312. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of establish-
ing a dedicated advocacy service for mental health service users, including base establishment 
costs and expected annual budget supports. [20563/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF04400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF045001313. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of CAMHS beds op-
erational as of July 2020 by CHO and service. [20564/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF04700Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF048001314. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of adult mental health 
beds operational as of July 2020, by CHO and service. [20565/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF05000Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF051001315. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
overtime and agency staff for mental health nursing roles in Cork north Lee, Cork south Lee 
and north Cork areas for the past 12 months, respectively; and the cost for 2018 and 2019. 
[20566/20]
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30/07/2020WRFFF05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF05300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF054001316. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals accepted 
by the community CAMHS teams during the first six months of 2020 by local health office area; 
and the equivalent figures for 2019, in tabular form. [20567/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF05600Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF057001317. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the expansion 
of rehabilitation services to respond to the needs of those with enduring mental illness and chal-
lenging behaviour; the location of the additional services; the number of additional staff em-
ployed in whole-time equivalent terms; the number of service users in receipt of such services; 
and the way in which this compares to 2019. [20568/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF05900Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF060001318. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the implemen-
tation of the model of care for specialist perinatal mental health services; and the number of 
additional staff in whole-time equivalent terms appointed to date in 2020. [20569/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF06200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF063001319. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the way in which he has provided 
increased access to talk therapies to date in 2020; the number of additional service users avail-
ing of the therapies; and the number of persons availing of talk therapies in each CHO area. 
[20570/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF06500Mental Health Services
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30/07/2020WRFFF066001320. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of additional en-
hanced peer support workers delivered to date in 2020 in line with A Vision for Change recom-
mendations. [20571/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF06800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF069001321. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of efforts to develop 
a seven day per week service for CAMHS; the number of CAMHS teams now operating on 
such a basis; the CHOs in which they are based; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20572/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF07100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF072001322. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of additional CAMHS 
clinical staff in whole-time equivalent terms recruited to date in 2020, by CHO; and the number 
of CAMHS staff in whole-time equivalent terms who left the service over the same period by 
CHO. [20573/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRFFF07400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRFFF075001323. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of positions in whole-
time equivalent terms for children’s mental health intellectual disability teams being advertised 
for recruitment by CHO. [20574/20]

30/07/2020WRFFF07600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRGGG00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG003001324. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the imple-
mentation of the CAMHS advocacy model; and the CHOs in which it is available and utilised. 
[20575/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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30/07/2020WRGGG00500Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG006001325. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the roll-out of 
the agreed minor capital fund to enhance mental health facilities and infrastructure; the projects 
undertaken in 2020, by location; and the funding allocated to each in 2020. [20576/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

30/07/2020WRGGG00800Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRGGG009001326. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care at the end of June 2020 or 
the latest date available; and the number waiting up to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [20577/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG012001327. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment at the end of 
June 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting up to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and 
more than 52 weeks, respectively. [20578/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG01400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG015001328. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end of June 2020 or 
the latest date available; and the number waiting up to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [20579/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG01700Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG018001329. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units between 1 January and 30 June 2020. [20580/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-



Questions - Written Answers

678

vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG02000Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG021001330. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health beds 
available in each LHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20581/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG02300Emergency Departments

30/07/2020WRGGG024001331. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children presenting 
at emergency departments here with self-harm injuries, suicide attempts and-or overdoses in 
each of the years 2018 to 2019 and to date in 2020; the location of same in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [20582/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG02600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRGGG027001332. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide face cover-
ings to vulnerable immunocompromised persons or persons with underlying health conditions. 
[20583/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging evidence as it arises and has provided ad-
vice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis.

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance.

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments. 

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
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measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed before putting them on and taking them off. I do not 
have plans to provide face coverings at this time. They are readily available in retail outlets and 
online. Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecov-
erings and the HSE website.

On 15 June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national com-
munications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail out-
lets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19)(Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering.

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication.  

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. 

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse“ provisions will apply .

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can assure 
you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the 
NPHET has also been proactively examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the 
issue of face coverings. The EAG has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority 
to prepare a revised and updated evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed 
that this paper is expected to be finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:
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https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings  

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

30/07/2020WRGGG02900Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRGGG030001333. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults on 
the dental appointment waiting list in County Kerry; the average waiting times for appoint-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20584/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRGGG03200Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRGGG033001334. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults on 
the orthodontic waiting lists in County Kerry; the average waiting times for appointments; the 
number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20585/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRGGG03500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRGGG036001335. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting on the 
CAMHS waiting list in County Kerry; the average waiting time; the number waiting more than 
six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20586/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG03800Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRGGG039001336. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of people who are waiting 
for home care support in County Kerry; the total number of hours allocated in each of the past 
12 months in County Kerry; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20587/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG04100Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRGGG042001337. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting a 
colonoscopy in University Hospital Kerry; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and 
more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20588/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput. 

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG04400Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRGGG045001338. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting an 
endoscopy in University Hospital Kerry; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and 
more than 90 days, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20589/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
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in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the table.

UHK GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020
   0-1 Mth 239
   1-2 Mths 58
   2-3Mths 62
  +3 Mths 683
Total 1042

30/07/2020WRGGG04700Hospital Staff
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30/07/2020WRGGG048001339. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at University 
Hospital Kerry; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of each vacancy in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20590/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG05000Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRGGG051001340. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting a 
needs assessment in counties Cork and Kerry; the number waiting less than three, three to six, 
six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20591/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG052001347. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Kerry awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the number that are waiting 
less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20599/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1340 and 1347 together.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

 The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG05400Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WRGGG055001341. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting a 
speech and language appointment in counties Cork and Kerry; the number waiting less than 
three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20592/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG05700Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRGGG058001342. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting an oc-
cupational therapy appointment in counties Cork and Kerry; the number waiting less than three, 
three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20593/20]
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30/07/2020WRGGG05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRGGG06000Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRGGG061001343. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours provided 
to families in County Kerry over each of the past 12 months; the number provided in each 
month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20595/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRGGG06300Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRGGG064001344. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres in 
County Kerry that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 2020; 
the number that will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20596/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG065001345. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres for 
persons with intellectual disabilities in County Kerry that have submitted applications for fund-
ing in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date by his Department; the 
amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20597/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1344 and 1345 together.

As part of the overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public 
health advice, day service locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.
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Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After 4 August service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections  

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRGGG06800Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRGGG069001346. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the waiting 
list for ophthalmology in County Kerry; the average waiting time for an appointment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20598/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1347 answered with Question No. 1340.

30/07/2020WRGGG07200Hospital Appointments Status

30/07/2020WRGGG073001348. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20601/20]

30/07/2020WRGGG07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
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made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH00200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRHHH003001349. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in ensur-
ing that the Health Service Executive contact tracing application will be compatible with the 
application being developed by the Department of Health in Northern Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20606/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Officials and technical teams in Ireland 
and Northern Ireland have been working closely together since May to ensure the contact trac-
ing apps deployed in each jurisdiction are compatible with each other. The technology is now 
built and supporting documentation is currently being updated. This will enable contact tracing 
apps to work on an all island basis which is crucial given the number of people crossing the 
border every day and the need for a coordinated response to the pandemic. 

30/07/2020WRHHH00500Departmental Staff

30/07/2020WRHHH006001350. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a sched-
ule of advisers, special advisers and seconded civil servants currently working in his Depart-
ment appointed and or recruited and or in an acting capacity; the roles and responsibilities 
attributed to each; and the salary scale for the role in tabular form. [20621/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the commencement of every Dáil, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrange-
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ments for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The appointment of Special Advisers is subject to 
section 11 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.

The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil, which incorporate the principles of section 11 of the Pub-
lic Service Management Act, are currently awaiting Government approval.  

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been for-
mally appointed to my Department by the Government.  

However, the Deputy may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as 
Special Adviser and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guide-
lines have been approved.   

 The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform must be notified of the rate of salary to be 
paid in all cases for Special Advisers; These rates will then be published on the website of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.   

30/07/2020WRHHH00800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRHHH009001351. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons ad-
mitted on a daily basis to the Health Service Executive isolation facility at Citywest. [20630/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRHHH01100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH012001352. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of adults waiting for 
an outpatient assessment by a consultant psychiatrist each month from June 2019 to date in 
tabular form. [20633/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH01400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH015001353. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant psychi-
atric posts across the health services; the number filled by permanent consultant, temporarily 
filled and those currently vacant; and the length of each vacancy. [20634/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRHHH01700Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH018001354. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Service 
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Executive community mental health teams operational nationally; the number of consultants 
employed in these teams, either permanently, temporarily filled or currently vacant; and the 
period each post has been vacant. [20635/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH02000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH021001355. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Service Ex-
ecutive Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services teams established nationwide; the num-
ber of consultant psychiatric posts allocated to the teams; the number of posts which are cur-
rently permanent, temporary or unfilled; and the period the posts have been vacant. [20636/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH02300Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH024001356. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of Health Service Ex-
ecutive specialist community mental health services for older adults teams across the health ser-
vice nationally; the number of consultant psychiatric posts allocated to the teams; the number 
of posts which are currently permanently, temporarily or unfilled; and the period the respective 
posts have been vacant. [20637/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH02600Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH027001357. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff for men-
tal health services in each of the years 2014 to 2019 and to date in 2020; the original estimate 
for such expenditure in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20638/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRHHH02900Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH030001358. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff for 
mental health services in each of the years 2014 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and the estimated 
cost if they were permanent positions instead. [20639/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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30/07/2020WRHHH03200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH033001359. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
whole-time equivalents required to be recruited for the full implementation of A Vision for 
Change in view of demographic changes; and the teams and specialties in which the additional 
staff are required by community healthcare organisation area in tabular form. [20640/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH03500Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH036001360. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric nurses 
that graduated in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and 2020 respectively; the number hired by the 
Health Service Executive on full-time contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20641/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRHHH03800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH039001361. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount expended on mental 
health in 2019; and the percentage of the overall health budget this amounts to. [20642/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRHHH04100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH042001362. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of approved con-
sultant psychiatric posts by speciality; the number of posts filled on a temporary basis; the 
number of filled by doctors not on the specialist register; the number of posts unfilled, vacant 
or unmatched; the location of the unfilled, vacant or unmatched posts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20643/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRHHH04400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH045001363. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of the 
posts from the 2020 budget funding for mental health; the number of posts the allocation sup-
ports; the number of posts filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20644/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH04700Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH048001364. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time equiva-
lent posts filled within mental health as of July 2020; and the comparative number for each 
corresponding period in the previous ten years back to 2009. [20645/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH05000Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH051001365. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of section 39 provid-
ers that hold agreements for providing mental health services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20646/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH05300Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH054001366. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of approved psychi-
atric nursing posts by speciality as per A Vision for Change recommendations and demographic 
changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20647/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH05600Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH057001367. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric nurses 
entitled to retire as of 17 July 2020; the number of psychiatric nurses entitled to retire within the 
next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20648/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

 

30/07/2020WRHHH05900Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH060001368. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
inpatient beds here; the number operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[20649/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH06200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH063001369. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of involuntary admis-
sions in 2019; the percentage of the involuntary admissions following a referral by a family 
member; the percentage of the involuntary admissions following referral by a member of An 
Garda Síochána; and the percentage of the involuntary admissions following referral by a doc-
tor. [20650/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Annual Re-
port of the Mental Health Commission includes figures for the number of involuntary admis-
sion orders issued each year. It should be noted that the figures published by the Commission 
relate to the number of admission orders issued rather than the number of people admitted on 
an involuntary basis.

The number of such orders issued in 2019 was 2,390, of which 34% were by a spouse, civil 
partner or relative, 28% were by members of An Garda Síochána, 14% were by Authorised Of-
ficers of the HSE, and 24% were by other persons.  The Deputy should note that ‘other persons’ 
may include doctors in an emergency department.

30/07/2020WRHHH06500Medicinal Products

30/07/2020WRHHH066001370. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount expended by the 
Health Service Executive on psychotropic drugs in 2019 and to date in 2020, respectively. 
[20651/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRHHH06800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH069001371. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount expended by the 
Health Service Executive on talk therapies in 2019 and to date in 2020, respectively; and the 
specifications of the type of talk therapy provided. [20652/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH07100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH072001372. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of additional staff 
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appointed to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services in each community healthcare 
organisation, CHO, to date in 2020; the net increase in staff numbers resulting from such re-
cruitment in each CHO to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20653/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRHHH07400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRHHH075001373. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units to date in 2020, by service; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20654/20]

30/07/2020WRHHH07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ00200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ003001374. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult health units in 2019; and the length of each stay  [20655/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ00500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ006001375. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children on CAMHS 
waiting lists by age, gender, CHO and local catchment areas in tabular form [20656/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ00800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ009001376. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of self-harm presenta-
tions by children under 18 years of age in 2019 and to date in 2020, respectively by presenting 
hospital [20657/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services
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30/07/2020WRJJJ012001377. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of staff working in 
CAMHS as of 17 July 2020 [20658/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ01400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ015001378. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting a 
primary care psychology appointment on 17 June 2020; and the number of such children wait-
ing over 2, 3, 6, 12 and 18 months, respectively [20659/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ018001379. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels of CAMHS for 
each team operating nationwide [20660/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ02000Mental Health Guidelines

30/07/2020WRJJJ021001380. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of each of the recom-
mendations of the national youth mental health task force [20661/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The National 
Youth Mental Health Task Force was established in response to an undertaking in the Pro-
gramme for Partnership Government.  The Task Force report was published in December 2017 
and it was suggested that the time-frame for full implementation should be three years.  The 
report made recommendations in 10 different themed areas.  It also identified lead agencies as-
sociated with each recommendation that would be tasked with developing and/or implementing 
these as appropriate. 

Since publication of the Task Force report, a number of the recommendations have been in-
corporated into the service plans of lead agencies for 2018/2020.  The implementation of these 
recommendations has been ongoing since publication of the report and many major areas of 
priority have been delivered.  In this regard, there have been several online support projects de-
livered to support online counselling, online CBT training and online signposting; Schools have 
upskilled staff in mental health training and many disciplines have availed of mental health first 
aid training; Early intervention projects such as perinatal training and family support projects 
have launched.  Health and wellbeing projects have been supported and many NGOs have been 
supported to deliver local youth-specific mental health initiatives nationally through mental 
health funding, Sláintecare funding and Healthy Ireland community funding.  In addition, the 
HEAI committed to establishing additional counselling supports to higher level students and 
the Department of Children worked to deliver first five and LGBTQ+ actions. 
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A small number of recommendations require further consideration and related to this, ap-
proval is currently being sought from DPER to establish a Pathfinder inter-departmental unit on 
youth mental health.  In addition ’Sharing the Vision – a Mental Health Policy for Everyone’ 
advocates that access to mental health supports be based on individual need.  This means that 
care plans should consider the needs of the whole individual regardless of age, gender or socio-
economic profile.  Sharing the Vision emphasises the need for establishing a National Imple-
mentation and Monitoring committee to ensure that all policy recommendations are implement-
ed within the timeframe provided in the framework.  This will ensure that young people’s needs 
remain prioritised over the lifetime of the policy, taking over from where the Youth Mental 
Health Task Force Report ends.

30/07/2020WRJJJ02300Suicide Incidence

30/07/2020WRJJJ024001381. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age that died by suicide in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20662/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ02600Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ027001382. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the details of the roll out of ad-
ditional telemental health services in 2020; and his plans for 2021 [20664/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ02900Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ030001383. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for child and 
adolescent mental health services in County Cork by individual team or service respectively in 
tabular form [20665/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ03200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ033001384. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for adult men-
tal health services in County Cork by individual team or service respectively in tabular form 
[20666/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
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as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ03500Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ036001385. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for counselling 
services in County Cork by respective service in tabular form [20667/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ03800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ039001386. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the construction of 
the national forensic mental health service facility in Portrane, County Dublin; the completion 
date for same; if the project will be delivered on time and within budget; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20674/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the deputy directly on this matter.

30/07/2020WRJJJ04100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ042001387. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the specific actions taken during 
2019 and 2020 to improve outcomes for persons with co-morbid severe mental illness and sub-
stance misuse problems [20675/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ04400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ045001388. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on develop-
ing a no wrong door policy to address dual diagnosis in mental health and the funding provided 
and need in future for services to adapt [20676/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible. 

30/07/2020WRJJJ04700Prisoner Transfers

30/07/2020WRJJJ048001389. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the average, shortest and longest 
wait, respectively facing a prisoner awaiting a transfer from the Irish Prison Service to the Cen-
tral Mental Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20677/20]
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30/07/2020WRJJJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ05000Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ051001390. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the annual spend for each of the 
years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020 on maternal mental health services at all stages of preg-
nancy and after; and the locations in which and the reason that funding is spent, including new 
developments planned or in the process of establishment [20678/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ05300Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ054001391. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the spending on new mental 
health developments in 2019 and to date in 2020 [20679/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ05600Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ057001392. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the proposed spending on new 
mental health developments planned for the remainder of 2020 and all of 2021 respectively 
[20680/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Budget 2020 saw 
the Government continue its commitment to mental health by increasing funding by €39 mil-
lion to €1.026 billion.  This represents an increase of over €315 m since 2012, or 45%.

€13 m of the 2020 funding increase is for the continued roll-out of new developments in 
2020, including  the new National Forensic Hospital in Portrane and progression of the refreshed 
national mental health policy, Sharing the Vision - A Mental Health Policy for Everyone. 

Beyond 2020, proposed new developments will be assessed as part of the annual estimates 
process.

30/07/2020WRJJJ05900Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ060001393. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the annual funding provided and 
subsequently drawn down and spent on maintenance and upkeep of approved mental health 
units for 2018, 2019 and 2020 respectively [20681/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
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as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ06200Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ063001394. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce an emer-
gency fund for maintenance and repairs to tackle major issues in approved mental health centres 
identified in the recent Mental Health Commission inspection reports [20682/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRJJJ06500Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ066001395. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of cleaning pro-
vided at approved mental health centres across the state stipulating the unit in question and 
specifying if staff costs were for agency contract or in-house for the years 2019 and 2020 re-
spectively [20683/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ06800Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ069001396. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to pay for 
transport services for mental health service users to attend services and appointments by unit, 
LHO and CHO [20684/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ07100Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ072001397. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the percentage of relevant staff 
working in the mental health services that have received and completed Children First training 
[20685/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRJJJ07400Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRJJJ075001398. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the percentage of staff currently 
in place as they relate to recommended staffing levels laid down in A Vision for Change broken 
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down by service and profession and by CHO [20686/20]

30/07/2020WRJJJ07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRKKK00200Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRKKK003001399. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county; 
the average waiting times for appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20687/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRKKK00500Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRKKK006001400. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county; the average 
waiting times for appointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20688/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRKKK00800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRKKK009001401. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the CAMHS waiting list in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county; the average waiting 
time; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20689/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRKKK01100Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRKKK012001402. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for home care support in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county; the number of hours al-
located in each of the past 12 months, by county; the average number of hours granted to each 
successful applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20690/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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30/07/2020WRKKK01400Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRKKK015001403. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a colonoscopy at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; the number who have been 
waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20691/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRKKK01700Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRKKK018001404. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health  the number of persons await-
ing an endoscopy at Our Lady Of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; the number who have been 
waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, in tabular form; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [20692/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

30/07/2020WRKKK02000Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRKKK021001405. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
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Our Lady’s Hospital Navan; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time of the vacancy, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20693/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRKKK02300Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRKKK024001406. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a needs assessment in counties Laois, Offaly, Longford, Westmeath, Louth and Meath CHO8 
by county; the number who have been waiting less than three, three to six, six to 12 months and 
more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20694/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK025001407. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in counties Laois, Offaly, Longford, Westmeath, Louth 
and Meath CHO8, by county; the number who have been waiting less than three, three to six, 
six to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20695/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK026001408. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an occupational therapy appointment in counties Laois, Offaly, Longford, Westmeath, Louth 
and Meath CHO8 by county; the number who have been waiting less than three, three to six, 
six to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20696/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK027001413. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
counties Meath and Westmeath by county who are awaiting an appointment for early interven-
tion, by therapy; the number who are waiting less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20702/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1406, 1407, 1408 and 1413 together.

The Programme for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

 The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRKKK03100Respite Care Services

30/07/2020WRKKK032001409. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided to families in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county, over each of the past 12 
months; the number provided each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20698/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
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ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRKKK03400Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRKKK035001410. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of day care cen-
tres in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county, that have reopened; the number that will be 
reopened by September 2020; if centres will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20699/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK036001411. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county, that have 
submitted applications for funding to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date 
by his Department; the amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20700/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1410 and 1411 together.

As part of the overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public 
health advice, day service locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.
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The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections  . The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 4th service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections  

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRKKK03900Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRKKK040001412. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in counties Meath and Westmeath, by county; the average wait-
ing time for an appointment, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20701/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1413 answered with Question No. 1406.

30/07/2020WRKKK04300State Claims Agency

30/07/2020WRKKK044001414. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a sched-
ule of all active and settled legal cases the State Claims Agency is currently handling on behalf 
of the HSE in the past six years to date in 2020; the stage they are at; the general nature of the 
claim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20725/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a 
statutory remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negli-
gence, on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s) including the Health Service Execu-
tive. 

I have been informed by the SCA that the information contained within this document was 
extracted from the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as per the below criteria.

Criteria used   

- Table 1 shows the number of active claims at year end being managed by the State Claims 
Agency since 2015. 
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- Table 2 shows the number of claims resolved annually by the State Claims Agency since 
2015. 

- Table 3 and table 4 shows the number of active claims under management by the State 
Claims Agency by claim status and hazard category respectively. 

- Note, HSE  within this report relates to all Acute and Community enterprises, Section 38s, 
National Support Services and Disability sector. It does not contain any private schemes. 

- This report is correct as of 30/06/2020. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-30_pq-1414-30-7-20_en.pdf  “>Report</a>]

30/07/2020WRKKK04600Health Services Provision

30/07/2020WRKKK047001415. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department is pre-
paring to auction a nursing home (details supplied); his views on whether this is contrary to the 
purpose for which the land was donated in the 19th century; his further views on whether the 
rapid sale of a home in which 17 residents recently died as a result of Covid-19 is in poor taste; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20728/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of healthcare property estate including St. Brigid’s Nursing Home, 
Crooksling. They have advised that the possibility of St. Brigid’s Nursing Home, Crooksling 
being utilised as a health facility has been reviewed and there are a number of key issues which 
deem it not feasible to develop the building and site. These issues include the site location, the 
condition of the building fabric/ envelope and the lack of adequate mains services in the area

The HSE are obliged to apply the Protocol for the Intra State Transfer of State Property 
Assets and the Protocol for the Intra State Sharing of Property Assets. Under these protocols 
expressions of interest have been invited from relevant State Bodies/Stakeholders and Local 
Authorities. The Land Development Agency (LDA) has also been advised.  Pending the out-
come from this process, the intent would be to dispose of the asset in line with the HSE Property 
Protocol.

30/07/2020WRKKK04900Nursing Home Inspections

30/07/2020WRKKK050001416. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the date on which his De-
partment, the HSE or both were first notified of concerns at a nursing home (details supplied); 
the person or body that raised the concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20732/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK051001417. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if he has received reports 
from HIQA or the HSE in respect of the care provided for a person (details supplied) at a nurs-
ing home; and if so, the way in which he plans to proceed [20733/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1416 and 1417 together.

With regard to the nursing home in question, I have been advised that information was first 
received by the HSE on 01 April 2020 from the advocacy agency SAGE by way of a notice 
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of concern which was primarily addressed to HIQA.  On 04 June, a Ministerial representation 
was submitted by you to the Department.  On foot of this correspondence, Department officials 
wrote to HIQA and the HSE in June to notify them of concerns raised and to request that they 
take any action deemed necessary. 

HIQA has advised that the Stage 1 (draft) inspection report is currently being finalised 
and thereafter will be issued to the registered provider in line with HIQA standard operating 
procedures. Officials in my Department have requested that HIQA communicates the outcome 
of their engagement with the nursing home to the family concerned. The final report will be 
provided to my Department.  

30/07/2020WRKKK05400Assisted Human Reproduction

30/07/2020WRKKK055001418. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if he will consider a review of 
the regulations for the intracytoplasmic sperm treatment process for young couples in view of 
the fact that the cost of such treatment is increasing and becoming unaffordable and is causing 
immense financial burden on couples who are desperate to have a child. [20765/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK056001419. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if he will take into account the 
financial burden young couples are facing due to unregulated treatment through the intracyto-
plasmic sperm treatment process; and if he will review the tax relief couples can claim for the 
cost of such treatment in line with the drugs payment scheme with a view to increasing these 
allowances, which would alleviate the high costs of such treatment. [20766/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1418 
and 1419 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, currently there is no specific legislation in Ireland governing 
assisted human reproduction (AHR), although there is limited existing regulation relating to 
certain aspects of the AHR area.   

Given the lack of specific regulation in this area, the Government approved the drafting of 
a bill on AHR and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the 
Assisted Human Reproduction Bill.  This comprehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation 
encompasses the regulation, for the first time, of a wide range of practices, such as advanced 
AHR treatments like in-vitro fertilisation (IVF) and intra-cytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI).   

The General Scheme also provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory au-
thority for AHR, and a number of the main envisaged functions of this body relate to the li-
censing of AHR treatment providers and ensuring their compliance with the provisions of the 
legislation.   

The drafting of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill is ongoing by my officials, in con-
junction with the Office of the Attorney General.  It is not possible at this time to give definitive 
timelines for the completion of the draft Bill, its subsequent passage through the Houses of the 
Oireachtas, or its enactment.  However, the enactment of the Bill is included in the Programme 
for Government.   

Interlinked with the legislation, a model of care for infertility has been developed by my 
Department and the HSE, which will ensure that infertility issues will be addressed through the 
public health system at the lowest level of clinical intervention necessary.  It will comprise three 
stages, starting in primary care (i.e., GPs) and extending into secondary (i.e., Regional Fertility 
Hubs) and then, where necessary, tertiary care (i.e., IVF, ICSI and other advanced AHR treat-
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ments).  Structured referral pathways will be put in place and patients will be referred onwards 
for further investigations or treatment as required and as clinically appropriate. 

Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care is underway this year and has been focused 
on building up services at secondary level, specifically by the development of Regional Fertil-
ity Hubs.  It is intended that Phase Two of the roll-out will include the introduction of tertiary 
infertility services, including IVF and ICSI, in the public health system.

While AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish public health service, a defined 
list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Ar-
rangements administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High Tech Arrangements are 
prescribed by a consultant/specialist and the cost of the medicines is then covered by either a 
Medical Card or the Drugs Payment Scheme.  Given the costs associated with some fertility 
medicines, these schemes have a material impact on the total cost of AHR treatment for those 
who avail of them.   

Finally, and as referred to by the Deputy, there is other support available in that patients who 
access ICSI treatment privately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief 
for medical expenses scheme.  Generally, this relief can be claimed at the standard tax rate of 
20%.  Taxation policy overall is a matter for the Minister for Finance.

30/07/2020WRKKK05900Departmental Expenditure

30/07/2020WRKKK060001420. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the payments for services or goods 
by his Department to a company (details supplied) since 2015. [20778/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has paid a total of 
€269.01 for services or goods to the specified company since 2015.

This payment relates to catering services for the Healthy Ireland Survey 2015 launch, which 
occurred on 7 October 2015, in the GPO.

30/07/2020WRKKK06200Covid-19 Pandemic

30/07/2020WRKKK063001421. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the procedures in place for 
workplaces having to close following an outbreak of Covid-19. [20840/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would like to draw the Deputy’s at-
tention to the “Return to Work Safely Protocol - COVID-19 Specific National Protocol for 
Employers and Workers” which was published on 9 May, 2020 by the Minister for Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation. It provides clear guidance to employers and to workers on the mea-
sures that must be taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace. 

The Protocol is mandatory, and it applies to all workplaces right across the economy. 

Specific sectors may need to introduce additional safeguards, but this document sets out the 
standard set of measures to provide protection against the threat of COVID-19. It is a matter 
for the employer to make decisions relating to actions to be taken in the event of an outbreak 
of Covid-19 in a workplace. This should be described in the COVID-19 Response Plan to be 
developed by all employers and which is a requirement of the Protocol. In addition, the relevant 
HSE department of public health HSE will also be available to assist and advise employers as 
to the appropriate steps that should be taken if such an outbreak occurs, given the particular 
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circumstances of the site in question. 

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is tasked with providing advice and support to 
employers and employees on what and how COVID-19 measures are applied in the workplace. 
Guidance on the Protocol should be sought from the HSA Helpline which can be contacted at 
1890 289 389 or wcu@hsa.ie.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 
has published a range of guidance on COVID-19 documents for contractors, employers and 
employees. These guidance documents are available on the HPSC website at https://www.hpsc.
ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/employersemployeesguidance/  .

Public health advice in operation at a point in time is available on the Government website 
at http://www.gov.ie/  

30/07/2020WRKKK06500Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRKKK066001422. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if he will produce a definitive 
timeline for the reopening of adult day care services for those with a disability (details sup-
plied). [20849/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
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is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections  . The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 04 service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections  

30/07/2020WRKKK06800Vaccination Programme

30/07/2020WRKKK069001423. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the advice from the EU Commission to member states to commence the flu vaccination pro-
gramme early in view of the pressure on health systems due to Covid 19; and his views on this 
advice. [20864/20]

30/07/2020WRKKK07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am aware of the recent advice from the 
European Commission to member states which presents the immediate short-term measures to 
strengthen EU health preparedness for COVID-19 outbreaks, including activities to reduce the 
burden of seasonal influenza.   

To mitigate as much as possible the pressure on the health services that would result from a 
coincidence of the winter flu season and a resurgence of COVID-19, there will be an expanded 
provision of seasonal influenza vaccine this year.  All of those in the at-risk groups aged from 6 
months up, including healthcare workers, will be able to access the vaccination without charg-
es.  All children aged from 2 to 12 years inclusive will also have access to vaccination without 
charges.

The vaccination campaign for the 2020/2021 season will commence no later than October. 
The HSE has placed its orders for the vaccines and delivery is expected in mid–September 
when the vaccines will then be distributed to vaccinating sites across the country.   

This expanded programme will ensure that those most at risk and those most likely to re-
quire hospitalisation if they contract influenza, will have access to the vaccine without charges.  
The expansion will be accompanied by a comprehensive communications campaign to encour-
age the greatest possible take-up.

Vaccination Programme

1424. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of flu vaccines 
which have been secured for the upcoming flu season; the way in which this compares to the 
number in 2019; the estimated uptake figures for each target group; his views on the advis-
ability of a full population uptake programme in view of the pressure on hospitals as a result of 
Covid-19; and if he is satisfied that the current proposals are adequate. [20865/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): To mitigate as much as possible the 
pressure on the health services that would result from a coincidence of the winter flu season and 
a resurgence of COVID-19, there will be an expanded provision of seasonal influenza vaccine 
this year.  All of those in the at-risk groups aged from 6 months up, including healthcare work-
ers, will be able to access the vaccination without charges.  All children aged from 2 to 12 years 
inclusive will also have access to vaccination without charges.
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The expanded programme will ensure that those most vulnerable to the effects of influenza 
will have access to vaccination without charges. By providing vaccination to those most at-risk, 
and those most likely to require hospitalisation if they contract influenza, the programme will 
see a reduction in the number of influenza-related hospital admissions, as well as a reduction in 
the overall spread of influenza infections.

The HSE has placed orders for 1.35 million doses of the Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine for 
the forthcoming winter. This vaccine will be made available to all persons in an at-risk group 
from 6 months up, other than children aged from 2 to 12 years old inclusive. The HSE has also 
ordered 600,000 doses of the Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine, which is delivered via nasal 
drops rather than by injection and will be made available to all children aged from 2 to 12 years 
old inclusive.  Both orders have been confirmed by the manufacturers and deliveries will com-
mence from September.

The total quantity of vaccine ordered for the upcoming winter season is a substantial in-
crease on the 1.15 million doses of Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine which was contracted for 
purchase for the 2019/2020 winter season. It is difficult to accurately estimate the rate of vac-
cine uptake for the upcoming winter season, although a higher demand for the influenza vaccine 
than in previous years is anticipated due to the emergence of COVID-19. The quantities of vac-
cine ordered are expected to be sufficient to meet even this increased level of demand.

The approach taken to expanding the influenza vaccination programme for winter 2020/2021 
is in line with the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee, and represents a 
significant step forward in providing vaccination without charges.  The expansion will be ac-
companied by a comprehensive communications campaign to encourage the greatest possible 
take-up.

Dental Services 

1425. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
and adults on the dental appointment waiting list in County Clare; the average waiting times for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20875/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Dental Services 

1426. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
and adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in County Clare; the average waiting times for ap-
pointments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20876/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

1427. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the CAMHS waiting list in County Clare; the average waiting time; the number waiting more 
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than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20877/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

Home Care Packages

1428. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting homecare support in County Clare; the number of hours allocated in each of the past 
12 months in County Clare; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20878/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

Hospital Waiting Lists

1429. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting a colonoscopy in the University Hospital Limerick hospital group; the number waiting 
up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20879/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
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regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

Hospital Waiting Lists

1430. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting an endoscopy in the University Hospital Limerick hospital group; the number waiting 
up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 90 days, respectively in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20880/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-Covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
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Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy for UHL Hospital Group (Ennis General Hos-
pital; Nenagh Hospital; St. John’s Limerick; University Hospital Limerick) is outlined in the 
attached document.

UHL Hospital Group GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020
   0-1 Mth 411
   1-2 Mths 265
   2-3Mths 260
  +3 Mths 3673
Total 4609

Hospital Staff

1431. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies 
at the University Hospital Limerick hospital group; the grade of each vacancy; the length of 
time of each vacancy in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20881/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

Disability Services Data

1432. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting a needs assessment in CHO3 by county; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 
12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20882/20]

1434. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting an occupational therapy appointment in CHO3 by county; the number waiting less 
than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20884/20]

1439. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
County Clare awaiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the number waiting 
less than 6, 6 to 12, and more than 12 months, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20890/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1432, 1434 and 1439 together.
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As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Speech and Language Therapy

1433. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting a speech and language appointment in CHO3 by county; the number waiting less than 
3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20883/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government, Our 
Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children and adults with dis-
abilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better 
way. 

 The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1434 answered with Question No. 1432.

Respite Care Services

1435. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of respite 
hours provided to families in County Clare over each of the past 12 months; the number provid-
ed in each month since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20886/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Disability Services Data

1436. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of day care 
centres in County Clare that have now reopened; the number that will be reopened by Septem-
ber 2020; the number that will not be in a position to reopen by September 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20887/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of the overall effort to contain 
the spread of Covid-19 and in line with public health advice, day service locations closed in 
March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
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support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of Covid-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services is 
available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also issued 
monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet “Adult 
Disability Day Services and Covid-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at the above 
link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After 4 August service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

Disability Services Data

1437. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of day care 
centres for persons with intellectual disabilities in County Clare that have submitted applica-
tions for funding in order to reopen; the amount required; the amount allocated to date by his 
Department; the amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20888/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of Covid-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
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the HSE on 8 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections  . The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 04 service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections  

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

Ophthalmology Services

1438. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list for ophthalmology in County Clare; the average waiting time for an appoint-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20889/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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  Question No. 1439 answered with Question No. 1432.

Medicinal Products

1440. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay 
in rolling out Spinraza treatment to both children and adults; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20891/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility 
for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  

On 11 June 2019, the HSE Leadership Team approved access to the drug Nusinersen (Spin-
raza) for children with Spinal  Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Type I, II or III on an exceptional and 
individualised basis. 

The HSE decision process in relation to Spinraza involved a full Health Technology As-
sessment followed by detailed consideration by the HSE expert groups on new drug therapies, 
including the Technology Review Group for Rare Diseases and the Drugs Committee. Evidence 
of the clinical and cost effectiveness of this new drug therapy was also reviewed. 

The actual delivery of this medicine to approved patients in a safe and sustainable way re-
quires very specific and quite complex service arrangements to be put in place by Children’s 
Health Ireland (CHI) across all sites. 

It is estimated that 1-3 new children will be diagnosed with SMA Type 2 in Ireland each 
year. CHI has confirmed that there are currently 35 patients with SMA aged 18 years or under 
who are deemed clinically eligible for treatment with Spinraza by the Paediatric Neurologist in 
CHI. CHI has further confirmed that 19 patients are currently receiving Spinraza.  

However, other patients who are waiting to start treatment have been put on hold due to 
COVID-19.  CHI is currently working through the remaining patients and how they can be ac-
commodated in the midst of COVID-19 restrictions around social distancing.

CHI has confirmed that they have identified a small number of SMA patients whose cases 
are extremely complex as they have poor lung function.  The delivery of the drug to these 
patients will be potentially more complex and technically difficult and will require complex 
coordination by CHI.

Children’s Health Ireland is in a continuous engagement process with families regarding 
their child’s individual treatment plan for the administration of Spinraza as well as representa-
tives of the SMA Executive and Advocacy Group.

I wish to advise the Deputy that funding was provided in 2020 to develop the Spinraza ser-
vice, including the recruitment of additional staff.  A nursing coordinator, who will coordinate 
the services including communication with families, has been appointed and is commencing 
the end of July.  

Hospital Services

1441. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the position regarding radi-
ologists and laboratory departments regionally; the status of conducting and delivering the re-
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sults of MRI and CT scans regionally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20962/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that the Deputy has spoken 
to the Parliamentary Affairs Unit within my Department and will forward specific details to 
them of the information which he requires

Medical Cards

1442. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he address the issue of 
reviewing medical cards for terminally ill patients (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20963/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility for a medical card is assessed 
primarily on the basis of a financial assessment. The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need 
and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of 
illness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medi-
cal conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. The Expert Group also concluded 
that a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card.

However every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
his or her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult financial circumstances, such as 
extra costs arising from an illness.

It should also be noted that the HSE has a system in place for the provision of medical 
cards in response to emergency situations i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of ur-
gent or on-going medical care that they cannot afford and also for persons who are terminally ill 
and are receiving end of life treatment. These medical cards are issued within 24 hours of re-
ceipt of the required medical report and a completed application form from a healthcare profes-
sional. With the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency 
basis are valid for 6 months and will be followed up with a full means assessment application 
within a number of weeks.

As part of Budget 2020, the Government committed to undertake a review and extend ar-
rangements regarding the provision of emergency medical cards in cases of terminal illness. A 
review was subsequently commenced by the HSE Clinical Advisory Group (CAG) in Decem-
ber 2019. The work of the HSE   Clinical Advisory Group has recently concluded and a Report 
is being finalised.

Medicinal Products

1443. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if ionafornid 
treatment in the rare disease progeria will be licensed here; if the State will be providing the 
financial burden of hospitals providing such treatment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20964/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In Ireland, a medicine must receive a 
marketing authorisation before being placed on the market. Marketing authorisations may be 
granted nationally by the national competent authority (in Ireland this is the Health Products 
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Regulatory Authority) or by the European Commission, following a positive recommendation 
by the European Medicines Agency (EMA).

Lonafarnib is an investigational drug currently being studied for safety and efficacy for 
a number of conditions, including progeria syndrome. As such, Lonafarnib has yet to be ap-
proved for any condition. 

In December 2018, following an application by the sponsoring company and a recommen-
dation by the EMA, Lonafarnib was granted ‘orphan status’ by the European Commission, as 
a medicine which could potentially treat a rare disease such as progeria.  Sponsors who obtain 
orphan designation benefit from protocol assistance, a type of scientific advice specific for des-
ignated orphan medicines, and market exclusivity once the medicine is on the market.

In the EU, medicines for rare diseases such as progeria must be authorised by the European 
Commission under the ‘centralised procedure’. It is therefore not open to Irish authorities to 
grant a marketing authorisation for Lonafarnib.

In May 2020 a marketing authorisation application for Lonafarnib was submitted to the 
EMA on behalf of the Commission under an accelerated assessment procedure. Evaluating a 
marketing-authorisation application under the centralised procedure can take up to 210 days, 
not counting clock stops when applicants have to provide additional information. Accelerated 
assessment reduces the timeframe for the EMA to review the marketing-authorisation applica-
tion and can reduce the timeframe to 150 days, not including any clock stops. The EMA will 
follow the accelerated review timeline of the application and it will be up to the sponsoring 
company to respond promptly to requests for additional information or data to support its ap-
plication.

As the second part of the question is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Covid-19 Pandemic

1444. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will provide medical 
grade face masks for citizens of 60 years of age and over in addition to persons with significant 
health conditions that are medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20965/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging evidence as it arises and has provided ad-
vice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis.

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and
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- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance 

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments. 

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed before putting them on and taking them off. I do not 
have plans to provide face coverings at this time. They are readily available in retail outlets and 
online. Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecov-
erings and the HSE website.

On 15 June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national com-
munications campaign which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail out-
lets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19)(Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering.

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication  

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. 

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse“ provisions will apply .

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
and the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can as-
sure you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review 
by the NPHET. The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the NPHET has also been proactively 
examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the issue of face coverings. The EAG 
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has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority to prepare a revised and updated 
evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed that this paper is expected to be 
finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings  

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html 

Ministerial Meetings

1445. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if details of the meetings 
and correspondence he has had with a body (details supplied) will be published; if advice he 
received from the officials in his Department and HIQA in relation to same will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20966/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Department 
has had continuous and ongoing engagement with the stakeholder referenced and the Health 
Information and Quality Authority during 2020.  

As a key stakeholder, I intend to maintain positive engagements with this representative 
body as we continue the ongoing response to COVID-19. 

The extensive engagements to date have related to issues such as visiting guidance, staffing, 
PPE, testing and related matters to the COVID-19 pandemic and nursing homes. 

In May the Department published records provided to the Oireachtas Special Committee on 
the COVID-19 Response relating to engagements with this body and these records are available 
on the Department’s website. 

Vaccination Programme

1446. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the flu vac-
cine free of charge to all persons that request it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20984/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): To mitigate as much as possible the 
pressure on the health services that would result from a coincidence of the winter flu season and 
a resurgence of COVID-19, there will be an expanded provision of seasonal influenza vaccine 
this year.  All of those in the at-risk groups aged from 6 months up, including healthcare work-
ers, will be able to access the vaccination without charges.  All children aged from 2 to 12 years 
inclusive will also have access to vaccination without charges.  

The expanded programme will ensure that those most vulnerable to the effects of influenza 
will have access to vaccination without charges. By providing vaccination to those most at-risk, 
and those most likely to require hospitalisation if they contract influenza, the programme will 
see a reduction in the number of influenza-related hospital admissions, as well as a reduction in 
the overall spread of influenza infections.

This approach is in line with the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Commit-
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tee, and represents a significant step forward in providing vaccination without charges.  The 
expansion will be accompanied by a comprehensive communications campaign to encourage 
the greatest possible take-up.

Proposed Legislation

1447. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health his plans to bring the patient 
safety Bill to Cabinet with a view to passing it as soon as possible; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20986/20]

30/07/2020WRLLL07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient 
Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 provides the legislative framework for a number of important pa-
tient safety issues, including the mandatory open disclosure of a list of notifiable patient safety 
incidents and the notification of same externally to the Health Information and Quality Author-
ity, Chief Inspector of Social Services and the Mental Health Commission, as appropriate, to 
contribute to national learning and system-wide improvements. This mandatory requirement 
for open disclosure will ensure that patients and their families receive appropriate timely infor-
mation in relation to an incident that may have occurred in relation to their care.  

 The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 will also bring the private 
hospitals within the remit of the Health Act 2007. The relevant provisions extend the remit of 
the Health Information and Quality Authority, allowing it to set standards for the operation of 
private hospitals, to monitor compliance with them and to undertake inspections and investiga-
tions as required. The Bill also contains provisions to support clinical audit within the health 
service.

 The Bill was introduced into Dáil Éireann on the 12 December 2019 and passed Second 
Stage in the Dáil and is due to go to Dáil Committee Stage.  The Bill is a Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment and it is my intention is to restore the Bill to the order paper.  Following 
Dáil Committee stage, the Bill will be progressed to Dáil Report Stage and will then go through 
all Stages in the  Seanad.    

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 is also part of the broader 
programme of legislative and policy initiatives to improve the ability of the health service to 
anticipate, identify, respond to patient safety issues and improve the quality and safety of health 
services for patients. Creating a culture of open disclosure and learning from the things that go 
wrong is the bedrock of making services safer.

Health Screening Programmes

1448. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in 
implementing the recommendations of the Scally report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20987/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The implementation plan for the recom-
mendations of the Scoping Inquiry into the CervicalCheck Screening Programme (Scally Re-
port) was approved by Government on 11 December 2018. The implementation plan contains 
170 actions. At the end of Q1 2020, 137 of the 170 identified actions were completed. 

I fully support the full implementation of the recommendations of Dr Scally and am com-
mitted to publishing a quarterly progress report against the recommendations on the Depart-
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ment of Health website.  There has been significant progress by all parties to date and my 
Department engages on an ongoing basis with the HSE and the National Cancer Registry to 
oversee implementation of the recommendations.

The Department will soon publish the Q2 2020 report.

30/07/2020WRMMM00200Health Screening Programmes

30/07/2020WRMMM003001449. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a new in-
dependently chaired steering committee to oversee CervicalCheck; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20988/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The CervicalCheck Steering Committee 
was established in June 2018 to provide oversight and assurance on the implementation of key 
decisions taken by Government in relation to CervicalCheck and to work to ensure a sustainable 
and effective cervical screening programme in the interests of women’s health. The Committee 
is chaired by my Department and membership includes senior officials from my Department 
and the HSE, clinicians and patient advocates and representatives.

The Committee met in February 2020 and has not met since due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

The implementation plan for the recommendations of the Scoping Inquiry into the Cervical-
Check Screening Programme (Scally Report) was approved by Government on 11 December 
2018. The implementation plan contains 170 actions. At the end of Q1 2020, 137 of the 170 
identified actions were completed. The Department of Health will soon publish the Q2 2020 
report.

I fully support the full implementation of the recommendations of Dr Scally’s Report and 
am committed to publishing a quarterly progress report against the recommendations on the 
Department of Health website.  

As outlined, the Department is currently in the process of compiling the Q2 2020 report 
which will review progress on implementation against the Scally Report recommendations and 
I have asked that a further meeting of the Steering Committee be convened in that context.  I 
intend to appoint an independent chair to that group, as soon as a suitable candidate can be 
identified. 

30/07/2020WRMMM00500Prescriptions Charges

30/07/2020WRMMM006001450. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will sign off on the agreed 
reduction in prescription charges for medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20989/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of Budget 2020, the previous 
Government agreed that GMS prescription charges would be reduced by €0.50c for all medical 
card holders. Accordingly, the charge would be reduced by €0.50c to €1 per item for persons 
aged over 70 years, and by €0.50c to €1.50 for persons under 70. The maximum monthly charge 
would also be reduced to €10 and €15 respectively. The full year cost of implementing these 
measures is estimated at €25 million; a cost of €10 million for the over 70 cohort and €15 mil-
lion for the under 70 cohort.  
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I am consulting with my government colleagues on these proposals.

30/07/2020WRMMM00800Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRMMM009001451. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in County Kildare; the average waiting times for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20990/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM01100Dental Services 

30/07/2020WRMMM012001452. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the orthodontic waiting lists in County Kildare; the average waiting times for appoint-
ments; the number who are waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20991/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRMMM01400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRMMM015001453. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on the CAMHS waiting list in County Kildare; the average waiting time; the number waiting 
more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20992/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM01700Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRMMM018001454. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
homecare support in County Kildare; the total number of hours allocated in each of the past 12 
months in County Kildare; the average number of hours granted to each successful applicant; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20993/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM02000Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRMMM021001455. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in Portlaoise Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more 
than 90 days in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20994/20]
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30/07/2020WRMMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM02300Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRMMM024001456. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a colonoscopy in Naas Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 
90 days in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20995/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 
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The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning colonoscopies, as this is 
a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM02600Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRMMM027001457. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an endoscopy in Portlaoise Hospital; the number that have been waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 
60 to 90 and more than 90 days in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20996/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
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auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

Midlands Regional Hospital Portlaoise GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020
   0-1 Mth 59
   1-2 Mths 24
   2-3Mths 11
  +3 Mths 534
Total 628

30/07/2020WRMMM02900Hospital Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRMMM030001458. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an endoscopy in Naas Hospital; the number waiting up to 30, 30 to 60, 60 to 90 and more than 
90 days in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20997/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
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cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. Further detail 
regarding the phases of service resumption are contained in the HSE’s ‘A Safe Return to Health 
Services’ document, published on their website on 22 July.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In relation to endoscopy services, a national programme was established in mid-2016 to 
coordinate several activities to improve endoscopy services. The Endoscopy Programme is 
housed within the Acute Operations Division of the HSE and the programme is overseen by 
the National Endoscopy Steering Group. The programme team consists of a Clinical Lead, 
Training Lead, Nurse Lead and Programme Manager. The team are supported by the National 
Endoscopy Working Group.

The aim of the programme is to improve the delivery of endoscopy services across all Hos-
pital Groups.

The Endoscopy data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.

Naas General Hospital GI Scopes Waiting List June 2020
   0-1 Mth 225
   1-2 Mths 37
   2-3Mths 42
  +3 Mths 1293
Total 1597

30/07/2020WRMMM03200Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRMMM033001459. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at Port-
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laoise Hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time each vacancy has been unfilled in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20998/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM03500Hospital Staff

30/07/2020WRMMM036001460. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies at 
Naas Hospital; the grade of each vacancy; the length of time each vacancy has been unfilled in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20999/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRMMM03800Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRMMM039001461. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a needs assessment in CHO7; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21000/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM040001462. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
a speech and language appointment in CHO area 7; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 
to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21001/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM041001468. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in Coun-
ty Kildare that are currently waiting an appointment for early intervention by therapy; the num-
ber waiting less than 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21007/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1461, 1462 and 1468 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRMMM04400Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRMMM045001463. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing an occupational therapy appointment in CHO7; the number waiting less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 
to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21002/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRMMM04700Respite Care Services
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30/07/2020WRMMM048001464. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours pro-
vided to families in County Kildare over each of the past 12 months; the number that has been 
provided in each month since March 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21003/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

30/07/2020WRMMM05000Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRMMM051001465. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of day care centres 
in County Kildare that have reopened; the number that will be reopened by September 2020; 
if any will not be in a position to reopen by that date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21004/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 8th July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
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is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections  . The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 04 service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections   

As the Deputy’s question refers to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct response to the Deputy. 

30/07/2020WRMMM05300Disability Services Provision

30/07/2020WRMMM054001466. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of day-care centres 
for persons with intellectual disabilities in County Kildare that have submitted applications for 
funding in order to reopen; the total amount required; the total amount allocated to date by the 
Department; the total amount that will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21005/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day ser-
vice locations closed in March. 

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 08 July 2020. 

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections  . The HSE have also 
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issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.  

An information portal that will contain the dates on which the 966 disability day service 
locations will reopen around the country is being developed. After August 04 service users and 
families will be able to access this information on www.hse.ie/newdirections   

It has been recognised that additional costs may arise for service providers in providing 
safe services. To date, Government has approved COVID 19 Pandemic Health service fund-
ing of €2bn. The aim of this funding is to support investment necessary to address COVID 19, 
to mitigate risk of the spread of COVID 19 and to facilitate the provision of health and social 
care services against the backdrop of COVID 19. The HSE is in the process of reviewing and 
validating business cases from disability services providers for additional funding to support 
the reopening of services.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.  

30/07/2020WRMMM05600Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRMMM057001467. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in County Kildare in tabular form; the average waiting time for 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21006/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 1468 answered with Question No. 1461.

30/07/2020WRMMM06000Departmental Advertising

30/07/2020WRMMM061001469. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his Department has carried out 
advertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes being implemented by same; if so, 
if he will provide the details of the campaign or relevant programme; the cost of advertising in 
publications, broadcast advertising, outdoor advertising; the cost of consultancy or production 
costs in each of the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21030/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has produced five ad-
vertising campaigns to promote policies or programmes for the period of time in question. 

The Healthy Ireland awareness campaign 2018 sought to encourage people to make positive 
lifestyle choices to improve their physical and mental health. The campaign was built around 
the three themes of Eat Well, Think Well, Be Well and provided links to our partners for sup-
port and information to help people make those healthier choices. The total expenditure by my 
Department on this campaign was €400,564.40.

The Healthy Ireland awareness campaign 2019 helped to build this brand and support the 
greater work of Healthy Ireland and its partners. My Department positioned Healthy Ireland as 
the place to go where all the trusted information on health and wellbeing is in one place. The 
total expenditure by my Department on this campaign was €661,021.35.   
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On 16 March 2020, in response to COVID-19, my Department acknowledged the importance 
of people maintaining their wellbeing to help them push through this unprecedented outbreak 
and the months that follow. With regards to this, a national wellbeing initiative was launched in 
April. The Healthy Ireland team in my Department, together with the HSE and Government In-
formation Systems (GIS), led the collaborative development and delivery of the Government’s 
COVID-19 wellbeing campaign ‘In This Together’ to promote cross-Departmental resources 
and initiatives to support health and wellbeing during this challenging time. The cost of this 
campaign thus far is €1,086,377.96

Also during the ongoing pandemic, my Department has produced a TV campaign to promote 
safe shopping habits during the COVID-19 crisis. It was run across RTÉ One, Virgin Media 
One and TG4 in April and May of this year. The total cost of this campaign was €114,965.33. 

Finally, my Department produced a radio ad campaign to promote awareness of the intro-
duction of regulations making completion of the COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form com-
pulsory. The campaign was launched on 28 May and ran for two weeks across more than 30 
radio stations including national, regional and local broadcasters. The cost of this ad campaign 
was €143,405.81. 

30/07/2020WRMMM06300Speech and Language Therapy

30/07/2020WRMMM064001470. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if speech and language 
and other therapy will be restored to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21053/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte):  

The Programme for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

 The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRMMM06600Health Services Provision

30/07/2020WRMMM067001471. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No.1085 of 14 July 2020, if the proposed or anticipated use of the land and buildings 
is in accordance with the wishes of the benefactor and the contract and relevant deeds arising 
therefrom when the property was originally gifted to the local community for their use and en-
joyment; if the response to the parliamentary question carried all the information available in 
regard to the future or proposed use of the buildings and lands at the time of the composition 
of the reply; if consideration will to be given to the submission put forward by the local com-
munity to the effect that the property might continue to be used as a public nursing home, retire-
ment home, care community support centre or similar use which might have been anticipated 
by the benefactors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21054/20]
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30/07/2020WRMMM06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the management of the public healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

30/07/2020WRMMM06900National Children’s Hospital

30/07/2020WRMMM070001472. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
national children’s hospital project continues in line with the original contract and specification; 
the estimated costs associated with the project in the current and subsequent years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21059/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

30/07/2020WRMMM07200Hospital Facilities

30/07/2020WRMMM073001473. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress 
in relation to the next development phase of Naas General Hospital with particular reference to 
oncology and endoscopy and other facilities; if the necessary funding will be made available in 
the course of the current and future years to meet the cost of the project in full; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21061/20]

30/07/2020WRMMM07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery and management of healthcare infrastructure.  

The HSE has advised the draft Capital Plan for 2020 is under review in the context of the 
Covid19 Pandemic and funding has been provided to progress the Day Procedures/Endoscopy, 
Oncology and Physical Therapy Unit at Naas General Hospital in 2020. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

30/07/2020WRNNN00200Home Care Packages

30/07/2020WRNNN003001474. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which homec-
are packages are likely to be enhanced to ensure best possible treatment for vulnerable age 
groups throughout the winter months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21066/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible

30/07/2020WRNNN00500Podiatry Services
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30/07/2020WRNNN006001475. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care as of 30 July 2020 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[21067/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRNNN00800Ophthalmology Services

30/07/2020WRNNN009001476. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a ophthalmology appointment in primary care as of 30 July 2020 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[21068/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN01100Audiology Services

30/07/2020WRNNN012001477. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care as of 30 July 2020 or the lat-
est date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[21069/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN01400HSE Waiting Lists

30/07/2020WRNNN015001478. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care as of 30 July 2020 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[21070/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN016001482. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
physiotherapy waiting list in each local health area as of 30 July 2020 or latest date available in 
tabular form; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number 
waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [21076/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1478 
and 1482 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN01800Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRNNN019001479. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of residential plac-
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es for persons with a disability being provided as of 30 July 2020 or the latest date available by 
CHO area in tabular form. [21073/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.   

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

30/07/2020WRNNN02100Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRNNN022001480. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new emergency 
places provided to persons with a disability as of 30 July 2020, by LHO are in tabular form. 
[21074/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.   

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN02400Disability Services Data

30/07/2020WRNNN025001481. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children as of 30 
July 2020 or the latest date available that were awaiting a first assessment from the HSE under 
the Disability Act 2005 for each LHO area in tabular form. [21075/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN026001483. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy assessment waiting list in each local health area as of 30 July 2020 
or latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 
12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. 
[21077/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN027001484. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list in each local health area as of 30 July 
2020 or latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more 
than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 and more than 18 years of age. [21078/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN028001485. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list in each local health area as of 30 
July 2020 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 
and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 and more than 18 years of age. 
[21079/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1481 and 1483 to 1485, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
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deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 1482 answered with Question No. 1478.

  Question No. 1483 to 1485, inclusive, answered with Question No. 1481.

30/07/2020WRNNN03400Occupational Therapy

30/07/2020WRNNN035001486. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy first time assessment waiting list in each local health area as of 30 July 
2020 or the latest date available in tabular for; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more 
than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years 
of age [21080/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN03700Counselling Services

30/07/2020WRNNN038001487. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care as of 30 July 2020 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks.; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21081/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN04000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRNNN041001488. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment as of 30 July 
2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more 
than 52 weeks. [21082/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN04300Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRNNN044001489. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment as of 30 July 2020 or the latest date available; 
and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. [21083/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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30/07/2020WRNNN04600Mental Health Services

30/07/2020WRNNN047001490. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admit-
ted to adult mental health units to date in 2020. [21084/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN04900Home Help Service

30/07/2020WRNNN050001491. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours being provided in each LHO area as of 30 July 2020 or the latest date available; the way 
in which this compares to target in each LHO for the same time period; the number of persons 
currently on the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area in tabular form; and the 
number waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 months. [21085/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

30/07/2020WRNNN05200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

30/07/2020WRNNN053001492. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
placement under the fair deal scheme as of 30 July 2020 or the latest date available; the average 
waiting time; the number of persons currently awaiting placement under the scheme in each 
LHO in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. [21086/20]

30/07/2020WRNNN05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible


