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  Questions Nos. 1 to 3, inclusive, answered orally.  

  Questions Nos. 4 to 12, inclusive, resubmitted.  

  Questions Nos. 13 to 25, inclusive, answered orally.  

Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRA0060026. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén céimeanna atá glactha aici chun cuidiú le Údarás na Gaeltachta teacht tríd an géar-
rchéim Covid-19 agus an easpa maoine atá ortha le breis is 10 mbliana.  [17296/20]

22/07/2020WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): I dtús báire, is mian liom a chur in iúl don Teachta go bhfuil soláthar iomlán 
de €23.652m curtha ar fáil ag mo Roinn d’Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2020. Baineann €10m den 
soláthar seo le buiséad caipitil na heagraíochta chun fostaíocht a chruthú agus is ionann sin agus 
méadú de bhreis agus 11% le hais an tsoláthair a bhí ann anuraidh.

Tá €200,000 breise in airgead reatha á chur ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2020 le dáil-
eadh ar na heagraíochtaí pobalbhunaithe agus na comharchumainn Ghaeltachta. Is ionann seo 
agus ardú 25% le 3 bliana anuas ar an gciste seo. Fágann sé sin go bhfuil soláthar iomlán de 
€4.05m ar fáil don Údarás in 2020 le dáileadh ar na heagraíochtaí pobalbhunaithe agus na com-
harchumainn Ghaeltachta.  

Ba chóir a thabhairt faoi deara go bhfuil maoiniú breise de €3m á chur ar fail ag mo Ro-
inn don Údarás in 2020 maidir le gníomhaíochtaí pleanála teanga i dteannta le €350,000 le 
haghaidh gníomhaíochtaí cultúrtha.

Sa bhreis air sin ar fad, tá ciste suas le €10.484m san iomlán curtha ar fáil don Údarás faoin 
gCiste um Athghiniúint agus Forbairt Tuaithe, chomh maith leis an gCiste um Forbairt Fion-
traíochta Réigiúnaí le dhá bhliain anuas. 

Is mian liom an Teach a chur ar an eolas go raibh an leibhéal is mó fostaíochta le 11 bliain 
i gcliantchomhlachtaí Údarás na Gaeltachta sa bhliain 2019.  Cruthaíodh 593 post nua lánaim-
seartha - rud a chiallaigh glanmhéadú de 219 post lánaimseartha.  D’fhág sé seo go raibh 7,844 
post lánaimseartha i gcliantchomhlachtaí an Údaráis ag deireadh na bliana 2019.

Ó thárla géarchéim COVID-19, bíonn teagmháil leanúnach ag oifigigh mo Roinne le hoifi-
gigh Údarás na Gaeltachta faoin tionchar a d’fhéadfadh an ghéarchéim a imirt ar chliantchom-
halachtaí na heagraíochta. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Cúpla seachtain ó shin, d’fhógair mo Roinn go mbeadh rochtain ag cliantchomhlachtaí 
Údarás na Gaeltachta ar réimse iomlán tacaíochtaí faoin gCiste Cothaithe Fiontair agus €5 mil-
liún breise ar fáil i mbliana mar thús don eagraíocht, le hathbhreithniú le bheith déanta ar a cuid 
riachtanas roimh dheireadh na bliana.  Cinntíonn sé seo go mbeidh rochtain ag fiontair Ghael-
tachta ar an gCiste €180m Cothaithe Fiontair, atá á riar ag na háisíneachtaí Stáit le cúramaí fion-
traíochta, faoi mar a aontaíodh ag an Roinn Fiontair, Gnó agus Nuálaíochta leis an Coimisiún 
Eorpacha faoin gcreat sealadach cúnaimh Stáit.

Tagann sé seo sna sála ar mhaoiniú breise de €0.6m a fógraíodh d’Údarás na Gaeltachta 
cúpla seachtain roimhe sin chun an Scéime Trádála Ar Líne a fheidhmiú sa Ghaeltacht.  Is 
mar thoradh ar an gcomhoibriú leanúnach idir mo Roinn agus Údaras na Gaeltachta agus na 
ranna agus áisíneachtaí ábhartha eile Stáit atá na tacaíochtaí praiticiúla seo curtha ar fáil do 
ghnólachtaí atá buailte de bharr Covid-19.

Is féidir a bheith cinnte de go leanfaidh mé orm chun gach deis a thapú le cabhrú tuilleadh 
leis an obair fhónta atá ar bun ag an Údarás ar leas na Gaeltachta.     Question No. 27 answered 
with Question No. 20.  

Turf Cutting

22/07/2020WRA0080028. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the relocation of turfcutters; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17117/20]

22/07/2020WRA00900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): Significant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the 
protection of Ireland’s raised bog special areas of conservation and natural heritage areas within 
the framework of the EU Habitats Directive, including the establishment of a long-term com-
pensation scheme for affected turf cutters. This cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme, 
established in 2011, is comprised of a payment of €1,500 per annum, index-linked, for 15 years, 
or relocation, where feasible, to a non-designated bog, together with a legal agreement payment 
of €500. 

280 applicants under this scheme have applied for and are awaiting relocation to a non-des-
ignated bog. The relocation of turf cutters is a complex process. Notwithstanding this, progress 
in relocation has been achieved in a number of cases. 101 turf cutters from 12 different raised 
bog designated sites have been relocated to non-designated bogs. Another 5 sites are at various 
stages of development as relocation bogs. These could potentially accommodate up to 39 turf 
cutters.  

For certain designated sites, where the relocation of turf cutters has not been feasible, the 
15 years of annual payments under the cessation of turf cutting compensation schemes (less 
any annual payments or the value of turf deliveries already received under the scheme) has 
been made available in the form of a lump sum to these turf cutters. So far, 71 turf cutters have 
availed of this option from 14 raised bog special areas of conservation and 2 raised bog natural 
heritage areas.

In addition, within the framework of the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conserva-
tion Management Plan 2017-2022, the Department is considering the available options in terms 
of relocation and the provisions of the Habitats Directive to provide for domestic turf cutting 
within certain areas of raised bog special areas of conservation. 14 sites are under consideration 
for the application of article 6 of the Directive. 
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Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRA0100029. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
need for supports for the country and Irish music industry and Irish artists following Covid-19 
will be addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16588/20]

22/07/2020WRA0110030. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the sta-
tus of measures being introduced to support small theatres which have experienced significant 
disruption due to Covid-19. [17282/20]

22/07/2020WRA01200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 29 and 30 together.

My Department has been engaged with a wide range of stakeholders in relation to the impact 
of COVID-19.  These have include both the traditionally subsidised arts and also commercial 
entertainment interests.  In respect of the former, primary support for the arts in Ireland is deliv-
ered by the Arts Council, which is independent in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003.

The House is aware that in June, an additional €20m was allocated to the Arts Council, 
bringing its 2020 allocation to €100m. The Houses of the Oireachtas voted the Supplemen-
tary Estimate through earlier this month.  The Arts Council has indicated that it will allocate 
a significant portion of the additional funding to bursaries and commissions to artists and arts 
organisations over the coming weeks and months.  

In the meantime, my Department has supported a range of initiatives to bring cultural and 
creative content to the public during the period of restrictions. These include Culture Ireland’s 
Ireland Performs initiative, Other Voices Courage, Criunniú na nÓg, as well as the Hot Press 
Lockdown Sessions.  These initiatives employed artists, musicians performing live as well as 
technicians and crew.

On the broad level of supports, in order to help many sectors including the Irish music and 
events industry to overcome the unprecedented challenges posed by Covid-19, the Government 
has put in place a package of supports  that includes direct grants, low-cost loans, the write-off 
of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities.  A number of universal supports in place for 
all sectors including the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme for employers which has been ex-
tended to 31 August.  The Pandemic Unemployment Payment has been extended to 10 August. 
In addition to these there are jobseekers benefit and jobseekers assistance schemes as well as 
Jobseekers Assistance for Self-Employed Artists.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment that the Government will publish 
a series of actions to support the economy through the recently published July stimulus. In this 
context, the Government will, among other things, consider further additional measures that 
may be need to support a number of sectors including the arts and culture sector .

In addition, I will shortly appoint a taskforce for the recovery of arts and culture sector, 
including music.  

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRA0130031. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht if she will consider additional supports for local communities to hold replace-
ment events in view of the cancellation of a number of festivals and other cultural events in 
counties Carlow and Kilkenny in recent months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17283/20]

22/07/2020WRA01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): My De-
partment runs a Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme. Funding available 
under this scheme is typically capped at €5,000. Full details of the scheme are available on 
my Department’s website (https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-and-funding/small-scale-
local-festivals-summer-schools). Applications for 2020 closed on 24th April 2020 and details 
of allocations may be also be found on the website (https://www.chg.gov.ie/minister-madigan-
announces-funding-for-small-scale-local-festivals-and-summer-schools-2/).

There were no applications from County Carlow or County Kilkenny to my Department’s 
2020 Small Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme.

The Arts Council fund a number of festivals in the county of Clare under its Festival invest-
ment scheme. All funding decisions can also be viewed on the Arts Council website (http://
www.artscouncil.ie/funding-decisions/).  Below is the list of festivals that the Arts Council 
funded in Counties Carlow and Kilkenny in 2019 under its programme Festival investment 
scheme.

The Borris House Festival of Writing and Ideas - €10,000

Scoil na gCláirseach Festival of Early Irish Harp - €8,250

It is important to note that under the Arts Act, the Arts Council is statutorily independent in 
its funding decisions, therefore neither I nor my officials have any input into this funding.

Fáilte Ireland provide support to large scale festivals and participative events through its 
National Programme. At the start of the Covid crisis Fáilte Ireland immediately paid 50% of the 
festivals agreed funding within this programme. Fáilte Ireland is working with these festivals to 
establish whether or not the festival will go ahead and where appropriate develop revised pro-
gramming. The remainder of the funding will be provided based on these revised programmes. 

Fáilte Ireland also administer a Regional Festivals programme and funding under this initia-
tive has been paid in full to the local authorities. It also runs an innovation programme for new 
festivals but this programme has temporarily been suspended and no new applications are being 
considered at present.

Film Industry

22/07/2020WRA0150032. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of trainees in the live action film sector who qualified and were accredited 
as a result of such training; the categories; the number of trainees who are now employees of 
film production companies in receipt of public funding; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17395/20]

22/07/2020WRA01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The Gov-
ernment supports the continued growth of the audiovisual industry and considers skills devel-
opment as a key facet of this growth. Recent years have seen a firm focus on skills development 
and career progression rather than on training.  Section 481 tax relief requires beneficiaries to 
provide opportunities for training and skills development in the course of production. Changes 
were made to the administration of Section 481 in April 2019 and Screen Skills Ireland now 
has a role in assessing certain ‘Skills Development Plans’ required as part of the section 481 
process.  Where eligible expenditure will exceed €2 million, applicants must develop a com-
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prehensive Skills Development Plan with Screen Skills Ireland, outlining planned training and 
skills development initiatives.  They are encouraged to undertake a skills needs analysis to as-
certain not alone the skills needs of the production and/or the company but also the needs of the 
individuals engaged and the wider screen sector. Training and upskilling is encouraged across 
all levels of the production and new frameworks distinguish between new entrants, trainees 
and upskillers. As part of this process, Screen Skills Ireland consulted with the Screen Guilds 
and developed resources for producers to capture skills activity data, including outcomes and 
impact. Since April 2019, over 140 different projects have been certified by my Department 
with just under 1000 skills development participants engaged on these projects. About 60% of 
skills participants were engaged in ‘Feature Film’ and ‘Television Drama’ categories of eligible 
projects and most of the remaining 40% were engaged on animation projects. 

Screen Skills Ireland is working with Screen Guilds to develop a competency framework 
for all ‘below-the-line’ roles in the sector. This will support the Section 481 skills requirements, 
identify current and future skills needs and support future progression opportunities. Screen 
Guilds of Ireland represent 23 crew guilds and 2,500 crew members.

Film Industry

22/07/2020WRA0170033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the Film Industry Stakeholder Forum will be convened which was recommended in 
2018 by the Joint Committee on Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to address disputes and 
issues in the industry (details supplied); if it will be ensured that all relevant stakeholders, par-
ticularly employers in receipt of public funding or tax reliefs and employees who have worked 
in the sector, are invited to attend and that stakeholders who refuse to attend will no longer 
receive public funding or support; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17394/20]

22/07/2020WRA01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The 
Deputy is referring to the Report of the Joint Committee on Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
entitled Development and Working Conditions in the Irish Film Industry, published in July 
2018. 

Recommendation 4 of that Report called on the Irish Film Board (now Screen Ireland) to 
reconstitute the board’s film forum, with an independent chair, to allow all stakeholders in the 
sector to meet and work together to develop mutually beneficial solutions for the industry.  In 
December 2018, Screen Ireland reported on the work it had undertaken to the Joint Committee 
explaining that it was not possible to constitute a forum as not all the stakeholders referred to 
by the Joint Committee were prepared to meet as a single forum.  In May 2019, my predecessor 
took part in a debate in this House on the Report.  In the interim, it had been suggested that the 
film forum would be used for airing grievances. The Minister explained that the purpose of the 
forum in the first place was to allow stakeholders to come together, in a collaborative and in-
clusive manner to exchange ideas and to develop solutions for the good of the industry and that 
it would be inappropriate for a State Agency to bring stakeholders together to air disputes or to 
express their general dissatisfaction with one another.  There are formal state mechanisms for 
the resolution of Industrial Relations issues, including the Workplace Relations Commission.

Screen Ireland funding and Section 481 funding is allocated and paid to producers and I 
can confirm that the representatives of producers – Screen Producers Ireland and Animation 
Ireland- were not among the stakeholders unwilling to attend a forum.

Over the past number of months, the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) has been 
conducting an audit of the audiovisual industry and has accepted submissions from stakehold-
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ers on employment practices and procedures in the Irish Film and Television Drama Production 
Sector. The WRC is examining these submissions to assess any issues arising and may make 
recommendations.  I keenly await the outcome of that process.   

Arts Funding

22/07/2020WRA0190034. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of plans for the introduction of new bursary schemes for young artists; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17406/20]

22/07/2020WRA02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The Arts 
Council is the main route through which the Government funds the arts and artists in Ireland.  
The 2020 allocation to the Council has been increased to €100 million. It includes an additional 
€20 million allocated last month in recognition of the challenges facing the sector.  The Arts 
Council has indicated that it will allocate a significant proportion of the additional funding to 
bursaries and commissions to artists and arts organisations over the coming weeks and months. 

In the recent report entitled Survive, Adapt, Renew, by an Expert Advisory Group estab-
lished by the Arts Council makes a number of key recommendations to support the arts through 
the Covid-19 crisis.  

One of the recommendations is that priority be given to enhanced commissioning schemes 
and increased bursary and professional development schemes for independent artists, arts work-
ers and arts organisations.  

The Creative Youth Plan under the Creative Ireland Programme commits to specific actions 
to increase and enhance access to a range of creative and cultural activities and practices for 
young people. Such supports include pilot projects aimed at increasing and enhancing access to 
drama and group singing activities for young people in partnership with Youth Theatre Ireland 
and Sing Ireland respectively.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRA0210035. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to ensure that arts and cultural bodies in Dublin are consulted to ensure that they recover 
and enhance their impact in the aftermath of Covid-19. [17281/20]

22/07/2020WRA0215039. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to ensure that arts and cultural bodies in County Cork are consulted to ensure that they 
recover and enhance their impact in the aftermath of Covid-19.  [17278/20]

22/07/2020WRA0217542. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to ensure that arts and cultural bodies in Dublin are consulted to ensure that they recover 
and enhance their impact in the aftermath of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17288/20]

22/07/2020WRA0218750. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to ensure that arts and cultural bodies in County Cork are consulted to ensure that they 
recover and enhance their impact in the aftermath of Covid-19.  [17291/20]

22/07/2020WRA02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 35, 39, 42 and 50 together.
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Since the advent of the crisis, my Department and the bodies under its aegis have continu-
ously engage with the arts and culture sector to best understand the challenges.  Officials from 
my Department have engaged with and had meetings with a broad range of stakeholders includ-
ing resource organisations, advocacy groups and individual artists and practitioners across the 
sector.  This engagement is ongoing.

In Ireland, the Arts Council is the primary organisation through which Government sup-
ports and delivers funding to the arts.  In March and April this year, the Council had undertaken 
surveys of arts organisations and artists to identify the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on au-
diences, employment and finances.  Among the findings to emerge from the surveys was that 
12,000 events were cancelled with projected audiences of 2.4 million and that 90% of artists 
and 85% of arts organisations are affected by cancelled or postponed events. 

More recently, my Department also undertook a survey of the sector and put significant 
effort into ensuring that is was widely disseminated.  The results of this survey are being con-
sidered at present.  I have no doubt that many arts and culture bodies in both Cork and Dublin 
availed of the opportunity to convey information to the Department and to the earlier Arts 
Council surveys.

Culture Policy

22/07/2020WRA0230036. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the specific culture and heritage projects she plans to prioritise during the lifetime of the 33rd 
Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17255/20]

22/07/2020WRA0240047. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the mission statement of her Department; the extent to which she expects to meet specific tar-
gets throughout the lifetime of the 33rd Dáil; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17254/20]

22/07/2020WRA02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 36 and 47 together.

As the Deputy will  be aware the Programme for Government  sets out at an exciting and 
challenging agenda for all Departments over the coming years, including my own newly con-
figured Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht.

The commitments contained in the Programme for Government have provided me with a 
strong mandate to bring forward important legislative and policy initiatives aimed at fulfilling 
my new role across the range of my Department’s brief. 

The Irish language and the Gaeltacht was of huge importance to the Government and I look 
forward to working closely with the Minister of State for the Gaeltacht, the Irish Language and 
Sport, Jack Chambers TD, to progress the broad remit of the Department.

Our unique language and culture and sport are central to how we identify as a nation and 
that this in turn is at the heart of what attracts foreign and domestic tourists to holiday in Ire-
land. The forging of stronger links between all of these elements will build a rich and rewarding 
cultural experience for our citizens and visitors alike.

The Covid-19 crisis has had a very severe impact on all areas of society, and it is particularly 
acute in our arts and tourism sectors. I look forward to working towards fulfilling the Govern-
ment’s commitment to assisting these sectors in particular as we plan our country’s economic 
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recovery.

Having met with the Tourism Recovery Taskforce and examined its Initial Report, I look 
forward to the outcome of the Taskforce’s deliberations and to working with the sector towards 
a sustainable recovery. I am also aware of the challenges that exist for the National Governing 
Bodies of Sport and sports clubs as sports begin to return and I look forward to meeting the key 
stakeholders in the sector in the near future.

Covid-19 has also shown us the critical importance of a vibrant and informed media, and 
particularly the importance of public sector broadcasting in both of our national languages. This 
sector, which is a fundamental pillar of a modern and pluralistic democracy, faces very specific 
challenges.

My officials are already engaged in the work of developing the appropriate structures and 
strategies to deliver on this challenging agenda and this will be reflected in the Department’s 
Statement of Strategy that will be published in later in the year.

National Parks

22/07/2020WRA0260037. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if it will be ensured that in the appointment of education liaison officers, consideration is 
given to the natural marine heritage where appropriate. [17284/20]

22/07/2020WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): The Programme for Government commits to the appointment of Education 
Liaison Officers in each of our National Parks to work with schools across the country, to pro-
mote the importance of biodiversity and the natural world, and to involve pupils in the work that 
goes on in our National Parks. In line with this, officials from my Department will liaise with 
officials from the Department of Education and Skills to determine a role description in respect 
of natural heritage and to progress the process of appointment, engagement and the associated 
resourcing. In this context, consideration will be given to all forms of natural heritage on this 
island. I look forward too to engaging with the Minister for Education and Skills on the matter 
and to delivering on this commitment in early course. 

Wildlife Protection

22/07/2020WRA0280038. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress that has been made with regard to implementing a strategy to combat systemic harm 
and poisoning of under-threat birds of prey; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17399/20]

22/07/2020WRA02900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): The Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2018 are the primary statutes designed to afford 
protection to the various species in the State and which set out the framework for dealing with 
wildlife crime.  In addition, the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011 include provisions affording strict protection to a number of species and habitats. 

Wildlife crime takes many forms and includes persecution of badgers, illegal hunting of 
deer species, illegal hunting of hares, trapping of wild birds for illegal trade, wilfully disturbing 
or destroying the eggs or nests of wild birds and poisoning of raptor species.  

Within my Department, the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has responsibility 
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for the protection and conservation of Ireland’s natural heritage, including species protection 
and biodiversity at national level.  There are currently 71 conservation rangers stationed around 
the country who deal with enforcement matters under the Wildlife Acts.  

Their work includes the monitoring of compliance with national and European law in rela-
tion to nature conservation and wildlife crime across the country. The team also conducts patrols 
and site visits to enforce the various provisions of national and EU legislation and investigate 
reports of breaches of legislation.  My Department works closely with An Garda Síochána who 
are also specifically empowered under the Acts to investigate alleged wildlife crime offences 
and to prosecute as it sees fit. 

In relation to the poisoning of birds of prey in particular, the Deputy may be aware of the 
death of some 22 buzzards by poisoning in West Cork earlier this year.  This is the subject of an 
ongoing and active investigation by my Department.  

My Department has provided funding for satellite tags for research on the movements of 
some of the introduced birds of prey and also hen harriers and these have provided important 
information on poisoning. In addition, my Department publishes a Raptor Protocol which is a 
collaborative approach between my Department, the Regional Veterinary Laboratories, and the 
State Laboratory to systematically determine the extent to which human actions (for example 
poisoning, persecution, disturbance, collisions, etc.) are threats to Ireland’s native birds of prey.  
My Department issues an on-line report annually providing records, information and analysis 
of mortality and persecution of birds of prey.  

I am committed to ensuring that we continue our actions to tackle wildlife crime including 
incidents such as the killing of buzzards in Co Cork and to working with other agencies, includ-
ing An Garda Síochána and the I.S.P.C.A to counteract these illegal activities. 

  Question No. 39 answered with Question No. 35.

Creative Ireland Programme

22/07/2020WRA0310040. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to ensure ongoing support for local authorities through the Creative Ireland programme. 
[17289/20]

22/07/2020WRA03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The Cre-
ative Ireland Programme is an all-of-Government, culture-based initiative led by my Depart-
ment and designed to promote individual, community and national wellbeing through partici-
pation in creative activities.  All 31 local authorities have been, and will remain, crucial to the 
successful delivery of the Creative Ireland Programme.

Support for the local authorities under the Creative Ireland Programme comprises of work 
co-funded by my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
as well as work that is exclusively funded by my Department.  

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between my Department and the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government on 19th July 2019. The objective of 
this MoU was a commitment to support the implementation and delivery of Pillar 2 of the Pro-
gramme – Creative Communities - over the period 2019-2022.  

Earlier this year, 3-year Service Level Agreements (SLAs) were signed between my Depart-
ment and each of the 31 Local Authorities reflecting the commitment of both Departments to 
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continue to financially support their delivery of the Creative Ireland Programme until 2022.

Also, encompassed by these SLAs is a separate commitment by my Department to provide 
funding to each local authority to support the annual delivery each June of Cruinniú na nÓg – 
our national day of free creative activities for children and young people under 18 years of age.

Notwithstanding the exceptionally challenging circumstances this year, my Department 
supported the local authorities to deliver an online version of Cruinniú na nÓg in order to sup-
port the mental wellbeing of children and their families during social distancing.

In the past few weeks, my officials in the Creative Ireland Programme have been working 
with Programme partners including in the local authorities to develop a series of newly-funded 
initiatives in relation to positive ageing and creative wellbeing.  I am pleased that, as a result, 16 
local authorities will also now receive additional new funding support. The funding will support 
them to deliver creative initiatives over the coming months in support of the mental wellbeing 
of our older people at this challenging time.

The matter of funding measures under the Creative Ireland Programme for 2021 and 2022 
will be agreed in the context of Programme priorities for those years and, as the Deputy will 
appreciate, are subject to annual budgetary and estimates processes. 

Feabhsú Céibheanna

22/07/2020WRA0330041. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén 
dul chun cinn atá deanta ag a Roinn i bhforbairt na céibheanna in Inis Meáin agus Inis Oírr; cén 
uair a bhfuil súil tosaí ar an talamh le forbairt an dá chéibh faoi sheach; agus an ndéanfaidh sí 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [17310/20]

22/07/2020WRA03350Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers) (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá forbairt Ché an Chalaidh Mhóir, Inis Meáin 
agus Ché Inis Oírr san áireamh i dTionscadail Éireann 2040.  

Maidir le ché an Chalaidh Mhóir, bíonn mo Roinn i dteagmháil le Comhairle Contae na 
Gailimhe go rialta maidir leis an togra seo agus, ag eascairt as na teagmálacha sin agus mar 
chuid den mheasúnú ar an togra, tá deontas ceadaithe ag mo Roinn don Chomhairle Chontae 
chun taighde a choimisiúnú ar mhaithe le samhail ionsamhlúcháin a réiteach a léireoidh na 
roghanna éagsúla don fhorbairt.  

Agus an chéim sin curtha i gcríoch, déanfar an togra a mheas arís faoi théarmaí an Chóid 
um Caiteachais Phoiblí. i gcomhthéacs an airgid atá ar fáil do mo Roinn le caitheamh ar thograí 
caipitil agus na n-éileamh éagsúla ar an airgead sin.

Maidir le forbairt Ché Inis Oírr, cuirfear an togra seo chun cinn faoi réir théarmaí an Chód 
um Chaiteachais Phoiblí chomh maith. Mar chuid den Chód sin, tá oifigigh mo Roinne agus 
Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ag comhoibriú ar chás gnó i leith an togra a chríochnú faoi 
láthair.    

Agus an chéim sin curtha i gcríoch, déanfar an cás le haghaidh an togra a thabhairt go dtí 
céim na tairisceana a mheas i gcomhthéacs an airgid atá ar fáil do mo Roinn le caitheamh ar 
thograí caipitil agus na n-éileamh éagsúla ar an airgead sin. Táthar ag súil an chéim seo a chur 
i gcríoch roimh dheiridh na bliana.

  Question No. 42 answered with Question No. 35.
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Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRA0360043. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Her 
plans to support the arts and music sector in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16779/20]

22/07/2020WRA0370055. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the con-
tingency planning that has taken place within her Department with respect to the arts, music 
and entertainment industry having to function with an indefinite period of social distancing and 
limits on audience numbers, particularly in relation to the logistics of concerts, plays and other 
live performances; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16594/20]

22/07/2020WRA03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 43 and 55 together.

On 19 June, the Government, based on public health advice provided by the National Public 
Health Emergency Team, approved the rephasing of the Roadmap for Reopening Society and 
Business.  Apart from some exceptions, most sectors were brought forward to Phase 3, which 
began on Monday 29 June.  Due to social distancing and public confidence issues, the reopen-
ing of live performance and entertainment venues will prove challenging.  While the Govern-
ment’s objective is to get people back to work as quickly as possible, public health and safety 
remains a top priority.  This is why the move to Phase 4 of the Roadmap for reopening society 
and business was paused.  The current restrictions of 50 people at indoor gatherings and 200 
people at outdoor gatherings have been extended to 10 August.  

The National Return to Work Safely Protocol is a guide for organisations making assess-
ments and adapting workplace procedures and practices to comply with the COVID-19 public 
health protection measures. Theatre Forum published guidelines for the reopening of arts and 
cultural facilities and these have been adopted by the Arts Council.  

The Arts Council is the primary route through which Government funds the arts and artists 
in Ireland.  The 2020 allocation to the Council has been increased to €100 million, including 
an additional €20 million allocated to assist the Council is addressing the challenges facing 
the sector.  The Arts Council has indicated that it will allocate significant additional funding to 
bursaries and commissions to artists and arts organisations. 

Last week, I announced that my Department would provide capital grants for arts and cul-
ture organisations to enable them to undertake appropriate alterations to help them to reopen 
safely.  

The Government operates measures to support businesses affected by COVID-19 that apply 
to all sectors of the economy, including those who work in the arts, music and entertainment 
industry.  The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment operates support packages 
designed to assist businesses in the management of their companies and allow them to start 
charting a path forward for weeks and months ahead.  

The Government has extended its two universal income support measures.  The Pandem-
ic Unemployment Payment, operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection is extended to 10 August.  The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme operated by the 
Revenue Commissioners, has been extended to 31 August and allows employers to retain the 
link with employees so that when the crisis passes, people can get back to work as quickly and 
seamlessly as possible.

In addition to the measures to be announced by the Government in the context of the July 
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stimulus, the Government has also committed to bringing forward a National Economic Plan, 
to be published alongside the Budget in October, which will outline the Government’s plans 
to support the long-term sustainability of the economy.  In line with the commitment in the 
Programme for Government, I will shortly appoint a taskforce to develop an approach for the 
recovery of arts and culture sector which will in turn inform the National Economic Plan.

National Parks

22/07/2020WRA0390044. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if management plans will be developed for each of the national parks; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17331/20]

22/07/2020WRA04000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): Ireland’s six National Parks account for almost 65,000 hectares with an-
other almost 22,000 hectares of nature reserves and other heritage sites. 

They are managed as Category II National Parks under the criteria set out by the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN). Accordingly, all National Parks in Ireland are fully owned and 
managed by the State. 

In 2017 the partnership between the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department 
and Fáilte Ireland was created to achieve the shared goal of further developing quality experi-
ences at our National Parks and Nature Reserves.  One major output from the Department’s 
Strategic Partnership with Fáilte Ireland, was a Masterplan for the six National Parks and Na-
ture Reserves. This provides a high level and integrated blueprint for the NPWS to invest in 
and better manage the Parks for conservation, biodiversity and visitor alike. In effect, it enables 
the aligning of conservation objectives of the Parks with increasing visitor appeal and numbers.  
The Masterplan guides the phased development of these enhanced visitor facilities and im-
proved visitor experiences based on research into international best practice.  The Department 
intends to produce visitor and management plans for its National Parks on an on-going basis, 
the availability of resources permitting.

As part of my Department’s continuing commitment and contribution to protecting our heri-
tage and recreation product, it has been exploring ways to optimise the sustainable potential of 
heritage sites under our control in a way that is compatible with conservation objectives. In this 
context, it should be noted that my Department negotiated the extension of Wicklow Mountains 
National Park by purchasing almost 4,900 acres of Dublin Uplands at Glenasmole in 2016 at a 
cost of €800,000. In 2017 the entire Wild Nephin area was consolidated into the ownership of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service. This creates a State – owned re-wilding project of over 
11,000 hectares and aims to provide increased nature conservation benefits and biodiversity as 
well as enhanced recreational and social benefits through the ‘re-wilding’ of the forest which 
adjoins the National Park.

In 2019 over €5m from the Rural Regeneration fund was announced for the Parks and 
Reserves providing infrastructure that allows sustainable access to them. Most of these proj-
ects have been initiated and some of those recently concluded include the purchase of Electric 
Buses for visitors of Glenveagh National Park, improved trail networks in the Sliabh Blooms 
and enhanced trails in Dromore and Derrycrag Nature Reserves. In the last 5 years to date over 
€16.3m in current funding and nearly €7.8m in capital funding has been spent in our National 
Parks and Reserves, in areas including invasive species control and infrastructure improvement. 

Given the resources available for investment within our National Parks and Nature Re-
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serves, I am of course mindful of the need to focus on the core responsibilities relating to the 
management of the existing Parks and Reserves lands; the Department focuses on conserva-
tion objectives for Natura 2000 sites. Ireland’s 3rd National Biodiversity Plan runs from 2017 
to 2021 and captures the objectives, targets and actions for biodiversity to be undertaken by a 
wide range of stakeholders in government, civil society and private sectors to achieve Ireland’s 
Vision for Biodiversity not just in our own National Parks but countrywide. 

Night-Time Economy

22/07/2020WRA0410045. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the development of the night-time economy taskforce; if the taskforce will advance 
the appointment of a night-time culture mayor for Dublin; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17280/20]

22/07/2020WRA0420046. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of the development of the night-time economy taskforce; if the taskforce will advance 
the appointment of a night-time culture mayor for Cork; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17279/20]

22/07/2020WRA04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 46 together.

The establishment of a Night time Economy Taskforce is a key commitment in the Pro-
gramme for Government and my Department is leading on this commitment.  The aim of the 
proposed Taskforce is to look at innovative approaches to supporting and developing a vibrant, 
diverse night time culture and economy in Ireland and it is intended that key Departments, 
Agencies and relevant groups will be represented on this Taskforce at senior level.  

The Taskforce will build on the work carried out by my Department in this area which in-
cluded a symposium to investigate the possibility of creative nightlife and cultural activity after 
hours and the establishment of pilot projects in both Cork and Dublin to provide more detailed 
insights into the specific issues facing the development of a night time culture and to seek wider 
public views. 

The Taskforce will examine progress on these measures to date and also examine more com-
plex issues including issues around licensing laws and regulations governing our night-time 
culture at national and local level.  Part of the role of the Taskforce will also be to examine the 
establishment of Night-time Culture Mayors in Cork and Dublin, a role that some other Euro-
pean cities have already established.  

We know that many businesses and creative practitioners which depend on the night-time 
economy are suffering huge losses due to the necessary restrictions caused by COVID-19 and 
the work of this Taskforce is even more important in this context.  The support and coopera-
tion of key Departments and agencies and local authorities will be vital to the success of this 
initiative and my Department is currently writing to these Departments and agencies to seek 
nominations to the Taskforce.  

The Taskforce will also consult with and inform the various interest groups who have been 
involved in the development of this initiative, as the work progresses.

  Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 36.
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Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRB0030048. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sé i gceist aici tacaíocht a thabhairt don athchomarc atá á lorg ag Comhchu-
mann agus muintir Rath Chairn i gcoinne cead pleanála a bhronn An Bord Pleanála do tithe 
agus lóistín bheith tógtha san Ghaeltacht acu gan coinníollacha teanga láidir bheith ceangailte 
leis. [17295/20]

22/07/2020WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Is ceist don Aire Tithíochta í cúrsaí pleanála trí chéile ar an gcéad dul síos ar 
ndóigh. É sin ráite, faoin Acht um Pleanáil agus Forbairt 2000, tugtar an deis do mo Roinn agus 
d’Údarás na Gaeltachta tuairimí a thabhairt do na húdaráis phleanála faoi chásanna pleanála a 
d’fhéadfadh tionchar a imirt ar an nGaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. 

Faoi Alt 28 de na Rialacháin um Pleanáil agus Forbairt 2001, is gá d’údaráis áitiúla a bhfuil 
ceantar Gaeltachta faoina gcúram teagmháil a dhéanamh le mo Roinn agus le hÚdarás na Gael-
tachta chun a dtuairimí a fháil maidir le forbairtí dar leo a d’fhéadfadh cur isteach ar oidhreacht 
chultúrtha agus teanga na Gaeltachta.

Maidir leis an gcás pleanála i nGaeltacht Ráth Chairn, tuigtear dom gur chuir mo Roinn  
aighneacht chuig Comhairle Contae na Mí faoin gcás áirithe seo -  i gcomhréir le alt 28 de na 
Rialacháin - ag moladh go gcuirfí coinníoll leis an gcead a d’fhágfadh gur do lucht labhartha 
na Gaeilge amháin a mbeadh na tithe a bhí mar ábhar an iarratais pleanála coinnithe. Tuigtear, 
áfach, gur thug an Bord Pleanála breithiúnas faoin gcás le gairid tar  éis achomharc a bheith 
iarrtha ag an iarratasóir -  a rialaigh nach foláir go mbeadh 70% de na tithe coinnithe ar leataobh 
do lucht labhartha na Gaeilge.

Tuigtear don Roinn go bhfuil an comharchumann sa cheantar ag breathnú ar na féidear-
thachtaí athbhreithniú breithiúnach a lorg ina leith.  Beidh mo Roinn ag coinneáil súil ar an 
gcás - ós rud é go bhféadfadh impleachtaí a bheith ann do cheantair Ghaeltachta eile dá bharr. 

Ar bhonn ginearálta níor mhiste a lua go bhfuil mo Roinn tar éis scríobh cúpla uair le dhá 
bhliain anuas chuig na húdáráis phleanála a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta faoina gcúram chun a 
gcuid dualgas ina leith a mheabhrú dóibh - go háirithe i gcomhthéacs fhorfeidhmiú an phróisis 
pleanála teanga a bhfuil bunús reáchtúil aige faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012.  

Is féidir leis an Teachta a bheith cinnte de ar ndóigh go leanfaidh mo Roinn agus Údarás na 
Gaeltachta go deimhin ag tapú gach deis a dtugtar di, faoi réir alt 28 de na Rialacháin réam-
hluaite, chun tuairimí a thabhairt nuair a iarrtar iad faoi réir an Achta, i leith cásanna ábhartha 
pleanála a d’fhéadfadh tionchar a imirt ar staid na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. 

Oideachas Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRB0050049. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil Campaí Samhraidh Gaeltachta 2020 a n-eagrú de réir an Comhairlre reatha 
um Sláinte Phoiblí (NPHET); má tá, cén fáth nach bhfuil campaí faoi dhíon ceadaithe; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17384/20]

22/07/2020WRB00600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Bhí an cheist faoi an mbeifí in ann dul ar aghaidh le reáchtáil Scéim na 
gCampaí Samhraidh ar chor ar bith an samhradh seo idir dhá cheann na meá mar gheall ar 
Covid-19. Ar mhaithe leis an gcinneadh cuí a dhéanamh faoin ábhar trí chéile  iarradh dréacht-
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prótacal ón eagraíocht Muintearas  - atá freagrach as an scéim a riar - ina leagfaí amach an chaoi 
a mbeadh sé beartaithe acu cúram a dhéanamh de ghnóthaí Covid-19 agus camapí samhraidh 
ar bun.  

Tar éis an prótacal  sin a fháil agus a bheith scrúdaithe ag Údarás na Gaeltachta agus ag mo 
Roinn araon, rinneadh an cinneadh glacadh lena raibh molta ag Muintearas tairbhe na scéime  
a theorannú do champaí faoin aer. In éindí leis an gcoinníoll sin, cuireadh roinnt coinníollacha 
eile leis an gcead ar mhaithe le féachaint chuige go raibh cúram cuí déanta de lucht freastail 
agus eagraithe na gcampaí chomh maith le foireann Muintearais iad féin mar a bhaineann sé le 
baol Covid-19.

Tuigfidh an Teachta nach foláir leas sláinte an phobail a chur chun tosaigh i gcónaí agus 
táim sásta sna tosca reatha gur deineadh é seo mar a bhaineann le an gcoinníoll áirithe seo chun 
aitheantas faoin scéim a theorannú do champaí faoin aer.

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 35.

Forbairt na Gaeilge

22/07/2020WRB0080051. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
cérd iad na tosaíochtaí a bheidh aici chun an Ghaeilge a láidriú mar theanga an phobail sa 
nGaeltacht i rith a téarma in oifig; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17309/20]

22/07/2020WRB00900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Tá tosaíochta an Rialtais maidir leis an Ghaeilge agus an Ghaeltacht leagtha 
amach sa Chlár Rialtais a foilsíodh lé déanaí. 

Tugann an Rialtas nua aitheantas do thábhacht na Gaeilge mar chéad teanga an stáit, mar 
theanga bheo agus mar chuid dá n-oidhreacht.  Táimid diongbháilte, ní hamháin go mbeadh 
amharc níos fearr ar an teanga ach freisin go láidreofaí a húsáid laethúil mar theanga pobail.  Tá 
sé mar aidhm ag an Rialtas agus agam féin go mbeidh daoine arb í an Ghaeilge a chéad teanga 
cumhachtaithe mar shaoránaithe.  Tabharfaidh an Rialtas seo agus mise mar Aire, cumhdach do 
cheantair Gaeltachta agus déanfar iad a chaomhnú sa treo is go bhfanfaidh siad mar chroí-lár 
den teanga bheo.

Leanfar le cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus leis na spriocanna ar 
leas na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta atá leagtha amach sa Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 a 
foilsíodh i Meitheamh 2018.  Foilseofar an chéad tuarascáil maidir le dul chun cinn an phlean 
sin go luath.

I measc na rudaí faoi leith atá luaite sa Phlean atá ag imirt tionchar dearfach cheana féin ar 
an nGaeltacht, tá an próiseas pleanála teanga, tacaíochtaí mo Roinne agus Údarás na Gaeltachta 
agus an Polasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta.  Leanfaidh mo Roinn agus mise mar Aire ag brú na 
nithe seo chun cinn.  Cheana féin, tá 18 plean teanga faofa ag mo Roinn do cheantair Ghael-
tachta agus tá sé mar aidhm go mbeidh an 8 gcinn eile faofa laistigh de bhliain.

Maidir le gnóthaí airgeadais, tá maoiniú suntasach curtha ar fáil le haghaidh ghnóthaí Gael-
tachta agus Gaeilge do 2020.  Cheana féin, tá fógartha go mbeidh:

infheistíocht bhreise ar fiú €500,000 é don phróiseas pleanála teanga a chinnteoidh go dtóg-
far ar an obair mhaith atá ar siúl faoin bpróiseas cheana féin; 

ardú de €1m nó 11% ar sholáthar caipitil Údarás na Gaeltachta chun cur tuilleadh lena chu-
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mas a chlár oibre a chur chun cinn ar leas na Gaeltachta agus,

€200,000 breise  do mhaoiniú na gcomharchumann Gaeltachta. 

Agus mé ag tosú amach i mo théarma oifige, tá i gceist agam tógáil ar an dul chun cinn atá 
déanta cheana féin ar mhaithe le bunsraith níos láidre a thabhairt don teanga sa Ghaeltacht agus 
chun a chinntiú go láidreofar í mar ghnáththeanga labhartha na réigiún sin.

Maoiniú d’Eagrais Ghaeilge

22/07/2020WRB0100052. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
bhfuil plean ar bith ag a Roinn chun maoiniú a chur ar fáil do Rannóg Gaeilge Ollscoil Uladh i 
gcampas Mhic Aoidh i nDoire; an mbeadh sí toilteanach casadh leis an Rannóg leis seo a phlé; 
agus an mbeidh sí sásta comhoibriú leis an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna ar an ábhar seo. 
[17398/20]

22/07/2020WRB01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Is iad 
aidhmeanna an Chiste d’Ollscoileanna Idirnáisiúnta dea-thoil i leith na Gaeilge a chothú agus 
a chur chun cinn taobh amuigh den Stát, trasna na hEorpa, sna Stáit Aontaithe Mheiriceá, i 
gCeanada agus níos faide ó bhaile agus ardán a chur ar fáil ionas gur féidir teacht ar an nGaeilge 
agus í a chur i lár an aonaigh mar theanga idirnáisiúnta.  Cruthaíonn sé seo tuiscint níos fearr 
ar an teanga agus ar chultúr na hÉireann lasmuigh den Stát agus cothaíonn sé naisc idir Éirinn 
agus na tíortha ina bhfuil na hinstitiúidí lonnaithe.  Chomh maith leis sin, cuireann sé go mór 
le scoláireacht na Gaeilge i measc an phobail acadúil idirnáisiúnta agus méadaítear stádas na 
teanga dá réir.  

Faoi láthair, tá mo Roinn ag maoiniú cúrsaí Gaeilge in os cionn 40 institiúidí tríú leibhéal 
idirnáisiúnta agus tá súil againn cur leis seo sna blianta amach romhainn. 

Cé go bhfuil an ciste dírithe go príomhá ar institiúidí nach bhfuil suite ar oileán na hÉireann, 
ach  teagmháil a bheith déanta ag údaráis Ollscoil Uladh le mo Roinn, bheinn sásta iarraidh ar 
oifigigh mo Roinne casadh leo chun an cheist atá ardaithe ag an Teachta a phlé.

Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRB0120053. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Mairéad Farrell den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil plean ag a Roinn chun tacaíocht airgeadais a chur ar fáil d’Ionaid Phobail sa Ghael-
tacht atá ag cailleadh amach ar airgead a saothraíodh a bhuí le Colaistí Samhraidh Gaeltachta, a 
bhí in ainm is a bheith ar siúl an samhradh seo, a bheith curtha ar ceal. [17403/20]

22/07/2020WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Aithníonn mo Roinn gur tréimhse dhúshlánach í seo do pobal na Gaeltachta 
i gcoitinne de dheasca Covid-19.

D’fhógair mo Roinn le gairid go raibh ciste éigeandála aon uaire ar fiú €4.7m chun tacú le 
cobhsú earnáil na gcoláistí samhraidh Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. Tagann an tionscnamh seo tar éis 
gur fhógair mo Roinn ar an 20 Aibreán 2020 nach reáchtálfaí aon chúrsa foghlama Gaeilge sa 
Ghaeltacht an samhradh seo de bharr na paindéime Covid-19, ar mhaithe le sláinte phoiblí a 
chosaint.

Faoin gciste cobhsaithe atá fógartha, cuirfear tacaíocht ar fiú suas le €3.1m é i dtreo údaráis 
na gcoláistí le cur ar a gcumas táillí/éarlais a aisíoc le tuismitheoirí agus cuirfear €1.6m ar fáil 
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chun tacú leis an 700 teaghlach Gaeltachta incháilithe a chuireann lóistín deimhnithe ar fáil 
dóibh siúd a fhreastalaíonn ar cheann de na 42 coláiste samhraidh Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht a bh-
fuil aitheantas acu faoin scéim.

Maidir leis na hallaí pobail, is tríd a cuid scéimeanna caipitil a chuireann mo Roinn tacaíocht 
airgid ar fáil do phobail áitiúla chun áiseanna pobail agus chaitheamh aimsire a fhorbairt.

Cé nach bhfuil aon scéim ná ciste ag an Roinn faoina bhféadfaí cúnamh reatha a chur ar fáil 
do hallaí agus ionaid phobail, is féidir a bheith cinnte go leanfaidh mo Roinn ag cabhrú mar is 
cuí le cúnamh caipitil a chur ar fáil faoina Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga ar leas na hallaí 
agus ionaid pobail.

Chas oifigigh mo Roinne le toscaireacht ó hallaí pobail i nGaeltacht Chonamara le gairid 
agus pléadh na hábhair imní atá acu. Beidh an scéal ar fad á choinneáil faoi bhreithniú ag mo 
chuid oifigigh agus tuigim go bhfuil beartaithe cruinniú eile a shocrú go luath.

Forbairt na nOileán

22/07/2020WRB0140054. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an pholasaí atá beartaithe do na hoileáin agus cén uair a bheidh an polsaí sin foilsithe; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [17383/20]

22/07/2020WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Depu-
ty Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, bhunaigh an Rialtas coiste idir-Rannach do na 
hoileáin i mí Iuil 2019 agus, ag eascairt as cruinnithe den choiste seo, aontaíodh ar phlean oibre 
chun polasaí oileánda a ullmhú.

Mar chuid den phróiseas seo, réitíodh agus foilsíodh plépháipéar le hionchur ó na ranna stáit 
éagsúla. Leag an plépháipéar amach eolas faoi na seirbhísí atá ar fáil do na hoileáin cheanna 
féin a bheadh mar áis don phróiseas comhairliúchán. 

Ó mhí Eanáir ar aghaidh, d’eagraigh oifigigh ó mo Roinn sraith cruinnithe comhairliúcháin 
chun deis a thabhairt do phobail na n-oileán a gcuid tuairimí faoin bpolasaí agus faoi riachtanais 
na n-oileán a nochtadh.

Go dtí seo, tionóladh cruinnithe ar aon oileán dhéag mar seo a leanas: 

Oileáin Dáta
Inis Arcáin 9 Eanáir 2020
Faoide 10 Eanáir 2020
Baoi 10 Eanáir 2020
An t-Oileán Mór 17 Eanáir 2020
Inis Oírr 22 Eanáir 2020
Inis Mór 29 Eanáir 2020
Inis Meáin 30 Eanáir 2020
Inis Uí Dhrisceoil 7 Feabhra 2020
Inis Fada 7 Feabhra 2020
Cléire 7 Feabhra 2020
Árainn Mhór 13 Feabhra 2020
B’éigean do mo Roinn an próiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí a chur ar athló de bharr na géar-

chéime COVID-19. Socrófar cruinnithe ar na hoileáin eile a luaithe agus is féidir. 
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Is próiseas cuimsitheach comhairliúcháin atá ar siúl agus is í an chéad chéim eile sa phrói-
séas ná cruinnithe a thionól le páirtithe leasmhara eile, eagrais agus Ranna Stáit san áireamh, a 
chuireann seirbhísí ar fáil do na hoileáin. 

  Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 43.

Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

22/07/2020WRB0180056. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén uair a fhoilseoidh sí Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla athuair; agus an bhfuil sé i gceist 
aici deileáil le na bearnaí ollmhór aithinte san dréacht a d’fhoilsigh an Rialtas deirí. [17293/20]

22/07/2020WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, foilsíodh Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) 
i Nollaig 2019. Tuigim go maith an tábhacht atá leis an mBille seo do phobal labhartha na 
Gaeilge. 

Tá teagmháil déanta le mo Roinn ag páirtithe leasmhara cheana féin, an Coimisinéir Teanga 
agus Conradh na Gaeilge san áireamh, lena gcuid moltaí maidir leis an mBille.  Agus mé ceap-
tha i mo ról mar Aire Stáit na Gaeltachta anois, tá rún agam cuairt a thabhairt ar an Ghaeltacht 
go luath agus táim ag súil leis an deis a thapú  cruinniú a shocrú leis an gCoimisinéir Teanga ag 
an tráth sin chun a chuid moltaí maidir leis an mBille a neartú a phlé.  Táim ag súil le casadh le 
Conradh na Gaeilge chuige sin chomh maith.

Táthar ag súil leis an mBille a thabhairt ar ais os comhar na Tithe go luath sa bhfómhar agus 
go mbeidh deis ag Teachtaí ag an tráth sin a gcuid moltaí féin maidir len é a neartú a chur chun 
cinn.   

Mar atá geallta sa Chlár Rialtais, ba mhaith liom go mbeadh an Bille achtaithe roimh 
dheireadh na bliana.   

Gaeltacht Policy

22/07/2020WRB0200057. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to sustain business and jobs in the Gaeltacht and the islands in view of the fact phased 
plans for reopening the economy have been delayed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17401/20]

22/07/2020WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): As the Deputy knows, my Department works in partnership with Údarás na 
Gaeltachta, the regional authority established in 1980, which is tasked with the economic, so-
cial and cultural development of the Gaeltacht, including Gaeltacht islands.

I wish to assure the Deputy that Údarás na Gaeltachta are working alongside Government 
Departments and other State Agencies on a cohesive approach to sustain their client companies 
and job creation during the COVID-19 crisis.

In that regard, a number of initiatives/measures have been put in train and these include 
the Advisory & Supports Plan, originally issued in March 2020 and regularly updated since, 
describes the financial and consultancy supports available to Údarás na Gaeltachta client com-
panies and community organisations in the Gaeltacht. 



22 July 2020

19

There is a range of supports available to Gaeltacht companies to support and improve their 
businesses at this time including the Online Trading Scheme, Business Continuity Voucher, 
COVID19 Business Financial Planning Grant, Lean Business Continuity Voucher, Be Ready 
Grant, Act on Initiative Scheme, Mentoring Scheme and Finance in Focus Scheme.  

Individual contact is also being maintained with client companies most affected to assist 
them accessing the appropriate supports.

In order to further underpin this work, client companies of Údarás na Gaeltachta will be able 
to access the full range of supports under the Sustaining Enterprise Fund. An initial amount of 
€5m is being made available through Údarás na Gaeltachta, working in close co-operation with 
Enterprise Ireland who are administering the fund nationally. 

This is in addition to the recently announced extra funding of €0.6m secured by my Depart-
ment to enable Údarás na Gaeltachta to administer the Trading Online Voucher Scheme in the 
Gaeltacht. 

Insofar as small businesses in Gaeltacht regions and on the islands are concerned, I would 
also encourage them to apply for the Government’s €250m Restart Grant Fund, providing direct 
grant-aid to micro and small businesses through the local authorities. The support, in the form 
of direct grant-aid, is aimed at helping micro and small businesses with the costs associated 
with reopening and re-employing workers following COVID-19 closures. The grant can be 
used to defray ongoing fixed costs, e.g., utilities and insurance or for replenishing stock and for 
measures needed to ensure employee and customer safety. 

Finally, I should point out that the July stimulus package will further help to alleviate the 
significant challenges arising from Covid-19 across the economy. 

Arts Policy

22/07/2020WRB0220058. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to increase the provision of affordable workspaces for artists and creative practitioners 
in County Cork. [17290/20]

22/07/2020WRB02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Late last 
year, a new €4.7m capital investment scheme was launched for arts and culture centres across 
the country.  Applications were invited for the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 and the 
closing date was in January.  The Scheme focuses on enhancing the existing stock of arts and 
culture centres that operate as not-for-profit organisations throughout the country and that have 
a clearly defined arts and culture focus. 

This scheme has a particular emphasis on the reduction of carbon footprints to dovetail 
with the Government’s action on climate change. The Scheme builds on the success of the Arts 
and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018 which saw grants allocated to 134 organisations in 26 
counties to refurbish and enhance their facilities.  This funding is provided from a €40m capital 
investment allocation for local arts and culture infrastructure contained in Project Ireland 2040 
“Investing in our Culture, Language & Heritage 2018-2027’.  There were three schemes with 

* Stream A   offering grants up to €50,000 for small enhancement/expansion/ refurbishment 
projects which may involve construction works to arts and culture facilities and/or upgrading 
of equipment.   

* Stream B   will offer grants from €50,000 up to €300,000 for larger enhancement /expan-
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sion/ refurbishment projects involving construction works to arts and culture facilities.  

* Stream C   is a separate scheme aimed at the upgrading of visual artists’ workspaces. Ap-
plications for this Stream were managed by Visual Artists Ireland. 

While Stream C is dedicated to artist’s’ workspaces, applications were also allowed under 
Streams A and B in respect of artists’ workspaces.  It is hoped that the results of the scheme will 
be announced over the coming months.   

The Arts Council operates a number of schemes and initiatives which have been established 
for the particular support of visual arts, including the Visual Artists Workspace Scheme. This 
scheme is funded by the Arts Council and is administered on its behalf by Visual Artists Ireland. 
The purpose of the Visual Artists Workspace Scheme is to support artists’ workspaces through-
out the country to provide the best possible working environment for visual artists and, where 
feasible, to enable a level of subsidy for the artists working in these spaces.  I understand that 
under this scheme, Visual Artists Ireland invites applications for grants of up to a maximum 
of €40,000 towards running costs such as light, heat, rent, artists’ development programmes, 
administration and/or appropriate salary costs. A small proportion may be directed toward es-
sential maintenance and equipment expenditure. Practical information in relation to the Visual 
Artists Workspace Scheme may be accessed on the Visual Artists Ireland website. 

Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRB0240059. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
bhfuil plean ag a Roinn chun tacaíocht airgeadais a chur ar fáil d’Ionaid Phobail sa Ghaeltacht 
atá ag cailleadh amach ar airgead a saothraíodh a bhuí le Colaistí Samhraidh Gaeltachta, a bhí 
in ainm is a bheith ar siúl an samhradh seo, a bheith curtha ar ceal. [17397/20]

22/07/2020WRB02500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Aithníonn mo Roinn gur tréimhse dúshlánach í seo do pobal na Gaeltachta i 
gcoitinne agus go mbeidh easnamh mór sa gheilleagar de dheasca Covid-19.

D’fhógair mo Roinn le gairid go raibh ciste éigeandála aon uaire ar fiú €4.7m chun tacú le 
cobhsú earnáil na gcoláistí samhraidh Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. Tagann an tionscnamh seo tar éis 
gur fhógair mo Roinn ar an 20 Aibreán 2020 nach reáchtálfaí aon chúrsa foghlama Gaeilge sa 
Ghaeltacht an samhradh seo de bharr na paindéime Covid-19, ar mhaithe le sláinte phoiblí a 
chosaint.

Is beart aon uaire é a bhfuil mar aidhm aige inmharthanacht leanúnach na hearnála a 
chinntiú agus dá réir, ligean don earnáil leanúint ar aghaidh chun cur leis an iarracht chórasach 
atá á déanamh chun tacú leis an nGaeilge agus leis na réigiúin Ghaeltachta de réir chuspóirí 
uileghabhálacha an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010–2030 agus an Plean Gníomhaíochta 
2018–2022 lena mbaineann. 

Faoin gciste cobhsaithe atá fógartha, cuirfear tacaíocht ar fiú suas le €3.1m é i dtreo údaráis 
na gcoláistí le cur ar a gcumas táillí/éarlais a aisíoc le tuismitheoirí agus cuirfear €1.6m ar fáil 
chun tacú leis an 700 teaghlach Gaeltachta incháilithe a chuireann lóistín deimhnithe ar fáil 
dóibh siúd a fhreastalaíonn ar cheann de na 42 coláiste samhraidh Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht a bh-
fuil aitheantas acu faoin scéim.

Maidir leis na hallaí pobail, is tríd a cuid scéimeanna caipitil a chuireann mo Roinn tacaíocht 
airgid ar fáil do phobail áitiúla chun áiseanna pobail agus chaitheamh aimsire a fhorbairt.
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Cé nach bhfuil aon scéim ná ciste ag mo Roinn faoina bhféadfaí cúnamh reatha a chur ar fáil 
do hallaí agus ionaid phobail, is féidir a bheith cinnte go leanfaidh mo Roinn ag cabhrú mar is 
cuí le cúnamh caipitil a chur ar fáil faoina Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga ar leas na hallaí 
agus ionaid pobail.

Chas oifigigh mo Roinne le toscaireacht ó hallaí pobail i nGaeltacht Chonamara an tseachtain 
seo caite agus pléadh na hábhair imní atá acu. Beidh an scéal ar fad á choinneáil faoi bhreithniú 
ag mo chuid oifigigh agus tuigim go bhfuil beartaithe cruinniú eile a shocrú roimh dheireadh 
na míosa.

22/07/2020WRC00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRC0030060. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation his plans to protect the pub sector. [17507/20]

22/07/2020WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government has introduced a range of measures for firms of all sizes, which includes 
the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the self-employed, grants, 
low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of which will help 
to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID19 supports for business are 
available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

Any eligible business, including the self-employed, can apply for the following supports. 
The most appropriate support will depend on the characteristics of the business.  

MicroFinance Ireland can provide loans of up to €50,000 as an immediate measure to spe-
cifically deal with exceptional circumstances that micro-enterprises – (any business -Sole Trad-
er, Partnership or Limited Company with less than 10 full time employees and annual turnover 
of up to €2m)- are facing. 

Local Enterprise Offices have moved training programmes, workshops and networking 
meet-ups online, covering areas such as cash management in a crisis, leading your business 
through COVID-19 and advice for employers impacted by the crisis. Training programmes are 
free of charge and places can be booked online, through your Local Enterprise Office.

I am currently reviewing the full range of supports in place to help businesses, together with 
my Ministerial colleagues, as we prepare the forthcoming July Stimulus and I expect an ambi-
tious stimulus package will be announced this week.

I can assure the Deputy that the Government will not be found wanting. Not only must we 
address the current challenges, but we must also look ahead.

22/07/2020WRC00500Workplace Relations Commission

22/07/2020WRC0060061. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation further to Parliamentary Question No. 306 of 3 December 2019, the way in which a 
person can secure recourse when a court order following a WRC decision is not honoured; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17551/20]

22/07/2020WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): If an Employer/Respondent fails to comply with a decision of an Adjudication Officer of 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC), or a decision of the Labour Court arising from an 
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appeal of an Adjudication Officer’s decision, within the prescribed time, an application may be 
made to the District Court in accordance with section 43 of the Workplace Relations Act 2015 
for an order directing the Respondent to carry out the decision. The application can be made by 
the following:

- The complainant concerned; 

- The WRC, on behalf of a complainant where the complainant requests the WRC to make 
an application;

- A Trade Union, with  consent of the employee; or 

- An excepted body of which  the employee/complainant is a member.

Section 51 of the Workplace Relations Act 2015, further provides that failure to comply 
with an Order issued by the District Court in accordance with Section 43 is an offence and that 
a person guilty of that offence shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a Class A fine or im-
prisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.

In terms of applications made to the District Court by the WRC, some 16 such cases have 
been initiated in the years 2017 to date : payment has been confirmed on foot of 6 orders issued 
and 4 respondents have been convicted for failure to comply with a Court Order issued. The 
remaining cases are ongoing.

Where applications are made directly to the District Court by a complainant or a trade union 
or excepted body on behalf of a complainant, the WRC has no direct knowledge of the outcome 
in relation to compliance with the Order. Ultimately, Sheriffs (or County Registrars acting as 
Sheriffs) are responsible to the Court for the enforcement of Court Orders. The law and proce-
dures governing the execution of Court Orders is contained in the Enforcement of Court Orders 
Acts, 1926 to 1940 which is under the remit of the Minister for Justice and Equality.

22/07/2020WRC00800Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

22/07/2020WRC0090062. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the status of cooperation between Ireland and Canada with respect to CETA; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17579/20]

22/07/2020WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) is a progressive 
and comprehensive trade agreement between the EU and Canada. CETA has provisionally ap-
plied since 21st September 2017 meaning that duties on 98% of products (tariff lines) that the 
EU trades with Canada have been removed. The reduced trade barriers, tariff elimination, sim-
plified customs procedures and more compatible technical requirements all make it easier and 
cheaper for Irish companies of all sizes to export to Canada. 

International Trade Policy is a competence of the EU Commission under the EU Treaties 
and defined as the Common Commercial Policy.  Under this architecture the Commission rep-
resents Ireland and other Member States in taking into account the needs of individual Member 
States and the collective good of the Union in international trade negotiations. 

Bilaterally, business links between Ireland and Canada are deep and extensive - outside 
of Europe, the US and China, Canada is our largest indigenous export market. More than 400 
Enterprise Ireland clients are doing business in the Canadian market with over 6,000 people 
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in Canada employed by Enterprise Ireland clients. This strong economic relationship, as well 
Ireland’s support for a fully implemented CETA, was emphasised to our Canadian partners by 
former Minister of State at my Department Pat Breen during a Trade Mission to Canada in May 
2019.  While the 2020 Programme of Trade Missions had to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, my Department sees the Canadian market as continuing to present strong opportuni-
ties for Irish exporters and, therefore, foresees Canada featuring again in our 2021 Trade Mis-
sion Programme. 

I might also add that my Department’s analysis has found that when comparing the last 
full year of trade prior to the provisional application of CETA, 2016, and the first full year of 
provisional application, 2018, trade grew by 27%. Furthermore, the cost of service barriers to 
trade will, on average, be reduced under CETA by 10 per cent in Canada and by 4 per cent in the 
EU. Moreover, the benefits and opportunities to business in the removal of non-tariff barriers to 
trade (NTBs) - in areas such as regulatory co-operation, trade facilitation measures, streamlined 
administration etc. - contained within CETA will be especially valuable for SMEs, given that 
trade barriers tend to disproportionately burden smaller firms, which have fewer resources to 
overcome them than larger firms.

To date, 14 Member States have signaled to the General Secretariat of the Council of the Eu-
ropean Union the completion of their respective national ratification procedures while several 
other Member States are currently progressing approval of the Agreement. Ireland, like many 
Member States, was awaiting the opinion of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) 
in a case that regarding the compatibility of CETA with EU law prior to considering the com-
mencement of our ratification process. The Opinion of the CJEU issued on 30th April 2019 and 
found that there were no issues regarding the compatibility of the Agreement with EU law and 
no changes to the text of CETA required.

As a result of this decision of the CJEU, I will, in due course, consider with my Govern-
ment colleagues, the moving a motion in Dáil Éireann (in accordance with Article 29.5.2 of the 
Constitution), seeking approval on the terms of the Agreement.  If Dáil Éireann votes in favour 
of the Agreement, Ireland will subsequently notify the General Secretariat of the Council of the 
European Union that we have completed our respective internal requirements and procedures 
concerning the ratification of CETA.   

22/07/2020WRC01100Brexit Supports

22/07/2020WRC0120063. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the measures being taken to encourage continued up-take among SMEs of the Enter-
prise Ireland Brexit SME scorecard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17521/20]

22/07/2020WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In 2017, Enterprise Ireland developed and launched a Brexit SME Scorecard, an interac-
tive online platform which can be used by all Irish companies to self-assess their exposure to 
Brexit under six business pillars. The Brexit Scorecard remains a very informative tool to help 
companies understand their Brexit exposure and generate a Brexit action plan. 

To date 7,211 scorecards have been completed. The Scorecard is  promoted through discus-
sions with Enterprise Ireland clients and also through Enterprise Ireland and Local Enterprise 
Office online channels. Enterprise Ireland is now encouraging clients to review these Brexit 
action plans and put in place the implementation steps necessary to be ready for the end of the 
transition period on the 1st of January 2021.
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22/07/2020WRC01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRC0150064. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if his attention has been drawn to delays in some Dublin authorities in processing 
applications for the restart grant; and if steps can be taken to rectify this. [17535/20]

22/07/2020WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The numbers of applications processed varies between Local Authorities.  Delays in pro-
cessing can occur for a variety of reasons such as lack of relevant information provided by 
applicants, further information being sought from applicants, applications made in respect of 
properties not relevant to a particular Local Authority, adjustments necessarily being made to 
software systems to match the appropriate Scheme criteria and the sheer volume of applications 
which has generated considerable work for the teams handling the scheme.  

One particular Dublin local authority, South Dublin County Council, experienced software 
problems which led to grant applications being incorrectly rejected.  I understand that the tech-
nical problem has been solved now and that the council staff are actively working with affected 
applicants to process their applications.  

The processing data currently available to my officials does not indicate processing delays 
in the three other Dublin local authorities.  However, this is carefully monitored to ensure that 
any emerging problems are addressed as soon as possible. 

22/07/2020WRC01700Employment Rights

22/07/2020WRC0180065. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the requirements of employers for recording pregnancy related sickness absence in 
the workplace; if an employer is required to record pregnancy related sickness absence sepa-
rately from other sick leave in order that it is ignored as absence and not used as a disadvantage 
for disciplinary action, dismissal, or redundancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17588/20]

22/07/2020WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Maternity benefit and sickness benefit payments to employees are administered by the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. The Unfair Dismissals Act 1979 and 
the Redundancy Payments Act 1969 are currently the responsibility of the Minister for Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection although they will shortly move to my Department as part of 
a wider Transfer of Functions.

The Maternity Protection of Employees and the Employment Equality Acts are the respon-
sibility of the Minster for Justice and Equality.

Under Irish law, pregnant employees, employees on maternity leave and employees who 
have recently given birth are afforded significant protection from dismissal. Under the Unfair 
Dismissal Acts a dismissal is considered to be automatically unfair if the employee is dismissed 
for reason of pregnancy, giving birth, breast feeding or any connected matters.  The twelve-
month service requirement, which usually applies under the Act, does not apply to employees 
dismissed for these reasons. In the case of pregnant employees, the burden of proof is on an em-
ployer to prove, on the balance of probabilities, that the dismissal was unrelated to pregnancy.

The Equality Acts prohibit the treatment of one person less favourably than another on the 
basis of nine grounds including gender (this includes pregnancy-related discrimination). Once 
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it can be shown the employer knew of the pregnancy, the burden of proof shifts to the employer 
to show, on the balance of probabilities, that there has been no discrimination. There is no ser-
vice requirement under the Equality Acts: employees are entitled to this protection from day 
one of their employment.

Complaints in relation to contraventions of, and disputes as to entitlements under employ-
ment, equality and equal status legislation may be referred to the Director General of the Work-
place Relations Commission using the online complaint form https://www.workplacerelations.
ie/en/publications_forms/workplace_relations_complaint_form1.pdf.

22/07/2020WRC02000Waste Management

22/07/2020WRC0210066. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will introduce a waste waiver scheme for persons with disabilities as prom-
ised by the last Government [17455/20]

22/07/2020WRC02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department has been examining this issue in detail and has engaged with relevant 
stakeholders, including representative organisations and the HSE, in an effort to see how best 
to support persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal of medical incon-
tinence wear. However, there are complex issues at play in this area, which are understandable 
given the sensitive nature of the medical data in question.  

Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage household-
ers to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop 
various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per ki-
logramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced. A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to 
homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price sta-
bility. Results from the PMG are available on my Department’s website. I will shortly be bring-
ing forward an ambitious new Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy which will contain 
important measures to enhance consumer protection in our waste collection system. 

22/07/2020WRC02300National Broadband Plan

22/07/2020WRC0240067. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband will be available at a property (details supplied); the steps the per-
son can take to accelerate the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17563/20]

22/07/2020WRC02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the 
network to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed 
in November last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).  

The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum down-
load speed of 150Mbps from the outset.  By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass in the region 
of 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is com-
pleted. All counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in 
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the State will have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The Government 
is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, farm, business and school in 
Ireland and my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of acceler-
ating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are 
currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. Further information 
on deployment activities associated with the rollout can be found on the NBI website http://
www.nbi.ie. 

To support remote working and connected communities, approximately 300 Broadband 
Connections Points (BCPs) were identified by Local Authorities to be connected to high speed 
broadband this year. This will assist communities to quickly get free public access to high speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). The 
planned BCP locations, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities and other public 
places are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s web-
site www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The BCP delivery project is well underway and connectivity is being provided to each of 
the sites by National Broadband Ireland (NBI). Subsequent to this, the sites, other than schools, 
are being Wi-Fi enabled by Vodafone under a contract with the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development. This work also involves the local authorities and site owners determining 
the services that will be provided for end-users at each site. For the 75 schools that are also part 
of this project, enabling these schools with Wi-Fi is being led by the Department of Education 
subsequent to NBI providing the connectivity to the schools.

22/07/2020WRC02600National Broadband Plan

22/07/2020WRC0270068. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the reason 20 houses in an area (details supplied) cannot avail of high-speed broad-
band in view of the fact houses on the road have no issue availing of same [17463/20]

22/07/2020WRC02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Question refers to premises which are located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the 
network to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed 
in November last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).   

The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum down-
load speed of 150Mbps from the outset.  By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass in the region 
of 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is com-
pleted. All counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in 
the State will have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The Government 
is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, farm, business and school in 
Ireland and my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the feasibility of acceler-
ating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are 
currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. Further information 
on deployment activities associated with the rollout can be found on the NBI website http://
www.nbi.ie. 

I understand that some of the premises referred to are close to premises that are passed by 
eir’s fibre network.  eir’s rural deployment of high speed broadband is a commercial under-
taking and, as such, decisions regarding the areas and premises served are made by eir. My 
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Department has no role in the matter and has no statutory authority to intervene in decisions of 
commercial operators, as to where they build infrastructure and provide services. Throughout 
rural Ireland, eir’s fibre deployment is primarily focussed on towns and villages and the prem-
ises on their outskirts. Where that network ends is where the National Broadband Plan in effect 
commences to ensure that nobody is left behind. I appreciate people’s frustration when they are 
living so close to a fibre network but cannot get a connection to that network, particularly given 
the heightened importance of connectivity during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure 
that in all such cases a future proofed high speed broadband network will be built to serve these 
premises and work to deliver on this commenced earlier this year. 

To support remote working and connected communities, approximately 300 Broadband 
Connections Points (BCPs) were identified by Local Authorities to be connected to high speed 
broadband this year. This will assist communities to quickly get free public access to high speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). The 
planned BCP locations, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities and other public 
places are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s web-
site www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The BCP delivery project is well underway and connectivity is being provided to each of 
the sites by National Broadband Ireland (NBI). Subsequent to this, the sites, other than schools, 
are being Wi-Fi enabled by Vodafone under a contract with the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development. This work also involves the local authorities and site owners determining 
the services that will be provided for end-users at each site. For the 75 schools that are also part 
of this project, enabling these schools with Wi-Fi is being led by the Department of Education 
subsequent to NBI providing the connectivity to the schools.

Bringing connectivity to remote rural locations is central to promoting regional develop-
ment and BCPs represent an important delivery in the early stages of the National Broadband 
Plan. 

22/07/2020WRC02900Energy Efficiency

22/07/2020WRC0300069. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of projects completed under the deep retrofit scheme; the expenditure 
involved; the number of outstanding projects to be completed; the estimated cost of each; and 
the number that will not go ahead. [17522/20]

22/07/2020WRC03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to in-
vestigate the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The Pilot provides 50% 
funding for energy upgrades to an A BER rating with 95% funding provided for low-income 
households. The scheme, which is funded by my Department and operated by the SEAI, closed 
for applications on 19th July 2019. All applications received in advance of the deadline were 
evaluated in line with the scheme terms and conditions.  

The information requested in relation to number of projects and expenditure under the Deep 
Retrofit Pilot is set out in the table below.

Project details Amounts
Total projects completed 54 (341 homes)
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Project details Amounts
Expenditure to date €13.656 million (includes completed proj-

ects and milestone payments on projects to 
be completed)

Projects to be completed 58 (256 homes)
Balance to be paid €14.259 million (includes monitoring and 

verification amounts for completed projects 
and projects to be completed)

Number not going ahead 1 (project withdrawn by Service Provider)
More generally, the Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious 

targets for the number and depth of residential retrofits to be completed by 2030. The targets 
are to retrofit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2/cost optimal equivalent and 
to install 400,000 heat pumps in existing buildings over the next 10 years. Retrofitting has the 
ability to contribute to a number of important goals including - decarbonisation; warmer, more 
comfortable homes; and job creation and retention. 

A cross-Departmental Retrofit Taskforce has been established to develop a new retrofit de-
livery model capable of achieving these targets. This process has been informed by experience 
from existing schemes in Ireland such as the Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme, consultation with 
stakeholders and an analysis of relevant international experience. The model is designed to 
address barriers to energy efficiency investments in four key areas: customer proposition and 
demand generation, financing and affordability, supplier capacity, and delivery structure. The 
Climate Action Plan, as part of this process, commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing 
grant schemes to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money.

The Retrofit Taskforce report, to be published in October 2020, will inform the future design 
of retrofit schemes to deliver the ambitious targets as set out in the Programme for Government.

22/07/2020WRC03200Broadcasting Sector

22/07/2020WRC0330070. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funding allocated to the Sound and Vision Fund in each of the years 2018, 
2019 and to date in 2020. [17552/20]

22/07/2020WRC0340071. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if community radio receives funding from the Exchequer; if so, the details of the 
allocation for each of the years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17553/20]

22/07/2020WRC03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 70 and 71 together.  

Part 10 of the Broadcasting Act, 2009 makes provision for the disbursement of 7% of the 
net television licence fee receipts to the Broadcasting Fund administered by the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland (BAI). The Broadcasting Fund supports both the Sound and Vision (S&V) 
and Archiving Schemes. Total Licence Fee Receipts comprises monies from TV licence sales 
and Exchequer funding from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection for 
the operation of the free TV licence Scheme.   

The total of licence fee revenues allocated to the S&V Scheme Fund is detailed in the table 
below;
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Sound and Vision Scheme

2018 €14,512,923.06
2019 €13,456,122.40
2020 (to date) €7,093,942.55
The newly launched fourth round of the S&V Scheme provides for funding for the commu-

nity radio sector in respect of their social benefit obligations. Under this ancillary round the BAI 
have put in place additional funding of €750,000 for community radio in 2020 which is now 
open for applications. Further information is available on the BAI’s website at https://www.bai.
ie/en/broadcasting/funding-development-3/sound-vision-4/.

The table below details the previous funding rounds under S&V 3, awarded to program-
ming either to be produced by a community broadcaster, or by an independent production com-
pany in association with a community broadcaster. 

 - Community Radio € Community TV € Total €
2018 467,385 483,700 951,085
2019 461,914 279,299 741,213
2020** Excludes the 
€750,000 ancilliary 
round under S&V4

302,195 227,550 529,745

22/07/2020WRC03700Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRC0380072. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the reopening guidelines for non-food pubs will be published; the reason for the delay in their 
publication to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17510/20]

22/07/2020WRC0390073. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the delayed reopening of pubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17511/20]

22/07/2020WRC04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 72 and 73 together.

In line with the sequence of actions detailed in the revised ‘Roadmap for Reopening Society 
and Business’, pubs that do not serve substantial meals are due to reopen in Phase 4, which is 
scheduled to commence on 10 August. 

Following receipt of relevant public health guidance the guidelines for the reopening of 
pubs are being updated by Fáilte Ireland and will be published in the coming days.

22/07/2020WRC04200Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRC0430074. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will is-
sue specific Covid-19 return to work guidelines to driver instructors in view of the nature of 
their profession which entails being in a confined space with their student; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17556/20]

22/07/2020WRC04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The decision taken 
by Government, following the advice of the National Public Health Emergency Team, to al-
low for the reopening of certain businesses, including driving instruction, as part of the revised 
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Phase 3 of the Roadmap for reopening the country, was based on assessments of the level of risk 
to public health of reopening these businesses.  It is not an instruction to open such businesses 
but a recommendation that it can be safe do so, provided appropriate measures to protect the 
health of workers and customers are taken.

In terms of guidance to assist businesses, including driving instructors, a National Return 
to Work Safely Protocol has been produced under the aegis of the Labour Employer Economic 
Forum and is the result of a collaborative effort by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA), the 
Health Services Executive (HSE) and the Department of Health and the Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation.  The HSA has in turn produced COVID-19 checklists and 
templates, based on the Protocol, to help employers, business owners and managers to get their 
business up and running again and to inform workers about what they need to do to help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace.

The RSA developed protocols in relation to the resumption of driver testing, based on the 
overall national protocol and the additional templates and checklists from the HSA.  I under-
stand that the National Office of Traffic Medicine was also available to the RSA to assist in its 
task.  The RSA shared these protocols with driving instructors via a series of Frequently Asked 
Questions when, in anticipation of the resumption of driver testing on 29 June, the Authority 
wrote to each Approved Driving Instructor(ADI) on 22 June, advising them of the planned 
phased return of driver testing.  These protocols may assist driving instructors in taking the 
necessary measures resuming their businesses safely.

Neither the RSA nor the Department can instruct driving schools on how they should run 
their business.  It is up to each driving instructor or driving school to protect themselves, their 
families and customers by adhering to the official Government guidelines on hygiene and social 
distancing.

When reviewing proposals from the RSA for resuming services in line with the Roadmap, 
the Department asked about engagement with the ADI sector in relation to the plan.  The De-
partment was advised that the RSA was engaging with the Stakeholder Forum for ADIs as well 
as communicating directly with each ADI to update them and to direct their attention to infor-
mation on the RSA website including the Frequently Asked Questions. In dealing with ADIs on 
COVID and indeed on other matters, it is important to note they are not employees or contrac-
tors of the RSA but are individual/independent operators.

22/07/2020WRC04500Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRC0460075. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if measures 
will be put in place to prevent incoming travel from countries and regions currently experienc-
ing a high Covid-19 infection rate. [17495/20]

22/07/2020WRC04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As you are no doubt 
aware, the Department of Health is the lead Government Department in relation to public health 
matters, including COVID-19 and also measures taken at ports and airports in relation to arriv-
ing passengers.

Measures to protect public health are recommended by the National Emergency Public 
Health Team (NPHET) within the Department of Health, and my Department and its agencies 
follow the government’s public health advice. 

All queries in relation to public health should therefore be directed to the Department of 
Health. 
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22/07/2020WRC04800Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRC0490076. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding persons entering and exiting Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17513/20]

22/07/2020WRC05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to 
advise the Deputy that our State Airports have remained open during the Covid-19 crisis to en-
sure critical supply chains have been able to remain operational, and citizens have been able to 
return home. While our three State Airports have seen some increases in operations since more 
passenger flights resumed on 1 July, passenger numbers still remain low.  At Dublin Airport, 9m 
passengers are expected in 2020 (compared to over 32m passengers in 2019).  Cork Airport’s 
overall passenger numbers were down around 90% last week compared to the same period last 
year. While Shannon Airport has seen a slight uplift in passenger numbers, they also still remain 
on average over 87% down on this time last year.

Statistics on the countries of departure for passengers arriving into Ireland are set out in the 
table below . Transfer passengers are not included in the arrivals statistics for airports as Ireland 
is not the final destination for these passengers who do not leave the airport before travelling 
onwards to their final destination.  A breakdown of arrivals into Ireland of Irish residents return-
ing home or foreign residents visiting Ireland is not available. All statistics set out below are 
provisional figures provided by the airport and are subject to change. 

The first table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland 
through Dublin Airport for the time periods requested. The figures do not include transfer pas-
sengers. 

Passengers Arriving in Ireland through Dublin Airport

Country of Depar-
ture

29 June - 05 July 
2020

6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

Austria 155 162 229
Belgium 499 527 678
Bulgaria 276 295 287
Canada 118 132 142
Croatia 198 257 357
Cyprus 25 31 63
Czech Republic 137 175 267
Denmark 213 246 325
Estonia 103 84 154
France 1,055 1,755 2,137
Germany 1,433 1,656 2,019
Greece 124 221 439
Hungary 272 333 458
Italy 748 881 1,324
Latvia 372 396 498
Lebanon 170 0 0
Lithuania 339 394 566
Malta 58 97 168
Moldova 355 231 345
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Country of Depar-
ture

29 June - 05 July 
2020

6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

Montenegro 4 14 66
Netherlands 1,708 2,020 2,041
Norway 0 0 64
Poland 1,444 1,634 2,020
Portugal 892 1,123 1,697
Qatar 307 254 314
Ireland 257 274 309
Romania 669 1,071 1,079
Slovakia 0 177 155
Spain 1,570 2,842 4,965
Sweden 30 75 202
Switzerland 333 435 590
Turkey 135 205 357
Ukraine 83 66 104
UAE 1,205 806 647
United Kingdom 6,795 8,742 10,743
USA 1,074 992 1,122
Total 23,156 28,603 36,931
The second table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland 

through Cork Airport for the time periods requested. The figures do not include transfer pas-
sengers. 

Passengers Arriving in Ireland through Cork Airport

Country of Depar-
ture

29 June - 5 July 2020 6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

France 90 104 120
Hungary 56 78 81
Italy 38 52 85
Malta 17 46 42
Poland 292 368 363
Portugal 25 56 101
Spain 225 284 450
Switzerland 0 42 38
United Kingdom 988 1,144 1,566
Total 1,731 2,174 2,846
The third table below shows the approximate number of passengers arriving in Ireland 

through Shannon Airport for the time periods requested. The figures do not include transfer 
passengers. 

Passengers Arriving in Ireland through Shannon Airport

Country of Depar-
ture

29 June - 5 July 2020 6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

Austria 20   15   30   
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Country of Depar-
ture

29 June - 5 July 2020 6 July - 12 July 2020 13 July - 19 July 
2020

Barbados 0   7   0   
Canada 0   1   0   
Lithuania 43   63   70   
Poland 175   199   238   
Portugal 28   26   67   
Spain 93   151   332   
United Kingdom 475   685   772   
USA 2   0   13   
Total 836   1,147   1,522   
In relation to ports, passenger numbers by specific country of departure through Ireland’s 

ports are not currently available. The below table shows the most up to date information on  ap-
proximate number of passengers arriving at Irish Ports in the weeks 29 June to 5 July and  6 to 
12 July 2020 . 

The Central corridor accounts for services to/from the port of Dublin to Great Britain. This 
includes sailings to Holyhead by Irish Ferries and Stena Line; to Liverpool by P&O Ferries and 
Seatruck Ferries; and to Heysham by Seatruck.  The Southern corridor includes routes to/from 
Rosslare- to Fishguard by Stena Line and Rosslare to Pembroke by Irish Ferries. The Continen-
tal corridor covers all direct services to/from Belgium, France, the Netherlands and Spain from 
Dublin, Rosslare and Cork. Passengers services go to/from Rosslare to France and Spain and 
from Cork to France.

Passengers Arriving at Ireland’s Ports

 - June 29 - July 5 2020 July 6 - July 12 2020 
Central Corridor 5,048 4,998
Southern Corridor 1,023 1,241
Continental Corridor 759 724
Total 6,830 6,963

22/07/2020WRC05100Garda Operations

22/07/2020WRC0520077. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount paid by the NTA and TII to An Garda Síochána during the past five years in respect of 
the provision of policing services; and the basis on which this is being charged by An Garda 
Síochána. [17515/20]

22/07/2020WRC05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland. However, 
I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for both the  National Transport Authority (NTA) and Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII).

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA and TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

22/07/2020WRC05400Rail Network
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22/07/2020WRC0550078. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the date the 
Limerick to Ballybrophy and Limerick to Waterford rail lines will reopen. [17548/20]

22/07/2020WRC05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

22/07/2020WRC05700Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRC0580079. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures being put in place to ensure that those who have flights booked but are following 
guidelines and not travelling will not lose the complete cost of the flights; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17554/20]

22/07/2020WRC05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As things stand 
in law, air passenger rights are protected by Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004, which covers the 
rights of passenger in instances of cancellations.  However, if a flight goes ahead and a customer 
either cancels or does not use their ticket, they are not entitled to a refund under EU law.  

Evidently the existing consumer protections and legal obligations on airlines and the broad-
er travel sector did not envisage the current circumstances of mass cancellations and stringent 
travel restrictions.  That has, not surprisingly, put the entire system under immense pressure and 
it is causing real difficulties for people and businesses.  I understand that the main Irish airlines 
have been offering the option to rebook in circumstances where a flight occurs but people are 
not able to present because of Government advice.  That said, I am mindful that the options put 
forward by airlines may not be fair or workable for customers in all instances.  

The Government is continuing its deliberations on the resumption of international travel in 
light of the ongoing health crisis and the issue of passenger rights is part of those deliberations.

22/07/2020WRD00200Driver Test

22/07/2020WRD0030080. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make provision in driver test centres for driving instructors to avail of indoor facilities while 
their students are undergoing their driver test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17555/20]

22/07/2020WRD00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

22/07/2020WRD00500Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRD0060081. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his Depart-
ment has estimated the economic implications of using 50% of passenger capacity in the fleet 
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of private coach operators in terms of the viability of those companies in view of the level of 
employment they are likely to provide in future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17573/20]

22/07/2020WRD00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Over the course of 
the COVID-19 crisis, my Department has been working closely with the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) to ensure public transport services continue safety and to plan for capacity as 
demand for public transport services changes along the course of the Government’s Roadmap 
for Reopening Society and Business.  

While the majority of public transport in Ireland is provided by the publicly-subvented bus 
and rail services funded through National Transport Authority’s (NTA) public service obliga-
tion (PSO) programme, the public transport system also includes non-subvented bus services 
provided on a commercial basis by bus and coach businesses of varying size.  I understand that 
about 90% of the commercial bus operators have suspended their services or are providing sig-
nificantly reduced services at present. My Department has engaged with the Coach Tourism & 
Transport Council of Ireland (CTTC) on a regular basis in relation to the impact of Covid-19 
on licensed bus operators.

The sharp decline in passenger numbers since mid-March this year as a result of the Co-
vid-19 health emergency has caused an unprecedented fall in fare revenues, thus creating a wide 
gap between the operators’ costs and actual revenues. From my Department’s engagement with 
their representatives, and indeed from the NTA’s regular engagement with them throughout the 
crisis, I understand the very difficult business environment that the commercial operators have 
been facing.  Indeed, across Government we are acutely aware that the Covid-19 situation pres-
ents huge challenges for many business sectors.

It is critical for the public transport sector to be functioning so that it can carry the pas-
sengers that we need to return to work and to other activities as they re-open.  Many of these 
operators provide essential transport services for people who need to get to work and are vital 
to ensure economic recovery.

For that reason, the Deputy will be pleased to know that on 25 June the Government ap-
proved temporary funding supports, in accordance with EU and national legislation, for the 
licensed bus sector.  These supports are aimed at ensuring the continued operation of essential 
licensed bus services for a period of up to six months. The package will be restricted to opera-
tors where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention and will be targeted at 
compensating the gap between specified costs and the revenues generated on the services. The 
NTA, as the public transport licensing agency, is responsible for administering funding support 
through the establishment of contracts between the NTA and the relevant operators.

This is, of course, additional to the wider programme of Government supports introduced for 
impacted businesses, including new schemes of wage subsidies, rates waivers, re-start grants, 
lending facilities, equity injection, and business advisory supports for example.  

With the commencement of Phase 3 of the Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business 
on 29 June 2020, changes to the existing public transport social distancing restrictions were 
agreed, allowing a move from 2 metres social distancing to utilising 50% of the passenger-
carrying capacity of bus and rail fleet. This will help to underpin public transport services 
provided by both public and commercial licensed operators during these unprecedented times, 
with a view to safeguarding public transport for the Roadmap for Reopening Society and Busi-
ness.  Alongside this change, new Regulations were introduced making mandatory the wearing 
of face coverings on public transport, with some limited exceptions.
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22/07/2020WRD00800Driver Licences

22/07/2020WRD0090082. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding a driver licence renewal for a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; if steps can 
be taken to address the backlog for driver licence renewals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17584/20]

22/07/2020WRD0100084. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider extending the driver licence renewal period for those over 70 years of age in view 
of Covid-19 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17595/20]

22/07/2020WRD0110089. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
include driver licences that are due to expire in July 2020 in relation to the extension by four 
months, of the period of validity for driver licences that were due to expire between March 
and June 2020 in view of the fact that some drivers including a person (details supplied) are 
being informed by the NDLS that they cannot provide appointments for drivers to renew their 
licences until August 2020 thus leaving some drivers without a licence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17618/20]

22/07/2020WRD01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 82, 84 and 89 together.

The possible extension of the validity of driver licence for a further period is under consid-
eration. The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) recommenced services on a phased basis 
from  Monday 8 June 2020.

NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing requirements 
and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers. Therefore, all appointments must be 
booked in advance. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority is currently working with their providers to see how they can 
increase capacity while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options under consideration 
include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. 
Some applicants may be able to apply online. Details are available on the NDLS website (www.
ndls.ie). 

22/07/2020WRD01300Transport Policy

22/07/2020WRD0140083. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the assessment by An Taisce of Smarter Travel - A New Transport Policy for Ireland 
2009-2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17593/20]

22/07/2020WRD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I very much wel-
come the fact that as part of its environmental performance review of Ireland the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is including a chapter on sustainable 
mobility. This chapter was included at the request of my Department and the OECD’s review 
will, I am sure, provide an objective, independent and evidence based approach toward assess-
ing the progress that has been achieved and the challenges, often significant, which remain. 
An Taisce’s submission to the OECD is one of a number of submissions made by different 
organisations and interest groups during the consultation process that will usefully inform the 
OECD’s work in the coming months. 

The OECD’s review is very timely, as the Deputy will be aware that my Department has 
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itself already launched a review of sustainable mobility policy and held a public consultation 
process, including a stakeholder engagement event, between November 2019 and February 
2020. I intend to publish a report of the public consultation process shortly. 

An extensive range of background papers was published as part of this consultation pro-
cess, including a review of implementation progress relating to Smarter Travel - A Sustainable 
Transport Future  and these papers are available to view on my Department’s website. 

I recognise, as does my Department’s review of Smarter Travel, that key targets of the 
policy were not achieved.  However, the Deputy will acknowledge that, following publication 
of the 2009 policy, the budgetary parameters became extremely restrictive due to the economic 
and financial crisis which occurred at that time.  Funding remained extremely constrained in the 
years that followed and significant increases have only been possible in the most recent Bud-
gets.  The funding available over most of the period of the Smarter Travel   policy’s lifecycle 
was much more restricted than envisaged at the time of its development.  

I intend to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years that can provide a strate-
gic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable 
mobility programme.  The new policy statement will be informed by the review of the Smarter 
Travel, submissions received during my Department’s consultation period and the views and 
recommendations of the OECD and will provide a platform to advance the ambitions of the 
Programme for Government   in the area of sustainable mobility, including active travel, and 
will replace the 2009 policy.  

  Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 82.

22/07/2020WRD01700Military Aircraft

22/07/2020WRD0180085. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of each foreign military airforce that used an ARES area in Irish airspace in each of the 
years 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and the number of times in each year that each airforce 
made use of an Irish ARES area. [17598/20]

22/07/2020WRD0190086. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of each instance in which Irish airspace was reserved for the use of foreign military air-
craft through flexible use of airspace in each of the years 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and 
the foreign military involved in each instance. [17599/20]

22/07/2020WRD02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 85 and 86 together. 

My policy remit is limited to civil aviation and therefore matters relating to military activity 
fall outside of my ministerial responsibilities.  Matters relating to foreign military activity in 
Irish airspace are a matter, in the first instance, for my colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Simon Coveney, T.D.

22/07/2020WRD02200Motor Tax

22/07/2020WRD0230087. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport trans-
port the way in which persons who did not declare their car off the road in advance of travel 
restriction due to Covid-19 mitigation measures by the State may avail of a waiver of motor tax 
arrears; his plans to waive motor tax arrears as part of the phased reopening of the economy and 
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society; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17611/20]

22/07/2020WRD02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): There are no plans 
currently to amend motor tax legislation to provide for the waiving of arrears of motor tax. 

Motor tax receipts are a significant contributor to Exchequer finances and form part of the 
means in ensuring that Covid-19 supports can continue in the short-term, in helping the re-
building of the economy in the medium to longer term and in ensuring the ongoing provision of 
public services.  As the Deputy is aware, the Government has channelled Exchequer resources 
towards the introduction of a range of supports for Covid-impacted businesses, including rates 
waivers, re-start grants, lending facilities, equity injection, and business advisory supports.  In 
terms of social protections, a Pandemic Unemployment Payment has been introduced for those 
who are unemployed due to the pandemic or are self-employed and impacted by Covid-19.  A 
Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme has also been introduced for employers to ensure continuity 
of employment for those who might otherwise have lost jobs as a result of the pandemic.  A sig-
nificant package of job stimulus measures will also be announced shortly, focusing on sectors of 
the economy particularly affected in recent months, and this will be further followed by longer-
term actions in the National Economic Plan, which will be published alongside Budget 2021.

22/07/2020WRD02500Motor Tax

22/07/2020WRD0260088. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount collected in motor tax from 1 March 2020 to 17 July 2020; the amount collected by 
category of vehicle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17612/20]

22/07/2020WRD02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Gross motor tax 
receipts, including arrears, are set out by vehicle category in the table below for the period from 
1 March 2020 to 16 July 2020 (the most up to date data available).

Vehicle category Gross Motor Tax Receipts 1 March 2020 – 
16 July 2020

Private car (engine capacity) €113,934,233
Private car (engine capacity electric) €3,936
Private car (CO2) €180,644,744
Goods vehicle €57,198,505
Goods vehicle electric €60,268
Agricultural tractor/trench digger/excavator €3,861,435
General haulage tractor €112,055
Dumper/forklift truck €118,424
Off Road dumper €11,232
Machine/workshop/contrivance €685,361
Taxi/hackney €698,435
Large public service vehicle €631,209
Schoolbus €17,067
Youth & community bus €42,215
Hearse €43,318
Island vehicle €24,301
Motor caravan €762,722
Motor cycles €2,081,506
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Vehicle category Gross Motor Tax Receipts 1 March 2020 – 
16 July 2020

Vintage motorcycles €77,958
All other vintage vehicles €1,155,543
Total €362,164,467
  

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 82.

22/07/2020WRD02900School Transport

22/07/2020WRD0300090. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
have the cessation of contracted school transport services to a school (details supplied) re-
examined with a view to arranging for the reinstatement of the school transport services without 
which students will be severely negatively impacted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17619/20]

22/07/2020WRD03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. The School Transport Scheme comes under the remit of my colleague the 
Minister for Education and Skills. Bus services outside of that scheme are part of the overall 
public transport sector.  Day-to-day management and operational aspects of public transport are 
the responsibility of the individual operators, in this case Dublin Bus, in conjunction with the 
National Transport Authority (NTA). 

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to Dublin Bus for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days. 

22/07/2020WRD03200Driver Test

22/07/2020WRD0330091. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
line for the reopening of the RSA driver test centre, County Cavan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17668/20]

22/07/2020WRD03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On Monday 29 
June, driving tests resumed on a gradual basis for trucks, buses and motorcycles.  Fourteen driv-
ing test centres reopened initially, with others being phased in.

Driving tests for cars, vans, and minibuses resuming on a phased basis from last week. The 
resumption plan being put in place is to protect both the public and staff and will also enable the 
RSA to review practices and adapt any mitigating measures.

The safety of the public is of paramount importance at this time, whether from infection 
or from deaths and injuries on the road, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my 
Department will be guided by NPHET and national experts.

Arrangements for specific testing centres are an operational matter for the RSA.  I have 
therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days. 
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22/07/2020WRD03500Bus Services

22/07/2020WRD0360092. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a Bus Éireann bus stop at Kiltartan Cross, County Galway (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17669/20]

22/07/2020WRD0370093. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request Bus Éireann to reinstate the bus stop at Kilreekil village, County Galway (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17670/20]

22/07/2020WRD03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 92 and 93 together.

As the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and over-
all funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day opera-
tions of public transport. 

The issues raised are operational matters for the National Transport Authority in conjunction 
with Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

22/07/2020WRD04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRD0410094. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to a call by 
performers and crew in the live entertainment industry to retain the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme and to provide other supports and grants for those in that sector who are uncertain as to 
when they will return to work in view of social distancing rules; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17545/20]

22/07/2020WRD04200100. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance his plans to support jobs 
in the tourism-related sector (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17608/20]

22/07/2020WRD04300101. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17609/20]

22/07/2020WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94, 
100 and 101 together.

The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) was introduced in March and was specifi-
cally designed to support firm viability and preserve the relationship between the employer and 
employee insofar as is possible through the lockdown period, in circumstances where the em-
ployer’s business had been negatively impacted by COVID-19.

The TWSS is available to employees, whether full-time or part-time, who were on their 
employer’s payroll at 29 February 2020. This requirement is set down in Section 28 of the 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (COVID-19) Act 2020.  

The scheme was developed in a short period of time, having regard to the overarching ur-
gent Government objective of getting assistance to employers and employees quickly.  

The amount of the subsidy for each employee is calculated based on the average net weekly 
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pay reported for January and February 2020.  There is no distinction made regarding the sub-
sidy amount based on whether the business has closed due to the restrictions brought in by the 
Government or has continued to trade with employees continuing to work part-time or full time 
with similar hours as before the Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, the employer is expected to make best efforts to maintain the employee’s net in-
come reflected in the average net weekly payment for January and February 2020, for the dura-
tion of the TWSS.  At the same time, there is no minimum amount that the employer must pay 
as an additional payment in order to be eligible for the scheme, but for Revenue operational sys-
tems reasons the employer needs to enter at least €0.01 in gross pay when running its payroll.

The question of an individual’s entitlements in an employment context, and the question of 
what wages an employer may or may not be in a position to pay such an employee in light of the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the employer’s business, are matters that are outside the 
remit of the TWSS. The scheme has no role in relation to the employer/employee relationship 
in so far as the terms, conditions and entitlements of the employment are concerned. 

As the public health restrictions are eased, the challenge for the economy and enterprises is 
evolving. Having regard to the novel circumstances surrounding the re-opening of the economy 
as well as the need to avoid the risk of forcing otherwise viable firms to close, in early June it 
was announced that the TWSS will remain until the end of August. Work has been ongoing and 
is at an advanced stage around how best to support employers into the more medium term. The 
position of various sectors, including the activities and workers mentioned by the Deputies, will 
be taken into account in this process.  As per the commitment in the Programme for Govern-
ment, it is planned that the July Jobs Initiative will set out a pathway for the future of the TWSS.

22/07/2020WRD04500Civil Service

22/07/2020WRD0460095. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the case of a retained firefighter (details supplied) that works as a civil servant for a 
State agency and has been informed that they are no longer allowed to leave work to carry out 
their duties as a retained firefighter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16793/20]

22/07/2020WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son concerned is employed as a Clerical Officer with Revenue in Dundalk, in full-time capacity, 
Monday to Friday. The retained firefighter role requires availability on call, six days out of eight 
and is not therefore compatible with a fulltime post in Revenue.

22/07/2020WRD04800Insurance Coverage

22/07/2020WRD0490096. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to repri-
mand insurers that are not supporting or honouring policies with publicans during this difficult 
time for businesses due to Covid-19. [17461/20]

22/07/2020WRD05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware that there have been many 
concerns expressed about how the insurance industry is responding to the needs of its business 
policyholders including publicans in these difficult times. I have considerable sympathy for 
such policyholders.  However, it is important to emphasise that neither I, nor the Central Bank 
can direct or require that insurers cover claims, including those resulting from infectious dis-
eases such as COVID-19. Furthermore, it is not a matter for the Government or Central Bank 
to adjudicate on the validity of such claims. If there continues to be a disagreement between an 
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insurer and a policyholder, then the appropriate channels for resolving them must be followed 
i.e. use of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman or litigation. I understand that this 
is already happening in a number of cases.

Whilst I have no legal authority to compel an insurer to pay a claim, I believe that as a gen-
eral rule insurers should not attempt to reject claims on the basis of interpreting policies to their 
own advantage.  I believe that they should engage with those businesses honestly, fairly and 
professionally to honour those elements of the policies covered, in line with the Central Bank’s 
Consumer Protection Code.  I have outlined these views to the insurance industry on a number 
of occasions, such as on my letter to Insurance Ireland on the 27 March and indicated amongst 
other things that

(i) insurers should not attempt to reject claims on the basis of interpreting policies to their 
own advantage; and,

(ii) that where a claim can be made because a business has closed as a result of a Govern-
ment direction due to contagious or infectious disease, that the recent Government advice to 
close a business in the context of COVID-19 should be treated as a direction.

Insurance Ireland, on behalf of its membership, responded on 3 April and stated that it ac-
cepted both of my points. It did however indicate that each insurance policy is different and 
there may well be other factors which lead to the adjudication of whether a business interrup-
tion claim is valid or not, other than Government advice to close.  Following on from this cor-
respondence, I held a teleconference with Insurance Ireland, on 17 April, where I reiterated that 
some insurers, by adopting a “blanket” rejection of all business interruption claims, were doing 
the industry significant reputational damage and were not treating customers fairly.  

In addition, my officials and I have had extensive engagement with the insurance industry 
regarding insurers offering supports and reliefs to businesses during the COVID-19 emergency. 
The outcome of this engagement is an agreement that I announced on 10 April whereby most 
of the key insurers in the Irish market - namely Allianz, AIG, AXA, FBD, Liberty Insurance, 
RSA, Travelers Insurance and Zurich - would ensure that a number of common forbearance 
measures are available to their business customers.   The agreement covered a commitment by 
insurers to reduce premiums for business customers to reflect reduced level of exposure as a re-
sult of COVID-19 restrictions for Employer Liability/ Public Liability and Commercial Motor. 
The agreement also has a commitment to maintain cover for unoccupied commercial buildings/ 
premises not in use due to COVID-19 restriction (for a maximum of 90 days).  I believe that this 
agreement was a positive step, but it was also critical that  insurers delivered upon their com-
mitments.  Therefore, I asked Insurance Ireland to put in place a mechanism which provides 
proof of delivery.  My Department received the second “Activity Report” on this issue from 
Insurance Ireland on 17 July. This Report shows that in the period from 23 March to 15 June, 
Insurance Ireland members processed 9,789 forbearance requests for business customers worth 
a total of €9,601,331. 

The Deputy should also note that the Central Bank wrote to the CEOs of major insurers 
outlining its expectations of them in this crisis from a consumer protection perspective. This 
included the Bank’s belief that while most insurance policies are clear, if there is a doubt about 
the meaning of a term, the interpretation most favourable to the consumer should prevail. The 
Central Bank is continuing to engage with the non-life insurance industry on these matters and 
will continue to closely monitor the situation to ensure that firms are meeting the expectations 
as previously set out.

It is also worth noting that  I have also held two meetings with the Alliance of Insurance 
Reform, the latest meeting which took place on 17 June.  These meetings were very useful as 
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I was able to hear first-hand the issues faced by businesses in relation to insurance.  A further 
meeting with the Alliance is being held today.

Finally, I wish to state that Minister Fleming and I along with my Cabinet colleagues are pri-
oritising reform of the insurance sector. This is recognised in the Programme for Government’s 
extensive cross-Departmental insurance reform agenda, which amongst other things seeks to 
address consumer and business concerns on the cost and availability of insurance by building 
on the work of the Cost of Insurance Working Group.

22/07/2020WRD05100Tax Collection

22/07/2020WRD0520097. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider 
extending the payment date on inheritance tax as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic in view of 
the fact many will have been unable to prepare and sell properties in time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17485/20]

22/07/2020WRD05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The standard rate of Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax is 33%. There are three tax-free thresholds depending on the relationship between 
the disponer and the beneficiary, with CAT applying on the amount inherited or gifted over the 
thresholds, as follows:

Group A   threshold (€335,000) - Applies where the beneficiary is a child (including certain 
foster children) or minor child of a deceased child of the disponer. Parents also fall within this 
threshold where they take an absolute inheritance from a child.

Group B   threshold (€32,500) - Applies where the beneficiary is a brother, sister, niece, 
nephew, or lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer.

Group C   threshold (€16,250) - Applies in all other cases.

All gifts/inheritances received since 1991 from all disponers in the relevant group must 
be aggregated together when calculating the taxable value. The balance of gifts or inheritance 
above the threshold is taxable.  

I am advised by Revenue that the date on which inheritance tax is payable is determined by 
the ‘valuation date’ on which the market value of the property included in an inheritance must 
be established. Where this date is between 1 January and 31 August, inheritance tax is payable 
by 31 October in the same year. Where this date is between 1 September and 31 December, 
inheritance tax is payable by 31 October in the following year.

Section 30 of the Capital Acquisitions Tax Consolidation Act 2003 contains the rules for 
determining the valuation date. The valuation date depends on the circumstances particular to a 
case and is not a fixed date in relation to all inheritances. This date can be earlier than the date 
on which property is given to a beneficiary as it is the date on which the executors of a will 
become entitled to retain the property for the benefit of a beneficiary. Generally, this is the date 
on which probate or administration is granted.

Where the benefit consists of property, it may well be the case that inheritance tax is payable 
before a beneficiary has received the property due to a delay in completing the administration 
of an estate. Equally, where a beneficiary has actually received the property, inheritance tax 
may be payable before a beneficiary has had the opportunity to sell that property and pay the 
tax liability. Outside of the current COVID-19 circumstances, the length of the conveyancing 
process is such that it is often the case that an inheritance tax liability arises before a property 
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can be sold to pay that liability. To provide for such situations, taxpayers have a statutory en-
titlement to payment by instalments in certain circumstances.  Monthly instalment payments 
for up to five years may be allowed subject to the payment of interest at an annual rate of 8%. 
However, Revenue has discretion to allow payment by instalments over a longer period in 
exceptional circumstances where the tax cannot be paid without excessive hardship. In such 
circumstances, Revenue also has discretion to allow payment to be postponed for such period 
and on such terms (including the waiver of interest) as it thinks fit. Revenue will consider each 
case on its merits, taking into account both the financial circumstances of the beneficiary and 
the nature of the inheritance involved.

22/07/2020WRD05400Tax Data

22/07/2020WRD0550098. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the level of excise duty raised 
by the Exchequer via on-trade alcohol sales from pubs per month during 2019, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17508/20]

22/07/2020WRD05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a break-
down of the Excise Duty in respect of alcohol sales from pubs is not available. Excise returns 
are filed with Revenue on release of the product from tax warehouses or on importation of the 
product, they do not record where or when the product is consumed.

A monthly and quarterly breakdown of Excise Duty for 2019, for each of Beer, Spirits, Wine 
and Cider, is published on the Revenue website at the following link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/excise/quarterly-alcohol-break-
down.pdf.

22/07/2020WRD05700Fiscal Policy

22/07/2020WRD0580099. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his views on establishing a 
national wealth fund which would see the State make investments which would be collectively 
owned by Irish persons that would have the right to draw down funds over the course of their 
lifetime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17587/20]

22/07/2020WRD05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My views regarding the establishment 
of any Fund are based on whether it would create any additional value to the State. As described 
by the Deputy, I believe that the proposed National Wealth Fund would in essence duplicate the 
role currently fulfilled on behalf of the State by State Savings products and the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF).

State Savings products, which are managed by the National Treasury Management Agency 
(NTMA) already enable personal savers to invest their money in the State. Savings invested in 
this way are available to the Exchequer to fund Government expenditure. They form part of the 
National Debt of Ireland and repayment of all State Savings money is a direct, unconditional 
obligation of the Irish Government. 

ISIF, on the other hand, is Ireland’s Sovereign Wealth Fund whose assets are held on behalf 
of Irish citizens by the Minister for Finance. The Fund which is also controlled and managed 
by the NTMA has a “double bottom line” mandate to invest on a commercial basis in a manner 
designed to support economic activity and employment in Ireland. ISIF is an important state 
asset in responding to emerging economic challenges facing the country. In this connection, on 
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foot of a Government Decision, the ISIF launched its refocussed Investment Strategy, ISIF 2.0 
in February 2019 to prioritise investments in support Project Ireland 2040. The five priorities 
of this refocused Investment Strategy are Regional Development, Housing, Indigenous Busi-
nesses, Climate Change and sectors adversely affected by Brexit. 

More recently, following my review of potential supports for Ireland’s economy during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I asked ISIF to create a €2 billion sub-portfolio, known as the Pandemic 
Stabilisation and Recovery Fund, to focus on investment in medium and large scale enterprises 
in Ireland which were adversely affected by the pandemic.

  Questions Nos. 100 and 101 answered with Question No. 94.

22/07/2020WRE00400Heritage Sites

22/07/2020WRE00500102. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding a site (details supplied); the nature of the works being carried out at the 
castle; when the works will conclude; and when the castle will reopen to the public.  [17487/20]

22/07/2020WRE00600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Barryscourt Castle is located near the village of Carrigtwohill in Cork and is 
owned by the State, with the exception of a Dower House property there which is still retained 
by the Barryscourt Trust, the original owners of the property.

The Castle was discovered in recent years to have significant problems with damp pen-
etration which caused the internal electricity system to become inherently unsafe.  The visitor 
experience at the Castle had to be closed on an emergency basis while rehabilitation works 
were planned and a works project put in place.  The project which has been ongoing since in-
volves progressively drying the entire Castle structure and repointing all of the external walls 
to prevent future water ingress.  This work has proved to be technically very challenging and 
has taken longer than was originally expected due to the discovery of additional works which 
needed to be performed last year to chimneys and roofs.  It is planned, once the external work is 
complete, that the building will be rewired and a new heating system installed, clearing the way 
for a reopening to the public.  Currently, it is expected that there will be two further seasons’ 
work externally before the project is susbstantively completed, likely at the end of next year.

22/07/2020WRE00700Flood Relief Schemes

22/07/2020WRE00800103. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of progress of a flood relief scheme for Crossmolina, County Mayo; and his plans to review 
and expedite this timeline in view of the ongoing flood threat to the residents of the town.  
[17544/20]

22/07/2020WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The proposed flood relief scheme for Crossmolina, Co. Mayo, is progressing 
broadly in line with the current programme.  Some delay has been experienced in recent months 
due to the consultants being unable to carry out the final environmental surveys during the na-
tionwide Covid-19 shutdown.  To minimise these delays, the project team worked to progress 
all other tasks that could be safely carried out, such as desk studies, and continuing work on the 
preparation of documentation that will be submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform (MPER) for formal Confirmation of the scheme under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945.
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Since the easing of the Covid-19 restrictions, the consultants have carried out the final ele-
ments of the environmental surveys and the project team is now in the process of finalising the 
documentation for the Confirmation process. It is anticipated that the scheme will be submitted 
to MPER in Quarter 3 of this year.

Once submitted for Confirmation, the Minister will carry out an Environmental Impact As-
sessment as he is required to do which will involve an independent review of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report submitted with the scheme and the holding of a public consultation 
on the scheme. If the Minister Confirms the proposed scheme, the next stage in the process will 
be completion of the detailed design and the tender documents for the procurement of some 
specialist works contractors. It is planned that the main scheme works will be carried out by the 
OPW’s direct labour force.

In order to expedite this timeline, the project team will commence the preparation of the 
tender documents in parallel with the Confirmation process. While some amendments to the 
tender documents may be required following the Confirmation process, it should be possible to 
progress with the procurement of contractors as soon as possible following Confirmation.

I wish to assure you that I am very aware of the concern of the residents and businesses of 
Crossmolina to have protection from flooding without further delays.  The provision of effec-
tive flood defences to Crossmolina is a priority for me and for the Government. We want to 
ensure that the scheme that is built is technically and environmentally sound. I know that the 
OPW, Mayo County Council, and the scheme consultants have worked extremely hard to ad-
vance the scheme in what has been a complex environmental situation.

22/07/2020WRE01000National Biodiversity Plan

22/07/2020WRE01100104. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a complete report will be provided on plans to increase biodiversity nationwide over the 
next 12 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16086/20]

22/07/2020WRE01200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): My De-
partment is responsible for the implementation of a range of legislation and policy relating 
to biodiversity and nature in Ireland and is the National Focal Point for the UN Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD), an overarching international agreement underpinning global 
biodiversity conservation. In this context, my Department is the lead authority for the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021.

The current National Biodiversity Action Plan captures the objectives, targets and actions 
for biodiversity to be undertaken by a wide range of government, civil society and private sec-
tors to achieve Ireland’s ‘Vision for Biodiversity’. It contains 119 actions under a framework of 
seven strategic objectives. These encompass mainstreaming biodiversity into decision making 
across all sectors; strengthening the knowledge base for the conservation; increasing awareness 
and appreciation of biodiversity and ecosystem services; conserving and restoring biodiversity 
and ecosystem services in the wider countryside, in the marine environment and in protected 
areas, as well as for protected species; and strengthening international governance for biodiver-
sity and ecosystem services.

The Plan is an all-of-Government document and progress is monitored through the inter-
departmental Biodiversity Working Group, which meets at least twice a year, and also by an in-
dependent advisory group, the Biodiversity Forum. Earlier this year, my Department published 
an Interim Review of the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 (https://www.npws.ie/
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legislation/national-biodiversity-plan).

The Interim Review also drew from Ireland’s 6th National Report to the UN Convention 
on Biological Diversity. This 4-yearly report reviewed Ireland’s progress in relation to the five 
Strategic Goals of the Convention and 20 Biodiversity Targets set by the CBD in 2010 in Aichi, 
Japan,  for implementation by 2020.

My Department leads on a range of plans and initiatives for nature and biodiversity, and 
collaborates with many Departments, Agencies and sectors of society. These initiatives include 
EU LIFE funded projects such as KerryLIFE, a 5-year project on the endangered freshwater 
pearl mussel, now coming to an end but replaced and greatly enlarged by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Pearl Mussel Project. LIFE Atlantic Crex will work towards 
improving the conservation status of the Corncrake. Two large scale projects, LIFE IP-PAF 
Wild Atlantic Nature, which focusses on improving the conservation status of our blanket bog 
network, and the Waters of LIFE project, (the latter developed by the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government) will benefit biodiversity but also water.

My Department  manages a Local Authority Biodiversity Grant scheme, which this year has 
granted funding to 38 projects across the country to carry out actions in support of the objec-
tives of the National Biodiversity Action Plan, and also operates the National Parks and Wildlife 
Farm Plan Scheme and the Curlew Conservation Programme, which was established in 2017.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine operates more than 20 projects under 
the European Innovation Partnership initiative. As well as the Pearl Mussel Project, mentioned 
above, there are successful and important projects on the Burren, the Hen Harrier and a wider 
range of locally–led projects supporting biodiversity across the country. This is all in addition 
to GLAS, the main agri-environment scheme.

Decisions on funding and resources for biodiversity in the next 12 months will be consid-
ered in the context of the Programme for Government and wider budgetary considerations and 
discussions later in the year. The Programme for Government contains a number of ambitious 
commitments in the area of biodiversity which will build on all of the existing programmes and 
I look forward to a renewed emphasis and engagement on this important policy area.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-22_pq104-22-07-2020_en.pdf”>Interim Review</a>]

22/07/2020WRE01300Scéimeanna Tacaíochta

22/07/2020WRE01400105. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an bhfuil sí ar an eolas maidir leis na deacrachtaí atá ag an Scéim Pobal Gaeilge, an scéim 
tacaíochta pobail is mó rath atá ag Foras na Gaeilge, de bharr easpa maoinithe agus an bhaoil 
mhóir atá ann dá bharr sin nach rachaidh an scéim ar aghaidh níos déanaí sa bhliain; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [17458/20]

22/07/2020WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Thug Foras na Gaeilge Scéim Phobail Gaeilge (SPG) isteach i 2005 chun 
deis a thabhairt do choistí pobail deonacha áitiúla iarratas a dhéanamh ar chúnamh airgeadais i 
dtreo na gcostas a bhaineann le plean gnó trí bliana a chur i bhfeidhm d’fhorbairt agus do fhe-
abhsú na Gaeilge. Déanadh leasú ar an scéim don chéad uair in 2016

Aithníonn Foras na Gaeilge go gcaithfear athruithe suntasacha a dhéanamh ar an scéim mar 
atá sí faoi láthair. De réir na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge, agus tuiscint Fhoras na Gaeilge 
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ar dhea-chleachtas chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn, aithnítear  gur chóir go mbeadh béim ann 
anois ar phleanáil fhadtéarmach teanga agus ar phleanáil straitéiseach.

Tionóladh réamh-chruinnithe comhairliúcháin ag Foras na Gaeilge, i gcomhar le Conradh 
na Gaeilge agus Glór na nGael, leis na páirtithe leasmhara siar in 2019. Eagraíodh réamh-
chruinnithe eile i mí an Mheitheamh na bliana seo ar a fhreastail suas le 80 duine nuair a pléadh 
moltaí cháipéis chomhairliúcháin a bhí eisithe ag an bhForas leis na páirtithe leasmhara éagsúla.

Dúnadh an próiseas comhairliúcháin a bhí ar bun ag Foras na Gaeilge i dtaca le hath-
struchtúrú na scéime Dé Aoine seo caite 17ú Iúil 2020 agus tuigim ó Fhoras na Gaeilge go 
bhfuil siad sásta leis an líon aighneachtaí atá faighte acu ag éirí as an phróiseas. Ceapfar Com-
hairleoir neamhspleách anois le tuairisc a chur le chéile ar na haighneachtaí sin. 

Is féidir liom a dheimhniú go bhfuil mé féin agus oifigigh mo Roinne ar an eolas faoi mhi-
anta na ngrúpaí a fhaigheann tacaíocht faoin scéim reatha agus gur chas mo chuid oifigigh 
leis an Roinn Pobal ó thuaidh, le Foras na Gaeilge, Conradh na Gaeilge , Glór na nGael agus 
páirtithe chun na mianta sin a phlé.

22/07/2020WRE01600Tionscail na hIascaireachta

22/07/2020WRE01700106. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta maidir le ceist uimhir 16274/20, mionsonraí a thabhairt i dtaobh an chostais iomláin agus 
na hinfheistíochta suntasaí luaite atá déanta ag an Stát chun pleananna a chur i dtoll a chéile le 
Páirc na Mara, an pháirc nuálaíochta mhuirí chomhaimseartha, a fhorbairt i gContae na Gail-
limhe; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh.  [17489/20]

22/07/2020WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Tá forbairt Pháirc na Mara mar pháirc nuálaíochta muirí íseal-charbóin ar 
chaighdeán domhanda mar thogra lárnach sa phlean forbartha 5 bliana do cheantar Iorras Aith-
neach, atá curtha i dtoll a chéile ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i gcomhar le pobal an cheantair. Tá 
tacaíocht láidir ag an togra ó phobal na háite atá sainithe mar cheantar atá faoi mhíbhuntáiste. 

Is é an cuspóir atá ag an bplean 5 bliana sin agus an togra seo go sonrach ná an ceantar a 
fhorbairt tuilleadh ar bhealach inmharthanach chun dul i ngleic le dífhostaíocht agus imirce 
ann. Meastar go bhféadfadh Páirc na Mara suas le 200 post go díreach agus 400 post go hindí-
reach a chothú  - rud a bheidh ar leas suntasach an cheantair ar ndóigh.

Chun an togra a bhrú chun cinn mar is cuí ar bhonn compháirtíochta, tá Údarás na Gael-
tachta tar éis páirtithe straitéiseacha, lena n-áirítear áisíneachtaí Stáit agus institiúidí oideachais, 
a tharraingt le chéile chun tacú le fíorú an phlean. 

De thoradh comórtas a eagraíodh i gcomhréir le rialacháin soláthair poiblí, fostaíodh foire-
ann dearaidh chun an t-iarratas pleanála ina leith a réiteach thar ceann Údarás na Gaeltachta - ó 
tharla ard-leibhéal speisialtóireachta a bheith ag teastáil chun an t-iarratas a ullmhú. Cuimsítear 
san fhoireann dearaidh, comhairleoirí innealtóireachta comhshaoil; pleanálaí comhshaoil, com-
hairleoir mara; éiceolaí mara agus saineolaithe ábhartha eile. 

Tuigtear go raibh costas €799,895 go dáta ag baint le réiteach an iarratais pleanála  - a chui-
msíonn staidéir faoi leith, taighde agus seirbhísí comhairleoireachta éagsúla.

22/07/2020WRE01900Údarás na Gaeltachta
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22/07/2020WRE02000107. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
land and property owned, leased and rented by Údarás na Gaeltachta; and the use of and-or 
activity in each particular property and land listed. [17491/20]

22/07/2020WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): As the Deputy will appreciate, given that the details being sought are ex-
tensive and could not be provided in the time available, the information being sought will be 
forwarded to the Deputy directly by Údarás na Gaeltachta in accordance with Standing Orders.

22/07/2020WRE02200National Parks and Wildlife Service

22/07/2020WRE02300108. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the review of the National Parks and Wildlife Service will commence; the persons who will be 
on the review team; the terms of reference of the review; if the review will be time-limited; and 
if she will give a commitment that she will consult with relevant stakeholders and Oireachtas 
committee members at all stages of the review. [17523/20]

22/07/2020WRE02400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): There is 
a commitment in the Programme for Government to review the remit, status and funding of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to ensure that it is playing an effective role in de-
livering its overall mandate and enforcement role in the protection of wildlife. Preparatory work 
on this matter can commence once the formal transfer of functions process has been completed. 
An options paper will be prepared for my Ministerial colleague who will have responsibility for 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service. This paper will present the different avenues available 
for such a review, including, inter alia, the stakeholder engagement element, suggested Terms 
of Reference and timelines for completion.

22/07/2020WRE02500National Biodiversity Plan

22/07/2020WRE02600109. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the implementation of the national biodiversity strategy; the Department leading the 
work; the structures in place within the Civil Service to oversee implementation; and if she will 
report on a biannual basis to the relevant Oireachtas committee with updates on the implemen-
tation of same. [17524/20]

22/07/2020WRE02700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): My De-
partment is responsible for the implementation of a range of legislation and policy relating to 
biodiversity and nature in Ireland and is the National Focal Point for the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity, an overarching international agreement underpinning global biodiversity 
conservation. In this context, my Department is the lead authority for the National Biodiversity 
Action Plan.

The current National Biodiversity Action Plan, Ireland’s 3rd, runs from 2017 to 2021 and 
captures the objectives, targets and actions for biodiversity to be undertaken by a wide range of 
government, civil society and private sectors to achieve Ireland’s Vision for Biodiversity.

The Plan contains 119 actions under a framework of seven strategic objectives. These en-
compass mainstreaming biodiversity into decision making across all sectors; strengthening the 
knowledge base for the conservation; increasing awareness and appreciation of biodiversity 
and ecosystem services; conserving and restoring biodiversity and ecosystem services in the 
wider countryside; the marine environment; expanding and improving management of pro-
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tected areas and species; and strengthening international governance for biodiversity and eco-
system services.

The Plan is an all-of-Government document and progress is monitored through the Biodi-
versity Working Group (BWG), which meets at least twice a year, and also by an independent 
advisory group, the Biodiversity Forum.

Since its launch in late 2017, a wide range of measures have been implemented on foot of 
actions contained in the Plan, including the introduction of a new grant scheme for local author-
ity led biodiversity projects in their respective areas. The Seeds for Nature charter, announced 
at the National Biodiversity Conference last year, is also a significant step forward.

In 2019, the members of the Biodiversity Working Group reported on progress with imple-
mentation of relevant Actions. On the basis of their submissions, my Department prepared and 
published an Interim Review of the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 which is 
available at https://www.npws.ie/publications.

The next Conference of the Parties to the Convention is now scheduled to take place in Chi-
na in the second quarter of 2021.  My Department will begin drafting a new Plan in the context 
of the outcome of this meeting, where a new ‘Global Biodiversity Framework’ will be agreed.

22/07/2020WRE02800Legislative Programme

22/07/2020WRE02900110. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
heritage-related EU legislation that has yet to be transposed into domestic law; and the timeline 
for the transposition of each piece of EU legislation. [17525/20]

22/07/2020WRE03000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I am 
aware of two pieces of heritage related EU legislation which require transposition into Irish law 
by my Department.

The transposition of Directive 2014/52/EU amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assess-
ment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) should be complete by September 2020.  Statutory instruments amending 
the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000,  the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 and section 14D of the National Monuments Acts are being finalised by the 
Office of Parliamentary Council (OPC).

A draft statutory instrument to update and strengthen existing national regulations on inva-
sive alien species and give effect to aspects of Regulation (EU) No 1143/2014 on the prevention 
and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species is at an advanced stage 
with the OPC. My Department expects to have a final version of the instrument in the coming 
weeks. When introduced, this legislation will fulfill Ireland’s obligations under the EU Regula-
tion.

22/07/2020WRE03100EU Legislation

22/07/2020WRE03200111. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the European Commission cases being taken against Ireland for failure to comply with EU 
heritage-related legislation. [17526/20]

22/07/2020WRE03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The are 
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4 cases being taken by the European Commission against Ireland, which fall within the remit of 
the heritage area of my Department as follows:

1. Peatlands - Infringement No. 2010/2161 - this case relates to the regulation of peatlands 
under the Habitats Directive and the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive. A peatlands 
programme of measures  has been developed, in discussion with the European Commission. The 
programme outlines the measures which the State is undertaking as regards the conservation, 
management and restoration of peatlands, in response to the issues raised by the Commission. 
These measures are rooted in a number of key policy documents agreed by the Government - 
the National Peatlands Strategy, the Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network and 
the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022.

2. Designation and Conservation of Special Areas of Conservation- Infringement No. 
2015/2006 - this case relates to a requirement, under the Habitats Directive, for Member States 
to designate special areas of conservation, set site-specific conservation objectives and estab-
lish site-specific conservation measures. My Department is implementing its Special Areas of 
Conservation Designation, Conservation and Management Work Programme. 276 sites have 
been designated as special areas of conservation by Statutory Instrument, 364  special area of 
conservation site-specific conservation objectives have been set and published, site-specific 
conservation measures have been prepared for 53 special areas of conservation and a range 
of conservation schemes are in place such as the European Innovation partnerships and green, 
low carbon, agri-environment scheme (GLAS) administered by the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine and the National Parks and Wildlife Service Farm Plan Scheme admin-
istered by my Department. Sites are protected under Irish law from the time they are publicly 
nominated for designation as  special areas of conservation i.e. all 439 special area of conserva-
tion sites are protected under the provisions of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011.

3. Articles 6 and 11 of EU Access and Benefit-Sharing of Genetic Resources Regulation No. 
511/2014 -  Infringement No. 2017/2171 -   this case relates to the EU Regulation on  Access 
and Benefit-Sharing of Genetic Resources which creates a legal framework for the fair and eq-
uitable sharing of benefits that arise should the resources be utilised for the purposes of research 
and development and / or lead to commercial use within the scope of the Nagoya Protocol.  
The European Union (Nagoya Protocol onAccess to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing) 
Regulations 2019, which transpose the EU regulation into Irish law, were  signed by the then 
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht , Josepha Madigan T.D., on 6 June 2019.  The 
Commission was notified of the signing of the regulations on 27   June 2019. The response of 
the European Commission is awaited. 

4. The EU Invasive Alien Species Regulation No. 1143/2014 - Infringement No. 2018/2319 
- this case relates to the EU Regulation on the prevention and management of the introduction 
and spread of invasive alien species. The legislation transposing this regulation into Irish law  is 
being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. Regulations were made in 2018 spe-
cifically to ban the import of non-native crayfish because of a serious threat to the native species 
from any such introduction (European Union (Invasive Alien Species) (Freshwater Crayfish) 
Regulations 2018).

22/07/2020WRE03400Legislative Programme

22/07/2020WRE03500112. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
legislation on heritage matters that has not yet concluded all stages; and the status of each Bill 
in tabular form.  [17527/20]
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22/07/2020WRE03600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The 
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016 has been passed by Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann. 16 
amendments to the Bill have been made in the Seanad, which will require consideration by the 
Dáil. This is the only Bill on heritage matters, within my remit, which is currently before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas.

The status of the Bill is set out in the table below:

Title of Bill Purpose  of Bill Status of Bill
The Wildlife 
(Amendment) Bill 
2016

The purpose of the Bill is to give 
legal effect to the proposed recon-
figuration of the raised bog natural 
heritage area network arising from 
the 2014 Review of Raised Bog 
Natural Heritage Area Network, to 
provide for a review or reviews of 
blanket bog natural heritage  areas 
and to place a duty on public bod-
ies to promote the conservation of 
biodiversity.

The Bill was presented to 
Dáil Éireann on 21 July 
2016 and passed by that 
House on 13 December 
2018. The Bill was present-
ed to Seanad Éireann on 26 
March 2019 and passed by 
the Seanad on 6 November 
2019. 16 amendments to the 
Bill have been made in the 
Seanad.

22/07/2020WRE03700Údarás na Gaeltachta

22/07/2020WRE03800113. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on Údarás na Gaeltachta using the same assessment criteria as the county LEOs in ap-
plications for assistance from small businesses and start-ups (details supplied). [17546/20]

22/07/2020WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): As the Deputy will be aware from my answer to his previous question on this 
matter (17248/20), Údarás na Gaeltachta provides and facilitates the services provided by the 
IDA, Enterprise Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices in Gaeltacht areas.

Where a specific programme or scheme administered by Enterprise Ireland and Local En-
terprise Offices is not available from Údarás na Gaeltachta’s existing broad suite of incentives 
and programme offerings, arrangements are in place to ensure such programmes, supports and 
services are available to all indigenous Gaeltacht-based clients of Údarás na Gaeltachta on the 
basis of a Memorandum of Understanding between the organisations.

22/07/2020WRE04000Architectural Heritage

22/07/2020WRE04100114. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will review matters (details supplied); her plans to save the buildings deemed to be at high 
risk by An Taisce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17676/20]

22/07/2020WRE04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I am 
aware of the recent list of ‘Ireland’s Top 10 Most-at-Risk Buildings 2020’ by An Taisce and 
share their concerns about the future of all buildings and structures at risk throughout the Coun-
try.

My role with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out 
in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibili-
ties of owners.
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My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). This year 450 heritage projects across every county in the country will benefit 
from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes.

This funding will support the owners and custodians of historic and protected structures as 
they carry out hundreds of small-scale, labour-intensive projects to repair and safeguard our 
built heritage as well as providing vital support for local jobs in conservation, traditional skills 
and construction.  Details of all projects approved for 2020 are published on my Department’s 
website as well as on each local authority website. However, given the scale of investment 
needed for larger projects, such as the ones identified by An Taisce, it is likely that the levels of 
grant funding available under these schemes would not be sufficient.

The buildings referred to by the Deputy are in local authority ownership. In relation to the 
first building, I understand the local authority is working to assess the potential to redevelop and 
find a long term sustainable use for it. As part of this process I am informed that an appraisal of 
the building was carried out by consultants on behalf of the local authority, a public consultation 
was held and a report was presented to the local authority in April 2018. Regarding the second 
building, I understand that an analysis of its structural integrity has been carried out and that 
further decisions in relation to the future of the structure will be made based on this assessment.

In terms of the support that my Department can offer, my role in relation to protected struc-
tures is mainly advisory. As the Deputy is aware, my officials have met with representatives 
from the Local Authority to discuss this second building. My officials remain available to ad-
vise the local authority in its efforts to manage these buildings and see them returned to a sus-
tainable use that is consistent with their significant history and position.

In the context of a particular building or historic structure, the best advice is generally to 
contact the Heritage Officer or Architectural Conservation Officer in the local authority who is 
well placed to advise on the various types of funding available to assist with its renovation or 
conservation.

22/07/2020WRE04300Culture Policy

22/07/2020WRE04400115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which she plans to assist with the promotion of cultural events with reference to 
addressing the impact of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17678/20]

22/07/2020WRE04500116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the degree to which she has already planned or plans to assist cultural activities with reference 
to promotion of Irish culture here and abroad, thereby assisting in the post-Covid-19 recovery 
effort; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17679/20]

22/07/2020WRE04600118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she expects to be in a position to offer financial assistance towards 
bodies involved in the promotion of the arts or cultural events in the course of the next five 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17681/20]

22/07/2020WRE04700126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to assist with the development of the arts in its various forms with reference to 
local community-based groups and that such groups be specially selected for assistance and 
availing of their knowledge and experience of the arts at community level; and if she will make 
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a statement on the matter.  [17689/20]

22/07/2020WRE04800127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which her Department directly or through the aegis of bodies under the remit 
of her Department continues to assist community-based groups and organisations involved in 
musical or theatrical productions nationally with a view to maximising interest in the arts at lo-
cal level; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17690/20]

22/07/2020WRE04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 115, 116, 118, 126 and 127 together.

Primary support for the arts in Ireland is delivered by the Arts Council, which is independent 
in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003.

The Arts Council established an Expert Advisory Group to make key recommendations 
which would support the arts through the Covid-19 and ensure that the sector recovered.  In a 
report entitled Survive, Adapt, Renew, the Group made a number of key including a recommen-
dation that additional funding of the order of €20m be provided to the Arts Council.  The Group 
also made recommendations on how the Council should spend the additional funding to the 
best effect for the arts sector.  The House is aware  that the Government allocated an additional 
€20m to the Council, bringing its 2020 allocation to €100m and the Houses of the Oireachtas 
voted the Supplementary Estimate through earlier this month.  The Arts Council has indicated 
that it will allocate a significant portion of the additional funding to bursaries and commissions 
to artists and arts organisations over the coming weeks and months.  This was recommended by 
the Survive, Adapt, Renew report   which also included recommendations that the Arts Council:-

- Supports the arts sector in addressing the challenges of digital presentation and dissemi-
nation in the near and longer term, as well as in exploring new ways for people to make and 
engage with art in person.

- Works with the arts sector and other partners, including local authorities, to address the 
challenges of adapting existing physical spaces and exploring new ones.

In the meantime, my Department has supported a range of initiatives to bring cultural and 
creative content to the public during the period of restrictions. These include Culture Ireland’s 
Ireland Performs initiative, Other Voices Courage, Criuniú na nOg, as well as the Hot Press 
Lockdown Sessions  .  These initiatives employed artists, musicians performing live as well as 
technicians and crew.

Last week, in response to the COVID-19 crisis I announced specific capital funding to facil-
itate the safe re-opening of theatres, arts centres and culture venues.  The measures are designed 
to support arts and culture facilities in preparation for staff, artists and audiences returning work 
in line with the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society & Business and Return to Work 
Safety Protocols.  The Guidelines for the Scheme and Application Form are available on my 
Department’s website.

On the broad level of supports, in order to help many sectors including the Irish music and 
events industry to overcome the unprecedented challenges posed by Covid-19, the Government 
has put in place a package of supports  that includes direct grants, low-cost loans, the write-off 
of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities. These measures are designed to restore confi-
dence and further assist organisations in terms of their management and business continuity and 
in turn planning for the weeks and months ahead.

A  number of universal supports in place for all sectors including the Temporary Wage 
Subsidy Scheme for employers operated by the Revenue Commissioners which has now been 
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extended as has the Pandemic Unemployment Payment administered by the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  In addition to these there are jobseekers benefit 
and jobseekers assistance schemes as well as Jobseekers Assistance for Self-Employed Artists.

In addition to the measures announced by the Government in the context of the July stimu-
lus, the Government has also committed to bringing forward a National Economic Plan, to 
be published alongside the Budget in October, which will outline the Government’s plans to 
support the long-term sustainability of the economy.  In line with the commitment in the Pro-
gramme for Government, I will shortly appoint a taskforce to develop an approach for the re-
covery of arts and culture sector which will in turn inform the National Economic Plan.

22/07/2020WRE05100Culture Policy

22/07/2020WRE05200117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the mission statement of her Department with a view to setting precise objectives likely to 
be beneficial in the development and promotion of Irish culture here and abroad; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17680/20]

22/07/2020WRE05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The mis-
sion statement of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is published in the 
Statement of Strategy on the Department’s website at this link: https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/
uploads/2018/07/statement-of-strategy-2018-2020-final.pdf.  A revised Statement of Strategy 
will be developed by my Department in the coming months.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 115.

22/07/2020WRE05500Heritage Promotion

22/07/2020WRE05600119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans for the development and-or enhancement of heritage sites nationally with a view 
to maximisation of their potential for tourism and educational purposes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17682/20]

22/07/2020WRE05700124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the full extent of the programme for the preservation, protection and restoration of histori-
cal or heritage sites nationally with a view to maximising their use for education and tourism; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17687/20]

22/07/2020WRE05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 119 and 124 together.

My role with regard to the protection and management of our archaeological and architec-
tural heritage is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authori-
ties and the responsibilities of owners. 

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites.  The Acts allow me to 
make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk.

Responsibility for management and maintenance of historical buildings and sites in State 
ownership, and management of the visitor facilities, rests with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) which also maintains a significant ongoing programme of conservation works. This 
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year, my Department has allocated €350,000 to the OPW for the maintenance of historic build-
ings and sites. Significant works undertaken in previous years have included projects such as 
Brú na Bóinne and Emo Court.

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). This year 450 heritage projects across every county in the country will benefit 
from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, has a significant role in relation to 
education, including through the Heritage in Schools Scheme, Adopt a Monument Scheme and 
National Heritage Week, all of which have been operating successfully for a number of years.

The Irish Heritage Trust, which is supported by my Department, has responsibility for op-
erating properties at Fota, Strokestown Park and the National Famine Museum and Johnstown 
Castle Estate, Museum and Gardens.

22/07/2020WRF00200Architectural Heritage

22/07/2020WRF00300120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the degree to which she plans to identify and address and-or restore heritage houses, castles or 
sites nationally over the next five years thereby maximising their potential in the promotion of 
Irish culture; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17683/20]

22/07/2020WRF00400121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she has carried out an inventory of at-risk ancient and heritage sites, 
buildings or locations nationally with a view to initiating a programme for their improvement, 
restoration and safekeeping; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17684/20]

22/07/2020WRF00500122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number and location of heritage sites and houses throughout County Kildare in public 
ownership; the extent to which an ongoing programme exists to ensure their retention and 
safety in the future; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17685/20]

22/07/2020WRF00600123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number and location of sites, buildings or ruins of a historical or heritage nature throughout 
County Kildare which are not part of a protection or restoration programme; her plans to ad-
dress same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17686/20]

22/07/2020WRF00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 120 to 123, inclusive, together.

My role with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out 
in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibili-
ties of owners.

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites.  The Acts allow me to 
make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk. Responsibil-
ity for management and maintenance of historical buildings and sites in State ownership, and 
management of the visitor facilities, rests with the Office of Public Works (OPW) which also 
maintains a significant ongoing programme of conservation works.
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Local authorities are responsible under the Acts for maintaining the national monuments 
of which they are owners or guardians. Any works to national monument, either managed by 
the OPW or those in the care of a local authority, require my consent under Section 14 of the 
National Monuments Act 1930 as amended.

Under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts, my Department has established and 
maintains the Record of Monuments and Places, which affords legal protection to over 120,000 
other recorded archaeological sites and monuments in the State.  Anyone proposing works in 
relation to a monument that is included in the Record of Monuments and Places must give my 
Department two months prior notice before works can start. The Department’s National Monu-
ments Service also continuously updates an inventory of archaeological monuments in the State 
to ensure protection of all newly-discovered archaeological sites. Furthermore, investigations 
are carried out where the Department receives a report of a threat or damage to a monument. 
The maintenance of privately owned sites listed on the Record of Monuments and Places is the 
responsibility of the relevant owner. 

The Record of Monuments and Places, including details of entries for County Kildare, may 
be found on my Department’s National Monuments Service website – www.archaeology.ie. 
Further details of sites managed by the Office of Public Works may be found on its Heritage 
Ireland website - www.heritageireland.ie. This year, my Department has allocated €350,000 to 
the OPW for the maintenance of historic buildings and sites. The maintenance of sites listed on 
the Record of Monuments and Places is the responsibility of the relevant owner.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibil-
ity however, to local authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by including 
particular structures on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS).  Inclusion on the RPS places 
a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning au-
thorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard 
their future.

As Minister, I can make recommendations to local authorities for buildings and structures 
to be included on the RPS. These recommendations arise from the surveys of my Department’s 
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). 

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). This year 450 heritage projects across every county in the country will benefit 
from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes.

Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 119.

22/07/2020WRF01200Film Industry

22/07/2020WRF01300125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans for the development of the film industry with reference to the need for its promotion 
for economic and cultural purposes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17688/20]

22/07/2020WRF01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): In June 
2018, the Audiovisual Action Plan was launched. This is an industry-wide, long-term plan, un-
der the Creative Ireland Programme, developed to support the Government’s ambition to enable 
Ireland to become a global hub for the production of film, TV drama and animation. 
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The Creative Ireland Programme is a five year initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which places 
creativity at the centre of public policy.  The Audiovisual Action Plan is designed to deliver 
on the commitment in Pillar 4 to create an industry-wide plan to make Ireland a leader in the 
audiovisual sector and is intended to drive both increased investment and production across the 
sector by implementing policy recommendations in 8 key areas. Implementation of the Plan 
is overseen by a high level Steering Group comprising representatives from a cross section of 
Government Departments and state agencies. 

The cultural, creative and economic potential of Ireland’s audiovisual industry is significant 
and Government policy has long supported the sector through inter alia the section 481 tax 
relief, international film co-production treaties and through funding provided to Screen Ireland, 
which is the development agency for the Irish film industry. 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, this Department published ‘Investing in our Culture, Lan-
guage and Heritage 2018-2027’, in 2018 which sets out a commitment of close to €1.2 billion 
in capital funding for culture and creativity over ten-year period. €200 million of this has been 
allocated for investment in media production and the audiovisual industry within same the pe-
riod. This funding, is being delivered through Screen Ireland whose statutory remit is to assist 
and encourage the making of film in the State and the development of a film industry in Ireland.  
Screen Ireland supports writers, directors and production companies across these sectors by 
providing investment loans for the development, production and distribution of film, television 
and animation projects. Screen Ireland has a vision for a vibrant, creative and sustainable Irish 
film, television and animation industry, with diverse voices, talent and opportunities which 
speaks to and connects Irish film culture with audiences at home and abroad. For 2020, Screen 
Ireland was allocated an additional €1 million to build on its vital work in supporting Irish film, 
television drama, documentary and animation.  This increases its annual overall budget to €21 
million. In light of the COVID19 crisis, in addition to its normal production and development 
rounds, Screen Ireland has already allocated €4.5 million in COVID19 support measures for 
the Irish film and TV industry. Importantly, the measures are directed to the sustainability of 
the industry with a strong focus on development support. This is intended to ensure companies 
are well positioned for launch as production recommences.  My Department will continue to 
engage across Government Departments and State Agencies on implementing the Audiovisual 
Action Plan. 

The Government has also committed to bringing forward a National Economic Plan, to 
be published alongside the Budget in October, which will outline the Government’s plans to 
support the long-term sustainability of the economy.  The Programme for Government - Our 
Shared Future -  commits to the establishment of a taskforce to develop a clear approach, in-
formed by the views of all stakeholders, including those in the audiovisual industry, to protect 
and sustain the arts and culture sector through the COVID-19 recovery and beyond. This will 
be fed into the National Economic Plan.  I hope to announce details of the taskforce shortly.

  Questions Nos. 126 and 127 answered with Question No. 115.

22/07/2020WRF01700Arts Funding

22/07/2020WRF01800128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which the arts sector continues to attract support from philanthropists; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [17691/20]

22/07/2020WRF01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Private 
support for the arts is an important funding source and the Government continues to support this 
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through tax incentives and other initiatives. While my Department does not have a breakdown 
of the total flows of philanthropic funding to the sector, it is committed to encouraging a strong, 
mutually beneficial links between the business community and the arts community to assist arts 
organisations to capitalise on sponsorship opportunities and to develop business partnerships 
and fundraising skills.  In this regard, I recognise the important work carried out by Business to 
Arts for which my Department provides a small amount of continued assistance.

In addition, the Arts Council, which is funded by my Department, operates the RAISE pro-
gramme, which seeks to enhance fund-raising skills in arts organisations with a view to diversi-
fying the sector’s sources of funding.  It is designed to assist the sector in securing philanthropic 
contributions to the arts in Ireland.     

In terms of other capital investment requiring co-funding, a €10 million investment scheme 
for arts and cultural centres is in progress, focussed on upgrading the existing stock of such 
centres around the country.  The funding, which is being made available as part of the Capital 
Investment Framework 2016-2021, is dependent on matching funding being secured by project 
promoters and therefore provides an opportunity for philanthropic support.

In addition, Project Ireland 2040 provides for investment of €460m in a significant number 
of capital projects in our National Cultural Institutions over the next 10 years and states that in-
dividual cultural institutions will be raising their own contributions (typically around 10%-15% 
of project costs) through philanthropic effort.

22/07/2020WRF02000Rental Sector

22/07/2020WRF02100129. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will extend the new emergency measures introduced into law to protect tenants dur-
ing the Covid-19 emergency period; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17467/20]

22/07/2020WRF02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With effect from 27 March 2020, under new emergency measures introduced into law to protect 
tenants during the COVID-19 emergency period, tenants cannot be forced to leave their rental 
accommodation, other than in exceptional circumstances. The measures also prohibit any in-
crease to rent for the duration of the emergency period. These emergency laws initially applied 
for a period of 3 months from the enactment of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
(Covid-19) Act 2020 and were subsequently extended to 20 July by the previous Government. 

On my request, after consultation with the Minister for Health, and with the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, the Government has made an Order extending the 
emergency period until 1 August.

Subject to Cabinet approval, I aim to introduce residential tenancy legislation in the Houses 
of the Oireachtas before the summer recess to further protect tenants who have been economi-
cally impacted by the pandemic.

22/07/2020WRF02300Planning Issues

22/07/2020WRF02400130. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason for the delays in amending the planning regulations on solar panel installations 
on schools and community buildings in view of the fact that the Climate Action Plan 2019 com-
mitted to relax the strict requirement for planning permission by the end of quarter 4 of 2019.  
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[17490/20]

22/07/2020WRF02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, unless 
specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission.  
Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 
amended, set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission.  Any 
such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions on exemptions set out 
in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each class of exempted 
development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

With regard to exemptions for solar panels, Class 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regula-
tions provides an exemption for the installation or erection of a solar panel on, or within the 
curtilage of a house or any buildings within the curtilage of a house, subject to certain siting 
and size conditions. 

Class 56 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for the installa-
tion or erection on a business premises or industrial/light industrial building, or any ancillary 
buildings within the curtilage of such premises or building, of solar panels (thermal collector or 
photo-voltaic), subject to certain siting and size conditions.

Furthermore, Class 18 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for 
the installation or erection on an agricultural structure, or within the curtilage of an agricultural 
holding, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-voltaic), again subject to a number of condi-
tions. 

As part of the Climate Action Plan 2019, my Department is currently undertaking a review 
of the solar panel exemptions, and is actively engaging with the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment as well as other key stakeholders. This review is now 
largely complete. One of the key considerations of the review is to ensure that solar panels can 
be erected - subject to certain siting and size conditions - without the need to obtain planning 
permission, to facilitate the generation of energy for self-consumption. Included in this review 
is the potential for extending the solar panel exemptions to educational and community build-
ings.

The main outstanding issue that remains to be addressed in the current review is the poten-
tial for “glint and glare” impacts for aircraft and the need to ensure that they do not result in any 
real or potential threat to aviation safety. Accordingly, my Department is presently engaging 
with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment as well as the Irish 
Aviation Authority, in order to find a safe and workable solution in relation to this particular 
aspect of the review. It is intended that work on this outstanding issue will be completed in the 
coming months.

As required under planning legislation, any such proposed exempted development regula-
tions must be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive reso-
lution from both Houses before they can be made.

22/07/2020WRF02600Planning Issues

22/07/2020WRF02700131. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will consider making change of use or class of use to childcare facilities exempt from 
planning permission even on a limited or temporary basis to facilitate the early years sector 
during this challenging post-Covid-19 landscape.  [17493/20]
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22/07/2020WRF02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, unless 
specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission. 
Section 4 of the Act and Article 6 and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regula-
tions 2001, as amended (the Regulations) set out in more detail the various exemptions from the 
requirement to obtain planning permission. 

Furthermore, Article 10 of the Regulations provides that certain changes of use, with regard 
to particular classes of use, are also exempted from the requirement to obtain permission. Any 
such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions on exemptions set out 
in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each class of exempted 
development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

Article 10(5) of the Regulations provides that:

‘Development consisting of the use of a house for child minding shall be exempted develop-
ment for the purposes of the Act.’

However, it is important to note that, for the purposes of Article 10(5), the Regulations pro-
vide that “child minding” means the activity of minding no more than 6 children, including the 
children, if any, of the person minding, in the house of that person, for profit or gain.

There are no other exemptions provided in relation to childcare facilities.

Exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission in respect of specific forms 
of development are provided for when they are considered to be consistent with proper planning 
and sustainable development. 

With regard to whether a particular development requires planning permission, an individu-
al can apply to his/her local planning authority for a determination under section 5 of the Act as 
to whether any particular case is or is not development, or is or is not exempted development, 
within the meaning of the Act. 

The granting of planning permission or a declaration that development is exempted devel-
opment does not solely authorise development, including “change of use” of premises, to pro-
ceed where other consents are required. The operation of a childcare facility may be subject to 
multiple requirements of which planning is just one. I have no plans to introduce new exempted 
development planning regulations allowing for the “change of use” of a premises to a childcare 
facility.

It should be noted that my Department issued guidance to the planning authorities under 
section 28 of the 2000 Act in relation to emergency measures taken by the Government in 
relation to the current situation brought about by the Covid-19 virus.  The guidance includes 
recommendations made in relation to planning enforcement in accordance with Government 
policy.  This guidance addresses the operation of childcare facilities. A copy of the Guidance is 
available on my Departments website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/
default/files/publications/files/section_28_guidelines_-_enforcement_during_covid_19_emer-
gency_30_mar_2020.pdf  

Furthermore, Planning Circular PL 03/2016 requested planning authorities with effect from 
September 2016 to expedite:

- all pre-planning application consultation requests from childcare facility providers in rela-
tion to proposals to extend opening hours, to increase capacity or to provide new facilities, and
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- consideration, insofar as is possible, of all planning applications or Section 5 declaration 
submissions in respect of childcare facilities in order to facilitate the expansion of required 
capacity as appropriate.

22/07/2020WRF02900Wastewater Treatment

22/07/2020WRF03000132. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the current wastewater treatment upgrade projects as required to be in compliance with the 
urban wastewater treatment directive; the amount of capital funding provided for each project 
in each of the years 2014 to 2024; and the completion date for each project in tabular form. 
[17528/20]

22/07/2020WRF03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The projects currently planned or underway by Irish Water to ensure compliance with the Di-
rective referred to by the Deputy are Shannon Town, Cobh, Mallow, Ringsend, Fermoy, En-
field, Middleton, Cork City, Roscommon Town, Arklow, Athlone and Enniscorthy.

As Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services planning, deliv-
ery and operation at national, regional and local levels further detail in relation to the break-
down of Irish Water’s capital investment should be sought from Irish Water.

It may be helpful to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with rep-
resentations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at 
Oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

22/07/2020WRF03200River Basin Management Plans

22/07/2020WRF03300133. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the forthcoming river basin management plan; and if he will consult the 
relevant Oireachtas committee and stakeholders in advance of the publication of the draft plan 
due for completion in 2021.  [17529/20]

22/07/2020WRF03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department is currently preparing the third River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) for Ire-
land to cover the period 2021-2027.  Building on work during the second cycle, this plan will 
describe the main pressures and activities affecting water status, set out the environmental ob-
jectives to be achieved up to 2027 and identify the measures needed to achieve these objectives.

My Department is engaging in public consultation at three critical phases in the river basin 
management process. These are:

1. Outlining the draft timetable and consultation arrangements for development of second 
cycle RBMP,

2. Identification of the significant water management issues for the third round of planning, 
and

3. Publication of draft river basin management plans.

In relation to the first phase, my Department launched a six-month consultation on the 
draft timetable and work programme for the third cycle in December 2018. In response to this 
consultation my Department received 28 submissions from a mix of individuals, community 
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groups, local authorities, companies and other key stakeholders.

A public consultation on the Significant Water Management Issues (SWMI) for Ireland, 
which is currently underway, is the second phase of engagement in the development of the 
final plan. The purpose of this consultation phase is to gather stakeholder’s views and reach 
agreement on what are considered to be the significant water management issues and how they 
should be addressed in the planning process for the next plan. Further details of this consulta-
tion is available on my Department’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quali-
ty/water-framework-directive/public-consultation-significant-water-management.

To obtain the views of stakeholders and to discuss whether appropriate issues had been 
identified for inclusion in the consultation document, initial input was also sought from vari-
ous stakeholders. This took place through bi-lateral engagements, such as meetings with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, An Foram Uisce (The National Water Forum), the Local 
Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO), as well as a wider stakeholder event held on 19 No-
vember 2019 in Dublin Castle for approximately 80 stakeholders. These engagements allowed 
my Department to finalise the public consultation document that outlined 4 societal factors and 
8 environmental pressures for consideration. 

Launched on 20 December 2019, the consultation document also sets out the background 
to the Water Framework Directive and the development of RBMPs, the current status of our 
surface, ground and estuarine waters and the pressures thereon and what we understand to be 
the significant water management issues facing Ireland in the next RBMP cycle.  People are 
invited to provide their views on the issues identified, suggest actions to address these issues 
and identify any other issues that could be addressed in the next plan.

In addition to the normal notification on the website, the Department undertook to raise 
awareness of the consultation process by sending notifications to various stakeholders, through 
the placement of newspaper advertisements and with the issuing of regular tweets.

With consultation periods required to run for a minimum of 6 months under the Water 
Framework Directive, this consultation was due to close on Friday, 26 June.  However, due to 
Covid-19 and the restrictions people faced during the public consultation period, there has been 
an extension to the public consultation on the Significant Water Management Issues for Ireland. 
The extended consultation will now run until 5pm on Friday, 7 August 2020.

Following the completion of the consultation, the responses will be gathered and analysed 
by officials with a view to using the information to influence the shape of the draft RBMP. The 
responses received will also be considered by WPAC - the Water Policy Advisory Commit-
tee (established under S.I. 350 of 2014 to advise the Minister on development of RBMPs and 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive).

This SWMI public consultation process will actively inform the development of a pro-
gramme of measures under the third RBMP, a draft of which will be published in December 
2020.  A further 6 month public consultation process on the draft RBMP will occur in the first 
half of 2021, with the finalised RBMP planned to be published by the end of 2021.

The extent, depth and complexities of discussions on measures for inclusion in the third 
RBMP are significant.  With this in mind a small team of representatives from my Department, 
the EPA and local authorities (drawn from LAWPRO), who represent the three lead authorities 
responsible for the preparation and implementation of the RBMP, has been assembled. This 
Programme of Measures Development Team will also engage in bilateral discussions through-
out the preparation of the 3rd plan with key stakeholders. Theses Stakeholders have been iden-
tified are those that will be expected to take some form of action or implement some type of 
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measure to address the issues relevant to their organisation. 

My Department will also be happy to engage with the relevant Oireachtas Committee on the 
plan once established.

22/07/2020WRF03500Wind Energy Guidelines

22/07/2020WRF03600134. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the offshore wind farm planning legislation.  [17530/20]

22/07/2020WRF03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department is currently working in conjunction with the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment, who are leading the development of the provisions specific 
to Offshore Renewable Energy, to further develop the Marine Planning and Development Man-
agement Bill.

The finalised General Scheme for the  Marine Planning and Development Management Bill 
was published by my Department in January 2020. This Bill will provide the legislative basis 
for Ireland’s new marine planning regime. The commitment in the Programme for Government 
to enact this legislation in nine months reflects the priority it has been accorded.

Further policy work is continuing on the development of certain aspects of the proposed 
regime and engagement is also continuing with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel, other 
Departments and agencies on the drafting of the legal text.

22/07/2020WRF03800Environmental Policy

22/07/2020WRF03900135. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the marine protection plan.  [17531/20]

22/07/2020WRF04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future - contains a commitment to realise Ire-
land’s outstanding target of 10% marine protected areas (MPAs) as soon as practical and to 
aim for 30% MPAs by 2030. This commitment will advance the implementation of the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive and the National Biodiversity Action Plan (2017 - 2021) while 
supporting the principles and ambition of the EU Biodiversity Strategy.

As a first step, the independent MPA Advisory Group, established in December 2019 by my 
Department, is working on its report and recommendations on how to achieve this goal. The 
group has been meeting on a monthly basis, including remotely during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and it has been progressing its research and deliberations in a focused manner. 

I expect the Final Report of the MPA Advisory Group to be submitted to my Department in 
October 2020. Following receipt of this report the Government will consider the next steps in 
line with the commitments in the Programme for Government.

22/07/2020WRF04100Local Authority Rates

22/07/2020WRF04200136. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties that small non-profit sports clubs that 
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are licensed to sell alcohol are having in securing an exemption from local authority rates. 
[17547/20]

22/07/2020WRF04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The levying and collection of rates are legally matters for each individual local authority. Local 
authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes. 

On 2 May 2020, a waiver of commercial rates was announced to all businesses that have 
been forced to close due to public health requirements, from 27 March 2020, for a three-month 
period. The costs involved are to be met by the Exchequer and the administration by local au-
thorities of this measure will be by way of a credit in lieu of rates.

Land that is developed for sport, such as playing pitches, is exempt from rates under the 
Valuation Act 2001. There is also provision for the exemption of community halls which are not 
licensed to sell alcohol and where the facilities are not used for profit. However, the Act pro-
vides that where an organisation or club is registered under the Registration of Clubs (Ireland) 
Act 1904, and is licensed to sell alcohol, all the club buildings, wherever located, are rateable 
in their entirety. Such premises closed and ceased trading in line with the health restrictions 
set out in the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) Regulations 
2020 (S.I. No. 121 of 2020).

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future, commits to reviewing the treatment 
of commercial rates for the remainder of the year, as a priority action. This process is underway 
in my Department in the context of the forthcoming July stimulus. The previously announced 
waiver forms part of this consideration, with a view to a single communication with local au-
thorities and ratepayers in the near future.  At that point, guidance on the scope and application 
of the waiver will be provided.

22/07/2020WRF04400Rental Sector

22/07/2020WRF04500137. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the definitions his Department uses to describe an affordable rent in the context of cost-rental 
schemes; if he will describe a significant discount on market rents; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [17574/20]

22/07/2020WRF04600142. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the progress of the cost-rental project at Enniskerry Road; the projected rental cost 
of each on-site unit; and the position on the roll-out of further cost rental projects nationally. 
[17693/20]

22/07/2020WRF04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 137 and 142 together.

Cost Rental rents cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only. 
Therefore the rents for Cost Rental units will be directly linked to the overall cost of each 
development, and will vary according to the site and design specifics. Value engineering with 
long-term maintenance in mind can put downward pressure on costs and help to make Cost 
Rental more affordable for tenants. If construction is to be funded by borrowing, it is crucial that 
Cost Rental providers obtain low-cost, stable finance that is repaid over a long period of time. 
Developments may also be supported by subsidies such as sites from the public land bank and 
infrastructure grants from my Department’s Serviced Site Fund.



Questions - Written Answers

66

The first Cost Rental pilot development at Enniskerry Road, Stepaside, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown is being undertaken by the Tuath and Respond Approved Housing Bodies, with the 
assistance of DLR County Council. The mixed-tenure development comprises 50 Cost Rental 
homes alongside 105 social housing homes. The Cost Rental homes at this site are supported by 
zero-cost land supplied by the Housing Agency, an infrastructure grant from my Department’s 
Serviced Site Fund, and debt financing from the Housing Finance Agency. Construction began 
on the site in July 2019 with delivery scheduled for Q3 2021.

A second pilot project, sponsored by my Department is under development for a site at 
Emmet Road, Inchicore (the former St Michael’s Estate). The project is being led by Dublin 
City Council. The proposal is for DCC to construct 375 Cost Rental units alongside 109 social 
housing units. A Development Framework Plan has been completed and DCC has recently ap-
pointed an architect-led integrated design team to progress the project through the planning and 
construction phases.

Another proposed Cost Rental development is at Shanganagh Castle, Shankill, Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown, where DLR County Council is working in partnership with the Land 
Development Agency to develop the Council-owned site. On Monday, 13th July, planning per-
mission was confirmed for a mixed-tenure development of 597 homes, which it is intended will 
comprise 306 Cost Rental homes, 200 social homes, and 91 homes for sale under the Affordable 
Purchase scheme.

In parallel with the pilot projects policy formulation for Cost Rental is underway, supported 
an inter-departmental/agency Cost Rental Working Group. The Group is evaluating potential 
funding models, including the use of public land and appropriate Exchequer inputs and is also 
considering operational matters such as tenant eligibility. I expect to receive a focused initial 
report from the Group in the coming weeks.

This work will be further assisted by a recently initiated research consultancy sponsored by 
the European Investment Bank on behalf of my Department. The EIB has extensive experience 
in supporting the delivery of affordable housing across Europe. This Report is scheduled for 
completion in December.

22/07/2020WRF04800Home Loan Scheme

22/07/2020WRF04900138. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to reduce the deposit of 10% for applicants to the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan for the purpose of purchasing a property under the incremental purchase scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17597/20]

22/07/2020WRF05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans) Regulations (S.I. No 25 of 2018) provide that 
the loan provided cannot exceed 90% of the market value of the property. The credit assessment 
is the same for all Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applicants, whether they are purchasing a 
home on the private market or a home under the incremental purchase scheme.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for each local authority and its Credit Com-
mittee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in 
accordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure consis-
tency of treatment for all applicants.

I do not have plans to increase the maximum 90% loan to market value condition.
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22/07/2020WRF05100Land Development Agency

22/07/2020WRF05200139. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of sites in the remit of the Land Development Agency (details sup-
plied); the partners involved in the projects; the numbers of expected units; the breakdown of 
the types of units; the stage of the process and targeted completion dates; and the discussions 
that have taken place to provide shared facilities such as kitchens under the 2018 shared accom-
modation standards on these sites. [17671/20]

22/07/2020WRF05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Currently the LDA has access to an initial tranche of 9 sites across the country that have near 
term delivery potential for 3,600 new homes. Details of the current status of these sites are set 
out in the table below.

Update on LDA sites

Location Size Projected num-
ber of units

Status Partners

Shanganagh, 
Dublin  

17.8 acres 597 units, of 
which  200 
social, 91 cost 
purchase, 306 
cost rental

Part10 applica-
tion submitted 
to An Bord 
Pleanala and 
granted. Con-
structionan-
ticipated to start 
in first half of 
2021. Anticipat-
ed completion 
of firsthomes by 
2022.

Site being de-
veloped in con-
junction with 
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County Council.

Central Mental 
Hospital,   Dun-
drum

28 acres 1,200 units (es-
timated)

Pre-planning-
Design team  
appointed.
LDA expects to  
lodge a planning 
application in 
mid-2021 and 
begin construc-
tion in early 
2022

Devoy Barracks, 
Naas

10.08 acres 203 units (esti-
mated)

Pre-planning. 
Draft master-
plan prepared

St Kevin’s   
Hospital, Cork

14.5 acres 274 units (esti-
mated)

Pre-planning.  
Masterplan pre-
pared. SHDpre-
application con-
sultation request 
submitted to 
ABP end-May.
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Location Size Projected num-
ber of units

Status Partners

Meath Hospital, 
Dublin   8

0.75 acres 100 units (esti-
mated)

Pre-planning.
Design team to 
be   appointed

Hackettstown,   
Skerries

16.8 acres 344 
units(estimated)

Design team 
appointed and 
SHDpre-appli-
cation process 
ongoing.

Castlelands, 
Balbriggan

60 acres 800 units (esti-
mated)

Pre planning.
Masterplan pre-
pared, advanc-
ing planning 
stage design.  

Columb Bar-
racks, Mullingar

24.7 acres 200 (estimated) Pre-planning.
Feasibility 
stage,advancing 
development 
framework.

Dyke Road, 
Galway

4.5 acres To be deter-
mined

Pre-planningAp-
praisal stage

The LDA is also working in partnership with other local authorities around the country. It 
is running a design review of the Sandy Road Regeneration Project in Galway which has the 
potential for up to 1,000 homes. It is also working with Limerick City and County Council on 
a site near Colbert Station in Limerick, funding a masterplan of the site which consists of lands 
owned by the Council, CIE, the Department of Education and the HSE. 

Based on information provided by the LDA, there are currently no plans to include a co-
living project on any sites currently under development.

As with all State bodies operating under the aegis of my Department, arrangements have 
been put in place by the LDA through which Oireachtas members can request information 
directly from the Agency in relation to operational matters - in this regard, the LDA may be 
contacted directly at oireachtas@lda.ie.

22/07/2020WRG00200Local Authority Members

22/07/2020WRG00300140. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the strongly held views of local authority elected 
members regarding comments in the Moorehead report on their work and role as members of 
local authorities; and if he will engage with organisations (details supplied) as appropriate rep-
resentative bodies on the matter. [17672/20]

22/07/2020WRG00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): As 
a result of feedback from local authority elected members and their representative associations 
regarding their current remuneration regime, Ms Sara Moorhead SC was commissioned in June 
2018 to carry out a review of the role and remuneration of local authority elected members. 

During the course of the review a survey was carried out of all local authority elected mem-
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bers. Ms Moorhead also met with the elected member representative associations and other 
stakeholders, and invited them to make submissions. The survey and submissions informed the 
content of Ms Moorhead’s final report, which was brought to Government on Friday, 19 June 
2020, and then published. The Report was circulated on that date to all local authority elected 
members and to members of both Houses of the Oireachtas. 

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future has a commitment to “implement the 
Moorhead Report on the Role and Remuneration of Local Authority Elected Members within 12 
months”. Meeting this commitment is a priority within my Department. I will welcome further 
engagement and input from elected members and their representative associations during the 
implementation process. 

22/07/2020WRG00500Rental Sector

22/07/2020WRG00600141. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will provide a terms of reference for the cross-Departmental working group 
on cost rental; the membership of the group; and the expected date for delivery of its findings. 
[17692/20]

22/07/2020WRG00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Cost Rental Working Group was convened in 2019 in order to assess methods for the 
consistent and sustainable delivery of Cost Rental at scale. The Group is examining potential 
funding models, including the use of public land and appropriate Exchequer inputs, in order 
to establish a sustainable financing and implementation structure to deliver Cost Rental units 
at the necessary scale. Detailed operational and eligibility criteria for Cost Rental is also being 
considered. 

The membership of the Group includes representatives from across my Department as well 
as the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Finance, the Housing 
Agency, the Housing Finance Agency, the Residential Tenancies Board, the Land Development 
Agency, and local authorities.

A focused initial report is almost complete, and I expect that this will be available for my 
consideration within the coming weeks. However, the work of the Cost Rental Working Group 
will continue, with additional areas to be explored further. 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) working on behalf of my Department also recently 
initiated research consultancy on this area. The EIB has extensive experience in supporting the 
delivery of affordable housing across Europe. The Report of the research project is scheduled 
for completion in December, and will feed into the work of the Cost Rental Working Group.

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 137.

22/07/2020WRG00900Passport Data

22/07/2020WRG01000143. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of passports processed to date in July 2020; the number of persons waiting for pass-
ports; the number of passports processed in the first half of July 2019; the number of persons 
waiting for a passport on 16 July 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17457/20]

22/07/2020WRG01100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service 
commenced a phased return to full operations on 8 June 2020. 
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Between 1 July and 16 July 2020, the Passport Service issued approximately 34,000 pass-
port books and cards. Between 1 July and 16 July 2019, the Passport Service issued approxi-
mately 38,000 passport books and cards.

On 16 July 2020, the Passport Online system had approximately 8,000 applications under 
process and a further 18,000 applications which required action from the applicant, such as 
further supporting documentation or re-submission of a photograph. 

It is not possible to extract historical data for applications under process in 2019 for the 
same time period.

The Passport Service is currently meeting the target turnaround times for Passport Online 
applications. This is 10 working days for simple applications and 20 working days for complex 
applications, once the supporting documentation has been received.

22/07/2020WRG01200Passport Data

22/07/2020WRG01300144. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of 
passport applications made by month from January 2019 to June 2020, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17492/20]

22/07/2020WRG01400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service 
commenced a phased return to full operation on 8 June 2020. The Passport Service has pro-
cessed over 80,000 books and cards since re-opening and is currently meeting the target turn-
around times for Passport Online applications. 

The numbers of passport applications received from applicants for the year 2019 and until 
June 2020 are detailed in the following table.

- 2019 2020
January 104,413 102,542
February 99,857 91,314
March 113,001 54,349
April 103,609 13,820
May 103,253 16,403
June 86,720 43,005
July 78,728
August 63,513
September 58,909
October 55,565
November 50,012
December 40,816

22/07/2020WRG01500Marine Accidents

22/07/2020WRG01600145. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Defence if he will commission a report 
on the activities of UK defence force vessels in Irish waters following a marine accident inves-
tigations branch report (details supplied). [17564/20]

22/07/2020WRG01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The details provided relate to an event 
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which occurred in a location which is not part of Irish territorial waters and involved vessels 
neither of which were sailing under an Irish flag. The matter was investigated by the UK’s Ma-
rine Accident Investigation Branch who were the appropriate investigators. Their report on the 
matter can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stena-superfast-vii-and-royal-
navy-submarine-report-published. 

I have no plans to commission a report into such activities.  

22/07/2020WRG01800Overseas Missions

22/07/2020WRG01900146. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a break-
down of peacekeeping defence missions over the past five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17567/20]

22/07/2020WRG02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of 8 July 2020, Ireland is contributing 
541 personnel to 10 different missions throughout the world. The main overseas missions in 
which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 321 personnel and the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF) in Syria with 134 personnel. 

Ireland has always been a strong supporter of the United Nations and UN Peacekeeping.  
Our commitment and support for the primary role of the United Nations, in the maintenance of 
international peace and security, is expressed in Ireland’s long-standing tradition of participat-
ing in UN peacekeeping operations.  This commitment is also expressed in our engagement in 
the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). 

Details of overseas Missions where Defence Forces personnel have served over the past five 
years (2015 to date) are set out below.

 YEAR MISSION (all abbreviations outlined at end 
of document)

 2020 UNIFIL UNTSO MINURSOMONUSCO-
MINUSMAUNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM 
MaliKFOROP Sophia (Mission closed on 
31 March 2020)OP IRINI 

 2019 UNIFILUNTSOMINURSOMONUSCO 
MINUSMA UNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM 
MaliKFOROp Sophia  

 2018 UNIFILUNTSOMINURSOMONUSCO 
UNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM MaliKFOROp 
Sophia 

 2017 UNIFILUNTSOMINURSOMONUSCOU-
NOCIUNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM MaliK-
FOROp Pontus (Deployed May to Oct 17)
Op Sophia (Deployed Oct to Dec 17) 

 2016 UNIFILUNTSO MINURSOMONUSCOU-
NOCIUNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM MaliK-
FORRSMOp Pontus (Deployed May to Dec 
16) 
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 YEAR MISSION (all abbreviations outlined at end 
of document)

 2015 UNIFILUNTSOMINURSOMONUSCOU-
NOCIUNDOFEUFOR BiHEUTM MaliK-
FORRSMOp Pontus (Deployed May to 
Nov 15)  

Abbreviation (Explanation)

EUFOR BiH (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina)

EUTM Mali (EU-led Training Mission Mali)]

KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo)

MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara)

MINUSMA (United Nations Mission in Mali)

MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Con-
go)

Op Pontus (Naval Service Humanitarian Mission in Mediterranean)

Op Sophia (EU Naval Mission)

Op Irini (EU Naval Mission)

RSM (Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan)

UNDOF (United Nations Disengagement Observer Force)

UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon)

UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Democratic Republic of the Congo)

UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation).

22/07/2020WRG02100Defence Forces Personnel

22/07/2020WRG02200147. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Defence the name and rank of 
each Irish military member of the Eurocontrol Military ATM Board and the Civilian-Military 
Stakeholder Committee. [17600/20]

22/07/2020WRG02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Lt Col Raymond Martin of the Air Corps 
is the Irish military member of Eurocontrol’s Network Management Board which deals with 
air traffic management network functions and which is made up of both civilian and military 
members. 

22/07/2020WRG02400Air Corps

22/07/2020WRG02500148. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Defence if his Department retains 
records and statistics on the portions of Irish airspace reserved for military use each year, in 
particular, the location of the section of airspace reserved, the dates and times on which they 
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are reserved and the duration of the reservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17601/20]

22/07/2020WRG02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Information about the airspace used by 
the Defence Forces is published in the Irish Aviation Authority’s Aeronautical Information Pub-
lication. In addition, ad hoc airspace structures (temporary restricted areas) may be filed with 
the Irish Aviation Authority for specific operations and/or training events and are known as 
NOTAM (Notices to Airmen). 

Each activation, deactivation and change to the maximum active levels of the airspace con-
cerned is manually entered into the relevant Air Traffic Control logbooks. Logbooks are re-
tained for a year before being destroyed. 

I wish to assure you that effective civil military coordination procedures are in place so as 
to reduce the impact of military activity on civil operations. 

22/07/2020WRG02700School Services Staff

22/07/2020WRG02800149. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to provide 
employment contracts to school secretaries. [17543/20]

22/07/2020WRG02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  

In Budget 2020 the number of secretaries and caretakers in certain schools was increased, 
allowing schools with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have 
fewer than 1.5 secretaries; schools with enrolments of 626-699 to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two secretary posts filled, and schools of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies 
provided they have fewer than two caretakers.  These measures will take effect from September 
2020. 

In Spring 2019 the moratorium was relaxed for those C&C and ETB schools with enrol-
ments of 700 and more which allows them to employ additional school secretaries up to a 
maximum of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this 
criteria, based on the information currently available to this Department. This was an initial step 
and took immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken 
on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for 
terms of employment rests with the school.

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
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over that period.  This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 December 2019. 

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.  

A survey of Secretaries and Caretakers undertaken in 2019 identified some schools that 
are non-compliant with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department 
has contacted these schools to remind them of their obligations under the agreement, as imple-
mented through various circulars. The links below will bring you to the most recent circulars in 
respect of the pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf.

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th of April 2019 to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May last year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim. 

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the pay agreement for this cohort of staff which 
lasted until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July 2019 to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September 2019. Man-
agement Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in 
attendance at the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the 
pay claim as presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action. 

On 30 September 2019 FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the 
Department agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department and Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the 
auspices of the WRC. These talks are subject to the normal procedures including confidential-
ity. The talks began in the WRC in October.  

Following industrial action, which commenced on the 10th January 2020, both parties have 
agreed to return to talks at the WRC.  FÓRSA agreed to the WRC request to suspend their ongo-
ing work-to-rule to allow the talks to progress. This suspension was effective from 21st January 
2020.

22/07/2020WRG03000Schools Building Projects

22/07/2020WRG03100150. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a build-
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ing project for a school (details supplied) [17460/20]

22/07/2020WRG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers to was approved funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2018 to en-
able it to build three classrooms, one resource room, two standard WC and one WC for assisted 
users.  

A Stage 1 submission was received in the Department which indicated there were site re-
strictions applicable to the project which in turn will lead to increased costs for its delivery.  
This submission is under review by officials in my Department in that context and we will re-
vert with a response directly to the school when that review is completed.

22/07/2020WRG03300Schools Building Projects

22/07/2020WRG03400151. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a build-
ing project for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17464/20]

22/07/2020WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware that 
a building project for the school in question is included on the Department’s Capital Programme 
to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP).

My Department is currently finalising the accommodation brief for the building project and 
was in contact with the school authority recently relating to the progression of the project to the 
next stage.  My Department will be in further contact with the school authority in this regard.

22/07/2020WRG03600School Accommodation

22/07/2020WRG03700152. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements for 
a school (details supplied) without access to a school building at present in view of the lease 
expired on previous temporary accommodation in June 2020; if a lease agreement has been 
signed for the new temporary accommodation; and when the school will be given access to the 
new temporary accommodation. [17488/20]

22/07/2020WRG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a licence arrangement has been agreed between my Department and the landowner of the 
new temporary accommodation for the school in question.  

My Department is in the final stages of signing the contract with the preferred contractor to 
undertake refurbishment works in this accommodation. It is intended that the contractor will 
commence on site in the coming days. The school patron has been advised accordingly.

My Department will continue its engagement with the patron relating to these works to en-
sure that contingency arrangements are in place where necessary.  

22/07/2020WRG03900Medical Research and Training

22/07/2020WRG04000153. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) will allow medical students to undertake one-month summer placements in hospitals 
in 2020. [17539/20]
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22/07/2020WRG04100154. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to allow 
medical students to undertake one-month summer placements in hospitals in 2020. [17540/20]

22/07/2020WRG04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Clinical training placements 
for medical students are a matter for the Health Service Executive and the relevant Higher 
Education Institution medical schools.  I have  no function in relation to this matter. However, 
in order to assist the Deputy, Department officials have been in contact with the Higher Edu-
cation Authority and the Authority is currently following up with the  medical schools at the 
appropriate level in relation to the mattter, the outcome of which interaction will be relayed to 
the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRG04400School Transport

22/07/2020WRG04500155. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
parents of a person (details supplied) can expect to receive their transportation grant for travel 
incurred. [17542/20]

22/07/2020WRG04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.

With regard to transport arrangements for the July Programme my Department will provide 
grant funding to support parents with the cost of transport arrangements for those children who 
are eligible for school transport and who have been approved to participate in the school based 
July Programme. 

Schools are required to identify children who are on a School Transport service or who are 
in receipt of a grant. School Transport Section will be in contact with schools and families in 
regard to the arrangements for payment.

22/07/2020WRG04700Schools Administration

22/07/2020WRG04800156. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
sider introducing one-hour class blocks when schools return for the forthcoming academic year; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17549/20]

22/07/2020WRG04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): It is the clear goal of the 
Government, in collaboration with all education stakeholders to support the education system 
so that we can welcome our pupils and staff across our school communities back into a safe 
environment at the start of the new school year. 

Planning for this has been underway for a number of months in collaboration with stake-
holders. Intense engagement with these stakeholders on the public health advice and planning 
process for both primary and post-primary schools is continuing.  



22 July 2020

77

Draft Covid-19 plans for both primary and post primary schools with details on a range of 
practical measures to support schools to reopen safely are being progressed.  The plans will in-
clude information on suggested classroom layouts to maximise physical distancing, guidelines 
on enhanced cleaning regimes in schools and some options around timetabling considerations.  
As each school setting is unique schools will be expected to examine and implement the mea-
sures that suit its own environment from a practical and public health perspective in order to 
reopen safely. 

22/07/2020WRG05000School Transport

22/07/2020WRG05100157. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation will be given to extending the medical card waiver to each student eligible for concession-
ary school transport in view of the fact that many families are on reduced incomes as a result of 
the Covid-19 crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17562/20]

22/07/2020WRG05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/2020 year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special 
educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport under the terms of the scheme may apply 
to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to a number of conditions includ-
ing the appropriate annual charge is paid. The Medical Card waiver is not applicable to children 
who are not eligible for school transport.  There are no plans to waiver the fee for concessionary 
children who are medical card holders.

22/07/2020WRG05300Student Accommodation

22/07/2020WRG05400158. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if financial sup-
ports will be put in place to assist college students with accommodation costs (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17566/20]

22/07/2020WRG05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department of Further 
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science is working with representatives from 
the higher education sector to address the challenges faced by students in this difficult time. 
Students who were residing in university-owned accommodation will receive pro-rata refunds 
if they vacated their accommodation due to the Covid-19 pandemic. While I would wish to see 
pro-rata refunds applied in the case of students who were residing in privately owned student 
accommodation, it is not within the remit of my Department to direct any accommodation pro-
vider to offer a refund.

Student accommodation licence terms including cost, duration, refund and cancellation pol-
icies should be set out in the licence agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. 
While I would hope that accommodation providers would show flexibility to students in the 
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current times, agreements between students and accommodation providers are a private matter, 
and neither I nor my Department have any remit to issue instructions in relation to the private 
rental market.  

22/07/2020WRG05600School Transport

22/07/2020WRG05700159. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of vehicles 
that would be required in the 2020/2021 school year based on the current rule of using 50% of 
public transport capacity due to Covid-19, that will provide the same level of service as was 
provided in the school transport scheme in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17575/20]

22/07/2020WRG05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.

The Department is currently working with the education partners and relevant stakeholders 
in planning for the re-opening of schools in late August/September, which will be based on pub-
lic health advice and which will put the best interests of our school population first. The objec-
tive is to re-open schools as fully, normally and safely as possible in late August and September 
2020.  The operation of school transport services in September 2020 will also be informed by 
the outcome of this planning for re-opening schools.  

Interim public health advice from the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) in rela-
tion to the re-opening of schools has recently been received and published. The interim public 
health advice can be found here: https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/interim-recommenda-
tions-for-the-reopening-of-schools-and-educational-facilities.pdf.  The recommendations relat-
ing to School Transport are set out in Section 6. 

With regard to school transport, we are continuing to engage with relevant stakeholders 
including Bus Éireann, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the National Trans-
port Authority on the logistical considerations that arise from the public health advice received.   

We aim to have guidance issued in line with the health advice by the end of July at the latest 
and there will be a communications campaign for parents and the whole school community to 
support the re-opening of our schools which will include guidance on the operation of school 
transport services.  This will also include communications with school transport operators.

22/07/2020WRH00200School Accommodation

22/07/2020WRH00300160. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions being 
taken to deal with the accommodation needs of a school (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17578/20]
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22/07/2020WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers was established in 2018 and is currently in interim accommodation on the Firhouse 
Education Campus. 

Due to additional accommodation requirements in the Gaelscoil in which they are currently 
located my Department has been informed that it is not possible for the secondary school to 
continue to operate in that building. 

My Department has informed the secondary school that interim accommodation for the 
school will be provided on the Citywest Education Campus for the 2020/2021 academic year.

My Department is in on-going communication with the Patron Bodies concerned regarding 
all options.

22/07/2020WRH00500State Examinations

22/07/2020WRH00600161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for the delay in leaving certificate results being pushed out to September 2020; the provisions 
in place for third-level applications here and for students seeking to apply and begin courses 
abroad; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17582/20]

22/07/2020WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic a system of Calculated Grades was put in place by my predecessor due to the inability 
to run the normal Leaving Certificate examinations this year. The purpose of this process is to 
allow as many students as possible to progress to employment, further education and training, 
or higher education in a way that is fair and equitable to all Leaving Certificate students. 

On 16 July, I announced that students will receive their Calculated Grades on 7 September. 
This is the earliest possible release date given the rigorous and robust quality assurance checks 
required to ensure the process has executed with equity and fairness to all students and to ensure 
that the 2020 results enjoy the same status as those of previous years. 

CAO Round 1 offers will issue on 11 September, and prospective students will have until 
16 September to reply to this offer. Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are currently working 
through their arrangements for first year students in light of the announced results date, and will 
publish these details as soon as they are available.

As in other years, the results will have been provided to the CAO and to UCAS a short time 
in advance, so confirmation of first round college places from colleges in Northern Ireland and 
the rest of the UK will issue to students on 7 September. 

I have also written to my European counterparts to inform them of the release date of the 
Calculated Grades and to seek flexibility for Irish students who have applied to European insti-
tutions of higher education.

22/07/2020WRH00800School Transport

22/07/2020WRH00900162. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will ad-
dress a matter (details supplied) regarding paying for school transport; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17610/20]

22/07/2020WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
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cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.

The option to make payment for transport for the 2020/2021 school yearyear is now avail-
able with a closing date for payment on the 31st July 2020. Families wishing to avail of trans-
port for the 2020/2021 year are advised to make payment by this date. 

Given that the school transport services have not been available to children from 13th March, 
it was decided that at the end of the 2019/2020 school year a refund for that period of closure 
would be issued to parents. The refunds process has commenced, with refunds in the region of 
€4.5 million being refunded directly to all entitled family account holders. 

22/07/2020WRH01100School Funding

22/07/2020WRH01200163. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will request 
schools to be lenient on parents who are not in a position to make voluntary contributions due 
to financial difficulties they are experiencing as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17621/20]

22/07/2020WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Voluntary contributions by 
parents of pupils enrolled in recognised schools are permissible provided it is made absolutely 
clear to parents that there is no question of compulsion to pay and that, in making a contribu-
tion, they are doing so of their own volition. The manner in which such voluntary contributions 
are sought and collected is a matter for school management, however their collection should be 
such as not to create a situation where either parents or pupils could reasonably infer that the 
contributions take on a compulsory character.  

My Department recognises that additional funding will be required for schools including 
supporting enhanced cleaning to prevent COVID-19 infections. Parents will not incur costs for 
these safety measures.  My Department is engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform on the requirement to provide funding to schools for this purpose.

22/07/2020WRH01400State Examinations

22/07/2020WRH01500164. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
being made with education authorities in the Netherlands to enable leaving certificate students 
to enrol and take up places on courses due to commence in early September 2020; if she re-
ceived confirmation that students will not be disadvantaged due to the delay by her Department 
in issuing results; if she will guarantee students places on similar courses here if the delay in is-
suing results prevents them from enrolling and commencing further studies in the Netherlands; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17666/20]

22/07/2020WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I am very conscious of the 
impact arising from the issue of the 2020 Leaving Certificate results on 7th September on all 



22 July 2020

81

students, in particular for those students who chose to pursue their undergraduate studies in 
other EU Member States, including the Netherlands.  

 In that regard, and further to previous correspondence from my predecessor on this matter, 
I have written to Minster Van Engelshoven seeking her support for special consideration by 
higher education institutions in the Netherlands for Irish students this year, and I hope to hear 
from her soon. 

22/07/2020WRH01700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

22/07/2020WRH01800165. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will respond to a call by performers and crew in the live entertainment industry to retain 
the pandemic unemployment payment and to provide other supports and grants for those in that 
sector that are uncertain as to when they will return to work in view of social distancing rules; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17545/20]

22/07/2020WRH01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys) 
(Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID 19 pandemic unemployment payment was in-
troduced as a time-limited emergency measure in response to the pandemic and approval was 
given to the extension of this payment until 10th August.  The Government is aware that there 
are certain sectors which will be affected by business closures longer than others and the con-
firmation that this payment will be available until early August provides financial certainty to 
people affected at this time.  The Government has set employment recovery as its top priority 
and the July jobs stimulus package will assist people back into work.  Any further changes to 
the pandemic unemployment payment will be considered in that context.

Changes were also announced to the structure of the pandemic unemployment payment 
which means that it continues to be a strong support but is also fair and targeted.  Payment is 
now linked to prior earnings.  If a recipient’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher then 
there is no change to their rate of payment. If a person’s gross weekly earnings were under €200 
then the rate of the pandemic unemployment payment will be adjusted to €203 which is in line 
with the standard personal rate of Jobseeker’s Benefit.  Where a person is self-employed their 
gross average weekly income for 2018 is used to calculate the rate of the pandemic unemploy-
ment payment, the last tax year for which verifiable data on self-employed income is available. 

A self-employed person who is continuing to operate their business at a reduced level may 
be eligible for support under the jobseeker’s allowance payment. 

The Enterprise Support Grant has recently been extended and will be made available to 
small business owners who transition from the pandemic unemployment payment to re-open 
their business.  The grant, of up to €1,000, will be payable to self-employed micro enterprises 
which employ fewer than 10 people, have an annual turnover of less than €1 million and are 
not eligible for support from the COVID 19 Business Restart Grant or other similar business 
reopening grants.  The Department is developing the systems to put it into effect and will com-
municate how to access the grant in the coming weeks.

Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for other financial sup-
ports under the means-tested supplementary welfare allowance scheme including an Excep-
tional or Urgent Needs payment where the need is demonstrated.  Information on the supports 
available under this scheme is available at www.gov.ie.

I trust that this clarifies the position for you.
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Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRH02100166. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to provide support to seasonal workers who were denied the pandemic 
unemployment payment in view of the fact they were not yet back to work on the week of 6 to 
13 March 2020 and in further view of the fact many of their stamps have now run out and they 
are unable to get any other payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17604/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID 19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency measure to 
meet the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

One of the conditions for receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment is that a person 
must have been in employment immediately before 13th March and lost their income from 
employment.  Where a person was due to take up seasonal employment but they were not in 
employment immediately prior to 13th March they are not eligible to receive the pandemic un-
employment payment.  It would be impossible to construct a scheme based on claims of poten-
tial or prospective but unrealised employment, particularly where the economy was operating 
at full-employment with many unfilled vacancies prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

People who do not qualify for the pandemic unemployment payment are eligible to apply 
for a jobseekers payment.  Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly payment to people who have lost 
their employment and who satisfy the scheme’s statutory conditions including the requirement 
to have sufficient social insurance contributions paid.  This benefit is paid for 9 months (234 
days) for people with 260 or more PRSI contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for 
people who have less than 260 paid.  Where a person does not re-qualify or has used up their 
entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit they can apply for the means tested jobseeker’s allowance.  

Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for other financial sup-
ports under the means-tested supplementary welfare allowance scheme including an Excep-
tional or Urgent Needs payment.  Information on the supports available under this scheme is 
available at www.gov.ie  .

I trust this clarifies the position at this time.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/07/2020WRH02400167. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to provide supports to the workers aged 66 years of age and over that were 
not entitled to the pandemic unemployment payment (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17607/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID 19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment is available to people aged between 18 and 
66 years, and the age range is consistent with other jobseeker and social protection income sup-
ports paid to people of working age.  People aged 66 years and over are provided for within the 
Social Protection income support framework through the State Pension, either the contributory 
State pension based on PRSI contributions or the non-contributory means tested pension.  The 
maximum weekly rate of payment for a person in receipt of the State Contributory pension in a 
two person household with an adult dependent who is over 66 years is €470.80.  The maximum 
rate of payment for the non-contributory pension for a two person household is €393.60.
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A person in receipt of the State contributory pension can retain all of their State pension 
as well as their employment income and retain that pension payment if they lose employment 
income, thus guaranteeing an income support.  If a person is not in receipt of the maximum rate 
of State Pension Contributory, they may be eligible for an increased weekly rate of payment on 
the State non-contributory means tested pension, depending on their circumstances.  

People in receipt of the non-contributory or means-tested pension who are also in receipt of 
an employment income may have their pension payment increased if they lose that employment 
income or it is reduced.  Similarly, if a person aged 66 or over who did not previously qualify 
for or make an application for a means-tested pension may qualify for a pension payment if 
their circumstances change – including if they lose any employment income or if that employ-
ment income is reduced.

People aged 66 and over may also be entitled to a range of ancillary supports that are aligned 
to the particular circumstances of older people and are significantly more valuable than those 
generally available to people of working age.  These include free travel, fuel allowance, house-
hold benefits package (gas/electricity) and living alone allowance. 

It should be noted also that employers may claim the temporary wage subsidy for all of 
their workers who pay Irish PAYE income tax from the Revenue Commissioners.  In this way 
workers who are aged over 66 can continue, with the co-operation of their employers, to receive 
income from employment. 

Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for other financial sup-
ports under the means-tested supplementary welfare allowance scheme including an Excep-
tional or Urgent Needs payment where the need is demonstrated.  Information on the supports 
available under this scheme is available at www.gov.ie  .

State Pensions

22/07/2020WRH02700168. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection if an oral hearing will be facilitated as soon as possible for a person (details 
supplied) to determine their eligibility for the State pension in view of the fact they are without 
a source of regular income; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17484/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I am advised by the Chief Appeals Officer that, due to the current Covid-19 restrictions, in 
person oral appeal hearings have been suspended since 13 March 2020.  The resumption of oral 
hearings will be kept under review in light of government advice on easing restrictions.  How-
ever, appeals work continues and appeals are currently being determined on the basis of written 
submissions.  In some cases it has also been possible for Appeals Officers to progress appeals 
by way of telephone calls and email on issues relating to an appeal (which might otherwise have 
been ascertained in the course of an oral hearing) and bring the matter to a conclusion.

The Chief Appeals Officer has also advised that the Office is exploring the use of video 
technology for appeal hearings.  Among the issues being considered are what is the most ap-
propriate technological solution and the types of appeal cases that would be potentially suitable 
for this approach.  Any future use of video technology would need to ensure the maintenance of 
fair procedures, confidentiality and data protection.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office has also advised me that, if the person concerned is expe-
riencing financial hardship, it is open to them to contact their local Community Welfare Officer 
and discuss their circumstances with them, with a view to claiming Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance while this appeal is ongoing.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

22/07/2020WRH02900Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension

22/07/2020WRH03000169. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection if an application for a widower’s pension by a person (details supplied) will 
be approved; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17486/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Section 124 (3) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 states a person shall be disquali-
fied from receiving a Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension 
for as long as he/she cohabiting with another person as a couple. The person concerned was 
refused a Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension on the 4th 
March 2020  on the grounds that he was cohabiting.

The person concerned appealed the decision of the Deciding Officer to the Independent 
Chief Appeals Officer.  The Appeals Officer upheld the decision of the Deciding Officer on the 
7th July 2020.  

The person concerned informed the Appeals Officer that he had now changed address and 
requested his widowers pension be reviewed. The Deciding Officer wrote to the person con-
cerned and requested that he furnish the Department with proof of his current address.  How-
ever, he has not responded to date.   When the requested information is available to the Deciding 
Officer, further consideration can then be given to his claim, and he will be notified of outcome 
without delay.  

If the person concerned is in financial need, he may qualify for supplementary welfare 
allowance.  Full details of this allowance is available from the designated person (formerly 
known as a Community Welfare Officer), based at their local Social Welfare/Intreo Office. 

 I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

State Pension (Contributory)

22/07/2020WRH03300170. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her Department with liaise with the relevant authorities in the UK with regard to 
pension contributions in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17494/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
According to the records of my Department, the person concerned reached pension age in 2009 
and has not applied for a State pension (contributory) to date. Without a formal application the 
person’s pension entitlement cannot be determined.  I have arranged for an application form 
to issue to them.  Their pension entitlement will be investigated upon receipt of the completed 
application form and they will be notified in writing of the outcome.

A person reaching age 66 between 6 April 2002 and 5 April 2012 must have 260 Irish full-
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rate paid employment contributions in order to qualify for standard State pension (contribu-
tory).  According to the records of my Department, the person entered insurable employment in 
Ireland on 13 February 1961. During their period of employment covering the 1960/61 tax year 
to 1965/66 tax year inclusive, it appears that they do not satisfy the 260-contribution condition 
based on their Irish contributions alone.

Under European Union regulations, the insurance records of other Member States can be 
combined to satisfy this 260-contribution condition and give entitlement to a proportional or 
pro rata pension.  Since the person concerned has a UK social insurance record, details of their 
UK contribution history will be requested from the UK pension authority as part of my Depart-
ment’s investigation of their pension entitlement. The person’s entitlement to an pro rata pen-
sion State pension (contributory) will be determined when this record is made available.  The 
person will then be notified in writing of the outcome.

The person concerned should therefore include all details of their Irish and UK employment(s) 
when submitting their pension application.  In the course of our investigations, my Department 
may query a contribution record from another country with the relevant pension authority if it 
appears that a record does not correspond with the information available to us.  However, if it 
is confirmed that all employment details held have been provided, and a claimant considers that 
contributions are missing from that record, it would be a matter for the claimant to pursue this 
enquiry with the relevant pension authority.  

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Carer’s Allowance

22/07/2020WRH03600171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17514/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An increased payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people. 
CA is payable up to two care recipients at a time. The Carers Support Grant (CSG) is payable 
for each person being cared for.

I can confirm that my department received three applications for CA from the person con-
cerned on 30 January 2020.  

In the case of the first care recipient, the application was awarded to the person concerned 
on 19 March 2020 with effect from 30 January 2020. The first payment issued to his nominated 
post office on 26 March 2020. Arrears due from 30 January 2020 to 25 March 2020 issued also.

The evidence submitted in support of the second application was examined and the deciding 
officer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did 
not amount to full-time care as the care recipient was in hospital. The care recipient has since 
passed away.

CA cannot be awarded where the person being cared for is already in hospital or in another 
institution. 
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The evidence submitted in support of the third application was examined and the deciding 
officer decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was 
satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 19 March 2020 of these decisions, the reasons for 
them and of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned contacted the department on 15 July 2020 requesting a review of the 
decision relating to the third care recipient and submitted additional medical evidence in sup-
port of his application.

This review is currently being processed and, once completed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Child Benefit

22/07/2020WRH03900172. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if consideration will be given to paying child benefit to fathers (details supplied) as 
it is automatically paid to mothers; if the policy on this will be changed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17541/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Under Section 220 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005, Child Benefit is payable to 
the person with whom a qualified child normally resides.  Regulations governing normal resi-
dence for Child Benefit purposes are contained in S.I. 142/2007 (Article 159) and they provide 
inter alia for the following: 
1.   In the event that a qualified child is resident with both mother and father, he or she will be regarded as normally residing with the mother (or step-mother); 
2.   If mother and father are resident in separate households, the qualified child shall be regarded as normally residing with the person with whom he or she resides for the majority of the time. 

  Where the persons are resident in separate households the qualified children shall be re-
garded as normally residing with the person with whom they reside the majority of the time.  
Where children are resident an equal amount of time with both parent, the children’s mother is 
deemed to be the qualified person for the purposed of receiving Child Benefit. 

The policy to pay to the child’s mother was originally introduced in 1974 in the context of 
the Children’s Allowance scheme and continued when Children’s Allowance was replaced by 
Child Benefit in 1986.  In 1974, approximately 85% of Children’s Allowance payments were 
already in payment to mothers, having been transferred on a voluntary basis by the then quali-
fied person, i.e. the father.  

Having advocated this change, the policy to pay Children’s Allowance/Child Benefit to 
the mother was subsequently endorsed by the Commission on the Status of Women (1972 and 
1974) as well as by the Child Benefit Review Committee (1995).  It was given further support 
in a commissioned report published in 1994 by Combat Poverty Agency and completed by the 
Economic and Social Research Institute.   

Despite the increased participation of women in the workforce in recent years, Information 
available from the Central Statistics Office indicates that over 29,000 married women with 
children under 15 years of age currently classify themselves as ‘home duties’ (Quarterly Na-
tional Household Survey Quarter 2, 2017).  This figure rises to over 36,000 when all cohabiting 
women with children under age 15 are included.  

The above data confirms that there is still a considerable cohort of married/cohabiting wom-
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en who may not have an independent income other than Child Benefit.  It is therefore the De-
partment’s view that the policy to pay Child Benefit directly to the mother, or in this case the 
step-mother as provided for by the legislation, of the qualified child continues to be both valid 
and appropriate in the vast majority of cases.

Notwithstanding this, I wish to acknowledge that the specific case cited by the Deputy iden-
tifies a number of points.  I want to assure the Deputy that my Department keeps this approach 
under review in the light of societal change including evolving family formation.  The Depart-
ment regularly reviews all of its schemes, including Child Benefit, in order to ensure that they 
are still delivering on their policy aims and objectives.

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

22/07/2020WRH04200173. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for a reduced pandemic unemploy-
ment payment in the case of a person (details supplied).  [17560/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department is currently managing a large number of review requests for the Covid-19 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) re-rate at this time. For this reason we are not in a 
position to respond to enquiries as promptly as we would like. 

Following a review of the person’s record, I am pleased to inform you that his PUP has been 
re-rated to €350 per week.  Any arrears due will issue this week.

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

22/07/2020WRH04500174. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for a reduced pandemic unemploy-
ment payment in the case of a person (details supplied)  [17557/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
From 29th June, the higher rate of PUP is only payable to those who had average weekly reck-
onable income of €200 or greater from self-employment prior to applying for the PUP.  

As my Department has identified the person concerned as self-employed, it is basing its 
decision on his return of income in the 2018 tax year.  

Based on the income advised by the Revenue Commissioners the lower weekly PUP rate of 
€203 now applies.

If the person concerned is not satisfied with the above information, he should raise this mat-
ter with the Revenue Commissioners.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

Low Pay Commission

22/07/2020WRH04800175. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion the timeline to which the Low Pay Commission is working to examine the feasibility of a 
universal basic income and establishing a pilot scheme for same; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [17602/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Programme for Government states that the Low Pay Commission is to examine Universal 
Basic Income, informed by a review of previous international pilots, and resulting in a universal 
basic income pilot in the lifetime of the Government.  The practical arrangements for giving 
effect to this commitment are still being considered, but it is my intention is that this matter will 
be progressed in accordance with the timeline set out in the Programme for Government.

Social Welfare Benefits

22/07/2020WRH05100176. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the options available to a person who works three days a week and would like to sign on for 
benefits for the remaining two days; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17665/20]

Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Department’s main unemployment supports are jobseekers benefit and jobseekers allow-
ance.  The qualifying conditions for both schemes require a person to be unemployed, available 
for and genuinely seeking full-time work and to be fully unemployed for at least four in any 
seven consecutive days.  For jobseekers benefit they must have the necessary social insurance 
contributions and have sustained a substantial loss of employment.

Short Time Work Support is also available to employees who are put on short time working 
week on a temporary basis due to a reduction in business.  To qualify for this support a person 
must meet all of the qualifying conditions for jobseekers benefit, including the contribution 
condition.  

If a person does not qualify for jobseekers benefit or Short-time Work Support they may 
apply for means tested jobseekers allowance.

Further information on these supports are available on   www.gov.ie

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Animal Welfare

22/07/2020WRH05400178. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to tackle animal cruelty; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17469/20]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Programme 
for Government places a positive emphasis on animal welfare and specifically commits to the 
continued robust enforcement of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.  

This Act provides a modern framework for regulating and applying standards in the area 
of animal health and welfare and replaced a number of enactments dating back over a century.  
The Act was passed, after a lengthy and constructive debate in both Houses of the Oireachtas 
and came into operation on 6 March 2014. 

I and my Ministerial team are committed to the continued application of the Act. 
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Neglect of or causing unnecessary suffering to animals is not acceptable in our society.  My 
Department continues to enforce the law in this important area along with An Garda Síochána, 
the Customs service, the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Dublin 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  

My Department also provides support to animal welfare organisations to assist in rescuing 
and supporting the welfare of animals and to Local Authorities in supporting horse projects in 
urban areas. My Department works closely with these bodies and I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all involved for their work in the field of animal welfare.

It remains my policy that animal welfare standards are vigorously applied in a fair and 
even-handed manner. Those responsible for causing unnecessary suffering to animals or being 
negligent regarding animal welfare will continue to held to account and sanctions applied up to 
and including prosecution through the Courts as and when necessary.

22/07/2020WRH05600Forestry Sector

22/07/2020WRH05700179. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry application by a person (details supplied)  [17472/20]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Applications 
for forestry licences are processed under a formal consent system and every application must be 
carefully assessed for its potential impact on the surrounding countryside and environment. The 
application for afforestation by the person named is near to some designated sites and potential 
impacts on those sites must be considered. In this respect, the applicant submitted a Natura Im-
pact Statement on 16 July, 2020.

In line with my Department’s policy for those who submit an NIS, the file is now being 
given priority and has been returned to the Ecology Unit, where the NIS will be considered as 
part of the entire application under Appropriate Assessment (AA) procedures.  When the AA is 
complete, it will be returned to the Forestry District Inspector who will complete his assessment 
of the application.

22/07/2020WRH05900Forestry Sector

22/07/2020WRH06000180. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry application by a person (details supplied) in County Mayo  [17478/20]

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Applications 
for forestry licences are processed under a formal consent system and every application must be 
carefully assessed for its potential impact on the surrounding countryside and environment. The 
application for afforestation by the person named is near to some designated sites and potential 
impacts on those sites must be considered. In this respect the applicant submitted a Natura Im-
pact Statement on 16 July, 2020.

In line with my Department’s policy for those who submit an NIS, the file is now being 
given priority and has been returned to the Ecology Unit, where the NIS will be considered as 
part of the entire application under Appropriate Assessment (AA) procedures.  When the AA is 
complete, it will be returned to the Forestry District Inspector who will complete his assessment 
of the application.
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22/07/2020WRJ00200Childcare Services

22/07/2020WRJ00300181. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he has 
received information from a crèche (details supplied) regarding the closure of the service; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17516/20]

22/07/2020WRJ00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): My Department 
has received no communication from the crèche mentioned. 

In terms of funding, a key policy priority for my Department is the sustainability of the 
Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) sector and hence it has, and 
continues to, work intensively to support services to re-open after COVID-19.

On 10 June 2020, my predecessor Minister Zappone announced a major funding package to 
facilitate the reopening of ELC and SAC services.

The reopening funding aims to support providers to reopen, staff to remain in the sector, 
parents to resume work, and children to benefit from quality ELC and SAC.

The new funding package contains four significant elements:

1. A once-off reopening support payment for DCYA-funded service providers opening be-
tween 29 June and early September. 

2. A once-off COVID-19 capital grant for DCYA-funded service providers opening between 
29 June and early September. 

3. Continued access for eligible providers to the Revenue-operated Temporary Wage Sub-
sidy Scheme (TWSS) 

4. Resumption of DCYA ELC and SAC programmes: NCS, CCSP and TEC will be avail-
able once again for children attending ELC and SAC services from 29 June. 

It is expected that that this funding package will act as a significant sustainability measure 
for ELC and SAC service providers anticipating to reopen from 29 June until the beginning of 
the new Programme year on the 24th August.

It should be noted that a number of other supports were available before the COVID-19 pan-
demic to improve the sustainability of services during normal times, and these remain available 
now. The Department oversees a Case Management process through which local City/County 
Childcare Committees (CCCS) and Pobal work together to assess and provide support to early 
learning and care services. This can include help with completing and interpreting analysis of 
staff ratios, fee setting and cash flow, as well as more specialised advice and support appropriate 
to individual circumstances. Financial supports, which are also accessed through Case Manage-
ment, are available for community services presenting with sustainability issues following a 
financial assessment by Pobal. Pobal co-ordinate the overall case management process with the 
CCC administering initial, and ongoing, case management assistance.

The decision by this service to close is ultimately a private business matter which the De-
partment cannot interfere in. However, if any service does wish to remain open and requires 
support to do so, they should contact their local CCC in the first instance.

 The CCCs are also available to support parents and children who may be affected by the 
closure of a service, and will provide assistance with identifying alternative Early Learning and 
Care/School-Age Childcare services.



22 July 2020

91

22/07/2020WRJ00500Child Protection

22/07/2020WRJ00600182. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he will ad-
dress concerns raised in recent reports citing major non-compliance issues at a child protection 
and welfare service in County Cork; the measures being taken to rectify the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17520/20]

22/07/2020WRJ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): As the Deputy 
notes, HIQA recently published a report of an inspection into the operation of Tusla’s  Child 
Protection Notification System (CPNS) in the Cork area.

The report highlights several areas for improvement.

There were delays in arranging case conferences for children whose cases needed to be 
considered for inclusion on the CPNS. Social work managers needed to confirm that children 
on the CPNS saw a social worker as appropriate.

The report also found that some children were listed as receiving a social work service the 
CPNS for long periods.  This was a concern because it meant that the children’s circumstances 
may not be improving despite the work done to try and keep them safe at home.

HIQA inspection reports had  identified that the Cork area had experienced considerable 
change in staff, and that the area would benefit from a period of full staffing and stability.

My Department, the Department of Health, the Health Service Executive and Tusla have 
met to discuss and agree a Joint Protocol on the funding of care placements for children in care 
who have a disability.

Department officials have liaised with the Tusla senior management who have confirmed 
that all children who were identified in this report as requiring care placements now have a 
placement.

Tusla senior management in Cork implemented a complex case management group to pro-
vide further oversight of the cases of children on the CPNS.

Tusla, HIQA and my Department will continue to work closely in monitoring and address-
ing issues arising from inspection reports.

22/07/2020WRJ00800Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRJ00900183. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she is satisfied 
that there are adequate controls and checks at airports and ports on persons travelling here; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17667/20]

22/07/2020WRJ01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): An Garda Síochána is re-
sponsible for immigration controls at all ports of entry to this State, with the exception of Dub-
lin Airport.  Gardaí fulfil immigration control duties at ports which have been approved for the 
landing of non-nationals and monitor ports which are not approved for entry into the State. The 
Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) provides training, backup and expertise to local 
Garda District personnel in this respect. The ports specified in the schedule to the Immigration 
Act 2004 (Approved Ports) Regulations 2004, are prescribed for the purposes of section 6 (2) 
of the Immigration Act 2004.

The Border Management Unit (BMU) of my Department’s Immigration Service Delivery 
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(ISD) function is responsible for frontline immigration operations at Dublin Airport on a 24/7 
basis. Immigration Officers of the BMU perform their duties in accordance with the provisions 
of the Immigration Act, 2004 and Orders as they relate to entry and refusal of entry to the State.

The Health (Preservation and Protection and Other Emergency Measures in the Public In-
terest) Act 2020, was enacted on 20 March. The Act gives the Minister for Health the power to 
make regulations to restrict travel to and from Ireland.

Under Regulations made by the Minister for Health - Health Act 1947 (Section 31A – Tem-
porary Requirements) (Covid-19 Passenger Locator Form) Regulations 2020, S.I. No. 181/2020 
- the completion of a passenger locator form became a mandatory requirement on 28 May 2020.

On behalf of the health authorities, the collection of public health passenger locator forms 
and the system of spot check follow up calls has been carried out on an administrative basis 
by officials from the Border Management Unit (BMU) and the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau (GNIB). The BMU operate the scheme at Dublin Airport on behalf of the health authori-
ties, which, at this time, is the principal route through which people are entering the State by air.

While the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) manage the compliance of the pas-
senger locator forms for the other ports, the passenger locator forms are forwarded to the BMU 
in Dublin Airport, who also carry out the follow-up calls for those ports. The BMU continue 
to make follow-up calls to passengers arriving into Dublin Airport and other ports of entry to 
Ireland whilst we await the handover of this process to the Department of Health.

Since the mandatory introduction of the passenger locator form on 28 May 2020, any pas-
sengers refusing to complete the mandatory form are referred to GNIB. Section 31(a) of the 
Health Act 1947 (as amended) provides for powers of arrest for An Garda Síochána.

22/07/2020WRJ01100Direct Provision System

22/07/2020WRJ01200184. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the terms of the lease 
of a direct provision centre (details supplied); if the lease will be renewed; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17480/20]

22/07/2020WRJ01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The premises referred to by 
the Deputy is currently under contract with my Department for the provision of accommodation 
and ancillary services for persons in the international protection process. The contract runs until 
30 November 2020.

My Department does not publicly disclose rates agreed with contractors, as to do so could 
seriously compromise any current or future negotiations with suppliers.

Any decision to continue using the premises past the end of November will be taken closer 
to the expiry date and will be governed by demand for accommodation places by protection 
applicants and the capacity to meet that demand from within the existing accommodation port-
folio.

Last year, Dr Catherine Day was asked to bring together an expert group with representation 
from asylum seekers and NGOs to examine best practice in other European States in the provi-
sion of services to international protection applicants, to examine likely longer term trends and 
to set out recommendations and solutions. Any new system for the provision of accommodation 
and additional supports to international protection applicants will be informed by the Report of 
this Expert Group. The Group is examining both the reception system for accommodating ap-
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plicants and the system for processing applications, and is expected to make recommendations 
for changes in both areas.

A briefing paper on the work of the group, prepared by the Chairperson to inform programme 
for government talks, was recently circulated to members of both Houses of the Oireachtas by 
the previous Minister and its interim recommendations cover many of these issues.  The work 
of the group is advancing at pace and their report is expected by the end of September. The 
intention as stated in the Programme for Government is to publish a White Paper by the end of 
this year, informed by the recommendations of the Expert Group, which will set out how a re-
placement to the Direct Provision system will be structured and the steps to achieving it. It will 
be a matter for the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, to progress the matter following the 
transfer of this function to his Department.

22/07/2020WRJ01400Garda Data

22/07/2020WRJ01500185. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
roads policing units by county.  [17482/20]

22/07/2020WRJ01600186. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
roads policing units in County Cork in 2010.  [17483/20]

22/07/2020WRJ01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 185 and 186 together.

The Deputy will be aware that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, 
the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration and 
business of An Garda Síochána.

I have requested information from An Garda Síochána on the matter raised and will write 
directly to the Deputy when it is received.

22/07/2020WRJ01900Garda Transport Provision

22/07/2020WRJ02000187. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will pro-
vide a breakdown of Garda vehicle resources in the Dublin metropolitan region, DMR, over the 
past five years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17565/20]

22/07/2020WRJ02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, it is the function of the Garda Com-
missioner to manage and control the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  The 
Commissioner’s functions include the allocation of Garda resources is in light of identified op-
erational demands.  This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the 
various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, 
that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their optimum use.

To assist the Deputy, the Garda authorities have provided me with the attached spreadsheet 
which sets out the detail of the vehicles allocated to the DMR for the dates requested.

Vehicles assigned to the DMR 2015- June 30 2020
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At 30 June 
2020

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

56 11 0 1 1 69

DMR 
NORTH

87 13 0 1 1 102

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

54 12 0 3 1 70

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

56 14 0 0 1 71

DMR 
SOUTH

64 16 0 2 1 83

DMR 
TRAFFIC

21 2 49 3 0 75

DMR 
WEST

76 14 0 0 7 97

TOTAL 414 82 49 10 12 567

2019 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST 

50 10 0 1 1 62

DMR 
NORTH 

78 12 0 1 1 92

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

47 11 0 3 1 62

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

52 13 0 0 1 66

DMR 
SOUTH 

60 16 0 2 0 78

DMR 
TRAFFIC

20 2 44 3 0 69

DMR 
WEST 

70 14 0 0 6 90

TOTAL 377 78 44 10 10 519

2018 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

41 9 3 1 2 56

DMR 
NORTH

79 25 1 1 4 110

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

47 12 2 3 5 69
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2018 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
SOUTH

57 17 1 2 0 77

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

44 15 2 0 1 62

DMR 
TRAFFIC

17 2 31 4 1 55

DMR 
WEST

59 13 2 0 8 82

Total 344 93 42 11 21 511

2017 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

43 10 3 1 1 58

DMR 
NORTH

83 27 1 1 3 115

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

54 10 4 2 4 74

DMR 
SOUTH

66 17 1 2 0 86

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

46 16 2 1 1 66

DMR 
TRAFFIC

17 2 31 3 1 54

DMR 
WEST

78 18 2 0 7 105

Total 387 100 44 10 17 558

2016 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

40 11 3 2 2 58

DMR 
NORTH

86 33 2 1 5 127

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

54 10 3 3 2 72

DMR 
SOUTH

66 16 1 2 2 87

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

45 16 2 1 1 65

DMR 
TRAFFIC

17 4 31 3 1 56
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2016 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
WEST

92 19 3 2 7 123

Total 400 109 45 14 20 588

2015 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

39 7 3 2 2 53

DMR 
NORTH

88 29 0 2 3 122

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

52 11 4 3 4 74

DMR 
SOUTH

72 13 1 2 3 91

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

46 12 2 1 1 62

DMR 
TRAFFIC

19 3 12 3 1 38

DMR 
WEST

90 17 3 2 2 114

Total 406 92 25 15 16 554
*The category ‘Others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles

It should be noted that these details relate to the size of Garda fleet in the DMR on the dates 
requested by the Deputy only; and do not take account of the more than 200 additional com-
munity support vehicles recently hired by An Garda Síochána as part of its nationwide response 
to Covid-19.

Finally, and more broadly, the Deputy may be interested to know that significant capital 
investment is being made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million specifically 
for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure 
that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be 
mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  
Of this investment, a total of €9 million was made available for purchase and fit-out of addi-
tional Garda vehicles in 2020.  In order to protect the ongoing availability of vehicles and in 
anticipation of impacts of public health restrictions on motor factory or fit-out workplaces, 94 
additional vehicles were purchased by the Garda authorities in March 2020 at a cost of €2.4m. 
The fit-out cost of these vehicles was €600,000.  The allocation of these and all other vehicles 
in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.

22/07/2020WRJ02200Parental Leave

22/07/2020WRJ02300188. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
extending parental leave by three weeks; and if primary legislation is required to introduce the 
extension.  [17664/20]
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22/07/2020WRJ02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): In recognition of the partic-
ular challenges that mothers and parents have faced during the Covid-19 pandemic, the Govern-
ment is considering a proposal to extend Parent’s Leave from two to five weeks for each parent, 
to enable every eligible parent of young children to spend additional time with their child. All 
aspects of the proposal will be examined, including whether primary legislation is required. The 
Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 includes a provision to extend the period of Parent’s Leave 
by up to nine weeks, and this will form part of the consideration.

At present, Parent’s Leave entitles each parent to two weeks’ leave during the first year of 
a child’s life, or in the case of adoption, within one year of the placement of the child with the 
family.

The Government proposal would mean that eligible parents of children will get an extra 
three weeks of Parent’s Leave. This includes children born before or during the pandemic. The 
period in which Parent’s Leave can be taken would also be extended from one year to two years.  
This, and related costs, will be considered as part of the Budget 2021 process.  The support is 
paid at a rate of €245 per week.

Parental leave is also available, which entitles parents to take unpaid leave from work to 
spend time looking after their children. Parents can take up to 22 weeks of parental leave for 
each eligible child before their 12th birthday.

22/07/2020WRJ02500Prison Accommodation

22/07/2020WRJ02600189. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the construction works on the new refurbishment of Limerick Prison.  [17695/20]

22/07/2020WRJ02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Provision of safe and secure 
custody and dignity of care to persons in the penal system in Ireland is a priority for me as Min-
ister and for the Irish Prison Service.  Delivery of the Limerick Prison redevelopment project 
is a key element of ongoing work in relation to the prison estate and is reflected in the Prison 
Service Strategic Plan 2019-2022.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that the redevelopment works currently in progress 
at Limerick Prison include:

- A new accommodation block for male prisoners and all necessary rehabilitative support 
facilities to assist prisoners to reintegrate into society on release from custody;

- A new stand-alone accommodation unit for female prisoners, including all necessary sup-
port facilities;

- A new gate house and vehicle lock and offices for the Prison Service Escort Corps;

- New visit facilities and exercise yards, astro turf pitch; and

- New offices for the Probation Service.

The total project budget is €71.5 million.  I understand that the contract for the construction 
of these works was awarded in February 2019 and that the project is currently scheduled for 
completion in the last quarter of 2021. 

I am informed that, prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, the project was on time and on bud-
get.  However, the Deputy will appreciate that temporary suspension of construction work was 
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necessary earlier this year in light of the pandemic and that it is possible that public health 
guidelines on safe working may have an impact on work at the site in future.  As a result, the 
precise date for completion of the project is currently the subject of ongoing discussions with 
the contractor.

I am confident that when the project is completed, it will represent another important mile-
stone in the modernisation of the prison estate, following on from the construction of the new 
prison facilities in Cork.

22/07/2020WRJ02800Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRJ02900190. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the consideration being given 
to the way in which the pub sector will be treated should a further rise in infections occur.  
[17507/20]

22/07/2020WRJ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Phase 4 of the 
Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business, due to commence on 20 July has been paused 
and is now planned to start on 10 August 2020, subject to Government approval.  Information 
and advice about the restrictions that have been eased as part of Phase 3 and the measures that 
are now in place are available on the Government website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/
d06271-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-29-june-phase-3/.

As part of Phase 4 it is planned that all remaining pubs, bars, and hotel bars may reopen.  
Given the current evidence of the spread of infection associated with social gatherings, the 
reopening of pubs and bars represents an increased risk due to the consumption of alcohol and 
the challenge that represents when trying to encourage patrons to maintain social distancing and 
practice hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and on an ongoing basis. NPHET has provided advice to me as Minister 
relating to concerns about pubs re-opening. The Government decision to delay the start of 
Phase 4 Reopening was not based on evidence of cases or clusters in pubs or restaurants in this 
country, as these pubs have not been open for some time. However, the NPHET is aware of 
significant evidence of such cases and clusters internationally in countries such as South Korea, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, Spain, the United States and Canada. These outbreaks have all 
occurred as restrictions were eased. That evidence combined with the data showing the increase 
in incidence of the transmission of the virus in Ireland and the ages of recently confirmed cases 
over the past few weeks led to the Government decision, based on NPHET advice, to defer the 
opening of pubs until at least 10 August.

Pubs and bars operating as restaurants which opened during Phase 3 can remain open once 
they are fully compliant with the public health guidance.  The Deputy may wish to note that 
that the Return to Work Safely Protocol published by the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation provides detailed guidance developed to assist employers and employees in the 
coming period and is available at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Return-to-Work-Safely-
Protocol.html.

The Protocol is mandatory, and it applies to all workplaces right across the economy.  Spe-
cific sectors may need to introduce additional safeguards, but this document sets out the stan-
dard set of measures required in every workplace.

The NPHET continues to consider the relevant and appropriate measures that will be neces-
sary to ensure the ongoing response that will be necessary to the ongoing presence of the virus. 
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NPHET continues to monitor and review the epidemiological trends and the impacts of COV-
ID-19 such that any changes in the overall situation will be detected rapidly. This is in order that 
future advice to Government, and health service measures and responses can be implemented 
based on the transmission patterns of the disease, the trajectory and velocity of change, and the 
evolving analysis of the impact of COVID-19 on the population and health system capacity.

NPHET continues to focus on ongoing public health responses, infection prevention and 
control, surveillance including the prevention and management of outbreaks in different settings 
including workplaces, residential and other settings, as well as ongoing implementation, moni-
toring, review and re-calibration of public health measures including regionalised, localised or 
sector-specific responses, bearing in mind the associated public health risks.

22/07/2020WRJ03100Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRJ03200191. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the additional measures which 
have been put in place to allow for the enforcement of compulsory wearing of face mask rules 
on public transport and in shops.  [17518/20]

22/07/2020WRJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging evidence as it arises and has provided ad-
vice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis. 

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance 

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments.  

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed before putting them on and taking them off. 

On 15 June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national com-
munications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail out-
lets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings 

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.
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Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecoverings 
and the HSE website. 

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering.

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication   

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. It is a matter for the 
person using the transport service to demonstrate that they have a reasonable excuse. 

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse“ provisions will apply.

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
and the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can as-
sure you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review 
by the NPHET. The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the NPHET has also been proactively 
examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the issue of face coverings. The EAG 
has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority to prepare a revised and updated 
evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed that this paper is expected to be 
finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

  https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings   

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

22/07/2020WRJ03400Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRJ03500192. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans for a downloadable 
face covering exemption card such as is available in the United Kingdom (details supplied) for 
persons who are exempt on medical and other grounds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17585/20]
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22/07/2020WRJ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to assure the Deputy that my 
Department appreciates the challenges experienced by those with medical difficulties. I would 
like to thank the Deputy for raising this issue and I have asked my officials to examine the mat-
ter further.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and has provided advice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis. 
NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and in indoor work environments where it is dif-
ficult to maintain a two-metre distance

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments.

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed before putting them on and taking them off.

On the 15th June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national 
communications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail 
outlets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecoverings 
and the HSE website. 

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering. 

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person
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- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication   

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. It is a matter for the 
person using the transport service to demonstrate that they have a reasonable excuse. I have 
no current plans to establish a scheme such as that described in the question. It is a matter for 
transport operators to consider how best to implement the Regulations and to consider how to 
do so in a way that is fair and proportionate to all public transport users.

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse” provisions will apply.

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
and the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can as-
sure you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review 
by the NPHET. The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the NPHET has also been proactively 
examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the issue of face coverings. The EAG 
has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority to prepare a revised and updated 
evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed that this paper is expected to be 
finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

22/07/2020WRJ03700Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRJ03800193. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised 
in correspondence (details supplied). [17453/20]

22/07/2020WRJ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is no doubt aware, the 
extremely medically vulnerable along with those over 70 are at a very high risk of severe illness 
from COVID-19 and are advised to follow cocooning measures in order to keep themselves 
safe. However, it is important that people who are cocooning feel empowered to exercise their 
own judgement regarding the extent to which they consider the cocooning guidance is appropri-
ate to their individual circumstances. 

Practical guidance and information concerning high risk groups and those cocooning is 
available from the Government and the HSE at the following links:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/923825-guidance-on-cocooning-to-protect-people-over-
70-years-and-those-extr/

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/cocooning.html

I would also like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the “Return to Work Safely Protocol - 
COVID-19 Specific National Protocol for Employers and Workers” which was published on 9 
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May, 2020. It provides clear guidance to employers and to workers on the measures that must 
be taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace. The Protocol was developed 
through the cooperation of the Health and Safety Authority, the Department of Business, Enter-
prise and Innovation, the HSE and my Department. This Protocol is mandatory, and it applies 
to all workplaces right across the economy.  Specific sectors may need to introduce additional 
safeguards, but this document sets the standard set of measures to provide protection against 
the threat of COVID-19.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is tasked with providing advice and support to 
employers and employees on what and how COVID-19 measures are applied in the workplace. 
If you would like any further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 
1890 289 389 or wcu@hsa.ie.

22/07/2020WRJ04000Hospital Appointments Status

22/07/2020WRJ04100194. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [17454/20]

22/07/2020WRJ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide the Deputy with a direct response.

22/07/2020WRJ04300Medical Cards
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22/07/2020WRJ04400195. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when the planned increase in 
the thresholds for medical cards from €900 to €1,050 will be implemented; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17456/20]

22/07/2020WRJ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 was published on 1 July.  This Bill pro-
vides, amongst other things, for the necessary legislative amendments to increase the weekly 
gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single per-
son (currently €500 per week) and to €1,050 for a couple (currently €900 per week).  The Bill 
is expected to proceed through the Houses of the Oireachtas this week.

22/07/2020WRJ04600Disability Services Funding

22/07/2020WRJ04700196. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the funding he is providing to each 
organisation to provide and fund services for persons with intellectual disabilities, in tabular 
form. [17462/20]

22/07/2020WRJ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

Specialist disability services are provided by a range of organisations. Organisations pro-
viding services for people with a disability are funded by the HSE, on a contract for services 
basis, underpinned by Section 38 and 39 of the Health Act 2004. Service Level Agreements are 
set out between the HSE and the individual organisations. In some cases, services are delivered 
directly by the HSE.

As the Deputy’s question deals with services funded by the HSE, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRJ04900Long-Term Illness Scheme

22/07/2020WRJ05000197. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if access under the long-
term illness scheme will be expanded to include all persons with type 1 diabetes on the scheme 
for a monitoring system and associated devices (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [17465/20]

22/07/2020WRJ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRJ05200Health Services Provision

22/07/2020WRJ05300198. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to the sanction and approval of a monitoring system and associated devices (details sup-
plied) to all recipients in receipt of a full medical card with type 1 and type 2 diabetes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17466/20]
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22/07/2020WRJ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRJ05500Care of the Elderly

22/07/2020WRJ05600199. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health his plan to help persons with Al-
zheimer’s disease; his further plans to increase resources and staff to help those affected; when 
daycare centres to help persons with dementia will reopen; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17468/20]

22/07/2020WRJ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A key commitment in the Programme 
for Government is the implementation of the National Dementia Care Strategy, which aims to 
improve how we provide care for people living with dementia.

The HSE’s National Service Plan 2020 allocates approximately €9 million per annum for 
intensive home care packages, of which about €7.9 million is earmarked for dementia-specific 
packages. Since the packages were introduced at the end of 2014, 443 dementia-specific inten-
sive homecare packages have been delivered, with 124 active at the end of May 2020.

The HSE provides in the region of €12 million in annual funding to a range of organisations 
who deliver dementia-specific respite, home care, day care, cognitive stimulation therapy, so-
cial clubs and supports for family carers around the country. The HSE also supports the Demen-
tia Adviser Service which currently spans 12 counties and is operated by the Alzheimer Society 
of Ireland.  In line with the Programme for Government, an additional 10 dementia advisors 
will be recruited this year with support from the Sláintecare Enhanced Community Fund.  The 
recruitment of the advisors will enable the service to be expanded on a nationwide basis.

As the Deputy may be aware, a range of projects are being implemented by the HSE’s Na-
tional Dementia Office through funding of €6.26 million secured from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund.  Funded projects include a national network of memory technology resource rooms, the 
mapping of dementia-specific community based services, a national rollout of the Dementia 
Training Programme for HSE homecare staff, a national intellectual disability memory service 
and a review of the diagnostic process for people with early-onset dementia.

There has been a continued focus on meeting the needs of people living with dementia who 
were impacted by the suspension of day care services during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
Dementia Understand Together Campaign developed a range of initiatives and resources to 
ensure that people living with dementia stayed safe, well and connected during the crisis. The 
Alzheimer Society of Ireland also played a key role in supporting people living with dementia 
in the home through the Dementia Advisor Service and other innovative initiatives.

The HSE has recently published a strategic framework document, outlining its overall ap-
proach and phased resumption of services, taking into account the COVID-19 environment in 
which services will need to work.  It will affect how services are delivered, as well as service 
capacity.  The intention is that services, while being delivered in new ways, will gradually be 
restored to older people, including people with dementia.

22/07/2020WRJ05800Hospital Appointments Status
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22/07/2020WRJ05900200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17470/20]

22/07/2020WRJ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19-related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are reintroduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the HSE 
launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24th 
June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are cur-
rently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting lists, in 
order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response.

22/07/2020WRK00200Hospital Waiting Lists

22/07/2020WRK00300201. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number on outpatient 
waiting lists at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, by department or medical specialty 
in tabular form. [17473/20]

22/07/2020WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making.

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
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auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

The NTPF currently collects and collates information in respect of the Inpatient, Day Case, 
Planned Procedure (IDPP) and Outpatient (OP) Waiting Lists. National waiting lists data by 
hospital site and by specialty is published by the NTPF on their website (https://www.ntpf.ie/
home/nwld.htm. ) and is publicly available.

The Outpatient Waiting List by specialty at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda at end 
June 2020 is outlined in the attached document.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-22_pq201-22-07-20_en.pdf  “>OPD</a>]

22/07/2020WRK00500Dental Services 

22/07/2020WRK00600202. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting lists in counties Louth and Meath for dental appointments by each local area in tabular 
form. [17474/20]

22/07/2020WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRK00800Dental Services 

22/07/2020WRK00900203. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting lists in counties Louth and Meath for orthodontic appointments by each local area in 
tabular form. [17475/20]

22/07/2020WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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22/07/2020WRK01100Health Services Access

22/07/2020WRK01200204. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the health centres in counties 
Louth and Meath that provide therapeutic phlebotomy services for patients suffering with hae-
mochromatosis; the number on the waiting lists for this service in each healthcare centre; and 
the average and longest waiting times. [17476/20]

22/07/2020WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRK01400Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRK01500205. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 cases 
and deaths in each nursing home in County Louth and east County Meath in tabular form. 
[17477/20]

22/07/2020WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/07/2020WRK01700Hospital Appointments Status

22/07/2020WRK01800206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17481/20]

22/07/2020WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are reintroduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the HSE 
launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24th 
June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are cur-
rently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting lists, in 
order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
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2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response.

22/07/2020WRK02000Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRK02100207. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when the reopening guide-
lines for non-food pubs will be published; the reason for the delay in the publication to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17509/20]

22/07/2020WRK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the Government 
deferred the move to Phase 4 of the Roadmap for Reopening Society & Business to Monday, 10 
August 2020, subject to improvements in the health indicators identified in the Framework for 
Future Decision-Making described in the Roadmap.  Phase 4 was to see the easing of the cur-
rent restrictions in place as they apply to pubs, bars, and nightclubs and casinos.  Information 
and advice about the current restrictions under Phase 3 and the measures that remain in place 
are available on the Government website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d06271-easing-
the-covid-19-restrictions-on-29-june-phase-3/.

At present there are no plans to provide further specific guidance in relation to non-food 
serving pubs. However, I have asked my officials to consider whether such guidelines should 
be developed.

Comprehensive public health advice has been published by my Department and available 
at https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-health, by the HSE available at www.hse.
ie and by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), published at https://www.hpsc.
ie/. In particular, the HPSC has published considerable guidance for the effective suppression 
of the spread of COVID-19 disease in various environments. The Deputy may wish to refer in 
particular to the HPSC COVID-19: Guidance for Food Service Businesses which provide guid-
ance for business owners in the hospitality sector at the following link: https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/
respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/employersemployeesguidance/

The Deputy may also wish to note that Fáilte Ireland has published guidelines for the re-
opening of public houses  which is available at the following link: https://failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Pubs.pdf. This draws heavily on the guidance of 
the HPSC.

The “Return to Work Safely Protocol - COVID-19 Specific National Protocol for Employers 
and Workers” provides clear guidance to employers and to workers on the measures that must 
be taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace. The Protocol was developed 
through the cooperation of the Health and Safety Authority, the Department of Business, Enter-
prise and Innovation, the HSE and my Department. It is designed to be used by all workplaces 
to adapt their procedures and practices to provide protection against the threat of COVID-19.

Furthermore, the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is tasked with providing advice and 
support to employers and employees on what and how COVID-19 measures are applied in the 
workplace. If you would like any further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be 
contacted at 1890 289 389 or wcu@hsa.ie.

22/07/2020WRK02300Covid-19 Pandemic
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22/07/2020WRK02400208. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding Covid-19 clusters (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17512/20]

22/07/2020WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Phase 4 of the 
Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business, due to commence on 20 July has been paused 
and is now planned to start on 10 August 2020, subject to Government approval.

As part of Phase 4 it is planned that all remaining pubs, bars, and hotel bars may reopen.  
Given the current evidence of the spread of infection associated with social gatherings, the 
reopening of pubs and bars represents an increased risk due to the consumption of alcohol and 
the challenge that represents when trying to encourage patrons to maintain social distancing and 
practice hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and on an ongoing basis. NPHET has provided advice to me as Minister 
relating to concerns about pubs re-opening. The Government decision to delay the start of 
Phase 4 Reopening was not based on evidence of cases or clusters in pubs or restaurants in this 
country, as these pubs have not been open for some time. However, the NPHET is aware of 
significant evidence of such cases and clusters internationally in countries such as South Korea, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, Spain, the United States and Canada. These outbreaks have all 
occurred as restrictions were eased. That evidence combined with the data showing the increase 
in incidence of the transmission of the virus in Ireland and the ages of recently confirmed cases 
over the past few weeks led to the Government decision, based on NPHET advice, to defer the 
opening of pubs until at least 10 August.

The Deputy may wish to note that pubs and bars operating as restaurants which opened 
during Phase 3 can remain open once they are fully compliant with the public health guidance.

22/07/2020WRK02600Audiology Services

22/07/2020WRK02700209. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when audiology services will be 
provided in Tuam primary care centre, County Galway; when an audiologist will be appointed 
to provide this vital service for persons in Tuam and north County Galway; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17532/20]

22/07/2020WRK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to service mat-
ters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply.

22/07/2020WRK02900Dental Services 

22/07/2020WRK03000210. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the entitlements of medical 
card holders for dental treatments; his plans to extend or expand same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17533/20]

22/07/2020WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental treatments to medical card holders. Services currently available annu-
ally include an examination, two fillings and emergency extractions. Other more complex care 
is also provided, some of which requires prior approval by a Principal Dental Surgeon. Patients 
with special needs and high risk patients can avail of a broader range of treatments.
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Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, published in April 2019, includes pro-
posals for the introduction of packages of oral healthcare for adult medical card holders at dif-
ferent intervals during their life course.  The packages will focus on prevention and will include 
examinations, advice, and preventive therapies such as scale and polish. The timeframe for the 
delivery of the Policy is up to 2026 and  the roll-out of these packages of care will take place 
incrementally over the next number of years. Routine care including fillings and complex care 
will continue to be available.

22/07/2020WRK03200Addiction Treatment Services

22/07/2020WRK03300211. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the Department that has re-
sponsibility for the funding, delivery and commissioning of treatment and prevention services 
for gambling addiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17534/20]

22/07/2020WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Justice and Equal-
ity has responsibility for gambling regulation. In March 2019, the Government published the 
Inter-Departmental Working Group Report on Future Licensing and Regulation of Gambling. 
This report refers to the introduction of a modern licensing approach to all gambling activities, 
including enhanced protection of consumers and vulnerable individuals.

The report addresses the social impact of gambling, including the issue of problem gam-
bling.  It notes the social and health impacts of problem gambling and acknowledges that prob-
lem gambling can lead to social breakdown, with devastating financial losses and alienation of 
family and friends. Problem gambling can be associated with a range of harms including higher 
risk of psychiatric disorders, alcohol and drug misuse, physical and mental health issues, sepa-
ration and divorce, unemployment and insolvency.

The 2014/15 Drug Prevalence Survey provides the first comprehensive set of data on the 
extent of gambling in Ireland. The results indicate that 64.5% of the population report some 
form of gambling in the 12 months prior to the survey, with 41.4% gambling on a monthly ba-
sis, or more often. The survey further found that prevalence of problem gambling in the general 
population was 0.8%.

The survey is being repeated for 2018/2019 under the auspices of the Health Research 
Board (HRB) with initial findings expected to be published in 2020.

The Working Group recommended that:

- funding be made available for research, training, and community interventions into treat-
ment of gambling addiction.

- funding of public education and awareness raising programmes and the production of rel-
evant information materials be supported.

- assistance be given in the provision of additional services to treat gambling addiction.

In order to meet these objectives, the Group recommended that a Social Fund, managed by 
the gambling regulatory authority should be established.

The Health Service Executive has responsibility for the provision of addiction treatment 
services.

People who present to the HSE for addiction treatment for gambling are offered the same 
range of interventions as those who present with a drug and alcohol addiction, or a mental 
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health concern, including an initial assessment, a comprehensive assessment, and individual 
counselling.

Figures produced by the HSE show that the number of cases where people presented with 
problem gambling were 208 in 2015, 195 in 2016 and 219 in 2017.

Although some cases of problematic gambling have been provided with treatment, services 
have not been funded to develop a programme or intervention for problematic gambling.

To provide additional services for gambling addiction would result in significant capacity 
issues and lengthening of existing waiting lists for people with drug and alcohol problems.

The HSE also provides funding to a number of voluntary sector providers who treat gam-
bling addiction, along with drug and alcohol addictions.

I support the recommendations of the working group report  to address the social impact of 
gambling and to establish a social fund, managed by the gambling regulatory authority.

22/07/2020WRK03500Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRK03600212. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 
tests being carried out daily by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17536/20]

22/07/2020WRK03700213. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 
tests each facility can carry out daily by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17537/20]

22/07/2020WRK03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 213 together.

As this is an operational matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/07/2020WRK04000Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRK04100214. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the capacity of labo-
ratories that carry out the Covid-19 analysis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17538/20]

22/07/2020WRK04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/07/2020WRK04300Medical Cards

22/07/2020WRK04400215. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position on the increased 
income thresholds for medical card applicants over 70 years of age; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17550/20]

22/07/2020WRK04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 was published on 1 July.  This Bill pro-
vides, amongst other things, for the necessary legislative amendments to increase the weekly 
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gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single per-
son (currently €500 per week) and to €1,050 for a couple (currently €900 per week).  The Bill 
is expected to proceed through the Houses of the Oireachtas this week.

22/07/2020WRK04600Disability Services Provision

22/07/2020WRK04700216. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when an adult day service facil-
ity (details supplied) in County Donegal will resume services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17558/20]

22/07/2020WRK04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of the overall effort to contain 
the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public health advice, day service locations closed in 
March.

Since then, HSE Disability Services have been working to develop national guidance on 
the part of the disability sector to direct how all day services can be delivered. The Guidance to 
support the Framework for the Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services was published by 
the HSE on 9 July 2020.

In developing the guidance document to guide providers, the HSE worked closely with 
service providers through representative organisations such as the National Federation of Vol-
untary Service Providers, Disability Federation of Ireland and the Not for Profit Association, 
in addition to Inclusion Ireland, who represent people with intellectual disabilities and their 
families.

The guidance document seeks to support the safe return of services in the context of ongo-
ing public health guidance. It also recognises that the impact of public health guidance will 
result in services being provided at a reduced level and will require changes in how people are 
supported, increased use of technology where appropriate and more use of outreach supports.

Day services will gradually resume during the month of August. Service providers are al-
ready working to get day services ready to reopen safely, and in line with public health guid-
ance. Service providers will be in touch with all families and service users during the month of 
July to discuss when they may expect the resumption of their service and what that service will 
consist of.

I want to acknowledge the many challenges experienced by individuals and their families 
over this difficult time. Families across the country have had their routines upended due to the 
impact of COVID-19 and I hope that this will be the first step towards returning to some sense 
of normalcy.

The Guidance to support the Framework for Resumption of Adult Disability Day Services 
is available on the New Directions website: www.hse.ie/newdirections. The HSE have also 
issued monthly communications updates for service users and their families, the latest leaflet 
“Adult Disability Day Services and COVID-19 - What’s Happening? July 2020” is available at 
the above link.

With regard to specific service locations, service providers can provide this information 
directly. As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to 
be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRK04900Podiatry Services
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22/07/2020WRK05000217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when HSE chiropody and po-
diatry services will resume in County Donegal; if his attention has been drawn to the impact 
on service users while services have been suspended; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17559/20]

22/07/2020WRK05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to service mat-
ters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply.

22/07/2020WRK05200Health Services Access

22/07/2020WRK05300218. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount of time patients in the 
health service are waiting for treatments, grouped in six-month groups in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [17568/20]

22/07/2020WRK05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making.

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

The NTPF currently collects and collates information in respect of the Inpatient, Day Case, 
Planned Procedure (IDPP) and Outpatient (OP) Waiting Lists. National waiting lists data by 
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hospital site and by specialty is published by the NTPF on their website (https://www.ntpf.ie/
home/nwld.htm.) and is publicly available.

The information requested by the deputy concerning the amount of time patients in the 
health service are waiting for treatments, grouped by six month intervals, is outlined in the table 
below.

Inpatient and Daycase National Waiting List - June 2020

0-6 Mths 6-12 
Mths

12-18 
Mths

18-24 
Mths

24-36 
Mths

36-48 
Mths

48+ Mths Grand 
Total

42805 25857 8488 3374 2659 857 183 84223

22/07/2020WRK05500Hospital Waiting Lists

22/07/2020WRK05600219. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount of time persons are 
waiting in emergency departments by number of hours, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17569/20]

22/07/2020WRK05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Unscheduled care is the predominant 
driver of activity in acute hospitals and this has continued during the Covid-19 crisis. In 2019, 
there were over 1.3 million attendances at our hospital emergency departments, 3% higher than 
the previous year. While there was a substantial reduction in the overall number of patients 
attending EDs from March this year, ED attendances and admissions are now returning to pre-
Covid levels.

My Department is working closely with the HSE to identify mitigating actions to bring 
down trolley numbers and waiting times in EDs in the face of growing demand and the addi-
tional challenges brought by Covid-19. The HSE is developing a comprehensive Winter Plan 
for the forthcoming winter that will set out how Emergency Departments can keep patient ex-
perience times to a minimum, reduce the number of patients waiting on hospital trolleys, and 
operate dual Covid-19 and non-Covid-19 pathways.

Regarding the specific information requested, I have asked the HSE to provide this to Dep-
uty directly.

22/07/2020WRK05800Hospital Staff

22/07/2020WRK05900220. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants employed 
in public hospitals; the number on a public-only contract; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17570/20]

22/07/2020WRK06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to reply directly 
to the Deputy with the data sought.

22/07/2020WRL00200Cancer Services

22/07/2020WRL00300221. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when cancer screening services 
will resume by cancer type and region of country; if screening will resume sooner in areas of 
the country with lower incidence of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17571/20]
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22/07/2020WRL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRL00500Departmental Reviews

22/07/2020WRL00600222. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when his Department will complete 
its review of its resourcing [17572/20]

22/07/2020WRL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Any changes made to the Finance func-
tion in my Department will be considered as part of the wider restructuring review of the De-
partment of Health, which is currently underway.

22/07/2020WRL00800Medical Aids and Appliances

22/07/2020WRL00900223. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will make lidocaine patches 
available on the medical card to patients with cancer in need of pain relief; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17580/20]

22/07/2020WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products 
under the community drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013.

Following a review, the HSE introduced a new system for the reimbursement of the lido-
caine 5% medicated plaster (Versatis), which is licensed only for the localised relief of post-
shingles pain in adults. 

Patients are reviewed by the Medicines Management Programme (MMP) for reimbursement 
approval, on foot of an application by the patient’s clinician, through the HSE online system.

In exceptional circumstances, the product may be approved for supply for unlicensed uses. 

If an application is refused, the clinician may make an appeal, making a clear clinical case 
for the patient to the MMP at mmp@hse.ie.

This process ensures the appropriate use of the patch and that post-shingles patients, and 
other patients as clinically appropriate, can continue to have this treatment.

22/07/2020WRL01100Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL01200224. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the options available for per-
sons who cannot wear a face mask for medical reasons; and if must prove the medical reason 
[17581/20]

22/07/2020WRL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would like to assure the Deputy that 
my Department appreciates the challenges experienced by those with medical difficulties. 

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and has provided advice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis. 

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
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which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets 

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and 

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance  

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments.  

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and hands should be washed hands before putting them on and taking them off. 

On 15 June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national com-
munications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail out-
lets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecoverings 
and the HSE website. 

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19)(Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering. 

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication.

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. It is a matter for the 
person using the transport service to demonstrate that they have a reasonable excuse. 
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The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse“ provisions will apply . 

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can assure 
you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the 
NPHET has also been proactively examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the 
issue of face coverings. The EAG has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority 
to prepare a revised and updated evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed 
that this paper is expected to be finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html.

22/07/2020WRL01400Disability Services Provision

22/07/2020WRL01500225. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a diagnostic assessment for a 
pupil (details supplied) with the school age team will be expedited [17583/20]

22/07/2020WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

22/07/2020WRL01700Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRL01800226. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the average turnaround time 
between taking a Covid-19 test and receiving results in the hospital and in the community, re-
spectively; the average time to complete contact tracing for a confirmed case of Covid-19; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17589/20]

22/07/2020WRL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A robust, real-time process of testing, 
isolation and contact tracing is central to our public health strategy for containing and slowing 
the spread of COVID-19, as advocated by WHO, EC and ECDC. 

Turnaround times have improved rapidly thanks to process improvements and automation. 
In around 90% of cases the turnaround time from referral to completion of contact tracing is 
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now 3 days or less and I would like to recognise the HSE’s hard work to achieve this target 
which it set itself in the testing and tracing Roadmap. 

As of 20 July the average turnaround time from swab taken to laboratory result for the last 7 
days is 32 hours in the community and 16 hours in hospitals. The average time to complete all 
contact tracing calls was 0.3 days.

The HSE publishes updates on testing and contact tracing including activity levels and turn-
around times on a daily basis. These can be accessed here - https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/
news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates.

22/07/2020WRL02000Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL02100227. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that have 
been alerted through the new Covid-19 tracker app that they are a close contact of a confirmed 
case of Covid-19 [17591/20]

22/07/2020WRL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRL02300Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRL02400228. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the daily testing capacity in 
each hospital and Covid-19 community testing centre, in tabular form; the total capacity; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17592/20]

22/07/2020WRL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility, the Ex-
ecutive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRL02600Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRL02700229. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views on the testing strat-
egy; and his further views on whether a greater number of potential asymptomatic carriers 
should be tested when there is spare testing capacity in the system. [17590/20]

22/07/2020WRL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A robust, real-time process of testing, 
isolation and contact tracing is central to our public health strategy for containing and slowing 
the spread of COVID-19, as advocated by WHO, European Commission and ECDC. The HSE 
has developed a comprehensive, reliable and responsive testing and tracing operation which has 
standing capacity to undertake 15,000 tests per day/100,000 tests per week.  Significant effort 
has also been made to ensure quick turnaround times. As of 20 July, 567,819 tests have been 
carried out with an 5.1% positivity rate overall. 50,860 tests have been completed in the last 7 
days.

It is important to note that the recommendation in relation to 15,000 tests a day/100,000 
tests a week was always in relation to the level of capacity that should be available on a con-
tinuous basis in case it is needed and was never intended as an activity target that should be 
met on a regular basis. While we are in a positive position of not needing this full capacity at 
present, it is critical that we have it available to us when it is needed. The testing and contact 
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tracing operational and resource model has been designed to flex up and down as needed to 
match an increase in demand, it has been stressed tested at higher activity levels and is capable 
of responding quickly to changes in demand.

COVID-19 testing demand is influenced by a range of factors including prevalence of the 
virus, the case definition and overall testing strategy, and testing activity levels will fluctuate as 
these factors change as we have already seen over the last four months.

While prevalence is low at present, Ireland is currently pursuing a very robust testing strat-
egy under the guidance of NPHET. The case definition is very broad, with a low threshold for 
referral in place in line with the ECDC guidance. There are also a number of targeted testing 
programmes in place which are aimed at potential asymptomatic carriers and populations/set-
tings that are most vulnerable to the virus. This includes testing of all close contacts, weekly 
testing of nursing home staff and pre-testing of incoming hospital patients.

Close contacts are now being tested twice and contacted on a daily basis to monitor symp-
tom development. Very few countries are proactively testing asymptomatic contacts in this 
manner. The vast majority of close contacts tested so far were asymptomatic. Data for 19 May 
- 12 July shows that of contacts with first test results confirmed, the overall positivity rate was 
8%. Within that group, the positivity rate for symptomatic contacts was 16%, whilst it was 6% 
for asymptomatic contacts.

All staff in nursing homes are being tested weekly over the course of 4 weeks, at which 
point the programme will be reviewed. This programme is in recognition of the vulnerability of 
nursing homes to this virus and builds on the mass testing programme carried out in April/May.

Finally, the HSE has developed guidance for the management of planned hospital admis-
sions for non-COVID care which sets out advisory testing strategies for hospital patients, both 
inpatient and daycase.

NPHET will continue to consider how best to target testing capacity. Our testing strategy 
will continue to evolve and will be based on emerging evidence, public health risk assessments 
and will continue to be directed by Public Health advice.

22/07/2020WRL02900Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL03000230. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that private hospitals are seeking cash contributions over and above the insurance 
cover of patients to cover PPE costs; and if he will consider that seeking insurers and hospitals 
ensure that these costs are included in cover in order that patients are not prevented from receiv-
ing the needed treatments by unexpected cost barriers. [17594/20]

22/07/2020WRL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As Minister for Health, I do not have 
responsibility for private hospitals, including in relation to charges that they apply to patients. 
Neither do I have a role, in the commercial decisions taken by any health insurer regarding the 
treatments or services provided in their products, as long as insurers comply with minimum 
benefits and other regulations, health insurance providers are free to impose certain terms and 
conditions on their policies.

I am not in a position to comment on what the actual cost may be in private hospitals. It is 
paramount that healthcare settings implement effective Infection prevention and control mea-
sures in line with HPSC guidance to ensure the safety of staff and patients. Cost relating to 
Covid-19 should not be a barrier to accessing healthcare. I can confirm that the NTPF have ad-
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vised my Department that no patient is liable for any charge from a private hospital for services 
arranged by the NTPF.

22/07/2020WRL03200Disability Services Provision

22/07/2020WRL03300231. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health when services such as a ser-
vice (details supplied) and early intervention services in County Cork will reopen; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17596/20]

22/07/2020WRL03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way. 

The  Government commits to Prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply. 

22/07/2020WRL03500Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL03600232. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
have downloaded the Covid-19 tracker application; the average number of check-ins per day; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17605/20]

22/07/2020WRL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRL03800Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL03900233. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
have downloaded the Covid-19 tracker application in each county; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17606/20]

22/07/2020WRL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/07/2020WRL04100Covid-19 Pandemic

22/07/2020WRL04200234. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene with the pri-
vate hospitals to prevent them from charging for temperature tests and PPE gear for inpatient 
and outpatient attendances; if private health insurance providers can be requested to cover these 
levies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17620/20]

22/07/2020WRL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, I do not 
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have responsibility for private hospitals, including in relation to charges that they apply. Neither 
do I have a role, as Minister for Health, in the commercial decisions taken by any health insurer 
regarding the treatments or services provided in their products, provided that the regulatory 
obligations set out in Minimum Benefit regulations and other health insurance legislation are 
complied with.

I am not in a position to comment on what the actual cost may be in private hospitals. It is 
paramount that healthcare settings implement effective infection prevention and control mea-
sures in line with HPSC guidance to ensure the safety of staff and patients. Cost relating to 
Covid-19 should not be a barrier to accessing healthcare. I can confirm that the NTPF have ad-
vised my Department that no patient is liable for any charge from a private hospital for services 
arranged by the NTPF.

22/07/2020WRL04400Health Promotion

22/07/2020WRL04500235. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health his plans to publicly communi-
cate the contents of a report (details supplied); if so, the timeline for communicating same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17673/20]

22/07/2020WRL04600236. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if his Department will offer the 
opportunity for stakeholder consultation regarding the public communication of the contents of 
a report (details supplied); his views on whether stakeholder consultation is best practice prior 
to communicating policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17674/20]

22/07/2020WRL04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 235 and 236 together.

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) published a report on 22 June 2020 entitled 
“Scientific Recommendations for Food-Based Dietary Guidelines for 1 to 5 Year-Olds in Ire-
land”.  The report, which was commissioned by the Department of Health, arises from the work 
of the Scientific Committee of the FSAI and is based on the latest Irish research on the dietary 
habits of this age group and reflects international best practice on young child feeding in an 
Irish context.  It is the first Irish scientific report to address the nutritional needs of toddlers and 
pre-school children.

The Scientific Recommendations for this age group were prioritised by the Department of 
Health to provide the evidence base for the Department’s next stage of the ‘Healthy Food for 
Life’ programme, which will include Healthy Eating Guidelines for 1 to 5 year olds, a Chil-
dren’s Food Pyramid and a suite of resources including daily meal plans for 1, 2 3 and 4 year-
olds. 

These resources are currently being finalised by the Department of Health having been 
developed with the help of the technical working group of the Healthy Eating Subgroup of the 
Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group.  These Healthy Eating Guidelines are ex-
pected to be launched later this year and an implementation plan for dissemination and training 
is currently being developed with key partners on the Healthy Eating Subgroup. These include 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, HSE, safefood and the Irish Nutrition and Di-
etetic Institute. Key messages on healthy eating in the recommendations of the FSAI’s scientific 
report will be communicated, in particular to the parents and carers of children in the relevant 
age group.
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22/07/2020WRL04900Hospital Procedures

22/07/2020WRL05000237. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health when scoliosis surgery will re-
sume in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17675/20]

22/07/2020WRL05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. The deci-
sion to delay appointments and admissions is not undertaken lightly and when such a decision 
is made, it is based on the safe delivery of care to all patients. 

On 5 May 2020, NPHET agreed that its recommendation of 27 March, in regard to the paus-
ing of all non-urgent health services should be replaced, in relation to acute care, with a recom-
mendation that delivery of acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational 
decision making. CHI is now re-establishing services on an incremental basis.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.

Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) has advised my Department that while much of the scolio-
sis activity was deferred in line with the National Action Plan on COVID-19, scoliosis surgeries 
have recommenced as part of the overall recovery of scheduled care activity across the hospital 
group, including CHI at Crumlin. CHI is exploring options to increase surgical capacity, includ-
ing the use of Cappagh Hospital for clinically suitable scoliosis patients. 

CHI has also advised that a General Orthopaedic Surgeon, based at CHI Crumlin and Tal-
laght sites, is due to commence in Q3, 2020. This post is for general orthopaedic and trauma 
surgery, to support waiting list activity, and will further support waiting times for children for 
general orthopaedic outpatient appointments, including scoliosis.

22/07/2020WRL05200Hospital Funding

22/07/2020WRL05300238. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
funding for neurology services at University Hospital Limerick [17694/20]

22/07/2020WRL05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to you directly. 

22/07/2020WRL05500Covid-19 Tests

22/07/2020WRL05600239. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his Department oversees re-
sponsibility for reporting on the cost of the testing and tracing strategy; if so, the amount spent 
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to date on tracing; the planned budget into the future; if not, the reason the matter does not fall 
under the remit of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16875/20]

22/07/2020WRL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Responsibility for overseeing reporting 
on costing of COVID-19 testing and contact tracing is the responsibility of the Minister for 
Health in the first instance.  However, costs are overseen through the Health Budget Oversight 
Group, comprising representatives of the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform, the 
Department of Health and the HSE.

Government has to date sanctioned funding of €206 million in 2020 for testing and contact 
tracing. Estimated expenditure to 03/07/20 totals €46.9m, including €2.8 million on tracing.

The HSE has estimated maximum potential costs for testing and contact tracing for the full 
year of €414 million. This is the amount that would be required for expenditure should the en-
tire capacity of 100,000 tests be utilised on a sustained basis throughout the year. The average 
weekly testing levels currently are at much lower levels. 

Actual activity levels and associated expenditure associated with the implementation of 
COVID-19 testing and contact tracing will be monitored, tracked and reported by the Health 
Service Executive and overseen through the Health Budget Oversight Group. 

The HSE will be submitting a strategic plan in August for the longer term requirement for 
testing and tracing and the costs for the remainder of the year will be further reviewed at that 
stage. Any additional funding requirement over what has already been sanctioned will be sub-
ject to further Government approval.


