
21 July 2020

1

  Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.  

  Questions Nos. 6 to 9, inclusive, resubmitted. 

  Questions Nos. 10 to 24, inclusive, answered orally.  

Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0110025. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of flood protection works at Ballyvourney and the flood relief scheme for Ballymakeera, 
County Cork. [16812/20]

21/07/2020WRB01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the Ballyvourney 
and Ballymakeera flood relief scheme is currently at outline design stage.  The preferred op-
tions of the scheme are now nearing finalisation.

My Office is aware of the ‘high’ water quality status of the respective water body in the area 
around Baile Mhic Ire and Baile Bhuirne.  The Project Team is currently assessing the potential 
impact of any proposed flood relief measures in that respect, and engaging with the Project’s 
Environmental Consultants in order to ensure that suitable mitigation requirements are imple-
mented, and appropriate processes to comply with statutory provisions are followed.  This is 
obviously an important consideration, and resolving some outstanding issues is taking longer 
than had previously been envisaged.  Nonetheless, it is hoped that the scheme can progress to 
Public Exhibition within the coming months.

When these considerations have been successfully finalised and provided the proposals are 
broadly accepted by the public and the stakeholders and the scheme is technically, environ-
mentally and economically viable the scheme will proceed to detailed design stage and formal 
Confirmation by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts 1945 and 1995 following which construction can commence. 

Work commenced on the development of the flood relief scheme for Ballymakeera/Bal-
lyvourney following recent severe floods and the conclusions of the Lee CFRAM study com-
missioned by my Office, which included an investigation on the flood risk associated within 
the village.

The main sources of flooding along the River Sullane arise when the capacity of the river 
channel itself is exceeded, along with the three tributaries to the north of the village, including a 
storm network, which can independently cause flooding through the gullies and overland flow.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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As with all schemes, a site investigation was completed to assist in determining the preferred 
options and in order to develop accurate costings for the project.  Among the environmental 
considerations that have presented, the presence of freshwater pearl mussels necessitated an 
additional survey and a proposal to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for 
translocation, which has been subsequently approved.  

My Office held a Public Information Day in Ballymakeera in March 2018, where the rel-
evant stakeholders and members of the public were invited to provide feedback on the emerging 
preferred option.  This is an important element in the development of a scheme as local knowl-
edge can provide valuable background information for the scheme.

As the Ballymakeera Study Area has notable environmental and fisheries’ sensitivities, it is 
essential that the environmental screening of a range of options is considered carefully, having 
regard to sensitive environmental constraints in the area.  This necessitated the preparation of 
a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and an Operation and Maintenance 
Plan, which, in line with legislation, need to be completed prior to the finalisation of the En-
vironmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).  My Office engaged engineering consultants, 
Byrne Looby, to finalise scheme drawings for this purpose.  Once these are complete, the envi-
ronmental consultants, RPS, can then finalise the EIAR. This overall process has taken slightly 
longer than anticipated and, accordingly, a Public Exhibition of the preferred scheme is now 
expected to take place later this year.  This will give the community an opportunity to examine 
and provide formal comments and observations over a four-week period. 

In the interim, Cork County Council has been approved funding under the OPW’s Minor 
Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection scheme an additional €187,248 in October 2018 
for the provision of temporary flood defence measures including a sand bag defence structure, 
two non-return valves at existing drainage outfalls and pumping sumps to allow over pump-
ing during flood events. Final approval for a Part 8 planning application is currently being 
progressed by Cork County Council, and following this approval, works will then commence. 

A Preliminary Invasive Alien Species Management Plan (IASMP) was prepared for the 
Scheme identified the presence of invasive species around or close to the works area of the 
FRS, including Giant Knotweed, Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Knotweed.   Cork County 
Council has appointed Japanese Knotweed Ireland to undertake the planned treatment of these 
species in the immediate vicinity of the proposed works, and have confirmed that a second 
round of treatment of knotweed was completed in September 2019.

My Office continues to liaise with Cork County Council and local representatives and all 
stakeholders are very committed to progressing this Scheme.

The flood relief scheme will be funded from within the allocated €1 billion for flood risk 
management over the period 2018-2027. Provision for the cost of the Scheme is included in the 
Office of Public Works’ multi annual capital allocation.

Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0130026. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of flood protection works at Springfield, Clonlara, County Clare. [16809/20]

21/07/2020WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Clare County Council (CCC) is the contracting authority in relation to the 
proposed flood relief scheme in Springfield/Clonlara, with funding provided by the Office of 
Public Works (OPW). The current position is as follows: 
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The engineering design consultants have finalised the Stage I options report and updated the 
planning report for the scheme in light of updated survey information and consultations with 
relevant stakeholders and with CCC and the OPW. The flood waters in the area receded in early 
April and this enabled completion of the onsite inspection and walkover survey required to 
finalise the Environmental Assessment and report. Planning drawings have also been finalised 
recently. 

CCC has been in contact with land owners affected by the proposals and has consulted with 
local residents. The Council has indicated that it will shortly submit the proposed scheme for 
planning approval to An Bord Pleanála to carry out the proposed development, to which end, a 
notice will appear in the newspaper shortly.

A Natura Impact Statement, along with an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
Screening has been prepared in respect of the proposed development. The Board may give ap-
proval to the application for development with or without conditions or may refuse the applica-
tion for development. A copy of the Natura Impact Statement and plans and particulars relating 
to the application may be inspected free of charge at the offices of Roads section, Clare County 
Council, Áras Chontae an Chláir, New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare after publication of the notice. It 
is envisaged that work will continue on the detailed design during the planning process.

Departmental Expenditure

21/07/2020WRB0150027. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total 
value of additional expenditure across each Department with reference to the Revised Estimates 
published on 18 December 2019; the additional expenditure anticipated with reference to those 
estimates for 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16862/20]

21/07/2020WRB01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): An alloca-
tion of €70.4 billion in gross voted expenditure was set out in the 2020 Revised Estimate of 
Public Service published last December. Taking into account the additional expenditure agreed 
by the Dáil, the revised Government Expenditure Ceiling now stands at €79.7 billion. This 
includes an additional €6.8 billion for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection, nearly €2 billion for the Department of Health and €483 million for the Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

Not included in these allocations are a number of measures announced by the Government 
in response to the Covid-19 crisis. These include in particular the decisions in relation to ex-
tending the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme to 
August and the provision of additional funding for the Department of Transport in relation to 
the Public Service Obligation. Accounting for these and decisions in a number of other policy 
areas in response to Covid-19, the overall increase relative to the allocations set out in REV 
2020 is almost €12 billion.

In addition to this, in order to support the economy as businesses and society reopen, further 
supports are to be announced as part of the July Stimulus plan. The plan includes a number of 
measures to provide additional targeted supports to stimulate activity across the economy, assist 
firms and support employment. 

Looking forward, in addition to the costs outlined above, funding is also to be set aside to 
support key sectors including Health, Schools, Third Level and Justice taking account of chal-
lenges arising from Covid-19. This funding will be allocated later in the year. 

Upon the formation of this Government a number of reconfigurations of Government De-
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partments were announced. Work is underway within my Department to finalise these transfers 
of functions. Restated Estimates will be presented to the Dail in due course upon the completion 
of this work that will set out revised allocations reflecting the new Departmental structures and 
decisions in relation to additional funding to respond to Covid-19, including that set out in the 
July stimulus. 

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 21.

Community Employment Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0180029. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on a Labour Court recommendation that the State should put in place an occupational 
pension arrangement for community employment scheme supervisors; his plans to give effect 
to the recommendation; his further plans to engage with the sector and unions on the matter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16802/20]

21/07/2020WRB01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As a newly 
appointed Minister, I intend to give careful consideration to this issue and I will meet directly 
with the relevant stakeholders in the period ahead. 

I have a strong appreciation of the role of Community Employment Schemes in communi-
ties right across country and I know this role could not be fulfilled without the leadership of the 
Scheme Supervisors. 

I am aware that the matter raised by the Deputy is a complex one that raises significant 
policy, legal and exchequer cost issues. I note the Labour Court recommendation from 2008. I 
have been advised by my officials that the State is not the employer of the workers concerned. 
I understand that this matter was discussed extensively at discussions of the Community Sec-
tor High Level Forum between public service management, which included inter alia officials 
from my Department, and union representatives a number of years ago. My Department carried 
out a detailed scoping exercise in 2017 in order to comprehensively examine and assess the full 
potential implications, in both cost and precedent terms, of the issues involved. The outcome 
to the scoping exercise was that the matter has potentially very significant implications for the 
Exchequer, particularly if consequential demands were to be made by all similar State funded 
Community and Voluntary organisations whose employees are in a similar position to the Com-
munity Employment scheme supervisors. 

This is a factor which must be borne in mind in our approach to this issue. While CE super-
visors and assistant supervisors represent a small part of the wider community and voluntary 
sector, consideration must be taken for the potential liability to the State if similar claims are 
made by the many workers in the broader community and voluntary sector. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, we are now facing huge challenges in managing the public 
finances. However, I intend to consider all the issues involved and will engage constructively 
with the relevant stakeholders. 

Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0200030. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of progress of a flood relief scheme for Crossmolina, County Mayo; and his plans to review 
and expedite this timeline in view of the ongoing flood threat to the residents of the town.  
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[16635/20]

21/07/2020WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The proposed flood relief scheme for Crossmolina, Co. Mayo is progressing 
broadly in line with the current programme.  Some delay has been experienced in recent months 
due to the consultants being unable to carry out the final environmental surveys during the na-
tionwide Covid-19 shutdown.  To minimise these delays, the project team worked to progress 
all other tasks that could be safely carried out, such as desk studies, and continuing work on the 
preparation of documentation that will be submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform (MPER) for formal Confirmation of the scheme under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945

Since the easing of the Covid-19 restrictions, the consultants have carried out the final ele-
ments of the environmental surveys and the project team is now in the process of finalising the 
documentation for the Confirmation process. It is anticipated that the scheme will be submitted 
to MPER in Quarter 3 of this year. 

Once submitted for Confirmation, the Minister will carry out an Environmental Impact As-
sessment as he is required to do which will involve an independent review of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report submitted with the scheme and the holding of a public consultation 
on the scheme. If the Minister Confirms the proposed scheme, the next stage in the process will 
be completion of the detailed design and the tender documents for the procurement of some 
specialist works contractors. It is planned that the main scheme works will be carried out by the 
OPW’s direct labour force.

In order to expedite this timeline, the project team will commence the preparation of the 
tender documents in parallel with the Confirmation process. While some amendments to the 
tender documents may be required following the Confirmation process, it should be possible to 
progress with the procurement of contractors as soon as possible following Confirmation. 

I wish to assure you that I am very aware of the concerns of the residents and businesses 
of Crossmolina to have protection from flooding without further delays.  The provision of ef-
fective flood defences to Crossmolina is a priority for me and for the Government. We want to 
ensure that the scheme that is built is technically and environmentally sound. I know that the 
OPW, Mayo County Council, and the scheme consultants have worked extremely hard to ad-
vance the scheme in what has been a complex environmental situation.

Flood Prevention Measures

21/07/2020WRB0220031. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding a scheme (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16496/20]

21/07/2020WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Enniscorthy (River Slaney) flood defence scheme is being progressed 
by Wexford County Council on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works as a scheme 
under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  This is a significant scheme within the Office 
of Public Works €1 billion flood relief investment programme, and on completion will protect 
236 properties in the town.  

The Scheme requires formal Confirmation to proceed from the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform (MPER). This is a statutory requirement under the Arterial Drainage Acts, 
which now, under the recent European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial 
Drainage) Regulations 2019, also requires the MPER to carry out an Environmental Impact 
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Assessment (EIA) of the proposed Scheme.  This will involve, inter alia, a formal review by 
MPER of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared by the Commission-
ers and recently submitted (along with a Natura Impact Statement) to the MPER as part of the 
formal Confirmation process.   

In order to assist the MPER in making an informed decision to consent to the scheme, the 
EIA will require appropriate assessment, as required under the 2019 regulations, public consul-
tation for a period of 30 days and a detailed technical review of the scheme by environmental 
consultants appointed by the MPER. I am advised that the current position on the Confirmation 
process is that a request for tender of services for environmental consultants is currently being 
progressed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). 

The public consultation phase is also due to be commenced by DPER shortly.  DPER will 
progress the formal Confirmation process, having due regard to the detailed requirements of the 
2019 regulations. 

It is not possible at this point in the process to give specific dates for commencement of 
works given that there is always a possibility that further information and/or revision of the 
scheme’s design may be required, as provided for under the Confirmation process. It should 
be noted that DPER is also progressing Confirmation of two other significant flood defence 
schemes for the Glashaboy and Bride Rivers in Co. Cork, both of which were submitted prior 
to the Enniscorthy scheme.

Public Procurement Contracts

21/07/2020WRB0240032. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the pay-
ment of a living wage and recognition of the industrial relations infrastructure of the State will 
be included as part of social policy objectives pertaining to public procurement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16822/20]

21/07/2020WRB02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Public Pro-
curement is governed by EU and National rules. The aim of these rules is to promote an open, 
competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers best value for 
money.  Discrimination against particular candidates on grounds such as nationality, organi-
sational size or remuneration where such remuneration has not be provided for in national 
legislation could be considered in breach of the EU Procurement Regulations. There are legal 
remedies which may be used against any public body infringing the procurement rules.

Specifically, EU Regulations require tenderers to be compliant with relevant employment 
law in order to participate in a public procurement process. The Directives make it clear that 
non-compliance with the relevant obligations may lead to exclusion of a tenderer from the 
procedure for the awarding of a public contract. The obligations on suppliers in relation to com-
pliance with employment law are reflected in the suite of tender documentation for goods and 
services developed by the Office of Government Procurement in conjunction with the Office of 
the Chief State Solicitor.

In relation to the inclusion of the living wage in public contracts, there is no legal basis in 
Irish law or national agreements to make this a requirement on suppliers who wish to engage in 
public tendering. In addition, at EU level, any attempt to set wage rates through public procure-
ment is also likely be viewed as discriminatory and in breach of the EU Treaty principles and 
the EU Procurement Directives. Wage rates which have a legal underpinning, of course, apply 
to all contracts, public and private.
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Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRB0260033. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
of special advisers to be engaged by the Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for Climate 
Action, Communications Networks and Transport; the estimated annual level of funding to be 
allocated to each Department in terms of the engagement of such advisers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16818/20]

21/07/2020WRB02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd 
Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

Appointments to the position of Special Adviser are made in accordance with Section 11 
of the Public Service Management Act 1997 which states that the Government may by Order, 
appoint Special Advisers to the Minister or Minister of State who is assigned to a Department 
or to a Scheduled Office provided that the number of Special Advisers shall not in the case of 
a Minister (other than the Taoiseach or the Tánaiste or the leader of a political party registered 
in the Register of Political Parties) be greater than 2, in the case of a Minister of State who 
regularly attends meetings of the Government be greater than 2, and in the case of any other 
Minster of State be greater than 1.

All appointments to the position of Special Adviser require a Government Order to be made. 

Special Advisers to Ministers and Ministers of State who regularly attend Cabinet are to be 
placed on the Principal Officer (Standard) PPC scale: currently €87,325 - €101,114.

Special Advisers to Ministers of State are to be placed on the Assistant Principal Officer 
(Standard) PPC scale: currently €67,659 - €78,816

While appointments should normally be on the first point of the scale, Secretaries General 
have delegated sanction to approve any increment on the scale where they are satisfied that this 
is justified. The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform will publish the rates payable 
on its website. 

The above restrictions on salary scale do not apply to Special Advisers to the Taoiseach or 
Tánaiste. The individual pay rates will also be published on the website. 

At this stage no Special Advisers have been formally appointed by the Government, this 
process will start once the Guidelines have been approved by Government and details will be 
published on the DPER website.

National Monuments

21/07/2020WRB0280034. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the ex-
penditure and maintenance by the OPW of the Monkstown Castle (details supplied). [16983/20]

21/07/2020WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Monkstown Castle is a National Monument in the ownership of the State 
and under the management of the Office of Public Works.  Located in south County Dublin, it 
is considered that the structure is in good condition.  Maintenance is undertaken by the direct 
workforce from the Trim National Monuments Depot.
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Apart from conservation works that might be required from time to time at sites, the bulk of 
Depot activity, such as that at carried out at Monkstown Castle, consists of general light main-
tenance. This would include grass cutting, removal of weed growth and clearing of any litter or 
other debris. This type of activity constitutes a considerable percentage of the work undertaken 
by the Depot.  As such, the cost per site involved is recorded as an overall cost and not on a 
site-by-site basis. Regrettably, the Office of Public Works is not in a position to provide the 
information requested.

Public Procurement Contracts

21/07/2020WRB0300035. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the level 
of procurement leakage; his plans to develop and implement a procurement sourcing strategy 
across Government that would reduce the high level of procurement leakage to the EU average; 
his further plans to increase the proportion of tenders divided into lots to support SMEs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16820/20]

21/07/2020WRB03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Strategic 
public procurement can play a key role in responding to societal, environmental and economic 
challenges. Consequently, the inclusion of strategic public policy considerations in procure-
ment processes is a key feature of the Programme for Government. Therefore, my Department 
is focused on ensuring that public procurement affords opportunities for SMEs to benefit from 
the significant tender opportunities carried out each year across the public service.

Specifically, the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) has developed a suite of policy 
measures aimed at assisting SMEs to access public procurement opportunities (implemented 
through Circular 10/14). These include:

-  Proportionate financial capacity criterion (turnover requirements limited to twice the con-
tract value);

-  Contracting authorities are encouraged to divide public contracts into lots;

-  Provision for “consortia bidding” to assist SMEs participating in procurement procedures 
where they would not have the relevant capability or scale; and

-  Public bodies are required to advertise contracts for goods and services valued above 
€25,000 on the national eTenders portal.

In addition, the SME Advisory Group which is comprised of representatives from ISME, 
IBEC, SFA, Chambers Ireland, and CIF, and meets on a quarterly basis to ensure that SMEs 
have a platform to assist in the development of procurement policy and practice. Communica-
tion is a key factor in encouraging SMEs to engage in public procurement processes. To this 
end, the OGP established a sub-group of the SME Advisory Group to deal with this area. This 
group further promotes awareness of potential opportunities and supports available for SMEs 
in tendering for public contracts.  

Similarly, the OGP proactively engages with the Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation and development agencies to promote SME access to public procurement. The OGP 
participates at promotional events held across the country which are designed to help SMEs.

The most recent Public Service Spend and Tendering Analysis Report for 2017 published 
last December involved an analysis of €4.912 billion expenditure across 71 public service bod-
ies. The report indicates that 94% of the analysed expenditure is with firms within the State and 
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54% is with SMEs unchanged from 2016 and up from 52% in 2015. This report also analy-
ses 2017 tendering activity in the public service as recorded on the eTenders public procure-
ment platform. That analysis shows that 75% of tender notices are smaller value (below OJEU 
threshold) tenders. The median (typical) estimated contract values for tenders analysed in 2017 
is €90,000 and is less than or equal to €100,000 in 14 of the 16 spend categories. This indicates 
that Government contracts in Ireland are accessible to SMEs given the low median size of es-
timated contract values.

This is an important issue for Government and the OGP will continue to proactively engage 
with business to enhance the significant measures already in place to support SME access to 
public procurement opportunities.

Public Procurement Contracts

21/07/2020WRB0320036. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps he has taken to conduct an audit of public procurement to identify the extent to which 
it can demonstrate the integration of environmental sustainability into each category of pro-
curement; his plans to set requirements immediately in areas such as vehicle and equipment 
procurement, heating, lighting and power options and controls, building materials and waste 
management; and his further plans to introduce accurate monitoring across each State body. 
[16498/20]

21/07/2020WRB03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The inclu-
sion of strategic, green and social policy considerations in procurement processes is a key fea-
ture of the Programme for Government.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment, developed Circular 20/2019: Promoting the use of 
Environmental and Social Considerations in Public Procurement. 

The Circular highlights the potential for Departments to deliver wider social and environ-
mental aims through public procurement. The circular provides a clear signal of the direction of 
travel towards greener public procurement.  

The Circular requires Departments to incorporate relevant green procurement measures into 
their planning and reporting cycles, with reporting arrangements due to commence this year. 
The Annual Report template will be made available in 2020, by the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment

Further actions taken by the Office of Government Procurement in this area include; the 
publication of an Information Note on Incorporating Social Considerations into Public Pro-
curement in December 2018, the establishment of a cross-departmental Social Considerations 
Advisory Group to advance work in this area, and the inclusion of green elements in a number 
of OGP framework agreements.

While it is for each Department’s policy unit to develop clear, verifiable and measurable 
criteria to advance green and social objectives, the OGP will facilitate the inclusion of these in 
the development of its frameworks and through its guidance materials. 

Minister of State Smyth and I have met with the Chief Procurement Officer, and, along with 
my colleagues in Government, will be considering how best to implement commitments in the 
Programme for Government.  
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Among the measures taken by the OGP to integrate environmental sustainability are;

Electricity

The Government target is for the use of 33% renewable energy.  The OGP have exceeded 
this target and currently source up to 45% green electricity for its clients.  

Managed Print Services (MPS)

Clients with MPS have less devices, print double sided by default and generally have re-
duced print outputs.  Environmental benefits include; reduced energy and paper usage, lower 
maintenance and fewer deliveries of consumables.

Fleet

Whole life costings are taken into account, including factors such as; emissions, mileage, 
and service costs. Price analysis is based on the best overall whole life cost.

OGP is currently in the market for battery electric vans and, later this month, goes to market 
for battery electric cars. 

ICT

Competitions conducted under OGP frameworks can use a weighting range of between 5% 
and 20%, for factors such as; energy effectiveness, recycling, Energy Star ratings, cooling re-
quirements, WEEE scheme and rated power usage.

Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0340037. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform the status of the development of a flood relief scheme on the border of counties Carlow 
and Kilkenny. [16804/20]

21/07/2020WRB03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): There is currently in place a joint Kilkenny County Council and OPW steer-
ing group for delivery of all flood relief schemes in County Kilkenny.  

Consultants were appointed in March, 2020 to identify a flood relief scheme that is techni-
cally, socially, environmentally and economically acceptable, to alleviate the risk of flooding 
to the Community of Graiguenamanagh/Tinnahinch.  The Graiguenamanagh/Tinnahinch Flood 
Relief Scheme is currently at Stage 1 “Scheme Development and Preliminary Design”.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions a virtual Public Consultation Day was hosted by Kilkenny 
County Council on the 18th June, 2020 with a closing date for submissions by 9th July, 2020.

A Project Website has been developed and will be updated as the project progresses.

The proposed measures for Graiguenamanagh/Tinnahinch consist of building hard defences 
with ‘at–risk’ properties being protected by a series of embankments and walls, sheet piled 
where necessary and set back where possible from the river channel.  Detailed project level 
design, Planning, Environmental Impact Assessment and project-level Habitats Directive (‘Ap-
propriate’) Assessment must be undertaken in accordance with the relevant legislation as part 
of the progression of these proposed measures.
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Public Procurement Contracts

21/07/2020WRB0360038. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
green procurement will be incorporated into the public procurement code; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16824/20]

21/07/2020WRB03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Strategic 
public procurement can play a key role in responding to societal, environmental and economic 
challenges and, as such, the inclusion of strategic public policy considerations in procurement 
processes is a key feature of the Programme for Government.

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) has been actively engaged and proactive on 
the issue of green procurement. In this regard the OGP developed Circular 20/2019: Promot-
ing the use of Environmental and Social Considerations in Public Procurement. This Circular, 
which was published by the Department of Public expenditure and Reform, highlights the po-
tential for Departments to deliver wider social and environmental aims through public procure-
ment including green criteria, employment and training opportunities for disadvantaged groups, 
disability access, promoting social inclusion and social enterprises. The Circular, a commitment 
under the Climate Action Plan, provided a clear signal of the direction of travel.   

The Circular requires Departments to incorporate relevant green procurement measures into 
their planning and reporting cycles. I understand that reporting arrangements are due to com-
mence this year with each Department reporting annually on progress in relation to Green 
Public Procurement. The Annual Report template with an accompanying guidance note is due 
to be made available in 2020 by the Department of Climate Action, Communications Networks 
and Transport.

The Circular was the latest in a series of measures following publication of the Information 
Note on Incorporating Social Considerations into Public Procurement in December 2018.  The 
Information Note assists policy makers and practitioners in understanding how public procure-
ment can be used to facilitate the advancement of wider public policy issues.

The OGP also established the cross Departmental Social Considerations Advisory Group in 
March 2019, bringing together officials from policy Departments with procurement practitio-
ners to share best practice and to facilitate the process of incorporating social and environmen-
tal considerations into public procurement. In addition to the work of the Social Considerations 
Advisory Group, the OGP works with Government Departments, when putting new central 
arrangements in place, to ensure that appropriate regard is taken for sustainability criteria.

The OGP’s role is to facilitate the inclusion of such environmental and social considerations 
in its frameworks or through the development of guidance.  Ultimately, it a matter for Depart-
ments to balance the cost and benefits and any impact of service provision before making any 
procurement decision.

I, along with my colleagues in Government, will be considering how best to implement the 
commitments in the Programme for Government.  

Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRB0380039. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
timeline for the resumption of the Glashaboy flood relief scheme, Glanmire, County Cork; the 
details of the latest delay; the estimated timeline for the resumption and completion of works; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17026/20]

21/07/2020WRB03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised that the Glashaboy Flood Relief Scheme has been submitted 
by the Office of Public Works, under the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts, accompanied 
by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS), 
to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for formal Confirmation.

Arising from of the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial Drain-
age) Regulations 2019, which were published in Iris Oifigiúl on 27 September 2019, the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform has undertaken an environmental assessment of the 
proposed scheme in line with required legislative requirements. This involved an independent 
assessment of the EIAR / NIS and a public consultation process.

On the 5 May 2020, the Office of Public Works received correspondence from the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform that the independent assessment is now complete. This 
correspondence has requested, pursuant to section 7(B) sub-section 4 of the 2019 European 
Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial Drainage) Regulations, certain items of 
further information that are required to complete the process. My Office is currently preparing 
the additional information requested  - which generally relates to further detail on the processes 
followed and assessments undertaken in developing the scheme - to be submitted to the Depart-
ment in order that the assessment can be completed and the scheme confirmed by the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform.  This information is currently scheduled to be provided to 
the Department no later than October 2020.

The procurement and appointment of a Contractor will be progressed for this scheme fol-
lowing formal Ministerial Confirmation.  The flood relief scheme will be funded from within 
the allocated €1 billion for flood risk management over the period 2018-2027. Provision for the 
cost of the Scheme is included in the Office of Public Works’ multi annual capital allocation.

OPW is committed to funding this project and attends monthly steering meetings to offer 
every assistance to Cork City Council to ensure a contractor is engaged, and the works com-
mence, as soon as possible.

Budget Process

21/07/2020WRB0400040. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to structure the service improvement and reform plans across each Department. [16499/20]

21/07/2020WRB04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Over the last 
number of years, a range of reforms have been implemented in order to enhance Ireland’s bud-
getary framework. A key aim of these reforms is to increase transparency around the budgetary 
process and to facilitate greater meaningful engagement on key elements of the Budget and on 
what is being achieved with public funds.

A central part of these reforms is the ‘whole-of-year’ budgetary framework. Rather than 
focusing budget discussions only around Budget Day, this refers to an ongoing consideration of 
budgetary priorities, alongside the publication of a range of documents to enhance engagement 
throughout the year. 

Greater emphasis has also been placed on improving and supporting the evaluation capacity 
of Government Departments in recent years. This has led to the development of a number of 
additional processes and reports to support the budgetary framework. This includes:
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-  Performance Budgeting -  A key objective of the Performance Budgeting Initiative is to 
shift the focus away from the quantum of spend and towards outputs and impacts.  The Public 
Service Performance Report presents performance information in an accessible manner and 
aims to facilitate discussion around what is being delivered with public funds and how this 
impacts the citizen. 

-  Equality Budgeting –  Equality budgeting involves providing greater information on the 
likely impacts of proposed and/or ongoing budgetary measures, which, in turn, enhances the 
potential to better facilitate the integration of equality concerns into the budgetary process. An 
OECD “Policy Scan” Report on Equality Budgeting was completed in 2019, and was published 
on Budget Day in October last, setting out a number of ambitious objectives to progress this 
aspect of the budgetary reform agenda.  

-  Spending Review - This process aims to place evidence at the heart of policy making, 
by systematically examining existing spending programmes with a view to assessing their ef-
ficiency and effectiveness. This approach can support the re-allocation of funding to meet ex-
penditure priorities. 

The Programme for Government commits to continuing reform and improvement of the 
Budgetary process and proposes that each Minister will be required to produce service im-
provement and reform plans in conjunction with my Department, within an overall context of 
an enhanced focus across Government on issues of well-being.  In implementing this reform, 
my Department will look to build on the budgetary reforms already in place and the significant 
work on public service reform already completed. 

Public Procurement Contracts

21/07/2020WRB0420041. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
ensure public procurement supply chains do not include instances of labour exploitation such as 
breaches of employment regulation orders, cases of child labour and so on; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16821/20]

21/07/2020WRB04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Public pro-
curement is the acquisition, whether under formal contract or otherwise, of works, supplies and 
services by public bodies.  National rules governing public procurement must comply with the 
relevant EU, WTO and national legal requirements and obligations.  Under EU law, public con-
tracts above a certain value must be advertised EU-wide and awarded to the most competitive 
tender in an open and objective process. The aim of European and national rules is to promote 
an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers best 
value for money.

In this regard, public procurement rules include provisions that allow Member States to re-
quire a contractor to comply with EU and National legislation on the protection of labour rights. 
As a consequence, public procurement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards 
when applying for public contracts and applicants are required to make declarations in relation 
to their financial standing, their legal standing and in relation to payment of taxes and social 
contributions.  They must also be compliant with relevant employment law. These requirements 
are set out in the template documents used in tendering for goods and services which have been 
developed by the Office of Government Procurement in conjunction with the Office of the At-
torney General and the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.

The management of a tendering process for a public contract is a matter for each contracting 
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authority.  It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to assess that tenderers comply 
with all the requirements of the process.

In relation to Works contracts, once awarded, the conditions of the Public Works Contracts 
require the contractor to certify compliance with employment law, to maintain records of all 
those employed on the site, regardless of whether they are employees of the contractor or their 
subcontractors, and the hours worked by them.  Where requested, the contractor must also pro-
vide details of the payments made to those employed on the site. Where the contractor fails to 
comply with their obligations under the contract or employment law, deductions may be made 
from payments due under the contract until the situation is rectified.

It is important to note that employment law and its enforcement, in both public and private 
contracts, is a matter for the relevant State authorities, including the Workplace Relations Com-
mission and the Departments of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.

Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRB0440042. Deputy James Lawless asked the Taoiseach if Bermuda will be included on the green 
list of countries for approved and simplified travel arrangements in view of the significant 
containment of the disease on the island, the number of Irish citizens working in professional 
services there and their confinement for the past number of months.  [16575/20]

21/07/2020WRB0450043. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Taoiseach his plans to limit travel here from coun-
tries with a high rate of Covid-19 transmission.  [16597/20]

21/07/2020WRB0460044. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Taoiseach his views on a temporary domestic ban 
on passengers from the United States of America to ensure adherence to Covid-19 prevention 
measures.  [16645/20]

21/07/2020WRB0470045. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Taoiseach his plans to place further restrictions on 
tourists travelling here from regions with a high incidence of Covid-19.  [17191/20]

21/07/2020WRB0480050. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach if stricter quarantine measures or 
further restrictions on flights from areas with high infection rates of Covid-19 are being consid-
ered (details supplied).  [17051/20]

21/07/2020WRB04900(Deputy Micheál Martin): The current public health advice is to avoid non-essential over-
seas travel and to holiday at home this summer.

Coronavirus is still spreading around the world. Many countries are seeing the number 
of infections increase again. In Ireland, the NPHET recently emphasised its growing concern 
regarding the following:-

· The increase in case numbers of this disease currently being reported in the community 
and a number of large clusters that have emerged in recent weeks;

· The R number is likely now to have exceeded 1, with the best estimate in the range of 1.2 
and 1.8;

· The deteriorating international epidemiological situation and international experience 
which shows that effectiveness of disease suppression following the easing of public health 
measures by countries is precarious;
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· The risk of imported cases due to the current ongoing increase in overseas travel.

A list of countries that are safer to travel to is under consideration by Government. Govern-
ment agreed an approach to how the list would be determined broadly based on the epidemiol-
ogy of the virus in that country. Further information will be available after Government has 
considered the matter [this evening].

The current advice is that anyone travelling to Ireland should restrict their movements for 
14 days, on entering the country. This includes: Irish citizens coming home; people with no 
symptoms; and people who have tested negative for the virus in another country. This means 
staying at home and avoiding contact with other people and social situations as much as pos-
sible. You should not use public transport, visit others, meet face-to-face with anyone who is 
at higher risk from coronavirus or go to the shop unless absolutely necessary (wearing a face 
covering if you do).

By law, anyone arriving in Ireland from any country will need to fill in a form called the 
COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. The Form will be used to facilitate a system of follow 
up checks to make sure people who travel to the country are staying where they said that they 
would. The Form will also ensure more accurate and expeditious contact tracing, should there 
be a suspected or confirmed case on a flight or ferry coming into Ireland.

Regarding restrictions on persons coming into the country, there are no proposals to imple-
ment a blanket ban on travel. We need to keep airports and travel routes open. Ireland depends 
on ports and airports for supply chains and connectivity bringing food, medicines and other 
products to Ireland which are critical to our health and for economic activity. Furthermore, 
some people need to travel for essential reasons. This includes: for essential work; to care for 
family members abroad; or to return home.

However, work is underway on a number of further travel related initiatives to reinforce 
public health measures, including: 

· There is to be an increased presence of staff at ports and airports to make incoming pas-
sengers aware of their obligations including restriction of movement for 14 days.

· Work is under way to move the passenger locator form online

· Sectoral Protocols and Procedures 

Further measures remain under consideration.

21/07/2020WRC00200Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRC0030046. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of advisers and special 
advisers appointed by him since assuming office; the starting annual salary of each person ap-
pointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for each appointee; the duration 
and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; and if an advisory role has 
been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular form. [16570/20]

21/07/2020WRC00400The Taoiseach: Having appointed Ministers and Ministers of State to their various port-
folios across Government, I am also considering the advisory supports that I might need in 
my role as Taoiseach and Head of Government. The Public Service Management Act 1997, 
provides for the appointment of Special Advisers subject to specified limits. While I have not 
as yet fully finalised the make-up of my team, it currently consists of a Chief of Staff at Deputy 
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Secretary level, a Deputy Chief of Staff at Assistant Secretary level and 3 Special Advisers at 
Principal Officer level all of whom work full-time. I have also recently recruited an economic 
adviser on a part-time basis. 

It should be noted that all of the above appointments are subject to Government approval 
and relevant contracts will be laid before the Oireachtas in due course. All appointments will be 
made in line with the Public Service Management Act, 1997.

21/07/2020WRC00500Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRC0060047. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Taoiseach the value of contracts awarded to a 
company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Department and each body and local au-
thority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form [16848/20]

21/07/2020WRC00700The Taoiseach: Neither the Department of the Taoiseach nor the body under its remit have 
awarded any contracts to the company in question or any of its subsidiaries from 1 January 
2016 to 14 July 2020.

Taoiseach’s Communications

21/07/2020WRC0075048. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will undertake to have his 
diaries published on his Department website on a monthly basis.  [16916/20]

21/07/2020WRC00775The Taoiseach: I intend to publish my diary on the Department of the Taoiseach website 
on a quarterly basis.

21/07/2020WRC00800Departmental Functions

21/07/2020WRC0090049. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the divisional structure of his De-
partment [16917/20]

21/07/2020WRC01000The Taoiseach: The role of my Department is to assist my work as Taoiseach and the ef-
fective operation of Government. The Department’s staffing needs and structure are currently 
being reviewed in light of the priorities set out in the Programme for Government, including 
the range of Cabinet Committees outlined. A new Statement of Strategy setting out the strategic 
priorities of my Department will be finalised in line with statutory requirements before the end 
of the year.

My Department is currently structured around five main divisions:

-  International, EU and Northern Ireland Division;

-  Economic Division; 

-  Social Policy and Public Service Reform Division;

-  Government Secretariat, Protocol and General Division; and

-  Corporate Affairs Division.

The remainder of staff in my Department include those in Private Offices, Constituency Of-
fices, the Government Information Service and Internal Audit. 
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The Department engages with the formulation and implementation of government policy, 
particularly through the system of Cabinet Committees, through which it is currently playing 
a central role in co-ordinating the State’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, planning for 
Brexit and the development of proposals for a July Jobs Initiative.  

  Question No. 50 answered with Question No. 42.

21/07/2020WRC01200Office of the Attorney General

21/07/2020WRC0130051. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Taoiseach the discretionary allowances provided to the At-
torney General for staffing; the cost of such allowances; the number of staff who were employed 
by the previous Attorney General using such allowances; and if staff have been hired using such 
allowances by the incoming Attorney General. [17261/20]

21/07/2020WRC01400The Taoiseach: There are no discretionary allowances for staffing provided to the Attorney 
General. 

Miriam Dollard 087 6086785

Amanda Reilly 086 0809053

21/07/2020WRC01500Departmental Staff

21/07/2020WRC0160052. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Taoiseach the number of staff to be appointed to the 
policy and programme implementation unit of his Department; if the staff will be redeployed 
from within the Civil Service; and if new hires, the number. [17265/20]

21/07/2020WRC01700The Taoiseach: The Programme for Government sets out a number of reforms to be imple-
mented in order to ensure openness and constructive cooperation within government. These 
include the establishment of an Office of the Tánaiste and an Office of the Leader of the Green 
Party within the Department of the Taoiseach, located in Government Buildings. The Office of 
the Tánaiste will consist of a private office and a policy and programme implementation unit.

The purpose of these offices is to support both the Tánaiste and the Leader of the Green 
Party in the coordination and implementation of policy within Government. In particular, the 
policy and programme implementation unit will assist the Tánaiste in work relating to Cabinet, 
Cabinet Committees and oversight of the implementation of the Programme for Government. 
The details of the roles and staffing of these offices, staffing have not been finalised to date. To 
date three Civil Servants have been redeployed from within my own Department to the Tánaiste 
Private Office. Appointments to these offices will be made in line with the Public Service Man-
agement Act, 1997 and will be published in due course.

21/07/2020WRC01800Health and Safety Authority 

21/07/2020WRC0190053. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of whole-time equivalent inspectors employed by the Health and Safety 
Authority; his plans to recruit additional staff to the posts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17076/20]

21/07/2020WRC02000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): The Health and Safety Authority currently has 175.5 whole-time equivalent staff which 
is made up of staff in administration and inspector grades. Inspectors operate across all of 
the Health and Safety Authority’s statutory mandates covering occupational health and safety, 
chemicals and market surveillance of products. These inspectors may also be involved in either 
general inspection, specialist inspection or policy implementation at national, European and 
international level. 

The current inspector headcount in the Authority is 105.3 whole-time equivalents.  These 
inspectors operate on a regional basis throughout the country. To date in 2020, the Health and 
Safety Authority has recruited 7 Inspectors and there are currently 11 vacancies which it is in-
tending to fill in the coming months.

In relation to the Return to Work Safely Protocol 67 Health and Safety Authority inspectors 
are available to carry out Protocol related inspections. However, the Health and Safety Author-
ity inspectorate is being supplemented significantly by deploying other inspectors from across 
the system who already have an environmental health, agriculture or other workplace/busi-
ness inspection responsibilities. These resources are being drawn from the Workplace Relations 
Commission, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the cohort of Environ-
mental Health Officers. This has resulted in an additional 500 inspectors checking compliance 
with the Protocol as part of their normal inspection programme.

Separately, additional resources have been allocated by my Department to assist the Health 
and Safety Authority’s Workplace Contact Unit in providing advice and dealing with queries 
from employers, employees, safety representatives and others in relation to the Return to Work 
Safely Protocol. Additional resources for the Workplace Contact Unit are also being sourced 
through the Public Appointments Service.

The Health and Safety Authority will continue to review its inspection resources so that 
it can maximise numbers available to both check compliance with the Return to Work Safely 
Protocol and to also ensure that it can deliver on its overall mandate. 

21/07/2020WRC02100Workplace Relations Commission

21/07/2020WRC0220054. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the average length of time from referral to a hearing at the Workplace Relations 
Commission, WRC; his plans to recruit additional staff to deal with the backlog; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17077/20]

21/07/2020WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In June this year, the WRC reported a median time to a hearing of 3.5 months; this com-
pares with 4 months for the same period in 2019. The emergency measures introduced in an 
effort to stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus have imposed challenges on how to proceed 
with complaint adjudication in a fair and procedurally safe manner. This is likely to be reflected 
in median times later this year.

Nonetheless, the WRC, following a public consultation process, has put in place alternative 
options to provide an opportunity for parties to have complaints adjudicated by way of either 
written procedures or “virtual” hearings. 

My Department has always and will continue to provide full support to the WRC in the 
provision of staffing and resources to assist in addressing their workload. To this end, an open 
competition to recruit additional in-house adjudicators will be advertised by the Public Ap-
pointments Service in the coming weeks. In addition, an open competition to establish a further 
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panel of external adjudicators, to supplement the WRC’s adjudication capacity on a contract for 
services basis, will be advertised towards the end of the year. 

21/07/2020WRC02400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRC0250055. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the engagement he has had to date with workers representatives regarding the Co-
vid-19 recovery and the July stimulus package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17078/20]

21/07/2020WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Stimulus Package being announced by the Government is a culmination of work 
across a number of Government Departments . Each Government Department has carefully 
considered how the impact of COVID-19 along with associated economic challenges have af-
fected the sectors under their remits. As part of this, Departments will have engaged across a 
range of stakeholders especially sectoral representative organisations. The Departments have 
reflected on the inputs received, as well as their own analysis, and brought the conclusions of 
same for discussion centrally at the relevant Senior Officials Group.

As I have said before, the Stimulus Package must be broad in reach to assist the variety of 
businesses most affected. I have also noted that the package is on a continuum of Government 
measures and represents the next step in how we stabilise the business impact. I have underlined 
that in developing the stimulus package, we must look ahead to ensuring economic recovery. 
The National Economic Plan, to be developed in parallel with the next budget, will be crucial 
in this respect. It will go beyond the issue of business supports and set out a range of actions to 
be developed across Government to realise economic recovery. All Government Departments 
will have a role in achieving this ambition. In developing contributions to the National Eco-
nomic Plan, I would expect full engagement with stakeholders including worker representatives 
not only through fora such as the Labour Employer Economic Forum but bilaterally as well. 
Indeed, both I and my colleague Minister English have committed to meeting the unions to 
discuss a range of matters.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRC0265056. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if his attention has been drawn to situations in which a business pays rates to mul-
tiple local authorities under a single trading name; and if the qualification for the restart grant is 
based on the overall turnover nationally for the business (details supplied).  [17241/20]

21/07/2020WRC02675Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar) (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the terms and conditions of the current Restart Grant 
scheme and for further clarity, the qualifying criteria is essentially that the applicant business in 
its totality must not have more than 50 staff overall and have a maximum turnover of €5 million.  

A business with a number of stores in one Local Authority region or in several, that each has 
a rates bill, is eligible to apply for the equivalent of the 2019 rates bill for each store, subject 
currently to the maximum of €10k grant for each store.

In addition, the local authorities have been instructed to consider applications on a case-by-
case basis.  The Scheme also provides for an appeal to the relevant Local Authority within 7 
days of the the refusal of any application. 
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21/07/2020WRC02700Ministerial Responsibilities

21/07/2020WRC0280057. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the Minister with responsibility for the digital single market. [17359/20]

21/07/2020WRC02900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Mr Robert Troy, T.D., is the Minister of State for Trade Promotion, Digital and Company 
Regulation and will chair the Inter-Departmental Committee on the Digital Single Market.

The key focus of the Inter-Departmental Committee is on ensuring effective whole-of-Gov-
ernment engagement with the Digital Single Market agenda, particularly in terms of developing 
a coherent and coordinated approach to matters that cut across the responsibilities of individual 
Ministers, Departments and European Council formations. Relevant Ministers and Departments 
will continue to lead on the key files in their respective areas of responsibility. However, there is 
also acknowledgement that many of the files have cross-cutting implications.

The Inter-Departmental Committee on the Digital Single Market includes representatives 
from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI); Department of the Taoise-
ach; Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment; Department of Justice 
and Equality; Department of Finance; Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade; Department of Education and Skills; Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine; and Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.

21/07/2020WRC03000Health and Safety Authority 

21/07/2020WRC0310058. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if he has considered recommendations by an organisation (details supplied) to make 
Covid-19 notifiable to the Health and Safety Authority; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16544/20]

21/07/2020WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am aware of the views of ICTU concerning the requirements around the reporting of 
COVID-19 to the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and, indeed, I intend to meet ICTU soon.

Separately, I would like to advise the Deputy that COVID-19 has been included as a notifi-
able disease under the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2020. Any infectious dis-
ease pandemic is first and foremost a matter of public health for which a legal basis for report-
ing already exists under public health legislation. Notifiable infectious diseases are statutorily 
reportable under the Infectious Diseases Regulations 1981 to the Chief Medical Officer of the 
Department of Health for investigation and control. 

At present, under occupational safety and health legislation, employers are required to re-
port all workplace accidents that result in more than 3 days absence.  This requirement to report 
accidents does not apply to a person who suffers from a disease, occupational illness or any 
impairment of mental health in the workplace.

There are some considerations to take into account in relation to introducing the mandatory 
reporting occupational diseases and/or illnesses to the Health and Safety Authority.  These in-
clude the fact that many employers would not in a position to assess or attribute the diagnosis 
of an illness such as COVID-19 with any degree of reliability, to a particular workplace, since 
COVID-19 can be acquired in either a community or a workplace setting. Furthermore, it would 
also introduce an obligation on employees to provide detailed confidential medical information 
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to their employer which could be seen as contrary to the protection of an individual’s right to 
the privacy of such information.

However, I understand that the Board of the Health and Safety Authority has requested a 
review of the reporting obligations concerning infectious diseases in the context of employer 
obligations under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. The review will include 
consultation with a range of parties including the Department of Health and the State Claims 
Agency and will also examine if a proposed change can be achieved without increasing re-
porting requirements for employers outside the Health sector and can be aligned with GDPR 
requirements.  It will also look at the practices in other European Countries for the reporting 
of infectious diseases by employers.  The review should be complete in early September and I 
have asked that it also be submitted to my Department for consideration.

21/07/2020WRC03300Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRC0340059. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming 
Minister; the starting annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview pro-
cess was conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each 
adviser and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, in 
tabular form. [16556/20]

21/07/2020WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guide-
lines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval. 

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

21/07/2020WRC03600Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRC0370060. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if legislation or measures to prevent tactical insolvency will be implemented in or-
der to ensure that workers are better protected. [16591/20]

21/07/2020WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government has committed in the Programme for Government to:

-  Review whether the current legal provisions surrounding collective redundancies and the 
liquidation of companies effectively protect the rights of workers; 

-  Review the Companies Act with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities split-
ting their operations between trading and property with the result being the trading business 
(including the jobs) go into insolvency and the assets are taken out of the original business;

-  Examine the legal provision that pertains to any sale to a connected party following the 
insolvency of a company including who can object and the allowable grounds of an objection.

As part of its next Work Programme, I will be requesting the Company Law Review Group 
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to examine these Programme for Government commitments. 

Any changes to legislation must be pursued in a manner that guards against unintended con-
sequences, particularly for affected stakeholders such as creditors, employees, other companies 
and the State. For example, I am mindful that other companies could include small suppliers 
who might go to the wall should debts owing to them remain unpaid.

Under the Companies Act 2014, if a company wants to initiate a liquidation while insol-
vent, it cannot do so via a voluntary liquidation. Insolvency and the inability to pay debts are 
both defined concepts under the Companies Act 2014 - a company cannot merely assert that it 
is insolvent. It must apply to and be supervised by the High Court. This helps ensure that the 
system is not abused to the detriment of creditors including employees. Indeed, the Companies 
Act provides a range of safeguards to prevent abuse of the liquidation process and protect the 
interests of workers and other creditors of a company. 

Provisions already exist under the Act to reverse the impact of certain improper actions prior 
to insolvency. For example, section 608 provides for liquidators or creditors of an insolvent 
company in appropriate cases to obtain a court power to order the return of assets which have 
been improperly transferred. Section 599 concerns how a related company may be required to 
contribute to the payment of debts owed by the company being wound up. Such statutory provi-
sions and the associated civil and criminal penalties also provide an important deterrent effect.

Furthermore, the liquidator of an insolvent company must report to the Office of the Direc-
tor of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) on the company’s demise and must also apply to the 
High Court for the restriction of each of the directors of the company, unless relieved of that 
obligation by the ODCE.

Turning to the protection of employees, the Protection of Employment Act 1977 imposes 
a number of obligations on employers who are proposing collective redundancies, including 
official notification to the relevant Minister and a thirty day consultation period to allow em-
ployee representatives adequate opportunity to consider the employer’s proposals and to make 
constructive proposals in response. While this legislation is currently the responsibility of my 
colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection, it will shortly transfer to 
my Department as part of a wider transfer of functions Order.

In relation to redundancy entitlements, it is the responsibility of the employer in the first 
instance to pay statutory redundancy and other wage related entitlements to eligible employees. 
However, the Social Insurance Fund, under the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection provides an important safety net for employees in situations where the employer 
cannot pay statutory redundancy due to financial difficulties or insolvency. 

21/07/2020WRC03900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRC0400061. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the reason businesses that do not operate from commercially rateable premises such 
as tradesmen, service providers and so on are not eligible for the restart grant for small and 
microbusinesses affected by Covid-19; the grounds this decision is based on; the financial sup-
ports which will be provided to these business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16657/20]

21/07/2020WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant was launched on 22 May 2020 and is a critically important tool to sup-
port small businesses to reopen their doors and get back on their feet. The scheme was devised 
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in recognition of the fact that micro and small businesses were and are particularly vulnerable 
to the economic effects of COVID19.

The Restart Grant is just one part of a wider assistance package for business and for firms 
of all sizes, which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment 
for the self-employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax li-
abilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. The reason the scheme was 
linked to rate-paying businesses was that it was clear from the rate-payer databases within local 
authorities that this would make it possible to assist a very large number of small and micro-
enterprises within a short period of time and with a minimum of bureaucracy. 

We will be bringing forward an ambitious July Stimulus package in the coming days, which 
will include a range of measures to help SMEs across the range of sizes and sectors. 

Currently, any business (Sole Trader, Partnership or Limited Company) with less than 10 
full time employees and annual turnover of up to €2m may apply to Microfinance Ireland for 
funding from €5,000 – €50,000 where the business is not in a position to avail of finance from 
Banks and other commercial lending providers. The loan incurs 0% interest for the first six 
months and Zero repayments.  Thereafter a reduced interest rate of 4.5% APR applies to loans 
applied for through the Local Enterprise Office. 

 All COVID19 Business Schemes are under constant review in terms of the evolving situa-
tion and will be adapted as circumstances dictate, including adaptations to the phased opening 
of our economy. In that regard, I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to work with my 
colleagues across Government and all stakeholders to examine how best to further assist busi-
nesses impacted by Covid-19 as part of the forthcoming Jobs Recovery Plan.  

Full details on all COVID19 measures for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/
What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.  

21/07/2020WRC04200Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRC0430062. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiar-
ies by his Department and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 
14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16835/20]

21/07/2020WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department complies with guidance from the Office of Government Procurement 
when seeking to enter into contracts for the procurement of goods, works or services and ad-
heres to best practice in the application of public procurement rules in relation to the purchase 
of goods and services. 

Details of the value of contracts awarded to the company in question, and its subsidiaries, 
by my Department and the agencies under its aegis from 1st January 2016 to 14th July 2020 are 
set out in the attached tables.

2016
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Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and 
Innovation

Aramark Catering Services €184.27

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Aramark Catering Services €30,077.87

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

Aramark Facilities Mainte-
nance and Manage-
ment Services

€420,023

Enterprise Ireland Aramark Facilities Manage-
ment Services

€1,145,000

IDA Ireland Aramark Estate Management €150,166
IDA Ireland Aramark Open Market Valu-

ation
€5,000

2017

Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Aramark Catering Services €24,659.19

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Campbell Catering 
Ltd

Catering Services €3,510.71

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

Aramark Facilities Mainte-
nance and Manage-
ment Services

€23,978

Enterprise Ireland Campbell Catering 
Ltd

Catering and Hos-
pitality Services (2 
year contract)

€638,000

IDA Ireland Aramark Estate Management 
(4 year contract)

€928,000

IDA Ireland Aramark Property Measure-
ment

€4,250

IDA Ireland Aramark Property Measure-
ment

€4,250

 2018

Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and 
Innovation

Aramark Catering Services €326.95

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Aramark Catering Services €29,303.82

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

Aramark Facilities Mainte-
nance and Manage-
ment Services

€4,920
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Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

IDA Ireland Aramark Facilities Manage-
ment

€881,246

IDA Ireland Aramark Property Measure-
ment

€4,950

IDA Ireland Aramark Property Measure-
ment

€4,950

2019 

Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and 
Innovation

Aramark Catering Services €5,870.20

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Aramark Catering Services €34,446.97

Health and Safety 
Authority

Aramark Catering Services €127.35

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

Aramark Facilities Mainte-
nance and Manage-
ment Services

€1,484

Enterprise Ireland Aramark Catering and Hos-
pitality Services (2 
year contract)

€657,600

IDA Ireland Aramark Catering Services (4 
year contract) 

€1,509,859

IDA Ireland Aramark Property valuation €1,400
IDA Ireland Aramark Property Valuation €850
2020 (up to 14th July)

Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

Science Foundation 
Ireland

Aramark Catering Services €5,562.78

Health and Safety 
Authority

Aramark Provision of profes-
sional services to the 
Health and Safety 
Authority in relation 
to the rent review 
and subsequent arbi-
tration of the rent for 
one of the Author-
ity’s field offices.

€4,793.45

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

Aramark Facilities Mainte-
nance and Manage-
ment Services

€510

IDA Ireland Aramark Estate Management €238,762
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Department or 
Agency

Company Details of Contract Value of Contract

IDA Ireland Aramark Handover costs €4,880
IDA Ireland Aramark Review of service 

charge apportion-
ments

€4,875

21/07/2020WRC04500Enterprise Support Services

21/07/2020WRC0460063. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if urgent consideration will be given to the requests of a federation (details supplied) 
for specific supports for a sector in view of its importance for employment in counties Cavan 
and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16987/20]

21/07/2020WRC04700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As stated in the Programme for Government, we will bring forward a Jobs Stimulus 
very shortly to boost our economy and help to maintain and restore employment. It will be of 
a scale to meet the challenge. Helping our SMEs is central to this, given their pivotal role in 
the economy and employment. This July Stimulus will extend, enhance and add to the existing 
actions for COVID-19 impacted businesses already announced.

In that regard, the effectiveness of the Restart Grant which was launched on 22 May 2020 
and has proven to be a critically important tool to support small businesses to reopen their doors 
and get back on their feet, is being reviewed and that assessment will input into the Govern-
ment’s considerations for the soon to be announced Stimulus package.  

Indeed, all supports are currently being reviewed and assistance in the form of grants, in-
cluding in preparation for Brexit, will be considered.  

Regarding any further targeted supports specifically aimed at the travel and tourism sectors, 
I welcome the recent establishment of a dedicated Tourism Recovery Taskforce, made up of 
leaders from varying sections of the industry, who will work together to deal with the many 
challenges ahead in a dynamic and innovative manner.  It has been tasked with identifying 
measures required to enable Irish tourism to recover from the devastating effects of COVID19.

21/07/2020WRC04800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRC0490064. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation when the Covid-19 online retail scheme which offers grants to small businesses to 
help enhance their online sales capabilities will reopen. [17063/20]

21/07/2020WRC05000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation I am acutely aware that 
COVID-19 has brought particular challenges for retailers - large and small, across the country.  
Trading online is a very important route for retail businesses to grow and improve their business 
in the current crisis and will be an important element in their recovery over the longer term.

The objective of the COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme - a competitive scheme, administered 
on my Department’s behalf by Enterprise Ireland, is to support companies in the indigenous 
retail sector who have already started an online journey, to further enhance and strengthen their 
online presence, which will have the most immediate impact enabling them to respond to both 
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domestic and international consumer demand with a competitive online offer. 

My Department proposed this Scheme in response to the COVID-19 crisis and the urgent 
need for retail companies to achieve a step change in online capability. Applicant companies 
must be an indigenous retailer, employing 10 or more people, have an existing online presence 
(e.g. website or social media), and have a retail outlet through which they derive the majority 
of their revenue.

The Scheme was launched with an initial fund size of €2m. Due to significant levels of 
interest for the Scheme from eligible retailers and the particular challenges facing the retail 
sector during the pandemic, the funding available was increased. On the 2 July 2020, I was 
pleased to announce that 183 retailers have been approved for €6.5m in funding as part of the 
scheme. They will receive funding of between €10,000 and €40,000 and the average size of 
grants awarded under the first Call was €35,500. The grant is calculated at a maximum of 80% 
of company expenditure of up to €40,000 incurred by the successful applicants. The 183 retail-
ers awarded funding operate across a broad spectrum of sectors and almost three quarters are 
located outside Dublin. 

A further call under the Scheme will be issued by Enterprise Ireland over the coming weeks.

Further details on this Scheme are available at 

www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/funding-supports/online-retail/online-retail-scheme/on-
line-retail-scheme.html.

The Deputy may be aware that there has also been a major expansion of the Trading Online 
Voucher Scheme to help small and micro enterprises, with no more than 10 employees, includ-
ing those in the retail sector, to get online quickly.

The Trading Online Voucher Scheme is being expanded by €14.2m after the Local Enter-
prise Offices received 3 years’ worth of applications in 3 months following the outbreak of 
COVID-19 in Ireland. Following a previous expansion of the Scheme in early April, total ad-
ditional funding for the Scheme is now almost €20m in 2020.

Under the Scheme, small businesses can claim up to €5,000 in two vouchers worth €2,500 
each. The Scheme also facilitates subscriptions to low-cost online retailing platform solutions 
to quickly establish a retailing presence online. 

I am committed to supporting the needs of the retail sector in developing their online capa-
bility and enhancing their competitiveness and will continue to review supports in this particu-
lar area, working with the industry through the Retail Forum.  

21/07/2020WRC05100Food Prices

21/07/2020WRC0520065. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation his plans to ban below-cost selling for fresh foods; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17092/20]

21/07/2020WRC05300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I have no legislative power to impose a ban on below-cost selling of any grocery good. 
The Restrictive Practices (Groceries) Order 1987 was revoked by section 4 of the Competition 
(Amendment) Act 2006 (No. 4 of 2006) because the Order was considered to be anti-compet-
itive and therefore not in the best interests of consumers. Relationships between suppliers and 
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buyers are based on commercial considerations and prices are determined through hard negotia-
tions which is in the best interests of consumers. 

Matters relating to food policy are the responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.

21/07/2020WRC05400Small and Medium Enterprises

21/07/2020WRC0550066. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation when a start-up grant will be available for a company (details supplied). [17133/20]

21/07/2020WRC05600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The company in question made an application for Restart Grant funding to Fingal County 
Council.  

It is my understanding that the applicant was informed that they were being awarded a grant 
on the 14th July 2020, with grant funds scheduled to be transferred to their bank account on 
17th July 2020.

21/07/2020WRC05700Employment Rights

21/07/2020WRC0580067. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation further to Parliamentary Questions on 14 July 2020, the reason for his refusal to 
agree to bring forward new legislation to protect the pay and conditions of workers affected 
by the recently struck down sectoral employment order; and his advice to new entrant work-
ers and workers moving between employers whose pay and conditions are now under threat. 
[17144/20]

21/07/2020WRC05900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As set out in the House on July 9th and again on 14th, following discussion with Minister 
English and consultation with the Attorney General, it has been decided to appeal the High 
Court decision which maintains that the legislative framework governing the SEO process is 
unconstitutional because it delegates law making powers to others outside the legislature. 

We have compelling grounds to appeal the ruling. The outcome of the Appeal will provide 
the legislative certainty that is required for us to secure robust and compliant wage setting 
mechanisms in law. It is premature to address this is issue by way of legislation.

This is an area of legislation that has proven very litigious over the past fifteen years. The 
Industrial Relations Act 2015 was a major piece of legislation that sought to deal with the 
important constitutional issues in question. I am hopeful that the appeal will confirm that the 
Oireachtas got it right in 2015.

21/07/2020WRD00200Court Judgments

21/07/2020WRD0030068. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if he will provide details of the appeal of the High Court judgement which recently 
struck down sectoral employment orders; and when the case will be concluded. [17145/20]

21/07/2020WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): Mr. Justice Garrett Simons informed the parties on July 14th that he was agreeable to an 
extension of time to 24th July with regard to the matter of settling of the Orders that will give 
effect to his Ruling. It is expected that parties will appear before the judge on this matter soon 
thereafter.

The Government has 28 days from the date when the Orders giving effect to the High Court 
ruling are issued to lodge its Appeals. Appeals will be lodged with the Court of Appeal and the 
Supreme Court.

As it is before the Courts, it is not possible at this time to estimate when the matter will 
be concluded. The State will be requesting an expedited hearing as the matter is of significant 
public interest.

21/07/2020WRD00500Ministerial Meetings

21/07/2020WRD0060069. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation if he will provide details of the date and time for a meeting between him, his officials 
and workers (details supplied) following his agreement to meet with them during Parliamentary 
Questions on 14 July 2020. [17146/20]

21/07/2020WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I intend to meet with representatives of the workers concerned very shortly.

21/07/2020WRD00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRD0090070. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation his views on whether the interest rates under the Covid-19 credit guarantee scheme 
are too high; his further views on the definition of fair interest rates for businesses under the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17147/20]

21/07/2020WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The new €2 billion COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme announced by Government 
forms a major component of the Government’s strategy to aid SMEs in these difficult times by 
providing critical support to ensure businesses are facilitated in having access to credit facilities 
to assist a return to a more regular trading environment.  

It is a further development of the existing Credit Guarantee Scheme and will initially be 
available through the current finance providers Allied Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Ulster 
Bank Ireland. 

The Scheme will provide an 80% guarantee on lending until the end of this year, for terms of 
up to 6 years and will offer a range of lending products between €10,000 and €1 million includ-
ing overdrafts, working capital and term loan facilities.  

The key feature of the Scheme is that it will ensure the provision of liquidity to businesses 
by leveraging the strong relationship between banks and their customers all over the country.

A distinction must be made between the current Credit Guarantee Scheme whereby banks 
offer loans at their normal market rates and the new COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme 
which, due to the increased size of the guarantee as a result of the removal of the portfolio cap, 
is expected to provide interest rates at below market rates. 
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I met the CEOs of the three participating banks last week and stressed the need for interest 
rates to reflect the level of the State-backed guarantee being provided, with an 80% guarantee 
on individual loans and the removal of the portfolio cap.  

In addition, I also stressed the need for them to ensure that this Scheme is implemented in 
an efficient and effective manner to ensure that this badly needed finance is quickly made avail-
able to businesses.  

Officials from my Department and from the Department of Finance and Department of Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine along with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland continue 
to engage with finance providers in relation to the specific terms and conditions of the Scheme.  

The legislation in relation to the Scheme is expected to go through the Oireachtas this week, 
allowing for its swift enactment.  

21/07/2020WRD01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRD0120071. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation his views on whether injections of liquidity through grants are an integral part of the 
recovery from Covid-19 for microbusinesses, SMEs and family businesses; and if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that many such businesses are afraid to take on new debt through 
loans. [17148/20]

21/07/2020WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As stated in the Programme for Government, we are bringing forward a Jobs Stimulus 
shortly to boost our economy and help restore employment. This July Stimulus will extend, en-
hance and add to the existing measures for COVID-19 impacted businesses already announced.

The Restart Grant was launched on 22 May 2020 and is a critically important tool to sup-
port small businesses to reopen their doors and get back on their feet. Grant payments available 
range from a minimum of €2,000 up to €10,000 available. The scheme was devised in recog-
nition of the fact that micro and small businesses were and are particularly vulnerable to the 
economic effects of COVID-19.

The Restart Grant is just one part of a wider assistance package for business and for firms 
of all sizes, which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment 
for the self-employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax 
liabilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs.

The July Stimulus Package will help all firms with costs incurred during lockdown and in 
re-opening.  All COVID-19 Business Schemes are under constant review in terms of the evolv-
ing situation and will be adapted as circumstances dictate, including adaptations to the phased 
opening of our economy. 

I look forward to announcing the details of the July Stimulus Package with the Taoiseach 
shortly.

21/07/2020WRD01400Employment Rights

21/07/2020WRD0150072. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation further to Parliamentary Question No. 29 of 14 July 2020, the way in which migrant 
workers who do not hold valid permits can access the Workplace Relations Commission, WRC, 
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in view of a recent court case which found the definition of civil proceedings in one particular 
case excluded the findings of the WRC and Labour Court; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17234/20]

21/07/2020WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Employment rights are largely created by statute. The scope of such statutes extends to 
‘workers’ who have valid contracts of employment with an employer.

The current legal situation is that non-EEA persons who do not have an entitlement to work 
in this jurisdiction, i.e. they do not hold a valid employment permit or a residency visa which 
allows for work in limited circumstances, must rely on the ordinary courts for contract enforce-
ment matters. Section 2B of the Employment Permits Acts 2003-2014 provides for a common 
law remedy for situations whereby, legally speaking, there is no enforceable contract between 
the employer and the employee. 

The WRC and the Labour Court are quasi-judicial bodies.  They must act strictly within the 
statutory functions that have been prescribed to them by the Oireachtas. The jurisdiction in rela-
tion to employment rights relates to matters where there is a valid contract only. To extend this 
jurisdiction of such bodies without careful consideration could result in such bodies acting “in 
the administration of justice”, a function exclusively assigned to the ordinary courts.  

21/07/2020WRD01700Departmental Staff

21/07/2020WRD0180073. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the number of staff to be appointed to the policy and programme implementation 
unit of his Department; if the staff will be redeployed from within the civil service; and if new 
hires, the number. [17266/20]

21/07/2020WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Programme for Government sets out a number of reforms to be implemented in order 
to ensure openness and constructive cooperation within government. These include the estab-
lishment of an Office of the Tánaiste and an Office of the Leader of the Green Party within the 
Department of the Taoiseach, located in Government Buildings. The Office of the Tánaiste will 
consist of a private office and a policy and programme implementation unit.

 The purpose of these offices is to support both the Tánaiste and the Leader of the Green 
Party in the coordination and implementation of policy within Government. In particular, the 
policy and programme implementation unit will assist the Tánaiste in work relating to Cabinet, 
Cabinet Committees and oversight of the implementation of the Programme for Government. 
The details of the roles and staffing of these offices, has to date not been finalised. As of today, 
three Civil Servants have been redeployed from within the Department of Taoiseach to the 
Tánaiste Private Office. Appointments to these offices will be made in line with the Public Ser-
vice Management Act, 1997 and will be published in due course.

21/07/2020WRD02000Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRD0210074. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the special advisers he has appointed to his Department and his office established 
within the Department of An Taoiseach; and the public sector salary grade applied to each. 
[17268/20]
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21/07/2020WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guide-
lines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval. 

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval. At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. 

21/07/2020WRD02225Ministerial Staff

21/07/2020WRD0225075. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the aides-de-camp appointed to the Office of the Tánaiste from 2007 to 2019 and to 
date in 2020, in tabular form..  [17270/20]

21/07/2020WRD02275Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar) (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As a constitutional appointment as Tánaiste I am required to act 
in place of the Taoiseach during his temporary absence.

Under the Partnership Government, there is a plan in place to facilitate a rotating Taoiseach. 
The current Taoiseach will become Tánaiste and vice versa. Furthermore, the Taoiseach and I as 
Tánaiste will both be conducting a number of public roles including State occasions.

Consequently I will retain an aide-de-camp in order to fulfil the greater level of representa-
tion at public functions and other duties. The aide-de-camp will be a serving officer of the Per-
manent Defence Force and will hold the rank of Captain. The appointment will be made from 
within the existing establishment for Officers of that rank and will incur no extra cost.

The proposed tenure of this position will be for the duration of this Government.

Having consulted with the Department of Defence I understand that aide-de-camp appoint-
ments have not been made by previous Tánaistí including during the period in question.

21/07/2020WRD02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRD0240076. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of applications received to date by county for the restart grant, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17322/20]

21/07/2020WRD0250077. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the amount of funding issued to individual businesses for the restart grant by county, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17325/20]

21/07/2020WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 76 and 77 together.

The Restart Grant scheme is just one part of the wider €12bn suite of measures for firms 
of all sizes, which includes grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred 
tax liabilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. This package is a 
significant step-up in assistance available for all businesses in all sectors at this very difficult 
time. The measures have been developed to meet the varying needs of Irish enterprise and they 
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are very specifically targeted by size, sector and need and are targeted at vulnerable but viable 
companies.

As of 17 July 2020, the Restart Grant scheme has received a total of 42, 766 applications 
across 31 local authorities nationwide. A total sum of €115,271,677 has been disbursed to busi-
nesses, with a further €12,761,690 approved and pending payment.

The table below contains the specific breakdown as requested by the Deputy:

LOCAL AUTHOR-
ITY

NUMBER APPLI-
CATIONS PAID

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF APPLICA-
TIONS

VALUE APPLICA-
TIONS PAID €

TOTAL VALUE 
APPLICATIONS €

Carlow 315 499 €1,247,279 €1,814,506
Cavan 439 790 €1,429,119 €2,297,371
Clare 869 1172 €3,182,960 €3,721,974
Cork City 1137 2606 €5,446,712 €9,914,778
Cork County 1740 3026 €5,983,527 €9,514,201
Donegal 836 1560 €3,406,808 €4,729,208
Dublin City 2671 5166 €14,261,525 €19,901,191
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

386 1237 €2,147,513 €6,053,954

Fingal 1112 1661 €5,642,285 €7,158,913
Galway City 937 1210 €4,802,949 €4,981,761
Galway County 1109 1609 €3,803,567 €3,995,786
Kerry 1223 1877 €4,935,190 €6,064,198
Kildare 1013 1253 €4,372,570 €4,735,863
Kilkenny 709 920 €2,566,843 €2,887,507
Laois 369 497 €1,228,491 €1,463,468
Leitrim 307 352 €874,850 €907,672
Limerick 1400 1760 €5,913,865 €6,530,346
Longford 383 467 €1,204,907 €1,390,999
Louth 795 1454 €3,502,208 €4,594,068
Mayo 1338 1589 €4,573,808 €4,937,232
Meath 1130 1276 €4,345,982 €4,591,254
Monaghan 670 750 €2,234,692 €2,376,277
Offaly 455 631 €1,448,335 €1,802,006
Roscommon 477 512 €1,524,171 €1,606,254
Sligo 540 605 €1,896,425 €2,050,327
South Dublin 821 1894 €4,688,759 €6,555,148
Tipperary 1320 1674 €4,249,414 €5,107,078
Waterford 820 1120 €3,398,421 €3,976,670
Westmeath 767 876 €2,560,286 €2,773,094
Wexford 1375 1600 €5,314,889 €5,712,292
Wicklow 821 1123 €3,083,327 €3,832,959
GRAND TOTALS 28,284 42,766 €115,271,677 €147,978,355

21/07/2020WRD02800Departmental Funding

21/07/2020WRD0290078. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation the funds received by a company (details supplied) from the enterprise agencies 
under his remit in 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[17421/20]

21/07/2020WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Enterprise Ireland is an agency of my Department with responsibility for the development 
and growth of Irish enterprises in world markets. It provides a particular suite of supports aimed 
at developing High Potential Start-Up (HPSU) Companies with the potential to develop an in-
novative product or service for sale on international markets and the potential to create 10 jobs 
and €1m in sales within 3 years of starting up.

Xerotech is an Enterprise Ireland HPSU client company and is an exciting new electric 
vehicle battery technology company in Galway.  The core technology underpinning Xerotech’s 
products is a thermal management system for batteries in electrical vehicles and other sectors 
utilising rechargeable Li-Ion battery packs, such as robotics.

Enterprise Ireland has paid €518,035 to Xerotech Ltd in 2019 and in 2020 to date.

21/07/2020WRD03100Trading Online Voucher Scheme

21/07/2020WRD0320079. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the eligibility terms and conditions applicable for businesses that apply from 7 April 
to 30 September 2020 in relation to the local enterprise office trading online voucher scheme. 
[17064/20]

21/07/2020WRD03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Trading Online Voucher Scheme is managed by my Department and delivered 
nationwide in partnership with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, the De-
partment of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht, Enterprise Ireland, the 31 
Local Enterprise Offices and Údarás na Gaeltachta. The Scheme offers advice and peer-to-peer 
support  and a grant of up to €2,500 to help small and micro-businesses to develop their ecom-
merce capability.  

The Scheme was launched nationally in mid-2014. By end 2019, some 6,400 small and 
micro businesses had completed, or were in the process of completing their trading online proj-
ects. In addition, 19,000 or so business owners-managers had benefitted from advice and peer-
to-peer support through their participation in the information seminars delivered by the Local 
Enterprise Offices under the Scheme.

In response to Covid-19, funding for the Scheme in 2020 was increased from €2.3m to 
€19.8m, and new flexibilities were introduced including reducing the requirement for co-fund-
ing from 50% to 10% and allowing businesses to apply for a second voucher of up to €2,500 
where they have successfully utilised their first one.

Small and micro-businesses with the following profile are eligible to apply for a voucher 
under the Scheme:

-  Limited or no Online Trading presence;

-  10 or less employees;

-  Turnover less than €2m;

-  The applicant business has  been trading for at least 6 months; and

-  The applicant business is located in the area covered by the LEO to whom they make their 
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application

The principal terms of the Scheme are as follows:

-  Vouchers will be available to a maximum value of €2,500 or 90% of eligible costs, which-
ever is the lesser; 

-  Voucher approval must be gained prior to incurring any cost;

-  Only third party costs will be considered;

-  Claims can be made in either one or two instalments, and only made in respect of actual 
work completed;

-  All applications must be accompanied by quotes from three suppliers for the project.

Vouchers can be used for:

-  IT consultation;

-  Development or upgrade of an e-commerce website;

-  Implementing Online payments or booking systems;

-  Purchase of Internet related software;

-  Developing an app or multiplatform webpages;

-  Development of a digital marketing strategy;

-  Implementing a digital marketing strategy;

-  Skills development specifically to establish and manage an online trading activity;

-  Subscriptions to low cost online retail platform solutions, which would allow applicants 
to quickly establish a retailing presence online;

-  Limited purchase of online advertising; and

-  Limited purchase of professional photography.

Selection of successful applicants is based on the following criteria: 

-  Eligibility for scheme;

-  Value added potential; 

-  Export potential; 

-  Job creation potential; 

-  How will the project aid the business during the COVID-19 Pandemic; and

-  Financial sustainability.  

The following are ineligible under the Scheme:

-  Companies with charitable status, commercial semi-state companies, trade associations 
and company representation bodies; 
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-  “Not for profit” and social entrepreneurship applicants unless they operate in a commer-
cial domain;

-  Professional services specialising in IT type services who are already capable of trading 
online using existing in-house systems;

-  Conferences and Seminars;

-  Projects which are contrary to public policy;

-  Duplication of support for projects which would be eligible for assistance from other State 
Agencies or EU funded Operational Programmes;

-  Projects deemed to be capable of proceeding in any event without Scheme assistance;

-  Projects essentially comprising importation and distribution; and

-  Development of brochure websites.

21/07/2020WRD03400Fisheries Protection

21/07/2020WRD0350080. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will provide figures as to the current eel population here; the number that 
are killed annually by county, in tabular form: if he will review the current outright ban on eel 
fishing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17170/20]

21/07/2020WRD0360081. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of eel fishing here; if he will provide details of the eel management plan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17171/20]

21/07/2020WRD03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 81 together.  

Following a comprehensive public consultation process, Ireland introduced its Eel Manage-
ment Plan (EMP), which was approved by the European Commission under EU Regulation 
1100/2007 in 2009. In setting out its EMP, Ireland followed the objective of the Regulation 
to ensure that escapement of eels to the sea should be at 40% relative to “pristine conditions” 
(those pertaining in the early 1980s). 

The measures in the EMP include closure of the eel fishery and the internal market. In ac-
cordance with the EU Regulation, the plan and its measures have already been comprehensively 
reviewed in 2012, 2015 and 2018 when further public consultation was undertaken. All three 
reports are available on the website of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) www.fisheriesireland.ie. 
Further reviews will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the Regulation.

Taken cumulatively over the period 2009-2018, the reports indicate a relatively positive 
impact on stocks of both silver and yellow eels in the early part of the period but a continued 
decline by the time of the 2018 report. However, given the very long maturation period of each 
generation of eels in Irish waters, the impact of the very low annual recruitment of juvenile eels 
for more than 25 years means that recovery of the stock will only be sustained over the long 
term by commitment to consistent and equally long term management measures. The European 
eel is a panmithic stock - a single stock across the entire continent - which spawns in the Sar-
gasso Sea before arriving into European rivers and lakes. Its distribution, including into Ireland, 
is naturally random. 
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The species is on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (ICUN) red list 
of endangered species. The very latest advice is that anthropogenic mortality should be kept 
at zero or as close to zero as possible. In line with international scientific advice the fishery in 
Ireland remains closed and there is a prohibition in legislation on issuing licences. No harvest 
of eels permitted and I have no plans to change this position. 

21/07/2020WRD03900Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRD0400082. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becom-
ing Minister; the starting annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview 
process was conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to 
each adviser and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, 
in tabular form. [16558/20]

21/07/2020WRD04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.   

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned John McDonald; Paul Kenny, and Margaret Ward to work 
with me as Special Advisers and that they will be formally appointed by the Government once 
the Guidelines have been approved.

21/07/2020WRD04200Electric Vehicles

21/07/2020WRD0430083. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the estimated cost in 2021 if the budget for the electric vehicle home charger grant 
scheme is increased by 20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16612/20]

21/07/2020WRD04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant scheme supports the cost of installing a home 
charger up to a maximum of €600 for buyers of both new and second-hand EVs. As part of Bud-
get 2020, €4 million was allocated to the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant Scheme. If this 
allocation were to be increased by 20% in Budget 2021, the cost of the scheme would be €4.8 
million. The issue of future funding will be considered as part of the Estimates 2021 process. 

21/07/2020WRD04500Waste Management

21/07/2020WRD0460084. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the introduction of a deposit and return scheme to encourage persons 
to return plastic and glass bottles to shops or commercial companies in order to reduce waste, 
increase reuse of plastics and glass and promote the circular economy. [16628/20]

21/07/2020WRD0470087. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce a refundable deposit scheme for purchases of plastic bottles 
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to encourage recycling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16737/20]

21/07/2020WRD0480094. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to introduce a deposit and return scheme for beverage containers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16939/20]

21/07/2020WRD04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84, 87 and 94 together. 

I am determined to reduce the excessive use of plastics in Ireland and to increase general 
recycling rates to ensure we meet or exceed all EU targets. I will shortly be bringing forward 
an ambitious new Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy which will include a range of 
specific measures to reform and strengthen how we manage our waste with particular emphasis 
on single use plastics and packaging. The Action Plan will set out a clear roadmap for the in-
troduction of a Deposit and Return Scheme for plastic bottles and aluminium cans, in line with 
the commitment set out in the Programme for Government. As a first step in this process I will 
initiate a public consultation on design options for a Deposit and Return Scheme in the Autumn.  

21/07/2020WRD05000Post Office Network

21/07/2020WRD0510085. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is committed to an annual public service obligation for the post office net-
work; if he will include same in Budget 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16675/20]

21/07/2020WRD05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Programme for Government recognises that a modernised post office network will 
provide a better range of financial services and e-commerce services for citizens and enterprise, 
as part of our commitment to a sustainable nationwide post office network.  

Government remains fully committed to a sustainable post office network as a key compo-
nent of the economic and social infrastructure in both rural and urban areas.  An Post’s social 
value has been particularly evident during the current Covid crisis.

In response to the structural challenges facing the postal sector generally and An Post, the 
company put in place a Strategic Plan for the medium-long term future of the company. The 
Plan covers the period 2017 – 2021. In order to implement the Plan, the cost of which was es-
timated to be in the region of €150m, the Minister for Finance provided a loan of €30m to the 
company in December 2017 to support the renewal of the post office network (€15m) and the 
continued fulfilment of a 5 day per week mails delivery service (€15m). An Post is continuing 
to undergo vital transformation as part of the delivery of this plan.

The issue of introducing a Public Service Obligation (PSO) has been raised previously but 
it is longstanding Government policy that postal services will not be directly subsidised by 
Government. Successive Governments have also held this view.

21/07/2020WRD05300Fuel Allowance

21/07/2020WRD0540086. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of planned changes which he is preparing with regard to the SEAI scheme 
for those in receipt of a fuel allowance payment. [16719/20]
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21/07/2020WRD05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range 
of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy 
poverty. To date over 142,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving 
the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level. The Warmer Homes 
Scheme budget allocation for 2020 is €52.8 million - a record level of funding for this scheme.  

The Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing ways to better target current energy poverty 
schemes, such as the Warmer Homes Scheme, to those most in need.  Recommendations in rela-
tion to the implementation of changes to the scheme will be finalised shortly.

More generally the Programme for Government commits to assigning some of the increased 
carbon tax receipts over the next decade  to the establishment of a €5 billion fund for a so-
cially progressive national retrofitting programme targeting all homes but with a particular 
emphasis on the Midlands region and on social and low-income tenancies. 

  Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 84.

21/07/2020WRD05700National Broadband Plan

21/07/2020WRD0580088. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment further to Parliamentary Question No. 931 of 20 May 2020, if the total of €40,427,264, 
including VAT, referred to includes internal staff costs or just external costs. [16744/20]

21/07/2020WRD05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The figure of €40,427,264 including VAT referred to in my reply to the Parliamentary 
Question relates to expenditure on specialist external adviser firms on the NBP over the past 
five years and the first payment to National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under the NBP contract.  

The figure does not include the cost of Department staff working on the project. My De-
partment publishes salary and other administration related costs for the Department, on a pro-
gramme basis, in the annual Estimates and in the Appropriation Account.

21/07/2020WRE00200Better Energy Homes Scheme

21/07/2020WRE0030089. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the better energy warmer homes scheme is still open; and if so, the amount of 
its budget allocation that remains. [16745/20]

21/07/2020WRE0040090. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the better energy homes programme is still open; and if so, the amount of its 
budget allocation that remains. [16746/20]

21/07/2020WRE0050091. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if the community areas housing efficiency strand is still open; and if so, the amount 
of its budget allocation that remains. [16747/20]

21/07/2020WRE00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89, 90 and 91 together. 

My Department funds a number of grant schemes to help homeowners to improve the en-



Questions - Written Answers

40

ergy efficiency of their properties. These schemes are administered by the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Since 2000, approximately 400,000 homeowners have upgraded 
their homes with support from these schemes. This has resulted in warmer, healthier and more 
comfortable homes that are easier to heat and light. Funding of approximately €121 million has 
been allocated for home and community energy efficiency schemes and the solar PV scheme 
in 2020.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. The scheme is open and 
applications can be made through SEAI. The budget allocation for 2020 is €52.8 million - a 
record level of funding for this scheme.  Expenditure under this scheme is lower than the level 
projected at the start of the year due to the impact of Covid-19 related restrictions which meant 
that activity was paused for a number of weeks.  A total of €10 million has been spent or is cur-
rently under audit and due to be paid, leaving a budget of €43 million for the remainder of the 
year.  Of the remaining budget, works with a value of €20.3 million have already been allocated 
to contractors. 

The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides a financial incentive to private homeowners 
who wish to improve the energy performance of their home. Fixed grants covering approxi-
mately 30% of the works are provided towards the cost of a range of measures.  The scheme 
is open and applications can be made through SEAI. The 2020 budget for the Better Energy 
Homes Scheme is €21 million. Between the period of January 2020 and June 2020, approxi-
mately €9.3 million was spent leaving a remaining budget of €11.7 million for the rest of the 
year.

The Better Energy Communities Scheme funds community-based partnerships to improve 
the energy efficiency of the building stock in their area.  It is applicable to homes, commu-
nity facilities and businesses. The scheme closed to applications in January 2020 in line with 
Scheme Guidelines and will re-open to new applications for the 2021 scheme later this year. 
The budget for the Scheme this year was increased to €22 million – with €4 million of this al-
location for a new ‘homes only’ aggregation strand. The budget for this year’s Better Energy 
Communities Scheme and homes only strand is fully allocated to projects.  In terms of actual 
expenditure, approximately €3 million of the budget has been spent in 2020.  

Further information on SEAI Grant Schemes can be found at: www.seai.ie/grants/.

21/07/2020WRE00900Energy Efficiency

21/07/2020WRE0100092. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of the national retrofit plan; if he will examine rerunning the pilot 
scheme that was cancelled in 2019; the details of future undertakings of the pilot scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16828/20]

21/07/2020WRE01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets for 
the number and depth of residential retrofits to be completed by 2030. The targets are to ret-
rofit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2/cost optimal equivalent and to install 
400,000 heat pumps in existing buildings over the next 10 years.  Retrofitting has the ability to 
contribute to a number of important goals including - decarbonisation; warmer, more comfort-
able homes; and job creation and retention.  

A cross-Departmental Retrofit Taskforce has been established to develop a new retrofit de-
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livery model capable of achieving these targets. This process has been informed by experience 
from existing schemes in Ireland such as the Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme referred to by the 
Deputy, consultation with stakeholders and an analysis of relevant international experience. 
The model is designed to address barriers to energy efficiency investments in four key areas: 
customer proposition and demand generation, financing and affordability, supplier capacity, and 
delivery structure. The Climate Action Plan, as part of this process, commits to reviewing and 
redesigning the existing grant schemes to ensure alignment with Government climate objec-
tives and value for money.

The Retrofit Taskforce report, to be published in Q3 2020, will inform the future design of 
retrofit schemes to deliver the ambitious targets as set out in the Programme for Government.

21/07/2020WRE01200Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRE0130093. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its sub-
sidiaries by his Department and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 
2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16837/20]

21/07/2020WRE01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department has not awarded any formal contracts to the company or any of the 
subsidiaries specified by the Deputy.  One subsidiary has provided catering services to the De-
partment, relating to a number of events held in 2018 and 2019, as shown in the table below. 
In each case, the value of the services was below the threshold for which formal tendering 
processes are required. 

Date Description Value (Ex VAT)
04/05/2018 Event catering €1,111.00
27/06/2018 Event catering €764.40
15/04/2019 Event catering €1,877.50
22/05/2019 Event catering €442.96
25/06/2019 Event catering €616.40
  €4,812.26
The information requested in relation to the bodies under the aegis of my Department is 

an operational matter for each body.  The Department will request the relevant bodies to reply 
directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisations.

  Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 84.

21/07/2020WRE01600Better Energy Homes Scheme

21/07/2020WRE0170095. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures he will take to reduce the current waiting time for applications under 
the warmer homes scheme; if his attention has been drawn to the current backlogs of up to 18 
months from time of application to being appointed to a contractor by the SEAI; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16995/20]

21/07/2020WRE01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range 
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of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy 
poverty. To date over 142,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving 
the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level. The Warmer Homes 
Scheme budget allocation for 2020 is €52.8 million - a record level of funding for this scheme.  

Although the budget for the scheme has been significantly increased in recent times, the 
current very high level of demand does directly impact waiting times with the duration between 
applying for the scheme and having works carried out currently averaging at 18 months. This is 
partly due to changes to the scheme introduced in June 2018 which expanded and enhanced the 
range of energy efficiency measures available to include ‘deeper measures’ as well as an exten-
sion of the eligibility rules.  These ‘deeper measures’ include internal and external insulation 
which are both more expensive and take longer to install.   Wait times will also be negatively 
impacted by the recent COVID-19 restrictions which meant that Warmer Homes Scheme works 
were paused for a time.  I am happy to report that these works have recommenced in recent 
weeks for homes that are categorised as lower risk, subject to homeowner consent.  SEAI 
provided guidance for such activity, informed by the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening 
Society and Business and the Return to Work Safely Protocol.  This guidance is available at 
www.seai.ie/covid-19-notice/.

The Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing ways to better target current energy poverty 
schemes, such as the Warmer Homes Scheme, to those most in need, including how to reduce 
waiting times. Recommendations in relation to the implementation of changes to the scheme 
will be finalised shortly. 

More generally the Programme for Government commits to assigning some of the increased 
carbon tax receipts over the next decade  to the establishment of a €5 billion fund for a so-
cially progressive national retrofitting programme targeting all homes but with a particular 
emphasis on the Midlands region and on social and low-income tenancies. 

21/07/2020WRE01900Gas and Electricity Disconnections

21/07/2020WRE0200096. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he has explored and discussed with relevant Ministers the 
impact a moratorium on utility disconnections will have on those financially vulnerable as a 
result of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17042/20]

21/07/2020WRE02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): Responsibility for the regulation of the gas and electricity markets, including consumer 
protection, is a matter for the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) which is the in-
dependent regulator established initially under the Electricity Regulation Act 1999. Given the 
CRU’s responsibilities and  statutory functions in respect of consumer protection, it has proac-
tively taken several measures to protect domestic consumers in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
including putting in place the temporary moratorium on domestic electricity and gas disconnec-
tions on 16 March.  The CRU ended the moratorium on 29 June.  To assist customers who are 
concerned about paying their electricity or gas bill during this time, CRU has provided a suite of 
useful information on its website which can be accessed at www.cru.ie/home/about-cru/energy/
difficulty-paying-your-bill-covid-19.  

I have no role in these matters. Noting that the CRU moratorium is a matter for independent 
regulation, I have not discussed with relevant Ministers the impact of the CRU’s temporary 
moratorium on utility disconnections on financially vulnerable customers, .
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The CRU is an independent statutory body solely accountable to a committee of the Oireach-
tas for the performance of its functions, including its consumer protection functions. In this re-
gard, the Deputy may wish to note that CRU provides a dedicated email address for Oireachtas 
members, to enable them raise questions on CRU matters directly with CRU at oireachtas@cru.
ie for timely direct reply.

I am acutely aware of the financial challenges faced by families at this time.  Improving 
the energy efficiency of a home represents a significant opportunity for consumers to reduce 
their energy costs. Supports and funding are available via the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI), to assist residential homeowners, including those at risk of energy poverty. Ap-
proximately €120 million has been allocated to residential and community energy efficiency 
schemes in 2020. 

Social protection policies and income supports, including the Household Benefits Package 
and the fuel allowance, are matters for my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.   

21/07/2020WRE02200Environmental Protection Agency

21/07/2020WRE0230097. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he will respond to the OECD review of the Environmental Protection 
Agency; his views on whether the current legislative framework for licensing pollution is fit for 
purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17043/20]

21/07/2020WRE02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to respond to the OECD re-
view of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and ensure that our legislative framework 
for licensing pollution is fit for purpose.  

The report on the Review was recently completed and is available on the OECD website. 
I understand that the EPA has already implemented some of the recommendations and that 
plans are well advanced in relation to others. The remainder will be considered as part of the 
new EPA corporate strategy currently being developed. 

I plan to engage with the EPA in the near future to discuss the OECD Review in the context 
of Programme for Government commitment, the progress to date in implementing the Review’s 
recommendation, and any implications of the Review for the wider legislative framework for 
licensing pollution.

21/07/2020WRE02500Just Transition Fund

21/07/2020WRE0260098. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of applications that have been made to the Just Transition fund, in 
tabular form. [17066/20]

21/07/2020WRE02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Just Transition Fund is a key pillar of the Government’s just transition plan for 
the Midlands. Up to €11 million will be available in 2020 for projects focusing on retraining 
workers, proposals to generate sustainable employment in green enterprise in the region, and 
supporting communities to transition to a low carbon economy. This is financed through an Ex-
chequer allocation of €6m from carbon tax revenues, and an additional €5 million committed 
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by ESB.  

Eligible projects, which had already registered with the Midlands Regional Transition Team, 
had until Friday, 17 July to submit an application for funding to my Department. A total of 100 
applications have been received by my Department and these are undergoing initial assessment 
to confirm their eligibility for funding. Evaluation of eligible proposals will commence shortly 
and I intend to announce the successful projects at the conclusion of this process. 

21/07/2020WRE02800Energy Infrastructure

21/07/2020WRE0290099. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the energy security review as announced in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17188/20]

21/07/2020WRE03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): My Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s 
electricity and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of en-
suring a sustainable pathway to 2050. The review will include a full updated technical analysis 
of the security of supply challenges and a public consultation. The outcome of the review will 
inform future policy considerations. 

I expect the formal procurement process for the technical analysis to commence in the com-
ing weeks.

21/07/2020WRE03100Telecommunications Services

21/07/2020WRE03200100. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will instruct a company (details supplied) to connect fibre optic cable at a site 
to assist with the expected blended learning policy. [17253/20]

21/07/2020WRE03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High 
Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.
ie. 

BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broad-
band Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indicat-
ed future plans to do so. Providing telecommunications services, including broadband services, 
is a matter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated 
by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. I 
do not have statutory authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make 
specific investments in particular locations.

There may be a choice of operators offering this service in the area referred to and further 
information in this regard is available at www.comreg.ie/compare/#/services. 

21/07/2020WRE03400Departmental Staff

21/07/2020WRE03500101. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of staff to be appointed to the policy and programme implementation 
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unit of his Department; if the staff will be redeployed from within the Civil Service; and if new 
hires, the number. [17267/20]

21/07/2020WRE03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

At this stage, no Policy Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the 
Government. 

Programme implementation is led by the relevant Divisions in my Department. 

21/07/2020WRE03700Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRE03800102. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the special advisers he has appointed to his Department and his office established 
within the Department of An Taoiseach; and the public sector salary grade applied to each. 
[17269/20]

21/07/2020WRE03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form issues guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The 
Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval. 

At this stage no Special Advisers have been formally appointed by the Government. This 
process will start once the Guidelines have been approved by Government and details of the ap-
pointments will be published on the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s website, 
in due course.   

21/07/2020WRE04000Better Energy Homes Scheme

21/07/2020WRE04100103. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if additional funding will be provided to the better energy communities scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17429/20]

21/07/2020WRE04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Eamon 
Ryan): The Better Energy Communities Scheme funds community-based partnerships to im-
prove the energy efficiency of the building stock in their area.  It is applicable to homes, com-
munity facilities and businesses.  The budget for the Scheme this year was increased to €22 
million – with €4 million of this allocation for a new ‘homes only’ aggregation strand.  

Successful applicants under the 2020 Communities grants scheme were notified by the 
SEAI in recent months.  It is planned that the scheme will open for new applications later this 
year.  In the meantime, prospective applicants could review the existing scheme details and 
requirements which could be helpful to them if they are considering availing of the scheme in 
the future. The opening date will be notified both on the SEAI website and more widely. 

More information on the SEAI Community Grant supports is available on the SEAI website 
at:

www.seai.ie/grants/community-grants/.  
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21/07/2020WRE04300Sport Ireland

21/07/2020WRE04400104. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
terms and conditions of the funds released to an association (details supplied) in advance of the 
emergency general meeting of the association in September 2020; the meetings, online and or 
telephone meetings he has had with the association since taking office; the instructions issued to 
Sport Ireland in respect of releasing funding to the association since taking office; the engage-
ment he has had with his officials on this specific issue; and the dates on when he met with staff 
of the organisation in June and July 2020. [16403/20]

21/07/2020WRE04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I wish to refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Question No. 58 of last Thursday 16th July, which I have copied below 
for the Deputy’s information.

I can also inform the Deputy that the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht, Catherine Martin TD and the Minister of State with responsibility for Sport and 
the Gaeltacht Jack Chambers TD have received briefings from their officials on important prior-
ity issues for sport, including this matter.  Neither Minister Martin nor Minister Chambers have 
met with staff of the organisation mentioned in June or July. 

The Deputy will be aware that Minister Martin and then Minister of State for sport and 
the Gaeltacht Dara Calleary wrote to the chair of the organisation on 9th July to confirm that 
the Government would not reopen for discussion any part of the MOU agreed by the previous 
Government.

Reply to Question No. 58  of 16 July 2020

I am informed by Sport Ireland that it has not released any funds to the association men-
tioned by the Deputy to date in 2020 and that no funds are scheduled to be paid out by Sport 
Ireland to the association in advance of an Emergency General Meeting which I understand the 
association will convene in the near future.   

I understand that the association has indicated that its Annual General Meeting will take 
place in September.  

Sport Ireland remains in communication with the association on matters relating to its gov-
ernance and financial management.  Certain firm commitments were provided by the associa-
tion in a Memorandum of Understanding agreed with the then Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport on 30 January 2020.  Sport Ireland has established a process to oversee and review 
adherence by the organisation to the commitments given in the MOU.  

The association has committed to implementing certain priority recommendations on gov-
ernance reform and Sport Ireland expects to be in a position to restore funding to the association 
when these commitments are verifiably honoured.

Neither I nor my colleague, the Chief Whip and Minister of State with responsibility for 
Sport and the Gaeltacht Jack Chambers TD, have held any meetings with the association since 
becoming Minister nor have we issued any direction to Sport Ireland in respect of releasing 
funding to the association.

21/07/2020WRE04600Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRE04700105. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is con-
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sidering compensation and or refunds for those persons who have booked flights and holidays 
and have now chosen not to travel in view of the continued public health advice; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16480/20]

21/07/2020WRE04800113. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review the case of a person (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the position of 
the family and the effort being made in the interest of public health; if he can advise regarding 
the refusal of the airline to refund the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16724/20]

21/07/2020WRE04900125. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he is 
considering compensation and or refunds for those persons who have booked flights and holi-
days and have now chosen not to travel in view of the continued public health advice; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16474/20]

21/07/2020WRE05000135. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that airlines are refusing to issue refunds to customers that 
have cancelled flights for July and August 2020; if the airlines will be instructed to issue refunds 
or credit notes to these customers who have cancelled flights on the basis of the advice to avoid 
all non-essential travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16514/20]

21/07/2020WRE05100143. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if guid-
ance will be provided to persons who have booked overseas travel in cases in which the country 
to which they are travelling is not on the green list and the airlines and or tour operators are 
refusing to offer compensation or credit for deferrals or cancellations. [16596/20]

21/07/2020WRE05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 105, 113, 125, 135 and 143 together.

As things stand in law, air passenger rights are protected by Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004, 
which covers the rights of passenger in instances of cancellations.  However, if a flight goes 
ahead and a customer either cancels or does not use their ticket, they are not entitled to a refund 
under EU law.  

Evidently the existing consumer protections and legal obligations on airlines and the broad-
er travel sector did not envisage the current circumstances of mass cancellations and stringent 
travel restrictions.  That has, not surprisingly, put the entire system under immense pressure and 
it is causing real difficulties for people and businesses.  I understand that the main Irish airlines 
have been offering the option to rebook in circumstances where a flight occurs but people are 
not able to present because of Government advice.  That said, I am mindful that the options put 
forward by airlines may not be fair or workable for customers in all instances.  

There has been considerable engagement with the airlines including around consumer rights 
issues.  Clearly, if the industry is seeking to secure State financial support to help it through 
the current period - which is one of the recommendations from the Aviation Taskforce - then a 
commitment to fairness and clarity on consumer rights will have to be offered in return, at the 
very least. 

21/07/2020WRE05300Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRE05400106. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he plans to publish a general scheme of a Bill to fulfil the Programme for Government com-
mitment to legislate for e-scooters and e-bikes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[16528/20]

21/07/2020WRE05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I intend to legislate 
for eScooters in accordance with the Programme for Government. This will involve identifying 
and developing appropriate amendments to primary legislation across a range of complex areas. 
The work must be carried out in such a way that it doea not undermine the overall framework 
of Road Traffic Law or Road Safety in general. The Government’s current legislative priorities 
are the necessary measures to manage the Covid 19 crisis and to address its social and economic 
consequences.

There are two types of e-bikes both of which are already provided for in existing legislation. 
Pedal assisted electric bikes with a maximun speed of 25kph are treated as regular bikes. Pedal 
assisted electric bikes with a maximum speed of greater than 25kph are treated as low perfor-
mance mopeds which require the appropriate licence, tax and insurance.

21/07/2020WRE05600Cycling Facilities

21/07/2020WRE05700107. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of and timeline for delivery of proposed segregated cycle routes (details supplied), in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16529/20]

21/07/2020WRE05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), includ-
ing cycling infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply. Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

21/07/2020WRE05900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRE06000108. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
be announcing specific measures to help the tourism and hospitality sectors. [16581/20]

21/07/2020WRE06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Government 
will shortly publish a series of immediate actions to support the economy - the “July Stimulus”. 
In this context the Government will, among other things, consider further additional measures 
that may be needed to support the tourism and hospitality sector. 

My Department has liaised with other Government departments and industry representative 
bodies, to align the economy wide COVID-19 supports and initiatives with tourism and hospi-
tality needs. The Government will continue to explore funding potential for all enterprises in-
cluding tourism businesses as they work through the challenges facing them, including through 
any mechanisms allowable through the EU’s state aid framework.

21/07/2020WRF00200Transport Policy

21/07/2020WRF00300109. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
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in which he will address a recent request by the National Transport Authority for a clear policy 
commitment to bring forward legislative changes to allow it to carry out camera-based enforce-
ment of bus lanes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16658/20]

21/07/2020WRF00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The success of bus 
priority measures is an essential component in persuading people to switch from their cars to 
public transport, thereby reducing emissions and congestion.  It is therefore necessary to ensure 
that we have the best possible system for enforcement of the rules on bus corridors, particularly 
in the context of BusConnects. 

Officials in my Department are engaging with the National Transport Authority and other 
stakeholders to see how this can best be achieved. 

21/07/2020WRF00500Transport Policy

21/07/2020WRF00600110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport Future - A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009 - 
2020 is an active transport policy; if so, the progress in implementing this policy to date; his 
plans for future implementation and revision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16660/20]

21/07/2020WRF00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy 
states, Smarter Travel - A Sustainable Transport Future was published in 2009 and set out na-
tional policy in relation to sustainability in transport over the period 2009 to 2020. 

Smarter Travel remains government policy. Noting the policy horizon envisaged at the time 
of publication ends this year, the Deputy may be aware that an assessment of implementation 
progress has already been published and is available to view on my Department’s website.

That assessment was conducted as part of the broader review of sustainable mobility policy 
which my Department has been undertaking. Over 250 submissions were received as part of a 
public consultation process held between end-November 2019 and February 2020 and these are 
currently being analysed.  I intend to publish a report of the public consultation process shortly. 

Unfortunately the targets in the Smarter Travel policy are not being achieved, reflecting 
the fact that some of the key actions in the policy have not been implemented. I intend, relying 
on this assessment and consultation, to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years 
that can provide a strategic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government 
across the sustainable mobility programme.  The new policy statement will build on the policies 
and actions of Smarter Travel and set out additional polices and actions to advance the ambi-
tions of the Programme for Government in the area of sustainable mobility, including active 
travel, and will replace the 2009 policy.  

21/07/2020WRF00800Sports Funding

21/07/2020WRF00900111. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount allocated to privately owned golf clubs through the sports capital programme for 2020. 
[16663/20]

21/07/2020WRF01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Sports Capital 
Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports 
and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout 
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the country. 

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to 
appeal the Department’s decision. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a 
total of 122 appeals were submitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals 
was completed in April 2020 with 6 new allocations approved.  None of these 6 allocations 
were to golf clubs. No other allocations have been made under the SCP this year. Details of 
previous years allocations under the SCP can be found at the following link:- www.gov.ie/en/
collection/471ed5-sports-capital-allocations/.

It should be noted that SCP funding is only available to organisations that are run on a 
not-for-profit basis and that are owned and run on behalf of the members. Any organisation al-
located funding under the scheme must also be open for new members. 

Following the finalisation of the appeals process, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
was undertaken. This Review is currently under consideration and includes recommendations 
for some changes to the terms and conditions of the next round of the SCP. I understand that 
this is expected to be finalised shortly and a decision on the timing of a new round of the SCP 
will be taken after that. 

21/07/2020WRF01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRF01200112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce or enhance supports and assistance for small coach operators post-Covid-19 
with particular reference to the severe financial pressure currently being placed on these busi-
nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16691/20]

21/07/2020WRF01300149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce or enhance supports and assistance for small coach operators post-Covid-19 
with reference to the severe financial pressure currently being placed on these businesses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16692/20]

21/07/2020WRF01400171. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to financially assist private bus companies that are out of work due to Covid-19 and need to 
insure and maintain buses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17271/20]

21/07/2020WRF01500179. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to address the impact of Covid-19 on the bus and coach sector; if he will consider 
the introduction of a subsidy to support the sector; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17370/20]

21/07/2020WRF01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 112, 149, 171 and 179 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  

While the majority of public transport in Ireland is provided by the publicly-subvented bus 
and rail services funded through National Transport Authority’s (NTA) public service obliga-
tion (PSO) programme, the public transport system also includes non-subvented bus services 
provided on a commercial basis by bus and coach businesses of varying size.  I understand that 
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about 90% of the commercial bus operators suspended their services or have been providing 
significantly reduced services. My Department has engaged with the Coach Tourism & Trans-
port Council of Ireland (CTTC) on a regular basis in relation to the impact of Covid-19 on 
licensed bus operators.

From my Department’s engagement with their representatives, and indeed from the NTA’s 
regular engagement with them throughout the crisis, I understand the very difficult business en-
vironment that the commercial bus operators are now dealing with.  Indeed, across Government 
we are acutely aware that the Covid-19 situation presents huge challenges for many business 
sectors.

It is critical for the sector to be functioning so that it can carry the passengers that we need to 
return to work and to other activities as they re-open. Many of these operators provide essential 
transport services for people who need to get to work and are vital to ensure economic recovery. 

For that reason, I am pleased to advise the Deputies that on 25 June the Government ap-
proved temporary funding supports, in accordance with EU and national legislation, for the 
licensed bus sector.  These supports are aimed at ensuring the continued operation of essential 
licensed bus services for a period of up to six months. The package will be restricted to opera-
tors where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention and will be targeted at 
compensating the gap between specified costs and the revenues generated on the services. The 
NTA, as the public transport licensing agency, is responsible for administering funding support 
through the establishment of contracts between the NTA and the relevant operators.  

This is, of course, additional to the wider programme of Government supports for impacted 
businesses were introduced, including new schemes of wage subsidies, rates waivers, re-start 
grants, lending facilities, equity injection, and business advisory supports for example. ortly.

With the commencement of Phase 3 of the Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business 
on 29 June 2020, changes to the existing public transport social distancing restrictions were 
agreed, allowing a move from 2 metres social distancing to utilising 50% of the passenger-
carrying capacity of fleet. This will help to underpin public transport services provided by both 
public and commercial licensed operators during these unprecedented times, with a view to 
safeguarding public transport capacity in Phases 3 and 4 of the   Roadmap for Reopening Soci-
ety and Business.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 105.

21/07/2020WRF01800Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRF01900114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
engaged with an airline (details supplied) regarding flight refunds; and if he will intervene with 
respect to outstanding refunds which contravene customers rights. [16910/20]

21/07/2020WRF02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As things stand 
in law, air passenger rights are protected by Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004, which covers the 
rights of passengers in instances of flight cancellations.  Under the Regulation, if an airline 
cancels a flight then customers are entitled to a full cash refund wihtin 7 days.  The Commis-
sion for Aviation Regulation is the statutory body in Ireland with responsibility for enforcing 
airline refund obligations.  I understand that the Commission has already written to the airlines 
reminding them of their legal obligations.  Anyone having difficulties securing a refund should 
contact the Commission.  Further advice is available on its dedicated passenger rights website 
www.flightrights.ie. 



Questions - Written Answers

52

21/07/2020WRF02100Road Projects

21/07/2020WRF02200115. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the N11, M11 Junction 14 improvement scheme; if funding has been committed for the comple-
tion of the project; the time frame for progressing the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16938/20]

21/07/2020WRF02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunc-
tion with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the Public 
Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed 
to advise on the current status and funding of this proposed project, pending also the Govern-
ment’s proposed review of the NDP.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/07/2020WRF02400Rail Network

21/07/2020WRF02500116. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
increase the capacity of the Dublin to Rosslare rail line; his further plans to add additional car-
riages to the route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16940/20]

21/07/2020WRF02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  

At a policy level, the primary objective is to embed long-term strategic transport planning 
and provide the type of longer term horizon required to deliver better outcomes.

A significant portion of the Dublin to Rosslare line lies within counties Dublin and Wicklow 
which form part of the Greater Dublin Area and therefore fall within the Transport Strategy for 
the Greater Dublin Area, as developed by the National Transport Authority (NTA). The Strat-
egy sets out a twenty year plan for transport investment across the region across all modes of 
transport and importantly has a statutory basis which ensures alignment with land-use planning. 

The Strategy must be reviewed every 6 years and I am informed that the NTA will com-
mence that process later this year. This review will allow for a re-examination of transport 
needs across the region, including those related to rail. Of course, the South-Eastern line will 
benefit from the DART+ programme which will significantly expand commuter rail capacity 
across the Greater Dublin Area.

In relation to capacity on the inter-city services on the line, that is an operational matter for 
Iarnród Éireann and I have referred the question to Iarnród Éireann for a more detailed direct 
reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

21/07/2020WRF02700Public Transport
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21/07/2020WRF02800117. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
increase the number of DART trains to Greystones per hour; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16941/20]

21/07/2020WRF02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

21/07/2020WRF03000Road Projects

21/07/2020WRF03100118. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the N81 Tallaght to Hollywood Cross road improvement scheme; his plans to progress the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16942/20]

21/07/2020WRF03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and securing Exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
operation and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, TII is 
best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/07/2020WRF03300Railway Stations

21/07/2020WRF03400119. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the train 
stations in south County Kildare, including Portarlington; if they have a shelter; if they have 
an enclosed waiting room; if they have a lift or disability access; if they have toilet facilities; 
the number of working parking spaces available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16946/20]

21/07/2020WRF03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

21/07/2020WRF03600Tourism Industry

21/07/2020WRF03700120. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
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has considered a proposal from an organisation (details supplied) in particular the proposals for 
financial liquidity, talent and skillset retention; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17156/20]

21/07/2020WRF03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Government’s 
Tourism Policy Statement ‘People, Place and Policy - Growing Tourism to 2025” recognises 
the key role that training and education plays in ensuring that there is an adequate supply of 
skilled staff in tourism and to develop talent accordingly. Fáilte Ireland’s priorities within the 
tourism industry are for on-site practical training interventions to boost productivity and sustain 
employment.

Following the publication of the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group final report, Fáilte Ire-
land established a Tourism and Hospitality Oversight Group (COG) to co-ordinate the relevant 
bodies to agree and implement a work programme to address current and future labour supply 
and skill requirements in the Tourism and Hospitality sector.  Under the chairmanship of Fáilte 
Ireland members of this group have developed a two year work plan that focuses on delivery of 
five targeted objectives; improving awareness and attractiveness of the sector, building employ-
ment connections, best practice recruitment and retention, curriculum alignment and mapping 
existing provision to identify gaps. 

The Government will also shortly publish a series of immediate actions to support the econ-
omy - the “July Stimulus”. In this context the Government will, among other things, consider 
further additional measures that may be needed to support the tourism and hospitality sector. 

My Department has liaised with other Government departments and industry representative 
bodies, to align the economy wide COVID-19 supports and initiatives with tourism and hospi-
tality needs. The Government will continue to explore funding potential for all enterprises in-
cluding tourism businesses as they work through the challenges facing them, including through 
any mechanisms allowable through the EU’s state aid framework.

My predecessor also established the Tourism Recovery Taskforce on 20th May 2020 to 
prepare a Tourism Recovery Plan.  This will include a set of recommendations on how best the 
Irish tourism sector can adapt and recover in the changed tourism environment as a result of the 
Covid-19 crisis. The Taskforce has submitted an initial report. 

21/07/2020WRF03900Driver Test

21/07/2020WRF04000121. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to address the six-month waiting list for driver theory tests in County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17173/20]

21/07/2020WRF04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The driver theory 
test was suspended, as were many other services due to the viral outbreak.  Following detailed 
planning by the Road Safety Authority (RSA), in consultation with my Department, the ser-
vice has been resumed as of 8 June, with centres opening on a gradual basis. The resumption 
of services is dependent on strict protocols being in place for staff and test candidates in order 
to comply with public health guidelines. The safety of the public is of paramount importance 
at this time, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my Department is guided by 
NPHET and national experts.

Inevitably, there is now a backlog of theory tests. Due to the social distancing requirements, 
normal daily capacity will be considerably reduced. This will mean that customers will experi-
ence longer waiting times than was the case before the service was suspended and the public’s 
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patience and understanding in this regard is requested. 

The RSA has assured my Department it is working hard to deal with this backlog – it will be 
opening on additional days including Saturdays, (at some centres) and extended hours will also 
be provided to allow additional capacity for appointments. The Driver Theory Test provider is 
also closely monitoring the supply and demand situation at present.

Those whose appointments were cancelled by the RSA due to the Covid-19 situation will 
have first priority. Priority then will be given in order of application date.  

Additional appointments are added frequently. Candidates may wish to contact the Driver 
Theory Test Service directly on 1890 606 106 for further assistance with finding a date and 
location that suits them.

21/07/2020WRF04200Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRF04300122. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a for-
mat allowing priority appointments for holders of expiring driver licences can be devised in the 
short term to allow for frontline licence holders to renew their licence without facing a lengthy 
waiting time for appointments resulting in no valid licence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17174/20]

21/07/2020WRF04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): NDLS offices are 
unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing requirements and in the interest 
of protecting the staff and customers. Therefore, all appointments must be booked in advance. 
This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority is currently working with its providers to see how it can increase 
capacity while adhering to the return to work safely protocol. Options under consideration 
include extended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. 

I have referred your question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.  

21/07/2020WRF04500Driver Test

21/07/2020WRF04600123. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
driver tests will resume; the number of test centres that will be operational; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17430/20]

21/07/2020WRF04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On Monday 29 
June, driving tests resumed on a gradual basis for trucks, buses and motorcycles.  Fourteen 
driving test centres reopened initially, with others being phased in over a period of time. Driv-
ing tests for cars, vans, and minibuses also resumed on a gradual basis since last week with 
essential workers and those who had appointments cancelled due to Covid 19 being prioritised 
in the first instance. The phased resumption plan being put in place is to protect both the public 
and staff and will also enable the RSA to review practices and adapt any mitigating measures.

The safety of the public is of paramount importance at this time and my Department will be 
guided by NPHET and national experts.
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21/07/2020WRF04800Free Travel Scheme

21/07/2020WRF04900124. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the difficulties that persons with the free travel pass have in obtaining 
travel on Irish Rail due to social distancing rules and the fact that paying passengers are given 
priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17434/20]

21/07/2020WRF05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

  Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 105.

21/07/2020WRF05200Sports Capital Programme

21/07/2020WRF05300126. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is considering another round of sports capital funding; if there will be changes to qualifying 
criteria of the new scheme; the expected date of such an announcement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16475/20]

21/07/2020WRF05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Sports Capital 
Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports 
and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout 
the country. 

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. 

All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to appeal the Department’s decision. 
In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a total of 122 appeals were submitted 
by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals was completed in April with 6 new 
allocations approved.  

Following the finalisation of the appeals process, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
was undertaken. This Review is currently under consideration and includes recommendations 
for some changes to the terms and conditions of the next round of the SCP. I understand that 
this is expected to be finalised shortly and a decision on the timing of a new round of the SCP 
will be taken after that. 

21/07/2020WRF05500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRF05600127. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of applications received for the €15 million Covid-19 resilience fund as announced on 19 
June 2020; the amount of each application; the expected completion date for the drawdown of 
the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16477/20]
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21/07/2020WRF05700128. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of applications received for the €5 million Covid-19 restart and renewal fund as announced 
on 19 June 2020; the amount of each application; the expected completion date for the draw-
down of the fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16478/20]

21/07/2020WRF05800129. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
three main sports organisations have drawn down the €40 million Covid-19 fund as announced 
on 19 June 2020; if so, the amount each organisation received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16479/20]

21/07/2020WRF05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 127, 128 and 129 together.

As the Deputy is aware, a funding package of up to €70 million was announced on Friday 
19th June to support the sport sector, which has been significantly impacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic. The funding package will be administered by Sport Ireland, which is the statutory 
body with responsibility for the development of sport. 

This funding package includes;

- Funding of up to €40m for the three main field sports organisations – the FAI, the GAA 
and the IRFU.  

- a Resilience Fund of up to €10m to support the National Governing Bodies of Sport,

- a Sports Club Resilience Fund of up to €15m to support clubs, and

- a Sports Restart and Renewal Fund of up to €5m. 

The application process for this funding is not yet open. The funding will be invested 
through new grant schemes which are currently being finalised. It is expected that Sport Ireland 
will announce an open invitation to applications from funded bodies for assistance under the 
grant schemes shortly.

21/07/2020WRG00300Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRG00400130. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
respond to an email from a person (details supplied) and provide guidelines in relation to their 
return to work. [16484/20]

21/07/2020WRG00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I presume that the 
Deputy is referring to driving instructors.

The NPHET, together with a team of national experts, decided which businesses could re-
sume trading in each Phase of the gradual reopening of our economy, and they included driving 
schools on the list of businesses cleared to reopen on 29 June.  It is not the role of the NPHET 
to provide guidance in relation to individual sectors, as a rule. 

A National Return to Work Safely Protocol has been produced under the aegis of the Labour 
Employer Economic Forum and is the result of a collaborative effort by the Health and Safety 
Authority (HSA), the Health Services Executive (HSE) and the Department of Health and the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  The HSA has in turn produced COVID-19 
checklists and templates, based on the Protocol, to help employers, business owners and man-
agers to get their business up and running again and to inform workers about what they need to 
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do to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace.

The RSA has developed protocols to ensure compliance with the overall protocols to en-
able the resumption of its services,, including driver testing.  In doing so, it was assisted by the 
overall national protocol and also by the additional templates and checklists from the HSA.  I 
understand that the National Office of Traffic Medicine was also available to the RSA to assist 
in its task.

In anticipation of the resumption of driver testing on 29 June, the RSA wrote to each Ap-
proved Driving Instructor on 22 June, advising them of the planned phased return of driver test-
ing.  The Authority included a series of Frequently Asked Questions, which provided details of 
the protocols being applied to driver testing in order to comply with health requirements in line 
with Government’s Protocol on Returning to Work Safely.  These protocols may assist driving 
instructors in taking the necessary measures resuming their business safely.

However, the RSA cannot dictate to driving schools on how they should run their business, 
or issue medical advice.  It is up to each driving instructor or driving school to protect them-
selves, their families and communities by adhering to the official Government guidelines on 
hygiene and social distancing.

21/07/2020WRG00600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRG00700131. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
emergency refund credit note will be extended for July, August and September 2020, in view 
of advice to avoid all non-essential travel and in further view of the fact that the Irish Epide-
miological Modelling Advisory Group for the National Public Health Emergency Team has 
supported the advice not to travel and has urged the public to avoid all non-essential travel; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16487/20]

21/07/2020WRG00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): There is currently 
no end date for the Refund Credit Note scheme.  It will be in place for so long as necessary, 
having regard to Government policy on international travel and public health.   As the Deputy 
is aware, the Refund Credit Notes can be offered in circumstances where a booking  - made 
through a travel agent or tour oeprator - has been cancelled by the traveller or by the organiser 
due to Covid-19 travel restrictions and public health advice.  Further information is available 
at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/40f0d7-guidance-on-the-right-of-travellers-to-terminate-
package-travel-cont/.

21/07/2020WRG00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRG01000132. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if finan-
cial supports will be issued to licensed travel agents and tour operators whose customers have 
cancelled flights and holiday bookings for the months of July and August 2020; if he will take 
into account that these customers have cancelled bookings on the advice to avoid all non-essen-
tial travel; if he will also take into account that the Irish Epidemiological Modelling Advisory 
Group for the National Public Health Emergency Team has supported the advice not to travel 
and has publicly encouraged the public to avoid all non-essential travel; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16501/20]

21/07/2020WRG01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy raises 
an important issue for Irish licensed travel agents and tour operators, many of which are small, 
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local high street businesses.  Under the EU Package Travel Directive, travel agents and tour 
operators are required to provide their customers with a full cash refund when a holiday is can-
celled due to exceptional circumstances, which of course Covid is.  However, the travel agents 
and tour operators are having difficulties securing refunds themselves from their suppliers to 
pass onto their customers, and indeed where flights take place - irrespective whether a travel 
agent’s customer has cancelled - the airlines are not obligated to provide a refund.  I know this 
is causing considerable financial strain in the sector.

The State is providing financial backing for a Refund Credit Note scheme, under which 
travel agents and tour operators can issue credit notes to their customers instead of cash - if the 
customer agrees - and the financial value of that credit note is guaranteed by the State.  This is 
a measure designed to give assurance to consumers about the safety of accepting a credit note, 
and help the industry alleviate the cash flow drain it is experiencing.  The challenge is to ensure 
that consumer rights are protected and at the same time that viable business and their work-
ers are kept going. Further, the sector may avail of the Government wage support scheme and 
business supports particularly those aimed at small and medium enterprises. My Department is 
maintaining an open engagement with the travel trade industry and Minister Naughton is due 
to meet with representatives of the Irish Travel Agents Association to discuss ongoing issues.

21/07/2020WRG01200Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRG01300133. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16504/20]

21/07/2020WRG01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Directive (EU) 
2020/612 of 4 May 2020, amending Directive 2006/126/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on driving licences, provides that EU Member States may allow a driver who takes 
a bus or truck driving test in an automatic transmission vehicle to be granted a licence to drive a 
vehicle with a manual transmission if they had already taken a driving test in a vehicle (usually 
a car) with a manual transmission.

This Directive is due to be transposed into Irish law by 1 November 2020.  It was the in-
tention to have this law in place earlier in the year, unfortunately due to emergency legislation 
required as a result of Covid-19 it was not possible.  However, work has commenced on this 
legislation and it is still planned to have it in place before November.

21/07/2020WRG01500Driver Test

21/07/2020WRG01600134. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
meet with representatives of driver instructors that are expected to be present at RSA centres to 
enable the use of their vehicles but that are afforded no facility to enter the buildings during the 
time of the test and in circumstances in which no waiting area is provided; and if he will request 
that the RSA take on board the concerns of this group and discuss the ongoing issues in relation 
to test centres with their representatives.  [16512/20]

21/07/2020WRG01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is an opera-
tional matter for the Road Safety Authority and as Minister I have no role in this matter.  

I have referred the matter to the RSA for direct reply, and I would ask that the Deputy con-
tact my office directly if a response has not been received within 10 days.
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  Question No. 135 answered with Question No. 105.

21/07/2020WRG01900Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRG02000136. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
NDLS will accept general practitioner medical reports for drivers over 70 years of age dated 
earlier than usual owing to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16525/20]

21/07/2020WRG02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): A medical report to 
accompany an application for a driving licence shall be dated not more than one month prior to 
the date of application. Regulation 41(3) of the Road Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) Regulations 
2006 (S.I. 537 of 2006), as amended, refers.

In light of the need to facilitate social distancing and the additional burdens on medical ser-
vices due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the requirement for those over 70 (under certain circum-
stances) to provide a medical report when applying for/renewing a driving licence or learner 
permit was removed.

This provision meant that from 20 March until 31 July 2020, persons of 70 years of age 
or over, could apply for and renew their driving licence or learner permit without the need to 
submit a medical report. This is only on the basis that they do not have an identified or specified 
illness.

I have decided to introduce Regulations to extend this provision until 31 December 2020 to 
further facilitate social distancing.  These Regulations should be in place before 31 July 2020.

21/07/2020WRG02200Road Safety

21/07/2020WRG02300137. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a turn-
ing bay will be constructed at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16534/20]

21/07/2020WRG02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and securing Exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
operation and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is 
best placed to advise you on this issue.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/07/2020WRG02500Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRG02600138. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
sideration given to the submission by the Road Safety Authority aimed at addressing anomalies 
in the provisional licence system (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [16543/20]

21/07/2020WRG02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Officials in my De-
partment have received the proposals put forward by the Road Safety Authority to tackle the 
number of learner drivers on our roads who have held learner permits for a number of years.

The Deputy will appreciate that, at this time, overseeing the range of responses to the ongo-
ing COVID19 crisis impacting on the road safety sector and road traffic law, particularly in rela-
tion to the cessation and more recently the gradual resumption of services - including a number 
of urgent legislative measures, has taken precedence. 

My officials will examine the proposals in more detail in the coming months and I have 
asked them to prepare a report for my consideration.

21/07/2020WRG02800Driver Test

21/07/2020WRG02900139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of learner drivers holding their first, second, third and so on learner permits; the number in 
each category that have completed all 12 essential driver training lessons; the number in each 
category that previously sat and failed a driver test; and the number in each category awaiting 
a driver test, in tabular form. [16545/20]

21/07/2020WRG03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority to answer.  I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to them to respond 
directly.  If a response has not been received within 10 working days, the Deputy should contact 
my office directly.

21/07/2020WRG03100Road Traffic Offences

21/07/2020WRG03200140. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of learner drivers found to be driving unaccompanied in 2019 and in the first six months of 
2020; the number that had penalty points applied to their licence and the number whose licences 
were suspended. [16546/20]

21/07/2020WRG03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The number of 
learner drivers recorded on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) for a driving unac-
companied offence in 2019 and first six months in 2020 is set out in the table underneath. A 
lower threshold of 7 penalty points leading to disqualification applies to learner drivers and for 
the first two years after a driver obtains a full driving licence. It should be noted that a learner 
driver disqualified from driving during these periods may include other penalty points incurred 
other than driving unaccompanied.

Penalty Point Offence Number of Drivers Number of Drivers
 2019 2020 (Jan to June)

Learner driver unaccompa-
nied by a qualified driver

 3,312  1,346
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Penalty Point Offence Number of Drivers Number of Drivers
Number of Learner Drivers 
disqualified and had driver 
unaccompanied offence re-
corded on the NVDF during 
this period

 207  55

21/07/2020WRG03400Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRG03500141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting 
annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for 
each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special ad-
viser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, in tabular form. [16571/20]

21/07/2020WRG03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting 
out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are 
currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned John McDonald; Paul Kenny, and Margaret Ward to work 
with me as Special Advisers and that they will be formally appointed by the Government once 
the Guidelines have been approved.  

21/07/2020WRG03700Driver Test

21/07/2020WRG03800142. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
driver tests will recommence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16572/20]

21/07/2020WRG03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The RSA has been 
working, in consultation with my Department, on plans for the resumption of the range of ser-
vices and functions for which it is responsible, following the publication of the Government 
roadmap and, more recently, the National Return to Work Safely Protocol as agreed by em-
ployer and trade union representatives.  

The driver testing service restarted on a gradual basis during Phase 3 of the Government’s 
road map for easing of Covid19 restrictions.

On Monday 29 June, driving tests resumed on a gradual basis for trucks, buses and motor-
cycles. Fourteen driving test centres reopened initially, but as the number of tests and categories 
of vehicles being tested increases in the coming weeks, the remaining test centres will reopen. 
The RSA will update its website, rsa.ie to advise on each centre as they re-open. 

Following the publication by Government of a revised Phase 3 road map for reopening 
Ireland, driving tests for cars, vans and minibuses have now resumed on a phased basis with 
priority beeen given for essential workers in the first instance and those who had appointments 
cancelled due to Covid 19. 
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The safety of the public is of paramount importance at this time, whether from infection 
or from deaths and injuries on the road, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my 
Department will be guided by NPHET and national experts.

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 105.

21/07/2020WRG04100Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRG04200144. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if additional 
resources will be allocated to the NDLS to accommodate the clearance of backlogged licence 
renewals following the Covid-19-related shutdown; if reassurances will be given to these driv-
ers that their licence will remain valid while they await their appointment date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16626/20]

21/07/2020WRG04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Due to the closure 
of services provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak, 
my predecessor took measures to extend the validity of number of documents, including the 
learner permit.  Any learner permits which were due to expire from 1 March 2020 to 30 June 
2020 inclusive have had their period of validity extended by 8 months. 

In relation to the Deputy’s query concerning NDLS resources, this is an operational matter 
for the Road Safety Authority and as Minister I have no role in this matter.  I have forwarded 
this matter to the RSA for direct response, and I ask that the Deputy contacts my office directly 
if a response has not been received within 10 days.

21/07/2020WRG04400Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRG04500145. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to issue Covid-19 safety regulations for the taxi industry; if the newly introduced legislation 
will be extended to include taxi drivers and passengers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16627/20]

21/07/2020WRG04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Given the size of 
most taxis and other small public service vehicles (SPSVs), public health advice indicates that 
people travelling in such vehicles should wear face coverings.  Guidance on the safe use of face 
coverings is available on the gov.ie website.  Under existing regulatory provisions for the SPSV 
sector, drivers already have the right to refuse carriage to a passenger who does not comply with 
a “reasonable request” which, in the present circumstances, would include a request to wear a 
face covering. 

As the Deputy is aware, the wearing of face coverings on all mass transit forms of public 
transport has recently been made mandatory and my Department is now working with the De-
partment of Health, in consultation with the National Transport Authority (NTA), about extend-
ing the mandatory approach to include the SPSV sector.  The Deputy will also be aware that 
the Government recently decided to make mandatory provision for wearing face coverings in 
retail settings too.

In the meantime, compliance by passengers with the public health advice in relation to face 
coverings is being carefully monitored and, given the current situation and the public health 
advice, I would strongly encourage all drivers and passengers to wear a face covering while in 
an SPSV.
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In addition to face covering, vehicle cleaning is also important, and guidance on this has 
been available to the SPSV industry and on the NTA website for the last number of months.

21/07/2020WRG04700Marine Casualty Investigations Board

21/07/2020WRG04800146. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will amend the composition of the Marine Casualty Investigation Board to ensure that its mem-
bership is both impartial and has sufficient maritime competency to carry out its duties in view 
of the European Court of Justice ruling against Ireland regarding failures to ensure the indepen-
dence of the board; if he will establish a public enquiry into its previous investigations in view 
of the concerns of whistle-blowers, victims’ families and the ECJ ruling; if he will accept and 
support the reintroduction of the Merchant Shipping (Marine Casualty Investigation Board) 
(Amendment) Bill 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16648/20]

21/07/2020WRG04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Marine Casu-
alty Investigation Board (MCIB) was established in 2002 under the provisions of the Merchant 
Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act 2000 (the 2000 Act).  Its function is to in-
vestigate marine casualties and publish reports of such investigations involving Irish registered 
vessels worldwide, and other vessels in Irish territorial waters and inland waterways. 

Section 8 of the 2000 Act provides that the MCIB shall be independent of the Minister for 
Transport in the performance of its functions and, in general, shall be independent of any other 
person or body whose interests could conflict with its functions.

Section 9 of the 2000 Act sets out the composition of the five person Board, which consists 
of three persons appointed by the Minister for Transport; the Chief Surveyor of the Department 
of Transport; and the Secretary General of the Department or his or her nominee.  Under cur-
rent arrangements, the three Ministerial appointments are made following an open application 
process involving the Public Appointments Service State Boards recruitment system.  MCIB 
investigations are carried out by its panel of external investigators.

European Directive 2009/18/EC of 23 April 2009 established the fundamental principles 
governing the investigation of certain accidents in the maritime transport sector (with Member 
States having until 17 June 2011 to bring in the required legislation).  The remit of the Directive 
is narrower than that of the MCIB as it excludes certain vessels from its application (such as 
fishing vessels of less than fifteen metres length; pleasure craft; and inland waterway vessels).  
Article 8.1 of the Directive provides inter alia that the investigative body shall be independent 
in its organisation, legal structure and decision making of any party whose interests could con-
flict with the task entrusted to it.

In 2011, the MCIB was designated as the investigative body in the State for the purposes of 
the Directive by Regulation 4 of the European Communities (Merchant Shipping) (Investiga-
tion of Accidents) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 276 of 2011).

The European Commission expressed concern about the composition of the Board of the 
MCIB in the context of the independence requirements of Article 8.1, with particular regard 
to the membership of the Chief Surveyor of the Department of Transport and the nominee of 
the Secretary General of the Department.  The case was lodged with the Court of Justice of the 
European Union (CJEU) in March 2019.

On 9 July 2020 the CJEU delivered its judgment, declaring that by failing to provide for an 
investigating body which is independent in its organisation and decision making of any party 
whose interests could conflict with the task entrusted to that investigative body, Ireland has 
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failed to comply with its obligations under Article 8.1 of Directive 2009/18/EC.

It is important to note that there was no finding of partiality on the part of the MCB but the 
CJEU has noted that a finding that the investigative body failed to act impartially in specific 
cases is not necessary to establish an infringement.

My Department is examining the judgment and is awaiting legal advice on possible next 
steps, including amending legislation.  Any such proposals will provide a basis for early en-
gagement with the European Commission in order to ensure that the Court findings and the 
concerns of the Commission are addressed.

I can assure the Deputy that every effort is being made to progress matters and to address the 
Court findings and the concerns of the European Commission as quickly as possible. 

It is not my intention to seek any form of inquiry into the MCIB’s investigations, noted 
above, no finding of partiality has been made in the actions of the Board of the MCIB.

In relation to the Merchant Shipping (Marine Casualty Investigation Board) (Amendment) 
Bill 2019 – as you will know the Bill fell along with all such others due to the dissolution of the 
last Dáil.  I expect that the actions taken to address the findings of the CJEU’s ruling will negate 
the need for the re-introduction of any similar Bill.

21/07/2020WRG05000Driver Test

21/07/2020WRG05100147. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the resumption of driver tests; if persons whose provisional licence lapsed during the 
pandemic will be prioritised for a test; the legal situation for drivers whose provisional licence 
has lapsed but are still awaiting a test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16687/20]

21/07/2020WRG05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Due to the closure 
of services provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak, 
my predecessor took measures to extend the validity of number of documents, including the 
learner permit.  Any learner permits which were due to expire from 1 March 2020 to 30 June 
2020 inclusive have had their period of validity extended by 8 months.  The issue of lapsed 
learner permits as a direct consequence of the suspension of services therefore should not arise.

The RSA has been working, in consultation with my Department, on plans for the resump-
tion of the range of services and functions for which it is responsible, following the publication 
of the Government roadmap and, more recently, the National Return to Work Safety Protocol 
as agreed by employer and trade union representatives.  

The driver testing service restarted on a phased basis during Phase 3 of the Government’s 
road map for easing of Covid19 restrictions. On Monday 29 June, driving tests resumed on a 
gradual basis for trucks, buses and motorcycles.  Fourteen driving test centres reopened ini-
tially, but as the number of tests and categories of vehicles being tested increases, the remaining 
test centres will reopen.  

The RSA will update its website, rsa.ie to advise on each centre as they re-open. 

Following the publication by Government of a revised Phase 3 road map for reopening Ire-
land, driving tests for cars, vans and minibuses are also resuming on a phased basis.  Priority 
will initially be given to frontline workers and those who had their driving tests cancelled as a 
result of the Covid-19 emergency response measures.
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The safety of the public is of paramount importance at this time, whether from infection 
or from deaths and injuries on the road, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my 
Department will be guided by NPHET and national experts.

21/07/2020WRG05300Rail Network

21/07/2020WRG05400148. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to reopen the Waterford to Rosslare to Europort rail link as set out in the Programme for 
Government; the time frame he has set for this rail corridor to be restored; the steps he pro-
poses to take to ensure the project is completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16688/20]

21/07/2020WRG05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for 
Government does not contain a commitment of the type suggested by the Deputy.

The Programme for Government makes a strong commitment to fundamentally change the 
nature of transport in Ireland.  To deliver on this will require a whole-of-system perspective 
across all modes of transport – including active travel, bus, and rail.

As referenced in the Programme for Government we are also committed to developing, and 
importantly implementing, transport strategies for all of the cities, including Waterford. This 
move toward evidence-based, plan-led strategic infrastructure development is in line with inter-
national best practice, allows for better integration of transport planning and land-use planning 
and is the means to deliver real change in our major cities.

I am pleased to say that the National Transport Authority, in co-operation with the local 
authority, has now commenced preparatory work on a metropolitan area transport strategy for 
Waterford.  Development of the Strategy will allow for consideration of the potential role of all 
modes of transport, including the rail corridor referred to by the Deputy, and I look forward to 
the Strategy’s progression in the second half of the year.

Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 112.

21/07/2020WRH00300Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRH00400150. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
legislation will be introduced to regulate the use of e-scooters.  [16696/20]

21/07/2020WRH00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As I stated previ-
ously to the Deputy, I intend to legislate for the regulation of e-scooters in accordance with the 
Programme for Government. This will involve identifying and developing appropriate amend-
ments to primary road traffic legislation across a range of areas, which will be complex and 
must also be done in a way that does not undermine the overall framework of road traffic law 
or road safety generally.

The Government’s current legislative priorities are the necessary measures essential to man-
age the ongoing COVID-19 emergency and to address the economic and social consequences 
of the pandemic.  Consequently, it is not possible to provide a detailed timeframe at this time.

21/07/2020WRH00600Driver Test
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21/07/2020WRH00700151. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
driver licence tests will recommence; and if priority will be given to those who have specific 
mobility requirements or caring responsibilities. [16713/20]

21/07/2020WRH00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The RSA has been 
working, in consultation with my Department, on plans for the resumption of the range of ser-
vices and functions for which it is responsible, following the publication of the Government 
roadmap and, more recently, the National Return to Work Safely Protocol as agreed by em-
ployer and trade union representatives.

The driver testing service restarted on a gradual basis during Phase 3 of the Government’s 
road map for easing of Covid19 restrictions.

On Monday 29 June, driving tests resumed on a gradual basis for trucks, buses and motorcy-
cles.  Fourteen driving test centres reopened initially, but as the number of tests and categories 
of vehicles being tested increases in the coming weeks, the remaining test centres will reopen.

The RSA will update its website, rsa.ie, to advise on each centre as it reopens.

Following the publication by Government of a revised Phase 3 road map for reopening 
Ireland, driving tests for cars, vans and minibuses are now resuming on a phased basis.  Prior-
ity will initially be given to frontline workers and those who had their tests cancelled when the 
driver testing service was suspended.

However, any driving test candidate can email urgenttests@rsa.ie to request an earlier test.  
They will be required to provide justification as to why they should be allocated an urgent test.

21/07/2020WRH00900Public Transport

21/07/2020WRH01000152. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
clarify with a company (details supplied) the reason there are consistent delays on the Luas red 
line in view of the fact that on 14 July 2020 there were announcements that there were delays 
on the line again.  [16714/20]

21/07/2020WRH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding relating to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operation of public transport.

The issue of delays on both Luas lines is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 
in conjunction with the Luas operator Transdev, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to TII for direct reply.  I ask her to advise my private office if she does not receive a response 
within ten working days.

Following the commencement of Phase 3 of the Roadmap for Reopening Society and Busi-
ness on 29 June 2020, changes to the existing public transport social distancing restrictions 
were agreed, allowing a move from 2 metres social distancing to utilising 50% of the passenger-
carrying capacity of public transport fleet.  This will help to underpin public transport services 
during these unprecedented times, with a view to safeguarding public transport capacity in 
Phases 3 and 4 of the Roadmap for Re-opening Society and Business.

Alongside this change, it was also decided that the wearing of a face covering when using 
public transport would be made mandatory.  The new Department of Health Regulations, which 
came into effect on 13 July, require passengers, with some exceptions, to wear face coverings.  
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This gives additional protection to both passengers and transport staff.

21/07/2020WRH01200Driver Test

21/07/2020WRH01300153. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when driv-
er tests will resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16723/20]

21/07/2020WRH01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The RSA has been 
working, in consultation with my Department, on plans for the resumption of the range of ser-
vices and functions for which it is responsible, following the publication of the Government 
roadmap and, more recently, the National Return to Work Safely Protocol as agreed by em-
ployer and trade union representatives.

The driver testing service restarted on a gradual basis during Phase 3 of the Government’s 
road map for easing of Covid19 restrictions.

On Monday 29 June, driving tests resumed on a gradual basis for trucks, buses and motor-
cycles. Fourteen driving test centres reopened initially, but as the number of tests and categories 
of vehicles being tested increases in the coming weeks, the remaining test centres will reopen.

The RSA will update its website, rsa.ie, to advise on each centre as it reopens.

Following the publication by Government of a revised Phase 3 road map for reopening Ire-
land, driving tests for cars, vans and minibuses are now resuming on a phased basis.  Initially, 
essential workers and those who had appointments which were cancelled due to Covid 19, will 
be prioritiesed by the RSA.

The safety of the public is of paramount importance at this time, whether from infection 
or from deaths and injuries on the road, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my 
Department will be guided by NPHET and national experts.

21/07/2020WRH01500Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRH01600154. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that persons whose driver licences expire face a long delay in 
obtaining replacements and are unable to drive until they receive them; his plans to extend the 
automatic extension of driver licences to persons whose licences expire after 30 June 2020 until 
the backlog is cleared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16769/20]

21/07/2020WRH01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The possible exten-
sion of the validity of drvier licences for a further period is under consideration.

The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) recommenced services on a phased basis 
from Monday 8 June 2020. NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social 
distancing requirements and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers. Therefore, all 
appointments must be booked in advance. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand 
for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority is working with their providers to see how they can increase 
capacity while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options under consideration include ex-
tended opening hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. Some ap-
plicants may be able to apply online. Details are available on the NDLS website (www.ndls.ie).
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Any queries in relation to driving licences can be addressed to the NDLS customer service 
at 076 108 7880 or by emailing info@ndls.ie.

21/07/2020WRH01800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRH01900155. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sup-
ports, subsidies and emergency funding measures given to Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann; the 
date on which the supports were given; the further supports planned; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16863/20]

21/07/2020WRH02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport in Ireland.  The Exchequer allocates funding for the purposes of both capital 
and current expenditure from the Department’s Vote to the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
for allocation to the transport operators for the provision of public transport services and infra-
structure.  In Budget 2020, an overall allocation of €1 billion was secured to fund public and 
sustainable transport projects this year.

Since 2010, the award of Public Service Obligation (PSO) funding falls under the indepen-
dent statutory remit of the NTA.  The allocations to the companies are decided by the NTA in 
exercise of its statutory mandate and in accordance with the various contract arrangements that 
it has in place with PSO service providers.

The sharp decline in passenger numbers since mid-March this year as a result of the Co-
vid-19 health emergency has caused an unprecedented fall in fare revenues, thus creating a 
wide gap between the operators’ costs and actual revenues. This has put acute pressure on the 
existing Public Service Obligation (PSO) budget.  In response to this situation, and in recogni-
tion of the role of public transport as an essential service and in facilitating the Government’s 
Roadmap for Re-opening Society and Business, on 4 June the Government decided to make a 
substantial increase to the 2020 total PSO allocation, in order to enable the continuation of PSO 
services for the full year.

The Deputy may also be aware that on 25 June the Government agreed to a temporary fund-
ing supports, in accordance with EU and national legislation, for the licensed bus sector.  These 
supports are aimed at ensuring the continued operation of essential licensed bus services for 
a period of up to six months. The package will be restricted to operators where a clear public 
interest justification supports such intervention and will be targeted at compensating the gap 
between specified costs and the revenues generated on the services. The NTA, as the public 
transport licensing agency, is responsible for administering funding support through the estab-
lishment of contracts between the NTA and the relevant operators.

These measures are, of course, additional to the wider programme of Government supports 
introduced for impacted businesses, including new schemes of wage subsidies, rates waivers, 
restart grants, lending facilities, equity injection, and business advisory supports for example.

In view of the above and the NTA’s role in allocating transport funding to individual trans-
port operators, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  I ask him to 
inform my private office if he does not receive a reply within ten days.

21/07/2020WRH02100National Car Test
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21/07/2020WRH02200156. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
regulation that all taxis must have their suitability test done within 30 days of their NCT test 
will be reviewed in view of the fact that due to the Covid-19 pandemic many tests were resched-
uled to later in the year, which will result in a taxi driver (details supplied) having to pay to have 
another NCT test done; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16890/20]

21/07/2020WRH02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of 
the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including regulatory measures in response 
to the present COVID-19 pandemic, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  I am aware that the NTA has made ar-
rangements with the National Car Testing Service (NCTS) to put a priority system in place for 
SPSVs.  I also understand that no late renewal fees will be charged as a result of any delays 
experienced by licence holders due to a delay in securing an NCT appointment.

Given the role of the NTA as regulator, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Author-
ity for direct reply to him.  I ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

21/07/2020WRH02400Road Projects

21/07/2020WRH02500157. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeline of works for the Coonagh to Knockalisheen road, Limerick; when he expects it to be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16894/20]

21/07/2020WRH02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local 
authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.

Project Ireland 2040 identifies a programme of regional and local road improvement proj-
ects to be progressed with grant support and the Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor Road 
is one of those projects.  Implementation of the programme of projects is on a phased basis and 
progression of each project is subject to the profile of annual capital allocations available to the 
Department.

Implementation of the Coonagh to Knockalisheen scheme is the responsibility of Limerick 
City and County Council. Grant funding of €5 million has been allocated to the Council for this 
project in 2020. My Department recently approved this project to proceed to tender for the main 
construction contract.

21/07/2020WRH02700Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRH02800158. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to produce safe travel guidance for public transport users in view of the introduction 
of regulations for the mandatory wearing of face coverings on public transport which came 
into effect on 13 July 2020 under the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) 
(Covid-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16902/20]

21/07/2020WRH02900167. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which the requirement to wear face masks on public transportation will be enforced; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17159/20]

21/07/2020WRH03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 158 and 167 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.

Public transport has been serving a vital role in transporting essential workers, getting peo-
ple back to work, and enabling the re-opening of businesses.  As re-opening continues, more 
people need to travel on public transport. S.I. No. 244 of 2020 (Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - 
Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020) 
was introduced on Friday 10 July and came into effect on Monday 13 July. The new Regula-
tions require passengers, with some exceptions, to wear face coverings.  This gives additional 
protection to both passengers and transport staff.

Public health advice tells us that face coverings are an important safety measure, especially 
in interior spaces, but that they not suitable for every individual.  Recognising this, the new 
Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13.  Reflecting public health advice, the 
Regulations also allow that wearing a face covering is not required where a person has a “rea-
sonable excuse”, and this includes where a person -

- cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental illness, 
impairment or disability or without severe distress,

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating,

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person, or

- removes the face covering to take medication.

The NTA is engaging with public transport operators regarding implementation of the Regu-
lations.  The NTA is also making arrangements for an easy and discreet way for vulnerable 
people who have a reasonable excuse for not wearing a face covering to communicate this with 
relevant public transport staff.

The Regulations are implementable by a “relevant person” who is defined as any officer, 
employee or agent of a public transport operator or of the NTA.  A relevant person implement-
ing the Regulations can seek the assistance of An Garda Síochána where needed.

Where a passenger is not wearing a face covering, a relevant person under the Regulations 
may:

- request the passenger to wear a face covering,

- refuse the passenger entry to the public transport vehicle, or

- request the passenger to alight from the vehicle.

Failure to comply is an offence and there are penalties (on summary conviction) for non-
compliance.

Operators are already reporting high levels of compliance by passengers.  I expect this to 
grow in the coming days as people understand the importance of protecting their fellow pas-
sengers and the staff of the public transport operators.  It is not intended that enforcement or 
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penalties will be needed often, but they are now available if necessary.

The Chief Medical Officer and the HSE are responsible for the issuing of guidelines in rela-
tion to public health and the public health advices apply across all modes of public transport.  
Guidance on the wearing of face coverings, including on public transport, is available on the 
HSE website.  The NTA is working with public transport operators (both public and private) 
who are implementing public health advice in relation to issues such as cleaning regimes and 
social distancing measures designed to limit the risk of spreading Covid-19.

In addition, The ‘Return to Work Safely Protocol’ which was published on 9 May 2020 sets 
out the steps and processes employers and workers must take to mitigate the spread of Covid-19 
in the workplace.  The Protocol is a living document which will evolve with changing Public 
Health advice.

21/07/2020WRH03100National Car Test

21/07/2020WRH03200159. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason the vehicle of a person (details supplied) was scheduled for a reinspection at North-
point Business Park Centre, Naul Road, Ballymun, Swords, County Dublin, following a test 
which identified minor defects must undergo a full NCT test. [16920/20]

21/07/2020WRH03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The operation of 
the National Car Test (NCT) service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority 
and I have no role in individual cases.  I have therefore referred the question to the Authority 
for direct reply.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

21/07/2020WRH03400National Car Test

21/07/2020WRH03500160. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason the Northpoint Business Park NCT Centre, Naul Road, Ballymun, Swords, County 
Dublin, did not include in a text sent to persons whose vehicles were due to undergo tests that 
payment by cash and by cheque would not be accepted. [16921/20]

21/07/2020WRH03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The operation of the 
National Car Test (NCT) service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and 
I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.

Please note that the phased resumption of the NCT testing service is subject to public health 
guidelines and aligned with the Government’s Roadmap for reopening Society and Business.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

21/07/2020WRH03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRH03800161. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he is taking to protect and preserve vulnerable but viable businesses such as tour guides, 
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chauffeur and limousines businesses and coach operators, many of which have mortgage-type 
loans on vehicles to ensure they thrive when tourism returns. [16923/20]

21/07/2020WRH03900162. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
has taken to protect vulnerable professionals of many years’ standing in the tour guide business 
who have helped to sell Ireland so successfully to visitors who return again and again; and the 
supports in place to protect them to ensure they can recommence as vibrant businesses when the 
turn in the pandemic comes. [16925/20]

21/07/2020WRH04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 161 and 162 together.

The Government will shortly publish a series of immediate actions to support the economy 
- the “July Stimulus”. In this context the Government will, among other things, consider further 
additional measures that may be needed to support the tourism and hospitality sector.

My Department has liaised with other Government departments and industry representative 
bodies, to align the economy wide COVID-19 supports and initiatives with tourism and hospi-
tality needs. The Government will continue to explore funding potential for all enterprises in-
cluding tourism businesses as they work through the challenges facing them, including through 
any mechanisms allowable through the EU’s state aid framework.

21/07/2020WRH04200Driver Test

21/07/2020WRH04300163. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
aids in place to assist persons to prepare and pass the driver theory test; if there are supports 
similar to the reasonable accommodation scheme for State exams; if he has considered intro-
ducing such a scheme in view of the particular challenges some persons face but which have no 
bearing on their driving skills and competences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16927/20]

21/07/2020WRH04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Driver Theory 
Test provider offers various options to accommodate candidates who may require special as-
sistance to take their test.

For instance, they offer a voiceover option whereby the questions and answers are read out 
to the candidate over the headphones. Additional time is also allowed for the candidate to take 
the test. There is also a reader recorder service whereby a staff member will read the questions 
and answer options to the candidate and record their answers on screen. Other services offered 
include dyslexia support, professional and ISL video clips, or ISL interpreters.

To avail of extra time or a reader recorder service during their test, a candidate must write to 
the Driver Theory Test Service with medical evidence on official headed paper from a school, 
doctor or professional person confirming the assistance the candidate requires.

This should be posted to: Driver Theory Test, PO Box 15, Dundalk, Co. Louth.

Please note the voiceover option can be selected upon booking your test online or via tele-
phone.

Translator support tests are available by special arrangement at certain centres. This support 
is for candidates who do not speak or understand English. Evidence of a candidate’s require-
ment for this service must be provided.
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The Deputy should be aware that, due to Covid-19 restrictions, in-person assistance ser-
vices such as translators, reader recorders and dyslexia support professionals are currently sus-
pended. These will remain suspended until government guidelines allow the service to resume. 
Additional time, recorded voiceovers in English and other languages and ISL video clips are 
currently available to customers who require assistance.

21/07/2020WRH04500Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRH04600164. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of driver licences that expired during the Covid-19 restrictions; and the number of additional 
staff who will be required to ensure that these drivers are provided with updated licences within 
a reasonable time period in tabular form. [17073/20]

21/07/2020WRH04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

21/07/2020WRH04800Aviation Industry

21/07/2020WRH04900165. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the dispute in Shannon Airport between cabin crew and their unions with 
an airline (details supplied) concerning the nature of the engagement of the company with them 
in respect of working conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17108/20]

21/07/2020WRH05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department 
has maintained regular contact with key aviation stakeholders, including Aer Lingus, since the 
start of the COVID-19 crisis. The aviation industry is one of the most affected by the global 
pandemic. All airlines have seen severe depletion of revenue and are facing various degrees of 
financial challenge.

The Government has brought forward a series of measures to support all businesses im-
pacted by COVID-19. These include the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, the Pandemic Un-
employment Benefit, and the ISIF Pandemic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund for medium and 
large enterprises.

I understand that Aer Lingus is engaging with their employeees and representative bodies 
regarding the urgent requirement to reduce costs across its business, given the dramatic decline 
in demand for travel in the immediate term and the uncertainly regarding future travel demand.

Industrial relations are a matter for the airline and its employees and the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport has no role in relation to such matters. The industrial relations 
machinery of the State would be availabe to assist all parties to reach agreement, should the 
need arise.

21/07/2020WRH05100Railway Stations

21/07/2020WRH05200166. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if pro-
posals for the establishment of a railway station and-or park-and-ride facility in proximity to a 
stadium (details supplied) are being advanced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17128/20]
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21/07/2020WRH05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

In that regard the Deputy will be aware that this Government is committed to a fundamental 
change in the nature of transport in Ireland. In relation to our major cities that change will be 
driven by delivering upon the sustainable mobility projects and programmes outlined, or to be 
developed, in their metropolitan area transport strategies.

The Deputy is likely aware that the National Transport Authority (NTA) is working with 
the local authority in developing a Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy.  
This move toward evidence-based, plan-led strategic infrastructure development is in line with 
international best practice and allows for better integration of transport planning and land-use 
planning.

I understand that the NTA hopes to publish a draft Strategy in the next month and I believe 
that issues such as those referred to by the Deputy can be raised and considered as part of that 
public consultation period.

Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 158.

21/07/2020WRH05500Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRH05600168. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of arrangements to extend the driver licences of persons whose licences are expiring due 
to the large backlog for renewals and unavailability of appointments in addition to the fact that 
online renewals require a person to have a public services card, for which there is also a back-
log. [17177/20]

21/07/2020WRH05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The possible exten-
sion of the validity of drvier licences for a further period is under consideration. The National 
Driver Licence Service (NDLS) recommenced on Monday 8 June 2020. The service resumed 
on a gradual basis and by Monday 29 June all NDLS centres, except Clifden and Belmullet, 
had reopened. Part-time NDLS offices in Belmullet and Clifden are expected to reopen in the 
coming weeks.

NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing requirements 
and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers and therefore all appointments must be 
booked in advance. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority is working with their providers to see how they can increase ca-
pacity while adhering to the return to work protocol. Options include extended opening hours, 
overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. Some applicants may be able to 
apply online. Details are available on the NDLS website (www.ndls.ie).  However, a Public 
Services Card is required for online renewals.

Any queries in relation to driving licences can be addressed to the NDLS customer service 
at 076 108 7880 or by emailing info@ndls.ie.

21/07/2020WRJ00200Driver Test

21/07/2020WRJ00300169. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if con-
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cerns on driver theory test delays raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) will 
receive a response; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17230/20]

21/07/2020WRJ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Correspondence 
from this individual was received by my office on the 15 July 2020 and a reply will issue in this 
regard.

The driver theory test was suspended, as were many other services due to the viral outbreak.  
Following detailed planning by the Road Safety Authority (RSA), in consultation with my De-
partment, the service has been resumed as of 8 June, with centres opening on a gradual basis. 
The resumption is dependent on strict protocols being in place for staff and test candidates in 
order to comply with public health guidelines. The safety of the public is of paramount impor-
tance at this time, and in this as in all aspects of the Covid-19 crisis, my Department is guided 
by NPHET and national experts.

Inevitably, there is now a backlog of theory tests. Due to the social distancing requirements, 
normal daily capacity will be considerably reduced. This will mean that customers will experi-
ence longer waiting times than was the case when the service was suspended and the public’s 
patience and understanding in this regard is requested.

The RSA have assured my Department they are working hard to deal with this backlog – 
they will be opening on additional days including Saturdays, (at some centres) and extended 
hours will also be provided to allow additional capacity for appointments. The Driver Theory 
Test provider is also closely monitoring the supply and demand situation at present.

Those whose appointments were cancelled by the RSA due to the Covid-19 situation will 
have first priority. Priority then will be given in order of application date.

Additional appointments are added frequently.  This individual may wish to contact the 
Driver Theory Test Service directly on 1890 606 106 for further assistance with finding a date 
and location near to him.

21/07/2020WRJ00500Legislative Measures

21/07/2020WRJ00600170. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
plans to legislate for the regulation of e-scooters in 2020.  [17231/20]

21/07/2020WRJ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I intend to legislate 
for the regulation of e-scooters in accordance with the Programme for Government.  This will 
involve identifying and developing appropriate amendments to primary road traffic legislation 
across a range of complex areas. The work must be carried out in such a way so that it does not 
undermine the overall framework of road traffic law or road safety in general.

The Government’s current legislative priorities are the necessary measures to manage Covid 
19 and to address its social and economic consequences.

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 112.

21/07/2020WRJ00850Road Network

21/07/2020WRJ00875172. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for opening a consultation process (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [17274/20]

21/07/2020WRJ01000173. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for opening a consultation process (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17274/20]

21/07/2020WRJ01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together.  

As Minister for Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have 
responsibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National 
Roads Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  
This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approv-
als.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise the Deputy on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for a direct reply.  I 
ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/07/2020WRJ01200Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRJ01300174. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will address an oversight with regard to the NDLS licensing arrangements in that licences 
which expired between March and June 2020 have a four-month grace period but licences ex-
pired in July 2020 or thereafter have no grace period but applicants cannot obtain appointments 
for renewal for up to a month due to the backlog; if has considered extending the grace period 
to applicants in July 2020 and thereafter until such time as the backlog is cleared and NDLS 
services are operating as normal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17305/20]

21/07/2020WRJ01400178. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
extend the renewal deadline for category 2 driver licences; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17360/20]

21/07/2020WRJ01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 174 and 178 together.

The decision to extend the validity for learner permits for a further 4 months was taken to 
ease the pressure on the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) to allow for the prioritising 
of issuing of driving licences. However, extending the validity of driver licences for a further 
period is under consideration.

The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) resumed services on Monday 8 June 2020. 
The service resumed on a gradual basis, and by Monday 29 June all NDLS centres, except 
Clifden and Belmullet, had reopened.

NDLS offices are unable to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing requirements 
and in the interest of protecting the staff and customers, and therefore all appointments must 
be booked in advance. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority is working with their providers to see how they can increase ca-
pacity while adhering to the return to work safely protocol. Options include extended opening 
hours, overtime and protective segregation barriers between booths. Some applicants may be 
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able to apply online. Details are available on the NDLS website.

21/07/2020WRJ01600Driver Licences

21/07/2020WRJ01700175. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
consideration will be given to allow additional renewal time for driver licences expiring in July 
to September 2020 in view of the Covid-19 backlog; the online renewal options available to 
those without public services cards; if consideration will be given to providing the option of 
online renewals to those without a public services card; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17315/20]

21/07/2020WRJ01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The possible exten-
sion of the validity of driver licences for a further period is under consideration.

To apply for, or renew, a driving licence you are required to present photographic ID, evi-
dence of PPSN, evidence of address and evidence of residency entitlement.  An applicant must 
present in person at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) office where the required docu-
mentation can be examined. Due to Covid 19 no walk in apppointments are available in the 
interest of the safety of staff and the public.

If you are renewing a driving licence or learner permit, and you are under 70 years and you 
do not have a truck or bus category on your driving licence/learner permit, you may be able 
to apply online. The same information mentioned above is required when accessing the online 
system, and the Public Services Card satisfies this requirement as the information has already 
been provided and verified by another Government department.

A MyGovID verified account is required to meet the Government policy of SAFE2 standard 
for ID verification, and such verification is required to access the online system. The Public 
Service Card meets this requirement.

21/07/2020WRJ01900Driver Test

21/07/2020WRJ02000176. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son a person (details supplied) who suffers from dyslexia cannot be provided with a reader in 
order that they can complete the driver theory test; if it is possible for them to source a reader in 
order that they can complete the test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17334/20]

21/07/2020WRJ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

21/07/2020WRJ02200Cycling Facilities

21/07/2020WRJ02300177. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if spe-
cific commitments will be given to ring-fence funding for cycling quietways in urban centres. 
[17336/20]

21/07/2020WRJ02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility to secure 



21 July 2020

79

or provide cycling infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area and works with the local authorities 
in Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford in delivering similar infrastructure there.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  I ask the Deputy to advise my private office if he does not re-
ceive a reply within 10 working days.

Question No. 178 answered with Question No. 174.

Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 112.

21/07/2020WRJ02700Road Projects

21/07/2020WRJ02800180. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for the commencement of construction on the new N24, which bypasses the current N24 
from County Limerick to County Waterford, as mentioned in the national development plan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17372/20]

21/07/2020WRJ02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for 
Climate, Energy, Communications and Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  
Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject 
to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, 
TII is best placed to advise the Deputy on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for a direct reply.  I 
ask him to advise my private office if he does not receive a reply within 10 working days.

As set out in the Programme for Government, the Government will be carrying out a review 
of the National Development Plan later this year, taking account of the priorities of Government 
set out in the Programme.  The Deputy may wish to address further questions he may have on 
the review of the NDP to my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

21/07/2020WRJ03000Military Aircraft

21/07/2020WRJ03100181. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of United States of America military personnel who have grounded here via commer-
cial flights before making an onward flight in the past three years to date in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17374/20]

21/07/2020WRJ03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has 
no function with regard to the transit of foreign military personnel through Irish sovereign ter-
ritory or Irish airports.

daa has confirmed that it has not had US military personnel arriving on commercial flights 
through Dublin Airport and Cork Airport to date in 2020.  With regard to Shannon Airport, I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to Shannon Group plc. for direct reply.

If the Deputy does not receive a reply from the Company within ten working days, I ask her 
to advise my Private Office.
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21/07/2020WRJ03300Help-To-Buy Scheme

21/07/2020WRJ03400182. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the number of help-to-buy grant 
applications received; the number of applications that reached claim stage; and the number of 
claims approved under the help to buy scheme in quarters 1 and 2 of 2020. [16554/20]

21/07/2020WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that Revenue publishes 
a monthly update on the Help to Buy (HTB) scheme on the Revenue website. The most recent 
update to 30 June 2020 in respect of applications, both approved and pending, and claims made 
can be found at:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expenditures/help-to-buy-
stats.pdf

Revenue’s statistics in respect of the current year show the total number of applications 
received at 42,072. Applications will progress to the claim stage only if the applicant decides 
to purchase a property that is eligible for the scheme. Many applications may never progress to 
the claim stage because the applicant does not purchase a property or purchases a property not 
eligible for the scheme.

To-date, since the start of the scheme, 19,478 HTB claims have been made, of which 18,899 
are approved.

The following table sets out the number of claims made and approved in Q1 and Q2 of 2020:

Month Claims Made Claims Approved
Jan-20 279 340
Feb-20 536 492
Mar-20 689 673
Apr-20 288 293
May-20 250 287
Jun-20 374 405

21/07/2020WRJ03600Tax Code

21/07/2020WRJ03700183. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the position on 
a possible tax bill for those on the temporary wage subsidy scheme or pandemic unemployment 
payment support payments. [16682/20]

21/07/2020WRJ03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Payments made under both the Tempo-
rary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme 
are income supports and share the characteristics of income.  Other income earners in receipt 
of comparable “normal wages” are taxable on those wages.  In the interest of equity, payments 
under the TWSS and the PUP are subject to income tax. Payments under the TWSS are also 
subject to universal social charge (USC), while the PUP follows the general taxation rule for 
social welfare payments and, thus, is exempt from that charge.  Payments under both schemes 
are exempt from PRSI charges.

Neither PUP nor TWSS payments are taxed in real-time through the PAYE system, but a 
recipient of either payment may become liable for income tax and USC (for TWSS only) at the 
end of the year, which will be calculated by Revenue through the end of year review process.

In cases where the tax liability for those payments exceeds unused personal and PAYE tax 
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credits for 2020, the level of tax and USC due by the person may be reduced or eliminated by 
the amount of unused tax credits available to him or her at the end of the year. Any liability 
due may also be further reduced if the person has additional tax credits, for example health ex-
penses, to offset. Revenue has also very recently placed all recipients of TWSS payments or the 
PUP on what is known as the “week 1 basis” of taxation for the remainder of the year so as to 
“preserve” unused tax credits that can then be used to offset any income tax or USC liabilities 
that may arise at end year.

I am advised by Revenue that the final calculation of the end of year tax liability for each 
person is dependent on a range of factors, including the person’s civil status, their available 
tax credits, the amount received under TWSS and/or PUP, any top-up payments made by the 
employer, as well as other entitlements and credits, such as health expenses.  Revenue has also 
assured me that if any tax and USC liabilities still arise at end year following the allocation 
of unused credits, it will work with its customers to collect the outstanding liabilities over an 
extended period.  This will be achieved by reducing their tax credits for future years, thereby 
minimising any financial hardship to the greatest extent possible.

21/07/2020WRJ03900Help-To-Buy Scheme

21/07/2020WRJ04000184. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the help-to-
buy scheme for persons who build their own home in order that the reckonable limits apply to 
the cost of the home rather than that LTV rate in view of the fact that the current conditions 
discriminate against rural dwellers who build on their own land; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17027/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): S.477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
sets out the requirements of the Help to Buy incentive. It provides that a qualifying first time 
buyer must take out a loan in an amount equal to at least 70% of either the purchase price of the 
property in the case of a purchased house or the value of the property in the case of a self-build 
house. The valuation of a self-build is as approved by the lender as determined in accordance 
with the Central Bank’s macro prudential rules.  These rules stipulate the valuation as being the 
site cost plus the cost of construction.

My Department’s tax expenditure guidelines require that tax incentives must seek to avoid 
deadweight. It is my view that extending the incentive to those first-time buyers whose loan to 
value is below 70% would not be consistent with that requirement.

21/07/2020WRJ04200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRJ04300185. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the reason employers are not 
entitled to the temporary wage subsidy for workers who commenced work in early March 2020 
and are eligible for the pandemic unemployment payment; his plans to correct the anomaly; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17057/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04400186. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to maintain the tem-
porary wage subsidy scheme for those involved in the entertainment industry until such time as 
mass gatherings are permitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17140/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04500188. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the temporary 
wage subsidy scheme for sectors, employers and self-employed persons that continue to be af-
fected by Covid-19-related measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17308/20]
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21/07/2020WRJ04600194. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the temporary wage subsidy scheme to include employees who were not employed by a 
company in January and February 2020. [16685/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04700195. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will change the rules 
of the temporary wage subsidy scheme in order that employees who are now on more hours 
than they were in January or February 2020 will receive the temporary wage subsidy scheme 
for all hours worked rather than only for the hours they were working before the lockdown. 
[16686/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04800203. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will oblige firms availing of the 
temporary wage subsidy scheme to include a compulsory retraining or reskilling plan for their 
employees as with comparative schemes in other EU countries; if he will consider introducing 
an in-work training subsidy to support such measures; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16872/20]

21/07/2020WRJ04900211. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the temporary wage subsidy scheme to include employees who were not employed by a 
company in January and February 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17164/20]

21/07/2020WRJ05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 185, 
186, 188, 194, 195, 203 and 211 together.

The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) was introduced in March and was specifi-
cally designed to support firm viability and preserve the relationship between the employer and 
employee insofar as is possible through the lockdown period, in circumstances where the em-
ployer’s business had been negatively impacted by COVID-19.

The TWSS is available to employees, whether full-time or part-time, who were on their 
employer payroll at 29 February 2020. This requirement is set down in Section 28 of the Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest (COVID-19) Act 2020.

The scheme was developed in a short period of time, having regard to the overarching ur-
gent Government objective of getting assistance to employers and employees quickly.

Since it was introduced, over 50,000 firms have availed of the scheme (which is almost a 
third of all employers from 2019). Over 500,000 jobs have been directly supported over the 
period and many more indirectly.  This is considerable coverage and it is noted that the value of 
payments made to date is over €2 billion.

The question of an individual’s entitlements in an employment context, and the question of 
what wages an employer may or may not be in a position to pay such an employee in light of the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the employer’s business, are matters that are outside the 
remit of the TWSS. The scheme has no role in relation to the employer/employee relationship 
in so far as the terms, conditions and entitlements of the employment are concerned.

As the public health restrictions are eased, the challenge for the economy and enterprises is 
evolving. Having regard to the novel circumstances surrounding the re-opening of the economy 
as well as the need to avoid the risk of forcing otherwise viable firms to close, in July it was 
announced that the TWSS will remain until the end of August. Work has been ongoing and is at 
an advanced stage around how best to support employers into the more medium term. The posi-
tion of various sectors, including the businesses and workers mentioned by the Deputies, will be 
taken into account in this process.  As per the commitment in the Programme for Government, 
it is planned that the July Jobs Initiative will set out a pathway for the future of the TWSS.
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21/07/2020WRJ05200Licence Applications

21/07/2020WRJ05300187. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the number of licences 
that have been issued under the Intoxicating Liquor (Breweries and Distilleries) Act 2018; the 
number that are distilleries, breweries or cider makers in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17153/20]

21/07/2020WRJ05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Intoxicating Liquor (Breweries 
and Distilleries) Act 2018 introduced two new classes of Excise Licences to the licensing code, 
namely a Producer’s Retail On Licence and a Producer’s Retail Off Licence.

Both licences were introduced to allow manufacturers sell the alcohol products manufac-
tured on their premises to visitors. The difference between the licence types is that the ON 
Licence allows for consumption of the product on the premises whereas the OFF Licence only 
permits sales for consumption off the premises. A statutory requirement for obtaining either of 
these licences is that the applicant is already the holder of the relevant Manufacturer’s Excise 
Licence.

The table below sets out the number of each licence type issued by Revenue in the licensing 
years 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 and the type of Manufacturer’s Excise Licence to which they 
are associated.

Renewal Licence 
Type

2018/2019 2019/2020 Manufacturer’s Li-
cence Type

Producer’s Retail 
OFF

2 Brewer

1 2 Distiller of Spirits
1 Rectifier of Spirits

Producer’s Retail 
ON

1 Brewer

3 Distiller of Spirits
1 Rectifier of Spirits
1 Brewer and Distiller 

of Spirits

Totals 1 11

Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 185.

21/07/2020WRJ05600Value Added Tax

21/07/2020WRJ05700189. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the campaign by yoga studio owners about their existing VAT rate; and his views on 
the matter.  [17330/20]

21/07/2020WRJ05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to the requirements of the EU VAT Directive, with which Irish VAT law must comply. In 
general, the VAT Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard 
rate unless they fall within Annex III of the Directive, in respect of which Member States may 
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apply either one or two reduced rates of VAT. The “use of sporting facilities” is specifically list-
ed in Annex III which therefore allows Ireland to apply the second reduced rate, currently 9%.

Services consisting of the care of the human body supplied in the course of a health studio 
business or similar business, such as a yoga studio, are not listed in Annex III and therefore 
would in general be subject to the standard rate. However, the Directive allows for historic VAT 
treatment to be maintained under certain conditions and Ireland has retained the application of 
the reduced rate of VAT, currently 13.5%, to the services of yoga studios.  This is known as a 
‘parked rate’ and the continuation of this reduced rate application is conditional on the rate be-
ing no less than 12%. Therefore, there is no discretion under the Directive to apply the 9% rate 
to these services.

21/07/2020WRK00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRK00300190. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the position on the ability of a 
person (details supplied) to avail of the temporary wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16521/20]

21/07/2020WRK00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) is available to employees, whether full-time or part-time, who were on their employer 
payroll at 29 February 2020. This requirement is set down in Section 28 of the Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest (COVID-19) Act 2020.

I am advised by Revenue that the person in question has been employed by two separate 
employers during 2020 (to date). She worked for her current employer from 14 April 2019 to 19 
January 2020, from 17 March 2020 to 22 March 2020, and from 8 July 2020 onwards. She was 
employed by her previous employer from 16 January 2020 to 7 March 2020.  As the person was 
not on her current employer’s payroll at 29 February 2020, it is not possible to provide access 
to the TWSS on her behalf.

21/07/2020WRK00500Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRK00600191. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of advisers 
and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting annual salary of 
each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for each appointee; 
the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; and if an 
advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular form.  [16563/20]

21/07/2020WRK00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On the commencement of every Dáil, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrange-
ments for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently 
awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned 2 persons to work with me as Special Advisers and they 
will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.
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21/07/2020WRK00800Economic Data

21/07/2020WRK00900192. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the estimate for the level of 
private sector investment in 2021 compared with projections made in the pre-Covid-19 period; 
and the scope for filling the shortfall by accelerated public activity in direct investment or by 
the development of sectoral strategies. [16577/20]

21/07/2020WRK01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At present, the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) publish investment by asset class (including, machinery and equipment, building and 
construction, etc.) and not by economic sectors. In line with this, my Department also produces 
investment projections by asset class rather than by sector. Nonetheless, the nominal value for 
total gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) or total investment in 2019 suggest was €162 billion.

However, ‘headline’ investment figures are heavily influenced by the activities of a small 
number of large multinational firms which have limited impact on actual activity in the Irish 
economy. These activities include the on-shoring of intellectual property assets to Ireland and 
investment in aircraft by the leasing sector. Modified investment – which removes these distor-
tions – is estimated to have been €44 billion in 2019. Public investment in 2019 is estimated to 
have been just over €8 billion. The difference of €36 billion represents a reasonable approxima-
tion of private sector investment excluding globalisation related distortions.

As set out in the Stability Programme update 2020, which incorporates the impacts of Cov-
id-19, modified investment is expected to be severely impacted by the pandemic. It is projected 
to fall sharply this year and is not projected to return to its 2019 level until at least 2022. In 
direct response to Covid-19, there has been a significant increase in public capital investment 
primarily in health and business supports, bringing total projected public investment this year 
to just under €9 billion. Capital investment will also form part of the July Stimulus.

As well as committing to bringing forward the review of the National Development Plan 
from 2022, the Programme for Government makes a range of commitments directly related to 
public investment, notably in the areas of climate action and biodiversity; town-centric plan-
ning and compact growth; reorientation of transport investment in support of sustainable modal 
shift; retrofitting; and advancement of Project Ireland 2040 goals in relation to balanced re-
gional development. The review will include an overview of the macro-economic context and 
justification for the planned level of expenditure taking into account demand and supply-side 
constraints, trends and developments in the construction sector before and during the Covid-19 
period, as well as international comparisons.

21/07/2020WRK01100Tax Data

21/07/2020WRK01200193. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has calcu-
lated the potential extra yields if the levy charged on NOx milligram per kilometre under the 
vehicle registration tax environmental health, or NOx, surcharge was doubled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16580/20]

21/07/2020WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that based on 
2019 sales levels and the average Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) rate charged per vehicle in the first six 
months of 2020, the proposed increase could raise an additional €55m in a full trading year. The 
bulk of this additional amount (€34m) would arise from imports of second-hand diesel vehicles. 
This estimate assumes no consumer behavioural change as a result of doubling the NOx charge 
or on the numbers or profile of used imported vehicles.
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The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the sale of motor vehicles has greatly reduced activ-
ity within this sector. For example, compared to the same period in 2019, sales of new passen-
ger vehicles are down by 33% while used passenger vehicles are down by 57%. The yield from 
the NOx component of VRT for the first 6 months of 2020 is in the region of €14m.

Questions Nos. 194 and 195 answered with Question No. 185.

21/07/2020WRK01600Insurance Costs

21/07/2020WRK01700196. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance his plans to address the issue of 
rising insurance premiums, especially in the context of the risk they pose to the viability of 
many SMEs. [16761/20]

21/07/2020WRK01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
I am very much aware of the problems faced by many businesses and consumers in relation 
to the cost and availability of insurance. The Government will continue to prioritise reform of 
the insurance sector with particular emphasis on motor, public liability, and employer liability 
insurance.  This is recognised in the Programme for Government’s cross-Departmental insur-
ance reform agenda, which lays out commitments that are aimed at addressing consumer and 
business concerns on the cost of insurance; increasing transparency; examining legal reforms 
in the duty of care area; enhancing the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board, and 
increasing competition.  This cross-departmental approach to addressing the challenges many 
have faced with insurance builds and expands upon previous work carried out by the Cost of 
Insurance Working group.

In terms of addressing premiums in some sectors, a necessary step is to bring the levels of 
personal injury damages awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other juris-
dictions. The establishment of the Judicial Council in December is very important in this regard, 
and it is expected that the Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee will submit draft Guidelines 
to the Judicial Council by 28 October.  The guidelines could play a role in the lowering of award 
levels and also could lead to a more consistent application of such awards by the courts.

However, it is also important to recognise that there is no single policy or legislative to 
remedy the cost and availability of insurance issue.  There are also many constraints faced by 
the Government in trying to address it, in particular the fact that it cannot direct the courts as to 
the award levels that should be applied, or direct insurance companies as to their pricing levels.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasise that insurance reform remains a priority for the Gov-
ernment.  This is an issue I, as Minister for Finance, along with my Departmental colleague, 
Minister of State Fleming, will focus on.  In doing so we will be cooperating with our Ministe-
rial colleagues that will be participating in the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and 
Investment in terms of prioritising the commitments on insurance reform.

21/07/2020WRK01900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRK02000197. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the data his Department is 
tracking in respect of landlord and bank dealings with enterprises impacted by Covid-19; and 
the policy initiatives under consideration to ensure that the appraisal of such bodies does not 
hamper the successful reopening of enterprises which can be made viable in the medium term. 
[16798/20]
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21/07/2020WRK02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While I, as Minister for Finance, have 
no function in respect of tracking landlord dealings with enterprises, the Banking Division of 
my Department does monitor bank lending with a particular focus on SME access to credit and 
related issues. The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), a body under the aegis of 
my Department, is closely involved in the design and implementation of loan and guarantee 
schemes to support firms through this economic shock whereas the Credit Review is there to 
assist those companies that have had their application bank credit turned down.

In the current situation, payment breaks are a key focus and the primary data sources moni-
tored by my Department in relation to the level of payment breaks availed of by those busi-
nesses impacted by Covid-19 are Central Bank and Banking and Payments Federation of Ire-
land publications and statistical reports.  The most recent of these, and of particular note, is 
the Central Bank of Ireland’s ‘Behind the Data’ note on Covid-19 Payment Breaks – who 
has needed them?  This publication may be found at https://www.centralbank.ie/statistics/sta-
tistical-publications/behind-the-data/covid-19-payment-breaks-who-has-needed-them?utm_
medium=website&utm_source=CBI-homepage&utm_campaign=behind-the-data&utm_con-
tent=44021.

The note outlines the distribution of payment breaks across different categories of bor-
rowers, specifically households, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and corporates. 
High-level data are provided, aggregating across financial services firms; supplemented with 
additional detail for Irish retail banks’ business borrowers (i.e., SME and corporate borrowers). 
There is additional context to the data published in the Central Bank’s recent Financial Stability 
Review.

As at late June, there were nearly 30,500 payment breaks approved for Irish business bor-
rowers.  Some 27,200 are SMEs with breaks in respect of loans worth €6 billion, which rep-
resents about 28% of the Irish SME loan book.  The other 3,200 payment business payments 
break are for corporate customers.  They are in respect of €2.1 billion of loans representing 17% 
of the corporate loan book.  Irish retail banks account for the overwhelming number and value 
of these payment breaks.

In terms of aiding businesses to survive and successfully reopen, I have introduced a series 
of measures and supports including the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the pro-
posed ‘warehousing’ of certain COVID-19 related tax debts which are two significant measures 
introduced to support businesses immediate cash flow challenges.

In addition, Government announced a package of measures aimed at supporting businesses 
and farmers including the provision of grants and loans, in relation to working capital, longer-
term finance and business advisory supports. A comprehensive list of these measures can be 
found at https://www.gov.ie/en/service/63d47e-government-supports-for-covid-19-impacted-
businesses/.  Government is also providing a range of loan guarantee schemes to enhance access 
to credit, particularly for SMEs.  Indeed, my colleague the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment is bringing the Credit Guarantee (Amendment) Bill 2020 before the 
Oireachtas this week to provide for the €2 billion Covid-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme.  It pro-
vides for 80% guarantees on loans between €10,000 and €1m with a maximum term of 6 years.

As the Deputy will be aware, Government has announced an Economic Stimulus package 
today that includes a further mix of supports having consulted with the business community.

21/07/2020WRK02200Departmental Contracts
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21/07/2020WRK02300198. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance the value of contracts 
awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Department and each body 
and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [16847/20]

21/07/2020WRK02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance did not 
hold any contracts with Aramark or its subsidiaries during the period 1 January 2016 to 14 July 
2020.

There are 17 bodies under the aegis of my Department. Of these bodies, 11 have not awarded 
any contracts to Aramark Ireland or its subsidiaries for the period in question. These bodies are 
the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General, the Credit Review Office, the Credit Union 
Advisory Committee, the Credit Union Restructuring Board, the Disabled Drivers Medical 
Board of Appeal, the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman, the Investor Compensation 
Company DAC, the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, the Irish Financial Services Appeals 
Tribunal, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council and the Tax Appeals Commission.

Details of contracts awarded by the remaining 6 bodies to Aramark Ireland and its subsidiar-
ies from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020 are provided below:

Body Company/Subsidiary Year (2016 to date) Value of Contracts 
(incl. VAT)

Central Bank of 
Ireland

Vector Workplace 
and Facility Manage-
ment Ltd

2016 €3,679,207.67

2017 to Present €17,403,521.57
National Treasury 
Management Agency 
(NTMA)

Campbell Catering 
Ltd.

2016 €20,781.00

2017 €20,781.00
2017 €4,136.55

National Treasury 
Management Agency 
*(including National 
Asset Management 
Agency, Home 
Building Finance 
Ireland and Strategic 
Banking Corporation 
of Ireland)

Vector Workplace 
and Facility Manage-
ment Ltd (Aramark)

2019 €5,448.00

Office of the Rev-
enue Commissioners

Campbell Catering 
Ltd..

2016 €3,912.85

2017 €4,595.05
2018 €4,605.45
2019 €7,165.10

* The NTMA has service level agreements in place with the National Asset Management 
Agency, Home Building Finance Ireland and the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland.

21/07/2020WRK02500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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21/07/2020WRK02600199. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of employees on the 
temporary wage subsidy scheme receiving a top-up amount between €1 to €100 at intervals of 
€10, in tabular form; if he plans to introduce compulsory top-up payments similar to compara-
tive EU wage subsidy schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16868/20]

21/07/2020WRK02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue publishes detailed statistics 
on the COVID-19 Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and weekly updates to these 
statistics are available at https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/sta-
tistics/number-of-taxpayers-and-returns/covid-19-wage-subsidy-scheme-statistics.aspx.

I am advised that Table 6 of the TWSS statistics dated 2 July (at the above link) shows the 
most recent analysis available in respect of additional payments by employers availing of the 
TWSS to employees. From this analysis, over 88% of employees have received wage payments 
from employers in addition to the TWSS subsidy, with 45% of weekly paid employees receiv-
ing between €1 and €100 and a further 32% receiving between €101 and €200. Further details 
of those receiving additional payments are set out below.

Additional Pay Amount Share of Employees
€1-€100 44.6%
€101-€200 31.8%
€201-€300 11.2%
€300+ 12.6%
All Additional Pay Amount 100%
The question of an individual’s entitlements in an employment context, and the question of 

what wages an employer may or may not be in a position to pay such an employee in the light 
of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the employer’s business, are matters that are outside 
the remit of the TWSS. The scheme has no role in relation to the employer/employee relation-
ship in so far as the terms, conditions and entitlements of the employment are concerned.

The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) is provided for in section 28 of the Emer-
gency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020.  Of necessity, the underlying leg-
islation and the scheme itself were developed quickly, having regard to the objective of getting 
financial assistance to employers and employees, where businesses have been seriously affected 
by the pandemic and the necessary restrictions that were introduced as a result of the Public 
Health emergency.

The TWSS is predicated on the employer wanting to keep the employees on the payroll 
and to retain them until business picks up.  The amount of the subsidy for each employee is 
calculated based on the average net weekly pay reported for January and February 2020.  There 
is no distinction made regarding the subsidy amount based on whether the business has closed 
due to the restrictions brought in by the Government or has continued to trade with employees 
continuing to part-time or work full time with similar hours as before the Covid-19 pandemic.

As I advised during the Dáil Committee Stage of the bill, “it could be very possible that 
there will be even more companies in the future that will have a very low level of income com-
ing in because demand for their goods or service has evaporated which means they are not in a 
position to add to the subsidy...” and that requiring employers to add to the 70% floor on wages 
“...could undermine the ability of the scheme to operate.”

However, the employer is expected to make best efforts to maintain the employee’s net 
income reflected in the average net weekly payment for January and February 2020, for the 
duration of the TWSS.  At the same time, there is no minimum amount that the employer must 
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pay as an additional payment in order to be eligible for the scheme, but for Revenue operational 
systems reasons the employer will need to enter at least €0.01 in Gross Pay when running its 
payroll.  There are no plans to change these arrangements.

Finally, I would add that details of subsidy payments made by pay date are available to 
view in each employee’s myAccount record on Revenue’s online system.  This facility allows 
employees to see whether their employer is participating in the scheme and being refunded a 
wage subsidy on their behalf.  Where the amount of subsidy paid is available from the relevant 
employer payroll submissions made to Revenue, that amount is also displayed.

21/07/2020WRK02800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRK02900200. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the status of the compliance pro-
gramme introduced last month to ensure correct operation of the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme; the number of firms audited to date as a percentage of those currently availing of the 
scheme; the number of breaches found to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16869/20]

21/07/2020WRK03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) supports employment during the public health restrictions necessitated by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The scheme has to date supported almost 63,000 employers in maintaining 
the employment of some 618,000 employees at a cost over €2 billion.

The Deputy’s question refers to the ongoing programme of compliance checks by Revenue 
to ensure that only employers who meet the qualifying conditions, as set out in Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest (COVID-19) Act 2020, are availing of the scheme and that the 
income supports are being properly paid to employees.  Revenue has confirmed that the compli-
ance checks, which are not part of its programme of audits and other tax compliance interven-
tions are being carried out on a phased basis over the next few months. To date, compliance let-
ters have issued to approximately 12% of employers availing of the scheme and many of these 
have already provided a prompt and satisfactory response to Revenue’s information requests. A 
small number of cases have been escalated to a more detailed examination and these enquiries 
are ongoing.

Revenue has advised me that it is too early in the programme of checks to draw conclusions, 
but to date the enquiries have not indicated any widespread abuse of the scheme.

21/07/2020WRK03100Banking Sector

21/07/2020WRK03200201. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the status of his latest meeting with 
individual banks; the details of his discussions with the banks on the charging of interest to 
customers on Covid-19 mortgage payment breaks; if he directed the banks to cease charging 
interest on mortgage payment breaks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16870/20]

21/07/2020WRK03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The swift introduction, and subsequent 
extension to 6 months, of the payment breaks by the Banking and Payments Federation of Ire-
land was critical for borrowers impacted by Covid-19.  The payment breaks on mortgages allow 
households to absorb the shock of the crisis, so that as many as possible can recover once the 
virus is under control.

As at the end of June, the Central Bank reported that of the almost 160,000 payment breaks 
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approved for Irish borrowers, just over 70,000 were for mortgage holders in respect of loans 
worth c.€9.6 billion.  Mortgages on primary dwelling houses accounted for nearly 62,500 of 
these.

However, these measures do not come without cost to the banking sector and these costs 
will also have to be managed in a way that protects their business and will be as fair as possible 
to the various stakeholders.  As the Tánaiste, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
and I made clear to the CEOs of the main retail banks in meetings last week, it will not be ac-
ceptable for banks to make excess profits from borrowers on payment breaks and it will be a 
matter for banks to demonstrate that this situation will not arise.

The banks assured us that work is ongoing at the highest levels to ensure a smooth return to 
regular repayments for their customers who are currently on COVID-19 payment breaks. Cus-
tomers who have difficulties returning to regular repayment at the end of the payment break will 
be supported with a range of options so that a manageable repayment can be agreed.

The Government and the Central Bank of Ireland have stated that it is essential that lend-
ers fully explain the implications, including any associated cost or other significant impacts, of 
the particular payment break measures being put in place.  For instance, lenders should outline 
if the repayment term of the mortgage will be extended due to the payment break, if monthly 
payments will increase following the resumption of the mortgage repayments, if interest will 
continue to accrue during the payment break and the implications this will have for the total 
cost of the credit, and any other significant matter for the customer when availing of a Covid-19 
payment break, or indeed for any other reason.

The Central Bank has required that regulated firms have plans and the operational capabil-
ity to deliver an assessment of all borrowers on payment breaks to ensure that appropriate and 
sustainable solutions are identified in a timely manner for those borrowers who are not able to 
return to paying full capital and interest at the expiry of the payment break.

21/07/2020WRK03400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRK03500202. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to follow other EU coun-
tries in prohibiting firms availing of the temporary wage subsidy scheme from dismissals on 
economic grounds; if he will seek the full repayment of the compensation per each employee in 
the case of dismissal on economic grounds; if he will oblige employers to reach an agreement 
with trade unions or other worker representatives in the case of large-scale dismissals, that is, 
of 20-plus employees, on economic grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16871/20]

21/07/2020WRK03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s priority in so far as 
the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) is concerned was and is to ensure that all em-
ployers experiencing significant negative economic disruption from COVID-19 can register for 
and start to receive payment quickly. The ambition of the scheme is to ensure the relationship 
between employers and employees is maintained to the greatest extent possible so that busi-
nesses can restart operations quickly once the crisis has passed.

The TWSS can only operate in respect of an employee, whether full-time or part-time, who 
was on the payroll of the employer as at 29 February 2020.  Thus, eligible employers can partic-
ipate in the scheme in respect of any eligible employees on their payroll, including rehired staff 
who were temporarily laid off.  Eligibility for the scheme can be satisfied by an employer once 
they meet the relevant criteria, which can be at any point in time during the scheme’s duration.
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The amount of the subsidy for each employee is calculated based on the average net weekly 
pay of the employee as reported to Revenue for January and February 2020. With regard to the 
subsidy amount, there is no distinction made between businesses who closed due to the restric-
tions and businesses who continued to trade, with employees continuing to work full time with 
similar hours as before the Covid-19 pandemic.

The TWSS has no role in relation to the employer/employee relationship insofar as terms, 
conditions, entitlements and rights of the employment are concerned.  Consequently, the opera-
tion and management of redundancy is a matter between the employer and employee concerned 
and is outside the remit of the present scheme.

Question No. 203 answered with Question No. 185.

21/07/2020WRK03800EU Investigations

21/07/2020WRK03900204. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on the judgment of the 
General Court of the European Union on the appeal by Ireland and a company (details supplied) 
against the €13 billion tax ruling by the European Commission; the legal expenses on the case 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16873/20]

21/07/2020WRK04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the General 
Court of the European Union (GCEU) annulled the European Commission’s State Aid Decision 
of 30 August 2016 in relation to Apple.

The GCEU concluded that the Commission in their Decision had failed to demonstrate that 
by issuing the opinions in 1991 and 2007 that the Irish authorities had granted the two Apple 
companies ASI and AOE a selective advantage. The GCEU rejected all three lines of arguments 
put forward by the Commission. Thus, it overturned the Commission’s 2016 Decision that Ire-
land had granted a State aid to Apple.

Ireland has always been clear that, based on Irish law, the correct amount of Irish tax was 
charged to the company and that Ireland did not provide State aid to Apple. This was the reason 
that Ireland appealed the Commission Decision and the judgment from the GCEU vindicates 
Ireland’s stance to appeal the Commission Decision.

The State and its lawyers are now examining the detail of the judgment.

As both the State and Apple have been successful in having the judgement annulled, an ap-
peal by either the State or Apple is not possible and therefore the issue does not arise.

An appeal is open to the Commission at this stage. If the Commission appeals, the Deputy 
may rest assured that the State will robustly defend its position. In this case, the appeal process 
is likely to take a number of years to complete.

In total, costs of approximately €8.6 million (including VAT) have been incurred across all 
State parties involved. This includes all legal costs, consultancy fees and other associated costs. 
These fees have been paid by the Department of Finance, Revenue Commissioners, NTMA, 
Central Bank of Ireland, Attorney General’s Office, and the Chief State Solicitor’s Office.

The Commission decision in 2016 placed a binding obligation on Ireland to recover the 
alleged aid. Approximately €4 million of the total costs incurred related to the complex and 
unprecedented recovery process.

The remaining costs, approximately €4.6 million, were incurred in respect of Ireland’s legal 
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application seeking the annulment of the Commission’s decision.

21/07/2020WRK04100Tax Avoidance

21/07/2020WRK04200205. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on reported plans of the 
European Commission to reduce multinational tax avoidance using Article 116 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union; his further views on such measures to clamp down on 
multinational tax avoidance in his new role as President of the Eurogroup; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16874/20]

21/07/2020WRK04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Legislative proposals in the field of 
taxation are brought forward on the basis of Articles 113 and 115, which require unanimous 
approval by Member States to be adopted.

Article 116 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union provides that a legisla-
tive proposal may be agreed using the ordinary voting procedure if a difference between the 
provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States is distorting 
the conditions of competition in the internal market.

The Communications published last week by the European Commission represent the Com-
mission’s ideas and ambitions in the area of taxation.  One of the Communications noted the 
Commission’s intention to explore the use of Article 116 in the context of taxation.  No further 
detail has been given and no formal proposal has been made by the Commission.

The Programme for Government affirms that taxation is a national competence.  I have 
always been clear in my position that unanimity is the appropriate voting system for any tax 
proposals at EU level.

As set out in the Programme for Government, Ireland recognises that international taxation 
policy needs to reflect a changing digital economy.  It is my firm belief that this work is best 
done through the BEPS Inclusive Framework at the OECD and my officials and I are construc-
tively engaged in that forum to seek to agree a long term, robust, sustainable international tax 
system.

The Eurogroup is the body through which Finance Ministers of the 19 Euro Area Member 
States take decisions on policy issues relating to management of the Euro Area economy.  While 
taxation is not an area of competence of the Eurogroup, as Minister for Finance I will state that 
tackling tax avoidance is, and will continue to be, a priority.

21/07/2020WRK04400Housing Data

21/07/2020WRK04500206. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 58 of 30 June 2020, the reason for the difference in the figures provided in the response 
(details supplied).  [16906/20]

21/07/2020WRK04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that, from 
2014 to end-March 2020, NAMA has funded the direct delivery of 11,761 residential units and 
facilitated the indirect delivery of 5,357 units. Therefore, the figure of 17,000 units per NAMA’s 
2019 Annual Report includes 5,300 units which have been indirectly delivered by NAMA.

Indirect delivery relates to units delivered on sites for which NAMA previously financed 
planning permission, enabling works, legal costs or other site holding costs before the sites 
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were sold for development by private operators. This method of delivery effectively de-risks 
NAMA’s secured portfolio as it allows NAMA to dispose of land when it makes commercial 
sense while ensuring more homes can be delivered without putting additional capital at risk.

The Deputy’s PQ of 30 June 2020 sought a level of detail that NAMA could only provide 
for units which were directly delivered by the Agency.

21/07/2020WRK04700Cycling Policy

21/07/2020WRK04800207. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he will widen the eligibility 
of the bike-to-work scheme; if he will provide an increased proportionate allowance for e-bikes 
and cargo bikes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16956/20]

21/07/2020WRK04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I outlined in my responses to a 
number of questions on the cycle to work scheme on 16 June, any extension of the scheme 
or increase in the allowance, would create an additional cost and that cost must be recovered 
elsewhere.

The scheme continues to be kept under review by my officials and the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment will be considered  as part of the ongoing budgetary and Finance Bill 
process. The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment at this 
time, on what changes, if any, are being considered in terms of this relief or any other tax relief.

21/07/2020WRK05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRK05100208. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if urgent consideration will 
be given to the requests of a federation (details supplied) for specific supports for a sector in 
view of its importance for employment in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16984/20]

21/07/2020WRK05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government is fully aware of the 
unprecedented impact that the coronavirus is having on business and people’s livelihoods. In 
this regard a range of measures have been introduced to provide income support to those who 
need it while also giving confidence to employers to retain the link with employees so that when 
this crisis passes our people can get back to work as quickly and seamlessly as possible.

This Government is currently finalising the July stimulus package which will set out sup-
portive measures for a wide range of sectors including the hospitality and tourism sectors to 
ensure that the economy is in a position to recover rapidly while maintaining a stable tax base.  
Details of the July stimulus package will be announced by Government shortly.

21/07/2020WRK05300Housing Issues

21/07/2020WRK05400209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the statutory agencies of the 
State will assist persons who purchased apartments and have been denied access to their proper-
ties (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16994/20]

21/07/2020WRK05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will appreciate, I do 
not have a statutory responsibility for all State agencies; instead my functional responsibility 
relates to the public affairs connected with my Department and also to matters of administration 
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for which I am responsible, including in respect of Government policy, those particular bodies 
which fall within the functional remit of my Department.

While I am indeed sympathetic to the issue raised by the Deputy, public policy matters in re-
lation to the general operation of private contracts or to the management and operation of multi-
use developments do not fall within the direct remit of my Department.  Also, prima facia, it is 
not immediately apparent that one of the bodies under the aegis of my Department would have 
a particular operational or administrative function regarding the issue raised by the Deputy.  
However, if the Deputy does indeed have a particular operational or administrative issue to 
raise which is relevant to the administrative remit of one of the bodies under the aegis of my 
Department, then that specific matter can be raised directly with the particular relevant body.

21/07/2020WRL00200Value Added Tax

21/07/2020WRL00300210. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering a campaign 
by alcohol producers to reduce the VAT rate for on-trade alcohol products in view of the seri-
ous health risks associated with increased alcohol consumption, alcohol-related harm and the 
debilitating impact of alcohol in society here.  [17082/20]

21/07/2020WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, a wide 
range of submissions are received by Government Departments and all submissions received by 
the Department of Finance are considered by the relevant officials. Submissions related to tax 
may also be reviewed by officials in the Revenue Commissioners.

The VAT Directive (2006/112/EC) was amended by Council Directive 2009/47/EC of 5 
May 2009, allowing for Member States to provide for a reduced rate of VAT to alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic drinks when supplied as part of a restaurant or catering service.

The supply of alcohol and other drinks in a premise with an ‘on’ licence could be defined 
as constituting the supply of a restaurant or catering service where served in conjunction with 
a meal, in which case some supplies would attract the reduced rate, while others were liable at 
the standard rate. Defining and enforcing a workable distinction would be extremely difficult 
and there would be considerable risk of abuse and unfair competition.

If the supply of all drinks in an ‘on’ premises was defined as the supply of a restaurant or 
catering service this would bring sales of alcohol in nightclubs and the like within the scope of 
the reduced rate, which would be contrary to our general public health policy on alcohol pricing 
and consumption and contrary to current public policy objectives on social distancing during 
the pandemic. If such a measure were implemented it would also give rise to different rates be-
ing applied to ‘on licence’ and ‘off licence’ sales by traders engaged in both; this would give rise 
to considerable scope for abuse and unfair competition on the part of non-compliant traders.

Question No. 211 answered with Question No. 185.

21/07/2020WRL00600Property Tax

21/07/2020WRL00700212. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local property tax 
collected in County Wicklow in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular 
form.  [17361/20]

21/07/2020WRL00800213. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties in Coun-
ty Wicklow that are exempt from payment of the local property tax in each of the years 2015 to 
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2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [17363/20]

21/07/2020WRL00900214. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance the number of households in 
County Wicklow that have deferred paying the local property tax in the county in each of the 
years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020.  [17364/20]

21/07/2020WRL01000215. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties in Coun-
ty Wicklow that pay local property tax in each of the valuation bands in each of the years 2015 
to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form.  [17365/20]

21/07/2020WRL01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
to 215, inclusive, together.

Revenue publishes regular detailed statistical information in relation to Local Property Tax 
(LPT). This data is available at https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-reve-
nue/statistics/local-property-tax/index.aspx.

Regarding the Deputy’s specific questions, the ‘end of year report’ headings of the published 
statistics include, on a local authority basis, the LPT receipts collected, the number of properties 
registered, the numbers of deferrals and exemptions from LPT granted, and the distribution of 
properties by valuation band, for each year of operation of LPT.

The ‘quarterly reports 2020’ heading at the above link shows the available information for 
2020 to date, recently updated to include second quarter data. Complete data for 2020 will be 
published after year end.

21/07/2020WRL01500Property Tax

21/07/2020WRL01600216. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the local prop-
erty tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17366/20]

21/07/2020WRL01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A review of the Local Property Tax 
was completed by my Department in conjunction with the Departments of the Taoiseach, Pub-
lic Expenditure & Reform and Housing, Local Government and Heritage and the Revenue 
Commissioners and the report was published in April 2019 (available at https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/1e5c76-review-of-local-property-tax/).  In accordance with its terms of reference, 
the review focused on the impact of house price movements on LPT liabilities under a series of 
scenarios involving different rate and tax band structures. The review also included an exami-
nation of the outstanding recommendations of the 2015 Thornhill review of the Local Property 
Tax. It included a consultation process to enable all interested parties and individuals to submit 
their views on the future of the LPT.

The Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” adopted by the Government on 27 
June 2020 includes a commitment to bring forward legislation in relation to the Local Property 
Tax (LPT) on the basis of fairness and that most homeowners will face no increase in their LPT 
liability. In addition there is a commitment to bring new homes, which are currently exempt 
from the LPT, into the taxation system. Further, all LPT funds collected locally will be retained 
within the local authority concerned. This is to be done on the basis that those counties with a 
lower LPT base are adjusted via an annual national equalisation fund paid from the Exchequer.

My Department is examining options for the implementation of these commitments in con-
junction with the Revenue Commissioners and relevant Departments. I hope to be able to bring 
proposals to Government soon.
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21/07/2020WRL01800Tobacco Smuggling

21/07/2020WRL01900217. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the issues raised by a group 
(details supplied) regarding the need to implement additional measures to counteract cross-
Border smuggling and illicit trade in products such as tobacco, alcohol and fuel products will 
be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17426/20]

21/07/2020WRL02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The serious threat that illicit trade in to-
bacco, alcohol and fuel products poses to legitimate business, to consumers and the Exchequer 
is clear and I am assured that combatting such criminality continues to be a Revenue priority.  
Revenue and An Garda Síochána collaborate closely in acting against cross-Border fuel, alco-
hol and tobacco crime, and also cooperate with their counterparts in Northern Ireland under the 
framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force. This cooperation plays a key role in 
targeting the organised crime groups who operate across jurisdictions and are responsible for 
much of this criminality.

I am satisfied that Revenue’s work in this area has achieved a considerable level of success. 
For my part, I will fully consider any additional proposals for legislative change that may be 
brought forward by Revenue which would enhance its capacity to deal effectively with fraud 
and criminality in these areas. However, I would not support proposals such as those contained 
in the Sale of Illicit Goods Bill previously sponsored by the former Deputy Declan Breathnach. 
That Bill proposed to make it an offence to purchase illicit alcohol, tobacco and solid fuel, to 
make it an offence to purchase such goods from an unregistered or unlicensed retailer and to 
impose penalties and on-the-spot fines in respect of such offences. These proposals were not 
just unworkable but would undermine the good work that is ongoing in this area by diverting 
resources from where they are most required.

The Retailers Against Smuggling (RAS) group, which has written to the Deputy, has high-
lighted concerns about the impact of smuggled solid fuel on legitimate retailers in Ireland, par-
ticularly in the border regions. All solid fuel supplied in the State is liable to Solid Fuel Carbon 
Tax (SFCT). Currently, there is no carbon tax on solid fuel in Northern Ireland.  This factor, 
combined with that jurisdiction’s lower VAT rate on solid fuel, lower environmental standards 
and currency fluctuations, can give rise to significant price differentials which incentivises the 
sourcing of solid fuel from Northern Ireland.

EU Single Market constraints preclude the use of any cross-border movement controls in the 
administration of SFCT. This means that solid fuel coming into the State from Northern Ireland 
is not subject to cross-border movement controls typical of harmonised excises on mineral oils, 
tobacco and alcohol. Revenue has no authority to stop vehicles and physically inspect loads of 
solid fuel. Similarly, Revenue has no authority to challenge transportation or possession of solid 
fuel that originated in Northern Ireland as such transportation or possession are not, in them-
selves, Revenue offences. Even if controls were possible, a person transporting solid fuel from 
Northern Ireland could legitimately claim that SFCT will be accounted for on relevant supplies 
made in the State. An SFCT return does not have to be made until one month after the end of the 
two-month accounting period in which the supply is made.  Neither the movement of solid fuel 
into the State nor the physical presence of solid fuel in the State generate a liability to SFCT.  
Therefore, there is no smuggling offence, in terms of evasion of SFCT, attaching to solid fuel 
coming into the State from Northern Ireland.

The collection of SFCT by Revenue is heavily reliant on the regulatory regime covering 
the marketing, sale, distribution and burning of solid fuels in the State. This regime is enforced 
by local authorities who have powers to inspect premises and vehicles being used for the sale 
and distribution of solid fuel, collect samples of coal to check for adherence to environmental 
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standards and to prosecute traders involved in selling coal that does not meet these standards. It 
should be noted that SFCT legislation does not distinguish between “smokeless” and “smoky” 
coal and the same SFCT rate applies regardless of the fuel standard. Distinctions between 
smokeless and smoky coal are made in the regulatory regime for environmental standards of 
solid fuel. I understand that this regime includes a ban on the burning of smoky coal and other 
prohibited fuels in certain areas (Low Smoke Zones). This ban complements the ban on the 
marketing, sale and distribution of those fuels in those areas and means that even smoky fuels 
bought elsewhere cannot be burned in Low Smoke Zones.

In 2017 the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment contacted Rev-
enue with a view to putting in place more formal and enhanced cooperation between local 
authorities and Revenue in carrying out their respective roles of enforcing solid fuel environ-
mental regulations and administering SFCT.  At the beginning of 2020 Revenue participated in 
a number of “joint operations” within Low Smoke Zones in conjunction with the Department 
of Communications Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) and local authority solid fuel 
inspection teams, with a view to checking for compliance across several tax headings, includ-
ing SFCT. Revenue participated in these operations, based on the clear understanding of the 
statutory responsibilities of the agencies involved.  In addition, a SFCT compliance module has 
been included in Revenue’s ongoing  Mineral Oil Tax national compliance project. This proj-
ect, along with many other field-based compliance activities, has been impacted by Covid-19 
restrictions since mid-March.

21/07/2020WRL02100Office of the Ombudsman

21/07/2020WRL02200218. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the estimated 
cost of the Ombudsman establishing an independent complaints process for the Prison Service.  
[16764/20]

21/07/2020WRL02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Office 
of the Ombudsman is an independent Statutory Body under the aegis of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

I am advised by the Office that while it is difficult to accurately predict the number of 
complaints that may arise, the estimated cost of the Office of the Ombudsman establishing an 
independent complaints process for the Prison Service is approximately €660,000 per annum.

21/07/2020WRL02400Departmental Communications

21/07/2020WRL02500219. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide a single website with accompanying social media channels that highlights all open 
public consultations from Departments and semi-State bodies.  [17115/20]

21/07/2020WRL02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Details of 
public consultations by Government Departments and Local Authorities are available on the 
gov.ie website at www.gov.ie/consultations.  Semi-state bodies are not required to provide de-
tails of their consultations on the site.  The site allows details of each consultation to be shared 
easily on Facebook, Twitter and by email.

21/07/2020WRL02700Public Procurement Contracts
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21/07/2020WRL02800220. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views as to whether the procurement process is fit for purpose for the battle against Covid-19, 
Brexit and other international economic challenges. [17333/20]

21/07/2020WRL02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): We are faced 
with unprecedented economic, social and environmental challenges. However, we are fortunate 
not to have to face these issues alone. The recent pandemic has brought out the best aspects 
of international cooperation, particularly in relation to health and rebuilding for the future of 
Europe. In addition, the Programme for Government is focussed on rebuilding the economy in 
a fair and sustainable manner.

EU public procurement rules were developed and agreed by all Member States within the 
European Union. Similarly, national rules governing public procurement must comply with 
relevant EU, WTO and national legal requirements and obligations.  Under EU law, public 
contracts above a certain value must be advertised EU-wide and awarded to the most competi-
tive tender in an open and objective process. These rules aim to promote an open, competitive 
and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers best value for money. These 
rules underpinning procurement have not changed due to Brexit or Covid-19, as the Procure-
ment Directives provide for a range of options for procuring goods and services during a crisis 
and international procurement.

My Department has responsibility for developing and setting out the overarching policy 
framework for public procurement in Ireland and the Office of Government Procurement devel-
oped a comprehensive policy framework incorporating guidance and training. The purpose of 
this is to enable procurers to carry out procurement processes in a consistent manner. Suppliers 
benefit from this unified approach as it enables them to prepare for all procurement opportuni-
ties in a similar fashion.  It also improves the probity around purchasing which protects the 
State by ensuring that it pays the appropriate amount for works, goods and services in a fair and 
open manner. I am satisfied that the rules governing public procurement do not inhibit the State 
in tackling the issues you have raised.

In relation to Covid-19, the OGP is supporting the national response through the governance 
structure established by Government ensuring a public health-led, whole-of-government ap-
proach, including the Special Cabinet Committee and Senior Officials Group.  The OGP works 
closely with the HSE and the wider Government sector to assist them in identifying the most 
pressing needs including Personal Protective Equipment and other essential services in a chal-
lenging global market.

The OGP Information Note on Covid-19 (Coronavirus) and Public Procurement provides 
information on procurement options available to contracting authorities in cases of unforesee-
able events. It identifies relevant legislation and payment procedures and gives advice on com-
mencing new procurement procedures and managing current contracts. Guidance to contracting 
authorities managing public works projects was also published providing greater certainty in 
the context of the closure of many construction sites and managing the implications of the Re-
turn to Work Safely Protocol.

The OGP Information Note on Brexit and Public Procurement identifies potential risks 
faced by public bodies including disruption to supply, increased costs, extra administrative 
burdens and regulatory change. The OGP wrote to all Government Departments advising them 
to identify and manage potential risks to supply and to put in place the necessary contingency 
plans. Such contingencies may include, inter alia, bulk buying and holding stock, and sourcing 
substitutions and alternative suppliers.

The OGP has assessed its framework agreements and engaged with key suppliers in antici-
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pation of Brexit. The key risks identified are potential increased costs, interruption to supply 
and a changed regulatory environment.  Many of the issues that may emerge in procurement are 
likely to relate to trade issues such as tariffs, logistics, customs, and regulatory divergence. The 
procurement rules have been developed in tandem with the WTO rules on procurement and are 
therefore flexible in a global context.

21/07/2020WRL03000Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRL03100221. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting 
annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for 
each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special ad-
viser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job-sharing in tabular form. [16568/20]

21/07/2020WRL03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices.  The Guidelines for the 33rd 
Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

The appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each Government Minister 
subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the appointments are 
also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advisers have been 
formally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy may wish to 
note that I have assigned one person to work with me as Special Adviser and that person will be 
formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.

21/07/2020WRL03300Flood Prevention Measures

21/07/2020WRL03400222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the progress on the Morell river drainage scheme at Straffan, Sallins, Naas, County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16620/20]

21/07/2020WRL03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works (OPW) and Kildare County Council (KCC) are 
working together in progressing the Lower Morell Flood Management Scheme with KCC act-
ing as the Contracting Authority for the project with funding provided by the OPW.

The proposed Scheme along with an Environmental Impact Assessment Report was submit-
ted to An Bord Pleanála (ABP) by the Council on 15th September, 2017. Approval was granted 
by An Bord Pleanála in April 2018 for the scheme to proceed subject to conditions.

A Judicial Review of An Bord Pleanala’s decision to approve the scheme was submitted by 
a landowner in July 2018 which caused significant delays to the scheme. An agreement between 
KCC and the landowner in question has recently been settled which has allowed the scheme to 
move ahead.

All of the required baseline surveys will commence shortly. Works are expected to com-
mence in the coming weeks following the completion of these surveys and it is anticipated that 
the scheme will be completed by 2022.
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21/07/2020WRL03600Traffic Management

21/07/2020WRL03700223. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
reason the consultation project completed in 2019 by the OPW was not referred to when it was 
decided to reopen the gates of the Phoenix Park; the reason there is another consultation project 
taking place; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16695/20]

21/07/2020WRL03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): In 2018, the Office of Public Works commissioned a strategic review and 
draft plan for the future enhancement of the visitor experience at the Phoenix Park. The draft 
review document was on display at the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre for ten weeks in 2019 and 
members of the public and stakeholders were invited to submit their observations on the docu-
ment to OPW.

This draft document did not constitute a planning document nor was the consultation a stat-
utory consultation process. While the document explored options for sustainable transport and 
long-term transport development ideas, it should be noted that it did not include specific actions 
or solutions to current traffic management, transport or mobility challenges in the Phoenix Park. 
Rather it included a key recommendation that OPW should commission a Transport and Mobil-
ity Study for the Park. In December 2019, OPW committed to undertake such a study. Work 
was due to commence on this study in April 2020.  However, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
the OPW was unable to proceed as planned.

The decision to reopen the Phoenix Park peripheral gates on Friday 10th July was based on 
an increase in the volume of traffic in the neighbouring areas surrounding the Park to which the 
gate closures have in part contributed. A further increase in traffic volume in the coming weeks 
and months with the return of workers to the City and the reopening of schools might also be 
anticipated.

The OPW is committed to engaging in a consultation process around a new Transport and 
Mobility strategy for the Park. This consultation will involve all stakeholders to ensure we 
develop a balanced approach to access to the Park, for all users. This process is now expected 
to take place during August/September of this year and will ultimately inform the appropriate 
sustainable solutions to traffic management in the Phoenix Park in the short, medium and long 
term.

21/07/2020WRL03900Office of Public Works

21/07/2020WRL04000224. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
capital budget allocation to the OPW in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. 
[16729/20]

21/07/2020WRL04100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): OPW Response:

Year 2018 €m 2019 €m 2020 €m
Capital Allocation 177,049 179,049 204,049

21/07/2020WRL04200Flood Prevention Measures

21/07/2020WRL04300225. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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the action taken in the past seven days to reduce the current water levels on the River Shannon 
at Clonown South, Athlone, County Westmeath; if none, the action which will be taken; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [16751/20]

21/07/2020WRL04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The ESB manages the weirs, sluices and other works that are part of the 
Shannon Scheme, and the water levels on Lough Allen, Lough Ree and Lough Derg. The levels 
in between the lakes are managed by Waterways Ireland for navigation purposes.

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was established in 
January, 2016 by the Government to enhance the ongoing co-operation across all of the State 
Agencies involved with the River Shannon. The ESB and Waterways Ireland are members of 
this Working Group and there is daily communication between both organisations to ensure a 
co-ordinated approach to managing water levels on the River Shannon.

As part of its role in providing Secretariat services to the Working Group, the OPW has co-
ordinated the following information which was provided by the ESB and Waterways Ireland 
which reflects actions taken between 8th July, 2020 and 16th July, 2020.

‘ESB is continuously monitoring the water levels throughout the Shannon and continues 
to operate in accordance with its regulations and guidelines for control of the River Shannon.

Heavy Rainfall has been experienced throughout the catchment over the past number of 
weeks following a sustained dry period.  This has resulted in increasing water levels in the 
River Shannon and its tributaries.

Rainfall during the week commencing 6th July, 2020 caused the tributaries in the vicinity 
of Lough Ree and the Athlone area to rise sharply.  The River Suck, the largest tributary, which 
flows into the River Shannon downstream of Athlone also has an influence on water levels in 
the main River Shannon channel in the Athlone area and this rose significantly during the week 
commencing 6th July.

In order to mitigate flooding of the Shannon Callows, the ESB has progressively closed 
sluices at Athlone, in accordance with its regulations and guidelines, with the last 3 remaining 
open sluices being closed on Thursday, 9th July 2020.’

Waterways Ireland has informed OPW that the weir boards at Meelick, required during pe-
riods of low flows, were removed on Wednesday, 8th July, 2020.

21/07/2020WRL04500Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRL04600226. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his De-
partment and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16833/20]

21/07/2020WRL04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The details 
of the contracts awarded by my Department to the company in question or its subsidiaries are 
outlined in the table below.

 - 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (to 
date)
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Department 
of Public 
Expenditure 
and Reform
Campbell 
Catering

€27,730.00 €7,700.00 €2,430.00 €14,525.00 €2,666.00

Office of 
Government 
Procurement 
Campbell 
Catering

NIL NIL €342.00 NIL NIL

The contracts awarded by the company in question or its subsidiaries by bodies under the 
aegis of my Department are detailed below.  I have been advised that the Office of Public Works 
will respond directly to the Deputy.

 - 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (to 
date)

Public Ap-
pointments 
Service
Campbell 
Catering

NIL €1,835.00 NIL NIL NIL

21/07/2020WRL04800Garda Stations

21/07/2020WRL04900227. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the re-
furbishments planned to Garda stations in south County Kildare, including Portarlington; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16949/20]

21/07/2020WRL05000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works (OPW) is currently undertak-
ing or planning refurbishment works to Garda Stations in south Co Kildare and to Portarlington 
Garda Station in Co Laois as detailed in the table below.

In addition, to the works listed the OPW continues to provide ongoing maintenance to all 
the Garda Stations in Co Kildare as required.

Station Refurbishment Status
Kilcock GS Resurfacing of carpark and 

remedial works to drainage 
Planned to commence 2020

Kildare GS Repairs to Carpark On Site 
Kilcullen GS Refurbishment of Canteen On Site 
Naas GS Construction of New Prop-

erty Exhibits Management 
Store (PEMS)

Planned to commence 2020

Naas GS Repairs to the Internal Floor-
ing of the Station

On Site 

Naas GS Refurbishment of Canteen Planned to commence 2020 
(subject to AGS funding)
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Station Refurbishment Status
Portarlington GS Refurbishment of the Public 

Counter area
On Site

21/07/2020WRL05100Flood Relief Schemes

21/07/2020WRL05200228. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the flood relief scheme for Enniscorthy, County Wexford.  [16807/20]

21/07/2020WRL05300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Enniscorthy (River Slaney) flood defence scheme is being progressed 
by Wexford County Council on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works as a scheme 
under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  This is a significant scheme within the Office 
of Public Works €1 billion flood relief investment programme, and on completion will protect 
236 properties in the town.

The Scheme requires formal Confirmation to proceed from the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform (MPER). This is a statutory requirement under the Arterial Drainage Acts, 
which now, under the recent European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial 
Drainage) Regulations 2019, also requires the MPER to carry out an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) of the proposed Scheme.  This will involve, inter alia, a formal review by 
MPER of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared by the Commission-
ers and recently submitted (along with a Natura Impact Statement) to the MPER as part of the 
formal Confirmation process.

In order to assist the MPER in making an informed decision to consent to the scheme, the 
EIA will require appropriate assessment, as required under the 2019 regulations, public consul-
tation for a period of 30 days and a detailed technical review of the scheme by environmental 
consultants appointed by the MPER.  I am advised that the current position on the Confirmation 
process is that a request for tender of services for environmental consultants is currently being 
progressed by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER).

The public consultation phase is also due to be commenced by DPER shortly.  DPER will 
progress the formal Confirmation process, having due regard to the detailed requirements of the 
2019 regulations.

It is not possible at this point in the process to give specific dates for commencement of 
works given that there is always a possibility that further information and/or revision of the 
scheme’s design may be required, as provided for under the Confirmation process. It should 
be noted that DPER is also progressing Confirmation of two other significant flood defence 
schemes for the Glashaboy and Bride Rivers in Co. Cork, both of which were submitted prior 
to the Enniscorthy scheme.

21/07/2020WRL05400Traffic Management

21/07/2020WRL05500229. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will publish a recent study on the effects of the closure of the peripheral gates of the Phoenix 
Park on traffic volumes in the surrounding areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17183/20]

21/07/2020WRL05600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
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rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works did not undertake or commission a study on 
the effects of the closure of the peripheral gates of the Phoenix Park on traffic volumes in the 
surrounding areas. Dublin City Council has administrative responsibility for these areas.  OPW 
is committed to engaging in a consultation process on the Phoenix Park Traffic and Mobility 
Strategy, involving all stakeholders, to create a balanced approach to access to the Park, for all 
users. This process is expected to take place during August/September of this year and will ul-
timately inform the appropriate sustainable solutions to traffic and mobility in the Phoenix Park 
in the short, medium and long term.  OPW is currently undertaking traffic counts throughout 
the Phoenix Park to gain an understanding of the current traffic patterns, which will inform the 
Phoenix Park Traffic and Mobility Strategy.

21/07/2020WRM00200Traffic Management

21/07/2020WRM00300230. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
decision to open the gates of the Phoenix Park to through traffic is a permanent one; and if the 
decision is under review.  [17273/20]

21/07/2020WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The decision to re-open the gates on Friday 10th July was based on an 
increase in the volume of traffic in the neighbouring areas surrounding the Park to which the 
gate closures have in part contributed and because  a further increase in traffic volume in the 
coming weeks and months with the escalation of the returning workforce within the City and 
the re-opening of schools might be anticipated.  Officials at OPW and I are committed to engag-
ing in a consultation process on the Phoenix Park Traffic Management Strategy, involving all 
stakeholders, to create a balanced approach to access to the Park, for all users.  It is envisaged 
that this consultation could take place during August/September of this year and will ultimately 
inform the appropriate sustainable solutions to traffic management in the Phoenix Park in the 
short, medium and long term.

21/07/2020WRM00500Departmental Priorities

21/07/2020WRM00600231. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he has identified specific targets for his Department in line with expenditure 
and reform objectives; the timescale to achieve such objectives; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17436/20]

21/07/2020WRM00700233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he plans to utilise the concept of reform as a means of controlling expendi-
ture within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17438/20]

21/07/2020WRM00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 231 and 233 together.

Over the last number of years, a range of reforms have been implemented in order to en-
hance Ireland’s budgetary framework and ensure that expenditure is managed in an efficient and 
effective way. The intention of these reforms is to increase transparency around the budgetary 
process and to facilitate meaningful dialogue around key elements of the Budget and on what is 
being achieved with public funds.

Central to these reforms is the ‘whole-of-year’ budgetary framework. This refers to an on-
going consideration of budgetary priorities throughout the year, rather than focusing budget 
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discussions only around Budget Day. An important element of this is the publication of a range 
of documents at key points in the year to enhance engagement on relevant budgetary issues.  

Improving and supporting the evaluation capacity within Government Departments has also 
formed an important part of the reform programme. Supported by the establishment of the Irish 
Government Economic and Evaluation Service, this has led to the development of a number of 
additional processes and reports to support the budgetary framework. This includes:

- Performance Budgeting -   A key objective of the Performance Budgeting Initiative is to 
shift the focus away from the quantum of spend and towards outputs and impacts. The Public 
Service Performance Report presents performance information in an accessible manner and 
aims to facilitate discussion around what is being delivered with public funds and how this 
impacts the citizen. 

- Equality Budgeting – Equality budgeting involves providing greater information on the 
likely impacts of proposed and/or ongoing budgetary measures, which, in turn, enhances the 
potential to better facilitate the integration of  equality concerns into the budgetary process. An 
OECD “Policy Scan” Report on Equality Budgeting was completed in 2019, and was published 
on Budget Day in October last, setting out a number of ambitious objectives to progress this 
aspect of the budgetary reform agenda.     

- Spending Review   -  This process  aims to place evidence at the heart of policy mak-
ing, by systematically examining existing spending programmes with a view to assessing their 
efficiency and effectiveness. This approach can  support the re-allocation of funding to meet 
expenditure priorities. 

The Programme for Government commits to continuing reform and improvement of the 
Budgetary process and proposes that each Minister will be required to produce service im-
provement and reform plans in conjunction with my Department, within an overall context of 
an enhanced focus across Government on issues of well-being.  In implementing this reform, 
my Department will look to build on the budgetary reforms already in place and the significant 
work on public service reform already completed.

21/07/2020WRM00900Departmental Priorities

21/07/2020WRM01000232. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which his planned policy is in line with the strategy of the Fiscal Advisory Group; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17437/20]

21/07/2020WRM01100234. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which he expects to monitor current and capital expenditure levels with a view to en-
suring compliance with good economic strategy and adherence to expenditure guidelines while 
encouraging economic performance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17439/20]

21/07/2020WRM01200235. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he expects to facilitate economic progress throughout the next five years by 
means of the utilisation of best practice and Government policy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [17440/20]

21/07/2020WRM01300236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he is satisfied that he can encourage economic performance and job creation through the me-
dium of the utilisation of compliance with European guidelines in respect of expenditure and 
reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17441/20]
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21/07/2020WRM01400237. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the policies he expects to pursue over the next five years to compliment Government objec-
tives with regard to expenditure and reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17442/20]

21/07/2020WRM01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 232, 234, 235, 236 and 237 together.

For every Department and Minister, managing expenditure within allocations is a key re-
sponsibility. Over the last number of months, significant additional expenditure has been al-
located to a number of Departments in response to Covid-19. While we find ourselves in an 
unprecedented situation with regards to this virus, all of the usual measures remain in place in 
relation to the sanctioning and management of expenditure. 

The overall allocation set out for 2020 in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) 2020, pub-
lished in December 2019, was €70.4 billion in gross voted expenditure. Including the additional 
expenditure agreed by the Dáil in relation to Covid-19 measures, the revised Government Ex-
penditure Ceiling now amounts to €79.7 billion. This reflects an additional €6.8 billion for the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, nearly €2 billion for the Department 
of Health and €483 million for the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

Further measures have also been announced by Government in response to the Covid-19 
crisis, notably the decision to extend the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and the Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme to August. Taking into account the estimated cost of these decisions 
made to end-June, the overall expenditure increase compared with the figures set out in REV 
2020 is almost €12 billion. This does not reflect supports to be announced as part of the July 
Stimulus plan.

Arising from Government formation, a number of reconfigurations of Government Depart-
ments are underway. On completion of these transfers of functions and related allocations, 
restated Estimates will be presented to the Dáil reflecting the new Departmental structures and 
allocations. These Estimates will reflect decisions in relation to additional funding to respond 
to Covid-19, including that set out in the July stimulus. Over the coming months, it will be im-
portant that Departments manage within the allocations set out in these Estimates.

Coordinated action at EU level, including ECB support in the bond markets and the acti-
vation of the General Escape Clause of the Stability and Growth Pact, has been important in 
addressing the Covid-19 crisis. This has supported the Government’s approach towards the 
Covid-19 crisis, with substantial additional resources being allocated that are being funded by 
borrowings as the General Government Balance moves from surplus in 2019 to a significant 
deficit this year. 

As regards the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council: in its Fiscal Advisory Report, published in 
June, the Council assessed the Government’s swift response to the pandemic as appropriate. 
The Council also recommended a temporary and targeted fiscal stimulus during the recovery 
phase. The overarching measures already introduced have provided support across a broad 
range of sectors impacted by Covid-19. As our economy and society reopens, recovery is un-
derway. However, it is clear that it is weak in many sectors and that there is a clear role for fur-
ther measures to support economic activity and employment. The July stimulus, which is in the 
process of being agreed by Government, will provide additional targeted supports to stimulate 
activity across the economy, provide assistance to firms and support employment in the short- 
and medium-term. 

Taking a longer-term view, a National Economic Plan will be published in conjunction 
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with Budget 2021, setting out our long-term approach to restoring employment and outlining 
how we will secure our public finances. As the economy returns to growth and employment is 
restored, it is important that the deficit is reduced year-on-year to underpin the sustainability of 
the public finances. To achieve this aim, a sustainable Medium-Term Expenditure framework 
will be pursued that provides a clear pathway back to a balanced budget. Throughout this pro-
cess, Government will prioritise policy actions that protect the most vulnerable and put in place 
new measures for economic decision making that reflect the welfare and quality of life of those 
living in Ireland.

A sustainable Medium-Term expenditure framework, means ensuring that we are achieving 
the greatest possible impact with public expenditure and delivering high quality public services 
in an efficient and effective manner. A range of reforms have been put in place over the last 
number of years with the aim of focusing attention on achieving value for money. For example, 
the Performance Budgeting initiative seeks to shift focus away from simply looking at the 
quantum of spend towards examining what is being delivered through public expenditure. My 
Department is also now managing the first year of a new cycle of the Spending Review process, 
which is another key tool in ensuring efficiency and effectiveness in public expenditure and 
which can support the reallocation of funding to meet expenditure priorities where necessary. 
As set out in the Programme for Government, we are committed to continuing that programme 
of reform.

  Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 231.

  Questions Nos. 234 to 237, inclusive, answered with Question No. 232.

21/07/2020WRM02100Public Sector Pay

21/07/2020WRM02200238. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which FEMPI restoration policy has been completed in line with previous agree-
ments and expectations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17443/20]

21/07/2020WRM02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Since 2015 
it has been the objective of successive Governments to gradually unwind this legislation in a 
sustainable manner. This has been accomplished on a negotiated basis with staff interests, firstly 
through the Lansdowne Road Agreement 2016-2018(LRA) and now the Public Service Stabil-
ity Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA). 

The PSSA was given legal effect by the Oireachtas in the Public Service Pay and Pensions 
Act 2017. 

While the Agreement is due to expire at the end of this year, certain measures needed to 
complete the unwinding of FEMPI will continue over the period 2021-2023 as provided for in 
the 2017 Act. These can be found at Section 19 and Section 20 of the Act at the following link:

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/act/34/enacted/en/html 

21/07/2020WRM02400Public Sector Staff

21/07/2020WRM02500239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which recruitment throughout the public sector continues in line with expectations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17444/20]
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21/07/2020WRM02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware from previous replies, in my role as Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, I have overarching responsibility for workforce planning in, and recruitment to, the 
Civil Service. 

In Budget 2015, it was announced that there would be a targeted programme of recruitment 
into the Civil Service to address service needs and a shortfall in key skills. The Deputy will be 
aware that a number of open competitions have already taken place or are in the process of tak-
ing place for recruitment to the Civil Service.

I understand from the Public Appointments Service, who are the independent recruiter for 
the Civil Service, that since the lifting of the moratorium, approximately 15,880 civil servants 
from open competitions excluding temporary assignments and professional and technical posts, 
have been assigned to Government departments and offices across general service grades. This 
figure would, of course be offset by retirements and other people leaving the Civil Service.

An open CO competition was advertised recently and an open AP competition was also 
advertised recently. An open competition for posts at EO level countrywide will be advertised 
shortly.  

Apart from competitions already advertised, it is too early to say at this stage what competi-
tions will be held for all of 2020. Factors such as the demand from Departments/offices from 
existing panels, consequential vacancies arising, retirements and defined skill demands will 
influence decisions to hold competitions and these are currently being assessed. 

21/07/2020WRM02700Public Sector Staff

21/07/2020WRM02800240. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which accommodation has been or can be reached in respect of returning public 
servants that have expressed a wish to remain in employment for some time after their antici-
pated retirement age while adhering to Government policy in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17445/20]

21/07/2020WRM02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Public 
Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 was enacted on 26 December 2018. 
This Act introduced a new compulsory retirement age of 70 for the majority of public servants 
recruited prior to 1 April 2004. 

The public servants covered by the Act are termed “relevant public servants” as defined in 
Section 2 of the Act. Under the Act, any relevant public servant who had not already reached 
their compulsory retirement age of 65 before that date has a new compulsory retirement age of 
70. Prior to 26 December 2018, most of these public servants had a compulsory retirement age 
of 65.

The definition of relevant public servant includes the vast majority of pre-1 April 2004 
public servants. The only significant exception is the “uniformed fast accrual” group, which 
comprises certain groups of employees in the public service who are required to retire early 
for operational reasons. This includes An Garda Síochána, members of the Permanent Defence 
Force, Firefighters and Prison Officers.

Public servants who wish to clarify issues regarding their retirement are advised to contact 
their employer’s HR office who are best placed to assist them.
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21/07/2020WRM03000Brexit Issues

21/07/2020WRM03100241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which the potential outcomes in respect of Brexit continue to include the role of 
his Department as a means of ensuring the best possible performance in any situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17446/20]

21/07/2020WRM03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Ireland con-
tinues to support the closest possible future relationship between the EU and the UK.   Never-
theless we recognise that, regardless of the outcome of the negotiations on the future relation-
ship, the UK will leave the Single Market and the Customs Union on 1 January 2021.  This will 
have significant implications for us. 

We have been preparing for Brexit since before the UK referendum in 2016.  While much of 
this work is already in place following previous no-deal preparations, the transition period has 
allowed us to refine and further develop this work.

Within my Department Brexit issues are coordinated by a dedicated Unit dealing with EU 
and Brexit issues, with an attaché based in Ireland’s Permanent Representation in Brussels.  The 
Unit leads on EU work across the Department and its agencies, and represents the Department 
on the various groups that coordinate the Government’s response to Brexit. 

Following the UK’s departure from the EU, and with attention now on the future relation-
ship negotiations and the expiry of the transition period at the end of the year, the Department’s 
priorities for Brexit are: readiness for the conclusion of the transition period, including oversee-
ing preparations at the ports and airports; implementation of aspects of the Withdrawal Agree-
ment and Protocol; addressing certain policy areas that will be impacted by the negotiations, 
e.g. public procurement, EU funding and the new post-Brexit PEACE PLUS programme; and 
the ongoing public expenditure implications of Brexit response measures.

21/07/2020WRM03300Special Areas of Conservation

21/07/2020WRM03400242. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the pearl mussel which is found in the Munster Blackwater.  [16666/20]

21/07/2020WRM03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel is critically endangered in Ireland and the EU. It is very sensitive to 
water quality and to land use management that may impact on the rivers in which it lives, in-
cluding the Munster Blackwater. 

In 2019, the national conservation status for Freshwater Pearl Mussel was assessed as being 
“Bad and declining” in Ireland’s report on the status of habitats and species listed in the EU 
Habitats Directive. (A summary of the report is available on the NPWS website at https://www.
npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports).

The Munster Blackwater  is a deep, dark and fast-flowing river, and is difficult to survey for 
these reasons. Data on the status of the Mussel in the Blackwater, including its current distribu-
tion and abundance, is incomplete. However some recent surveys of parts of the river found 
more mussels than were previously known in the main channel of the river.

In 2011, the National Parks and Wildlife Service drafted the “Strategy for Conservation of 
the Freshwater Pearl Mussel in Ireland”. This Strategy proposed a particular focus of conserva-
tion efforts on the 8 best pearl mussel rivers in the country, and at the time set out that it would 
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not be possible to restore some of the 27 populations in SACs, including the Munster Black-
water main channel, because of the low number and poor condition of the remaining mussels, 
the bad status of the mussel habitat and the magnitude of the pressures in the catchment. With 
this in mind, the European Union Environmental Objectives (Pearl Mussels) Regulations 2018 
amended S.I. 296 of 2009  in order to enable the removal of the pearl mussel as a qualifying 
interest for the main channel of the Munster Blackwater River.

It was intended that the Conservation Objectives for the SAC would be altered so that the 
mussel would remain a qualifying interest in certain tributaries, but would no longer be so in 
the main channel of the river.

However, in December 2018, a judicial review was brought before the High Court, chal-
lenging the making of the 2018 Regulations. In light of recent jurisprudence of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union on the application of the  legal requirements of the SEA Direc-
tive, my Department considered  it would be prudent to agree to an Order of Certiorari to have 
the making of the 2018 Regulations quashed. Accordingly, the mussel remains as a qualifying 
interest for the SAC.

My Department is currently reviewing the case and all of the evidence presented by af-
fidavit. While the Department’s decision was made on foot of procedural matters, it was also 
clear that the scientific evidence on which the 2011 strategy was based has changed in light of 
further knowledge; and it is clear that no change to the regulations would be possible without 
extensive survey work in the river, a substantial and difficult task as outlined above. The neces-
sary survey work would be likely to require 2 years to complete, given reasonable weather and 
river conditions.

21/07/2020WRM03600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRM03700243. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the steps she plans to take to assist artists that are affected by Covid-19 and struggling to survive 
financially through the crisis taking into account their importance economically, socially and 
culturally; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17137/20]

21/07/2020WRM03800249. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the steps being taken to protect the theatrical arts in view of the damage caused by the Covid-19 
recession  [16853/20]

21/07/2020WRM03900257. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to musicians and the music industry to help overcome the 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17409/20]

21/07/2020WRM04000258. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to visual artists and the Arts Council to help overcome 
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. [17410/20]

21/07/2020WRM04100259. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to actors and those working in drama and producing 
plays to help overcome the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17411/20]

21/07/2020WRM04200260. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to singers and the music industry to help the overcome 
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17412/20]
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21/07/2020WRM04300262. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to local theatres and arts venues to help the overcome the 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17414/20]

21/07/2020WRM04400263. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to the professional arts music events management sector 
to help the overcome the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17415/20]

21/07/2020WRM04500264. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to musicians and the music industry to help the overcome 
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  [17416/20]

21/07/2020WRM04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 243, 249, 257 to 260, inclusive, 262 to 264, inclusive, together.

Primary support for the arts in Ireland is delivered by the Arts Council, which is independent 
in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003. On 16 June a significant investment of €25 
million in Arts and Culture in 2020 was announced. This new investment is in addition to and 
builds on previous funding allocated to the sector. This funding will address immediate priori-
ties to assist with the unique challenges faced by the arts as our society and economy reopens.  
Artists, arts organisations and culture workers will be supported to continue to create art and 
innovate.  Of this, €20 million has been directed to Arts Council bringing its 2020 allocation to 
€100 million.  A further €5 million is being made available for other measures including secur-
ing the future of key cultural and museum spaces and facilities throughout the country and the 
production of high-quality digital art and on-line performances as well. 

Among the measures being introduced will be new bursaries and commissions from the 
Arts Council, including supports for freelance artists and those looking to develop projects on 
a collaborative basis.  The Department is providing supports for cultural centres including local 
and regional museums, as well as for new online cultural and creative content to build on the 
success of programmes such as Ireland Performs and the Other Voices Courage   programme.

Organisations and individuals currently funded under the Arts Council Strategic Funding, 
Arts Centre Funding, Arts Grant Funding and Festival Investment Scheme, Round 1 were ad-
vised at the beginning of this crisis that the Arts Council would honour all funding commit-
ments that have been made to them and that there would be no financial penalties for organisa-
tions/individuals that are unable to deliver key activities/key services arising from the impact 
of the COVID-19 virus.  

Organisations that face cash flow challenges during this time are able to draw down up to 
90% of their Arts Council funding commitment. This should, in turn, assist them in honouring 
immediate financial commitments.  Organisations are asked to prioritise commitments to artists 
– as this is a particularly challenging time for them.

Last October saw the announcement of a new €4.7m Capital investment scheme for arts and 
culture centres. The new capital investment scheme is to run until 2022 and is focused on se-
curing and enhancing the existing stock of arts and culture centres that operate as not-for-profit 
organisations throughout the country and has a clearly defined arts and culture focus. This fund-
ing is made available under the Department’s capital plan -   Project Ireland 2040 -Investing in 
our Culture, Language & Heritage 2018 – 2027. 

In response to the COVID-19 crisis I recently announced further funding from this capital 
envelope. It will provide emergency funding to facilitate the safe re-opening of theatres, arts 
centres and culture venues.  The measures are designed to support arts and culture facilities in 
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preparation for staff, artists and audiences returning work in line with the Government’s Road-
map for Reopening Society & Business and Return to Work Safety Protocols.  The Guidelines 
for the Scheme and Application Form are available on my Department’s website

The Government has also extended its two universal income support measures for all sec-
tors.  The Pandemic Unemployment Payment, operated by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection, currently extended to 10 August.  The Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (TWSS), operated by the Revenue Commissioners, has been extended to 31 August 
and allows employers to retain the link with employees so that when the crisis passes, people 
can get back to work as quickly and seamlessly as possible.

21/07/2020WRM04700Heritage Schemes

21/07/2020WRM04800244. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way in which a town can gain designation as a heritage town or gain heritage status; the 
process by which a town can apply to be a part of the historic towns initiative; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17149/20]

21/07/2020WRM04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The 
Historic Towns Initiative (HTI) is a joint undertaking between my Department and the Heri-
tage Council which aims to promote the heritage-led regeneration of Ireland’s historic towns. 
This initiative includes works to significant historic buildings, streetscape conservation and the 
public realm and demonstrates the effective way that heritage can be used to regenerate urban 
centres. 

The internationally recognised practice of heritage-led regeneration shows that heritage can 
be used to create a desirable place where people can live, visit and do business. It brings eco-
nomic benefits to enable our historic towns to prosper through increased visitor numbers and 
decreased numbers of vacant buildings and commercial premises. The towns are selected fol-
lowing a competitive process inviting each local authority to apply in respect of one historic 
town with an indicative minimum population of 1,500 inhabitants. Priority is given to projects 
that are ‘plan-led’ and likely to make a meaningful contribution to the heritage-led regeneration 
of the town. Full details on how to apply for the HTI are available on the Heritage Council’s 
website.  

The Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform, Malcolm Noonan, TD, along with 
the Heritage Council, recently announced funding of €1 million, to be shared by six towns un-
der the 2020 programme. These towns are 

- Tralee, Co Kerry

- Ramelton, Co Donegal 

- Ballina, Co Mayo  

- Roscommon, Co Roscommon.

- Sligo, Co Sligo

- Clones, Co Monaghan. 

While almost all Irish towns are historic in origin, including those of medieval and pre-
medieval foundation, plantation towns, planned estate towns and those established around local 
industries there is no formal process in my Department by which towns can apply for designa-
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tion as a ‘heritage town’.  understand that in 1991, Bord Fáilte proposed a Heritage Town Pro-
gramme to transform some of Ireland’s historic towns into tourist attractions in their own right 
and a total of 34 towns were originally designated as heritage towns under that programme. 
I also understand that a small number of the towns continue to market themselves under the 
brand of ‘heritage town’ although Fáilte Ireland is no longer involved in such designation either.

21/07/2020WRM05000Heritage Schemes

21/07/2020WRM05100245. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the funding streams available for projects such as 15 Henrietta Street to develop their existing 
premises to their original state.  [16489/20]

21/07/2020WRM05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): My role 
with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners.  

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). This year 450 heritage projects across every county in the country will benefit 
from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes.  

This funding will support the owners and custodians of historic and protected structures as 
they carry out hundreds of small-scale, labour-intensive projects to repair and safeguard our 
built heritage as well as providing vital support for local jobs in conservation, traditional skills 
and construction.  Details of all projects approved for 2020 are published on my Department’s 
website as well as on each local authority website. However, given the scale of investment 
needed for larger projects, such as the one mentioned, it is likely that the levels of grant funding 
available under these schemes would not be sufficient. 

In the context of a particular building or historic structure, the best advice is generally to 
contact the Heritage Officer or Architectural Conservation Officer in the local authority who is 
well placed to advise on the various types of funding available to assist with its renovation or 
conservation.  The Deputy may be aware that Dublin City Council, in fact, purchased, rescued, 
stabilised and conserved No. 14 Henrietta Street, preserving it for generations to come. In Sep-
tember 2018, it opened to the public as a museum of tenement life allowing visitors to experi-
ence over 300 years of city life, from its grand Georgian beginnings to the tenement dwellings 
of its later years. It is, of course, situated next door to 15 Henrietta Street.

21/07/2020WRM05300Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRM05400246. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by her since becoming Minister; 
the starting annual salary of each person appointed by her; if an open interview process was 
conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser 
and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular 
form.  [16559/20]

21/07/2020WRM05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): On the 
commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guide-
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lines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 
33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

At this stage no Special Advisers have been formally appointed by the Government. This 
process will start once the Guidelines have been approved by Government and details will be 
published on the DPER website.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that Minister of State Dara Calleary, prior to the ap-
pointment of Minister of State Jack Chambers, assigned two Special Advisers.   

21/07/2020WRM05600Waterways Issues

21/07/2020WRM05700247. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason persons living on houseboats are being evicted from the Grand Canal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16759/20]

21/07/2020WRM05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin):  My col-
league, Minister of State Malcolm Noonan recently met the Acting CEO of Waterways Ireland 
to discuss, among other issues, sustainable urban canals and their communities.

Our canals and navigable waterways are essential components of our built and natural heri-
tage. Invested in , they accommodate unique and vibrant communities, harbour biodiversity 
and host youth and leisure amenities.At the aforementioned  meeting, the issue of houseboats 
on the Grand Canal was discussed.  I can confirm that Waterways Ireland will not be removing 
any genuine and legitimate houseboats or so-called “live-aboards”I understand that Waterways 
Ireland will engage now in a collaborative process with all stakeholders around finding a long 
term, sustainable solution to regularise the use of the canals,  recognising the cultural and heri-
tage value of our canal network as living communities of people and ecology. The process, with 
community and sustainability at its heart will seed the future strategy. 

Waterways Ireland is working on a ten-year strategy for the development of Ireland’s in-
land waterways. As part of this exercise, it will examine all opportunities to develop, over the 
next decade, initiatives for each of its navigations. These will include areas on and along the 
country’s inland waterways infrastructure. Plans will be consistent with its remit; its funding; 
and the importance of consultation and engagement with the many diverse groups within the 
catchment areas. 

Waterways Ireland is continuing its work to regularise compliance with the bye-laws on the 
canals with an immediate priority  to remove derelict and abandoned boats.

21/07/2020WRM05900Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRM06000248. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by her 
Department and each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 
2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16846/20]

21/07/2020WRM06100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I am ad-
vised that no contracts have been placed or payments made by my Department or bodies under 
my Department’s aegis to the company identified by the Deputy and its subsidiaries during the 
period specified by the Deputy.
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  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 243.

21/07/2020WRN00200Animal Diseases

21/07/2020WRN00300250. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the details of the sampling regime undertaken by the NPWS to identify prevalence of 
rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus; the research being undertaken into the issue; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17047/20]

21/07/2020WRN00400252. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the areas and counties in which the rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus 2 has been detected 
over the past year; the date on which the virus was detected; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [17049/20]

21/07/2020WRN00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 250 and 252 together.

Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease (RHD2) was first reported in wild rabbits in Ireland in early 
August 2019 and shortly after that in the Irish hare. Since then the disease has been confirmed in 
hares in three counties - Dublin, Wexford and most recently Kildare - and in wild rabbits from 
12 counties: Carlow, Clare, Cork, Dublin, Kildare, Kerry, Leitrim, Meath, Offaly, Tipperary, 
Wexford and Wicklow. While most of the reports are from the end of 2019, a number of new 
records of the disease were confirmed last week in rabbits from Clare and Cork and in hares 
from Wexford and Kildare.

The virus is known to be highly contagious and easily spread, and environmental con-
tamination presents significant difficulties in terms of any biosecurity responses. The disease is 
known to have caused significant mortality among rabbits in parts of Ireland and the spillover 
into both the Irish hare population and domestic pet rabbits raises additional concerns. While a 
vaccine is available for pet rabbits this is not an option for wild animals.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department are working with colleagues 
in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to develop a national survey of RHD2 
in rabbits. This will involve sampling rabbits from hunting bags at different locations in ev-
ery county of Ireland. All animals will be tested for RHD2 virus (which will demonstrate the 
presence of the disease) and RHD2 antibodies (to confirm previous exposure  to the virus and 
subsequent recovery). 

The results will provide a snapshot of the prevalence of RHD2 nationally in wild Irish rab-
bits and will hopefully highlight any geographical patterns that may be present. The results 
will also indicate if the prevalence of animals with detectable antibodies provides evidence that 
‘herd immunity’ to the disease is developing among the rabbit population. It is hoped that an 
improved knowledge of the disease in rabbits will enhance our understanding of the risks that 
this disease poses to Irish hares.

21/07/2020WRN00600Hare Coursing

21/07/2020WRN00700251. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the details of hare coursing licences issued by county over the past ten years; the number of 
hares captured under those licences; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17048/20]

21/07/2020WRN00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The con-
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trol of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings and manag-
ing the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, 
which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
My responsibility relates to the conservation status of the hare.  While the regulation of hare 
coursing is not under my statutory control, licences are required by the Irish Coursing Club 
(ICC) under the terms of the Wildlife Acts on behalf of their affiliated clubs to facilitate the net-
ting and tagging of hares for closed park meetings.  Licences are not issued on a county basis 
or to individual coursing clubs.  

The most recent licences issued to the ICC to capture and tag hares for the 2019/2020 cours-
ing season are available on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of 
my Department.  The licences include a Schedule of the individual hare coursing clubs subject 
to the licence.

On the NPWS website my Department also publishes reports provided by both the ICC 
and NPWS Conservation Rangers of individual hare coursing meetings and these include data 
on the number of hares captured at each meeting.  These reports for the last five hare coursing 
seasons are available at https://www.npws.ie/licences/hare-coursing.

  Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 250.

21/07/2020WRN01000Oideachas Gaeltachta

21/07/2020WRN01100253. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil i gceist cúnamh a thabhairt do champaí samhradh a raibh costais tarraingte orthu féin 
agus earlais a fháil acu roimh a fograíodh nach mbeadh aon champaí Samhraidh ann i mbli-
ana ag tús Mí Iúil, mar a rinne le na coláistí Gaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí raiteas ina thaobh. 
[17052/20]

21/07/2020WRN01200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): 
Ceadaíonn mo Roinn allúntas suas le €330,000 d’Údarás na Gaeltachta chun campaí samhraidh 
a reáchtáil sa Ghaeltacht gach bliain.  Is iad Muintearas Teo atá roghnaithe ag an Údarás chun 
cúram a dhéanamh de riar na scéime faoina scáth. Is ionann an cúnamh a chuirtear ar fáil faoin 
scéim agus fóirdheontas i ndáil leis an táille a ghearrtar le freastal ar champaí aitheanta. 

Cé is móite den fhóirdheontas sin agus allúntas suas le €33,000 atá iníoctha le Muintearas 
Teo. as an scéim a riar, ní íoctar as aon chostas eile i ndáil le campaí samhraidh faoi scéim na 
Roinne.

Ar fhaitíos na míthuisceana, fógraíodh lé déanaí go mbeifí ag glacadh le hiarratais faoi 
Scéim na gCampaí Samhraidh i mbliana. 

21/07/2020WRN01300Waterways Issues

21/07/2020WRN01400254. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
engagement with Waterways Ireland on the issue of regulating the use of canal barges for resi-
dential accommodation; if legislation, regulations or bye-laws are required to permit the use of 
barges on canals controlled by Waterways Ireland for residential occupation; her plans to bring 
forward such legislation or regulations; and the funding required to provide services to facilitate 
residential occupation of barges on canals controlled by Waterways Ireland. [17367/20]

21/07/2020WRN01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Water-
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ways Ireland has a statutory responsibility to ensure the protection of the water quality of the 
canals, and the habitats and ecological systems that depend on it. Waterways Ireland is also re-
sponsible for complying with environmental legislation including the Water Framework Direc-
tive (WFD) and the Fisheries Acts ( the canals are coarse fisheries of national significance). The 
canals are also proposed Natural Heritage Areas; of national significance from a conservation 
perspective, and are protected under the Wildlife Acts. 

The functions of Waterways Ireland relate only to the management, maintenance, restora-
tion and development of inland waterways.  It has no powers or functions in regard to the provi-
sion of accommodation for those who might need it.  The by-laws governing the use of inland 
waterways were introduced in 1988: http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1988/si/247/made/en.

Residential moorings on any inland waterways do require planning permission and infra-
structure. This would be required  for the safe provision of water, sewage, location for bins, 
and access and egress for emergency vehicles. Recreational access to canals for members of the 
public, which are public amenities of significant cultural and heritage value, would also need to 
be retained. Any plan or development proposal is also considered in relation to relevant County 
or City Development Plans and any locally impacted community.

My colleague, Minister of State Noonan recently met the Acting CEO of Waterways Ireland 
to discuss, among other issues, sustainable urban canals and their communities.  Our canals 
and navigable waterways are essential components of our built and natural heritage, which can 
accommodate unique and vibrant communities, harbour biodiversity and host youth and lei-
sure amenities.  Waterways Ireland will engage in a collaborative process with all stakeholders 
around finding a long term, sustainable solution to regularise the use of the canals, recognising 
the cultural and heritage value of our canal network as living communities of people and ecol-
ogy. The process, with community and sustainability at its heart will seed the future strategy. 

Waterways Ireland is working on a ten-year strategy for the development of Ireland’s in-
land waterways. As part of this exercise, it will examine all opportunities to develop, over the 
next decade, initiatives for each of its navigations. These will include areas on and along the 
country’s inland waterways infrastructure. Plans will be consistent with its remit; its funding; 
and will involve consultation and engagement with the many diverse stakeholders within the 
catchment areas.

21/07/2020WRN01600Oideachas Gaeltachta

21/07/2020WRN01700255. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta ar lorg sí athbhreithniú ar an gcinneadh sláinte nach n-osclófar campaí samhraidh Muin-
tearas srl i mbliana ach amháin iad siúd a bheidh amuigh faoin aer, ionas go ligfear dóibh siúd 
ag a raibh hallaí nó ionaid phobail srl a bhí mór go leor a bheith istigh ar feadh cuid de na 
campaí samhraidh [17407/20]

21/07/2020WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Bhí an cheist faoi an mbeifí in ann dul ar aghaidh le reáchtáil Scéim na 
gCampaí Samhraidh ar chor ar bith an samhradh seo idir dhá cheann na meá mar gheall ar 
Covid-19. Ar mhaithe leis an gcinneadh cuí a dhéanamh faoin ábhar trí chéile  iarradh dréacht-
prótacal ón eagraíocht Muintearas  - atá freagrach as an scéim a riar - ina leagfaí amach an chaoi 
a mbeadh sé beartaithe acu cúram a dhéanamh de ghnóthaí Covid-19 agus camapí samhraidh 
ar bun.  

Tar éis an prótacal  sin a fháil agus a bheith scrúdaithe ag Údarás na Gaeltachta agus ag mo 
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Roinn araon, rinneadh an cinneadh glacadh lena raibh molta ag Muintearas tairbhe na scéime  
a theorannú do champaí faoin aer. In éindí leis an gcoinníoll sin, cuireadh roinnt coinníollacha 
eile leis an gcead ar mhaithe le féachaint chuige go raibh cúram cuí déanta de lucht freastail 
agus eagraithe na gcampaí chomh maith le foireann Muintearais iad féin mar a bhaineann sé le 
baol Covid-19.

Tuigfidh an Teachta nach foláir leas sláinte an phobail a chur chun tosaigh i gcónaí agus 
táim sásta sna tosca reatha gur deineadh é seo mar a bhaineann le an gcoinníoll áirithe seo chun 
aitheantas faoin scéim a theorannú do champaí faoin aer.

21/07/2020WRN01900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRN02000256. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports given the film industry to help it overcome the effects of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. [17408/20]

21/07/2020WRN02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): The 
Government has introduced measures to support workers and businesses affected by COV-
ID-19 that apply to all sectors of the economy, including those who work in the film industry. 
These include wage and employment supports, as well as business supports. 

In terms of direct support to the audiovisual sector, my Department and Screen Ireland have 
focused on bringing forward the payment of grants awarded this year to ensure financial com-
mitments can be met.

Screen Ireland – the development agency for the Irish Film Industry – has established a CO-
VID-19 Industry Sub-Committee as part of its planning for recovery. The Sub-Committee has 
been working together with industry stakeholders including Animation Ireland, Screen Produc-
ers Ireland, Visual Effects Association Ireland, Commercials Producers Ireland, Screen Guilds 
of Ireland, SIPTU and Equity to address key issues and further support measures required. The 
Covid-19 Sub-Committee aims to respond to the on-going needs of the industry as they arise 
during the pandemic. 

At the outset, Screen Ireland moved quickly to introduce supporting measures following 
informal consultation with stakeholder groups. These early measures included 

- measures to support cashflow;

- distribution support;

- supports for the promotion of Irish film;

- provision of as much of Screen Skills Ireland content as possible online.

Screen Ireland has also introduced further measures to support the industry. Importantly, the 
measures are directed to the sustainability of the industry with a strong focus on development 
support. This is intended to ensure companies are well positioned for launch as production re-
commences.  These measures include the following:

- In addition to its normal production and development rounds, Screen Ireland has already 
allocated €4.5 million in COVID-19 support measures for the Irish film and TV industry amid 
the Covid-19 crisis which includes commitments to: 

- provision of 90% funding upfront on all development loans to Irish screenwriters and pro-
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duction companies through to 31st July 2020; 

- extension of existing development and production loan offers which are due to expire in 
the coming months to 31st July 2020; 

- provision of additional marketing and distribution support for upcoming Irish film and TV 
releases during this period;

- increase the Strategic Slate Development Fund to €3 million to support strategic slate 
project development;

- introduction a new €1 million COVID-19 Production Fund, to assist with additional pro-
duction costs associated with implementing the new guidelines as the industry returns to work.

 -  provision of an additional €1 million in enhanced development support across feature 
film , TV and Animation; 

 -  a new Creative Concept Development Scheme to Irish directors and writers;

 -  funding to companies in need of urgent financial planning support;

 -  continued provision of skills development opportunities to Industry practitioners with 
Screen Skills Ireland delivering some of its planned activity for 2020 online free-of-charge and 
support for industry professionals to undertake high level online skills development courses;

 -  repurposing of two of Screen Skills Ireland’s funding schemes to assist Irish organisa-
tions and film festivals to provide online industry events including masterclasses, workshops 
and seminars;

 -  introduction of two new funding schemes through Screen Skills Ireland to support indus-
try professionals and stakeholders: 

   -  the Stakeholders & Guilds Funding Scheme which announced the 11 successful organi-
sations and initiatives who will share funding of €200,000 on 25 June 2020. This funding will 
be used to deliver a wide variety of skills development activities for the Irish screen sector

    - a Screen Mentoring Funding Scheme to support industry professionals to access Mentor 
support. 

My Department continues to engage across Government Departments and State Agencies 
on matters affecting the sector through the Audiovisual Action Plan Steering Group. 

  Questions Nos. 257 to 260, inclusive, answered with Question No. 243.

21/07/2020WRN02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRN02700261. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the additional supports provided to organisations (details supplied) and those associated 
or working with the traditional Irish music sector to help them survive and overcome the effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. [17413/20]

21/07/2020WRN02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Com-
haltas Ceoltóirí Éireann are in receipt on an annual subvention of €1.6m from my Department.  
This subvention remains in place for 2020.
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My Department has recently received additional funding of €25m to assist with stabilising 
the sector in the context of the impacts of COVID-19.  €20m of this was allocated to the Arts 
Council and a further €5m will be allocated to other measures, including securing the future 
of key cultural and museums spaces and facilities through Ireland, and the production of high-
quality digital art and on-line performances.  While the details are currently being finalised, 
funding requirements for Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann and other bodies are being considered 
in this context.

Na Píopairí Uileann are primarily funded through the Arts Council, who are independent in 
the allocation of their funding.  Any additional supports for this body would be a matter for the 
Arts Council.

In general terms, there are number of traditional Irish music projects funding through the 
Creative Ireland programme through local authorities, including Keeping the Uilleann Pipes 
Alive – Craobh na Mara in Co. Fingal and Ceangal  an Cheoil in Co. Louth.  Further ventures 
supported through Cruinniú na nÓg include the online Céilí in the Kitchen and Online Tradi-
tional Song Workshops for Children –across 10 local authorities.   

  Question Nos. 262 to 264, inclusive, answered with Question No. 243.

21/07/2020WRN03200Departmental Budgets

21/07/2020WRN03300265. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the breakdown of the way in which each budget line of her Department was allocated and 
spent in each of the past three years; and the 2020 estimate. [17417/20]

21/07/2020WRN03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Details 
of all expenditure for my Department during 2017 and 2018 are contained in the Annual Ap-
propriation Account, published by the Comptroller and Auditor General at https://www.audit.
gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/Appropriation%20Accounts/. A breakdown of 2019 expen-
diture will be contained in my Department’s 2019 Appropriation Account which is due to be 
published by the Comptroller and Auditor General later this year. In the interim, details of total 
expenditure in respect of my Department and all Government Departments are published by 
the Department of Finance and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Total gross 
voted expenditure for 2019 figures are available at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/092b67-
fiscal-monitor-december-2019/.

Details of the Revised Estimates for my Department for 2019 and 2020 are published by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at https://www.per.gov.ie/en/rev/.

21/07/2020WRN03500Departmental Budgets

21/07/2020WRN03600266. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the Department funding and capital that has been repurposed and redistributed within her 
Departmental vote; the funding she has identified which will be unspent in the various budget 
lines in 2020 due to works not being able to progress or the arts sector being shut down due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she has requested the Minister for Finance for leave to redis-
tribute same within her Department to help the arts sector recover from Covid-19. [17418/20]

21/07/2020WRN03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Expen-
diture across all programme areas in my Department’s Vote continues to be reviewed in light of 
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the Covid19 crisis. Many programme components are being re-imagined on foot of health and 
safety restrictions necessitated by the crisis, including for example Cruinniú na nÓg, Galway 
2020 European Capital of Culture and Other Voices ‘Courage’.  Total expenditure for my De-
partment as at 30 June 2020 was at 99% of profile. While it is too early to accurately forecast 
the full end of year outturn, I can advise that no significant savings are envisaged at present. All 
expenditure within my Department’s vote will continue to be carefully monitored between now 
and year end to ensure the best use of available financial resources. 

Since the outset of the pandemic, officials from my Department have been in ongoing com-
munication with officials in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the 
devastating and unprecedented impact of Covid19.  This communication has centred around 
how best to stabilise sectors and ensure their viability going forward and included consideration 
of reallocation of resources as well as the need for additional resources. A further investment of 
€25 million in arts and culture during 2020 was announced in June of this year to address Co-
vid19 challenges. The 2020 Further Revised Estimates for my Department passed by the Dáil 
on 9 July last reflect this additional funding.

21/07/2020WRN03800Cruinnithe an Aire

21/07/2020WRN03900267. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cé hiad na cruinnithe a bhí aici leis na eagrais Ghaeilge agus Ghaeltachta ó roghnaíodh í 
mar Aire sinsearach don Gaeilge agus don Ghaeltacht. [17452/20]

21/07/2020WRN04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Catherine Martin): Tá cás 
na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta rí-thábhachtach don Rialtas nua agus dom fhéin go pearsanta 
agus táim ag súil go mór le bheith ag obair as lámha a chéile leis an Aire Stáit nua agus leis 
na heagraíochtaí Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta ar mhaithe lenár gclár oibre leathan sa Roinn nua a 
chur chun cinn. Tá sé i gceist agam cuairt a thabhairt ar cheantar Gaeltachta i dteannta an Aire 
Stáit nua gan mhoill, áit a chloisfimid faoi dhúshláin agus riachtanais na bpobal Gaeltachta.   
Beidh mé fhéin agus an tAire Stáit Chambers ag tapú an deis chomh maith sna seachtainí agus 
sna míonna amach romhainn casadh leis na heagrais Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta ar mhaithe le 
cloisteáil faoina gcuid dúshlán agus  le hiarracht a dhéanamh teacht ar bhealaí len iad a shárú. 

Creidim go láidir go bhfuil an Ghaeilge ar cheann de na hacmhainní nádúrtha is luachmhaire 
atá againn.  Tá sí mar chuid lárnach dár bhféiniúlacht, agus is ceart agus is cóir go ndéanfar gach 
iarracht chun í a chaomhnú agus a neartú.  Tá comharthaí dóchais le feiceáil dar liom sa mhéid 
daoine gur mhaith leo a gcuid gasúir a chuir chuig gaelscoileanna, sa mhéid daoine fásta anseo 
in Éirinn agus ar fud na cruinne atá ag foghlaim na teanga, san fhás as cuimse a fheiceann muid 
ar an teanga ar na meáin shóisialta agus an rath atá ar leithid na ‘Pop-Up Gaeltachtaí’ le roinnt 
blianta anuas.  Níl aon dabht go bhfuil deacrachtaí ann chomh maith, agus dar liom, caithfidh an 
Stát iarracht níos fearr a dhéanamh chun tacú leis an teanga.  Tá pobal labhartha láidir Gaeilge 
agus Gaeltacht ríthábhachtach má tá muid chun an teanga a thabhairt slán don chéad ghlúin eile.  
Má tá meas le bheith ag pobal na tíre ar an teanga, sílim go gcaithfidh an rialtas a léiriú go bhfuil 
meas ag an Stát ar an teanga. 

21/07/2020WRN04100Housing Adaptation Grant

21/07/2020WRN04200268. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason a carer caring for their parent in the carer’s own home is not eligible for an 
adaptation grant to adapt the house to suit their parent’s needs due to the fact the parent has their 
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own home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16693/20]

21/07/2020WRN04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Regulations S.I. 670 of 2007 and S.I. 104 of 2014 provide the statutory basis for the operation 
of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. Article 8 of 
the Regulations provides that the applicant must occupy the house as his or her normal place of 
residence on completion of the works. 

The administration of the grants scheme, including the assessment, approval and prioritisa-
tion of grant applications under the various measures, is the responsibility of each local author-
ity. Having considered all of the circumstances in any particular case, it is a matter for the local  
authority to determine grant eligibility.

21/07/2020WRN04400National Planning Framework

21/07/2020WRN04500269. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to amend the National Planning Framework; the aspects due to be changed; 
if clarity regarding the hierarchy of planning policy at present can be provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17029/20]

21/07/2020WRN04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Project Ireland 2040 comprises two principal elements, both of which were published by Gov-
ernment in 2018.  The National Planning Framework (NPF) is Ireland’s long-term national 
spatial planning strategy to accommodate projected future population and economic growth 
over a 20-year period to 2040. 

The other principal element of Project Ireland is the current National Development Plan 
(NDP), which sets out a €116 billion public capital investment envelope in support of the NPF, 
to 2027. The aligned and shared vision of the NPF in tandem with the NDP, is an integrated, 
‘joined-up’ planning and investment strategy, focused on a series of ten shared national out-
comes.  

The Programme for Government commits to review of the National Development Plan 
(NDP) to be brought forward from 2022, to set out an updated NDP for the period to 2031.  The 
Programme for Government also confirms that the updated NDP will remain aligned with the 
spatial planning strategy in the NPF.  Accordingly, it is not proposed to review the NPF at this 
time. 

The NPF sits at the top of a hierarchy of statutory spatial development plans, the purpose of 
which is to ensure the sustainable development of urban and rural areas, secure balanced region-
al development and to support and co-ordinate proper planning and development throughout 
Ireland. This national-level planning policy is being implemented at the regional level through 
statutory Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) for the three Regional Assembly 
areas.

Further to the NPF, a RSES was prepared by each of the three Regional Assemblies in Ire-
land, all of which were approved and in place by January 2020.  In accordance with Section 
11 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, subsequent review of each County 
Development Plan must be consistent with both the NPF and the relevant Regional Strategy.  
In addition, since April 2019, Development Plan review processes have been overseen by the 
independent Office of the Planning Regulator. 
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21/07/2020WRO00200Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRO00300270. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the new marine planning and development Bill will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17041/20]

21/07/2020WRO00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
January 2020 my Department published the finalised General Scheme of the Marine Planning 
and Development Management Bill, which will provide the legislative basis for Ireland’s new 
marine planning regime. The commitment in the Programme for Government to enact this leg-
islation in nine months reflects the priority it has been accorded. 

In order for this legislation to be enacted within the 9 month timeframe, further policy 
work is continuing on the development of certain aspects of the proposed regime and intensive 
engagements in that regard are ongoing with the Department of Communications Climate Ac-
tion and Environment, who are leading the development of the provisions specific to Offshore 
Renewable Energy. In addition to the policy development work, engagement is also continuing 
with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel, other Departments and agencies on the drafting 
of the legal text. 

21/07/2020WRO00500Water Pollution

21/07/2020WRO00600271. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the ongoing raw sewage contamination of watercourses 
in Broadford, County Clare owing to lack of sewerage facilities in the village; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17091/20]

21/07/2020WRO00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. The Irish Water Stra-
tegic Funding Plan 2019-2024 sets out Irish Water’s multi-annual strategic business planning 
funding requirement of €11bn to 2024, comprised of a €6.1bn investment in infrastructure and 
assets, including €1.9bn for waste water, and €4.9bn in operating costs. In regard to overall 
investment, the Programme for Government states that the Government will fund Irish Water’s 
capital investment plan for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure on a multi-annual 
basis and deliver the €8.5 billion funding package committed to in Project Ireland 2040. This 
overall funding commitment is key to addressing Ireland’s shortcomings in water and waste 
water infrastructure.

Additionally, Irish Water brought forward proposals for a Small Towns & Villages Growth 
Programme, as part of its Capital Investment Plan 2020-2024 submitted to the Commission 
for Regulation of Utilities, which will support a number of the National Policy Objectives and 
National Strategic Outcomes under the National Planning Framework. The Small Towns & 
Villages Growth Programme is intended to provide water and wastewater growth capacity in 
smaller settlements which would not otherwise be provided for in its Investment Plan to 2024. 
Irish Water will work with local authorities across the country in ensuring the investment is 
made where it is needed most, aligned to core strategies. I understand that Irish Water is cur-
rently advancing its proposals on this programme. 

In addition to the support the plan gives to sewered locations in urban and rural Ireland, Irish 
Water is also prepared to support local authorities who wish to seek funding for un-sewered 
villages through the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund of the National Development 
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Plan. 

Further detail in relation to the breakdown of Irish Water’s capital investment should be 
sought from Irish Water. 

Of note also is the Working Group established by my Department in April 2018 to conduct 
a review of rural water services. There is a two-strand approach to the considerations of the 
Working Group. Strand 1 considered the composition and distribution of funding for the Multi-
Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 (which was announced last year), while Strand 2 is 
considering the long-term future resourcing of the rural water sector. The wastewater infrastruc-
ture needs of rural villages is an issue that the Working Group is to examine further.

21/07/2020WRO00800Property Tax

21/07/2020WRO00900272. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount paid to the equalisation fund from County Wicklow in each of the years 2015 to 
2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form [17362/20]

21/07/2020WRO01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The current system of local retention of Local Property Tax (LPT)  began in 2015 and since 
then 80% of the estimated LPT liability in each local authority area for a given year is retained 
in that area to fund public services, notwithstanding any local variation decisions. The remain-
ing 20% of LPT is re-distributed to provide equalisation funding to those local authorities that 
have lower property tax bases.

The final LPT allocations to all local authorities for the years 2015 to 2020, along with de-
tails of the contributions towards equalisation funding etc., are published on my Department’s 
website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/category/
housing/sub-topic/local-property-tax/sub-type/funding-allocation/topic/chargestaxes/type/
publications?query.

21/07/2020WRO01100Local Authority Housing

21/07/2020WRO01200273. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which he expects to pursue policies likely to encourage the provision 
of a major local authority housing building programme thereby achieving enhanced value for 
money through increased access to affordable housing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17447/20]

21/07/2020WRO01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government, and I, are absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing 
solutions are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for 
Government - Our Shared Future.  

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that local authorities are central to de-
livering housing.  This Government will increase the social housing stock by over 50,000 over 
the next five years, with an emphasis on new builds.  It will also put affordability at the heart 
of the housing system through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.  Affordable 
Purchase and Cost Rental homes will be delivered on State and public lands through a number 
of channels including by local authorities and the Land Development Agency.  The delivery 
of affordable homes by local authorities will be supported via the €310m Services Sites Fund 
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which is available within my Department. This fund targets those areas where affordability has 
been identified as an issue and provides facilitating infrastructure thereby sub-venting the end 
cost of homes on local authority sites.

Since taking up Office, I have established two High Level Taskforces involving key stake-
holders to ensure that the delivery of homelessness services and social housing are prioritised 
this year, recognising the impact of Covid-19. 

In terms of affordable housing, I will outline my detailed plans in the Autumn, taking ac-
count of the progress made under the Serviced Site Fund and other existing measures.  In this 
context, I am consulting with key stakeholders to examine and identify potential options for the 
acceleration and expansion of the delivery of affordable housing.  

21/07/2020WRO01400Local Authority Housing

21/07/2020WRO01500274. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter regarding a housing list (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16491/20]

21/07/2020WRO01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 58 
of the Housing Act 1966.  

My Department actively encourages local authorities to ensure all vacant properties in their 
stock are brought back into use as expeditiously as possible. Since 2014, funding has been 
provided for this purpose under the Voids Programme and the suite of works being funded is 
tailored to encourage swift turnaround. My Department will continue to support local authori-
ties in their work in this area. 

A call for proposals for Voids funding necessary to counteract the impact of Covid-19 issued 
earlier this years and funding for 12 units at a cost of €84,232 was approved for Kerry County 
Council. In addition, a call for proposals under the normal voids programme will issue shortly 
and any funding submission received from Kerry County Council will be actively considered. 

It is important that local authorities increasingly move toward a preventative maintenance 
approach to the management of their housing stock and my Department is working with local 
authorities to this end. 

21/07/2020WRO01700Wastewater Treatment

21/07/2020WRO01800275. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if funding has been secured for the Arklow wastewater treatment plant (details sup-
plied).  [16507/20]

21/07/2020WRO01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level.  Irish Water as a single 
national water services authority is taking a strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning 
and investment, and meeting customer requirements. 
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In relation to overall funding, my Department approved Irish Water’s Strategic Funding Plan 
2019-2024 on 7 November 2018, following its consideration by Government.  The Strategic 
Funding Plan sets out Irish Water’s multi-annual strategic business plan funding requirement 
of €11bn to 2024, comprised of a €6.1bn investment in infrastructure and assets and €4.9bn in 
operating costs.   The Strategic Funding Plan is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link:

  https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/irish_water_strategic_
funding_plan.pdf.

The funding plan in turn was developed in the context of the Water Services Policy State-
ment 2018-2025, which my Department published in 2018 following its approval by Govern-
ment.  The Policy Statement gives clear direction to strategic planning and decision making on 
water and wastewater services in Ireland.  The Policy Statement sets out a series of high-level 
policy objectives across the three thematic areas of Quality, Conservation, and Future Proofing, 
which must be pursued when planning capital investment and framing current spending plans.  
The Policy Statement is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/water_services_policy_
statement_2018-2025_0.pdf.

 In addition to the above, Irish Water is also regulated by the Commission for Regulation of 
Utilities (CRU) as the independent economic regulator.  The CRU is responsible for setting the 
total level of revenue which Irish Water can receive, through Government subvention and from 
customers, to cover its efficiently incurred costs.  This CRU process involves, inter alia, re-
viewing submissions from Irish Water, including on its capital investment plan for the five year 
period from 2020 to 2024 to support Irish Water’s strategic objectives, as set out in the Water 
Services Strategic Plan (WSSP) and its Strategic Funding Plan, and thereafter setting appropri-
ate revenue allowances for operating costs, capital costs and other items for given regulatory 
periods.  The actual allowed operational expenditure and capital investment is therefore decided 
by the CRU as part of the economic regulatory process and the annual budgetary and estimates 
process in respect of domestic water services. 

The prioritisation and progression of individual projects, including the one referred to in the 
question, is a matter for determination by Irish Water within this overall funding regime.

The CRU is due to shortly make its full determination on Irish Water’s total capital allow-
ance for the period 2020-24. Exchequer funding is provided to Irish Water for the provision of 
domestic water services. Irish Water’s annual Exchequer funding amount is determined through 
the estimates and budgetary process, having regard to the forthcoming CRU revenue determi-
nation.

21/07/2020WRO02000Local Authority Housing

21/07/2020WRO02100276. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the month in 2020 section 53 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 will 
be commenced; if it will be commenced before November 2020 when local authorities will 
be proposing their annual budgets for approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16526/20]

21/07/2020WRO02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The commencement of section 53 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 is not 
currently planned in 2020.  The potential for future commencement of the section is being con-
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sidered in the context of the differential rent regime review proposal included in the Programme 
for Government.

21/07/2020WRO02300Local Authority Rates

21/07/2020WRO02400277. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if local authorities can rely upon section 9 of the Local Government Rates and other 
Matters Act 2019 in the absence of regulations made pursuant to section 9(3) of the Act; if he 
plans to make regulations pursuant to section 9(3) of the Act; and if so, if the regulations will 
be made before November 2020 when local authorities will be proposing their annual budgets 
for approval. [16527/20]

21/07/2020WRO02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on the occupiers of rateable prop-
erty in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the independent 
Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.

The Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act 2019, modernised the legislation gov-
erning commercial rates and contains provision for schemes for the abatement of rates on va-
cant properties. The Act provides that a local authority may provide a temporary abatement 
for vacant properties, subject to any maximum relief which may be specified by the Minister, 
to ensure that all property owners (other than those whose rates liability would be below a de 
minimis threshold) make some level of payment to the local authority.  The Act allows the 
Minister to prescribe that the maximum level of relief can be further reduced by individual lo-
cal authorities.  No regulations in respect of section 9 have been made to date, and section 9 
has not been commenced.  Commencement of the various sections  of the Act is under active 
consideration, and it had been intended that the bulk of the provisions would be operational for 
the 2021 local authority budget cycle, in November 2020.  However, commencement will be 
delayed due to the impact of the COVID 19 pandemic.  

Notwithstanding that, there is existing legislation in place that provides for a refund of 
rates paid on vacant commercial properties in certain circumstances.  The Local Government 
Act 1946, provides that where a property is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, 
the owner becomes liable for rates.  However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property 
is vacant for specified purposes, these being if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of 
additions, alterations or repairs; where the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant 
at a reasonable rent; and where the premises are vacant pending redevelopment. The collection 
of rates and the determination of eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each in-
dividual local authority.

The Local Government Act 1946 provided that the owner was entitled to a 100% refund in 
most local authority areas.  Separate legislation governed refunds in the cities of Dublin, Lim-
erick and Cork, where the same criteria for refunds applied but only 50% of the rates paid were 
refundable. With effect from 1 June 2014, when the relevant provision commenced, the Local 
Government Reform Act 2014 gives discretion to the elected members of local authorities to 
vary the level of rates refunds that apply in individual local electoral areas within the authority’s 
administrative area. The Local Government (Financial and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014 
provide that the decision to alter the rate of refund should be taken at the annual budget meeting 
and that the rate of refund decided in respect of the relevant local electoral area, shall apply to 
eligible persons for the year to which the budget relates. The absence of a decision to vary the 
refund means that the existing legislative provisions regarding the rate of refunds apply (either 
100% or 50% as set out above). Guidance has been provided to local authorities and elected 
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members in that regard. A decision to vary the level of rate refund applying is a reserved func-
tion of elected members of a local authority.

21/07/2020WRO02600Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRO02700278. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing units delivered in Q1 and Q2 of 2020. [16548/20]

21/07/2020WRO02800280. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes brought into use in the first six months of 2020 via the repair and 
lease scheme. [16550/20]

21/07/2020WRO02900281. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes brought into use in the first six months of 2020 via the buy and 
renew scheme. [16551/20]

21/07/2020WRO03000282. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes acquired via the Housing Agency in Q1 and Q2 of 2020; and the 
average cost of each unit. [16552/20]

21/07/2020WRO03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 278, 280, 281 and 282 together. 

In terms of social housing delivery data to date in 2020, data gathering and collation was 
impacted by COVID-19, where the focus was on maintaining the essential housing services. 
The data collection and collation process has since resumed and social housing statistics for Q1 
and Q2 2020 will be published together.

21/07/2020WRO03200Home Loan Scheme

21/07/2020WRO03300279. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans approved in principle and drawn down in 
each local authority area in the first two quarters of 2020, in tabular form. [16549/20]

21/07/2020WRO03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that an 
official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

My Department recently issued data requests for the first two quarters of 2020 and figures 
for these quarters will be made available in due course. 

Information on the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan for 2019, including the number and 
value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns, as well as average loan amounts, are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/
local-authority-loan-activity.

  Questions Nos. 280 to 282, inclusive, answered with Question No. 278.
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21/07/2020WRO03800Traveller Accommodation

21/07/2020WRO03900283. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the Traveller accommodation allocations for each local authority for 2020; and the draw-
down for Q1 and Q2 of 2020 by local authority in tabular form. [16553/20]

21/07/2020WRO04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authorities 
have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and 
the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate structures 
and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, including a 
national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

In 2020, to facilitate ease of access to such funding, my Department is no longer allocating 
specific budgets to individual local authorities from the €14.5m in funding available overall.  
Instead, it is open to all local authorities to apply for and drawdown funds at any time through-
out the year and this is actively encouraged by my Department.  Details of the drawdowns by 
individual local authorities to date in 2020 are set out in the table below.

Local Authority Drawdown 01-01-2020 to 30-06-2020
Carlow €-
Cavan €13,110
Clare €136,360
Cork City €1,322,750
Cork County €-
Donegal €14,370
Dublin City €376,850
DLR €-
Fingal €-
South Dublin €- 
Galway City €148,630
Galway County €24,030
Kerry €5,930
Kildare €- 
Kilkenny €640
Laois €179,800
Leitrim €- 
Limerick   City & Co. €730,620
Longford €- 
Louth €- 
Mayo €- 
Meath €- 
Monaghan €197,350
Offaly €116,670
Roscommon €52,220
Sligo €895,560
Tipperary €- 
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Local Authority Drawdown 01-01-2020 to 30-06-2020
Waterford City & Co. €- 
Westmeath €- 
Wexford €- 
Wicklow €- 
 TOTALS €4,214,890

21/07/2020WRO04100Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRO04200284. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minis-
ter; the starting annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was 
conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser 
and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, in tabular 
form. [16566/20]

21/07/2020WRO04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned Ciara Shaughnessy to work with me as Special Adviser 
and it is anticipated that she will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines 
have been approved.   

21/07/2020WRO04400Rental Sector

21/07/2020WRO04500285. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if legislation will be extended on the freezing of rent increases and evictions from 20 
July 2020 until the end of the year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16602/20]

21/07/2020WRO04600292. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to extend the freeze on evictions and on rent increases beyond 20 July 2020 in 
view of the vulnerable position of many still out of employment. [16705/20]

21/07/2020WRO04700300. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if an extension will be granted to the existing law on the freezing of rent from 20 July 
2020 until at least the end of 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16748/20]

21/07/2020WRO04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 285, 292 and 300 together.

With effect from 27 March 2020, under new emergency measures introduced into law to 
protect tenants during the COVID-19 emergency period, tenants cannot be forced to leave their 
rental accommodation, other than in exceptional circumstances. The measures also prohibit 
any increase to rent for the duration of the emergency period. These emergency laws initially 
applied for a period of 3 months from the enactment of the Emergency Measures in the Public 
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Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 and were subsequently extended to 20 July by the previous Gov-
ernment. 

On my request, having consulted with the Minister for Health and with the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, the Government has made a further Order extend-
ing the emergency period until 1 August 2020.

Subject to Cabinet approval, I intend to introduce residential tenancy legislation in the 
Houses of the Oireachtas before the summer recess to further protect tenants who have been 
economically impacted by the pandemic.

21/07/2020WRO04900Telecommunications Infrastructure

21/07/2020WRO05000286. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to statements by an organisation in 2001 in relation to 
exemptions in the Planning Act 2000 concerning the erection of masts and antennae by tele-
communications companies (details supplied); his views on whether the prediction has proved 
correct; his plans to alter the regulations to ensure there is greater accountability to the public 
on the part of telecommunication companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16609/20]

21/07/2020WRO05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, unless 
specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission.

In this regard, Class 31 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended, provides that certain classes of development carried out by a statutory undertaker 
authorised to provide a telecommunications service are, subject to specified conditions, ex-
empted development from the requirement to obtain planning permission. Where the conditions 
and size thresholds specified in the exemption class are not complied with or are exceeded, 
planning permission is required. 

Exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission in respect of specific forms 
of development are provided for when they are considered to be consistent with proper planning 
and sustainable development.

These arrangements are considered appropriate for the purpose of supporting the roll-out 
of a high quality communications service while also taking account of the ongoing technologi-
cal advances in this area. The legislative provisions are supplemented by planning guidelines 
entitled the Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structure Guidelines, which originally 
issued to planning authorities in 1996. In 2012, my Department issued Circular Letter PL07/12 
to planning authorities, updating certain sections of these Guidelines. The Guidelines provide 
advice on appropriate location and siting considerations for telecommunication installations 
and masts to be considered in the development planning and development management pro-
cess. The Guidelines, and subsequent Circular Letter, are available on my Department’s website 
at the following links: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Develop-
mentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad%2C1630%2Cen.doc

and

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/pl_07.12_-_telecommuni-
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cations_antennae_and_support_structures_guidelines.pdf.

I have no current plans to amend the Regulations in this matter.

21/07/2020WRO05200Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRO05300287. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when a report will be published following the review of income eligibility for social 
housing supports and in particular the review of the table of maximum net income limits in the 
Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16618/20]

21/07/2020WRO05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature. 

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to a 
maximum allowance under this category of 10%. 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

21/07/2020WRO05500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRO05600288. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment when the Covid-19 support scheme for local authorities will be put in place in view of the 
fact that local authority funding has been decimated due to Covid-19 with the waiving of rates, 
the absence of planning fees and other charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16671/20]

21/07/2020WRO05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
intend to continue supporting measures taken by my Department to assist local authorities with 
the financial difficulties they are experiencing since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

At the outset and to minimise cash flow challenges, my Department arranged for the early 
payment of Local Property Tax (LPT) to all local authorities.  As a short term measure, €136m 
was made available to local authorities as cash flow support in early April, in order to ensure 
that vital services that local authorities deliver can be maintained.  This support was comprised 
of the early payment of the LPT allocation ordinarily paid from the Local Government Fund in 
May and July. Further to these measures, my Department recently arranged for the early pay-
ment of 50% of each local authority’s individual Payroll and PSPR allocation, amounting to 
€54.8m. 

The Programme for Government – Our Shared Future, commits to setting out how commer-
cial rates will be treated for the remainder of 2020, as a priority action for Government.  This 
process is underway in my Department in the context of the forthcoming July stimulus. The 
previously announced waiver forms part of this consideration, with a view to a single commu-
nication with local authorities and ratepayers in the near future.  

It is recognised that some additional costs are being incurred by local authorities in relation 
to Covid-19 and that other fees and charges normally gathered are not being collected. Local 
authorities have been advised to capture all related costs in their financial systems to aid future 
financial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. In order to support 
the sector generally, I will ensure my Department continues to keep local authority income, 
expenditure and cash flow generally under review and will continue to work with all local au-
thorities, both collectively and individually, on issues arising.

21/07/2020WRO05800Approved Housing Bodies

21/07/2020WRO05900289. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the policy process in relation to approved housing bodies which are in engagement with 
the Housing Regulator; if during this process funding through the HSA or CALF can be availed 
of by the approved housing bodies to enable them continue with their housing construction or 
house purchase programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16689/20]

21/07/2020WRO06000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In advance of the formal establishment of the Approved Housing Bodies Regulatory Authority, 
as provided for by the Housing (Regulation of the Approved Housing Bodies) Act 2019, the 
oversight of approved housing bodies (AHBs) is conducted through the Voluntary Regulation 
Code (the Code), “Building for the Future, A Voluntary Regulation Code for Approved Housing 
Bodies in Ireland” underpinned by three standards - Financial, Governance and Performance. 
The Code is overseen by an Interim Regulatory Committee supported by a Regulation Office 
based in the Housing Agency. 

When the Regulation Office receives a regulatory return for an AHB it assesses that organi-
sation in line with their size, scope of activity and risk profile. The office assesses AHBs against 
the Code and standards.  Following this assessment, if an AHB is not meeting key requirements 
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under the Code they may be entered into engagement. An AHB entered into engagement will 
work with the Regulation Office to obtain a satisfactory assessment. This is a fluid process with 
AHBs entering and exiting engagement at various times. 

All funding to AHBs is provided via the local authorities as the latter are the statutory hous-
ing authorities for their areas. All social housing provision in each area, including by AHBs, 
must be provided with the approval and oversight of the relevant local authorities. The local 
authority determines whether an AHB project is to be approved or not, based on housing need 
and suitability of the proposed development. The AHB enters into a contract with the local au-
thority and must abide by the terms and conditions of the relevant scheme.

There are a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available to local authorities to deliv-
er social housing supports in partnership with AHBs. In accordance with Department Circular 
15/2016, only those AHBs that have signed up to the Code and have undergone a satisfactory 
assessment as part of the assessment process by the Regulation Office are considered eligible 
for new funding. Once a local authority has entered into a contract with an AHB, prior to them 
entering into engagement with the Regulation Office, that funding may continue.  

21/07/2020WRP00200Tenant Purchase Scheme

21/07/2020WRP00300290. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when recommendations made in the review of the tenant purchase scheme will be pro-
gressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16702/20]

21/07/2020WRP00400291. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to amend the tenant (incremental) purchase scheme 2016, in particular, the mini-
mum reckonable income requirement which discriminates against many tenants over 66 years 
of age (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16704/20]

21/07/2020WRP00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 290 and 291 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme, which came into operation on 1 January 2016, 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direction 
issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum reck-
onable income, local authorities include income from a number of different sources and classes, 
such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain social welfare 
payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to employment 
income. 

In determining reckonable income, the income of all tenants of the house, including adult 
children that are joint tenants, is included, as is the income of the spouse, civil partner or other 
partner / co-habitant of a tenant who lives in the house with them, thus ensuring the appropriate 
level of discount is applied to the purchase price.

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensure the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
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able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

The financing of any house sold under the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a sepa-
rate matter from the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  If the tenant is deemed eligible under the 
scheme, he or she may fund the purchase of a house from one, or a combination, of his/her own 
resources or a mortgage provided by a financial institution or a local authority house purchase 
loan.

A review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase (Incremental) 
Scheme has been recently finalised and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and 
recommendations. 

The Programme for Government commits to maintaining the right of social housing tenants 
to purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. The review and the commitments 
in the Programme for Government are being examined as part of the work on the broader social 
housing reform agenda. I expect that the review will be published once all the work on these 
reform measures is completed.

  Question No. 291 answered with Question No. 290.

  Question No. 292 answered with Question No. 285.

21/07/2020WRP00800Housing Data

21/07/2020WRP00900293. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount of funding allocated each year via grant aid for lead pipe replacement for domestic 
use since grant funding was introduced; the number of households that have accessed grant aid 
each year; and the amount of funding drawn down each year, in tabular form. [16715/20]

21/07/2020WRP01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The table below sets out the amount of funding allocated by my Department each year since the 
introduction of the Lead Remediation Grant in 2016. It also shows the number of households 
that have benefited from the grant and the amount of funding recouped by my Department to 
local authorities each year. The Lead Remediation Grant is a demand-led scheme. 

Year Funding allocated Number ofHouse-
holds Benefiting 
Grants Recouped by 
the Department

Total Amount Re-
couped by Depart-
ment

2016 €5,000,000 3 €7,680.00
2017 €1,000,000 52 €131,647.73
2018 €1,000,000 16 €47,116.14
2019 €1,000,000 32 €74,849.45
2020 (16 July 2020) €1,000,000 2 €3,000.34

21/07/2020WRP01100Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRP01200294. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment if he is examining the possibility of leasing privately-owned properties for up to 100 
years for the purpose of social housing delivery; and the analysis being used in assessing such 
a scheme whether produced by his Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, the Department of Finance or the National Development Finance Agency. [16717/20]

21/07/2020WRP01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The objective of Government is to focus strongly on new build, and in particular local author-
ity-led new build activity. Delivering the necessary supply of social homes, however, requires 
a multi-faceted approach, harnessing capacity and delivery from all available channels includ-
ing leasing. A traditional construction programme obviously requires significant year-on-year 
capital expenditure. Leasing is flexible, adaptable and can secure homes where local authorities 
do not have lands available. Leasing contributes to maximising delivery of all social housing.  

My Department will use the leasing schemes currently in operation, in conjunction with 
our partners in local authorities and the Approved Housing Body sector, to continue to deliver 
homes through this mechanism, in addition to prioritising their build programmes. The terms of 
the leases are kept under review. There are currently no private leases in operation with terms 
in excess of 25 years.  

21/07/2020WRP01400Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRP01500295. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the affordable housing projects being funded with the serviced sites fund; the anticipated 
sale price of the properties in each scheme; the shared equity stake held by the State in the 
properties in each scheme; if the shared equity stake is in addition to the sale price of the home; 
and the repayment mechanisms available to the purchaser to repay the shared equity portion, in 
tabular form. [16718/20]

21/07/2020WRP01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million is available to provide infrastructure to 
support the delivery of more affordable homes on local authority lands.  With a maximum SSF 
funding amount of €50,000 available per home, at least 6,200 affordable homes, to buy or rent, 
can be facilitated.  To date, SSF funding of €127 million has been allocated in support of 35 
projects in 14 local authority areas which will assist in the delivery of almost 3,200 affordable 
homes. 

Details of all projects that have received funding approval in principle are available at the 
following location;

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-au-
thority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

The ultimate selling prices of affordable homes will obviously be influenced by a number 
of factors which will vary significantly from development to development. This includes the 
overall development cost of each particular project, the housing type/tenure mix involved, and 
the local housing market.  Given that the detailed design, planning and procurement process 
have yet to be completed and as the open market value of homes cannot be ascertained until the 
homes are made available at the time of sale, it is not possible to confirm in advance the local 
authority equity stake in the homes or the ultimate final sales price in advance.  However, I can 
confirm that applications for SSF funding were made by local authorities on the basis of being 
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able to deliver homes for sale at discounts of between 10% and a maximum of 40% below open 
market prices.

Under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009 (under which affordable homes 
for purchase supported by the SSF are to be sold) a charge will be placed on the property equal 
to the percentage discount from open market value, giving the housing authority an equity stake 
in the property. The amount charged must be repaid at the end of the charged period (which 
must be at least 25 years) but may be paid off in installments at any time after the first 5 years 
of the charged period. This will ensure the sustainability of the funding model so more people 
can be helped meet their housing needs in the future.

21/07/2020WRP01700Homelessness Strategy

21/07/2020WRP01800296. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of the recently announced homelessness taskforce; the membership and terms 
of reference; the number of meetings that have taken place to date; and the frequency of meet-
ings anticipated in July and August 2020. [16720/20]

21/07/2020WRP01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I have established a High Level Homelessness Taskforce, to provide a forum for engagement 
with key organisations working to address homelessness. The Taskforce will input on the im-
plementation of the commitments on homelessness in the Programme for Government. The 
membership of the taskforce consists of the Chief Executives of the Dublin Region Homeless 
Executive, Crosscare, Depaul, Focus Ireland, the Peter McVerry Trust, Dublin Simon Commu-
nity and Threshold.

The Taskforce met for the first time on 13 July 2020 and again on 20 July 2020 and is meet-
ing weekly.

21/07/2020WRP02000Housing Policy

21/07/2020WRP02100297. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of the recently announced housing commission; the membership and terms of 
reference; the number of meetings that have taken place to date; and the frequency of meetings 
anticipated in July and August 2020. [16721/20]

21/07/2020WRP02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government provides that:

the Government will establish a Commission on Housing to examine issues such as tenure, 
standards, sustainability, and quality of life issues in the provision of housing.  

Further scoping is necessary as to the most appropriate type of structure for the Commission 
and to flesh out the issues that it will be tasked with examining. The establishment of the Com-
mission will occur when these issues have been appropriately considered.

21/07/2020WRP02300Ministerial Meetings

21/07/2020WRP02400298. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he or his officials have met with groups (details supplied) or other industry lobby groups 
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to discuss the introduction of a State-backed shared equity scheme for private sector homes; if 
so, when the meetings took place; the persons and bodies that attended the meetings; the spe-
cific proposals discussed; and if his Department is considering such schemes. [16722/20]

21/07/2020WRP02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I can confirm that neither I, nor officials from my Department, have met with Property Indus-
try Ireland or Irish Institutional Property to discuss the introduction of a Government-backed 
shared equity scheme for private sector homes.

I will outline my detailed plans for affordable housing in the Autumn. In doing so I will take 
account of the measures already underway, such as: the Serviced Site Fund; the Help to Buy 
Scheme and the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. I will also consider, measures in development, 
such as the Affordable Home Purchase and Cost Rental Schemes. 

 Finally, in this context, I am consulting with key stakeholders and delivery partners, to 
examine and identify potential options for the acceleration and expansion of the delivery of the 
affordable housing programme.   

21/07/2020WRP02600Planning Issues

21/07/2020WRP02700299. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if planning is required for all types of awnings outside and onto shopfronts, res-
taurants and businesses; if there are instances in which planning can be exempted on awnings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16726/20]

21/07/2020WRP02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, unless 
specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission. 
Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 
amended, set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission. There 
are no specific exemptions for awnings outside and onto shopfronts, restaurants and businesses.

Exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission in respect of specific forms 
of development are provided for when they are considered to be consistent with proper planning 
and sustainable development.

If someone wishes to establish whether or not planning permission is required for a particu-
lar development proposal they can seek a declaration from their local authority under Section 
5 of the Act.

The exemptions provided for in the Planning and Development Regulations are kept under 
regular review.

  Question No. 300 answered with Question No. 285.

21/07/2020WRP03000Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRP03100301. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by 
his Department and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 
July 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16832/20]
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21/07/2020WRP03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has not undertaken any contracts with company in question from 1 January 
2016 to 14 July 2020. It has however used its services on three individual occasions to provide 
refreshments at events.  The total payments between July 2017 and February 2020 is €1,240.29.

Local Authorities are independent statutory bodies, with democratically elected councils 
and their own management system. I have no role in relation to individual decisions made by 
local authorities except in respect of matters where there may be specific statutory provision for 
a Ministerial role within my Department’s particular areas of responsibility.

The details requested in relation to bodies under the aegis of my Department are also a mat-
ter for the individual bodies concerned. Arrangements have been put in place by each agency 
to facilitate the provision of information by State bodies directly to members of the Oireachtas. 
The relevant contact email address for each agency, to which members may address queries, are 
set out in the following table:

Agency Email address 
An Bord Pleanála Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
Ervia, Gas Networks Ireland Oireachtas@ervia.ie 
Housing Finance Agency Oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie 
Housing Sustainable Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie 
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie 
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie 
Ordnance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie 
Property Registration Authority  reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie 
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office reps@valoff.ie 
Land Development Agency Oireachtas@lda.ie 
Office of the Planning Regulator Oireachtas@opr.ie 

21/07/2020WRP03300Housing Provision

21/07/2020WRP03400302. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when it is expected that house construction work will commence at the glass bottle 
site, Ringsend, Dublin 4 [16849/20]

21/07/2020WRP03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department is supporting Dublin City Council in building the Dodder Bridge through the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund. This project will assist Dublin City Council in 
its plans to secure social and affordable housing, optimum land utilisation and activation, and 
wider housing development on the Poolbeg peninsula. 

The National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) had invited expressions of interest re-
garding lands located within the designated Poolbeg West Strategic Development Zone.  I un-
derstand that NAMA is currently undertaking a process to select a preferred bidder to develop 
these lands. 

Questions regarding the NAMA are more appropriate to my colleague the Minister for Fi-
nance.
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21/07/2020WRP03600Rental Sector

21/07/2020WRP03700303. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if steps are being taken to restrict the availability of rental properties via a company 
(details supplied) [16850/20]

21/07/2020WRP03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Legislative changes (the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 
2) Regulations 2019) were introduced last year in relation to the regulation of the short-term 
letting sector through the planning code to help address its impact on the supply of private 
rented accommodation, particularly in urban centres of high housing demand i.e. rent pressure 
zones (RPZs). The planning system facilitates the regulation of such short-term letting uses 
undertaken by the individual carrying out the activity, i.e. the owner/occupier of the house or 
apartment, rather than the online platforms. 

Under this Short-Term Letting legislation applicable in RPZs:

- Short term letting is defined as the letting of a house or apartment, or part of a house or 
apartment, for any period not exceeding 14 days.

- Homesharing (the letting of a room or rooms in a person’s principal private residence) 
continues to be permissible on an unrestricted basis and is exempted from the new planning 
requirements.

- Homesharers are allowed to sub-let their entire principle private residence (house or apart-
ment) on a short term basis for a cumulative period of 90 days where they are temporarily 
absent from their home.

- Where the 90 day threshold is exceeded, change of use planning permission is required.

If a person homeshares their principal private residence in a RPZ and wishes to avail of the 
new planning exemptions, they need to register this with their local planning authority and fulfil 
specified reporting obligations.

However, where a person owns a property in a RPZ which is not their principal private resi-
dence and intends to let it for short term letting purposes, s/he is required to apply for a change 
of use planning permission unless the property already has a specific planning permission to be 
used for tourism or short-term letting purposes.

The broader regulation of tourism activity, including the possible development of a new 
regulatory or licensing/registration system for commercial platforms and short-term letting 
agents, was recommended in the final Working Group report on the regulation of short-term 
letting. The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future includes the specific action to 
strengthen the regulatory and enforcement mechanisms with regard to short-term lettings, and 
the approach in this regard will be considered over the coming months.

21/07/2020WRP03900Pyrite Remediation Programme

21/07/2020WRP04000304. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if the pyrite resolution scheme has been made available to secondary homeowners 
in addition to primary homeowners; and if so, the reason the scheme does not also apply to the 
defective concrete blocks scheme being administered by Donegal County Council. [16913/20]



Questions - Written Answers

142

21/07/2020WRP04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of the 
Pyrite Resolution Board (PRB) and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be imple-
mented by the PRB with support from the Housing Agency.  The full conditions for eligibility 
under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on the PRB’s website, www.
pyriteboard.ie. A person who is the owner or joint owner of a dwelling that complies with the 
eligibility criteria, may apply to the PRB for only one dwelling to be included in the scheme.

In relation to the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant scheme, Regulations under sections 2 
and 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979 provide for a grant scheme of finan-
cial assistance to support affected homeowners in the counties of Donegal and Mayo to carry 
out the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defective 
concrete blocks, entitled Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks in Con-
struction (Remediation) (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 25 of 2020). 

The Regulations, which provide the legal framework for the grant scheme of financial assis-
tance, came into operation on 31 January 2020. The scheme is targeted at assisting a restricted 
group of homeowners in the counties of Donegal and Mayo, who have no other practicable op-
tions to access redress for their home. The dwelling must be a homeowner’s principal private 
residence, that is, a house or apartment which an individual owns and occupies as his or her 
only or main residence. 

21/07/2020WRP04200Defective Building Materials

21/07/2020WRP04300305. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the efforts being made to assist home owners with the 10% cost of making their 
homes safe and the relocation and with storage costs during refurbishment and reconstruction 
under the defective concrete blocks scheme being administered by Donegal and Mayo county 
councils. [16914/20]

21/07/2020WRP04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Defective Concrete Blocks Grants scheme is targeted at assisting a restricted group of 
homeowners who have no other practicable options to access redress. It is not a compensation 
scheme and the regulations apply only in respect of qualifying works that have not commenced 
prior to confirmation of grant approval being issued in respect of a dwelling by the relevant lo-
cal authority. 

Homeowners cannot seek the recoupment of costs relating to temporary accommodation, 
service connections or utilities. However, temporary removal and storage of furniture and con-
tents will be an allowable cost. 

21/07/2020WRP04500Defective Building Materials

21/07/2020WRP04600306. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government the financial supports that will be made available to Donegal County Council 
to assist with making the hundreds of homes in its housing stock affected by mica defective 
blocks safe in view of the fact that the defective concrete blocks scheme being administered by 
Donegal County Council does not apply to public housing [16915/20]

21/07/2020WRP04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Defective Concrete Blocks Grant scheme applies to private dwellings in Donegal and 
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Mayo that have been damaged due to defective concrete blocks. In respect of local authority 
housing stock, Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966 provides that management and maintenance 
is a matter for each individual local authority. This includes maintenance programmes and car-
rying out of responsive repairs and pre-letting repairs.

My Department provides support to local authorities in terms of various targeted stock 
upgrade programmes,  large-scale urban regeneration programmes, support for the return of 
vacant units to productive use, the Energy Retrofitting Programme and adaptations and exten-
sions for people with disability in social housing. 

In the context of defective concrete blocks within the social housing stock in Donegal, my 
Department is currently in communication with Donegal County Council regarding the extent 
of the issues and potential solutions. 

I intend to meet with the Chief Executive of Donegal County Council and his officials in 
early August and I will discuss the matter then also.

21/07/2020WRP04800Rental Sector

21/07/2020WRP04900307. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce leases of indefinite duration for the private rented sector including 
the removal of section 34(b) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004. [16996/20]

21/07/2020WRP05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2019 provide that where a tenant has been in occupation 
of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no valid notice of termination having 
been served during that time, a ‘Part 4 tenancy’ is established to cover the next 5 years and 6 
months. 

Section 34 of the 2004 Act provides that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in 
any tenancy termination notice served, in accordance with the grounds for terminations set out 
in the table to that section.  A Part 4 tenancy may be terminated by a landlord or tenant, without 
reason, at the end of its term. 

A number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improv-
ing security of tenure for tenants.  The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential 
Tenancies Act 2016 extended the term of Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years, for tenancies com-
mencing on or after 24 December 2016 as part of a transition to tenancies of indefinite duration.  

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 enhances further the security of tenure 
for tenants by significantly extending the duration of tenancy termination notice periods; for 
example, a minimum of 180 days (approx. 6 months) notice must be provided by landlords who 
terminate a tenancy of between 3 and 7 years’ duration. In addition, further measures have been 
introduced to enhance and enforce tenancy termination provisions, including the application of 
the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB)’s new investigation and sanctioning regime to improper 
conduct by a landlord who contravenes the tenancy termination provisions.

The Programme for Government - ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to improve the security 
of tenure for tenants, through legislating for tenancies of indefinite duration, increasing RTB 
enforcement and examining incentives for long-term leasing. 

21/07/2020WRP05100Planning Issues
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21/07/2020WRP05200308. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of his commitment to review the co-living planning regulations. [16997/20]

21/07/2020WRP05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The new Programme for Government, identifies the need to avoid over-concentration of par-
ticular housing types in areas, by requiring local authorities to complete housing need and de-
mand assessments to inform delivery of an appropriate mix of housing typologies to cater for 
the needs of disparate household types and sizes.  

As I have indicated publically, I intend to review the Sustainable Urban Housing Guidance 
with regard to co-living.

21/07/2020WRP05400Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund

21/07/2020WRP05500309. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to tackle the underspend and time lags for the delivery of residential units under 
the local infrastructure housing activation fund.  [16998/20]

21/07/2020WRP05600327. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on the local infrastructure housing activation fund; if the fund has met its 
targets since it was launched; if the fund has failed to meet its targets or objectives, the reason 
therefor; the changes he will make to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17150/20]

21/07/2020WRP05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 309 and 327 together.

As one initiative of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) was primarily designed to fund the 
provision of public off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages and enable 
housing developments to be built on key sites at scale.

LIHAF projects involve complex, large scale public infrastructure developments which pave 
the way for associated housing development.  This requires extensive design, planning, public 
consultation and procurement processes in advance of the projects moving to construction. 

In 2018, 30 projects received final LIHAF approval with an overall budget of €195.7m, of 
which €146.8m will be Exchequer funded, with the remainder funded via local authorities.  Of 
the 30 projects, Kildare County Council has confirmed that its project on the Naas Inner Relief 
Road will not now progress, although an element of the housing that was associated with the 
project has taken place.

Details of the approvals by local authority area, budget allocation, project description and 
projected housing delivery are available at www.rebuildingireland.ie/LIHAF.

Currently, 3 LIHAF projects have completed infrastructure construction. Of the remaining 
26, up to the end of June 2020 (and excluding the Naas project), 14 projects have been approved 
to go to, or are already at, infrastructure construction stage and one is expected to have tender 
approval and go to construction before the end of Q4 2020.  Local authorities have indicated 
that work is progressing on the remaining projects.  My Department continues to support local 
authorities to progress projects to conclusion.  
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21/07/2020WRQ00200Housing Assistance Payment

21/07/2020WRQ00300310. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to amend the housing assistance payment legislation in order that HAP is trans-
formed into a short-term housing support as opposed to under the current legislation in which a 
recipient’s social housing needs being deemed as met. [16999/20]

21/07/2020WRQ00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government contains a number of commitments in terms of HAP, namely 
to:

- ensure that Rent Supplement and Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) levels are adequate 
to support vulnerable households, while we increase the supply of social housing, and, 

- reduce our reliance on the use of HAP for new social housing solutions, as the supply of 
social and public housing increases. 

I will consider the current operation of HAP, in the broader context of social housing deliv-
ery, to ensure that these commitments are met.

21/07/2020WRQ00500Rental Sector

21/07/2020WRQ00600311. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which he plans to strengthen the short-term letting regulations [17000/20]

21/07/2020WRQ00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Legislative changes (the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 
2) Regulations 2019) were introduced last year in relation to the regulation of short-term let-
ting sector through the planning code to help address its impact on the supply of private rented 
accommodation, particularly in urban centres of high housing demand i.e. rent pressure zones 
(RPZs). The planning system facilitates the regulation of such short-term letting uses undertak-
en by the individual carrying out the activity, i.e. the owner/occupier of the house or apartment, 
rather than the online platforms. 

Under this Short-Term Letting legislation applicable in RPZs:

- Short term letting is defined as the letting of a house or apartment, or part of a house or 
apartment, for any period not exceeding 14 days.

- Homesharing (the letting of a room or rooms in a person’s principal private residence) 
continues to be permissible on an unrestricted basis and is exempted from the new planning 
requirements.

- Homesharers are allowed to sub-let their entire principle private residence (house or apart-
ment) on a short term basis for a cumulative period of 90 days where they are temporarily 
absent from their home.

- Where the 90 day threshold is exceeded, change of use planning permission is required.

If a person homeshares their principal private residence in a RPZ and wishes to avail of the 
new planning exemptions, they need to register this with their local planning authority and fulfil 
specified reporting obligations.

However, where a person owns a property in a RPZ which is not their principal private resi-
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dence and intends to let it for short term letting purposes, s/he is required to apply for a change 
of use planning permission unless the property already has a specific planning permission to be 
used for tourism or short-term letting purposes.

Under Budget 2020, €2.5m was made available to support planning authorities in the imple-
mentation and enforcement of the short-term letting legislation. My Department has been in 
contact with each of the relevant local authorities in which RPZs are located throughout the 
year, and has requested regular updates on the enforcement and implementation of the Short 
Term Letting (STL) Regulations. Notwithstanding the impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on the workforce and workload of local authorities over recent months, as well as on 
the short-term letting market itself, this enforcement and implementation has continued to the 
extent possible.

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future includes the specific action to strength-
en the regulatory and enforcement mechanisms with regard to short-term lettings, and the ap-
proach in this regard will be considered over the coming months.

21/07/2020WRQ00800Local Authority Expenditure

21/07/2020WRQ00900312. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the timeline for the lifting of the spending cap on local authorities from €2 million; and 
his views on whether by implementing a one stage process that too much additional risk will be 
placed on local authorities. [17001/20]

21/07/2020WRQ01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The current single stage process operates for social housing projects encompassing 8 units or 
less and valued at less than €2m. It was reviewed in 2017 to allow, in certain circumstances, for 
a second application for a limited budget revision. 

Social housing projects funded by my Department, like all publicly-funded construction 
projects, must comply with the Government’s Public Spending Code and Capital Works Man-
agement Framework (CWMF), the objectives of which are to ensure greater cost certainty, bet-
ter value for money and financial accountability. 

My Department is working on this commitment from the Programme of Government and 
proposals will be developed in collaboration with local authorities to ensure they are workable 
and support accelerated delivery of social housing construction projects. 

21/07/2020WRQ01100Mortgage Resolution Processes

21/07/2020WRQ01200313. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the changes he is making to the mortgage to rent scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17002/20]

21/07/2020WRQ01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 is targeted at those households in 
mortgage arrears who have had their mortgage position deemed unsustainable by their lender 
under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), who agree to the voluntary surrender 
of their home and who have very limited options, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs 
themselves.  In addition, the household must be deemed eligible for social housing support.  
From the scheme’s introduction in 2012 to the end of June 2020, 691 families have remained 
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in their homes under the scheme and at the end of June 2020 1,342 applications were actively 
being progressed.  

A review of the MTR scheme undertaken in 2017 introduced a range of amendments to the 
eligibility criteria and administration of the Scheme in order to improve its operation.  Increas-
ing awareness and understanding of the scheme has been a priority and a new website, www.
mortgagetorent.ie, dedicated to guiding and advising borrowers was developed.  In addition, 
new structures and arrangements were put in place to encourage a greater number of entities to 
take part in the scheme.

The implementation of the recommendations of the Review means that MTR is available 
to provide a long-term solution for more households in mortgage distress, where appropriate. 
Building on that work, and in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government, I 
am considering how the scheme could be further improved to meet the needs of more borrowers 
who require long-term support with their housing needs. 

21/07/2020WRQ01400Planning Issues

21/07/2020WRQ01500314. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the changes he plans to make to modernise the planning system as stated in an interview 
(details supplied). [17003/20]

21/07/2020WRQ01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
As outlined in this interview, I would like to see progress on many fronts during my tenure as 
Minister, including, in addition to housing, modernising the planning system. 

This is in line with the commitments in the Programme for Government.  The Programme 
for Government to a range of measures in relation to ‘Planning and Reform’, including:-

- Introduce a ‘use it or lose it’ condition for all planning applications of ten units or more;

- Review and reform the judicial review process so that such reforms come into effect upon 
the establishment of the Environmental and Planning Law Court, while always adhering to our 
EU law obligations under the Aarhus Convention;

- Examine the creation of an independent Building Standards Regulator to oversee building 
control nationwide and to act as custodian of the Building Control Management System, includ-
ing the re-establishment of the Building Regulatory Advisory Body;

- Introduce a new scheme to expand and build on the Living Cities Initiative to encourage 
infill Development;

- Review how community gain can be captured through a review of the development levy 
process, rezoning system and planning permission conditions.

- Ensure that the Planning Regulator is adequately resourced and proactively engages with 
all stakeholders in the planning system, including informing and assisting the general public in 
inputting into local and regional development plans;

- Work to ensure our ageing population has a range of options for living independently and 
alternatives to long-term residential care to support ageing in place in line with the policy state-
ment ‘Housing Options for Our Ageing Population’;

- Avoid over-concentration of particular housing types in areas by requiring local authorities 
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to complete Housing Need and Demand Assessments to inform delivery of an appropriate mix 
of housing typologies to cater for the needs of disparate household types and sizes;

- Reform and consolidate Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) laws;

- Strengthen enforcement of the Vacant Site Levy and the keep the legislation under review;

- Not extend Strategic Housing Developments beyond their legislative expiry in eighteen 
months’ time;

- Examine ways to ensure unused or underused building stock in cities and other urban 
centres can be made available for upgraded and sustainable housing and further develop ‘Live 
Above the Shop’ measures.

In addition to the above, the Programme for Government also commits to establishing a 
Commission on Housing to examine issues such as tenure, standards, sustainability, and quality 
of life issues.

21/07/2020WRQ01700Planning Issues

21/07/2020WRQ01800315. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the terms of reference for the review of the housing density rule as stated in an interview 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17004/20]

21/07/2020WRQ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - our shared future, commits to ensuring that policy and plan-
ning across Government in relation to the future provision of services and infrastructure will be 
fully aligned with the National Planning Framework (NPF) to ensure balanced and sustainable 
development in Ireland over the next 20 years.  A vibrant, inclusive and thriving Ireland requires 
actions to revitalise our towns and villages, and ensure the development of our regional cities.  

Against this backdrop, and to support the implementation of the NPF objective to encourage 
compact growth and quality urban environments, there is merit in reviewing aspects of the 2009 
Ministerial Guidelines on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, that may be 
issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act.  This would be an opportunity 
to provide updated guidance on housing density for a broader range of settlement types and 
contexts.  I am considering in this context the development of  ‘sustainable settlement guid-
ance’ and consideration will be given to the terms of reference and timelines for this review in 
the coming months.

21/07/2020WRQ02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRQ02100316. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties facing local leisure centres in reopening 
(details supplied); if the stimulus promised will take deficits of the year to date into account; 
and if extra funding will be provided to ensure leisure centres remain open post-Covid-19. 
[17005/20]

21/07/2020WRQ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have no direct role in this matter.

Responsibility for sports and leisure facilites at a local level rests with the local authorities 
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and at national level, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport has overall policy responsi-
bility for such facilities. Local authorities derive their income from a variety of sources includ-
ing commercial rates, charges for goods and services and funding from Central Government. 
Central Government funding of Local authorities includes transfers, both current and capital, 
from a range of Departments and Offices for a variety of purposes. In relation to the provision of 
leisure centres in their areas, local authorities may seek such central Government funding from 
the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport.

It is recognised that additional costs are being incurred by local authorities in relation to 
Covid-19. Local authorities have been advised to capture all related costs in their financial sys-
tems to aid future financial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. 
In order to support the sector generally, I will ensure my Department continues to keep local 
authority income, expenditure and cash flow under review and will continue to work with all 
local authorities, both collectively and individually, on issues arising.

21/07/2020WRQ02300Vacant Sites

21/07/2020WRQ02400317. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount generated from the vacant site levy for each county for each year since its 
implementation; the percentage of registered land that has paid the levy; the percentage kept by 
each county council for local expenditure, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17038/20]

21/07/2020WRQ02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, plan-
ning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of the market valuation of 
relevant properties which were listed on local authority vacant site registers in 2018, which 
relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019. The rate of the levy increased to 7% for 
sites listed on local authority vacant sites register from 2019 onwards which site owners became 
liable to pay in January 2020.

My Department proactively engages with local authorities with a view to ensuring that the 
vacant site levy achieves its full potential in terms of bringing concerned sites into productive 
use. In this regard, the Department issued Circular Letter PL 08/2020 on 9 June 2020 request-
ing the submission of a further progress report on the implementation of the levy by each local 
authority.

The Department received a return from each of the 31 local authorities which indicated that 
as of 31 May 2020 there were 352 sites listed on local authority registers. 

The specific information requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department. How-
ever, the progress reports noted the following:

2018

- 89 sites valued at €139.9m were liable to the levy at a rate of 3% (€4.2m) in 2019;

- 89 demand letters in respect of sites valued at €4.2m issued in  2019/2020 in respect of 
2018; 

- €882k in levy payments were received in respect of 2018; 

- Payments of €1.4m are outstanding in respect of 2018*.
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*It should be noted that some sites were cancelled following the issuing of a demand for 
payment due to appeal or commencement of development etc. As a result, the amount collected 
plus the amount outstanding does not equal the value of the demands issued.

2019

- 211 sites valued at €2,373m are liable to the levy at a rate of 7% (€16.6m) in 2020; 

- 94 demand letters in respect of sites valued at €12.2m issued in 2020 in respect of 2019;  

- €245k in levy payments were received in respect of  2019; 

- Payments of €14.8m are outstanding in respect of 2019*.

* Some local authorities noted delays in issuing demands for payments in 2020 due to CO-
VID-19. As a result, the payments outstanding is currently greater than the demands issued.

The below table sets out the information available in relation to the specific request:

Planning Au-
thority

3% Levy Liabil-
ity 2019

€ payments col-
lected 2019

7% Levy Liabil-
ity 2020

€ payments col-
lected 2020

Carlow 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cavan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Clare 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cork County* 380,910.00 0.00 573,790.00 0.00
Cork City 0.00 0.00 1,120,875.00 0.00
Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown

0.00 0.00 2,264,500.00 0.00

Donegal 14,611.95 0.00 34,094.55 0.00
Dublin City 2,935,650.00 640,950.00 6,138,300.00 227,500.00
Fingal 14,400.00 0.00 94,080.00 0.00
Galway City 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Galway County 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Kerry 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Kildare 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Kilkenny 151,800.00 72,900.00 934,850.00 0.00
Laois 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Leitrim 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Limerick 0.00 0.00 935,200.00 0.00
Longford 2,250.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Louth 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mayo 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Meath 0.00 0.00 730,450.00 0.00
Monaghan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Offaly 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Roscommon 0.00 0.00 227,500.00 17,500.00
Sligo 0.00 0.00 1,596,350.00 0.00
South Dublin 132,600.00 0.00 712,250.00 0.00
Tipperary 0.00 0.00 72,893.31 0.00
Waterford 255,365.58 3,645.00 595,853.02 0.00
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Planning Au-
thority

3% Levy Liabil-
ity 2019

€ payments col-
lected 2019

7% Levy Liabil-
ity 2020

€ payments col-
lected 2020

Westmeath 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wexford 12,000.00 0.00 28,000.00 0.00
Wicklow 300,000.00 165,000.00 555,450.00 0.00
Total 4,199,587.53 882,495.00 16,614,435.88 245,000.00
 * Following the issuing of demands, 5 sites with a levy liability of €87,960 were transferred 

from Cork County Council to Cork City Council as part of the Boundary re-alignment. 

All levies due on an individual site will remain a charge on the land concerned until all 
outstanding levies due are paid. Accordingly, under the vacant site levy provisions, there will 
be a cumulative effect associated with not activating a site for development purposes for each 
year that a site remains vacant or idle and in respect of which levy liability is not paid. Local 
authorities are currently in the process of implementing debt recovery procedures to recoup ar-
rears due.

The levy is not intended to be a revenue generating measure with the proceeds accruing to 
the relevant local authority rather than the Exchequer.  The levy proceeds generated are spe-
cifically intended to be used by local authorities for the provision of housing and regeneration 
development in the local area in which vacant sites are located.  No more than 10% of the levy 
monies received by planning authorities may be used on their administration costs in collecting 
the levy.  

The progress reports received from planning authorities in response to Circular PL 08/2020 
are currently being examined in greater detail by my Department to consider, amongst other 
things, what further implementation supports may be required. My Department will continue 
to engage proactively with local authorities to ensure that all vacant site levies due are paid and 
that the measure can achieve its full potential.

21/07/2020WRQ02600Regional Development

21/07/2020WRQ02700318. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which regional development plans must have regard to other national 
policies including the NTA transport strategy; the extent to which the NTA must have regard to 
the Regional Development Strategy; the policy hierarchy with regard to national development 
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17039/20]

21/07/2020WRQ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
order to ensure coherence across the broad range of national policies generally, Section 23(7)(a) 
and (c) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), states that Regional Spatial 
and Economic Strategies (RSESs) “shall take account of” any relevant policies or objectives 
for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government, including any na-
tional plans, policies or strategies” and that the “regional assemblies in respect of the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) shall ensure that the strategy is consistent with the transport strategy of the 
National Transport Authority (NTA)”.

In the transport area, Section 12 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 requires the 
preparation and adoption of a statutory transport strategy for the Greater Dublin Area.  The 
making of a transport strategy for the region is a core function of the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA).  In making that transport strategy, the NTA is required, in accordance with Section 
12(6) of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, to “ensure that the transport strategy is 
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consistent with” the relevant land use strategy for the region. 

Through the inter-dependent approach set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended) and the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, legislative provision is made for 
land use planning and transport planning to operate in an integrated and coordinated basis.

21/07/2020WRQ02900Regional Assemblies

21/07/2020WRQ03000319. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the criteria used by the regional assemblies to determine core growth towns and vil-
lages in each county cited in the development of county development plans; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [17040/20]

21/07/2020WRQ03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) identified the five cities and five other large towns in 
Ireland as regional/cross-border drivers, in order to ensure that each Regional Assembly area 
could further develop the overall NPF framework on a regional basis, by identifying a more 
detailed growth strategy for each region to be determined taking into account regional condi-
tions.  Within this context, the three Regional Assemblies, had significant scope to determine 
their own settlement strategies, further to the NPF

For example, Chapter 3 (pages 28-41) of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 
(RSES) for the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) area, sets out a very clear 
and detailed growth strategy for the EMRA region.  Table 3.1 of the EMRA RSES in particular, 
identifies a series of ‘asset-based’ criteria, on which the overall EMRA RSES settlement strat-
egy is based. 

In the same way as the NPF enabled greater detail to be determined at Regional Assembly 
level, the RSESs don’t address every settlement in each Region and enables each County to 
determine their own settlement strategy within the parameters of the RSES, through the County 
Development Plan process.

Further to finalisation of the three RSESs by January 2020, all city and county development 
plans must be reviewed or varied, to ensure consistency with both the NPF, and the relevant 
RSES.  This process is underway and will continue into 2021, overseen by the independent Of-
fice of the Planning Regulator. When complete, this will be the first time that there has been an 
integrated hierarchy of statutory spatial plans, supported by the national public capital invest-
ment programme, to shape the future pattern and form of development in Ireland.

21/07/2020WRQ03200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRQ03300320. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extra supports that will be provided to local authority leisure centres to allow them 
to reopen and operate fully without being at a financial loss as a result of the extra requirements 
placed on them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17059/20]

21/07/2020WRQ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have no function in this matter. Funding and policy responsibility at a local level rests with the 
local authorities and at national level with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport. Local 
authorities derive their income from a variety of sources including commercial rates, charges 
for goods and services and funding from Central Government. Central Government funding of 
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local authorities includes transfers, both current and capital, from a range of Departments and 
Offices for a variety of purposes. In relation to the provision of leisure centres in their areas, 
local authorities would ordinarily seek such central Government funding from the Department 
of Transport Tourism and Sport, as my Department has no direct role in that policy function.

I intend to continue to support measures taken by my Department to assist local authorities 
with the financial challenges they are experiencing since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. As a short term measure €136m was made available to local authorities as cash flow 
support in early April, in order to ensure that vital services that local authorities deliver can be 
maintained.  This support was comprised of the early payment of the LPT allocation ordinarily 
paid from the Local Government Fund in May and July. Further to these measures, my Depart-
ment arranged for the payment of 50% of each local authority’s individual Payroll and PSPR 
allocation, amounting to €54.8m, in mid-June. This interim payment would ordinarily be paid 
later in July.

On 2 May 2020, a waiver of commercial rates was announced for businesses that were 
forced to close due to public health requirements, from 27 March 2020, for a three-month pe-
riod. This issue is under active consideration in the context of the July stimulus.

It is recognised that additional costs are being incurred by local authorities in relation to 
Covid-19. Local authorities have been advised to capture all related costs in their financial sys-
tems to aid future financial analysis of the impact of Covid-19 on the local government sector. 
In order to support the sector generally, I will ensure my Department continues to keep local 
authority income, expenditure and cash flow under review and will continue to work with all 
local authorities, both collectively and individually, on issues arising.

21/07/2020WRQ03500Commercial Rates

21/07/2020WRQ03600321. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the details of the implementation of the commercial rates waiver have been finalised 
and issued to local authorities; the reason for the delay in finalising the scheme; the funding that 
has been provided to local authorities to offset the financial losses as a result of the waiver; if the 
waiver will be extended beyond three months particularly for businesses that remain closed and 
have suffered huge financial losses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17060/20]

21/07/2020WRQ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future, commits to reviewing the treatment of 
commercial rates for the remainder of the year, as a priority action. This process is underway 
in my Department in the context of the forthcoming July stimulus. The previously announced 
waiver forms part of this consideration, with a view to a single communication with local au-
thorities and ratepayers in the near future.

21/07/2020WRQ03800Local Authority Housing

21/07/2020WRQ03900322. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons over 65 years of age who are on the housing list in County Long-
ford. [17068/20]

21/07/2020WRQ04000323. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons over 65 years of age who are on the housing list in County West-
meath. [17069/20]
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21/07/2020WRQ04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 322 and 323 together.

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local au-
thority area are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).  The 
most recent summary, conducted in June 2019, shows that 68,693 households were assessed as 
qualified for and being in need of social housing support. This represents a decrease of 3,165 
households or 4.4% on the last assessment in June 2018.  Since 2016, the numbers have de-
creased from 91,600 to 68,693, a reduction of 25%.  The 2019 summary includes breakdowns 
by each local authority across a range of categories for each local authority and can be found on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

Report 2019 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2019_
dec_2019_web_1.pdf

Tables 2.1 and A1.1 include details on age profile. It should be noted that the relevant age 
groupings contained in the report refer to 60-69 years old and 70 years old or more, therefore it 
is not possible to provide information of the exact type as requested by the Deputy.  However, 
under the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended, a local authority must 
classify any specific accommodation requirements a household may have such as a requirement 
for housing specifically adapted for the needs of persons aged 65 years or more. Information in 
this regard is detailed in tables 2.6 and A1.6 of the report.

21/07/2020WRQ04300Housing Assistance Payment

21/07/2020WRQ04400324. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons over 65 years of age who are availing of HAP in County Longford. 
[17070/20]

21/07/2020WRQ04500325. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons over 65 years of age who are availing of HAP in County West-
meath. [17071/20]

21/07/2020WRQ04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 324 and 325 together.

The table below provides details of the number of active HAP tenancies in Longford and 
Westmeath at the end of Q4 2019 and details of those households receiving HAP where the 
main applicant is over 65 years of age.  

Local Authority   Active HAP tenancies at end 
2019   

Persons above 65 years of 
age that are availing of HAP 
at end 2019

Longford County Council 330  24
Westmeath County Council 901  61 

21/07/2020WRQ04800Local Authority Housing

21/07/2020WRQ04900326. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing bungalows with three bedrooms or more, built or made 
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available to families with a member who has a disability on a local authority basis between 1 
January 2016 and 1 June 2020, inclusive in tabular form. [17109/20]

21/07/2020WRQ05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to law, a local author-
ity is independent in the performance of its functions of which the provision and allocation of 
social housing support is one.   My Department does not collect data from local authorities on 
their allocations to individual categories of applicant.  

The housing needs of people with disabilities are addressed in the National Housing Strat-
egy for People with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011-2016 which was affirmed in Rebuilding Ire-
land and extended to 2020 to continue to deliver on its aims.  In accordance with the vision and 
strategic aims of the NHSPWD to achieve a coordinated and integrated approach to meeting the 
housing needs of people with a disability at local level, Housing and Disability Steering Groups 
(HDSGs) have been established in all local authority areas.  These are chaired by the Directors 
of Housing with membership including the HSE and disability representatives.  

Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/County area, to develop 
specific local strategies to meet the identified and emerging housing needs of people with dis-
abilities in their areas with a view to developing annual targets for the delivery of housing to 
people with a disability on their housing waiting lists.  All Plans are now operational in each 
local authority and, along with the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA), 
are key to enabling local authorities to plan more strategically for the housing needs of people 
with a disability, and, to support the delivery of accommodation using all appropriate housing 
mechanisms including the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) and the Housing Assistance Pay-
ment (HAP).

My Department also provides funding to local authorities for adaptations and extensions 
to the existing social housing stock to meet the needs of older local authority tenants and peo-
ple with a disability under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) scheme. Allocations under this 
scheme are being considered by my Department and the funding will be some €15m this year 
which is similar to the sum available to local authorities in 2019.  

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that there is an appropriate mix of 
housing design types provided, including universally designed units, accommodation for older 
people and people with disabilities.  The commitments for people with a disability in the Pro-
gramme for Government will be examined in a review of the National Housing Strategy for 
People with a Disability (NHSPWD) which is due to commence in 2020 with a view to putting 
a new Strategy in place in 2021. 

  Question No. 327 answered with Question No. 309.

21/07/2020WRQ05200Housing Policy

21/07/2020WRQ05300328. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the reason Ireland has not committed in full to article 31 of the European Social Char-
ter; the steps he is taking to ensure that full commitment is given to the article; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17151/20]

21/07/2020WRQ05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
note that the Deputy raised this matter recently during a debate in the Dáil. 

Ireland ratified the Revised European Social Charter on 4 November 2000. At that time, 
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Ireland accepted 92 of the 98 paragraphs of the Revised Charter.  Three of those paragraphs not 
accepted by Ireland make up Article 31, which relates to the right to housing.

The issue of the right to housing was debated in Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann in Sep-
tember 2017.  Arising from this, a motion to refer the Eighth Report of the Convention on 
the Constitution, which dealt with economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to 
housing, to the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and Taoiseach 
was passed by the Dáil on 28 September 2017 and by the Seanad on 11 October 2017.  The 
Oireachtas Committee engagement did not take place before the dissolution of the Committee. 

The commitments in relation to Constitutional reform in the Programme for Government 
provide for the holding of a referendum on housing.  The matter of ratifying Article 31 of the 
Revised European Social Charter may fall to be considered further in light of the outcome of 
that referendum.

21/07/2020WRQ05500Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRQ05600329. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the percentage of new social houses built during this term that will meet the universal 
design standards; if he will instruct local authorities to build more family size social houses that 
meet the needs of families in which multiple members have disabilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17154/20]

21/07/2020WRQ05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): So-
cial housing is built to the design standards set out in the guidelines ‘Quality Housing for Sustain-
able Communities’ which are available at https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrat-
ed-files/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad%2C1979%2Cen.
pdf. 

In preparing the Guidelines, particular account was taken of the objectives of government 
policy on sustainability, including access for people with disabilities and meeting varied needs 
of occupants through their lifetime. The design approach to social housing seeks to eliminate 
barriers to accessibility for all users - particularly older people and those with mobility impair-
ment or other disability. Where units are being designed for those with disabilities, the Guide-
lines refer to the National Disability Authority publication ‘Building for Everyone: Inclusion, 
Access and Use’. More recently, the Housing Agency published a Roadmap titled ‘Designing 
Housing to Meet the Needs of All’ which has specific regard to the principles of universal de-
sign. 

https://www.housingagency.ie/sites/default/files/2019-07/Designing-Housing-to-meet-the-
needs-of-all.pdf

The housing needs of people with disabilities are addressed in the National Housing Strat-
egy for People with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2011-2016, which was affirmed in Rebuilding Ire-
land and extended to 2020 to continue to deliver on its aims.  In accordance with the vision and 
strategic aims of the NHSPWD to achieve a coordinated and integrated approach to meeting the 
housing needs of people with a disability at local level, Housing and Disability Steering Groups 
(HDSGs) have been established in all local authority areas.  These are chaired by the Directors 
of Housing with membership including the HSE and disability representatives.  

Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/County area, to develop 
specific local strategies to meet the identified and emerging housing needs of people with dis-
abilities in their areas with a view to developing annual targets for the delivery of housing to 
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people with a disability on their housing waiting lists.  The HDSG in each local authority is also 
responsible for identifying the specific needs of households with one or multiple members with 
special needs, in order to prioritise support for these families by the delivery of accommodation 
appropriately designed to meet the specific needs of the household members, using all appro-
priate housing mechanisms including the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) and the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP).

My Department also provides funding to local authorities for adaptations and extensions 
to the existing social housing stock to meet the needs of older local authority tenants and peo-
ple with a disability under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) scheme. Allocations under this 
scheme are being considered by my Department and the funding will be some €15m this year 
which is similar to the sum available to local authorities in 2019.  

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that there is an appropriate mix of 
housing design types provided, including universally designed units, and accommodation for 
older people and people with disabilities.  

The policy paper Housing Options for Our Ageing Population, launched jointly by my De-
partment and the Department of Health in 2019, contained an action item to “In partnership 
with industry, introduce measures to ensure that over a five year period delivery is increased 
to ensure that 30% of all new dwellings are built to incorporate universal design principles to 
accommodate our ageing population.” Appropriate measures to deliver on this commitment are 
currently being formulated by my Department.

Under Action 97 of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the National Disability Agen-
cy is tasked with preparing policy advice on ways of achieving universal design solutions for 
new housing so that new homes can be accessed and used by all persons, irrespective of size, 
age, ability or disability. Once that advice and costings are available, it will be considered 
alongside the other housing related commitments for people with a disability in the Programme 
for Government, and will be examined in a review of the National Housing Strategy for People 
with a Disability (NHSPWD) which will commence in 2020, with a view to putting a new 
Strategy in place in 2021. 

21/07/2020WRR00200Social and Affordable Housing

21/07/2020WRR00300330. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average construction and all-in development costs for one, two, three and four bed-
room social houses and one, two and three bedroom social housing apartments delivered under 
the SHIP in the past 12 months as distinct from the Departmental expenditure ceilings for such 
units which was provided in an earlier reply, in tabular form. [17233/20]

21/07/2020WRR00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Question number 427 of 14 July 2020, provided the ranges of Unit Cost Ceilings (UCCs) as is-
sued to each local authority as a benchmark for the development and costing of new build social 
housing. These UCCs were based on returned data from tendered social housing schemes over 
an extended period, updated from published tender index information, with the most recent set 
of UCCs being produced in Q1 2019.

It was intended that updated UCCs would issue to local authorities at the end of Q1 2020, 
however, the impact of Covid-19 on construction activity meant that this updating was deferred 
until such a time as sufficient market data is available and the impact on construction tender 
prices is clearer. The tables below therefore outline the Q1 2019 average UCC values for houses 
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and apartments across all local authority areas.

Houses 1 bed 2 bed(1 sto-
rey)

2 bed(2 sto-
rey) 

3 bed 4 bed 

Construction €155,818 €165,132 €174,206 €184,685 €199,491 
All-in-Cost €201,359 €212,624 €222,582 €234,571 €252,047 

Apartments 1 bed 2 bed 3 bed
Construction €174,159 €189,112 €209,482
All-in-Cost €225,082 €243,476 €267,629
Construction cost as shown, is reflective of building costs (including VAT) and also includes 

normal site works and site development. ‘All-in Cost’ includes cost of construction, land cost, 
professional fees, utility connections, site investigations/surveys, VAT and contribution to pub-
lic art.  Abnormal costs are excluded from these figures.

21/07/2020WRR00500Fire Service

21/07/2020WRR00600331. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to a report that was arried out by Wicklow County Council in 
2014 on the provision of a full-time fire service for Bray and north County Wicklow; if the 
funding will be provided the for the establishment of a full-time fire service in north County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17302/20]

21/07/2020WRR00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department, primarily through the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency 
Management (NDFEM) supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, providing 
a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects. 

Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. At the moment there are 31 fire authorities which 
provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service delivery 
structures. Local authority fire services are delivered by approximately 3,300 local authority 
staff engaged at 218 fire stations nationwide.

A review of fire services in Ireland resulted in the publication of “Keeping Communities 
Safe - A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland” (KCS) in 2013. This report was the outcome of 
a wide-ranging review of fire services in Ireland which was undertaken in 2011/2012, and was 
endorsed as national policy in early 2013. It is available on my Department’s website at the 
following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Community/
FireandEmergencyServices/FileDownLoad%2C32381%2Cen.pdf.

The KCS policy document set out the overall approach, the methods and the techniques 
to achieve the objective of keeping communities safe from fire. For the first time, it set out 
national norms, standards and targets against which local authorities can benchmark their fire 
services. It concluded that local authorities were best positioned to continue to provide fire 
services in Ireland.
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Over the course of 2014/2015, an External Validation Group (EVG) commissioned by the 
Management Board of the NDFEM, visited every fire service in the country as part of a new ex-
ternal validation process arising from implementation of KCS. In April 2016, the Management 
Board published the first EVG Report titled “Local Delivery - National Consistency”. 

In the case of Bray, Co. Wicklow, the report referred to by the Deputy was reviewed as part 
of the EVG process, and the findings of that process are available on my Department’s website 
at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/local-government/fire-and-emergency-management/fire-servic-
es-ireland-local-delivery-national.

It concluded that based on the Area Categorisation for Bray a retained fire service was suf-
ficient at that time. I understand that there has been no significant change in the intervening 
period.

21/07/2020WRR00800Fire Service

21/07/2020WRR00900332. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the breakdown of the establishment of retained firefighters in each fire authority and each fire 
station; the manning levels in each authority and station; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17303/20]

21/07/2020WRR01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. At the moment there are 31 fire authorities which 
provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service delivery 
structures. Local authority fire services are delivered by approximately 3,300 local authority 
staff engaged at 218 fire stations nationwide, with 16 of these stations being full-time stations, 
a further 4 are mixed full-time and retained, and 198 retained stations.

My Department does not routinely collect the data in the format requested by the Deputy. 
However, as part of on a broader review exercise currently in progress a breakdown, based on 
data supplied by local authorities, of the number of firefighters in each fire authority as at July 
2020 is set out in the table below.

Fire service Total no. of operational staff in stations
Carlow 45
Cavan 86
Clare 75
Cork City 152
Cork County 204
Donegal 154
Dublin 963
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Fire service Total no. of operational staff in stations
Galway 138
Kerry 104
Kildare 60
Kilkenny 68
Laois 72
Leitrim 37
Limerick City & County 140
Longford 46
Louth 100
Mayo 112
Meath 72
Monaghan 51
Offaly 53
Roscommon 44
Sligo 43
Tipperary 127
Waterford 124
Westmeath 49
Wexford 64
Wicklow 87

3270 

21/07/2020WRR01100Fire Service

21/07/2020WRR01200333. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will consider commissioning a medal for bravery to be issued to members of the fire ser-
vice similar to the Scott Medal which is issued to members of An Garda Síochána for acts of 
bravery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17304/20]

21/07/2020WRR01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Persons from all strands of society, including staff of local authority fire services, are eligible 
to be nominated for an award under the National Bravery Awards. Under this scheme, Deeds 
of Bravery Awards are given to people who have saved a human life involving personal risk to 
themselves. 

Comhairle na Míre Gaile - the Council for the Recognition of Deeds of Bravery - is under 
the remit of the Minister for Justice and Equality, and it meets on an annual basis to consider 
and decide on the awards to be made.  The scheme has been in operation since 1947, and awards 
are presented in four categories – gold, silver, bronze and a certificate of recognition.  Further 
information relating to the Bravery Awards may be found at: www.bravery.ie. I understand that 
a number of members of the fire service from all over the country have been recognised under 
the Scheme for their courageous acts.

I wish to take this opportunity to place on record my appreciation of the vital contribution 
made to our society by the men and women of the local authority fire services. Fire services are 
trained to operate as teams, to evaluate each emergency situation and to undertake appropriate 
risk assessments to ensure the safety of the public they serve as well as their colleagues and 
themselves. Given the focus on teamwork and risk assessment, I have no current plans to intro-
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duce a separate bravery awards scheme for individual members of local authority fire services 
staff, however, I am open to consulting and seeking the views of fire service representatives on 
the matter.

In 1992, a scheme of long service awards for personnel in the local authority fire services 
was launched.  There are four categories of awards, marking service of ten years, twenty years, 
thirty years and forty years.  The ten-year award is a certificate presented locally, while the 
twenty-, thirty- and forty- year awards all involve the presentation of medals and certificates at 
a national ceremony. The twenty-year award is a medal bearing the traditional logo representa-
tion of the fire service - a helmet and crossed axes.  The thirty-year award is a flame emblem.  
The forty-year award is a bar; both the emblem and bar attach onto the medal ribbon.  

The first national awards presentation was organised in 1998 and is now held every two 
years at a national presentation ceremony. The latest of these ceremonies was held in November 
2018 at which 288 fire service personnel were eligible for awards. 

21/07/2020WRR01400Housing Data

21/07/2020WRR01500334. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of approved housing applicants in County Tipperary; and the number in 
receipt of HAP and RAS housing support. [17343/20]

21/07/2020WRR01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
At end Q4 2019, in County Tipperary, there were 1,266 approved housing applicants, 1,778 
households were actively in receipt of HAP support and there were 1,088 tenancies supported 
by RAS. 

21/07/2020WRR01700Emergency Accommodation

21/07/2020WRR01800335. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of emergency beds the local authority has in County Tipperary [17344/20]

21/07/2020WRR01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The role of my Department in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of local authorities in ad-
dressing homelessness at local or regional level. Responsibility for the provision of emergency 
accommodation and related services for homeless persons is a matter for the local authorities.

Therefore, the detailed local information sought is not held in my Department and is a mat-
ter for the relevant housing authority, in this case, Tipperary County Council.  

21/07/2020WRR02000Tenant Purchase Scheme

21/07/2020WRR02100336. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if there are rules which exclude houses acquired under Part V and being bought by 
council tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17351/20]

21/07/2020WRR02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
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for sale under the Scheme. 

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 governing the Scheme 
provides for a number of specified classes of houses to be excluded from sale, including houses 
provided to local authorities under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amend-
ed, houses specifically designed for older persons, group traveller housing and houses provided 
to facilitate people with disabilities transferring from institutional care to community-based 
living.

Local authorities may, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses 
which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or 
estate management. It is a matter for each individual housing authority to administer the scheme 
in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for 
the scheme, and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements. 

The Programme for Government commits to maintaining the right of social housing tenants 
to purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. In addition, a review of the opera-
tion of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase (Incremental) Scheme 2016 has been finalised 
and a full report has been prepared setting out findings and recommendations. The review and 
the commitments in the Programme for Government  are being examined as part of the work 
on the broader social housing reform agenda. I expect that the review will be published once all 
the work on these reform measures is completed.

21/07/2020WRR02300Cabinet Committees

21/07/2020WRR02400337. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
Cabinet committee which addresses matters relating to Israel and Palestine. [16815/20]

21/07/2020WRR02500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Matters relating to Is-
rael and Palestine are dealt with by the Cabinet as a whole. I discuss this issue with my Cabinet 
colleagues as and when needed.

21/07/2020WRR02600Election Monitoring Missions

21/07/2020WRR02700338. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the names of 
observers appointed to the most recent election observer roster; the outcome of the consultation 
with the Data Protection Commission regarding this matter having regard to the General Data 
Protection Regulation; the advice received from the Data Protection Commission; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16502/20]

21/07/2020WRR02800342. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the persons on 
the most recent election observer roster.  [16766/20]

21/07/2020WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 338 and 342 together.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade administers and maintains a roster of suitably 
skilled individuals who are available to deploy on international election observation missions 
organised, in the main, by the European Union (EU) and the Office of Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights of Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE-ODIHR). 

A new roster was mustered in 2018/2019.  As the 2019-2023 roster exists within the frame-
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work of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Department gave careful 
thought to the justification, and the legal basis, for publishing the names of roster members. 
This included detailed consideration of the Guidance Note on the Legal Bases for Processing 
Personal Data, which the Data Protection Commission (DPC) issued in December 2019. It also 
included separate consultations with the DPC and the roster members.  Those consultations 
concluded on 10 July 2020.  In accordance with GDPR article 6(1)(f), I am releasing these 
names to the public record by attaching them to this response. 

The DPC noted that the Department had carried out a comprehensive analysis of the neces-
sity and proportionality of the processing, as well as a balancing exercise between the rights and 
freedoms of the data subjects involved and the public interest, and had also identified appropri-
ate safeguards for the personal data. The DPC raised a number of important matters: the GDPR 
right to be forgotten, the possibility of other information being inferred, or inferable, as a result 
of publication of the names, and whether there had been incidents of members of the roster 
having suffered harm as a result of being identified. The DPC stressed that it would be essential 
to communicate any changes to members of the roster, to ensure that their feedback is heard. 
Finally it was advised that the data privacy notice provided to members of the roster should 
make explicit to them how they can exercise their data protection rights. This has all been done.

The Department has given full consideration to the feedback of roster members and is satis-
fied that there is a legitimate interest in attaching the names to the public record and that appro-
priate safeguards have been put in place. Among these safeguards was the decision to publish 
the names of volunteers on the roster in the format surname, initial (i.e. MURPHY, Z.).  This is 
intended to balance transparency against the privacy of volunteer roster members, in a societal 
context of digitized lives and potential intense social media curiosity.

Information on the Missions to which Ireland has contributed observers, and the costs and 
flight emissions associated with 2019 and 2020 missions, is available on the Irish Aid website. 
2020 Missions are currently suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I look forward to our 
resuming nominations once the pandemic has receded. 

Attached to the response to this Parliamentary Question is the list of names of the members 
of the 2019-2023 roster.

The Department of Foreign Affairs is satisfied that there is a legitimate interest in accor-
dance with article 6(1)(f) of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in attaching 
to the public record the names of members of the 2019-2023 international election observation 
roster. The legitimate interest is the demonstration of accountability and transparency in the 
administration of the roster. The persons listed below were given advance notice of publication. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-21_pq338-21-07-20_en.docx  “>Members of 2019-2023 Roster</a>]

21/07/2020WRR03000Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRR03100339. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting 
annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for 
each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special ad-
viser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, in tabular form. [16564/20]

21/07/2020WRR03200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On the commence-
ment of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) issues guide-
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lines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 
33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to formal Government approval. 

At this stage no Special Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the 
Government. 

21/07/2020WRR03300Emigrant Support Services

21/07/2020WRR03400340. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the estimated 
full-year cost of increasing the budget for the emigrant support programme by 10%.  [16730/20]

21/07/2020WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) provides funding to non-profit organisations 
and projects to support our most vulnerable emigrants overseas, to strengthen Irish communi-
ties abroad and to facilitate the development of closer and more strategic links between Ireland 
and the global Irish.

The budget for the programme in 2020 is €12.595 million and is a demonstration of the 
Government commitment to our people abroad.

An increase of 10% in the budget for the Emigrant Support Programme would cost 
€1,259,500.

21/07/2020WRR03600Human Rights

21/07/2020WRR03700341. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the measures 
taken to protest the treatment of members of the Falun Gong community in China. [16755/20]

21/07/2020WRR03800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government 
closely follows reports of persecutions against Falun Gong practitioners, and officials in my 
Department have met with representatives of the Irish Falun Dafa Association and human rights 
lawyers on a number of occasions. 

Ireland frequently raises human rights concerns with the Chinese authorities in both bilat-
eral meetings and in appropriate multilateral fora, including rights related to freedom of religion 
or belief. Ireland joined a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee in New York in October 
2019 which called on China to uphold its national laws and international obligations and com-
mitments to respect human rights, including freedom of religion and belief, across China. 

The EU also regularly discuss human rights concerns with the Chinese authorities. The 
EU-China Human Rights Dialogue is the primary formal framework through which Ireland and 
other EU Member States share with China our experience in the field of human rights protec-
tion and promotion, and urge China to take clear steps to improve the human rights situation. 
The latest session of this dialogue took place on 1-2 April 2019, and the EU raised a number of 
issues relating to freedom of religion and belief, as well as the rights of persons belonging to 
minorities, freedom of expression and association, arbitrary detention, and the death penalty.

Ireland, together with our EU partners, will continue to address human rights issues with 
China, in frequent and regular dialogue, through our contacts in both Dublin and Beijing, and 
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through the relevant multilateral channels.

  Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 338.

21/07/2020WRR04000Passport Services

21/07/2020WRR04100343. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the esti-
mated full year cost of purchasing three extra passport printing machines  [16794/20]

21/07/2020WRR04200Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service 
of my Department is one unified service composed of three constituent offices located in Lower 
Mount Street and Balbriggan in Dublin and South Mall in Cork. It operates three passport print-
ing machines, two of which are located in the main production facility in Balbriggan and the 
third in the Passport Office in Lower Mount Street, Dublin. 

Passport applications from citizens residing in Ireland or elsewhere in the world are distrib-
uted for processing across the three Passport Offices. All passport applications are processed 
through the centralised automated passport service system. All production facilities can print a 
passport, irrespective of the channel through which the application is processed. The printing 
system allows for flexibility between printing machines if any one machine has reached capac-
ity. Each passport printer has a printing capacity of 250 passports per hour.

The purchase cost of three new passport printing machines is in excess of €5.1 million, ex-
cluding the cost of security, maintenance, technical fit-out, staffing or rental costs. 

I am satisfied that the printing capacity of production equipment currently employed by the 
Passport Service is sufficient to meet the current and anticipated future demand for passports. 

21/07/2020WRR04300Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRR04400344. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Depart-
ment and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16841/20]

21/07/2020WRR04500Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): No contracts or ten-
ders have been awarded by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to the company re-
ferred to by the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRR04600Middle East

21/07/2020WRR04700345. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the steps 
being taken to recognise the state of Palestine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16854/20]

21/07/2020WRR04800Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have given a high 
priority to the Middle East Peace Process since my appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in 2017, and I will continue to do so as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister 
for Defence. I have personally been very engaged in efforts to keep the issue high on the in-
ternational agenda. I have made four working visits to Israel and Palestine, most recently in 
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December 2019. I have also consistently engaged on this issue at EU and UN level, and I will 
continue to do so.  

The Programme for Government states that the Government will “Honour our commitment 
to recognise the State of Palestine as part of a lasting settlement of the conflict, or in advance of 
that, when we believe doing so will progress efforts to reach a two-state solution or protect the 
integrity of Palestinian territory”. 

In recognition of the frustration felt both in Palestine and here in Ireland over the lack of 
progress towards a two-state solution, I have been clear that I would be prepared to recommend 
to the Government early recognition by Ireland of a State of Palestine, if and when it might be 
helpful.  This is an issue where there could be benefits to moving in step with EU partners, and 
it is a matter that I discuss regularly with EU colleagues.  

However, recognition by Ireland outside the context of an overall peace agreement would 
also undoubtedly affect Ireland’s influence on the Israel-Palestine conflict at EU and interna-
tional level. Timing and context would affect whether this loss of influence would be matched 
by delivering a commensurate benefit for the Palestinian people and a positive impact on the 
peace process. I am continuing to monitor the situation closely. 

21/07/2020WRR04900Military Aircraft

21/07/2020WRR05000346. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the num-
ber of United States military flights that have landed en route to another destination to date in 
2020; the number of personnel that have disembarked those flights in the same time period; the 
number of personnel that have traversed outside of airside of airports here in that time period; 
if they are required to complete the locator form; if they have been contacted to ensure they are 
self-isolating; and the numbers of non-compliance. [16943/20]

21/07/2020WRR05100Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): From 1 January 2020 
to 30 June 2020, my Department approved 128 requests for military aircraft from the United 
States to land at Irish airports.  The table below provides the monthly breakdown of those air-
craft landings.

The flights had a combined total of 547 personnel on board.  According to figures supplied 
to my Department by the relevant airport authorities, 68 of those left the airside area of the air-
port while on the ground.

None of those arrivals occurred after the introduction of the Irish Public Health Passenger 
Locator Form in April. Therefore the question of completion of the locator form did not arise. 

Month US military Landings 
January 49 
February 33 
March 27 
April 7 
May 6 
June 6 

21/07/2020WRR05200Human Rights
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21/07/2020WRR05300347. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views 
on the human rights situation in Iran; if he has raised his concerns with the Iranian authorities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17155/20]

21/07/2020WRR05400Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Human rights issues 
are an important part of Ireland’s engagement and dialogue with Iran. The human rights situa-
tion in Iran is very worrying, with routine violations of human rights including restrictions on 
freedom of expression and assembly, arbitrary arrest, and torture of detainees. There are numer-
ous and credible reports of torture of those detained in Iranian prisons. Ireland opposes the use 
of the death penalty whenever it occurs and, while I note that there has been a significant fall in 
the number of executions in Iran since 2017, I remain shocked by the regular use of the death 
penalty, particularly in respect of minors. 

Ireland raises human rights issues with Iran at every suitable opportunity. Most recently, in 
February 2020, during political consultations in Tehran, senior officials from my Department 
again directly communicated our concerns regarding human rights.

Ireland also addresses these issues in international fora such as the UN General Assembly 
and the Human Rights Council. Most recently, at the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council, 
Ireland called on Iran to ensure full respect for its international human rights obligations and 
take all necessary steps to protect the rights of ethnic and religious minorities.

Ireland also raised concerns about the continued harassment, arrest, and arbitrary detention 
of human rights defenders in Iran during the Universal Periodic Review of Iran’s human rights 
record in November 2019.

The EU consistently pursues human rights issues with Iran, including the right to due pro-
cess for all, as part of overall engagement with Iran. Since 2011, the EU has also had in place re-
strictive measures related to violations of human rights, which both list individuals and entities 
responsible for grave human rights violations; and ban the export to Iran of equipment which 
might be used for internal repression and of equipment for monitoring telecommunications.

Ireland and the EU will continue to monitor developments in Iran, and, whenever opportuni-
ties arise, to call on the Iranian Government to make progress in relation to human rights.

21/07/2020WRR05500Passport Applications

21/07/2020WRR05600348. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade when a 
passport application by a person (details supplied) will be processed and supplied in view of a 
delay of almost five months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17316/20]

21/07/2020WRR05700Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service 
commenced a phased return to full operation on 8 June 2020 and has processed over 80,000 
books and cards since re-opening. The Passport Service is currently meeting the target turn-
around times for Passport Online applications.  

This application is a paper based application through Passport Express. The Passport Ser-
vice is working through paper based applications received before March 2020. This application 
is currently under process.  

21/07/2020WRR05800Passport Applications
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21/07/2020WRR05900349. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the reason his 
Department has not responded to a query (details supplied) in view of the fact it has been sent 
on two occasions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17368/20]

21/07/2020WRR06000Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service 
commenced a phased return to full operation on 8 June 2020. The Passport Service has pro-
cessed over 80,000 books and cards since re-opening and is currently meeting the target turn-
around times for Passport Online applications. 

The target turnaround time is 10 working days for simple applications and 20 working days 
for complex applications, once the supporting documentation has been received.

The supporting documents for this application were received on 24 June 2020. It is expected 
that this passport will issue on 22 July 2020. 

21/07/2020WRS00200Defence Forces Representative Organisations

21/07/2020WRS00300350. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Defence if the further request by 
a representative group (details supplied) to affiliate to an organisation has been considered; 
the reason for not allowing such an affliction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16518/20]

21/07/2020WRS00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney):  As this matter is currently the subject of 
legal proceedings, the Deputy will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me to comment.

21/07/2020WRS00500Programme for Government

21/07/2020WRS00600351. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Defence the timeline proposed for 
the independent commission on defence as proposed in the programme for Government; if the 
terms of the commission have been discussed; if the terms will be published in advance of the 
commission being set up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16519/20]

21/07/2020WRS00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The recently agreed Programme for Gov-
ernment provides for the establishment of an independent Commission on the Defence Forces. 
The Commission is to be established before the end of this year, with a mandate to report within 
twelve months.  A consultation process will be undertaken prior to finalisation of the Commis-
sion’s terms of reference, which will be published following Government approval.

21/07/2020WRS00800Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRS00900352. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of advisers 
and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting annual salary of 
each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for each appointee; 
the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; and if an 
advisory role has been split to facilitate job-sharing in tabular form. [16560/20]

21/07/2020WRS01000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): On the commencement of every Dail, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrangements 
for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dail are currently awaiting 
Government approval. It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers 
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is a matter for each Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned 
guidelines, although the appointments are also subject to formal a Government approval. At this 
stage, no Special Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government.

21/07/2020WRS01100Air Corps

21/07/2020WRS01200353. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the actions he, his of-
ficials, the Chief of Staff Branch, Air Corps headquarters and or the State Claims Agency has 
taken to investigate the reasons for the non-compliance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Acts 1989 and 2005 at the Air Corps as stated by the Health and Safety Authority inves-
tigation which concluded after nearly three years in September 2018; and the steps taken at all 
levels to ensure the same failings to do not occur again in the Air Corps or the other branches 
of the Defence Forces.  [16654/20]

21/07/2020WRS01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to assure the Deputy that the 
health and welfare of the men and women of the Defence Forces is a high priority for me, my 
Department and the military authorities.

The Deputy will be aware that following three inspections at Casement Aerodrome, Baldon-
nel during 2016, the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) issued a Report of Inspection to the 
Air Corps on 21 October, 2016.  This report listed a number of advisory items for follow up, 
including the areas of risk assessments, safety statements and the provision and use of personal 
protective equipment.

The resultant Air Corps improvement plan confirmed the Air Corps’ full commitment to 
implementing improved safety measures that protect workers and ensure risks are as low as 
reasonably practicable.

The Air Corps improvement plan was implemented over eight phases, which the military 
authorities have advised are now complete, with phase eight, chemical awareness training and 
respiratory equipment training, being a continuous process.

The HSA has formally noted the high level of cooperation received and the considerable 
progress made to date by the Air Corps in this regard and their investigation is now closed.

A wide range of other measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of those serving 
in the Air Corps including monitoring exposure levels, conducting annual occupational medical 
screening, audits and training.

As the health and wellbeing of the men and women working in the Air Corps is a prior-
ity, the former Minister ensured that allegations relating to exposure to chemical and toxic 
substances whilst working in the Air Corps in Baldonnel were independently reviewed. The 
independent report considered the Defence Forces health and safety regime, its current policy 
and its application and made a number of observations including in relation to documentation, 
health surveillance, and exposure to monitoring. The report was published on the Department’s 
website following its circulation to those who made disclosures.

The Air Corps and the wider Defence organisation is committed to complying with health 
and safety legislation.  The organisation is proactive in ensuring that the best standards are 
adhered to in order to ensure that the risk to human health is as low as reasonably practicable.

The Deputy will appreciate that as litigation is ongoing, it would be inappropriate for me to 
comment further.
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21/07/2020WRS01400Defence Forces Personnel

21/07/2020WRS01500354. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the average body mass 
index of Defence Forces personnel.  [16656/20]

21/07/2020WRS01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The average BMI for Defence Forces 
personnel varies from period to period and year to year. The BMI average for recorded fitness 
tests in 2020 is 26.07.

21/07/2020WRS01700Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRS01800355. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Defence the value of contracts 
awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Department and each body 
and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [16842/20]

21/07/2020WRS01900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department has not awarded any 
contracts to the named company or its subsidiaries in the period specified.

From 01 Jan 2016 to 14 Jul 2020 the Defence Forces has made payments to a subsidiary of 
the named company to the value of €62,890.14.

These payments are made directly to the subsidiary for the provision of meals to Defence 
Forces students attending courses of instruction at civilian training institutions across the State 
under the Defence Forces Trainee Technician Scheme.  This facility is provided only where 
availing of military messing facilities is considered impractical.

The contract relationship is between the civilian training institution and the catering pro-
vider, where payment is made direct to the company upon receipt of an official invoice to the 
Defence Forces for messing for trainees attending the institution.  The amounts paid in each 
year are set out in the table below.

Year Amount
2016 €8,045.05
2017 €5,306.83
2018 €17,473.14
2019 €23,495.61
2020 to 14 July €8,569.51
Total €62,890.14 

21/07/2020WRS02000Army Barracks

21/07/2020WRS02100356. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the status of the disposal of 
lands at Magee Barracks, Kildare town; his plans to develop the site; the details of the promised 
give back to the local community; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16947/20]

21/07/2020WRS02200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2013,  part of the Magee Barracks 
site was acquired by the Department of Education and Skills for the purposes of providing new 
school provision for the community.  Subsequently, the remaining aspect of the site was sold 
by pubic action in 2016.  The future development of the site is now a matter between the site 
owners and the relevant planning authorities. My Department has no further role in this matter.
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21/07/2020WRS02300Defence Forces Properties

21/07/2020WRS02400357. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the details of the decision by his 
Department to fill in the hollow adjacent to Donnelly’s Hollow on the Curragh, County Kildare; 
the materials used in the infill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16948/20]

21/07/2020WRS02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In June 2017, the Property Management 
Branch of my Department became aware that soil had been deposited to the rear of Donnelly’s 
Hollow. The Department subsequently engaged environmental consultants to carry out an envi-
ronmental risk assessment of the site.  The material deposited has been identified as fill material 
comprising of clay with trace amounts of construction and demolition materials. The Depart-
ment of Defence has had the site monitored on a quarterly basis and there is no evidence that 
any environmental pollution or degradation of the infill material has occurred.  I am advised that 
Kildare County Council have acknowledged this assessment and have accepted that there is no 
evidence that any environmental pollution has been caused.

21/07/2020WRS02600Defence Forces Personnel

21/07/2020WRS02700358. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Defence if he has received correspondence 
relating to allegations of bullying and sexual harassment in the Defence Forces; his plans for a 
full inquiry into the complaints; and if he or his officials will meet with survivors of such abuse. 
[17323/20]

21/07/2020WRS02800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Correspondence containing allegations 
of inappropriate conduct in the workplace of an historical nature, has been received. In order 
for the matters contained therein to be attended to through the appropriate channels, it would 
not be appropriate for me to comment further. I can assure the Deputy however, that the matter 
is being treated with the utmost importance.

21/07/2020WRS02900After-School Support Services

21/07/2020WRS03000359. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
being taken in view of the cancellation of after-school programmes that are of the view they 
cannot take children due to the pod system that will be introduced in primary schools in Sep-
tember 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16876/20]

21/07/2020WRS03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): There has been a lot of en-
gagement between my Department and stakeholders in relation to reopening of schools in Sep-
tember and this engagement is on-going. My Department’s number one priority, and the wider 
school sector is to reopen our schools as fully, normally and safely as possible at the start of 
the new school year.  The Department and stakeholders are collectively focused on working 
through the detail on what the return to school will look like for all schools. The public health 
guidance is clear that we must maximise the space within the classroom to facilitate the pupils 
in the classroom and maximise the space within the existing school building in the first instance.

The range of school settings presents both opportunities and challenges.  Flexibility and 
agility in how we respond is key.  My Department is working through with school managers, 
leaders and staff on how best they can be supported to not only open schools but to ensure they 
remain open and in a position to make their buildings available for after school activities.

In general, the management of school premises at local level is a matter for the relevant 



Questions - Written Answers

172

school authorities.

21/07/2020WRS03200Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRS03300360. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the income 
turnover requirements to tender for a project (details supplied) in County Kerry will be re-
viewed and reduced to allow local companies to tender for the project; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17373/20]

21/07/2020WRS03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): For small works using the 
Short Form of Contract, PWCF6, (under €1m) the average annual turnover over the previ-
ous three years must be not less than 1.5 times the sum tendered for the project.  These proj-
ects would be tendered under an Open Procedure where the contractor can decide in advance 
whether they can meet the minimum standards specified in the Declaration of Suitability for 
Contractors for Small Works (Open Procedure Only).

As projects under €1m in value would have relatively short durations and a contractor of 
modest size could complete two or more of these in a year, average annual turnover of 1.5 times 
the tendered sum is not considered a high threshold.

For projects with an estimated cost over €1m in value, turnover levels are calculated in ac-
cordance with the Department’s website guidance note.

The Guidance provides that for School building projects with an estimated cost over €1m 
turnover levels should be in the range 100% to 150% of the annualised turnover of the estimat-
ed capital value of the project.  The actual percentage applied, within this range, should relate 
to the complexity of the project and should be based on the table below.  In selecting the ap-
propriate percentage within the sub-ranges below it is recommended that consideration should 
be given to the degree of complexity.

This guidance note is in accordance with central guidance on turnover from the Office of 
Government Procurement and relates the turnover requirement to the complexity of the project.

I can assure the Deputy that the procurement of the project to which he refers has been car-
ried out within the guidelines outlined above.

 - Project type Multiplier
1 New build primary school projects on a green 

field sites with relatively clear access and lim-
ited complication with regard to site levels, site 
services, traffic management, etc.

100% to 115%

2 Primary school projects comprising extensions 
to existing accommodation and/or alterations/ 
refurbishment to existing accommodation in a 
live school environment; Post-primary school 
projects comprising complete new build on 
green field sites or extensions to existing ac-
commodation and/or alterations/refurbishment 
to existing accommodation in a live school 
environment.

115% to 135%
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 - Project type Multiplier
3 Primary or post-primary school projects on 

brown field sites comprising extensions to 
existing accommodation and/or alterations/
refurbishment to existing accommodation in 
a live school environment and incorporating 
protected structures; Primary or post-primary 
school projects, new builds or extensions, on 
restricted urban sites.

135% to 150%

21/07/2020WRS03500Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRS03600361. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
delivery of new school buildings (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16469/20]

21/07/2020WRS03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in the Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.

A revised Stage 2(b) report was submitted by the Design Team to my Department for review 
in November 2019. Upon commencement of the review my Department deemed it necessary 
to request further documentation from the Design Team in order that the report could be fully 
reviewed. The Design Team has since completed an Addendum report which has been received 
by my Department.

Upon review of the revised Stage 2(b) report and addendum documentation, my Department 
will then be in contact with the school regarding the further progression of this project.

21/07/2020WRS03800Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRS03900362. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
delivery of a new primary school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16470/20]

21/07/2020WRS04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The acquisition of a zoned 
school site at Corballis, Donabate, to accommodate a permanent school building for the school 
in question is at an advanced stage of legal conveyancing. Department officials are engaging 
with the Landowner and Officials in the relevant Local Authority regarding the potential devel-
opment of the site. I am unable to elaborate any further due to the commercial sensitivities of 
site acquisitions in general.

21/07/2020WRS04100Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRS04200363. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
delivery of a new school building and refurbishment of the existing school infrastructure for a 
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school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16471/20]

21/07/2020WRS04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

This project is currently at Stage 1 of Architectural planning (Site Suitability, Site Report, 
and Initial Sketch Scheme). A Stage 1 Stakeholders meeting with the Design Team, Project 
Manager, and Board of Management and Department officials was held on 9th July 2020.

The Design Team is to prepare a revised sketch scheme option for review by my Department 
and the Project Manager. A further meeting will be arranged at that time.

21/07/2020WRS04400School Enrolments

21/07/2020WRS04500364. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of mea-
sures she is taking to ease the stress on primary school places in Swords, County Dublin; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [16472/20]

21/07/2020WRS04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

In April 2018 the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the four years 2019 to 2022, including two new primary schools to serve the Swords 
school planning area (North and South). This announcement followed nationwide demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary 
schools across the country.

Rivervalley CNS opened in September 2019 as a single stream school in interim accommo-
dation at Feltrim Road, Swords.  It will move to further interim accommodation for September 
2020 and will be located at 85/87 Main Street Swords.

Broadmeadow CNS is due to be established as a single stream school in September 2020.  It 



21 July 2020

175

will be accommodated in interim accommodation at Mooretown, Swords.

In addition to the new schools announced, a major building project for St. Cronan’s Senior 
National School includes the demolition of the existing Senior National School building and 
prefabricated classrooms and the construction of a new two-storey primary school comprising 
26 general classrooms plus a 2 classroom SEN Base. The project also includes a new single-
storey extension of 2 general classrooms plus a 2 classroom SEN Base to the rear of the existing 
St. Cronan’s Junior National School.

The requirement for new schools is under ongoing review and in particular will have regard 
for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

21/07/2020WRS04700Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRS04800365. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
refurbishment of existing school buildings at a school (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16473/20]

21/07/2020WRS04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

The Design Team have been appointed and are currently working on Stage 1 of Archi-
tectural Planning (Site Suitability, Site Report, and Initial Sketch). When the Design Team 
have completed this preparatory Stage, they will present the options to my Department and the 
school, for review and comment.

21/07/2020WRS05000Third Level Examinations

21/07/2020WRS05100366. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason some 
colleges are charging a repeat exam fee and most other colleges are not (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16493/20]

21/07/2020WRS05200407. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to the decision of NUIG to charge students the full €295 fee for repeat exams in 
August 2020 despite the significant loss of income for many students and academic stress due 
to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17020/20]

21/07/2020WRS05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 366 and 407 together.

The Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are governed by the Universities Act 1997, the 
Institutes of Technologies Acts 1992 to 2006 and the Technological Universities Act 2018. 
Within the meaning of these Acts, HEIs are autonomous with regard to the management of their 
academic affairs and retain the right to determine their own policies and procedures in this area.  
In relation to fees the student contribution charge covers the cost of elements such as student 



Questions - Written Answers

176

registration, admissions and examination fees. However, repeat examination fees are charged 
separately being set by the individual HEI concerned and the Minister does not have a function 
in this regard.

In terms of supports for third level students, the main support available is the statutory based 
Student Grant Scheme. To qualify for grant support, a student is required to meet various crite-
ria such as means, residency, nationality and progression.

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in HEIs experiencing exceptional financial 
need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). The SAF is managed by 
the Higher Education Authority and is allocated annually to prescribed HEIs including universi-
ties.  Under the SAF students may be assisted towards the costs of rent, childcare, transport and 
books/class materials etc. The fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, 
who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial cir-
cumstances. Details of the SAF are available from the Access Office in the institution attended. 
Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to 
enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 situation.

It is noted that NUI Galway, which is referenced specifically by the Deputies, states that 
there is limited support available in relation to the payment of repeat examination fees in cer-
tain prescribed circumstances, details of which are to be found on their website: https://www.
nuigalway.ie/student-fees/repeatexamfee/

In addition, it is incumbent upon HEIs to have policies and complaints procedures in place 
which provide a mechanism for students to resolve any grievances, details of which would be 
accessible on their website. If an individual feels that he or she has been unfairly treated, or is 
not satisfied with an institution’s decision on his or her complaint, it is open to that individual to 
contact the Office of the Ombudsman. The Ombudsman examines complaints from the public 
in relation to certain actions of education providers including HEIs. Further information on the 
complaint procedures of the Office of the Ombudsman is below for the Deputies’ information.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-21_pq366-21-07-20_en.pdf  “>Higher Education Institutions</a>]

21/07/2020WRS05400School Transport

21/07/2020WRS05500367. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when refunds for 
school transport will issue to students (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16506/20]

21/07/2020WRS05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.

The decision taken by the Government to close schools with effect from 13th March 2020 
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was taken in the interest of protecting our pupils, their families, teachers and those members of 
the wider community and is one of the many measures taken to support efforts to contain the 
spread of Covid-19.

Given that the school transport services have not been available to children from 13th March, 
it was decided that at the end of the current school year a refund for that period of closure will 
be issued to parents. My Department has engaged with Bus Éireann in developing a plan for 
facilitating these refunds and I can confirm that refunds are being  issued directly to all entitled 
family account holders.

The refunds process has commenced and refunds to those families who paid by cheque is-
sued during the week commencing 29th June. With regard to families who paid by card, Bus 
Éireann has contacted all families due to receive a refund to advise them of arrangements. 
Further details on the refunds process is available at https://www.buseireann.ie/SchoolRefunds.

21/07/2020WRS05700Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRS05800368. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of advisers and special advisers appointed by her since becoming Minister; the starting annual 
salary of each person appointed by her; if an open interview process was conducted for each 
appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; 
and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job-sharing in tabular form. [16561/20]

21/07/2020WRS05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are cur-
rently awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have to date assigned one person to work with me as Special Adviser 
and that person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been 
approved.

21/07/2020WRS06000Special Educational Needs Staff

21/07/2020WRS06100369. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will re-ex-
amine the allocation of special needs assistants to a school (details supplied) for the 2020-21 
school year. [16578/20]

21/07/2020WRS06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The NCSE has responsibil-
ity for planning and coordinating school supports for children with special educational needs 
including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. My Department does not have a role in making 
individual school determinations.

Schools have been notified of the arrangements for the allocation of SNA support in respect 
of students in mainstream classes for 2020/21.  The arrangements include the following provi-
sions:

- 2019/20 mainstream class SNA allocations will be frozen, from the date of issue of Cir-
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cular 0030/2020, and will automatically rollover into the 2020/21 school year. This means that 
no school will receive an allocation less than that which they have on the date of issue of this 
Circular and existing SNAs currently in standard SNA posts can continue in these posts for the 
next school year in the normal way.

- Schools may apply to the NCSE for additionality where they can demonstrate that the cur-
rent allocation does not meet additional care needs within the mainstream classes in the school. 
Applications for additionality arising from significant new or emerging additional care needs, 
which cannot be catered within existing allocations, will be dealt with by way of an exceptional 
review process.

- A diagnosis of a disability, or a psychological or other professional report, will not be nec-
essary for this process.

- The role of the SNA to support the care needs of students in mainstream classes, as set out 
in Circular 0030/2014, remains unchanged.

It is expected that schools will review and reprioritise the deployment of SNAs within main-
stream settings and allocate resources to ensure those with the greatest level of need receive the 
greatest level of support. Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary 
care needs as outlined in DES Circular 0030/2014.

Schools may apply to the NCSE for additionality where they can demonstrate that the cur-
rent allocation does not meet additional care needs within the mainstream classes in the school. 
Applications for additionality arising from significant new or emerging additional care needs, 
which cannot be catered within existing allocations, will be dealt with by way of an exceptional 
review process.

The exceptional review process for mainstream allocations will be available to schools 
throughout the 2020/21 school year.

Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process is published on the NCSE 
website www.ncse.ie.

A school can appeal the outcome of an exceptional review and details of how to do this 
are here: https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/GuidanceSchoolAppealing-Exceptional-
Review-outcome.docx

21/07/2020WRT00200Special Educational Needs

21/07/2020WRT00300370. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will amend 
the summer provision programme in view of recently announced changes to the programme to 
expand the scheme to include certain post-primary school children to allow children transition-
ing to mainstream schools from an early-years setting who have a diagnosis as laid out in the 
guidance document to avail of the programme and receive support from a tutor in the same way 
as a child transitioning to a special school or class; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16583/20]

21/07/2020WRT00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Summer Provision is aimed 
at helping children with complex needs prepare for a return to education, particularly after the 
health restrictions that have been in place over recent months. As work continues on planning 
for the re-opening of schools, it is important that we take measures to help the prevention of 
regression among these children in terms of their education and social interactions.
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The eligibility criteria for summer provision includes children in the following categories:

1. Pupils with a diagnosis of Autism

2. Pupils with severe and profound learning difficulties

3. Any child in a special school or a special class

4. Children transitioning into a special class from early years settings to primary school

5. Pupils in primary school mainstream classes who present with the following disabilities:

- children with Down syndrome

- children who are Deaf or most severe hard of hearing

- children who are blind or have a most severe visual impairment

- children who have a moderate general learning disability

- children with severe emotional behavioural difficulties

The Government has also approved the inclusion of children with Down Syndrome who are 
attending post primary school in the home-based strand of the Programme.

Children with the listed disabilities entering primary school next September are also eligible 
for the programme.

There are no plans to extend the programme further.

21/07/2020WRT00500School Staff

21/07/2020WRT00600371. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools that 
have the enrolment numbers will be allowed to employ an additional teacher for 2020, which 
would be of benefit in the provision of smaller class groupings, instead of waiting until Septem-
ber 2021, in view of the Covid-19 crisis and in order to assist with social distancing and HSE 
guidelines in schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16587/20]

21/07/2020WRT00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The interim public health 
advice received by my Department sets out the key public health requirements that will be re-
quired for a safe full reopening of schools in late August/September and the measures that will 
be required to achieve this.

This public health advice will underpin ongoing engagements with education partners and 
stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guidance for schools in relation to logistical, 
curricular and wellbeing arrangements. This ongoing work includes requirements for physical 
distancing measures and how this will be supported and implemented in schools.  The advice 
also contains important measures required for infection prevention and control to ensure a full 
return to school is safe for children and staff.

My Department’s ongoing work with education partners and other key stakeholders on 
guidance for reopening schools is aimed at reducing the burden on schools at a local level by 
providing central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible by the end of July in 
order to allow time for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.
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21/07/2020WRT00800Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRT00900372. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
acquisition of a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16598/20]

21/07/2020WRT01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for Gael-
scoil an Chaisleáin is included in my Department’s capital programme. Officials in my Depart-
ment continue to liaise with officials in Cork City Council in relation to the identification and 
acquisition of a suitable site for the school.

A number of site options have been proposed and assessed. A potential site option has been 
identified and discussions are ongoing with the landowner with a view to acquiring this site.

While a site acquisition process is underway, and given the commercial sensitivities asso-
ciated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

21/07/2020WRT01100School Management

21/07/2020WRT01200373. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her atten-
tion has been drawn to reports of reduced school times of 2 hours 25 minutes daily in a school 
(details supplied); if so, if it is in line with the standards of her Department; if the provision of 
instruction by persons not registered with the Teaching Council meet the requirements for the 
educational rights of a student; the extent to which in terms of hours such instruction is per-
mitted; if SNAs are supervised by qualified teachers; if such supervision is a requirement; if 
parents are entitled to access the curriculum under which their children are being taught; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16600/20]

21/07/2020WRT01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is aware of 
the issues raised by the Deputy.

A member of my Department’s Inspectorate visited this school in June 2019. The purpose 
of this visit was to gather information in relation to the operation of the vocational skills pro-
gramme within school time.

My Department has since continued to engage with the Board of Management and other 
stakeholders involved with the school, including the National Council for Special Eduction 
(NCSE), the HSE, patron and trustees, to ensure appropriate educational provision is in place 
for the students in the school.

As part of this process which is ongoing, a further submission from the school is currently 
under consideration in my Department.

21/07/2020WRT01400School Transport

21/07/2020WRT01500374. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry will be made eligible for school transport after the submission 
of confirmation they could not secure a place in their nearest post-primary school; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16631/20]

21/07/2020WRT01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.
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The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/2020 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with 
special educational needs, are transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.

Children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and pay-
ment process on time will be accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who completed the application and 
payment  process on time, will be considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible chil-
dren have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.

In cases where the Department is satisfied that the nearest school is full, eligibility for 
school transport will be determined based on the distance that children reside from their next 
nearest school having regard to ethos and language.  To establish that the nearest school is full 
parents/guardians must provide certain documentary evidence including that an application for 
enrolment in the nearest school was made within the deadline dates specified by the school and 
confirmation from the school authorities that the school was full.

To date insufficient evidence has been received from the family referred to by the Deputy. 
If there is additional information the family is advised to contact School Transport Section of 
my Department.

Further information in this regard is available on my Department’s website, www.education.
ie.

21/07/2020WRT01700Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRT01800375. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the ap-
plication for capital funding for a new school building by a school (details supplied).  [16642/20]

21/07/2020WRT01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question submitted an application for capital funding, under my Department’s 
Additional School Accommodation Scheme.

Officials from my Department are at the final stage of assessment of this application and 
recent contact has been made with the school authority in this regard.  A final decision will issue 
to the school authority shortly.

21/07/2020WRT02000SOLAS Training and Education Programmes 

21/07/2020WRT02100376. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
report on the reopening of SOLAS training facilities; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16646/20]

21/07/2020WRT02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department of Further 
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science has worked with key stakeholders, 



Questions - Written Answers

182

and on the basis of public health advice, to develop a framework for the reopening of further 
education and training and higher education facilities. The framework will guide the planning 
by further education and training and higher education providers for reopening for the new aca-
demic year for all learners. The Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innova-
tion and Research plans to publish this framework shortly, together with guidance in relation to 
reopening on a range of practical issues.

21/07/2020WRT02300Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRT02400377. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education and Skills when stage 2b ap-
proval will be provided for the extension to a school (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [16673/20]

21/07/2020WRT02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the Office of Public Works 
(OPW). I can confirm that the Stage 2B submission in question has recently been received in 
my Department and is currently being reviewed. A decision in respect of the matter will be no-
tifed to the OPW once this review has been completed.

21/07/2020WRT02600State Examinations

21/07/2020WRT02700378. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process by 
which a student (details supplied) in County Donegal can secure a predictive grade for the leav-
ing certificate, having studied at home without a teacher or tutor; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16676/20]

21/07/2020WRT02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A system of Calculated Grades 
was put in place by my predecessor due to the inability to run the normal Leaving Certificate 
examinations this year. The purpose of this process is to allow as many students as possible to 
progress to employment, further education and training, or higher education in a way that is fair 
and equitable to all Leaving Certificate students.

For the calculated grades system to be operated with integrity, an estimated percentage mark, 
based on credible, satisfactory evidence, can only be accepted from an appropriate source. This 
is necessary to ensure fairness to all students.

The Calculated Grades Executive Office in my Department has developed a comprehensive 
guide to calculated grades for out-of-school learners – those students who are studying entirely 
outside of school – and has contacted each student individually on 25 June to invite them to 
apply for calculated grades.  The closing date for applications was Thursday 2 July 2020 and 
applications are now being processed.

In cases where a student who is attending school, but who is studying one or more subjects 
outside of school, school principals were asked to make every effort to provide an estimated 
mark for that subject(s) provided there was sufficient, credible evidence available from an ap-
propriate source.  If the principal was unable to provide an estimated mark for any student they 
were asked to notify the Calculated Grades Executive Office of my Department.

As part of its commitment to ensure that a calculated grade is provided to as many students 
as possible, the CGEO are currently undertaking a review of these reports with the schools in-
volved to ensure that the correct procedures were followed.
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Despite every effort being made by schools and by the Department of Education to provide 
calculated grades to as many students as possible, there will be a small number of cases where 
there is no credible evidence to support a calculated grade in a particular subject. To attempt to 
give a calculated grade in such cases would be unfair to all other candidates.

Such students will have an opportunity to sit the Leaving Certificate examinations when it 
is safe to do so.

I can confirm that the Calculated Grades Executive Office has received an application in 
respect of the candidate named above.

No decisions have been issued by the Calculated Grades Executive Office in respect of any 
of students studying independently, to date.

My Department has continued to engage with third level stakeholders regarding the Calcu-
lated Grades process for students seeking to progress to Higher Education.  This has resulted in 
an agreed common approach in relation to students who have not been able to obtain calculated 
grades in one or more subjects.  Students who have applied for a calculated grade, with a view 
to satisfying matriculation/basic minimum entry requirements and for whom the Department 
has been unable to award a Calculated Grade in the subject(s), will be granted an exemption in 
the subject(s) solely for matriculation/basic minimum entry purposes.  The CGEO will notify 
the Central Applications Office (CAO) of any student who cannot be provided with calculated 
grades, and of the subjects involved, and the exemption from matriculation/basic minimum 
entry will be granted automatically by the CAO.  The subject(s) for which exemption is granted 
will not attract points and the exemption cannot be used to satisfy additional programme re-
quirements over and above the matriculation/basic minimum entry requirements.

21/07/2020WRT02900School Staff

21/07/2020WRT03000379. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) in County Donegal was unsuccessful in an appeal for an additional 
teaching post; if the appeal decision can be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16677/20]

21/07/2020WRT03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The staffing arrangements for 
primary schools for the 2020/21 school year, as set out in Circular 0018/2020, which is avail-
able on the Department website, provides details on the staffing appeal process.  Where at least 
20% of the total enrolment of the school is made up of pupils that require EAL support (pupils 
with less than B1 Level 3 proficiency), the Board of Management may lodge an appeal for a 
review of the proposed allocation for pupils requiring EAL support.

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for additional EAL support 
which was refused by the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  Following that decision, the school 
provided the Board with updated information on the number of pupils requiring EAL support 
and the application has been provisionally upheld, pending confirmation of enrolments in Sep-
tember.

21/07/2020WRT03200Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRT03300380. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will 
report on the provision of a new school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter.  [16681/20]

21/07/2020WRT03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The major project for the con-
struction of the new school building for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced 
stage of the tender process and my Department is currently awaiting the return of the supple-
mentary tender report.

Subject to no issues arising, it is envisaged that construction will commence following the 
finalisation of the tender process with a contract duration of approximately 20 months.

21/07/2020WRT03500School Staff

21/07/2020WRT03600381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation will be given to allocating an additional teacher to a school (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16683/20]

21/07/2020WRT03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor for 
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.

There is no change to the staffing of the school referred to by the Deputy for the 2020/21 
school year.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. The staffing schedule includes an appeals mecha-
nism for schools to submit a staffing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals 
Board.  The appeal from the school submitted by the Deputy was considered by the Primary 
Staffing Appeals Board and deemed ineligible as the appeal did not meet the criteria published 
in Circular 18/2020. The Primary Staffing Appeals Board is independent of the Department and 
its decision is final.

21/07/2020WRT03800Student Accommodation

21/07/2020WRT03900382. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her at-
tention has been drawn to reports that a third level institution (details supplied) is not refund-
ing prepaid rent for campus accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16706/20]

21/07/2020WRT04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is working 
with representatives from the higher education sector to address the challenges faced by stu-
dents in this difficult time. Students who were residing in university-owned accommodation 
will receive pro rata refunds if they vacated their accommodation due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.  I understand, based on the information available to me, that the campus accommodation in 
WIT is owned and operated by a separate company. While I would wish to see pro rata refunds 
applied in the case of students who were residing in privately owned student accommodation, 
it is not within the remit of the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innova-
tion and Science to direct any accommodation provider to offer a refund.

Refund or cancellation policies in student accommodation should be set out in the license 
agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. In the first instance students should 
engage with their accommodation provider to see if an arrangement can be reached in regard 
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to a refund.

21/07/2020WRT04100Autism Support Services

21/07/2020WRT04200383. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the ASD unit 
for a school (details supplied) will open.  [16734/20]

21/07/2020WRT04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department.  Significant resources are 
allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are available for children with special 
educational needs.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year, with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The National Council for Special Education has responsibility for coordinating and advis-
ing on the education provision for children nationwide; has well established structures in place 
for engaging with schools and parents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between 
them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special class placements.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

I can confirm that the school referred to by the Deputy has been approved for a four class-
room SEN base under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme 2019.  This will 
facilitate expansion of SEN provison in the school.

When the design stages are completed, and planning permission and the other statutory 
approvals have been secured, my Department will be able to provide the Deputy with a more 
definitive timeframe for the tender and construction stages of the project.

21/07/2020WRT04400Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRT04500384. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to pro-
vide an additional secondary school for Gorey, County Wexford; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16738/20]

21/07/2020WRT04600385. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the latest demo-
graphic information used, including figures for projected population growth of second level 
school-age children, to analyse the projected need for future second level schools in Gorey, 
County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16739/20]

21/07/2020WRT04700386. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the last 
review of demographic information, including projected population growth, was carried out 
in the Gorey school area in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16740/20]

21/07/2020WRT04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 



Questions - Written Answers

186

provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

In April 2018 the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the four years 2019 to 2022. This announcement followed nationwide demographic exer-
cises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools 
across the country.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional 
accommodation or extensions to existing schools.

While the 2018 announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Gorey 
school planning area, the requirement for new schools or school places is under ongoing review 
and in particular will have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in 
Project Ireland 2040.

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

21/07/2020WRT05100School Enrolments

21/07/2020WRT05200387. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
secondary school places provided in Gorey, County Wexford; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter.  [16741/20]

21/07/2020WRT05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
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mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

In April 2018 the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the four years 2019 to 2022. This announcement followed nationwide demographic exer-
cises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools 
across the country.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional 
accommodation or extensions to existing schools.

While the 2018 announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Gorey 
school planning area, the requirement for new schools or school places is under ongoing review 
and in particular will have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in 
Project Ireland 2040.

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

The second level School Planning Area for Gorey, Co. Wexford, is catered for by two 
schools, Gorey Community School and Creagh College.

My Department approved capital funding for Gorey Community School to provide addi-
tional classroom and specialist accommodation last April. This accommodation, when con-
structed, will cater for approximately 1,550 pupils. The project has been devolved to the school 
authorities for delivery. A new school building catering for 1,000 pupils was constructed for 
Creagh College in 2014.

21/07/2020WRT05400School Funding

21/07/2020WRT05500388. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will provide 
additional funding to a school (details supplied) to allow a number of students who were unable 
to complete their education in 2020 due to Covid-19 to complete their schooling in 2020-21. 
[16770/20]
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21/07/2020WRT05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Special schools funded by 
my Department are classified as primary national schools and are intended, in accordance with 
the provisions of Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools, to cater for children and young 
persons with special educational needs from the age of 4 years until the end of the school year 
in which they reach their 18th year.

Special schools may however seek approval from my Department for an exemption from 
Rule 64(1) in respect of students over the age of 18 who are pursuing courses leading to ac-
creditation on the National Qualifications Framework (e.g. Junior Certificate/LCA/FETAC 3).

A request for an exemption from Rule 64(1) can only be made by a school where:

1. The student is pursuing a course leading to accreditation on the National Qualifications 
Framework (e.g. Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3)

2. The student requires one additional year in order to complete their course

3. Retaining the student in the school for one school year will not prevent a younger pupil 
being enrolled there

4. Plans are in place to transition the student to a post-school setting at the end of the ad-
ditional school year

Special schools are invited each year to make applications for exemptions from Rule 64(1) 
in respect of pupils who meet the above criteria. Where the criteria are met, my Department will 
approve the exemptions.

The school to which the Deputy refers has engaged in this process with my Department. 
I can also confirm that an application for exemptions, as referenced above, was made by the 
school. However, as the criteria were not met, it was not possible to approve the application. 
The school has been notified of this decision.

Some people with a disability, over the age of 18, and who have complex needs, may require 
specialised support throughout their lives.  Ongoing care and support services within the com-
munity, in a post-school setting, are provided by voluntary or statutory organisations. Respon-
sibility for such care and support rests with the HSE.

Special school staff typically have extensive engagement with parents, HSE multi-disci-
plinary teams and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which involves planning 
for the student’s future, including options for further education, training, employment or other 
placement options subject to the student’s abilities, including the transition to adult services 
when they reach the age of 18 years.

It is important to note that students with complex special educational needs who transfer 
to adult service settings can continue to participate in educational programmes through further 
adult educational programmes or, in adult settings, which are allocated resources towards edu-
cational provision.

I understand that transition between school and post school settings can be a difficult time 
for students with special educational needs and their families and more so this year due to the 
COVID-19 crisis. I am also aware though that transition planning for these students will have 
been well advanced by their schools prior to the school closures.

Since schools closed last March, supports have been provided to schools and teachers en-
gaged in distance learning. In addition to the general guidance, additional support material has 
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also been provided specifically on how schools should provide for the continuity of education 
for children with special educational needs.

21/07/2020WRT05700Student Grant Scheme

21/07/2020WRT05800389. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a per-
son (details supplied) in County Clare will receive a decision on an appeal for a SUSI grant; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16776/20]

21/07/2020WRT05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that SUSI, the grant awarding authority, has advised my officials that the student in question ap-
plied to SUSI on 29th April 2020 for student grant assistance to pursue a one-year Postgraduate 
Diploma Level 9 course in the 2020/21 academic year. She applied as a dependent student and 
provided her mother’s details on her application.

The maximum income threshold for the award of postgraduate funding is €31,500. The as-
sessed reckonable income for the student in question was assessed as €56,314 resulting in her 
application being refused as her reckonable income was over the limit. A letter dated 19th May 
2020 advising of this refusal was issued to student and she was also advised of her right to ap-
peal this decision to the Appeals Officer in SUSI in accordance with section 20 of the Student 
Support Act 2011 and that the appeal must be made within 30 days of receipt of this letter.

The awarding authority has advised that as of the 16th of July 2020, SUSI had not received 
an appeal or review request from this student.

21/07/2020WRU00200School Uniforms

21/07/2020WRU00300390. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools can ignore 
the guidelines of her Department which state that all elements of school uniform should be pur-
chasable from various stores and only iron or sew on crests should be used; the recourse parents 
have if this is ignored; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16777/20]

21/07/2020WRU00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department published 
Circular 32/2017 in 2017, which introduced measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the 
cost of school uniforms and other costs. This includes principles of cost-effective practices to 
be adopted, including generic rather than branded items, use of sew-on or iron-on crests, and all 
elements of a uniform being available from various stores.

The Circular also advises that schools should consult with parents on their views and sug-
gestions on cost reduction initiatives.

Ultimately any decision on school uniforms is a matter for the board of management of each 
school in consultation with parents.

The Education (Student and Parent Charter) Bill 2019, which was published on 10th Sep-
tember 2019, will require each school to implement a Student and Parent Charter in accordance 
with national guidelines to be published by the Minister after consultation with the education 
partners, including the recognised national associations of parents.  The charter legislation will 
include requirements for consultation and engagement with parents and students on matters 
relating to school life including school uniforms.

Specific commitment to progress this Bill has been given in the recently published Pro-
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gramme for Government.

21/07/2020WRU00500Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRU00600391. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of 
contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by her Department and 
each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16838/20]

21/07/2020WRU00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department had a con-
tractual arrangement for the lease of a property and associated costs with the named company 
during the period 1st January, 2016 to 14th July, 2020. The value of the contract for the period 
noted is inclusive of VAT as follows:

Year Value of Contract
2016 €0
2017 €7,092
2018 €9,760
2019 €0
To July 2020 €0
With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information sought is not col-

lated centrally and is a matter for each agency.

21/07/2020WRU00800Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRU00900392. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of 
contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by her Department and 
each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16843/20]

21/07/2020WRU01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department was recently 
established and has not undertaken a contractual arrangement with the named company.

With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information sought is not col-
lated centrally and is a matter for each agency.

21/07/2020WRU01100School Closures

21/07/2020WRU01200393. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
taken to ensure that each school is open fully at the end of August 2020.  [16856/20]

21/07/2020WRU01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The interim public health 
advice received by my Department sets out the key public health requirements that will be re-
quired for a safe full reopening of schools in late August/September and the measures that will 
be required to achieve this.

This public health advice will underpin ongoing engagements with education partners and 
stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guidance for schools in relation to logistical, 
curricular and wellbeing arrangements. The advice also contains important measures required 
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for infection prevention and control to ensure a full return to school is safe for children and staff.

At present my Department is engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form on the requirements to provide funding to schools for measures such as enhanced cleaning 
regimes and PPE. My Department has also arranged for a drawdown framework to be estab-
lished to enable schools purchase hand-sanitisers and PPE for use in the school and classroom. 
The procurement process for this framework has already commenced and it is intended these 
materials will be available in early August.

My Department’s ongoing work with education partners and other key stakeholders on 
guidance for reopening schools is aimed at reducing the burden on schools at a local level by 
providing central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible by the end of July in 
order to allow time for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.

21/07/2020WRU01400Autism Support Services

21/07/2020WRU01500394. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
taken to ensure that ASD classrooms are provided in the Dublin 2, 4 and 6 areas. [16857/20]

21/07/2020WRU01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department.  Significant resources are 
allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are available for children with special 
educational needs.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year, with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The National Council for Special Education has responsibility for coordinating and advis-
ing on the education provision for children nationwide; has well-established structures in place 
for engaging with schools and parents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between 
them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special class placements.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places national to 
meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However, there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.  The legislation con-
tains a procedure through which the capacity of schools in an area can be tested and through 
which ultimately a Ministerial direction can be made requiring a school to make additional 
special education provision available.
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The legislation was used for the first time in 2019, in respect of the Dublin 15 area. Sig-
nificant progress has been made in that area on foot of action taken under Section 37.  A new 
Special School was established and six schools have agreed to open special classes thereby 
meeting the need for additional places in the area. The experience of Dublin 15 shows that real 
and practical challenges can be addressed by working together to provide additional special 
class and special school places.

The legislation was activated for a second time on 29 October 2019 following a report by 
the NCSE which identified children in South Dublin needing special education school places. 
Since then, the NCSE in consultation with the relevant education stakeholders, has been testing 
the capacity amongst schools in the South Dublin area.

On 21 April 2020 my Department received a report from the NCSE, pursuant to Section 
37A(2) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by section 8 of the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Act 2018) in respect of South Dublin, as the NCSE Council remains of the opinion 
that there is an insufficient number of special class and special school places within the South 
Dublin area for September 2020.

The report identifies the schools who it is considered have potential to provide additional 
places.  These schools were identified following an extensive engagement with schools and 
their patron bodies and parents in the area.

Having considered the report, the Minister accepted the opinion of the NCSE and statutory 
notices were served on 39 schools in the area on 26 June last. All schools have been afforded 
the opportunity to make representations in respect of the notices served. Both the notices served 
together with the representations received to date from the school authorities and their Patrons 
have been published on my Department’s website.

I understand that some progress has already been made and the NCSE is working with a 
number of schools to establish classes for this coming school year.

My Department, in conjunction with the NCSE, will continue to work through the next steps 
in this process.

21/07/2020WRU01700State Examinations

21/07/2020WRU01800395. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views 
on a matter regarding a student (details supplied) who has been denied a dyslexia dispensation 
for the leaving certificate despite an independent assessment that verified that they were quite 
dyslexic; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16897/20]

21/07/2020WRU01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the State Examinations Commission 
for direct reply to him.

21/07/2020WRU02000Departmental Expenditure

21/07/2020WRU02100396. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
paid in fees to legal professionals for the purpose of defending a case (details supplied) and 
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other cases of day school sex abuse litigation in each of the years 2011 to 2019 and to date in 
2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16903/20]

21/07/2020WRU02200397. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
paid in fees to legal professionals for the purposes of defending a case (details supplied) and 
other cases of day school sex abuse litigation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16904/20]

21/07/2020WRU02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Claims Agency are 
mandated to manage these cases on behalf of the State. The information sought is currently be-
ing compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

21/07/2020WRU02500School Funding

21/07/2020WRU02600398. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funds available 
to schools for emergency works such as the removal of trees that present health and safety con-
cerns and that may prevent a school from reopening; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16931/20]

21/07/2020WRU02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): If the school authority consid-
ers the works referred to by the Deputy to be a priority, it may use the minor works/capitation 
grant which all primary/post primary schools receive to carry out the works in full, or on a 
phased basis as the grant permits.

Having said the above, it is open to the school to apply for funding for same under my 
Department’s Emergency Works Scheme. It may do so if it believes that the issue in question 
meets the terms and conditions of that scheme, in particular that if the issue is not corrected it 
would prevent the school or part thereof from opening.

Information on applications for funding under this scheme, including its terms and condi-
tions, may be found on the Department’s website at the following web address: https://www.ed-
ucation.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/Building-Works/Emergency-Works/. Officials in my 
Department will consider applications on their own merit should such an application be made.

21/07/2020WRU02800School Uniforms

21/07/2020WRU02900399. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position on 
school uniforms in view of the fact that parents are in the process of purchasing uniforms and 
in further view of reports that schools will have no uniforms for infection control reasons; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16959/20]

21/07/2020WRU03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The interim public health 
advice received by my Department sets out the key public health requirements that will be re-
quired for a safe full reopening of schools in late August/September and the measures that will 
be required to achieve this.

This public health advice will underpin ongoing engagements with education partners and 
stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guidance for schools in relation to logistical, 
curricular and wellbeing arrangements. The advice also contains important measures required 
for infection prevention and control and does not include specific advice on the wearing of 
uniforms. Individual school authorities are responsible for the drawing up of a school policy in 
relation to the wearing of school uniforms.
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The Department recommends that the formulation of such a school policy should allow for 
prior consultation with teachers, parents and pupils where appropriate and enable any concerns 
to be raised and considered.

21/07/2020WRU03100School Curriculum

21/07/2020WRU03200400. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) or an organisation to which they are linked has been party to or had influence on 
the development of sex education programmes in schools; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17006/20]

21/07/2020WRU03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): In April 2018, the then Min-
ister for Education and Skills Mr. Richard Bruton asked the National Council for Curriculum 
and Assessment (NCCA) to undertake a major review of Relationships and Sexuality Education 
(RSE) in schools across all stages of education to ensure that it is fit for purpose and meets the 
needs of young people today in modern Ireland.

The Report on the Review of Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) in primary and 
post-primary schools was published by the NCCA on 11th of December, 2019.

The published report is based on commissioned research and two rounds of extensive con-
sultation, including public consultation.

Neither the individual nor the organisation mentioned by the Deputy has had any contact 
with, or influence on the NCCA in relation to its review of RSE or sex education programmes.

A list of written submissions regarding the review received by the NCCA, along with the 
published NCCA report, can be found on the NCCA website.

21/07/2020WRU03400State Examinations

21/07/2020WRU03500401. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expected date for 
the results of the leaving certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17014/20]

21/07/2020WRU03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A system of Calculated Grades 
was put in place by my predecessor due to the inability to run the normal Leaving Certificate 
examinations. The purpose of this process is to allow as many students as possible to progress 
to employment, further education and training, or higher education in a way that is fair and 
equitable to all Leaving Certificate students.

The results of the Calculated Grades will issue on Monday 7 September which, given the 
need for robust quality assurance procedures, is as close to the traditional date of release of 
Leaving Certificate results as is achievable.  This date is early enough to allow students to re-
ceive Round 1 UCAS offers. Round 1 CAO offers will issue on 11th September. The means by 
which the results will be communicated to the students will be discussed with education stake-
holders over the coming weeks and will be advised to students in advance.

21/07/2020WRU03700State Examinations

21/07/2020WRU03800402. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
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communication of 2020 leaving certificate results will be provided; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [17015/20]

21/07/2020WRU03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A system of Calculated Grades 
was put in place by my predecessor due to the inability to run the normal Leaving Certificate 
examinations. The purpose of this process is to allow as many students as possible to progress 
to employment, further education and training, or higher education in a way that is fair and 
equitable to all Leaving Certificate students.

The results of the Calculated Grades will issue on Monday 7 September which, given the 
need for robust quality assurance procedures, is as close to the traditional date of release of 
Leaving Certificate results as is achievable.  The means by which the results will be communi-
cated to the students will be discussed with education stakeholders over the coming weeks and 
will be advised to students in advance.

21/07/2020WRU04000Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRU04100403. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of new 
primary schools due to open in 2020; and the location of these new schools in tabular form.  
[17016/20]

21/07/2020WRU04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy will be aware, 
since April 2018 the Government announced plans for the establishment of 45 new schools over 
the four years 2019 to 2022. This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises 
carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across 
the country. There are seven new primary schools due to be established in 2020 which are set 
out in the table below.

County School Name School Planning Area to be 
served

Cork Owenabue ETNS Carrigaline
Dublin Gaelscoil na Mara Donabate
Dublin Gaelscoil Lir Newcastle_Rathcoole/Sag-

gart-Citywest
Dublin    Rathcoole ETNS Newcastle_Rathcoole/Rath-

coole
Dublin    Cherrywood ETNS Sallynoggin_Killiney_DLR/

Cherrywood
Dublin    Broadmeadow CNS Swords/North
Meath Dunshaughlin CNS Dunshaughlin

21/07/2020WRU04300School Costs

21/07/2020WRU04400404. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if her attention has 
been drawn to technology companies financially benefiting from schools purchasing devices in 
preparation for blended learning in which schools are requesting parents to pay for devices up 
front, including parents in receipt of social welfare; the suggested recourse for these parents; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17017/20]

21/07/2020WRU04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Decisions regarding the use 
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and deployment of digital technology in schools is a matter for the Board of Management of 
each school. Where the introduction of digital devices is planned, consultation with members 
of the school community including parents is advised. The cost and other implications must be 
fully considered by the Boards of Managements before a decision is made. It is important for 
schools, in conjunction with parents, to retain local autonomy for decisions on the use of digital 
technology, including tablet devices, laptops, and learning platforms, and how best to manage 
their integration into classroom practice reflective of their own context and requirements. In 
making this decision each school should refer to and reflect on the available information.

All purchasing undertaken by schools of exchequer provided funding must be in compli-
ance with Public Procurement Procedures.  Existing ICT purchasing Frameworks are in place 
operated by the Office of Government procurement for Desktop PCs/Notebooks/etc, with ap-
propriately defined technical specifications.  These Frameworks should be engaged with and 
taken advantage of as they simplify the process of purchasing ICT equipment for schools.

The Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) 
offers advice to schools and have developed an advice sheets on digital technology in educa-
tion, including on the adoption of Laptops and tablets in schools. The information on their 
website outlines what these devices can offer schools to support teaching, learning and assess-
ment, and facilitate students’ active learning and collaboration. Specific items for consideration 
including software and hardware requirements, purchasing regulations, are addressed in the 
support information.

I am keenly aware of the challenges faced by educators and parents, in relation to costs of 
digital technology, including Laptop/tablet devices, and my Department continues to work to 
help support schools and families meet these costs. In 2017 a circular letter issued to schools 
with measures to be adopted to reduce the cost of school uniforms and other costs. This circular 
also instructed schools to consult with parents and their school community on the issue of en-
suring costs are reasonable for parents, and how to avoid costs acting as a barrier. This circular 
specified that wherever possible, generic rather than branded items should be specified (e.g. 
uniform, clothing, IT tablets, sports equipment etc.).

My Department has put in place a range of supports for schools, teachers, pupils and parents 
to ensure development of appropriate policies and to raise awareness around the appropriate use 
of digital technology including the publication of the circular referred to requiring consultation 
on the issue of the use of digital devices in schools.

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020, sets out a plan to embed the use of digital 
technology in teaching, learning and assessment, and affirms that the use of digital technology 
can enhance the teaching and learning experience. The Strategy recognises that schools require 
investment in their ICT infrastructure. Funding of €210m has been committed to support the 
implementation of this strategy with €110m issued over the last three years and a further €50m 
has recently been issued in respect of the 2019-2020 school year.

In the context of the current public health crisis the funding can be focussed on assisting 
schools to address ICT needs including devices, software and other ICT solutions to support the 
provision of remote learning.  This can include the purchase of ICT devices that can be shared 
with students who do not have access to devices, essential learning platforms and other ICT 
infrastructure to support the provision of remote learning.

21/07/2020WRU04600State Examinations
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21/07/2020WRU04700405. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the leaving cer-
tificate results and CAO offers can be issued on the same day in recognition of the already high 
levels of stress endured by the 2020 leaving certificate students.  [17018/20]

21/07/2020WRU04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): A system of Calculated Grades 
was put in place by my predecessor due to the inability to run the normal Leaving Certificate 
examinations. The purpose of this process is to allow as many students as possible to progress 
to employment, further education and training, or higher education in a way that is fair and 
equitable to all Leaving Certificate students.

The results of the Calculated Grades will issue on Mon 7th September which, given the need 
for robust quality assurance procedures, is as close to the traditional date of release of Leaving 
Certificate results as is achievable. The means by which the results will be communicated to 
the students will be discussed with education stakeholders over the coming weeks and will be 
advised to students in advance.

It is expected that first round of CAO offers will issue on 11th September. The CAO’s 
process of calculated points and generating first round offers takes some time, and in order 
to release Calculated Grades results and CAO offers simultaneously the release of Calculated 
Grades would have to be delayed. The decision was made to release the results of Calculated 
Grades when they are available, with a gap of four days before the release of CAO first round 
offers.

Higher education institutions are autonomous with regard to management of their academic 
affairs including admissions procedures. The CAO process applications for undergraduate, and 
some postgraduate, courses on behalf of the HEIs.  Decisions on admissions are made by the 
HEIs who then instruct the CAO to make offers to successful candidates. As such, neither I nor 
my Department have any role in relation to the timing of CAO offers.

21/07/2020WRU04900School Textbooks

21/07/2020WRU05000406. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans for the 
free schoolbook pilot in September 2020; if the 50 schools have been selected; if so, the details 
of the selection process; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17019/20]

21/07/2020WRU05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Additional funding of €1 
million provided under Budget 2020 was allocated to 102 Primary DEIS schools for a new 
pilot programme which aims to provide free school books for the 2020/21 school year. This 
was announced in January of this year and further information including the selection process 
is available on my Departments website at https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-
Releases/2020-press-releases/PR20-01-09.html.

The aim of this pilot is to provide free schoolbooks for students in the schools involved, 
and to support these schools in eliminating the cost of schoolbooks for parents. It will run for 
a period of one year and its effectiveness and impact will be monitored and evaluated before 
any decision is made as regards its possible extension or continuation. Under Circular 46/2013, 
DEIS schools receive a book grant of €21 per student.  This pilot will provide an additional €64 
per student to increase the overall book grant rate to €85 per student enrolled in the school.  This 
additional funding issued to schools in May 2020.

A list of the 102 participating schools is published on the Department of Education and 
Skills website and can be found at this link: https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Ser-
vices/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/school-book-pilot-scheme-2020.



Questions - Written Answers

198

pdf

As the Deputy is aware, my Department provides a book grant to all recognised primary and 
post primary schools within the Free Education Scheme in order to provide assistance for books 
including Book Rental Schemes. Under this scheme, the Department provided funding of €16.9 
million in 2019 to all of these schools.

Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 366.

21/07/2020WRU05300Third Level Admissions

21/07/2020WRU05400408. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of stu-
dents who were successful in their applications to the national alternative entry schemes for stu-
dents with disabilities and students from low socio-economic backgrounds, DARE and HEAR, 
for the past two years in tabular form. [17021/20]

21/07/2020WRU05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The HEAR and DARE 
schemes are operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA) and regulated by the higher 
education institutions themselves. As such, the Department of Education and Skills has no role 
in the policy criteria of the scheme. 

Admissions under the HEAR and DARE schemes are regulated by the higher education 
institutions themselves. Each institution determines its own admissions policy in relation to the 
schemes, the number of places they reserve and the allocation of those places.

Applications to both schemes are submitted to the Central Applications Office (CAO) who 
coordinate the scheme for participating institutions.  

However, my colleagues have made contact with the IUA and the information you requested 
is available in the attached table.

Number of DARE and HEAR Successful candidates
Number of  Successful Candidates 
2019

Number of  Successful Candidates 
2018

DARE 4073 3646
HEAR 3947 3369

21/07/2020WRU05600School Transport

21/07/2020WRU05700409. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills if social 
distancing will be a requirement on school transport; if so, when guidelines about these require-
ments will be issued; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17032/20]

21/07/2020WRU05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
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over €219m in 2019.

I recently welcomed the publication of interim public health advice from the Health Pro-
tection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) in relation to the reopening of schools.  Engagement with 
stakeholders on the public health advice and planning process for both primary and post-prima-
ry schools will continue over the coming weeks.

With regard to the reopening of schools for the 2020/21 academic year, my Department is 
currently engaging intensively with Bus Éireann, the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport and the National Transport Authority on the logistical considerations that arise from pub-
lic health advice in planning for the reopening of schools.  The operation of school transport 
services in September 2020 will be informed by the outcome of this planning for reopening 
schools.

21/07/2020WRV00200School Accommodation

21/07/2020WRV00300410. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
providing temporary accommodation for primary schools, including the renting of sites and al-
located buildings for each of the past five years by county in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17035/20]

21/07/2020WRV00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by 
the Deputy is not readily available in the format requested.  However, the information is being 
collated by officials in my Department and will be made available to the Deputy very shortly.

21/07/2020WRV00500School Accommodation

21/07/2020WRV00600411. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 
providing temporary accommodation for post-primary schools, including the renting of sites 
and allocated buildings for each of the past five years by county in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17036/20]

21/07/2020WRV00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by 
the Deputy is not readily available in the format requested.  However, the information is being 
collated by officials in my Department and will be made available to the Deputy very shortly.

21/07/2020WRV00800Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRV00900412. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a school (details supplied); if the school will be ready for pupils in August 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17050/20]

21/07/2020WRV01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project to 
which the Deputy refers is due to be ready for occupation for the school year 2020/2021.

21/07/2020WRV01100Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRV01200413. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of a 
school (details supplied); if the school will be ready for the students for the beginning of the 
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2020-21 school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17072/20]

21/07/2020WRV01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware 
that the project to which she refers has been devolved to Westmeath County Council (WCC) 
for delivery.

The new school building for the project is over 97% complete.  There continues to be a very 
close engagement between WCC and its design team, the Department of Education and Skills 
(DES) and the contractor in relation to getting the remaining elements of work completed dur-
ing the summer to enable the school reopen for the coming school year.

In that respect, officials from my Department and WCC, assisted by its design team, met 
with the contractor recently in the context of the dispute resolution processes of the Public 
Works Contract. This meeting generated a very positive outcome by way of agreement between 
the parties of a roadmap for completion by the end of July of the remaining works necessary to 
allow the school to open in September.  Both WCC and the Department of Education and Skills 
now have much greater confidence that this will be achieved.

21/07/2020WRV01400School Admissions

21/07/2020WRV01500414. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills the boarding schools 
by county that will see an end to or a significant reduction in the number of boarders they will be 
allowed to take in when the new school term commences in September 2020 due to the ongo-
ing social distancing protocols; and the details of the supports she plans to provide for board-
ing schools to assist them to make up the financial shortfall from the reduction in the intake of 
borders, in tabular form. [17080/20]

21/07/2020WRV01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The interim public health 
advice received by my Department sets out the key public health requirements that will be re-
quired for a safe full reopening of schools in late August/September and the measures that will 
be required to achieve this.

The residential element of boarding schools are privately run operations and do not fall 
within the remit of my Department. Consequently, the information requested by the Deputy is 
not available.  Schools must ensure that on reopening the boarding element of a school adheres 
to public health advice, the government’s Roadmap for reopening society and business, and the 
Return to Work Safely protocol.

This public health advice will underpin ongoing engagements with education partners and 
stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guidance for schools in relation to logistical, 
curricular and wellbeing arrangements. This ongoing work includes consideration of financial 
supports and providing a drawdown framework to be established to enable schools purchase 
hand-sanitisers and PPE for use in the school and classroom. The procurement process for this 
framework has already commenced and it is intended these materials will be available in early 
August.

My Department’s ongoing work with education partners and other key stakeholders on 
guidance for reopening schools is aimed at reducing the burden on schools at a local level by 
providing central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible by the end of July in 
order to allow time for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.

21/07/2020WRV01700School Accommodation
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21/07/2020WRV01800415. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an accelerated 
system for schools to get access to additional classroom space such as prefabs will be provided 
in order to accommodate social distancing for their return in September 2020.  [17112/20]

21/07/2020WRV01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): There has been a lot of en-
gagement between my Department and stakeholders in relation to reopening in September and 
this engagement is ongoing.  My Department’s number one priority, and the wider school sector 
is to reopen our schools as fully, normally and safely as possible at the start of the new school 
year.  The Department and stakeholders are collectively focused on working through the detail 
on what the return to school will look like for all schools. The public health guidance is clear 
that we must maximise the space within the classroom to facilitate the pupils in the classroom 
and maximise the space within the existing school building in the first instance.

The range of school settings presents both opportunities and challenges.  Flexibility and 
agility in how we respond is key.  My Department is working through with school managers, 
leaders and staff on how best they can be supported to not only open schools but to ensure they 
remain open.

21/07/2020WRV02000School Accommodation

21/07/2020WRV02100416. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education and Skills if clear guidance 
will be provided that classroom space designated for ASD or other special needs units will not 
be appropriated by schools out of necessity to accommodate social distancing, thus negating the 
pedagogical and social benefits of the separate units.  [17113/20]

21/07/2020WRV02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Public health advice for the 
reopening of schools and educational facilities underpins the important work of ongoing en-
gagements with education partners and stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guid-
ance for schools to ensure the return to school is safe for children and staff.

The guidance for schools, when fully developed, will include templates that can be used by 
schools as a guide to reconfigure classrooms in line with the physical distancing requirements 
published in the interim public health advice.  This will include guidance for ASD and other 
special needs units.

It is envisaged that this guidance will be finalised by the end of July in order to allow time 
for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.

21/07/2020WRV02300School Transport

21/07/2020WRV02400417. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will enhance 
the school transport remote area grant to cover the real costs for children who live on islands 
but go to school on the mainland. [17114/20]

21/07/2020WRV02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/2020 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with 
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special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €219m in 2019.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Schemes children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest 
national or reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending their nearest post primary school/
education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and 
language.

An eligible child for whom no transport service is available may, following an application 
for transport within prescribed time limits, receive a Remote Area Grant towards the cost of 
private transport arrangements. This grant is also payable for eligible children who may have to 
travel 3.2 kms or more to or from a designated pick up/set down point.

The grant amount is distance related and is payable annually at a fixed daily rate, to each 
eligible family, regardless of the number of children from the same family, travelling to a par-
ticular school.

There are no plans to change the rate of the remote area grant.

21/07/2020WRV02600Student Accommodation

21/07/2020WRV02700418. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
she will introduce to provide protections for third level students in circumstances in which 
many are expected to pay accommodation deposits and a number of months’ rent up front when 
it is not clear whether they will be attending their colleges for classes in the coming term; if 
she will ensure that legislative protections are introduced to ensure that those providing student 
accommodation cannot take advantage of students in view of the current circumstances; if her 
attention has been drawn to the large demands being placed on students for payments up front 
despite the fact that many received no refunds for last term; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [17127/20]

21/07/2020WRV02800424. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has engaged 
with universities and institutes of technology on rental options for those who will have to split 
time for remote learning and face-to-face learning; and if she will intervene in the student rental 
market on costs and guarantees. [17257/20]

21/07/2020WRV02900427. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps she will 
take for those students who have already entered into lease agreements with landlords for the 
2020-21 academic year; and the position if they are informed that their course material will be 
delivered remotely and they are no longer in need of the rental accommodation. [17260/20]

21/07/2020WRV03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 418, 424 and 427 together.

The national co-ordination group for tertiary education is meeting on a regular basis to 
consider key issues impacting the tertiary sector, including arrangements for re-opening insti-
tutions. These arrangements will be dependent on public health advice, and will be communi-
cated to learners as soon as possible.

Student accommodation license terms including cost, duration, refund and cancellation pol-
icies should be set out in the license agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. 
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While I would hope that accommodation providers would show flexibility to students in the 
current times, agreements between students and accommodation providers are a private matter, 
and neither I nor my Department have any remit to issue instructions in relation to the private 
rental market.

21/07/2020WRV03100School Management

21/07/2020WRV03200419. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills if boarding for stu-
dents in a school (details supplied) is ending; the possible financial implications for the school; 
and if the decision will result in the subsequent redundancies of catering and household staff 
due to the lack of protocols for the operation of boarding schools when the new term com-
mences in September 2020.  [17178/20]

21/07/2020WRV03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the issues raised is a matter for the school authority and not a matter for my Department.

21/07/2020WRV03400School Equipment

21/07/2020WRV03500420. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if PPE will be 
provided for teachers upon their return to classrooms; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [17180/20]

21/07/2020WRV03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The interim public health 
advice received by my Department sets out the key public health requirements that will be re-
quired for a safe full reopening of schools in late August/September and the measures that will 
be required to achieve this.

This public health advice will underpin ongoing engagements with education partners and 
stakeholders in terms of planning and providing guidance for schools in relation to logistical, 
curricular and wellbeing arrangements. The advice also contains important measures required 
for infection prevention and control to ensure a full return to school is safe for children and staff.

My Department has also arranged for a drawdown framework to be established to enable 
schools purchase hand-sanitisers and PPE for use in the school and classroom. The procurement 
process for this framework has already commenced and it is intended these materials will be 
available in early August.

My Department’s ongoing work with education partners and other key stakeholders on 
guidance for reopening schools is aimed at reducing the burden on schools at a local level by 
providing central guidance and supports to the greatest extent possible by the end of July in 
order to allow time for schools to implement the necessary arrangements locally.

21/07/2020WRV03700Research and Development

21/07/2020WRV03800421. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education and Skills her views on set-
ting up a register of capabilities in which companies operating here could record details of the 
type of industry they are in, the research and development and production facilities they have 
and the experience, skills and qualifications their technical persons have in order to enable 
a university or researcher to tap into industry facilities and expertise to build on their initial 
laboratory-based research; her views on linking joining the register and keeping records up to 
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date with the research and development tax credit regime in order that a company that wants to 
claim the tax credit in future years has to be on the register and has to certify that their details 
are up to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17227/20]

21/07/2020WRV03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Innovation 2020, Ireland’s 
national strategy for research and development, science and technology recognises the need 
for greater collaboration between enterprises and the public research system, including the 
higher education institutions (HEIs).  Collaboration is necessary to create the critical mass for 
world-leading research in many disciplines. Government agencies including Enterprise Ireland, 
Knowledge Transfer Ireland, Science Foundation Ireland and the Irish research Council are 
proactive in this area with their enterprise-facing schemes.

Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI) is the national office that helps enterprises to benefit 
from access to Irish expertise and technology by making it simple to connect and engage with 
the research base in Ireland.  KTI works with business, investors, universities, Institutes of 
Technology, State research organisations, research funders and government agencies to maxi-
mise access to State-funded technology, ideas and expertise in order to drive innovation.

Mobility between industry and academia forges important linkages between research and 
innovation performers and is a vital element of a researcher’s development, providing the op-
portunities to gain first-hand experience in a commercial research environment while also pro-
viding industry with access to highly specialised trained researchers from the HEIs. Through 
Innovation 2020 there is enhanced existing support for the bilateral flow of researchers between 
academia and industry through programmes including the Science Foundation Ireland Industry 
Fellowship and the Irish Research Council Employment-based Postgraduate and Enterprise 
Partnership programmes.

In relation to the establishment of a skills and facilities register of the type referred to, there 
is a need to be cognisant of the commercial sensitivities of industry with regard to an open reg-
ister detailing information of research and development activities.  In addition, as most compa-
nies in this area are SMEs, a considerable proportion may not have the capacity to facilitate the 
type of university/researcher access outlined.  As such, any initiative of this type could perhaps 
only practicably operate on a voluntary basis.

Research and Development Tax Credit is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.

21/07/2020WRV04000State Examinations

21/07/2020WRV04100422. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans 
regarding leaving certificate students who have missed tuition (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [17232/20]

21/07/2020WRV04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Following the school closure 
in March 2020, my Department published a range of guidance to assist schools and teachers in 
ensuring continuity of teaching and learning for students as well as supporting their wellbeing 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

This guidance aimed, inter alia, to ensure regular engagement of students in lessons, tasks 
and learning experiences across the range of curriculum subjects, provision of regular assign-
ments and regular, practical, supportive and customised feedback on work submitted.

Schools adopted various ways to engage with their students in accordance with the tech-
nology and broadband resources available in school and at home, including by post, e-mails, 
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communication apps, the school website, use of other digital communicative platforms, includ-
ing live meetings. Schools were asked to be conscious of pupils who may not have access to 
online facilities and to adapt approaches so that these pupils continued to have the opportunity 
to participate in learning.

The aim of these distance learning approaches, the guidance which issued to all schools and 
the regular engagement with students, was to ensure that students stayed connected with and 
progressed their learning.  These actions will, therefore, have helped to minimise the impact of 
school closure.  The reopening in time for the start of the new school year remains a top priority 
for my Department.

In the context of planning for a return to school which is underway, the Department recently 
published a report to Government on Planning for reopening schools in line with the Roadmap 
for reopening. This report is available on my Department’s website.

It is recognised that schools continue to be best placed to make decisions about how to sup-
port and educate all their learners during this period. My Department will continue to collabo-
rate with the NCCA to develop guidance to schools to assist them in their planning for the next 
school year so as to ensure that curricular priorities are delivered and that teaching and learning 
is optimal in these circumstances, guided at all times by public health advice.

Students going into sixth year in post primary schools are a group that will receive a particu-
lar focus in the context of their preparations for the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2021. 
The State Examinations Commission (SEC) has statutory responsibility for the operation of the 
state examinations. My Department will engage with the SEC and the NCCA in the develop-
ment of fair and robust assessment arrangements in relation to both the Junior Cycle and Leav-
ing Certificate examinations for 2021.

My Department is acutely aware of the challenges faced by students at this difficult time, 
and how the current circumstances will continue to present challenges into the future. The wel-
fare of students is, and will continue to be, front and centre in all decision making.

21/07/2020WRV04300Third Level Education

21/07/2020WRV04400423. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has met 
universities and institutes of technology regarding whether specific course material will be de-
livered either face-to-face or remotely. [17256/20]

21/07/2020WRV04500425. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she has engaged 
with universities and institutes of technology on the way in which library services will be deliv-
ered under social distancing.  [17258/20]

21/07/2020WRV04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 423 and 425 together.

To assist with the development of plans for the reopening and operation of higher education 
in an environment that may require social distancing and other public health requirements, the 
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science is engaging 
with relevant stakeholders from the higher education sector, and this has included meetings 
with the Minister. The importance of informing students of arrangements for the new semester 
in a timely manner forms part of these discussions and all those involved are committed to this. 
This work is ongoing, and it is hoped that a communication for the sector will be published later 
this month.
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However, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are autonomous institutions and are entitled 
to regulate their own academic affairs and administrative processes. Decisions on how courses 
and campus services will operate will be made by each institution, and arrangements will vary 
between institutions and between courses. The HEIs will communicate the arrangements for the 
new academic year to students as soon as these arrangements have been finalised. Questions on 
arrangements for a specific institution or course should be directed to the institution in question.

Question No. 424 answered with Question No. 418.

Question No. 425 answered with Question No. 423.

21/07/2020WRV04900Student Grant Scheme

21/07/2020WRV05000426. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will raise the 
threshold for postgraduate SUSI grants to allow for the economic uncertainty due to Covid-19.  
[17259/20]

21/07/2020WRV05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for the centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student 
Universal Support Ireland) to determine.

For the 20/21 academic year student grant applications will be assessed based on gross in-
come from all sources for the period 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019.

Postgraduate students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of grant un-
der the Student Grant Scheme are eligible for a maintenance grant of up to €5,915; the income 
threshold in 2020/21 for this grant is €24,500. Qualifying postgraduate students may also be 
eligible to have their tuition fees paid up to a maximum fee limit of €6,270.

Alternatively, a postgraduate student may qualify to have a €2,000 contribution made 
towards the cost of his/her fees. The income threshold for this payment is €31,500 for the 
2020/2021 academic year.

If a student or party to their application experiences a change in circumstances that is not a 
temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future they can apply to SUSI to 
have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision.

In the case of a change of circumstances all household income, and not just the income of 
the person experiencing the change, will be assessed/reassessed on the basis of the current year 
(2020). Any award or adjustment will take effect from the month in which the change occurred.  
This provision may benefit some students whose income has fallen in 2020 due to Covid-19 
issues.

My Department is fully aware of the difficulties being experienced by students and their 
families as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. A working group on mitigating educational 
disadvantage is supporting ongoing responses to what is an evolving situation, to ensure the 
continuation of crucial funding sources such as SUSI grants, the 1916 Bursary Scheme, the 
Student Assistant Fund, Fund for Students with a disability and other allowances. All stakehold-
ers in this group have worked to support learners without access to sufficient technology and to 
ensure the continuation of services offered by access and disability offices, guidance counsel-
lors and counselling services.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
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support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists full-time and part-time students, 
in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third 
level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are available from the Ac-
cess Office in the third level institution attended. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise 
the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the 
COVID-19 situation.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from students’ local Tax Offices or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie.

Question No. 427 answered with Question No. 418.

21/07/2020WRV05300Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRV05400428. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Skills when necessary 
remedial works will commence on a school (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17272/20]

21/07/2020WRV05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has commis-
sioned and just this week received a report with estimated costing to carry out comprehensive 
repairs on the roof of the school referred to by the Deputy. The Department is also awaiting a 
report with costings on the sewerage system at the school which is due in very shortly.

Once these reports have been examined, decisions will be made in respect of what remedial 
works are required and when these can be carried out.

The Board of Management of Gaelscoil na Cruaiche is being kept informed of all develop-
ments.

21/07/2020WRV05600Departmental Funding

21/07/2020WRV05700429. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if she will con-
tinue to fund an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[17306/20]

21/07/2020WRV05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): For over 20 years, my Depart-
ment, has provided funding to the organisation referred to by the Deputy towards the day-to-
day expenses of the community-based drug rehabilitation project in question by way of an an-
nual grant.  The grant allocation is approved on an annual basis with the conditions of funding 
set out in the annual allocation letter which includes full compliance with the provisions of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014.

The circular outlines the public financial management principles, procedures, and additional 
reporting requirements that must be followed in the governance of grant funding as well as 
compliance with all public financial procedures and legislation. The overall principle is that 
there should be transparency and accountability in the management of public money in line 
with economy, efficiency and effectiveness. To ensure compliance with these requirements, as 
grantor, my Department must ensure that it has an effective grant-funding supervision regime in 
place for all of the grants it administers to inform evidence based decision making and to ensure 
it achieves best value for money in the use of public monies.
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In line with its obligations as grantor, my Department carried out a review of funding of the 
project in 2011 and has since then provided over €1.3 million in funding for the project.

In correspondence with the organisation in 2019 my Department advised that it was plan-
ning a review of funding of the project as one of a number of grants under similar review.  The 
review commenced in Quarter 4, 2019 and it was intended to complete the series of reviews by 
the end Quarter 1, 2020.  However, owing to COVID-19 this has not been possible.

I am pleased to confirm that my Department will continue to fund the project in 2020 pend-
ing completion of the review. In this regard, three quarterly instalments of the 2020 grant have 
been paid to the organisation, the most recent having been paid last month.

21/07/2020WRW00200School Transport

21/07/2020WRW00300430. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an additional 
school bus will be provided for the 42 children in the Watergrasshill, County Cork, catchment 
area who have to travel to a secondary school in Fermoy, County Cork, in view of the fact that 
the secondary school in their catchment area does not have the capacity to accommodate them; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17320/20]

21/07/2020WRW00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a signifi-
cant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2019/2020 year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special 
educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over 
€219m in 2019.

Children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application and 
payment process on time will be accommodated on school transport services where such ser-
vices are in operation.

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application and 
payment process on time, will be considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children 
have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by 
Bus Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention 
of school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits.

Because of the nature of concessionary transport for non-eligible children and the priority 
of providing places for eligible children, there may be an excess of demand over supply for 
concessionary places, in these cases Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for spare seats using a 
random selection process.

In cases where the Department is satisfied that the nearest school is full, eligibility for 
school transport will be determined based on the distance that children reside from their next 
nearest school having regard to ethos and language. If a family has further information in regard 
to the closest school being full they should contact School Transport Section of my Department. 
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Further information in this regard is available on my Department’s website at https://www.edu-
cation.ie/en/Parents/Services/School-Transport/FAQs.html.

All school transport services are reviewed over the summer months. Arising from this re-
view, routes may be altered, extended or withdrawn depending on the number and location of 
eligible children who will be availing of school transport for the upcominmg school year.

21/07/2020WRW00500Autism Support Services

21/07/2020WRW00600431. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills her plans to provide 
ASD units to secondary schools and feeder schools in Bray, County Wicklow.  [17354/20]

21/07/2020WRW00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department.  Significant resources are 
allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are available for children with special 
educational needs.

A list of special classes for the current school year, including special classes for children 
with autism, is available on the National Council for Special Education’s (NCSE) website.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year, with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

Wicklow has 54 primary special classes and 14 post primary special classes. This includes 
6 new special classes (5 primary and 1 post primary) established for 2020/21 all of which cur-
rently have vacancies.

Bray has 9 primary schools, 4 of which have special classes including 3 special classes 
for children with autism. Bray has 7 post primary schools of which 2 have a special class for 
children with autism. Bray also has 2 special schools: Marino Special School, which caters for 
students with Physical Disabilities and Autism, and Newcourt Special School, which caters for 
students with Multiple Disability and Autism.

Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) throughout the country engage with schools 
on an ongoing basis in regard to the establishment of new special classes to meet the identified 
need for special classes in particular areas and will continue to engage with schools in Bray and 
Wicklow generally to respond to any increases in demand for special classes in the area.
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21/07/2020WRW00800Student Grant Scheme

21/07/2020WRW00900432. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if mature appli-
cants to third level colleges living at home with their parents due to lack of affordable housing 
options can be means-assessed independently for the SUSI grant and not as dependants on their 
parents’ household income; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17405/20]

21/07/2020WRW01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision on eligibility for 
student grant applications is a matter for the centralised grant awarding authority, SUSI (Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland).

For student grant purposes, students are categorised according to their circumstances either 
as students dependent on parents or a legal guardian, or as independent mature students.

A student may be assessed as an independent student (i.e. assessed without reference to pa-
rental income and address) if he/she has attained the age of 23 on the 1st of January of the year 
of first entry to an approved course, and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from the 
previous 1st October. Otherwise, he/she would be assessed as a dependent student, i.e. assessed 
with reference to parental income and address.

Only in exceptional cases, where compelling evidence of estrangement from parents/guard-
ians is provided, can candidates who are under 23 be assessed without reference to their par-
ents/guardians income or address.  Applicants who do not meet the criteria to be assessed as an 
independent student for grant purposes, or who cannot supply the necessary documentation to 
establish independent living for the required period, may still apply to SUSI to have their grant 
eligibility assessed as a dependent student. The relevant information, including details of pa-
rental income, would be required by SUSI to determine grant eligibility as a dependent student.

It is important to note that each year a significant number of student grant applicants are as-
sessed as ‘independent’ students and awarded student supports on that basis.

There are no plans at present to change these eligibility arrangements.

21/07/2020WRW01100Emergency Works Scheme

21/07/2020WRW01200433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on an emergency works application by a school (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17419/20]

21/07/2020WRW01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has made the application under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme to which he refers.  The school has been requested to supply additional information in 
relation to the application and this has not yet been received. A decision on the matter cannot be 
made until this information has been supplied.

21/07/2020WRW01400Schools Building Projects

21/07/2020WRW01500434. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school (details supplied) moving to new premises; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [17432/20]

21/07/2020WRW01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Dep-
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uty refers opened in September 2019 in interim accommodation in a building at Kill Lane, Kill 
of the Grange, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, and there is sufficient accommodation to cater for the 
school for this coming academic year 2020/21.

In relation to the permanent school site, a number of site options have been identified which 
are now being comprehensively assessed. Once a preferred site option has been identified, ne-
gotiations with the landowner in respect of the proposed acquisition of this site will commence.

21/07/2020WRW01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRW01800435. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if consideration has been given to the creation of a simple back-to-work Covid-19 scheme 
(details supplied). [16716/20]

21/07/2020WRW01900437. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to ensure that all those involved in the music industry, such as musicians, giggers, 
roadies, agents, technicians, sound technicians, ticket sellers and so on, can survive until ready 
to commence another tourist season; if she will raise the case of many of these professionals 
who have seen their Covid-19 payments reduced to a level on which many of them cannot sur-
vive; and if she can advocate for them. [16924/20]

21/07/2020WRW02000438. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to maintain Covid-19 payments to artists at the higher rate until such time as 
the economy has recovered; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17138/20]

21/07/2020WRW02100439. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to maintain Covid-19 payments at the higher rate to those involved in the 
entertainment industry until such time as mass gatherings are permitted; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [17139/20]

21/07/2020WRW02200445. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if assurances will be given to persons who work in the events industry in cases in which 
their business is continuously impacted by cancellations and-or reduced capacity; and if there 
is a provision to allow for the continuation of the pandemic unemployment payment in this 
regard. [17327/20]

21/07/2020WRW02300450. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address the anomaly in the pandemic unemployment payment in the case of 
musicians who despite having had proven earnings in excess of €350 per week in 2019 are now 
on the reduced rate of €203. [16513/20]

21/07/2020WRW02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 435, 437 to 439, inclusive, 445 and 450 together.

The COVID-19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency mea-
sure to meet the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. The Government has set employment recovery as its top priority and the jobs stimu-
lus package to be announced later this month will assist people back into work. Any further 
changes to the pandemic unemployment payment will be considered in that context.

A two-level payment structure to link the payment to gross prior earnings was recently in-
troduced. Where an employee’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher there is no change 
to their rate of payment.  If their gross weekly earnings were under €200 the rate of the pan-
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demic unemployment payment was adjusted to €203.  Where a person is self-employed their 
average weekly income for 2018 was used to determine their rate of payment for the pandemic 
unemployment payment. This is the last tax year for which complete data on self-employed 
income is available.

The conditions for receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment are that a person must 
have lost their employment due to the pandemic and are now fully unemployed. A self-em-
ployed person must have suffered a collapse in their trading income to the extent that they are 
available to take up other full-time work. Where a self-employed individual has regular em-
ployment or it generates significant income, then they should close their pandemic unemploy-
ment payment on the basis that they do not satisfy the conditions for the payment. In cases of 
doubt where emergency or sporadic work is undertaken, an individual should discuss the matter 
with the Department.

If a person is ineligible for the pandemic unemployment payment as they are engaged in em-
ployment, they may be entitled to support under the jobseekers benefit or jobseekers allowance 
scheme depending on their individual circumstances. A person in receipt of a jobseeker’s pay-
ment may take up employment but they must be unemployed for at least 4 days in 7 consecutive 
days to be eligible for a payment and continue to satisfy the other qualifying conditions of the 
schemes. Jobseekers benefit (self-employed) is available for self-employed people who have 
ceased trading and is not available while a person is engaged in self-employment.

The Enterprise Support Grant has recently been extended and will be made available to 
small business owners who transition from the pandemic unemployment payment to reopen 
their business. The grant, of up to €1,000, will be payable to self-employed micro enterprises 
which employ fewer than 10 people, have an annual turnover of less than €1 million and are 
not eligible for support from the COVID 19 Business Restart Grant or other similar business 
reopening grants. The Department is developing the systems to put it into effect and will com-
municate how to access the grant in the coming weeks.

I trust that this clarifies the matter.

21/07/2020WRW02500Youth Unemployment

21/07/2020WRW02600436. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the steps being taken to ensure that long-term youth unemployment does not become a 
consequence of the Covid-19 recession. [16852/20]

21/07/2020WRW02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Government policy to reduce youth unemployment is twofold:

- to create an environment in which business can succeed and create jobs; and

- to ensure that as many of these new jobs and other vacancies that arise in our economy are 
filled by people taken from the Live Register, including young people.

Providing education and employment opportunities to young jobseekers forms a central 
tenet of my Department’s Pathways to Work strategy and has been effective in reducing youth 
unemployment from a peak of over 30 percent in 2012 to a rate of 9.3 percent in the fourth quar-
ter of 2019.  Moreover, Ireland’s youth unemployment rate has been significantly lower than 
the EU27 rate for a number of years now, which highlights the progress that had been made in 
Ireland’s labour market recovery in recent years.
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However, against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting labour market 
conditions, the CSO estimated youth unemployment to be at 12.8 percent for June, with the 
COVID-adjusted rate at just over 45 percent.  This COVID-adjusted rate is considered to be the 
upper bound, as all claimants of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment who are not already 
included on the Live Register are classified as unemployed.

While planning for economic recovery it is crucial that we provide young people with ho-
listic supports to assist them back to work and support new young entrants to compete for job 
vacancies in a competitive labour market.  We must also not forget our disadvantaged youths 
who were unemployed prior to the pandemic and face significant barriers to work.

Building and enhancing the skills of the workforce will be an important element of econom-
ic recovery, having regard to the skills currently in demand and those likely to be in demand by 
employers in the future. SOLAS are working in partnership with officials in my Department to 
develop an agile response which brings together and builds on existing further education and 
training expertise and resources to provide the recently unemployed cohort with the ‘Skills to 
Compete’ in the labour market.  This activation initiative will support young people to develop 
their transversal skills and increase employability; build digital competency so as to flourish in 
the changing world of work; and participate in specific training targeting growth sectors and 
occupations.

Intreo, the public employment service which provides job search and activation supports, 
will maintain a close relationship with SOLAS and the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) 
at a national and local level to identify appropriate opportunities for referral to re-skilling and 
upskilling opportunities for young jobseekers.

Questions Nos. 437 to 439, inclusive, answered with Question No. 435.

21/07/2020WRW03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRW03200440. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to reports that an airline (details supplied) is refusing to 
sign social welfare forms for workers in order that workers on reduced hours or the temporary 
wage subsidy scheme can apply to her Department for welfare supports; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [17141/20]

21/07/2020WRW03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department is aware of the current situation in the airline referred to where workers are be-
ing placed on reduced hours and are in receipt of the temporary wage subsidy scheme.

To qualify for a jobseeker’s payment a person must satisfy all of the qualifying conditions 
for the scheme.  Jobseeker’s payments operate on the basis of days of unemployment.  A person 
in receipt of  the temporary wage subsidy scheme is considered to be in employment on the days 
for which it is paid by their employer.  Accordingly, jobseeker’s is not payable for any days for 
which a person is in receipt of the temporary wage subsidy scheme, but may be paid for any 
days of unemployment where the wage subsidy scheme is not paid.

My Department does not comment on individual cases but I can confirm that officials are 
engaging with the company referred to by the Deputy to resolve the matter.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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21/07/2020WRW03400Job Losses

21/07/2020WRW03500441. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she has engaged with an airline (details supplied), workers and their trade unions on 
the possibility of job losses at the airline. [17142/20]

21/07/2020WRW03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My sincere thoughts are with all employers and employees faced with the prospect of forced re-
structuring and redundancies at this difficult time.  Many sectors and industries have been badly 
affected by the measures the Irish Government, like many other governments across the globe, 
has had to take in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is probably fair to say that sectors as-
sociated with travel, tourism and aviation have been affected more than most.

Having come through previous difficulties, I understand how difficult it must be for the em-
ployees involved to now face more renegotiations, restructuring and possibly lay-offs.  I greatly 
respect the efforts of workers and workers’ representatives to ensure that they get the best pos-
sible outcome from the situation.  I wish to assure the affected workers that my Department is 
available through its Intreo service to assist them in whatever way we can in terms of income 
supports and job-seeking over the coming weeks and months.

The Protection of Employment Act 1977 imposes a number of obligations on employers 
who are proposing collective redundancies, including an obligation under sections 9 and 10 to 
engage in an information and consultation process with employees’ representatives and to pro-
vide certain information relating to the proposed redundancies.  Section 11A of the Act provides 
that, where an employee believes the employer to be in breach of sections 9 or 10, they may 
pursue a complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission.  It is an offence under the Act for 
an employer to fail to comply with sections 9 or 10.

There is also an obligation under section 12 which makes it mandatory on employers pro-
posing a collective redundancy to notify the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection of the proposed collective redundancy.  I received official notification of the proposed 
collective redundancies in the company concerned in letters dated 23rd March and 19th June 
2020, which my officials inform me complied with the requirements under section 12 of the 
Protection of Employment Act 1977.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRW03700Job Losses

21/07/2020WRW03800442. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she has engaged with an airline (details supplied), workers and their trade unions on 
the possibility of job losses at the airline. [17143/20]

21/07/2020WRW03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Firstly, I would like to say that my thoughts are with all of the workers concerned who are faced 
with job losses at this difficult time.  I wish to assure the affected workers that my Department 
is available through its Intreo service to assist them in whatever way we can in terms of income 
supports and job-seeking over the coming weeks and months.

The Protection of Employment Act 1977 imposes a number of obligations on employers 
who are proposing collective redundancies, including an obligation under sections 9 and 10 to 
engage in an information and consultation process with employees’ representatives and to pro-
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vide certain information relating to the proposed redundancies.  Section 11A of the Act provides 
that, where an employee believes the employer to be in breach of sections 9 or 10, they may 
pursue a complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC).  It is also an offence under 
section 11 of the Act where an employer fails to comply with sections 9 or 10.

There is also an obligation under section 12 which makes it mandatory on employers pro-
posing a collective redundancy to notify the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection of the proposed collective redundancy.  My predecessor received official notification of 
the proposed collective redundancies in the company concerned in a letter dated 21st of May 
2020, which complied with the requirements under section 12 of the Protection of Employment 
Act 1977.

In relation to redundancy payments, it is the employer’s responsibility to pay statutory re-
dundancy entitlements to eligible employees.  An employer is only legally obliged to pay the 
statutory redundancy entitlement as provided for in the Redundancy Payments Act 1967.  Any 
arrangement outside statutory redundancy is a matter for negotiation and agreement between 
the employees (and their union representatives) and employers through an industrial relations 
process, which can be assisted by the WRC.

Company law matters are a responsibility of my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Mr. Leo Varadkar, T.D.

The High Court has confirmed the appointment of an examiner to the company concerned.  
It is for the examiner to consult creditors, potential investors and other relevant parties to devise 
the most appropriate course of action in the interests of the survival of the company and put that 
course of action to the court for approval.

In all cases, under the Companies Act, proposals arising from an examinership are brought 
before the Court, which decides whether to confirm them, with or without modifications, or re-
ject them.  Under the Act, the Court cannot confirm proposals unless it is satisfied that a number 
of criteria are met, including that the proposals are not unfairly prejudicial to the interests of 
any interested party.

At a hearing, any member or creditor whose interests would be impaired by implementa-
tion of the proposals is entitled to object to their confirmation on a number of specified grounds 
under Section 543 of the Act.  The Court will have the final say and, until then, the company is 
under its protection.

The statutory framework for examinership, including the requirement for Court oversight 
under the Companies Act 2014, is structured to provide that account is taken of the interests of 
all stakeholders, including employees, in a company.

If the workers affected have concerns or complaints regarding their employment rights, 
the mechanism for them to use is the Workplace Relations Commission.  The WRC is the or-
ganisation which is mandated to secure compliance with employment rights legislation.  The 
Customer Service section of the WRC operates a telephone helpline at 1890 808090.  They can 
provide further information in relation to employment, equality and industrial relations rights 
and obligations, and how to obtain redress where appropriate.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRW04000State Pensions
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21/07/2020WRW04100443. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to ensure that community employment scheme supervisors are entitled to pen-
sions; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17194/20]

21/07/2020WRW04200480. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to ensure that community employment scheme supervisors are entitled to pen-
sions; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17200/20]

21/07/2020WRW04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 443 and 480 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, Community Employment (CE) supervisors and assistant su-
pervisors have been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the alloca-
tion of Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the 
provision of a pension scheme.

It should be noted that CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of CE supervisors, 
CE assistant supervisors and CE participants; the Department’s role continues to be that of CE 
funder.

The issue was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments including my own Depart-
ment were represented on this group, as were the unions and Pobal.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Exchequer support for the 
establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Community and Voluntary 
sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the State of between €188 million 
per annum and €347m depending on the numbers involved.  This excluded any provision for 
an immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, which could entail a further 
Exchequer cost of up to €318 million.

Officials from my Department held a series of meetings with CE supervisor representatives 
to consider related proposals, mindful of the operating environment in which any potential solu-
tion will need to exist.

Related discussions also continued between officials from my Department and their coun-
terparts in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER).

21/07/2020WRW04400Registration of Deaths

21/07/2020WRW04500444. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an immediate review will be carried out of the registration of deaths to reduce the time period 
for registration of deaths in order to provide more accurate information in a timely manner; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17321/20]

21/07/2020WRW04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Civil Registration Act 2004, as amended, provides that deaths may be registered at any 
time following death.  Currently, the obligation to register a death rests with the relatives of the 
deceased, or in their absence, other persons specified in the Act.  A death must be registered 
within three months of the date of death.  However, there are no sanctions if a death is registered 
beyond that time period.
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Unfortunately, only four in every five deaths are registered within this timeframe.  The man-
ner and operation of the death registration process has been identified by the General Register 
Office (GRO) as an area requiring reform to ensure it meets with domestic and international 
public health and reporting requirements for life events.  The GRO is leading an inter-agency 
working group to modernise the way deaths are notified and subsequently registered.  This 
work is timely as it coincides with recommendations made by the National Public Health Emer-
gency Team to reduce the length of time between the date of death and registration.

The working group is nearing completion of its work and I expect that the proposals it will 
bring forward will be subject to public and stakeholder engagement before being considered by 
the Government in the autumn.  It is likely that legislative changes will then be needed to the 
Civil Registration Act.

The objective is to ensure that the current timeframe for death registration is reduced to 
a matter of weeks.  To achieve this, significant technological and process changes will be re-
quired. The co-operation of medical practitioners and hospital management, as well as that of 
the relatives of the deceased, will also be needed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 435.

21/07/2020WRW04800Working Family Payment

21/07/2020WRW04900446. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of serving members of the Defence Forces in receipt of the working family 
payment; the number for the past three years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16476/20]

21/07/2020WRW05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The latest available PRSI data in respect of class H PRSI, the payable rate for non-Commis-
sioned Officers and enlisted personnel of the Defense Forces, refers to 2019; 2020 PRSI data is 
not yet available.

Accordingly, recipients of Working Family Payment in June 2020 is based on payment of 
PRSI class H in 2019.

Period Working Family Payment 
 2017 261 
2018 207 
2019 174 
end-June 2020 121 

21/07/2020WRW05100Public Services Card

21/07/2020WRW05200447. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the way in which a person can arrange an appointment for a public services card in view 
of the fact that many are waiting for a public services card to avail of free travel; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16486/20]

21/07/2020WRW05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The SAFE registration process, which my Department uses to authenticate a person’s identity, 
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is a face-to-face process which results in the issuing of a Public Services Card (PSC).

At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department temporarily postponed the 
SAFE registration process.  This decision was taken to comply with HSE and WHO guidelines 
in respect of social distancing.  As a result it has not been possible for those who wish to obtain 
a PSC to get one.

My Department is currently resuming SAFE registration work in Intreo Centres and this 
will be done in accordance with all relevant guidelines to ensure the health and safety of the 
Department’s customers and staff.  I would expect that SAFE registrations will recommence 
nationwide over the coming weeks and further information will then be made available as to 
how appointments can be arranged.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRW05400Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRW05500448. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the calculation of a payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16488/20]

21/07/2020WRW05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department is currently managing a large number of review requests for the PUP rerate at 
this time and for this reason we are not in a position to respond to enquiries as promptly as we 
would like.

Following a review of the person’s record, I am pleased to inform you that his PUP has been 
re-rated back to €350 per week.  Any arrears due will issue this week.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

21/07/2020WRW05700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRW05800449. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on their possible entitle-
ment to the pandemic unemployment payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16494/20]

21/07/2020WRW05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Where a person’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher then there is no change to the rate 
of the pandemic unemployment payment. If a person’s gross weekly earnings were under €200 
then the rate of the pandemic unemployment payment has been adjusted to €203 per week 
which is in line with the standard personal rate of jobseeker’s benefit. Where no earnings data 
was available, either as an employee or a self-employed person, the rate of PUP was reduced 
to €203 per week.

Any person who feels that the assessment of their earnings, based on returns already sub-
mitted to Revenue, is inaccurate can ask for a review of their case. However, it is important to 
note that my Department will only accept earnings which have been notified to Revenue and 
subject to PRSI. Customers should clearly understand that any information which is supplied 
to declare additional earnings will be matched against Revenue records and any discrepancies 
will be followed up.
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In the case of the person concerned, no earnings data was found in respect of their previous 
employment, and their rate of payment was reduced to €203 as a result.  Their case is being 
re-examined in line with the approach outlined above, and a decision will issue to them in due 
course.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 435.

21/07/2020WRX00300Jobseeker’s Allowance

21/07/2020WRX00400451. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if consideration is being given to altering the three month waiting period which ap-
plies to school leavers not going on to further education before applying for jobseeker’s allow-
ance for young persons that cannot find work or part-time work during Covid-19 restrictions 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16517/20]

21/07/2020WRX00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Under Social Welfare legislation students are disqualified from receiving jobseekers allowance 
while attending a course of study, including school or college holiday periods and for the 3 
month period after completing the Leaving Certificate or leaving second level education.  Fol-
lowing the cancellation of this year’s Leaving Certificate Examination, these students will be 
eligible to apply for jobseekers Allowance from 30 August 2020, which is 3 months after the 
end of term on 29th May. 

A person who is in receipt of a social welfare payment can continue to get paid an increase 
for a qualified child for this period after they have left second level education or completed their 
leaving certificate, provided they are not receiving a payment in their own right. 

Where a person is experiencing financial hardship they can apply for assistance through the 
means tested Supplementary Welfare Allowance.  Information on the supports available under 
this scheme is available at www.gov.ie.

I trust that this clarifies the matter. 

21/07/2020WRX00600Social Welfare Schemes

21/07/2020WRX00700452. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the situation in relation to a person who has been granted an Irish Research Council Govern-
ment of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship Programme in circumstances (details supplied); and 
the supports available for single parents in such circumstances. [16520/20]

21/07/2020WRX00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Government of Ireland Postgraduate Scholarship Programme is an established national ini-
tiative, funded by the Department of Education and Skills and managed by the Irish Research 
Council.

The scholarship includes:

- a stipend of €16,000 per annum
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- a contribution to fees, including non-EU fees, up to a maximum of €5,750 per annum

- eligible direct research expenses of €2,250 per annum

There is no provision in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended) to exclude 
income from this Scholarship in the assessment of means for Jobseeker’s Transitional Pay-
ment.  In this particular case the weekly assessed means from the stipend exceeds the weekly 
jobseeker’s Transitional Payment due to this claimant, which causes the eligibility for the pay-
ment to cease.

The supports available in terms of secondary benefits for single parents in such circum-
stances would depend on the individual conditions pertaining to each case.

21/07/2020WRX00900Job Losses

21/07/2020WRX01000453. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she was notified of redundancies at a company (details supplied); if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the company is making fifteen of its sixteen employees redun-
dant due to manufacturing being moved to Latvia; the obligations required to be satisfied by the 
company in advance of redundancy payments to the staff; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16538/20]

21/07/2020WRX01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Protection of Employment Act 1977 makes it mandatory on employers to notify the Min-
ister of a proposed collective redundancy.  ‘Collective redundancies’ arise where, during any 
period of 30 consecutive days, the employees being made redundant are:

- 5 employees where 21-49 are employed.

- 10 employees where 50-99 are employed.

- 10% of the employees where 100-299 are employed.

- 30 employees where 300 or more are employed. 

As the company has less than 21 employees, they are not obliged to notify the Minister 
under the Protection of Employment Act 1997.  I can confirm that I have not been notified of 
redundancies at the company. 

Under the Redundancy Payments Act 1967 the employees may be eligible for a redundancy 
payment.  It is the responsibility of the employer to pay statutory redundancy payments to eli-
gible employees.  In the event that due to financial difficulties the employer is unable to make 
statutory redundancy payments, they may submit applications to this Department under the 
Redundancy Payments Scheme. 

I also want to assure the Deputy that my Department will assist the affected workers through 
its Intreo service to help them in whatever way we can in terms of income supports and job-
seeking over the coming weeks and months. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRX01200Ministerial Advisers
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21/07/2020WRX01300454. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by her since becoming Minis-
ter; the starting annual salary of each person appointed by her; if an open interview process was 
conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser 
and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular 
form. [16562/20]

21/07/2020WRX01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
On the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices.  The Guidelines 
for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy and a Press Adviser,  and these persons will be formally appointed by the Government 
once the Guidelines have been approved.

21/07/2020WRX01500Jobseeker’s Benefit

21/07/2020WRX01600455. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if jobseeker’s benefit will be extended for those unable to find employment due to 
Covid-19; the provisions available to those whose time on the benefit is drawing to an end who 
may not have been able to gain employment due to the pandemic and accompanying lockdown; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16601/20]

21/07/2020WRX01700463. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the duration of jobseeker’s benefit will be extended temporarily in order that persons 
who lost their jobs before Covid-19 can continue their claims at least until the period while 
special supports continue. [16710/20]

21/07/2020WRX01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 and 463 together.

The pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as an emergency measure to meet 
the surge in unemployment which resulted from the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic. The 
Government has set employment recovery as its top priority and the jobs stimulus package to 
be announced later this month will assist people back into work.

People who do not qualify for the pandemic unemployment payment can apply for a job-
seekers payment.  Jobseeker’s benefit is a weekly payment to people who have lost their em-
ployment and who satisfy the scheme’s statutory conditions including the requirement to have 
sufficient social insurance contributions paid.  This benefit is paid for 9 months (234 days) for 
people with 260 or more PRSI contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for people who 
have less than 260 paid.  Where a person does not re-qualify or has used up their entitlement to 
jobseeker’s benefit they can apply for the means tested jobseeker’s allowance.

I trust this clarifies the position. 

21/07/2020WRX01900Exceptional Needs Payment
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21/07/2020WRX02000456. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an exceptional needs payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16621/20]

21/07/2020WRX02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
According to the records of my Department, an application for an exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) has not been received from the person concerned.

An application form was issued to the person concerned on 17/07/2020.  When the neces-
sary documentation has been received an Officer of my Department will assess the application 
and contact the person concerned with a decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

21/07/2020WRX02200Free Travel Scheme

21/07/2020WRX02300457. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to extend entitlement to the free travel pass to persons who suffer from epilepsy 
and are medically unfit to drive as a consequence; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16623/20]

21/07/2020WRX02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for 
those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by com-
panies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services 
provided by over 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approx. 976,000 customers 
with direct eligibility.  The estimated expenditure on free travel in 2020 is €95 million.

Persons resident in Ireland who are over 66 and persons in receipt of certain social welfare 
payments are eligible for the scheme.  The social welfare payments that allow persons aged 
under 66 to a free travel pass include disability allowance, invalidity pension, carer’s allowance 
and partial capacity benefit.  Disability allowance and invalidity pension are both long term ill-
ness payments, and so people in receipt of those payments will already have eligibility. 

Any possible extension to the eligibility criteria for free travel, including to those persons 
that suffer from epilepsy and are medically unfit to drive as a consequence, would have signifi-
cant cost implications for the free travel scheme and would also require additional administra-
tive processes to be put in place in order to adjudicate eligibility.  Any decision to do so could 
only be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme (SWA), the Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection may award a travel supplement, in any case where the cir-
cumstances of the case so warrant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or re-
curring travel costs that cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be 
necessary.  Every decision is based on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking 
account of the nature and extent of the need and of the resources of the person concerned. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRX02500Public Services Card

21/07/2020WRX02600458. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 



21 July 2020

223

if additional resources will be allocated to accommodate the clearance of backlogged public 
services card appointments following the Covid-19-related shut down; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16629/20]

21/07/2020WRX02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The SAFE registration process, which my Department uses to authenticate a person’s identity, 
is a face to face process which results in the issuing of a Public Services Card (PSC).

At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department temporarily postponed the 
SAFE registration process.  This decision was taken to comply with HSE and WHO guidelines 
in respect of social distancing.  As a result it has not been possible for those who wish to obtain 
a PSC to make an appointment to get one.

My Department is currently resuming SAFE registration work in Intreo Centres and this 
will be done in accordance with all relevant guidelines to ensure the health and safety of the 
Department’s customers and staff.  I would expect that SAFE registrations will re-commence 
nationwide over the coming weeks and further information will then be made available as to 
how appointments can be arranged.

It is important to note that my Department has continued to allocate Personal Public Service 
Numbers to people who have required them over the past number of months. 

While I do not expect the resumption of SAFE registrations to require the allocation of ad-
ditional resources, this matter will be kept under review.

In the meantime, anyone who has lost their PSC may contact the Department and a replace-
ment will be issued.  Where the Department has written to a person inviting them to renew their 
PSC, they may do so by post or alternatively they can contact my Department and a new card 
can be issued for a three year period.

It should also be noted that the National Transport Authority has confirmed that expired Free 
Travel PSCs will be accepted on public transport for the time being. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRX02800Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRX02900459. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if maternity benefit is counted as income for the pandemic unemployment payment; and if 
not, if she will rectify that to include same. [16664/20]

21/07/2020WRX03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The COVID-19 pandemic unemployment payment was introduced as a time limited emergency 
measure in response to the pandemic.  A two level payment structure has been introduced to link 
the pandemic unemployment payment level to prior earnings. 

If a recipient’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher then there is no change to their 
rate of payment. If a person’s gross weekly earnings were under €200 then the rate of the pan-
demic unemployment payment has been adjusted to €203 per week which is in line with the 
standard personal rate of jobseeker’s benefit. The majority of recipients, approximately 75%, 
have not been impacted by this change in rate. 

A person’s gross weekly earnings are determined by reference to earnings data supplied by 
Revenue. Amounts paid by way of maternity benefit are not included in the calculation of gross 
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weekly earnings. 

Where a person’s rate is reduced to the flat rate €203 per week and their family circumstanc-
es are that they have adult or child dependents in their household it may be more financially 
beneficial to apply for a jobseekers payment.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter.  

21/07/2020WRX03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRX03200460. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of Covid-19 rent supplement applications received from 13 March 2020 to the 
most recent date for which figures are available; the number of claims in payment on the most 
recent date for which figures are available; the breakdown of these claims by county; the aver-
age payment by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16698/20]

21/07/2020WRX03300461. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there are discussions between her Department and the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government on the use of the Covid-19 rent supplement payment and or the SWA 
emergency payment scheme to address the issue of Covid-19 rent arrears debt for private rent-
ers who lost income due to Covid-19 restrictions. [16699/20]

21/07/2020WRX03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 460 and 461 together.

Rent supplement continues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in 
private rented accommodation, with the scheme currently supporting approximately 21, 000 
recipients. 

The scheme provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  The scheme ensures that 
those who were renting, but who suffered a loss of income due to temporary loss of employ-
ment, can continue to meet their rental commitments.

Since the introduction of the Government’s Covid emergency response approximately 7,000 
customers have been provided rent supplement support; in addition, there are some 1,000 pend-
ing applications awaiting a decision or in the process of providing the necessary documenta-
tion to the officer dealing with the claim.  The number of cases that are currently in payment, 
awarded from the 13 March 2020, along with monthly tenancy costs by county to end June 
2020 are provided in the attached tabular statement.

The Department’s response to this emergency, ensuring that the inherent flexibility of the 
rent supplement is available, has been extended to end-August 2020 and is being reviewed in 
the context of the Government’s continued response to the Covid emergency.  

There is regular on-going engagement between officials in the Department and their col-
leagues in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government on a range of housing 
issues, including rent supplement. With respect to rent arrears, where a person is finding it diffi-
cult to meet their tenancy obligations, in particular due to loss of employment, they are advised 
to contact their local Community Welfare Officer for support. This can include the provision 
of Rent Supplement and/or the use of Emergency Needs Payments addressing the customer’s 
particular needs.
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I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

Table 1: Rent Supplement Average Payment and Awards Post 13th March as at end 
June 2020

County Average Payment (€uros) Claims in Payment
CARLOW 497 105
CAVAN 453 115
CLARE 422 104
CORK 617 803
DONEGAL 373 115
DUBLIN 805 2,918
GALWAY 588 379
KERRY 540 295
KILDARE 783 352
KILKENNY 519 111
LAOIS 569 96
LEITRIM 349 34
LIMERICK 537 266
LONGFORD 390 35
LOUTH 652 114
MAYO 422 113
MEATH 768 193
MONAGHAN 403 51
OFFALY 500 46
ROSCOMMON 424 66
SLIGO 428 80
TIPPERARY 477 152
WATERFORD 277 42
WESTMEATH 547 116
WEXFORD 478 150
WICKLOW 845 278
Grand Total 674 7,129

21/07/2020WRX03600Illness Benefit

21/07/2020WRX03700462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct rate of illness benefit payable in the case of a person (details supplied); if 
an exceptional needs payment will issue in the meantime; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16708/20]

21/07/2020WRX03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The person concerned is claiming Illness Benefit since 4th April 2020 and is being paid at the 
personal rate of €159 per week. 

The rate of Illness Benefit payment is based on a person’s weekly earnings in the govern-
ing contribution year; for claims made in 2020, that year is 2018. As the person concerned had 
weekly earnings in 2018 between €220.00-€299.99, she qualifies for Illness Benefit at a rate of 
€159.00 per week.
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The person concerned did not indicate on their application form for Illness Benefit that she 
wished to claim for her son as a qualified child. A new application form has issued to her today 
and her entitlement to a qualified child increase will be assessed on receipt of the completed 
application form.

An IQC is payable where the child is in full-time education and the customer is in receipt of:

- a long-term DEASP payment or

- a short-term payment i.e. JB, JA, IB, Injury Benefit or Health and Safety Benefit for 156 
days or has an accumulation of at least 156 days of relevant DEASP  payments.

Basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance is a weekly allowance paid to people who do not 
have enough income to meet their needs and those of their families.  If a person’s weekly in-
come is below the Supplementary Welfare Allowance rate for their family size, a payment may 
be made to bring their income up to the appropriate Supplementary Welfare Allowance rate. 
The person concerned can receive further details from the Community Welfare Officer at her 
local Intreo Office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy 

  Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 455.

21/07/2020WRX04000State Pension (Contributory)

21/07/2020WRX04100464. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) was not successful in the review of their State pen-
sion (contributory) entitlement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16733/20]

21/07/2020WRX04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
According to the records of my Department, the person concerned has a total of 924 full-rate 
paid and credited contributions from their date of entry into insurable employment (5 December 
1960) to end-December 2009, which equates to a yearly average of 18 contributions.  This gives 
them an entitlement to a reduced rate of State pension (contributory), at 75% of the maximum 
rate, which has been awarded since 2 March 2012.  

The person is in receipt of the correct rate of State pension (contributory), commensurate 
with their insurance record since December 1960 as held by my Department.  Their pension en-
titlement was confirmed in writing on 16 July 2020, enclosing a copy of their insurance record 
on which the decision was based.  Class J contributions recorded for the tax year 1990/91 are 
not qualifying contributions for pension purposes. If the person concerned considers they have 
additional contributions or credits that have not been recorded, it is open to them to forward 
documentary evidence to my Department and their pension entitlement can be reviewed.

In January 2018, the Government announced a new calculation method for state pension 
(contributory), including the introduction of new HomeCaring Periods, for people born on or 
after 1 September 1946, who were awarded state pension (contributory) based on reduced post-
Budget 2012 rate bands.  On 29 April 2019 the person concerned requested a review of their 
pension entitlement in light of those changes.  They were advised that, as their date of birth is 
before 1 September 1946, they are not within the cohort of pensioners included in this pension 
review.

The person concerned may wish to consider applying for State pension (non-contributory) 
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which is a means-tested, residency-based payment for people of pension age.  Social welfare 
legislation provides that the means test takes account of the income and assets of the applicant 
and spouse/civil partner/cohabitant.  Income and assets include income from employment, self-
employment, occupational pensions, maintenance payments as well as property owned (other 
than the family home) and capital such as savings, shares and other investments.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRX04300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRX04400465. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person (details supplied) will be granted the higher pandemic unemployment payment; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16735/20]

21/07/2020WRX04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The enhanced Illness Benefit payment is payable where a person has a diagnosis of COVID 19 
or where they are medically certified as being a probable source of infection.

In cases where the person is self-isolating on the instruction of a doctor or the HSE due to 
being a probable source of infection of COVID-19 enhanced Illness Benefit is paid for a maxi-
mum of 4 weeks. 

If a person receives a positive diagnosis of Covid-19, they may receive enhanced Illness 
Benefit for a further 10 weeks.  

Where a person is self isolating and are not a probable source of infection they may apply 
for normal Illness Benefit with the accompanying appropriate (non COVID 19 related) medical 
certification from their GP.

The person concerned was paid for 4 weeks of enhanced Illness Benefit from the 20th March 
2020 to 16th April 2020 as their GP had certified them as being a probable source of COVID 
-19 infection. Payment reverted to the normal Illness Benefit rate of €203 per week from 17th 
April 2020 due to continued certification being received.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRX04600Job Losses

21/07/2020WRX04700466. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of companies that have notified her Department of redundancies since 
March 2020; the number of redundancies arising from those notifications; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16750/20]

21/07/2020WRX04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Section 12 of the Protection of Employment Act 1977 provides that employers proposing a col-
lective redundancy must notify the Minister of the proposed collective redundancy.  

The statistics in relation to collective redundancy notifications since March 2020 are - 
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Collective 
Redundan-
cies Notified 

 March  April May  June July (to 
15/07)

Number of 
Notifications 
Received

 16 17 28 37 11 

Number of 
Potential Re-
dundancies 
Advised

1195 1960 2159 1464 555

My Department monitors that the legislative requirements for consultation and notification 
of potential redundancies to the Minister are complied with. 

I am advised that it is not possible to confirm if the actual number of redundancies occurring 
will correlate to that advised to me as Minister as a potential redundancy.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRX04900State Pensions

21/07/2020WRX05000467. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if correspondence will be reviewed regarding the State pension of a person (details sup-
plied); if the matter will be clarified; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16753/20]

21/07/2020WRX05100477. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection further to Parliamentary Question No. 723 of 14 July 2020, if the planned early retire-
ment allowance or pension for persons aged 65 years of age will be a means tested payment; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17079/20]

21/07/2020WRX05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 467 and 477 together.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2011 provides for increases to the State pension age 
to make the State pension system more sustainable as life expectancy increases.  This began in 
January 2014 with the abolition of the State Pension (Transition).  This measure standardised 
the State pension age for all at 66 years.  The legislation provides for increases to the State pen-
sion age - to 67 in 2021 and further to 68 in 2028.  

The new Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” states that the planned increase 
in the State pension age next year will be deferred.  This will require amendment to primary 
legislation and the Government will bring in the necessary legislation later this year.

Furthermore, a Commission on Pensions will be established to examine sustainability and 
eligibility issues in relation to State pensions and the Social Insurance Fund.  The Commission 
is to report to Government by June 2021 on options including the qualifying age, contribution 
rates, total contributions and eligibility requirements.  The Government will take action, having 
regard to the recommendations of the Commission, within six months.  Pending the Commis-
sion’s report and any subsequent Government decisions on its recommendations, it is intended 
that the State pension age will remain at 66 years as at present.  

The Programme for Government also proposes an “Early Retirement Allowance or Pen-
sion” for 65 year olds paid at the same rate as Jobseekers Benefit without a requirement to sign 
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on, partake in any activation measures or be available for and genuinely seeking work.  The new 
payment will be introduced as early as possible for those who are retired from employment.  
Officials in my Department are currently considering the design of the scheme and assessing 
the necessary legislation, ICT system requirements and administrative processes required for 
the introduction of this payment.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRX05300Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRX05400468. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries 
by her Department and each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 
July 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16839/20]

21/07/2020WRX05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
I can confirm that neither my Department nor the agencies under its remit have had any con-
tracts with the company referred to during the period from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020.

21/07/2020WRX05600Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRX05700469. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason an application for the pandemic unemployment payment was denied in the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16864/20]

21/07/2020WRX05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced by my Department in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is an income support payment for both employees and 
the self-employed who have become fully unemployed due to a downturn in economic activity 
related to Covid-19.  The PUP is payable where a person meeting the qualifying criteria became 
unemployed on or after 06/03/2020. 

A person is eligible to apply for the PUP if they:

- are aged between 18 and 66 years old and

- are currently living in the Republic of Ireland and

- have lost their job due to the Covid-19 pandemic or

- have been temporarily laid off due to the Covid-19 pandemic and

- worked in the Republic of Ireland or were a cross border frontier worker and

- are not in receipt of any employment income

According to the records of my Department, the person concerned ceased employment on 
28/2/2020.  His application for a PUP was denied as he did not meet the eligibility criteria for 
this income support as he was not employed on or after 6/3/2020.

The records of my Department show the person concerned submitted an application for 
a jobseeker’s benefit dated 12/3/2020.  In this application he confirmed his last day worked 
was 28/2/2020 and his employment had ended.  His loss of employment was not due to the 
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Covid-19 pandemic.  The person concerned also provided a letter from his former employer 
confirming this information.  A jobseeker’s benefit payment was subsequently awarded from 
12/3/2020.  According to records the person concerned withdrew his jobseeker’s benefit pay-
ment on 10/6/2020.

If the person concerned feels he meets the eligibility criteria for a jobseeker’s benefit pay-
ment, it is open to him to make a further application, either through www.mywelfare.ie or at his 
local Intreo Centre in Bishop’s Square. 

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

  Question No. 470, by leave, withdrawn.

21/07/2020WRY00200Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

21/07/2020WRY00300471. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the case of a person (details supplied) will be examined. [16896/20]

21/07/2020WRY00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
From the 29/06/2020 the rate of the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) which 
a person receives depends on their gross weekly employment earnings.  

The rate of PUP is based on prior earnings notified to Revenue.  It is important to note that 
my Department can only accept earnings which have been notified to Revenue and subject to 
PRSI.

According to the records of my Department the last return for the first person concerned 
was in 2018 (52 A class PRSI contributions) and the last return for the second person concerned 
was in 2017 (52 S class PRSI contributions).  In both cases as no earnings were available as an 
employee in 2019 or as a self-employed person in 2018, the rate of PUP was reduced to €203 
per week.

If the persons concerned wish to pursue a review of their revised weekly PUP payment, it is 
open to them to contact my Department as outlined below.

Requests for a review of earnings should be emailed to PUPRerate@welfare.ie.  The per-
sons concerned should attach all supporting employment documentation in support of their 
review request to this email.  Alternatively, they can write to PUP Rerate Requests, DEASP, In-
treo Centre, Cork Road, Waterford, again making sure to include all supporting documentation. 

Their cases can then be examined and any necessary follow up action taken. 

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

21/07/2020WRY00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRY00600472. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if consideration has been given to providing financial support to recent graduates who plan 
on entering the workforce at this time having completed their education and who cannot do so 
due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16933/20]

21/07/2020WRY00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
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Graduates who complete their education may apply for a jobseeker’s payment if they are unable 
to obtain employment. 

Jobseekers benefit is an income support, for people who satisfy the conditions of the scheme 
including the requirement to have a certain number of paid social insurance contributions; they 
must have suffered a substantial loss of employment and are available for full time employ-
ment. Where a person does not qualify for jobseekers benefit they may apply for the means 
tested jobseekers allowance.

Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for financial support 
under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme subject to satisfying the conditions of the 
scheme which includes a means test. Further information on the supports available are provided 
on www.gov.ie.

 I trust this clarifies the position.

21/07/2020WRY00800Social Welfare Appeals

21/07/2020WRY00900473. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons waiting on an oral hearing for social welfare appeals; the steps being 
taken to reduce same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16957/20]

21/07/2020WRY01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that there are currently 6,669 appeals at 
various stages of the appeals process. Under Article 13 of the Social Welfare (Appeals) Regu-
lations, 1998 (S.I. 108/1998), if an Appeals Officer is of the opinion that the case is of such 
a nature that it can be properly determined without a hearing, the appeal may be determined 
summarily.

I am advised by the Chief Appeals Officer that, due to the current Covid-19 restrictions, in 
person oral appeal hearings have been suspended since 13 March 2020.  The resumption of oral 
hearings will be kept under review in light of government advice on easing restrictions.  How-
ever, appeals work continues and appeals are currently being determined on the basis of written 
submissions. In some cases it has also been possible for Appeals Officers to progress appeals by 
way of telephone calls and email on issues relating to an appeal (which might otherwise have 
been ascertained in the course of an oral hearing) and bring the matter to a conclusion.

The Chief Appeals Officer has also advised that the Office is exploring the use of video 
technology for appeal hearings.  Among the issues being considered are what is the most ap-
propriate technological solution and the types of appeal cases that would be potentially suitable 
for this approach.  Any future use of video technology would need to ensure the maintenance of 
fair procedures, confidentiality and data protection.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRY01100Social Welfare Offices

21/07/2020WRY01200474. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion her plans to provide a wider range of services to persons in western areas of Connemara 
from the social welfare office in Clifden, County Galway to ensure that persons in the area do 
not have to travel unnecessarily to Galway for services thus reducing carbon emissions; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [17054/20]

21/07/2020WRY01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Intreo Centres (ICs) are a single point of contact for all employment and income supports.  The 
Centres are designed to provide a streamlined approach, offering practical, tailored employment 
services and supports for jobseekers.

The range of services provided by Clifden IC are similar to those provided by ICs nationally 
including those provided by Galway IC.

In the interests of continuing to observe the current public health advice in relation to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and to safeguard both customers and staff, my Department reduced the In-
treo Centres’ public opening hours.  These are emergency temporary measures and our opening 
hours are being kept under review.  

Clifden IC is currently open to the public on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday morn-
ings and closed on Wednesday.  However, staff are always available to provide assistance over 
the phone or through email at Clifden@welfare.ie. 

On-line services are also available through the easy to use online portal www.mywelfare.ie 
to customers who wish to apply for income supports and / or obtain information on the services 
provided by my Department. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRY01400Departmental Staff

21/07/2020WRY01500475. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of staff located in the Clifden, Connemara, County Galway office by grade; 
the number of unfilled vacancies in the office by grade; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17055/20]

21/07/2020WRY01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department, like all Government departments and agencies is required to operate within a 
staff ceiling figure and a commensurate administrative staffing budget. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new demands 
across a wide range of services. This is to ensure that the best use is made of available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department. 

The table below details the number of staff located in my Department’s office in Clifden as 
at the end of June. The figures for fulltime equivalents (FTE) takes account of staff that avail of 
work-share options. There is currently one approved vacancy at the Clerical Officer grade in the 
Clifden office which my Department is in the process of filling.
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Serving Staff – End June 2020

Grade FTE Staff Count
Higher Executive Officer 2.00 2
Executive Officer 2.40 3
Clerical Officer 2.80 3
Grand Total 7.20 8

21/07/2020WRY01700Departmental Reports

21/07/2020WRY01800476. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the work that has been carried out on implementing the Duffy Cahill report; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17075/20]

21/07/2020WRY01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Duffy-Cahill Report, which was commissioned by the Government in the aftermath of the 
Clery’s closure, highlighted how the issues raised by that event and the subsequent legal cases 
are highly complex.  

The Duffy-Cahill Report was sent to the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in 2016 for 
its consideration as part of the work of that group in advising the Minister for Business Enter-
prise and Innovation on any changes that it considered necessary with respect to the protection 
of employees and unsecured creditors.  (The CLRG is a statutory body comprising members 
drawn from regulatory, legal, business and employee interests).  

The CLRG, as part of its deliberations, also considered related amendments proposed by 
Deputy Nash (then Senator Nash) to the Companies (Accounting) Bill in April/May 2017. 

The CLRG’s ‘Report on the Protection of Employees and Unsecured Creditors’ was pre-
sented to the Minister for Business Enterprise and Innovation in June 2017 and published on 
the website of the CLRG. It did not include the implementation of the Duffy-Cahill Report or 
the Senator Nash proposals in its recommendations.

It is clear that the implementation of the  recommendations in the Duffy-Cahill Report give 
rise to a host of complex issues and that any proposal to progress them would require further 
careful consideration involving consultation with many stakeholders. 

There is a commitment in the Programme for Government to review the Companies Acts 
with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities splitting their operations between trad-
ing and property, with the result that the trading business goes into insolvency and the assets are 
taken out of the original business.   

Company law matters are the responsibility of the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

  Question No. 477 answered with Question No. 467.

21/07/2020WRY02100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRY02200478. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection if there is a difference in the rate of pandemic payments for self-employment persons 
under 66 years of age and for those over 66 years of age; if so, the reason; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17160/20]

21/07/2020WRY02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
People aged 66 years and over are provided for within the Social Protection income support 
framework through the State Pension, either the contributory State pension based on PRSI con-
tributions or the non-contributory means tested pension. The maximum weekly rate of payment 
for a person in receipt of the State Contributory pension in a two person household with an 
adult dependent who is over 66 years is €470.80. The maximum rate of payment for the non-
contributory pension for a two person household is €393.60.

People aged 66 and over may also be entitled to a range of ancillary supports that are 
aligned to the particular circumstances of older people. These include free travel, fuel allow-
ance, household benefits package (gas/electricity) and living alone allowance. 

The pandemic unemployment payment is payable to people aged 18 to 66 years which is 
consistent with other income supports payable to the working age. A two-level payment struc-
ture to link the pandemic unemployment payment to gross prior earnings or income has been 
introduced. Where a recipient’s gross weekly earnings were €200 or higher their weekly rate of 
payment remains at €350, which is aligned to the jobseekers payment for a two person house-
hold.  If their gross weekly earnings were under €200 the rate of the pandemic unemployment 
payment was adjusted to €203, which is aligned to the maximum personal rate of jobseekers.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRY02400Energy Efficiency

21/07/2020WRY02500479. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her attention has been drawn to delays for recipients receiving free credits for their 
electricity from a supplier (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17161/20]

21/07/2020WRY02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
My Department has not received reports of delays in the application of credits to the accounts 
of customers with the energy supplier identified by the Deputy.  

I understand the Deputy has been in contact with the person concerned to ascertain required 
information to allow my Department to examine the matter.  Once this information, including 
the person’s name and PPSN,  is received from the Deputy, my Department will investigate the 
matter without delay. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

  Question No. 480 answered with Question No. 443.

21/07/2020WRY02800Invalidity Pension

21/07/2020WRY02900481. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the review of an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) 
in County Kildare. [17345/20]
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21/07/2020WRY03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and for no other reason and who satisfy the pay related social insurance 
(PRSI) contribution conditions.  

A claim for IP was received from the lady  concerned on 21 February 2020.   The claim was 
refused  on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied. She was 
notified on 12 May 2020 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review  and lodged an appeal of the decision and submit-
ted further evidence in support of her request.  Following a review of all the information avail-
able the deciding officer is satisfied that the conditions for the scheme are satisfied.

The lady referred to has been awarded IP with effect from 27 February 2020.  Payment will 
issue to her nominated post office on 30 July 2020.  Any arrears due from 27 February to 29 
July 2020 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The lady in 
question was notified of this decision on 17 July 2020.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy 

21/07/2020WRY03100Community Services Programme

21/07/2020WRY03200482. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the report on the review of the community services programme will be released; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [17346/20]

21/07/2020WRY03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
This parliamentary question should have been addressed to me in my role as the Minister for 
Rural, Community Development and the Islands.

Indecon International Economic Consultants were commissioned by the then Department 
of Rural and Community Development to carry out an independent review of the Community 
Services Programme.  I am advised that the final report was received in February last and will 
be published following full consideration by the Department of the recommendations outlined 
in the report.

21/07/2020WRY03400State Pension (Contributory)

21/07/2020WRY03500483. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application by a person (details supplied) in Coun-
ty Kerry for a State pension (contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[17371/20]

21/07/2020WRY03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The person concerned reached pension age on 30 June 2020.  According to the records of my 
Department, they have a total of 1,940 qualifying paid and credited Irish contributions which 
equates to a yearly average of 41 contributions.  This gives an entitlement to a standard State 
pension (contributory) at 98% of the maximum rate. They are also eligible for fuel allowance 
(payable during winter months), living alone increase and telephone support allowance. They 
were notified in writing of this decision and arrears due on 16 July 2020.

Since the person concerned has had periods of employment in the UK, Belgium and the 
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Netherlands, their pension entitlement to a pro rata State pension (contributory) is under in-
vestigation, based on a combination of their Irish insurance record with their insurance records 
in other countries.  Upon receipt of the relevant information from the UK, Belgian and Dutch 
pension authorities, the person’s pension entitlement will be reviewed and they will be notified 
in writing of the outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRY03700Public Services Card

21/07/2020WRY03800484. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when appointments for public services cards will resume subject to public health advice; 
her plans to move the process online; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17431/20]

21/07/2020WRY03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The SAFE registration process, which my Department uses to authenticate a person’s identity, 
is a face to face process which results in the issuing of a Public Services Card (PSC).

At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department temporarily postponed the 
SAFE registration process.  This decision was taken to comply with HSE and WHO guidelines 
in respect of social distancing.

My Department is currently resuming SAFE registration work in Intreo Centres and this 
will be done in accordance with all relevant guidelines to ensure the health and safety of the 
Department’s customers and staff.  I would expect that SAFE registrations will re-commence 
nationwide over the coming weeks and further information will then be made available as to 
how appointments can be arranged.

My Department has no plans at present to provide an online SAFE registration service. 
However, it is planning to introduce an online service to allow a person who already has a PSC 
to renew their Card, where it is due to expire. I expect to progress this work over the coming 
months.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRY04000National Broadband Plan

21/07/2020WRY04100485. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the 300 high-speed internet hubs announced under the National Broadband Plan on 19 
November 2019 will be delivered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16952/20]

21/07/2020WRY04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
National Broadband Plan (NBP) contract was signed with National Broadband Ireland (NBI) 
in November 2019 to roll out a high-speed and future-proofed broadband network to almost 
540,000 premises across the State.   

Among the first premises to be connected under the NBP are approximately 300 Broadband 
Connection Points (BCPs). Each site will be provided with a wireless high speed broadband 
connection which will make free on-site internet connectivity available to the public. Site own-
ers have volunteered their premises to host public BCP services, thus supporting their commu-
nities and ensuring they get a head start on rural connectivity.
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The planned BCP locations are listed by county on NBI’s website at https://nbi.ie/bcp-loca-
tions/.  These sites have been carefully selected by Local Authorities, in consultation with local 
communities and site owners, so that they can provide free public Wi-Fi to support residents 
of rural communities likely to wait longest for a connection under the fully NBP deployment.  
It should be noted that some BCP sites may change over time as commercial connectivity be-
comes more widespread and as the circumstances at each site change. 

To date, more than 70 BCPs across the country have been provided with an initial backhaul 
connection by National Broadband Ireland. Over the coming weeks, Vodafone, as the internet 
service provider, will also begin installing their public access equipment at each site which will 
enable the BCPs to “go live”. 

It is envisaged that all Broadband Connection Points will be connected to provide public 
Wi-Fi internet access within the next twelve months. 

21/07/2020WRY04300CLÁR Programme

21/07/2020WRY04400486. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
her plans to allocate funding for playgrounds under the CLÁR scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16990/20]

21/07/2020WRY04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale infrastructure projects in designated rural 
areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. The 2020 CLÁR programme, 
which was launched on 25th May last, has been tailored to help rural communities respond to 
COVID-19. 

The Measure which previously funded the enhancement and development of playgrounds 
has received significant funding from my Department in recent years. Given the changed focus 
of the Scheme in 2020, this Measure has been replaced with the introduction of a new Mea-
sure for Community Recreation Areas where friends and families can socialise outdoors in 
safe, accessible, community spaces. This Measure will include support for items such as pic-
nic benches/tables, outdoor covered seating or BBQ areas, public lighting, bicycle stands, and 
bandstand/stage areas.  Play areas may form a part of these recreational areas but it is expected 
that projects will have a broader focus on safe community recreational and meeting spaces. 

Details of the 2020 CLÁR programme are available on the Gov.ie website at: https://www.
gov.ie/en/policy-information/91ba52-clar/#2020-clar-measures. 

21/07/2020WRY04600Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRY04700487. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by her since becoming Minister; 
the starting annual salary of each person appointed by her; if an open interview process was 
conducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser 
and special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing, in tabular 
form. [16569/20]

21/07/2020WRY04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
the commencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues 
guidelines setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines 
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for the 33rd Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government.  However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned two Special Advisers, to work with me, a Special Adviser 
on policy, and a Press Adviser, said persons will be formally appointed by the Government once 
the Guidelines have been approved.  

21/07/2020WRY04900Dormant Accounts Fund

21/07/2020WRY05000488. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
way in which rural parishes and church organisations can access funds from the dormant ac-
counts fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16727/20]

21/07/2020WRY05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
2020 Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plan approved funding for 43 measures across 9 depart-
ments, up to a total of €45.5 million. The Department of Rural and Community Development 
has responsibility for the overall administration of the Dormant Accounts Fund, with each indi-
vidual Departments responsible for the delivery and administration of their own measures. All 
measures funded must be in line with the objectives set out in the legislation, that is, measures 
that address economic, social or educational disadvantage or support persons with a disability.

Within my own Department the total voted allocation for Dormant Account measures in 
2020 is €12.570 million. This supports measures including Supports for Social Enterprise, Se-
nior Alerts Scheme and Supports for Volunteering. There is no specific measure in place for 
funding rural parishes and church organisations, however, the measures being delivered pro-
vide supports for individuals, groups and communities right across the country, in line with the 
objectives set out in the legislation. I would note that many schemes operated by my Depart-
ment provide supports for rural areas and communities, and specific schemes such as the Com-
munity Enhancement Programme can provide small capital grants for facilities in both rural and 
urban areas to local voluntary and community organisations.

21/07/2020WRY05200Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRY05300489. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by her 
Department and each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 
2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16840/20]

21/07/2020WRY05400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that my Department did not award contracts to Aramark during the timeframe in ques-
tion. 

However, Pobal, an agency under my Department’s remit, had contracts during the time-
frame totalling €2,486.01 at external locations where Aramark held those contracts. 

21/07/2020WRY05500Departmental Correspondence
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21/07/2020WRY05600490. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
copy of correspondence delivered to a person (details supplied) in relation to the possible pros-
ecution of another person on grounds of animal cruelty or relating to other matters relevant to 
such a prosecution mentioned in correspondence between his Department and the person will 
be provided. [16918/20]

21/07/2020WRY05700514. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if cop-
ies of all correspondence will be provided between his officials and a person (details supplied) 
relating to the possible prosecution of another person for animal cruelty. [16919/20]

21/07/2020WRY05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 490 and 514 together.

A letter from a member of the public addressed to Minister Humphreys (dated January 
22nd) was received in DAFM on 24th January, and was passed to the appropriate senior line 
manager for consideration. It was passed to the Department without any representations, nota-
tion or any other contact from Minister Humphreys.  Once received the letter was passed to 
relevant officials for consideration, without any instruction or direction.  The Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) cannot make the letter publically available for Data 
Protection reasons.

Records of correspondence between the Secretary General and DAFM officials related to 
the possible prosecution are attached to this reply. These records have been redacted in line with 
provisions under the Freedom of Information Act 2014. 

I can confirm that the decision taken to withdraw the prosecution in this case was taken by 
the relevant officials having regard to the full and individual circumstances of this case. It is 
important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution cases 
to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a 
case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate 
or justifiable. 

Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For example, decisions can 
be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a result of a changes in circum-
stances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a satisfactory 
resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecution or, where appropriate, 
on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. 

It is entirely a matter for DAFM to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate to pro-
ceed with a prosecution against an individual. My Department takes its prosecutorial functions 
very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to manage 
prosecutions.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-21_pq490-514-21-07-2020_en.pdf  “>Correspondence</a>]

21/07/2020WRZ00200Felling Licences

21/07/2020WRZ00300491. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if consideration has been given to implementing a solution to address the backlog of felling 
licences waiting to be processed; if staff numbers will be increased to manage the processing of 
same; his views on whether the process is too onerous on both applicants and officials; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16522/20]
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21/07/2020WRZ00400492. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average turnaround time for the processing of felling licences; if this is in line with target times 
set out in the Forestry Act 2014; the average turnaround time for the processing of appeals; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16523/20]

21/07/2020WRZ00500493. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to reform the forestry and agricultural appeals regulation; if he will consider setting up a 
technical group to review possible improvements which could be made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16524/20]

21/07/2020WRZ00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 491, 492 and 493 together.

The commencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 in May, 2017 brought about significant 
changes in the consent process for forestry operations.  Felling licences are now valid for up to 
10 years and may cover several felling events, such as thinning then clear felling on the same 
plot.  Landowners considering future operations, have the opportunity of applying for a tree 
felling licence well in advance of any operations taking place. 

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the 
sector, although of course not all licence are used immediately.  My Department is intensively 
engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The current licensing difficulties are 
as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These 
were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) deci-
sions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  
These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully meet environmental require-
ments, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoidable.  All licence applications 
are subject to a statutory public notification system.  

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been chal-
lenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant 
that there have been delays in issuing licences.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to 
introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe 
we now have that in place.  My Department’s licensing decisions are being confirmed at the 
Forestry Appeals Committee, which gives confidence in these revised procedures. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.   

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit applications that are of 
the required standard and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided. 
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I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
licensing system for many years to come. 

The table below shows applications for felling licences received and decisions issued in 
2018, 2019 and to 30th   June, 2020; the percentage decisions issued within and over four 
months; the average number of days to decision.  The objective under the Forestry Act 2014 is 
to issue a decision on a tree felling licence within four months.

- 2018 2019 2020
Applications re-
ceived

6,600 3,175 758

Licences issued 3,603 4,098 823
% issued within four 
months

77% 71% 60%

% issued over four 
months

23% 29% 40%

Average days to 
decision*

109 185 215

* For decisions made in the year indicated.

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is operationally independent of my Department.  
For decisions of the FAC made on appeals received in 2019, the average number of weeks from 
appeal to decision was 33. There is a committment under the Programme for Government to 
implement the Mackinnon Report and to review the forestry appeals process to ensure that it 
is aligned with other comparable appeals processes. I am considering how best this might be 
achieved and expect to be announcing some efficiencies in this regard in the coming weeks. 

21/07/2020WRZ00900Fishing Licences

21/07/2020WRZ01000494. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a fishing licence will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16539/20]

21/07/2020WRZ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act 2003 transferred the functions of sea-fishing boat licensing from the Min-
ister to the Licensing Authority for Sea-fishing Boats, which operates on an independent basis 
subject to criteria set out in that Act and Ministerial Policy Directives.  The Licensing Authority 
is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats, an official of the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine or, under the superintendence of the Registrar General, the Deputy Registrar 
General of Fishing Boats.  All applications for sea-fishing boat licences are considered by the 
Licensing Authority. 

I have made enquiries of the Registrar General who advises me that an application has 
been received from the individual. This has been duly processed, and a letter of offer issued to 
them by post on 5th May.  The offer of a licence conveyed in respect of the vessel is subject to 
compliance with certain conditions including, inter alia, requirements for the applicant to prove 
ownership of the vessel, to satisfy safety requirements and to provide replacement capacity in 
the form of gross tonnes and kilowatts for the relevant segment or sub-segment at a ratio of 1:1 
under the strict EU entry/exit regime.  
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Capacity in the form of gross tonnage and engine power is not an asset owned by the De-
partment or by the Licensing Authority. It is a privately-owned tradable asset that, with certain 
exceptions, may be sold, traded or realised as a financial asset on the tonnage market. Only 
off-register capacity (i.e. capacity from a vessel which has been removed from the Fishing Boat 
Register) may be sold or traded etc.  All transfers of capacity must be approved by the Licens-
ing Authority. 

Under fleet segmentation/sub-segmentation rules provided for in Ministerial Policy Direc-
tives, capacity being used to introduce (i.e. license and register) a vessel must be taken out of 
the same segment or sub-segment into which the vessel is being introduced. The transfer of 
capacity between Segments and Sub-segments is prohibited.   

Following compliance by the applicant of all of the licence offer conditions, a non-operative 
licence will be issued in order for the vessel to be entered on the Register of Fishing Boats and 
to be licensed to fish on receipt of an endorsed registration application from a Local Registrar 
of Shipping. 

21/07/2020WRZ01200Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRZ01300495. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the 
starting annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was con-
ducted for each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and 
special adviser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular form. 
[16555/20]

21/07/2020WRZ01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd 
Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as Special Adviser and that 
person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.

21/07/2020WRZ01500Bord Iascaigh Mhara

21/07/2020WRZ01600496. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in allocations by Bord Iascaigh Mhara under the fisheries local area action 
group fund; when allocations are expected; if there was a funding cut in 2020 to the fund; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16595/20]

21/07/2020WRZ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Progranmme 2014-20 is 
the principal source of development funding for the fisheries, aquaculture and seafood process-
ing sectors.  The Programme includes a €12 million Fisheries Local Action Group Scheme 
which aids community and micro enterprise projects in fisheries and aquaculture communities, 
mostly projects concerning the seafood and wider maritime sectors. 
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Approval of grants under the EMFF FLAG Scheme is an operational matter for BIM in as-
sociation with the board of each of the seven FLAGs, who are responsible for selecting projects 
for funding.  I understand from BIM that the first round of 2020 grant offers under the FLAG 
scheme is due to be issued imminently to successful projects.

While my Department sets the budget for schemes over the course of the 7 year EMFF 
Programme, the annual allocation within BIM’s vote for individual schemes is an operational 
matter for BIM. 

21/07/2020WRZ01800Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRZ01900497. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm grant application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16603/20]

21/07/2020WRZ02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The person 
named has submitted an application under TAMS II, tranche 17 under the Animal Welfare 
Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme.  This application has passed the initial administrative 
checks required and will be subject to the ranking and selection process. Ranking and selection 
is the process of ranking each application in each tranche using certain pre-defined criteria. If 
the application is successful at this stage, it will then be subject to technical checking and if the 
application passes these checks, approval will issue in writing to the applicant concerned.

Details of the criteria for all TAMS II measures including the Animal Welfare Safety and 
Nutrient Storage Scheme are available on the Department’s website.

21/07/2020WRZ02100Horse Racing Ireland

21/07/2020WRZ02200498. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has spoken to the Chief Executive Officer of Horse Racing Ireland recently; if so, the issues 
discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16615/20]

21/07/2020WRZ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial State Body responsible for the overall administration, promotion 
and development of the horse racing industry.  

My predecessor, together with Ministers of State Hackett and Heydon and officials from 
my Department met the CEO, the Chairperson of the Board and officials from HRI on Tuesday 
14th July 2020.  

The items discussed included:

- HRI’s Strategic Plan 2020 to 2024;

- the impact of Covid 19 on the Industry, and on the Racecourses in particular;

- the operation of the Tote;

- the scope for biodiversity measures at the Racecourses;

- and anticipated impacts of Brexit on the Industry.

It is my intention to meet with all the State Bodies under the aegis of my Department in the 
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near future. 

21/07/2020WRZ02400Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRZ02500499. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a grant application will be expedited for a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16617/20]

21/07/2020WRZ02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The person 
named has submitted an application under TAMS II, tranche 17 under the Animal Welfare 
Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme.  This application has passed the initial administrative 
checks required and will be subject to the ranking and selection process. Ranking and selection 
is the process of ranking each application in each tranche using certain pre-defined criteria. If 
the application is successful at this stage it will then be subject to technical checking and if the 
application is successful, approval will issue in writing to the applicant concerned.

Details of the criteria for all TAMS II measures including the Animal Welfare Safety and 
Nutrient Storage Scheme are available on the Department’s website.

21/07/2020WRZ02700Greyhound Industry

21/07/2020WRZ02800500. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to instances of greyhounds being used in the racing sector that 
are pups bred from litters outside of the permitted threshold in the past two years to date; the 
sanctions he can impose on breeders and or the Irish Greyhound Board as a result of these 
breaches; if his officials have investigated these matters; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16622/20]

21/07/2020WRZ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Bord na gCon 
(BnG) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly 
to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

Section 26 of the Greyhound Industry Act 1958 establishes the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) 
as the controlling authority for the breeding of greyhounds in Ireland. All matings are registered 
with the ICC in addition to litter declarations. The Irish Greyhound Stud Book is statutorily 
maintained by the ICC. 

Pursuant to Article 3 of the Greyhound Industry (Racing) Regulations S.I. 302 of 2007, it is 
a requirement for a greyhound to be registered with the ICC before it can race at a Bord na gCon 
licensed track.  Currently a greyhound first comes to the attention of BnG when it is presented 
for its first trial at around 13 months.

The Deputy refers to a “permitted threshold” related to the breeding of greyhounds. Article 
11 of the Welfare of Greyhound Act, S.I. 29 of 2011, confines any breeder of a greyhound brood 
to 6 litters during the lifetime of the brood. Two additional litters are permissible under this 
legislation on the mandatory provision that a veterinary practitioner certifies with the ICC, that 
such breeding does not present a risk to the health or welfare of the brood. 

BnG has informed me that it is not aware of any breach of this legislative provision, nor 
has any been reported in the last two years  and accordingly BnG is not, nor has been involved, 
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in any related investigatory activity. The ICC has also informed my Department that there has 
been no report of any breach of the limits placed on mating/litter.

My Department has no role in the monitoring or enforcement of the thresholds referred to 
by the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRZ03000Harbours and Piers

21/07/2020WRZ03100501. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he will review and reverse the decision of his predecessor not to continue with the 
almost €9 million of public money invested into the breakwater project adjoined to Greencastle 
Harbour, County Donegal to ensure that this project, abandoned at an incomplete stage, is now 
taken to fruition. [16643/20]

21/07/2020WRZ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Greencastle 
Harbour is owned by Donegal County Council and responsibility for its maintenance and de-
velopment rests with that Local Authority in the first instance, and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, thereafter. 

My Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour 
Centres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl 
under statute. In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and mainte-
nance of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific 
piers, lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 
1902, and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the auspices of the Congested Districts 
Board.

As a result, my legislative remit does not extend to Greencastle Harbour, and given that the 
ownership of, and overall responsibility for Greencastle Harbour rests with the County Council, 
it is the Council who will decide if it wishes to carry out any further development, repair or 
maintenance of Greencastle Harbour. 

My Department co-funded and project managed works on phase one of a larger Greencastle 
Harbour development programme up to 2011, which involved the construction of a rock break-
water. Phase one of this project was jointly funded by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and Donegal County 
Council. The agreed funding breakdown was: 75% to be paid by the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, 12.5% to be paid by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs and 12.5% to be paid by Donegal County Council.

Funding of €8.35m was provided by my Department for this project between the years 
2006 – 2010. Funding for capital projects was, of necessity, significantly reduced due to the 
economic conditions prevalent in 2010. Funding of €453,000 was provided for in my Depart-
ment’s 2011 capital programme to enable the Department to suspend the project in a safe and 
acceptable manner. In February 2012, my Department formally handed back responsibility for 
the Greencastle Harbour Project to Donegal County Council, following completion of works to 
safeguard the partially constructed breakwater. 

When Donegal County Council decide on the exact programme of works they wish to carry 
out, and the costing and timescale for those works, and notify their full intentions in this respect, 
the matter can be considered further in the context of Government priorities. 

My Department does provide limited funding to assist the 14 coastal Local Authorities in 
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carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority owned 
piers, harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure De-
velopment Programme, subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.  
Since 2010, Donegal County Council has received funding of € 3.1m under this programme.

Funding of €3.1m has been approved for the Local Authority element of my Department’s 
2020 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.  Donegal County 
Council has secured funding of €433,500 under this programme, to undertake 7 Harbour De-
velopment and 4 Marine Leisure projects. Of this funding, €90,000 has been allocated to repair 
works at Greencastle Harbour. 

21/07/2020WRZ03300Maritime Safety

21/07/2020WRZ03400502. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he will review and reverse the decision of his predecessor not to honour the commit-
ment to construct a sea survival centre at the National Fisheries School at Greencastle, County 
Donegal. [16644/20]

21/07/2020WRZ03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): This proposed 
project by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) has been assessed in the wider context of the provision 
of existing specialised professional sea survival training facilities within the State and the cost, 
both construction and operational, of such a facility. 

There are existing professional sea survival training facilities based at the National Mari-
time College of Ireland, Ringaskiddy, Co Cork. These facilities are a unique resource in Ireland 
and designed both for fundamental safety training and specialised survival training, to increase 
survival ability in emergency situations. The purpose built facilities are available for the provi-
sion of all necessary and required training for fishers across the State. 

There are no plans to proceed with an additional similar facility within the State.

21/07/2020WRZ03600Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRZ03700503. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
he will approve TAMS II tranche 17 funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16661/20]

21/07/2020WRZ03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Tranche 17 
of TAMS II closed on 5 June 2020. Under this tranche 4,952 new applications were received. 
These applications, together with those rolled over from tranche 16, bring the total number to 
be considered to 5,430. 

The process is that these applications must pass the initial administrative checks required 
and are then subject to the ranking and selection process. Ranking and selection is the process 
of ranking each application in each tranche using the pre-defined criteria. The processing of all 
these applications is underway and approvals will commence in the coming weeks. 

The indicative allocation for the TAMS II scheme over the course of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme is €395 million. To date, €228 million has been paid across all the available 
schemes and a further €77m in approvals have yet to be claimed by applicants.  Expenditure is 
being monitored on a weekly basis.
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21/07/2020WRZ03900Fisheries Protection

21/07/2020WRZ04000504. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a species (details supplied) in Irish waters [16667/20]

21/07/2020WRZ04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Under Regula-
tion (EU) 2019/1241, on the conservation of fisheries resources and the protection of marine 
ecosystems through technical measures, it is prohibited to fish for, retain on board, tranship, 
land, store, sell, display or offer for sale basking shark.  

Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 is given effect in Irish law by the Sea Fisheries (Technical Mea-
sures) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 520 of 2019).  The Regulation also requires that when caught 
accidentally, the shark shall not be harmed and must promptly be released back into the sea. 

21/07/2020WRZ04200Beef Industry

21/07/2020WRZ04300505. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide a beef regulator for farmers to ensure they are paid a fair price by the factories. 
[16684/20]

21/07/2020WRZ04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): As the Deputy 
will be aware, there is a commitment in the new Programme for Government to the establish-
ment of a new authority called the National Food Ombudsman (NFO) to enforce the Unfair 
Trading Practices Directive. 

The NFO will have a specific role in reporting on price and market data in Ireland, but the 
Deputy should be aware, the Ombudsman will not have a role in determining prices for beef or 
any other commodity. 

21/07/2020WRZ04500Afforestation Programme

21/07/2020WRZ04600506. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the backlog of forestry applications [16795/20]

21/07/2020WRZ04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The com-
mencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 in May, 2017 brought about significant changes in the 
consent process for forestry operations.  Felling licences are now valid for up to 10 years and 
may cover several felling events, such as thinning then clear felling on the same plot.  Land-
owners considering future operations, have the opportunity of applying for a tree felling licence 
well in advance of any operations taking place.

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the sec-
tor, although of course all licences are not used immediately.  My Department is intensively 
engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The current licensing difficulties are 
as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These 
were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) deci-
sions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  
These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully meet environmental require-
ments, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoidable.  All licence applications 
are subject to a statutory public notification system.  
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I have appointed a project management team to take a number of measures, including the 
deployment of additional staff and resources to address the issues.

21/07/2020WRZ04800Veterinary Inspection Service

21/07/2020WRZ04900507. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to transfer the responsibility for vet inspections of abattoirs, slaughterhouses and meat 
plants from county councils to his Department. [16825/20]

21/07/2020WRZ05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): All meat pro-
cessing and slaughter plants whose meat is destined for human consumption must meet the re-
quirements set out in detailed EU regulations relating to food safety, animal health and welfare. 

Large scale slaughter plants operate under the supervision of my Department, while smaller 
scale abattoirs are supervised by the Local Authority Veterinary Service. 

My Department has no plans to take over the statutory obligations currently carried out by 
the Local Authority Veterinary Services. 

21/07/2020WRZ05100Beef Industry

21/07/2020WRZ05200508. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has received a submission from the beef crisis discussion group; if he has met the group; if 
not, his plans to meet the group; his strategy to deal with the issues and the plan put forward by 
the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16826/20]

21/07/2020WRZ05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I can confirm 
that a representation was received by my office on behalf of the Beef Crisis Discussion Group 
last week.  A response to the issues raised is being prepared and a reply will be issued in due 
course. 

My Department and I engage on an ongoing basis with sector stakeholders on a range of 
issues.  

The Programme for Government outlines the priorities regarding agriculture, including, 
with regard to the Beef Sector:

1. Ensuing the Beef Market Taskforce implements the agreement reached with stakeholders 
in the beef sector.

2. Ensuring greater transparency, cooperation, and fairness in the beef industry throughout 
the supply chain – from farm to fork.

3. Ensuring that the challenges beef farmers have been dealing with are recognised and sup-
ported under the next CAP.

4. Encourage the establishment of more producer organisations in the beef sector, to provide 
farmers with the opportunity to build strength in the marketplace.

5. Work at EU level for the development of a Protected Geographical Indicator (PGI) for 
Irish beef.

6. Prioritise funds for the promotion of beef in key markets through Bord Bia.
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7. Acknowledge the important and unique role that the suckler sector plays in the beef in-
dustry and commit to developing supports that recognise this critical role.

21/07/2020WRZ05400Greyhound Industry

21/07/2020WRZ05500509. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if additional funding has been released to the Irish Greyhound Board in respect of works to 
be carried out at Mullingar greyhound stadium; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16829/20]

21/07/2020WRZ05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

My Department has not released any additional funding in respect of works to be carried out 
at Mullingar greyhound stadium. 

21/07/2020WRZ05700Greyhound Industry

21/07/2020WRZ05800510. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the Irish Greyhound Board is compliant with fire safety regulations at each track it operates; 
the number of inspections carried out at tracks in the past three years to date; the outcomes of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16830/20]

21/07/2020WRZ05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and therefore 
the question has been referred to the body for direct reply. 

21/07/2020WRAA00200Horse Racing Ireland

21/07/2020WRAA00300511. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he and or his predecessor engaged with Horse Racing Ireland in relation to an alliance formed 
with an organisation (details supplied); if so, the nature of the engagements; and if another or-
ganisation remains a fully owned subsidiary of Horse Racing Ireland. [16831/20]

21/07/2020WRAA00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial State Body responsible for the overall administration, promotion 
and development of the horse racing industry. 

I am aware that the board of HRI gave approval for a new strategic alliance between Tote 
Ireland and the UK Tote Group (UKTG) for the period 2021-2027. 

I have been informed that the governance of Tote Ireland will not change and the Tote will 
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remain 100% owned by HRI.

21/07/2020WRAA00500Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRAA00600512. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his 
Department and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16834/20]

21/07/2020WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that the information requested in relation to my Department is set out in the 
attached table. 

As regards the twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information re-
quested is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

- Value of contracts awarded to Aramark 
Ireland and its subsidiaries €

2016 Nil
2017 Nil
2018 61,313
2019 91,970
2020 (up to 14th July) 45,985

21/07/2020WRAA00800Agriculture Scheme Appeals

21/07/2020WRAA00900513. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the posi-
tion in relation to an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16892/20]

21/07/2020WRAA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. 

I have been advised by the Agriculture Appeals Office that a request for a review of the 
Appeals Officer’s decision was received from the person named.  I understand that the person 
seeking the review has recently submitted further documentation to the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice in support of the request and I am informed that this will be taken into consideration when 
reaching a determination.

Reviews are conducted by the Director of Agriculture Appeals in accordance with the Ag-
riculture Appeals Act 2001.  I am informed that requests for reviews are generally dealt with 
in order of receipt.  While it is not possible to give a precise timeframe for completion of the 
review, I am advised that every effort is being made to finalise the case as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 514 answered with Question No. 490.

21/07/2020WRAA01200Felling Licences

21/07/2020WRAA01300515. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will address concerns that the number of forestry felling licences being approved has increased 
the number of appeals being lodged under the ecology heading (details supplied) which is lead-
ing to serious delays and backlogs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16960/20]

21/07/2020WRAA01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The com-
mencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 in May, 2017 brought about significant changes in the 
consent process for forestry operations.  Felling licences are now valid for up to 10 years and 
may cover several felling events, such as thinning then clear felling on the same plot.  Land-
owners considering future operations, have the opportunity of applying for a tree felling licence 
well in advance of any operations taking place.

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the sec-
tor, although of course not all licences are used immediately.  My Department is intensively 
engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The current licensing difficulties are 
as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These 
were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) deci-
sions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  
These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully meet environmental require-
ments, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoidable.  All licence applications 
are subject to a statutory public notification system.  

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been chal-
lenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant 
that there have been delays in issuing licences.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to 
introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe 
we now have that in place.  My Department’s licensing decisions are being confirmed at the 
Forestry Appeals Committee, which gives confidence in these revised procedures. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.   

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit applications that are of 
the required standard and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided.

I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
licensing system for many years to come.

21/07/2020WRAA01500Ministerial Meetings

21/07/2020WRAA01600516. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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details of each official engagement and meeting he attended during the period 27 June 2020 to 
14 July 2020. [17009/20]

21/07/2020WRAA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): During the 
period in question, my predecessor as Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Barry 
Cowen TD met with a number of farm organisations and some State agencies that fall under the 
remit of this Department. 

He also had introductory video calls with EU Trade Commissioner, Phil Hogan, EU Com-
missioner for Agriculture, Janusz Wojciechowski as well as the EU Commissioner for Environ-
ment, Oceans and Fisheries, Virginijus Sinkevicius.  

In addition, he also discussed matters of mutual interest with his Northern Ireland counter-
part, Minister for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, Edwin Poots MLA and the UK 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, George Eustice MP.  

21/07/2020WRAA01800Felling Licences

21/07/2020WRAA01900517. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to expand the criteria to protect more trees on private and public land; if he will issue 
a national directive to oblige counties to develop a tree management strategy; his further plans 
to develop a national tree plan to streamline tree preservation orders across each county; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17037/20]

21/07/2020WRAA02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Tree preserva-
tion orders are a matter for the Local Authority in which the relevant tree or trees are located. 
These orders are covered under Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and 
therefore come under the remit of  my colleague Darragh O’Brien T.D Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local Government. 

21/07/2020WRAA02100Basic Payment Scheme

21/07/2020WRAA02200518. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 171 of 13 December 2018, when outstanding grants for 
2013 will be paid to a person (details supplied); if they were paid, the date of payment and the 
account to which the money was lodged in view of the fact payment was promised in January 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17056/20]

21/07/2020WRAA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): An official 
from my Department has contacted a nominated contact for this application to finalise the ar-
rangements for the processing of the outstanding payment.    

21/07/2020WRAA02400Fur Farming

21/07/2020WRAA02500519. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on prohibiting fur farming; the progress on legislation regarding the prohibition of fur 
farming; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17062/20]

21/07/2020WRAA02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment is in the process of preparing a Bill to provide for the phased introduction of a ban on fur 
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farming which will include a prohibition on mink farming. 

Along with animal welfare considerations, social and economic aspects in relation to the 
industry need to be taken into account. The Bill will make it illegal for any new fur farms to be 
established and will put in place phase-out arrangements for the small number of current opera-
tors. This will allow for an orderly wind down of the sector and allow time for employees to 
find alternative opportunities. 

The Programme for Government 2020 contains a clear commitment regarding the prohibi-
tion of fur farming and Department officials are currently preparing the appropriate draft heads 
of a Bill to facilitate the achievement of this objective with a view to seeking Government au-
thority at an early date.

21/07/2020WRAA02700Horse Sport Ireland

21/07/2020WRAA02800520. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department will support the application by Horse Sport Ireland to become a commercial semi-
State body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17093/20]

21/07/2020WRAA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Horse Sport 
Ireland is a company limited by guarantee.  This organisational configuration has been in place 
since its inception in 2008. A comprehensive review of the structure was carried out by Inde-
con Consultants in 2017 and recommended certain changes which are in the process of being 
implemented.  

I am not aware of any proposal or any request to change its configuration.

21/07/2020WRAA03000Harbours and Piers

21/07/2020WRAA03100521. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the upgrading of Dinish Pier in Castletownbere, County Cork; the reason construction 
has stalled; and when the upgrade is expected to be completed. [17097/20]

21/07/2020WRAA03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine owns, operates and maintains six designated State-
owned Fishery Harbour Centres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, 
Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute.

Following a competitive tender competition, my Department awarded a contract to L&M 
Keating Ltd. to construct a 216 metre quay extension on Dinish Island, Castletownbere. Work 
commenced on the €25m project in October 2018 and to date there has been significant progress 
in the delivery of the project, with a substantial element of the works now completed.

Recently, work on the site slowed dramatically and the current situation is that work has 
ceased. My Department, in conjunction with its Consulting Engineers who are administering 
the works contract, are engaged closely with the contractor in this regard.

21/07/2020WRAA03300Forestry Sector

21/07/2020WRAA03400522. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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number of licences for felling, afforestation and forest roads issued by month between 1 Janu-
ary 2015 and 1 June 2020, inclusive in tabular form.  [17098/20]

21/07/2020WRAA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment provides extensive statistical data on its website.  It must be noted that prior to the com-
mencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 on 24th May, 2017, consent for afforestation and forest 
road works was by way of approval rather than by licence.  The following tables provide the 
number of approvals/licences issued for the years 2015 to 30th June, 2020.  

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the sec-
tor.  My Department is intensively engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The 
current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assess-
ment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the 
European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) and others.  These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully 
meet environmental requirements, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoid-
able.  All licence applications are subject to a statutory public notification system.  

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been chal-
lenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant 
that there have been delays in issuing licences.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to 
introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe 
we now have that in place.  My Department’s licensing decisions are being confirmed at the 
Forestry Appeals Committee, which gives confidence in these revised procedures. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required. 

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.  

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit only applications which 
have a realistic chance of being planted, to ensure all applications are of the required standard 
and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided.

I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
licensing system for many years to come.

Afforesta-
tion

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

January 151 122 160 84 63 41
February 151 124 99 104 78 58
March 183 158 154 109 69 56
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Afforesta-
tion

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

April 169 182 170 120 87 69
May 152 135 140 67 57 33
June 126 86 106 47 32 22
July 92 68 51 31 30
August 104 85 54 35 60
September 114 107 55 71 22
October 152 113 64 78 42
November 223 176 101 55 26
December 134 110 89 54 22
Total 1,751 1,466 1,243 855 588 279

Forest 
Roads

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

January 54 47 48 35 101 19
February 22 27 37 31 59 32
March 29 36 29 28 39 40
April 26 24 37 21 51 38
May 31 39 31 36 48 37
June 22 41 44 37 47 24
July 43 50 38 26 48
August 53 80 43 60 46
September 49 62 35 38 25
October 37 48 41 62 24
November 50 43 64 53 22
December 59 32 33 34 32
Total 475 529 480 461 542 190

Tree Fell-
ing

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

January 302 235 245 232 513 81
February 242 274 167 106 1,079 177
March 126 185 181 203 664 180
April 109 114 132 130 568 127
May 145 234 190 212 124 149
June 98 177 59 149 272 85
July 124 206 444 83 356
August 85 275 408 704 124
September 249 497 540 738 156
October 805 324 165 579 73
November 258 2,927 358 386 134
December 199 1,283 217 81 117
Total 2,742 6,731 3,106 3,603 4,180 799

21/07/2020WRAA03600Forestry Sector
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21/07/2020WRAA03700523. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the significant backlog of forest licensing approvals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17099/20]

21/07/2020WRAA03800524. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the av-
erage age of a felling licence for the calendar years 2015 to 2019, inclusive (details supplied); 
and the number of applications, in absolute and relative terms, that are decided in periods of 
time greater than four months. [17100/20]

21/07/2020WRAA03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 523 and 524 together.

The commencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 in May, 2017 brought about significant 
changes in the consent process for forestry operations.  Felling licences are now valid for up to 
10 years and may cover several felling events, such as thinning then clear felling on the same 
plot.  Landowners considering future operations, have the opportunity of applying for a tree 
felling licence well in advance of any operations taking place. 

I am acutely aware that delays in issuing licences has led to difficulties for some in the 
sector, although of course not all licence are used immediately.  My Department is intensively 
engaging with all relevant stakeholders on these issues. The current licensing difficulties are 
as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These 
were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) deci-
sions and their subsequent interpretation by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  
These findings meant that in order to grant licences which fully meet environmental require-
ments, fundamental changes to the licensing system were unavoidable.  All licence applications 
are subject to a statutory public notification system.  

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been chal-
lenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately meant 
that there have been delays in issuing licences.  It has taken substantial resources and effort to 
introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative requirements, and I believe 
we now have that in place.  My Department’s licensing decisions are being confirmed at the 
Forestry Appeals Committee, which gives confidence in these revised procedures. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritise files in a manner 
which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 
deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term.  Applicants who have or are prepared 
to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.  

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, will oversee and moni-
tor delivery.  There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect efficiencies. 
A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of progress, with a 
dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the project.  While much of 
the success of the project plan lies with my Department, stakeholders also need to engage with 
it.  This will require a commitment from forestry companies to submit applications that are of 
the required standard and quality, and to submit NISs in accordance with the guidance provided.

I am more than aware that the current situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disrup-
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tion which, when resolved, will make for a better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry 
licensing system for many years to come.

The table below shows data for applications for tree felling licences.  It should be noted that 
prior to the commencement of the Forestry Act, 2014 on 24th May, 2017, all tree felling licenc-
es were dealt with manually and age-related data are not available for all the years requested.  
The data below are for 2018 to 2020.

- 2018 2019 2020
Applications re-
ceived

6,600 3,175 758

Licences issued 3,603 4,098 823
% issued within four 
months

77% 71% 60%

% issued over four 
months

23% 29% 40%

Average days to 
decision*

109 185 215

* For decisions made in the year indicated.

21/07/2020WRAA04100Forestry Sector

21/07/2020WRAA04200525. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide details of tree planting rates and numbers conducted through afforestation by li-
cense under section 22 of the Forestry Act 2014 in tabular form. [17101/20]

21/07/2020WRAA04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment provides annual planting and other statistics on its website.  My Department does not keep 
data on the number of trees planted at sites, rather the hectares planted.  The table below shows 
the hectares planted per county in the last three full years.

- 2017 2018 2019
Carlow 62.37 25.57 21.75
Cavan 316.67 320.63 167.45
Clare 518.38 261.71 352.43
Cork 419.69 297.03 423.40
Donegal 54.13 63.86 44.52
Dublin 10.80 4.21 35.10
Galway 400.32 286.60 278.78
Kerry 377.66 332.44 301.47
Kildare 33.02 79.28 24.88
Kilkenny 89.55 136.13 89.06
Laois 98.57 71.21 49.09
Leitrim 536.22 298.66 289.18
Limerick 99.48 81.01 156.49
Longford 200.70 171.44 62.02
Louth 21.85 10.31 1.27
Mayo 531.78 255.97 239.07
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- 2017 2018 2019
Meath 122.04 105.87 51.33
Monaghan 61.38 86.74 59.28
Offaly 165.63 72.05 76.24
Roscommon 431.11 399.28 315.09
Sligo 189.96 139.34 119.35
Tipperary 161.65 127.67 157.84
Waterford 163.40 42.60 49.45
Westmeath 206.88 174.65 77.03
Wexford 114.36 60.45 58.86
Wicklow 148.15 120.77 49.46
Total 5,535.75 4,025.48 3,549.89
This represents tree planting on private lands, which is funded under the Department’s For-

estry Programme 2014-2020. The rate of afforestation has been in decline in recent years, due 
to a number of factors including competition for land amongst land owners regarding the value 
and management of their forests, negative public perception of forestry and difficulties and de-
lays in issuing licences. The Programme for Government contains commitments to support the 
forestry sector and woodland creation and to tackle these issues. 

21/07/2020WRAA04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

21/07/2020WRAA04500526. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to a failure to ensure sales note return by fish buyers has resulted in 
almost one quarter of the boats under ten metres in length that applied for the July tie-up scheme 
have been deemed ineligible; the number of inshore boats being turned down for the temporary 
tie-up scheme for June 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17102/20]

21/07/2020WRAA04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): To assist with 
the impacts of the Covid-19 Pandemic on our fisheries sector and in response to requests for 
aid from fisheries representatives, a Temporary Fleet Tie-up Scheme was introduced under 
my Department’s European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Programme 2014-20.  The Tie-up 
Scheme is a safety net scheme designed to assist active fishermen who consider that it is not 
economical to fish in the present market environment, by aiding them to tie-up their vessel for 
a one or two month period over June to August.  The Scheme provides participants with aid to 
cover the typical fixed costs of the vessel size concerned, complementing the income supports 
separately available from Government under the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and Wage 
Subsidy Scheme.  

In order to ensure that aid is directed to active fishermen only, and bearing in mind that 
many smaller vessels in our fleet do not have vessel monitoring systems or EU Logbooks, a 
scheme requirement was introduced that applicants must have minimum sales of €5,000 in 
2019 recorded on the Sales Notes System operated by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 
(SFPA).  With some limited exceptions, sales of fish must, by law, be recorded on the Sales 
Notes System.  

The day-to-day operation of the Sales Notes System, including compliance matters, is an 
operational matter for the SFPA and I am therefore precluded from involvement in this matter.
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21/07/2020WRAA04700Meat Processing Plants

21/07/2020WRAA04800527. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will establish a taskforce to review working conditions in the meat processing industry in view 
of recent media reports and statements presented to the Oireachtas Special Committee on Co-
vid-19 Response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17103/20]

21/07/2020WRAA04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): In the context 
of the Covid19 pandemic, primary responsibility for public health policy and implementation 
rests with the Department of Health and the HSE. Responsibility for health and safety in the 
workplace rests with the Health and Safety Authority, under the auspices of the Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

My Department’s statutory responsibility in the context of meat plants is to ensure that the 
Department approved meat plants operate in compliance with the EU’s food hygiene legisla-
tion, animal health and animal welfare standards. 

As part of the whole of Government response to the pandemic, my Department will con-
tinue to contribute to the HSE-chaired National Outbreak Control Team and will provide any 
support required to the HSE at local and national level.

21/07/2020WRAA05000Agriculture Schemes

21/07/2020WRAA05100528. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a farmer could continue to claim BPS and relevant rural development payments under force 
majeure if a mudslide occurs and leaves land unfit for agricultural purposes for a period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17136/20]

21/07/2020WRAA05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The terms 
and conditions for schemes such as the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and rural development 
schemes such as the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme include provision for force majeure 
cases, and these provisions would include instances such as the recent bog slide. 

Where a farmer is concerned that such an event might have an impact on their scheme pay-
ments, they should contact my Department to inform them of the circumstances of their own 
particular case and to provide evidence of the impact on their own landholding. 

Farmers can write to the Direct Payments Unit, Government Offices, Abbeyleix Road, Port-
laoise or ring 076 106 4420. This will ensure that the Department is aware of cases which may 
be impacted and all such cases will be examined individually.

21/07/2020WRAA05300Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme

21/07/2020WRAA05400529. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of late applicants to the BEEP-S scheme by county, in tabular form; the number within 
these applications that have been accepted, rejected or are outstanding, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17166/20]

21/07/2020WRAA05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The objective 
of the Beef Environmental Efficiency Programme – Suckler is to further increase economic and 
environmental efficiency in the suckler herd through better quality data on herd performance, 
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supporting decision making on farm and support of best practice in welfare management.

The scheme opened on 12th March 2020 and the closing date for receipt of applications was 
15th May 2020.  Applications were made via my Department’s online application system at 
www.agfood.ie  .  More than 27,000 applications were received on time. 

The table below sets out the position in relation to late applications to this programme.

County Total Received Total Accepted Total Rejected Total Pending
Cavan 6 1 5 0
Clare 2 1 0 1
Cork 8 3 5 0
Donegal 4 2 2 0
Galway 6 2 3 1
Kerry 9 4 4 1
Kildare 2 1 1 0
Kilkenny 2 0 2 0
Laois 1 0 0 1
Leitrim 1 1 0 0
Limerick 2 0 2 0
Mayo 15 4 10 1
Meath 2 0 2 0
Roscommon 4 1 3 0
Offaly 2 0 1 1
Sligo 5 0 4 1
Tipperary 2 0 2 0
Westmeath 5 1 3 1
Wicklow 5 1 2 2
Total 83 22 51 10

21/07/2020WRAA05600EU Directives

21/07/2020WRAA05700530. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans with to enact unfair trading practices legislation as per EU Directive 2019/633 of the 
European Parliament; if he plans to implement additional measures in line with the flexibility 
provided for in the directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17167/20]

21/07/2020WRAA05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to the establishment of a new authority to be 
called the National Food Ombudsman to enforce the provisions of Directive (EU) No. 2019/633 
Unfair Trading Practices (UTP Directive), which must be transposed into Irish law by 1 May 
2021. Any proposed measures that extend beyond the minimum harmonisation requirements of 
the UTP Directive would require primary legislation. 

My Department has been engaged in preparations, in consultation with the Department of 
Business Enterprise and Innovation for the transposition into national legislation of the Direc-
tive by the deadline. The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC), under 
the aegis of the Department of Business Enterprise and Innovation, is the enforcement author-
ity for S.I. No. 35/2016 (Groceries Goods Undertakings Regulations, 2016).  The legal and 
operational matters associated with the transposition of the UTP Directive and the associated 
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Programme for Government committment are currently being assessed. 

21/07/2020WRBB00200Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB00300531. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the next tranche of TAMS will be open for application; if the tranche will facilitate applications 
for the purchase of machinery for the purpose of cutting vegetation as an alternative to the use 
of chemical sprays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17168/20]

21/07/2020WRBB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Organic 
Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS II is currently open for applications and offers organic 
farmers the opportunity to apply for items such as toppers, mowers and mulchers.  It is not 
planned at present to make any change to the investment list to include these items for all farm-
ers. Full details of these investments and all the TAMS II measures can be found on the Depart-
ment’s website.

21/07/2020WRBB00500Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB00600532. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
in which TAMS tranches are advertised by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [17169/20]

21/07/2020WRBB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): Full details 
of the TAMS II tranche dates are made available on my Department’s website and in press re-
leases issued. They are also communicated to stakeholders through, for example, meetings of 
the Farmers Charter group. These details are regularly updated as the dates are finalised. The 
current tranche opened on 6 June 2020 and closes on 7 August 2020.

21/07/2020WRBB00800Live Exports

21/07/2020WRBB00900533. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will immediately suspend all live exports to Libya in view of the escalating situation there; 
if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17179/20]

21/07/2020WRBB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The export of 
animals is a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  It plays a significant role in stimulat-
ing price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers.  The Department 
facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring that 
live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards. 

In 2019, the combined total value of animal exports to the Irish economy was €167 million.  
The vast majority of animals moved are for trade within the EU.  A smaller proportion are ex-
ported to non-EU countries. 

My Department implements a stringent system of controls on the welfare of animals being 
exported, in particular, through a comprehensive legislative framework relating to the transport 
of animals by sea (The Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016). Only 
ships approved by my Department can load cattle for export from Ireland.  Cattle being export-
ed are monitored during the prescribed isolation period by Department Veterinary Inspectors 
and, in some cases, by Official Veterinarians from the importing countries. This is in addition to 
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work carried out by Private Veterinary Practitioners who carry out the testing required prior to 
export to enable certification. Animals are inspected and certified by Official Veterinarians from 
the Department with regard to their health status and fitness for travel.  Due regard is taken to 
weather conditions in respect of long distance transport

Ireland continues to work closely with other EU Member State and the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (OIE) with a view to improving animal welfare practices worldwide. In this 
regard, Ireland has reaffirmed its on-going commitment to animal welfare through additional 
OIE multi-annual financial assistance (€75,000 per annum over the period 2017-20) to support 
its activities directed towards enhancing animal welfare worldwide.

21/07/2020WRBB01100Felling Licences

21/07/2020WRBB01200534. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
felling licence will be issued for a person (details supplied) [17182/20]

21/07/2020WRBB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): An application 
for a tree felling licence was received from the person named in July 2019.  The proposed tree 
felling is within the 15km zone of impact for six designated sites, including the Blackwater 
River SAC, which is protected for freshwater pearl mussel.  The potential impacts of the tree 
felling operations on these sites cannot be excluded.  For this reason, the application was re-
ferred to my Department’s Ecology Unit for their assessment. 

There are currently delays to issuing decisions on forestry licence applications, which are 
as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These 
were introduced in response to important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) deci-
sions and their subsequent interpretation by the FAC and others.  These findings meant that in 
order to grant licences which fully meet environmental requirements, fundamental changes to 
the licensing system were unavoidable. 

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 
new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to deliver 
the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and 
administrative staff where required.

One aspect of this plan is prioritising applications where the applicant has submitted a Natu-
ra Impact Statement (NIS).  It is open to the person named to submit a NIS, which must be pre-
pared by a suitably qualified person, as their own expense.  If the applicant decides to provide a 
NIS, my Department will issue guidance, which will indicate on what areas the NIS must focus.

21/07/2020WRBB01400Fishing Industry

21/07/2020WRBB01500535. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when FLAG funding will be distributed to a fisherman such as a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17237/20]

21/07/2020WRBB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): My Depart-
ment’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Progranmme 2014-20 is 
the principal source of development funding for the fisheries, aquaculture and seafood process-
ing sectors.  The Programme includes a €12 million Fisheries Local Action Group Scheme 
which aids community and micro enterprise projects in fisheries and aquaculture communities, 
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mostly projects concerning the seafood and wider maritime sectors. 

Approval of grants under the EMFF FLAG Scheme is an operational matter for BIM in as-
sociation with the board of each of the seven FLAGs, who are responsible for selecting projects 
for funding.  I understand from BIM that the first round of 2020 grant offers under the FLAG 
scheme is due to be issued imminently to successful projects.

21/07/2020WRBB01700Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB01800536. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a TAMS application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17326/20]

21/07/2020WRBB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The person 
named applied for grant aid under tranche 17 for the Animal Welfare Safety and Nutrient Stor-
age Scheme and the Dairy Equipment Scheme of TAMS II.   Both applications have passed the 
initial administrative checks required and now the applications will be subject to the ranking 
and selection process which will be carried out shortly. Ranking and selection is the process of 
ranking each application in each tranche using certain pre-defined criteria. If the applications 
pass through ranking and selection they will then be subject to technical checks. If the applica-
tions are successful at that point, approval will issue in writing to the applicant concerned.

Details of the criteria for all TAMS II measures are available on the Department’s website.

21/07/2020WRBB02000Agriculture Scheme Appeals

21/07/2020WRBB02100537. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a BEAM scheme appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be expedited. 
[17337/20]

21/07/2020WRBB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. 

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure Scheme (BEAM) appeal was received from the named 
person on 18 February 2020.

The Agriculture Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal 
from my Department and all relevant documentation has been forwarded to the Appeals Office.  

I am advised that the appeal has been assigned to an Appeals Officer for examination and 
that the Appeals Office will be in contact with the appellant concerning the appeal in due course.

21/07/2020WRBB02300Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB02400538. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if dis-
cretion will be employed in the case of a person (details supplied) to allow for the late applica-
tion to the BEEP-S scheme in view of the extenuating circumstances arising from the Covid-19 
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17338/20]

21/07/2020WRBB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The objective 
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of the Beef Environmental Efficiency Programme – Suckler is to further increase economic and 
environmental efficiency in the suckler herd through better quality data on herd performance, 
supporting decision making on farm and support of best practice in welfare management.

 

The closing date for receipt of applications for this programme was 15th May 2020.  Appli-
cations could only be made via my Department’s online application system at www.agfood.ie.   
A request was received on 29th June 2020 from the person named requesting a review of their 
participation in the scheme as they had not submitted an application by the 15th May deadline.  

 

A review was carried out and a decision letter issued on 7th July 2020 outlining that a late 
application could not be accepted.   This letter also indicated that if the person named was dis-
satisfied  with the outcome of the review, they retain the right to appeal the matter to the Agri-
culture Appeals Office.

21/07/2020WRBB02600Basic Payment Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB02700539. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received single farm payment entitlements since 
2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17348/20]

21/07/2020WRBB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The Basic 
Payment Scheme (BPS) came into effect in 2015 as part of the new Common Agricultural 
Policy.   The precursor to BPS was the Single Payment Scheme (SPS) which commenced in 
2005 and came to an end on 31st December 2014.  All SPS entitlements held expired on that 
date and new BPS entitlements were allocated under to eligible farmers.  

In order to receive a set of BPS entitlements, there were a number of requirements which 
had to be met, one of which was to submit a Basic Payment Scheme application form detailing 
all the lands that they were being farmed.  This application had to be submitted on or before the 
closing date of 15 May 2015.  

A BPS application form was sent to the person named on 3 March 2015 for completion.  
According to the Department’s records, the person named did not submit a BPS application 
in the 2015 scheme year and therefore did not establish any BPS entitlements to qualify for a 
payment.

21/07/2020WRBB02900Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

21/07/2020WRBB03000540. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a penalty imposed on a person (details supplied) was due to a clerical error. [17391/20]

21/07/2020WRBB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): The person 
named submitted an application on 7 December 2018 under the TAMS II Young Farmer Capital 
Investment Scheme.  The application was approved and a payment claim was subsequently sub-
mitted on 19 March 2020. In this case, the applicant delivered a different investment than the 
one applied for and, in line with the Terms and Conditions of the scheme, a penalty was applied. 

A review of the penalty/reduction applied in this case has been requested and is currently 
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being carried out. The outcome of this review will be notified, in writing, directly to the person 
when it is completed.

21/07/2020WRBB03200Poultry Industry

21/07/2020WRBB03300541. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
commitment made by his Department to provide a compensation payment to farmers (details 
supplied) will be honoured without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17424/20]

21/07/2020WRBB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Dara Calleary): While no legal 
basis exists for a mandatory compensation scheme under EU legislation in respect of the partic-
ular subtype of the disease identified, a once-off financial support scheme has been established.  
Any of these affected flock owners are eligible to apply and subject to meeting the criteria as 
laid down in the terms and conditions for this one scheme will receive ex gratia payments at a 
maximum rate of €10,000 per flock owner.

The scheme received a budget allocation of €140,000 and payment amounts were deter-
mined by the number of eligible applicants i.e. affected flocks. There was no change to the 
overall budget allocation. It was not possible for my Department to indicate the level of com-
pensation per flock until the extent of the outbreak was known, as soon as this information was 
available my Department published the details of the scheme. 

Terms and conditions, including application forms are available on my Department’s web-
site and applications for the above referenced flock owners will be accepted until the deadline 
of 31 July 2020.

21/07/2020WRBB03500Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRBB03600542. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of advisers and special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting 
annual salary of each person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for 
each appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special ad-
viser; and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job sharing in tabular form. [16557/20]

21/07/2020WRBB03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): On the com-
mencement of every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines 
setting out the arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd 
Dáil are currently awaiting Government approval.  

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although 
the appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special 
Advisers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the 
Deputy may wish to note that I have identified two individuals to act as my Special Advisers 
who will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved 
and received by my Department.

21/07/2020WRBB03800Early Years Sector
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21/07/2020WRBB03900543. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if his 
attention has been drawn to the ongoing issue of the difficulty in recruiting suitably qualified 
support staff for early years settings; his plans to address this issue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16624/20]

21/07/2020WRBB04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I am acutely 
aware of the difficulties that many early learning and care services report in recruiting and 
retaining qualified staff, and the high rate of staff turnover in the sector. In Pobal’s latest Early 
Years Sector Profile Report 2018/2019, the staff turnover rate stood at 23% which, despite a 2% 
improvement on the previous year, is unsustainably high.

I believe that the key challenge to recruiting and retaining staff is the attractiveness of work-
ing in the sector. One way to address this issue is through improving wages and working condi-
tions. The increases in investment in recent years need to continue if we are to offer services 
that are of high quality, affordable and accessible. However, increased investment by itself will 
not ensure that staff wages and conditions will improve.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to support the establishment of a 
Joint Labour Committee in the childcare sector and the drawing up of an Employment Regu-
lation Order, which would determine minimum rates of pay for childcare workers, as well as 
terms and conditions of employment. Officials in my Department are liaising with officials in 
the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation in relation to the implications of the 
recent High Court decision on Sectoral Employment Orders and any implications this decision 
may have. 

My Department has set out its vision for the sector, and a roadmap to achieve it, in First 5, 
the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their families. First 5 recog-
nises that the workforce is at the heart of high-quality early learning and care and school-age 
childcare and seeks to build ‘an appropriately skilled and sustainable professional workforce 
that is supported and valued and reflects the diversity of babies, young children and their fami-
lies’. First 5 includes a commitment to achieve a graduate-led workforce.

Delivering on a further commitment in First 5, an expert group has been appointed to ex-
amine the current model of funding for early learning and care and school-age childcare and its 
effectiveness in delivering quality, affordable, sustainable and inclusive services. 

First 5 also includes a commitment to a Workforce Development Plan for the early learning 
and care and school age childcare sectors which will set out plans to raise the profile of careers 
in the sector, establishing role profiles, career pathways, qualifications requirements, and asso-
ciated policy mechanisms along with leadership development opportunities and work towards 
a more gender-balanced and diverse workforce. Work on developing the Workforce Develop-
ment Plan began last year and is on-going. 

21/07/2020WRBB04100Early Years Sector

21/07/2020WRBB04200544. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if he is 
satisfied there is sufficient capacity in the early years and school-age childcare system in view 
of the impact that Covid-19 has had on settings; the details of notifications of closures issued 
to Tusla for early years settings since January 2020 by service type; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16625/20]

21/07/2020WRBB04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Officials in my 
Department have been monitoring closely developments in relation to early learning and care 
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(ELC) and school age childcare (SAC) sectoral capacity, including the supply of, and demand 
for, places as COVID-19 restrictions ease. Supporting services as they reopen, and ensuring 
that capacity is sufficient to meet demand, is a key priority of my Department. 

The Annual Early Years Sector Profile 2019 demonstrated that, prior to the disruption caused 
by COVID-19, the sector was running at near capacity. However, recent IPSOS/MRBI surveys 
of parents commissioned by my Department indicate a drop in the number of families likely to 
seek to access ELC and SAC in the initial weeks of reopening. 

Expert guidance on the safe reopening of ELC and SAC services during the COVID-19 
pandemic was published by the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on 29 May. 
The guidance recommends, amongst other measures, the use of a “play pod” model to restrict 
interactions between closed groups of children and adults as an alternative to social distancing, 
on the basis that social distancing is not possible between young children. The public health 
advice does not require any change to minimum adult-child ratios or to regulatory space re-
quirements. While some settings may reduce capacity depending on their layout, there are no 
absolute requirements for capacity reduction, and most services should be able to comply with 
the public health advice with no or little reduction in capacity. 

On 10 June 2020, my Department announced a major funding package to facilitate the re-
opening of ELC and SAC services. In accordance with the Government Roadmap for Reopen-
ing Society and Business, and guided by the expert advice of the Health Protection Surveillance 
Centre (HSPC), ELC and SAC services resumed from 29 June. To this end, the Government has 
committed a €75m package of funding for reopening services over the summer months. This 
substantial investment recognises the important role that the ELC and SAC sector plays in the 
societal and economic infrastructure of the country. 

The funding package contains four significant elements: 

- A once-off Reopening Support Payment (RSP) for DCYA-funded providers opening be-
tween 29 June and early September. 

- A once-off COVID-19 capital grant for DCYA-funded providers opening between 29 June 
and early September. 

- Continued access for eligible providers to the Revenue-operated Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (TWSS) 

- Resumption of DCYA ELC and SAC programmes. 

In developing the funding package, it is recognised that a reduced number of children are 
likely to attend ELC and SAC services in the initial weeks of reopening. This funding pack-
age is tailored to allow providers to operate with potentially less parental income and to assist 
in meeting the increased costs associated with complying with public health requirements in a 
lower occupancy scenario.

The funding package will also help to ensure that ELC and SAC providers do not charge 
higher fees over the summer than they did pre-COVID-19. This will benefit parents and chil-
dren returning to services.

A key policy priority for the Department in this process is the sustainability of the ELC and 
SAC sector and hence it has and continues to work intensively to support services to reopen 
after COVID-19. The reopening funding aims to support providers to reopen, staff to remain in 
the sector, parents to resume work, and children to benefit from quality ELC and SAC.
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The latest data shows that 85% of services that ordinarily operate in July and August have 
now reopened.

Officials in the Department are now working on supports for the sector going forward. This 
will reflect the continued commitment to quality, affordable, accessible ELC and SAC, and will 
recognise the importance of having a sustainable sector, in the interests of providers, practitio-
ners, parents, children and economic recovery. Department officials are working closely with 
eight representative organisations of the sector through the Advisory Group on Reopening.

As of 15 July 2020, Tusla had been notified of 81 closures of services since January 2020. 
These are outlined as below:

Type of Service No. of Services
Full Day 15
Part Time 10
Childminding 4
Sessional 51
Drop in 1
Total 81
In 2019, 200 services closed and approximately 150 services closed in both 2017 and 2018. 

Services which close tend to be replaced with new services, or existing services expand to ab-
sorb their capacity. The number of childcare places in the sector has grown by approximately 
60% over the last 5 years. The average size of childcare service has grown from 33 to 47. 

State investment to the sector has increased by 141% over the last five budgets. The Gov-
ernment is committed to implementing First 5: A Whole-of- Government Strategy for Babies, 
Young Children and their Families  , which commits to at least doubling investment in Early 
Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare in the decade to 2028. 

The Programme for Government reaffirms the importance of reforming the ELC and SAC 
sector and this remains a priority for the Department over the coming year. 

21/07/2020WRBB04400Domestic Violence Services

21/07/2020WRBB04500545. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children who accessed Tusla funded domestic violence refuge accommodation in 
2019; the average length of time families spent in such accommodation; and the number of beds 
available on a given night in 2019. [16680/20]

21/07/2020WRBB04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, provides funding and coordination supports to some 60 organisations that 
deliver a range of services for victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence through-
out the country.

With regard to statistics relating to the use of Tusla-funded emergency domestic violence 
accommodation, Tusla has advised that data is collected retrospectively. The Department’s un-
derstanding is that full data for 2019 is not yet available. A data report with regard to 2019 
activity is scheduled to be published in Quarter 3 this year.

21/07/2020WRBB04700Departmental Contracts
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21/07/2020WRBB04800546. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
value of contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Depart-
ment and each body and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16836/20]

21/07/2020WRBB04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): My Department 
did not award any contract to this company or its subsidiaries during the timeframe specified.  
A contract may be defined as a legally signed agreement for the purchase of goods or services 
over a period of time.  Once off purchases are not included. 

A response has already been furnished to the Deputy from the Adoption Authority of Ire-
land. I have referred the question to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency and the Ombudsman 
for Children’s Office and asked them to provide the information sought directly to the Deputy.   

Oberstown Children Detention Campus has informed my Department of a contract with a 
subsidiary the details of which are in the table below.  It was for the provision of facilites man-
agement services.  

Value of Contract awarded (ex VAT) Date Awarded / Paid 
 €699,869 01/02/2019

21/07/2020WRBB05000Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRBB05100547. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sup-
ports considered to allow crèches to care for children under one in view of the fact many are 
refusing to take them as they require extra staffing which leaves parents returning to the work-
place without childcare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16867/20]

21/07/2020WRBB05200554. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views 
on the fact little or no childcare is now available for children under one year of age; and if he 
will assist parents still unable to get childcare in order to return from parental leave. [17236/20]

21/07/2020WRBB05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 547 and 554 together.

On 10 June 2020, my Department announced a major funding package to facilitate the 
reopening of early learning and care (ELC) and school-age childcare (SAC) services over the 
summer months. A further package is being examined to cover the period from 24 August on-
wards. This substantial investment recognises the important role that the ELC and SAC sector 
plays in the societal and economic infrastructure of the country. 

The new €75m funding package contains four significant elements: 

- A once-off Reopening Support Payment (RSP) for providers funded by my Department 
that are opening between 29 June and early September. 

- A once-off COVID-19 capital grant for providers funded by my Department that are open-
ing between 29 June and early September. 

- Continued access for eligible providers to the Revenue-operated Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (TWSS)

- Resumption of my Department’s ELC and SAC funding programmes.

In developing the above funding package, the Department recognised that a reduced number 
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of children were likely to attend ELC and SAC services in the initial weeks of reopening. This 
funding package was tailored to allow providers to operate with less parental income and to as-
sist in meeting the costs associated with complying with public health requirements.  

Expert guidance on the safe reopening of childcare services during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic was published by the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on Friday, 29 May.  
The guidance recommends use of a “play pod” model which restricts interactions between 
closed groups of children and adults as an alternative to social distancing, on the basis that so-
cial distancing is not possible between young children. Based on advice provided by the HPSC, 
the Regulations in relation to the adult-child ratios and the floor-space requirements for ELC or 
SAC services have not been amended as such changes are unnecessary where “play pods” are 
in use. Therefore additional staff are not required to meet adult child ratios for any age group. 

While some settings may reduce capacity depending on their layout, there are no required 
capacity reductions, and most services should be able to comply with the public health advice 
with no or little reduction in capacity. In addition, the use of play-pods and the fact that the 
Regulations in relation to the adult-child ratios and floor-space requirements have not changed 
mean that the costs of compliance with public health requirements have been kept to a mini-
mum.

By 17 July, of 1,800 ELC and SAC services open last summer, approximately 1,400 services 
had registered at least one child on a funding scheme run by my Department. As not all children 
access places supported through these schemes, and as providers can continue to register chil-
dren on schemes over the coming days and weeks, this indicates a very high level of reopening. 

21/07/2020WRBB05400Intercountry Adoptions

21/07/2020WRBB05500548. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the require-
ments involved in order to meet habitual residency requirements in the context of adopting a 
child from abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16936/20]

21/07/2020WRBB05600549. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his views on 
the case of a person (details supplied); the procedure of naturalisation in circumstances in which 
a child from another country is adopted by Irish parents; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16937/20]

21/07/2020WRBB05700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 548 and 549 together.

As both questions relate to the processes and requirements of the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, I have referred them to that body for direct reply to the Deputy. 

21/07/2020WRBB05900Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRBB06000550. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
his Department will issue guidance with regard to symptomatic children in childcare; if he has 
engaged with general practitioners regarding their role in certifying children to return to child-
care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17030/20]

21/07/2020WRBB06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Expert guidance 
on the safe reopening of childcare services during the COVID-19 pandemic was published by 
the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on Friday, 29 May. The HPSC guid-
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ance sets out the steps to be taken by childcare services where a child is suspected of having 
symptoms of Covid-19 while in the service i.e. the child should be isolated from other children, 
their parent/s should be contacted and asked to collect them and the parent should be advised to 
contact their GP. The guidance is also clear that parents should be advised to not bring children 
to the service if they have symptoms of Covid-19.

The HPSC guidance does not require services to seek a medical certificate for children sus-
pected of having Covid-19 in order for the child to return to the service. Officials in my Depart-
ment have become aware of some confusion about this among services.  The HPSC guidance is 
currently being updated to provide further clarity on this matter.

Following engagement with General Practitioners the HPSC have advised that requiring 
assurances/certification from medical practitioners prior to attendance at childcare or prior to 
return to childcare after an absence is not appropriate as it places unnecessary demand on the 
healthcare system and there is no reason to expect it to increase the safety of childcare services. 
Any process of medical certification in this context will, of necessity, relate to the child’s con-
dition one or more days before attendance for childcare and the child’s condition may have 
changed in the interim.  

21/07/2020WRCC00200Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRCC00300551. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of childcare facilities that have applied for Covid-19 related funding by county; the 
number of successful applications for each county; the funding granted to childcare facilities in 
each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17031/20]

21/07/2020WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): My Department 
announced a major funding package to facilitate the reopening of childcare facilities from 29 
June, which includes two Covid-19 funding programmes for services which are reopening, the  
Reopening Support Payment, and the Covid-19 Re-opening capital grant, in addition to the 
resumption of DCYA funding programmes and a continuation of the TWSS.

Figures are set out below for the reopening support payments and the capital grants, on a 
county basis. 

Re-opening Support Payment, details as of 17 July 2020.

County - - €
Kilkenny 50 49 €199,192.00
Laois 52 52 €200,000.00
Leitrim 24 24 €85,000.00
Limerick 106 105 €371,364.00
Longford 17 17 €92,500.00
Louth 61 61 €223,833.00
Mayo 69 68 €186,153.00
Meath 116 115 €424,000.00
Monaghan 36 35 €163,461.00
Offaly 37 37 €126,000.00
Roscommon 36 36 €139,961.00
Sligo 44 44 €180,670.00
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County - - €
Tipperary 98 98 €374,419.00
Waterford 51 51 €199,000.00
Westmeath 45 44 €185,213.00
Wexford 77 77 €299,107.00
Wicklow 92 92 €254,508.00
Totals 2,391 2,376 €8,853,235.00
The number of childcare facilities that have applied for the Covid-19 Capital Grant, the 

number of successful applications and the funding granted per county are: 

County Capital Applications 
Submitted

Capital Applications 
Approved

Capital Total Paid

Carlow 38 38 €133,500.00
Cavan 50 50 €173,500.00
Clare 94 94 €260,000.00
Cork 274 274 €852,000.00
Donegal 115 115 €362,000.00
Dublin 668 668 €2,187,000.00
Galway 180 180 €553,500.00
Kerry 87 87 €284,000.00
Kildare 104 104 €362,500.00
Kilkenny 57 57 €185,500.00
Laois 62 62 €187,500.00
Leitrim 28 28 €92,000.00
Limerick 128 128 €414,000.00
Longford 25 25 €94,000.00
Louth 74 74 €244,000.00
Mayo 84 84 €236,000.00
Meath 142 142 €457,500.00
Monaghan 39 39 €150,500.00
Offaly 43 43 €136,000.00
Roscommon 35 35 €113,000.00
Sligo 49 49 €155,500.00
Tipperary 123 122 €364,500.00
Waterford 60 60 €196,000.00
Westmeath 49 49 €178,500.00
Wexford 80 80 €277,500.00
Wicklow 114 114 €317,500.00
Totals 2,802 2,801 €8,967,500.00
There are still a number of applications at draft stage which applicants have not yet submit-

ted. The details above lists those submitted, approved and paid as at 17/07/2020.

21/07/2020WRCC00500Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRCC00600552. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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details of his plans for the establishment of childcare Ireland as outlined in the Programme for 
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17045/20]

21/07/2020WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Under the Pro-
gramme for Government, there is a commitment to establish a dedicated agency, Childcare 
Ireland. The Government envisages that Childcare Ireland will assist in expanding high quality 
childcare, best practice and innovation in community and private childcare settings.

In ‘First Five, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their 
Families’, published in November 2018, my Department committed to complete a review of 
the operating model for Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) in 
this country.

The existing operating model operates across many levels, and includes organisations such 
as Pobal, 30 City/County Childcare Committees (CCCs), and 7 National Voluntary Childcare 
Organisations (NVCOs) which are funded by my Department to carry out a range of adminis-
trative, operational, communications, and quality improvement and training functions in rela-
tion to ELC and SAC services.

The ultimate objective of the proposed review is to ensure the operating system is equipped 
to implement Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) policy to the standards re-
quired. It is hoped that the final system will support high quality, accessible and affordable ELC 
and SAC services to children and families through the efficient and effective administration of a 
number of programmes, schemes, quality initiatives, and other functions such a compliance and 
communications. The operating model resulting from the review should better support service 
providers, operate transparently and accountably, provide value for money to the Exchequer 
and demonstrate good governance. The model would enable appropriate linkages and effective 
working relationships with all other agencies and Departments charged with delivering better 
outcomes for children and families. 

My Department hopes to begin work on the review shortly and will engage with all relevant 
stakeholders during the process. It is envisaged that the analysis carried out through the review 
will ultimately provide a robust evidence base to inform a decision by Government on how best 
to establish Childcare Ireland.

21/07/2020WRCC00800Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRCC00900553. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there is 
a policy by which children cannot attend crèches if their temperature is above a certain level; 
if they must stay away from the crèche for a duration of time as a result; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17228/20]

21/07/2020WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Expert guidance 
on the safe reopening of childcare services during the COVID-19 pandemic was published by 
the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on Friday, 29 May. The HPSC guidance 
clearly states that parents should be advised not to bring their child to the service if they are 
displaying any of the symptoms of Covid-19 (including high temperature, cough, shortness of 
breath, or difficulty breathing). In line with HSE guidance, any individual displaying symptoms 
of Covid-19 should self-isolate immediately and contact their GP. The GP will advise them as to 
whether testing is required and what steps they should take, including if and when a child may 
return to an early learning and care or school-age childcare service.

The HPSC guidance also sets out the steps to be taken by childcare services where a child is 
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suspected of having symptoms of Covid-19 (such as a high temperature) while in the service i.e. 
the child should be isolated from other children, their parent/s should be contacted and asked to 
collect them and the parent should be advised to contact their GP for further advice. If the child 
tests positive for Covid-19 the local public health department will make contact with the service 
and with any close contacts in order to advise them on what steps they need to take.

  Question No. 554 answered with Question No. 547.

21/07/2020WRCC01200Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRCC01300555. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the propos-
als in place to provide new childcare places in view of some childcare facilities closing and the 
pressure on childcare places in many parts of the country; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17450/20]

21/07/2020WRCC01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): Services which 
intend to close must notify the childcare regulator, Tusla. The most recent available data shows 
that 68 services notified their closure to Tusla year to date, while 17 new services have notified 
their intent to open a new service. Between January and July 2019, 92 services had indicated 
their intention to close, so this year’s figures reflect fewer closures than had been indicated. 

Experience over the past five years is that that services which close are replaced by new 
services or by extra places in existing services. The average service has grown in size from 33 
children to 47 children. Capacity in the sector has grown year on year for the last 5 years, with 
a total increase of 60%. 

The early learning and care sector reopened on 29 June. Already 80% of the number of ser-
vices which operated in the summer of 2019 have reopened.  My Department is not aware of 
pressure for childcare places in any specific parts of the country.

If a parent needs assistance in finding a place for their child, they can approach their local 
CCC for advice on childcare options in their area, including childminders.  Contact details of 
all CCCs can be found on www.myccc.ie.

21/07/2020WRCC01500Childcare Services

21/07/2020WRCC01600556. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the proce-
dures being taken to cease the closure of playgroups across Dublin; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17428/20]

21/07/2020WRCC01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Roderic O’Gorman): A key policy 
priority for my Department is the sustainability of the ELC and SAC sector and it has and con-
tinues to work intensively to support services to reopen after COVID-19.

On 10 June 2020, my Department announced a major funding package to facilitate the 
reopening of early learning and care (ELC) and school-age childcare (SAC) services over the 
summer months. In accordance with the Government Roadmap for Reopening Society and 
Business, and guided by the expert advice of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HSPC), 
ELC and SAC services resumed from 29 June. I am pleased that Government committed a 
€75m package of funding for reopening services over the summer months. This substantial 
investment recognises the important role that the ELC and SAC sector plays in the societal and 
economic infrastructure of the country. 
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The initial reopening funding package aimed to support providers in the initial phase of re-
opening (from 29 June to 23 August), staff to remain in the sector, parents to resume work, and 
children to benefit from quality ELC and SAC.

I am now working intensively on a funding package to support the sector for the period 
beyond 24 August and for the remainder of the year. My officials are working closely with rep-
resentatives of the sector through the Advisory Group on Reopening to develop an effective and 
efficient support package, which will be communicated at the earliest opportunity.

It should be noted that a number of supports were available before the COVID-19 pandemic 
to improve the sustainability of services during normal times, and these remain available now. 
The Department oversees a Case Management process through which local CCCs and Pobal 
work together to assess and provide support to early learning and care services experiencing dif-
ficulties. Financial supports, which are also accessed through Case Management, are available 
for community services presenting with sustainability issues following a financial assessment 
by Pobal. Pobal co-ordinate the overall case management process with the CCC administering 
initial, and on-going, case management assistance. All services who require support should 
contact their local CCC in the first instance.

21/07/2020WRCC01800Road Traffic Offences

21/07/2020WRCC01900557. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
learner drivers found to be driving unaccompanied in 2019 and in the first six months of 2020; 
the number who were subjected to a fine; and the number whose vehicles were impounded in 
tabular form. [16546/20]

21/07/2020WRCC02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that Fixed Charge Notices (FCNs) are issued for learner drivers unaccompanied by 
a qualified driver.  The number of Fixed Charge Notices issued for Learner Drivers unaccom-
panied by a qualified driver was as follows: 

FCNs Issued for Learner Drivers Unaccompanied 

Year FCNs issued
 2019 6,145

 Jan-June 2020 2,776
The Deputy will be aware that the “Clancy Amendment” seeks to penalise car owners who 

knowingly allow their vehicles to be used by an unaccompanied learner driver.  The new law 
provides for the owners of these vehicles to be fined and as well as providing the Gardaí with 
the power to seize vehicles driven by unaccompanied drivers. 

I have been informed that the number of vehicle seizures under the Clancy Amendment is 
as follows: 

Vehicles Seized Under Clancy Amendment 

Year Vehicles seized
2019 2,510
Jan-June 2020 1,441
The Courts Service has advised me that the number of unaccompanied learner drivers who 

were convicted between 01/01/2019 and 30/06/2020 and the number of unaccompanied learner 
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drivers on whom a fine was imposed during that period in the District Court are as follows:

Provisional Learner Driver Unaccompanied by a Qualified Driver

Period  No. of Persons Fined No. of Persons Convicted 
01.01.2019 - 31.12.2019 559 592
01.01.2020 - 30.06.2020 115 117

21/07/2020WRCC02100Direct Provision System

21/07/2020WRCC02200558. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children remaining in direct provision centres after their leave to remain has been granted 
for the most recent date available. [16679/20]

21/07/2020WRCC02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, 
residents who have been granted an international protection status (refugee status or subsidiary 
protection status) or a permission to remain have the same access to housing supports and ser-
vices as Irish and EEA nationals.  

My Department has a specific team who work in collaboration with Depaul Ireland, the Je-
suit Refugee Service, the Peter McVerry Trust, officials in the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government, and the City and County Managers Association to collectively support 
residents with status or permission to remain to access housing options.  

Currently, there are some 791 residents in accommodation centres with status or permission 
to remain in the State.  Some 259 of these residents are children.

Since the beginning of the year, a total of 562 people with status or permission to remain 
have transitioned out of accommodation centres. Approximately 403 of these people moved 
with the assistance of the services and supports outlined above. 

A total of 837 persons with status moved into the community during 2019.

These figures are based on the best information available as of 30 June 2020. The figures 
change on a daily basis, as more people secure permission to be in Ireland and as people leave 
the centres. This variation has been particularly marked in the context of the current pandemic. 

21/07/2020WRCC02400Court Accommodation

21/07/2020WRCC02500559. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the refurbishments 
planned to courthouses in south County Kildare, including Portarlington; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16949/20]

21/07/2020WRCC02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the provisions of the 
Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provision of accommodation 
for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising 
its functions.

In order to be of assistance, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has informed 
me that it does not own any courthouses in south county Kildare and hence has no projects 
planned. The Courts Service further advised that the only active courthouse in the southern part 
of Kildare is Athy Courthouse, which is owned by Kildare County Council, and that there is no 
courthouse in Portarlington.



21 July 2020

277

21/07/2020WRCC02700Parental Leave

21/07/2020WRCC02800560. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will double 
the extension of paid parental leave to one parent families in order that they have the same level 
of support as two parent families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17010/20]

21/07/2020WRCC02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Parent’s Leave and 
Benefit Act 2019 came into effect from 1 November 2019 and allows for two weeks paid leave 
for each parent within 52 weeks of the birth or placement of their child from that date.  This is 
in addition to leave for parents already in place.  

The Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 provides that parent’s leave can be taken by a rel-
evant parent. A relevant parent is defined in the 2019 Act as:

- A parent of the child

- A spouse, civil partner or cohabitant of the parent of the child

- A parent of a donor-conceived child as provided for under section 5 of the Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015

- The adopting parent or parents of a child

- The spouse, civil partner or spouse of the adopting parent of the child (if the parents have 
not adopted jointly).

- Each member of a married couple of the same sex, a couple that are civil partners of each 
other, or a cohabiting couple of the same sex. 

Parent’s Leave is not transferrable between parents, recognising the importance of equality 
between men and women with regard to labour market opportunities, treatment at work and 
their role in bringing up their children.  

21/07/2020WRCC03000Parental Leave

21/07/2020WRCC03100561. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that parents whose baby was born before the extension of parental 
leave at the end of 2019 are not eligible for the extension of parental leave announced recently. 
[17236/20]

21/07/2020WRCC03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee) (Deputy Helen McEntee): 
In recognition of the particular challenges that mothers and parents have faced during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, the Government is considering a proposal to advance the extension of Par-
ent’s Leave and Benefit to five weeks for all parents of children born after 1 November 2019, to 
enable every eligible parent of young children to spend additional time with their child.

At present, Parent’s Leave entitles each parent to 2 weeks’ leave during the first year of a 
child’s life, or in the case of adoption, within one year of the placement of the child with the 
family. 

The Government proposal would mean that eligible parents of children born during the 
pandemic crisis will get an extra three weeks of Parent’s Leave to offset the impact of having 
a child during the strict lockdown measures. The period in which Parent’s Leave can be taken 
will also be extended from one year to two years.  This, and related costs, will be considered as 
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part of the Budget 2021 process.  The support is paid at a rate of €245 per week.

Parental leave is also available which entitles parents to take unpaid leave from work to 
spend time looking after their children. Parents can take up to 22 weeks of parental leave for 
each eligible child before their 12th birthday. 

Rights of People with Disabilities

21/07/2020WRCC03400562. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will speed 
up the process of ratification of the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities which Ireland ratified in March 2018; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [17299/20]

21/07/2020WRCC03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Optional Protocol to 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is an international 
treaty that establishes two procedures aimed at strengthening the implementation and moni-
toring of the Convention. The first is an individual communications procedure allowing indi-
viduals to bring petitions to the Committee claiming breaches of their rights; the second is an 
inquiry procedure giving the Committee authority to undertake inquiries of grave or systematic 
violations of the Convention.

The Programme for Government reiterates the commitment to ratify the Optional Protocol 
after the first reporting cycle. The Government priorities remain focused on addressing the re-
maining legislative measures to be taken to give full effect to the Convention. 

Other priorities are the submission of the CRPD Initial State Report and developing an 
implementation plan to coordinate implementation of the UNCRPD.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy is the key framework for policy and action to 
address the needs of people with disabilities. Through its actions, the strategy supports effective 
progress in delivering on the obligations set out in the Convention.

Maternity Leave

21/07/2020WRCC03700563. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her views on the 
situation of women that experience a serious or life threatening illness while on maternity leave 
and who are not eligible for postponement of their maternity leave during an illness; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17329/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the law now stands, a 
mother is entitled to paid maternity leave of up to 26 weeks, and up to a further 16 weeks of 
unpaid leave. Two weeks must be taken before the baby is due, and at least four weeks must be 
taken after the birth.  Any amendment to the legislation governing the provision of maternity 
leave, which falls under my responsibility, would require primary legislation.  

There is provision for a new mother to postpone the period of maternity leave/additional 
maternity leave (subject to the agreement of the employer) in the event of the hospitalisation of 
the child. Leave may only be postponed after 14 weeks maternity leave has be taken.

Provisions are in place for a mother who becomes ill during postponed maternity leave 
which can recommence the maternity leave or move to sick leave. Unpaid maternity leave 
can also be suspended, with the consent of an employer, if the mother becomes ill during this 
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period. A mother may then qualify for illness benefit. However, the additional maternity leave 
cannot be taken later.

The provision of maternity benefit  is under the remit of the Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection. 

Ministerial Responsibilities

21/07/2020WRCC04000564. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Minister with 
responsibility for data protection.  [17358/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Data Protection Com-
mission (DPC) is the national independent authority responsible for upholding the fundamental 
right of individuals in the EU to have their personal data protected. The DPC is the Irish super-
visory authority for the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), and also has functions and 
powers related to other important regulatory frameworks including the Irish ePrivacy Regula-
tions (2011) and the EU Directive known as the Law Enforcement Directive.

The Data Protection Commission (DPC) is governed by a number of legislative frame-
works, as outlined below:

- General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

- Data Protection Act 2018

- the “Law Enforcement Directive” (Directive (EU) 2016/680) which has been transposed 
into Irish law by way of the Data Protection Act 2018

- the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003

- the 2011 “ePrivacy Regulations” (S.I. No. 336 of 2011 – the European Communities (Elec-
tronic Communications Networks and Services) (Privacy And Electronic Communications) 
Regulations 2011)

By law, the DPC has always been an entirely independent body in how it delivers its regula-
tory tasks, including being independent of the Government. The General Data Protection Regu-
lation (GDPR) also requires that the DPC has complete independence.

Immigration Policy

21/07/2020WRCC04300565. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will provide 
clarity in relation to the process of stamp 4 renewal for persons living outside of Dublin in 
particular; if she will address the issue of access to locally-based immigration officers which 
is difficult and or sporadic as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and the pressure this is plac-
ing on employees that need renewals urgently; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16492/20]

21/07/2020WRCC04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On 16 July 2020, I an-
nounced that immigration permissions due to expire between 20 July and 20 August 2020 will 
be automatically extended for one month. Any permission which was renewed by an earlier 
notice of 20 March 2020 and 13 May and which therefore has a new expiry date between 20 
July 2020 and 20 August 2020 is also renewed. Provided the person otherwise meets the condi-



Questions - Written Answers

280

tions set out in the notices, this exceptional temporary measure also applies to non-nationals 
currently outside the State. All renewals are on the same basis as existing permissions, and the 
same conditions will continue to apply.

While it is intended that this will be the final temporary extension of immigration permis-
sion, my Department will continue to keep the situation under active review as matters evolve 
in our national response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

My Department registers persons residing in the Dublin area only. The Garda National Im-
migration Bureau (GNIB) processes all applications outside of Dublin through the Garda Sta-
tion network.    

After being closed for four months due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Registration Offices 
operated by An Garda Síochána outside of Dublin are opening on a phased basis in line with the 
Government Roadmap.  Email addresses for each registration office are provided for queries 
and the arranging of appointments. Further information on the contact details and proposed 
dates of reopening for all the registration offices outside Dublin is available on http://www.inis.
gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/registration-updates  .   

Individuals wishing to register or renew their permissions, and who reside outside Dublin, 
should contact their local Immigration Officer on the email address provided prior to attending 
at a Garda Station. Please be advised that individuals without an appointment will not be seen.   

My Department is providing regular updates on all immigration related matters on the Im-
migration Service website: http://www.inis.gov.ie/  . A detailed Frequently Asked Questions 
document on the COVID-19 impact on immigration and international protection can also be 
found on the website. This document is also regularly updated.  I would encourage all immigra-
tion applicants to refer to the website for up-to-date information.

Garda Strength

21/07/2020WRCC04600566. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
inspectors allocated to Waterford Garda division in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020, in tabular form.  [16511/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Garda Commissioner 
is by law responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters 
and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured how-
ever that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

The resources provided to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an 
allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing re-
cruitment of Garda members and staff.  As at 30 June 2020, there are now approximately 14,700 
Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 3,000 Garda staff and these numbers are continuing to 
grow. 

This total figure includes the Garda trainees from two separate intake classes who attested 
earlier than scheduled in March 2020, following an operational decision by the Garda Commis-
sioner to augment An Garda Síochána’s capacity to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Specifically in relation to Waterford, I am informed by the Garda authorities that as at 30 
June 2020 there were 376  Gardaí assigned to the Waterford Division. This represents a signifi-
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cant increase of  94 Gardaí in the Division since the end of 2015.

A detailed breakdown of the Garda workforce, including both Garda members and staff, is 
available on my Department’s website. Detail of Garda deployment for all Garda Divisions, as 
furnished to me by An Garda Síochána, is available at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_June_2020.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_June_2020.xlsx   

This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Sío-
chána and published on my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the 
convenience of Deputies and the wider public. 

Additional information on the Garda workforce, as furnished to me by An Garda Síochána, 
is available at the following link: http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce   

Information on Garda staff, as furnished to me by An Garda Síochána, is available at:   http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

21/07/2020WRCC04800Legal Reform

21/07/2020WRCC04900567. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the in-
terdepartmental and multiagency review of Ireland’s anti-fraud and anti-corruption structures 
chaired by a person (details supplied) will report to her; if the report will be published; if so, 
when it will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16530/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, 
a review of Ireland’s anti-fraud and anti-corruption structures, chaired by the former DPP Mr 
James Hamilton, is currently examining the effectiveness of the State’s procedural, legislative 
and resourcing frameworks for the investigation, prosecution and prevention of fraud and cor-
ruption offences. I am advised that the Hamilton Review Group is currently finalising the draft 
report with a view to its publication in the coming weeks (Quarter 3 2020). 

It is important to note that a significant number of bodies have key responsibilities to devel-
op and implement anti-corruption policies, with the competence to prevent, detect, investigate 
and prosecute corruption spread across An Garda Síochána and a number of other bodies with 
a mandate to tackle corruption.  

These include, inter alia, the Central Bank of Ireland, the Standards in Public Office Com-
mission, local authorities, the Ombudsman, Parliamentary Committees on Members’ Interests, 
the Anti-Corruption Unit in the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau, the Criminal Assets 
Bureau, the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement, the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral, the Public Accounts Committee, other Oireachtas committees, regulators, Government 
Departments, the Director of Public Prosecutions and tribunals of enquiry and commissions of 
investigation.  

In addition, Ireland has an extensive range of legislative provisions to prevent and combat 
corruption. These include the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995, the Standards in Public Office 
Act 2001, Freedom of Information Act 2014 and the Protected Disclosures Act 2014. 

In relation to recent legislative developments, the Criminal Justice (Corruption Offences) 
Act 2018 was commenced in full on the 30 July 2018. The Act repealed and replaced the seven 
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previous Prevention of Corruption Acts 1889 to 2010. The Act is not merely a consolidation of 
the old provisions. It strengthens and clarifies the law in relation to corruption. 

Ireland is also a party to a number of anti-corruption international instruments.  These are 
the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) Convention on Combating Bribery of Public Officials 
in International Business Transactions and the Council of Europe’s Group of States against 
Corruption (GRECO).  As such, Ireland is subject to regular peer evaluations associated with 
the implementation of these international agreements with recommendations for improvement 
made following each review.  

Closed-Circuit Television Systems

21/07/2020WRCC05200568. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
application with the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner for additional CCTV cameras 
in Clonmel, County Tipperary, in particular the Heywood Road area; if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the prolonged delays in resolving issues regarding the use of CCTV is 
causing unnecessary concern and anxiety for residents; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16531/20]

21/07/2020WRCC05300570. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
application for a CCTV scheme in Fethard, County Tipperary which is with the Garda Commis-
sioner waiting authorisation; if the issue with housing such CCTV systems in the local Garda 
station can be resolved; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the prolonged delays in 
resolving issues in relation to CCTV is causing unnecessary concern and anxiety for residents; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16535/20]

21/07/2020WRCC05400571. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
application for a CCTV scheme in Littleton, County Tipperary which is with the Garda Com-
missioner waiting authorisation; if the issue with housing such CCTV systems in the local 
Garda station can be resolved; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the prolonged 
delays in resolving issues in relation to CCTV is causing unnecessary concern and anxiety for 
residents; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16536/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 568, 570 and 571 together.

Community-based CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of Garda Síochána Act 2005 and 
the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006. This legal framework requires that any proposed 
community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and these key legal requirements have not changed since 2006. The option to establish a Com-
munity CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere in 
the country.
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Since 2017, my Department has administered a grant aid scheme supporting groups wishing 
to establish a community-based CCTV system in their area. To date, 28 applications have been 
approved under the scheme, involving approved grants totalling more than €666,000. Eligible 
groups, including community groups and local authorities nationwide, can apply for grant aid 
of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum total of 
€40,000.

As the Deputy may be aware, last year my predecessor as Minister expanded the grant aid 
scheme to cover not only new CCTV systems but also to allow funding applications for exten-
sion or upgrade of existing Community CCTV systems which are incomplete or obsolete. Ap-
plicants can now also seek a once-off grant of up to €5,000 for minor maintenance costs. 

However in all cases, grant funding can be considered only for CCTV systems which meet 
the legal requirements, in other words CCTV systems which have been approved by the rel-
evant Joint Policing Committee, the relevant Local Authority (also acting as Data Controller) 
and which have received the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

In relation to the applications from both Littleton and Fethard referred to by the Deputy, I 
am informed that the application for a Community Based Scheme under Section 38(3)(c) of the 
Garda Siochána Act, 2005, has not met the standard to be heard at the CCTV Advisory Com-
mittee (which makes recommendations to the Garda Commissioner) due to issues in respect 
of the location of the server. It had been proposed that the server would be based in the local 
Garda Station and that the local Superintendent would act as Data Controller. This is at variance 
with S.I. 289/06 which stipulates that the Local Authority will act as Data Controller. This has 
been communicated back to the applicant group and I understand that a reply is awaited on any 
alternative proposal for siting of the server.

In relation to the application from Clonmel, I am further informed that there was some con-
fusion regarding the application for the Clonmel scheme as the application was forwarded as a 
Section 38(3)(c) scheme – i.e., a Community Based CCTV Scheme – but the papers submitted 
propose an extension to an existing scheme which is in fact a Section 38(3)(a) scheme - a Garda 
scheme as opposed to a Community scheme. I understand that An Garda Siochána are now 
processing this application as a Garda Scheme extension.

If the Deputy is aware of other groups wishing to avail of the grant aid scheme, further 
details are available to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie   and support 
and guidance is available to help interested groups through a dedicated email address fundsad-
min-comm-based-cctv@justice.ie

21/07/2020WRCC05600Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRCC05700569. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Office of 
the Parliamentary Counsel has completed the drafting of the criminal procedure Bill; when it 
will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16532/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that 
a revised General Scheme of a Criminal Procedure Bill was approved by the Government on 9 
June 2015 and the Bill is being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. 

Certain elements of the Bill, together with other improvements to our criminal procedure 
legislation, have been identified as requiring urgent progression in the context of the current 
Covid-19 pandemic.  These elements have now been included in the Civil and Criminal Law 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020, the General Scheme of which was approved by Govern-
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ment for priority drafting on 13 July 2020.  This Bill is expected to be published in the coming 
days, subject to Government approval. 

Questions Nos. 570 and 571 answered with Question No. 568.

21/07/2020WRDD00300Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRDD00400572. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
overseas passengers arriving here; the level of compliance in filling out the passenger locator 
form; the number of forms that were correctly completed; the number of follow-up calls made 
to passengers; the number of successful follow-up calls completed in each of the past eight 
weeks in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16541/20]

21/07/2020WRDD00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On the 28 April 2020, my 
Department agreed to undertake, on behalf of the health authorities, the collection of public 
health passenger locator forms on a temporary administrative basis. The Border Management 
Unit (BMU) operate the scheme at Dublin Airport, which is the principal route through which 
people enter the State by air. While the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) manage 
the compliance for the other ports, the passenger locator forms are forwarded to the BMU in 
Dublin Airport, who also carry out the follow-up calls for those ports.

The following tables detail the compliance rate for the period 28 April – 30 June 2020.

Dublin Airport  
Passenger Arrivals 28.4.20 - 30.6.20 
Forms Received 41,949
Exempt from Follow-UpThis includes 
passengers-Transiting to NI- In the State for 
less than 2 days- Completing forms unnec-
essarily 

11,695

Number of Call 1 Made (2 days after Ar-
rival)  

28,544

Calls Answered  18,246
% Answered   64%
Passenger Arrivals 28.04.20 - 19.06.20
Number of Call 2 Made(12 days after Ar-
rival) 

16,295  

Calls Answered 8,649 
% Answered 53%

Dublin Port  
Passenger Arrivals   28.4.20 - 30.6.20 
Forms Received 19,338
Exempt from Follow-UpThis includes pas-
sengers- Transiting to NI- In the State for 
less than 2 days- Completing forms unnec-
essarily 

12,082

Number of Calls Made 6,645
Calls Answered  3,283
% Answered   49% 
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Rosslare Port  
Passenger Arrivals     28.4.20 - 23.6.20 
Forms Received 4,584 
Exempt from Follow-UpThis includes pas-
sengers- Transiting to NI- In the State for 
less than 2 days- Completing forms unnec-
essarily 

2,637

Number of Calls Made 1,889    
Calls Answered  999
% Answered   53% 

Cork Airport  
Passenger Arrivals   28.4.20 - 25.6.20 
Forms Received 1,676  
Exempt from Follow-UpThis includes pas-
sengers- Transiting to NI- In the State for 
less than 2 days- Completing forms unnec-
essarily 

315

Number of Calls Made 1,359   
Calls Answered  720 
% Answered   53% 
Since 1 July 2020, given the increase in passenger numbers, the BMU is required to con-

centrate on their core immigration duties and my Department awaits handover of this follow-up 
process to the Department of Health.

The BMU now rely on the Dublin Airport Authority (daa) arrivals figures as an indication of 
the number of passenger locator forms collected by the BMU officers less the exempt catego-
ries. Therefore, the statistics below for the period 01 July 2020 – 15 July 2020 show the sample 
of calls made whilst transfer of the follow-up action to the Department of Health is outstanding. 
It should be noted that the statistics below are for Dublin Airport only.  However, follow-up 
calls are also being progressed for the other ports of entry.

Dublin Airport 01.07.20 - 15.07.20
DAA Arrival Figure 61,844
Sample Taken 6,195
Exempt from Follow-upThis includes pas-
sengers- Transiting to NI- In the State for 
less than 2 days- Completing forms unnec-
essarily

1,974

Calls Made 4,121
Calls Answered 2,129
% Answered 52%

21/07/2020WRDD00600Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRDD00700573. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of advisers and special advisers appointed by her since becoming Minister; the starting annual 
salary of each person appointed by her; if an open interview process was conducted for each 
appointee; the duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; 
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and if an advisory role has been split to facilitate job-sharing, in tabular form. [16567/20]

21/07/2020WRDD00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): On the commencement of 
every Dáil, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the 
arrangements for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are cur-
rently awaiting Government approval.

At this stage no Special Advisers have been formally appointed by the Government. This 
process will start once the Guidelines have been approved by Government and details will be 
published on the DPER website.

21/07/2020WRDD00900Human Trafficking

21/07/2020WRDD01000574. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures 
being taken in order that Ireland meets the minimum standards required for the elimination of 
human trafficking such as victim identification, accommodation services for victims, support 
and referral, in view of the downgrading of Ireland from tier 1 to tier 2 in the 2020 trafficking 
in persons annual report by the US State Department to monitor and combat trafficking; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16573/20]

21/07/2020WRDD01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government is fully 
committed to addressing human trafficking in all forms. We are cooperating with partners and 
are actively engaged in the work of multilateral international organisations who are addressing 
human trafficking, including the UN, Council of Europe, OSCE and the European Union.

Ireland has ratified the principal international Human Trafficking treaties, namely the Paler-
mo Protocol (2000) to the UN Convention against Organised Crime; and the Council of Europe 
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (2005). Ireland has also ratified the 
ILO Forced Labour Protocol, which reinforces the international legal framework for combating 
all forms of forced labour, including trafficking in persons. This initiative put Ireland among the 
group known as “50 for Freedom”, which stems from an ILO initiative to encourage member 
countries to ratify the Protocol by the end of 2019.

The EU Anti Trafficking Directive (2011/36/EU) and in Ireland, the Criminal Law (Human 
Trafficking) Act 2008 and Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) (Amendment) Act 2013 are the 
relevant legislative measures here and the Second National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat 
Human Trafficking was launched in 2016. This involves a victim-centred and human rights 
based approach with the ultimate aims of preventing human trafficking, ensuring an effective 
criminal justice response and delivery of supports to victims.

There is a specialised Garda Unit - the Human Trafficking Investigation and Coordination 
Unit – to address this form of criminality and a High Level Group involving the Department 
of Justice and Equality, the Office of the DPP and An Garda Síochána is in place which keeps 
the legislative and operational framework for investigation and prosecution of trafficking under 
review.

A number of partners across the public service provide care and practical support to victims 
of trafficking including the HSE, the Legal Aid Board, the Immigration Service and Tusla.  The 
Department of Justice and Equality also provides funding to NGOs for their work to provide 
support to victims of trafficking.  Other measures currently being taken include training of 
Gardaí and immigration officers and awareness raising initiatives which are crucial to early 
detection of this crime.
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Addressing human trafficking is an ongoing challenge and a number of other key actions are 
currently planned or due to begin in the near future. In particular:

- The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) is to be designated as Ire-
land’s independent National Rapporteur for Anti-Human Trafficking under article 19 of the EU 
Human Trafficking Directive. Legislation is currently being drafted to make this designation;

- The review of the Criminal Justice (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, which criminalised the 
purchase of sex as part of a wider approach to protection of persons trafficked into prostitution, 
has been launched;

- There is ongoing engagement by the Department of Justice and Equality with NGOs to 
identify solutions to the provision of accommodation to victims of trafficking, particularly fe-
male victims of sexual exploitation;

- The Department has established a forum for victims and stakeholders in relation to human 
trafficking, which had its first meeting earlier this month and which will examine the need to 
update the existing National Action Plan on Human Trafficking, including to respond to the 
commitment in the Programme for Government to adopt and implement a comprehensive strat-
egy to combat trafficking of women and girls;

- The Forum will also work with the Department in a review of the National Referral Mech-
anism in Ireland, learning from best practice models in other EU Member States; and

- Legislation is being drafted to strengthen the penal framework on people smuggling, there-
by implementing three international legal instruments in the area.

My Department is closely studying the report and recommendations included in the US 
State Department ‘Trafficking in Persons’ (TiPs) Report 2020.  Ireland maintains in close ongo-
ing contact with the United States on this issue and the report will feed into the Department’s 
ongoing work on the National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking.

21/07/2020WRDD01200Garda Stations

21/07/2020WRDD01300575. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Questions Nos. 337 to 339, inclusive, of 30 June 2020, if a comparative assessment 
has been carried on the cost of a full refurbishment of Sligo Garda station compared with the 
cost of a new build on the site already purchased for this purpose which was not addressed in 
the reply. [16590/20]

21/07/2020WRDD01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.

As part of the implementation of the new Operating Model, the need for a new station in 
Sligo has been reviewed by An Garda Síochána and, further to that review, the Commissioner 
has determined that a new Garda Station in Sligo is no longer justified.

In relation to a comparative assessment on refurbishing the existing Station relative to the 
provision of a new Garda Station, I have been informed that the rationale for the decision not 
to proceed with a new Station in Sligo was based on the changed status of Sligo under the new 
Garda Operating Model, as referred to above.
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Nonetheless, as outlined in the replies mentioned by the Deputy, the Garda Commissioner 
is very conscious of the need to provide fit for purpose facilities for Garda members and staff 
based at Sligo Garda station and it is the intention of An Garda Síochána to continue to work 
with the OPW to ensure Gardaí operating in Sligo town have a station facility that will be fully 
fit for purpose.

In this context, it is envisaged that that the refurbished Garda Station in Sligo will fully re-
flect the functional requirements under the new Operating Model for the Donegal/Sligo/Leitrim 
Division in order to support the delivery of policing services for the town and community of 
Sligo and for all Garda personnel based in Sligo.

The expenditures by the OPW  Property Maintenance on Sligo Garda Station from 2017 is 
as follows:

Year OPW Funded Garda Funded Total
2017 €58,163 €199 €58,362
2018 €76,946 €39,171 €116,117
2019 €291,528 €419,566 €711,094
2020 €142,781 €494 €143,275
As outlined in the reply of 30 June, Property Maintenance are on site in Sligo Garda Station 

working on the cell upgrade (the balance to pay on this project is approximately €1.3m) and 
Property Maintenance are also currently  preparing  a tender package to provide facilities for a 
Scene of Crimes unit.

21/07/2020WRDD01500Garda Transport Provision

21/07/2020WRDD01600576. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to provide 
funding for the purchase of additional high-powered unmarked vehicles for the Garda roads 
policing unit; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16608/20]

21/07/2020WRDD01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the man-
agement and administration of an Garda Síochána as well as for the allocation of Garda re-
sources, in light of identified operational demands.  As Minister, I have no role in those matters.

However, the 2020 Estimates provided a budget of €9 million for the purchase of Garda 
vehicles. I have been informed that as part of the 2020 purchasing plan, twenty five (25) higher-
powered Tucsons (184BHP) have been ordered for roads policing and following fit out they 
will be allocated later this year as marked vehicles. I am further informed that the budget for 
2020 is fully committed and there are no plans to purchase higher-powered unmarked vehicles 
for roads policing.

21/07/2020WRDD01800Immigration Status

21/07/2020WRDD01900577. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[16610/20]

21/07/2020WRDD02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that a preliminary examination of the case of the person 
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concerned suggests that it is impacted by the Ruling of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in 
the Chenchooliah case and is among a body of cases potentially so impacted.

My Department is currently finalising the amendment of the European Communities (Free 
Movement of Persons) Regulations 2015, to fully bring them in line with the ruling of the Euro-
pean Court of Justice (ECJ) in the Chenchooliah case. The Immigration Service is also finalis-
ing a removal procedure for the persons who come, or have once come, within the provisions 
of the Free Movement Directive.

As soon as the Regulations are amended and the removal procedure has been finalised the 
Immigration Service will be in contact with the various persons whose cases are impacted by 
the ruling, and their legal representatives.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/07/2020WRDD02100Crime Data

21/07/2020WRDD02200578. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of thefts of domestic dogs and-or pets reported to An Garda Síochána in the past three years to 
date. [16619/20]

21/07/2020WRDD02300597. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
dogs registered as stolen between 2018 and 2020, by county in tabular form; the number of 
convictions and fines associated with these thefts; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [17125/20]

21/07/2020WRDD02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 578 and 597 together.

I have been informed by the Garda Authorities that, regrettably, it is not possible to provide 
a breakdown of such thefts to divisional level as to do so could allow for the identification of 
injured parties.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following are the approximate number of 
domestic dogs and/or pets reported stolen to An Garda Síochána in 2018, 2019 and up to 15 
July 2020.

Dog Theft Incidents

Garda Regions 2018 2019 2020*
Dublin Region 20 13 8
Eastern Region 
(NEW)

79 82 57

North Western Re-
gion

5 16 15

Southern Region 
(NEW)

41 94 40
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National Total 145 205 120
I am further advised that these figures are approximate as they are based on descriptions 

given on the PULSE system.

As the Deputy may be aware, on 9 July 2020, An Garda Síochána appealed to the public 
to take extra crime prevention measures when it comes to caring for their pets, particularly 
high-value breeds of dogs, following the reporting of a number of dog thefts in recent months.  
A range of measures for pet safety, recommended by the National Crime Prevention Unit, can 
be found on the Garda website at https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-
corporate-communications/news-media/dog-theft-crime-prevention-advice.html.

I am further informed by the Courts Service that the ability to pull together data in response 
to the Deputy’s question is dependent upon being able to isolate animal theft in their records 
over any other type of theft.  For other offences, this is possible because the offence type has a 
specific code on An Garda Síochána’s PULSE system, which the Courts Service use for popu-
lating their own records.

I understand that there is no specific code on PULSE for theft of animals. The same code 
is used for all types of theft and it would require the checking of individual records within the 
Courts Service to separate out theft of animals from other types of theft.  Given the numbers of 
offences of theft every year, this is too onerous a task to narrow down over the three year period 
the Deputy has requested.

21/07/2020WRDD02500Legislative Measures

21/07/2020WRDD02600579. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality her plans to update 
the Firearms (Firearm Certificates For Non-Residents) Act 2000. [16732/20]

21/07/2020WRDD02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be 
aware, the Firearms (Firearm Certificates for Non-Residents) Act 2000 provides that a non-
resident firearm certificate is required by persons resident abroad wishing to “have in his or her 
possession, use and carry” a firearm in the State.

My Department currently has no plans to amend the Act. However, as with all legislation 
within the remit of my Department, this position is kept under review.

21/07/2020WRDD02800Garda Strength

21/07/2020WRDD02900580. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí attached to each divisional drugs unit as of 13 July 2020 by rank in tabular form.  
[16756/20]

21/07/2020WRDD03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and control of An Garda 
Síochána. This includes responsibility for the allocation of all Garda resources and I as Min-
ister have no role in these matters. However, Gardaí have informed me that the allocation of 
resources is kept under continuous review, in light of crime trends and policing priorities, in 
order to ensure their optimum use.

The Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau (D.O.C.B.) leads in tackling all 
forms of drug trafficking and the supply of illicit drugs in Ireland. Working closely with inter-
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national law enforcement partners, the Bureau is having significant success in disrupting drug 
trafficking and the supply of illicit drugs in Ireland, as well as organised crime groups. There 
were 98 Garda personnel assigned to the D.O.C.B. at end June 2020.

Divisional Drugs Units, to which 308 Garda personnel are assigned, tackle drug related 
crime on a local basis throughout the country supported, as needed, by the national Bureau. For 
the Deputy’s information, the table below, as furnished to me by the Garda authorities, sets out 
the number of Garda members attached to each divisional drugs unit as of 30 June 2020, the 
latest date for which figures are available.

Division Inspector Sergeant Garda Total
Cavan/
Monaghan

0 1 4 5

Clare 0 1 2 3
Cork City 0 2 13 15
Cork North 0 3 6 9
Cork West 0 1 5 6
D.M.R.E. 1 1 6 8
D.M.R.N. 0 3 27 30
D.M.R.N.C 1 2 13 16
D.M.R.S. 0 3 18 21
D.M.R.S.C. 1 2 14 17
D.M.R.W. 0 3 19 22
Donegal 0 0 21 21
Galway 0 1 8 9
Kerry 0 1 8 9
Kildare 0 0 9 9
Kilkenny/Car-
low

0 1 5 6

Laois/Offaly 0 0 3 3
Limerick 0 2 16 18
Louth 0 2 10 12
Mayo 0 2 6 8
Meath 0 1 6 7
Roscommon/
Longford

0 1 4 5

Sligo/Leitrim 0 1 5 6
Tipperary 0 1 6 7
Waterford 0 1 12 13
Westmeath 0 2 6 8
Wexford 0 0 8 8
Wicklow 0 1 6 7
Total 3 39 266 308
The resources provided to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with 

an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing 
recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a growing organi-
sation.  There are now approx. 14,700 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 3,000 Garda staff 
and these numbers are continuing to grow.  Taken together, this increase in the number of Garda 
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members and staff is delivering a significant increase in operational policing hours nationwide.

21/07/2020WRDD03100Forensic Science Ireland

21/07/2020WRDD03200581. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocation to Forensic Science Ireland in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form.  
[16757/20]

21/07/2020WRDD03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that Forensic Science Ireland (FSI), an office of my Department, is the State’s forensic analysis 
service and works closely with An Garda Síochána in the investigation of crime and presenta-
tion of evidence at criminal trials.

FSI forms a crucial component of the State’s criminal justice system and meets a clearly 
established public need by contributing to the detection of criminal offences and the apprehen-
sion and identification of the perpetrators of crime.

As set out in the FSI Strategic Plan 2019-2022, available at www.forensicscience.ie, demand 
for FSI services continues to grow, and I am pleased that Budget 2020 provided an allocation 
of almost €40m for the development of new laboratory facilities at the Science Campus in 
Backweston.

Please find the information requested in regard to the budget allocation to the FSI set out 
below:

2018 (€m) 2019 (€m) 2020 (€m)
Pay 7.231 8.850 11.974
Non-Pay 2.865 3.365 5.466
Capital 3.012 18.570 39.551
Deferred Capital 0.741 0.942 -

21/07/2020WRDD03400Garda Data

21/07/2020WRDD03500582. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí who have received specialist training to interview children as witnesses, victims or sus-
pects in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [16758/20]

21/07/2020WRDD03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005, the allocation and distribution of resources including the recruitment and training of 
Garda members and members of the Garda Reserve is entirely a matter for the Garda Commis-
sioner. As Minister, I have no responsibility in this matter. I am assured however that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Gardaí who received Specialist 
Interview Training to interview children as witnesses, victims or suspects in 2018, 2019 and to 
date in 2020 is as follows:

Year Specialist Interviewing Module 1 – No. of 
Gardaí Trained

2018 24
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Year Specialist Interviewing Module 1 – No. of 
Gardaí Trained

2019 40
2020 to-date 12
This training is delivered over a two-year period and these participants are at various points 

of this training. I am informed that, due to COVID-19, training has been suspended.

21/07/2020WRDD03700Courts Service

21/07/2020WRDD03800583. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the works envisioned 
as being carried out under the capital expenditure budget for the Courts Service in the revised 
estimates; and if the division between renovation or extension works and new builds for court-
houses will be included.  [16762/20]

21/07/2020WRDD03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the provisions of the 
Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provision of accommodation 
for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising 
its functions.

A number of major courthouse projects have been included in the Government’s National 
Development Plan 2018-2027 and the overall vision in Project Ireland 2040.  These include:

- A major Family Law and Children’s Court Complex on a site adjacent to the Four Courts 
at Hammond Lane in Dublin;

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
mon);

- Construction of standard county town type court facilities at a number of locations in 
County Dublin and also in North Kildare, Bray and Navan;

- Regional Family Law Centres;

- Further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gaeltacht 
court for the region, and Tuam; and

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined. The delivery of the Hammond Lane Family Law project is a 
priority for Courts Service.

At present the annual Courts Service capital budget is €4.88m. In 2020, an additional €10m 
was allocated primarily for the purpose of settling the final account (€8.9m ex VAT) on the re-
cently completed €158m Courts PPP Bundle project which delivered new or refurbished court-
houses at Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, Letterkenny, Mullingar and Drogheda.

A breakdown of the proposed expenditure of the €4.88m is as follows:

- €1m – repayment of a loan inherited from Cork City Council relating to the refurbishment 
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of Washington Street Courthouse.

- €1m – lease costs for various leased courthouses nationwide.

- €1m – site acquisitions in Portlaoise and Tralee for NDP projects.

- €1.2m – various minor upgrades around Dublin/Four Courts campus.

The balance is for various small projects or items of expenditure that may arise during the 
course of the year.

21/07/2020WRDD04000Prison Facilities

21/07/2020WRDD04100584. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost of 
providing in-cell sanitation or other arrangements to cease the practice of slopping out to each 
prisoner within Portlaoise prison. [16763/20]

21/07/2020WRDD04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The provision of safe and 
secure custody and dignity of care to those individuals in the penal system in Ireland is a prior-
ity area for the Department and the Irish Prison Service (IPS).

The IPS commits in its capital strategy plan 2016-2021 to a prison estate that provides safe, 
secure and humane custody, that upholds the dignity of all users, and that reflects and supports 
a modern and progressive penal policy.  It identifies as a priority the full elimination of the prac-
tice referred to as ‘slopping out’, through provision of in-cell sanitation throughout the prison 
estate.

Very significant progress has already been made, to the extent that the practice has now been 
virtually eliminated in Irish prisons: in-cell sanitation is now in place for 99% of prisoners in 
Irish prisons.

Some of the relevant works completed to date include the installation of in-cell sanitation 
at Mountjoy Prison and the opening of a new prison in Cork in 2016. The construction of new 
facilities in Limerick has also commenced.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that a feasibility study on the options to improve 
cellular accommodation including the provision of in-cell sanitation at E block, Portlaoise Pris-
on, is being prepared. I understand that the other cell blocks at Portlaoise already have in-cell 
sanitation in place.

I am informed that it is not possible to give an accurate estimate of the cost involved in 
provision of in-cell sanitation for the E block at Portlaoise at this time, pending the completion 
of the feasibility study and the preparation of a scope of works on the work to be undertaken, 
completion of necessary engineering surveys, which are required for the preparation of an esti-
mate of costs.  The Deputy may however be interested to know that I am informed by the IPS 
that it is hoped an invitation to tender for necessary works will be issued to the market in the 
first quarter of 2021, subject to funding.

When completed, this work and the redevelopment of Limerick Prison, which is currently 
in progress,  will see the full elimination of slopping in the prison estate. The Deputy may be 
interested to know that the total budget for the overall Limerick project is €71.5million.  I un-
derstand that the contract for the construction of these works was awarded in February 2019 and 
that the project is currently scheduled for completion in the last quarter of 2021.
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21/07/2020WRDD04300Rights of People with Disabilities

21/07/2020WRDD04400585. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the costing estimates that 
have been carried out with respect to the implementation of the optional protocol of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. [16765/20]

21/07/2020WRDD04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Gov-
ernment reiterates the commitment to ratification of the Optional Protocol after the first report-
ing cycle.

The Government remains focused on addressing the remaining legislative measures to be 
taken in Ireland to give full effect to the Convention, the submission of the CRPD Initial State 
Report, and the development of an implementation plan to coordinate implementation of the 
UNCRPD.  However, no specific costing estimates have been completed specifically in respect 
of the Optional Protocol of the UNCRPD.

21/07/2020WRDD04600Garda Misconduct Allegations

21/07/2020WRDD04700586. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Clyne report will be received (details supplied); when the report will be published; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16771/20]

21/07/2020WRDD04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that an inquiry under Section 42 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 is being carried out by former 
Judge Patrick Clyne into the Garda Síochána investigation following the death of Mr Patrick 
Nugent in 1984.

Judge Clyne was due to complete the Inquiry by 28 February 2020. However, due to factors 
including the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated public health measures, he informed my 
Department that he will not be in a position to finalise this work until July.

On 16 June 2020, the then Minister for Justice and Equality approved an extension for the 
Nugent Inquiry to 31 July 2020. My Department wrote to the Nugent family shortly afterwards 
to inform them of this extension. Following receipt of the report, it is my intention to consult 
the Attorney General with a view to providing the report to the Nugent family and publishing a 
copy on my Department’s website.

21/07/2020WRDD04900Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRDD05000587. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if licences when 
due for renewal will be issued free of charge for community facilities that run bingo and social 
dancing in view of the fact that they have not been used for a number of months and will not be 
used for an extended period of time due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16799/20]

21/07/2020WRDD05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The statutory provisions 
concerning the licensing of premises for the purposes of public dancing are set out in the Public 
Dance Halls Act 1935 as well as sections 2 to 10 and 21 of the Licensing (Combating Drug 
Abuse) Act 1997 in so far as they relate to public dancing licenses. The primary purpose of 
these statutory provisions is to ensure the welfare and safety of persons while present at events 
on the premises.
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Applications for renewal of existing licences are made to the annual licensing district court. 
Fees relating to renewal of licences in the courts are prescribed by law. Fees for applications 
to the District Court are prescribed by S.I. 22 of 2014.  There is no provision in S.I. 22 of 2014 
for waiver of these fees by the Courts Service and the Minister has no current plans to review 
the matter.

21/07/2020WRDD05200Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRDD05300588. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the value of 
contracts awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by her Department and 
each body and local authority under her remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [16845/20]

21/07/2020WRDD05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has not been possible 
to collate the information requested by the Deputy within the time allowed. I will write to the 
Deputy to provide this information as soon as it is available.

21/07/2020WRDD05500Legislative Measures

21/07/2020WRDD05600589. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Parole 
Act 2019 will be commenced; and if an application for parole has been made by a person (de-
tails supplied). [16851/20]

21/07/2020WRDD05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Parole Act 2019 pro-
vides for the establishment of an independent, statutory Parole Board, which will make deci-
sions in relation to parole for all eligible prisoners.

The Deputy will be aware that under the 2019 Act, prisoners serving a life sentence will be 
eligible to be considered only after they have served 12 years of that sentence.

Prisoners who have applied under the old system but have not yet been granted parole will 
be eligible to be considered, once they meet the criteria set out in the Parole Act, by the new 
Board, in accordance with the provisions of that Act. It is, however, important to note that, in 
practice and over the past 10 years, the average sentence served by a life sentence prisoner be-
fore being released on parole has been approximately 19 years.

I am committed to seeing the new Parole Board up and running and soon as is practically 
possible and the Programme for Government commits to ensuring full implementation of the 
Parole Act 2019.

There are a number of practical steps required before it will be possible to commence the 
Act and establish the Parole Board, for example selection of Board members, the appointment 
of a Chief Executive and staff, putting in place the funding for the new Board, and various other 
matters, including premises for the new enlarged organisation etc. These measures will require 
the provision of additional funding in Budget 2021.  A Project Board has been established in 
my Department to carry out the necessary work and ensure that all necessary arrangements are 
made.  Pending establishment of the new Board, the existing expert Parole Board is continuing 
with its work.

Finally, and as the Deputy will appreciate, I cannot comment on the case of any particular 
prisoner including the specific case referred to.
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21/07/2020WRDD05800Direct Provision System

21/07/2020WRDD05900590. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the planned timeline 
for delivering vulnerability assessments, full right to access employment, the ability to apply 
for driver licences and bank accounts for persons resident in direct provision; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16935/20]

21/07/2020WRDD06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Last year, Dr Catherine Day 
was asked to bring together an expert group with representation from asylum seekers and NGOs 
to examine best practice in other European States in the provision of services to international 
protection applicants, to examine likely longer term trends and to set out recommendations 
and solutions. Any new system for the provision of accommodation and additional supports to 
international protection applicants will be informed by the Report of this Expert Group. The 
Group is examining both the reception system for accommodating applicants and the system for 
processing applications, and is expected to make recommendations for changes in both areas.

A briefing paper on the work of the group, prepared by the Chairperson to inform programme 
for government talks, was recently circulated to members of both Houses of the Oireachtas by 
the previous Minister and its interim recommendations cover many of these issues. The work of 
the group is advancing at pace and their report is expected by the end of September. The inten-
tion as stated in the Programme for Government is to publish a White Paper by the end of this 
year, informed by the recommendations of the Expert Group, which will set out how a replace-
ment to the Direct Provision system will be structured and the steps to achieving it. It will be 
a matter for the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, to progress the matter following the 
transfer of this function to his Department.

In the meantime, on foot of a request from my predecessor, work is continuing on progress-
ing a number of issues identified by Dr Day in her briefing note.

There are ongoing discussions between officials in my Department and the HSE to allow for 
the introduction of vulnerability assessments for applicants for international protection by the 
end of the year.

A review of labour market access has recently been carried out by my Department which I 
intend to submit to Government for consideration in the near future.

The issuing of driving licences and learner permits to international protection applicants is 
currently being considered by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in consultation 
with my Department. While there are a number of complex legal and administrative issues to 
be resolved, work is ongoing in this regard.

In relation to the ability of applicants for international protection to open bank accounts, 
senior officials of my Department have recently discussed the matter with the representatives of 
the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland (DPFI) to see how the issue can be progressed.

21/07/2020WREE00200Garda Transport Provision

21/07/2020WREE00300591. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
mountain bikes allocated to each Garda district within the Dublin metropolitan region, DMR, 
as of 13 July 2020, in tabular form. [17011/20]

21/07/2020WREE00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
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responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána. The Commissioner 
is also responsible for the allocation and efficient use of Garda resources, including purchase 
and allocation of mountain bikes, in light of operational demand.  As Minister I have no role 
in these matters.  I understand, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of re-
sources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, 
with an allocation for 2020 of €1.882 billion. A very significant level of capital investment is 
also being made in An Garda Síochána, including €116.5 million this year.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the allocation of mountain bikes for each Garda 
district within the Dublin Metropolitan Region, as of 13 July 2020, is set out in the following 
table:

Division District No. of Mountain bikes
DMR North Ballymun 1

Coolock 4
Raheny 4
Swords 1
Balbriggan 4

Sub Total 14
DMR North Central Store Street 23

Bridewell 1
Mountjoy 1

Sub Total 25
DMR South Tallaght 1

Terenure 1
Sub Total 2
DMR South Central Kevin Street 2

Pearse Street 8
Donnybrook 1

Sub Total 11
DMR West Blanchardstown 4

Clondalkin 1
Sub Total 5
DMR East Dun Laoghaire 1

Blackrock 1
Sub Total 2
Grand Total 59

21/07/2020WREE00500Visa Applications

21/07/2020WREE00600592. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a C visa will be 
granted on compassionate grounds to a person (details supplied) in view of the fact that the 
short stay visa system remains closed due to Covid-19 restrictions. [17090/20]

21/07/2020WREE00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): Visa Offices have tempo-
rarily suspended the processing of all non-priority short stay visa applications due to the CO-
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VID-19 pandemic. A limited resumption of visa services was commenced from 22 June 2020. 
During this initial resumption phase, the Immigration Service has only been accepting Long 
Stay “D” visa applications, including Study, as well as those identified under its current criteria 
as Emergency/Priority visas. It remains the position that short stay visas are not being issued 
for non-essential travel.

The current criteria for Emergency/Priority visas is as follows:

- Emergency visa (e.g. Healthcare professionals, health researchers, and elderly care profes-
sionals);

- Immediate family members of Irish citizens (who are returning to their ordinary place of 
residence in Ireland);

- Persons legally resident in the State;

- Persons entitled to avail of the provision of the EU Free Movement Directive;

- Transport personnel engaged in haulage of goods and other transport staff to the extent 
necessary;

- Diplomats, staff of international organisations, military personnel and humanitarian aid 
workers in the exercise of their functions.

Based on the above, this particular case does not meet the criteria for a short stay visa to 
be issued currently.  Officials of my Department have been in contact with the person referred 
to and have advised that the short stay visa application will be processed when normal service 
resumes.

A Frequently Asked Questions document on the impact of COVID-19 on immigration and 
international protection is available on the Immigration Service website (www.inis.gov.ie).  
This document is regularly updated.  Additionally any person intending to travel should also 
take note of the General COVID-19 Travel Advisory issued by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the email service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/07/2020WREE00800Residency Permits

21/07/2020WREE00900593. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the online re-
newal system for non-EU migrants, which currently only applies to Dublin, will be extended to 
the rest of the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17104/20]

21/07/2020WREE01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department registers 
persons residing in the Dublin area only. The Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) pro-
cesses all applications outside of Dublin through the Garda Station network.

A new online Registration Renewal system for all non-EEA nationals based in Dublin went 
live on 20 July 2020.  This means that anyone within the Dublin area looking to renew their 
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registration will no longer have to book an appointment and attend the Registration Office in 
person.

A person residing outside of Dublin, however, must contact their local Registration Office 
when it reopens.  The Immigration Service of my Department works closely with the GNIB 
to ensure that we continue to focus on delivering high quality services to all of our immigra-
tion customers outside of the Dublin region. While there are no immediate plans to extend the 
online renewal system to Registration Offices outside Dublin, this is being kept under review, 
including in the context of implementing the recommendation of the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland.

After being closed for four months due to COVID-19 restrictions, Registration Offices out-
side Dublin operated by An Garda Síochána are opening on a phased basis in line with the Gov-
ernment roadmap.  Email addresses for each Registration Office are provided for queries and 
the arranging of appointments. Further information on the contact details and proposed dates of 
reopening for all the registration offices outside Dublin is available on http://www.inis.gov.ie/
en/INIS/Pages/registration-updates.

Individuals wishing to register or renew their permissions, and who reside outside Dublin, 
should contact their local Immigration Officer on the email address provided prior to attending 
at a Garda Station. Please be advised that individuals without an appointment will not be seen.

On 16 July 2020 I announced that immigration permissions due to expire between 20 July 
and 20 August 2020 will be automatically extended for one month. Any permission which was 
renewed by an earlier notice of 20 March 2020 and 13 May and which therefore has a new 
expiry date between 20 July 2020 and 20 August 2020 is also renewed. Provided the person 
otherwise meets the conditions set out in the notices, this exceptional temporary measure also 
applies to non-nationals currently outside the State. All renewals are on the same basis as exist-
ing permissions, and the same conditions will continue to apply.

While it is intended that this will be the final temporary extension of immigration permis-
sion, my Department will continue to keep the situation under active review as matters evolve 
in our national response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

My Department is providing regular updates on all immigration related matters on the Im-
migration Service website: http://www.inis.gov.ie/. A detailed Frequently Asked Questions 
document on the COVID-19 impact on immigration and international protection can also be 
found on the website. This document is also regularly updated.  I would encourage all immigra-
tion applicants to refer to the website for up-to-date information.

21/07/2020WREE01100Immigration Policy

21/07/2020WREE01200594. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if she will clarify 
the nature of the review concerning the detention of a person (details supplied) who was kept 
in solitary confinement for more than a week in Mountjoy Prison after immigration officials re-
fused to allow them into the country; the expected timeline for this review; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [17105/20]

21/07/2020WREE01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department does not 
comment on individual cases.  However, I can confirm it is standard practice in the case of le-
gal proceedings such as this to conduct a full review of what occurred and improve or amend 
any procedural or administrative arrangements, including in relation to arrangements with An 
Garda Síochána, so that the immigration service can continually improve how it conducts its 



21 July 2020

301

business.

21/07/2020WREE01400Immigration Controls

21/07/2020WREE01500595. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if her attention has 
been drawn to the Immigration Detention and Border Control in Ireland report, which docu-
ments immigration-related detention practices including the absence of appeals or a complaints 
process for persons refused leave to land at the border; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [17106/20]

21/07/2020WREE01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department is aware of 
the Report to which the Deputy refers. Indeed, officials of my Department, the Prison Service 
and other agencies participated in key stakeholder interviews for the purposes of the Report.

As the Deputy will appreciate, every State has a duty to protect its borders and to refuse 
entry to those persons not entitled to enter the State. This is a fundamental exercise of State sov-
ereignty necessary to protect the security of the State and to prevent illegal immigration.  The 
exercise of powers in this area is subject to the law and respect for individual rights.

Detention in a Garda Station or prison of a person refused entry to the State is undertaken as 
a last resort. Indeed, there is a statutory obligation to return a person refused entry permission 
as soon as is practicable. Most persons are returned on the same day that they are refused entry.

A refusal of leave to land by the Border Management Unit is always signed off by a more 
senior civil servant.

It is important to note that a refusal of leave to land, unlike a deportation or a removal order, 
does not prevent the person from seeking to enter the State in the future if they satisfy the condi-
tions for entry. The principle of non-refoulement applies to these decisions.

The relevant provisions on immigration related detention are kept under ongoing review 
and the recommendations in this Report will be considered in that context.

21/07/2020WREE01700Asylum Applications

21/07/2020WREE01800596. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pro-
posals yet to be processed from the Irish refugee protection programme humanitarian admission 
programme call which ended in February 2019; if she will provide a breakdown by nationality 
of the sponsors and the potential beneficiaries who have yet to receive a decision, in tabular 
form; and the reason for the delay in making a decision on these applications. [17107/20]

21/07/2020WREE01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The first round of the IRPP 
Humanitarian Admission Programme (IHAP) granted permission to 165 beneficiaries. To date, 
with respect to the second round of the IHAP (IHAP 2), approximately 255 applications have 
been granted in respect of 440 beneficiaries.

There are currently 80 pending applications in respect of 185 beneficiaries and it is expected 
that these pending applications will include both grants and refusals. The processing of ap-
plications is ongoing; however, restraints arising from the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
processing capacity as some staff were redeployed to support the wider national response.

When the IHAP was announced by my predecessor Minister Flanagan in May 2018, it was 
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envisaged that there would be circa 530 beneficiaries. In December 2019, the allocation was 
increased to circa 740 beneficiaries, of which 605 have been filled. It is expected that between 
the pending applications and review requests, that the revised allocation of 740 beneficiaries 
will be reached, or possibly exceeded.

Nationality of the proposers for beneficiaries under the IHAP for which applications 
under the Programme are outstanding:

Nationality: Proposers:
Afghan 26
Syrian 26
Somali < 10
Sudanese < 10
DRC < 10
Eritrean < 10
Burmese < 10
Palestinian < 10
Nationality of beneficiaries under the IHAP for which applications under the Pro-

gramme are outstanding:

Nationality: Number of Beneficiaries:
Afghan 70
Syrian 49
Somali 22
DRC 11
Eritrean < 10
Burmese < 10
Sudanese < 10
  

Question No. 597 answered with Question No. 578.

21/07/2020WREE02100Crime Data

21/07/2020WREE02200598. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the fines and 
prison sentences bestowed on persons who are found in possession of stolen animals; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [17126/20]

21/07/2020WREE02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am very conscious of the 
impact that anti-social behaviour and crime like dog thefts has on the quality of life for residents 
in local communities.  Gardaí are working hard to tackle this, and all forms of criminality in our 
communities, to make them safer for all members of society.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Garda National Crime Prevention Unit co-
ordinates a number of Crime Prevention Information Campaigns through traditional and social 
media. Recently information has been disseminated to the Crime Prevention Officers Network 
countrywide specifically dealing with the topic of dog thefts.

Together with legislation governing theft, other legislation pertaining to animal welfare, sale 
of animals and cruelty can be considered when dealing with suspected offenders. The following 
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legislation is relevant for theft of animals and provides for associated offences and penalties:

- Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001

- The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013

- Protection of Animals (Amendment) Act 1965

With regard to figures relating to penalties for thefts of animals, I am advised by the Courts 
Service that due to the nature of how data is collected, the information is not maintained in such 
a way as to provide specific figures for either specific counties or nationwide.  It is not possible 
to provide a breakdown of the number of the persons who have actually received the above 
penalties, as there is no specific code on PULSE for the possession of a stolen animal.  Such 
figures could only be retrieved by a manual examination of each court record.

21/07/2020WREE02400Asylum Seekers

21/07/2020WREE02500599. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Ireland 
will, via its representation on the Council of the EU, give its agreement to the opening of nego-
tiations with Afghanistan on asylum returns to that country on the basis of a general principle 
as outlined in a note from the General Secretariat of the Council dated 3 July 2020 (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17163/20]

21/07/2020WREE02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): As part of the Europeans 
Union’s cooperation with Afghanistan in the area of migration, both have committed to a Joint 
Way Forward on Migration Issues between Afghanistan and the EU (JWF). The JWF, which is 
not considered a binding international agreement, was signed on 3 October 2016 and was auto-
matically extended for another two years following the provisions of Part VIII of the JWF. It is 
due to expire on 3 October 2020.

Part I of the JWF defines the scope of cooperation and reaffirms Afghanistan’s obligations 
under international law to readmit its citizens who entered into the EU or are staying on the EU 
territory irregularly. Part II contains various provisions aimed at facilitating the return process. 
In addition, the JWF contains provisions on information and awareness-raising (Part III), return 
programs and reintegration assistance (Part IV), fighting smuggling and trafficking in human 
beings (Part V), the creation of a Joint Working Group (Part VI) and the exchange of documents 
(Part VII).

The JWF already allows for vulnerable groups, including unaccompanied minors, to be 
returned after giving fair consideration to humanitarian aspects (Part I, point 4, of the JWF).

Given the upcoming expiry of the JWF in October 2020, the European Commission in-
formed the Council of the European Union on 10 June 2020, that it intends to enter discussions 
with Afghanistan on the prolongation of the JWF. The Council must authorise the opening of 
negotiations and the signing of non-binding instruments such as the JWF.

Ireland, through its Permanent Representation to the EU, did not make any objection to the 
opening of negotiations with Afghanistan.

As with all such negotiations, the Commission will regularly update the Council on the 
evolution of the negotiations and will revert to the Council at the end of negotiations to seek the 
Council’s authorisation for the signature of the instrument on behalf of the Union.
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21/07/2020WREE02700Crime Data

21/07/2020WREE02800600. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of cash seized by An Garda Síochána under the Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 that 
was returned to the persons from whom it was seized by way of appeal in each of the years 
2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form.  [17181/20]

21/07/2020WREE02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed that the 
seizure and detention provisions of the Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 can only be 
invoked by the Chief Bureau Officer and Bureau Officers appointed pursuant to sections 7 and 
8 respectively of the of the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996 (as amended).

The Criminal Assets Bureau is a separate statutory body independent of the Garda Síochána 
and therefore, strictly speaking, no such seizure and detention orders under the 2016 Act can be 
made by the Garda Síochána, but only by the Criminal Assets Bureau.

Furthermore, there is no appeal as such from the seizure and detention provisions in section 
1A of the Proceeds of Crime Acts (as inserted by section 3 of the Proceeds of Crime (Amend-
ment) Act, 2016). There is provision for an application pursuant to section 1B of said acts to 
vary or vacate a seizure and detention order made under section 1A.

I am advised by the Criminal Assets Bureau that no application has yet been made under the 
provisions of section 1B since the commencement of the 2016 Act.

21/07/2020WREE03000Immigration Status

21/07/2020WREE03100601. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the options avail-
able to a Colombian national and a qualified psychologist (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17187/20]

21/07/2020WREE03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): A person who is in a long-
term relationship with an Irish citizen may be eligible to apply for De Facto Partnership permis-
sion to remain in the State.

In order to apply for De Facto Partnership immigration permission, a non EEA national (the 
Applicant) who wishes to remain the State and is in a relationship with an Irish National or an 
Irish Resident (the Sponsor) must be in a position to provide documentary evidence of a durable 
relationship, akin to marriage, with evidence of cohabitation of at least two years on the date 
of application.

De Facto Partnership applications will only be accepted from individuals who have a valid 
permission to be in the State and are present in the State at the time of applying.  However, such 
applications are not accepted from persons who are in the State on foot of a short-stay visa, for 
example, for a holiday or from those who are unlawfully in the State at the time of applying.

If the applicant is a visa required national they must apply for and be granted an Irish D Join 
Partner visa for entry into the State.

Applicants must remain in the State for the duration of their application. There is no fee for 
De Facto Partnership applications.

If the person concerned wishes to make a De Facto Partnership application they must apply 
in writing to: De Facto Partnerships, Residence Division - Unit 5, Immigration Service, PO Box 
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12695, Dublin 2.

Further information on applying for De Facto Partnership permission, including an applica-
tion form, can be found on the Immigration Service website:

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/De%20Facto%20Relationships.

21/07/2020WREE03300Visa Applications

21/07/2020WREE03400602. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the restric-
tions on accepting new visa applications will be lifted in order to allow a person (details sup-
plied) to travel here to visit a sick relative. [17300/20]

21/07/2020WREE03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Immigration Service 
of my Department started a limited resumption of visa services from 22 June 2020. During this 
initial resumption phase, it has only been accepting Long Stay “D” visa applications, including 
Study, as well as those identified under the Immigration Service’s current criteria as Emer-
gency/Priority visas.

While we are again accepting long stay visa applications for processing, the actual issuance 
of  visas not within the Emergency/Priority categories remains dependent on Public Health ad-
vice, and has not yet begun. It remains the position that we are not accepting any short stay visa 
applications, except for cases that fall under the Emergency/Priority criteria. A detailed list of 
what categories of short stay visa fall under the Emergency/Priority category can be found on 
the following web page:

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/updates-announcements

There are still restrictions in place in many countries, so in locations where it wasn’t pos-
sible to resume processing visa applications from  22 June 2020, the Immigration Service in-
tend to resume accepting visa applications as soon as is possible. Any resumption of services is 
subject to current health and safety advice in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. The extent 
of the resumption of visa services will continue to be decided in accordance with World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and Health Service Executive (HSE) guidelines.

For up to date information on a specific application location, those seeking to apply for an 
Irish visa should continue to monitor the website of their local Irish Embassy, Mission or Visa 
Office. The link for the Embassy below provides updates specific to the location that is relevant 
to the place of application of the person referred to in your query.

https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/jordan

I would advise any applicant for a visa to monitor the Department’s immigration website 
where a Frequently Asked Questions document on the impact of COVID-19 on immigration 
and international protection is available - (www.inis.gov.ie).  This document is regularly updat-
ed.  Additionally any person intending to travel should also take note of the General COVID-19 
Travel Advisory issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

21/07/2020WREE03600Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WREE03700603. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
policing and community safety Bill; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [17324/20]
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21/07/2020WREE03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): In December 2018, the 
Government published A Policing Service for our Future – the 4-year Plan (2019-2022) to 
implement the Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI) – The 
Future of Policing in Ireland. In that context, the Government approved the development of the 
General Scheme of the Policing and Community Safety Bill. The Bill will provide for a new 
coherent governance and oversight framework as recommended by CoFPI to strengthen the in-
ternal governance of the Garda Síochána, ensure clear and effective independent oversight and 
ultimately deliver better policing.

In that regard I would refer to the commitments in the Programme for Government to rapid-
ly implement CoFPI while ensuring that there remains a strong and independent public external 
accountability mechanism for the Garda Commissioner and Garda Leadership Team.

The Bill will also, as committed to in the Programme for Government, redefine the func-
tions of An Garda Síochána to include the prevention of harm to individuals who are at risk or 
are vulnerable and place a reciprocal obligation on other public service bodies to cooperate with 
the Garda Síochána in relation to the broader issue of community safety.

Work on the General Scheme is at an advanced stage in my Department and, following con-
sultation with key stakeholders including the Garda Commissioner and the policing oversight 
bodies, my intention is to bring it to Cabinet for approval in the Autumn.

21/07/2020WREE03900Garda Strength

21/07/2020WREE04000604. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the total increase 
in the number of active gardaí over the past four months.  [17335/20]

21/07/2020WREE04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner has responsi-
bility for management of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation and efficient use of Garda 
resources. This includes responsibility for personnel matters and the distribution of personnel 
across the various Garda Divisions.  As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  I un-
derstand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

The resources provided to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an 
allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruit-
ment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as at 30 June 2020, there were  approximately 
14,700 Garda members nationwide, supported by over 3,000 Garda staff and these numbers are 
continuing to grow.  This figure includes the Garda trainees from two separate intake classes 
who attested earlier than scheduled, in March 2020, which was an operational decision taken 
by the Garda Commissioner in order to augment An Garda Síochána’s capacity to respond to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The information on the increase in Garda numbers requested by the Deputy is available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce

21/07/2020WREE04200Immigration Status
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21/07/2020WREE04300605. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the case 
of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[17422/20]

21/07/2020WREE04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): In response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of final decisions being made.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service Delivery function of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail 
facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or 
too long awaited.

21/07/2020WREE04500Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WREE04600606. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the procedures carried out with re-
spect to Covid-19 for travellers arriving at points of entry here, in particular for passengers that 
have arrived from the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16482/20]

21/07/2020WREE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At present, the government advises 
against non-essential travel overseas.

Passengers arriving to Ireland from overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 
Passenger Locator Form. The information provided on the form may be used to assist with 
contact tracing in the event that there is a suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health to restrict their 
movements for 14 days.

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen existing 
arrangements.

21/07/2020WREE04800Health Services

21/07/2020WREE04900607. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of HSE 
Circular 3 of 2005; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16485/20]

21/07/2020WREE05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on the matter.

21/07/2020WREE05100Nursing Home Accommodation
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21/07/2020WREE05200608. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his plans for a nursing home 
(details supplied). [16490/20]

21/07/2020WREE05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The HSE has had 
a number of formal engagements with the Agency referred to by the Deputy over the past year.  
There were three meetings in 2019 and there have been a number of meetings so far in 2020, 
most recently in late June, with further engagement planned. I understand the General Manager 
notified staff on 3 June 2020 of the decision of the Board of Management to close the facility.

As this is an operational matter I have arranged for the Deputy’s questions to be forwarded 
to the HSE for direct reply.

21/07/2020WREE05400Health Services

21/07/2020WREE05500609. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16503/20]

21/07/2020WREE05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly.

21/07/2020WREE05700Hospital Staff

21/07/2020WREE05800610. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of midwifery posts 
in the maternity unit in Portiuncula University Hospital, Galway, in 2019 and to date in 2020; 
and the number of vacancies in the unit. [16508/20]

21/07/2020WREE05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly.

21/07/2020WRFF00200Disability Services Data

21/07/2020WRFF00300611. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of residential plac-
es for persons with a disability being provided at the end of June 2020 in CHO 5.  [16509/20]

21/07/2020WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRFF00500Food Safety Authority of Ireland

21/07/2020WRFF00600612. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated amount it would 
cost in 2021 if the budget for the Food Safety Authority of Ireland increased by 5.5%. [16510/20]

21/07/2020WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
(FSAI) has been advised that its maximum approved level of net non-capital expenditure for 
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2020 is €17.172 million.  This is an increase of €1.2m (7.5%) on the FSAI’s 2019 approved 
level of net non-capital funding (€15.972m).  A 5.5% increase in 2021 would amount to an ad-
ditional €0.944 million approximately.

21/07/2020WRFF00800Maternity Services

21/07/2020WRFF00900613. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the names of the persons under-
taking the review of the maternity unit in Cavan General Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16515/20]

21/07/2020WRFF01000614. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a review of the ma-
ternity led unit in Cavan General Hospital is necessary; if the way in which the downgrading 
of services was muted some weeks ago without his knowledge has been investigated; if he has 
examined this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16516/20]

21/07/2020WRFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 613 
and 614 together.

Following reports of anticipated changes to midwifery led maternity service provision in 
Cavan General Hospital (CGH), the Department requested, and is awaiting, a full report from 
the National Women & Infants Health Programme.  The Programme has advised that a review 
is underway within the RCSI Hospital Group, led by the Group Clinical Director for Maternity 
Services in conjunction with the Directors of Midwifery from Our Lady of Lourdes, Drogheda 
and the Rotunda Hospitals.  The review is expected to be finalised in September; however, in 
the meantime, it is understood that the Cavan Midwifery Led Unit is operating normally.

The Department has sought assurances that any proposals, emanating from the RCSI review, 
will serve to ensure the future of the Cavan Midwifery Led Unit and that it will operate in line 
with the National Maternity Strategy.  Once the full report has been received, the Department 
will work with the National Women & Infants Health Programme to ensure that any additional 
supports which are required to secure the future of community midwifery services in Cavan, 
will be put in place.  This will ensure that the choice of the Supported Care   pathway remains 
available to women attending CGH for maternity services.

21/07/2020WRFF01300Disability Services Provision

21/07/2020WRFF01400615. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the action the HSE is taking to 
support a person (details supplied) who is on the autism spectrum and whose condition has de-
teriorated significantly in the past year.  [16537/20]

21/07/2020WRFF01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way.

The Government commits to Prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply.
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21/07/2020WRFF01600Prescriptions Charges

21/07/2020WRFF01700616. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when the prescription charge 
will be reduced by 50 cent, as was promised from July 2020 in budget 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16540/20]

21/07/2020WRFF01800682. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when he plans to sign the statutory 
instrument required to reduce GMS prescription charges by 50c to €1.50 for all medical card 
holders as outlined in Budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16934/20]

21/07/2020WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 616 
and 682 together.

As part of Budget 2020, the previous Government agreed that GMS prescription charges 
would be reduced by €0.50c for all medical card holders. Accordingly, the charge would be 
reduced by €0.50c to €1 per item for persons aged over 70 years, and by €0.50c to €1.50 for 
persons under 70. The maximum monthly charge would also be reduced to €10 and €15 respec-
tively. The full year cost of implementing these measures is estimated at €25 million; a cost of 
€15 million for the over 70 cohort and €10 million for the under 70 cohort.

I am consulting with my government colleagues on these proposals.

21/07/2020WRFF02000Nursing Home Inspections

21/07/2020WRFF02100617. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans in respect of the case 
of a person (details supplied); if a thorough and complete independent investigation into the 
matter will be ensured; the person or body that will carry out the investigation, and the timeline 
and terms of reference for the investigation.  [16542/20]

21/07/2020WRFF02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Since 2009 the 
Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in place 
for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The Author-
ity, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up to and 
including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can no 
longer operate as a service provider.

This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality framework comprising of 
Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and National Quality Standards.

HIQA in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.

During the response to COVID-19, Nursing homes continue to be regulated by HIQA, who 
under the Health Act 2007 have the legal authority to examine the operation of any facility 
under their remit.

In relation to this particular nursing home, I can confirm that my Department has received 
correspondence in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy and has forwarded on details to 
HIQA as the statutory regulator for nursing homes, and the HSE for appropriate action and fol-
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low up.

21/07/2020WRFF02300Nursing Homes Support Scheme

21/07/2020WRFF02400618. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the new Government in 
respect of the legislation brought forward by the last Government to the fair deal system in June 
2019 will proceed and implement legislation to extend the three-year cap for farmers; when he 
expects this to be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16547/20]

21/07/2020WRFF02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme 
aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and 
that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The proposed policy change to the NHSS, to cap contributions based on farm and business 
assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been 
approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while considering a 
number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be addressed 
in the proposed legislation.

The stated policy objective of the general scheme of the Bill is to introduce further safe-
guards in the NHSS to further protect the viability and sustainability of family farms and busi-
nesses that will be passed down to the next generation of the family to continue to work them 
as productive assets to provide for them their livelihood.

The amendment of the scheme will bring certainty to the duration for which a contribu-
tion to the cost of care under NHSS will be levied against family farms and businesses. This 
in turn will support the viability of farms and businesses by increasing the likelihood of access 
to financing & promoting investment, which will encourage orderly succession planning with 
family members, encourage young farmers to remain farming and potentially encourage family 
members that had changed occupation or emigrated to return to the family farm.

The General Scheme of Bill for the Amendment to the NHSS was approved by Government 
on 11 June 2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect 
as soon as the legislative process is successfully complete. The General Scheme was sent to 
the relevant Joint Committee and the Department participated in pre-legislative scrutiny on 13 
November 2019.  Engagement with the Office of the Attorney General began in early 2020 to 
progress the legislative development process.

Further progress on the development of the Bill has been impacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic with focus entirely on responding to the challenges presented by COVID-19. The re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic has been and continues to be a national and public health 
priority.

21/07/2020WRFF02600Ministerial Advisers

21/07/2020WRFF02700619. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of advisers and 
special advisers appointed by him since becoming Minister; the starting annual salary of each 
person appointed by him; if an open interview process was conducted for each appointee; the 
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duration and terms of each contract issued to each adviser and special adviser; and if an advi-
sory role has been split to facilitate job-sharing in tabular form. [16565/20]

21/07/2020WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the commencement of every Dáil, 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues guidelines setting out the arrange-
ments for the staffing of Ministerial Offices. The Guidelines for the 33rd Dáil are currently 
awaiting Government approval.

It should be noted that the appointment of individual Special Advisers is a matter for each 
Government Minister subject to the terms set out in the aforementioned guidelines, although the 
appointments are also subject to formal Government approval.  At this stage, no Special Advis-
ers have been formally appointed to my Department by the Government. However, the Deputy 
may wish to note that I have assigned one person to work with me as Special Adviser and that 
person will be formally appointed by the Government once the Guidelines have been approved.

21/07/2020WRFF02900Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRFF03000620. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the checks in place here on visi-
tors from abroad to ensure they are self-isolating; the number of checks made each month since 
February 2020; and the number each month of successful checks and unsuccessful checks, that 
is, cases in which those carrying out the checks found the visitor had not fulfilled the guidance 
[16574/20]

21/07/2020WRFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Passengers arriving to Ireland from 
overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. The informa-
tion provided on the form may be used to assist with contact tracing in the event that there is a 
suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Since the introduction of the mandatory requirement to complete the locator form in late 
May, compliance has been close to 100%. The Department of Justice, which collects the forms 
at points of entry on behalf of the health service, has informed that three people at Dublin 
Airport have refused to fill out the form and they have been referred to the Garda National Im-
migration Bureau (GNIB).

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health, but not legally 
required, to restrict their movements for 14 days.

21/07/2020WRFF03200Dental Services 

21/07/2020WRFF03300621. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand dental 
treatment provision for medical card holders to include two fillings, cleaning and extraction; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16584/20]

21/07/2020WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental treatments to medical card holders. Services currently available annu-
ally include an examination, two fillings and emergency extractions. Other more complex care 
is also provided, some of which requires prior approval by a Principal Dental Surgeon. Patients 
with special needs and high risk patients can avail of a broader range of treatments. This in-
cludes scale and polish (cleaning) for those who are considered to be at high risk.

Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, published in April 2019, includes pro-
posals for the introduction of packages of oral healthcare for adult medical card holders at dif-
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ferent intervals during their life course.  The packages will focus on prevention and will include 
examinations, advice, and preventive therapies such as scale and polish. The timeframe for the 
delivery of the Policy is up to 2026 and  the roll-out of these packages of care will take place 
incrementally over the next number of years. Routine care including fillings and complex care 
will continue to be available.

21/07/2020WRFF03500Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRFF03600622. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason for allowing 
travel from countries with a high level of Covid-19; if consideration is being given to restrict-
ing travel from countries with high levels of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16599/20]

21/07/2020WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At present, the government advises 
against non-essential overseas travel.

Passengers arriving to Ireland from overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 
Passenger Locator Form. The information provided on the form may be used to assist with 
contact tracing in the event that there is a suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health to restrict their 
movements for 14 days.

It is important that our ports and airports continue to function, both to protect our supply 
chains and to facilitate essential travel.

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen our exist-
ing arrangements.

21/07/2020WRFF03800HSE Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRFF03900623. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on the waiting list for services within the HSE disability and community care ser-
vices; when they will be allocated the supports they need; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [16605/20]

21/07/2020WRFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRFF04100Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRFF04200624. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16607/20]
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21/07/2020WRFF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19-related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide the Deputy with a direct response.

21/07/2020WRFF04400Audiology Services

21/07/2020WRFF04500625. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost if the 
number of audiologists working in public health service increased by 15%; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16613/20]

21/07/2020WRFF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRFF04700Primary Care Services

21/07/2020WRFF04800626. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of 
recruiting of 50 additional assistant psychologists in primary care; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [16614/20]

21/07/2020WRFF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRFF05000Medical Cards
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21/07/2020WRFF05100627. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health when the increased income 
thresholds for over-70s medical cards in budget 2020 will be given effect. [16616/20]

21/07/2020WRFF05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 was published on 1 July.  This Bill pro-
vides, amongst other things, for the necessary legislative amendments to increase the weekly 
gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single 
person (currently €500 per week) and to €1,050 for a couple (currently €900 per week).  It is 
expected that the Bill will proceed through the Houses of the Oireachtas this week.

21/07/2020WRFF05300Motorised Transport Grant

21/07/2020WRFF05400628. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when a replacement 
scheme for the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance will be announced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16638/20]

21/07/2020WRFF05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Two schemes, 
the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put in place in 1979 and 1968 
respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE) at a time when there was lim-
ited availability of accessible public transport.  The Government decided to close these admin-
istrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding 
the legal status of both Schemes in the context of the Equal Status Acts.

In 2013, the Government also decided to continue payment of the monthly Mobility Allow-
ance on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that 
the Scheme closed.  Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million 
per annum) when the Scheme closed in 2013, there were 3,831 people in receipt of the interim 
payments at July 2019.

Other transport supports available to persons with disabilities in the State include the Dis-
abled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated by the Revenue Commissioners; the 
Free Travel Scheme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; 
and CLÁR funding, approved by the then Minister for Rural and Community Development, to 
voluntary organisations providing transport for people with significant mobility issues.

At the whole of Government level, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 
sets the overall framework for the equal participation of people with disabilities in society.  
Monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy  is being overseen by the National Disability 
Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which comprises key Government Departments, the Na-
tional Disability Authority and the Disability Stakeholders Group.

Under the Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has responsibility for 
the continued development of accessibility and availability of accessible public transport and 
is committed to the continued development of accessible public transport in recognition of the 
importance of such services to the lives of people with disabilities.

Recent developments which will impact on policy options regarding the provision of trans-
port supports for people with a disability include the following:

- The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in providing ac-
cessible public transport nationally and that Department’s public consultation launched on 14 
November last, to review active travel and public transport policy, including accessible public 
transport;
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- The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019.  The research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs; and

- The Working Group established under Action 104 of the National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy by the Department of Justice and Equality which states that ‘We will lead a review of 
transport supports encompassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for 
people with disabilities, to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports 
for people with disabilities and will develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan 
for such provision. This plan will have regard to making the most efficient use of available 
transport resources.’

21/07/2020WRFF05600Hospital Funding

21/07/2020WRFF05700629. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if he will honour the 
commitment by his predecessor to provide the necessary funding to Letterkenny University 
Hospital to enable it to reopen all the beds in its short-stay ward. [16639/20]

21/07/2020WRFF05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government, Our 
Shared Future, commits to continuing investment in our health care services in line with the 
recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review and the commitments in Project Ire-
land 2040.

The Capacity Review found that the net requirement, in a reform scenario, is for an ad-
ditional 2,590 hospital beds by 2031 (inpatient, day case, critical care) with an immediate re-
quirement for 1,290 beds to address overcrowding and to ensure hospitals operated at 85% 
occupancy in line with other OECD countries.  Approximately 770 additional beds have been 
provided to date. This includes an additional 5 beds in Letterkenny University Hospital as part 
of the 2018/2019 Winter Plan. The National Development Plan provides for the addition of the 
full 2,590 beds by the earlier date of 2027.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) agreed to support the marginal costs of 
funding 220 additional beds for three months to the end of March 2020. As of 16 March 2020, 
the HSE confirmed 197 of those beds have opened as planned, including 10 additional beds in 
Letterkenny University Hospital. The agreement with the NTPF was extended at the beginning 
of March to facilitate the beds to remain open until the end of June 2020 due to the Covid 19 
outbreak. A further extension has been approved until the 31st December 2020.

The future opening of additional acute bed capacity will be considered in the context of the 
Estimates discussions for the years concerned 2020 and on the priorities in the HSE’s National 
Service Plans for those years.

21/07/2020WRFF05900Disability Services Funding

21/07/2020WRFF06000630. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will ur-
gently prioritise the funding of a nurse for a school (details supplied) to support children with 
profound disabilities at the school. [16640/20]

21/07/2020WRFF06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The recently 
published Programme for Government document “Our Shared Future” recognises the need to 
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improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation 
and by working together across Government in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct 
reply.

21/07/2020WRGG00200Palliative Care Services

21/07/2020WRGG00300631. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will ur-
gently prioritise the reinstatement of a permanent palliative consultant to a hospice (details 
supplied) [16641/20]

21/07/2020WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

21/07/2020WRGG00500Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRGG00600632. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that the Covid-19 tracker application can only be used by residents here with an Irish credit 
card on store; if he will consider amending this to ensure visitors to Ireland can be required to 
use the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16647/20]

21/07/2020WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Covid Tracker App is free. No cred-
it card is required for free apps. Any notification from Apple/Google stores regarding Credit 
Cards are unrelated to the COVID Tracker app.

21/07/2020WRGG00800Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRGG00900633. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the steps being 
taken to provide care for post-Covid-19 patients who may suffer ongoing fatigue or develop 
post-viral fatigue syndrome and if unable to get the correct advice and support may go on to 
develop myalgic encephalomyelitis; if appropriate care is being provided for those at risk; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16659/20]

21/07/2020WRGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / my-
algic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) is a complex debilitating disorder which is 
characterised by severe fatigue accompanied by a range of other symptoms.  There is currently 
no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a correct diagnosis of ME 
and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently available. As a result clini-
cal assessment and the design of care plans need to be tailored to the individual patient. There 
are assessments and tests which can be carried out in primary care settings by a General Prac-
titioner. Specialised tests may be required when considering and ruling out other diagnoses. 
Relevant specialists are usually accessed through out patient clinics at secondary care level. 
The General Practitioner is regarded as best placed to refer patients, if appropriate.  Work is 
under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated Outpatient 
Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient is treated and 
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the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-frames. Consid-
eration is also being given to condition specific referral forms. This work should see significant 
improvements with respect to access to appropriate services.

21/07/2020WRGG01100Primary Care Services

21/07/2020WRGG01200634. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the services that will be on offer 
when a primary care centre (details supplied) is completed [16665/20]

21/07/2020WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRGG01400Hospital Procedures

21/07/2020WRGG01500635. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when procedures such as gastros-
copies will be allowed to proceed [16668/20]

21/07/2020WRGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to defer most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html  ).

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
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Covid-19 care.

21/07/2020WRGG01700Health Services Provision

21/07/2020WRGG01800636. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when the development of the 
community nursing unit in Tuam, County Galway will proceed to tender; when a contractor is 
expected to be appointed to carry out the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16669/20]

21/07/2020WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

21/07/2020WRGG02000Cancer Services

21/07/2020WRGG02100637. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his views on the financing of 
regional cancer care groups on a statutory basis; if his attention has been drawn to the regional 
discrepancies in the funding of cancer care groups nationally; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16674/20]

21/07/2020WRGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Cancer Strategy 2017-
2026 recognises the important role played by Cancer Support Centres throughout the country 
in meeting the needs of cancer patients and their families. 

The HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) works closely with a network of 
Community Cancer Support Centres, particularly in regard to the psycho-oncology model of 
care and the  implementation of survivorship programmes for those living with and beyond 
cancer. The NCCP are also working with Cancer Support Centres in the development of new 
guidance for best practice.  Some centres and groups currently receive funding resources as 
Community Health Care Organisations through the HSE. 

21/07/2020WRGG02300Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRGG02400638. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Health if paediatric Covid-19 units 
can be set up alongside the current adult Covid-19 hubs; the reason these units were not formed 
initially (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16678/20]

21/07/2020WRGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to service mat-
ters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply.

21/07/2020WRGG02600Home Care Packages

21/07/2020WRGG02700639. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding for 
homecare packages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16694/20]

21/07/2020WRGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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21/07/2020WRGG02900Vaccination Programme

21/07/2020WRGG03000640. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans for the elimination of HPV-
related cancers within a generation while acknowledging that there is a national recommenda-
tion for HPV vaccination of women treated for CIN2+ lesions to reduce the risk of recurrent 
disease but no public funding currently exists for this high-risk cohort and in view of the fact 
that the introduction of such a scheme would achieve the Programme for Government dual aims 
to support the CervicalCheck screening programme and promote the uptake of the HPV vac-
cine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16700/20]

21/07/2020WRGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government’s goal is to bring about 
the eradication of HPV-related cancers in Ireland.  A well organised screening programme, 
when combined with HPV vaccination for boys and girls, will help to achieve that goal. The 
Programme for Government commits to supporting the CervicalCheck Screening Programme 
and promoting the uptake of the HPV vaccine.

In 2009, the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) recommended HPV (hu-
man papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 13 year old girls to reduce their risk of develop-
ing cervical cancer when they are adults. In September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme 
was introduced for all girls in the first year of secondary school. The NIAC recommended 
that the HPV vaccine should also be given to boys. On foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my 
Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health 
technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness of extending the 
current immunisation programme to include boys in the first year of secondary school. HIQA 
completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation programme 
be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV immunisation 
programme to include boys. This started in September 2019 with the introduction of a 9-valent 
HPV vaccine.  

In relation to cancer screening, CervicalCheck made the technical transition to HPV cervi-
cal screening on 30 March. This means that any test taken after this date is an HPV cervical 
screening test with follow-up cytology if required. The move to HPV Cervical Screening means 
that Ireland joins a small group of nations that employs the best-in-class testing to screen their 
populations for cervical cancer.  Other countries include Australia, England, the Netherlands 
and Wales. This improved testing methodology, along with the continued roll-out of HPV vac-
cinations, means that Ireland can look forward to a significant reduction in the incidence of 
cervical cancer cases over the next 10-20 years.

21/07/2020WRGG03200Medicinal Products

21/07/2020WRGG03300641. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the governance re-
view of the drugs approval and procurement process which was included in the Sláintecare 
Action Plan 2019; his plans to publish the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16701/20]

21/07/2020WRGG03400755. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
HSE reimbursement and pricing decision-making process carried out by a company (details 
supplied); the findings and recommendations of the review; if the review will be made publicly 
available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17341/20]

21/07/2020WRGG03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 641 
and 755 together.
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In 2019, following a tender by the Office of Government Procurement, Mazars conducted a 
review of the governance structures around the HSE’s drug reimbursement process. The report 
was submitted to my Department in January 2020.

The review made recommendations in respect of the HSE’s systems, structures, processes, 
governance arrangements and use of specialist resources in respect of the drug reimbursement 
process.

The report was under consideration by officials earlier this year, however the focus of the 
Department of Health changed to the immediate public health considerations of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the preservation of life. This meant that this work stream was temporarily sus-
pended to reallocate resources to support essential services.

My Department aims to complete its consideration of the report’s recommendations in the 
near future. 

21/07/2020WRGG03600Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRGG03700642. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an operation date will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied) [16703/20]

21/07/2020WRGG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 
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21/07/2020WRGG03900HSE Properties

21/07/2020WRGG04000643. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the relocation of a 
building (details supplied); the plans of the HSE on same; the reason and location for same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16707/20]

21/07/2020WRGG04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the management of the public healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

21/07/2020WRGG04200Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRGG04300644. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for persons re-
turning from abroad and visitors from abroad to go into quarantine for a two-week period to 
reduce the spread of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16709/20]

21/07/2020WRGG04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At present, the government advises 
against non-essential travel overseas.

Passengers arriving to Ireland from overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 
Passenger Locator Form. The information provided on the form may be used to assist with 
contact tracing in the event that there is a suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health to restrict their 
movements for 14 days. 

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen existing 
arrangements. 

21/07/2020WRGG04500Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRGG04600645. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop a new 
policy to take account of the Covid-19 experience in long stay residential settings; if a consul-
tative process is planned with key stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16711/20]

21/07/2020WRGG04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): On foot of a 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) recommendation, on 23 May a COVID-19 
Expert Panel on Nursing Homes was established, to examine the complex issues surrounding 
the management of COVID-19 among this particularly vulnerable cohort.  

The purpose of the Panel is to examine the national and international responses to the CO-
VID-19 crisis, and to examine the emerging best practice. Its main objective is to provide im-
mediate real-time learnings and recommendations in light of the expected ongoing impact of 
COVID-19 over the next 12-18 months.  COVID-19 is a new disease, which can present atypi-
cally in the frail elderly, and new evidence and best practice in its management are constantly 
emerging.  In June, the Expert Panel undertook rapid consultative processes to engage with a 
range of key stakeholders through various means. 

I expect the Expert Panel to submit their final report to me later this month - the content and 
any recommendations will be considered in detail. 
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21/07/2020WRGG04800Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRGG04900646. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital bed 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16712/20]

21/07/2020WRGG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRGG05100Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRGG05200647. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the waiting list status of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16728/20]

21/07/2020WRGG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are cur-
rently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting lists, in 
order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 

21/07/2020WRGG05400Abortion Services Provision

21/07/2020WRGG05500648. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the revised model of care for the 
termination of pregnancy which currently permits the use of telemedicine will be maintained 
beyond the period of the Covid-19 emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16731/20]
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21/07/2020WRGG05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of the Government’s ongoing 
efforts to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19, the Department of Health and 
the HSE worked together to put new arrangements in place to temporarily allow termination of 
pregnancy services in early pregnancy to be provided remotely.

For the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency, where the need for social dis-
tancing, reducing personal contacts and reducing the burden on medical practitioners are para-
mount, it will be possible for a woman to access a termination under section 12 of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (i.e. before 12 weeks) from her medical 
practitioner by telephone or video conference consultation. 

The arrangement enabling remote consultation will be reviewed once the public health 
emergency is declared over.

21/07/2020WRGG05700Mental Health Services

21/07/2020WRGG05800649. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the Derg Centre in Nenagh, 
County Tipperary will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16742/20]

21/07/2020WRGG05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRGG06000Maternity Services

21/07/2020WRGG06100650. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop guide-
lines (details supplied) which have been identified as best practice in the UK to be rolled out 
here instead of each hospital clinical governance board self-selecting which guidelines it uses 
for multiple births; if he has consulted with UK counterparts on these guidelines; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16743/20]

21/07/2020WRGG06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to you directly.

21/07/2020WRHH00200Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRHH00300651. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided in 
relation to correspondence regarding face masks and summer camps (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16749/20]

21/07/2020WRHH00400714. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the guidelines regarding the use 
of face shields for children participating in group activities such as music, dance and perform-
ing arts camps in which social distancing may be difficult to adhere to; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [17065/20]

21/07/2020WRHH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 651 
and 714 together.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and has provided advice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis.
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NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance 

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments. 

Cloth face coverings are not recommended for children under the age of 13. This is because 
young children may not follow advice about wearing a mask correctly and avoiding touching it.

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and to wash hands before putting them on and taking them off. 

From 29 June 2020, as part of Phase 3 of the Roadmap to Reopening Society and Business, 
a wide range of businesses and services can now open or recommence including summer camps 
and dance schools. See https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/77452/39d51b02-
5633-4e2f-a070-4551a3521081.pdf# for further information. Organisers of any such activities 
are advised to consult the latest public health advice, available on the websites below, which 
are updated on a regular basis:

- https://www.gov.ie/en/ 

- https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/ 

Public health advice regarding children is available at https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coro-
navirus/protecting-your-child.html 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has developed Guidance for Youth Organi-
sations on Resuming Full Services after COVID-19 which is available at the following link:  
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/58393-guidance-for-youth-organisations-on-resuming-full-
services-after-covid-19/

You may also wish to note that during Phase 3 indoor gatherings of up to 50 people and 
outdoor gatherings of up to 200 people when conducted in line with public health advice are 
permissible. 

The Return to Work Safely Protocol, published by the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation, may apply in circumstances involving summer camps.  It provides detailed guid-
ance which was developed to assist employers and employees in the coming period. The pro-
tocol is available at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Return-to-Work-Safely-Protocol.html. 
The Protocol is mandatory and it applies to all workplaces right across the economy.  Specific 
sectors may need to introduce additional safeguards, but this document sets the standard set of 
measures required in every workplace.
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As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can assure 
you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the 
NPHET has also been proactively examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the 
issue of face coverings. The EAG has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority 
to prepare a revised and updated evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed 
that this paper is expected to be finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

- https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings

-   https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

21/07/2020WRHH00600Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRHH00700652. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16754/20]

21/07/2020WRHH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are cur-
rently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting lists, in 
order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 
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21/07/2020WRHH00900Health Services

21/07/2020WRHH01000653. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when a service (details supplied) 
will be introduced to County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16772/20]

21/07/2020WRHH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to service mat-
ters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply.

21/07/2020WRHH01200Hospital Services

21/07/2020WRHH01300654. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health when radiology services will 
be opened in hospitals for non-Covid-19 patients especially those who may have cancer-related 
health issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16773/20]

21/07/2020WRHH01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter, I have 
referred it to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy

21/07/2020WRHH01500Health Services Funding

21/07/2020WRHH01600655. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health when funding will be made 
available to provide staff to operate the state-of-the art x-ray equipment in a Saolta health 
campus (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16774/20]

21/07/2020WRHH01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to service mat-
ters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply.

21/07/2020WRHH01800Medicinal Products

21/07/2020WRHH01900656. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the criteria used to determine 
whether a patient is to receive B12 injections for a B12 deficiency; and if the guidance given to 
general practitioners is in accordance with the Nice guidelines [16775/20]

21/07/2020WRHH02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a services 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRHH02100Nursing Homes Support Scheme

21/07/2020WRHH02200657. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the outcome of a fair deal 
means test application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed to determine if further 
financial assistance can be provided [16797/20]

21/07/2020WRHH02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.
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21/07/2020WRHH02400Departmental Contracts

21/07/2020WRHH02500658. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the value of contracts 
awarded to a company (details supplied) and its subsidiaries by his Department and each body 
and local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16844/20]

21/07/2020WRHH02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department did not award any con-
tracts to the specified company or its subsidiaries between 1 January 2016 and 14 July 2020.

In relation to contracts awarded by the HSE, as this is an operational matter, I have for-
warded your query to the HSE and asked that they respond directly to you on this.

Details for other bodies under the aegis of my Department are operational matters for the 
bodies concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar directly.

21/07/2020WRHH02700Hospital Staff

21/07/2020WRHH02800659. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the number of extra hospital 
consultants who will be employed in 2020 [16855/20]

21/07/2020WRHH02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to reply directly 
to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRHH03000Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRHH03100660. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the construc-
tion of the 60-bed interim unit at University Hospital Limerick; when works will commence; 
the expected cost of the project; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16877/20]

21/07/2020WRHH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery and management of healthcare infrastructure.  

At present the draft Capital Plan 2020 is being reviewed and revised to take account of the 
impact of Covid-19 and includes a number of developments at Limerick University Hospital.  
The HSE has advised that the 60-Bed Ward Block (additional capacity) is expected to be com-
pleted for Q4 2020. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

21/07/2020WRHH03300Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRHH03400661. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the construc-
tion of the 24-bed interim unit at University Hospital Limerick; when works will commence; 
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the expected cost of the project; the expected completion date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16878/20]

21/07/2020WRHH03500664. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the 24-bed in-
terim unit at University Hospital Limerick; when these units will be operational; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16881/20]

21/07/2020WRHH03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 661 
and 664 together.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery and management of healthcare 
infrastructure.  

The HSE has advised that the 24-Bed Rapid Build Ward was issued with a substantial com-
pletion certificate on the 3rd July, it is currently being equipped and will be ready to become 
operational by the end of July.  The cost of the project is expected to be €12.5m

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

21/07/2020WRHH03700Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRHH03800662. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the construc-
tion of the 96-bed inpatient facility at University Hospital Limerick; when works will com-
mence; the expected cost of the project; the expected completion date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16879/20]

21/07/2020WRHH03900665. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the 96-bed 
inpatient facility at University Hospital Limerick; when these units will be operational; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16882/20]

21/07/2020WRHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 662 
and 665 together.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery and management of healthcare 
infrastructure.  

At present the draft Capital Plan 2020 is being reviewed and revised to take account of the 
impact of Covid-19 and includes a number of developments at Limerick University Hospital.  
The HSE has advised that the 96-Bed Replacement Ward Block is currently at Design Stage. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The final decision to proceed with the construction of a project cannot be made until the 
tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed to ensure that the proposal deliv-
ers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
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project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery. 

21/07/2020WRHH04100Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRHH04200663. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the 60-bed in-
terim unit at University Hospital Limerick; when these units will be operational; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16880/20]

21/07/2020WRHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government, Our 
Shared Future, commits to continuing investment in our health care services in line with the 
recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review and the commitments in Project Ire-
land 2040. 

The Capacity Review found that the net requirement, in a reform scenario, is for an ad-
ditional 2,590 hospital beds by 2031 (inpatient, day case, critical care) with an immediate re-
quirement for 1,290 beds to address overcrowding and to ensure hospitals operated at 85% 
occupancy in line with other OECD countries. Approximately 770 additional beds have been 
provided to date. The National Development Plan provides for the addition of the full 2,590 
beds by the earlier date of 2027.

Since December 2017, an additional 25 beds have opened in University Hospital Limerick. 
A capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a modular 60-bed 
inpatient ward block at University Hospital Limerick, with funding of €10 million allocated in 
2019. The HSE have advised that the enabling works are complete, and the main contractor is 
now on site. The 60 bed modular unit is on course to be completed as planned in Q4 2020. This 
important project will go some way towards addressing the acknowledged lack of bed capacity 
in the region. 

  Question No. 664 answered with Question No. 661.

  Question No. 665 answered with Question No. 662.

21/07/2020WRHH04600Hospital Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRHH04700666. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been waiting for a hip replacement with a consultant at Croom Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16891/20]

21/07/2020WRHH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
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Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 

21/07/2020WRHH04900Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRHH05000667. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when a planning application will 
be lodged for the new emergency department at University Hospital Galway; the reason this 
urgently needed project is being delayed; the queries National HSE Estates have now in rela-
tion to the new emergency department and the proposed maternity and paediatrics department; 
when a planning application will be lodged for a new outpatients facility at Merlin Park to cater 
for lost facilities on the footprint of the planned emergency department; and when a planning 
application will be lodged to allow the decanting of emergency department facilities to the front 
of the existing facility in order for the new emergency department to be built. [16893/20]

21/07/2020WRHH05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Estates unit in the Health Service 
Executive has been tasked with the delivery of additional capacity (infrastructure and equip-
ment) nationwide in the effort for the containment and prevention of the spread of the coronavi-
rus - Covid-19.  This has resulted in delays to some works and schedules. As the Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have 
asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

21/07/2020WRHH05200Hospital Funding

21/07/2020WRHH05300668. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the budget allocated 
by hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form. [16898/20]

21/07/2020WRHH05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

21/07/2020WRHH05500Hospital Data

21/07/2020WRHH05600669. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the number of inpa-
tients cared for by hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular 
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form. [16899/20]

21/07/2020WRHH05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making.

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. 

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In regard to the specific query raised by the Deputy regarding the number of inpatients cared 
for by hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020, as this is a service matter, 
I have asked the HSE to investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 

21/07/2020WRHH05800Hospital Staff

21/07/2020WRHH05900670. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses 
employed by hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. 
[16900/20]

21/07/2020WRHH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRJJ00200Hospital Staff
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21/07/2020WRJJ00300671. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the number of hospi-
tal consultants employed by hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in 
tabular form. [16901/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRJJ00500Medical Aids and Appliances

21/07/2020WRJJ00600672. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the status of patients affected 
by pelvic mesh medical deficiencies in view of the UK Independent Medicines and Medical 
Devices Safety review published in July 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16905/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ00700674. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the recommendations from 
the UK inquiry into the use of pelvic mesh have been examined; his plans to implement the 
recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16908/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ00800711. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if he will establish a re-
view team to hear the testimonies of patients impacted by complications arising from surgeries 
involving a mesh implant; if his Department has determined whether these procedures should 
remain on pause; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17034/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 672, 
674 and 711 together.

I note the recent publication in England of the report of the Independent Medicines and 
Medical Devices Safety (IMMDS) review, “First Do No Harm” which was chaired by Baroness 
Cumberlege.  

International evidence and learning play an important role in health policy considerations to 
promote safe, high quality care for patients. This report may add to that evidence and learning.

Over the past two decades, Uro-Gynaecological (Transvaginal) Mesh has been widely used 
in the surgical treatment of Stress Urinary Incontinence (SUI) and Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP) 
in women.  Mesh devices are certified as compliant with relevant EU legislation, and as such, 
European regulatory competent authorities consider that the benefits outweigh the risks for 
these devices.

In Ireland, considerable work has been done to date and continues to progress on patient 
safety in relation to mesh implants; and the patient voice is central to our understanding of 
these, and similar, issues. As part of the ongoing policy response, my department officials are 
examining options to establish a process for an independent, compassionate engagement for 
women affected by mesh to have their voices heard; and will make proposals to me in this 
regard.  Any engagement process will need to take account of the wider context relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Concerns were raised in Ireland regarding complications associated with the use of mesh 
devices in late 2017, including a number of Ministerial representations from the women af-
fected or on their behalf.  At that time, the Minister for Health requested the Chief Medical Of-
ficer (CMO) to prepare a report on the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and
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2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This CMO Report was published in November 2018. 

Importantly, the CMO report was informed by the available national and international evi-
dence and the personal experiences of women who have suffered complications following mesh 
surgery. 

Since July 2018, the HSE has paused all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so. 
This was at the request of the CMO and undertaken in advance of completion of the final CMO 
report. The pause was instigated pending confirmation by the HSE of the implementation of 
initial recommendations relating to (i) professional training requirements, (ii) patient informa-
tion and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national data set for all mesh 
procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals.  

The CMO report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic mesh 
devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than traditional 
procedures.  However, mesh devices are associated with significant and severe complications 
in a minority of women, which are of concern given the difficulties of mesh implant removal.

The CMO report made a number of recommendations, the implementation of which will 
provide significant assurance that both women presenting for treatment and who develop mesh-
related complications, receive high quality, multi-disciplinary patient centred care in accor-
dance with the evidence and supported by robust clinical governance mechanisms.

The HSE published a detailed Implementation Plan for the recommendations in the report in 
April 2019. The HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme (NWIHP) is progressing 
treatment pathways and referral services for women suffering from mesh-related complications. 

A multidisciplinary National Specialist Centre is being developed over 2 sites at Cork Uni-
versity Maternity Hospital (CUMH) and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) Dublin.  In 
addition, two translabial scanners, were procured by the HSE in late 2019, and are now onsite 
in both hospitals.  However, the first scanning clinic, which was due to take place last March 
had to be postponed, due to the pandemic.  

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website. 

I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage with the relevant HSE 
contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and provided for.  

21/07/2020WRJJ01000Medicinal Products

21/07/2020WRJJ01100673. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with an organi-
sation (details supplied) regarding the use of sodium valproate in pregnancy; his plans to hold 
an inquiry into the use of the drug; the actions he is taking to support families affected by foetal 
valproate syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16907/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 8 July, the Independent Medicines 
and Medical Devices Safety Review in the UK published its report into sodium valproate and 
two other medical interventions. I have asked officials in my Department, as well as in the HSE 
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and the Health Products Regulatory Authority, to consider the findings of this report and pro-
vide me with comprehensive briefing before I consider the next steps in addressing the issue 
of sodium valproate use in Ireland. This will include consideration of requests to meet patient 
organisations and other stakeholders.

  Question No. 674 answered with Question No. 672.

21/07/2020WRJJ01400Vaccination Programme

21/07/2020WRJJ01500675. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate universal 
administering of the BCG vaccine; and if he has received recommendations from the HSE on 
the matter. [16909/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The BCG vaccine is given to protect ba-
bies against tuberculosis (TB). It is important to note that the number of cases of TB in Ireland 
is low. A total of ten cases were reported in the 0-14 age group in 2019.

As of 2015, most European countries did not give the BCG vaccine routinely to all babies 
(Dierig et al, Vaccine, 2015).

In April 2015, due to a lack of vaccine from the sole EU supplier, the BCG vaccine became 
unavailable in Ireland. In 2015, the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) rec-
ommended that the BCG vaccine does not need to be given to all children in Ireland. The Heath 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) published a Health Technology Assessment of BCG 
vaccine in Ireland in December 2015. This also concluded that BCG vaccination does not need 
to be given to all children in Ireland.

The HSE were requested, in 2019, to undertake an updated review of the epidemiology of 
TB in Ireland, considering the public health impact of having no BCG vaccination since April 
2015. The intention is that this review will be used to inform an updated recommendation to my 
Department regarding the future provision of BCG vaccination in Ireland. Once the recommen-
dation to my Department is received and considered, my Department will issue an instruction 
to the HSE on the future provision of BCG vaccination in Ireland.

21/07/2020WRJJ01700Medical Research and Training

21/07/2020WRJJ01800676. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his consultation with the HSE 
has considered the introduction of bursaries to support graduate entry medicine students which 
could require a contribution of clinical years upon completion of studies similar to the bursaries 
available from the NHS in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16911/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In my time as Minister for Health I have 
not had any consultation with HSE regarding the introduction of bursaries to support graduate 
entry medicine students.  

In the past representations have been made to my Department that were forwarded to the 
Minister for Finance with a positive recommendation, seeking tax relief on the costs/college 
fees incurred by graduate entry medical students. The level of costs incurred by graduate entry 
students has also been highlighted in consultations with the NCHDs who have qualified through 
this route. Unfortunately the Minister for Finance was not in a position at the time to accede 
to the proposal. Given the manner in which NCHDs undertake their training and often further 
training abroad post qualification, the proposal that bursaries would be given in return for future 
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clinical years would be challenging to implement.

In Ireland, the development of a National Strategic Framework for Health and Social Care 
Workforce Planning in 2017 marked an important milestone in developing a more robust and 
systematic workforce planning approach. A range of policies and programmes are being imple-
mented to support the recruitment, retention and development of key parts of the health work-
force, including for example the Strategic Review of Medical Training and Career Structures 
(MacCraith Report) and the draft Policy on Graduate, Specialist and Advanced Nursing and 
Midwifery Practice.

The HSE People Strategy 2015–2018 has also delivered a comprehensive suite of initiatives 
designed to engage, develop and support the workforce to deliver the best possible care and 
services to people who depend on them. 

The new Programme for Government Our Shared Future   commits to establishing a Work-
force Planning Expert Unit to work with the education sectors, regulators, and professional 
bodies to improve the availability of health professionals and reform their training to support 
integrated care across the entire health service. This unit is currently being established within 
my Department and issues pertaining to graduate entry medical students will be considered as 
part of this cross departmental collaborative process.

21/07/2020WRJJ02000Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRJJ02100677. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if copies of the NPHET docu-
ment entitled Risk Register for each month since March 2020 will be made available. [16912/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy may wish to note that a 
wide range of documentation related to the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) 
has been published to date and it is intended to continue this process to ensure transparency. 
Letters, agendas, and minutes arising from the NPHET and its subgroups are available on the 
Department of Health website. The papers that were discussed at the NPHET meetings from 
30 January 2020 to 25 February 2020 inclusive are also now available to view on the DOH 
website at https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-
covid-19-coronavirus/.  

Work is continuing to enable the publication of the papers from further NPHET meetings 
on the website as quickly as possible, with additional papers to be published regularly going 
forward. I have asked for the publication of the documentation mentioned by the Deputy to be 
expedited and that it be supplied to her when it is released.

21/07/2020WRJJ02300Convalescent Centres

21/07/2020WRJJ02400678. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the appointment of a provisional liquidator to a convalescent centre (details supplied); 
if the staff whilst not public servants whose salaries have been funded by the HSE will be re-
deployed; and the way in which he plans to replace the lost convalescent and respite care beds 
within the health system following the closure of the centre. [16922/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health Ser-
vice Executive has been engaged with the Agency referred to by the Deputy for some time in 
terms of the potential replacement of its core business, which has reduced following the onset of 
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COVID-19.  However, the HSE were unexpectedly advised of the Board’s intention to seek to 
liquidate the company.  The HSE has advised the Department that it is acutely conscious of the 
value of the Centre and is planning to engage imminently with the Liquidator towards exploring 
opportunities for the potential continued use of the facility and its staff team to support public 
care needs across the South Dublin area.

21/07/2020WRJJ02600Alcohol Treatment Services

21/07/2020WRJJ02700679. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a significant reduction in the number of meetings of a group (details supplied) during 
the Covid-19 pandemic due to Covid-19 restrictions; the measures and supports in place for 
recovering alcoholics at this time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16926/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Covid-19 
pandemic has created a time of uncertainty and anxiety for everyone and particularly for those 
who are affected by drug and alcohol addiction. The restructuring of services, social distancing 
measures and requirement for self-isolation can be particularly difficult for those who are trying 
to remain drug and alcohol free or are in recovery.  

Officials in the Department of Health have been working with Drug and Alcohol Task Forc-
es and the HSE Social Inclusion Services to ensure that services and supports continue to be 
provided for those with problem drug and alcohol use, in line with public health advice. Details 
of services operating during the coronavirus outbreak can be found at ‘drugs.ie’. 

The HSE has advised that some support groups may be available online including those 
relating to alcohol addiction. In addition, the HSE Drug and Alcohol Helpline, 1800 459 459 is 
available from Monday to Friday 9.30 at am  to 5.30 pm.   

The Department and the HSE are aware of the challenges facing people with alcohol-related 
problems during Covid-19. They have disseminated a poster with advice on reducing harm for 
people dependent on alcohol or in treatment. It contains key messages on reducing the harms 
associated with alcohol and accessing advice and supports for recovery.

People with alcohol-related problems may also face mental health issues. Mental health 
services have responded by providing group and family meetings via video links. Drugs.ie 
contains information about dual diagnosis and advice for looking after your mental health dur-
ing the COVID-19 outbreak. There is also a drug recovery page on advice for people who are 
attempting to remain abstinent and with links to relevant support services. 

Work is underway to prepare for the restoration of drug and alcohol services in a planned 
and appropriate manner in line with public health recommendations. This includes guidance on 
one-to-one and group supports. 

I am very much aware of the difficulties for people with drug and alcohol dependency at this 
time. I would advise people to keep in touch with addiction services and support groups to find 
out the services that are currently available.

21/07/2020WRJJ02900Drugs Payment Scheme

21/07/2020WRJJ03000680. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is no longer provided access the drug subutex in tablet form on the hardship scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16928/20]
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21/07/2020WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRJJ03200HSE Expenditure

21/07/2020WRJJ03300681. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the amount a company (details 
supplied) has been paid by the HSE in University Hospital Galway over the past five years by 
the payment showing wage costs, management fee and the fee paid by the HSE to the company 
per patient per meal per day in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16929/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a operational matter, I have 
referred it to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 682 answered with Question No. 616.

21/07/2020WRJJ03600Care of the Elderly

21/07/2020WRJJ03700683. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the status of the refurbishment of 
Monasterevin day care centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16950/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRJJ03900Nursing Home Accommodation

21/07/2020WRJJ04000684. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clear guidelines 
to nursing homes in relation to family visits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16951/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In line with the 
Government’s Roadmap for the re-opening of Society and Business, the National Public Health 
Emergency Team has agreed that a phased approach to the recommencement of visiting to long 
term residential centres would be appropriate at this time. The advice is that a co-ordinated and 
standard national approach to the recommencement of visiting is taken.

In light of the above , and on the basis that the COVID-19 disease status in the country 
remains in its current stable condition, the NPHET recommended that from 15th of June, the 
phased resumption of indoor visiting of residents in residential care facilities may commence 
in accordance with guidance issued by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC). The 
guidance which is published and available on the HSPC’s website advises that indoor visiting 
in residential care facilities where there is no ongoing COVID-19 outbreak will be permissible 
from 15th of June in circumstances where certain criteria are followed. During an ongoing out-
break of COVID-19 within a residential care facility, the guidance advises that all but essential 
visiting is suspended in the interests of protecting residents, visitors and staff.

I am aware of how difficult the restrictions on visiting have been for both nursing home 
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residents and their families. Therefore, this phased approach is much welcomed as it will both 
facilitate visits to loved ones across the country, whilst also keeping some of our most vulner-
able members of society protected during this challenging time.

21/07/2020WRJJ04200Home Care Packages

21/07/2020WRJJ04300685. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for homecare support; his plans to deal with same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16954/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRJJ04500General Practitioner Services

21/07/2020WRJJ04600686. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will review the need for 
an extra full-time general practitioner service for Monasterevin, County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16958/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRJJ04800Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRJJ04900687. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if each capital project already 
committed to is under review due to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16961/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive has de-
veloped a draft Capital Plan for 2020 having regard to the available funding, the number of 
large national capital projects currently underway, and the cashflow requirements and priorities 
attaching to each project. All projects are considered as part of this process.  

At present the draft Capital Plan 2020 is being reviewed and revised to take account of the 
impact of Covid-19 which resulted in delays on many projects and the funding of an emergency 
Covid-19 programme of works. Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2020, it will 
then be submitted to me for consideration. 

21/07/2020WRJJ05100Hospital Facilities

21/07/2020WRJJ05200688. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the delivery of a second 
cath lab at University Hospital Waterford as previously committed to will proceed and is not a 
project currently under review in the context of revising the capital plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16962/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Funding has been allocated in the Capi-
tal Plan for the provision of 2nd Cath Lab at University Hospital Waterford. Planning Permis-
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sion is in place for this project and applications for fire and disability certification are currently 
in progress. It is anticipated the project will go to tender in late August / early September – 
subject to approval. As required by OGP, tender is a 2 stage process for Main and Specialist 
contractors. This process will take approximately 4 months.

At present the draft Capital Plan 2020 is being reviewed and revised to take account of the 
impact of Covid-19 which resulted in delays on many projects and the funding of an emergency 
Covid-19 programme of works. Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2020, it will 
then be submitted to me for consideration.  

Ministerial Meetings

21/07/2020WRJJ05350689. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the organisations and repre-
sentative groups he has met since he became Minister; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16963/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ05375Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly)(Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since my 
appointment as Minister for Health on 27 June, I have met with groups that are external from 
my Department and its agencies, including Nursing Homes Ireland; the Services, Industrial, 
Professional and Technical Union (SIPTU); the Irish Nurses & Midwives Association (INMO); 
the Psychiatric Nurses Association (PNA); the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Con-
sumer Affairs Council of the EU (EPSCO); and officials from the World Health Organisation.

21/07/2020WRJJ05400Pharmacy Services

21/07/2020WRJJ05500690. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when he will commence talks 
with pharmacists on a new contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16964/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ05600766. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when negotiations on a new 
contract for pharmacists will commence; when the last meeting between his Department and 
pharmacists took place; when the next meeting between his Department and pharmacists will 
take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17389/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 690 
and 766 together.

Community pharmacy is recognised as the most accessible element of our health service 
with an unequalled reach in terms of patient contact and access.  Therefore community phar-
macists play a vital role in the Irish Health Service in the delivery of holistic patient care. I also 
fully acknowledge that community pharmacy has played a pivotal role in responding to the 
health needs of the public during the COVID-19 crisis. It is recognised that community pharma-
cists have ensured the continued availability of a professional, accessible service for the public 
and have successfully managed to alleviate the worries and concerns of the population around 
continuity of medicine supply in the face of great uncertainty.

This has been a period of unprecedented difficulty for the country and pharmacists have 
been at the forefront of the response. Accordingly, commitment has been given to commence 
a strategic review of the role of community pharmacists and to engage with the Irish Pharma-
ceutical Union to develop revised contractual terms. On 5 December 2019, my predecessor met 
with the Irish Pharmacy Union and communicated this intention. 

The existing GMS pharmacy contract dates from 1996 and it is accepted that it is substan-
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tially outdated. It has not kept pace with developments that have taken place over the course 
of recent years including the increasing emphasis on maximising the proportion of people’s 
healthcare needs met in primary care, interdisciplinary collaboration and the skillset that phar-
macists have by virtue of their education and training. 

The comprehensive review of the pharmacy contract will address the role to be played by 
community pharmacy in the context of Sláintecare. It will consider all aspects of pharmacy 
service provision including delivery of a multi-disciplinary model of service delivery for pa-
tients, ensuring clarity of roles and achieving optimum value for money. However, any publicly 
funded pharmacy service expansion should address unmet public healthcare needs, improve 
access to existing public health services or provide better value for money or patient outcomes. 

There has continued to be regular engagement with the IPU throughout the past number 
of months and a significant number of contingency measures have been put in place under the 
Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) Amendment Regulations, 2020, in-
tended to relieve the pressures on community pharmacies and General Practitioners during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

21/07/2020WRJJ05800Ophthalmology Services

21/07/2020WRJJ05900691. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the Na-
tional Eye Care Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16965/20]

21/07/2020WRJJ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In 2017, the HSE published the Pri-
mary Care Eye Services Review Group Report which sets out the way forward for a significant 
amount of eye services to be delivered in a Primary Care setting, on a phased basis.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply.

21/07/2020WRKK00200Ophthalmology Services

21/07/2020WRKK00300692. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to support the expan-
sion of community ophthalmology; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16966/20]

21/07/2020WRKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRKK00500National Children’s Hospital

21/07/2020WRKK00600693. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has met the National Pae-
diatric Hospital Development Board or representatives of the Board since he became Minister; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16967/20]

21/07/2020WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I met with the Chair of the NPHDB 
and its Chief Officer on 10 July 2020 to discuss the new Children’s hospital project. During the 
meeting I emphasised the importance of the hospital and the need to complete it.  I understand 
that the contractor issued a statement, also on 10 July, stating that it intended to resume work 
with effect from Monday 13 July.  I am advised that the contractor has returned to site.



Questions - Written Answers

342

21/07/2020WRKK00800Palliative Care Services

21/07/2020WRKK00900694. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve palliative 
care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16968/20]

21/07/2020WRKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s national policy on palliative 
care for patients and families is contained in the 2001 Report of the National Advisory Commit-
tee on Palliative Care. The policy was developed at a time when specialist palliative care was 
at a relatively early stage of development in Ireland and emphasises the structures and staffing 
required for specialist palliative care services in hospices, acute hospitals and the community.  
Notwithstanding its longevity, our national policy on palliative care continues to be highly re-
garded internationally.  The 2015 Quality of Death Index report by the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, which measures the current environment for end-of- life care services across 40 countries, 
ranked Ireland fourth in the world.

Demand for adult palliative care has greatly increased since 2001. Around 30,000 people in 
Ireland die each year.  CSO mortality projections suggest there will be about 38,000 deaths in 
Ireland in 2031, rising to 54,000 per year by 2050.  Due to our aging population and as more 
people with life-limiting illnesses live longer,  our country faces the challenge of ensuring high 
quality palliative care is available to increasing numbers of people with life-limiting conditions, 
in all settings.  Against this background, the Programme for Government commits to publish a 
new Palliative Care Policy for Adults by mid-2021 to update the 2001 policy. 

In line with the Programme for Government,  it is intended to open new hospices in Mayo, 
Waterford and Wicklow this year and expand an existing service in Kildare, which will see 
an additional 55 new beds coming on stream.  In the coming years, the Government is com-
mitted to progressing the development of a further three hospices, in the midlands, Cavan and 
Drogheda.  When these developments are in place, there will be a hospice serving every region 
in the country.

Ensuring children with life-limiting conditions can access palliative care services to help 
them have a good quality of life is very important to me as Minister for Health.  In this regard, I 
welcome the commitment in the Programme for Government to increase resources for the Chil-
dren’s Palliative Care Programme. This will be supported by consultants with a special interest 
in children’s palliative care and children’s outreach nurses to coordinate care for children with 
life-limiting conditions and their families.

21/07/2020WRKK01100Health Services Staff

21/07/2020WRKK01200695. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase staffing 
in healthcare settings over the lifetime of the Government; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16969/20]

21/07/2020WRKK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government com-
mits to finalising the Sláintecare Contract and increasing the number of ‘public-only’ consul-
tants in our hospitals. The number of consultants has increased consistently in recent years and 
the Government is committed to continuing to increase consultant capacity.

As part of Budget 2020, in line with the continued rollout of the Sláintecare Implementation 
Plan, funding of €10 million in 2020 and €60 million in 2021 is being invested in the enhance-
ment of Community Services. The additional full year funding will provide for up to 1,000 
therapists, nurses, other health professionals in the community and the recruitment of dementia 
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advisers. 

This involves working towards the appointment of up to 1,000 additional staff across a 
range of disciplines and deploying these in teams that will focus in the first instance on manag-
ing older people with complex needs/chronic conditions and shifting care away from the acute 
hospitals.  

The Department of Health issued a request to the HSE to provide a business case for the 
Enhanced Community Care Fund in late 2019 for the recruitment of the additional 1,000 staff, 
the services to which they would be assigned and the outcomes they will deliver.

An extensive document was submitted by the HSE shortly before the outbreak of COVID-19 
in Ireland, setting out a model for a reformed approach to primary and community care.  By 
agreement with HSE and Department of Health colleagues, the detailed response was issued in 
June 2020 to allow all focus to be appropriately placed on the COVID-19 pandemic emergency 
response. As we move towards service recovery, it is intended to finalise the Enhanced Com-
munity Care business case to ensure that recruitment of staff can be in place before year-end.

The programme for Government also commits to continue to implement the nursing agree-
ment which includes measures to support recruitment and retention of nurses, including the 
Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix. The Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and 
Skill Mix in General and Specialist Medical and Surgical Care Settings in Adult Hospitals in 
Ireland is an evidence-based methodology to determine the nurse staffing and skill mix range 
required in our hospitals. 

The Framework was developed in the Department of Health and piloted in three sites before 
it was formally launched by my colleague Minister Harris in April 2018. Results from the pilot 
were positive for both patients and staff, showing evidence of improvements in the quality of 
care and patient outcomes, and a reduction in length of stay. The Framework also stabilised the 
workforce, improving staff moral and leading to a reduction in agency spend.

The national rollout of the Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix in General 
and Specialist Medical and Surgical Care Settings is now the responsibility of the HSE and a 
National Implementation structure has been agreed. Full national rollout has commenced and is 
starting in the model 4 hospitals.

For the most recent update we refer the deputy to HSE as they are responsible for the rollout 
of Phase 1.  In relation to Phase 2 (emergency care setting), the pilot testing is ongoing with the 
first report due by the end of July. Once approved and published national roll out of this phase 
will begin, stabilising the workforce further. Phase 3 (non-acute care setting) is still in the early 
stages of development with the evidence review in progress. 

Since the health service began managing the current pandemic several recruitment initia-
tives have taken place to maximise and support the workforce.  However, it remains difficult to 
quantify the public health sector workforce requirements post Covid-19 while the impacts of 
the crisis on both staffing levels and resources are ongoing. 

Although GPs are private contractors and not employed by the HSE, I am also concerned 
to ensure that the number of GPs will increase, and several efforts have been undertaken to this 
end. The yearly number of GPs entering training has increased steadily, rising from 120 in 2009 
to 208 this year. The target for next year is 230 places. In addition, the 2019 GP Agreement for 
service modernisation and contractual reform will see the Government increase investment in 
general practice by approximately 40% (or €210 million) by 2023, increasing fees for partici-
pating GPs and improving maternity and paternity leave arrangements, making general practice 
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more sustainable and a more attractive career option for doctors.

21/07/2020WRKK01400Rare Diseases Strategy

21/07/2020WRKK01500696. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when he will publish an up-
dated National Rare Disease Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16970/20]

21/07/2020WRKK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A National Rare Disease Plan for Ire-
land (2014 – 2018) was launched by the Minister for Health in July 2014. This is a generic 
policy framework for rare diseases. The scope of the plan is broad given that there are approxi-
mately 8,000 rare diseases affecting millions of EU citizens; and consequently, there can be a 
dearth of expertise and knowledge about some rare diseases, simply because they are so rare. 

Many of the major recommendations of the plan have already been implemented including 
the establishment of a National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and a Rare Disease Of-
fice.  Building on this progress to date, themes for inclusion in a roadmap for the coming period 
have been agreed with the Rare Disease Task Force, which comprises the main rare disease ad-
vocacy groups; Rare Disease Ireland, the Medical Research Charities Group (MRCP), and  the 
Irish Platform for Patient Organisations, Science and Industry (IPPPOSI).  The Rare Disease 
Plan is now firmly embedded in the work of the HSE Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases 
and the Rare Disease Office. This programme is now under the governance of the Office of the 
Chief Clinical Officer.

Meetings, to ensure that the input and the voice of the patient is represented in the continu-
ing work ongoing in relation to Rare Diseases take place at regular intervals with the Rare Dis-
ease Task Force, the HSE National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and the Rare Disease 
Office.  

A number of key themes have now been identified for progression in the coming period, 
including: Patient Awareness; European Reference Networks; Research & Registries; Access 
to Services; Access to Medicines; Diagnosis; Education & Training and Legislation & Policy. 
This will form the basis for work in this area in the time ahead.

21/07/2020WRKK01700Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRKK01800697. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to enact the human 
tissue Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16971/20]

21/07/2020WRKK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government in-
cludes a commitment to “Enact the Human Tissue Bill, providing the legal basis for an opt-out 
system of organ donation and deliver a public information campaign”

Work is progressing on the drafting of the Human Tissue (Transplantation, Post-Mortem, 
Anatomical Examination and Public Display) Bill in collaboration with the Office of Parlia-
mentary Council. 

Pre-Legislative Scrutiny of the General Scheme was undertaken by the Joint Committee on 
Health on 16 October 2019 and the Committee’s report is awaited. 

It is envisaged that the drafting process will be complete, and Government approval secured 
to publish the Bill, by the end of Quarter 4 2020.  It is hoped that the Bill will then be progressed 
through the Houses of the Oireachtas. 
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21/07/2020WRKK02000National Maternity Strategy

21/07/2020WRKK02100698. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement the 
National Maternity Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16972/20]

21/07/2020WRKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s first National Maternity Strat-
egy - Creating a Better Future Together 2016 - 2026 was published in January 2016.  It repre-
sents a significant development in the delivery of national maternity policy that will fundamen-
tally change how maternity care is delivered. 

The National Women & Infants Health Programme was established in the HSE to lead the 
management, organisation and delivery of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal services across 
primary, community and acute care.  As implementation of the Strategy is being driven by the 
Programme, I have asked the Health Service Executive to reply to you directly with the specific 
information requested. 

21/07/2020WRKK02300Information and Communications Technology

21/07/2020WRKK02400699. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to roll out eHealth 
and improve information and communications technology systems; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16973/20]

21/07/2020WRKK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): eHealth encompasses a wide range of 
digital supports to health services and health workers across multiple health settings and servic-
es nationally.  The value of eHealth became apparent during the COVID crisis, as technologies 
were quickly deployed at scale to remove the risk of a surge to acute hospitals, to support new 
pathways of care and to help reduce the risk of infection to clinicians and patients.   

During the COVID-19 response, new eHealth solutions were deployed to provide secure 
electronic transfer of prescriptions from GP surgeries to pharmacies, reducing the risk of po-
tential exposure for the public and health workers, by removing the need to attend surgeries for 
some prescriptions and reducing waiting times in community pharmacies. 

The Deputy will be familiar with the smartphone Contact Tracing App which has been de-
veloped by the HSE, enhancing manual contact tracing, informing of the spread of Covid-19 
symptoms nationally and providing a publicly trusted source of Covid-19 related news, infor-
mation and guidance.  The App runs on Apple and Android phones and has been developed in 
line with EU guidelines. Adoption of the app is entirely voluntary and the use of all functions is 
consent based.  Within 48 hours over 1 million people had downloaded the app and signed up 
as registered users. Electronic transfer of prescriptions has proven hugely successful, very con-
venient and avoids the need for otherwise well patients to attend GP surgeries, reducing risk to 
them, GPs and practice staff. The depeloyment of telehealth solutions has been accelerated over 
the past three months and has emerged as a significant eHealth benefit in response to Covid. 
These are just a few of the eHealth digital supports that were introduced during the pandemic 
that will continue to be developed and improved with a view to embedding these technologies 
in healthcare settings.  

A unique, individual health identifier (IHI) is required to enable clinical systems to commu-
nicate with each other, in the knowledge that they are dealing with the same patient and shar-
ing of data across the various medical settings where patients seek treatment.  In parallel with 
building on digital advances made during the COVID emergency, planned developments will 
include the roll-out of the IHI for health care facilities and healthcare practitioners, the embed-



Questions - Written Answers

346

ding of Eircodes into healthcare systems and the implementation of an electronic health record 
for the new children’s hospital which is currently at procurement stage.

Additionally, a continuing programme of work is in place by the HSE to upgrade and install 
ICT infrastructure in locations nationwide in multiple health settings. 

21/07/2020WRKK02600Proposed Legislation

21/07/2020WRKK02700700. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he plans to implement a pa-
tient safety Bill and mandatory open disclosure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[16974/20]

21/07/2020WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient 
Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 provides the legislative framework for a number of important patient 
safety issues, including: mandatory open disclosure of a list of notifiable patient safety incidents 
and the notification of same externally to the Health Information and Quality Authority, Chief 
Inspector of Social Services and the Mental Health Commission, as appropriate, to contribute 
to national learning and system-wide improvements. This mandatory requirement for open dis-
closure will ensure that patients and their families receive appropriate timely information in 
relation to an incident that may have occurred in relation to their care.  

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 will also bring the private 
hospitals within the remit of the Health Act 2007. The relevant provisions extend the remit of 
the Health Information and Quality Authority, allowing it to set standards for the operation of 
private hospitals, to monitor compliance with them and to undertake inspections and investiga-
tions as required. The Bill also contains provisions to support clinical audit within the health 
service.

The Bill was introduced into Dáil Éireann on the 12 December 2019 and passed Second 
Stage in the Dáil and is due to go to Dáil Committee Stage.  The Bill is a Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment and it is my intention is to restore the Bill to the order paper.  Following 
Dáil Committee stage, the Bill will be progressed to Dáil Report Stage and will then go through 
all Stages in the  Seanad. 

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019   is also part of the broader 
programme of legislative and policy initiatives to improve the ability of the health service to 
anticipate, identify, respond to patient safety issues and improve the quality and safety of health 
services for patients. Creating a culture of open disclosure and learning from the things that go 
wrong is the bedrock of making services safer. 

21/07/2020WRKK02900Home Care Packages

21/07/2020WRKK03000701. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to implement a statu-
tory homecare scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16975/20]

21/07/2020WRKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): A high-quality, 
consistent home-support service, focused on keeping people well in their homes and communi-
ties for as long as possible, is a key enabler to ensuring that people across a continuum of care 
get the right care, in the right place, at the right time.  In this regard, my Department is in the 
process of developing a statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home support.

As part of this, work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the development of 
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the scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms.  Work undertaken in 2019 
focussed on the design of the scheme, the options for regulation, and a review of existing ser-
vices.  In 2020, it had been intended to focus on piloting a reformed model of service delivery 
for home support services, the development of the evidence base for the financing of home sup-
port services; and the development of a framework for the regulation of these services. 

While Sláintecare commits to the establishment of the scheme by the end of 2021, progress 
on the development of the scheme, including the planned testing of a pilot scheme in 2020, has 
been impacted by the ongoing work and diversion of resources as part of the response to CO-
VID-19.  However, my Department remains committed to bringing forward this work as a pri-
ority, taking on  board the learning from the response to COVID-19, in order to support people 
to age well and continue to live independently in their homes for as long as possible.

21/07/2020WRKK03200Primary Care Centres

21/07/2020WRKK03300702. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to deliver additional 
primary care centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16977/20]

21/07/2020WRKK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRKK03500Hospital Funding

21/07/2020WRKK03600703. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the  agency spend in acute 
hospitals for each quarter in each of the years 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020, by hospital and 
hospital group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16978/20]

21/07/2020WRKK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRKK03800Home Care Packages

21/07/2020WRKK03900704. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current homecare waiting 
times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16979/20]

21/07/2020WRKK04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRKK04100Hospital Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRKK04200705. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current cataract wait time 
by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16980/20]

21/07/2020WRKK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.
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21/07/2020WRKK04400Hospital Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRKK04500706. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health when TILT tests will recom-
mence at Sligo University Hospital; the number of persons on the waiting list at the hospital; 
the average waiting time for a person on the list to be called; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16991/20]

21/07/2020WRKK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.  

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system. 

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

In regard to the information requested by the Deputy concerning Tilt Table Tests at Sligo 
University Hospital, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to investigate the matter 
and provide you with a direct response.

21/07/2020WRKK04700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

21/07/2020WRKK04800707. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels for CAMHS 
teams in CHO9; and the way in which this compares with the necessary full complement of staff 
as outlined by A Vision for Change. [17012/20]
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21/07/2020WRKK04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to this directly as soon as possible.

21/07/2020WRKK05000Hospital Staff

21/07/2020WRKK05100708. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the number of additional theatre 
staff recruited in 2019 and to date in 2020 for each public and voluntary hospital for the pur-
poses of increasing theatre capacity, in tabular form [17013/20]

21/07/2020WRKK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRKK05300Health Services

21/07/2020WRKK05400709. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if women who donate breast milk 
for use by the health services are now required to undertake a blood test; if the cost of such blood 
tests is covered by the health service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17022/20]

21/07/2020WRKK05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this ques-
tion relates to service matters, it had been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

21/07/2020WRKK05600Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRKK05700710. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if there will be a revision to the 
Covid-19 restrictive guidelines as they pertain to agriculture marts; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17024/20]

21/07/2020WRKK05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 19 June 2020, the then Taoiseach, on 
behalf of the Government, announced the restrictions that would be eased and the measures that 
will be in place in Phase 3 of the Roadmap for Reopening Society & Business. On Thursday 
25th June the Government confirmed the move to Phase 3 of the Roadmap from Monday, 29 
June 2020. Information and advice about the restrictions that have been eased as part of Phase 3 
and the measures that are now in place are available on the Government website at https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/d06271-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-29-june-phase-3/. 

The latest public health advice which applies to all circumstances is available on the web-
sites of the HSE at https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
at https://www.hpsc.ie/ and on the Government website at https://www.gov.ie/en/. This advice 
and guidance is updated on an ongoing basis. 

I would also wish to draw the Deputy’s attention to the Return to Work Safely Protocol, 
published by the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation. This detailed guidance doc-
ument was developed to assist employers and employees in the coming period and is avail-
able at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Return-to-Work-Safely-Protocol.html. The Protocol 
is mandatory, and it applies to all workplaces right across the economy.  Specific sectors may 
need to introduce additional safeguards, but this document sets out the standard set of measures 
required in every workplace.

Guidance in relation to specific sectors of the economy are matters in the first instance for 
the Government Department with responsibility for that sector. Matters relating to agricultural 
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marts are the responsibility of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. 

  Question No. 711 answered with Question No. 672.

21/07/2020WRLL00200Care of the Elderly

21/07/2020WRLL00300712. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
in relation to opening day-care centres for older persons which play an important role in their 
well-being; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17053/20]

21/07/2020WRLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Community ser-
vices such as day care play an important role in enabling older people to continue living in their 
communities.  My Department and the HSE are undertaking work to determine the current 
level of service delivery in the community and to set out plans, including associated required 
capacity, to resume services, including day services, in line with the Roadmap for Reopening 
Society and Business and the ‘Return to work safely’ protocol. This process will take on board 
the learning of the current period, including the possibility of delivering services in a new way, 
and the requirement to adhere to public health guidance. This means that services will gradu-
ally be restored to older people as it becomes safe to do so and may be delivered in new ways 
to ensure this.

21/07/2020WRLL00500Paediatric Services

21/07/2020WRLL00600713. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health when recommendations on the 
expansion of the newborn screening programme will be published; his plans to implement the 
recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17061/20]

21/07/2020WRLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to thank the Deputy for raising 
this issue. It is something that he and I have discussed before.

The National Screening Advisory Committee (NSAC) was established in 2019 and has held 
two meetings to date.  The Committee’s role is to undertake an independent assessment of the 
evidence for screening for a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria and 
make recommendations accordingly. 

Professor Niall O’Higgins was appointed as Chair of the NSAC in 2019 and was asked that 
the Committee prioritise an examination of the approaches for the expansion of the National 
Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme (‘heelprick test’) and work in that regard has been 
progressed by the Committee.  

A meeting of the NSAC took place on 17 July 2020 where the Committee considered (1) the 
addition of ADA-SCID to the blood spot screening programme and (2) a change in the screen-
ing pathway of the Diabetic RetinaScreen programme. I await the outcome of the discussions 
of the Committee.

Any future potential changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 
will be incorporated as part of the Committee’s work programme. 

Updates in relation to the work of the Committee will be posted on the NSAC website  
available at https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/nsac/ 

I am strongly committed to identifying any opportunities that exist in this area and to their 
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implementation.

  Question No. 714 answered with Question No. 651.

21/07/2020WRLL00900Cancer Services

21/07/2020WRLL01000715. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons diag-
nosed with cancer by HSE region each month since January 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17083/20]

21/07/2020WRLL01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Cancer Registry Ireland 
(NCRI) is responsible for collecting data on the incidence of cancers.  While the NCRI pro-
duces reports on the incidence of cancer by HSE region, this operates a number of years in ar-
rears as diagnoses need to be validated to assure completeness and accuracy. The most recent 
complete figures show a total of 21,459 cancer cases diagnosed in 2015.

The NCRI Annual Report (2019) estimates that, on average, 23,890 cancers (excluding non-
melanoma skin cancer) are diagnosed in Ireland each year. This number is expected to increase 
in the coming years due to our increasing and ageing population.

21/07/2020WRLL01200Cancer Services

21/07/2020WRLL01300716. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons receiving 
chemotherapy each month between January 2019 and June 2020, in tabular form. [17084/20]

21/07/2020WRLL01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE’s National Cancer Control 
Programme (NCCP)  collects data on the number of patients receiving new Systemic Anti-
Cancer Treatment (Chemotherapy) in the day ward setting in public hospitals.  Data is currently 
available up to April 2020 as follows: 

- Jan-
19

Feb-
19

Mar-
19

Apr-
19

May-
19

Jun-
19

Jul-19 Aug-
19

Sep-
19

Oct-
19

Nov-
19

Dec-
19

All 
New 
SACT 
Pa-
tients

711 678 651 694 794 635 800 657 660 653 716 560

- Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20
All New SACT 
Patients

672 575 464 434

21/07/2020WRLL01500Cancer Services

21/07/2020WRLL01600717. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of cancer patients 
finishing active treatment each month since January 2019, in tabular form. [17085/20]

21/07/2020WRLL01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Cancer Strategy 2017-
2026 recognises the needs of cancer patients across their cancer journey.  Under the Strategy, 
cancer survivorship begins at the time of diagnosis and continues until end of life.  The Na-
tional Cancer Registry Ireland (NCRI) estimated that there were 173,000 cancer survivors in 
Ireland in 2016. The total survivors is expected to continue to grow due to our increasing and 
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ageing population, and to improvements in patient outcomes.  Net five-year survivorship for 
all cancers (excluding non-melanoma skin cancer) increased from 42% (1994-1999) to 62% 
(2011-2015), with five-year survivorship for many cancers now above 80%.  It is expected that 
this trend will continue.

Neither the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme nor the NCRI collect information 
on the number of cancer patients who finish active treatment. This is as many cancer survivors 
require life-long, evidenced-based health care, whether preventive, general medical, psychoso-
cial or care specific to their cancer diagnosis, meaning that their care can continue long after 
their primary treatment.

21/07/2020WRLL01800Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRLL01900718. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of overseas visitors 
who have been found to be in breach of the 14-day self-isolation guidelines as set out by SI 181 
of 2020. [17086/20]

21/07/2020WRLL02000719. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of overseas visitors 
who have refused to give all the necessary information upon entry here as set out by SI 181 of 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17087/20]

21/07/2020WRLL02100720. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend SI 181 of 2020 
to make it a legal requirement to observe the 14-day period of self-isolation [17088/20]

21/07/2020WRLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 718, 
719 and 720 together.

SI 181 of 2020 introduced a mandatory requirement for passengers arriving to Ireland from 
overseas to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. The information provided on the 
form may be used to assist with contact tracing in the event that there is a suspected or con-
firmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Since the introduction of the mandatory requirement to complete the locator form in late 
May, compliance has been close to 100%. The Department of Justice, which collects the forms 
at points of entry on behalf of the health service, has informed my Department that that three 
people at Dublin Airport have refused to fill out the form and that they have been referred to the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB).

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health, but not legally 
required, to restrict their movements for 14 days. 

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen existing 
arrangements. The introduction of any mandatory restriction of movements would require new 
legislation. 

21/07/2020WRLL02500Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRLL02600721. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans to recommend a tempo-
rary ban on non-essential travel from the United States of America on the grounds of safeguard-
ing public health [17089/20]



21 July 2020

353

21/07/2020WRLL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At present, the government advises 
against non-essential travel overseas.

Passengers arriving to Ireland from overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 
Passenger Locator Form. The information provided on the form may be used to assist with 
contact tracing in the event that there is a suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry.

Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised in the interest of public health to restrict their 
movements for 14 days. 

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen existing 
arrangements.

21/07/2020WRLL02800Pharmacy Services

21/07/2020WRLL02900722. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health when the HSE guidelines to phar-
macists discouraging the sale of multiple months’ worth of medication to patients to prevent 
stockpiling will be rescinded; if his attention has been drawn to the lack of ability to buy 3 or 
6 months means that patients are liable to more handling charges by pharmacists which creates 
a financial burden; and his views on whether this unfairly impacts those patients that are not 
holders of medical cards. [17094/20]

21/07/2020WRLL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRLL03100Health Services Staff

21/07/2020WRLL03200723. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to restore 
leave to frontline workers who had to use it to provide childcare, particularly for couples who 
both worked on the frontline and used their leave to ensure one parent was always available to 
provide childcare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17095/20]

21/07/2020WRLL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Guidance and FAQs for Public Service 
Employers during COVID-19 in relation to working arrangements across the Public Service 
were prepared by DPER and circulated to all public health sector employers.  This guidance set 
out arrangements in relation to those employees who have caring responsibilities.

 HSE managers were advised to facilitate staff with caring responsibilities to attend work 
and/or work from home in a flexible manner to greatest extent possible, and a range of ad-
ditional flexible work patterns, changes to rosters, remote working, changes to parental leave 
arrangements and other adjustment measures are available to staff. 

The HSE further clarified on 29 April by way of circular to their managers setting out that 
if employees cannot work outside the home and cannot perform their current role remotely, the 
employee is still to be considered as actively on duty and available to work from home, and may 
be assigned work outside the employee’s usual core duties.

Childcare needs were and are facilitated for essential workers without the requirement to 
take annual leave. 
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 I have also asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRLL03400Medicinal Products

21/07/2020WRLL03500724. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) can expect to receive the drug spinraza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[17096/20]

21/07/2020WRLL03600751. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health when spinraza which has 
been approved since June 2019 for a person (details supplied) in County Clare will be provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17319/20]

21/07/2020WRLL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 724 
and 751 together.

As this refers to an individual case, I have referred this matter to the HSE for their attention 
and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRLL03800Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRLL03900725. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when they can expect an appointment with a consultant. [17120/20]

21/07/2020WRLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 

21/07/2020WRLL04100Disability Services Provision

21/07/2020WRLL04200726. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when they can expect an admission date to the National Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin. [17121/20]

21/07/2020WRLL04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

21/07/2020WRLL04400Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRLL04500727. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when they can expect an appointment with a consultant. [17122/20]

21/07/2020WRLL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organization guidelines, and the National Action Plan. 

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response. 
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21/07/2020WRLL04700Nursing Education

21/07/2020WRLL04800728. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will seek to reverse the 
upcoming wage decrease in September 2020 for student nurses on four year internships; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [17134/20]

21/07/2020WRLL04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRLL05000Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRLL05100729. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the distinct protections, advice 
and oversight of tourist and non-tourist arrivals from countries deemed to have a safe level 
of Covid-19 infections to those with an unsafe level; if the effectiveness of the proposed ap-
proaches are evaluated either by way of international experience or domestic trials; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [17135/20]

21/07/2020WRLL05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Passengers arriving to Ireland from 
overseas are legally required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. The informa-
tion provided on the form may be used to assist with contact tracing in the event that there is a 
suspected or confirmed case on board a flight or ferry. Passengers arriving to Ireland are advised 
in the interest of public health to restrict their movements for 14 days.

Close consideration is being given by Government to policy in relation to overseas travel, 
including to additional measures being put in place at airports and ports to strengthen our exist-
ing arrangements. Officials from my Department and from the HSE are working closely with 
counterparts in other Government departments in this regard. 

For people living in Ireland, the advice is to avoid all non-essential travel overseas until 
further notice.

21/07/2020WRLL05300Medical Aids and Appliances

21/07/2020WRLL05400730. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken for 
persons who have suffered as a result of pelvic mesh implants; the measures being put in place 
to ensure such harm is avoided in the future; if his attention has been drawn to the recent publi-
cation by the Independent Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Review in the UK in relation 
to the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17158/20]

21/07/2020WRLL05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I note the recent publication in England 
of the report of the Independent Medicines and Medical Devices Safety (IMMDS) review, 
“First Do No Harm” which was chaired by Baroness Cumberlege. 

International evidence and learning play an important role in health policy considerations to 
promote safe, high quality care for patients. This report may add to that evidence and learning.

Over the past two decades, Uro-Gynaecological (Transvaginal) Mesh has been widely used 
in the surgical treatment of Stress Urinary Incontinence (SUI) and Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP) 
in women.  Mesh devices are certified as compliant with relevant EU legislation, and as such, 
European regulatory competent authorities consider that the benefits outweigh the risks for 
these devices.
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In Ireland, considerable work has been done to date and continues to progress on patient 
safety in relation to mesh implants; and the patient voice is central to our understanding of 
these, and similar, issues. As part of the ongoing policy response, my department officials are 
examining options to establish a process for an independent, compassionate engagement for 
women affected by mesh to have their voices heard; and will make proposals to me in this 
regard.  Any engagement process will need to take account of the wider context relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Concerns were raised in Ireland regarding complications associated with the use of mesh 
devices in late 2017, including a number of Ministerial representations from the women af-
fected or on their behalf.  At that time, the Minister for Health requested the Chief Medical Of-
ficer (CMO) to prepare a report on the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This CMO Report was published in November 2018.

Importantly, the CMO report was informed by the available national and international evi-
dence and the personal experiences of women who have suffered complications following mesh 
surgery.

Since July 2018, the HSE has paused all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so. 
This was at the request of the CMO and undertaken in advance of completion of the final CMO 
report. The pause was instigated pending confirmation by the HSE of the implementation of 
initial recommendations relating to (i) professional training requirements, (ii) patient informa-
tion and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national data set for all mesh 
procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals. 

The CMO report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic mesh 
devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than traditional 
procedures.  However, mesh devices are associated with significant and severe complications 
in a minority of women, which are of concern given the difficulties of mesh implant removal.

The CMO report made a number of recommendations, the implementation of which will 
provide significant assurance that both women presenting for treatment and who develop mesh-
related complications, receive high quality, multi-disciplinary patient centred care in accor-
dance with the evidence and supported by robust clinical governance mechanisms.

The HSE published a detailed Implementation Plan for the recommendations in the report in 
April 2019. The HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme (NWIHP) is progressing 
treatment pathways and referral services for women suffering from mesh-related complications.

A multidisciplinary National Specialist Centre is being developed over 2 sites at Cork Uni-
versity Maternity Hospital (CUMH) and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) Dublin.  In 
addition, two translabial scanners, were procured by the HSE in late 2019, and are now onsite 
in both hospitals.  However, the first scanning clinic, which was due to take place last March 
had to be postponed, due to the pandemic. 

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website.
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I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage with the relevant HSE 
contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and provided for. 

21/07/2020WRLL05600Health Services Access

21/07/2020WRLL05700731. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the circumstances under 
which a patient leaving hospital is offered convalescence; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17162/20]

21/07/2020WRLL05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRMM00200Maternity Services

21/07/2020WRMM00300732. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will issue revised guide-
lines to allow fathers-to-be to attend scan appointments and antenatal check-ups with their ex-
pectant wives and partners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17175/20]

21/07/2020WRMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly.

21/07/2020WRMM00500Maternity Services

21/07/2020WRMM00600733. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will issue new guidelines 
allowing new fathers to remain for a longer period with their newborn child and partner after 
birth and allow for greater visitation of partners to hospitals after the birth of a child; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [17176/20]

21/07/2020WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy directly.

21/07/2020WRMM00800Disability Services Provision

21/07/2020WRMM00900734. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the alternatives to medication, 
such as support interventions, including duration of service offered to children with ADHD or 
their parents in each CHO area if different approaches and services exist. [17184/20]

21/07/2020WRMM01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRMM01100Disability Services Funding

21/07/2020WRMM01200735. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time in 
each CHO area from referral to assessment for children with queried ADHD. [17185/20]

21/07/2020WRMM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRMM01400Disability Services Provision

21/07/2020WRMM01500736. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of children in each 
CHO area referred for queried ADHD in each year since 2016. [17186/20]

21/07/2020WRMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRMM01700Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRMM01800737. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of downloads of the 
Covid-19 application; the number of persons who tested positive for Covid-19 who have al-
lowed their close contacts to be notified through the application; the number of persons who 
have been contacted as a result of being a close contact of a confirmed case; the number of these 
persons who would not otherwise have been identified; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17189/20]

21/07/2020WRMM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this question relates to a service mat-
ter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRMM02000Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRMM02100738. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of downloads of the 
Covid-19 application in which the user’s location was identified as Brittas, Newcastle, Rath-
coole, Saggart, Dublin 20 or Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17190/20]

21/07/2020WRMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has operational responsibility 
for the Covid Tracker App. Neither the HSE nor the Department of Health has access to data 
that indicates the locations where the app is downloaded to.  This is in keeping with our joint 
commitment to a providing and privacy preserving solution and in line with the published data 
privacy impact assessment (DPIA).

21/07/2020WRMM02300Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRMM02400739. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health his views on private nursing 
homes limiting visits to patients to 30 minutes once a week; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17229/20]

21/07/2020WRMM02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Nursing home 
providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents and have a range of legal 
responsibilities under the regulatory framework, including the Health Act 2007 (Care and Wel-
fare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People) Regulations 2013.

People living in long-term residential care facilities are particularly vulnerable populations 



Questions - Written Answers

360

in the context of COVID-19 and have been identified by the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
to be at a higher risk of being susceptible to infection from this disease and for subsequent ad-
verse outcomes.  The actions and measures we have taken in Ireland to support nursing homes 
and their residents have evolved on foot of epidemiological data and guidance from the WHO 
and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). These measures have 
been both society wide as well as focused specifically on residential facilities.

In line with the Government’s Roadmap for the re-opening of Society and Business, the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) has agreed that a phased approach to the 
recommencement of visiting to long term residential centres would be appropriate at this time.

In light of the above , and on the basis that the COVID-19 disease status in the country 
remains in its current stable condition, the NPHET recommended that from 15th of June, the 
phased resumption of indoor visiting of residents in residential care facilities may commence 
in accordance with guidance issued by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC). The 
guidance which is published and available on the HSPC’s website advises that indoor visiting 
in residential care facilities where there is no ongoing COVID-19 outbreak is presently permis-
sible certain criteria are followed, including limiting the time associated with visits. During an 
ongoing outbreak of COVID-19 within a residential care facility, the guidance advises that all 
but essential visiting is suspended in the interests of protecting residents, visitors and staff. The 
various criteria are in place having regard to the public health advice.

It is recognised that the impact of COVID-19 on society in general and especially those 
living in nursing homes has been considerable. Residential settings are people’s homes as well 
as places where health and social care are provided. The introduction of physical distancing, 
isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has changed the usual dynamic of 
social interaction.

Visitor guidance is being further refined by the HPSC at present and it is anticipated that 
updated guidance will be available shortly, once the refinement is complete. This guidance is 
under constant review, balancing risks with benefit in line with the disease trajectory in the 
community.

21/07/2020WRMM02600Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRMM02700740. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal can get a referral expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[17235/20]

21/07/2020WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This 
will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
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health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are cur-
rently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting lists, in 
order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide you with a direct response.

21/07/2020WRMM02900Medical Aids and Appliances

21/07/2020WRMM03000741. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if he will liaise with the 
HSE to ensure flexibility for the procurement of catheters from a company (details supplied) as 
a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17238/20]

21/07/2020WRMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRMM03200Hospital Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRMM03300742. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times 
for orthodontic treatment in each hospital; the measures being taken to address the significant 
delays in accessing orthodontic treatment in Mayo University Hospital and Galway University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17239/20]

21/07/2020WRMM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

The trajectory of the disease means there is now an opportunity for increasing the provision 
of non-covid care including more routine care. NPHET has since revised its recommendation 
on the pausing of all non-essential health services, with a recommendation that the delivery of 
acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making.

Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
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provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) have advised my Department that neither 
Mayo nor Galway collate an acute hospital waiting list for orthodontics. However, they have 
provided the average IPDC and outpatient waiting time for Dental Surgery, Maxillo-Facial and 
Oral Surgery nationally by hospital. This information is outlined in the attached document.

In regard to the specific queries raised by the Deputy regarding orthodontic waiting times 
and the measures being taken to address waiting times for orthodontic treatment in Mayo Uni-
versity Hospital and Galway University Hospital, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to investigate the matter and provide the Deputy with a direct response.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-21_pq742-21-07-20_en.xlsx”>Table</a>]

21/07/2020WRMM03500Hospital Waiting Lists

21/07/2020WRMM03600743. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times 
for the pain clinics in each facility providing such a service; the measures being taken to address 
the significant delays in accessing this service in Galway University Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [17240/20]

21/07/2020WRMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am conscious that waiting times are 
often unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective sched-
uled care activity with effect from the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and 
that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-crit-
ical essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) and in accordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and 
the National Action Plan.

NPHET has approved a number of recommendations relating to protecting and maximising 
the delivery of essential time-critical non-Covid-19 care alongside Covid-19 care. On 5 May, 
NPHET agreed that its recommendation of 27 March, in regard to the pausing of all non-essen-
tial health services should be replaced, in relation to acute care, with a recommendation that 
delivery of acute care be determined by appropriate clinical and operational decision making. 
Application of the essential risk mitigating steps set out in the guidance developed under the 
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auspices of the NPHET Expert Advisory group will have operational implications, which will 
impact on throughput.

Where possible, hospitals are working to find innovative ways to enable service provision, 
which include virtual clinics for some outpatient department appointments. The HSE website 
provides details on services currently available and operational in each hospital on its website. 
This information is reviewed frequently and provides up-to-date announcements on services 
available at each site (https://www2.hse.ie/services/hospital-service-disruptions/hospital-ser-
vice-disruptions-covid19.html).

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 24 
June.  Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated way. This will 
involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The Framework 
will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. The HSE is 
currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services across the 
health system.

As the system continues to deliver Covid-19 and non-Covid 19 care side-by-side over a 
more prolonged period, my Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together 
to protect essential non-Covid 19 acute care and progress the provision of more routine non 
Covid-19 care.

The data requested concerning average waiting times nationally for pain relief, is outlined in 
the attached document. In relation to the service provision for pain relief at Galway University 
Hospital, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-07-21_pq743-21-07-20_en.xlsx”>Table</a>]

21/07/2020WRMM03800Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRMM03900744. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied).  [17242/20]

21/07/2020WRMM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
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deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide the Deputy with a direct response.

21/07/2020WRMM04100Dental Services 

21/07/2020WRMM04200745. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to additional personal protective equipment-related charges being applied by dentists 
to medical card holders when attending appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [17246/20]

21/07/2020WRMM04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental treatments to medical card holders. Services currently available annu-
ally include an examination, two fillings and emergency extractions. Other more complex care 
is also provided, some of which requires prior approval by a Principal Dental Surgeon. Patients 
with special needs and high risk patients can avail of a broader range of treatments. These ser-
vices are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. There 
is no provision in the DTSS contract for the charging of additional fees for this dental care. Any 
patient who is charged such a fee should report the matter to the HSE.

21/07/2020WRMM04400Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRMM04500746. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is ac-
ceptable for two persons from different households who would normally dance together in a 
dance studio to create a bubble between themselves that will allow them to continue to dance as 
partners without socially distancing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17263/20]

21/07/2020WRMM04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the Govern-
ment confirmed the move to Phase 3 of Roadmap for Reopening Society & Business from 
Monday, 29 June 2020. Information and advice about the restrictions that have been eased as 
part of Phase 3 and the measures that are now in place are available on the Government web-
site at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d06271-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-29-june-
phase-3/.

As part of Phase 3, all remaining community, religious, cultural, social and sport facilities, 
including dance studios, can now reopen.  It is recommended that those responsible for reopen-
ing these facilities carry out a risk assessment before reopening to manage the public health 
risk for their customers, attendees, participants, and staff. The assessment should consider the 
risk factors for getting COVID-19, that is Distance, Activity, Time and Environment, and in-
clude controls such as managed entry, improved hygiene facilities, and regular cleaning to limit 
these factors. Facilities that reopen should observe physical distancing guidelines and apply the 
public health checklist to their operation. Further information is available on the government 
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website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/cf9b0d-new-public-health-measures-effective-
now-to-prevent-further-spread-o/#cultural-social-and-sport-measures.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the most important actions that all individuals can 
take to protect ourselves from COVID-19 are regular hand washing and good respiratory hy-
giene. Social distancing of 2 metres is also recommended wherever possible. However, as the 
country reopens and we learn to live with COVID-19, everybody is urged to exercise their own 
judgement and take personal responsibility for decisions that they make about the risk of infec-
tion to themselves and to others in different situations.

In recommencing community, religious, cultural, social and sporting activity, individuals 
should carry out a risk assessment of the nature of their activity, the particular risks associated 
with the service, and activities within the overall service, and how they could mitigate those 
risks for everybody concerned using the Public Health Checklist. Details are available at https://
www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/77452/39d51b02-5633-4e2f-a070-4551a3521081.
pdf#page=7.

21/07/2020WRMM04700Audiology Services

21/07/2020WRMM04800747. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a person (details supplied) must wait for 19 months before they can be scheduled 
for a hearing test; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17275/20]

21/07/2020WRMM04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRMM05000Dental Services 

21/07/2020WRMM05100748. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists regis-
tered under the dental treatment services scheme by county monthly from January 2020 to date 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17301/20]

21/07/2020WRMM05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter it has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRMM05300Care Services

21/07/2020WRMM05400749. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied).  [17307/20]

21/07/2020WRMM05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

21/07/2020WRMM05600Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRMM05700750. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if a social media campaign on 
Covid-19 specifically aimed at young persons will be designed and implemented by his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17318/20]
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21/07/2020WRMM05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

  Question No. 751 answered with Question No. 724.

21/07/2020WRNN00200Ministerial Meetings

21/07/2020WRNN00300752. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a meeting request from a society (details supplied); and if he will accede to a meeting. 
[17328/20]

21/07/2020WRNN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): A meeting request 
was received from the organisation in question and has been acknowledged by my private of-
fice.  I have received a high volume of meeting requests since my appointment and I hope to 
have the opportunity to meet with as many organisations as possible in the coming weeks and 
months, schedule permitting.  My office will make contact with the society in due course to ar-
range a meeting.

21/07/2020WRNN00500Drugs Payment Scheme

21/07/2020WRNN00600753. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the decisions taken by the se-
nior leadership team of the HSE at its monthly sittings relating to drugs reimbursement in 2019 
and to date in 2020; the recommendations issued by the drugs group of the HSE to the team on 
same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [17339/20]

21/07/2020WRNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRNN00800Rare Diseases

21/07/2020WRNN00900754. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of the 
Rare Diseases Technology Review Committee; the sittings it has had since its inception; if it 
will conduct a review of the terms of reference of the committee in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17340/20]

21/07/2020WRNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 755 answered with Question No. 641.

21/07/2020WRNN01200Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRNN01300756. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the free face masks scheme in Luxembourg; and if he will consider introducing a similar 
scheme to help to protect the general public from the spread of Covid-19. [17342/20]
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21/07/2020WRNN01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging evidence as it arises and has provided ad-
vice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis.

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments.

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line 
with the guidance and to wash hands before putting them on and taking them off. I do not have 
plans to establish a distribution scheme for face coverings. They are readily available in retail 
outlets and online. Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.
ie/facecoverings and the HSE website.

On 15 June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national com-
munications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail out-
lets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering.

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury
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- removes the face covering to take medication

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. It is a matter for the 
person using the transport service to demonstrate that they have a reasonable excuse.

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public. Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse” provisions will apply.

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can assure the 
Deputy that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the 
NPHET has also been proactively examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the 
issue of face coverings. The EAG has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority 
to prepare a revised and updated evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed 
that this paper is expected to be finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

21/07/2020WRNN01500Child Protection

21/07/2020WRNN01600757. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if parental alienation syn-
drome is recognised here; his plans to address the matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [17350/20]

21/07/2020WRNN01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Parental alien-
ation describes a process through which a child becomes estranged from a parent as the result 
of the psychological manipulation of another parent.

It appears, however, that international opinion is divided as to whether or not this is as a 
mental health disorder.

My Department will make further enquiries seeking an update in relation to this matter and 
will reply separately to the Deputy in due course.

21/07/2020WRNN01800Health Services Funding

21/07/2020WRNN01900758. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the staffing and budgets 
for public health in north-eastern areas of Dublin and other health areas pre-, during and post-
Covid-19; his views on whether it is sufficient to respond to a rise in Covid-19; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17352/20]

21/07/2020WRNN02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The ongoing 
capacity of our public health system to respond to the challenges posed by Covid-19 and to pro-
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tect and maintain the health and wellbeing of the population is an absolute priority. Significant 
work is already underway by my Department and the HSE to plan for the next phases of the 
pandemic.

In respect of the specific detail on budgets and staffing, I have referred this question to the 
Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRNN02100Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRNN02200759. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the steps persons with asthma 
and other breathing difficulties should take in respect of face masks; and the way in which they 
can avoid penalties for not wearing a mask.  [17353/20]

21/07/2020WRNN02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would like to assure the Deputy that 
my Department appreciates the challenges experienced by those who have asthma and other 
breathing difficulties.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) continues to examine all emerging 
evidence as it arises and has provided advice relating to face coverings on an ongoing basis.

NPHET advises the wearing of a non-medical face covering in a number of circumstances 
which include:

- when on public transport

- when in indoor public areas including retail outlets

- by people visiting the homes of those who are cocooning

- by people who are being visited in their homes by those who are cocooning

- all visitors to residential care facilities and

- in indoor work environments where it is difficult to maintain a two-metre distance

Individual judgement or preference should be used to consider the wearing of face cover-
ings in other environments.

It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene 
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other 
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with 
the guidance and to wash hands before putting them on and taking them off.

On the 15th June, the Government and the National Transport Authority launched a national 
communications campaign  which outlines best practice for the use of face coverings in retail 
outlets, on public transport and in other public locations in which it is difficult to maintain social 
distancing or where this distance cannot be guaranteed, and are communicating to the public 
about:

- who should wear face coverings

- in what settings, and how to wear and remove face coverings correctly.

Guidance on how to make and safely use face coverings is available on gov.ie/facecoverings 
and the HSE website.
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As the Deputy is aware, on Friday 10 July 2020, having consulted with the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Minister for Justice and Equality, I signed the Health Act 
(Covid-19) (Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020. The regulations provide 
that, from 13 July 2020, members of the public shall not, without reasonable excuse, travel by 
public transport without wearing a face covering.

Reasonable excuse includes where a person:

- cannot put one on, wear or remove a face covering because of any physical or mental ill-
ness, impairment or disability or without severe distress

- needs to communicate with another person who has difficulties communicating

- removes the face covering to provide emergency assistance or to provide care or assistance 
to a vulnerable person

- removes the face covering to avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm or injury

- removes the face covering to take medication

The Regulations do not apply to children under the age of 13 years. It is a matter for the 
person using the transport service to demonstrate that they have a reasonable excuse.

The Government has now also agreed to the mandatory wearing of face coverings in retail 
outlets, shops and shopping centres. Retail staff will also be obliged to wear a face covering un-
less there is a partition between them and members of the public or where there is a distance of 
2 metres between them and members of the public.  Work on the development of relevant Regu-
lations has commenced and it is likely that similar “reasonable excuse” provisions will apply.

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, the evidence relating to the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the discussion around face coverings, masks and shields is constantly evolving. I can assure 
you that the public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) of the 
NPHET has also been proactively examining all relevant evidence relating to the virus and the 
issue of face coverings. The EAG has requested the Health Information and Quality Authority 
to prepare a revised and updated evidence synthesis on face coverings and I have been informed 
that this paper is expected to be finalised shortly.

The latest public health advice on face coverings is available at the following links and is 
updated on a regular basis:

https://www.gov.ie/facecoverings

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html

21/07/2020WRNN02400Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRNN02500760. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the outbreak of Covid-19 at a nursing home (details supplied); and if his attention has been fur-
ther drawn to the transfer of residents to other care units and the manner in which the transfers 
were carried out.  [17355/20]

21/07/2020WRNN02600761. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the death of 12 residents of a nursing home (details supplied) due to Covid-19 and that 34 staff 
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tested positive for the virus.  [17356/20]

21/07/2020WRNN02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 760 and 761 together.

People living in long-term residential care (LTRC) facilities are particularly vulnerable 
populations in the context of COVID-19 and have been identified by the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) to be at a higher risk of being susceptible to infection from this disease and for 
subsequent adverse outcomes.

The very infectious nature of the COVID-19 virus makes it difficult to prevent and control 
in residential care settings - an experience replicated internationally.  Interrupting transmis-
sion of the COVID-19 virus is the main goal of public health measures and it is clear from our 
experience that the scale of effect of interruption of transmission is influenced by a number of 
factors.  The most important way to protect our older population, whether living at home or in 
a long-term residential care (LTRC) setting, has been to reduce the amount of disease present 
in our community. The transmission of the virus, particularly in respect of LTRC settings is 
multifactorial and its introduction into any setting could be the result of a number of factors.

 As a new disease, health authorities across the world are learning about COVID-19 and 
adapting as new evidence and understanding is formed. The HSE in line with all health authori-
ties continuously reviews emerging evidence and guidance.  This is evident from the significant 
package of guidance that has been produced and has continued to be developed and updated in 
line with new national and international evidence and data.

The actions and measures we have taken in Ireland to support long-term residential care fa-
cilities and their residents have evolved on foot of epidemiological data and guidance from the 
WHO and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). These measures 
have been both society wide as well as focused specifically on residential facilities. Advice 
from the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) focused on all long-term residen-
tial care settings and its recommended actions were relevant for all residential care services - 
older people, disability and mental health settings.

As some aspects of the Deputy’s questions are operational matters I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond directly as soon as possible.

21/07/2020WRNN02900Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRNN03000762. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
calls for a public inquiry into the case of deaths in a nursing home (details supplied); if a public 
inquiry will be held into the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17357/20]

21/07/2020WRNN03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Since 2009 the 
Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in 
place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The Au-
thority, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up to 
and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can 
no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive 
quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and 
National Quality Standards.

HIQA, in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
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to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.

During the response to COVID-19, Nursing homes continue to be regulated by HIQA, who 
under the Health Act 2007 have the legal authority to examine the operation of any facility 
under their remit.

Furthermore on foot of a National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) recommenda-
tion, on 23rd May a COVID-19 Expert Panel on Nursing Homes was established, to examine 
the complex issues surrounding the management of COVID-19 among this particularly vulner-
able cohort.

The purpose of the Panel is to examine the national and international responses to the CO-
VID-19 crisis, and to examine the emerging best practice. Its main objective is to provide im-
mediate real-time learnings and recommendations in light of the expected ongoing impact of 
COVID-19 over the next 12-18 months. COVID-19 is a new disease, which can present atypi-
cally in the frail elderly, and new evidence and best practice in its management are constantly 
emerging. I expect the Expert Panel to submit their final report to me later this month.

21/07/2020WRNN03200Medicinal Products

21/07/2020WRNN03300763. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the position on the supply and 
importation of medical drugs to persons who are being informed that their medication is being 
replaced by a generic one or a different brand due to the unavailability of the particular drug 
which they use daily (details supplied); and if the matter will be clarified [17369/20]

21/07/2020WRNN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Unfortunately, medicine shortages are a 
feature of modern health systems worldwide.  There are a multitude of reasons why a medicine 
may not be available including: shortages of raw materials; manufacturing difficulties; or prod-
uct recalls due to potential quality issues.

Medicine shortages can therefore originate at any point in the supply chain and can involve 
and impact on many different stakeholders. Accordingly, medicine shortages require a multi-
faceted, multi-stakeholder response to ensure patient safety, continuity of care and protection 
of public health.

Ireland has a multi-stakeholder medicine shortage framework in place, coordinated by the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), to prevent, wherever possible, and manage 
medicine shortages when they occur.

In many instances a shortage of a particular medicine is effectively addressed to ensure con-
tinuity of care for a patient including through the substitution for a generic version (in the case 
of a branded medicine short supply) or a generic version from a different manufacturer (in the 
case of a generic medicine in short supply). Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical 
Goods) Act 2013 medicines which are deemed to be interchangeable can be directly substituted 
for one another by a pharmacist.

Where an interchangeable product is not available in Ireland, a pharmacist, in consultation 
with the prescriber, can source a medicine containing the same active ingredient in order to 
ensure that continuity of patient care is maintained, wherever possible. Such medicines may be 
sourced in another European Member State, or by a specialist wholesaler in a third country, and 
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are known as exempt medicinal products (EMPs). EMPs have not been granted a marketing au-
thorisation in Ireland by the HPRA but are sourced in response to a bona fide unsolicited order 
in order to fulfil the special needs of a patient. These medicines will however have undergone 
an evaluation of their safety, quality, and efficacy for the granting of their marketing authorisa-
tion in another EU Member State or third country by the respective competent authority for 
medicines.

In other instances, where a medicine shortage occurs due to a more global issue affecting 
multiple countries, a patient may be directed to return to their clinician to consider prescribing 
an alternative medicine for the treatment of their condition.

The HSE maintains a reimbursement list of medicines that are provided under the General 
Medical Services (GMS) scheme or the Drugs Payment Scheme (DPS). These products are ap-
proved for the schemes by the HSE. In some cases, an alternative product sourced to maintain 
continuity of care in the event of a medicine shortage may be more expensive than the original 
medicine prescribed and will not ordinarily be included in the reimbursement list.

However, GMS medical card holders can apply to the local HSE health office to have these 
costs covered under the discretionary hardship arrangements. Under the DPS an individual or 
family will pay no more than €124 each calendar month for approved prescribed medicines. In 
certain cases, the cost of EMPs can be included in the total costs of medicines up to the thresh-
old of €124. Patients are advised to consult with their pharmacist or clinician, who can make an 
application under the discretionary hardship arrangements on their behalf or to have the product 
covered by the relevant scheme.

Patients or their carers who have any concerns in relation to temporary alternative products 
provided because of medicine shortages are advised to speak with their pharmacist or other 
healthcare professional involved in their care.

21/07/2020WRNN03500Legislative Measures

21/07/2020WRNN03600764. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when the Health (General Prac-
titioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 will be enacted. [17387/20]

21/07/2020WRNN03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020 was published on 1 July.  This Bill pro-
vides, amongst other things, for the necessary legislative amendments to increase the weekly 
gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single 
person (currently €500 per week) and to €1,050 for a couple (currently €900 per week).  It is 
intended that the Bill will proceed through the Houses of the Oireachtas this week.

21/07/2020WRNN03800Medical Cards

21/07/2020WRNN03900765. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
are medical card holders; and the number of persons who lost their medical cards in 2019. 
[17388/20]

21/07/2020WRNN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 766 answered with Question No. 690.
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21/07/2020WRNN04200Hospital Appointments Status

21/07/2020WRNN04300767. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be given a hospital appointment. [17390/20]

21/07/2020WRNN04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
the HSE had to take measures to pause most elective scheduled care activity with effect from 
the end March 2020. This was to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were 
made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work. This decision was 
in line with the advice issued by National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines, and the National Action Plan.

To ensure services are re-introduced in a safe, clinically aligned and prioritised way, the 
HSE launched its Strategic Framework for ‘Service Continuity in a Covid Environment’ on 
24th June 2020. Its implementation will ensure service resumption is done in an integrated 
way. This will involve a phased approach to ensure community services are strengthened. The 
Framework will also consolidate new ways of working and build on international knowledge. 
The HSE is currently developing a Service Continuity Roadmap for the resumption of services 
across the health system. My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
are currently working together to evaluate the impact of Covid 19 on Scheduled Care waiting 
lists, in order to be prepared to address pent up demand.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
investigate the matter and provide the Deputy with a direct response.

21/07/2020WRNN04500Primary Care Centres

21/07/2020WRNN04600768. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE clinic 
at the Harbour, Maynooth, County Kildare, has been relocated to Kilcock, County Kildare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17420/20]

21/07/2020WRNN04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

21/07/2020WRNN04800Respite Care Services

21/07/2020WRNN04900769. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the provisions that will be made 
in 2020 for the respite care of a person (details supplied); if the HSE will pay for private respite 
in view of the fact that no respite is available in 2020 in Merlin Park Hospital due to Covid-19; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17423/20]

21/07/2020WRNN05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

21/07/2020WRNN05100Electronic Cigarettes

21/07/2020WRNN05200770. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if guidelines will be put in 
place regarding the use of e-cigarettes in public houses (details supplied). [17425/20]

21/07/2020WRNN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are no plans to introduce guide-
lines around the use of e-cigarettes in public houses at this time. However, the Deputy may wish 
to note that individual businesses and organisations are free to introduce an e-cigarette free pol-
icy if they choose to, and many have, including public transport providers and local authorities.

E-cigarettes are not regulated under the workplace smoking ban which was introduced on 
the basis of clear and unequivocal evidence that second hand smoke is harmful to non-smokers. 
That evidence base is still being developed in relation to the aerosol generated from e-cigarettes. 
In March of this year, the Health Research Board began a review of the evidence on the health 
harms of e-cigarettes, their effectiveness as an aid to smoking cessation and whether they act as 
a gateway to smoking tobacco products. The evidence review is expected to be completed in the 
Autumn and it will contribute to informing any future regulation in this area.

In October 2019 the Government approved the drafting of legislation for a Public Health 
(Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill which will prohibit the sale of e-cigarettes to 
persons under 18. In addition the Programme for Government contains a commitment to legis-
late to curb the advertising of nicotine inhaling products near schools, on public transport and 
in cinemas.

21/07/2020WRNN05400Covid-19 Pandemic

21/07/2020WRNN05500771. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if the guidelines issued to nurs-
ing homes on family visits will be reviewed to ensure, subject to public health, that the rights 
of residents and their families are respected and will include an independent appeal mechanism 
to deal with situations in which agreement cannot be reached; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [17427/20]

21/07/2020WRNN05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): People living 
in long-term residential care facilities are particularly vulnerable populations in the context of 
COVID-19 and have been identified by the World Health Organisation (WHO) to be at a higher 
risk of being susceptible to infection from this disease and for subsequent adverse outcomes.  
The actions and measures we have taken in Ireland to support nursing homes and their residents 
have evolved on foot of epidemiological data and guidance from the WHO and the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). These measures have been both society 
wide as well as focused specifically on residential facilities.

It is recognised that the impact of COVID-19 on society in general and especially those 
living in nursing homes has been considerable. Residential settings are people’s homes as well 
as places where health and social care are provided. The introduction of physical distancing, 
isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has changed the usual dynamic of 
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social interaction. During these times there has been a particular emphasis on retaining a holis-
tic view of the wellbeing of residents, remaining person-centred, being cognisant of their rights 
as citizens, and being vigilant that in seeking to shield them from infection that these rights are 
not infringed upon in to an extent, or in a manner, that is disproportionate.

As the disease is becoming more suppressed in the community the National Public Health 
Emergency has advised that the gradual reintroduction of usual activities while taking public 
health precautions should commence. This advice is reflected in the latest Cocooning and visit-
ing guidance. Detail of this guidance is set out by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC) at: https://www.hpsc.ie.

In line with the Government’s Roadmap for the re-opening of Society and Business, the Na-
tional Public Health Emergency Team has agreed that a phased approach to the recommence-
ment of visiting to long term residential centres would be appropriate at this time. The advice is 
that a co-ordinated and standard national approach to the recommencement of visiting is taken.

In light of the above, and on the basis that the COVID-19 disease status in the country 
remains in its current stable condition, the NPHET recommended that from 15th of June, the 
phased resumption of indoor visiting of residents in residential care facilities may commence 
in accordance with guidance issued by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre. The current 
guidance advises that indoor visiting in residential care facilities where there is no ongoing 
COVID-19 outbreak is permissible in circumstances where certain criteria are followed. During 
an ongoing outbreak of COVID-19 within a residential care facility, the guidance advises that 
all but essential visiting is suspended in the interests of protecting residents, visitors and staff.

Nursing home providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents.  Under 
the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People) 
Regulations 2013 as amended all nursing homes are required to have an accessible and effec-
tive complaints procedure, including an appeals process. They must investigate all complaints 
promptly, and following investigation put in place any measures required for improvement.

Visitor guidance is being further refined by the HPSC at present and it is anticipated that 
updated guidance will be available shortly, once the refinement is complete. This guidance is 
under constant review, balancing risks with benefit in line with the disease trajectory in the 
community.

21/07/2020WRNN05700National Drugs Strategy

21/07/2020WRNN05800772. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the strategic action 
plan for the period 2017 to 2020 included in the Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery national 
drugs strategy 2017-25, with date completed or date expected to be completed included in tabu-
lar form. [17435/20]

21/07/2020WRNN05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The national drug strategy, Reducing 
Harm, Supporting Recovery, sets out government policy on drug and alcohol use until 2025. 
The strategy aims to provide an integrated public health approach to drug and alcohol use, 
focused on reducing the harms for individuals, families and communities and promoting reha-
bilitation and recovery.

The Programme for Government endorses the national drugs strategy as providing a road-
map to treating the use of substances as a public health issue and to promoting a compassionate 
approach to people who use drugs.
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The strategy contains 50 actions for delivery between 2017 to 2020. The implementation 
of these actions is monitored though the national oversight structures, supported by the coordi-
nated system of monitoring, research and evaluation set out in the strategy.

A progress report on the implementation of the actions was published for the period to end 
2018 and a further report, to end 2019 is being finalised. As of 2018, four actions are complete, 
35 are in progress and 11 are not yet started.

The Department is preparing to carry out a review of the actions of the strategy at the end of 
2020, the third full year of the strategy. The review will reflect on progress in implementing the 
strategy, and provide the flexibility to introduce new measures to address emerging needs. The 
review will be overseen by the national oversight committee.

I believe that the mid-term review is a timely opportunity to take account of the commit-
ments in the Programme for Government Our Shared Future, and to addresses the challenges 
from Covid-19 for drug and alcohol services. I look forward to working with the colleagues in 
Government and with stakeholders to complete the mid-term review.


