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05/03/2020WRA00400Defence Forces Properties

05/03/2020WRA005001. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans for a 
site (details supplied) in County Cork owned by his Department; the size of the site; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2647/20]

05/03/2020WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The land in ques-
tion, known as Fort Templebreedy, which comprises c.37 acres, remains an operational facility 
and continues to be used by the Defence Forces.  There are no plans under consideration to 
dispose of the site at this time. 

05/03/2020WRA00700Defence Forces Veterans Associations Funding

05/03/2020WRA008002. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
recognise all veteran organisations in view of the active participation and involvement of vet-
erans in organisations beyond those that receive State funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2726/20]

05/03/2020WRA00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There are a range 
of ex-service associations, including comrades associations, officer and enlisted personnel as-
sociations. 

My Department formally recognises two veterans’ associations, O.N.E (Óglaigh Náisiúnta 
na hÉireann - Organisation of National Ex-Service men and Women) and IUNVA (Irish United 
Nations Veterans Association). 

These associations represent all former Defence Forces personnel irrespective of rank. My 
Department provides funding to both associations and there are no plans to formally recognise 
other veterans’ organisations. 

05/03/2020WRA01000Defence Forces Recruitment

05/03/2020WRA011003. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a person 
born on a certain date (details supplied) is eligible for the latest round of recruitment for the 
Defence Forces; the policy in relation to age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2748/20]

05/03/2020WRA01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): For General Ser-
vice recruitment the candidate must be between 18 and 25 years of age at the time of applica-
tion. As there is ongoing General Service recruitment the individual will be eligible to apply at 
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any time in 2020 on or after their 18th birthday. 

For the 2020 Cadetships, a candidate must be 18 years of age or above and under 26 years 
of age on 1 September 2020. Where a candidate at the time of application, has not reached 18 
years of age, the prior consent of the candidate’s parents or guardian, or other person in loco 
parentis, will be required.

05/03/2020WRA01300Military Aircraft Landings

05/03/2020WRA014004. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
a German Navy aircraft (details supplied) was at Baldonnell Aerodrome on 20 February 2020; 
if this was in connection with the large NATO exercise Defender 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2757/20]

05/03/2020WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that all foreign military aircraft wishing to overfly or land in this State require the 
permission of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade. This procedure was followed for the 
aircraft in question and it was facilitated for landing at Casement Aerodrome. 

05/03/2020WRA01600Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/03/2020WRA017005. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if Defence 
Forces personnel are participating in the NATO exercise Defender 2020 either as participants 
or observers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2758/20]

05/03/2020WRA01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): ‘Defender 2020’ 
is the largest US-led exercise in Europe in 25 years.  The exercise will involve the participation 
of 16 NATO Allies and at least 2 Partner countries. 

 No members of the Defence Forces are participating in the US-led ‘Defender 2020’ exer-
cise either as participants or observers

05/03/2020WRA01900Defence Forces

05/03/2020WRA020006. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a request can be 
facilitated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2797/20]

05/03/2020WRA02100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I can confirm 
that the Defence Forces will be participating in the 2020 St Patricks’ Day Parade in Kilmallock. 
The Community Support Section of my Department will be in contact with the event organisers 
to confirm the details.

05/03/2020WRA02200Army Barracks

05/03/2020WRA023007. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to reintro-
duce a new Army barracks in counties Cavan, Monaghan or the greater Border region in view 
of Brexit and the possible reintroduction of a hard Border; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2879/20]



5 March 2020

3

05/03/2020WRA02400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As part of a 
whole of Government approach, my Department continues to engage in forward planning with 
the other Departments involved in addressing all issues relevant to the decision of the United 
Kingdom to leave the European Union.

Ireland’s objectives for the Brexit process have been clear and consistent from the very be-
ginning.  Recognising the unique situation on the island of Ireland, the revised draft Protocol 
on Ireland and Northern Ireland provides important safeguards that the Good Friday Agreement 
will be protected in all its parts, including avoiding a hard border, protecting North South co-
operation and the all island economy.  It also protects the integrity of the EU’s Single Market 
and Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them.  The Agreement reached between the EU 
and the UK clearly achieves all of these objectives.  Prior to formally leaving the EU on 31st 
January last, members of the British Parliament voted in favour of the European Union (With-
drawal Agreement) Bill on 9th January, which implements the exit deal agreed with the EU last 
year. The ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement means that, regardless of the outcome of the 
Future Relationship negotiations, the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland will be in place and, 
as such, that there will be no hard border on the island.   

In these circumstances, there are no plans for a new Army barracks in counties Cavan, 
Monaghan or the greater Border region.  As I have said in the past, primary responsibility for 
the internal security of the State rests with the Minister for Justice and Equality and An Garda 
Síochána.  Accordingly, responsibility for the security aspect of border control rests with An 
Garda Síochána, while the Revenue Commissioners also have responsibilities relating to their 
particular mandate.

Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the provi-
sion of Aid to the Civil Power which, in practice, means to provide assistance and support to 
An Garda Síochána when requested to do so.  The Defence Forces also provide support to the 
Revenue Commissioners, again, when requested to do so. 

There is ongoing close liaison between An Garda  Síochána and the Defence Forces regard-
ing security matters and regular coordination and liaison meetings take place.  My Department 
continues to monitor the ongoing situation to ensure that both it and the Defence Forces are 
fully prepared to address any potential issues that might arise in the defence area as a conse-
quence of Brexit. 

05/03/2020WRA02500Air Corps Recruitment

05/03/2020WRA026008. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a new 
recruitment campaign for the Air Corps fire service will commence before end of quarter 2 of 
2020; and if not, the date on which it will commence. [3185/20]

05/03/2020WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The military 
authorities have advised that the Defence Forces do not recruit directly into the Air Corps Fire 
Service.

Aviation fire-fighting is a specialist area and all members of the Air Corps Crash Rescue 
Service must successfully pass the basic aviation firefighting course before they serve as active 
members of the Air Corps Crash Rescue service. 

The last Aviation Fire Fighters course was run in Q2 of 2019 and the organisation of future 
courses will be determined by the military authorities, in line with requirements.
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05/03/2020WRA02800Defence Forces Expenditure

05/03/2020WRA029009. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the capital 
allocation for Defence in 2020; and the expenditure allocations for major capital infrastructure 
projects in the Army, Air Corps, Naval Service and equipment. [3186/20]

05/03/2020WRA03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A capital expen-
diture allocation of €113 million has been allocated to Vote 36 Defence in 2020, an increase of 
€7 million on the corresponding 2019 NDP allocation. This is in accordance with the National 
Development Plan, which provides for an overall capital allocation of €541 million for Defence 
for the period 2018 to 2022.

The main categories of capital expenditure in the 2020 Defence allocation are as follows:

-  Capability Development - €76 million;

-  Defence Forces Built Infrastructure - €20 million;

-  Military Transport - €6 million;

-  Defence Forces Communication and Information Technology Equipment - €5 million;

-  Other Equipment - €6 million.

This level of capital funding allows the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of 
sustained equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps 
and Naval Service, as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper.

It also demonstrates the Government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring that the Defence 
Forces have the capabilities necessary to deliver on all their assigned roles, both at home and 
overseas. 

05/03/2020WRA03100Military Aircraft

05/03/2020WRA0320010. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the date on 
which three new aircraft (details supplied) came into the fleet and-or use. [3187/20]

05/03/2020WRA03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Defence Forces to 
carry out their roles as assigned by Government.

The White Paper on Defence provides for the replacement of the current Air Corps Cessna 
fleet with three larger aircraft which will be equipped for Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Ac-
quisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR). Following an open tender competition, a contract was 
placed with Pilatus Aircraft Ltd in December 2017 at a cost of some €32m plus VAT for the 
provision of three PC-12 fixed wing utility aircraft suitably equipped for ISTAR tasks which 
will replace the Cessna FR 172H fleet. The contract is well underway and it is expected that the 
three aircraft will be delivered in 2020.

The Deputy may wish to note that the White Paper  also provides for the replacement of 
the two CASA 235 Maritime Patrol Aircraft with consideration of their replacement with larger 
more capable aircraft, which would enhance maritime surveillance and provide a greater degree 
of utility for transport and cargo carrying tasks. Following a tender competition a contract was 
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awarded to Airbus Defence and Space in December 2019 for delivery to two C295 Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft. 

In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence has 
been increased to €113 million for 2020, an increase of €7 million on the 2019 NDP alloca-
tion. The NDP provides for a total of €541 million over the period 2018 to 2022. This level of 
capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to continue the programme of sustained 
equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant 
investment programme over recent years. The replacement of the Air Corps Cessna aircraft and 
the CASA 235 Maritime Patrol Aircraft are among the projects included for funding.

05/03/2020WRA03400Defence Forces Records

05/03/2020WRA0350011. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when docu-
mentation which has been requested by a person (details supplied) in County Cork in relation 
to their job application to the Defence Forces will issue to the person; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3464/20]

05/03/2020WRA03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The military 
authorities have advised me that the requested documentation will be forwarded directly to the 
individual.

05/03/2020WRA03700Defence Forces Expenditure

05/03/2020WRA0380012. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the projects 
funded by Defence capital expenditure from 2016 to 2019; the projects planned in 2020; and 
the specific funding allocated to each. [3560/20]

05/03/2020WRA03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Gross Defence 
capital expenditure outturn over the years 2016 to 2019 was €429 million. This level of fund-
ing facilitated a programme of sustained equipment replacement and renewal and infrastructure 
development, as set out in the Defence White Paper.  

Major Defence capital projects are multi annual in nature and expenditure can span a num-
ber of years.  The following table outlines the major capital equipment projects which were pro-
gressed over the 2016 to 2019 period.  Project 1 is now concluded; Projects 2 to 6 will continue 
in 2020 and will be funded from overall available capital funds.

Major Capital Equipment Projects from 2016 to 2019:

 Project Expenditure 2016-2019*
1. Naval Service Vessel Replacement Programme (Concluding Phase of 
Programme)

€83.0m

2. CASA Maritime Patrol Aircraft Replacement Programme €55.4m
3. Armoured Personnel Carrier Fleet Mid-Life Upgrade €57.4m 
4. Air Corps Fixed Wing Utility Aircraft Project €29.0m 
5. Mid-Life Refit of Naval Service Vessels €6.1m 
6. Virtual Desktop Architecture IT Project €9.9m

*2019 figures are provisional   
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Over the period referenced, further capital expenditure was invested in a range of additional 
programmes including force protection, transport, communications and information technol-
ogy, weapons and ammunition systems.

Along with equipment programmes, capital investment in Defence Forces Built Infrastruc-
ture of €46 million over the period from 2016 to 2019 has facilitated the modernisation and 
renewal of barrack infrastructure across a broad range of military installations throughout the 
country. 

A capital expenditure allocation of €113 million has been allocated to Vote 36 Defence in 
2020, an increase of €7 million on the corresponding 2019 NDP allocation. This is in accor-
dance with the overall National Development Plan, which provides for a total capital allocation 
of €541 million for Defence for the period 2018 to 2022.

The main categories of capital expenditure in the 2020 Defence allocation are as follows:

-  Capability Development - €76 million;

-  Defence Forces Built Infrastructure - €20 million;

-  Military Transport - €6 million;

-  Defence Forces Communication and Information Technology Equipment - €5 million;

-  Other Equipment - €6 million.

This level of capital funding demonstrates the Government’s ongoing commitment to ensur-
ing that the Defence Forces have the capabilities necessary to deliver on all their assigned roles, 
both at home and overseas. 

05/03/2020WRA04000Defence Forces Data

05/03/2020WRA0410013. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the funding 
provided to improve Defence Forces accommodation from 2016 to 2019; the projects planned 
in 2020; and the specific funding allocated to each. [3561/20]

05/03/2020WRA04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In order to ensure 
that the Defence Forces have the capability to deliver on all of the roles assigned by Govern-
ment, I am committed to the development and improvement of the physical environment and 
living conditions in military installations throughout the country. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that from 2016 to 2019 some €98.3m was spent on the mainte-
nance, refurbishment and the development of infrastructure projects including Defence Forces 
accommodation.

In this context and looking to the future, I can confirm that a 5 year Defence Forces Built 
Infrastructural Programme has recently been published.  This Programme, developed together 
with the military authorities, will provide a blueprint for investment in the Defence Forces built 
infrastructure over a multi annual timeframe.  The plan will ensure that the required capital 
funding is prioritised. The list of projects for delivery will be updated annually to form the basis 
for the selection of capital projects under the programme into the future.   

In regards to 2020 planned projects, a number of the following capital projects are currently 
at various stages of development from design tender to project commencement including:
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-  Construction of new Gymnasia at Sarsfield Barracks, Limerick, €3.3 million

-  Construction  of a new Cadet School Headquarters Building in the Curragh, €2.1m

-  Upgrade to waste and water services at Coolmoney Camp, €1 million

-  Upgrade and Refurbishment of two buildings at McKee Barracks, €7.5 million

-  Upgrade of No.8 &9 Block Haulbowline and Construction of one new Block/upgrade of 
No. 1 Block at Collins Barracks, €12.6 million

-  Upgrading of underground services at Barracks in Kilkenny, Dundalk, Galway Finner 
Camp,and Casement Aerodrome, €2.8 million

-  Upgrade of Electric Target Range, DFTC, €2.4 million

-  Upgrade of the former USAC Complex in Galway,€6.5 million

-  Remediation of Spencer Jetty, Haulbowline Naval Base,€2.6 million

05/03/2020WRA04300Departmental Budgets

05/03/2020WRA0440014. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the outturn for 
Vote 36 of the Defence budget in 2019; and the extent of the variation from the original 2019 
estimate. [3562/20]

05/03/2020WRA04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Gross Bud-
get Allocation for Vote 36 Defence for 2019 was some €758m and the provisional outturn is 
€756.1m. An amount of €1.9m was required to meet a shortfall on the Army Pensions Vote 
which was dealt with by a Supplementary Estimate on Vote 35, approved in December 2019.

05/03/2020WRA04600Departmental Budgets

05/03/2020WRA0470015. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the outturn for 
Vote 35 of the Defence budget in 2019; and the extent of the variation from the original 2019 
estimate. [3563/20]

05/03/2020WRA04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Gross Al-
location for Vote 35 Army Pensions for 2019 was €251.033 million, which included a Supple-
mentary Estimate of €1.9 million, approved in December 2019. The Supplementary Estimate 
was funded by a corresponding amount from Vote 36 Defence. The provisional outturn for Vote 
35 for 2019 is €250.966 million.

05/03/2020WRA04900Defence Forces Strength

05/03/2020WRA0500016. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the strength of 
the Permanent Defence Forces as of 29 February 2020; the breakdown by rank across the three 
services; the gender breakdown of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3564/20]

05/03/2020WRA05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The details of the 
strength of the Permanent Defence Force across the Army, Naval Service and Air Corps as at 
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31st January (the latest date for which such data is available); the breakdown of all ranks across 
the three services; and the gender breakdown of same are available at the following link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-16-5-3-20_en.pdf”>Strength of Defence Forces</a>]

05/03/2020WRA05200Defence Forces Reserve Strength

05/03/2020WRA0530017. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the strength of 
the Defence Forces Reserve as of 29 February 2020 with regard to the three services and each 
rank; the gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3565/20]

05/03/2020WRA05400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Reserve De-
fence Force (RDF) is comprised of the First Line Reserve (FLR), the Army Reserve (AR) and 
the Naval Service Reserve (NSR).  

The most up to date figures available for the effective strength of the Army Reserve (AR) 
and Naval Service Reserve (NSR), as of 31 January 2020, are set out in the following tables.

 Effec-
tive

 Lt 
Col

Com-
dt

Capt  Lt Total 
Of-
ficers

SM BQMS CS CQMS SGT CPL Total 
NCO 

Pte Total 

Army 
Re-
serve 
(AR)

 3 43 87 104 237 1 4 32 45  214 293 589 702 1528 

Naval 
Ser-
vice 
Re-
serve 
(NSR)

 0  3 9  5 17  0  4 5  0 7 26 42 72 131

The breakdown of females of the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve for the same 
period is as follows:

 Effec-
tive

 Lt 
Col

 Com-
dt

 Capt  Lt  Total 
Of-
ficers

 SM  BQMS  CS  CQMS  SGT  CPL  Total 
NCO 

 Pte  Total 

Army 
Re-
serve 
(AR)

 0 3 10 18 31 0 0  0 2 14 55  71 99 201 

Naval 
Ser-
vice 
Re-
serve 
(NSR)

 0  0  0 2 2  0  0 0 0 0  4 4  14  20

The substantive strength of the First line Reserve for the same period is as follows:

Formation  Officer  NCO PTE  Total
Army  9  12 136  157
Air Corps   4  21  25
Naval Service  10  12  86  108
 Total  19  28  243  290

*The gender breakdown of the FLR is not available
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The Government appreciates the service of the Reserve Defence Force and recognises its 
importance in contributing to Ireland’s defence capabilities.

05/03/2020WRA05500Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/03/2020WRA0560018. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
additional recruits to the Permanent Defence Forces in 2019 with regard to the three services; 
the gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3566/20]

05/03/2020WRA05700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following ta-
ble shows the total inductions to the Permanent Defence Force in 2019, broken down by branch 
and gender. This encompasses general service recruits, cadets, apprentices and direct entrants.

  Total  Male  Female
 Total Inductions*  615  571  44
 Army  465  426  39
 Navy  114  110  4
 Air Corps  36  35  1
* includes10 serving soldiers who were awarded a cadetship. 

05/03/2020WRA05800Defence Forces Reserve

05/03/2020WRA0590019. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
additional recruits to the Defence Forces Reserve in 2019 with regard to the three services; the 
gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3567/20]

05/03/2020WRA06000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am advised 
by the military authorities that 114 new members have been inducted into the Army Reserve 
(AR)  and Naval Service Reserve (NSR) during 2019, broken down as follows:

  Total number inducted  Number of females inducted
 Army Reserve (AR)  97  8
 Naval Service Reserve (NSR)  17  2

The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment to the AR and NSR.  I am 
advised that it is intended that a recruitment campaign for the AR and NSR will be opened in 
March 2020.

05/03/2020WRA06100Defence Forces Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRA0620020. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the atten-
tion of his Department or the Defence Forces medical authorities were advised when deciding 
to allow melfoquine as the anti-malaria drug of first choice for Defence Forces personnel on 
overseas missions in sub-Saharan Africa that it could cause severe mental disturbances and 
psychiatric or neurological side effects in view of the World Health Organisation warning in 
1989. [3713/20]

05/03/2020WRA0630021. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the atten-
tion of his Department or the Defence Forces medical authorities were advised when deciding 
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to allow melfoquine as the anti-malaria drug of first choice for Defence Forces personnel on 
overseas missions in sub-Saharan Africa in particular in view of an article (details supplied) 
highlighting the World Health Organisation warning in 1989 that it could cause severe mental 
disturbances and psychiatric or neurological side effects. [3714/20]

05/03/2020WRA0640033. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the atten-
tion of the malaria chemoprophylaxis working group was drawn to the World Health Organisa-
tion report of 30 September 1989 that the drug lariam may cause severe mental disturbances 
and other psychiatric or neurological side effects; if the report and other subsequent reports or 
inquiries were taken into account in preparation of their reports; and when the reports of the 
group will be published. [3730/20]

05/03/2020WRA06500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 20, 21 and 33 together.

I am advised that the Defence Forces Medical Policy on the use of malaria chemoprophy-
laxis (including the use of Lariam) is in line with United Nations and World Health Organisa-
tion guidelines.

UN Medical Support Manual 2015 Edition serves as the standard reference document on 
medical support aspects of United Nations peacekeeping operations and political missions in the 
field. This Manual provides that anti-malarial medicines can be used to prevent malaria. It does 
not make any recommendations as to which chemoprophylaxis should be used but rather makes 
reference to the World Health Organisation (WHO) International Travel and Health Handbook 
for the latest information on malaria chemoprophylaxis. The WHO Handbook provides for a 
range of anti-malarials, which includes mefloquine (Lariam). The WHO Handbook notes that 
there are specific contraindications and possible side-effects for all anti-malarial drugs.

The report of the Malaria Chemoprophylaxis Working Group was prepared in the context 
of current and potential litigation, and is therefore legally privileged and will not be published. 

05/03/2020WRB00200Defence Forces Reports

05/03/2020WRB0030022. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the find-
ings and recommendations of the Malaria Chemoprophylaxis Working Groups 2011-2013 and 
2015-2017; if they have been published; the actions the implementation group has taken to give 
effect to those recommendations; and the frequency with which the group met. [3715/20]

05/03/2020WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Malaria 
Chemoprophylaxis Working Group referred to by the Deputy reported in April 2013 and subse-
quently in October 2017.  As these reports were prepared in the context of current and potential 
litigation, they are legally privileged and will not be published. 

The second Working Group report, finalised in October 2017, made a number of recom-
mendations  intended to ensure that the Defence Forces medical policies and practices continue 
to develop in light of best practice. These recommendations focused on a number of different 
areas, including planning, training, education and information sharing. There is also a recom-
mendation to establish a Medical Advisory Group to provide ongoing expert medical advice, 
including that of external experts, to the Defence Forces in relation to a range of medical mat-
ters including malaria chemoprophylaxis. An Implementation Group subsequently established 
to progress these recommendations has met on six occasions to date and is progressing its work 
through a structured plan. 
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Given that there is litigation pending in relation to these matters which is being managed 
by the State Claims Agency, the Deputy will appreciate that it would be inappropriate for me to 
comment further. 

05/03/2020WRB00500Defence Forces Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRB0060023. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
doxycycline is not the anti-malaria drug of first choice for Defence Forces personnel on over-
seas missions in sub-Saharan Africa. [3716/20]

05/03/2020WRB0070030. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
malarone is not the anti-malaria drug of first choice for Defence Forces personnel on overseas 
missions in sub-Saharan Africa. [3727/20]

05/03/2020WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 23 and 30 together.

There are three anti-malarial drugs that continue to be used by the Defence Forces, namely 
Mefloquine (Lariam), Malarone and Doxycycline, any one of which may be prescribed as ap-
propriate.  The use of anti-malarial drugs is a medical matter to be decided by medical profes-
sionals. In the Defence Forces, these are matters for highly qualified medical officers having 
regard to the specific circumstances of the mission and the individual member of the Defence 
Forces.

05/03/2020WRB00900Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/03/2020WRB0100024. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of members of the Defence Forces that left their posts in 2019, by rank in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3720/20]

05/03/2020WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table shows the number of Permanent Defence Force personnel, broken down by rank, who 
discharged between 1st January and the 31st December 2019: 

Rank Number Discharged 
LT GEN 0
MAJ GEN 2
BRIG GEN 2
COL 4
LT COL 11
COMDT 27
CAPT 21
LT 3
SGT MAJ 9
BQMS 9
CS 28
CQMS 15
SGT 98
CPL 117
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Rank Number Discharged 
PTE 3* 347
 Trained total 693
  
PTE 2* 20
REC 150
APPR 3
CADET 12
In Training Total 185
  
 Total Departures  878
Personnel leave the Defence Forces for a variety of reasons including on age grounds, at 

end of contract and voluntary discharges.  A long term average of just over 20% of personnel 
depart while in training.

The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment to the Defence Forces and to 
retaining sufficient personnel, to ensure that the Defence Forces can operate effectively across 
all roles. In this context, the Government’s High Level Implementation Plan “Strengthening 
Our Defence Forces - Phase 1” sets out a range of measures to tackle recruitment and retention 
issues in the Permanent Defence Force. Implementation of this plan is a priority for civil and 
military management.

05/03/2020WRB01200Defence Forces Personnel Data

05/03/2020WRB0130025. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of members of the Defence Forces that served overseas on missions during 2019; the number 
currently serving overseas; the locations in which they are serving; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3722/20]

05/03/2020WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number of 
members of the Defence Forces that served overseas on missions during 2019 was 1,788.

As of 3rd   March 2020, Ireland is contributing 589 Defence Forces personnel to 10 different 
missions throughout the world and also to a range of international organisations and National 
representations.  

The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are 
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 354 personnel and the United Na-
tions Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in Syria with 138 personnel.

Details of all personnel currently serving overseas are listed below.

Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas

As of 3rd March 2020    

UN MISSIONS  
UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon) HQ

9 

UNIFIL 115th Infantry Battalion 337 
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UN MISSIONS  
UNIFIL Sector  West 8 
UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision 
Organisation) Israel & Syria

11

MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara)

2

MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo)

3 

UNDOF (COS Staff/FHQ Staff - Camp 
Faouar - Bravo side)

9 

UNDOF 60th Infantry Group (Camp Faouar 
- Bravo side) 

129 

MINUSMA (Irish Defence Forces Task 
Unit) Mali 

13 

Total 521 
UN MANDATED MISSIONS  
EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina)

5 

EUTM Mali (EU-Led Training Mission) 20
KFOR (International Security Presence in 
Kosovo) HQ

13 

Naval Service EU Naval Mission (Op So-
phia)  OHQ

3 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSON-
NEL SERVING WITH UN MISSIONS

562 

ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)

 

Staff Officer, High Level Planning Group, 
Vienna

1 

EU MILITARY STAFF  
Brussels  6
EU BATTLE GROUP  
German Led Battle Group 202-2, FHQ, 
Stadtallendorf

10 

MILITARY   REPRESENTAIVES/ADVIS-
ERS/STAFF

 

Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to 
UN, New York

1 

Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, 
Vienna

1 

Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 4
Liaison Officer of Ireland, NATO / PfP 
(Brussels)

3 

EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORC-
ES   PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS

589 
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05/03/2020WRB01500Air Corps

05/03/2020WRB0160026. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the addi-
tional investment made in both personnel and equipment for the Air Corps in 2019; his plans to 
make further investment in personnel for the Air Corps in 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3723/20]

05/03/2020WRB01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Government 
is currently investing in the replacement of the existing five Cessna aircraft with three larger 
and more capable fixed wing utility Pilatus PC 12 aircraft.   It is expected that the three aircraft 
will be delivered in 2020. In addition, a tender competition has recently concluded for the re-
placement of the CASA Maritime Patrol aircraft with two new C-295 Maritime Patrol Aircraft.   
The new aircraft are scheduled for delivery in 2023. 

In terms of personnel a total of 36 personnel were inducted into the Air Corps in 2019 com-
prised of 18 General Service recruits, 10 Cadets and 8 apprentices. A number of former Air 
Corps pilots have also been re-commissioned as flying officers. As there is ongoing recruitment 
for General Service recruits  the 2020 recruitment process has already commenced and a com-
petition for the recruitment of Air Corps Apprentice Aircraft Technicians is underway. The 2020 
Cadet competition will also see the intake of further Air Corps cadets, when launched.

A service commitment scheme for pilots in the Air Corps has also been implemented. This 
was a measure recommended by the Public Service Pay Commission (PSPC) to improve the 
retention of flying officers . Other measures recommended by the PSPC, that apply to the Air 
Corps and broader Defence Forces, are also being implemented.

05/03/2020WRB01800Defence Forces Funding

05/03/2020WRB0190027. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans 
to make funding available for the refurbishment of the equestrian stables at the Defence Forces 
Equitation School in McKee Barracks; if a request has been submitted by Defence Forces man-
agement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3724/20]

05/03/2020WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I can confirm to 
the Deputy that there are no major refurbishment projects for the Army Equitation School cur-
rently under consideration.

05/03/2020WRB02100Army Barracks

05/03/2020WRB0220028. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
spent on maintenance and refurbishment to Cathal Brugha Barracks and McKee Barracks in 
each of the years 2017 to 2019; if the barracks are due for refurbishment in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3725/20]

05/03/2020WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In order to ensure 
that the Defence Forces have the capability to deliver on all of the roles assigned by Govern-
ment, I am committed to the development and improvement of the physical environment and 
living conditions in military installations throughout the country. The Defence Forces Built 
Infrastructure Programme, is compiled on a priority needs basis by my Department in conjunc-
tion with the Military Authorities.
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To this end, I can confirm that from 2017 to 2019 €5.4m was spent on Cathal Brugha and 
€2.3m on McKee Barracks respectively on various maintenance and refurbishment projects/
works.  

Funding has been approved for expenditure in the region of €3.3m in 2020 across both 
Barracks on various projects including the ongoing upgrade works of Blocks 1 & 2 in Cathal 
Brugha and the commencement of significant refurbishment works of Blocks H & F in McKee 
Barracks.

05/03/2020WRB02400Defence Forces Recruitment

05/03/2020WRB0250029. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the 
2020 recruitment campaigns for the Naval Service and Air Corps will commence; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3726/20]

05/03/2020WRB02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The 2020 Re-
cruitment Campaigns for both the Naval Service and the Air Corps have already commenced, 
with the following competitions currently ongoing:

-  General Service Recruitment

-  Air Corps Apprentice Aircraft Technician

-  Naval Service Direct Entry Engine Room Artificer Technician

-  Naval Service Direct Entry Chef

-  Naval Service Electrical Artificer

-  Naval Service Hull Artificer

-  Naval Service Radio/Radar Technician 

-  Naval Service Direct Entry Officers

It is also anticipated that the upcoming 2020 Cadetships competitions will commence short-
ly.

Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 23.

05/03/2020WRB02800Defence Forces Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRB0290031. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
the Defence Forces as of 12 January 2020 took the belated decision to in future offer an alterna-
tive to the anti-malaria drug lariam to members of the Defence Forces operating overseas; and 
if he plans to act on the unopposed decision of the Dáil Éireann motion of 28 June 2017 to draw 
up a plan of action to help alleviate and address ongoing concerns. [3728/20]

05/03/2020WRB03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Medical policy in 
the Defence Forces is kept under constant review to ensure that best practice is adhered to at all 
times. As I indicated to the Deputy in response to the Private Members’ Motion of the 28th June 
2017 regarding the anti-malarial drug Lariam, and on other occasions, the use of anti-malarial 
drugs is a medical matter to be decided by medical professionals. In the Defence Forces, these 
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are matters for highly qualified medical officers having regard to the specific circumstances of 
the mission and the individual member of the Defence Forces. 

There are three anti-malarial drugs, namely Lariam, Malarone and Doxycycline which con-
tinue to be used by the Defence Forces. The selection by a Medical Officer of the most appropri-
ate drug for use is a complex one and dependent on a number of factors. Significant precautions 
are taken by the Medical Officers in assessing the medical suitability of personnel to take any of 
the anti-malarial medications. It is the policy of the Defence Forces that personnel are individu-
ally screened for fitness for service overseas and medical suitability for all missions, and not 
just those to sub-Saharan Africa. 

The decision on which medication to prescribe will continue to be made by the examining 
Medical Officer following consultation with the individual during their overseas deployment 
assessment.

05/03/2020WRB03100Defence Forces Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRB0320032. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will 
order a full health screening of all serving and former members of the Defence Forces to assess 
the effects on their health by the compulsory ingestion of lariam in view of the decision to offer 
an alternative anti-malaria drug to Defence Forces personnel operating overseas (details sup-
plied). [3729/20]

05/03/2020WRB03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The use of anti-
malarial drugs is a medical matter to be decided by medical professionals. In the Defence 
Forces, these are matters for highly qualified medical officers having regard to the specific cir-
cumstances of the mission and the individual member of the Defence Forces. 

The selection by a Medical Officer of the most appropriate drug for use is a complex one and 
dependent on a number of factors. Significant precautions are taken by the Medical Officers in 
assessing the medical suitability of personnel to take any of the anti-malarial medications, all 
of which have contraindications and side effects. I am advised that the Defence Forces Medi-
cal Policy on the use of malaria chemoprophylaxis (including the use of Lariam) is in line with 
United Nations and World Health Organisation guidelines. 

Defence Forces personnel posted overseas are comprehensively medically assessed in ad-
vance of and post-deployment, and are subject to routine medical assessments. Personnel also 
have access on an ongoing basis to the wide range of medical supports available to the Defence 
Forces.

Question No. 33 answered with Question No. 20.

05/03/2020WRB03500Defence Forces Pensions

05/03/2020WRB0360034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 87 of 12 November 2019, when disability pensions awarded in 
court to military personnel should be regarded as payment in double (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3805/20]

05/03/2020WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): At the outset, 
I should first explain that disability pensions are awarded by the Minister for Defence under 
the Army Pensions Acts 1923 to 1980 (as amended) rather than the Courts, as indicated in the 
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Deputy’s question.

The Army Pensions Acts provide for the grant of pensions and gratuities to former members 
of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) in respect of permanent disablement due to a wound or 
injury attributable to military service (whether at home or abroad) or due to disease attributable 
to or aggravated by overseas service with the United Nations.  Section 13(2) of the Army Pen-
sions Act 1923, as amended, provides that any alternative compensation received for the same 
injury or medical condition for which an award is being made under the Army Pensions Acts, 
may be taken into consideration in fixing the level of disability pension or gratuity that might 
otherwise be awarded under the Army Pensions Acts.   All aspects of each such case, including, 
in particular, representations made by, or on behalf of, the individual, are fully considered and a 
bona fide decision is made in each individual case.  The statutory provisions in question relate 
to members of the PDF only.

The Courts have held previously that the function of the Minister (for Defence) under Sec-
tion 13(2) is to take the compensation into consideration and to make a bona fide individual 
decision on the merits of each case.  The Courts have also held that the Minister (for Defence) 
may take into consideration that part of the damages which can properly be regarded as general 
damages or that part which can properly be regarded as referable to loss of earnings, or both 
these parts, as he considers proper.  Alternatively, the Minister, having regard to the circum-
stances of the case, may decide to take none of the compensation into account.

I am satisfied that the relevant statutory provisions of the Army Pensions Acts were correct-
ly applied in the case referred to in Parliamentary Question number 87 of 12 November 2019.

05/03/2020WRB03800Defence Forces Properties

05/03/2020WRB0390035. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
engagement between his Department and the Department of Education and Skills on the site 
selection process for a new school build (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3909/20]

05/03/2020WRB04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The provision of 
schools and associated issues is, in the first instance, a matter for my colleague the Minister for 
Education and Skills.

The lands in the area of the Defence Forces Training Centre form part of the Curragh Plains, 
a site unique in terms of its archaeological, environmental, historical and cultural heritage. 

As custodian of the Curragh Plains, my Department is very aware of the competing chal-
lenges faced in relation to conservation of the land and requests for portions of the land to be 
made available for various reasons and particularly the demographic pressures on schools in 
the Kildare area.

The Department of Education and Skills wrote to my Department enquiring as to the avail-
ability of a suitable site for the provision of a post-primary school from within the Department’s 
property portfolio in South Kildare. 

As the Curragh contains an operational military installation, officials from my Department 
recently received a very detailed report from the military authorities on the wide-ranging impli-
cations of the request, and I am advised that my officials are currently considering the response 
received.
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05/03/2020WRB04100Working Holiday Visas

05/03/2020WRB0420036. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a matter regarding a holiday visa for a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2601/20]

05/03/2020WRB04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Working Holiday Agreement between Ireland and the United States allows Irish and US citi-
zens to work and travel in each others’ country for up to 12 months. Citizens of the United 
States may avail of the programme on more than one occasion as long as they meet all of the 
requirements each time.

However, applicants may not apply for a second or subsequent WHA programme for at least 
one year after the date of expiry of their previous WHA. Furthermore, applicants seeking to ap-
ply to the programme for a second or subsequent time must have abided by the terms of their 
previous WHA(s) and must have left Ireland before expiry of their previous WHA(s).  Further 
information is available on www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/usa/our-services/visas/working-holiday-
authorisation/.

US citizens do not need a visa to come to Ireland for tourism or similar reasons. However, 
other immigration procedures apply. Further details are available on www.inis.gov.ie. 

05/03/2020WRB04400Election Monitoring Missions

05/03/2020WRB0450037. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the names of the observers appointed to the most recent election observer roster will be made 
available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2691/20]

05/03/2020WRB04600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade administers and maintains a roster of 
suitably skilled individuals who are available to deploy on international election observation 
missions organised, in the main, by the European Union (EU) and the Office of Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights of Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE-
ODIHR).

A new roster was put in place in January 2019. Throughout 2019 the persons shortlisted 
to that roster underwent training and security vetting.  Subject to pending clarification of the 
Department’s obligations under the EU General Data Protection Regulation GDPR., it is my in-
tention that the list of names of members of the new roster will be attached to the public record.

05/03/2020WRB04700Foreign Awards to Irish Citizens

05/03/2020WRB0480038. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the instances since 2009 to date in 2020 in which consideration was given to a request 
by an Irish citizen to accept a title of nobility or honour in accordance with Article 40.2.2 of 
Bunreacht na hÉireann, by date of consideration, name of requestor, title or honour concerned 
and the decision by the Government to approve or not to approve in tabular form; the legisla-
tive instrument which ensures the practical application of Article 40.2.2; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2709/20]

05/03/2020WRB04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
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reference in Article 40.2.2 of the Constitution to “title of nobility or of honour” has been inter-
preted, in accordance with advice from the Attorney General, as referring to honours conferred 
by or on behalf of a sovereign authority, the recipients of which become entitled, by the law or 
custom of the foreign State in question, to use prefixes to their names such as “Sir”, “Dame”, 
“Lord” or “Marquis”. 

It is these types of award which are brought to the attention of Government. The table below 
lists instances in the period under review where the Government considered such awards. The 
recipients of the awards in each instance are dual Irish-British citizens.

On the other hand, awards which provide for the use of letters or marks of distinction after 
one’s name; medals; ribbons; or academic honours are not regarded as conferring a title of no-
bility or of honour in this context. 

In relation to the first six instances and the ninth instance summarised in the table below, 
the prior approval of the Government was sought and secured before acceptance of the title of 
nobility or honour by the Irish citizen concerned.

In relation to the seventh and eighth instances summarised below, the honours in question 
were extended to the Irish citizens concerned in 2014 before the conferral was brought to the 
attention of the Government in 2015. As no facility exists for retrospective approval, the Gov-
ernment took note of the granting of the awards and their acceptance by the Irish citizens con-
cerned. My Department regularly informs the authorities of countries concerned that the prior 
approval of the Government should be sought in instances where substantive awards are to be 
conferred on an Irish citizen. 

It is noted that rights, privileges or dignities deriving from the award of a title of nobility or 
honour subsist solely within the jurisdiction conferring it and any other jurisdiction that may 
recognise rights, privileges or dignities as flowing from it. Under Irish law such a title has no 
significance in terms of conferring rights, entitlements or dignities.

Date of Consider-
ation by the Govern-
ment   

Country Conferring 
the Award   

Title of Award   Government Deci-
sion   

07/05/2013 UK Knighthood (Knight 
Bachelor)   

Approved 

30/12/2013 UK Damehood (Com-
mander of the Order)   

Approved 

10/06/2014 UK Knighthood (Knight 
Bachelor)   

Approved 

10/06/2014 UK Knighthood (Knight 
Bachelor)   

Approved 

09/06/2015 UK Knighthood (Knight 
Bachelor)   

Approved 

03/11/2015 Grenada Knight Grand Cross 
of the Most Distin-
guished Order of the 
Nation   

Approved 

03/11/2015 Antigua and Barbuda   Knight Grand Cross 
of the Most Distin-
guished Order of the 
Nation   

Noted 
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Date of Consider-
ation by the Govern-
ment   

Country Conferring 
the Award   

Title of Award   Government Deci-
sion   

03/11/2015 Antigua and Barbuda    Knight Commander 
of the Most Distin-
guished Order of the 
Nation   

Noted 

17/05/2016  UK Knighthood (Knight 
Bachelor)   

Approved 

05/03/2020WRB05000Middle East Peace Process

05/03/2020WRB0510039. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recent peace plan announcement for the Middle East put forward by the ad-
ministration of the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2715/20]

05/03/2020WRB05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
already commented publicly  on the US Middle East plan. My statement following the release 
of the plan on 28 January was as follows: 

“The US initiative on the Middle East Peace Process has just been announced. I have en-
gaged very actively with the US Middle East team over the past three years. I have made clear 
that Ireland would be willing to support any peace initiative that respected the international pa-
rameters for a two-state solution and UN Security Council resolutions, and provided a basis to 
meet the aspirations of both peoples. We need to see the details and assess the full implications 
of the US initiative, but from what I have heard so far, the proposed plan does not meet this 
threshold. A successful resolution of the conflict can only be reached if both parties are included 
on an equal basis and can work together for an agreed outcome. No solution can be imposed 
and no unilateral moves should take place.I am deeply concerned by the comments made by 
PM Netanyahu today regarding extending Israeli sovereignty over the Jordan Valley and over 
settlements across the West Bank.  

Let me be clear - annexation of territory by force is prohibited under international law, 
including by the UN Charter. Such an action would be a decisive step away from the Oslo Ac-
cords, which both parties signed, and which Ireland has worked tirelessly to support for over 
25 years. It would also be a decisive step away from the commitment to an agreed solution 
between the parties; a solution which could be backed and supported by the international com-
munity as a whole.  

We will study the plan in more detail but our initial response is one of grave concern that it 
fails to achieve the balance and equality of esteem necessary to gain the support of both sides 
to the conflict and the international community.  

I intend to remain in close contact with the parties, the countries of the region, with our EU 
partners and with the US.” 

In the weeks since the announcement of the US plan, my EU colleagues and I have con-
tinued to stress that any solution will require the agreement of both parties, and that no unilat-
eral actions should take place. I welcomed the statement by the EU High Representative on 4 
February, which recalled the EU’s commitment a negotiated two-State solution, based on 1967 
lines; called on both sides to re-engage and to refrain from any unilateral actions contrary to 
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international law that could exacerbate tensions; and made clear that steps towards annexation, 
if implemented, could not pass unchallenged. 

Ireland’s longstanding support for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict re-
mains an integral aspect of our foreign policy, which I will continue to prioritise. 

05/03/2020WRB05300Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

05/03/2020WRB0540040. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the ongoing outstanding requests with the UK Government regarding inquiries into 
the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2872/20]

05/03/2020WRB05500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 May 
last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan bomb-
ings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flana-
gan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government. 

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 
May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions. We have consistently raised the issue with the British Government on a bilateral 
basis, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May 
2019.

I and Minister Flanagan have made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response 
from the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an 
urgent need for a response. 

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
senior political level and in official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all possible 
avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House and 
until a resolution is found.

The Government maintains a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the Forgot-
ten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 17 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

The Government has noted the announcement by the PSNI on 30 November that former 
Chief Constable Jon Boutcher will head an Independent Police Team to conduct an analytical 
report on the Glenanne Gang series of cases.  This is welcome.
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The Government is conscious that this work by Chief Constable Boutcher is very relevant 
to a number of cases of the utmost concern for victims’ families and survivors, both North and 
South, who suffered in the murderous attacks by the so-called Glenanne Gang. This includes 
the Hillcrest Bar bombing, and the Miami Showband attack, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in 
Dundalk and also, of course, the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.

It is to be hoped that the report being conducted by Chief Constable Boutcher will contrib-
ute to the long process of justice, truth and acknowledgement of what happened in these awful 
cases, where collusion is a feature.

Chief Constable Boutcher will be conducting a police investigation, and as such will be in 
a position to seek the cooperation of the Gardaí through the framework of Mutual Legal Assis-
tance, which underpins the excellent cooperation that exists between the Gardaí and the PSNI 
more broadly.

The Government will be supportive of facilitating this investigation, subject to the require-
ments of the law, as we have other investigative processes in Northern Ireland, in relation to the 
attacks conducted by Glenanne Gang and of course other cases from the Troubles.

In any scenario, we will continue to engage with the British Government, to pursue all pos-
sible avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House, 
until a satisfactory resolution is found.

05/03/2020WRB05600Foreign Policy

05/03/2020WRB0570041. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
efforts he has made to encourage dialogue to resolve the political impasse in Catalonia; the in-
tervention he has made to secure the release of elected representatives currently held in custody 
in Spain as a result of the referendum on independence organised by the Catalan Parliament; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2922/20]

05/03/2020WRB05800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department follows developments in Spain closely and I am aware of the legal cases to which 
the question refers.

I maintain contacts with my Spanish counterparts on a range of issues, including the situa-
tion in Catalonia.

The question of Catalan independence remains a deeply divisive and contentious issue in 
Catalonia and in the rest of Spain. I understand a process of dialogue recently commenced and 
that this is intended to last some time, with a variety actors appointed to discuss various issues 
of concern.

The constitutional and political arrangements in Spain are matters to be determined by their 
own citizens, through their own democratic processes and institutions, in keeping with the rule 
of law. We respect the constitutional and territorial integrity of Spain. It would therefore not be 
appropriate for me to comment further on the matter.

05/03/2020WRC00200Consular Services

05/03/2020WRC0030042. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he plans to open a new consulate general office in Osaka, Japan. [3193/20]
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05/03/2020WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): ‘Global 
Ireland – Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025 sets out the Government’s ambitions for expanding 
and deepening our international presence, influence and impact. It includes the expansion of 
Ireland’s Mission network which will deepen our impact across priority regions, provide op-
portunities to grow our trade and inward investment, strengthen political relationships with our 
partners, promote our values, and support Irish citizens and our diaspora abroad.  

The recently-launched “Global Ireland: Delivering in the Asia Pacific Region to 2025” plac-
es this strategy in a regional context  and contains measures to significantly enhance Ireland’s 
impact in Japan, including through the development of a new Ireland House  in Tokyo.  

Ireland enjoys excellent relations with Japan, fostered by our diplomats and State Agencies 
working together in Tokyo. While the possibility of new Missions is considered on an ongoing 
basis, Japan is not one of the countries currently earmarked for further expansion of our Mis-
sion network. 

05/03/2020WRC00500Ministerial Meetings

05/03/2020WRC0060043. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken to his Finnish counterpart since the last EU Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting. [3238/20]

05/03/2020WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
the last EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting, I have attended multilateral meetings at which 
Finland’s Minister for Foreign and European Affairs, Mr. Pekka Haavisto, was also present. 
However, I have not had the opportunity to have formal contact with him. I look forward to 
meeting him in the future, including at the extraordinary Foreign Affairs Council on 6 March.

05/03/2020WRC00800Diplomatic Representation

05/03/2020WRC0090044. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when the three new Irish embassies will be opened in 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3502/20]

05/03/2020WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 
2020, Ireland will open three new Embassies in Kyiv, Manila and Rabat. These openings reflect 
the expansion of Ireland’s Diplomatic Network as part of ‘Global Ireland – Ireland’s Global 
Footprint to 2025’. 

These openings will contribute to the expansion and deepening of Ireland’s international 
presence across priority regions, provide opportunities to grow our trade and inward invest-
ment, strengthen our political relationships with our partners, promote our values, and support 
Irish citizens and our diaspora abroad. 

Planning is currently underway to facilitate the opening of the three Embassies in the second 
half of the year, subject to the approval of the relevant national authorities.

05/03/2020WRC01100Brexit Negotiations

05/03/2020WRC0120045. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the status of Brexit negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3693/20]

05/03/2020WRC0130046. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the implementation of the Irish Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3694/20]

05/03/2020WRC0140049. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he and the European Union will take to protect the Irish fishing industry during the 
Brexit negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3697/20]

05/03/2020WRC0150052. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the most recent discussions at the Foreign Affairs Council in relation to Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3878/20]

05/03/2020WRC0160053. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of discussions at the General Affairs Council in relation to Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3879/20]

05/03/2020WRC01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 45, 46, 49, 52 and 53 together.

Brexit was not on the agenda for discussion at the Foreign Affairs Council on 17 February.  

The General Affairs Council on 25 February, adopted a Council Decision authorising the 
opening of the negotiations on the future relationship between the EU and the UK, together 
with a detailed set of negotiating directives.  I also met with EU Chief Negotiator, Michel Bar-
nier, in Brussels in advance of the General Affairs Council.

The EU mandate sets out the EU’s clear position, based on the Political Declaration agreed 
between the EU and the UK on 17 October 2019, as well as the European Council guidelines 
and conclusions. This provides a generous and fair foundation on which a new EU-UK relation-
ship can be built. 

There has been extensive interdepartmental co-ordination across Government to ensure that 
Ireland’s priorities are reflected in the EU mandate.  We have also worked closely with our EU 
partners to ensure that our collective approach to these negotiations reflects our priorities and 
interests. The mandate reflects the breadth and ambition on the part of the EU for a close and 
deep partnership with the UK. Of course, the level of ambition for the future partnership on the 
UK side will also influence what is possible to achieve. 

We welcome the continuing focus in the EU mandate on protecting the Good Friday Agree-
ment and on ensuring that issues arising from Ireland’s unique geographic situation are ad-
dressed, as well as the Common Travel Area.  Protecting the Good Friday Agreement and the 
gains of the Peace Process in all circumstances continue to be key priorities for Ireland and 
these priorities are shared by our EU partners.

The UK Government published its approach to the negotiations on 27 February, in advance 
of the start of negotiations between the EU and the UK on Monday, 2 March. Negotiation 
rounds will alternate between London and Brussels, and, on the EU side, will be conducted 
on behalf of the 27 Member States, by the Task Force for Relations with the United Kingdom, 
under Michel Barnier, and the Commission.

It is welcome that the negotiations have opened in respect of a broad range of issues, as 
reflected in the mandate, with negotiations planned and underway on: 
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(i)     Trade in Goods

(ii)    Trade in Services and Investment and other issues

(iii)   Transport (Aviation & Other)

(iv)    Horizontal Arrangements and Governance

(v)     Energy (Civil Nuclear Co-operation & Other)

(vi)    Participation in Union Programmes

(vii)   Level Playing Field for open and fair Competition

(viii)  Law Enforcement and Judicial Co-operation in Criminal Matters

(ix)    Mobility and Social Security Co-ordination

(x)     Thematic Co-operation

(xi)    Fisheries

Given the UK position that the transition period will not be extended beyond the end of 
2020, as Michel Barnier has indicated, it may not be possible to reach agreement on all issues 
currently being discussed as part of the negotiations in the available time.  We will continue to 
work closely and assess progress with our EU partners as the talks progress. 

The Political Declaration sets out a commitment to establish a new fisheries agreement on, 
inter alia, upholding access to waters and quota shares, within the context of the overall eco-
nomic partnership. This issue was one which I discussed with Michel Barnier in Brussels last 
week and I welcome that he has been clear, that fisheries is part of the negotiations package, 
linked to FTA in goods and level playing field issues.

The work of the period ahead will be to achieve an ambitious and fair partnership that works 
for the benefit of all, and provides a new and strong foundation for the EU-UK relationship. 

At the same time, it is important to see the implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement.  
The link between implementation and Future Relationship negotiations is also reflected in the 
mandate.

The ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement means that, regardless of the outcome of the 
EU-UK future relationship negotiations, the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland will be in 
place.

The Protocol includes measures to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland, maintain the 
Common Travel Area, the Single Electricity Market and protect continuing North South coop-
eration. It maintains commitments to ensure no diminution of rights, safeguards and equality 
of opportunity, as set out in the Good Friday Agreement. It confirms that people in Northern 
Ireland will continue to enjoy their rights as EU citizens and reaffirms the EU and UK commit-
ment to the PEACE PLUS programme.  

Implementing what has already been agreed between the EU and UK is important in estab-
lishing the trust needed for a successful outcome to the Future Relationship negotiations.

During the transition period, running to 31 December 2020, the implementation of the With-
drawal Agreement and the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland will be overseen by the UK 
and the EU through the Joint Committee and Specialised Committees established under the 
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Withdrawal Agreement. 

The first meeting of the Joint Committee is expected to take place in March, with further 
meetings in 2020. European Commission Vice President Maroš Šefcovic will represent the EU 
at the Joint Committee and Michael Gove MP, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Min-
ister for the Cabinet Office, will represent the UK. 

While the Joint Committee and the Specialised Committees are EU-UK fora, Ireland is pre-
paring to engage appropriately in taking this work forward.  In accordance with Council Deci-
sion 2020/135 of 30 January 2020, a representative of Ireland may accompany the Commission 
representative in meetings of the Committee on issues related to the implementation of the Pro-
tocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland where those issues are specific to Ireland/Northern Ireland.

05/03/2020WRC01800Brexit Preparations

05/03/2020WRC0190047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of contingency planning for all Brexit scenarios including a no-deal Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3695/20]

05/03/2020WRC02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
United Kingdom formally left the European Union on 31 January 2020 and discussions on a fu-
ture EU-UK relationship got underway on 2 March.  It is important to recall that a range of key 
issues are resolved by the Withdrawal Agreement (i.e. citizen’s rights, financial settlement and 
the Northern Ireland Protocol), as well as by the Common Travel Area.  The transition period is 
scheduled to end on 31 December 2020, and while there is provision to extend it by agreement, 
the British Government has indicated that it does not intend to seek such an extension. This will 
mean significant change for Government, citizens and businesses when the transition period 
ends on 31 December 2020.  It is important that we all prepare for this change. 

Following the end of transition period, the UK will no longer apply the rules of the Single 
Market and the Customs Union.  Even if the EU and UK can achieve an ambitious and deep 
agreement in such a short timeframe, it will not be the status quo and will involve considerable 
disruption, change and adjustment. There are significant sectoral and regional variations to the 
overall economic impact of Brexit with agri-food, fisheries, manufacturing and tourism among 
the most exposed and vulnerable sectors.

The Contingency Action Plan Update published by Government in July 2019 provided com-
prehensive overview of No Deal Brexit preparations and mitigation measures. The planning 
undertaken and lessons learned from no deal preparations will be valuable as we plan for the 
post transition EU-UK relationship.  

Key elements of Brexit preparedness have already been significantly progressed, but will 
need further work for any future relationship outcome. These include ongoing infrastructure 
works and resource upgrades at our ports and airports for additional checks and controls on 
East-West trade; business readiness and supports for the most impacted sectors; risks of supply 
chain disruption; security of supply of medicines; addressing concerns over potential disruption 
to the UK landbridge and a communications campaign.  Government Departments continue 
Brexit preparedness and contingency work across all sectors, and given the uncertainties sur-
rounding the possible outcomes of the forthcoming future relationship negotiations, this work 
will continue to be a priority for the period ahead. Brexit preparedness will be closely aligned 
with the ongoing negotiations to ensure we are in a position to address challenges as they arise. 

No set of arrangements will be able to replicate the access and benefits of the UK being a 
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member of the EU and within the Single Market and Customs Union. Ireland will continue to 
face these changes with the mutual solidarity and support of our EU partners and with all of the 
strength that EU membership brings.

05/03/2020WRC02100Humanitarian Aid

05/03/2020WRC0220048. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding the change of status to the EU-Turkey migration deal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3696/20]

05/03/2020WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Agreement reached between Turkey and the EU in March 2016 represented a 
landmark effort to respond to the migration crisis and the loss of many hundreds of lives in the 
Aegean Sea. 

A key element of the EU-Turkey Deal was the establishment of the Facility for Refugees in 
Turkey.  The aim of this Facility is to meet the immediate humanitarian needs of Syrian refugees 
in Turkey and to bring about long-term sustainable improvements in their health, education and 
self-reliance. A total of €6 billion, in two tranches of €3 billion, has been mobilised from the EU 
budget and Member State resources and had been fully committed to specific programmes by 
the end of 2019, as foreseen. Ireland’s contribution is €38.34 million. Payments under the first 
tranche are due to continue until 2021 and under the second tranche until 2025. 

The issue of a possible further extension of the Facility is currently being considered. Given 
the scale of humanitarian needs in Turkey, Ireland is supportive of continuing EU efforts to as-
sist in meeting these needs.

While recent events on the Greek-Turkish border have highlighted some of the real diffi-
culties with the implementation of the terms of the Agreement, both the EU and Turkey have 
reiterated their commitment to its continued implementation. It is essential that the EU-Turkey 
Agreement is upheld and that Greece, and other States on the EU’s external borders, are not left 
alone. 

On the wider migration issue, Ireland has consistently called for all EU Member States to 
play their part in burden sharing and helping to relieve pressure on frontline Member States. It 
is essential that we find a consensus based on solidarity and responsibility.

Question No. 49 answered with Question No. 45.

05/03/2020WRC02500Human Rights

05/03/2020WRC0260050. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of discussions at recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings in relation to the 
persecution of Christians in many countries throughout the world; if he put forward a specific 
proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3711/20]

05/03/2020WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irrespective of 
where they occur. We are committed to promoting freedom of thought, conscience and religion, 
as well as the rights of persons belonging to religious minorities. This commitment to promot-
ing freedom of religion or belief is reaffirmed in  Global Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for 
a Changing World.   We regularly advocate for effective action to counter the persecution of 
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Christians and other religious minorities in all relevant international fora, including within the 
European Union and United Nations. 

The EU’s policy in this area is led by the Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
which were adopted during our Presidency in 2013.   At the February Foreign Affairs Council, 
Council Conclusions were adopted on EU Priorities in UN Human Rights Fora in 2020 which 
reaffirm the EU’s commitment to the promotion and protection of freedom of religion or be-
lief.  The EU confirmed that it will condemn persecution, discrimination and violence against 
persons belonging to religious minorities and communities and the abuse of blasphemy laws, 
while defending the right for individuals to manifest their religion or belief, to change or leave 
a religion or belief. 

At the United Nations, Ireland engaged actively in EU led initiatives on freedom of religion 
or belief at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council in March 2019 and the 74th session 
of the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly  in November 2019 and co-sponsored 
resolutions in both instances.  

At the 43rd session of the United Nations Human Rights Council, currently underway in 
Geneva, Ireland delivered a national statement reiterating our commitment to promoting free-
dom of religion or belief and our support for the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief. 

Ireland regularly takes part in other international meetings on freedom of religion or belief 
and most recently attended the 7th Meeting of the Istanbul Process on combatting religious 
intolerance and the 11th Meeting of the International Contact Group on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief, both of which took place in The Hague in November last year. 

05/03/2020WRC02800Good Friday Agreement

05/03/2020WRC0290051. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to recent polls (details supplied) which indicate growing 
support for Irish unity; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the result of the 
most recent poll conducted by a company in February 2020 indicates that the majority of per-
sons in both jurisdictions support a Citizens’ Assembly; if a Citizens’ Assembly will be estab-
lished to assess the impact of Irish unity and plan accordingly; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3740/20]

05/03/2020WRC0300061. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to recent polls (details supplied) which indicate growing 
support for Irish unity; if his attention has been further drawn to the result of the most recent 
poll conducted by companies in February 2020 which indicate that the vast majority of persons 
in both jurisdictions support a Citizens’ Assembly; if he will establish a Citizens’ Assembly to 
assess the impact of Irish unity and plan accordingly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3906/20]

05/03/2020WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 61 together.

The full implementation and effective operation of the Good Friday Agreement is a priority 
for this Government. 

The principle of consent and the possibility of change in the constitutional status of North-
ern Ireland are fundamental elements of the Good Friday Agreement, endorsed by the people 
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of this island North and South. 

The approach of any Irish Government in relation to Irish unity is of course guided by Ar-
ticle 3 of the Constitution, as amended by the people in 1998. 

Under the Good Friday Agreement, the Irish and British Governments “recognise the le-
gitimacy of whatever choice is freely exercised by a majority of the people of Northern Ireland 
with regard to its status, whether they prefer to continue to support the Union with Britain or a 
sovereign united Ireland” and should such a choice be made in the future, it will be a binding 
obligation on both Governments to introduce and support in their respective Parliaments legis-
lation to give effect to that wish.

The Government respects everyone’s right on this island to make the case for the consti-
tutional future they wish to see for Northern Ireland - whether nationalist, unionist or neither. 
The Good Friday Agreement - and the two sovereign Governments - explicitly recognise and 
validate the legitimacy of both of these constitutional positions, which are deeply held. 

The holding of a referendum in this jurisdiction is connected with the calling of a border 
poll, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, in Northern Ireland. The decision to hold 
such a poll in Northern Ireland rests with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.  

I am aware of the opinion polls to which the Deputy refers but, on the balance of evidence 
at present, this Government does not believe it likely that a border poll in the near future would 
result in a decision on the part of a majority of the people of Northern Ireland in favour of con-
stitutional change. 

In these circumstances, it is the Government’s clear view that such a poll would only in-
crease uncertainty and division at an already difficult and sensitive time.

The Taoiseach has stated that the Government will continue to listen to and engage with the 
views of everyone on this island, both on rights issues and on the constitutional future that they 
wish to see for Northern Ireland – whether nationalist, unionist or neither. 

These are extremely important issues which naturally require very careful and serious con-
sideration and the Government will continue to engage and reflect on them.

Over the last year, in response to the range of concerns arising from Brexit, this Govern-
ment has focused on securing ratification and implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement to 
allow for an ordered Brexit, including a smooth transition period; preparing for the next phase 
of Brexit negotiations dealing with the future EU-UK relationship; securing the return to effec-
tive operation of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly and the North South Ministerial 
Council; and, ensuring the protection of the Good Friday Agreement and the achievements of 
the Peace Process, as the UK leaves the EU. 

Following the result of the Brexit referendum, an All Island Civic Dialogue was established 
and has met on a number of occasions. We are committed to maintaining the all-island civic 
dialogue that has worked in the context of Brexit to date but also potentially as a useful struc-
ture to discuss future challenges to relationships on the island of Ireland. It should also be noted 
that the Government has recently established a Citizen’s Assembly to bring forward proposals 
to advance gender equality, the first meeting of which was held in January. Following this, it 
is planned that a new Assembly will consider the best method of local government for Dublin.

Questions Nos. 52 and 53 answered with Question No. 45.
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05/03/2020WRC03300Disease Management

05/03/2020WRC0340054. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
plans to assist Irish citizens quarantined in areas in which there is an outbreak of Covid-19; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3882/20]

05/03/2020WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department has been providing ongoing consular advice and assistance to our citizens overseas 
who have been affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Our consular efforts were initially focused 
on Irish citizens in Hubei Province in China but, with the continuing spread of the virus, these 
have evolved to include a wide range of countries around the world. 

We are working closely with domestic, EU and international partners to ensure that we pro-
vide the most effective and appropriate support to our citizens where required. 

It would not of course be appropriate to discuss the details of any particular consular case. 
My Department’s priority, as always, is to protect the safety and welfare of our citizens over-
seas.  To this end, we are liaising very closely with the public health authorities in Ireland, and 
taking into account the information and advice provided by the World Health Organisation and 
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. 

In those countries where Irish citizens have been or might be quarantined overseas or af-
fected in other ways, our practice is to engage with the relevant local authorities through our 
Embassies and Consulates on the ground, to provide the most useful consular advice and as-
sistance. We will continue to do this in close coordination with the Department of Health, the 
HSE and other relevant domestic partners. 

We will also continue to liaise closely with EU and international partners and to coordinate 
our efforts where possible and if helpful.

05/03/2020WRC03600Human Rights

05/03/2020WRC0370055. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a report by an organisation (details supplied) on the Cerrejón 
mine in Colombia titled Undermining Human Rights, Ireland, the ESB and Cerrejón Coal; his 
views on its findings; and if, considering the National Action Plan on Business and Human 
Rights, he has discussed the findings of the report with the ESB. [3883/20]

05/03/2020WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the report mentioned by the Deputy.  While I have not discussed the details of this 
specific report with ESB, I wrote to them in September 2019 requesting further information 
regarding their sourcing of coal from Cerrejón. 

I received a response in October 2019 in which the ESB outlined a recent assessment of the 
mine carried out by Bettercoal. Bettercoal is an organisation established by major coal buyers 
to ensure coal is being sourced via responsible supply chains, which the ESB joined in 2014. 
This assessment indicates that the Cerrejón mine’s operating principles are essentially in line 
with the Bettercoal best practice code. Bettercoal has made a number of recommendations to 
Cerrejón for improvement and increased compliance, on which I understand that the mine has 
been actively engaging. 

My Department has been monitoring issues surrounding the Cerrejón mine in Colombia, in-
cluding its reported negative impact on the environment and local communities, on an ongoing 
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basis. Our new Embassy in Bogotá has been actively engaging on this issue and our Ambassa-
dor to Colombia led an Embassy visit to La Guajira, where the mine is located, in Septembner 
2019. I have reported to the Dáil previously on this visit.  

In respect of the National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights, the need for effective 
human rights due diligence mechanisms is one of the issues under consideration by the Busi-
ness and Human Rights Implementation Group. 

The Group is looking at a variety of options, including mandatory human rights due dili-
gence mechanisms, in line with similar provisions in other countries.   I will await the outcome 
of the Implementation Group’s deliberations on this issue before moving forward with specific 
policy proposals.

05/03/2020WRC03900Human Rights

05/03/2020WRC0400056. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a person (details supplied) visited Ireland recently; 
if important ongoing legal proceedings against some of those involved in their murder is being 
monitored; and if he has raised the issue with his Honduran counterpart. [3884/20]

05/03/2020WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Of-
ficials at my Department met with Berta Zúñiga Cáceres during her recent visit to Ireland. The 
meeting was an opportunity to discuss the challenging situation for human rights and environ-
mental defenders in Honduras. Officials also expressed condolences on behalf of my Depart-
ment to Ms Zúñiga Cáceres on the tragic death of her mother, Berta Cáceres, who was murdered 
in 2016. 

I condemn unreservedly violence perpetrated against those seeking to defend their rights, as 
well as a culture of impunity where it exists. My Department has been following developments 
regarding the case brought against a number of individuals who have now been convicted of the 
murder of Ms Cáceres. I would urge the Honduran Government to continue its efforts to bring 
those responsible to justice. 

I was disappointed therefore by the decision of the Government to not renew the mandate of 
the OAS-sponsored Mission to Support the Fight Against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras 
(MACCIH). Ireland fully supports the EU statement issued on 22 January, which stated that the 
Honduran Government must continue to strengthen anti-corruption efforts, including through 
legislative reform and the reorganisation of the penal justice system. 

Ms Zúñiga Cáceres was joined in her meeting by representatives from Trócaire, which has 
just launched a report ‘Women Taking the Lead: Defending Human Rights and the Environ-
ment’. My Department provides funding to Trócaire in support of its work in Honduras, and 
other countries in the region. 

Trócaire works in partnership with local NGOs in the country and has developed a range 
of programmes focused on respect for human rights and protection of human rights defenders, 
resource rights, eradication of violence against women, and disaster risk reduction. Between 
2017 and 2018, Trócaire spent over €5.2 million in Honduras, of which over 40% was funded 
by this Department. 

This forms part of the over €7.8m that Ireland provided in funding to civil society organisa-
tions working in the country from 2012 to 2018. One of the central priorities supported by this 
funding has been to ensure that the rights of vulnerable people, victims and survivors of human 
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rights abuses are respected, protected and restored or repaired in a dignified manner. 

During Honduras’ most recent UN Universal Periodic Review, Ireland intervened to express 
its concern at the climate of violence and insecurity in which human rights defenders operate 
in Honduras, and to recommend that adequate financial and human resources be allocated to 
ensure the implementation of legislation to protect human rights defenders and journalists. 

Following the expansion of Ireland’s diplomatic footprint in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, Ireland has moved our accreditation to Honduras to our Embassy in Mexico, which will 
enhance our ability to engage on issues on the ground. 

We also regularly discuss the situation in Honduras with our EU partners and engage with 
the EU delegation in Tegucigalpa. The European Union followed the investigation and ob-
served the trial of those accused of Ms Caceres’ murder since its beginning.

Officials at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Dublin, and at our Embassy in 
Mexico, will continue to monitor events in Honduras closely and to engage with our EU, civil 
society and international partners on these important issues.

05/03/2020WRC04200Israeli Settlements

05/03/2020WRC0430057. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the increase in illegal Israeli colonial settlements in Palestine; 
and the actions he will take in the face of continued Israeli violations of international law. 
[3885/20]

05/03/2020WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land’s position on settlement expansion, related infrastructure development, demolition of Pal-
estinian homes and other buildings, and forced removal of Palestinians from their homes, is 
extremely clear. For example, I made a statement in November 2019 reaffirming our long held 
position, as follows:

“Ireland’s position on Israeli settlements remains clear and unchanged. Israeli settlements 
are illegal under international law, notably the Fourth Geneva Convention. This is also the EU 
position.

The views of the international community on settlements have been comprehensively ex-
pressed on multiple occasions, including in UN Security Council Resolution 2334 of 2016. 

Not only are settlements illegal, but they actively undermine the prospects for a two-state 
solution. Ireland remains steadfast in its support for a comprehensive two-state solution which 
is in the best interest of the Palestinian and Israeli peoples.”

I have also commented publically on the recent increase in settlement announcements in and 
near East Jerusalem, to which the Deputy refers. My statement released on 21 February follow-
ing the announcements in Har Homa and Givat Hamatos was as follows:

“I condemn the latest announcement on further settlement construction and expansion in 
parts of East Jerusalem. All settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian territory is very 
clearly illegal under international law. 

The construction of settlements in the Har Homa and Givat Hamatos areas in East Jerusalem 
would be a significant step, undermining the viability and territorial contiguity of a future Pal-
estinian State. I urge the Israeli Government to desist from any further steps in relation to these 
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specific settlement plans, and to halt all settlement construction.”

Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv conveyed Ireland’s position directly to the Israeli authorities 
on 27 February, along with a number of other EU colleagues. I also welcomed the statement 
by EU HRVP Borrell on 28 February condemning the recent announcements, including those 
in Area E1. The Israel/Palestine conflict is also due to be discussed at the EU Foreign Affairs 
Council later this month.

Ireland’s longstanding support for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict re-
mains an integral aspect of our foreign policy, which I will continue to prioritise. 

05/03/2020WRC04500Foreign Conflicts

05/03/2020WRC0460058. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to footage of the Israeli military killing a Palestinian civilian near 
the military fence in Gaza (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3886/20]

05/03/2020WRC04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the incident to which the Deputy refers. The circumstances in which this person was 
killed are unclear, and therefore I will not comment on the events leading to their death.

However, the apparent manner in which the Israeli Defence Forces removed the body of the 
deceased, as shown in a video and in images widely circulated on social and traditional media, 
is deeply disturbing. International humanitarian law, as set out in the Geneva Conventions, their 
Additional Protocols and elsewhere, includes provisions designed to prevent maltreatment of 
dead bodies in times of conflict, and to ensure that the deceased are treated decently. I am also 
concerned by reports of the use of excessive force against Palestinian civilians, who attempted 
to recover the body.

Israel’s obligations under international humanitarian law are clear and I call on the Israeli 
authorities to respect these obligations with due regard for the protection of basic human dig-
nity. It is recalled in this regard that Israel has a duty to investigate possible violations by its 
armed forces and prosecute if necessary. 

05/03/2020WRC04800Foreign Policy

05/03/2020WRC0490059. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will reconsider the decision to declare that Mr. Juan Guaidó is the President of Venezuela. 
[3887/20]

05/03/2020WRC05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
deeply concerned by the ongoing political, social, economic and humanitarian crisis in Venezu-
ela, which is having an ever-worsening impact on the population and on neighbouring coun-
tries, as over 4.5 million people have left the country since 2015. 

I continue to believe that only a peaceful, democratic solution to this crisis will offer the 
people of Venezuela a return to stability and prosperity. Ireland, together with our EU partners, 
stand firmly with the Venezuelan people and their legitimate democratic aspirations.

It is important to recall that the Presidential elections which saw Nicolás Maduro re-elected 
in May 2018 lacked legitimacy. On 6 February 2019, Ireland joined the majority of other EU 
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MS in acknowledging and supporting Mr. Guaidó, President of the democratically elected Na-
tional Assembly, as President ad interim of Venezuela, in order for him to call for free, fair and 
democratic presidential elections.  

Continued attempts to block the functioning of the National Assembly, the democratic and 
legitimate body of Venezuela, and the ongoing harassment of its members, have led to a dete-
rioration of the political situation and have impeded efforts to reach a negotiated solution to the 
crisis in the country. 

The actions that took place on 5 January surrounding the planned re-election of the Presi-
dent of the National Assembly were deeply troubling. Ireland fully supports the EU statement 
issued on that date that condemned the serious irregularities that occurred. This statement also 
reaffirmed support for Mr Guaidó in his role as President of the National Assembly. 

It is essential that the National Assembly is able to carry out the mandate it has received 
from the Venezuelan people.  Respecting democratic institutions and principles and upholding 
the rule of law are essential conditions to finding a peaceful and sustainable solution to the crisis 
in Venezuela for the benefit of its people.  

We will continue to support the reinstatement of democracy and the rule of law, through 
free and fair elections. The situation was most recently discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting of EU Foreign Ministers in Brussels on 17 February. Ireland supports EU efforts, in-
cluding through the International Contact Group (ICG) and Special Adviser Enrique Iglesias, to 
engage with all relevant actors and stakeholders in an effort to secure and support a Venezuelan-
owned solution. 

I, along with EU partners, have also regularly voiced support for the Oslo Talks process, fa-
cilitated by Norway. While these talks have now been suspended, Ireland encourages both sides 
to engage in good faith in an inclusive, serious and results-oriented process.  

I will continue to monitor the situation in the country closely and engage with my EU col-
leagues on this important issue.

05/03/2020WRC05100Election Monitoring Missions

05/03/2020WRC0520060. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a report by researchers (details supplied) which states that sta-
tistical evidence does not support the claim of fraud in the October 2019 election in Bolivia; his 
views on whether the Organisation of American States should retract its statements regarding 
the election which have contributed to the political conflict; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3888/20]

05/03/2020WRC05300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the elections that took place in Bolivia on 20 October 2019 were fol-
lowed by violence and reports of excessive force by the authorities. On 10 November 2019, 
the Organisation of American States (OAS) released a preliminary report indicating that it had 
found clear irregularities, and that it could not verify the result of the October elections. 

A further report from the OAS published on 4 December 2019 concluded that there was in-
tentional manipulation and serious irregularities, which had made it impossible to validate the 
results originally issued by the Bolivian electoral authorities. 

I am aware of the report by researchers at the Election Data and Science Lab at the Massa-
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chusetts Institute of Technology released in the last few days, the findings of which are strongly 
challenged by the OAS. 

Ireland supports EU statements issued in November 2019 which called for a new Elec-
toral Court to be appointed that could offer guarantees of transparent elections, and a return to 
constitutional normality so that the rule of law, democratic principles and civil right rights are 
respected, as well as calling for an institutional solution that allowed for a caretaking interim 
leadership to prepare for new elections. 

The Deputy will be aware that new legislative and Presidential elections are now scheduled 
to take place in Bolivia on 3 May 2020. An exploratory EU mission was deployed to Bolivia 
from 6-22 January 2020 to assess the usefulness of deploying a full EU election observation 
mission (EOM) to Bolivia for the May elections. 

On 20 February 2020, the EU confirmed that, following an invitation by the Bolivian au-
thorities, it would deploy an EOM to the country to observe the first round of Presidential and 
legislative elections on 3 May next. The EOM will also observe a possible second round of 
Presidential elections on 14 June. Ireland is fully supportive of this approach. 

My Department will continue to work with our EU counterparts to support Bolivia in its 
path towards peaceful, inclusive and credible elections. We will continue to monitor develop-
ments through our Embassy in Buenos Aires, which is accredited to Bolivia.

Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 51.

05/03/2020WRD00200Tax Data

05/03/2020WRD0030062. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the number of owners of foster 
mares registered for VAT in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; 
the amount of VAT refunded annually for the same years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2735/20]

05/03/2020WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that traders 
are not required to separately identify the yield generated from a particular activity or product 
type on their VAT returns. 

Therefore, the information is not available to provide the number of owners of foster mares 
who registered for VAT or the amount of VAT that was refunded to them.

05/03/2020WRD00500Sale of Aer Lingus

05/03/2020WRD0060063. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the way in which his Depart-
ment has used the moneys the State received from the sale of its stake in Aer Lingus; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2943/20]

05/03/2020WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The proceeds of the sale of the 
state’s shareholding in Aer Lingus have been used to establish the Connectivity Fund which 
is managed by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF). The Connectivity Fund is being 
invested on a commercial basis as a sub portfolio of the ISIF, and consistent with the overall 
ISIF double bottom line mandate which is to invest for both commercial return and economic 
impact.
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ISIF have advised me that it has completed four investments under the Connectivity Fund, 
namely: 

-  A $28 million co-investment in Aqua Comms DAC, a company that has developed fibre 
optic cables linking the USA, Ireland (Killala, Mayo) and the UK.

-  A €35 million investment as a strategic domestic partner for daa plc long-term bond issu-
ance, supporting construction of a new runway at Dublin Airport. 

-  Provision of a long term €14 million debt facility to finance a runway surfacing project 
at Shannon Airport - a crucial regional and national infrastructure asset. This debt facility was 
signed in early 2017 and the runway resurfacing project has been completed on time and within 
budget. 

-  An €18 million Junior Debt facility to support the relocation of the Port of Cork from 
Tivoli to Ringaskiddy. The ISIF debt facility was provided alongside senior debt from Allied 
Irish Banks and the European Investment Bank and was structured to ensure certainty of fund-
ing for the Port Company. It also has tailored flexibility to meet the requirements of this nation-
ally and regionally significant project.

These investments bring the total deployed under the Connectivity Fund to over €90 mil-
lion. ISIF have informed me that there are a range of further pipeline connectivity-based invest-
ments on which it is currently working.

ISIF’s refocused strategy targets five priority themes, one of which is investment to support 
regional development. As such, the ISIF have advised that the Connectivity Fund will hence-
forth be focused on commercial investments that support improved regional connectivity.

05/03/2020WRD00800Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRD0090064. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if an assessment of the potential 
economic impact of Covid-19 here has been undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3221/20]

05/03/2020WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it must be stressed that 
it is difficult to quantify the global and domestic economic impacts of the Covid19 outbreak at 
this stage. This is because the impact will depend on several factors, not least the duration of the 
epidemic as well as the containment measures put in place to limit its spread. These are simply 
impossible to estimate and, accordingly, it is extremely difficult to quantify the macroeconomic 
impact at this point in time. 

Nevertheless, the OECD has estimated that, in a scenario where economic disruption is 
mainly confined to China, with only limited spill-overs to other regions, measures put in place 
to contain the Covid19 virus could take ½ a percentage point (pp) off the growth rate of the 
global economy this year.  

I would stress, however, that this is a very benign scenario - it is also based on the as-
sumption that the impact is mostly contained to the first quarter of this year, which appears a 
somewhat heroic assumption.  In a broader contagion scenario, where the economic fall-out is 
longer-lasting and more widespread, the OECD estimates that this could take 1½ percentage 
points off the global growth rate. 

As small and export-oriented, the Irish economy is particularly sensitive to external eco-
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nomic conditions. Over the medium-term, the pass-through of a global shock to the domestic 
economy tends to be broadly one-for-one - i.e. if world demand falls by 1 pp then, over the 
medium term, Irish economic activity is c. 1 pp below what would otherwise have been the 
case – with a less than one-for-one impact in the short-term. Slower growth would, in turn, have 
negative consequences for the labour market and the public finances.

While difficult to quantify at this stage, there are likely to be negative impacts for the Irish 
economy across a range of sectors.  An increasingly integrated world economy means that sup-
ply-chains are also increasingly integrated, with many being ‘just-in-time’.  Falling production 
of intermediate goods in China is now affecting the final output in other countries that will also 
likely impact production facilities in Ireland.  In terms of direct trade links, the share of goods 
trade with China is around 6 per cent of total trade, based on preliminary data for last year. 

However, indirect exposure to China is potentially more significant. The euro area is Ire-
land’s largest trading partner, accounting for close to a third of total exports.  In turn, China 
accounts for 9 per cent of total euro area goods and services trade.  

My Department is monitoring the situation closely and will prepare updated economic fore-
casts over the next month or so, taking into account all of the latest available information.  It 
must be stressed, however, that in the current environment, there is much more uncertainty than 
normal attached to any set of forecasts. 

05/03/2020WRD01100Motor Insurance Costs

05/03/2020WRD0120065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that certain taxi drivers are receiving insurance quotations for their vehicle 
that are more than double the quotations being received from other insurance providers; the rea-
son such a large discrepancy can exist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2564/20]

05/03/2020WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset the Deputy should note 
that neither I, as Minister for Finance, nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provi-
sion or pricing of insurance products or have the power to direct insurance companies to provide 
cover to specific individuals or businesses.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for 
insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so. 

Having said that, in terms of the insurance market and pricing, my Department has been 
previously advised that insurers, in making their individual decisions on whether to offer cover 
and what terms to apply, will use a combination of rating factors, which include the age of the 
vehicle, as well as the type of vehicle, the age of the driver, the relevant driving experience, the 
claims record, the number of drivers, the requirement to use telematics technology, and how the 
car is used.  Insurers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as a result prices 
and availability of cover varies across the market.  In addition, insurers will price in accordance 
with their own past claims experience overall. 

In the case of taxi drivers, I understand that insurers take into account the nature of the taxi 
business, which involves driving for hire or reward extensively and in their view this has a 
much higher risk of injury claims from passengers and other road-users as a result.

It should also be noted that the number of taxi and hackney drivers utilising the Insurance 
Ireland Declined Cases Agreement fell from 375 in 2016 to 205 in 2019, which suggests in-
creased stability in the market and greater availability of insurance for drivers.

Finally, this particular price differential highlighted by the Deputy reinforces the importance 
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of businesses and consumers shopping around for the best value insurance product.

05/03/2020WRD01400Credit Union Services

05/03/2020WRD0150066. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
operation of the death grant scheme by credit unions; if same is supported by his Department 
and the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2566/20]

05/03/2020WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Firstly, I am assuming that the Deputy’s 
question is referring to the Death Benefit Insurance schemes operated by credit unions.  

Many credit unions participate in Death Benefit Insurance schemes whereby a payment, in-
tended to assist with funeral expenses, is made following the death of a member. Death Benefit 
Insurance is provided by insurance firms. The Central Bank has informed me that it is aware 
that some credit unions discharge some or all of the cost of the insurance on behalf of its mem-
bers, while other credit unions have adopted a member pay approach. Central Bank credit union 
regulations do not place any specific requirements on credit unions that participate in Death 
Benefit Insurance schemes.  

The Central Bank have also informed me that their vision for the credit union sector is 
“Strong Credit Unions in Safe Hands”. The Central Bank’s vision underpins its statutory man-
date to ensure the protection by each credit union of the funds of its members and the main-
tenance of the financial stability and well-being of credit unions generally. In undertaking its 
statutory mandate and responsibilities towards credit unions, the Central Bank recognises the 
important financial and social role credit unions play in Ireland. 

As Minister for Finance, I recognise the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-op-
erative movement in Ireland and the Government’s priorities remain the protection of members’ 
savings, the financial stability of credit unions and the sector overall; and the Government is 
determined to continue to support a strengthened and growing credit union movement. As Min-
ister for Finance I have no role in the provision of Death Benefit Insurance by the credit unions. 

05/03/2020WRD01700Tax Code

05/03/2020WRD0180067. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implemen-
tation of the options set out in the September 2017 report of the working group on the tax and 
fiscal treatment of rental accommodation providers; his views on the implementation of the 
remaining options; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2569/20]

05/03/2020WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Report of the Working Group on 
the Tax and Fiscal Treatment of Landlords was submitted to me for consideration in September 
2017, in advance of its publication on Budget Day, 10 October 2017. The report put forward 
options for further consideration, rather than recommendations, and any further consideration 
would require the participation of several Departments and organisations, including my own 
Department. The ten options are split into short, medium and long-term options. Five potential 
short-term options were identified as measures which could potentially be implemented within 
18 months, i.e. within Budgets 2018 and 2019.

One short-term option was to increase the mortgage interest deduction available to land-
lords.  In this context, it should be noted that in Budget 2017, a phased unwinding of the restric-
tion on interest deductibility over five years for all residential landlords was initiated. The sec-



5 March 2020

39

ond step, an increase from 80% to 85% deductibility, took effect from 1 January 2018.  Budget 
2019 accelerated progress in this area and, from 1 January 2019, the restoration of full mortgage 
interest deductibility for landlords of residential property has been in place. 

A further option was to consider introducing Local Property Tax (LPT) deductibility for 
landlords. Last year, the report of the interdepartmental review of LPT noted that LPT is a rela-
tively small expense and therefore is unlikely to make a significant difference to the position of 
any individual landlord in cash terms and so may not be regarded by landlords as a sufficient 
measure to encourage them to stay in or enter the rental market. The report also found that the 
measure would also have a deadweight cost in respect of landlords who do not intend to leave 
the rental market and would create a more favourable position for landlords of property com-
pared to owner-occupiers, as owner-occupiers cannot claim a tax deduction for LPT. 

In Budget 2018 I introduced another of the short-term options, deductibility for pre-letting 
expenditure for previously vacant properties. This measure applies to residential premises which 
have been vacant for at least 12 months and which are then let after the date of the passing of 
the Finance Act 2017, i.e. after 25 December 2017. The expenditure is allowed as a deduction 
against rental income from that premises. It applies to expenses that would be allowable if they 
had been incurred while the property was let, such as the cost of repairs, insurance, maintenance 
and management of the property.  Certain limitations are in place regarding this measure, for 
example the expenditure must have been incurred in the 12 months before the premises is let 
as a residential premises.  The total deduction allowed is capped at €5,000 per vacant premises 
and the deduction will be clawed-back if the property ceases to be let as a residential premises 
within four years of the first letting. I prioritised this option as it was specifically designed to 
encourage an overall increase in housing supply by bringing currently vacant property back into 
residential use.

The final short-term option was to improve the collection and sharing of data on the rental 
accommodation sector.  A significant issue that hampered the progress of the Working Group 
was a lack of robust data on various elements of the housing market, due to the differing met-
rics used by the various agencies. The Housing Analytics Group, chaired by the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government, is currently active and a number of Departments 
and agencies are involved in its work, including the Residential Tenancies Board, the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), Revenue and the Department of Finance. 

Five of the options put forward in the report were medium-term and long-term options. 
Medium-term options are measures which work with the current tax system but might take 
longer to develop and implement, and as such would require a longer lead-in period. The long-
term options look at the potential for more fundamental changes to the tax system, and so would 
require significantly greater resource commitments to progress.  Consideration of these options 
will continue within the relevant time frames.

As the Deputy will be aware, taxation is only one of the policy levers available to the Gov-
ernment through which to boost rental and overall housing supply and that, in line with the Tax 
Expenditure Guidelines, consideration of whether a tax measure is the most appropriate policy 
tool for a given purpose would be required. Ireland’s past experience with tax incentives in the 
housing sector strongly suggests the need for a cautionary stance when considering intervention 
in the rental sector. There are many competing priorities which must be considered when decid-
ing which policy measures to introduce and the rental sector is just one of many other sectors 
that may require assistance and intervention.

05/03/2020WRD02000Credit Card Data
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05/03/2020WRD0210068. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of personal and 
business credit cards in operation here; the proportion of credit cards in cases in which the con-
sumer regularly ends up paying interest; the level of arrears or overdue repayments in respect of 
the cards; the amount of stamp duty collected annually on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2570/20]

05/03/2020WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank publishes data on 
its website for the number of credit cards in Ireland, and it reports that there were 1,579,561 
active credit cards in issue as of January 2020. I am informed by the Central Bank that it does 
not publish data on the number of credit cards with an interest bearing balance, on arrears or on 
overdue repayments on credit cards.

I am advised by Revenue that information in relation to the yield from stamp duty, including 
the amount from credit cards, can be found on the statistics page of the Revenue website. Stamp 
duty receipts, representing matured tax liabilities, are recorded as €40.63 million for 2018, the 
latest year for which figures are confirmed. I am informed by Revenue that the table will be 
updated with figures for 2019 when these become available.

05/03/2020WRD02300Credit Register Administration

05/03/2020WRD0240069. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of the company 
running the Central Credit Register; the location in which it is based; if the system is operating 
smoothly; if not, if there are operational difficulties or delays; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2573/20]

05/03/2020WRD0250070. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the length of time a con-
sumer has to make a repayment beyond the normal due date of the repayment before a late 
payment is recorded against their personal record in the context of the Central Credit Register; 
if the same provision applies in respect of non-standard repayments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2574/20]

05/03/2020WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69 
and 70 together.

The Central Credit Register (CCR) was established by the Central Bank of Ireland (the 
Bank) under the Credit Reporting Act 2013.   Following a public procurement process, the Bank 
signed a contract with CRIF Ireland Ltd, 1st floor, Adelphi Plaza, Georges Street Upper, Dun 
Laoghaire, Co Dublin (a wholly owned subsidiary of CRIF S.p.A) to build and operate the CCR 
in February 2015.  The Bank has advised me that no operational difficulties have been experi-
enced to date and that CCR systems are operating as expected. 

In relation to CCR reporting, the Bank advises that in respect of “standard frequency loans” 
(i.e. where the payment frequency is daily, weekly, fortnightly four weekly or monthly) infor-
mation will be reported to include the application of a “grace period” of one month. The grace 
period acts as a practical buffer so as to avoid the reporting of technical arrears by a CIP over 
which a Credit Information Subject (CIS) may have little control. In relation to less frequent 
loan payments (e.g. quarterly, annually etc.) there is time for a CIP to check that everything is 
in order prior to the payment falling due and consequently no “grace period” is applied to these 
loan types.

05/03/2020WRD02700Central Bank of Ireland Investigations
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05/03/2020WRD0280071. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the costs incurred to date 
with regard to the Central Bank inquiry pursuant to Part IIIC of the Central Bank Act 1942, in 
respect of a former building society (details supplied) and certain persons in its management; 
the cost of Central Bank staff involved in the inquiry; the estimated final cost of the inquiry; if 
the costs can be recouped; the date the Central Bank commenced the inquiry; when it will be 
concluded; the status of the work of the inquiry; the planned further modules of the inquiry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2575/20]

05/03/2020WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, Part IIIC 
of the Central Bank Act 1942 (as amended) (“the Act”), provides that the Central Bank may 
hold an inquiry to determine whether or not a financial service provider is committing or has 
committed a suspected prescribed contravention.  The Central Bank may also hold an inquiry 
to determine whether or not a person concerned in the management of a regulated financial 
service provider is participating or has participated in the commission of a suspected prescribed 
contravention by the financial service provider.

On 4 February 2015, the Central Bank appointed Marian Shanley, Ciara McGoldrick and 
Geoffrey McEnery to act as Inquiry Members in the Irish Nationwide Building Society (INBS) 
Inquiry. On 9 July 2015, the Central Bank issued a Notice of Inquiry to the successors of INBS 
and to five persons concerned in the management of INBS.

The Inquiry Members made a decision to deal with the Inquiry by way of four modular 
hearings. Hearing of evidence in three of the modules has concluded and work is continuing to 
fully conclude these modules. The final module involves consideration of a number of aspects 
of INBS’ commercial lending function, and the Inquiry Members are continuing preparations 
for the hearing of this module.

The Central Bank is not currently in a position to disclose when the Inquiry is likely to 
conclude.

As the Inquiry is ongoing, the Central Bank has stated that it will not be commenting on 
estimated final costs of the Inquiry at this time, however it is intended that these costs will be 
disclosed following the conclusion of the Inquiry.

05/03/2020WRD03000Credit Union Services

05/03/2020WRD0310072. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2613/20]

05/03/2020WRD03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Further to parliamentary question num-
bers 48 of 14 November and 126 of 19 November 2019, I would like to reiterate that it would 
not be appropriate for me to make a comment on a specific case. It is also important to note that 
the Probate Office of the High Court deals with matters relating to probate and as such is the 
responsibility of the Minister for Justice and Equality.

However, the Deputy may also wish to note that under section 21 of the 1997 Act, a credit 
union member may nominate a third party (e.g. a family member) to be the recipient upon the 
death of the member to the whole or part of the member’s property that they have in the credit 
union at the time of their death.

The 1997 Act imposes a statutory limit of €23,000 on the amount that can be passed by 
way of a nomination. Thus, if at the date of the nominator’s death the amount of the member’s 
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property in the credit union exceeds €23,000, the credit union may only dispose any property 
up to the value of €23,000. The effect of these provisions are that any nomination up to €23,000 
will pass outside the terms of any will. Any sum in excess of this will revert to and be an asset 
of the estate, which needs to be distributed under the terms of the will or the rules of succession 
where there is no will.

The Central Bank have also advised me that in order to be registered a credit union must 
have a set of rules. Under section 15 of the Credit Union Act, 1997 the registered rules of a 
credit union bind all members. In some cases these rules specifically set out the credit union’s 
approach to the nomination of property and the statutory limit under the 1997 Act.

The Deputy may also wish to note that Section 23 of the Credit Union Act 1997 as amend-
ed (1997 Act) provides for the provision of small payments on death. Under section 23 if a 
member of a credit union dies and, at his death, his property in the credit union does not in 
the whole exceed €15,000 and is not the subject of a nomination under section 21 the board 
of directors of the credit union may, without letters of administration or probate of any will, 
distribute that property among such persons as appears to the board (on such evidence as they 
consider satisfactory) to be entitled by law to receive it.

Ordinarily the production of a grant of probate would be required to release funds from a 
bank account to the personal representative, irrespective of the amount. However, if a person 
dies leaving small amounts of money in a bank, the bank may agree to release the funds without 
the necessity for a grant of probate.

While most applicants instruct a solicitor to process their application for a grant of probate, 
personal applications can also be made to the Probate Office of the High Court for a grant of 
probate.

If an individual is not satisfied in any of their dealings with a financial services provider 
the individual may make a complaint to the provider’s internal complaint resolution process. If 
they are not satisfied with the outcome of the complaint, they can then make a complaint to the 
independent Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman. Investigations by the Ombudsman 
are free of charge to the complainant. Further information on the Financial Services and Pen-
sions Ombudsman can be found at www.fspo.ie.

Furthermore, the Central Bank have informed me that while they cannot comment on in-
dividual cases, where a person has good reason to believe that a firm regulated by the Central 
Bank of Ireland,  or an individual within such a firm, is involved in wrongdoing within an area 
it regulates, they can report it to the Central Bank. In accordance with Section 33AK of the 
Central Bank Act 1942 (as amended), the Central Bank cannot disclose the details of any action 
that it might take on foot of information provided to it. 

05/03/2020WRD03300Revenue Commissioners Staff

05/03/2020WRD0340073. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff employed by 
the Revenue Commissioners at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2632/20]

05/03/2020WRD03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that there are 
currently 15 Revenue staff members employed in Portlaoise, of whom four are assigned there 
on a temporary basis.
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05/03/2020WRD03600Motor Insurance Data

05/03/2020WRD0370074. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of motor insur-
ance premiums paid by policyholders; the number of claims paid out by the different settlement 
channels as described in page 8 of the first national claims information database report on pri-
vate motor insurance; the total amount paid out on claims by the different settlement channels 
as described in page 8 of same in nominal figures in each of the years 2009 to 2018, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2662/20]

05/03/2020WRD03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In order to address the Deputy’s ques-
tion, my officials contacted the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) to request the necessary infor-
mation.  In response, the CBI noted that in compiling the NCID Report, the data used had the 
following market coverage (based on the proportion of total premium earned in 2018):   

-  Premium and policy count data covers 90% of the market;  

-  Claims settlement costs and numbers data covers 83% of the market.  

-  Banded claims settlement costs and numbers data covers 70% of the market. 

This level of coverage should be borne in mind when using data in relation to absolute 
amounts, e.g. of premiums or settled claims paid. In addition, while the information in respect 
of the number of premiums earned covers the years 2009 – 2018, the information in respect of 
settlement claims covers the years 2015-2018 only.  

I will now address the three questions raised by the Deputy and provide the information 
given to my officials from the Central Bank of Ireland.  Please note that this data is available in 
Annex 2 of the NCID private motor insurance report published on the Central Bank of Ireland 
website www.centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-analysis/national-claims-information-database. 

1.  The number of premiums paid by policyholders in respect of motor insurance in 
nominal figures in each of the years 2009 to 2019    

The CBI has provided officials with the following data in respect of the number of premi-
ums earned for the years 2009-2018:   

Table 1- Number of premiums earned in respect of private motor insurance (all poli-
cies).   

Year Number of Premiums (Earned Policy 
Count) 

2009  1,808,945  
2010  1,705,146  
2011  1,756,823  
2012  1,819,858  
2013  1,822,783  
2014  1,814,433  
2015  1,777,622  
2016  1,767,990  
2017  1,851,343  
2018  1,865,268  
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2. The total amount paid out on claims (or the cost of claims) by the different settle-
ment channels in tabular form 

As noted above, the CBI advised my officials that the figures relating to settlement chan-
nels need to be considered in the context that the NCID Report is covering an estimated 83% 
of the market for settled claims (Table 2) and 70% of banded settled claims (Table 3), based 
on the 2018 earned premium of the companies included versus the total market 2018 earned 
premium.  This means that when calculating the amount paid out on claims by the different 
settlement channels using the NCID data, it is important to consider that this is a portion (albeit 
a very significant portion) of the actual cost of claims and thus not the total cost of claims.  

The Deputy will note that the information related to the average injury settlement costs in 
each settlement channel is available in the NCID Report (Table 3, page 27).  The numbers and 
costs of claims for Table 3 of the NCID report can be seen in Table 2 (also published in Annex 
2 to the 2019 NCID report).  

Table 2- Cost of injury claims by settlement channel and settled year 2015 – 2018 (Ac-
companies 2019 NCID private motor report Table 3 - breakdown of the average injury 
settlement costs in each settlement channel.  Figures represent 83% of the market.) 

Sett Year Settlement 
Channel 

Number of 
Claimants 

Comp Costs 
(€) 

Legal Costs 
(€) 

Other Costs 
(€) 

Total Costs 
(€) 

2015 Direct 7,750 86,137,100 8,391,709 3,342,662 97,871,471 
2016 Direct 7,968 92,339,009 10,106,950 3,761,677 106,207,636 
2017 Direct 7,482 90,210,558 10,867,941 4,590,717 105,669,216 
2018 Direct 7,619 91,089,760 13,312,087 4,276,466 108,678,313 
2015 PIAB 2,473 53,650,333 1,177,307 2,743,768 57,571,408 
2016 PIAB 2,537 57,114,652 1,538,362 2,589,401 61,242,415 
2017 PIAB 2,303 53,903,271 2,044,220 2,080,333 58,027,824 
2018 PIAB 1,994 45,958,606 2,250,124 1,519,120 49,727,849 
2015 Litigated 4,228 173,221,854 92,318,851 8,120,951 273,661,656 
2016 Litigated 4,178 173,160,910 92,086,371 7,800,613 273,047,894 
2017 Litigated 4,599 227,132,560 111,402,444 7,365,213 345,900,218 
2018 Litigated 4,714 230,741,682 112,275,745 2,355,635 345,373,062 

Referring to Table 2, it can be seen that the value of total costs for direct settlements have 
increased by 11% between 2015 and 2018, the cost of injury claims settled by PIAB decreased 
by 13.6% and the cost of injury claims settled through litigation increased by 26.2%.    

While it is true to say that the nature or severity of the injury claims settled in the different 
channels can vary significantly and there may be good reasons for pursuing litigation,  it can be 
stated that the pursuit of litigation is contributing significantly to overall settlement costs, and 
that the cost of claims settled by litigation has increased significantly since 2015.   

Table 3- Cost of injury claims less than €100k by settlement channel and settled year 
2015 – 2018 (accompanies 2019 NCID private motor report Table 4 - breakdown of the 
average injury settlement costs, where the total cost of settlement is less than €100k.  Fig-
ures represent 70% of the market) 

Settled Year Settlement 
Channel 

Number of 
Claimants 

Compensa-
tion Costs (€) 

Legal Costs 
(€) 

Other Costs 
(€) 

Total Costs 
(€) 

2015 Direct 7,454 76,446,732 6,677,237 3,319,580 86,443,551 
2016 Direct 7,605 80,523,255 7,740,095 3,741,127 92,004,477 
2017 Direct 6,977 77,660,872 8,374,744 4,258,879 90,294,500 
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Settled Year Settlement 
Channel 

Number of 
Claimants 

Compensa-
tion Costs (€) 

Legal Costs 
(€) 

Other Costs 
(€) 

Total Costs 
(€) 

2018 Direct 7,046 78,334,369 9,677,062 4,454,080 92,465,509 
2015 PIAB 2,229 47,918,422 805,821 2,704,610 51,428,853 
2016 PIAB 2,151 48,394,861 1,108,609 2,639,851 52,143,323 
2017 PIAB 1,889 42,869,687 1,303,550 2,146,386 46,319,624 
2018 PIAB 1,619 36,686,459 1,433,587 1,844,017 39,964,059 
2015 Litigated 3,416 72,559,299 48,725,827 3,789,976 125,075,099 
2016 Litigated 3,204 74,521,477 47,147,615 3,758,945 125,428,032 
2017 Litigated 3,537 84,970,861 51,654,711 4,261,636 140,887,207 
2018 Litigated 3,544 85,793,493 53,653,145 3,660,758 143,107,394 

Table 3 focusses on the cost of injury claims less than €100k by settlement channel.  It rein-
forces the point made above about the impact that litigation is having on settlement costs.  The 
above figures are aggregate in nature. However when examined from an average claim perspec-
tive, they indicate that the average settlement for litigated cases under €100,000 is just over 
€23,000 while the accompanying average legal costs is just over €14,500.  When this is com-
pared with the average PIAB award of just over €22,500, and its average legal costs of €753, it 
raises questions about how the differential in legal costs can be justified.  In addition, the length 
of time to settle these claims is nearly two years longer than in PIAB, which in itself drives up 
the cost of insurance.  I do not believe these differentials are sustainable and in light of this com-
parative information, set out in the NCID report and the table, I believe that legal profession 
needs to recognise their role regarding costs.  The data within the NCID report makes it clear 
that in overall terms, PIAB offers the most cost effective settlement channel and I would hope 
that its settlement rates increase going forward.  This is a key aim of our work in the CIWG.    

In conclusion, the NCID Report demonstrates why we must address award levels in this 
country if we want to see cheaper insurance premiums and an increased risk appetite from in-
surers.  In this regard, the data in the NCID Report shows that personal injury claims have been 
driving the cost of claims in recent years – representing 75% of the ultimate claims costs over 
the period.  This is not sustainable in my view.  This is all the more concerning as the Report 
shows that these increased costs are not being driven by a higher frequency of claims.  I believe 
that our focus therefore must continue to be on the Judicial Council and its publication of the 
new Personal Injuries Guidelines later this year.

05/03/2020WRD03900Bank Branch Closures

05/03/2020WRD0400075. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance his views on the ongoing clo-
sures of commercial bank branches nationwide; his further views on whether many persons, 
including the elderly, will be left without convenient commercial bank services; the steps he 
will take with the Central Bank to prevent further closures; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2687/20]

05/03/2020WRD04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the 
banking sector is experiencing a challenging operating environment and the traditional bank-
ing model has been under pressure for some years to adapt and deal with legacy issues. In such 
circumstances, cost management is likely to remain a high priority for banks as it is an area 
under their control. 

However, branch closures are always a matter of regret, and I as Minister, would hope that 
closures are kept to the minimum necessary for financial sustainability. Notwithstanding this, I 
do expect that any bank closing branches will do everything it can to mitigate the impacts of the 
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branch closures on local communities, including technology and the use of alternative means 
of service delivery.  

I am advised by the Central Bank, that within its Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the 
Code) that there is a requirement that a regulated firm must not, through its policies, procedures, 
or working practice, prevent access to basic financial services. In addition, Provision 3.12 of the 
Code requires that banks make clear to consumers when they intend to close a branch, in order 
to allow consumers to make alternative arrangements if they so wish.  When intending to close, 
merge or move a branch, the bank must:

1. notify the Central Bank immediately;

2. provide at least two months’ notice to affected consumers to enable them to make alterna-
tive arrangements;

3. ensure all business of the branch is properly completed prior to its closure, merger or 
move, or alternatively inform the consumer of how continuity of service will be provided; and

4. notify the wider community of the closure, merger or move in the local press in advance.

In line with the requirements of Provision 3.12, when the Central Bank is made aware of 
any branch closures, it engages with the regulated entity to ensure the impact of any decision re-
garding branch closures is carefully considered across its full customer base. The Central Bank 
expects that the regulated entity in question will provide affected vulnerable customers with all 
the assistance that is necessary to ensure that they retain full access to basic financial services, 
albeit at another branch location.

For those who are concerned that there is a lack of convenient commercial bank services in 
light of branch closures, I would like to draw your attention to the Indecon report on Commu-
nity Banking in Ireland published by my Department in December 2019. The report concluded 
that there is extensive provision of banking services by credit unions, An Post, as well as by 
commercial banking providers in the Irish market. 

The report found that there are 1,912 branches operated by banks, credit unions and post of-
fices in Ireland, 63% of these branches are post offices or credit unions and 37% are banks. The 
Indecon report also demonstrates that there is a higher number of branches per capita in many 
of the counties where a significant percentage of the population resides in rural areas.

05/03/2020WRD04200Banking Operations

05/03/2020WRD0430076. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take with the 
Central Bank to ensure that commercial bank services continue to be made readily available to 
customers who are not online; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2688/20]

05/03/2020WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that deci-
sions in regards to operational matters are the sole responsibility of the boards and management 
of the individual banks which are run on an independent and commercial basis. Furthermore, 
the independence of banks in which the State has a shareholding is protected by Relationship 
Frameworks, which are legally binding documents that cannot be changed unilaterally. These 
frameworks are publicly available and were insisted upon by the European Commission to pro-
tect competition in the Irish market.

However, I am advised that the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) 
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states that a bank must not, through its policies, procedures, or working practice, prevent access 
to basic financial services. The Central Bank adopts a ‘technology neutral’ approach meaning 
that the same principles of regulation, including the rules of the Code, apply equally to both 
digital and traditional delivery environments.

Part 4 of the European Union (Payment Accounts) Regulations 2016, Access to Payment 
Accounts, Article 15, sets out that payment accounts with basic features shall be made available 
to consumers by all relevant credit institutions, without discrimination.

Part 4, Article 17 of those 2016 Regulations outlines the minimum level of services that 
must be offered to the consumer. This includes services enabling the opening, operating and 
closing of the payment account, placement of funds in the account and the withdrawal of cash 
from the account. These services must be available to carry out at the counter on the premises 
of the credit institution and at ATM machines. The account must also permit the execution, 
within the EU, of direct debits, payment transactions using a payment card and credit transfers 
at terminals and counters of the relevant credit institution.

In December 2019,  the Department of Finance published the Indecon report on Commu-
nity Banking in Ireland, the conclusions of this Report indicate that customers have alterna-
tive banking options available to them aside from commercial banks.  The report concluded 
that there is extensive provision of banking services in the Irish market, not just by commercial 
banks but by credit unions and An Post. 

The report found that there are 1912 branches operated by banks, credit unions and post of-
fices in Ireland, 63% of these branches are post offices or credit unions and 37% are banks. The 
Indecon report also demonstrates that there is a higher number of branches per capita in many 
of the counties where a significant percentage of the population resides in rural areas. Credit 
unions and post offices provide a wide range of banking services and may be a convenient op-
tion for customers who are not online. 

05/03/2020WRD04500Mortgage Arrears Proposals

05/03/2020WRD0460077. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the re-
sponse to date to the industry letter issued to credit institutions, credit servicing and retail credit 
firms of 23 October 2019 relating to the charging of costs associated with the legal process and 
other third party charges to borrowers in mortgage arrears; the quantum of such costs that have 
been reimbursed to customers to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2700/20]

05/03/2020WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank of Ireland (the Central Bank) that it can confirm that it has received responses from all 
relevant regulated entities to its letter of 23 October 2019.  As the Deputy will be aware, the 
letter related to the practice of charging costs associated with the legal process and other third 
party charges (the costs) to borrowers in mortgage arrears. In this regard, the Central Bank has 
confirmed to me that:

1.  Applying the costs prior to the conclusion of repossession proceedings and prior to the 
decision by a Court to award the costs to the regulated entity is not in borrowers’ best interests. 
Additionally, it is not in the borrower’s best interests to apply the costs prior to settlement be-
tween the parties concerned or prior to the borrower being in a position to redeem the mortgage 
and requesting to do so; and

2.  Pursuant to the terms of the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2016 (the ‘CMCAR’), charging interest on the costs at any point is contrary to 
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Regulation 29 (2) of the CMCAR. 

Regulated entities are required to conduct their affairs in a manner that ensures that con-
sumers’ interests are protected.  The Central Bank recognises that there may be some cases that 
are more complex than others (such as mortgages that have already been settled) but expects 
all regulated entities to ensure the best interests of consumers are protected. The Central Bank 
will continue to challenge regulated entities where consumer focused outcomes are not clearly 
demonstrated. 

Finally, the Central Bank cannot discuss or share individual responses from regulated enti-
ties, as in accordance with Section 33AK of the Central Bank Act 1942 (as amended) they can-
not disclose the details of any subsequent action(s) that they might take.

05/03/2020WRD04800VAT Rate Reductions

05/03/2020WRD0490078. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if the need for a lower VAT rate 
for hairdressing will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2753/20]

05/03/2020WRD05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Given that the impact of an increase in 
the VAT rate on the hospitality sector as a whole has only recently been reviewed by the Depart-
ment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners, there does not seem to currently be a case for 
reviewing the impact of the increase. 

In addition, the main finding of the Department’s Review is that expenditure on goods and 
services subject to the 9% is particularly sensitive to income growth and to the economic cycle, 
more so than to price changes. This is evidenced by studies which have shown that hairdressing 
services are twice the cost in Ireland compared to Northern Ireland, despite the fact that a 20% 
VAT rate applies to the service in the North compared to 13.5% here.

However, the Department will continue to monitor all economic activity in the normal way 
as part of the budgetary cycle.

05/03/2020WRD05100Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

05/03/2020WRD0520079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that regu-
lated retail credit firms and credit servicing firms dealing with mortgages are adequately staffed 
to deal with the amount of accounts they have to manage; the length of time regarded as an 
acceptable period for such a firm to assess a completed standard financial statement form from 
a customer before conveying a decision; his views on the fact it is taking over a year in some 
cases for a completed standard financial statement form to be assessed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2761/20]

05/03/2020WRD05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
of Ireland (the Central Bank) that in 2015, they completed a themed inspection of compliance 
with certain aspects of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (CCMA). They found 
significant and undue delays on the part of some lenders in assessing cases at various stages in 
the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP). Additionally, they found that while firms 
had policies and processes in place for progressing a borrower’s case once a completed Stan-
dard Financial Statement (SFS) had been received, it was evident in some firms that these 
processes were not robust and stringent enough to prevent delays. In recognition of the time it 
may take to complete and assess the SFS and the potential deterioration in a borrower’s arrears 
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situation while this process is being carried out, the CCMA specifically allows a lender to agree 
a temporary arrangement with a borrower, for a limited period, sufficient to allow time for the 
lender to receive and complete a full review of the SFS. 

As a result of the Central Bank’s finding, firms were required to put in place the necessary 
resources, controls and procedures to ensure that borrowers did not experience any undue de-
lays during the period between the borrower submitting the SFS for assessment and when the 
firm’s decision was communicated to the borrower.  The Central Bank issued an industry letter 
outlining the outcomes and feedback from this themed inspection in 2015, a copy of the letter 
issued can be found on their website: www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/Regulation/con-
sumer-protection/compliance-monitoring/themed-inspections/code-of-conduct-on-mortgage-
arrears/gns4-2-1-2-ccma-ind-ltr.pdf)

The Central Bank also published Requirements and Standards for Credit Servicing Firms:  
(www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/regulation/industry-market-sectors/credit-servicing-
firms/legislation/gns-4-4-4authorisation-creditservicingfirms.pdf?sfvrsn=5) in January 2019 
and Requirements and Standards for Retail Credit Firms:   (https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/
default-source/regulation/industry-market-sectors/retail-credit-home-reversion-firms/authori-
sation-process/rcf-requirements-and-standards.pdf?sfvrsn=4) in 2017, which require firms to 
have adequate staffing in place and to ensure that relevant members of staff are fit and proper 
and have appropriate experience and skills. All firms seeking authorisation as a Credit Servic-
ing Firm or Retail Credit Firm are required to demonstrate to the Central Bank that they are in a 
position to meet each of the requirements set out prior to being authorised.  The Requirements 
and Standards must also be complied with on an on-going basis.  

In addition, the Central Bank’s statutory codes of conduct including the Consumer Protec-
tion Code 2012 (CPC) requires firms to ensure it has and employs effectively the resources, 
policies and procedures necessary for compliance with the CPC. 

The CCMA requires that lenders have fair and transparent processes in place for dealing 
with borrowers in or facing mortgage arrears. Provision 17 of the CCMA requires a lender to 
establish a centralised and dedicated Arrears Support Unit (ASU), which must be adequately 
staffed, to manage cases under the MARP. Furthermore, Provision 35 requires that a completed 
SFS must be assessed in a timely manner by the lender’s ASU.  

I would urge any customer who is not satisfied with the service being provided by their 
financial institution to firstly make a complaint to their financial institution and if they are not 
satisfied with the response received, to make a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman.  They can be contacted at www.fspo.ie or at 01 567 7000.

05/03/2020WRD05400Interest Rates

05/03/2020WRD0550080. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if banks are never allowed 
to increase the interest margin over the ECB tracker rate beyond what was initially agreed with 
the customers unless they have a valid reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2828/20]

05/03/2020WRD05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Provisions governing the setting and 
adjustment of interest rates are a contractual matter for the parties to a credit agreement and the 
contract usually sets out the circumstances in which the interest rate can be changed (including, 
if applicable, in circumstances where the interest rate is determined by a reference rate and any 
associated margin) over the duration of the credit agreement.  Therefore, subject to compli-
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ance with relevant consumer protection requirements, such as the Central Bank’s Consumer 
Protection Code and the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and other relevant consumer 
protection requirements, mortgage interest rates may be adjusted in line with the applicable 
contractual provisions. 

If a consumer is are not happy with the way a regulated entity is dealing with them, they can 
make a complaint to the regulated entity and if they are not satisfied with the response received 
from their regulated entity, they have the option to bring a complaint to the independent Finan-
cial Services and Pensions Ombudsman. 

05/03/2020WRD05700Tax Code

05/03/2020WRD0580081. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of plans to change flat 
rate expenses and the reclaiming of same; the way in which this will impact on teachers; if the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed and the concerns outlined will be addressed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2868/20]

05/03/2020WRD05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would like to advise the Deputy that 
all employees have a statutory right to claim a deduction under section 114 of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act (TCA) 1997 in respect of an expense incurred wholly, exclusively and necessar-
ily in the performance of the duties of their employment, to the extent which the expenses are 
not reimbursed by the employer. 

The flat rate expense (FRE) regime is an administrative practice operated by Revenue to 
ease the administrative burden on Revenue and on employees in certain sectors by facilitating 
the automatic granting of a fixed tax allowance to cover allowable employment-related ex-
penses, without the need for annual claims by every employee concerned.  It applies where both 
specific commonality of expenditure exists across an employment category and the statutory 
requirement for a tax deduction for expenses as set out in section 114 TCA 1997 is satisfied.  

I am advised by Revenue that it remains committed to the FRE regime and encourages all 
taxpayers to avail of their full tax relief entitlements.  

I am aware that Revenue has recently completed a comprehensive review of their FRE re-
gime. The purpose of the review, which involved engagement with relevant representative bod-
ies, was to ensure that the expenses granted to each employment category remain justified and 
appropriate to modern day employments and work practices.  Each category of FRE allowance 
was examined separately in the light of the legislative requirements of section 114 of the TCA 
1997, which provide that expenses are tax deductible only if they are wholly, exclusively and 
necessarily incurred by the employee in the performance of the duties of his or her employment 
and are not reimbursed by the employer.  

Revenue recently announced its decision to defer the implementation of any planned chang-
es to the FRE regime until 1 January 2021, to allow time, as part of the annual Tax Strategy 
Group process, for the examination of a number of policy matters that were raised during Rev-
enue’s review .  

Consequently, there will be no change to FRE allowances for 2020, including the allow-
ances available to teachers. Teachers will be entitled to the same FRE allowance in 2020 as was 
available to them in 2019. 

I am advised by Revenue that it remains committed to the FRE regime and encourages all 
taxpayers to avail of their full tax relief entitlements.
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05/03/2020WRD06000Insurance Costs

05/03/2020WRD0610082. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of plans to deal with 
the rising cost of motor, home and business insurance; the steps being taken to prevent busi-
nesses from closing and bring down premiums; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2891/20]

05/03/2020WRD06200104. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the measures he plans to 
implement to deal with exorbitant insurance costs affecting many sectors of the economy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3756/20]

05/03/2020WRD06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82 
and 104 together.

The general problems across the country as a whole faced by many consumers and busi-
nesses in relation to the cost and availability of insurance are well known. Unfortunately, there 
is no single policy or legislative “silver bullet” to immediately stem or reverse premium price 
rises or increase capacity.  This is because there are many constraints faced by the Government 
in trying to address this issue in particular the fact that it can neither direct the courts as to the 
award levels that should be applied, nor can it direct insurance companies as to the pricing 
level, which they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance.

However, insurance reform remains a priority. Consequently, following the publication 
of its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in 2017, the Cost of Insurance Working Group 
(CIWG) undertook an examination of the employer liability and public liability insurance sec-
tors.  This second phase culminated in the publication in January 2018 of the Report on the 
Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  There has been significant progress in the 
implementation of the two CIWG Reports. Examples include the following:   

-  the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission, and its subsequent recommenda-
tions relating to addressing award levels for soft tissue injuries – this has provided the objective 
evidence we need to be able to address award levels;

-  the establishment of the Judicial Council and its Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee, 
which is due to prepare new draft guidelines for personal injuries awards later this year;

-  the establishment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank to 
increase transparency around the future cost of private motor insurance; the Central Bank is to 
commence work on  expanding its scope to cover employer and public liability insurance this 
year;

-  reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019; 

-  amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 to make it 
easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

-  the reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers;

-  various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, as well as the recent commitment by 
the Garda Commissioner to investigate insurance fraud at a divisional level and which will be 
guided by the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau (GNECB) who will also train Gardaí 
all over the country on investigating insurance fraud, and the recent success under Operation 
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Coatee, which targets insurance-related criminality; and,

-  the work currently underway by the Law Reform Commission (LRC) to undertake a de-
tailed analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound legislation to delimit or 
cap the amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of some or all categories of 
personal injuries.

These reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor insurance (CSO 
figures from January 2020 show that the price of motor insurance is now 27.4% lower than the 
July 2016 peak).  It is important to continue working to ensure that these positive pricing trends 
can be extended to other forms of insurance, including those relevant to businesses.

Undoubtedly the single most essential challenge which must be overcome if there is to be a 
sustainable reduction in insurance costs particularly for small businesses is to bring the levels 
of personal injury damages awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other 
jurisdictions.  In this regard, I believe good progress has been made with the establishment of 
a Judicial Council and its decision to nominate 28 April for the establishment of the Personal 
Injuries Guidelines Committee (PIGC). My understanding is that this means that the PIGC will 
be required by the legislation to submit draft Guidelines to the Judicial Council by 28 Octo-
ber.  While the Government cannot interfere in the Judicial Council’s deliberations due to the 
constitutional separation of powers, I would hope that the Guidelines will take into account 
the Personal Injury Commission’s benchmarking report, and can come into operation as soon 
as possible following their submission to the Judicial Council.  In return for lower and more 
consistent award levels, I believe insurers have to significantly reduce their premium levels and 
broaden their risk horizons.  

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputies  that the Cost of Insurance Working Group is 
continuing to focus on implementing the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Em-
ployer and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on 
the Cost of Motor Insurance.  The cumulative effects of the completion of the two Reports’ 
recommendations should include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for businesses 
and a more competitive insurance market.

05/03/2020WRE00200Illicit Trade

05/03/2020WRE0030083. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the Ex-
chequer on an annual basis of illegal trade in tobacco, drink and fuel products; the additional 
measures planned to counteract such illicit trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2927/20]

05/03/2020WRE0040084. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the additional measures he 
plans to implement to counteract illegal cross-Border trade in tobacco, drink and fuel products; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2928/20]

05/03/2020WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 83 
and 84 together.

I am assured by Revenue that combating the threat which fuel fraud and the illicit alcohol 
and tobacco trades pose to legitimate business, consumers and the Exchequer continues to be 
a priority. 

Steps taken by Revenue to combat the illegal fuel trade include the introduction of stringent 
supply chain controls and reporting requirements, and a rigorous programme of risk focused 
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enforcement action. In addition, Revenue and the UK Revenue and Customs undertook a joint 
initiative to introduce a new marker for use in marked fuels, which came into operation in April 
2015. The industry view is that the actions taken have been successful in curtailing fuel fraud. 

Illicit trade in alcohol can occur through the diversion of untaxed alcohol onto the market, 
through the production of counterfeit alcohol and through smuggling from countries with lower 
taxes. Revenue takes appropriate action where illicit activity is detected and this action is in-
formed by intelligence on criminal activity and risk-based examination of commercial traffic 
and stock in retail premises. 

Revenue acts against all aspects of the illegal tobacco trade and uses a combination of risk 
analysis, profiling and intelligence, and risk-based screening of cargo, vehicles, baggage and 
postal packages to intercept illicit products. Action after importation includes checks at retail 
outlets, markets and private and commercial premises. 

Revenue and An Garda Síochána collaborate closely in acting against fuel, alcohol and 
tobacco crime, and also cooperate closely with their counterparts in Northern Ireland, in the 
framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force. This cooperation plays a key role 
in targeting the organised crime groups responsible for much of this criminality, who operate 
across jurisdictions.

I am advised by Revenue that it is inherently difficult to estimate the extent of any illegal 
trade with confidence and it is not possible, therefore, to estimate the potential loss to the Ex-
chequer of illegal trade in alcohol. The extent of the illicit trade in cigarettes is estimated, how-
ever, through annual surveys of smokers that are carried out for Revenue and the National To-
bacco Control Office of the Health Service Executive by IPSOS MRBI. The 2018 survey found 
that 13% of cigarettes consumed in the State were illicit. This compares to a survey estimate 
of 13% for 2017 and 10% for 2016. Assuming that the illicit cigarettes consumed displaced the 
equivalent full tax paid quantity of cigarettes, the results of the 2018 survey indicate that the 
loss to the Exchequer in excise duty and VAT was approximately €211m.  

Revenue conducted random National Sampling Programmes in the years 2016 to 2019 to 
assess the extent of fuel laundering. The programmes each involved nearly one in ten of some 
2,500 holders of auto fuel trader licences. Tests of diesel samples taken from the randomly se-
lected traders found no evidence of the new marker in any of them. The results of this sampling 
are a clear indication that Revenue’s actions have resulted in the near elimination of the selling 
of laundered products at retail level. The 2018 sampling programme was expanded to include 
hauliers and other businesses in the transport sector. A very small number of samples from this 
programme tested positive. The results of the 2019 sampling programme were broadly in line 
with previous years. 

I am satisfied that Revenue’s work against fuel fraud and the illicit alcohol and tobacco 
trades has achieved a considerable level of success. I know that Revenue is very conscious of 
the resourcefulness of those involved in these forms of criminal activity and remains vigilant 
for, and ready to respond to, any new developments in these areas. 

05/03/2020WRE00600Insurance Costs

05/03/2020WRE0070085. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the steps being taken to 
reduce the cost of insurance for community groups holding events; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3022/20]

05/03/2020WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am very aware of the affordability 
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and availability of insurance cover issues facing local community groups, including insurance 
coverage for events that they hold.  I have much sympathy for the position such groups find 
themselves in, however as the Deputy is aware, there are significant constraints on what the 
Government can do to immediately resolve this issue.  In this regard, neither I, nor the Central 
Bank of Ireland, have any influence over the pricing of insurance products, and neither can we 
compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide cover to community groups or their 
events, as this is a commercial matter for insurers.  This position is reinforced by EU Single 
Market rules relating to insurance which expressly prohibit Member States from adopting rules, 
which would require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and 
conditions of insurance products.  A further constraint is the fact that the Government cannot 
direct the courts as to the award levels that should be applied.

Notwithstanding these constraints, insurance reform remains a priority.  The Cost of In-
surance Working Group (CIWG) was established in July 2016 and undertook an examination 
of the factors contributing to the increasing cost of insurance in order to identify what short, 
medium and long-term measures could be introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for 
consumers, businesses and the voluntary/community and arts sectors.  The CIWG has produced 
two reports: the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance and the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance.  

Many reforms have been made already, including amendments to the Civil Liability and 
Courts Act 2004, the Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003, and the establishment of 
National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank of Ireland.  It is clear however that 
the single biggest challenge that still needs to be addressed and which is having the most impact 
on the community group sector is the level of awards that exist in Ireland, for relatively minor 
injuries, as compared to other jurisdictions.  

In this regard, the key recommendation arising from both of the CIWG’s reports was the 
establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission (PIC) and the publication of its two reports.  
The PIC conducted a benchmarking of award levels between Ireland and other jurisdictions for 
the first time and this has been very helpful in identifying the scale of the problem that is faced.  
This research showed that award levels for soft tissue injuries in Ireland were 4.4 times higher 
than in England and Wales.  On foot of the PIC recommendations, the Government with the 
support of all parties in the Oireachtas prioritised the passing of the Judicial Council Act 2019.  
This Act provides for the establishment of a Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee upon the 
formal establishment of the Judicial Council.  This Committee is tasked with introducing new 
guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum. 

I am also pleased that the Judicial Council held its first meeting on 7 February, and that it 
has nominated 28 April for the establishment of the Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee.  I 
understand that this means that it will be required by the legislation to submit draft Guidelines 
to the Judicial Council by 28 October.  While the Government cannot interfere in the Judicial 
Council’s deliberations due to the constitutional separation of powers, I would hope that the 
Guidelines will take into account the PIC’s benchmarking report, and can come into operation 
as soon as possible following their submission to the Judicial Council.  In return for lower and 
more consistent award levels, I believe insurers have to significantly reduce their premium lev-
els and broaden their risk horizons.  

In summary, the key outstanding challenge to satisfactorily resolve the cost and availability 
of insurance issue is a recalibration of award levels downwards.  I believe that if this is done 
and these awards are applied consistently by the courts, the current problems being experienced 
by impacted community groups, as well as other businesses and organisations more generally, 
will recede.
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05/03/2020WRE00900Tax Credits

05/03/2020WRE0100086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the progress to date in the 
determination of tax credit entitlements in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3143/20]

05/03/2020WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
examined the tax record of the person in question and is satisfied that they are in receipt of their 
correct entitlements based on the information provided by them. 

For tax year 2019, Revenue records indicate that the person was married but opted to be 
separately assessed for tax purposes for that year. They may now request a review of their own 
tax situation and that of their spouse for 2019 to determine whether any unused tax credits or 
rate bands are available for transfer between them. They can request such a review through 
Revenue’s MyAccount service for which they are already registered. 

If the person and their spouse elect to become jointly assessed for 2020, they should ensure 
they complete the process, which can also be done through the MyAccount service, before 31 
March 2020.

Further information relating to the basis of assessment for married couples or those in a 
civil partnership is available on Revenue’s website at link: www.revenue.ie/en/life-events-and-
personal-circumstances/marital-status/marriage-and-civil-partnerships/joint-assessment.aspx, 
which may be of assistance to the person. Alternatively, the person can contact Revenue’s Na-
tional PAYE Helpline at telephone 01-7383636 should he require any assistance.

05/03/2020WRE01200Stamp Duty

05/03/2020WRE0130087. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional 
revenue that would be generated if the stamp duty on private residential properties in excess of 
€1 million increased from 2% to 4%. [3188/20]

05/03/2020WRE01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
Ready Reckoner, which is available on the Revenue website at link www.revenue.ie/en/cor-
porate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, provides (on page 19) the estimated additional 
revenue that would be generated by increasing the rate of Stamp Duty on the portion of cost for 
a residential property above €1 million to 4%.

05/03/2020WRE01500Tax Code

05/03/2020WRE0160088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce flat 
rate expenses for dental hygienists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3231/20]

05/03/2020WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The flat rate expense (FRE) regime is 
operated by Revenue on an administrative basis where both a specific commonality of expendi-
ture exists across an employment category and the statutory requirement for the tax deduction 
as set out in section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 is satisfied, namely, that the 
expenses are wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred in the performance of the duties of 
the office or employment by the employee concerned and that such expenses are not reimbursed 
by his or her employer. 
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The FRE regime was established to apply a uniformity of approach to tax deductibility for 
expenses of large groups of employees and to facilitate ease of administration for both Revenue 
and employees. The expense should apply to all employees in that category and not be discre-
tionary. Revenue has advised me that it will consider FRE applications where a large number 
of employees incur broadly identical qualifying expenses which are not reimbursed by their 
employer. Applications are generally made by the representative bodies in the employment sec-
tors concerned and are considered by Revenue based on the specific commonality of expenses 
within the employment category and compliance with the strictly applied statutory requirement 
for a tax deduction.  

I am aware that Revenue has recently completed a comprehensive review of their FRE re-
gime. The purpose of the review, which involved engagement with relevant representative bod-
ies, was to ensure that the expenses granted to each employment category remain justified and 
appropriate to modern day employments and work practices.  Each category of FRE allowance 
was examined separately in the light of the legislative requirements of section 114 of the TCA 
1997, which provide that expenses are tax deductible only if they are wholly, exclusively and 
necessarily incurred by the employee in the performance of the duties of his or her employment 
and are not reimbursed by the employer. Notwithstanding this review, I understand Revenue is 
willing to engage with representative bodies of any large groups of employees, including dental 
hygienists, to consider an application for flat rate employment expenses.    

Revenue recently announced its decision to defer the implementation of any planned chang-
es to the FRE regime until 1 January 2021, to allow time, as part of the annual Tax Strategy 
Group process, for the examination of a number policy matters that were raised during Rev-
enue’s review.  Consequently, there will be no change to FRE allowances for 2020. I am advised 
by Revenue that it remains committed to the FRE regime and encourages all taxpayers to avail 
of their full tax relief entitlements.  

As I have said on previous occasions, there has been no change to the general rule set out 
in legislation that all employees have a statutory right to claim a deduction under section 114 
TCA for any valid expenses incurred wholly, exclusively and necessarily in the performance of 
the duties of their employment, to the extent which the expenses are not reimbursed from any 
source.  So while certain employees may not be able to claim a deduction on a universal “flat 
rate” basis, they may be able to still claim a deduction on a specific “vouched basis”.

05/03/2020WRE01800Tax Collection

05/03/2020WRE0190089. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a particular return submit-
ted to the Revenue Commissioners by a person (details supplied) in County Cork has been fully 
examined and processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3232/20]

05/03/2020WRE02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue has confirmed to me that the 
person in question filed his 2019 Income Tax return (Form 11) via the Revenue Online System 
(ROS) on 25 February 2020. 

Revenue has also confirmed that a Notice of Assessment issued to the person on 26 Febru-
ary and the associated tax refund issued by cheque on 28 February 2020.

05/03/2020WRE02100Property Tax Review

05/03/2020WRE0220090. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance his plans with regard to the local 
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property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3301/20]

05/03/2020WRE02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The review of the Local Property Tax 
was completed by the Department of Finance in conjunction with the Departments of the Tao-
iseach, Public Expenditure & Reform and Housing, Planning & Local Government and the 
Revenue Commissioners and the report was published in April last year and is available on the 
Department of Finance website. 

In accordance with its terms of reference, the review focused on the impact of house price 
movements on LPT liabilities under a series of scenarios involving different rate and tax band 
structures. The review also included an examination of the outstanding recommendations of the 
2015 Thornhill review of the Local Property Tax. It included a consultation process to enable 
all interested parties and individuals to submit their views on the future of the LPT. 

The Review Group found significant but geographically uneven increases in residential 
property price levels which made it difficult to identify a scenario that would deliver on the 
condition I set that there should be relative stability for all taxpayers in their LPT liabilities and 
that any increases should be modest, affordable and fair.

Having considered the findings of the review report, I decided to defer the valuation date 
from 1st November 2019 to 1st November 2020. This gave sufficient time for the Budgetary 
Oversight Committee to consider the review report in the context of the Committee’s recom-
mendations in its report on LPT of 21 March 2018.  Importantly, as a result of my decision, the 
LPT bills of those liable for the tax will not be increasing in 2020. 

I met with the Committee in June of last year to discuss the review of the Local Property 
Tax. The Committee also had a separate meeting with officials of the Department of Finance. I 
received the Committee’s scrutiny report on the LPT review in September 2019. 

In order to bring this matter forward, amending legislation will be required and this will 
need to be in place sufficiently early this year so that the Revenue Commissioners can have 
the necessary administrative and technical arrangements in place for the 2021 LPT year. This 
legislation will be a matter for the incoming government.

05/03/2020WRE02400Pension Levy

05/03/2020WRE0250091. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised by the Exche-
quer from the levy introduced in 2011 on pensions by year; the long-term effect this levy will 
have on pensions for those who worked in the semi-State sector who do not have an entitlement 
to the State contributory pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3325/20]

05/03/2020WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed the Deputy is referring to 
the stamp duty levy on pension funds, i.e. the pension levy, which was in operation from 2011 
to 2015.

I am advised by Revenue that a table showing stamp duty receipts, including the levy on 
pension funds, for the relevant years, is available on the Revenue website at the link: www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/receipts/stamp-duty-receipts.pdf.
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The data requested by the Deputy are set out in the following table:

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
 €m €m €m €m €m
Pension   
Levy

463.23 482.88 535.31 742.88 169.31

For the years 2016-2018, the amount collected by the pension levy is set out in the follow-
ing table:

 2016 2017 2018
 €m €m €m
Pension   Levy 0.41 0.05 0.08
The pension fund levy was introduced in 2011 in the wake of the financial crash and at a 

time when the economy was in serious difficulties. Urgent action needed to be taken to preserve 
and boost jobs and it is an unavoidable fact that difficult economic situations require hard and 
very often unpopular decisions. All sectors of the economy had to contribute to the recovery 
plan and the levy was designed to claw back a small amount of the very generous tax reliefs 
that those contributing to pension arrangements had benefitted from over many years. The levy 
went to fund the tax reductions and expenditure measures introduced in the Jobs Initiative, in-
cluding lowering the VAT rate for the tourism sector to 9%. The levy was successful and did its 
job as reflected in the increased activity and employment in that sector. The trustees of pension 
schemes affected by the levy had the option of adjusting current or prospective scheme benefits 
to take account of the levies, which included the possibility of reducing future retirement ben-
efits.  

For the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 the rate was 0.60% of the pension scheme assets. For 
the year 2014, the rate was 0.75% of the assets and for the year 2015, the final year of the levy, 
the rate was 0.15%. Under the legislation, the payment of the levy was treated as a necessary 
expense of a pension scheme and the trustees or insurer, as appropriate, were entitled where 
needed to adjust current or prospective benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the 
levy. It was up to the trustees or insurer to decide whether, when and how the levy should be 
passed on and to what extent, given the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for 
which they are responsible. 

However, the legislation also included safeguards aimed at ensuring that, should the option 
of reducing scheme benefits be taken, it had to be applied in an equitable fashion across the dif-
ferent classes of scheme members that could include active, deferred and retired members. In 
no case could the reduction in an individual member’s or class of member’s benefits exceed the 
member’s or class of member’s share of the levy.  Where pension scheme trustees or an insurer 
took the decision to treat the levy as an expense of the pension scheme, they would have ad-
justed current or prospective benefits payable to members under that scheme. The consequence 
of this treatment by the trustees or insurer could be a permanent reduction in members’ benefits. 

The value of the funds raised by way of the levies have been used to protect and create 
jobs and this has helped to create the improving financial and economic position of the State. 
Taxpayers to whom the impact of the levy may have been passed on by the chargeable persons 
responsible for the payment of the levy (the pension scheme trustees, etc.) will have since ben-
efited from tax reductions in the last number of Budgets.

In relation to entitlement to the State pension for semi-State employees, entitlement to the 
State pension is a matter for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, but 
I can advise that modified rate PRSI contributors who do not have sufficient means may qualify 
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for the means tested State pension (non-contributory).

05/03/2020WRE02700Tax Code

05/03/2020WRE0280092. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the tax treat-
ment of cohabitating couples in order that they are treated the same way as married couples as is 
the case in the social welfare code; if he will allow tax credits to be allocated between cohabit-
ing couples; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3329/20]

05/03/2020WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In situations where a couple is cohab-
iting, rather than married or in a civil partnership, each partner is treated for the purposes of 
income tax as a separate and unconnected individual. Because they are treated separately for 
tax purposes, credits, tax bands and reliefs cannot be transferred from one partner to the other.  

The basis for the current tax treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court 
decision in Murphy vs. Attorney General (1980). This decision was based on Article 41.3.1 of 
the Constitution where the State pledges to protect the institution of marriage. The decision held 
that it was contrary to the Constitution for a married couple, both of whom are working, to pay 
more tax than two single people living together and having the same income. 

To the extent that there are differences in the tax treatment of the different categories of cou-
ples, such differences arise from the objective of dealing with different types of circumstances 
while at the same time respecting the constitutional requirements to protect the institution of 
marriage. Cohabitants do not have the same legal rights and obligations as a married couple or 
couple in a civil partnership which is why they are not accorded similar tax treatment to couples 
who have a civil status that is recognised in law. Any change in the tax treatment of cohabiting 
couples can only be addressed in the broader context of future social and legal policy develop-
ment in relation to such couples.

I have been advised by Revenue that from a practical perspective, it would be very difficult 
to administer a regime for cohabitants which would be the same as that for married couples or 
civil partners. Married couples and civil partners have a verifiable official confirmation of their 
status. It would be difficult, intrusive and time-consuming to confirm declarations by individu-
als that they were actually cohabiting. It would also be difficult to establish when cohabitation 
started or ceased.  There would also be legal issues with regard to ‘connected persons’. To 
counter tax avoidance, ‘connected persons’ are frequently defined throughout the various Tax 
Acts. The definitions extend to relatives and children of spouses and civil partners. This would 
be very difficult to prove and enforce in respect of persons connected with a cohabiting couple 
where the couple has no legal recognition. There may be an advantage in tax legislation for a 
married couple or civil partners as regards the extended rate band and the ability to transfer 
credits. However, their legal status has wider consequences from a tax perspective both for 
themselves and persons connected with them.

05/03/2020WRE03000Pension Levy

05/03/2020WRE0310093. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the impo-
sition of a levy on private pensions during the financial emergency; if he will take appropriate 
measures including intervention with the relevant private pension companies to ensure that the 
value of these pensions are restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3335/20]

05/03/2020WRE03200105. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if the pension levy for the occu-
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pational pension will be reimbursed. [3774/20]

05/03/2020WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 93 
and 105 together.

The pension fund levy was introduced in 2011 in the wake of the financial crash and at a 
time when the economy was in serious difficulties. Urgent action needed to be taken to preserve 
and boost jobs and it is an unavoidable fact that difficult economic situations require hard and 
very often unpopular decisions. All sectors of the economy had to contribute to the recovery 
plan and the levy was designed to claw back a small amount of the very generous tax reliefs 
that those contributing to pension arrangements had benefitted from over many years. The levy 
went to fund the tax reductions and expenditure measures introduced in the Jobs Initiative, in-
cluding lowering the VAT rate for the tourism sector to 9%. The levy was successful and did its 
job as reflected in the increased activity and employment in that sector. The trustees of pension 
schemes affected by the levy had the option of adjusting current or prospective scheme benefits 
to take account of the levies, which included the possibility of reducing future retirement ben-
efits.  

For the years 2011, 2012 and 2013, the rate was 0.60% of the pension scheme assets. For 
the year 2014, the rate was 0.75% of the assets and for the year 2015, the final year of the levy, 
the rate was 0.15%. Under the legislation, the payment of the levy was treated as a necessary 
expense of a pension scheme and the trustees or insurer, as appropriate, were entitled where 
needed to adjust current or prospective benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the 
levy. It was up to the trustees or insurer to decide whether, when and how the levy should be 
passed on and to what extent, given the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for 
which they are responsible. 

However, the legislation also included safeguards aimed at ensuring that, should the option 
of reducing scheme benefits be taken, it had to be applied in an equitable fashion across the dif-
ferent classes of scheme members that could include active, deferred and retired members. In 
no case could the reduction in an individual member’s or class of member’s benefits exceed the 
member’s or class of member’s share of the levy.  Where pension scheme trustees or an insurer 
took the decision to treat the levy as an expense of the pension scheme, they would have ad-
justed current or prospective benefits payable to members under that scheme. The consequence 
of this treatment by the trustees or insurer could be a permanent reduction in members’ benefits. 

The value of the funds raised by way of the levies have been used to protect and create 
jobs and this has helped to create the improving financial and economic position of the State. 
Taxpayers to whom the impact of the levy may have been passed on by the chargeable persons 
responsible for the payment of the levy (the pension scheme trustees, etc.) will have since ben-
efited from tax reductions in the last number of Budgets.

05/03/2020WRE03400Tax Code

05/03/2020WRE0350094. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will exempt the living alone 
allowance paid to some social welfare recipients from income tax; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3338/20]

05/03/2020WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The tax treatment of certain benefits 
payable under the Social Welfare Acts is dealt with under section 126 of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act of 1997. 

The Living Alone Allowance is an extra payment made to individuals who are 66 years of 
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age or over, and are in receipt of any of the following Social Welfare payments: 

-  the State Pension (Contributory); 

-  the State Pension (Non-Contributory); 

-  Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension; 

-  Widow’s/Widower’s Pension under the Occupational Injuries Benefit Scheme; 

-  Incapacity Supplement under the Occupational Injuries Benefit Scheme; and,

-  Deserted Wife’s Benefit. 

The Living Alone Allowance is also paid if a person is under 66 years of age and in receipt 
of any of the following Social Welfare payments:

-  Disability Allowance;

-  the Invalidity Pension, 

-  Incapacity Supplement; or,

-  Blind Pension.

The tax treatment of the Living Alone Allowance reflects the tax treatment of the underly-
ing Social Welfare payment which the individual is in receipt of; thus the allowance is tax-
able where the underlying payment is taxable, and the allowance is already exempt from tax 
where the underlying payment is specifically exempted from taxation.  Any change to this 
approach can happen only in the context of the Budget and Finance Bill process but there are 
no plans to depart from the present arrangements regarding the tax treatment of the allowance.

05/03/2020WRE03625Ministerial Meetings

05/03/2020WRE0365095. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance his plans to have a bilateral 
meeting with the managing director of the IMF, Ms Kristalina Georgieva; the issues that are 
likely to be on the agenda; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3498/20]

05/03/2020WRE03675Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware I met with 
Ms Georgieva during my visit to Washington, D.C. last October to attend the Annual Meetings 
of the IMF-World Bank. During our short meeting, I invited the new Managing Director to visit 
Ireland and subsequently confirmed the invitation in writing on my return to Dublin. Ms Geor-
gieva’s response is awaited and while no formal agenda has yet been agreed, I expect that  Ire-
land’s economic outlook and EU and international economic and financial developments would 
inevitably be discussed. I would also be keen to  discuss Ireland’s forthcoming 2020 Article IV 
consultation and the Financial Sector Assessment Program (FSAP), the Fund’s comprehensive 
and in-depth analysis of a country’s financial sector, which is due to commence later this year. I 
would also expect that the progress that has been made on the recently agreed package on IMF 
resources and governance reform would be a subject for discussion.

I believe that the IMF is a cornerstone of multilateralism, which has contributed to global 
economic and social progress. As a small and open economy, Ireland has a deep understanding 
and appreciation of the importance of international cooperation and trade fostered and under-
pinned by a well-functioning multilateral international economic system. In today’s environ-
ment of resurgent protectionism, I would  therefore  take the opportunity afforded in meeting 
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Ms Georgieva to reiterate Ireland’s ongoing commitment to multilateralism and our continued 
support for the important work of multilateral institutions like the IMF.

05/03/2020WRE03700Tax Code

05/03/2020WRE0380096. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the amount it would cost in 
a full year if the income tax band for a single person increased from €35,300 to €37,000; the 
estimated cost for a married couple in which the income tax band for one earner increases from 
€44,300 to €47,000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3499/20]

05/03/2020WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy’s request 
is to increase the standard rate cut off point (SRCO) for the major earner of a jointly assessed 
unit (couple) with two incomes (currently €44,300) while also increasing the SRCO for both 
singly assessed taxpayers (currently €35,300), and jointly assessed taxpayer units with one 
income (currently €44,300). It is further assumed that the Deputy wishes to retain the cur-
rent structure, whereby the maximum SRCO available to a jointly assessed couple with two 
incomes, i.e. €70,600, is equivalent to twice the SRCO available to a singly assessed taxpayer. 

That being the case, it is assumed the Deputy wishes to increase the SRCO point to €37,000 
for singly assessed taxpayers, €46,000 for jointly assessed taxpayers with one income, and 
€47,700 for the major earner in a jointly assessed unit (couple).

The estimated first and full year cost of this change is €365m and €421m respectively.

These estimates have been generated by reference to 2020 incomes, based on actual data for 
the year 2017 (the latest year for which returns are available) adjusted as necessary for income, 
self-employment and employment trends in the interim.

05/03/2020WRE04000Property Tax Exemptions

05/03/2020WRE0410097. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered temporar-
ily exempting homes of persons along the river Shannon that have been adversely affected 
by recent flooding from the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3677/20]

05/03/2020WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) provides for a limited number of exemptions from LPT, none of which oper-
ate on a temporary basis.  It does not provide any exemption for properties liable to, or having 
actually suffered, flooding. Limiting the exemptions available has kept the tax base as broad as 
possible and has allowed the rate to be kept low for those liable persons who do not qualify for 
an exemption. For this reason I do not intend to legislate for the temporary exemption proposed 
by the Deputy. 

Section 13 of the 2012 Act sets out how residential properties are to be valued for LPT 
purposes. LPT operates on a self-assessment basis and it is a matter for the property owner in 
the first instance to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment of the market value of 
the property. When making an assessment, it is expected that the effect of serious and regular 
flooding on a property would be factors that a property owner would take into account in valu-
ing the property. 

Current property valuations made on the valuation date of 1 May 2013 will continue to 
apply until 31 October 2020 on foot of S.I. No. 166/2019 - Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
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2012 (Section 13(3)) Order 2019. The declared valuation is not affected by any repairs or im-
provements made to a property, any damage to a property or by any general increase/decrease 
in property prices that might occur over the course of the valuation period.

Information and assistance in relation to LPT is available via the Revenue LPT Helpline on 
01-738 36 26.

05/03/2020WRE04300Vehicle Registration

05/03/2020WRE0440098. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the details of guidelines 
on NOx payments introduced since 1 January 2020 on imported vehicles; if a transition period 
was put in place for cars imported over 30 days before 1 January 2020 in cases in which persons 
were unable to book an assessment for VRT until after 1 January 2020 due to a backlog in the 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3721/20]

05/03/2020WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my Budget statement on 8 October 
I announced, in support of climate and public health policy, that I would be replacing the 1 per 
cent VRT diesel surcharge with a nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions-based charge that would 
apply to all passenger cars registering for the first time in the State from 1 January 2020.  The 
Finance Act 2019, section 50 subsequently introduced this additional charge.

I am informed by Revenue that previously registered vehicles are registered using the Na-
tional Car Testing Service (NCTS) Centres around the State.  Under legislation, a private im-
porter of a vehicle must make an appointment to register a vehicle within seven days of import-
ing the vehicle into the State and must register the vehicle within thirty days of importation. A 
separate system of authorisation is in place for motor dealers that allows them to hold vehicles 
beyond the thirty-day limit.  The performance standard for the NCTS Centres’ system of reg-
istration appointments is based on the thirty-day rule.  I am further informed by Revenue that 
all NCTS Centres, while busy in the November/December period, were in a position to offer 
appointments for registration of vehicles within the thirty-day service standard.

I am satisfied that ample notice of the new tax was provided from the time of my Budget 
statement (including extensive coverage in the national media) for people to register their cars 
and that the system of registration administered by the NCTS Centres on behalf of Revenue was 
at all times satisfactory.  In the small number of cases where people made appointments and 
presented their vehicles for registration at an NCTS Centre during December, and where, for 
operational reasons, the registration was not completed, Revenue will allow the registration of 
those vehicles without the NOx charge.

Further information on the NOx surcharge can be accessed at: www.revenue.ie/en/import-
ing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/guide-to-vrt/calculating-vrt/nitrogen-oxide-emissions.aspx.

05/03/2020WRE04600Insurance Coverage

05/03/2020WRE0470099. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has consulted with the 
insurance industry about compensation payouts as a result of flood and other storm damage 
from the recent storms; if the new rules have come into force regarding cash payments and 
retention payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3745/20]

05/03/2020WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My officials have recently been in 
touch with Insurance Ireland to get an update on the number of property claims they have re-



Questions - Written Answers

64

ceived as a result of the recent storms.  In response, Insurance Ireland has indicated that there 
has not been a large increase in the number of calls to their Consumer Insurance Information 
Service helpline. Therefore, Insurance Ireland’s initial view is that the recent storms have not 
lead to a significant increase in claims at this stage. However, they will continue to monitor the 
situation. 

In the context of the recent storms, the Deputy may wish to note that the Minister for Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, has announced the opening of a 
Scheme to provide emergency humanitarian assistance for small businesses, sports clubs, com-
munity and voluntary organisations unable to secure flood insurance and affected by recent 
flooding. In addition to this, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection has 
activated the Humanitarian Assistance scheme to support householders affected by flooding. 

Finally, in relation to the Deputy’s query about the new rules on retention, the position is as 
follows. Section 17 of the Consumer Insurance Contracts Act 2019 provided for these new rules 
and this recently enacted piece of legislation is subject to Ministerial commencement.  In that 
regard, I believe that it should be a matter for the new Government to commence that piece of 
legislation and as such these new rules are not yet active.

05/03/2020WRE04900Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRE05000100. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the exposure GDP faces 
from contract manufacturing particularly with regard to potential trade disruption as a result of 
the Covid-19 outbreak; the proportion of goods that are manufactured in China but booked here 
using the contract manufacturing method; the way in which it impacts on GDP; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3746/20]

05/03/2020WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Exports from Ireland under ‘contract 
manufacturing’ arrangements account for approximately one-third of Irish exports, amounting 
to just over €68 billion in 2018 (latest available full-year data). 

Contract manufacturing is a form of outsourcing whereby an Irish-resident firm engages a 
company abroad to manufacture goods on its behalf (and vice versa). Despite having no actual 
production or associated employment in Ireland, this activity is recorded as production in Ire-
land under the global national accounting framework (which, in the European Union, is referred 
to as the European System of Accounts 2010, ESA2010).  When the products are subsequently 
exported, this is treated as an Irish export.  

These activities artificially inflate Irish GDP.  GNI*, however, is not inflated by contract 
manufacturing as this measurement adjusts for foreign-owned intellectual property located in 
Ireland (the main domestic input into contract manufacturing). 

A large proportion of Irish-outsourced contract manufacturing takes place in China which, 
of course, was the epicentre of the COVID-19 outbreak and where significant disruptions to 
production have taken place. 

Given these disruptions, it is certainly possible that Irish production and exports associated 
with contract manufacturing could be affected.  If this was to happen, headline GDP would 
be adversely affected although there would be no impact on GNI* or employment in a direct 
sense.  If the lost output and sales are not recovered by year-end, it is possible that corporation 
tax receipts could be affected.

The extent of the impact on the economy will depend on the duration of the disruptions to 
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production in China (and elsewhere) caused by COVID-19.  My Department will continue to 
monitor developments and advise accordingly. 

05/03/2020WRE05200Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRE05300101. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the potential exposure to 
the economy from the Covid-19 outbreak; the potential impacts on tourism, travel, trade and 
global supply chains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3747/20]

05/03/2020WRE05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it must be stressed that 
it is difficult to quantify the global and domestic economic impacts of the Covid19 outbreak at 
this stage. This is because the impact will depend on several factors, not least the duration of the 
epidemic as well as the containment measures put in place to limit its spread. These are simply 
impossible to estimate and, accordingly, it is extremely difficult to quantify the macroeconomic 
impact at this point in time. 

Nevertheless, the OECD has estimated that, in a scenario where economic disruption is 
mainly confined to China, with only limited spill-overs to other regions, measures put in place 
to contain the Covid19 virus could take ½ a percentage point (pp) off the growth rate of the 
global economy this year.  

I would stress, however, that this is a very benign scenario - it is also based on the as-
sumption that the impact is mostly contained to the first quarter of this year, which appears a 
somewhat heroic assumption.  In a broader contagion scenario, where the economic fall-out is 
longer-lasting and more widespread, the OECD estimates that this could take 1½ percentage 
points off the global growth rate. 

As small and export-oriented, the Irish economy is particularly sensitive to external eco-
nomic conditions. Over the medium-term, the pass-through of a global shock to the domestic 
economy tends to be broadly one-for-one - i.e. if world demand falls by 1 pp then, over the 
medium term, Irish economic activity is c. 1 pp below what would otherwise have been the 
case – with a less than one-for-one impact in the short-term. Slower growth would, in turn, have 
negative consequences for the labour market and the public finances.

While difficult to quantify at this stage, there are likely to be negative impacts for the Irish 
economy across a range of sectors.  An increasingly integrated world economy means that sup-
ply-chains are also increasingly integrated, with many being ‘just-in-time’.  Falling production 
of intermediate goods in China is now affecting the final output in other countries that will also 
likely impact production facilities in Ireland.  In terms of direct trade links, the share of goods 
trade with China is around 6 per cent of total trade, based on preliminary data for last year. 

However, indirect exposure to China is potentially more significant. The euro area is Ire-
land’s largest trading partner, accounting for close to a third of total exports.  In turn, China ac-
counts for 9 per cent of total euro area goods and services trade.  The tourism and travel sectors 
are also likely to be negatively affected as travellers in many parts of the world are likely to take 
a more cautious approach than would otherwise have been the case.

My Department is monitoring the situation closely and will prepare updated economic fore-
casts over the next month or so, taking into account all of the latest available information.  It 
must be stressed, however, that in the current environment, there is much more uncertainty than 
normal attached to any set of forecasts. 
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05/03/2020WRE05500Insurance Compensation Fund

05/03/2020WRE05600102. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the next payments 
from the insurance compensation fund will be authorised by the High Court for claimants in the 
case of a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3750/20]

05/03/2020WRE05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance (“Setanta”) was 
placed into liquidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a 
Maltese incorporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

As the Deputy is aware, neither I nor the Department of Finance have any role in the process 
including the making of applications to the High Court or payments.

Regarding when the next payments will be made, the Deputy will note that in accordance 
with the relevant legislation, there are certain steps to be completed in preparing any application 
to the High Court for payment from the ICF. These steps include the assessment and verification 
of each individual claim within the application by the State Claims Agency.

Officials in my Department have contacted the State Claims Agency who have confirmed 
that the date of the next Court application relating to Setanta claims is not yet known. The audit 
and legal process leading to the Court application will commence towards the end of March. 
It is expected that the Court application will be in April 2020 with payments being made most 
likely towards the end April or in early May. It is understood the value of the next tranche of 
Setanta payments will be approximately €7.5 million. 

Finally, any individual (or their solicitor) who has queries about their payment should con-
tact the liquidator via phone at +353 (0)818 255 255 or via email at iesetanta@deloitte.ie.

05/03/2020WRF00200Brexit Negotiations

05/03/2020WRF00300103. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the stability pro-
gramme update is due to be published; the prospect at this stage of no deal being reached by the 
EU and UK; the potential economic impacts of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3752/20]

05/03/2020WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance with the requirements of 
the European Semester, the Stability Programme Update (SPU) will be published and submitted 
to the European Commission by the end of April. 

The EU mandate for the negotiations on the future relationship with the United Kingdom, 
agreed last week, sets out the EU’s clear position, based on the Political Declaration. A close, 
comprehensive set of arrangements underpinning a new EU-UK relationship is in all of our in-
terests. Negotiations began between EU and UK negotiating teams this week. The work of the 
period ahead will be to achieve an ambitious and fair partnership that works for the benefit of 
all and that provides a new and strong foundation for this key relationship.

The Political Declaration envisages an ambitious trading relationship for goods on the basis 
of a Free Trade Agreement, but until there is greater clarity on the post-transition relationship 
there is likely to be continued uncertainty, particularly with respect to private sector investment.

My Department has been in contact with the ESRI on the economic impact of the With-
drawal Agreement and Political Declaration on the future relationship between the EU and the 
UK. I am satisfied that the existing analysis in the joint research by the Department and ESRI 
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broadly captures the range of possible future relationships. 

The analysis included a free trade agreement (of which there could be many forms), and a 
trading relationship under World Trade Organisation (WTO) frameworks. The impacts of these 
were modelled and estimated in the joint research which was published in March last year. 

Under these scenarios, over the medium-term (i.e. 5 years) the level of GDP would be of 
the order of between 1.9 and 3.3 per cent lower, respectively, compared to a situation where the 
UK remains in the EU. The negative impacts will be most severely felt in those sectors with 
strong export ties to the UK market – such as the agri-food, manufacturing and tourism sectors 
and also SMEs generally – along with their suppliers. The impact will be particularly noticeable 
outside the main cities.

My Department will continue to monitor developments with respect to the future relation-
ship between the EU and the UK, and will update the macroeconomic and fiscal projections 
to take account of any developments over the next month or so. These will be published in the 
SPU in April. 

  Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 82.

  Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 93.

05/03/2020WRF00700Tax Code

05/03/2020WRF00800106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the status of employment 
here in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3811/20]

05/03/2020WRF00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A single person in employment in the 
State is entitled to an annual Personal Tax Credit of €1,650 (€3,300 for married persons or civil 
partners) and an annual maximum Employee Tax Credit of €1,650. Persons employed in certain 
trades or professions can also receive an annual ‘flat rate expenses’ deduction. These entitle-
ments reduce the amount of tax that is liable to be paid on a person’s income.

Revenue have advised that the person in question has a current employment on record and 
is in receipt of the appropriate tax credits, deductions and rate band entitlements based on the 
information provided. Revenue has also confirmed that the person is paying the correct amounts 
of tax and Universal Social Charge (USC) based on his recorded status. 

If any person has concerns that their tax credit or rate band entitlements are not correctly 
reflected, they should contact Revenue’s National PAYE Helpline at telephone number 01-
7383636 to discuss the matter. Alternatively, the person can claim any additional entitlements 
through Revenue’s online MyAccount service, available at: www.ros.ie/myaccount-web/sign_
in.html?execution=e1s1. 

05/03/2020WRF01000Economic Growth

05/03/2020WRF01100107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that the economy continues to perform satisfactorily notwithstanding global 
or regional pressures; the extent of corrective measures; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3822/20]
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05/03/2020WRF01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Growth in the first three quarters of 
2019 remained strong, with GDP up 5.9 percent in year-on-year terms over that period, with 
the full year estimates due for release by the CSO very shortly. Of course, in recent years, GDP 
has become distorted by the activities of a small number of large multinational firms that often 
reflect a number of exceptional factors which have limited impact on actual activity in the do-
mestic economy. However a range of domestic measures, such as modified domestic demand 
and household consumption, have also been growing robustly. Indeed, the best barometer of 
how well our economy is performing is the labour market where we currently have record em-
ployment levels. 

Looking forward, economic growth is expected to continue but at a more moderate pace. 
However there are a number of downside risks to this outlook, perhaps the most pressing at the 
current moment, is the potential economic implications of the outbreak and spread of the coro-
navirus. Furthermore there is ongoing uncertainty surrounding the precise nature of the future 
trading relationship between the EU and the UK. Any further disruption to trade or a further 
slowdown in global growth would have a disproportionate impact on the Irish economy. 

The best way we can mitigate against these risks is through prudent budgetary policy, care-
ful management of the public finances and by focusing on competitiveness-oriented policies. 
Running budgetary surpluses in good times is the best way of reducing risk our economy and 
our public finances from the shocks that are likely.

05/03/2020WRF01300Economic Competitiveness

05/03/2020WRF01400108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
economy remains competitive in both the European and global context; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3823/20]

05/03/2020WRF01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Growth in the first three quarters of 
2019 remained strong, with GDP up 5.9 per cent year-on-year over that period, with the full 
year estimates for 2019 due for release by the CSO very shortly. 

Of course, in recent years, GDP has become distorted by the activities of a small number of 
large multinational firms that often reflect a number of exceptional factors which have limited 
impact on actual activity in the domestic economy.  However a range of domestic measures, 
such as modified domestic demand and household consumption, have also been growing ro-
bustly.  Indeed, the best barometer of how well our economy is performing is the labour market 
where we currently have record employment levels.

The strength of our economy, in part, reflects the important steps we have taken to improve 
our competitiveness. The 2019 IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook recently ranked Ireland 
as the 2nd most competitive country in the EU and the 7th most competitive country in the 
world.  In addition, the Central Bank’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator has improved 
by approximately 25 per cent since 2008.  Importantly, the robust economic growth in recent 
years has not yet given rise to significant inflationary pressures.  In 2019, average annual infla-
tion was just 0.9 per cent.

On wage developments, average weekly earnings increased by 3.5 per cent year-on-year in 
2019. The rise in household incomes is a welcome development, however it needs to be moni-
tored closely as a significant acceleration in wages would undermine Ireland’s competitiveness 
relative to other European countries. 

Despite the positive outlook for our economy, the risks over the coming years are numerous 
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and primarily external in nature. Perhaps the most pressing at the current moment is the poten-
tial economic implications of the outbreak and spread of the coronavirus. Furthermore there is 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the precise nature of the future trading relationship between 
the EU and the UK. Any further disruption to trade or a further slowdown in global growth 
would have a disproportionate impact on the Irish economy.

The best way we can mitigate against these risks is through prudent budgetary policy, care-
ful management of the public finances and by focusing on competitiveness-oriented policies.

05/03/2020WRF01600Tax Credits

05/03/2020WRF01700109. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance when the current tax credit for 
individuals was set at €1,650 and the employment tax credit was set at €1,650; the cumulative 
rate of inflation since that date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3867/20]

05/03/2020WRF01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The value of both the personal and em-
ployee tax credits has been set at €1,650 since the 2011 tax year following the implementation 
of Finance Act 2011. 

The cumulative rate of consumer price inflation (based on the Harmonised Index of Con-
sumer Price measure) from 2011 to end 2019 was 5.2 per cent.  Over the same period, between 
2011 and 2018, the level of (non-agricultural) hourly earnings as measured by CSO Earnings 
and Labour Costs survey grew by 12.3 per cent.

No Government in this jurisdiction has followed a policy of strict indexation of tax bands 
and/or tax credits, as it would undermine the flexibility to adapt spending as necessary to the 
level of resources available to the Government in any given Budget.  It would also restrict the 
ability of the Government to target resources where the need is greatest.

General increases to tax credits result in an increase in level of income that is effectively 
exempt from income tax.  It is estimated that in 2020, 28% of taxpayers will be exempt from 
income tax, including USC.  It may not be prudent to increase this number further through in-
creases in tax credits that would narrow the income tax base.  During the financial crisis, our 
income tax base narrowed to the point where 45% of potential taxpayers were exempt from 
income tax.  This was unsustainable and placed a disproportionate burden on those who were 
within the tax net to provide the tax revenues needed for public services and social supports.

05/03/2020WRF01900Corporation Tax Regime

05/03/2020WRF02000110. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date at 
EU level on a consolidated corporate tax rate for the EU; the implications for Ireland of the 
introduction of such a policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3868/20]

05/03/2020WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring 
to the European Commission’s proposals for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base 
(CCCTB) which were published in October 2016.  The proposals have been under discussion 
at Council working party level since that time.  Ireland is actively involved in these ongoing 
technical discussions. 

The re-launched CCCTB is split into two separate Directives – a Directive for a Common 
Corporate Tax Base (CCTB) and separately a second Directive for a Common Consolidated 
Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB).  The Common Corporate Tax Base proposal is being discussed 
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first and consolidation will only be discussed after the file is agreed.  

By its nature, the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base is a complex and detailed 
proposal.  Member States are discussing and debating the various aspects of the proposal in 
the relevant tax working parties. These discussions are progressing but much more technical 
consideration is needed.

The views of Member State delegations continue to diverge on a range of technical issues 
under discussion in respect of the proposal.  Significant technical work remains to be carried 
out.  The Croatian Presidency is currently continuing the approach of the recent Finnish Presi-
dency and holding meetings on specific technical issues within the proposal.

05/03/2020WRF02200Flood Prevention Measures

05/03/2020WRF02300111. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding flooding on Fenit Island; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2589/20]

05/03/2020WRF02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised that, in the first instance, the management of problems of flood-
ing and coastal protection in the area indicated remains a matter for Kerry County Council. 
The Council may carry out flooding and coastal protection works using its own resources, but 
where necessary, the Council may also put forward proposals to the relevant central Govern-
ment Departments, including the OPW, for funding of appropriate measures depending on the 
infrastructure or assets under threat. 

It is, however, open to Kerry County Council to apply for funding under the Office of Public 
Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, under which 
applications for funding from Local Authorities are considered for measures costing not more 
than €750,000 in each instance.  Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for projects that 
meet the eligibility criteria, including a requirement that the proposed measures are cost ben-
eficial. 

There is currently no application on hand for the location mentioned in the Deputy’s ques-
tion.

05/03/2020WRF02500Civil Service Staff Data

05/03/2020WRF02600112. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of the Civil Service mobility scheme; the number of persons on the list for transfer to other 
locations in Leinster; the number of persons on the list; the number who have been transferred 
from Dublin in each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2682/20]

05/03/2020WRF02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty is aware, the Civil Service Mobility scheme which comes under the remit of the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and is administered through HR Shared Services, National 
Shared Services Office, offers an opportunity for staff members to apply for mobility through 
an open and transparent system. The establishment of the scheme fulfils one of the requirements 
of Action 15 of the Civil Service Renewal Plan; and Action 14 of the People Strategy for the 
Civil Service.
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The scheme is being introduced on a phased basis. Phase 1 of the scheme went live in Sep-
tember 2018. This phase is for the general Civil Service grades of Clerical Officer (CO) and 
Executive Officer (EO) to apply for mobility between and within 46 zones. The location choices 
for the scheme are based on mobility zones (46 zones) rather than by county or province. 

Plans are on track to extend the scheme to include the grades of Higher Executive Officer 
(HEO), Administrative Officer (AO) in Q.2 2020, with the Assistant Principal to be included 
at a later date.  When this process is complete, mobility will be in place for all general Civil 
Service grades from Clerical Officer up to Assistant Secretary.

There has been a high level of interest in Phase 1 of the scheme (CO and EO) with 5,059 
staff members (24% of the total participating grades) applying for a move through the scheme 
across the country with:

-  1097 of the applicants applying to move out of Zone 46 (Dublin) to a regional location – 
representing 13% of the staff in the participating grades in Zone 46; 

-  Of these 863 applied to move to a regional location within Leinster. 

517 moves have taken place since the scheme went live with other moves currently in prog-
ress, with: 

-  58 moving out of zone 46 to a regional location;

-  Of these 42 moved to a regional location within Leinster.

05/03/2020WRF02800Garda Stations

05/03/2020WRF02900113. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus and completion date for construction works at the new Bailieborough Garda station; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2861/20]

05/03/2020WRF03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The pre-qualification procedure for the main contractor is ongoing.  Pre-qual-
ification of the reserved specialists will begin shortly.  It is expected that tenders will issue for 
the construction work during this summer with a contract awarded before the end of the year.  
Construction will take about 18 months.

05/03/2020WRF03100Garda Station Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRF03200114. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the new cell windows being installed in a Garda station in County Meath meet the required 
standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3272/20]

05/03/2020WRF03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): All Garda Cell windows are to the required EN 14019 standard. There are two 
approved cell window suppliers. The works to the cell windows in the Co. Meath Garda Station 
are part of the OPW cell upgrade programme. 

05/03/2020WRF03400National Monuments
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05/03/2020WRF03500115. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the transfer of title of a property to the State (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2620/20]

05/03/2020WRF03600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): While property acquisition relative to the National Monuments estate is a mat-
ter for the Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht, the Office of Public Works under-
stands that there are no proposals being actively pursued for this property to be acquired.

05/03/2020WRF03700Office of Public Works Staff

05/03/2020WRF03800116. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of staff employed by the Office of Public Works at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2635/20]

05/03/2020WRF03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As of 28th February 2020, the Office of Public Works employs two staff mem-
bers in Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

05/03/2020WRF04000Coastal Protection

05/03/2020WRF04100117. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for future coastal works required at Mornington, Bettystown and Laytown; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2779/20]

05/03/2020WRF04200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised that, in the first instance, the management of problems of coastal 
protection in the area indicated remains a matter for Meath County Council. The Council may 
carry out coastal protection works using its own resources, but where necessary, the Council 
may also put forward proposals to the relevant central Government Departments, including 
the OPW, for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under 
threat. 

Following the severe storms of Winter 2013/2014 and on foot of submissions made by the 
Local Authority, total funding of €126,792 was allocated by the OPW to Meath County Council 
for the repair of damaged coastal protection infrastructure. The Council has confirmed that the 
works at Laytown, including the replacement of gabions/rock armour revetment sea defence 
systems were carried out using this funding. This, however, was a once off allocation and no 
further funding is available under this stream. 

It is, however, open to Meath County Council to apply for funding under the Office of Pub-
lic Works’ (OPW) Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, under which 
applications for funding from Local Authorities are considered for measures costing not more 
than €750,000 in each instance.  Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for projects that 
meet the eligibility criteria, including a requirement that the proposed measures are cost ben-
eficial. 

05/03/2020WRF04300National Monuments

05/03/2020WRF04400118. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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applications received for funding from Louth County Council or another public body, including 
Fáilte Ireland, in respect of maintenance or other development works to St. Laurence’s Gate, 
Drogheda, the Old Abbey, Drogheda, Drogheda town walls and so on; the plans in place which 
will see the OPW develop a heritage or cultural site or centre in Drogheda; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2784/20]

05/03/2020WRF04500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has received no application for funding from Louth 
Co. Council in respect of the St. Laurence’s Gate, which is a National Monument in OPW’s 
care.  Any funds required for maintenance of this structure are provided within the subvention 
to the OPW for National Monuments and the Local Authority has no function in the matter.   

OPW has no role in relation to the other heritage structures mentioned and is not responsible 
for their maintenance or visitor development. In terms of the development of St. Laurence’s 
Gate as a visitor attraction, once the serious structural issues with the Monument are addressed, 
the intention is to make the structure accessible to visitors. Access to the site is currently pro-
vided during special events such as Heritage Week, local festivals, etc. and it is hoped, in time, 
this can be expanded. Given that a visitor proposal for St. Laurence’s Gate is not in sight in the 
short term, the question of an application for funding to Failte Ireland does not arise.

05/03/2020WRF04600Office of Public Works Projects

05/03/2020WRF04700119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2807/20]

05/03/2020WRF04800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works is liaising with other statutory bodies including 
Kerry County Council in relation to this matter. 

05/03/2020WRF04900Garda Stations

05/03/2020WRF05000120. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the plans 
by the OPW to purchase property for Garda stations in counties Cavan, Monaghan or Meath; 
the stages in negotiation for each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2862/20]

05/03/2020WRF05100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has no current requirement to purchase property 
for Garda Stations in the counties referred to.

05/03/2020WRG00200Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRG00300121. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding allocated to flood risk management through the OPW in each of the years 2018 to 2027 
that is already committed and due to be committed under the National Development Plan 2018-
2027. [2909/20]

05/03/2020WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Capital expenditure and funding for flood risk management for the period 2018 
to 2027 is set out in the following table.
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Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Expendi-
ture/Al-
location

€64.64m* €58.29mm* €85.866m** €100m €100m €100m €100m €100m €100m €100m

*Actual expenditure in these years

** Revised Estimates allocation 

The above allocations will allow the OPW in collaboration with Local Authorities to con-
tinue implementation of its comprehensive programme of investment in flood relief schemes 
nationally as announced in May 2018 at the launch of the Flood Risk Management Plans under 
the CFRAM Programme.  This programme amounts to €1 billion approximately and includes 
over 150 individual flood relief projects which the Government is committed to implementing 
within the timeframe of the National Development Plan.   In addition to the major projects, 
the OPW will continue to fund Local Authorities to undertake local flood relief projects up to 
a limit of €750,000 under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme. 
Other non-structural measures related to flood risk management are also included under the 
above funding.

05/03/2020WRG00500Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Funding

05/03/2020WRG00600122. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if ad-
ditional funding will be provided in 2020 to local authorities for the minor works scheme in 
view of increased incidents of flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2930/20]

05/03/2020WRG00700123. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
schemes in counties Cavan and Monaghan that will benefit under the minor works scheme in 
2020; the level of proposed expenditure on each scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2931/20]

05/03/2020WRG00800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 and 123 together.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to in-
vestigate and address. All Local Authorities, including Cavan County Council and Monaghan 
County Council, may carry out flood mitigation works, using either their own resources, or by 
applying for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 
Scheme.

Under this scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved 
projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social 
and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the 
availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available on 
www.opw.ie.

To the end of 2019, over 580 Minor Works projects have been completed, providing local 
flooding solutions to over 7,100 properties with expenditure amounting to over €39m since the 
scheme began in 2009.  In 2019, €4.75m has been approved for 49 projects, with €4.4m having 
been drawn down by Local Authorities by the end of the year.

This includes funding of €500,000 approved under this scheme for Monaghan County 
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Council to progress important flood alleviation works in Monaghan Town. These works will 
consist of the construction of a new culvert across the N54 and the R162 in Monaghan Town 
and additional flood alleviation measures for the Castle Road area which provides access to the 
town centre public car parks and shopping area.

A further application was submitted in February, 2020 by Monaghan County Council for a 
project at Drumfalda, Ballybay, under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection 
Scheme. This application is currently under consideration. 

The allocation of funding for the Minor Works scheme is included in the overall allocation 
for flood risk management investment included under Vote 13 (Office of Public Works) in the 
Estimates for Public Services for 2020.

05/03/2020WRG00900Garda Station Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRG01000124. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
a schedule will be provided of works for each Garda station in the context of planned retrofit-
ting and-or renovation works in 2020, 2021 and 2022; the status of Fitzgibbon Street station as 
of 27 February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2971/20]

05/03/2020WRG01100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The final phase of the refurbishment works for Fitzgibbon St commenced in 
January this year and are scheduled to take 12 months to complete.

 Please see below a list of Garda Stations refurbishments, which exceed €250,000 in value, 
and which are scheduled to be carried out during the period 2020 to 2022. 

Garda Station Year of proposed works
Bailieborough GS 2021/2022
Athlone GS 2020/2021
Portlaoise GS 2020/2021/2022
Fitzgibbon St GS 2020/2021
Donegal GS 2020
Bawnboy GS 2020
Leighlinbridge GS 2020
Bridewell GS, Dublin 2021/2022
Greystones GS 2021/2022
Henry Street GS, Limerick 2020
Carlow GS 2020
Swords GS 2020
Dungarvan GS 2020
Longford GS 2020/2021
Roscommon GS 2020/2021
Navan GS 2020/2021/2022
Finglas GS 2020
Listowel GS 2020/2021
Sligo GS 2020
Cavan GS 2020
Youghal   GS                                          2020/2021
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Garda Station Year of proposed works
Thomastown GS 2020/2021
Clonmel GS 2020/2021

05/03/2020WRG01200Consultancy Contracts Data

05/03/2020WRG01300125. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of consultants appointed to assist with CFRAM studies from 2011 to date; the cost of 
each consultancy contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2979/20]

05/03/2020WRG01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and a reply will 
issue directly to the Deputy very shortly.

05/03/2020WRG01500Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

05/03/2020WRG01600126. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
information in relation to the relocation scheme will be provided to persons (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2983/20]

05/03/2020WRG01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and a reply will 
issue directly to the Deputy very shortly.

05/03/2020WRG01800Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

05/03/2020WRG01900127. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
date for relocation payments to families in Gort, County Galway forced to move due to severe 
flooding in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2985/20]

05/03/2020WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Under the 2017 Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme stage payments 
are released to Homeowners as they meet the eligibility criteria of the Scheme.  This will vary 
on a case by case basis as Homeowners progress through the different stages of the Scheme.

It is not possible to provide information at County level, as this presents a risk that indi-
vidual homeowners could be identified.

05/03/2020WRG02100Drainage Schemes

05/03/2020WRG02200128. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the steps that can be taken to alleviate flooding at a location (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2986/20]

05/03/2020WRG02300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arte-
rial Drainage Schemes and catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts of 1945 and 1995. The OPW is responsible for the maintenance of the channel in question. 
The OPW will inspect the channel and if necessary arrange for weed and vegetation cutting to 
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take place, taking into account available resources, access and environmental conditions.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to investi-
gate and address, and Kerry County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using its own 
resources. The Council may also apply to the Office of Public Works for funding of flood miti-
gation works under this Office’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme. 
The purpose of this scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood 
mitigation works or studies to address localised flooding and coastal protection problems within 
their administrative areas. Details of this scheme are on the OPW website, www.opw.ie.

05/03/2020WRG02400Flood Relief Schemes

05/03/2020WRG02500129. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 168 of 1 October 2019, the status of the flood relief scheme (de-
tails supplied); the status of the hydrological modelling which was due to be completed before 
the end of 2019 with feasibility and route selection assessment expected to be completed by 
early 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2991/20]

05/03/2020WRG02600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office and Public Works (OPW) and Galway County Council are working 
together on the development of the Gort Lowlands Flood Relief Scheme with Galway County 
Council acting as the Contracting Authority for the project and funding being provided by the 
OPW.

The combinations of river water, groundwater, swallow holes and turloughs in the karst 
Gort Lowlands catchment makes this area ecologically unique on an international level. Ow-
ing to the complex nature of the area, Trinity College Dublin (TCD) and Geological Surveys 
Ireland (GSI) have been contributing to the development of the Scheme.  

This project is the first in the country to deal with so many complex hydrological variables 
over a 270 sq.km. area and it is critically important to ensure that the final flooding solution will 
be based on the very best data available, that has been analysed and modelled using the most 
up-to-date and robust criteria available.

Modelling is close to completion and this will feed into the route selection and feasibility 
assessment which is ongoing and expected to be completed by mid-2020.  Full public consul-
tation and engagement with all relevant stakeholders on emerging and preferred proposals are 
ongoing and will continue in advance of the submission of the scheme for formal statutory ap-
proval. 

05/03/2020WRG02700Flood Relief Schemes Status

05/03/2020WRG02800130. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of flood relief measures identified for Portumna, County Galway in the Shannon Catch-
ment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Plan published in May 2018; if such measures 
will be introduced particularly in view of recent heavy rainfall; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2992/20]

05/03/2020WRG02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Flood relief measures were identified for Portumna in the Shannon Catchment 
Flood Risk Management Plan which was published in May 2018.
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The Portumna Flood Relief Scheme is one of 59 projects included in a second phase of 
implementation of the Government’s full flood relief investment programme which there is a 
full commitment to progress in the coming years and within the 10 year timeframe for the pro-
gramme of investment.  

Galway County Council has agreed to be the lead body for implementation of the Portumna 
scheme.

05/03/2020WRG03000Public Sector Pensions Legislation

05/03/2020WRG03100131. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form further to Parliamentary Question No. 78 of 26 September 2019 when the new guidance 
on the implementation of section 52(6) and (7) of the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme 
and other Provisions) Act 2012 will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3010/20]

05/03/2020WRG03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As noted in 
my response to Parliamentary Question No. 78 of 26 September 2019, as result of a number of 
issues that have arisen in relation to the pensions benefit cap under section 52(6) and (7) of the 
Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and other Provisions) Act 2012, and the implemen-
tation of guidance on it, my Department has carried out a review into the operation of those 
provisions. 

As I have previously indicated,  I am hopeful that as a result of the review  it will ultimately 
be possible to issue new/revised guidance on the operation of the benefit cap for the direction of 
public service pension scheme administrators and I can confirm that work on the issues relating 
to section 52(6) and (7) is at an advanced stage.

Again, I would like to indicate to the Deputy my appreciation for his patience in relation to 
this matter, as I am aware that he has raised the review of the benefit cap on a number of occa-
sions in the past.

05/03/2020WRG03300Garda Stations

05/03/2020WRG03400132. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of a project (details supplied) in view of the fact that the site is shared with the Office 
of Public Works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3023/20]

05/03/2020WRG03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): It is proposed to build a new Garda Station for An Garda Síochána on the por-
tion of the site owned by the Office of Public Works (OPW). The new Station  will be developed 
as part of an OPW  designed Public Private Partnership project in collaboration with An Garda 
Síochána, Dept. of Justice and Equality and the National Development Finance Agency.   

05/03/2020WRG03600National Monuments

05/03/2020WRG03700133. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the in-
vestment plans in place for Moyne Abbey and Rosserk Abbey, Killala, County Mayo. [3065/20]

05/03/2020WRG03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
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Boxer Moran): Moyne Abbey is a privately owned property where the National Monument is 
in the Guardianship of the State.  Rosserk Abbey is owned by the State.  Both Monuments are in 
a good state of conservation repair and there are no major fabric works required other than light 
maintenance which is undertaken on a regular basis.  

There are no investment plans to develop either of these sites.

05/03/2020WRG03900Flood Relief Schemes Data

05/03/2020WRG04000134. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding allocated to date for flood mitigation works on the rivers Shannon and Suck since the 
flooding of 2015; the status of each project; the works planned on both river catchments; the 
number of families that applied for home relocation; the number approved, rejected and on 
hand; the number of homeowners that applied for individual property protection measures; the 
number approved, rejected and on hand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3094/20]

05/03/2020WRG04100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has invested approximately €11m on flood 
relief capital projects on the Rivers Shannon and Suck channels since the end of 2015. The 
projects listed below will be implemented over the course of the National Development Plan to 
2027. Construction is well advanced on the Athlone scheme and design and planning work is 
well underway on the others in the list.  The value of the projects listed is in excess of €120m 
when the whole life cost of each is considered.

County Proposed Flood Relief 
Schemes on main channels 
of rivers Shannon and Suck

Current Status

Galway Ballinasloe Consultants have been ap-
pointed to develop scheme

Galway Portumna Scheme to be advanced in 
next phase of projects being 
advanced

Clare Shannon Tender competition for con-
sultants to develop scheme 
is underway

Clare Springfield/Clonlara   Development of scheme 
ongoing. Preferred option to 
be presented by consultants 
shortly.

Clare Killaloe Small Project to be imple-
mented directly by Local 
Authority

Clare Kilrush Small Project to be imple-
mented directly by Local 
Authority

Clare Bunratty Small Project to be imple-
mented directly by Local 
Authority

Limerick Castleconnell Development of scheme 
ongoing
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County Proposed Flood Relief 
Schemes on main channels 
of rivers Shannon and Suck

Current Status

Limerick Limerick City Tender competition for con-
sultants to develop scheme 
to commence soon

Limerick King’s Island Scheme Scheme submitted for Plan-
ning approval

Limerick Foynes Scheme to be advanced in 
next phase of projects being 
advanced

Kerry Ballylongford Scheme to be advanced in 
next phase of projects being 
advanced

Leitrim Carrick on Shannon Consultants have been ap-
pointed to develop scheme

Leitrim Dromod Scheme to be advanced in 
next phase of projects being 
advanced

Leitrim Leitrim Village Tender competition for con-
sultants to develop scheme 
to commence soon

Roscommon Athleague Scheme to be advanced in 
next phase of projects being 
advanced

Westmeath Athlone Under construction
2017 Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

Current Status of the Scheme:

A total of 169   properties were identified through Local Authorities and direct Expressions 
of Interest, as being potentially eligible, of which:

-  73   were ineligible for further consideration and includes 22 homeowners who volun-
teered not to engage with the scheme, 

-  engineering solutions have been identified to potentially protect some 35   homes from 
future flooding funded by CFRAM, the Minor Works Scheme and the Remedial Works Scheme,  

-  work is continuing with the Local Authorities to explore possible engineering  solutions 
for a further 23   homes,

-  38   were invited to proceed to Stage 2 of the Scheme

The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland have approved 25 homeowners for humani-
tarian assistance under the Scheme. All 25   homeowners have been offered relocation in line 
with the criteria for the scheme.

Individual Property Protection

The Government’s 10 year programme of investment in flood relief schemes together with 
those in existence and underway aim to protect 95% of properties assessed under the Catchment 
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Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study as being at risk of flooding.

The OPW is undertaking a study of Individual Property Protection (IPP) to look at the po-
tential for a national scheme to protect a proportion of those properties that do not form part of 
the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) arising from the CFRAM study.   

This study is examining the administrative arrangements for IPP schemes where they exist 
in other jurisdictions including Northern Ireland, Scotland and England.  It is also considering 
work undertaken for two pilot schemes in Crossmolina and Thomastown/Graiguenamangh in 
Kilkenny.  

The study is highlighting the many interdependencies to ensure the effectiveness of IPP 
measures.  Hence the introduction of financial support to incentivise individuals to acquire 
IPP products for their homes needs broader consideration in the context of these findings.  The 
OPW is continuing to explore options for IPP having regard to the results of this study. 

05/03/2020WRG04200Question Heading

05/03/2020WRG04300135. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress to date on the pilot individual property flood protection scheme; the conclusions drawn 
from the Graiguenamanagh and Crossmolina pilots; when it is planned to make a submission 
to Government on a scheme to support individual property protection measures; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3095/20]

05/03/2020WRG04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In regard to Graiguenamanagh, in May, 2015 at the request of Kilkenny Coun-
ty Council, the Office of Public Works approved funding for the appointment of consultants 
to undertake a study on the feasibility of implementing Individual Property Protection (IPP) 
resources in Graiguenamanagh/Thomastown, and how best to organise and implement such a 
scheme.  

The pilot study included a detailed building survey to identify all potential flow paths through 
the affected properties and the type of foundation and floors in affected properties along with 
other factors which may affect the viability of any proposed measures.  In July, 2018 Kilkenny 
County Council took the decision not to proceed with the IPP scheme for Graiguenamanagh/
Thomastown, due to the limitations and risks involved with IPP, and instead adopted the recom-
mendations of the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) for the Suir, Nore and Barrow River 
Basins for permanent schemes, including one such scheme in Graiguenamanagh.

Kilkenny County Council is leading on the implementation of all flood relief schemes 
through planning, tender and construction.   A tender issued for engineering and environmental 
consultants to progress the Graiguenamanagh scheme on the 11th September, 2019 and a pre-
ferred tenderer has been identified.

In regard to Crossmolina, in 2016 the OPW appointed consultants to undertake a survey 
of individual properties in Crossmolina, Co. Mayo, in order to determine their suitability for 
floodgates as part of a pilot, and to make recommendations for each property.  Mayo County 
Council subsequently procured a contractor to supply and install the floodgates based on the 
recommendations of the consultants. Gates have now been installed in approximately 100 prop-
erties in the town, at a cost of approximately €350,000. The flood gates that have been installed 
have been integrated into local flood action emergency plan and will be put in place when flood 
alerts are notified.  
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The consultants are preparing a report for the above IPP project which will assess the differ-
ent aspects of the scheme from design through implementation, cost and operation.  However, 
the effectiveness of the scheme as a whole cannot be fully assessed until the gates are put to use 
and tested in a real time flood event.

National Scheme for IPP

The Government’s 10 year programme of investment in flood relief schemes together with 
those in existence and underway aim to protect 95% of properties assessed under the Catchment 
Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study as being at risk of flooding.

The OPW is undertaking a study of IPP to look at the potential for a national scheme to 
protect a proportion of those properties that do not form part of the FRMPs arising from the 
CFRAM study.   

This study is examining the administrative arrangements for IPP schemes where they exist 
in other jurisdictions including Northern Ireland, Scotland and England.  It is also considering 
work undertaken for two pilot schemes in Crossmolina. 

The study is highlighting the many interdependencies to ensure the effectiveness of IPP 
measures.  Hence the introduction of financial support to incentivise individuals to acquire 
IPP products for their homes needs broader consideration in the context of these findings.  The 
OPW is continuing to explore options for IPP having regard to the results of this study. 

05/03/2020WRG04500Public Expenditure Policy

05/03/2020WRG04600136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the main aspects of the benefits accruing to the well-being of the economy through the influence 
of expenditure and reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3113/20]

05/03/2020WRG04700139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he remains satisfied that the targets of his Department will continue to re-
main on course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3116/20]

05/03/2020WRG04800140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he expects public expenditure and reform to remain and play an important 
role in the economic progress of the country in the future; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3117/20]

05/03/2020WRG04900142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he is of the view public expenditure and reform need to remain part of eco-
nomic and fiscal strategy in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3119/20]

05/03/2020WRG05000144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
changes in public expenditure and reform are required in the short to medium term; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3121/20]

05/03/2020WRG05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 136, 139, 140, 142 and 144 together.

The improvement in economic conditions over the last number of years has enabled the 
Government to increase investment in public services. Priority has been given to additional 
funding in the areas of infrastructure, education, childcare and health. This investment delivers 
on immediate social and economic needs while also providing sustained longer-term benefits to 
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the State. Strong growth in capital spending is a notable feature of the recovery in public spend-
ing. This investment has centred on key areas such as social housing, transport and schools and 
is reflective of the Government’s goal of delivering growth-enhancing investment in conjunc-
tion with sustainable progress on social priorities.  

Recent fiscal policy has been based on implementing sustainable growth in expenditure 
that remains affordable over the medium term. In supporting this position, the Government 
has strived to ensure that public services are delivered in the most efficient and effective way 
possible. To this end, a number of reforms have been put in place in recent years, including the 
Performance Budgeting Initiative, the Equality Budgeting Initiative, the National Economic 
Dialogue and the Spending Review.

It is crucial that this approach is maintained in the medium term in order to mitigate against 
emerging risks in the domestic and global economy. In light of this, it is imperative that both 
current and capital expenditure is managed within profile this year by all Government Depart-
ments.

The Update to the Medium Term Fiscal Strategy published by the Department of Finance 
on 9th January set out fiscal projections to 2025. The strategy underpinning these projections is 
focussed on delivering General Government surpluses that would act as the first line of defence 
against potential risks to the economy and public finances.

Within this Fiscal framework it is imperative that sustainable expenditure policies, that con-
tinue to deliver improvements in public services and infrastructure, are pursued to support the 
well-being of the overall Irish economy and continued economic and social progress. 

05/03/2020WRG05200Public Expenditure Policy

05/03/2020WRG05300137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the main aspects of the benefited influence of expenditure and reform to the citizenry over the 
past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3114/20]

05/03/2020WRG05400141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which public expenditure and reform has been instrumental in the delivery of re-
sults to the country and the citizenry in the past eight years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3118/20]

05/03/2020WRG05500145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which the performance of his Department has contributed to economic recovery 
here; the way in which this compares to other jurisdictions throughout the EU in the eurozone 
and elsewhere; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3122/20]

05/03/2020WRG05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 137, 141 and 145 together.

Following a period of consolidation, it has been possible since 2015 to provide for moder-
ate, sustainable expenditure growth on an annual basis. The Government has prioritised spend-
ing that mitigates risk, enhances the resilience of the economy and raises our growth capacity 
whilst making incremental and sustainable improvements in public services. The steady growth 
in expenditure in recent years reflects the significant effort made by the Government to moder-
ate the level of expenditure increases and to secure a sustainable long-term path to growth. 

In further support of this, a wide range of budgetary reforms have been implemented in the 
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last number of years to improve transparency and accountability around the Budget process, 
while also facilitating best economic practice. This includes initiatives such as performance 
and equality budgeting and new publications such as the Summer Economic Statement and the 
Mid-Year Expenditure Report. 

Sound public finances are necessary to underpin sustainable economic growth in the context 
of our economic recovery and to progress towards our social and economic goals. This requires 
effective and efficient management of overall expenditure. To support this goal, my Depart-
ment has been engaging for the last three years with a range of Departments on the Spending 
Review process. The aim of this process is reinforce a systematic analysis of existing spending 
programmes, focusing on an assessment of efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability. Budget 
2020 also saw the publication of the first ‘Citizen’s Guide to the Budget’; a short, accessible 
document which put the Budget in simple terms, in order to make the process as accessible as 
possible. This document also sets out the services that will be delivered to the people of Ireland 
in an accessible way. For example, in 2020: 

-  108,000 children will be enrolled in the ECCE programme;

-  137,000 farmers will be supported through various agricultural schemes;

-  355,000 people will be provided with illness, disability and carer’s benefit; and

-  677,000 people will be provided with pension payments. 

Over the last five years, Irish General Government expenditure as a proportion of GNI* has 
moved to be broadly in line with the EU average figures for General Government expenditure 
as a percentage of GDP. In terms of capital expenditure, the overall public capital allocation  for 
2020 is €8.2 billion. At this level gross voted capital investment in 2020 will reach c. 4 percent 
of national income (GNI*) compared to an EU average in recent years of 2.9 percent (GDP).

05/03/2020WRG05700Public Sector Pay

05/03/2020WRG05800138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when all FEMPI restoration projects will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3115/20]

05/03/2020WRG05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my replies to PQ 46978 of 14 November 2019 and PQ 39967 of 1 October 2019.

As the Deputy is aware, to date, salary rates up to €50,000 have been fully restored. By Oc-
tober 2020, salary rates up to €70,000, which accounts for over 90% of the public service, will 
be fully restored.

For public servants who have not achieved full restoration of the FEMPI reductions by Oc-
tober 2020 (i.e the date of the last PSSA increase), restoration of outstanding amounts must be 
completed by way of Ministerial order. This order must be made on the following dates:

For those with a post – PSSA salary of under €150,000, the order must be made before 1 
July 2021, and for those with a post – PSSA salary of in excess of €150,000, the order must be 
made before 1 July 2022.

Under the terms of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am obliged to carry out an annual review of the 
operation, effectiveness and impact of the FEMPI Acts, having regard to the overall economic 
conditions in the State and national competitiveness. In this annual review, I am also to consider 
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whether or not any of the provision of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary having regard 
to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in respect of 
public service pay and pensions.

In my 2019 annual review, a written report of which was laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas on the 26th   June, I recommended the continuation of the unwinding of the FEMPI 
measures in line with the terms agreed under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 
2020 and provisions enacted in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-138-5-3-20_en.pdf”>FEMPI Report June 2019</a>]

Questions Nos. 139 and 140 answered with Question No. 136.

Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 137.

Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 136.

05/03/2020WRH00200Public Sector Reform Implementation

05/03/2020WRH00300143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which the principles of reform have benefited the national recovery in the past 
eight years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3120/20]

05/03/2020WRH00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that the significant reforms in the public sector that the Government has 
brought about since 2011 continues to deliver improved services and value for money across 
a range of themes such as governance, accountability, procurement, shared services, organisa-
tional reform and property management. 

The current framework for public service reform and innovation, Our Public Service 2020 
(OPS 2020) – which I launched at end-2017, builds on earlier reforms while expanding their 
scope in order to accelerate the digital delivery of public services, deliver better services to 
customers, drive innovation and develop our people and organisations.

Some notable examples of reform initiatives that have being delivered under Our Public 
Service 2020 include:

-  Transforming and driving Digital Delivery of Services, such as for example;  An Garda 
Síochána’s Active Mobility Service; Passport on-line; Library Service’s My Open Library ini-
tiative; Revenue Commissioners PAYE Modernisation programme;

-  Driving the take-up of Robotic Process Automation including the establishment of Pro-
curement Framework to enable draw down of support and expertise;

-  Innovation: A pilot Innovation Fund to support Public Service innovation, launched in 
May 2019; establishment of a central Innovation Support Team and Innovation Studio; launch 
of a first Public Service wide Innovation Network and first Public-Service wide Innovation 
Week held on 9-13 December 2019;

-  A significant strategic workforce planning initiative commenced in selected public service 
organisations; 

-  An initiative to support greater diversity and inclusion  in our  Public Service;
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-  Creation of a Public Service Leadership Board (PSLB) - at Sec Gen equivalent level- sup-
ported by the Public Service Management Group (PSMG).

Further details of these and the other reforms that continue to be delivered can be found 
in the first progress report on Our Public Service 2020, which I published last October in con-
junction with my colleague Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan. Information and up-dates on 
the full range of OPS 2020 activities can also be accessed at the website OPS2020.gov.ie. 

Apart from the OPS 2020 framework, reforms are underway in organisations right across 
the civil and public services. For example, the overall programme of reform that we set out in 
the 2014 Civil Service Renewal Plan in order to support a higher performing organisation con-
tinues to be embedded within our Civil Service.  A fourth progress report that captures the 
progress made since the Civil Service Renewal Plan commenced was published last May and 
this is also available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/collection/8a4a55-civil-
service-renewal-plan-progress-reports/#fourth-progress-report. An ambitious 10-year strategy 
and framework for Civil Service Renewal is now being developed which will allow the Civil 
Service to maintain a clear longer term vision and to achieve significant sustainable transforma-
tion in a number of key areas.

In my role as both Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, I have sought 
to ensure that our fiscal and public expenditure policy is sustainable and that Public Sector pol-
icy will continue to facilitate good economic performance in the future. A number of the bud-
getary reforms introduced in recent years to guide my decisions on overall fiscal policy in this 
regard, including fiscal rules, expenditure ceilings and spending reviews. The actions in OPS 
2020 will help ensure that the focus of the public service is very much on delivery of quality 
public services over the coming years, without impacting negatively on economic performance.

Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 136.

Question No.145 answered with  Question No. 137.

05/03/2020WRH00700Flood Relief Schemes Funding

05/03/2020WRH00800146. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
OPW has developed a specific cost-benefit analysis for areas impacted by turlough flooding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3161/20]

05/03/2020WRH00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW has not developed a specific cost-benefit analysis for areas impacted 
by turlough flooding, but all project funding appraisals are required to comply with the general 
requirements of the updated Public Spending Code, as well as any specific requirements set out 
in the relevant funding schemes, such as the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal 
Protection Scheme.

05/03/2020WRH01000Standards in Public Office Commission

05/03/2020WRH01100147. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
recommendations made by SIPO during the review of the lobbying laws as referenced in an ar-
ticle in a newspaper on 26 February 2020 (details supplied); the reason for refusal in each case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3217/20]

05/03/2020WRH01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accor-
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dance with section 2 of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 (the Act), I launched the second 
statutory review of the Act on 12 April 2019 by means of a press release. On the same day, my 
Department launched a public consultation process, inviting submissions from interested par-
ties by 10 May 2019.  A copy of the public consultation paper is available at the following link: 
www.gov.ie/en/consultation/652934-second-review-of-the-regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015/.

The response to this consultation was positive with 27 submissions received.  Those making 
submissions included the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO), Government Depart-
ments, representative bodies, interest groups, and various bodies and individuals engaged in 
lobbying. A table providing details of the submissions received, along with the content of each 
individual submission, including SIPOs submission, is available to view at the following link: 
www.gov.ie/en/consultation/652934-second-review-of-the-regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015/.  

The issues raised and suggestions for improvements in the submissions received were cat-
egorised into nine key thematic areas and the second statutory review was structured around 
these themes.

I enclose at APPENDIX 1 a table outlining the recommendations made by SIPO in its sub-
mission and the responses provided to each SIPO recommendation in the second statutory review 
report. The report itself is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/7ef279-
second-statutory-review-of-the-regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015/. 

All of the issues raised and the suggestions made in each of the 27 submissions received 
were examined and considered by my Department. The issues raised mainly concerned imple-
mentation and procedural matters. The review found that where issues highlighted had not 
already been dealt with, they could be effectively managed and resolved on an administrative 
basis by SIPO. The review includes a number of recommended further actions for SIPO to con-
sider, along with two recommendations for my Department.

Overall, there was widespread acceptance of and support for the legislation in the submis-
sions received. I am satisfied that now is not the time to consider amending this legislation and 
I agree with my Department’s assertion that the amendment of any legislation should only be 
considered where a compelling business case for change is clear and unequivocal. The third 
statutory review of the Act must commence by 1 September 2022.

05/03/2020WRH01300Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

05/03/2020WRH01400148. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
construction works on the new forensic laboratory has commenced; if not, when the works will 
commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3234/20]

05/03/2020WRH01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The delivery of the Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory Project at the Back-
weston campus is managed by the Office of Public Works. The preferred Main Contractor and 
Reserved Specialists have been identified and notified. 

Construction is expected to start in Q1 2020 once final budgetary approval is received from 
the Department of Justice and Equality.  

05/03/2020WRH01600Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH01700149. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
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he will consider the establishment of a single authority to manage and take responsibility for 
the River Shannon which would include key stakeholders, including a number of community 
representatives that have first-hand experience of flooding on the river; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3303/20]

05/03/2020WRH01800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Shannon Flood Risk State Co-ordination Working Group was established 
by Government Decision in 2016.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe 
flooding arising from exceptional weather conditions from December, 2015 to January, 2016.  

As part of the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme, 
a Shannon study included 67 of the 300 areas in total studied with over 17,800km2   of river 
being surveyed and modelled and over 10,000 individual flood maps produced to highlight the 
flood risk along the Shannon catchment.  The Shannon CFRAM involved extensive public con-
sultation so that local knowledge and opinions have informed its output.

The output of the CFRAM Programme was the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) 
that include 34 new flood relief schemes to protect towns in the Shannon River Basin District, 
as part of the Government’s €1bn investment in flood relief over the decade to the year 2027.  
These new schemes will be subject to a public consultation process and are additional to 13 
schemes already completed or under construction.  Together, these will protect 95% of proper-
ties against their significant risk from flooding.  Overall, work is now complete or underway to 
protect 80% of at risk properties.  Details of these schemes are available on www.floodinfo.ie.

The CFRAM Programme and the FRMPs has informed the work of the Shannon Flood Risk 
State Co-ordination Working Group which was established to support existing plans in place 
and planned through to address flooding and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state 
agencies involved with the River Shannon.  

On its establishment, a priority for the Group was to develop a Work Programme that was 
informed through public consultation days. The Programme together with local knowledge 
demonstrated the extensive range of activities and co-ordination by all State Agencies already 
underway to jointly and proactively address flood risk along the Shannon. The Group’s Annual 
Work Programmes are available at www.opw.ie.

The Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment including: 

-  Targeted maintenance at a number of locations on the River Shannon.

-  A study to examine the removal of constrictions resulting in lower summer water levels 
through the Shannon Callows, to help address the summer flooding in this area while maintain-
ing the appropriate navigation requirements.

-  A study to examine the cause, degree and rate of restriction downstream in the Lower 
Shannon. 

-  Pilot lowering of lake levels in Lough Allen to help alleviate any significant flooding event 
that may occur. 

-  A preliminary assessment of the potential for strategic maintenance on the River Shannon.

In January 2020, Mr. Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran TD, Minister of State with special responsibil-
ity for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief, announced that he has secured government 
support for €7 million investment to advance a planned programme of maintenance works and 
the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon at the Callows 
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Region between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. 
This investment, following public consultation, full environmental assessment and planning, as 
well as helping to manage flooding can support the tourism, navigation and agricultural sectors 
for this region.

05/03/2020WRH01900Flood Relief Schemes Funding

05/03/2020WRH02000150. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
grants or schemes available to communities affected by flooding; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3304/20]

05/03/2020WRH02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW does not administer grants, or Government humanitarian funds, for 
communities affected by flooding, and any such funds are the responsibility of other Depart-
ments.  The emergency response in relation to flood events is the responsibility of the Local 
Authorities, under the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to investi-
gate and address.  All Local Authorities may carry out flood mitigation works, using either their 
own resources, or by applying for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme.

The OPW introduced the ‘Minor Works’ Scheme in 2009 on an administrative, non-statu-
tory basis.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake 
minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised fluvial flooding and coastal protec-
tion problems within their administrative areas.  The scheme generally applies where a solution 
can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  The works to be funded are car-
ried out under Local Authority powers and ongoing maintenance of the completed works is the 
responsibility of the Council.

Under this scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance.  Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for ap-
proved projects.

Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social and 
environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the 
availability of funding for flood risk management.

To the end of 2019, over 580 Minor Works projects have been completed, providing local 
flooding solutions to over 7,100 properties with expenditure amounting to over €39m since the 
scheme began in 2009.  In 2019, €4.75m has been approved for 49 projects, with €4.4m having 
been drawn down by Local Authorities by the end of the year.

The allocation of funding for the Minor Works scheme is included in the overall allocation 
for flood risk management investment included under Vote 13 (Office of Public Works) in the 
Estimates for Public Services for 2020.

Full information on the scheme is available at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/0e3b3d-minor-
flood-mitigation-works-and-coastal-protection-scheme/.

05/03/2020WRH02200Flood Relief Schemes Expenditure
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05/03/2020WRH02300151. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on flood relief in County Roscommon in each of the past five years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3305/20]

05/03/2020WRH02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In addition to maintenance works the OPW undertakes on its arterial drainage 
schemes in Co. Roscommon (the Boyle, Corrib Clare, and Ballyglass (Knockcroghery) Arterial 
Drainage Schemes), the OPW has funded Minor Flood Mitigation Works for works in Roscom-
mon over the previous 5 years as follows:

2019 - €65,244

2018 - €15,252

2017 - €428,060

2016 - €6,548

2015 - €0

The OPW introduced the ‘Minor Works’ Scheme in 2009 on an administrative, non-statu-
tory basis.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake 
minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised fluvial flooding and coastal protec-
tion problems within their administrative areas.  The scheme generally applies where a solution 
can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  The works to be funded are car-
ried out under Local Authority powers and ongoing maintenance of the completed works is the 
responsibility of the Council.

05/03/2020WRH02500Pension Provisions

05/03/2020WRH02600152. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has received an application for approval of an increase in pension for retired ESB 
pensioners; if so, when the application was received; when a decision will be made on the ap-
plication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3324/20]

05/03/2020WRH02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Applications 
for increases in pension for retired ESB pensioners are normally submitted to the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment for his approval and subsequently sent to 
this Department for my consent. I can confirm that this Department has not recently received an 
application for approval of an increase in pension for retired ESB pensioners.

05/03/2020WRH02800Coastal Erosion

05/03/2020WRH02900153. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all 
necessary financial assistance will be provided to Fingal County Council to tackle the alarming 
rate of coastal erosion that is occurring at The Burrow, Portrane, County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3345/20]

05/03/2020WRH03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised, in respect of coastal erosion at the Burrow, Portrane, County 
Dublin, that Fingal County Council is leading on this issue, as it is a matter for local authori-
ties in the first instance to assess and address problems of coastal erosion in their areas.  Where 
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necessary, local authorities may put forward proposals to relevant central Government Depart-
ments, including the OPW, for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure 
or assets under threat. 

In 2018, in response to serious coastal erosion problems at The Burrow, Portrane, Fingal 
County Council implemented temporary interim emergency measures to protect properties at 
risk.  Funding of €456,464 was approved under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme for these works.  

Consultants appointed by Fingal County Council are currently assessing options for a lon-
ger term permanent solution for the Portrane Peninsula/Rogerstown Outer Estuary area. My 
Office continues to co-operate and assist Fingal County Council in every way and if a viable 
option is identified, the Council may submit a further application for funding to the OPW or 
other Government Departments as appropriate.   

05/03/2020WRH03100Coastal Protection

05/03/2020WRH03200154. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress in the preparation of a national coastal erosion strategy and plan in view of the fact the 
situation has become grave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3346/20]

05/03/2020WRH03300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Government agreed to the establishment of an Inter-Departmental Group 
to scope out an approach for the development of an integrated, whole of Government coastal 
strategy, for managing our changing coast and to report back to Government within a period 
of 6 months with its initial findings and recommendations.  The Inter-Departmental Group will 
be established shortly and will be jointly chaired by the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government and the Office of Public Works.

05/03/2020WRH03400Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

05/03/2020WRH03500155. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if it will 
be ensured that the flood relief capital work programme includes the Whitehorse River Moun-
trath, County Laois. [3373/20]

05/03/2020WRH03600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Mountrath, Co. Laois was one of the 300 areas studied under the Catchment 
Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme.  The detailed assessment of 
the flood risk undertaken in this area found that the potential options identified for the area 
were not deemed to be cost beneficial and therefore no viable scheme was identified at this 
time.  The Flood Risk Management Plan for the Nore River Basin recommends that, while a 
technically feasible flood relief scheme has potentially been identified, a more detailed assess-
ment of the costs and benefits will need to be completed to determine if the proposed Scheme 
is financially viable.

A framework is currently being established through which the reviews of potential schemes 
that were not found to be viable under the CFRAM Programme will be undertaken, to examine 
in more detail whether a viable scheme can be identified. These reviews will commence in the 
coming months with a view to completion in 2021.
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05/03/2020WRH03700Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

05/03/2020WRH03800156. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of proposals for a voluntary home re-location scheme for domestic dwellings affected by flood-
ing and unable to receive insurance cover or adequate remedial work; the number of homes due 
to be covered by the scheme; the amount due to be allocated; the timeframe of the scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3374/20]

05/03/2020WRH03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In April 2017, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements for a 
once-off Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme for those primary residential properties 
that flooded during the flooding event in Winter 2015/2016. It was a national scheme of hu-
manitarian assistance, targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for which there were no 
alternative feasible measures. 

The OPW has liaised with homeowners and local authorities to identify those homes that 
flooded during this flood event. In addition to major flood relief schemes, engineering solutions 
have been identified or are being assessed to protect 68 homes. To date 25 homeowners have 
been offered humanitarian assistance to relocate, equivalent to the cost to their Local Authority 
for a similar sized house.

05/03/2020WRH04000Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH04100157. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on strategic maintenance works on the River Shannon in 2017, 2018 and 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3375/20]

05/03/2020WRH04200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was 
established in early 2016 by the Government to support existing plans in place and planned to 
address flooding and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with 
the River Shannon.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe flooding arising 
from exceptional weather conditions from December, 2015 to January, 2016.  

On its establishment, a priority for the Group was to develop a Work Programme that dem-
onstrated the extensive range of activities and co-ordination by all State Agencies already un-
derway to jointly and proactively address flood risk along the Shannon. The Group’s Annual 
Work Programmes are available to the public at www.opw.ie.

The Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment including a 
plan for targeted maintenance activities along the River Shannon.  Following receipt of consent 
from the National Parks and Wildlife Service, work involving tree cutting and the removal of 
silt and emergent vegetation was undertaken at five locations during the appropriate seasonal 
windows.   

The annual expenditure for this targeted maintenance work for the years 2017-2019 is bro-
ken down as follows:

-  2017: €94,000

-  2018: €21,500

-  2019: 128,200
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In January 2020, Mr. Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran TD, Minister of State with special responsibil-
ity for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief, announced that he has secured government 
support for €7 million investment to advance a planned programme of maintenance works and 
the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon at the Callows 
Region between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. 
This investment will, following full environmental assessment and planning, as well as helping 
to mitigate Summer, low level, flooding, support the tourism, navigation and agricultural sec-
tors for this region. 

05/03/2020WRH04300Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH04400158. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the trial on lowering water levels in Lough Allen undertaken by the Shannon Flood Risk 
State Agency Co-ordination Working Group; if there are legal or statutory impediments to such 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3377/20]

05/03/2020WRH04500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was 
established in early 2016 by the Government to enhance ongoing co-operation of all State agen-
cies involved with the River Shannon and to add value to the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 
and Management (CFRAM) Programme. 

In October 2016, the Group took a decision to trial the lowering of the lake levels on Lough 
Allen, within the existing statutory framework, during the Winter period to help mitigate po-
tential flood risk.  

A protocol was finalised between ESB, Waterways Ireland and the OPW to lower the late 
Autumn and Winter minimum lake levels by approximately 0.7 metres.  The first reduction was 
implemented in October 2016 and the trial has been underway since that time, subject to speci-
fied weather conditions.  

In 2019, the ESB arranged for an assessment of the impacts of operating the agreed protocol 
on Lough Allen levels and discharges using 20 years of historical data.  This assessment identi-
fied certain benefits to managing flood risk arising from the trial.  

At its meeting on 31st October 2019, the Group agreed to continue with its implementation, 
on a temporary basis, in the context of the overall flood risk management plans for the area 
which includes a flood relief scheme for Carrick-on-Shannon.

05/03/2020WRH04600Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH04700159. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of meetings held by the interdepartmental flood policy co-ordination group in each of the 
years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3378/20]

05/03/2020WRH04800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Interdepartmental Flood Policy Co-ordination Group, established to sup-
port the OPW’s Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme, 
was reconvened in July 2015.  The purpose of the co-ordination Group is to have regard to the 
extent of non-structural solutions that will inform the ten-year implementation strategy of the 
Flood Risk Management Plans arising from the CFRAM study and to ensure that policies that 
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can benefit communities and individuals directly – to be prepared for and respond to or live 
with flood risk – are carefully considered.  

In November 2016, the Government agreed an interim report from the Interdepartmental 
Flood Policy Coordination Group setting out progress on its work and making appropriate rec-
ommendations for consideration by Government. This report can be accessed at   www.gov.ie/
en/publication/5fa6b9-inter-departmental-flood-policy-coordination-group/.

The Group met four times in 2016, once in 2017, twice in 2018 and twice in 2019. The next 
meeting of the Group will take place in Q2 this year.

05/03/2020WRH04900Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH05000160. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of the establishment and operation of the national flood forecasting and warning service 
unit; the number of staff employed in the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3379/20]

05/03/2020WRH05100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As part of the overall response to Flood Risk Management, the Government 
agreed to the establishment of a National Flood Forecasting and Warning Service (NFFWS).  
The service will deal with flood forecasting from both fluvial (river) and coastal sources. When 
fully operational, it will involve the issuing of flood forecasts and general alerts. 

A Steering Group, chaired by the OPW, has been established to steer, support and oversee 
the establishment of the new service. The Steering Group includes representatives from the 
Department of Housing, Planning, and Local Government (DHPLG), Met Éireann and the Lo-
cal Authorities.  There are a number of subgroups reporting to the Steering Group which deal 
with technical, communications and legal issues. The Steering Group has met on twenty-one 
occasions.  To date, eight specialist staff have been recruited for Met Eireann which include five 
Hydrometeorologists and one Chief Hydroeteorologist. Further recruitment is ongoing to fill 
other specialised posts.  In the interim period, existing flood forecasting and warning systems 
and arrangements are being maintained.

05/03/2020WRH05200Flood Risk Management

05/03/2020WRH05300161. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of meetings held by the River Shannon co-ordination group in each of the years 2016 to 
2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3380/20]

05/03/2020WRH05400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was 
established in early 2016 by the Government to support existing plans in place and planned to 
address flooding and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with 
the River Shannon.  The Group was established, at that time, following severe flooding arising 
from exceptional weather conditions from December, 2015 to January, 2016.  

The Group publishes an Annual Work Programme that demonstrates the extensive range of 
activities and co-ordination by all State Agencies underway to jointly and proactively address 
flood risk along the Shannon. These Work Programmes are  available at www.opw.ie.

The Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment, including 
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targeted maintenance activities at a number of locations, trialling the lowering of the levels on 
Lough Allen, studies to explore managing flood risk at the Callows and a study on the cause, 
degree and rate of restriction downstream of Parteen Weir.  

In January 2020, Mr. Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran TD, Minister of State with special responsibil-
ity for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief, announced that he has secured government 
support for €7 million investment to advance a planned programme of maintenance works and 
the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon at the Callows 
Region between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. 
This investment, following full environmental assessment and planning, as well as helping to 
mitigate Summer, low level, flooding to support the tourism, navigation and agricultural sectors 
for this region. 

The Group met on five occasions during its first year of establishment in 2016. In 2017, it 
established a Sub Committee on Work Programme and Measures.  The Sub Committee typi-
cally meets between each meeting of the main Group.  Additional meetings are held to progress 
work measures as necessary.  The main Group has met bi-annually, once in Autumn to review 
the Work Programme and once in Spring to assess progress and issues arising during the Winter 
period.  The next meeting of the Group will be held on 30th April, 2020.  This will be the 12th 
meeting of the Group.

05/03/2020WRH05500Flood Prevention Measures

05/03/2020WRH05600162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount put aside for the pilot scheme for individual home protection measures; the amount 
drawn down; the timeframe for a decision on the future of national roll out of the scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3381/20]

05/03/2020WRH05700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In 2016 the OPW appointed consultants to undertake a survey of individual 
properties in Crossmolina, Co. Mayo, in order to determine their suitability for floodgates as 
part of a pilot, and to make recommendations for each property.  Mayo County Council subse-
quently procured a contractor to supply and install the floodgates based on the recommenda-
tions of the consultants. Gates have now been installed in approximately 100 properties in the 
town, at a cost of approximately €350,000. 

The OPW is undertaking a study of Individual Property Protection (IPP) to look at the po-
tential for a national scheme to protect a proportion of those properties that do not form part of 
the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) arising from the CFRAM study.   

This study is examining the administrative arrangements for IPP schemes where they ex-
ist in other jurisdictions including Northern Ireland, Scotland and England.  It also considered 
work undertaken for the pilot scheme in Crossmolina.  

The study is highlighting the many interdependencies to ensure the effectiveness of IPP 
measures.  Hence the introduction to individuals of financial support to incentivise them to ac-
quire IPP products for their homes needs broader consideration in the context of these findings.  
The OPW is continuing to explore options for IPP having regard to the results of this study. 

05/03/2020WRJ00200Minor Works Scheme
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05/03/2020WRJ00300163. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of the minor works flood scheme review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3382/20]

05/03/2020WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority 
to investigate and address.  All Local Authorities may carry out flood mitigation works, using 
either their own resources, or by applying for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation 
Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.

The OPW introduced the ‘Minor Works’ Scheme in 2009 on an administrative, non-statu-
tory basis.  The purpose of the scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake 
minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised fluvial flooding and coastal protec-
tion problems within their administrative areas.  The scheme generally applies where a solution 
can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame.  The works to be funded are car-
ried out under Local Authority powers and ongoing maintenance of the completed works is the 
responsibility of the Council.

In 2016-2017, the OPW undertook a review of the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme, and the final report was completed in mid-2017.  This introduced 
a number of updates, including:

- Revised ‘benefit’ allowances for: Homes at risk from flooding; Homes and commercial 
premises that have been flooded; Agricultural land flooded; Road Diversions/Road Closure 
Costs, etc;

- New ‘benefit’ allowances for commercial premises and farm yards/buildings at risk of 
flooding; 

- Revised Benefit-to-Cost Ratio (BCR) criteria (Minimum of 1.35:1 for works costing up to 
€250,000; and a Minimum of 1.5:1 for works from € 250,000 - €750,000);

- A revised application threshold/funding limit of EUR750,000 (increased from EUR500,000) 
with a 10% contribution by local authority.

Under this scheme, therefore, applications are now considered for projects that are esti-
mated to cost not more than €750,000 in each instance.  Funding of up to 90% of the cost is 
available for approved projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the 
specific economic, social and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit 
ratio and having regard to the availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of 
this scheme are available on www.opw.ie

To the end of 2019, over 580 Minor Works projects have been completed, providing local 
flooding solutions to over 7,100 properties with expenditure amounting to over €39m since the 
scheme began in 2009.  In 2019, €4.75m has been approved for 49 projects, with €4.4m having 
been drawn down by Local Authorities by the end of the year.

The allocation of funding for the Minor Works scheme is included in the overall allocation 
for flood risk management investment included under Vote 13 (Office of Public Works) in the 
Estimates for Public Services for 2020.

Full information on the scheme is available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/0e3b3d-
minor-flood-mitigation-works-and-coastal-protection-scheme/. 
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05/03/2020WRJ00500Land Issues

05/03/2020WRJ00600164. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of work by the Office of Public Works on riparian rights and the legal obligations of landown-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3385/20]

05/03/2020WRJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): An online guidance document providing some practical advice and assistance 
to riparian landowners for the management of watercourses is available on flooding.ie.

05/03/2020WRJ00800Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

05/03/2020WRJ00900165. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the reason a person (details supplied) did not satisfy the criteria for the voluntary homeowners 
relocation scheme in 2016 in view of the circumstances; the actions that will be taken to assist 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3389/20]

05/03/2020WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and a reply will 
issue directly to the Deputy very shortly.

05/03/2020WRJ01100Flood Relief Schemes Status

05/03/2020WRJ01200166. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
timeline for flood relief in Mountmellick, County Laois will be accelerated in view of the recent 
flooding and the increased risk to homes and businesses. [3568/20]

05/03/2020WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Following the flooding in the town in November 2017, the flood relief scheme 
for Mountmellick was expedited by taking it out of the main CFRAM study and accelerating its 
progression separate to and in advance of the overall CFRAM programme.

Due to the complexity of developing a robust scheme and the statutory processes that must 
be adhered to, schemes can have a significant lead in time. Ensuring that the design, environ-
mental and planning elements are correct now limits the risk to critical delays or challenges 
later in the project cycle.  Since the commencement of the project the consultants have under-
taken survey work, data collection and analysis in preparation for the first public information 
day which took place in November 2019.

The consultants are currently carrying out more detailed surveys in order to calibrate the 
flood model, this will inform the selection of a preferred option. Additionally, the consultants, 
along with the Council, have been collecting data from the most recent flood event to assist in 
ascertaining the flow paths and velocities of the river in a flood event. This will aid further in 
the design of the proposed solution.

I can assure you that the OPW and Laois County Council are working with the consul-
tants in order to ensure that the scheme is progressed as efficiently as possible. 

05/03/2020WRJ01400Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Applications



Questions - Written Answers

98

05/03/2020WRJ01500167. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position in relation to an application by Cork County Council to the OPW for funding for a 
project (details supplied) in County Cork; the timeline for the adjudication on the application; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3707/20]

05/03/2020WRJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I have been advised by the Office of Public Works (OPW) that an application 
has been submitted by Cork County Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme for a project at the location mentioned in the Deputy’s question.

Assessment of the application is ongoing and the Council will be advised of the outcome 
when this is completed.

05/03/2020WRJ01700Flooding Data

05/03/2020WRJ01800168. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of instances of flooding as a result of recent storms; the estimated value of damage; the 
immediate plans to address these floods; the medium and long-term plans to mitigate the risk of 
future flooding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3748/20]

05/03/2020WRJ01900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In line with the statutory framework for emergency response, the Minister for 
Housing, Planning and Local Government has lead responsibility for co-ordinating the national 
response to flood events and can provide the Deputy with information on flood instances and 
estimated value of damage as a result of recent storms. 

Most of the flood affected areas were on certain stretches of the river Shannon. 

The Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination Working Group was established by 
the Government in 2016 to support existing plans in place and planned to address flooding and 
to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all state agencies involved with the River Shannon.  

The Group publishes an Annual Work Programme that demonstrates the extensive range of 
activities and co-ordination by all State Agencies underway to jointly and proactively address 
flood risk along the Shannon. These Work Programmes are  available at www.opw.ie.

The Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment, including 
targeted maintenance activities at a number of locations, trialling the lowering of the levels on 
Lough Allen, studies to explore managing flood risk at the Callows and a study on the cause, 
degree and rate of restriction downstream of Parteen Weir.  

In January 2020, Mr. Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran TD, Minister of State with special responsibil-
ity for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief, announced that he has secured government 
support for €7 million investment to advance a planned programme of maintenance works and 
the removal of constrictions or ‘pinch points’ on the bed of the River Shannon at the Callows 
Region between Athlone and Meelick Weir to improve the conveyancing of the River Shannon. 
This investment, following full environmental assessment and planning, as well as helping to 
mitigate Summer, low level, flooding to support the tourism, navigation and agricultural sectors 
for this region. 

In relation to plans to address flood risk nationally, in  May 2018 the Government launched 
a €1billion investment programme in flood relief measures and schemes over the lifetime of the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027, to protect properties and communities assessed by the 
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Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme to be at significant 
risk from flooding, that is , from the 100 year flood event.

CFRAM was the largest study of flood risk management undertaken in Ireland and followed 
best international practice. It assessed the flood risk for those 300 communities most likely to be 
impacted from flooding in the future, and included 90 coastal communities. 

The flood risk in these communities represents 80% of the risk from our primary cause of 
flooding - and they are home to almost two thirds of our population.

For these communities CFRAM assessed both the flood risk and its impact for today and in 
the future from climate change using two internationally recognised climate change scenarios.

 CFRAM also provided the evidence to recommend 118 flood relief schemes in addition to 
the 33 already underway at that time; and other solutions that can manage that risk. The details 
of these were published in May 2018 in 29 Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs). The details 
of the flood risk and the FRMP by location are available on the OPW website www.floodinfo.ie.

45 flood relief schemes, costing over €400m have been completed protecting approximately 
10,000 properties and avoiding damages and losses estimated at €2billion approximately.

Since the launch of the FRMPs in May 2018, the OPW and Local Authorities have been 
pro-actively engaged to advance the implementation of schemes and have almost tripled from 
33 to 92, the number of major flood relief schemes at design and construction.  Project Steering 
Groups have been established and are working to oversee the implementation of the projects.  
This collaboration and NDP allocated funding will allow the OPW and Local Authorities to 
complete these 92 schemes currently in the pipeline and bring the balance of 59 schemes, iden-
tified by the FRMPs through design and construction.  

In addition to advancing with major schemes, the OPW also works closely with Local Au-
thorities to support local flood relief projects up to a maximum of €750,000 per project under 
the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme. The total amount 
of funding drawn down to date by Local Authorities under this Scheme since 2009 is €39 mil-
lion in respect of over 580 completed projects. These are providing local flood relief to some 
7,000 properties. Approximately two thirds of these are outside of those areas to be protected 
by major flood relief schemes.

05/03/2020WRJ02000Flooding Data

05/03/2020WRJ02100169. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of flood instances as a result of the recent storms by county and location; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3749/20]

05/03/2020WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In line with the statutory framework for emergency response, the Minister for 
Housing, Planning and Local Government has lead responsibility for co-ordinating the national 
response to flood events and can provide the Deputy with information on flood instances and 
estimated value of damage as a result of recent storms. 

05/03/2020WRJ02300Public Service Stability Agreement

05/03/2020WRJ02400170. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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the position in relation to the linkage between the pay of serving teachers and the pensions of 
retired teachers in the context of the Public Service Stability Agreement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3757/20]

05/03/2020WRJ02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would ad-
vise the Deputy that the pension increase policy that is currently in place in respect of the 
pre-existing public service pension schemes (i.e. not including the Single Pension Scheme) 
represents a time-limited, conditions-bound return to the non-statutory, pay-linked method of 
pension adjustment which prevailed until the onset of the financial emergency. 

Under that policy, increases applied to serving staff over the course of the Public Service 
Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA), are passed on to those pensions awarded under pre-
existing public service schemes where the salary on which the pension is based does not exceed 
the salary of serving staff with the same grade and scale point, after the pay increase has been 
applied. If it qualifies, the pension is eligible for an increase to the extent that this will ensure 
alignment with the pay of serving staff. 

The current pension increase policy was agreed by the Government in the context of its 
commitments made under the PSSA, which runs until the end of 2020.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Single Pension Scheme introduced for new entrants to the 
public service from 1 January 2013 onwards is a career average pension scheme which provides 
that both the referable amounts that are accrued by serving staff while in employment, as well 
as pensions in payment, are uprated in line with changes in the consumer price index.

05/03/2020WRJ02600Office of Public Works Projects

05/03/2020WRJ02700171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the OPW, on foot of a draft strategic plan, is proposing to provide a roadway across the polo 
grounds in the Phoenix Park which has an historic association with the sport since 1873; if an 
alternative will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3818/20]

05/03/2020WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has no plans to provide a roadway across the Polo 
grounds in the Phoenix Park.

The Polo grounds date from 1873 and are the oldest Polo grounds in Europe. They form part 
of the historic fabric of the Phoenix Park and are an important part of its rich sporting heritage.

The Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review made no reference to a roadway 
across the Polo grounds and it should be noted that this review is not a formal development plan 
or strategy for the Phoenix Park. 

05/03/2020WRJ02900Public Appointments Service

05/03/2020WRJ03000172. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of persons recruited in 2019 from the dedicated Civil Service panels for those with a 
competence in both the English and Irish languages; the Departments they were assigned to; if 
these recruits were assigned to positions that had an Irish language requirement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3865/20]

05/03/2020WRJ03100173. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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number of positions notified by Departments to the Public Appointments Service that require 
staff to be competent in both official languages by grade; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3866/20]

05/03/2020WRJ03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is the independent 
recruiter of people into the civil service.  

I understand from PAS that they recruited and assigned 25 people from dedicated Civil 
Service panels for those with a competence in both the English and Irish languages in 2019 to 
various departments/offices.

The receiving Departments and Officers are outlined in the table below. 

The specific nature of the roles to which these individuals were appointed is a matter, not for 
PAS, but the Head of Human Resources in each receiving Department and office and location. 

An EO Irish competition is currently underway and approximately 130 candidates are due to 
attend for interview and Irish test from Monday 10   March 2020.  A panel will then be formed 
of qualified candidates from which assignments to Irish posts can be made.

PAS will fill any EO vacancies once the EO competition mentioned above is finished. 

PAS also intend to run a bilingual CO competition shortly as the current CO panel is ex-
hausted.  

Grade Department/Office Location No.
Clerical Officer Revenue Galway 4
  Donegal 3
  Kilkenny 1
  Monaghan 1
  Limerick 1
 Taoiseach Dublin 1
 Culture, Heritage & 

the Gaeltacht
Galway 1

 Central Statistics 
Office

Cork 1

Executive Officer Central Statistics 
Office

Dublin 1

Aistritheoir Grade 3 Public Appointments 
Service

Dublin 1

 Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service 

Dublin 6

Parliamentary Re-
porter (Irish)

Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service

Dublin 1

 Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service

Dublin 2

Aistritheoir Grád I Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service

Dublin 1

Total   25
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05/03/2020WRJ03300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRJ03400174. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the SNA 
provision for a child (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2730/20]

05/03/2020WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of 
Management of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best 
meets the care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA sup-
port has been allocated.  It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the 
basis of individual need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  

Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school considers that the NCSE, in applying 
Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level of SNA support to the school to meet 
the special educational and/or care needs of the children concerned.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

05/03/2020WRJ03600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRJ03700175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
appropriate medical facilities will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); if im-
mediate and urgent steps can be taken to address the issues; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3056/20]

05/03/2020WRJ03800241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
appropriate educational facilities will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); if 
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immediate and urgent steps can be taken to address the issues; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3057/20]

05/03/2020WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 175 and 241 together.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at:

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-Septem-
ber-2019.pdf 

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  

 As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 
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The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

As the Deputy’s query relates to a school placement for an individual pupil, it has been re-
ferred to the NCSE for direct reply. 

The provision of therapeutic supports is a matter for  the HSE.

05/03/2020WRJ04000School Transport Administration

05/03/2020WRJ04100176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which the decision to have a limit of 70 years of age for taxi and bus drivers transporting special 
needs children to school under the school transport scheme was arrived at; his plans to review 
the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2567/20]

05/03/2020WRJ04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the current school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, are transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019.  

It is Bus Éireann company policy that normal retirement age for all Bus Éireann staff is 
currently 66 years.  However Bus Éireann part-time School Bus Drivers and drivers nominated 
by private operators who operate service as part of the School Transport scheme may continue 
to perform in the role provided they hold the requisite licence and satisfy an annual medical 
examination until they retire at age 70. 

This policy and criteria is applied to all drivers who provide school transport services on 
behalf of Bus Éireann equally.  

As the policy has already been reviewed to extend the retirement age from 66 to 70, there 
are no plans to have this age limit extended at present.

05/03/2020WRJ04300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRJ04400177. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for a full-time SNA for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [2595/20]

05/03/2020WRJ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.   

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.   

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.   

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.   

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.   

At the end of 2019 there were approximately 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an in-
crease of over 51% since 2011.  

As this query relates to an application for SNA support for a particular pupil, I have referred 
the question to the NCSE for their direct reply. As Minister, I do not have a role in making de-
terminations in individual cases.

05/03/2020WRJ04600School Transport Eligibility

05/03/2020WRJ04700178. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the transport op-
tions available for a child (details supplied) in County Tipperary attending an ASD unit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2599/20]

05/03/2020WRJ04800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the current school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, are transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from 
school of children with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability. 

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest school that is resourced to meet their special educational needs.   Eli-
gibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Education 
through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).  
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Parent(s) of the child referred to by the Deputy should contact School Transport Section of 
my Department or their school principal who will advise in regard to an application for school 
transport.

Further information regarding the School Transport Schemes are available on the Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.ie.

05/03/2020WRJ04900Teachers’ Panel Rights

05/03/2020WRJ05000179. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter (details supplied) regarding teachers moving panels; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2610/20]

05/03/2020WRJ05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The core function of the rede-
ployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent/CID holding 
teachers, to other schools that have vacancies.    

At primary level, schools are required under the panel arrangements to fill permanent vacan-
cies from the Main Redeployment Panel in the first instance and thereafter from Supplementary 
Redeployment Panels comprised of eligible fixed-term (temporary/substitute) and part-time 
teachers.   

Primary teachers are placed on redeployment panels in line with the patronage of the school 
from which they are redeployed and are available to schools with teaching vacancies that are 
within a 45km distance of the teacher’s base school.    

At post primary level, teachers may be redeployed to schools within a 50 km distance of 
the teacher’s existing school or, where the teacher so requests, from his/her place of residence.  

The redeployment arrangements are published annually on the Department of Education 
website.

05/03/2020WRJ05200School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRJ05300180. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the neces-
sary steps will be taken to ensure that defects to a primary school building (details supplied) in 
County Cork built less than a decade ago that have been brought to his attention are attended to; 
if the issues are covered by the original bond entered into at the time of construction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2625/20]

05/03/2020WRJ05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has requested 
the Project Manager who administered this project to submit detailed proposals dealing with 
various issues raised with the building. Upon receipt of these proposals my Department will be 
in contact with the school authorities.

05/03/2020WRJ05500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRJ05600181. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
building project (details supplied); the timescale for the commencement of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2627/20]
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05/03/2020WRJ05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A new building project for 
the school to which the Deputy refers has been devolved for delivery to Louth County Council 
(LCC). 

The project has now progressed through Stage 2(b) which includes applications for plan-
ning permission, Fire Safety Certification, Disability Access Certification, and the preparation 
of tender documents.   I am pleased to advise that the project has very recently been approved 
to go to tender in that respect. Once the tender process has been completed, and a contractor 
appointed, construction can be expected to begin on site.

05/03/2020WRJ05800Emergency Works Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRJ05900182. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a recently submitted emergency works grant application by a school (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2630/20]

05/03/2020WRJ06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school in question has 
submitted an application for Emergency Works in regards to Disability Access and has been 
asked to submit additional information. The application cannot be properly assessed until this 
information has been returned.

05/03/2020WRK00200DEIS Review

05/03/2020WRK00300183. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a DEIS review 
(details supplied) has been completed; if so, the outcome; if the review will benefit schools in 
the Drogheda area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2631/20]

05/03/2020WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is in the fi-
nal stages of refinement of the new DEIS identification model, based on school enrolment data 
form 2018/19 and the latest data available from Census 2016 under the HP Deprivation Index. 
A detailed quality analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical 
Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, 
the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at an advanced 
stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the technical 
aspect of this model has been arranged. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for 
development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified need.

I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching 
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most in 
need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any fur-
ther schools.

05/03/2020WRK00500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRK00600184. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if plans are being 
developed for a new school in Tallaght, Dublin 24; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2642/20]

05/03/2020WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Government announced 
plans in April 2018 for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 
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2022), including a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the 
Citywest/Saggart (Tallaght & Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning areas) as a regional solu-
tion. 

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country.

An application for planning permission for the school was lodged on 17th December 2019 
with South Dublin County Council for the development of the school on a State owned site on 
Fortunestown Lane in Citywest. 

It is intended that the school will open in suitable interim accommodation on that site for 
September 2020.

05/03/2020WRK00800School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRK00900185. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he is tak-
ing to provide permanent accommodation for a school (details supplied) in view of the serious 
concerns of the school community in relation to the matter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2643/20]

05/03/2020WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
a site has been identified (with the assistance of South Dublin Co Co) in Oldcourt to accom-
modate a permanent building for the school to which the Deputy refers. Legal conveyancing is 
advancing well in respect of the acquisition and is being progressed as a priority. Due to com-
mercial sensitivities, I cannot elaborate further at this juncture

In the interim, my Department is engaging with the school’s Patron Body in relation to the 
provision of suitable alternative interim accommodation for the school for September 2020.

05/03/2020WRK01100Emergency Works Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRK01200186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal 
will be supported for funding to be provided to a primary school (details supplied) in County 
Cork on an emergency basis in relation to a boundary wall; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2660/20]

05/03/2020WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that an Emergency Works Scheme grant was approved in January in respect of the 
issues in question. As this is a devolved scheme it is now a matter for the school authority to 
progress the project.

05/03/2020WRK01400School Transport Appeals

05/03/2020WRK01500187. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a de-
cision will issue from the school transport appeals office in relation to an appeal issued on 7 
October 2019 (details supplied); if the report which was requested from his Department is caus-
ing the delay, and if so, when the report will issue to the school transport appeals section for 
completion of the appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2672/20]
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05/03/2020WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the current school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, are transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

An appeal was lodged with the School Transport Appeals Board on the 7th   October 2019 
in relation to the child referred to by the Deputy. 

The Board has requested the School Transport Section of the Department of Education and 
Skills to provide a report in accordance with the terms of the Board’s Operating Procedures.  In 
this regard, my officials have asked Bus Éireann to report on issues raised by the Board.  This 
report is due to be received before the next Board meeting on 16th March 2020 and the appel-
lant will be advised in advance of this meeting.

When received, the Board will advise the family with regard to the appeal date and their 
subsequent deliberations.

05/03/2020WRK01700School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRK01800188. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to overcrowding at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2680/20]

05/03/2020WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
a major project to provide an extension to the school in question is included in my Depart-
ment’s building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP). 
The accommodation brief is currently being finalised and it is intended that the project, when 
completed, will provide capacity for 1,000 students.

In the meantime, my Department is currently considering an application from the Patron for 
additional interim accommodation and a decision on the application will issue shortly.

05/03/2020WRK02000Planning Issues

05/03/2020WRK02100189. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason he is 
not ensuring that lands zoned Z15 in the Dublin City Development Plan providing for insti-
tutional and community use are not specifically retained for future educational uses such as 
school buildings in view of the expected population growth particularly in the context of a plan-
ning application (details supplied) in the Killester, Raheny, Clontarf and school planning area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2684/20]

05/03/2020WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The zoning of land is a matter 
for the relevant planning authorities and while my Department is a prescribed body with whom 
planning authorities are statutorily obliged to consult in respect of the making or variation of 
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Development Plans, there is no requirement for consultation in respect of individual planning 
applications.  Rather, planning authorities are to have regard to relevant planning guidance 
including the 2008 Code of Practice “The Provision of Schools and the Planning System” and 
Planning Guidelines “Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas” which provide 
for an assessment of existing schools’ capacity or the provision of new school facilities in 
tandem with the development.   It is important to note that the recent adoption of the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midland Region is going to inform 
the review of County Development Plans and Local Area Plans.  The RSES identifies a future 
settlement hierarchy to be reflected in the Plans and  will require extensive engagement between 
the Planning authorities and the Department officials to ensure proper planning provision for 
schools and other education facilities.

Engagement between my officials and officials in the relevant Planning Authority in the 
context of its review of the Development Plan is underway and through this my Department 
aims to secure necessary provision to protect current and future educational requirements in the 
Planning Authority area. 

With respect to the planning application to which the Deputy refers, my Department made 
an observation on this application to the Planning Authority regarding current educational re-
quirements in the area. 

05/03/2020WRK02300Schools Site Acquisitions

05/03/2020WRK02400190. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a more central 
location can be found for the new Educate Together primary school in the Killester, Raheny 
and Clontarf school planning area; if he will make stronger submissions in respect of planning 
applications for residential developments insisting that land be made available for school build-
ings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2685/20]

05/03/2020WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that a perma-
nent site option for the new Killester/Raheny/Clontarf ETNS has been identified and it is in the 
school planning area.

The zoning of land is a matter for the relevant planning authorities and while my Depart-
ment is a prescribed body with whom planning authorities are statutorily obliged to consult in 
respect of the making or variation of Development Plans, there is no requirement for consul-
tation in respect of individual planning applications.  Rather, planning authorities are to have 
regard to relevant planning guidance including the 2008 Code of Practice “The Provision of 
Schools and the Planning System” and Planning Guidelines “Sustainable Residential Devel-
opment in Urban Areas” which provide for an assessment of existing schools’ capacity or the 
provision of new school facilities in tandem with the development.   It is important to note that 
the recent adoption of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and 
Midland Region is going to inform the review of County Development Plans and Local Area 
Plans.  The RSES identifies a future settlement hierarchy to be reflected in the Plans and  will 
require extensive engagement between the Planning authorities and the Department officials to 
ensure proper planning provision for schools and other education facilities.

Engagement between my officials and officials in the relevant Planning Authority in the 
context of its review of the Development Plan is underway and through this my Department 
aims to secure necessary provision to protect current and future educational requirements in the 
Planning Authority area. 
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05/03/2020WRK02600Schools Site Acquisitions

05/03/2020WRK02700191. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it will be en-
sured that sites are made available for school buildings in an area (details supplied) having re-
gard to the number of planning permissions granted for residential development in the district; 
if observations are submitted in respect of such planning applications; if the planning permis-
sions are monitored by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2686/20]

05/03/2020WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The zoning of land is a matter 
for the relevant planning authorities and while my Department is a prescribed body with whom 
planning authorities are statutorily obliged to consult in respect of the making or variation of 
Development Plans, there is no requirement for consultation in respect of individual planning 
applications.  Rather, planning authorities are to have regard to relevant planning guidance 
including the 2008 Code of Practice “The Provision of Schools and the Planning System” and 
Planning Guidelines “Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas” which provide 
for an assessment of existing schools’ capacity or the provision of new school facilities in 
tandem with the development.   It is important to note that the recent adoption of the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midland Region is going to inform 
the review of County Development Plans and Local Area Plans.  The RSES identifies a future 
settlement hierarchy to be reflected in the Plans and  will require extensive engagement between 
the Planning authorities and the Department officials to ensure proper planning provision for 
schools and other education facilities.

However, it should be noted that the area to which the Deputy refers is the subject of a 2012 
Local Area Plan which has been extended until 2022.  My Department engaged with the Plan-
ning Authority in the preparation of this LAP and identified school site requirements for which 
provision was made.  One such school site requirement was recently upheld in an An Bord 
Pleanála decision on a planning application which had proposed residential development on an 
area identified for future school needs.  My Department made a submission on the planning ap-
plication and ABP’s subsequent decision precluded the landowner from delivering the proposed 
development on the school site.

In addition, the 2018 announcement of new schools included two new schools, one primary, 
one post primary, in the area in question.  Sites have been identified for both schools and the 
projects for the delivery of the school accommodation are being progressed. 

05/03/2020WRK02900Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRK03000192. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an extension 
will be sanctioned for a school (details supplied) for September 2020 to facilitate the large num-
ber of 6th class students in Kilcoole, County Wicklow and the catchment area for the school that 
do not have a place in the school or in other local post-primary schools in the area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2698/20]

05/03/2020WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
a major project to provide an extension to the existing school building is included in my Depart-
ment’s building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP).

In this regard, the procurement of the Design Team to deliver the project has commenced. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department approved grant to the school’s patron in 2019 
for the provision of interim accommodation and the patron has advised that the accommodation 
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was installed in January 2020.  

05/03/2020WRK03200School Placement

05/03/2020WRK03300193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
taken to ensure that a child (details supplied) in County Cork has an appropriate second-level 
school place for the 2020-2021 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2744/20]

05/03/2020WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department.  Significant resources are 
allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are available for children with special 
educational needs.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

There are 195 special classes and 13 special schools in the Cork area providing specialist 
support to children with more complex special educational needs. 

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally, 
including Cork, to meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and 
families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. This legislation has 
been used to good effect in the recent past. 

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

As the Deputy’s question relates to special class placement for an individual pupil, this has 
been referred to the NCSE for direct reply.
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05/03/2020WRK03500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRK03600194. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the decanting of students during the period of the construction of a new school building to 
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2755/20]

05/03/2020WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. 

In July 2019 the Department received correspondence from the school in relation to a sug-
gested decant proposal during construction.  The school was advised that any proposals in rela-
tion to decant would need to be discussed in the first instance with the school’s design team and 
would then require the submission of a fully costed Brief Change Request by the design team 
to the Department.  The Design Team completed a review and inspection of the decant option 
put forward by the school and in November 2019 determined it not to be a viable alternative.

In December 2019, the Department received the Stage 2(b) submission for this project. In 
order to expedite the progression of the major building project, the Department authorised the 
school and its Design Team to commence the pre-qualification process to select a shortlist of 
contractors in parallel with the Department’s review of the Stage 2(b) submission for this proj-
ect.

05/03/2020WRK03800School Placement

05/03/2020WRK03900195. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options regard-
ing a school placement for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2756/20]

05/03/2020WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department and significant resources are 
being provided to support children with special needs to access education.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at:

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-Septem-
ber-2019.pdf   

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
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ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  The NCSE has not re-
ported similar problems in Limerick city and county. 

 As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 

The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

As the Deputy’s query relates to an individual pupil it has been referred to the NCSE for 
direct reply. 

05/03/2020WRK04100Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRK04200196. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
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in relation to a school building (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2767/20]

05/03/2020WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project to which the Dep-
uty refers has been devolved to Donegal Education and Training Board (DETB) for delivery. 

Following the appointment of a new architect to complete the delivery of this project, 
the Department has recently granted permission to DETB and its design team to proceed to 
finalise its planning application. It is the intention of DETB to lodge that planning applica-
tion shortly.  Subject to any issues arising during the planning process, the project can then be 
expected to proceed to tender.

The Deputy will also be aware that surveys to investigate issues with the school’s main ex-
isting building have been carried out. An initial report was provided to my Department on foot 
of which further surveys were undertaken. A final report is being prepared and this will inform 
a decision on the best approach to addressing the issues raised in these reports. 

05/03/2020WRK04400Education and Training Boards

05/03/2020WRK04500197. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed LMETB headquarters in Drogheda; the reasons for the delays to the commencement 
of this project for Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2776/20]

05/03/2020WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training 
Board (LMETB).  

A number of design issues have arisen with this project. These have included issues relating 
to the need for additional security features for the proposed building that became apparent at 
tender stage and which required a change in brief with consequent design alterations. Currently, 
the capacity of the building, and the number of staff it is required to accommodate, is being re-
viewed to ensure it meets the needs of LMETB into the future.  

I can assure the Deputy that every effort to progress the project has been made in 2018 and 
2019 and will continue to be made. A number of meetings between officials from my Depart-
ment and LMETB and its design team, with a view to addressing the relevant issues, have taken 
place in the last year. However, it is still too early at this stage to give a commencement date 
for construction.

05/03/2020WRK04700School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRK04800198. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
planning position in regard to the new post-primary school for south Drogheda and other rel-
evant updates on the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2781/20]

05/03/2020WRK04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm officials from 
my Department have been working to identify and procure a suitable site for the school to 
which the Deputy refers.  

A potential site option has been identified and engagement with the relevant landowner is 
currently underway. All parties are working to clarify some outstanding technical issues with a 
view to progressing with the proposed acquisition as expeditiously as possible.
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Once a suitable site has been acquired, my Department will be in a position to progress the 
project concerned into the architectural planning process. While a site acquisition process is 
underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally I am 
not in a position to comment further at this time.

05/03/2020WRK05000Special Educational Needs Staff

05/03/2020WRK05100199. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date to improve the recognition of the role of a SNA; his future plans to strengthen the 
recognition of the role and the resources that will be made available to acknowledge the need 
for improved holiday and illness entitlements in the area; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2785/20]

05/03/2020WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are recruited specifically to assist in the care of pupils with disabilities who have addi-
tional and significant care needs in an educational context. They may be appointed to a special 
school or a mainstream school to assist school authorities in making suitable provision for a 
pupil or pupils with special care needs. The first priority is that the care needs of the pupils are 
met on an ongoing basis during the school year.

Annual Leave and Public Holiday entitlement is regulated by the Organisation of Working 
Time Act, 1997 (as amended)  . In general, full-time employees are entitled to a minimum of 20 
days Annual Leave in each leave year.

Sick Leave entitlements for SNAs are governed by the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme 
and are detailed in Circulars 54/2015 and 26/2018 issued by my Department.

Last year, my Department established a Forum comprising of representatives of SNAs, 
School Management and my Department. The purpose of the Forum is to deal with claims and 
proposals relating to the salaries, other emoluments and conditions of service for SNAs, and to 
secure the fullest co-operation between the parties in maintaining and improving the quality of 
the service provided to pupils with special care needs.    

05/03/2020WRK05300Education Schemes

05/03/2020WRK05400200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
extend the entitlement for the July provision to children with Down’s syndrome; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2787/20]

05/03/2020WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Departments July Provi-
sion Scheme provides funding for an extended school year for students with a severe/profound 
general learning disability and/or students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which advises me on these matters 
published its Policy Advice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism in July 2016 
which included a review of the July Scheme.

The review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides day-time 
respite for families and a structured day for students. However, the NCSE review found a num-
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ber of problems with the scheme. These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable 
because it is not provided to all students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which will include some children with Down syn-
drome.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group to ensure that the Report’s recom-
mendations are fully and appropriately considered. 

There has been consultation with a number of other Departments and State agencies regard-
ing the future direction of the July Education Programme.  

It is expected that proposals for a revised scheme will be submitted shortly following which 
there will be consultations with stakeholders before final decisions are made.  

05/03/2020WRK05600School Placement

05/03/2020WRK05700201. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps be-
ing taken to ensure that a child (details supplied) in County Cork has an appropriate second-
level school place for the 2020-21 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2788/20]

05/03/2020WRK05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable school placement is a key objective of my Department and significant supports are 
available for children with special educational needs. 

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

Provision in our 124 special schools has also increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 
7,872 this year. 

In Cork alone there are 195 special classes and 13 special schools providing specialist sup-
port to children with more complex special educational needs. 

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at:

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-Septem-
ber-2019.pdf   

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
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ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally, 
including Cork, to meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 

The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

As the Deputy’s question relates to special class placement for an individual pupil, this has 
been referred to the NCSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRK05900School Placement

05/03/2020WRK06000202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps be-
ing taken to ensure that children (details supplied) in County Cork have an appropriate second-
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level school place for the 2020-21 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2789/20]

05/03/2020WRK06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that as school authorities finalise their enrolments each year, issues have arisen where primary 
school pupils are experiencing difficulties in a number of areas in securing a post-primary 
school place for the start of the new school year (September 2020).

Where capacity is an issue the key points to be considered are:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in the 
area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Where these issues exist, Department officials from the Planning and Building Unit engage 
with all relevant parties to resolve them.

05/03/2020WRL00200School Inspection Reports

05/03/2020WRL00300203. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the inspec-
tor’s report for a school (details supplied) will be published; the reason the report has not been 
released to the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2790/20]

05/03/2020WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): An incidental inspection (a 
one-day, unannounced inspection) was undertaken in St. Anne’s Special School 19567K, Mer-
lin Park Galway on 27 March 2019. Incidental inspections are carried out in accordance with 
procedures for inspection approved by the Minister For Education and Skills under Section 
13(8) of the Education Act, 1998. These procedures are available to schools and others in Guide 
to Inspection in Primary Schools (Department of Education and Skills, 2016) which is avail-
able on my Department’s website. The procedures provide that oral feedback is given to the 
principal of the school at the conclusion of an incidental inspection and that a written report is 
not provided. Consequently, an individual written report will not issue or be published arising 
from this incidental  inspection in Scoil Áine.

05/03/2020WRL00500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRL00600204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he ex-
pects a school building to be put in place for a special needs school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; the process and timeline in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2791/20]

05/03/2020WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is committed to the provision of a new building for the school to which he 
refers.
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A new site is required to faciliate this and my Department is exploring a potential option in 
this regard. It is therefore not possible, at this point, to indicate a timeline for the construction 
of a new school building.

05/03/2020WRL00800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRL00900205. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the so-called New Brunswick model in the area of special education; if children with 
ASD with very significant needs will continue to receive their education in a special school in 
the appropriate circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2793/20]

05/03/2020WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In September 2018, the NCSE 
was requested to develop policy advice on the educational provision that should be in place for 
students educated in special schools and classes and to make recommendations on the provision 
required to enable them achieve better outcomes. 

It was agreed that the report will be completed and submitted by June 2020. 

The NCSE was also requested to provide a progress report which was submitted to me on 
5 November 2019.

The progress report provides an overview on the evolution of special education policy and 
provision in Ireland together with some preliminary analysis of emerging themes from a review 
of research literature; study visits to other jurisdictions; and consultations with parents, teacher 
unions and education representative bodies, students, advocacy groups; school visits and rel-
evant Government Departments and bodies. This also inlcuded a study visit to New Brunswick, 
Canada to see how an education system, without special schools or special classes, support 
students with special educational needs.

The Progress Report does not draw any definitive conclusions and the preliminary findings 
are tentative.

The NCSE progress report is available on the NCSE’s website.

The NCSE has commenced engagement in a public consultation with parents, students, 
people with disabilities, educators and other educational partners and stakeholders. The focus 
of this consultation will be on how best to move forward in the education of students currently 
being educated in special schools and classes. 

Following this public consultation and further deliberations by NCSE, the policy advice will 
be finalised and submitted to the Minister by June 2020.

It is important to note that at this stage, the NCSE has not made any recommendations re-
garding the future education provision in any special school in its progress report.

05/03/2020WRL01100Irish Language

05/03/2020WRL01200206. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a child (details supplied) in County Cork qualifying for an exemption from Irish; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2795/20]

05/03/2020WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Circulars 0052/2019 (Prima-
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ry) and 0053/2019 (Post-primary) outline the exceptional circumstances under which a school 
may grant an exemption from the study of Irish.

A special class is one that is designated and resourced by the NCSE - https://ncse.ie/special-
classes. Pre-schools are not covered by these arrangements.

In line with other Department policies in the area of special educational needs, the circulars 
on the granting of exemptions from the study of Irish have moved away from a diagnostic cat-
egorical model to a needs-based model. Therefore a psychological/medical report is no longer 
a requirement and, while such a report may be available, it is not the primary supporting docu-
ment for schools to consider when processing an application for granting an exemption from the 
study of Irish. While an external report might recommend an exemption, it is up to the school 
to decide if they the available evidence, (including ongoing support, response to intervention 
and current level of need as identified in school testing) is sufficient to meet the criteria for the 
granting of an exemption as set out in Section 2.2 of the relevant Circular.

05/03/2020WRL01400Schools Amalgamation

05/03/2020WRL01500207. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the amalgamation 
of two national schools (details supplied) in County Limerick will be agreed to; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2799/20]

05/03/2020WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that my Depart-
ment has received a request to amalgamate the two schools referred to by the Deputy.  

Additional information has been sought from the Patron and once received, the matter will 
be considered further.

05/03/2020WRL01700Technological Universities

05/03/2020WRL01800208. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the creation of a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2806/20]

05/03/2020WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the statutory frame-
work detailed in the Technological Universities Act 2018, it is a matter, in the first instance, for 
the relevant Institutes of Technology participating in a TU development consortium to progress 
their plans and when ready to make an application to the Minister seeking an order establishing 
a TU subject to their meeting the eligibility criteria prescribed in the 2018 Act.  Upon establish-
ment, the siting of its multi-campuses are a matter for the TU. 

The establishment of TUs, including in the South East, is an important part of the Gov-
ernment’s higher education policy. In this context, Waterford Institute of Technology and the 
Institute of Technology Carlow, which together form the Technological University for South 
East Ireland (TUSEI) development consortium, continue to work towards submission of an ap-
plication for TU designation under the 2018 Act.

05/03/2020WRL02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRL02100209. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills if temporary pro-
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vision for a SNA for a person (details supplied) for even just one hour per day will be examined; 
if there are alternative arrangements in place to secure additional hours mid-way through the 
school year; if additional hours can be added on compassionate grounds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2846/20]

05/03/2020WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of 
Management. SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care 
support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been al-
located. It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual 
need, which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.

At the end of 2019 there were approximately 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an in-
crease of over 51% since 2011.

As this query relates to an application for SNA support for a particular pupil, I have referred 
the question to the NCSE for their direct reply. As Minister, I do not have a role in making de-
terminations in individual cases.

05/03/2020WRL02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRL02400210. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the July provision for special needs children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2873/20]

05/03/2020WRL02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s July Provi-
sion Scheme provides funding for an extended school year for students with a severe/profound 
general learning disability and/or  students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which advises me on these matters 
published its Policy Advice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism in July 2016 
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which included a review of the July Scheme.

The review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides day-time 
respite for families and a structured day for students. However, the NCSE review found a num-
ber of problems with the scheme. These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable 
because it is not provided to all students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group to ensure that the Report’s recom-
mendations are fully and appropriately considered. 

There has been consultation with a number of other Departments and State agencies regard-
ing the future direction of the July Education Programme.  

It is expected that proposals for a revised scheme will be submitted shortly following which 
there will be consultations with stakeholders before final decisions are made.

05/03/2020WRL02600School Services Staff

05/03/2020WRL02700211. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the ongoing crisis with school secretaries at the delay in actions that would have their pay 
and conditions put on a par with all other public servants; his views on this matter; and if ef-
forts will be made towards a speedy resolution that avoids potential industrial action at schools. 
[2874/20]

05/03/2020WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very impor-
tant work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have 
spoken to a number of secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues 
they have raised. 

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries and caretakers in certain schools, al-
lowing schools with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer 
than 1.5 secretaries; schools with enrolments of 626-699 to fill vacancies provided they have 
fewer than two secretary posts filled, and schools of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies 
provided they have fewer than two caretakers.  These measures will take effect from September 
2020.  

In Spring 2019 I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This was an initial step and took im-
mediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  
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The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.   

The survey of Secretaries and Caretakers identified some schools that are non-compliant 
with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department has contacted these 
schools to remind them of their obligations under the agreement, as implemented through vari-
ous circulars. The following links will bring you to the most recent circulars in respect of the 
pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf  

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf  

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th of April 2019 to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May last year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the pay agreement for this cohort of staff which 
lasted until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July 2019 to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives last September. Manage-
ment Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in atten-
dance at the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay 
claim as presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September 2019 FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the 
Department agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department and Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the 
auspices of the WRC. These talks are subject to the normal procedures including confidential-
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ity. The talks began in the WRC in October.

Following industrial action, which commenced on 10 January, both parties have agreed to 
return to talks at the WRC.  FÓRSA agreed to the WRC request to suspend their ongoing work-
to-rule to allow the talks to progress. This suspension was effective from 21 January 2020.

05/03/2020WRL02900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRL03000212. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that children are being taught in schools without the necessary supports 
due to delays in assessments for children attending school who have developmental issues and 
may require specialised support; the efforts being taken to clear this backlog; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2875/20]

05/03/2020WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that in 
2017 my Department introduced a new model to support pupils with special educational needs. 
This means schools are now front-loaded with additional teachers to enable them to respond 
to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow them to apply for such additional 
resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to 
complete an application process annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require addi-
tional teaching support. Children who need support can have that support provided immediately 
rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Additionally some pupils with developmental issues may require an assessment of need, 
which is provided by the HSE services. 

My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service delivers a tiered, consultative 
model of service. Each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning 
and intervention for pupils with difficulties including those with developmental delay. Teach-
ers consult with their NEPS psychologist for assistance should they need to at this stage in the 
process. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best 
efforts, in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become directly involved with an in-
dividual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological support. I would advise that parents of children in 
schools for whom concerns exist in relation to developmental delay should, in the first instance, 
raise the matter with the principal of the relevant school with a view to involving the assigned 
NEPS psychologist in the issue, where appropriate.

05/03/2020WRL03200School Costs

05/03/2020WRL03300213. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if assistance can 
be provided to a school (details supplied) with regard to the perceived extortionate insurance 
premiums it is facing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2886/20]

05/03/2020WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
very significant increases in insurance costs in some special schools, through correspondence 
received from some special schools, discussions with the National Association of Boards of 
Management in Special Education (NABMSE) and media reports.
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These increases appear due, in some instances, to an annual increase in insurance costs gen-
erally and, in some cases, an increase in claims against special schools.

While securing and maintaining adequate and appropriate insurance cover is a matter for the 
managerial authority of each school, my Department has been working as a matter of urgency 
with NABMSE and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the State Claims Agency, to seek a resolution to the issue of in-
creased insurance costs in special schools. 

A number of options were identified to address the issue and the development of a group 
insurance scheme for special schools appeared to be the most viable option.

NABMSE agreed to act as contracting agent and 47 special schools subsequently signed up 
for the Group Scheme option. 

A tender went to market on 20 September 2019. The outcome of this initial tendering pro-
cess, which was completed late last year, has been disappointing and has not provided NABMSE 
with options for the establishment of a group scheme, which at a minimum, would provide for 
a stabilisation of premium rates for individual schools.

My Department was updated on the outcome of this tendering process at a meeting last 
December 

In 2019, a number of special schools contacted my Department directly, advising of finan-
cial difficulties arising from significant increases in insurance premiums, ranging between 30% 
to over 700% in the last 2 years. My Department has advanced school capitation payments on 
an exceptional basis to a small number of special schools, where they have made direct contact, 
advising of increases in their insurance costs. 

The capitation grant is provided to schools to cater for day to day running costs. Where an 
advance in capitation is made, my Department will take into account the amount of capitation 
due to the respective schools, and the impact a full recoupment at once might have on the abil-
ity of those schools to meet other costs. With this in mind, my Department will engage with 
individual schools on methods of recoupment that are manageable.

 It is not sustainable however for my Department to continue to advance capitation pay-
ments as a way of meeting vastly increased insurance premiums.

Officials from my Department are continuing to engage as a matter of urgency, with 
NABMSE and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform and the State Claims Agency, in order to achieve a resolution for impacted 
special schools.

All Boards of Managements of schools are obliged to comply with Section 18 of the Edu-
cation Act 1998 which requires a board to keep all proper and usual accounts and to ensure all 
such accounts are properly audited or certified in accordance with best accounting practice. 
Boards are also required to comply with the arrangements set out in my Department’s circulars 
0060/2017 and 0002/2018 in relation to the operation of the Financial Services Support Unit 
(FSSU). This includes the submission of accounts to the FSSU by an external accountant/audi-
tor who has a current Practicing Certificate, Professional Indemnity Insurance and is registered 
with a prescribed accountancy body in the State.  

The independence of an external accountant/auditor provides assurance to the Board and the 
State that the accounts are prepared in line with good accounting practice and standards.
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05/03/2020WRL03500School Services Staff

05/03/2020WRL03600214. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to im-
plement measures to improve the employment conditions of school secretaries; when he plans 
to deal with the outstanding issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2929/20]

05/03/2020WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very impor-
tant work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have 
spoken to a number of secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues 
they have raised. 

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries and caretakers in certain schools, al-
lowing schools with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer 
than 1.5 secretaries; schools with enrolments of 626-699 to fill vacancies provided they have 
fewer than two secretary posts filled, and schools of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies 
provided they have fewer than two caretakers.  These measures will take effect from September 
2020.  

In Spring 2019 I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This was an initial step and took im-
mediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have 
been superseded by the capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was agreed in the 
context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.   

The survey of Secretaries and Caretakers identified some schools that are non-compliant 
with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department has contacted these 
schools to remind them of their obligations under the agreement, as implemented through vari-
ous circulars. The following links will bring you to the most recent circulars in respect of the 
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pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf  

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf  

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th of April 2019 to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May last year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the pay agreement for this cohort of staff which 
lasted until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July 2019 to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives last September. Manage-
ment Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in atten-
dance at the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay 
claim as presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September 2019 FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the 
Department agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department and Management Bodies are in discussions with FÓRSA under the 
auspices of the WRC. These talks are subject to the normal procedures including confidential-
ity. The talks began in the WRC in October.

Following industrial action, which commenced on 10 January, both parties have agreed to 
return to talks at the WRC.  FÓRSA agreed to the WRC request to suspend their ongoing work-
to-rule to allow the talks to progress. This suspension was effective from 21 January 2020.

05/03/2020WRL03800Schools Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRL03900215. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspondence 
from a school (details supplied) in County Mayo has been received; if his attention has been 
drawn to the issues in the correspondence; the steps that have been taken; the further steps that 
will be taken to address the issues; the timeframe for completion of satisfactory works; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2938/20]

05/03/2020WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department has recently 
requested reports and comprehensive surveys to be carried out on Gaelscoil na Cruaiche in rela-
tion to the roof and the sewerage system. On receipt and examination of these reports, decisions 
will be made in respect of what remedial works are required.   

The Board of Management of Gaelscoil na Cruaiche is being kept informed of all develop-
ments.

05/03/2020WRL04100School Transport Provision
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05/03/2020WRL04200216. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 209 of 5 November 2019, the alternative options for parents to access 
school transport services at the school which have been withdrawn, leaving many parents with-
out school transport; the availability of additional funding that either parents or schools can ap-
ply to for subvention of transport in such cases; if a review of individual cases can be conducted 
in cases where parents have been excluded from the transport scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2950/20]

05/03/2020WRL04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s practice has 
been to respond to the needs of long term or repeat child patients in hospitals and HSE Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) facilities through the establishment of spe-
cial schools or through the funding of part-time teaching hours. 

The purpose of educational provision in HSE CAMHS Units is a short term intervention 
designed to provide for some continuity of education during the child/young person’s stay as an 
in-patient. Not all children/young people attending CAMHS are medically fit to avail of educa-
tion during all of their stay. 

Since 2014, my Department’s policy is to provide teaching staff in CAMHS facilities at a 
pupil teacher ratio of 6:1 on the basis of the number of inpatient beds in each CAMHS unit. The 
school refered to by the deputy is one such school.

Current policy does not provide for an additional teaching allocation for CAMHS facilities 
for children/young people attending as day or out-patients, as young people attending CAMHs 
as day patients can apply for Home Tuition support to provide for compensatory education in 
respect of time missed from school, due to medical reasons or attendance at a medical unit. 

As not all inpatient beds in CAMHS Units may be filled at any given time, in such instances, 
subject to prior approval by my Department, CAMHS Units may utilise spare teaching capacity 
from their allocated 6:1 ratio to offer guidance or support for children/young people attending 
CAMHS facilities as day patients, and to assist in maintaining some continuity of education 
from their base school or liaison with their base school on days that they attend the CAMHS 
Unit. 

Students in the special school referred to by the Deputy are attending the HSE CAMHS 
facility, in the first instance, as in-patients, day patients or out-patients for mental health issues. 

While the special school in question was originally designated as a special school for Severe 
Emotional Behaviour Disturbance, since the school’s re-location with the HSE’s CAMHS unit, 
the teaching staff allocation has been provided on the basis of the policy outlined above for 
CAMHS facilities.

The CAMHS team may refer patients to the school for short term education intervention, 
designed to provide for some continuity of education, while a patient of the CAMHS Unit. All 
students remain enrolled in their base schools while attending the CAMHS unit. Special schools 
attached to CAMHS Units do not enrol students on a full time basis, as their main education 
placement. Therefore, the school’s enrolment remains transient. 

The purpose of the Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs is to 
support the transport to and from school of children with special educational needs arising from 
a diagnosed disability.  Children are eligible when they are attending the nearest recognised 
mainstream school, special class in mainstream or special school that is or can be resourced to 
meet their special educational needs.  Eligibility is determined in consultation with the NCSE 
through its network of SENOs. 
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As students in special schools attached to a CAMHS facility, including the School referred 
to by the Deputy, are, in the first instance, attending CAMHS as in-patients, day patients or 
out-patients for mental health issues, transport to the HSE CAMHS unit does not come within 
the remit of my Department’s Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs. 

In previous years, Special School Transport was provided in error to a number of students 
who attended this special school while day patients of CAMHS. This arrangement was allowed 
to continue for these students until they completed their time in CAMHS. 

My Department has informed the school that its enrolment policy is to be brought in line 
with my Department’s policy for the provision of education to children and young people who 
are in-patients in the CAMHS unit in Merlin Park for the 2020/21 school year onwards; and 
submit a copy of same once it is complete.

In the interim, the school has been advised that, as an exceptional measure, applications for 
students who were enrolled in this school for the first time in 2019/20 will now also be consid-
ered but no further applications will be considered for the 2020/21 school year onwards.

05/03/2020WRL04400Grant Aid

05/03/2020WRL04500217. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the availability of 
grants for schools to purchase a bus for use for sporting events and other outings; if a primary 
and secondary school in the same locality can make a joint application for such a grant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2953/20]

05/03/2020WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to your query re-
garding the availability of grants for schools to purchase buses for use at sporting events and 
other outings, there is no provision in our School Transport Schemes to provide for this type of 
arrangement.

05/03/2020WRL04700Information and Communications Technology

05/03/2020WRL04800218. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the availability of 
grants for the upgrading of information technology systems in a secondary school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2954/20]

05/03/2020WRL04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Digital Strategy for 
Schools 2015-2020, sets out my Department’s policy regarding the embedding of the use of 
digital technology in teaching, learning and assessment, and affirms that the use of digital tech-
nology can enhance the teaching and learning experience. The Strategy recognises that schools 
require investment in their ICT infrastructure. Funding of some €210m is designated to support 
the implementation of this strategy, with €110m of that funding commitment issued to schools 
over the past three years.

I recently announced that a further €40m will issue to schools in respect of the 2019/2020 
school year, to issue shortly. A further €10m will be distributed to schools later in the 
school year through an Additional Funding application process, with schools qualifying for ad-
ditional funding based on evidence of their engagement with Digital Strategy initiatives. This 
provision of funding will support schools in updating and renewing their ICT infrastructure and 
assist schools to embed innovative and cutting edge technologies to enhance teaching, learning 
and assessment in their schools.
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Expenditure of this grant funding should align with the school’s Digital Learning Plan, with 
advice and support on developing this plan available from the PDST-TiE at https://www.pdst-
technologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/.  In that context, the funding can be used for a broad 
range of requirements outlined in the relevant circular issued to schools regarding the Digital 
Strategy grant funding.

The Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) 
offers advice to schools and have developed advice sheets on digital technology in education, 
in addition to providing professional learning for teachers.

All new school buildings and additional classroom accommodation projects receive ICT 
grant funding as part of their furniture and equipment funding from the Planning and Building 
Unit of the Department.

05/03/2020WRL05000Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRL05100219. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the possible delays to a school (details supplied) transferring to its new premises which 
is currently occupied by another school currently awaiting transfer to its own site; if the matter 
can be expedited in view of the severe disruption that delays will have in terms of the school 
not being in a position to transfer during the summer months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2965/20]

05/03/2020WRL05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy  when complete will provide for a 24 classroom school and 
a 2 classroom SEN unit.  

The project is being delivered through my  Department’s Design and Build Programme.  It 
is anticipated that the school will decant during the summers months.

The school  currently located in the building has received planning permission which will 
allow it move to an alternative  location.

05/03/2020WRL05300Teaching Council of Ireland

05/03/2020WRL05400220. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
the delay in the issuing of Teaching Council numbers (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2966/20]

05/03/2020WRL05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Teaching Council 
Acts 2001-2015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility 
for the regulation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in 
the State.  

For teachers who qualified within Ireland, the Teaching Council advise that the registration 
process may take up to 6-8 weeks from receipt of complete application including all associated 
documentation,  taking into account peak processing periods, e.g. summer. This timeframe is 
outlined in the information on the Teaching Council website.

Where a person has obtained their teaching qualifications in another Member State of the 
EU, Directive 2005/36/EC, as amended, applies. This Directive governs the recognition of 
professional qualifications across Member States. Where a person has obtained their teaching 
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qualifications and is eligible to practice the profession in another Member State, they may ap-
ply to the Teaching Council to seek recognition of their qualifications in accordance with the 
provisions of the Directive. Assessment of qualifications to determine that they are comparable 
to accredited qualifications in Ireland may take approximately twelve weeks from the date of 
receipt of all requested documentation, in accordance with the EU Directive timelines. Appli-
cants must also meet standard registration requirements in relation to character reference, garda 
vetting and overseas police clearances.

The Teaching Council has advised me that where a complete application is submitted and 
fit and proper person requirements including garda vetting/police clearance are met registra-
tion can be completed faster than the standard registration timelines set out above.

05/03/2020WRL05600Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRL05700221. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a new 
school building for a school (details supplied); if the site for the new school building has been 
secured; if not, the stage it is at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3002/20]

05/03/2020WRL05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that a site has been identified to accommodate a permanent school building for the 
school to which she refers.

The site acquisition process is complex as it is subject to completion of successful negotia-
tion and conveyancing processes. Therefore, it is not possible to give a definitive timeframe for 
the completion of the acquisition. My officials will endeavour to bring the process to a conclu-
sion as soon as possible. 

Following the completion of the acquisition, the architectural planning process for the pro-
vision of a new permanent building for the school in question will commence.

05/03/2020WRL05900Emergency Works Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRL06000222. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on an application for urgent works by a school (details supplied); the reason for 
the delay in considering the application in view of serious health and safety issues in this re-
gard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3007/20]

05/03/2020WRL06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Depu-
ty refers submitted an application under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme for struc-
tural works. The school has recently been informed, on appeal from the original decision, that 
the scope of works for the project was outside the terms of the Emergency Works Scheme and 
cannot be considered for emergency funding. It was further informed that it could apply for 
funding under the Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme.

05/03/2020WRM00200Junior Cycle Reform

05/03/2020WRM00300223. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the review of the junior cycle; his views on whether the junior cycle is a good preparation for 
the senior cycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3012/20]
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05/03/2020WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment (NCCA) has recently issued a request for tender for a study on the 
implementation and impact of the introduction of the Framework for Junior Cycle. 

This research study will start a broad evaluation of the implementation and impact of the 
developments involved, presenting a unique opportunity to engage with teachers, students and 
schools as they introduce the developments at Junior Cycle; it will enable the NCCA to docu-
ment and learn in detail about the experience of Junior Cycle change and, in the process, gain 
insights into the implementation and impact of the introduction of a new curriculum framework 
at Junior Cycle.

Overall, the study will contribute to increased understanding of the experiences of teachers, 
students and schools involved in this development and how these experiences shape and are 
shaped by schools as communities, institutions, and by policy making in this area in the wider 
education system.

The Framework for Junior Cycle gives students the opportunity to develop a wide range of 
knowledge and skills – to equip them for further learning, for work, for responsible and active 
citizenship, and for healthy living. It gives students better learning opportunities, and rewards 
and recognises non-academic performance and achievements, with a central focus on the stu-
dent’s quality of life, well-being and mental health. In particular, learners are enabled to use 
and analyse information in new and creative ways, to investigate issues, to explore, to think for 
themselves, to be creative in solving problems and to apply their learning to new challenges 
and situations.

I am satisfied that the Framework for Junior Cycle provides students with an excellent foun-
dation for progression to Senior Cycle.

05/03/2020WRM00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRM00600224. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
provide  ASD units in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3013/20]

05/03/2020WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since 2011, the number of 
special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost threefold from 548 to 1,618 for the 
2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

Provision in our 124 special schools has also increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 
7,872 this year. 

In Cork alone there are 195 special classes and 13 special schools providing specialist sup-
port to children with more complex special educational needs. 

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at: https://
ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-September-2019.pdf.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
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children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally, 
including Cork, to meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 

The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

05/03/2020WRM00800School Enrolments

05/03/2020WRM00900225. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
he is taking to address the problem of the shortage of second level school places for the 2020-
21 school year in Ballincollig, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3014/20]
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05/03/2020WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that as school authorities finalise their enrolments each year, issues have arisen where primary 
school pupils are experiencing difficulties in a number of areas in securing a post-primary 
school place for the start of the new school year (September 2020).

Where capacity is an issue the key points to be considered are:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in the 
area

- School of choice – pupils cannot get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area.

Where these issues exist, Department officials from the Planning and Building Unit engage 
with all relevant parties to resolve them.

This process is currently ongoing with a view to ensuring that every pupil has a school place 
for September 2020, in the area in question.

05/03/2020WRM01100Schools Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRM01200226. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure the extension and refurbishment of a school (details supplied) proceeds to the tender and 
build stage without further delay by granting the school rapid build status; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3026/20]

05/03/2020WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which he refers has been devolved to Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and 
Training Board (DDLETB) for delivery. 

My Department is fully aware of the need to urgently progress this project. However, it is 
of utmost importance that the final outcome for this project will be the correct one for both the 
entire school community. In that regard, I would like to inform the Deputy that DDLETB has 
recently completed a review of the project which put forward an alternative option for progress-
ing it and a report in respect of same has been provided. This report is currently under active 
consideration by officials in my Department.

Finally, I would like to advise the Deputy that, as the delivery method for the project has 
already been determined, it is not possible to consider an alternative. 

05/03/2020WRM01400Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM01500227. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new school building project for a school (details supplied); if the acquisition 
of a new site for the school has been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3027/20]

05/03/2020WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
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building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme.

The acquisition of a site for this school is at an advanced stage in the conveyancing process 
and my officials are working to bring it to conclusion at the earliest possible date. Due to the 
commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions, it is not possible to comment further at this 
time. 

05/03/2020WRM01700Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM01800228. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
refurbishment and provision of an extension for a school (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3028/20]

05/03/2020WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.  

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Ac-
celerated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department has 
completed the process of appointing a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme, which 
currently contains 18 school building projects.  

The appointment of a Design Team (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural Engi-
neer, Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) for the 
school in question has been completed.   

The Department held a briefing session along with the Project Manager, the School and 
Design Team on January 15th 2020. The Design Team is currently working on Stage 1 of Ar-
chitectural Planning which includes Site Report, Site Suitability and producing Initial Sketch 
Schemes. 

05/03/2020WRM02000Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM02100229. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the start date 
for prefab replacement for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3029/20]

05/03/2020WRM02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan. 

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Ac-
celerated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department has 
completed the process of appointing a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme, which 
currently contains 18 school building projects. 

The appointment of a Design Team (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural Engi-
neer, Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) for the 
school in question has been completed.  

The Department held a briefing session along with the Project Manager, the School and 
Design Team on January 15th 2020. The Design Team is currently working on Stage 1 of Ar-
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chitectural Planning which includes Site Report, Site Suitability and producing Initial Sketch 
Schemes. 

05/03/2020WRM02300Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM02400230. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
of the delivery of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3030/20]

05/03/2020WRM02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the deputy is included in My Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan. 

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Acceler-
ated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department has com-
pleted the process of appointing a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme. A Request for 
Tender to appoint a Design Team – (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural Engineer, 
Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) is live on 
www.etenders.gov.ie, with a closing date for tender return of 6th March 2020 at 5pm.  

Once appointed the Design Team will commence work on Stage 1 of Architectural Planning 
– Site Suitability, Site Repot & Initial Sketch Scheme.

05/03/2020WRM02600Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM02700231. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding progress on a permanent school building project for a school (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3031/20]

05/03/2020WRM02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in the Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. Statutory approvals in relation to the permanent new school build have been se-
cured.

Following the appointment of a replacement consultant architect, the Design Team has re-
viewed the previous Stage 2(b) documentation and is currently upgrading the design to ensure 
that the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 
2017 amendment to Part L of the Building Regulations.  

The Design Team is also finalising the detail in relation to the provision of temporary ac-
commodation and playground facilities during the construction of the new school building. 
Statutory approvals in relation to these are currently being prepared by the Design Team.   

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, my Department will revert to the 
Board of Management regarding the further progression of the project at that time.

05/03/2020WRM02900Schools Building Projects Status
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05/03/2020WRM03000232. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new secondary school for the Swords area of County Dublin, as announced in 
November 2015; if locations for the proposed school have been identified; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3032/20]

05/03/2020WRM03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that planning permission has been secured for a Post-Primary school (Swords Com-
munity College RN 76475D) on a site in North Swords (Mooretown)  

A building contractor has been appointed and construction commenced in April 2019 with 
an anticipated date for completion of Quarter 2 2020.   

05/03/2020WRM03200Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM03300233. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of new secondary schools for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County Dublin 
as announced in November 2015; if locations for the proposed schools have been identified; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3033/20]

05/03/2020WRM03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that planning permission has been secured for a Post-Primary school (Malahide Port-
marnock Educate Together Secondary School) at a site in Drinan Swords.

The new post primary school  is being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build 
programme and forms  part of a bundle of projects for which the procurement process (and the 
associated tendering to short-listed contractors) has commenced and will be ongoing during Q1 
2020. 

It is anticipated that construction of this school building project will commence in Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRM03500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM03600234. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3034/20]

05/03/2020WRM03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s capital programme. 

Officials in my Department are progressing the acquisition of a suitable site where the school 
will be permanently accommodated.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

05/03/2020WRM03800Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM03900235. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding progress on a new school building project for a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3035/20]
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05/03/2020WRM04000236. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new site for a school (details supplied) as announced in November 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3036/20]

05/03/2020WRM04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 235 and 236 together.  

The Deputy will be aware that a building project for the schools in question is included on 
the Department’s Capital Programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan 
(NDP).

A new site is required to facilitate this development and my Department has recent-
ly reached an agreement in principle with the landowners for the acquisition of a site. The site 
will be masterplanned to accommodate both schools.

In tandem with the site acquisition, my Department is finalising the accommodation briefs 
for the schools and will be in contact with the relevant school authorities when this process has 
been completed.

05/03/2020WRM04300Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM04400237. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure the works to provide a new school building for a school (details supplied) in addition 
to the associated refurbishment works commence as a matter of urgent priority; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3037/20]

05/03/2020WRM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in My Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.   

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 Pro-
gramme. My Department completed the process of procuring a Project Manager for the ADAPT 
2 Programme, which contains 18 school building projects, in July 2019. 

The appointment of a Design Team – (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural 
Engineer, Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) for 
the school in question was finalised in November 2019. The appointed Design Team has com-
menced work on Stage 1 (Site Suitability, Site Report, Initial Sketch Scheme) of Architectural 
planning. A number of surveys have been approved by the Department and are currently being 
carried out at the school site.

05/03/2020WRM04600Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRM04700238. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new school building for a school (details supplied); the stage the project is at; when 
construction will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3038/20]

05/03/2020WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in the Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
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Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured. 

Following the appointment of a replacement consultant architect, the Design Team has re-
viewed the previous Stage 2(b) documentation and upgraded the design to ensure that the new 
school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amend-
ment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

A revised Stage 2(b) report was submitted to the Department for review in November 2019. 
Upon commencement of the review the Department needed to request further documentation 
from the Design Team in order that the report could be fully reviewed. The Design Team is cur-
rently working on this outstanding documentation.

Upon receipt of the outstanding documentation and completion of the review of the revised 
Stage 2(b) report my Department will be in contact with the school regarding the further pro-
gression of this project.

05/03/2020WRM04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRM05000239. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the primary 
schools in Kinsealy, Malahide and Portmarnock, County Dublin, that have ASD units; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3039/20]

05/03/2020WRM05100240. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
establish additional ASD units in the primary schools in Kinsealy, Malahide and Portmarnock, 
County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3040/20]

05/03/2020WRM05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 239 and 240 together.  

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost three-
fold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children 
with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at: https://
ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-September-2019.pdf.

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally to 
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meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

  Question No. 241 answered with Question No. 175.

05/03/2020WRM05500School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRM05600242. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
new accommodation for August 2020 for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3068/20]

05/03/2020WRM05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is currently 
making arrangements for additional interim accommodation to be in place for September 2020 
for the school referred to by the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRN00200Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRN00300243. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new school build for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3069/20]

05/03/2020WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build 
programme and the project is currently at Architectural Planning stage.

05/03/2020WRN00500Schools Establishment

05/03/2020WRN00600244. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the opening of the new Gaelscoil in Donabate, County Dublin; if it will be ready for 
August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3070/20]

05/03/2020WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, the Govern-
ment announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the four years from 2019 
to 2022, including a new 16 classroom school to be established in 2020 to serve the Donabate 
school planning area. In September 2019, I announced that this school would be a gaelscoil fol-
lowing a review of the existing irish-medium provision in the area.

The successful patrons of the five new primary schools to be established in 2020, including 
the new school referred to by the Deputy, will be announced shortly. The assessment reports and 
the New Schools Establishment Group recommendations will be available on my Department’s 
website (www.education.ie). 

My Department is currently examining options for interim accommodation to facilitate the 
opening of this school in September 2020.  The school will open in suitable interim accommo-
dation pending delivery of its permanent building.

The acquisition of a site to accommodate a permanent school building is at an advanced 
stage of legal conveyancing. Department officials are engaging with the landowner and officials 
in the relevant local authority regarding the potential development of the site.

05/03/2020WRN00800Schools Building Projects Status
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05/03/2020WRN00900245. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No.126 of 2 October 2019, the progress made to date in developing a purpose 
built school for the pupils of the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3091/20]

05/03/2020WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a major capital project for the school in question is included in my Department’s school 
building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan. This project ne-
cessitates the acquisition of a new site and a number of site options were identified by Galway 
Co. Council.  These were comprehensively assessed and a preferred site option was identified 
and negotiations entered into between the Department and the Agent for the Vendors.  Unfortu-
nately, the Vendors subsequently withdrew from the process.

However, a potential alternative site option has been identified and discussions are at an 
advanced stage with the Landowner with a view to acquiring this site.  Given the commercial 
sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment fur-
ther at this time.  I can, however, assure you that the acquisition of a new site for the school is a 
priority for the Department and the patron body will be informed of the location for the school 
as soon as it is possible to do so.  

05/03/2020WRN01100Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/03/2020WRN01200246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) continues to qualify for a SUSI grant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3112/20]

05/03/2020WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in an ap-
proved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

My officials have been advised by the awarding authority that the student in question made 
an application for grant support on 20 April 2019. The awarding authority wrote to the student 
on 30 April 2019 seeking additional information. Despite repeated requests via e-mail and text 
reminders during May and June 2019, the students did not respond. The awarding authority 
subsequently issued a refusal letter on 23 July 2019 to which the student did not appeal that 
decision. Therefore, the student is not eligible for support for the academic year 2019/20.

It is anticipated that the student grant scheme for 2020/21 will open in early April. If the 
student in question is of the belief that he will meet the eligibility criteria for the scheme then, 
he may apply for support for 2020/21. 

05/03/2020WRN01400Third Level Facilities

05/03/2020WRN01500247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
of the research ongoing at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3145/20]

05/03/2020WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The location in question is 
a joint facility of UCD’s School of Agriculture and Food Science and School of Veterinary 
Medicine. It operates mixed enterprises, supporting the dairying, beef and sheep teaching and 
research needs of both Schools. UCD researchers are working with the Irish agri-food sector 
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to ensure sustainability and global competitiveness and to develop safe, sustainable foods and 
promote human health. The facilities are used by undergraduate and postgraduate students and 
staff, as well as for Continuous Professional Development for graduates and agri-food profes-
sionals.

The overall aim of research undertaken is to develop a better understanding of the molecular 
biology of animal and crop systems, and to translate this into new technologies and production 
systems to improve the quality of the food produced, the efficiency of its production, and the 
competitiveness of the systems of food production, with due regard to environmental steward-
ship and the welfare of animals. Key areas of research undertaken include: 

- Animal Nutrition Research 

- Animal Reproduction Research 

- Crop Production Research 

- Dairy Research 

- Equine Research 

- Sheep Research 

- Long-term Pasture Based Production Systems Research. 

05/03/2020WRN01700Irish Language

05/03/2020WRN01800248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an exemp-
tion from Irish in second level education can be made available in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3146/20]

05/03/2020WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Dept. of Education & 
Skills issued two Circulars in August 2019 regarding exemptions from the study of Irish for 
both Primary and Post Primary schools.  Circulars 052/2019 and 053/2019 refer.

Section 2.2 of both Circulars advise on the circumstances in which a pupil may be granted 
an exemption from the study of Irish.  The decision to grant an exemption from the study of 
Irish is made by the principal teacher, but it must be made following discussion with the pupil’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s), the class teacher, special education teachers, and the pupil.

Where the application for exemption from the study of Irish is refused, a parent/guardian 
can appeal the school’s decision to the Irish Exemptions Appeal Committee (IEAC) if they are 
dissatisfied with the schools decision.  

The IEAC is bound by the terms of Section 2.4 of Circulars 052/2019 and 053/2019 which 
directs that the deliberations of the IEAC focus solely on the processes the school followed in 
in reaching its decision and consider whether the school followed the process as prescribed by 
the Circulars. The IEAC do not have the remit to consider any other criteria in making their 
decision. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the parents of the student concerned applied to the school 
for an exemption for their child on 4 December 2019 and the school refused the application 
on 12 December last.  The parents lodged an appeal against the decision on 20 December and 
the appeal was considered on 21 January 2020.  The IEAC determined that the school did not 
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fully follow the procedure, as they did not advise the parents of the next step in processing 
the application after the initial discussion with the parents but did follow the process in every 
other aspect.  A correspondence issued to the school requesting that they review the process 
that they took for this application.  As set out in Circular 052/2019 and the Primary guidelines, 
the school are obliged to review their processing of the application and the outcome may or 
may not change as a result.

05/03/2020WRN02000Student Grant Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRN02100249. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if student grant 
appeals will be accepted in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3149/20]

05/03/2020WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in an ap-
proved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

The awarding authority has advised my Department that the students in question did not meet 
the nationality criteria of the scheme. While both students appealed the decision of the award-
ing authority to the SUSI Appeals Officer, the Appeals Officer refused the appeals and upheld 
the original decisions of the awarding authority.

The applicants had 30 days from the date of the appeal refusal letters (28 November 2019) 
to appeal this decision to the Student Grants Appeal Board. The students did not submit an ap-
peal to the independent Student Grant Appeals Board within the statutory timeline and there is 
no discretion to accept a late appeal.

However, if the nationality status of either student changes during the academic year, they 
can submit a request for a review of their applications by email to support@susi.ie

05/03/2020WRN02300Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRN02400250. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will engage 
with insurance companies in cases in which school tours have been booked and paid for and 
insurance companies are unwilling to issue a refund due to Covid-19; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3158/20]

05/03/2020WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Advice on travel insurance 
is available on the Department of Foreign Affairs website at https://www.dfa.ie/travel/know-
before-you-go/travel-insurance-and-health/ 

In relation to insurance for cancelled school trips, schools should address their concerns 
to their travel agent and/or their insurance company.  If after these steps schools are not satis-
fied, they should contact the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman who deals with is-
sues regarding travel insurance. Their website is https://www.fspo.ie/     

My Department has no jurisdiction to make representations to insurance companies. 

05/03/2020WRN02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision



5 March 2020

145

05/03/2020WRN02700251. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the new 
secondary school for the Blanchardstown village and Blanchardstown west school planning ar-
eas, the patronage of which was recently awarded to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education 
and Training Board, will include an ASD unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3162/20]

05/03/2020WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a Special Education Needs Base will be included in the new permanent secondary school 
building for Blanchardstown West Dublin 15 and Blanchardstown Village (Regional Solution) 
when constructed.

05/03/2020WRN02900National Council for Special Education

05/03/2020WRN03000252. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the recent 
consultation carried out by the NCSE will not lead to closure of schools (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3172/20]

05/03/2020WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In September 2018, the NCSE 
was requested to develop policy advice on the educational provision that should be in place for 
students educated in special schools and classes and to make recommendations on the provision 
required to enable them achieve better outcomes. 

It was agreed that the report will be completed and submitted to the Minister by June 2020. 

The NCSE was also requested to provide a progress report which was submitted to me on 
5 November 2019.

The progress report provides an overview on the evolution of special education policy and 
provision in Ireland together with some preliminary analysis of emerging themes from a review 
of research literature and consultations with parents, teacher unions and education representa-
tive bodies, students, advocacy groups; school visits and relevant Government Departments 
and bodies. The Progress Report does not draw any definitive conclusions and the preliminary 
findings are tentative.

The NCSE is also examining implications following ratification of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2018, Article 24(2) of this convention obliges 
states, inter alia, to ensure that children can access an inclusive, quality and free education on 
an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live.  

The NCSE is currently engaged in a public consultation with parents, students, people with 
disabilities, educators and other educational partners and stakeholders. The focus of this con-
sultation focuses on how best to move forward in the education of students currently being 
educated in special schools and classes. The special schools to which the Deputy refers have 
been included in this consultation process. 

 Following this public consultation and further deliberations by NCSE, the policy advice 
will be finalised and submitted to the Minister by June 2020.

It is important to note that at this stage, the NCSE has not made any recommendations re-
garding the future of any special school.

05/03/2020WRN03200EU Funding
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05/03/2020WRN03300253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schedule 
and-or breakdown of funds received by his Department or channelled through his Department 
from EU sources in 2018 and 2019; and the programmes the funding supported. [3194/20]

05/03/2020WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Managing Authorities for the European Social Fund (ESF) and the European Adjustment 
Globalisation Fund (EGF) are located within my Department.  There were no EGF receipts 
during 2018 or 2019.  

The ESF co-financed Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning for the period 
2014-2020  has an overall allocation of €1.157 billion, comprising ESF and Exchequer contri-
butions of €544.516m each and an EU Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) budget contribution 
of €68.145m. The specific YEI allocation of €68m is matched by equal amounts from our ESF 
allocation and from the Exchequer, giving an overall allocation of €204m. The Programme 
funds a range of activities implemented by a range of bodies.  All ESF/YEI activities are fully 
funded up-front by the Exchequer with the EU (ESF/YEI) funding being claimed in arrears.  
The ESF/YEI receipts in a given year are those paid on foot of payment applications made to 
the Commission along with any pre-financing due and any amounts due following the accep-
tance of the annual accounts in accordance with the EU Regulations.  At the end of 2017 there 
was a balance of €0.6m in the ESF PEIL Suspense Account.  The ESF/YEI receipts and their 
distribution in 2018 and 2019 are set out in the following table.

ESF/YEI   receipts 2018 Programmes 2019 Programmes
 €m €m €m €m
Opening Balance 
Suspense Account

0.61  0  

Prefinancing 0.78  0.73  
Payment Applica-
tions

116.12  149.05  

Total 117.52  149.78  
Distributed     
D/Education and 
Skills 

109.41 YR            67.17 74.36 YR             38.68

  BTEI        19.43  BTEI         14.9
  AL            22.81  AL            20.24
    TA              0.53
National Training 
Fund

1.38 ETBTU 61.81 ETBTU

D/Defence 0.20 DFESS 0.16 DFESS
D/Employment 
Affairs & Social 
Protection

  0.52 EURES

D/Justice and 
Equality

6.53 GYDP         4.7 12.73 GYDP      11.18

  YPP            1.51  YPP            1.55
  TN              0.31   
Closing Balance 
Suspense Account

0.00  0.2  

Total 117.52  149.78  
 Note: differences can arise due to rounding.  Key: YR – Youthreach; BTEI - Back to Edu-

cation Initiative; AL - Adult Literacy; ETBTU - ETB Training for the Unemployed (Bridg-
ing; Traineeship and Specific Skills Training); DFESS - Defence Forces Employment Support 
Scheme GYDP - Garda Youth Diversion Projects; YPP - Young Person Probation Projects; TN 
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- Tús Nua;  TA – Technical Assistance

My Department also receives EU receipts for EU education projects which include compen-
satory payments for administrative expenses incurred in providing for the Centre for European 
Schooling, Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath; activities under Ireland’s participation in the European 
Commission’s Eurydice information network and the Eurostudent VI project 2016-18.  These 
receipts amounted to €0.407m in 2018 and €0.36m in 2019.

05/03/2020WRN03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRN03600254. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if urgent as-
sistance will be provided to a person (details supplied) in respect of the needs outlined in cor-
respondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3201/20]

05/03/2020WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs 
supports.

The SENOs are available to assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for 
children with special educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educational needs.  
SENOs are guided by the information regarding diagnosis and the recommendations contained 
in professional reports. 

The Department encourages parents and school authorities to engage locally regarding pu-
pils’ education.  Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s 
special educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie.  

All school have an allocation of special education teaching support for pupils with special 
educational needs. The Special Education Teaching allocation model provides a single unified 
allocation for special educational support teaching needs to each school, based on a school’s 
educational profile. 

This allocation will allow schools to provide additional teaching support for all pupils who 
require such support in their schools and for schools to deploy resources based on each pupil’s 
individual learning needs.

By monitoring the learning of pupils in schools on a daily basis, schools are best placed to 
decide who needs the most extra help.

The special education teaching allocation model gives schools greater autonomy in how 
they allocate special education teaching resources. 

Where a parent has an assessment for their child which notes that they have a particular 
special educational need, or disability, they should still bring this to the attention of the school, 
as it may assist the school to decide how best to support the child.

The school will take account of learning needs as evidenced by performance in schools but 
also supported where relevant by information provided regarding the nature of a condition that 
a pupil may have.

Parents are encouraged to discuss with the class teacher, or the school Principal, the manner 
in which teaching support can be provided. Ongoing monitoring of your child’s performance 
over the course of the school year will also support the school in deciding how much support 
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can be allocated or how much support is required.

05/03/2020WRN03800Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/03/2020WRN03900255. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if financial as-
sistance will be provided towards third level education for a person (details supplied) who is 
applying for naturalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3226/20]

05/03/2020WRN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Stu-
dent Grant Scheme administered by SUSI, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an 
approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, in-
cluding those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment/progression and 
means. An individual who does not meet the nationality criterion in the Student Grant Scheme 
will not qualify for support. 

Separately, my Department operates a parallel grant scheme for persons in the protection 
process or at the leave to remain (but not deportation order) stage. The scheme provides sup-
ports to qualifying students which are similar to those available in the statutory based Student 
Grant Scheme administered by SUSI. 

Last year, following a review of the Pilot Support Scheme 2018, I announced my decision to 
continue the scheme for the 2019/20 academic year and to undertake a further review in 2020. 

To qualify for the pilot scheme, prospective students have to meet a number of criteria, in-
cluding a requirement to: 

- Meet the definition of a protection applicant or a person at leave to remain stage (other than 
those at the deportation order stage);

- Obtained their Leaving Certificate;

- Have been accepted on an approved Post Leaving Certificate course or an approved under-
graduate course; and

- Have attended a minimum of three academic years in the Irish school system and have 
been part of an application for protection or leave to remain for a combined period of 3 years 
prior to 31 August of the first year of their course.

Details of the 2019/20 Pilot Support Scheme can be accessed on my Department’s web-
site at:  https://www.education.ie/en/Learners/Services/Pilot-Support-Scheme/Pilot-Support-
Scheme.html

05/03/2020WRN04100Education Policy

05/03/2020WRN04200256. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to increase education ties between Ireland and the United States of America; the efforts being 
made in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3235/20]

05/03/2020WRN04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ireland has strong educational 
links with the United States and our Government Departments, our State Agencies and the edu-
cation sector continue to focus on further developing and enhancing these important relation-
ships across a wide range of education areas.
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In May of last year, I led a education trade mission to Washington DC. I was accompanied 
on this trade mission by eleven Irish higher education institutions, where our objective was to 
promote the Irish higher education system as a partner for US Institutions in the areas of stu-
dent, academic and research mobility and collaboration. 

I addressed the opening plenary session at NAFSA: the Association of International Educa-
tors, on the future potential of today’s students, how an international education can contribute 
significantly to the development of key skills for employment, and how studying abroad con-
tributes significantly to a greater understanding, appreciation and tolerance in our world. Over 
8,000 people attended this event, with the audience comprised of educators from all around the 
world, located in more than 3,500 institutions worldwide, in over 150 countries.  

During my visit, I also met with Betsy DeVos, the US Secretary of Education and Marie 
Royce, the US Assistant Secretary of State for Educational & Cultural Affairs where we had 
meaningful discussions on how Ireland and the US can deepen its relationship in education to 
the mutual benefit of both countries.

05/03/2020WRN04400School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRN04500257. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; the status of the application for the school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3240/20]

05/03/2020WRN04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application, for capital funding, under the Additional 
School Accommodation scheme, from the school authority in question.  Once the application 
has been assessed, the school authority will be contacted directly with a decision in writing.

05/03/2020WRN04700DEIS Eligibility

05/03/2020WRN04800258. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
view the refusal of DEIS status to schools (details supplied) in view of the deprived area in 
which the schools are located and the high number of non-national and Traveller children in 
attendance at the schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3245/20]

05/03/2020WRN04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is in the fi-
nal stages of refinement of the new DEIS identification model, based on school enrolment data 
form 2018/19 and the latest data available from Census 2016 under the HP Deprivation Index. 
A detailed quality analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical 
Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, 
the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at an advanced 
stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the technical 
aspect of this model has been arranged. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for 
development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified need.

I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching 
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most in 
need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any fur-
ther schools.
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05/03/2020WRN05000School Transport Provision

05/03/2020WRN05100259. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a post-primary 
school transport route (details supplied) will be extended with the capacity increased to meet 
demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3250/20]

05/03/2020WRN05200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the current school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, are transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to 
support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest 
school. Under the terms of the School Transport Schemes children are eligible for transport 
at primary level where they reside not less than 3.2 kms from and are attending their nearest 
national school, and at post primary level where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are 
attending their nearest post primary school/education centre as determined by the Department/
Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. 

Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann by measuring the shortest traversable 
route from the child’s home to the relevant school. The terms of the School Transport Schemes 
are applied equitably on a national basis. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and may be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare 
seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection 
process.

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus 
Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reason-
able level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.

Families wishing to avail of school transport should complete the online application process 
on the Bus Éireann website before 24th April 2020. School transport scheme services operating 
for the 2020/21 school year will be determined by the number of children who apply and are 
deemed eligible for school transport.

05/03/2020WRN05300Island Communities

05/03/2020WRN05400260. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a policy 
to ensure that all offshore islands with a significant population have a post-primary school; the 
number of offshore islands with no bridge or causeway to the mainland with a population of 
over 100; the number of these that have a secondary school; his plans to ensure that schools 
are set up on the remaining few islands that do not have a secondary school and have a viable 
population for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3251/20]

05/03/2020WRN05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, the Department divides the country into 
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314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a 
range of sources, including Child Benefit Data from the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection and the Department’s own school enrolment databases, to identify where the 
pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this information, the Department 
carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where additional school accommo-
dation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

 It is not anticipated that new post-primary schools will be established within the foreseeable 
future.

All islands in the Gaeltacht have access to a post-primary school. In recognition of the 
unique challenges facing island schools and in addition to the supports already being provided 
as part of the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme, a specific package of targeted supports 
has been provided for every island post-primary school from September 2018, as part of the 
overall implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education. The specific package of addi-
tional supports for island post-primary schools include increased teacher allocation for each of 
the island post-primary schools from its previous allocation of 1 whole-time equivalent post to 
1.5 whole-time equivalent posts and an additional ring-fenced budget of €15,000 per annum for 
each island post-primary school.

The Department of Education and Skills will continue to be represented on the Inter-Depart-
mental Committee for the Development of the Islands, which was established by the Depart-
ment of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 2019.

05/03/2020WRN05600Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRN05700261. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of plans to 
build an appropriate facility for a school (details supplied). [3253/20]

05/03/2020WRN05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the deputy is included in My Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.   

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Acceler-
ated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department has com-
pleted the process of appointing a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme. A Request for 
Tender to appoint a Design Team – (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural Engineer, 
Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) is live on 
www.etenders.gov.ie, with a closing date for tender return of 6th March 2020 at 5pm.  

Once appointed the Design Team will commence work on Stage 1 of Architectural Planning 
– Site Suitability, Site Repot & Initial Sketch Scheme.

05/03/2020WRN05900Schools Site Acquisitions

05/03/2020WRN06000262. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress be-
ing made on the site selection process for a new school build at a school (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3257/20]

05/03/2020WRN06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a new 
site is required for the replacement building for the school in question and my Department has 
commenced the site identification process. In line with protocols for the use of State property 
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assets, my Department has written to the Department of Defence enquiring if the Department 
is in a position to provide a site that could be suitable. My Department has also been in liaison 
with Kildare County Council in regard to identifying a potential site.  

Due to commercial sensitivities surrounding site acquisitions in general, I cannot comment 
further at this point in the process, though I can assure the Deputy that my Department is mak-
ing every effort to progress the matter.

05/03/2020WRO00200Ministerial Correspondence

05/03/2020WRO00300263. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
in relation to correspondence issued to his office (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [3269/20]

05/03/2020WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

05/03/2020WRO00500School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRO00600264. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
progress for the delivery of a new school building (details supplied); when works on a new 
school building will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3274/20]

05/03/2020WRO00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning - Stage 
2(b) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender docu-
ments.

The Design Team is currently working on the completion of the Stage 2(b) report which will 
be submitted through the Board of Management to my Department for review.  In parallel with 
this process the Design Team is completing work to ensure the building will be a Near Zero En-
ergy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L (Conservation of Fuel 
and Energy) of the current Building Regulations.  The Design Team Leader expects to submit 
the completed report in the coming weeks.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the Board of 
Management with regard to the further progression of the project. 

05/03/2020WRO00800Special Educational Needs Staff

05/03/2020WRO00900265. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific 
proposals and timeline to increase the number of special needs assistants at a school (details 
supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the school has been allocated one SNA 
to cater for the needs of four children in three different classes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3275/20]
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05/03/2020WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

At the end of 2019 there were approximately 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an in-
crease of over 51% since 2011.

As this query relates to an application for SNA support in a particular school, I have referred 
the question to the NCSE for their direct reply.  As Minister, I do not have a role in making 
determinations in individual cases.

05/03/2020WRO01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRO01200266. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process for 
the allocation of special needs assistants and the right to appeal; the number of appeals in each 
of the past three years; the outcome of same in terms of allocation in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3276/20]

05/03/2020WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  The NCSE is also responsible for managing 
the appeals process. 

As the matter to which the Deputy refers is a matter for the NCSE, I have referred the ques-
tion to the agency for their direct reply.

05/03/2020WRO01400School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRO01500267. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
progress regarding the delivery of new and appropriate accommodation for a school (details 
supplied); the date on which the building and planning unit will meet with school officials as 
previously agreed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3279/20]

05/03/2020WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
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that my Department recently meet with representatives of the Board of Management of the 
school referred to by the Deputy relating to the school’s accommodation. My Department ad-
vised the representatives that a site visit to the school will be undertaken and that further contact 
will be made with the school when arrangements have been finalised.

05/03/2020WRO01700School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRO01800268. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the short 
and long-term plans to expand the capacity of a school (details supplied). [3308/20]

05/03/2020WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is reviewing the accommodation needs, of the school in question, in order 
to cater for an agreed Long Term Projected Enrolment (LTPE) of 1300 pupils.

On completion of the assessment process a decision will be conveyed to the school author-
ity in writing. I can also confirm that additional interim accommodation will be provided to the 
school, in the short-term, to cater for increased enrolment pending delivery of the permanent 
school building.

05/03/2020WRO02000Special Educational Needs Staff

05/03/2020WRO02100269. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills when schools will 
be given the allocation for SNAs for September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3314/20]

05/03/2020WRO02200270. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the new process 
for the allocation of SNAs; if schools will be informed of the criteria used by his Department in 
such allocations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3315/20]

05/03/2020WRO02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 269 and 270 together.

A new model for allocating Special Needs Assistants to primary and post primary schools 
for students in mainstream classes only will be introduced with effect from the commencement 
of the 2020/21 school year as part of the phased roll out of the School Inclusion Model (SIM).

The change to a new allocation model was recommended by the National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) in policy advice published in May 2018 entitled the “Comprehensive 
Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme – a new School Inclusion Model to deliver the 
right supports at the right time to students with additional care needs”.

The NCSE Review found that, while the SNA Scheme, as currently configured, works well 
in meeting the needs of younger children and students for whom it was originally designed, and 
is greatly valued by parents, students and schools, it was found to be less effective for older 
primary and post-primary students.

The NCSE concluded that a better model of support was required, one which provides the 
right support at the right time, provided by a range of personnel with relevant qualification and 
skill sets. In short, a suite of both education and health therapeutic supports was required to 
support children with special educational needs.

The allocation of SNAs for mainstream classes to primary and post primary schools from 
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2020/21 onwards will be based on the school profile used for the allocation of Special Educa-
tion Teachers. The additional 1,064 SNA posts provided in Budget 2020 will facilitate the tran-
sition to the new allocation model as well as meeting other priorities.

Under the new allocation model:

- No schools will receive an allocation of SNA support for mainstream classes which is less 
than their existing 2019/20 mainstream SNA allocation on the introduction of the frontloaded 
model and some schools will gain

- Parents will not be required to secure a diagnosis of disability in order to access SNA sup-
port – the link between diagnosis and resources will be broken

- Where schools have an SNA, SNA support will be available immediately to students in 
mainstream classes upon their arrival in school thereby reducing delays in accessing support. 

- Schools will have greater autonomy and flexibility in how their SNA allocation is de-
ployed to meeting the needs of the students in their schools. 

- Frontloading will reduce the administrative burden on schools who have to follow up on 
assessments under the current application-based process.

- SNAs will have more certainty around their tenure of employment and the new model does 
not change their roles and functions.

- Frontloading will free up valuable resources in the system which are currently involved in 
carrying out assessments (HSE and NEPS) and administering an assessment based allocation 
system so children can access SNA support.  These valuable resources can now be redirected 
to meeting other priority needs and to providing increased supports for families and schools.

These new arrangements will not impact on the way SNAs are currently allocated to special 
classes and special schools. Professional assessments will continue to be required in these cases 
and the normal application process will continue.

To support the implementation of the new model the Department held a broadly based con-
sultation with key stakeholders on 4th and 5th   February. 

The purpose of the consultation was to, brief stakeholders on how the allocation model will 
operate, to explore the nature of any challenges and opportunities expected to arise during the 
implementation phase and any action that may be required in this regard, to consider the sup-
ports and information required to support effective implementation and to consider any other 
relevant issues. 

A number of stakeholders who attended the consultation sessions made submissions to De-
partment on the new model and further individual meetings are currently taking place with the 
stakeholders concerned.   

Following the consideration of the outcome of the consultation a circular will be developed 
for issue to schools.  The circular will outline, inter alia, the content of the model, the scope 
for appeals and school reviews, training and supports to be provided. It is expected that SNA 
allocations for 2020/21 will be made shortly afterwards.

05/03/2020WRO02500School Costs
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05/03/2020WRO02600271. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the plans in place 
to ensure that insurance costs for special schools will be affordable and avoid the insurance 
crisis experienced by those schools in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3316/20]

05/03/2020WRO02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
very significant increases in insurance costs in some special schools, through correspondence 
received from some special schools, discussions with the National Association of Boards of 
Management in Special Education (NABMSE) and media reports.

These increases appear due, in some instances, to an annual increase in insurance costs gen-
erally and, in some cases, an increase in claims against special schools.

While securing and maintaining adequate and appropriate insurance cover is a matter for the 
managerial authority of each school, my Department has been working as a matter of urgency 
with NABMSE and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the State Claims Agency, to seek a resolution to the issue of in-
creased insurance costs in special schools. 

A number of options were identified to address the issue and the development of a group 
insurance scheme for special schools appeared to be the most viable option

NABMSE agreed to act as contracting agent and 47 special schools subsequently signed up 
for the Group Scheme option.

A tender went to market on 20 September 2019. The outcome of this initial tendering pro-
cess, which was completed late last year, has been disappointing and has not provided NABMSE 
with options for the establishment of a group scheme, which at a minimum, would provide for 
a stabilisation of premium rates for individual schools.

My Department was updated on the outcome of this tendering process at a meeting last 
December. 

In 2019, a number of special schools contacted my Department directly, advising of finan-
cial difficulties arising from significant increases in insurance premiums, ranging between 30% 
to over 700% in the last 2 years. My Department has advanced school capitation payments on 
an exceptional basis to a small number of affected special schools, where they have made direct 
contact, advising of significant increases in their insurance costs.

The capitation grant is provided to schools to cater for day to day running costs. Where an 
advance in capitation is made, my Department will take into account the amount of capitation 
due to the respective schools, and the impact a full recoupment at once might have on the ability 
of those schools to meet other costs.

It is not sustainable however for my Department to continue to advance capitation payments 
as a way of meeting vastly increased insurance premiums.

Officials of my Department are continuing to engage as a matter of urgency, with NABMSE 
and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the State Claims Agency in order to achieve a resolution to insurance issues for 
impacted special schools.

05/03/2020WRO02800Scoileanna Lán-Ghaeilge
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05/03/2020WRO02900272. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil 
i gceist aige an deontas €103 an dalta a íoctar le Meánscoileanna Deonacha a mhúineann trí 
Ghaeilge a leathnú do mheanscoileanna atá ag múineadh tri Ghaeilge agus atá faoi chúram Bh-
oird Oiliúna agus Oideachais. [3319/20]

05/03/2020WRO03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The funding arrangements 
made by the Department for voluntary secondary, comprehensive & community and ETB 
schools and colleges reflect the different management and ownership arrangements that apply 
to schools at second level.

Voluntary secondary schools, in the Free Education scheme, which are privately owned 
and managed, are funded by way of per capita grants.  An additional per capita grant is paid to 
schools in the voluntary secondary sector in which instruction is through the medium of Irish 
in full or in part. However, this is not the method of funding that applies to the Community and 
Comprehensive or the ETB sectors. In the case of the Community and Comprehensive Sector 
the Department provides funding on a budget basis that is based mainly on pupil numbers, but 
also takes into account additional factors which vary from school to school such as condition 
of buildings, size of school etc.

The ETB allocations are made on a budget basis in respect of head office and other costs, in-
cluding those relating to schools. ETBs are given a high level of autonomy in the management 
and appropriation of their budgets and each ETB is allowed to distribute its allocations in line 
with its priorities and perceptions of need. Any funding issues for an individual school have to 
be managed from within the relevant ETB’s budget.  The Department does not earmark funding 
allocations for individual schools in the ETB sector.

TRANSLATED ANSWER:

Sna socruithe cistiúcháin atá déanta ag an Roinn le haghaidh meánscoileanna deonacha, 
scoileanna cuimsitheacha agus pobail agus le haghaidh scoileanna agus coláistí na mBord 
Oideachais agus Oiliúna (BOO) léirítear na socruithe éagsúla bainistíochta agus úinéireachta a 
bhaineann le scoileanna an dara leibhéil.

Maoinítear meánscoileanna deonacha i scéim an tSaoroideachais, atá faoi úinéireacht agus 
bhainistíocht phríobháideach, trí dheontais per capita.  Íoctar deontas per capita breise le scoile-
anna in earnáil na meánscoileanna deonacha ina múintear trí Ghaeilge go hiomlán nó i bpáirt. 
Ní hé seo an modh maoinithe áfach, a bhaineann le hearnálacha na scoileanna Pobail agus 
Cuimsitheacha ná le scoileanna na mBord Oideachais agus Oiliúna. I gcás na hEarnála Pobail 
agus Cuimsithí cuireann an Roinn maoiniú ar fáil ar bhonn buiséid atá bunaithe go príomha ar 
líon na scoláirí. Lena chois sin glactar san áireamh fachtóirí breise a athraíonn ó scoil go chéile, 
fachtóirí ar nós bail na bhfoirgneamh, méid na scoile srl.

Déantar leithdháiltí ar na BOO ar bhonn buiséid i ndáil le costais ardoifige agus costais 
eile lena n-áirítear iad siúd a bhaineann le scoileanna. Tugtar a lán neamhspleáchas do Bhoird 
Oideachais agus Oiliúna maidir le bainistiú agus leithreasú a gcuid buiséad agus tá cead ag 
gach BOO a chuid leithdháiltí a dháileadh amach de réir na dtosaíochtaí atá aige agus de réir a 
chuid riachtanas. Ní mór saincheisteanna maidir le maoiniú i dtaobh scoile ar leith a bhainistiú 
ó bhuiséad an Bhoid Oideachais agus Oiliúna lena mbaineann.  Ní chuireann an Roinn leithd-
háiltí maoinithe ar leataobh do scoileanna aonair in earnáil na mBord Oideachais agus Oiliúna.

05/03/2020WRO03100Teacher Training Provision

05/03/2020WRO03200273. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are re-
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forms proposed to ensure that newly trained teachers receive enough teaching hours to ensure 
that they can complete their H.Dip in view of the fact that this is a requirement of a permanent 
registration with the Teaching Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3322/20]

05/03/2020WRO03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Teaching Council 
Acts 2001-2015, the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for 
the registration of teachers. Section 7 of the Teaching Council Act provides for the Council to 
establish procedures in relation to the induction of teachers into the teaching profession. Those 
procedures are now in place through the Droichead Framework. The Droichead Framework, 
as established by the Teaching Council, sets out the requirement for newly qualified teachers 
(NQTs), which includes both school-based and additional professional learning activities, to 
address the needs of NQTs as they begin their careers.

Following a review, the Teaching Council approved a revised Droichead Policy in Decem-
ber 2016. The Council approved the implementation of the Policy in May 2017. Under the 
revised Policy;

- The Department has committed to providing in-school release time and a range of other 
supports via the National Induction Programme for Teachers (NIPT) to support schools as they 
engage in the process.

- There is more flexibility around the way the Droichead model can operate in different 
schools and the size of the Professional Support Team (PST). In addition there is flexibility 
where there is the usage of an external PST member to act as a mentor where necessary.

- There is an extended 5 year growth phase whereby Droichead will now be the sole route 
of induction for all NQTs by 2020/21. The growth phase is in year 4 with all primary schools 
that have administrative principals and post primary schools with 200+ students in Droichead 
for the 2019/20 school year.

- In February 2020, there were 928 primary schools and 607 post primary schools offering 
Droichead.

- In 2020 the approved budget for NIPT is over €1.5m. Secondment costs and substitution 
costs contribute to a further c€2.6m.

The requirements of this framework, including the teaching time requirements, are a mat-
ter for the Teaching Council in line with its statutory remit for the induction of NQTs into the 
teaching profession and the registration of teachers.

05/03/2020WRO03400Croke Park Agreement

05/03/2020WRO03500274. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding teachers being obliged to work an extra hour as part of the Croke Park agreement; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that some teachers are not happy with the way this measure 
is being implemented in that they are being mandated to do certain work with no room for flex-
ibility as was the case previously; his views on this issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3328/20]

05/03/2020WRO03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Croke Park Agree-
ment, teachers agreed to provide an additional hour per week to be available to facilitate, at the 
discretion of management, school planning, continuous professional development, induction, 
substitution and supervision (including supervision immediately before and after school times). 
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This list is not exhaustive.

A central purpose underlying the provision of this additional time is to provide for these es-
sential activities to take place without reducing class contact/tuition time.

The additional time amounts to 36 hours per year for primary teachers and 33 hours per year 
for post-primary teachers. The operational arrangements for these hours are set out in Circular 
0008/2011 (primary teachers) and Circular 0025/2011 (post-primary teachers).

Greater flexibility for the usage of the additional hours was subsequently introduced. It was 
agreed that with effect from the beginning of the 2017/18 school year and having regard to the 
central purpose underlying the provision of the additional time, an amount of time up to but not 
in excess of 10 hours per year would be available for planning and development work on other 
than a whole-school basis and as approved by management.

05/03/2020WRO03700Schools Building Projects

05/03/2020WRO03800275. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if sanction will be 
given for the construction of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3333/20]

05/03/2020WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.

In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team is upgrading the design to ensure that 
the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 
amendment to Part L of the Building Regulations.

In advance of finalising the Stage 2(b) documentation the Design Team has submitted a 
Brief Change Request to the Client for this project, Dublin Dún Laoghaire Educational and 
Training Board (DDLETB). Following its review, DDLETB will forward the Brief Change to 
my Department for review and approval.

DDLETB has confirmed that the Brief Change Request will be submitted to the Department 
for review in the coming week.

Upon receipt, review and approval of the Brief Change Request the Design Team will be 
advised to complete the Stage 2(b) report incorporating the approved changes.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report, my Department will revert to the Board of 
Management regarding the further progression of the project at that time.

05/03/2020WRO04000School Accommodation

05/03/2020WRO04100276. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if sanction will be 
given for improvement works for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3334/20]
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05/03/2020WRO04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question made an application under my Department’s Additional School Ac-
commodation Scheme. The application was assessed and the school authority was informed, in 
writing, that the works required did not fall under the remit of the Additional School Accom-
modation scheme.  The school was advised that the works required are proper to the Summer 
Works Scheme and it was open to them to apply under future rounds of this Scheme. 

Alternatively, if the school authority considers the works a priority, they may use the minor 
works grant which all primary schools receive to carry out the works in full, or on a phased 
basis as the grant permits. 

05/03/2020WRO04300School Enrolments

05/03/2020WRO04400277. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the role of his De-
partment in encouraging post-primary schools in the same geographic area to coordinate and 
share information regarding applications for first years in order to ensure children are offered 
a place in a timely manner and that parents are not left waiting months to find out if their child 
will get a place (details supplied).  [3344/20]

05/03/2020WRO04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
enrolments in the first instance is a matter for the school authority.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act was signed into law by the President on 18th 
July 2018.  The overall objective of the Act is to provide a new framework for school enrolment 
that is designed to ensure that every child is treated fairly and that the way in which schools 
decide on applications for admission is structured, fair and transparent.

Section 66 of the Act, which was commenced on the 3rd October 2018 and is now opera-
tional, relates to Co-operation of Boards. It provides for schools, for the purposes of facilitating 
the efficient admission of students, to share information with each other in respect of applica-
tions received, offers made and offers accepted. However, it is a matter for each school to decide 
whether they wish to share these details with the other schools for the purposes of efficiently 
processing applications for admission in an area.

In relation to school admissions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where 
the school has places available, the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there 
are more applicants than places available, a selection process may be necessary. This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. The Deputy will note however that the selection pro-
cess procedures and enrolment policy are the responsibility of the individual school authorities. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department is reviewing the accommodation needs, of 
the area in question, in order to cater for an agreed Long Term Projected Enrolment (LTPE) of 
1300 pupils. 

On completion of the assessment process a decision will be conveyed to the school author-
ity in writing. I can also confirm that additional interim accommodation will be provided to 
the area, in the short-term, to cater for increased enrolment pending delivery of the permanent 
school building.

05/03/2020WRO04600School Costs
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05/03/2020WRO04700278. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the crisis regarding insurance for special schools (details supplied) in 
which insurance is no longer available under their patron body; and the measures being taken to 
ensure these schools can remain open after the deadline of 31 March 2020. [3359/20]

05/03/2020WRO04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
very significant increases in insurance costs in some special schools, through correspondence 
received from some special schools, discussions with the National Association of Boards of 
Management in Special Education (NABMSE) and media reports.

These increases appear due, in some instances, to an annual increase in insurance costs gen-
erally and, in some cases, an increase in claims against special schools.

While securing and maintaining adequate and appropriate insurance cover is a matter for the 
managerial authority of each school, my Department has been working as a matter of urgency 
with NABMSE and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the State Claims Agency, to seek a resolution to the issue of in-
creased insurance costs in special schools. 

A number of options were identified to address the issue and the development of a group 
insurance scheme for special schools appeared to be the most viable option

NABMSE agreed to act as contracting agent and 47 special schools subsequently signed up 
for the Group Scheme option. 

A tender went to market on 20 September 2019. The outcome of this initial tendering pro-
cess, which was completed late last year, has been disappointing and has not provided NABMSE 
with options for the establishment of a group scheme, which at a minimum, would provide for 
a stabilisation of premium rates for individual schools.

My Department was updated on the outcome of this tendering process at a meeting last 
December. 

In 2019, a number of special schools contacted my Department directly, advising of finan-
cial difficulties arising from significant increases in insurance premiums, ranging between 30% 
to over 700% in the last 2 years. My Department has advanced school capitation payments on 
an exceptional basis to a small number of affected special schools, where they have made direct 
contact, advising of significant increases in their insurance costs. 

The capitation grant is provided to schools to cater for day to day running costs. Where an 
advance in capitation is made, my Department will take into account the amount of capitation 
due to the respective schools, and the impact a full recoupment at once might have on the abil-
ity of those schools to meet other costs. With this in mind, my Department will engage with 
individual schools on methods of recoupment that are manageable.

It is not sustainable however for my Department to continue to advance capitation payments 
as a way of meeting vastly increased insurance premiums.

Officials of my Department are continuing to engage as a matter of urgency, with NABMSE 
and relevant Government departments, including the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the State Claims Agency in order to achieve a resolution to insurance issues for 
impacted special schools.

Three of the four special schools referred to by the Deputy have recently contacted my De-
partment directly in relation to issues of increasing insurance costs. My Department are engag-



Questions - Written Answers

162

ing with these schools currently. 

05/03/2020WRO04900Schools Building Projects

05/03/2020WRO05000279. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
build a new secondary school in Newtownmountkennedy, County Wicklow; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3361/20]

05/03/2020WRO05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Government announced 
plans in April 2018 for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 4 years (2019 to 
2022), including a new post-primary school which is to be established in 2020 to serve the 
Kilcoole and Greystones school planning areas as a regional solution. Newtownmountkennedy 
is located in the Kilcoole school planning area.

This announcement followed nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by the Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country.

The patronage process for this new school is complete and patronage was awarded to Kildare 
and Wicklow Education and Training Board.

A site is required to construct a permanent school building. A potential site has been identi-
fied and discussions are ongoing with the landowner with a view to acquiring this site.

05/03/2020WRO05200Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRO05300280. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the lands 
zoned educational and earmarked for the new secondary school in Charlesland, Greystones, 
County Wicklow have been purchased; if not, the stage of the process at which plans to pur-
chase the land are at; when the new school will be built; if it will be fast-tracked in view of the 
high intake of first year students in the new school for 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3362/20]

05/03/2020WRO05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of permanent 
accommodation for the new post primary school to serve Greystones and Kilcoole requires the 
acquisition of a site by my Department. 

I can confirm a potential site option has been identified and discussions are ongoing with 
the landowner with a view to acquiring this site. It is difficult to indicate a timeframe for any 
site acquisition as each process is unique and in some instances complex issues can arise which 
can cause delays.

Nevertheless, my Department is committed to delivering a site for the new post primary 
school for the Greystones and Kilcoole area of County Wicklow and work is ongoing to achieve 
this as soon as possible.  Once there is sufficient certainty in respect of a site the project to 
deliver the permanent accommodation can advance into the architectural planning stage and 
onwards to tender and construction stages.

05/03/2020WRO05500School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRO05600281. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
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the provision of a school extension for a school (details supplied); if the accommodation will be 
ready for September 2021; the site on which the extension will be located; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3363/20]

05/03/2020WRO05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which she refers has been devolved to the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA) for delivery as part of a programme of school building projects.

A framework of project management and design team consultants has been appointed for 
the programme and the process to appoint teams to specific project bundles is now underway.

The Department has approved an extension for the school in question to accommodate 
1,000 pupils. We are in the process of acquiring a site extension to facilitate same and a decision 
has been made to accelerate its delivery within the context of the NDFA programme.

The NDFA will ensure that this project progresses to design stage, obtaining the necessary 
statutory planning permission, and moving the project onward to construction in due course. 
As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to give a 
date for its completion.  

Please be assured that the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep 
it informed of progress.

05/03/2020WRO05800Site Acquisitions

05/03/2020WRO05900282. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the unde-
veloped site located beside a school (details supplied) is in the ownership of his Department; if 
not, the ownership of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3364/20]

05/03/2020WRO06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The site to which the Deputy 
refers is not in the ownership of my Department; it is in private ownership.  My Department 
has however agreed to purchase it and there is ongoing engagement with the owners in order to 
advance the purchase.  Due to commercial sensitivities associated with site acquisitions gener-
ally, I am unable to elaborate further at this point.

05/03/2020WRP00200School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRP00300283. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding 
will be ensured for the provision of temporary prefab accommodation at a school (details sup-
plied) for September 2020; the steps required by the school or Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board, KWETB, in order to realise the funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3365/20]

05/03/2020WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
a major building project to provide an extension to the school in question is included in my 
Department’s building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan 
(NDP) Construction Programme. 

In this regard, the procurement of the Design Team to deliver the project has commenced. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department approved grant to KWETB in 2019 for the 
provision of interim accommodation and the ETB has advised that the accommodation was 
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installed in January 2020.

05/03/2020WRP00500Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRP00600284. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new 
school building (details supplied) will be completed; when the school will be moved into the 
building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3366/20]

05/03/2020WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project to 
which the Deputy refers  is due to be handed over in Q2 2020 with the building ready for oc-
cupation for the school year 2020/2021.

05/03/2020WRP00800Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme

05/03/2020WRP00900285. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans in cases 
in which a school participating in Scéim Aitheantas do Scoileanna Gaeltachta has a majority of 
the teaching staff who are not competent to deliver their respective subjects through the medium 
of Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3386/20]

05/03/2020WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Gaeltacht School Recog-
nition Scheme (Scéim Aitheantas Scoileanna Gaeltachta), which was launched in April 2017, 
provided schools in Gaeltacht language-planning areas with the option to join the Scheme, 
on the basis of implementing specific language-based criteria and on condition that they were 
participating in the language-planning processes provided for under the Gaeltacht Act, 2012. 

The requirements for joining the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme were set out in Cir-
culars 0033/2017 (primary schools) and 0034/2017 (post-primary schools) and in subsequent 
circulars issued to schools annually on the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme. Schools 
expressing an interest in participating in the Scheme were required, through their self-evalu-
ation processes, to develop an action plan for improvement relative to their school context to 
outline how the school would progress towards compliance with the language-based criteria to 
strengthen Irish-medium educational provision in the Gaeltacht. In advance of completing the 
Expression of Interest Form for participation in the Scheme, the board of management was re-
quired to liaise with its school community and the local language-planning committee to inform 
its decision to join the Scheme.

A package of additional supports continues to be provided to support all schools participat-
ing in the Scheme. These supports include: additional professional development for teachers 
provided by Higher Education Institutions and An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta (COGG), Inspectorate advisory visits, additional Irish-language teaching sup-
port hours, guides on immersion education, and annual grants for Irish-medium resources.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individ-
ual school board of management/Education and Training Board (ETB), subject to procedures 
agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amend-
ment) Act 2012). 

In accordance with Department Circulars 0044/2019 and 31/2011, schools are required to 
employ appropriately qualified and registered teachers. Schools should ensure that personnel 
appointed to teach have qualifications appropriate to the sector and are suitable to the post for 
which they are employed. This includes an appropriate level of proficiency in the Irish language 
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in order to carry out teaching duties effectively. 

The principal of the school, with the support of the board, is responsible for promoting the 
professional development of teachers in line with the changing priority needs of the school. 
Schools can access a range of continuing professional development opportunities provided by 
national support services, higher-education institutes and/or local education centres. It is also a 
matter for each individual teacher employed in a school to engage with such professional devel-
opment supports to ensure that all pupils have access to high quality Irish-medium education, in 
accordance with the overarching aim of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022.

In instances where the majority of the teaching staff are not competent to deliver their re-
spective subjects through the medium of Irish, the onus is on the school to put in place a profes-
sional development plan to support and upskill teachers in the Irish language and in immersion 
education methodologies.

05/03/2020WRP01100Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme

05/03/2020WRP01200286. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a teacher in a 
school who has been teaching through the medium of English prior to the school entering into 
Scéim Aitheantas do Scoileanna Gaeltachta can be instructed to teach through the medium of 
Irish, notwithstanding the confirmed lack of competency in the language of the teacher; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3387/20]

05/03/2020WRP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recruitment and appoint-
ment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school board of management 
or Education and Training Board (ETB), subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of 
the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

In accordance with Department Circulars 0044/2019 and 31/2011, schools are required to 
employ appropriately qualified and registered teachers. Schools should ensure that personnel 
appointed to teach have qualifications appropriate to the sector and are suitable to the post for 
which they are employed. This includes an appropriate level of proficiency in the Irish language 
in order to carry out teaching duties effectively. 

The Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme (Scéim Aitheantas Scoileanna Gaeltachta), 
which was launched in April 2017, provided schools in Gaeltacht language-planning areas with 
the option to join the Scheme, on the basis of implementing specific language-based criteria and 
on condition that they were participating in the language-planning processes provided for under 
the Gaeltacht Act, 2012. A package of additional supports continue to be provided to support all 
participating schools. These supports include: additional professional development for teachers 
provided by Higher Education Institutions and An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus 
Gaelscolaíochta (COGG), Inspectorate advisory visits, additional Irish-language teaching sup-
port hours, guides on immersion education, and annual grants for Irish-medium resources.

The principal is responsible for the management of the school, including guidance and di-
rection of the teachers and other staff of the schools and is accountable to the board for that 
management. The principal of the school, with the support of the board, is also responsible for 
promoting the professional development of teachers in line with the changing priority needs 
of the school. Schools can access a range of continuing professional development opportuni-
ties provided by national support services, higher education institutions and/or local education 
centres. It is also a matter for each individual teacher employed in a school to engage with such 
professional development supports to ensure that all pupils have access to high quality Irish-
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medium education in accordance with the overarching aim of the Policy on Gaeltacht Educa-
tion 2017-2022.

05/03/2020WRP01400Emergency Works Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRP01500287. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be assessed for inclusion in a school capital budget programme in view of its 
serious structural problems. [3388/20]

05/03/2020WRP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am  pleased to inform the 
Deputy that an Emergency Works Grant has been approved to address structural issues to the 
senior block of the school in question.  As this is a devolved scheme it is a matter for the school 
to progress this project.

It is open to the school to apply for funding under future Summer Works Schemes for any 
appropriate additional works.

05/03/2020WRP01700Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRP01800288. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a new building for the relocation of a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3391/20]

05/03/2020WRP01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A project to provide a new four 
classroom building for the school to which the Deputy refers has been approved under my De-
partment’s Additional Accommodation Scheme 2018.

A Stage 1 meeting was held with this school on 28th November 2019.  Following this meet-
ing the school was requested to submit a revised Stage 1 report and drawings to the Department.  
These have now been received and are being assessed. The Department will be in contact with 
the school directly once this assessment has been completed.   

05/03/2020WRP02000Apprenticeship Data

05/03/2020WRP02100289. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new apprenticeships established in 2019 and to date in 2020. [3392/20]

05/03/2020WRP02200290. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons taking part in apprenticeships; the number and type of apprenticeship courses in which 
no female apprentice is taking part; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3393/20]

05/03/2020WRP02300291. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
female and male apprentices in training by each employment sector and sub-sector as of 31 
January 2020, for craft based and consortia led apprenticeships in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3394/20]

05/03/2020WRP02400293. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
persons with a disability that took part in an apprenticeship in 2019. [3396/20]

05/03/2020WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Details in respect of the current apprentice population, including a breakdown of male/female 
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participation is set out in the attached tabular statement.

11 new apprenticeships were established in 2019. To date in 2020, a two year Sales ap-
prenticeship has been established at QQI level 6. This brings the total number of programmes 
available to 55. 

The Review of Pathways to Participation in Apprenticeship highlighted a number of areas 
for action which would increase the numbers of apprentices from under-represented groups.  
This included setting a target of 600 female apprentices by end 2019. As of the end of 2019 
there were 665 women apprentices nationally compared to 341 women apprentices in 2018, 145 
in 2017 and only 60 in 2016.

486 apprentices self-identified as having a disability during the apprenticeship registration 
process in 2019.   

Work in the area of access to apprenticeships for under-represented groups is ongoing. The 
existing Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland is due to expire this 
year and it’s successor plan will take forward the findings and remaining recommendations of 
the Pathways to Apprenticeship Review and set out actions and targets on how participation by 
under-represented groups in apprenticeship programmes can be increased.

Live Apprentice 
population at end of 
January 2020 - All 
Trades

Male Female Total

Auctioneering and 
Property Services

69 70 139

Auctioneering and 
Property Services

69 70 139

BioPharmaChem 16 23 39
Laboratory Analyst 10 11 21
Laboratory Techni-
cian

6 12 18

Construction 4250 18 4268
Brick and Stonelay-
ing

199 0 199

Cabinet Making 2 0 2
Carpentry and Join-
ery

1678 7 1685

Geo Driller 10 0 10
Painting and Deco-
rating

113 5 118

Plastering 91 0 91
Plumbing 1893 5 1898
Stonecutting and 
Stonemasonry

17 0 17

Wood Manufacturing 
and Finishing

247 1 248

Electrical 7523 77 7600
Aircraft Mechanics 207 15 222
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Live Apprentice 
population at end of 
January 2020 - All 
Trades

Male Female Total

Electrical 6265 49 6314
Electrical Instrumen-
tation

408 7 415

Electronic Security 
Systems

146 2 148

Industrial Electrical 
Engineer

75 1 76

Instrumentation 49 2 51
Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning

373 1 374

Engineering 2320 32 2352
Engineering Services 
Management

10 0 10

Farriery 20 0 20
Industrial Insulation 50 0 50
M.A.M.F. 654 8 662
Manufacturing Engi-
neer (Level 7)

72 5 77

Manufacturing Tech-
nology (Level 6)

84 11 95

Metal Fabrication 818 1 819
OEM Engineer 11 0 11
Pipefitting 163 1 164
Polymer Processing 
Technology

44 2 46

Sheet Metalworking 158 1 159
Toolmaking 236 3 239
Financial Services 295 281 576
Accounting Techni-
cian

108 156 264

Insurance Practitio-
ner

141 103 244

International Finan-
cial Services Associ-
ate

21 11 32

International Finan-
cial Services Spe-
cialist

25 11 36

Hair 2 10 12
Hairdressing 2 10 12
Hospitality and Food 204 40 244
Butcher 42 2 44
Chef de Partie 51 15 66
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Live Apprentice 
population at end of 
January 2020 - All 
Trades

Male Female Total

Commis Chef 108 22 130
Sous Chef 3 1 4
ICT 212 50 262
Cybersecurity 16 5 21
Network Engineer 
Associate

57 7 64

Software Developer 
Associate

81 34 115

Telecommunications 
and Data Network 
Technician

58 4 62

Logistics 50 27 77
Lean Sigma Man-
ager

10 8 18

Logistics Associate 40 18 58
Supply Chain Man-
ager

1 1

Media 5 2 7
CGI Technical Artist 5 2 7
Motor 2362 19 2381
Agricultural Me-
chanics

144 0 144

Construction Plant 
Fitting

239 0 239

Heavy Vehicle Me-
chanics

530 3 533

Motor Mechanics 1294 14 1308
Vehicle Body Re-
pairs

155 2 157

Printing & Paper 2 0 2
Print Media 2 0 2
Sales 40 40 80
Retail Supervision 40 40 80
Total 17350 689 18039
Apprenticeships with no female participation are highlighted above.

05/03/2020WRP02800Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRP02900292. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the response with-
in his Department to cases of Covid-19 in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3395/20]

05/03/2020WRP03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has dissemi-
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nated information, guidance and letters from the Chief Medical Officer of the Dept. of Health to 
all schools via post, Esinet and through our online systems. Aegis bodies and education partners 
have also been sent these materials

When a case is confirmed, the HSE conducts contact tracing, to identify people with whom 
the patient may have been in close contact. Public health doctors would then make direct con-
tact with the family of the patient, the relevant school authority and staff, pupils and their par-
ents. All parents of the pupils attending the school and all staff employed there would also be 
contacted by the Director of Public Health in the HSE.

My Department has been working closely with colleagues in the Department of Health to 
support communications to the school community and to education settings throughout the 
country. 

A number of different coordinating groups have been established at official level to sup-
port planning and communications on COVID-19 and this Department is represented on these 
groups.  

Public health doctors are available to liaise with schools and advise on precautions if staff 
and/or students have any concerns.

  Question No. 293 answered with Question No. 289.

05/03/2020WRP03200Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRP03300294. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to guidance to schools undertaking school trips to areas in which there has been con-
firmed cases of Covid-19; if clear guidance will be issued to schools on whether such trips 
should take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3397/20]

05/03/2020WRP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Travel advice for all Irish citi-
zens is provided through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the most recent cor-
rect information will be available from there. Any schools that intend to travel to areas in which 
there have been confirmed cases of Covid-19 in the near future should ring the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade dedicated phone line on +353 (0)1 613 1733.  

The Department of Education and Skills is issuing information updates to schools, pre-
schools and third level institutions on Covid-19  as they are received from the Department of 
Health,  HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre and Dept. of Foreign Affairs and Trade . 

Public health doctors are available to liaise with schools and advise on precautions if staff 
and/or students have any concerns.

05/03/2020WRP03500School Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRP03600295. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for major capital works by a school (details supplied) in County Leitrim; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3463/20]

05/03/2020WRP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question is the result of an amalgamation approved by the Department in 
conjunction with the school Patron, in September 2013. The amalgamation was granted on the 
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condition that the school would operate from existing school sites.

The school authority has been advised that it is open to them to apply under the Depart-
ment’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA).  The scheme permits schools to ap-
ply for capital funding, for the provision of additional accommodation, where a deficit has been 
identified or where an additional post has been appointed.  The purpose of the ASA scheme is 
to ensure that essential classroom accommodation is available to cater for pupils enrolled each 
year and where the need cannot be met by the school’s existing accommodation.

05/03/2020WRP03800Institutes of Technology Staff

05/03/2020WRP03900296. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Sligo In-
stitute of Technology is party to, and as such bound, by the terms of an agreement (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3473/20]

05/03/2020WRP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The agreement referred to is 
between THEA and Fórsa.  The Department has no involvement in this matter.

05/03/2020WRP04100Cross-Border Educational Provision

05/03/2020WRP04200297. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has been approached regarding the possibility of a new cross-Border university linking a col-
lege (details supplied) with IT Letterkenny; if so, his views on same; the progress made to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3475/20]

05/03/2020WRP04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
no such approach has been made to the Department, nor is there the legislative basis for any 
such arrangement.

Letterkenny Institute of Technology is part of the Connacht Ulster Alliance (CUA) TU de-
velopment consortium together with Galway Mayo IT and IT Sligo, which is working on plans 
to submit an application seeking an order for establishment as a technological university under 
the Technological Universities Act 2018.  It is understood that an application is aimed to be 
submitted by CUA in Quarter 4 of 2020.

LYIT has a close working relationship with third level institutions in Derry. In 2018 and 
2019 Letterkenny Institute of Technology received a total of €0.75 million in Exchequer fund-
ing under the Higher Education Authority calls for proposals for higher education landscape 
restructuring projects. The projects funded were aimed at strengthening collaborative cross-
border strategic alliance building and co-operation between higher education and further edu-
cation and training institutions such as  Letterkenny IT, Donegal ETB, North West Regional 
College and Ulster University, including in the wider context of strengthening the reach of any 
future TU if established in the region.

As stated in the “New Decade, New Approach” agreement in relation to the restoration of 
devolved government in Northern Ireland, the Government welcomes the development of plans 
for ambitious new higher education provision in Derry. This investment can support more ac-
cess to third-level education for young people on a cross-border basis, enable further coopera-
tion between third-level institutions in the North West including in research and innovation, and 
underpin broader economic development and opportunities in the region. The Government is 
willing in principle to contribute to capital investment to support expanded provision at Ulster 
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University Magee Campus, alongside the commitment made as part of this agreement by the 
UK Government and looks forward to early discussion at the North  South Ministerial Council 
on taking forward this coordinated investment in order to deliver this vital project for the North 
West region.

05/03/2020WRP04400Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRP04500298. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status and stage 
of a refurbishment and extension building application for a school (details supplied). [3481/20]

05/03/2020WRP04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application, for capital funding, under the Additional 
School Accommodation scheme, from the school authority in question.  Once the application 
has been assessed, the school authority will be contacted directly with a decision in writing.

05/03/2020WRP04700Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRP04800299. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the planned tim-
escale for the construction of a new school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3540/20]

05/03/2020WRP04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
a building project for the school in question is included on the Department’s Capital Programme 
to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP).

My Department has secured a site for the construction of a permanent building for the 
school and is currently finalising the project brief. My Department will continue to keep the 
school’s patron updated in this regard.  It is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe 
for the construction of the new school at this time.

05/03/2020WRP05000Schools Building Projects

05/03/2020WRP05100300. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proposals for 
an Educate Together secondary school in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3541/20]

05/03/2020WRP05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. For school plan-
ning purposes, Wexford town is located in the Wexford school planning area. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date information on significant new 
residential development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure 
planning is keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture 
with planned new residential development.
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Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

In April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the four year period 2019 to 2022. This announcement follows nationwide demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary 
schools across the country.

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Wexford school 
planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under Project 
Ireland 2040. I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects being 
delivered under Project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.educa-
tion.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects com-
pleted from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated regularly.

05/03/2020WRP05300Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRP05400301. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
promised redevelopment of a secondary school (details supplied) in Portarlington, County Lao-
is; the investment committed for same to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3542/20]

05/03/2020WRP05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Major Building Proj-
ect for the project referred to by the deputy is at Stage 1 of architectural planning, which entails 
preliminary design of site and location suitability and initial sketch scheme.

In 2019, a review of the demand for post primary provision in the area resulted in an in-
crease in the schedule of accommodation to cater for up to 1300 pupils. The Department met 
with the school and the increase was accepted by the school.



Questions - Written Answers

174

Initially, it had been anticipated that this project would be delivered in the form of an exten-
sion and refurbishment. However, through ongoing engagement with the school, its Board of 
Management and Trustees (CEIST), the option of a New Build is currently being explored by 
school authorities and the Design Team. 

The Design Team has been instructed to provide an initial sketch scheme for a 1300 pupil 
school, and submit to the Department for review. Professional fees have been agreed with the 
Design Team members for this additional task.  

Following this review my Department will then be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment of the school with regard to the progression of the project.

This project is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being deliv-
ered under the National Development Plan.

05/03/2020WRP05600Education Fees Waivers

05/03/2020WRP05700302. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details under 
which a student may qualify for free fees having completed a level 8 course abroad for which 
the student did not receive support under the free fees initiative. [3557/20]

05/03/2020WRP05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Depart-
ment’s Free Fees Initiative, students who already hold a Level 8 qualification are not eligible 
for free fees.

Where students do not qualify for free fees, it is the institution who determines the level of 
fee payable by the student (either the EU level or the Non-EU) in line with its own criteria.

05/03/2020WRQ00200Third Level Fees

05/03/2020WRQ00300303. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports 
available to students who do not qualify for the free fees initiative that experience financial 
hardship as a result of college fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3558/20]

05/03/2020WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Free Fees Initia-
tive, the Exchequer provides funding towards tuition fees in respect of eligible students who 
are pursuing full-time undergraduate courses of study. In order to qualify for funding under the 
Free Fees Initiative, students must be first-time undergraduates, hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss 
nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for 
at least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third level course. Funding 
under this Initiative is only available in respect of approved courses within the State.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education, including approved undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information 
on this tax relief is available from the student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commis-
sioners website, www.revenue.ie. 

 Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. While students who need help with tuition fees or 
registration fees cannot be considered under the Student Assistance Fund, the Fund can assists 
students to meet other specified needs, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
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otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Information on the fund is available through the Access Office in the third level institution at-
tended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.

05/03/2020WRQ00500Schools Building Projects

304. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the development of a new school building for a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; the next steps in the process; the overall timeline for the development of the new school; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3559/20]

311. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the development of a new school building for a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; the next steps in the process; the overall timeline for the development of the new school; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3667/20]

05/03/2020WRQ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 304 and 311 together.

The Deputy will be aware that a building project for the school in question is included on 
the Department’s Capital Programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan 
(NDP).

My Department is currently developing the accommodation brief for the project and when 
finalised, my Department will be in contact with the school authorities regarding the progres-
sion of the project. I understand that the school amalgamation will operate from September 
2020.

05/03/2020WRQ00900Emergency Works Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRQ01000305. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ensure 
a school (details supplied) receives approval for urgent work to be carried out on the roof and 
on the electrical and sewage systems.  [3570/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am  pleased to inform the 
Deputy that an Emergency Works Grant has been approved to address roof works in respect of 
the senior block of the school in question.  As this is a devolved scheme it is a matter for the 
school to progress this project.

05/03/2020WRQ01200School Enrolments

05/03/2020WRQ01300306. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
of discussions he has had with the authorities of a school (details supplied) regarding the dif-
ficulties parents are experiencing obtaining school places for first years for September 2020; his 
plans to ensure local children will have a school place in September 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [3601/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that as school authorities finalise their enrolments each year, issues have arisen where primary 
school pupils are experiencing difficulties in a number of areas in securing a post-primary 



Questions - Written Answers

176

school place for the start of the new school year (September 2020).

Where capacity is an issue the key points to be considered are:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place  to a number of schools in 
the area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Where these issues exist, Department officials from the Planning and Building Unit engage 
with all relevant parties to resolve them.

This process is currently ongoing at the moment with the school Principals with a view to 
ensuring that every pupil will have a school place for September 2020.

05/03/2020WRQ01500School Enrolments

05/03/2020WRQ01600307. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
of discussions he has had with the authorities of a school (details supplied) regarding the dif-
ficulties parents are experiencing obtaining school places for first years for September 2020; his 
plans to ensure local children will have a school place in September 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [3602/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that as school authorities finalise their enrolments each year, issues have arisen where primary 
school pupils are experiencing difficulties in a number of areas in securing a post-primary 
school place for the start of the new school year (September 2020).

Where capacity is an issue the key points to be considered are:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place  to a number of schools in 
the area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Where these issues exist, Department officials from the Planning and Building Unit engage 
with all relevant parties to resolve them.

Officials from my Department met with all of the school Principals, in the area referred 
to, and the Department is satisfied that all pupils have now been offered a school place for Sep-
tember 2020.
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05/03/2020WRQ01800Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRQ01900308. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
on securing a new permanent building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [3664/20]

05/03/2020WRQ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department recently met 
with representatives of the school referred to by the Deputy and clarified the current position 
relating to the school’s accommodation.  

It is intended that the school in question will relocate to an existing building currently occu-
pied on an interim basis by another school while awaiting the construction of a building project 
for that school. 

In this regard, the building project for that school is currently at an advanced stage of ar-
chitectural planning Stage 2(b) Detailed Design. The Design Team Consultant Architect for 
the project anticipates that a revised Stage 2(b) report incorporating a recently approved Brief 
Change Request will be submitted to the Department for review shortly.  In parallel, the Design 
Team are carrying out the pre-qualification process to select a shortlist of contractors. 

05/03/2020WRQ02100Schools Building Projects Status

05/03/2020WRQ02200309. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
on securing a new permanent building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [3665/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project 
for the school referred to be the Deputy has been assigned for delivery under my Department’s 
Design and Build programme.  The brief for this project is a 16 classroom school with 2 class-
room SEN.  The project is currently in architectural planning.  Site surveys have commenced 
in advance of preparing the Planning Application which will be the next key milestone in the 
progression of the project.  Once all statutory approvals have been secured, the project will 
proceed to tender and construction stages. 

05/03/2020WRQ02400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRQ02500310. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sup-
port the approval of additional autism spectrum disorder, ASD, unit classes at a school (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3666/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since 2011, the number of 
special classes in mainstream schools has increased almost threefold, from 548 to 1,618 for the 
2019/2020 school year; with 1,353 of these catering for children with autism.

167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new autism special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 
primary, and 50 post-primary autism classes.

Provision in our 124 special schools has also increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 
7,872 this year. 

In Cork alone there are 195 special classes and 13 special schools providing specialist sup-
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port to children with more complex special educational needs. 

A list of special classes for September 2019 is available on the NCSE website at:

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NCSE-List-of-Special-Classes-for-Septem-
ber-2019.pdf   

Budget 2020 provided for an additional 265 special class teachers in 2020, which will allow 
for the opening of additional classes where required.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and par-
ents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and school places nationally, 
including Cork, to meet identified need for next year. This process is ongoing.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to voluntarily agree to pro-
vide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

Last year, the NCSE indicated that parents in Dublin 15, South Dublin, Kildare and Cork 
were experiencing difficulty securing school places for their children.  

The legislation has been used twice in Dublin to address shortages of special class and 
school places. 

The legislation contains a procedure through which the NCSE can test the capacity of schools 
in an area to provide more special education places and through which ultimately a Ministerial 
direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education places available. 
The Act prescribes a set of steps to follow which includes extensive consultation with schools 
and their patron bodies. 

The initial step in the process is for the NCSE to inform the Minister that there is a shortage 
of places in a particular area.  

The NCSE will only activate the legislation after it has taken all reasonable efforts to get 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide additional special class or school 
places.

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE’s Local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
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and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs in relation 
to special class provision.

As the Deputy’s query relates to an individual School’s application to the NCSE to open 
special classes,  it has been referred to the NCSE for direct reply. 

  Question No. 311 answered with Question No. 304.

05/03/2020WRQ02800School Textbooks Rental Scheme

312. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if grant sup-
port or other financial support is available to secondary schools to help them establish a book 
rental scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3773/20]

05/03/2020WRQ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department provides 
a book grant to all recognised primary and post primary schools within the Free Education 
Scheme in order to provide assistance for books including Book Rental Schemes. Under this 
scheme, the Department provided funding of €16.9 million in 2019 to all of these schools.

   School book rental schemes have an important role to play in reducing the cost of school 
books for parents.  The most recent figures available indicate that 68% of post-primary schools 
operate a book rental scheme 

   It is a matter for the Board of Management of each individual school to decide on its own 
policy in relation to the use of book grant funding in the school but they are expected to adopt a 
cost-conscious approach to the selection of books for use in their classes. The current arrange-
ment relies on the local knowledge of the school in order to ensure a fair allocation of funds to 
those most in need.  

 The arrangements in relation to the book grant scheme are set out in Circular 0046/2013 
which is published on the Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-
Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0046_2013.pdf  

05/03/2020WRQ03100Gaelscoil Issues

313. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current and 
capital allocation to An Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta in 2020. 
[3857/20]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current expenditure al-
location to An Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta in 2020 is €2.663 
million. As in previous years there is no capital expenditure allocation provided for in 2020.

05/03/2020WRQ03400Third Level Data

05/03/2020WRQ03500314. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the five year 
projections for the income and expenditure of UCD; the value projections included regarding 
increased student accommodation rental income; if there is a projection for increased rental 
income; the percentage breakdown of the reasons for the increase, for example, more rooms, 
more beds in rooms, higher rents and so on; and if increased rental income will go directly to 
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the university or to an agent subsidiary company.  [3877/20]

05/03/2020WRQ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Universities Act 
1997, it is the function of the governing authority to manage and control the affairs of the insti-
tution, including matters relating to the financial projections of the institution.   

My Department allocates the recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) 
for direct disbursement to the HEA designated higher education institutions including Univer-
sities such as University College Dublin (UCD). As autonomous bodies, the internal disburse-
ment of this funding is a matter for the individual institution and questions related to those 
matters may best be addressed by them.

05/03/2020WRQ03700Visa Applications

315. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timescale for 
applications by persons from outside the EU seeking approval for work visas in cases in which 
they have already received their work permit; the average timescale for applications concluded 
in 2019 to date in 2020; if there has been a decrease in the processing time for same in recent 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2602/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Decisions regarding the 
grant or refusal of employment visas are made in a number of Immigration Service Deliv-
ery Visa Offices overseas; in the Immigration Service Delivery Visa Office in Dublin; and at 
Embassies of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which process certain visa applica-
tions under delegated sanction from my Department.

The processing times for employment visa decisions are published on the Visa pages of each 
Visa Office and Embassy website. However, it should be noted that target times for the process-
ing of visas are established as a business target and do not constitute a legal obligation. These 
business targets reflect the detailed and often complex assessment that is required to be carried 
out in relation to applications.

As of 3 March 2020, the Visa Office in Dublin is processing employment visa applications 
it received before 19 February 2020. This compares with a processing date of 27 February 2019 
at a similar time last year.

More generally, the processing time for visas in each location will vary based on a number 
of factors such as the number of applications, seasonal pressures, the complexity of the appli-
cations, whether further information or investigation is required, and the resources available. 
While every effort is made to process such applications as quickly as possible, processing times 
inevitably vary during the year and from one location to another.

The central concern, as with all visa services worldwide, in deciding on visa applications 
is to strike an appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by 
maintaining an effective immigration regime, while at the same time facilitating travel for those 
who meet the criteria. Each visa application is therefore decided on its own merits taking all 
factors into account.

05/03/2020WRQ04000Direct Provision Data

05/03/2020WRQ04100316. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are plans to 
locate a direct provision centre in Columb Barracks, Mullingar, County Westmeath.  [2695/20]
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416. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to locate a 
direct provision centre at a location (details supplied). [3555/20]

05/03/2020WRQ04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 316 and 416 together.

I can confirm that my Department does not have any plans to utilise the location mentioned 
by the Deputies for accommodation for international protection applicants.

05/03/2020WRQ04400Citizenship Applications

317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application for citizenship by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2802/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Depu-
ty an application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person concerned on 
24 January 2018. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing 
whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is 
required, it will be requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRQ04700Disability Services Provision

318. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to pro-
mote the roll-out of additional changing places facilities in urban areas (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2818/20]

05/03/2020WRQ04900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Part M of the Building Regulations do not at present require the installation of changing place 
facilities. Notwithstanding this, some local authorities have installed changing place facilities. 
An example of a public body going beyond the minimum requirements in Part M is the motion 
passed by Dublin City Council to install changing place facilities in all new build and green 
field developments. I would certainly encourage all local authorities to be as far-sighted as this 
to enable the dignity, and indeed safety, of the person with the disability to be maintained at all 
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times. 

The objective of Changing Places Ireland to introduce fully accessible toilets in public plac-
es such as shopping centres, libraries and sporting arenas across the country is important and 
requires careful consideration.  As the Deputy is aware, the Government did not oppose the 
Community Participation Bill 2019, a Private Members’ Bill. This Bill’s objective is to facili-
tate the inclusion and full participation of people with disabilities and their family and friends in 
their communities by enabling greater access to public spaces.  As with all legislation, the Bill 
lapsed on the dissolution of the Dáil, but it is hoped that there will be some advancement in this 
important area when the next Government is formed.

05/03/2020WRQ05000Carer’s Leave Entitlements

319. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a parent of a Down 
syndrome child that has availed of 104 weeks carer’s leave can have the entitlement of their 
spouse to carer’s leave transferred to them in view of the fact their spouse is unable to avail of 
leave from their employment due to the nature of their job; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2914/20]

05/03/2020WRQ05200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Section 6 of the Carers Leave Act 2001 provides that employees with at least one year’s con-
tinuous service are entitled to take up to 104 weeks of carers leave. Currently, there is no provi-
sion to transfer the entitlement to carer’s leave.  

While there are no plans to amend the Carer’s Leave Act, the Government is very cognisant 
of the needs of families and in the last number of years it has introduced a range of legislative 
reforms that are aimed at enabling parents to spend more time with their children. For example, 
from 1 September 2016, under the Paternity Leave and Benefit Act, fathers are entitled to two 
weeks of paternity leave and benefit. From 1 October 2017, the duration of maternity leave and 
benefit has been extended in cases where a baby is born prematurely. From 1 November 2019, 
under the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act, new parents are entitled to two weeks each of parent’s 
leave and benefit, to be taken within the first year of a child’s life.  On 1 September 2019, under 
the Parental Leave (Amendment) Act, unpaid parental leave was increased from 18 weeks to 
26 weeks.

05/03/2020WRQ05300Leave to Remain

320. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will be made on permission to stay here in the case of persons (details supplied); when the de-
portation order will be lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3006/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The persons referred to 
by the Deputy are the subjects of Deportation Orders. These Orders require the persons con-
cerned to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State. The enforcement 
of Deportation Orders is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB). 

Representations have been received on behalf of the persons concerned requesting that the 
Deportation Orders be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended). These requests will be considered as soon as possible. A decision will 
then be made to either affirm or revoke the existing Deportation Order in respect of each of 
the persons concerned. Once a decision has been made, it will be notified to the persons con-
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cerned in writing. In the meantime, the Deportation Orders remain valid and in place. 

Requests for the revocation of Deportation Orders are non-suspensive and even where the 
persons concerned submits such a request, they are still required to present to the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau on the specified date. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically estab-
lished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained 
without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Dep-
uty may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRQ05600Citizenship Applications

321. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
a citizenship application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3196/20]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 23 January 
2020. 

This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will 
be requested from the person in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRQ05900Employment Rights

05/03/2020WRQ06000322. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
introducing legislation to facilitate mothers breastfeeding in the workplace, including adequate 
breaks for breastfeeding; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3339/20]

05/03/2020WRQ06100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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As the Deputy may be aware, under Section 9 of the Maternity Protection (Amendment) Act 
2004, mothers in employment who have given birth within the previous 6 months (26 weeks) 
and who are breastfeeding are entitled to take one hour paid time off work each day in order to 
breastfeed. At the choice of the employer, a breastfeeding mother may breastfeed in the work-
place or express breast milk, where facilities are provided in the workplace by the employer or, 
where facilities are not made available, have their working hours reduced (without loss of pay) 
to facilitate breastfeeding. 

Employers are not obliged to provide facilities in the workplace to facilitate breastfeeding if 
the provision of such facilities would give rise to considerable costs. Breastfeeding breaks can 
be taken as a one hour break, two 30 minute breaks or three 20 minute breaks. Breaks may be 
longer and more frequent if agreed between the new mother and her employer. Mothers work-
ing part-time are also entitled to breastfeeding breaks, calculated on a pro-rata basis.

A commitment in “FIRST 5: A Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children 
and their Families” provides for a review of the relevant provisions of the Maternity Protection 
(Amendment) Act 2004 on the issue of extending the current entitlement to paid time off work 
for breastfeeding mothers from 26 to 104 weeks after the baby’s birth. This reflects a similar 
commitment in the National Strategy on Women and Girls 2017-2020. Work is underway in my 
Department on legislative proposals in this regard.

05/03/2020WRR00200Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRR00300323. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average pe-
riod of time to process an application for naturalisation for the purpose of obtaining a passport; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3873/20]

05/03/2020WRR00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is recognised that ap-
plicants for citizenship wish to have a decision on their application without delay.  While my 
Department endeavours to ensure that the more straightforward cases are processed to a deci-
sion within six months, this target has to be seen in the context of the work involved in dealing 
with large volumes of applications, some of which are very complex.

The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some 
cases can take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks may take a considerable period of time. When a decision on an application is made the 
certificate can only be issued when the applicant attends a citizenship ceremony arranged for 
the purpose of swearing the oath of allegiance before a judge.  In the circumstances, it is not 
possible to give any meaningful average processing time per application.

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
partment by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRR00500Commencement of Legislation

05/03/2020WRR00600324. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he plans 
to commence all sections of the Parole Act 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[2571/20]

05/03/2020WRR00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Parole Act 2019 
provides for the establishment of an independent, statutory Parole Board, which will make deci-
sions in relation to parole for all eligible prisoners. 

There are a number of practical steps required before it will be possible to commence the 
Act and establish of the Parole Board, for example selection of Board members, the appoint-
ment of a Chief Executive and staff, putting in place the funding for the new Board, and various 
other matters, including premises for the new enlarged organisation etc. 

My Department is committed to seeing the new Parole Board up and running and soon as 
is practically possible. The legislation to establish the new Board is complex and a significant 
amount of planning is taking place to allow for its establishment. The project to do this is under-
way and pending establishment of the new Board, the existing expert Parole Board is continu-
ing with its work.

05/03/2020WRR00800Citizenship Applications

05/03/2020WRR00900325. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application for citizenship by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2611/20]

05/03/2020WRR01000414. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
applications for citizenship by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3536/20]

05/03/2020WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 325 and 414 together.

I can inform the Deputy that the first named person submitted an application for a certifi-
cate of naturalisation on 25 January 2019.  This application was approved and the person con-
cerned was due to attend the citizenship ceremony held on 3 March 2020. 

The second named person also submitted an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
on 25 January 2019.  This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing 
whether the person meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  If any further documentation is 
required, it will be requested from the person in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time and consequently it should be noted 
that applications received on the same day may not be decided within the same timeframe. 

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
partment by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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05/03/2020WRR01200Probation and Welfare Service Staff

05/03/2020WRR01300326. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff employed at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2636/20]

05/03/2020WRR01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Probation Service is the lead agency in the assessment and management of offenders in our 
communities.  It is committed to working to reduce offending, create safer communities and 
fewer victims through offender rehabilitation.  The Probation Service has a national remit with 
services delivered locally by staff based in 35 community based offices as well staff based in 12 
prisons.  

The Probation Service is administratively divided into five geographic regions.  The loca-
tion referred to by the Deputy is within the Midlands South East region, which covers 8 coun-
ties as follows: Kildare, Waterford, Wexford, Carlow, Laois, Offaly, Kilkenny and Tipperary. 

I am informed that there are 58 staff employed within the Probation Service in the Midlands 
South East Region, including Clerical Officers and Community Service Supervisors.  I am fur-
ther informed that of these, 9 staff members are assigned to the Laois/Offaly team.

Finally, I am assured by the Probation Service that it keeps the distribution of resources un-
der ongoing review, in order to prioritise its workload and maximise the efficient and effective 
delivery of its services.

05/03/2020WRR01500Garda Misconduct Allegations

05/03/2020WRR01600327. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
section 42 inquiry recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism into complaints made 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2655/20]

05/03/2020WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that the 
Inquiry referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 

In November 2019, I granted an extension of time until June 2020 for the Inquiry.  I am 
satisfied this was appropriate in order to ensure that sufficient time is available to allow a proper 
consideration of all relevant matters. 

After receipt of the final report, the question of whether any further action is warranted will 
be considered. 

05/03/2020WRR01800Legislative Measures

05/03/2020WRR01900328. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislation 
introduced in recent years to give recognition to foreign divorces; if the provisions relating to 
UK divorces have been commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2714/20]

05/03/2020WRR02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Domicile and Rec-
ognition of Foreign Divorces Act 1986 governs the recognition of foreign divorces granted on 
or after the coming into operation of the Act on 2 October 1986.  Section 5 of the 1986 Act pro-
vides that a foreign divorce may only be recognised in Ireland if it was granted in the country 
where either spouse was domiciled on the date the divorce proceedings were instituted.  The 
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determination of “domicile” includes an assessment of the intention of the person to remain 
indefinitely in the foreign jurisdiction.  Recognition of foreign divorces granted prior to the 
coming into operation of the 1986 Act on 2 October 1986 is governed by common law domicile 
rules which are now consistent with those in the 1986 Act. 

The recognition in Ireland of a divorce, legal separation or marriage annulment granted 
in another EU Member State on or after 1 March 2001 is governed by EU Council Regula-
tion 2201/2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in 
matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility (also known as the Brussels II 
bis or the Brussels IIa Regulation).  This Regulation provides for EU judicial co-operation and 
recognition and enforcement of judgments in cross-border matrimonial matters.  Under the 
Regulation, divorces, legal separations or marriage annulments granted in all EU States, with 
the exception of Denmark, are entitled to recognition if granted in accordance with jurisdic-
tional criteria specified in the Regulation.  Habitual residence is the key governing criterion for 
recognition.  The Domicile and Recognition of Foreign Divorces Act 1986 no longer applies to 
the recognition of divorces covered by the Regulation. 

Part 3 of the Family Law Act 2019 provided for the recognition of divorces, legal separa-
tions and marriage annulments granted under the law of the United Kingdom, in the event of the 
withdrawal of the United Kingdom from membership of the European Union occurring without 
an agreement between the United Kingdom and the European Union under Article 50 of the 
Treaty on European Union setting out the arrangements for such withdrawal.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, the UK withdrew from the EU on 31 January 2020 with such an agreement in 
place. Part 3 of the Family Law Act 2019 will therefore not be commenced. Issues relating to 
the recognition in Ireland of divorces granted in the UK after the end of the transition period are 
currently under consideration in my Department. 

Where there is an issue as to whether a foreign divorce is entitled to recognition, section 29 
of the Family Law Act 1995 allows a person to apply to court for a declaration as to marital sta-
tus, including a declaration as to whether a foreign divorce is entitled to recognition in the State.

05/03/2020WRR02100Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

05/03/2020WRR02200329. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the funding ap-
plication from Louth County Council to fund CCTV in Moneymore has been received; if it will 
be expedited in view of the importance both the inter-agency committee and the local gardaí 
have placed on the installation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2751/20]

05/03/2020WRR02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Community-based 
CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána 
(CCTV) Order 2006.  This legal framework requires that any proposed community CCTV 
scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and these key legal requirements have not changed since 2006.  The option to establish a Com-
munity CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere in 
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the country.

Since 2017, my Department has administered a grant aid scheme supporting groups wishing 
to establish a community-based CCTV system in their area.  To date, 26 applications have been 
approved under the scheme, involving approved grants totalling more than €607,000.  

Eligible groups, including community groups and local authorities nationwide, can apply 
for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maxi-
mum total of €40,000 and it is now also possible for applicants to seek a once-off grant of up 
to €5,000 for minor maintenance costs.  The scheme permits applications not only new CCTV 
systems but also for extension or upgrade of existing Community CCTV systems which are 
incomplete or obsolete.  

I must emphasise that grant funding can be considered only for CCTV systems which meet 
the legal requirements for CCTV, in other words CCTV systems which have been approved by 
the relevant Joint Policing Committee, the relevant Local Authority (also acting as Data Con-
troller) and which have received the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

I can confirm that an application has been received in my Department for funding for com-
munity CCTV in the area referred to by the Deputy, namely Moneymore, County Louth. How-
ever I understand that one of the statutory requirements for CCTV (Garda Commissioner’s 
authorisation) has not yet been met in this case.  A decision on the application for funding can 
be considered only after those statutory requirements are met. My officials have been in contact 
with the applicants in that regard with a view to ensuring that a decision can be made as soon 
as possible.

05/03/2020WRR02400Garda Station Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRR02500330. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if plans have 
been discussed with him or his officials relating to the redevelopment of the east Meath Garda 
station; if a new Garda station has been discussed at any point to deal with the huge increase in 
population in the east Meath settlement over recent times; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2771/20]

05/03/2020WRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commissioner 
is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel mat-
ters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.  I am 
assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to their optimum use.

As the Deputy is aware, the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provi-
sion and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  Works in relation to Garda accommodation 
are therefore progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities.  It continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by signifi-
cant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.

I understand from the supplementary information provided by the Deputy that he refers in 
particular to Laytown.  The programme does not include building works at Laytown Garda Sta-
tion and I am informed by the Garda authorities that no works are ongoing or are planned for 
that station at this time.
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As the Deputy will be aware, the resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána 
have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of 
funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, 
An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation.  We now have approximately 14,300 Garda 
members nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda staff and these numbers continue to grow.

Extensive information is available on my Department’s website in relation to the numbers 
of Garda members and their assignment nationwide at the following link: http://www.justice.
ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.  This information is updated every month with the latest 
data provided by An Garda Síochána.  Details in relation to the number of Garda staff nation-
wide are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://justice.ie/en/
JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

The Garda authorities have pointed out that ratios such as the number of Garda members per 
head of population are not an appropriate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda 
resources, as they do not take account of other factors including, for example, the fact that crime 
levels and types can vary significantly among communities of similar population size.  

Nonetheless I can confirm that there has been a significant increase in Garda resources in 
Meath in recent years.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of the end of January 
2020, a total of 324 Garda members were assigned to the Meath Division, in addition to 41 
Garda staff.  By contrast, in December 2015 there were a total of 277 Garda members and 26 
Garda staff in the Division.  I understand that further resources were most recently allocated to 
Meath Division on 24 February 2020, when 14 trainee Garda members were allocated to Meath 
Division.  Six of these were allocated to Ashbourne District, in which Laytown is located.  

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the rollout by the Garda Commissioner of 
the new Garda Operating Model meets a key commitment in A Policing Service for the Future, 
the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission 
on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  This model has been long recommended by independent 
policing specialists, including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and while new to Ireland, it is 
the standard in other countries.  The new Operating Model is designed to provide a more re-
sponsive, localised policing service to communities and it streamlines Garda administration and 
re-organises resources in order to do so. 

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the Meath Division is one of four Divi-
sions earmarked for the introduction of the new Operating Model during the current year.  I 
am confident that adoption by the Commissioner of this new structure will lead to an improved 
policing service in Meath as well as in other communities nationwide.

05/03/2020WRR02700Garda Deployment

05/03/2020WRR02800331. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda Commis-
sioner has plans to provide additional Garda personnel to Laytown, County Meath (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2816/20]

05/03/2020WRR02900403. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for 
the improvement of Garda services in Stamullen, County Meath; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3271/20]

05/03/2020WRR03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 331 and 403 together.
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In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily 
responsible for the management and control of An Garda Síochána and for the efficient use of 
resources. This includes responsibility for matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I 
have no responsibility for these matters.  

A detailed breakdown of personnel nationwide is available on my Department’s website and 
is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Síochána.  This information 
is available at the following link: http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff are also available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff.

The Deputy may wish to be aware that An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprece-
dented €1.88 billion for 2020.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment 
of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation. We 
now have approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda staff and 
these numbers are continuing to grow.  

Specifically in relation to Meath, I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of the end of 
January 2020, a total of 324 Garda members were assigned to the Meath Division, in addition to 
41 Garda staff.  This represents a significant increase in recent years: by contrast, in December 
2015 there were a total of 277 Garda members and 26 Garda staff in the Division.  

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the rollout by the Garda Commissioner of 
the new Garda Operating Model meets a key commitment in A Policing Service for the Future, 
the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission 
on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  This model has been long recommended by independent 
policing specialists, including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and while new to Ireland, it is 
the standard in other countries.  The new Operating Model is designed to provide a more re-
sponsive, localised policing service to communities and it streamlines Garda administration and 
re-organises resources in order to do so. 

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the Meath Division is one of four Divi-
sions earmarked for the introduction of the new Operating Model during the current year.  I am 
confident that adoption by the Commissioner of this new structure will lead to an improved po-
licing service in Meath as well as in other communities nationwide.

In relation to the Deputy’s query in relation to allocation of additional Gardaí, it is important 
to note that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and as set out above, the Commis-
sioner is responsible for management of an Garda Síochána and as such, decisions on assign-
ment of Gardaí nationwide throughout 2020 are entirely a matter for the Commissioner.  I am 
assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

At present the Stamullen area is located within the Laytown Sub-District, which in turn is 
part of Ashbourne District.

The Garda authorities have pointed out that ratios such as the number of Garda members per 
head of population are not an appropriate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda 
resources, as they do not take account of other factors including, for example, the fact that crime 
levels and types can vary significantly among communities of similar population size.  

I have nonetheless been informed that additional resources are being assigned to the Divi-
sion and that, most recently on 24 February 2020, 14 trainee Garda members were allocated to 
Meath Division, six of whom were allocated to Ashbourne District.  I am further informed that 
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an additional five members had been allocated to Laytown Sub-District on 7 January 2020.  

I am also informed that Laytown operates on a ‘paired’ system with Duleek, which enables 
a 24/7 service to be provided between the two Sub-Districts.  Additional support is provided 
as required from Ashbourne Garda Station, which is operational 24/7.  Further, the area is pa-
trolled by Divisional Units such as the Divisional Roads Policing Unit and the Divisional Drugs 
Unit as required. 

Finally, I can assure the Deputy that the number of Gardaí allocated nationwide, including 
in Meath, is kept under regular review by the Commissioner and that the Garda authorities 
have indicated to me that it is intended to allocate further resources as they become available 
under the new Operating Model.

05/03/2020WRR03100Immigration Support Services

05/03/2020WRR03200332. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the matter of Garda National Immigration Bureau, GNIB, and-or Irish 
residence permit, IRP, and visa appointments being sold online by a non-authorised entity; if he 
or his officials have investigated the matter; if so, the outcome of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2817/20]

05/03/2020WRR03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is aware 
of the issues around the securing of appointments for Registration and having identified the 
problem, introduced a set of software fixes in mid-September 2018 designed to prevent such 
abuses of the system.

I can advise that the new measures have been successful to date in preventing the block 
booking of appointments by third party agents.  However, I am aware that there are a number 
of third party agents providing appointment-booking services in return for payment on the ba-
sis that the person provides them with their personal details in advance.  My Department has 
consistently advised people against providing their personal and sensitive data to unregulated 
and unknown third parties.

My Department is aware that some customers are currently experiencing difficulties in mak-
ing registration appointments and is working intensively to resolve this by maximising opening 
times including Saturdays and Sundays.  It has also introduced measures to enable re-regis-
trations of online applications and by post for third level students and intends to expand this 
service to other groups. 

A tendering process is also underway to develop and introduce a new appointment system 
for the Registration Office which is being designed to prevent the block-booking of appoint-
ments.

05/03/2020WRR03400Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRR03500333. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a person 
(details supplied) is waiting on final paperwork to be finalised and visas issued. [2832/20]

05/03/2020WRR03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Depu-
ty that, in response to a notification, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the per-
sons concerned.  These representations, together with all other information and documentation 
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on file, will be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) 
and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically estab-
lished for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be ob-
tained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRR03700Garda Equipment

05/03/2020WRR03800334. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations in counties Cavan and Monaghan that do not have the PULSE system in place 
in each respective station; the location of each; if there are plans to install these systems; the 
timeframe for installation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2856/20]

05/03/2020WRR03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
control of An Garda Síochána and the efficient and effective use of resources.  This includes 
responsibility for Garda ICT.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that all operational Garda Stations in the 
Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division are networked and fitted with PULSE computer equipment.

The Deputy may be aware that the Emyvale Garda Station suffered fire damage on 29 Octo-
ber 2019 and is not currently operational.  Refurbishment of this station is being is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works.  I am 
informed that Emyvale will be provided with a new network service to replace the fire damaged 
equipment following completion of this refurbishment process.

05/03/2020WRR04000Garda Data

05/03/2020WRR04100335. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
inspectors in the Cavan-Monaghan Garda division from 2011 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2857/20]

05/03/2020WRR04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commissioner 
is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel mat-
ters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.  I am 
assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to their optimum use.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, 
ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a grow-
ing organisation.  

There are now approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda 
staff and these numbers are continuing to grow.  It may be noted that the increasing number 
of Garda staff is allowing the Commissioner to redeploy Gardaí from administrative to main-
stream policing duties, where their training and expertise can be used to best effect.  Taken 
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together, this increase in the number of both Garda members and staff is delivering a significant 
increase in operational policing hours nationwide.  

Details on the overall number of Garda members assigned to Garda Divisions throughout 
the State, including the Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division, are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Inspectors assigned to Cavan/ 
Monaghan Division between 2011 and to date in 2020, as requested by the Deputy, is as set out 
in the following table:

Year Garda Inspectors in the Cavan/Monaghan 
Division

December 2011 6
December 2012 4
December 2013 5
December 2014 6
December 2015 5
December 2016 6
December 2017 7
December  2018 7
December 2019 7
January 2020 7
Details in relation to the number of Garda staff assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Garda 

Division are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

 http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

05/03/2020WRR04300Garda Deployment

05/03/2020WRR04400336. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing the ongoing allocation of gardaí in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2863/20]

05/03/2020WRR04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commission-
er is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel 
matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.  
I am assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under con-
tinual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.  

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, 
ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a grow-
ing organisation.  

There are approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda staff 
and these numbers are continuing to grow.  It may be noted that the increasing number of Garda 
staff is allowing the Commissioner to redeploy Gardaí from administrative to mainstream po-
licing duties, where their training and expertise can be used to best effect.  Taken together, this 
increase in the number of both Garda members and staff is delivering a significant increase in 
operational policing hours nationwide.  
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Details on the overall number of Garda members assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Garda 
Division are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Garda 
Division are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

 http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

05/03/2020WRR04600Garda Resources

05/03/2020WRR04700337. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to perma-
nently implement an armed support unit in the Cavan-Monaghan Garda division; if the existing 
one is on loan from County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2864/20]

05/03/2020WRR04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is 
aware, under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner has respon-
sibility for management of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation and efficient use of Garda 
resources.  This includes responsibility for personnel matters and the distribution of personnel 
across the various Garda Divisions and Units.  As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  
I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under con-
tinual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

As the Deputy may be aware, the first Regional Armed Support Unit (ASU) was estab-
lished on a pilot basis in late 2008.  There are now a total of 12 ASUs nationwide, covering all 
Garda regions.  These are deployed on a 24/7 basis and provide high-visibility, tactical, armed 
response capacity across the country, supplementing the national Emergency Response Unit. 

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that there are 3 ASU in the Northern region as a 
whole.  I am further informed that the ASU in Cavan is currently staffed on rotation by estab-
lished ASU members drawn from across the state, excluding those located on the border.  I am 
further informed by the Garda authorities that a competition is currently ongoing to provide for 
the permanent staffing of the ASU in Cavan. 

In that regard the resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached 
unprecedented levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion.  This level of funding is 
enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda 
Síochána is a growing organisation.  There are now approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, 
supported by over 2,900 Garda staff and these numbers are continuing to grow. 

Details on the overall number of Garda members assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Garda 
Division are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Garda 
Division are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

 http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff  

05/03/2020WRR04900Garda Station Refurbishment
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05/03/2020WRR05000338. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of con-
struction works on the Garda station in Cootehill, County Cavan; his plans for investment in 
this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2865/20]

05/03/2020WRR05100339. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the de-
velopment of Cootehill Garda station; the number of additional personnel being assigned to the 
station; the areas they are coming from; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2866/20]

05/03/2020WRR05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 338 and 339 together.

The Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no re-
sponsibility for these matters.  I am assured however that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to their optimum use.

It is also important to note that the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the 
provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  Works in relation to Garda accommoda-
tion are therefore progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the 
OPW.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities.  It continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by signifi-
cant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  The programme does not include 
significant building works at Cootehill Garda Station and I am informed by the Garda authori-
ties that no works are ongoing or are planned for that Garda Station at this time. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána 
have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of 
funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a re-
sult, An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation.  We now have approximately 14,300 Garda 
members nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda staff and these numbers continue to grow. 

Extensive information is available on my Department’s website in relation to the numbers 
of Garda members and their assignment nationwide at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.  This information is updated every 
month with the latest data provided by An Garda Síochána. 

I can confirm that An Garda Síochána has indicated that as of 29 February 2020, there were 
14 Garda members assigned to Cootehill Garda station.  I am further informed by An Garda 
Síochana that there are no plans to assign additional personnel to Cootehill Garda Station at 
this time.

05/03/2020WRR05400Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRR05500340. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) made to the repatriation section of the immigration and 
citizenship division. [2952/20]

05/03/2020WRR05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
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1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the person con-
cerned.  These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, 
will be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), and all 
other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The  Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRR05700Garda Deployment

05/03/2020WRR05800341. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the net change 
in Garda numbers in County Cork for 2019; the projected changes for 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3024/20]

05/03/2020WRR05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commission-
er is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel 
matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.   

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, 
ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a grow-
ing organisation.  

There are now approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,900 Garda 
staff and these numbers are continuing to grow.  It may be noted that the increasing number 
of Garda staff is allowing the Commissioner to redeploy Gardaí from administrative to main-
stream policing duties, where their training and expertise can be used to best effect.  Taken 
together, this increase in the number of both Garda members and staff is delivering a significant 
increase in operational policing hours nationwide. 

Details in relation to the number of Garda members assigned to the Cork Garda Divisions are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff assigned to the Cork Garda Divisions are 
also available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

 http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and as noted above, the Commissioner 
is responsible for management of an Garda Síochána and as such, decisions on assignment 
of Gardaí nationwide throughout 2020 as requested by the Deputy are entirely a matter for 
the Commissioner.  I am assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of re-
sources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.

05/03/2020WRR06000Residency Permits
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05/03/2020WRR06100342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3044/20]

05/03/2020WRR06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person referred to 
by the Deputy currently holds Stamp 1 permission to remain in the State until 6 June 2020. 

If the person concerned wishes to change this permission to a Stamp 2, then they are required 
to apply to my Department, in writing, for a change of status.  They should provide details of the 
college course they wish to pursue as well as outlining their current circumstances, their future 
intentions in the State and they should include any documentation they feel necessary to sup-
port the application.  The application should be sent, via registered post, to: Unit 2 - Residence 
Division, Immigration Service, 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS00200Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRS00300343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3045/20]

05/03/2020WRS00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy, 
that the person referred to has no active application with my Department.  The person con-
cerned had a temporary permission to remain in the State on Stamp 1 conditions which expired 
on the 8 January 2020.

The reference number provided by the Deputy, relates to an employment permit and the 
Deputy may wish to raise this matter with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion, which has responsibility for employment permits.

05/03/2020WRS00500Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRS00600344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status, including the progress to date, in the determination in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3046/20]

05/03/2020WRS00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the person 
concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
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Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

05/03/2020WRS00800Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRS00900345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
review the decision to deport in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3047/20]

05/03/2020WRS01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the position remains as advised in my response to question number 300 of 9 July 2019.

The person referred to is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 21 July 2009 and 
therefore has no entitlement to residency in the State.  This Order requires the person to remove 
themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation 
Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned, pursuant to Section 3 
(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order. Following the 
consideration of those representations, a decision was taken that the Deportation Order should 
be affirmed and this decision was communicated to the person concerned by registered post 
dated 12 October 2018.  

It is open to the person concerned to submit further representations requesting that the De-
portation Order be revoked, pursuant to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed).  However, I wish to make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds 
to be successful.  To date, no such further representations have been received in this case. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e mail service except in cases where the response from my Department 
is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS01100Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS01200346. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3048/20]

05/03/2020WRS01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues 
to be processed with a view to establishing if the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as pos-
sible. If further documentation is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
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but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the email service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS01400Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS01500347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3049/20]

05/03/2020WRS01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person concerned is currently being 
processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possi-
ble. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
partment by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS01700International Protection

05/03/2020WRS01800348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3050/20]

05/03/2020WRS01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on 



Questions - Written Answers

200

whether an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State.

An applicant for such protection status, or their legal representative, should contact either 
the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) 
directly, as appropriate if they wish to have an update on the status of their case.

International protection is awarded, either refugee status or subsidiary protection status, 
upon a declaration of status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a posi-
tive recommendation from the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The International Protection Office may be contacted by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2, D02 ND99. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin 2, D02 W320.

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries from ap-
plicants - mduinfo@justice.ie.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS02000Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRS02100349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected position in regard to residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3051/20]

05/03/2020WRS02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has no 
record of an immigration application for the person referred to by the Deputy.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS02300Naturalisation Applications
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05/03/2020WRS02400350. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3055/20]

05/03/2020WRS02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed 
with a view to establishing if the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of 
naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further 
documentation is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
partment by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS02600Refugee Status Applications

05/03/2020WRS02700351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in a case (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3059/20]

05/03/2020WRS02800369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3106/20]

05/03/2020WRS02900430. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3786/20]

05/03/2020WRS03000439. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3812/20]

05/03/2020WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 351, 369, 430 and 439 together.

The position remains as advised in my response on the 10 December 2019 to question num-
ber 255. 

As the Deputy has been advised previously, for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it 
is not my Department’s practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or subsidiary 
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protection has been made in the State. An applicant for such protection status, or their legal rep-
resentative, should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International 
Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

However, I can inform the Deputy that an applicant for international protection is awarded 
international protection, whether refugee status or subsidiary protection status, upon a declara-
tion of status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a grant recommenda-
tion from the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the International Protection 
Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The International Protection Office  may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by 
telephone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries - mdu-
info@justice.ie  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made 
directly to my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifi-
cally established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to 
be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions pro-
cess. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, 
in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS03200Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRS03300352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the residency status of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3073/20]

05/03/2020WRS03400353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3074/20]

05/03/2020WRS03500434. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when con-
sideration will be given to naturalisation in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3800/20]

05/03/2020WRS03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 352, 353 and 434 together.

As previously advised, written representations have been submitted on behalf of the persons 
concerned in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigra-
tion Act 1999 (as amended).
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These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of final decisions being made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from my Department 
is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS03800Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRS03900354. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if persons 
(details supplied), as parents of an Irish-born child, are eligible for extended residency, stamp 4 
or naturalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3075/20]

05/03/2020WRS04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the first named person referred to applied for a right of residency in the State, based on their 
parentage of an Irish born minor citizen child, on 1 November 2019. 

This application is one of a sizeable number of such applications on hand, however, the 
person referred to can be assured there will be no avoidable delay in having their case brought 
to finality.

The Deputy will appreciate that, in the interest of fairness to all applicants, applications are 
dealt with in chronological order. 

It is not possible to identify the second named person based on the information provided. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the email service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS04100Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS04200355. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation by a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3076/20]

05/03/2020WRS04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 
1 November 2018. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing 
whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
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preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS04400International Protection

05/03/2020WRS04500356. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3077/20]

05/03/2020WRS04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on 
whether an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State.

An applicant for such protection status, or their legal representative, should contact either 
the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) 
directly, as appropriate if they wish to receive an update on the status of their case.

The International Protection Office may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

International protection is awarded, either refugee status or subsidiary protection status, 
upon a declaration of status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a posi-
tive recommendation from the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries from 
applicants - mduinfo@justice.ie

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS04700Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS04800357. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date regarding the determination of an application for extended residency and-or naturalisa-
tion in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3078/20]

05/03/2020WRS04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 15 
July 2016. The processing of this application is ongoing and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required, it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS05000Naturalisation Certificates

05/03/2020WRS05100358. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when prog-
ress will be reported in the determination of residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3079/20]

05/03/2020WRS05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that the 
person referred to by the Deputy was granted a certificate of naturalisation on 26 April 2016.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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05/03/2020WRS05300Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS05400359. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
in respect of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3080/20]

05/03/2020WRS05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 16 
January 2019. The processing of this application is on-going and will be submitted to me for 
decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS05600Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRS05700360. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in respect of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3081/20]

05/03/2020WRS05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 
October 2017. The processing of this application is still ongoing and will be submitted to me for 
decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
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for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS05900Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRS06000361. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his De-
partment has received correspondence incorporating requests for revocation of a deportation 
order in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3082/20]

05/03/2020WRS06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the person referred to is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 20 June 2002 and 
therefore has no entitlement to residency in the State.  

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned pursuant to Section 3 (11) 
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to revoke the Deportation Order.  Following the 
consideration of those representations, a decision was taken that the Deportation Order should 
be affirmed and this decision was communicated to the person concerned by registered post 
dated 9 November 2017.  

It is open to the person concerned to submit further representations requesting that the De-
portation Order be revoked, pursuant to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed).  However, I wish to make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds 
to be successful.  To date no such further representations have been received in this case.  

 The Deportation Order remains valid and in place and the enforcement of the Order is a 
matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRS06200Immigration Status

05/03/2020WRS06300362. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected entitlement in respect of residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3086/20]

05/03/2020WRS06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I must inform the Deputy 
that based on the information provided the person referred to cannot be identified as having any 
immigration or protection related application with my Department. I will be happy to follow 
up further on this matter if the Deputy can provide additional information on the nature of the 
immigration issue.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

05/03/2020WRT00200Deportation Orders

05/03/2020WRT00300363. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
position in regard to the request to set aside a deportation order in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3100/20]

05/03/2020WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that no record of an immigration application has been 
found for the person referred to by the Deputy.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT00500Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRT00600364. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3101/20]

05/03/2020WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the person referred to has recently submitted an application for renewal of permission to 
remain in the State. Any additional information submitted, together with their application, will 
be taken into account when the application reaches examination stage. 

Applications are dealt with strictly in chronological order. We are unable to provide a time-
frame for completion, however the person concerned can be assured that there will be no avoid-
able delay in finalising their case. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT00800Naturalisation Eligibility

05/03/2020WRT00900365. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to the determination of eligibility for long-term residency, naturalisation or both in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3102/20]

05/03/2020WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy has been 
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advised previously, for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s 
practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been 
made in the State. 

An applicant for International Protection, or their legal representative, should contact ei-
ther the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly, as appropriate who will provide an update.

The International Protection Office  may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008; or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458); or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

I can inform the Deputy that an applicant for international protection is awarded interna-
tional protection, whether refugee status or subsidiary protection status, upon a declaration of 
status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a grant recommendation from 
the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries - mdu-
info@justice.ie

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT01100Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRT01200366. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
outcome of applications for a visitor visa in respect of the family of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3103/20]

05/03/2020WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The visa application 
by the first-named person referred to by the Deputy was refused on 26 March 2019, for reasons 
outlined to the person at that time. The person concerned appealed the decision on 8 May 2019 
and this will be given full consideration by a visa appeals officer. 

Appeals are generally processed in the chronological order in which they are received.  
While every effort is made to process appeals as quickly as possible, processing times will vary 
having regard to the volume of appeals received, the resources available to process them, the 
individual complexity of the application and any subsequent appeal.  It is not possible to indi-



Questions - Written Answers

210

cate at this time when the appeal decision will be finalised.

In relation to the second named person referred to by the Deputy, I am informed that a visa 
application on behalf of the person concerned was received in the visa office Dublin on 19 
August 2019. This application will be considered together with the first named person’s appeal 
application.

Applicants can keep up to date with the current visa processing times being considered 
by clicking on the following link to my Department’s website: http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/
Pages/Visa%20Decisions.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT01400Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRT01500367. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent of 
developments in respect of residency regarding a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3104/20]

05/03/2020WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the person referred to is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 11 March 2005 and 
therefore has no entitlement to residency in the State. 

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned pursuant to Section 3 (11) 
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) to revoke the Deportation Order.  Following the 
consideration of those representations, a decision was taken that the Deportation Order should 
be affirmed and this decision was communicated to the person concerned by letter dated 4 April 
2019.  

The Deportation Order requires the person to remove themselves from the State and remain 
outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation Order is a matter for the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT01700Deportation Orders

05/03/2020WRT01800368. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position in 
regard to the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3105/20]

05/03/2020WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
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that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted to my Department on behalf 
of the person concerned.

These representations will be fully considered under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended) and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being 
made.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 369 answered with Question No. 351.

05/03/2020WRT02100Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRT02200370. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3107/20]

05/03/2020WRT02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy may wish to 
note the person concerned does not have an application for a certificate of naturalisation with 
my Department.

The person referred to by the Deputy was notified, by letter dated 23 January 2020, that they 
were being granted temporary permission to remain in the State on Stamp 4 conditions until 15 
August 2022. If the person concerned has not already done so, they should bring this approval 
letter to their local Immigration Office to have this permission endorsed in their passport. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT02400Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRT02500371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if appropriate 
residential arrangements can be made to facilitate residency here in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3123/20]

05/03/2020WRT02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted to my Department on behalf 
of the person concerned.

These representations will be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended) and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being 



Questions - Written Answers

212

made.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

05/03/2020WRT02700Naturalisation Certificates

05/03/2020WRT02800372. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency position in respect of a person (details supplied); when the person’s original 
passport will be returned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3124/20]

05/03/2020WRT02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received on behalf of the person concerned on 11 April 2019. 

It should be noted that passports submitted by applicants in support of their application for 
a certificate of naturalisation are subject to examination and verification procedures.  A possible 
issue was identified with the passport submitted by the person referred to by the Deputy and 
their legal representative has been informed of the position.

Once it is established whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting 
of naturalisation the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as pos-
sible.   

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT03000Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRT03100373. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3125/20]

05/03/2020WRT03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): For reasons of maintain-
ing full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on whether an applica-
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tion for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State.

An applicant for such protection status, or their legal representative, should contact ei-
ther the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

However, I can inform the Deputy that an applicant for international protection is awarded 
international protection, whether refugee status or subsidiary protection status, upon a declara-
tion of status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a grant recommenda-
tion from the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the International Protection 
Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The International Protection Office may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by tele-
phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries - mdu-
info@justice.ie.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT03300International Protection

05/03/2020WRT03400374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons applying for international protection in the past four years; the number of success-
ful and unsuccessful applications, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3126/20]

05/03/2020WRT03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has in-
troduced a number of measures in recent years aimed at reducing the time taken to determine 
applications. The most significant reforming measure has been the introduction of a single ap-
plication procedure under the International Protection Act 2015.  Under the single procedure, 
all elements of a person’s protection claim (refugee status, subsidiary protection status and 
permission to remain) are considered together rather than sequentially as heretofore. 

A person who applies for international protection today can expect to receive a first instance 
recommendation/decision on their application within approximately 15 months, provided no 
complications arise. Prioritised cases are currently being processed in just over 9 months. Pri-
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oritised applications include those from especially vulnerable groups of applicants, such as 
unaccompanied minors and applicants from refugee generating countries like Syria and Eritrea. 
The International Protection Office (IPO) is working hard to try to achieve a target of 9 months 
in the vast majority of cases while acknowledging that the processing of applications is com-
plex and that each application deserves and receives an individual assessment.

In addition, the IPO commenced interviews by video conference in November 2019, with 
applicants from the south of Ireland attending their interview in Cork. The IPO then embarked 
on the next stage of the project and engaged with the Courts Service to conduct interviews from 
video suites in courthouses, commencing with Sligo in early 2020.  The first video conference 
interviews from Sligo courthouse took place in January 2020 and further interviews are sched-
uled for early March.  This provides greater flexibility to meet the needs of international protec-
tion applicants who reside outside of Dublin.  

In addition, I sought and achieved an additional €1m in Budget 2020 under the Justice and 
Equality vote which will allow for extra staffing resources to further improve processing times.

Annual statistics in respect of applications for international protection made in 2018 and 
2017 (under the International Protection Act 2015) are available online from the International 
Protection Office at www.ipo.gov.ie.  

Annual statistics in respect of applications for asylum made in 2016 (under the Refugee Act 
1996) are available online on the website for the Office of the Refugee Applications Commis-
sioner at www.orac.ie.

However, I set out in the following table the number of persons who have applied for In-
ternational Protection under the International Protection Act 2015 and the number who were 
successful and unsuccessful in those years.

Year Number Applied Successful Unsuccessful
2019 4,782 (*provisional) 1,115 1,779
2018 3,673 1,041 545
2017 2,926 767 401
2016 2,244 728 1,432 
* The figures provided for 2019 are provisional and are subject to change due to data cleans-

ing. 

Final decisions made by my Department relate only to decisions made in the year, not when 
the application was made. 

The Deputy will note that there was an increase in applications in 2019 of just over 30% on 
applications in 2018 and an increase over the four year period of 113%.  

The Department completed decisions in  82.5% more cases in 2019 over the figure in 2018.

05/03/2020WRT03600Deportation Orders

05/03/2020WRT03700375. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for long-term residency, naturalisation or both in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3127/20]

05/03/2020WRT03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person referred to 
by the Deputy is the subject of a deportation order signed on 17 February 2017.  Representa-
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tions were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the deportation order be 
revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amend-
ed). This request has been fully considered by my Department and the deportation order was 
affirmed, and notified to the person concerned, on 14 January 2020.  

As the subject of a deportation order, the person concerned is required to present at the offic-
es of the Garda National Immigration Bureau, to make arrangements for their deportation from 
the State. The person concerned is due to present next on 19 March 2020. The enforcement of 
the order is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

As the person concerned holds no permission to remain in the State, they would not meet 
the requirements for naturalisation or long term residency.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT03900Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRT04000376. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3128/20]

05/03/2020WRT04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received from the person concerned on 22 October 2019. 

This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will 
be requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
partment by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT04200Naturalisation Applications
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05/03/2020WRT04300377. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to an application for naturalisation in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3129/20]

05/03/2020WRT04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
applications for certificates of naturalisation from the first and fourth named persons referred to 
by the Deputy in May 2019. The processing of these applications is still on-going and will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  If further documentation is required, 
it will be requested from the applicants in due course.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation, received on 25 September 2017 from the sec-
ond person referred to by the Deputy, was deemed ineligible on 23 January 2018 as the ap-
plicant did not meet the residency criteria at the time of application. It is open to the person 
concerned to lodge a new application for citizenship if and when they are in a position to meet 
the statutory requirements applicable at that time of application.

An application for a Stamp 5 Without Condition As To Time endorsement was received from 
the third person referred to by the Deputy on 1 May 2019.  The processing of this application is 
ongoing. Some cases, for a broad range of reasons, will take longer than others to process.  In 
some instances, completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT04500Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRT04600378. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3130/20]

05/03/2020WRT04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation in relation to the person referred to by the Deputy is currently being 
processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested from 
the person in due course.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
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out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT04800Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRT04900379. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3131/20]

05/03/2020WRT05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed that my 
Department has no record of receiving immigration applications from the persons referred to 
by the Deputy. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT05100Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRT05200380. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to the eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3132/20]

05/03/2020WRT05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to continues to be 
processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for 
the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as pos-
sible. If further documentation is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  For this reason, it is 
important that the applicant ensures that his or her contact details, including current address, is 
notified to the Citizenship division of the Department’s Immigration Service.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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05/03/2020WRT05400Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRT05500381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3133/20]

05/03/2020WRT05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that I have approved the application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person concerned.  
The individual referred to was due to attend the citizenship ceremony held on 3 March 2020. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRT05700Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRT05800382. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
likely position in respect of long-term residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3134/20]

05/03/2020WRT05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Dep-
uty that representations have been received from the person referred to, pursuant to Section 
3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) requesting that the Deportation Order be re-
voked in their case. These representations will be given full consideration. It is not possible to 
provide a definitive time-frame within which a particular application will be decided. The per-
son referred to can be assured that there will be no avoidable delay in having their case brought 
to finality.

A decision will be made to either “affirm” or “revoke” the existing Deportation Order.  This 
decision will be communicated in writing.  In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains 
valid and in place.  The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the 
Garda National Immigration Bureau.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where 
the response from the Immigration Services is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long 
awaited.

05/03/2020WRU00200Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRU00300383. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a visa 
application will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3135/20]

05/03/2020WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The application for 
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a  short stay visa was refused for reasons provided to the person concerned in a letter issued by 
my Department on 12 November 2019.  

 It is open to applicants to appeal visa refusal decisions, in writing, within two months of the 
date of the refusal.  Please be advised that no appeal was received in relation to this application.

If no appeal is received within two months from the date of refusal, applicants may submit 
a new application. If submitting a new application, applicants should bear in mind the reasons 
for refusal of the previous application and submit up to date supporting documentation. The 
application will be considered on its own merits. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRU00500Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRU00600384. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed by a person (details supplied) in respect of renewal of his or her stamp 4; if his 
or her child who was born here can proceed for naturalisation in the interim; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3136/20]

05/03/2020WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department issued a letter to the person concerned in April 2019 granting conditional 
permission to remain in the State. The person concerned was advised to furnish specific docu-
mentation at least four weeks before their permission was due to expire on 2 February 2020. My 
Department has no record of receiving any recent correspondence from the applicant. 

I note from the details provided by the Deputy that the address for the person concerned dif-
fers from that which my Department has on record.   The onus is on all persons to keep my 
Department notified of any changes to their details.  

An application for a certificate of naturalisation may be submitted for a minor if the minor’s 
parents have already been naturalised or if the minor is of Irish descent or has Irish associations 
or, at the time of their birth, was not entitled to Irish Citizenship but has since accumulated 5 
years reckonable residency in the state.

Minors cannot apply for naturalisation by themselves. The application must be made by 
their parent, legal guardian or person acting on the child’s behalf in loco parentis. 

Further information on applying for naturalisation can be found on my Departments website 
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/citizenship/.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited. 
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05/03/2020WRU00800Garda Recruitment

05/03/2020WRU00900385. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
abolish the upper age limit for persons to apply to become Garda trainee officers in view of the 
fact that it is perceived as discriminatory; the reason such an age cap exists; and if he has con-
sidered amending the age requirements to mirror those of the PSNI. [3182/20]

05/03/2020WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Recruitment to An Gar-
da Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 
2013 which provide that the age at which a person may apply to join An Garda Síochána as a 
full time member is not more than 35 years.

As the Deputy will be aware, in December 2018 the Government endorsed the report of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland and the report is now being implemented in 
accordance with the targets and timelines set out in the 4-year plan “A Policing Service for the 
Future”.

Among the issues highlighted in the Commission’s report was that An Garda Síochána 
should reflect the diversity of Irish society and should therefore develop recruitment strategies 
to achieve a more diverse intake.  These recommendations echoed those of the Garda Inspec-
torate following their examination of entry routes into An Garda Síochána. These reports high-
lighted certain issues in relation to recruitment strategies for An Garda Síochána, including the 
maximum age of recruitment.  

I expect that the question of the appropriate age for recruitment to An Garda Síochána will 
be considered as part of that broader review of entry to An Garda Síochána. 

05/03/2020WRU01100Garda-PSNI Transfers

05/03/2020WRU01200386. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has con-
sulted with the Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI in respect of allowing 
officers of all ranks to transfer between the forces; and the details of the transfer system that 
exists. [3183/20]

05/03/2020WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Recruitment to An Garda 
Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (Admissions 
and Appointments) Regulations 2013.  There are a number of routes under the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 through which individuals with policing experience and qualifications gained in an-
other jurisdiction may join the organisation.

Competitions for the positions of Garda Commissioner and Deputy Garda Commissioner 
are not restricted to serving members and, as the Deputy will be aware, the most recent compe-
titions for these posts were open to all individuals with relevant experience and qualifications.

Competitions for appointment to the ranks of Assistant Garda Commissioner, chief super-
intendent and superintendent are open to members of the PSNI once they meet the eligibility 
criteria set out in the relevant Regulations under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. The Policing 
Authority assumed responsibility for undertaking these competitions on 1 January 2017 and, 
coinciding with that date, the eligibility criteria were extended to include any member of the 
PSNI not below the rank of inspector who has served not less than 2 years in that rank. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that arrangements are in place to allow for the second-
ment of officers from the PSNI to certain ranks in An Garda Síochána for a period not exceeding 
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3 years. The Inter-Governmental Agreement on Police Co-operation obliged both Governments 
to introduce the necessary administrative and legislative measures to provide for exchanges, 
secondments and appointments between the Garda Síochána and the PSNI.  Sections 52 - 54 of 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005 gives effect to these obligations.  Protocols are in place between 
the Garda Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI which provide for the imple-
mentation of a programme of personnel exchanges and secondments between the two police 
services. 

Perhaps most importantly in this context, as the Deputy will be aware, in December 2018 
the Government endorsed the report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland and 
the report is now being implemented in accordance with the targets and timelines set out in the 
4-year plan “A Policing Service for the Future”.

Among the issues highlighted in the report was that An Garda Síochána should reflect the 
diversity of Irish society and should therefore develop recruitment strategies to achieve a more 
diverse intake.  These recommendations echoed those of the Garda Inspectorate following their 
examination of entry routes into An Garda Síochána, published in July 2018.  That review rec-
ommended the extension of reciprocal arrangements to allow access to the sergeant and inspec-
tor promotion processes in both jurisdictions (An Garda Síochána and PSNI).

As part of the implementation plan a broad review of entry to An Garda Síochána will be 
carried out, which I expect will consider this and other issues.

05/03/2020WRU01400Firearms Certificates

05/03/2020WRU01500387. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if members of 
the PSNI are permitted to carry their PSNI-issued firearm across the Border. [3184/20]

05/03/2020WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under Section 2 the Fire-
arms (Firearms Certificate for Non- Residents) Act 2000, the Minister for Justice and Equality 
has a power to grant firearms certificates, including to official security personnel from other 
jurisdictions, where it is deemed necessary to do so.  Decisions in relation to the grant of certifi-
cates to such personnel are made in accordance with the legislation and following consultation 
with the Garda authorities. 

An Garda Síochána and the PSNI co-operate on an ongoing basis in what is an essential re-
lationship in guaranteeing security and community safety on this island.  A reciprocal arrange-
ment is in place is in place since 2013 between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI relating to the 
carriage of firearms in relation to close protection for certain people traveling between the two 
jurisdictions and the grant of firearms certificates for this purpose is undertaken in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act of 2000.

05/03/2020WRU01700State Pathology Service

05/03/2020WRU01800388. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date on 
which the post of State Pathologist will be filled on a permanent full-time basis. [3189/20]

05/03/2020WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The positions of Chief 
State Pathologist and Deputy State Pathologist were advertised by the Public Appointments 
Service in September 2019.   The recruitment process for the Deputy State Pathologist is still 
ongoing and it is anticipated that the post will be filled in the coming months.  
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Unfortunately the recruitment process for the Chief State Pathologist failed to identify a 
suitable candidate.   However we are fortunate to have in place the Acting State Pathologist, Dr. 
Linda Mulligan, who is leading the office in the interim until a more permanent solution can be 
identified.  

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department commissioned a report from the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians in Ireland which was published last year and found that a shortage of suit-
ably qualified pathologists is a concern worldwide.  The report identified a range of issues, 
including that the remuneration levels were not attractive compared to those available to pa-
thologists working in hospital settings in Ireland or with pathologists in other countries.  It also 
identified the importance of a national training scheme for ensuring self-sufficiency in forensic 
pathology.  My Department accepted those recommendations and immediately engaged with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform which sanctioned an increased remunera-
tion package for the most recent competition.  My officials are also engaging with the Medical 
Council with a view to recognising pathology as a specialism and the other recommendations 
in the report will also be progressed in consultation with other key stakeholders.  

In the meantime, my Department is keeping the situation under review and I am grateful to 
Dr Mulligan for her dedicated service in these circumstances.  

05/03/2020WRU02000Garda Resources

05/03/2020WRU02100389. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
off-road Garda vehicles purchased in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020; and the number of such 
vehicles withdrawn during the same period. [3190/20]

05/03/2020WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
control of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation and efficient use of Garda resources.  This 
includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles, in accordance with operational de-
mand.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda manage-
ment keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends 
and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

The resources allocated by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, 
with an allocation of €1.88 billion for 2020.  Very significant capital investment is also being 
made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet 
between 2016 and 2021. This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Sío-
chána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible 
and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

I have been informed by Garda Authorities that they categorise off-road Garda vehicles as 
4X4 vehicles.  I am further informed that as at 29 February 2020, there were a total of 82 4x4 
vehicles in the Garda fleet. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table sets out the number of 4x4 
vehicles allocated to and removed from the Garda fleet in 2018, 2019 and to date in 2020.  

- Total 4x4 allocated Total 4x4 removed
2020 (up to 02/03/2020) 1 0
2019 11 9
2018 21 14
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Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that a total of €9 million has been allocated spe-
cifically for purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2020. The number and type of vehicles 
which will be purchased with this allocation as well as the Divisions to which those new ve-
hicles are assigned are entirely a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

05/03/2020WRU02300Asylum Applications

05/03/2020WRU02400390. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an asylum application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3197/20]

05/03/2020WRU02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy has been 
advised previously, for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s 
practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been 
made in the State.

An applicant for such protection status, or their legal representative, should contact ei-
ther the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The International Protection Office  may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by 
telephone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

However, I can inform the Deputy that an applicant for international protection is awarded 
international protection, whether refugee status or subsidiary protection status, upon a declara-
tion of status being issued from my Department. This is done on foot of a grant recommenda-
tion from the International Protection Office (IPO) or a decision of the International Protection 
Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a refusal recommendation of the IPO. 

My Department processes the recommendations received from the International Protection 
Office and the decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order 
based on the date the file is received in that Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been car-
ried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries and can 
be contacted at - mduinfo@justice.ie

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRU02600Juvenile Offenders
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05/03/2020WRU02700391. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
juvenile court proceedings in each of the past five years; the number of cases that included the 
convening of a family welfare conference; the number that reportedly included a probation of-
ficer; and the number that resulted in the formulation of an action plan for the child. [3210/20]

05/03/2020WRU02800392. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
juveniles found to be non-compliant with court-imposed action plans overseen by probation 
officers in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3211/20]

05/03/2020WRU02900393. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
juveniles assigned community sanction, day centre orders and probation orders in the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3212/20]

05/03/2020WRU03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 391 to 393, inclusive, together.

The Children Act 2001 as amended provides the legislative framework for the youth justice 
system and provides for the care, protection and management of young people engaging in of-
fending behaviour. It is underpinned by key principles which include using detention as a last 
resort and diverting children away from involvement in criminal activity.

The first main filter in the youth justice system is the Garda Youth Diversion Programme, 
which focuses on preventing criminal behaviour as well as diversion from the criminal justice 
system and rehabilitation of children between 10 and 18 years of age. The Garda Youth Diver-
sion Programme is supported by a network of Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs).  These 
projects are community-based, multi-agency crime prevention initiatives which seek to divert 
young people who have become involved in crime or anti-social behaviour and to support wider 
preventative work within the community and with families at risk. 

The second main filter provided in the Children Act is the range of non-custodial sanctions 
available to the courts. Part 9 of the Children Act 2001 provides for a suite of community sanc-
tions including Probation Order, Mentoring Order and Detention and Supervision Order. The 
Probation Order with specified conditions is used most frequently, as it provides flexibility in 
tailoring the intervention to meet the individual needs of the young person concerned.

Young Persons Probation (YPP) is a division of the Probation Service which was estab-
lished in 2006. YPP supervise the community sanctions contained in the Children Act 2001. 
I am assured that the Probation Service at all times works to support each young person to 
comply with their court order. Non-compliance with a community sanction can however result 
in the young person being returned to court, at which time they may be afforded a further op-
portunity to comply, the order may be varied by the presiding judge, or a period of detention 
may be imposed. 

I have consulted with the Probation Service with regard to the data requested by the Deputy. 
I am informed that the tables below provide information as requested in relation to juvenile 
interactions with the Probation Service from 2014 to 2018. I am further informed that that sta-
tistics for 2019 are currently being compiled and will be published in the forthcoming Annual 
Report 2019 for the Probation Service.

It should be noted that the following tables provide information regarding new referrals to 
the Probation Service from the Courts for the years in question, and also provides a breakdown 
of ongoing supervision cases for each of the five years.  I am informed by the Probation Service 
that a Probation Officer is assigned and a case management plan is put in place for all ongoing 
supervision cases. I am further informed by the Probation Service that the specific information 
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requested regarding the number of juveniles found non-compliant with court imposed action 
plans is not currently maintained by the Probation Service. 

New Refer-
rals From 
Court   

2014   2015   2016   2017  2018   

Referral for 
Probation 
(Pre-Sanc-
tion)  Reports

775 805 671 646 700

Referral for 
Community 
Service Re-
ports

15 12 11 8 2

Pre-Sanction 
Reports to 
consider 
Community 
Service

9 10 8 4 4

Orders 
without prior 
report

26 25 15 9 12

Family Con-
ference

36 36 20 23 22

Total Refer-
rals Young 
Persons

861 888 725 690 740

             

Supervision 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Proba-
tion Orders

242 273 210 233 290

Orders 
for Supervi-
sion During 
Deferment of 
Penalty

370 306 264 264 289

Commu-
nity Service 
Orders

20 30 24 19 15

Fully Sus-
pended Sen-
tence with 
Supervision

8 15 12 25 27

Part Sus-
pended Sen-
tence Super-
vision Orders 
Made

7 10 3 11 3
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Supervision 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Deferment 
of Detention 
Orders

0 4 5 0 0

Detention & 
Supervision 
Orders

0 49 27 8 23

Other Or-
ders*

93 124 50 12 1

Total Super-
vision Or-
ders Young 
Persons

740 811 595 572 648

*Other Orders includes various disposals under the Children Act, 2001

The Deputy also sought information in relation to ‘Juvenile Court’. I take this to refer to the 
District Court sitting as the Children Court (section 71 of the Act of 2001). I am informed by 
the Court Service that information relating to the total number of juvenile offences concluded 
by the District Court, and in which a final order was made is contained in the Courts Service 
Annual reports. These reports are available on the Courts Service website at the following link: 
https://beta.courts.ie/annual-report.   I am further informed that statistics for 2019 have not yet 
been collated and will be published in the forthcoming Annual Report for 2019.  

Finally, in relation to future policy in this area, Minister of State David Stanton has chaired 
an expert steering group over the past twelve months to assist my Department in the work of 
developing a new Youth Justice Strategy. I expect a draft of the Strategy to be published before 
too long for a further round of consultations, with a view to it being finalised and brought to 
Government for approval as soon as possible thereafter. 

The new Strategy will include consideration of how youth justice policy might be more 
closely aligned to other child and youth policies, including targeted policies to support chil-
dren and families who experience multiple disadvantage and links between schools and other 
services  and programmes. A particular challenge is how to ensure an effective response to the 
needs of the harder-to-engage cohort of children and young people, and ensuring that the Strat-
egy focuses on this as a priority.  The Strategy will include measures to address fragmentation 
within current services and programme delivery at local and national level so as to support a ho-
listic response to the needs of particular children at risk, in the specific family and community 
context, rather than separate responses to different aspects of need at different ages and stages 
of the family cycle. 

05/03/2020WRU03300Youth Justice Strategy

05/03/2020WRU03400394. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to up-
date the Youth Justice Action Plan 2014-2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3213/20]

05/03/2020WRU03500395. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda youth diversion projects active in Ballymun, Dublin 11; and the number of officers as-
signed to such projects in Ballymun. [3214/20]

05/03/2020WRU03600396. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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Garda youth diversion projects active in 2019; the number of officers assigned to such projects 
in 2019; the funding allocated to such projects in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3215/20]

05/03/2020WRU03700397. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the criteria which 
determine the catchment area for a Garda youth diversion project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3216/20]

05/03/2020WRU03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 to 397, inclusive, together.

The Garda Youth Diversion Programme is supported by a network of Garda Youth Diver-
sion Projects (GYDPs). The projects are community-based, multi-agency crime prevention ini-
tiatives which seek to divert young people who have become involved in crime or anti-social 
behaviour and to support wider preventative work within the community and with families at 
risk. 

There are currently 105 GYDPs in place nationwide with a budget of approximately €15.5 
million in 2019 funded by my Department.  This supports approximately 265 FTE youth justice 
worker posts - the number can vary throughout the year. In relation to Ballymun, the specific 
area referred to by the Deputy, I can confirm that my Department currently funds one GYDP, 
with funding supporting 4 FTE posts.

Considerable progress has been made in the last two years to extend the Garda Youth Diver-
sion Project network to ensure that the service is available throughout the State.  This has been 
achieved by extending existing project catchment areas and allocation of additional staff.  There 
are a small number of areas where this approach would not be suitable and these are being con-
sidered for the establishment of new projects instead.  

Catchment areas for projects are determined in consultation with local community groups, 
members of An Garda Síochána and other stakeholders on a case-by-case basis. As the GYDPs 
have evolved organically since their inception, catchment areas vary depending on the project’s 
background and local needs.

In recent years, the GYDP model has been developed and extended, with a renewed em-
phasis on family support and early intervention/preventative work, as well as on working with 
harder-to-engage young people, including those not suitable for the Garda Diversion Pro-
gramme.  Where any new projects are being established, the minimum core of the project will 
now include 2 youth justice workers, a family support worker, an early intervention support 
worker and an outreach worker to engage with harder-to-reach young people.

In relation to future policy in this area, I have chaired an expert steering group over the past 
twelve months to lead my Department’s work developing a new Youth Justice Strategy and I 
expect a draft of the Strategy to be published in the near future for a further round of consulta-
tions, with a view to it being finalised and published thereafter.  

The new Strategy will include a focus on how youth justice policy can more closely align 
to other child and youth policies, including targeted policies to support children and families 
who experience multiple disadvantage and links between schools and other services and pro-
grammes. A particular priority is responding effectively to the needs of the harder-to-engage 
cohort of children and young people.  The Strategy will include measures to address fragmenta-
tion within current services and programme delivery at local and national level so as to support 
a holistic response to the needs of particular children at risk, in the specific family and com-
munity context, rather than separate responses to different aspects of need at different ages and 
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stages of the family cycle. 

05/03/2020WRU04200Garda Transport Data

05/03/2020WRU04300398. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of four wheel drive vehicles in the Galway Garda division; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3237/20]

05/03/2020WRU04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
control of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation and efficient use of Garda resources.  This 
includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles, in accordance with operational de-
mand.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda manage-
ment keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends 
and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

The resources allocated by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, 
with an allocation of €1.88 billion for 2020.  Very significant capital investment is also being 
made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet 
between 2016 and 2021. This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Sío-
chána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible 
and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 29 February 2020, a fleet of 113 vehicles 
was assigned to the Galway Division, one of which was a 4x4 vehicle.

Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that a total of €9 million has been allocated spe-
cifically for purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2020. The number and type of vehicles 
which will be purchased with this allocation as well as the Divisions to which those new ve-
hicles are assigned are entirely a matter for the Garda Commissioner. 

05/03/2020WRU04500Garda Deployment

05/03/2020WRU04600399. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there will be 
a reduction in Garda numbers and a further reduction in hours for the Garda station in Boyle, 
County Roscommon, under the proposed reorganisation of An Garda Síochána; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3249/20]

05/03/2020WRU04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
control of An Garda Síochána and for the effective and efficient use of Garda resources. This 
includes responsibility for matters including the opening hours of Garda stations, allocation 
of personnel and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am 
assured however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that as of 29 February 2020, there are 27 Garda mem-
bers assigned to Boyle Garda station.  I am further advised by the Garda authorities that no 
reduction in manpower or opening hours for Boyle Garda Station is planned at this time.

The Deputy may wish to be aware that An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprece-
dented €1.88 billion for 2020.  This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment 
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of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation. We 
now have approximately 14,300 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over

2,900 Garda staff and these numbers are continuing to grow.  

The rollout by the Garda Commissioner of the new Garda Operating Model meets a key 
commitment in A Policing Service for the Future, the four-year implementation plan giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  This 
model has been long recommended by independent policing specialists, including the Garda 
Síochána Inspectorate and while new to Ireland, it is the standard in other countries. The new 
Operating Model is designed to provide a more responsive, localised policing service to com-
munities and it streamlines Garda administration and re-organises resources in order to do so.  
I am confident that this adoption by the Commissioner of this new structure will lead to an 
improved policing service in communities nationwide.

05/03/2020WRU04800Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRU04900400. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an ap-
plication for naturalisation by a person (details supplied). [3254/20]

05/03/2020WRU05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 29 
May 2019. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the 
applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required, it will be 
requested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically es-
tablished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRU05100Citizenship Applications

05/03/2020WRU05200401. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
a citizenship application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3256/20]

05/03/2020WRU05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 15 May 



Questions - Written Answers

230

2019. 

This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will 
be requested from the person in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRU05400Direct Provision Data

05/03/2020WRU05500402. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children remaining in direct provision centres after their leave to remain has been granted, 
for the most recent date available. [3265/20]

05/03/2020WRU05600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, residents who have been granted an international protection status 
(refugee status or subsidiary protection status) or a permission to remain have the same access 
to housing supports and services as Irish and EEA nationals.  

My Department has a specific team who work in collaboration with Depaul Ireland,  the Je-
suit Refugee Service, the Peter McVerry Trust, officials in the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government, and the City and County Managers Association to collectively support 
residents with status or permission to remain to access housing options.  

Currently, there are approximately 1,018* residents in accommodation centres with status 
or permission to remain in the State. 

Since the beginning of the year, a total of 191* people with status or permission to re-
main have transitioned out of accommodation centres. Approximately 103 of these people 
moved with the assistance of the services and supports outlined above. A total of 837 persons 
with status moved into the community during 2019.

* These figures are provisional and may be subject to change. 

Question No. 403 answered with Question No. 331.



5 March 2020

231

05/03/2020WRV00300Migration Data

05/03/2020WRV00400404. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of undocumented migrants living here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3289/20]

05/03/2020WRV00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is not possible for my 
Department to quantify the number of undocumented migrants living in the State. Such persons 
ordinarily do not make themselves known to officials of the Immigration Service. As the Dep-
uty will appreciate, irregular migration, by its very nature, is clandestine. It is not uncommon 
for people who are here illegally to go to extreme lengths to avoid contact with the authorities. 
Consequently, it is inherently difficult to quantify the extent of irregular migration.

It is important to emphasise, that when it comes to people living here illegally, the only op-
tion for regularisation is on a case-by-case basis. Ireland along with other Member States of the 
EU, has committed, under the European Pact on Immigration and Asylum (2008), to a case-by-
case approach as opposed to mass regularisation.

In all cases, people must engage with the authorities if they wish to be permitted to remain 
here legally. I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to 
contact my Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps to 
regularise their status.

05/03/2020WRV00600Migration Data

05/03/2020WRV00700405. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who successfully availed of the 2018 scheme for regularising undocumented migrants 
who arrive here as students; the number of unsuccessful applicants for same; the overall cost of 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3290/20]

05/03/2020WRV00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that 
3,116 applications were received under the Special Scheme for Students which was launched 
on 15 October 2018 and closed on 20 January 2019.  To date, decisions have been made on 
3,106 cases of which 2,253 have been granted and 853 refused.

Staff were reassigned from within the Department to process applications under the scheme 
so therefore no additional costs arose.

Details of the Scheme are available at the following website address:

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/special-scheme-for-non-eea-nationals-who-held-a-
student-permission-in-the-state-during-the-period-1-january-2005-to-31-december-2010

05/03/2020WRV00900Direct Provision Expenditure

05/03/2020WRV01000406. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
paid annually to private contractors providing direct provision services since it was introduced 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3291/20]

05/03/2020WRV01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
All accommodation centres for people seeking international protection, whether State-owned or 
privately owned, are operated by commercial companies. There are currently 39 accommoda-
tion centres being operated under the direct provision system.
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My Department contracts for a fully inclusive service, which includes catering, clean-
ing, maintenance and laundry services. Detailed information on the amount paid by my Depart-
ment to each company contracted to provide direct provision accommodation every year up 
to and including 2015 can be found on the ‘Contract Values’ section of the following website: 
www.ria.gov.ie. This is in accordance with the Department’s policy on the disclosure of finan-
cial information, which was agreed with the Office of the Information Commissioner.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is not appropriate to provide the current individual con-
tract values entered into by my Department. Negotiations take place with a number of com-
mercial entities on an ongoing basis with a clear focus on achieving the best value for money 
in respect of each contract.  It is not in the interests of yielding best value for the taxpayer that 
details of current individual contracts are made available to other commercial bodies who are, 
or may be in the future, engaged in these negotiations.

The following table provides a breakdown of my Department’s expenditure in this area in 
the years 2014 to 2019.

Expenditure Type 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Accommodation (including 
commercial, State-owned and 
self-catering). Emergency ac-
commodation costs are included 
from September 2018 when 
such accommodation was first 
utilised.

€51.071m €54.895m €60.237m €65.407m €76.057m €126.129m

Pre-school (contributions to-
wards some costs)

€0.101m €0.127m €0.112m €0.095m €0.107m €0.095m

Additional costs at State-owned 
centres (incl. gas, oil, water, 
sewage, etc.)

€1.972m €1.879m €3.558m €1.742m €1.512m €1.325m

Transport costs (under dispersal 
policy)

€0.046m €0.103m €0.129m €0.093m €0.182m €0.579m

Miscellaneous (payments for 
personal hygiene products, 
grants to organisations and 
miscellaneous costs)

€0.027m €0.021m €0.011m €0.022m  €0.135m €1.272m

Total Expenditure €53.217m €57.025m €64.047m €67.359m €77.993m €129.4m

05/03/2020WRV01200Direct Provision Data

05/03/2020WRV01300407. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons living in the direct provision system by those living in direct provision centres and 
emergency direct provision accommodation; the number still living in direct provision even 
though they have received a grant of international protection; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3293/20]

05/03/2020WRV01400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the State has a legal obligation to offer accommodation, food and a 
range of other services (including utilities and healthcare etc.) to any person who claims a right 
to international protection in Ireland where he or she does not have sufficient means to have an 
adequate standard of living while their claim for protection is being examined and demand led.

As of 1 March 2020, there were 5,645 persons being provided accommodation by my De-
partment in the 39 accommodation centres located nationwide.
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Due to an unexpected rise in applications (up 40% last year compared to 2018), these cen-
tres are at full operational capacity and, therefore, a further 1,633 persons are residing in 36 ad-
ditional commercial accommodation premises, hotels and guest houses. Every effort is being 
made to re-accommodate applicants from these temporary locations to a dedicated accommoda-
tion centre as quickly as possible.

I can also inform the Deputy that residents who have been granted an international protec-
tion status (refugee status or subsidiary protection status) or a permission to remain have the 
same access to housing supports and services as Irish and EEA nationals.  However, due to a 
difficulty in accessing other accommodation, there are 1,018* residents in accommodation cen-
tres with a protection status or humanitarian permission to remain in the State. These form part 
of the overall figure of 5,645 in such centres.

Considerable work is being undertaken to support these residents to move out of accommo-
dation centres and into secure permanent accommodation.  My Department has a specific team 
who work in collaboration with Depaul Ireland, the Jesuit Refugee Service, the Peter McVerry 
Trust, officials in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, and the City 
and County Managers Association to collectively support residents with status or permission to 
remain to access housing options.  A total of 837 persons with status moved into the community 
during 2019 and a further 191* people have, to date, moved to community-based accommoda-
tion this year.

I can also inform the Deputy that there are also 390 people accommodated in the Balseskin 
Reception Centre in Co. Dublin as of 1 March, 2020.  During their stay in Balseskin, protec-
tion applicants are offered health screening and are processed for PPS numbers and medical 
cards.  The purpose of Balseskin is to provide a short orientation period before residents are 
accommodated in centres around the country.

Balseskin plays a pivotal role in the direct provision process as it allows for the delivery of 
necessary supports and services to persons newly arrived in the state. The issuing of PPS num-
bers and medical cards allows those seeking international protection in Ireland to access direct 
provision allowances and medical supports once accommodated in a centre.

*These figures are provisional and may be subject to change.

05/03/2020WRV01500Brexit Issues

05/03/2020WRV01600408. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if suitable arrange-
ments will be put in place to facilitate non-EU citizens married to UK citizens living here post 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3331/20]

05/03/2020WRV01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the United Kingdom left the European Union at midnight (CET) on 31 January 2020 on the 
basis of the Withdrawal Agreement. This Agreement includes a transition period which is due 
to last until at least 31 December 2020.

During the transition period EU rules and regulations will continue to apply to the UK and 
its citizens who will still benefit from the Freedom of Movement Directive, i.e. the right of Brit-
ish EU citizens to live and work in the EU.

This means that, until the transition period ends, non-EEA family members of a British EU 
citizen who are residing in this State are still subject to the provisions of the Free Movement 
Directive and the exercise of EU Treaty rights and entitlements.
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In accordance with existing requirements, applicants are advised to update my Depart-
ment if there is any change in their circumstances including a change in their relationship 
status with their relevant British citizen family member, their civil status and/or a change of 
address. They can contact my Department by email at eutreatyrights@justice.ie.

Details of further arrangements for non-EEA family members of British citizens will be an-
nounced closer to the end of the transition period.

05/03/2020WRV01800Migrant Integration

05/03/2020WRV01900409. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual budget 
specifically dedicated to migrant integration including for the Office for the Promotion of Mi-
grant Integration and its previous incarnations since the establishment of the junior ministry 
with a migrant integration remit in 2007. [3343/20]

05/03/2020WRV02000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I wish to inform the Deputy that service provision to migrants is mainstreamed across all Gov-
ernment Departments.  As part of the Transformation Process in the Department of Justice and 
Equality, the work of the Office of the Promotion of Migrant Integration is now being carried 
out within the Civil Justice and Equality Policy function, with funding streams administered 
collaboratively across the Civil Justice and Equality Functions.

The table below sets out the budget allocation for each year from 2007 to 2020* in respect 
of funding for migrant integration, including funding under the Office for the Promotion of 
Migrant Integration and its previous incarnations, in the Department of Justice and Equality.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
€1.784m €9.293m €5.165m €5.464m €3.638m €2.502m €2.344m 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  2020
€2.312m €2.346m €2.445m €3.831m €3.951m €5.222m  €4.804m
My Department operates a number of funding schemes in the area of migrant integration, 

which includes the integration of refugees. The expenditure also includes expenditure incurred 
by the Irish Refugee Protection Programme for integration of resettled and relocated refugees.

A number of funding programmes are administered by my Department, including a Na-
tional Funding Programme to Promote Integration of Migrants (a scheme for grants spread over 
3 years), a small grants scheme (maximum grant of €5,000 per project) under the Communities 
Integration Fund, larger grants for multi-annual projects using funding from European sources, 
including the Asylum Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and the European Social Fund 
(ESF).

* Expenditure from 2007 to 2016 relates to the full expenditure of the Office for the Promo-
tion of Migrant Integration.

05/03/2020WRV02100Inquiry into the Death of Mr. Shane O’Farrell

05/03/2020WRV02200410. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a full public in-
quiry will be initiated into the death of a person (details supplied); the actions of all relevant 
State bodies in response to their death; the respective roles of each in advance of and following 
their killing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3390/20]
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05/03/2020WRV02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The circumstances sur-
rounding the tragic death of Shane O’Farrell have previously been addressed by me in both the 
Dáil and the Seanad and I have met with the O’Farrell family.

My Department wrote to Judge Haughton on 23 September 2019 to ask him to begin his 
scoping exercise and to make an initial report by mid-November.

Judge Haughton’s interim report was received in my Department on 13 November 2019 and 
was published on 17 December 2019. The report sets out the background of the events that led 
to the scoping exercise. He describes the timeline from the death of Shane O’Farrell; the crimi-
nal prosecution of Mr. Gridziuska and its outcome; the coroner’s inquest into Mr O’Farrell’s 
death; Ms Lucia O’Farrell’s successful campaign leading to the introduction of Section 17 of 
the Road Traffic Act 2014; the Independent Review Mechanism’s review; and the Garda Sío-
chána Ombudsman Commission’s investigation and report.

Judge Haughton states in his interim report that he anticipated being able to conclude his 
exercise within the first six months of 2020.  My Department is in regular contact with Judge 
Haughton and has assured him of any assistance he needs to ensure that he can complete his 
work within this timeframe. l look forward to receiving his report as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRV02400Garda Station Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRV02500411. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
works on Rush Garda station; the date the station is scheduled to be reopened; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3455/20]

05/03/2020WRV02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the outset it is im-
portant to note that the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and 
maintenance of Garda accommodation.  Works in relation to Garda accommodation are there-
fore progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW.

As the Deputy will be aware, a pilot scheme to open 6 Garda stations, both urban and ru-
ral, to determine possible positive impacts on criminal activity, was agreed as part of the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government in 2016.

Following consideration of the matter, the then Garda Commissioner, in a report published 
on my Department’s website in December 2017, recommended that Rush Garda station be re-
opened, along with stations in Ballinspittle, Co. Cork, Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, Leighlinbridge, 
Co. Carlow, Donard, Co. Wicklow, and Stepaside, Co. Dublin.

The project to enable the reopening of these stations has been progressed since that time by 
the OPW in conjunction with the Garda authorities.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the refurbishment of Rush Garda Station has 
been substantially completed and that the OPW expect to be in a position to hand over the 
Garda Station in the coming weeks following connection to the electricity grid.  After handover 
of the building by the OPW to An Garda Síochána, internal fit-out of the station, including ICT 
and furniture, will be required before the station can be reopened.

05/03/2020WRV02700Road Traffic Offences

05/03/2020WRV02800412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ad-
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dress a matter regarding convictions for drink-driving (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3457/20]

05/03/2020WRV02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): First, it is important to be 
clear that vetting applications are processed by An Garda Síochána in accordance with the Na-
tional Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 and other relevant 
legislation, including the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 
2016.  Within An Garda Síochána, the National Vetting Bureau processes applications made in 
accordance with the law. Neither I as Minister for Justice and Equality nor my Department has 
any role in the processing of individual vetting applications.

The primary purpose of employment vetting carried out by the National Vetting Bureau is to 
seek to ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults.  I am certain the Deputy will agree 
this is a very important task which must be done thoroughly and correctly.

I understand that any relevant disclosures made by the Garda National Vetting Bureau are 
issued to relevant organisations and contain particular details of the criminal record of the sub-
ject of the vetting application.  The vetting process is not considered as ‘Garda Clearance’.

I am informed that An Garda Síochána has introduced an e-vetting system which facilitates 
the online processing of applications for vetting from registered organisations. I am further 
informed that individual applicants can track the process of their application online using the 
e-vetting tracking system, details of which are contained in the email received by applicants 
when completing their application online.

The Deputy may note that the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) 
Act 2016 provides that a person is not obliged to disclose certain convictions which are over 
seven years old, subject to certain specified limitations.

The 2016 Act also made a series of amendments to the National Vetting Bureau (Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 in respect of the arrangements for the disclosure or otherwise 
of past convictions in the context of the vetting process. In particular, it inserted a new section 
14A providing for non-disclosure of certain offences after a period of seven years. These provi-
sions are applied by the National Vetting Bureau in its work.

It is important to note that the fact that a conviction may be a spent conviction does not mean 
it ceases to be part of the person’s criminal record.  Rather, if the conviction is eligible to be 
spent, a person will not be penalised in law or incur any liability for failing to disclose a spent 
conviction.  Finally, the Deputy may also wish to note that if a person applies for a position in 
certain specified bodies, such as An Garda Síochána or the Courts Service, they must disclose 
spent convictions. The list of bodies that a person must disclose spent convictions to is set out 
in Schedule 2 of the Act.

The person referred to by the Deputy may wish to contact the Garda National Vetting Bu-
reau directly at Locall 1890 488488 or by email at vetting@garda.ie.

05/03/2020WRV03000Garda Transport Provision

05/03/2020WRV03100413. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding has 
been made available in 2020 for the purchase of additional Garda public order unit vans; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3501/20]

05/03/2020WRV03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
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Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for manage-
ment and control of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation and efficient use of Garda re-
sources.  This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles, in accordance with 
operational demand.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that 
Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

The resources allocated by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, 
with an allocation of €1.88 billion for 2020.  Very significant capital investment is also being 
made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet 
between 2016 and 2021. This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Sío-
chána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible 
and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

I understand from the Garda authorities that last year’s capital allocation was assigned 
for the purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational use.  In relation to the 
vehicle type referred to by the Deputy, I am informed that 15 public order vans were added to 
the Garda fleet during 2019.

A total of €9 million has been allocated specifically for purchase and fit-out of Garda ve-
hicles in 2020. The number and type of vehicles which will be purchased with this allocation 
as well as the Divisions to which those new vehicles will be assigned are entirely a matter for 
the Garda Commissioner.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the breakdown of the 
number and type of vehicles to be purchased and fitted out in 2020 has not yet been decided.

Question No. 414 answered with Question No. 325.

05/03/2020WRV03400Data Protection Commissioner

05/03/2020WRV03500415. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the Of-
fice of the Data Protection Commissioner in Portarlington, County Laois; the investment com-
mitted to the office to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3543/20]

05/03/2020WRV03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Data Protection 
Commission is independent in exercising its functions. However, in order to be of assistance to 
the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Data Protection Commission has supplied the 
following updates on the matter.

The Data Protection Commission operates from three offices at present, two of which are 
based in Dublin and the third in Portarlington.  Currently, 30 staff members work at the Por-
tarlington office across a number of teams (for example, complaint-handling, investigations) 
and they make a valuable contribution to the statutory functions and role of the Data Protection 
Commission.

The Data Protection Commission is currently in discussions with the Office of Public Works 
in relation to some renovation works at the Portarlington office and it hopes that this work will 
commence shortly.

Question No. 416 answered with Question No. 316.

05/03/2020WRV03800Garda Data
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05/03/2020WRV03900417. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there 
is a transgender drop-down option in the Garda PULSE system in order to record hate crimes 
against transgender persons; and if not, if the situation will be rectified. [3670/20]

05/03/2020WRV04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
control of An Garda Síochána and the efficient and effective use of resources. This includes 
responsibility for Garda ICT platforms.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.

I have been informed by Garda authorities that the PULSE system has a facility to allow 
recording of ‘Discriminatory Motives’ as part of the Incident Victim Assessment process.  I 
understand that the Victim Assessment Screen requires the mandatory recording of data relating 
to the apparent motive for a crime incident, such as whether it has been motivated by discrimi-
nation on specific grounds including age, disability, race, religion, gender or sexual orientation.

An Garda Síochána has also in recent months adopted a Diversity and Integration Strategy.  
The Strategy includes a working definition of hate crime to assist Gardaí in delivering a victim-
centred service and to assist them in responding consistently and robustly to reports of hate 
crime.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that my Department is working to update Ire-
land’s criminal law on both hate speech and hate crime as a priority.

A comprehensive public consultation has been carried out to assist in this process, including 
a public survey and an opportunity for stakeholders to make formal submissions.  This consul-
tation has been carried out to ensure that the Department fully understands the lived experience 
of those impacted by hate speech and hate crime as well as the views of professionals and other 
stakeholders in the field, so that the laws developed are robust, clearly understood and effective 
in dealing with unacceptable incidents.

There has been strong engagement by the public with this topic. The Department has re-
ceived in the region of 3,800 written responses to the consultation, including approximately 175 
detailed written submissions.

In parallel, my Department has carried out comparative research on international best prac-
tice on hate crime legislation.  This research is currently being finalised and is expected to be 
published shortly.

My officials are analysing all of these materials, as well as other relevant legal and policy 
information, to ensure that any legislative proposals which are made are evidence-based, pro-
portionate and effective, while respecting freedom of expression.

There will be a further opportunity for stakeholders to share their views when the legislative 
proposals on this important issue are published for discussion.

05/03/2020WRV04100Naturalisation Eligibility

05/03/2020WRV04200418. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person (de-
tails supplied) can apply for naturalisation and-or citizenship; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3704/20]

05/03/2020WRV04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is open to any indi-
vidual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position 
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to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended.

Further to the recent Court of Appeal judgment regarding qualifying residency it should 
be noted that a reasonable and generous period of 6 weeks is allowed to provide for absences 
for normal holidays and other short absences such as for a family bereavement during the 12 
months immediately prior to making the application.  Absences totalling 6 weeks or more in 
any year will be deducted in total when calculating residency.

Full details of the eligibility criteria, a residency calculator and extensive guidelines are 
available on the Immigration Service website at https://www.irishimmigration.ie/citizenship/.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRV04400Court Accommodation Refurbishment

05/03/2020WRV04500419. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of progress with regard to carrying out repairs to Carndonagh courthouse; if the level of repairs 
required has been clarified; if the work has been agreed to go to tender; if so, when; the time-
frame for the work to be completed and the courthouse to be reopened; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3775/20]

05/03/2020WRV04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Ser-
vice, which is independent in exercising its functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the survey of Carndonagh courthouse has been completed 
and a report received on same. The courthouse is in poor condition overall and significant 
expenditure is required in both the short term to remedy immediate defects and in the longer 
term to provide for the ongoing maintenance of the building. The Courts Service is currently 
examining this report with a view to determining how best to proceed. In the meantime, sittings 
of Carndonagh District Court, which sits once per month, are taking place in Buncrana court-
house, which is just under 20km distance from Carndonagh.

05/03/2020WRV04700Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRV04800420. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the residency 
status in the case of a person (details supplied), who has two dependent children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3776/20]

05/03/2020WRV04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order, signed on 20 February 2019, requiring them to remove 
themselves from the State and to remain outside the State. The enforcement of the Deportation 
Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.
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However, representations have since been received on behalf of the person concerned, re-
questing that the Deportation Order be revoked pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended). This request will be considered as soon as possible 
and the decision to either “affirm” or “revoke” the existing Deportation Order will be com-
municated to the person concerned in writing. In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains 
valid and in place.

It is not possible to provide a definitive time-frame within which a particular application 
will be decided. The person referred to can be assured that there will be no avoidable delay in 
having their case brought to finality.

Queries in relation to the status of individual cases may be made directly to my Depart-
ment by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRV05000Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRV05100421. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the deporta-
tion order in the case of a person (details supplied) will be revoked; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3777/20]

05/03/2020WRV05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The persons concerned 
are the subjects of Deportation Orders in the State and, as such, they are required to present to 
their local Immigration Office as and when requested. They are next due to present on 01 April 
2020.

As a Deportation Order has been signed in respect of the persons concerned the enforcement 
of same becomes an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB).  
All future queries in relation to the enforcement of a Deportation Order should be directed to 
the GNIB.

It is open to the persons concerned to submit representations, pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), to have their Deportation Orders 
revoked and they may do so in writing.  A request seeking to revoke a Deportation Order must 
set out any new facts or circumstances which have arisen since the original decision to deport 
was made.  Any such request submitted would be considered on its merits, having due regard 
to all refoulement issues.

Requests for the revocation of the Deportation Orders are non-suspensive of the Deporta-
tion Order made in respect of the applicant and, as such, if the persons concerned submit such a 
request, they are still required to ‘present’ to the Garda National Immigration Bureau.  Any such 
decision would be to ‘affirm’ or to ‘revoke’ the existing Deportation Orders.  In the meantime, 
the Deportation Orders remain valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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05/03/2020WRV05300Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRV05400422. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if procedures 
to revoke a deportation order in the case of a person (details supplied) will be facilitated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3778/20]

05/03/2020WRV05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the person concerned is the subject of a Deportation Order. This Order requires the person 
concerned to remove themselves from the State and to remain outside the State thereafter. The 
enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau.

Representations have been received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the 
Deportation Order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended). This request will be considered as soon as possible. A decision will 
then be made to either “affirm” or “revoke” the existing Deportation Order. Once a decision has 
been made, it will be notified to the person concerned in writing. In the meantime, the Deporta-
tion Order remains valid and in place.

Requests for the revocation of a Deportation Order are non-suspensive even where the per-
son concerned submits such a request and they are still required to ‘present’ to the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau as and when required.

Queries in relation to the status of individual cases may be made directly to my Depart-
ment by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW00200Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW00300423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of the application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3779/20]

05/03/2020WRW00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Dep-
uty that an application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person con-
cerned on 9 April 2018. This application is currently being processed with a view to establish-
ing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and 
will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation 
is required, it will be requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW00500Citizenship Applications

05/03/2020WRW00600424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in respect of the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3780/20]

05/03/2020WRW00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department received 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy on 18 
September 2017. This application continues to be processed with a view to establishing wheth-
er the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation. If any further 
documentation is required, it will be requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically es-
tablished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW00800Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW00900425. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when an up-
dated stamp 4 can be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3781/20]

05/03/2020WRW01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department currently 
has no outstanding applications pending from the person referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department registers persons residing in the Dublin area 
only. The Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) are solely responsible for registering 
persons who reside in the Cavan area.   

GNIB appointments outside Dublin should be made to the individual Garda Station dealing 
with such appointments. Further information is available on the Registration pages of the Im-
migration Service website. 



5 March 2020

243

An enquiry can also be made to GNIB at the following email address: gnib_dv@garda .ie.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from my Depart-
ment is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW01100Passport Applications

05/03/2020WRW01200426. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when proce-
dures will be cleared to facilitate the issue of a passport in the case of a child (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3782/20]

05/03/2020WRW01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is open to the person 
concerned to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if they have 5 years (60 
Months) reckonable residency on the date of the application.

The minor the Deputy has referred to would not be entitled to a passport as he or she was 
born in the State after 1 January 2005 and therefore was not entitled to Irish Citizenship at the 
time of their birth.  However, if at the time of the birth one of his or her parents had been a resi-
dent in the State for a period of 4 years immediately preceding the birth, the child would have 
been entitled to make an application for Irish citizenship.  

The Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 as amended provides that an application 
may be submitted for a minor if the minor’s parents have already been naturalised or if the mi-
nor is of Irish descent or has Irish associations or, at the time of their birth, was not entitled to 
Irish Citizenship but has since accumulated 5 years reckonable residency in the State.

Minors cannot apply for naturalisation by themselves. The application must be made by 
their parent, legal guardian or person acting on the child’s behalf “in loco parentis”. 

For the purpose of naturalisation, reckonable residency (i.e. stamp 1, stamp 3 or stamp 4), 
is calculated by counting months of permission to remain in the state. Reckonable residency is 
reflected in the corresponding stamp 1, stamp 3 or stamp 4 endorsements in a person’s passport. 
To meet the statutory residency criteria as laid out in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956 (as amended), an individual needs to have 60 months (5 years) reckonable residency with 
the year immediately before the date of application being of continuous residency. 

Further information on applying for naturalisation can be found on my Department’s web-
site at   https://www.irishimmigration.ie/citizenship/.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  
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05/03/2020WRW01400Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW01500427. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3783/20]

05/03/2020WRW01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to continues to be processed with a view to es-
tablishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation 
is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

05/03/2020WRW01700Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW01800428. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of the application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3784/20]

05/03/2020WRW01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Depu-
ty that an application for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person concerned.  
This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the appli-
cant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me 
for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be 
requested from the person in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to my De-
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partment by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW02000Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW02100429. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3785/20]

05/03/2020WRW02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation in relation to the person referred to is currently being processed with 
a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of 
naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further 
documentation is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However,  the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

  Question No. 430 answered with Question No. 351.

05/03/2020WRW02400Residency Permits

05/03/2020WRW02500431. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3787/20]

05/03/2020WRW02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that, in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended), written representations have been submitted to my Department on behalf 
of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

05/03/2020WRW02700Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW02800432. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
in the determination of eligibility to remain here in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3788/20]

05/03/2020WRW02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has no 
record of receiving an immigration application from the person referred to by the Deputy.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

05/03/2020WRW03000Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW03100433. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
and determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3799/20]

05/03/2020WRW03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed that, in 
response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended), written representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 434 answered with Question No. 352.

05/03/2020WRW03400Naturalisation Applications

05/03/2020WRW03500435. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when consid-
eration will be given to naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [3801/20]

05/03/2020WRW03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While my Department 
has no record of receiving an application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person con-
cerned, an application for renewal of their permission to remain was received on 25 September 
2019. Processing of this application is ongoing and the decision, when finalised, will be com-
municated to the applicant in writing.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically es-
tablished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW03700Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW03800436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 145 of 6 December 2019, in respect of the children of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3802/20]

05/03/2020WRW03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Join Family visa ap-
plications referred to by the Deputy were received by my Department on 7 March 2019.   

It is not possible to give a definitive date as to when these applications will be finalised. All 
applications are processed in chronological order, based on date order of receipt. While every 
effort is made to process applications as soon as possible, processing times will vary having 
regard to the volume and complexity of applications, the possible need for the Visa Office to 
investigate, inquire into, or seek further information, and the resources available.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to visamail@justice.ie. 

05/03/2020WRW04000Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW04100437. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when stamp 
2 or stamp 4 will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3803/20]

05/03/2020WRW04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person referred to 
by the Deputy is registered under Stamp 2 Student conditions until May 2020 and, subject to 
continuing on the course of study, can rely on that permission to continue part-time working and 
have it renewed for the duration of the course.  

However, and depending on the course of study completed, either Degree or Masters level 
programmes, there may be an opportunity to make an application to transfer to another student- 
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or graduate-related permission. 

A person seeking to change their immigration status is advised to apply well in advance of 
their current immigration permission expiring,  clearly setting out the reason for change. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

05/03/2020WRW04300Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW04400438. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the issuing 
of visas have been refused in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3810/20]

05/03/2020WRW04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Applications for Join 
Family Irish National entry visas were received from both persons referred to on 03 May 2018. 
Following on from extensive examination both visa applications were refused and refusal let-
ters were issued to both persons on the 09 October 2019. 

The persons referred to were offered the opportunity to appeal the decision within 2 months 
of the date of the refusal letter. As no such appeals were received, both applications are now 
closed. However, it is open to both persons to submit new visa applications at any time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the email service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

  Question No. 439 answered with Question No. 351.

05/03/2020WRW04700Deportation Orders Re-examination

05/03/2020WRW04800440. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when revoca-
tion of a deportation order will take place in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3813/20]

05/03/2020WRW04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order, signed on 29 September 2017,  requiring them to remove 
themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation 
Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB).    

As previously advised, representations were received from the person concerned, pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that 
the Deportation Order be revoked and including information regarding her marriage.  Follow-
ing detailed consideration of the information submitted in support of the request, the Deporta-
tion Order was affirmed and notified to the person concerned by letter dated 27 November 2018.  
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There is no outstanding correspondence or applications on file for this applicant.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/03/2020WRW05000Visa Applications

05/03/2020WRW05100441. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a joint 
family long stay visa will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3814/20]

05/03/2020WRW05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A visa application for 
the person referred to was lodged on 21 October 2019 to the Irish Embassy in Dar-es-Salaam. 

The application is currently being examined and a decision will issue in due course. While 
it is not possible to give a definitive time-frame as to when the application will be finalised, the 
Visa Office offers its assurance that there will be no avoidable delay in having this application 
brought to finality. 

While every effort is made to process such applications as soon as possible, processing 
times will vary having regard to the volume and complexity of applications, the possible need 
for the Visa Office to investigate, inquire into, or seek further information in relation to certain 
applications. Applications are generally processed in chronological order (i.e. based on date 
order of receipt). 

Applicants are advised not to pay for airline or other travel tickets without first having been 
issued with a visa.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically estab-
lished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained 
without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Dep-
uty may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

05/03/2020WRW05300Trade Agreements

05/03/2020WRW05400442. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to inform the European Commission and other relevant bodies of the decision made by 
the Thirty-second Dáil to reject the EU-Mercosur trade agreement; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2923/20]

05/03/2020WRW05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government acknowledges the result of the Motion that was passed in the Dáil on 11th July 
2019 and we have committed to conducting a comprehensive, independent Economic and Sus-
tainability Impact Assessment (ESIA) of the finalised EU-Mercosur Trade Agreement.  In that 
regard, in January 2020, the Government commissioned ‘Implement Consulting’ to undertake 
that Impact Assessment which consists of two equally important and complementary compo-
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nents, namely a robust analysis of the potential economic benefits as well as a robust sustain-
ability impact assessment (including social, human rights and environmental impacts) that the 
trade agreement could have in Ireland and the Mercosur countries of Argentina, Brazil, Para-
guay and Uruguay.  Equally, a wide-ranging consultation process will ensure the engagement 
of all relevant stakeholders in the conduct of the Impact Assessment. This Impact Assessment 
is designed to assist Government in formulating its position on future ratification of the Agree-
ment, once the EU Commission presents the final legal texts and it is anticipated that the Impact 
Assessment will be concluded in advance of the November 2020 meeting of the Trade Council 
where it is expected that the EU-Mercosur Agreement will be submitted for consideration by 
Ministers. 

05/03/2020WRX00200Local Enterprise Offices

05/03/2020WRX00300443. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if as-
sistance is available for a start-up business (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2644/20]

05/03/2020WRX00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Enterprise Offices are the ‘First Stop Shop’ for anyone seeking information and sup-
port on starting or growing a business in Ireland. Located in the 31 Local Authorities Offices 
nationwide, the LEOs provide a ‘signposting’ service in relation to all relevant State supports 
available through agencies such as Revenue, the Department of Social Protection, Education 
and Training Boards, the Credit Review Office and Microfinance Ireland. The LEOs can also 
offer advice and guidance in areas such as Local Authority rates, Public Procurement and other 
regulations affecting business.

The LEOs can offer direct grant aid to microenterprises (up to 10 employees) in the manu-
facturing and internationally traded services sector which, over time, have the potential to de-
velop into strong export entities. Subject to certain eligibility criteria, the LEOs can provide 
financial assistance within three main categories:

-  Feasibility Grants (investigating the potential of a business idea)

-  Priming Grants (to part-fund a start-up) 

-  Business Development grants for existing businesses that want to expand. 

It should be noted that the LEOs do not provide direct grant-aid to areas such as retail, per-
sonal services, local professional services, construction/local building services, as it may give 
rise to the displacement of existing businesses. For further information on eligibility criteria see 
the LEOs Website www.localenterprise.ie.

I am informed that there has been engagement with Mr. McGregor by his local LEO in 
Limerick in respect to his query.

The LEO in Limerick has recommended the Start Your Own Business Programmes/Courses 
to Mr. McGregor together with advice on a number of training and mentoring programmes.

Start Your Own Business Programmes/Courses

The programme will guide an entrepreneur through the various aspects of business and busi-
ness planning.  The objective is to assist people in assessing their idea, its viability and to decide 
if they should proceed or take a step back. The following is the typical content and breakdown 
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of a Start your own Business training programme.

-  Identifying, understanding and researching your target market

-  Tax, law and insurance

-  Financial planning (pricing, costing)

-  Sources of funding

-  Promoting your business

-  Sales and service

-  Basic bookkeeping

-  Developing your Business Plan.   

All LEOs also offer a number of ‘soft’ supports in the form of training or mentoring such as:

-  The Mentor Programme which is designed to match up the knowledge, skills, insights 
and entrepreneurial capability of experienced business practitioners with small business owner/
managers who need practical and strategic one to one advice and guidance.

-  The LEO Management Development programmes which provide the owner-manager 
with the management, leadership, business skills and knowledge to achieve sustainability and 
growth in their business. 

-  LEAN for Micro which is a targeted programme for Local Enterprise Office clients to 
help small businesses boost competitiveness, increase performance and profitability as well as 
building resilience within their companies.

Further to this, if a potential business is not eligible for direct grant aid, an entrepreneur 
with a viable business proposal can also use their LEO to make an application to MicroFinance 
Ireland, which offers support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 to start-ups with viable busi-
ness propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by the banks. Success-
ful applicants can avail of a more favorable interest rate from MFI of 6.8% if they make their 
application through the LEOs.

I would also suggest the ‘Supporting SMEs’ Online Tool which is a cross-governmental 
initiative to help start-ups navigate the range of Government business supports for which they 
could be eligible. The tool is available at www.supportingsmes.ie. By answering the eight ques-
tions in the Online Tool, a small business will, in one location, be able to:   

- find out which of the over 170 Government business supports from 27 different Govern-
ment Departments, Agencies and Initiatives are available to them;

- obtain information on the range of Government supports for accessing credit;

- identify their nearest Local Enterprise Office where they can discuss the outcomes of the 
guide further; and,

- download all these filtered results into a document for their further use. 

Further information on all the services available from the LEOs can be accessed at www.
localenterprise.ie or at Local Enterprise Office Limerick
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05/03/2020WRX00500Local Enterprise Offices

05/03/2020WRX00600444. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if funding will be provided for a local enterprise office for Drogheda and east County Meath to 
assist Drogheda to deal with the effects of each possible Brexit scenario; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [2783/20]

05/03/2020WRX00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial as-
sistance and other supports for anyone intending to start or grow a business. 

My Department, through the LEOs, has continued to develop a range of supports to help 
local businesses in preparation for the challenges of Brexit 

In that regard, both the Louth and Meath LEOs encourage a strong spirit of enterprise 
throughout their respective County areas and ensure that all micro-businesses in the Counties 
are supported on the basis of needs and qualifying criteria equally.  Notwithstanding that the 
offices of LEO Louth are located in the County Council Offices in Dundalk, I am assured that 
the full range of programmes and activities that it delivers are dispersed evenly throughout the 
County. Similarly, LEO Meath provides the same business supports throughout the County 
including the Laytown/Bettystown Municipal District having engaged in numerous mentor as-
signments and training programmes for LEO clients based in East Meath. 

I note that you have inquired about funding for a new LEO to cover the Drogheda and East 
Meath region. You will be aware that when the LEO network was instituted under the County 
Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) Act, 2014, a LEO was established on the basis of the functional 
area of the 31 County and City Councils in Ireland.  This model, in operation for over 5 years, 
has been the platform for ongoing and incremental success in terms of client engagement and 
strong local jobs growth. 

There are a wide range of Brexit supports available to further strengthen the capacity of our 
microenterprise sector such as:

- The Brexit Mentor Programme was developed for businesses to work with an experi-
enced mentor on a one-to-one basis to identify key areas of exposure within their business and 
to maximise potential opportunities arising from Brexit.

- Prepare Your Business for Customs is a one-day interactive workshop, run regionally 
by Local Enterprise Offices, which provides all businesses with a better understanding of the 
potential impacts, formalities and procedures to be adopted when trading with a country which 
is outside the Single Market and Custom Unions.

- LEAN for Micro is a targeted programme for Local Enterprise Office clients to help small 
businesses boost competitiveness, increase performance and profitability as well as building 
resilience within their companies.

- Technical Assistance for Micro-Exporters (TAME) Grant supports clients to explore 
and develop new export market opportunities, such as participation in international trade fairs 
and development of export related marketing and websites. With a focus on helping companies 
to diversify, this scheme is a match-funding opportunity with up to €2,500 available.

- Research and Development Tax credit aimed at small and micro firms, who will be able 
to claim a higher rate of credit of 30% and will have improved options with regards to claiming 
the payable credit. These firms will also be able to claim the credit for expenditure incurred in 
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advance of commencing to trade.

Finally, in addition, as part of the €28 million Border Enterprise Development Fund which 
I announced on the 3rd January last, I have provided an additional €3 million for the six Lo-
cal Enterprise Offices in the border Counties of Louth, Monaghan, Cavan, Donegal, Sligo and 
Leitrim for capability development programmes for micro and small firms with ambition.  This 
will enable them to pilot a series of mentoring programmes for businesses focused on boosting 
exports, embracing innovation and improving management and financial skills capability.

05/03/2020WRX00800IDA Ireland

05/03/2020WRX00900445. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if an 
inventory of land currently held in the ownership and control of the IDA in County Louth and 
available to house client companies will be provided; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [2814/20]

05/03/2020WRX01000446. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
IDA will purchase lands for foreign direct investment development on the north side of Droghe-
da, preferably along the route of the proposed northern port access route, further to a develop-
ment (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2815/20]

05/03/2020WRX01100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 445 and 446 together.

IDA Ireland’s park in Drogheda is currently home to one financial services company and has 
approximately 3.6 hectares of additional marketable lands available for investment. The IDA 
also owns additional sites across County Louth with almost 3 hectares of marketable land in 
the IDA Business and Technology Park at Finnabair, Dundalk and approximately 30 hectares 
of marketable land at the IDA strategic site in the Dundalk Science and Technology Park at 
Mullagharlin. In addition, the Agency continues to engage with local stakeholders in Drogheda 
and maintains an updated inventory of private sector greenfield sites zoned for development, 
available office accommodation and flexible working spaces.  

This combination of private sector property offerings, along with the IDA’s land holdings, 
places Drogheda and County Louth in a competitive position to compete for mobile foreign di-
rect investment (FDI). The Agency continues to draw the attention of existing and prospective 
investors to the County through its network of offices in Ireland and overseas. The IDA will also 
continue to actively monitor and review the commercial property offering in Drogheda.

More broadly, County Louth continues to maintain a strong base of FDI with 29 IDA client 
companies in the County employing 4,428 people. In 2019, Louth witnessed a 12% increase in 
employment in overseas companies with 486 net new jobs added last year. While progress has 
been made in helping to generating new investment in County Louth, the Government remains 
determined to attract more FDI there.

05/03/2020WRX01300Departmental Staff

05/03/2020WRX01400447. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the grade of the official from her Department who delivered and-or sanctioned the delivery 
of a letter (details supplied) to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; if addition-
al correspondence was composed by her, her officials and-or advisers to accompany the letter; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2858/20]

05/03/2020WRX01500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): No 
officials from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation were involved in this 
matter.

No additional correspondence was composed to accompany the letter referred to.

05/03/2020WRX01600IDA Ireland Data

05/03/2020WRX01700448. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
vacant IDA Ireland sites by county; the IDA sites being used by county, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [2859/20]

05/03/2020WRX01800469. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 295 of 18 December 2018, the available IDA lands at the 
end of quarter 4 of 2019; the occupied IDA lands at the end of quarter 4 of 2019 by county, town 
and size in hectares, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3687/20]

05/03/2020WRX01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 448 and 469 together.

The availability of marketable serviced land and buildings in advance of demand remains 
a key element in the IDA’s ability to compete for mobile foreign direct investment. Not only 
does such a supply of properties help the Agency to secure high quality jobs but it also allows 
projects to begin at an earlier date by diminishing difficulties associated with land acquisition, 
planning and construction. 

It therefore represents an important means by which the IDA can encourage and attract 
new investors to regional Ireland. If such properties were not available to potential investors, it 
would decrease the likelihood that regional areas would be selected by overseas firms ahead of 
urban locations. 

The following tables list all IDA Ireland land available for marketing (Table A) and IDA 
Ireland land in use(Table B) as at the end of Quarter 4 of 2019. 

Table A: IDA Marketable Lands by County

Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Carlow, Advanced 
Office Building 
(AOB) Site, County 
Carlow 

Strategic Site Marketable 13.35

Cavan B&T Park, 
County Cavan

Business Park Marketable 6.05

Youghal Springfield 
Estate, County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.87

Foxhole, County 
Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.0063
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Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Poundlick Industrial 
Estate, Skibbereen, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 3.86

Mallow B&T Park, 
County Cork

Business Park Marketable 0.6831

Pulleen Industrial 
Estate, Kanturk, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.47

Rathealy Indus-
trial Estate, Fermoy, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.9407

Cork City Kilbarry 
B&T Park, County 
Cork

Business Park Marketable 57.53

Carrigtohill B&T 
Park, County Cork

Strategic Site Marketable 12.5

Rathgoggan Estate, 
Charleville, County 
Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.86

Drombrow Estate, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.9627

Laragh Estate, Ban-
don, County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.37

Ringaskiddy Stra-
tegic Site, County 
Cork.

Strategic Site Marketable 168

Cork B&T Park, 
Model Farm Road, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.37

Ringaskiddy Estate, 
County Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.2023

Rossa Ave, County 
Cork

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.1152

Millstreet IDA Es-
tate, County Cork

Industrial Estate Disposed 0.1133

Fermoy B & T Park, 
County Cork

Business Park Marketable 6.05

Cork Carrigtohill 
East, Ballyadam, 
County Cork

Strategic Site Marketable 53.1576

Ballyshannon, 
County Donegal

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.0672

Lurganboy, County 
Donegal

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.872
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Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Knocknamona, Let-
terkenny, County 
Donegal

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.35

Letterkenny B&T 
Park, Donegal

Business Park Marketable 19.33

Letterkenny Lis-
nenan 2, County 
Donegal

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.313

Letterkenny B&T 
Park, Donegal

Business Park Marketable 2.6282

Dublin 24 - Whites-
town Industrial Es-
tate, County Dublin

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.56

Dublin 11 - Poppin-
tree Industrial Estate, 
County Dublin

Industrial Estate Marketable 3.78

Blanchardstown 
B&T Park, County 
Dublin

Business Park Marketable 10.4956

Swords Business 
Park, Greenfields, 
County Dublin 

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.04

Belcamp - B&T 
Park, County Dublin

Business Park Marketable 46.44

Tuam Business Park, 
County Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.17

Roundstone, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.42

Mountbellew Busi-
ness Park, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.1979

Gort Business Park, 
County Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.71

Glenamaddy Busi-
ness Park, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.9105

Parkmore B&T Park, 
County Galway

Business Park Marketable 23.26

Ballygar Site, Coun-
ty Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 3.4398

Ballinasloe B&T 
Park, County Gal-
way

Business Park Marketable 8.88

Tuam Science & 
Technology Park, 
County Galway

Business Park Marketable 10.1269
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Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Oranmore Science 
& Technology Park, 
County Galway

Strategic Site Marketable 26.7

Athenry, County 
Galway

Strategic Site Marketable 92.4351

Farrantoreen, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.8224

Dingle, County 
Kerry

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.5059

Killarney B&T Park, 
County Kerry

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.14

Newbridge Business 
Park, County Kildare

Business Park Marketable 2.9339

Little Connell, 
Newbridge, County 
Kildare

Business Park  87.5

Purcellsinch Indus-
trial Park, County 
Kilkenny

Industrial Estate Marketable 3.59

Kilkenny B&T Park, 
County Kilkenny

Business Park Marketable 14.0783

Belview, County 
Kilkenny

Strategic Site Marketable 26.73

27.9 Hectares at 
Belview, Gor-
teens, County 
Kilkenny

Strategic Site Marketable 27.89

Portlaoise B&T 
Park, County Laois

Business Park Marketable 6.18

Carrick-On-Shannon 
B&T Park, County 
Leitrim

Business Park Marketable 4.21

Carrick-On-Shan-
non, Tullyleague, 
County Leitrim 

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.1845

Drumshanbo, Kesh-
carr, County Leitrim

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.2238

Carrickleitrim, 
Manorhamilton, 
County Leitrim

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.4208

Mohill, County 
Leitrim

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.0693

The National Tech-
nology Park, Plassey, 
County Limerick

Business Park Marketable 56.27
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Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Raheen Business 
Park, County Lim-
erick

Business Park Marketable 45

Aghafad, County 
Longford

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.0272

Greenore, County 
Louth

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.0272

Dundalk 
Finnabair B&T Park, 
County Louth

Business Park Marketable 2.91

Dundalk Mullaghar-
lin East, County 
Louth

Strategic Site Marketable 12.5

Dundalk Mullaghar-
lin, County Louth

Strategic Site Marketable 17.2

Bango Erris Indus-
trial Park, County 
Mayo

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.607

Castlebar B&T Park, 
County Mayo

Business Park Marketable 0.66

Foxford Business 
Park, County Mayo

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.6798

Ballina, County 
Mayo

Industrial Estate Marketable 10.6141

Navan B&T Park, 
County Meath

Business Park Marketable 23.93

Drogheda B&T 
Park, Rathmullan, 
County Meath

Business Park Marketable 22.53

Monaghan Business 
Park, Knockaconny, 
County Monaghan

Business Park Marketable 7.53

Tullamore Industrial 
Estate, County Of-
faly

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.232

Tullamore B&T 
Park, County Offaly

Business Park Marketable 7.95

Clara, County Offaly Industrial Estate Marketable 0.4872
Roscommon 
B&T Park, Coun-
ty Roscommon

Business Park Marketable 4.8

Station Road, 
Castlerea, Coun-
ty Roscommon

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.1735

Easkey Business 
Park, County Sligo

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.0611
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Site Location   Site Type   Site Status   Net Hectares Mar-
ketable   

Finisklin B&T 
Park,  Castlebaldwin, 
County Sligo

Business Park Marketable 11.67

Sligo - Oakfield Site, 
County Sligo 

Industrial Estate Marketable 31.3186

Knockanrawley, 
County Tipperary

Industrial Estate Marketable 2.08

Clonmel Bus Park, 
County Tipperary

Industrial Estate Marketable 20.071

Waterford Industrial 
Estate, Cork Road, 
County Waterford

Industrial Estate Marketable 4.78

Waterford B&T 
Park, Butlerstown, 
County Waterford

Business Park Marketable 22.95

Dungarvan B&T 
Park, County Water-
ford

Business Park Marketable 11.5675

Clonmore Industrial 
Estate, Mullingar, 
County Westmeath

Industrial Estate Marketable 4.63

Athlone B&T 
Park, Garrycastle, 
County Westmeath

Business Park Marketable 10.08

Garrankesh Estate, 
Athlone, County 
Westmeath

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.0926

Mullingar B&T 
Park, County West-
meath

Business Park Marketable 22.47

Wexford B&T Park, 
County Wexford

Business Park Marketable 3.14

Wexford Whitemills, 
County Wexford

Industrial Estate Marketable 1.08

Moyne Upper, En-
niscorthly, County 
Wexford

Industrial Estate Marketable 0.39

Greystones B&T 
Park, County Wick-
low

Industrial Estate Marketable 17.93

Arklow B&T Park, 
County Wicklow

Business Park Marketable 14.564

Total   1168.0691
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Table B: IDA Lands in Use by County

Site Location   Site Type   
Strawhall -2, Bennykerry, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Tullow, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Strawhall, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Ratnapish, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Ratnapish -2, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Bagenalstown, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Carlow B&T Park, County Carlow Industrial Estate
Shercock Road, Cootehill, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Cootehill, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Dublin Rd, Ballinagh, County   Cavan Industrial Estate
Ballinagh Rd, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Belturbet, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Ballyconnell, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Bailieboro, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Ballinalee, County Cavan Industrial Estate
Newmarket, County Cork Industrial Estate
Millstreet, Drishane, County Cork Industrial Estate
Mallow Quarterstown Estate, County Cork Industrial Estate
Macroom, County Cork Industrial Estate
Rathhallikeen, Kinsale, County Cork Industrial Estate
Dromalour, Kanturk, County Cork Industrial Estate
Brookpark, Dunmanway, County Cork Industrial Estate
Underhill, Dunmanwy, County Cork Industrial Estate
Mahon Estate, Cork City, County Cork Industrial Estate
Little Island Estate, County Cork Industrial Estate
Hollyhill Industial Estate, Cork City, Coun-
ty Cork

Industrial Estate

Ballincollig, County Cork Industrial Estate
Miles, Clonakilty, County Cork Industrial Estate
Clogheen, Clonakilty, County Cork Industrial Estate
Castletownbere , Aghabeg, County Cork Industrial Estate
Ballylangley, Kilbrittain, County Cork Industrial Estate
Riverstown, Cork City, County Cork Industrial Estate
Cork City Little Island, County Cork Industrial Estate
Little Island Estate, County Cork Industrial Estate
Seafield, Bantry, County Cork Industrial Estate
Plot 4 Roadway, Hollyhill, County Cork Industrial Estate
Former POC 1.3Ha Ringaskiddy, County 
Cork

Industrial Estate

Plot 3 Hollyhill Cork, County Cork Business Park
Model Farm Road-Site II, County Cork Business Park
Model Farm Road III, County Cork Business Park
Buncrana Lisfannin, County Donegal Industrial Estate
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Site Location   Site Type   
Buncrana Fruit-of-the-Loom, County Done-
gal

Industrial Estate

Carndonagh Industrial Estate, County 
Donegal

Industrial Estate

Milltown, Tully, County Donegal Industrial Estate
Letterkenny Ballyraine, County Donegal Industrial Estate
Windyhall, Letterkenny, County Donegal Industrial Estate
Milford, County Donegal Industrial Estate
Moville, County Donegal Industrial Estate
Dublin 2 - Pearse Street, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Dublin - South County B&T Park, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate

Dublin 8 - Marrowbone Lane 2, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate

D.8 - The Liberties, Newmarket, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate

Prussia Street, County Dublin Industrial Estate
East Wall, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Cloverhill Industrial Estate, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Swords – Balheary, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Swords – Barrysparks, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Dublin 18 - Sandyford Industrial Estate, 
County Dublin

Industrial Estate

Dublin 5 - Clonshaugh Industrial Estate, 
County Dublin

Industrial Estate

Cruiserath, Blanchardstown, County Dublin Strategic Site
Gallanstown, Ballyfermot, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Baldoyle Industrial Estate, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Balbriggan, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Balbriggan Business Park, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Dublin 5, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Dublin 12 - Ballymount Industrial Estate, 
County Dublin

Industrial Estate

D. 11 Ballymun Cluster Units, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate

Clondalkin Industrial Estate, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Marrowbone Lane, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Cherry Orchard Industrial Estate, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate

North Wall, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Santry Ave Industrial Estate, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Gardiner Street Centre, County Dublin Industrial Estate
Tallaght Ent. Centre, County Dublin Industrial Estate
D.1 - Dublin Exchange Facility, County 
Dublin

Industrial Estate
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Site Location   Site Type   
Citywest, County Dublin Industrial Estate
College B&T Park, County Dublin Business Park
Dangan B&T Park, County Galway Business Park
Tuam - Old Site, County Galway Industrial Estate
Tuam Weir Road, County Galway Industrial Estate
Tuam, County Galway Industrial Estate
Portumna Business Park, County Galway Industrial Estate
Oughterard, County Galway Industrial Estate
Loughrea B&T Park, County Galway Industrial Estate
Gort Business Park 2, County Galway Industrial Estate
Ballybrit Business Park Lower, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate

Mervue B&T Park, County Galway Industrial Estate
Clifden, County Galway Industrial Estate
Poolboy Business Park, Ballinasloe, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate

Athenry Business Park, County Galway Industrial Estate
Galway - UCG Complex Dangan, County 
Galway

Industrial Estate

Mervue Site, County Galway Industrial Estate
Gortamullen Estate, Kenmare, County 
Kerry

Industrial Estate

Reenard Estate, County Kerry Industrial Estate
Deerpark, Killarney, County Kerry Industrial Estate
Dromthacker B&T Park, Tralee, County 
Kerry

Business Park

Meilita Road, Kildare Town, County 
Kildare

Industrial Estate

Newbridge, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Monread Road, Naas, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Naas Industrial Estate, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Monasterevin, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Kildare Town, Greyabbey, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Castledermot, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Woodstock, Athy, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Townpark, Athy, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Collinstown, Leixlip, County Kildare Industrial Estate
Collinstown Leixlip, County Kildare Strategic Site
Thomastown, County Kilkenny, Industrial Estate
Graiguenamanagh, County Kilkenny, Industrial Estate
Freshford, County Kilkenny, Industrial Estate
Castlecomer, County Kilkenny, Industrial Estate
Grannyferry, Waterford, County Kilkenny Industrial Estate
Rathdowney, County Laois Industrial Estate
Portlaoise Industrial Estate, County Laois Industrial Estate
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Site Location   Site Type   
Mountrath, County Laois Industrial Estate
Mountmellick, County Laois Industrial Estate
Abbeyleix, County Laois Industrial Estate
Cannaboe 2, Newtown, Ballinamore, 
County Leitrim, County Leitrim

Industrial Estate

Manorhamilton, County Leitrim Industrial Estate
Coolabaun, Dromod, County Leitrim Industrial Estate
Longford Industrial Estate, Lisnamuck, 
County Longford

Industrial Estate

Granard, County Longford  Industrial Estate
Rathcronan, Granard, County Longford Industrial Estate
Ballymahon Industrial Estate, County Long-
ford

Industrial Estate

Clondra, County Longford Industrial Estate
Glack, County Longford Industrial Estate
Letterfrack, County Longford Industrial Estate
Dunleer, County Louth Industrial Estate
Coes Rd – Dundalk, County Louth   Industrial Estate
Coes Rd 2- Dundalk, County Louth Industrial Estate
Termonfeckin Rd, Drogeda, County Louth Industrial Estate
Ardee, County Louth Industrial Estate
Marleys Lane, Donore Road, Drogheda, 
County Louth

Industrial Estate

Sean O’Carroll Street, Ardee, County Louth Industrial Estate
Ballina Business Park, Bunree Road, Coun-
ty Mayo

Industrial Estate

Ballina - Hollister Site, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Ballinrobe Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Ballinrobe Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Ballyhaunis Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Gorteen, Castlebar, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Charlestown Industrial Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Claremorris Industrial Estate, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Kiltimagh, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Louisburgh Business Park, Westport, 
County Mayo

Industrial Estate

Killala Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Westport B&T Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Knock Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Castlebar Business Park, County Mayo Industrial Estate
Mullaghboy, Navan, County Meath Industrial Estate
Townparks, Kells, County Meath Industrial Estate
Ashbourne, County Meath Industrial Estate
Athboy, County Meath Industrial Estate
Corporation Lands, Trim, County Meath Industrial Estate
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Site Location   Site Type   
Oldcastle, County Meath Industrial Estate
Clones Road, Smithboro, County Monaghan Industrial Estate
Clones, County Monaghan Industrial Estate
Castleblayney, County Monaghan Industrial Estate
Carrickmacross, County Monaghan Industrial Estate
Ballybay, County Monaghan Industrial Estate
Edenderry Industrial Estate, County Offaly Industrial Estate
Monasteroris, Edenderry, County Offaly Industrial Estate
Erry, County Offaly Industrial Estate
Boyle, County Roscommon Industrial Estate
Ballaghadereen Industrial Estate, County 
Roscommon

Industrial Estate

Boyle Industrial Estate, County Roscom-
mon

Industrial Estate

Racecourse Road, Ballyleague, County 
Roscommon

Industrial Estate

Castlerea Business Park, County Roscom-
mon

Industrial Estate

Athlone Bunnavally, County Roscommon Industrial Estate
Monksland Industrial. Estate, County 
Roscommon

Industrial Estate

Ballinamore, County Roscommon Industrial Estate
Carrigallen Lower, County Roscommon Industrial Estate
Carrigallen Upper, County Roscommon Industrial Estate
Knockmacrory, Roosky, County Roscom-
mon

Industrial Estate

Carrownanty, Ballymote, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Ballymote, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Collooney Business Park, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Cleveragh Business Park, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Ballisodare, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Tubbercurry Business Park, County Sligo Industrial Estate
Redmonstown, Clonmel, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Fethard, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Gurtnafleur, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Cashel, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Spafield, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Carrick-On-Suir, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Cahir, County Tipperary Industrial Estate
Stereame Business Park, Nenagh, County 
Tipperary

Business Park

Knockhouse, County Waterford Strategic Site
Tallow, County Waterford Industrial Estate
Lismore, County Waterford Industrial Estate
Clogheran, Dungarvan, County Waterford Industrial Estate
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Site Location   Site Type   
Cappoquin, County Waterford Industrial Estate
Limerick Road Waterford, County Water-
ford 

Industrial Estate

Bilberry, County Waterford Industrial Estate
Athlone Blyry Upper, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Saranstown, Mulingar, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Mullingar Industrial Estate, County West-
meath

Industrial Estate

Moate, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Castlepollard, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Athlone Garrankesh, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Athlone Cornamaddy, County Westmeath Industrial Estate
Athlone Blyry Ind Est Lower, County West-
meath

Industrial Estate

Mullingar  -Clonmore IE2, County West-
meath

Industrial Estate

Athlone Business Centre, County West-
meath

Industrial Estate

New Ross  -Butlersland, County Wexford Industrial Estate
New Ross  - Raheen, County Wexford Industrial Estate
Gorey, County Wexford Industrial Estate
Enniscorthy, County Wexford Industrial Estate
Gorey, County Wexford Industrial Estate
Tinahealy, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Rathnew, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Carnew, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Blessington, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Bray Oldcourt, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Baltinglass  Lathaleere, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Baltinglass, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Arklow Cemetry Road, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Arklow Kilbride, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Bray B&T Park, County Wicklow Industrial Estate
Bray Boghall Road, County Wicklow Industrial Estate

05/03/2020WRX02000Work Permits Applications

05/03/2020WRX02100449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if an application for a work permit will be reconsidered in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3053/20]

05/03/2020WRX02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
officials inform me that there is no record of any employment permit application for the named 
person (details supplied).
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05/03/2020WRX02300Work Permits Applications

05/03/2020WRX02400450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion when a work permit will be granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3054/20]

05/03/2020WRX02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
does not appear to be a current employment permit application for the named person (details 
supplied).  

An application for an employment permit by the named person will be considered should 
such an application be made, subject to the application fulfilling all relevant criteria.  

In order to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job 
offer for an eligible occupation from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link -   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employ-
ment-Permits/

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-
formation including various checklist documents, a ‘User Guide’ to our online application sys-
tem and a comprehensive FAQ Document which answers the most common queries received 
regarding employment permits.  All this information can be found in the Employment Permit 
section of my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie

IDA Ireland

05/03/2020WRX02700451. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
position as of 28 February 2020 in relation to a project (details supplied) in County Mayo; if a 
planning permission application was submitted in 2019 as per previous commitments; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3155/20]

05/03/2020WRX02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
site in question is an area of approximately 11 hectares on the Sligo Road in Ballina, County 
Mayo. Planning permission was previously obtained in 2004 for its infrastructural develop-
ment, although that subsequently expired in September 2009.

The site has, however, been concept master planned by the IDA to help demonstrate its 
potential to investors. The Agency also continues to actively market it to clients considering 
investing or expanding in County Mayo. 

The IDA is assessing the potential of its landbank in the context of its upcoming new strat-
egy. A revised planning permission application for this site in Mayo remains under consider-
ation as part of that assessment.  

More generally, County Mayo continues to be a strong performer in terms of attracting 
foreign direct investment (FDI). There are 17 IDA client companies in the County employing 
nearly 5,000 people. Mayo has experienced year-on-year increases in employment by IDA 
client companies since 2013 and the pipeline for FDI remains positive with 108 net new jobs 
created in 2019.
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05/03/2020WRX02900Enterprise Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRX03000452. Deputy Frankie Feighan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the measures being considered to assist small and microbusiness which may be forced to close 
in the event of a Covid-19 outbreak here; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the 
insurance which covers many small and microbusinesses does not cover for the loss due to such 
an event; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3169/20]

05/03/2020WRX03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has been liaising closely with the Department of Health and is monitoring the situ-
ation in relation to COVID-19 as it evolves. The current and potential impact of COVID-19 
on enterprise is becoming more apparent as greater disruptions to supply chains and routes to 
market become more evident.  

My Department has updated its Checklist for Business Continuity Planning in consultation 
with the HSE with specific references to COVID-19. This is available on my Department’s 
website and is also being actively promoted through my Department’s social media channels. 
The continuity planning checklist lays out some of the key risks to the continuity of business ac-
tivities and the preparatory actions that can be taken by businesses to mitigate these. In addition, 
the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) has published a guidance note for employers and 
employees in relation to COVID-19 on its website. 

The agencies under the remit of my Department have also been taking a proactive approach 
to ensure that appropriate measures are in place to support SMEs in the event of an outbreak 
here. Over the past number of weeks, Enterprise Ireland (EI) has undertaken internal work to 
determine how companies may be impacted, the potential scale of the impact on companies, 
and the responses that may be required to support companies.  

This has involved engaging directly with clients to gather information on potential impact, 
and has also included providing information and advice to clients through the EI website.  Com-
prehensive client guidance is currently being developed to provide EI staff with information to 
enable them to respond and communicate effectively with clients. A steering group has been 
established in EI to manage its response to COVID-19, with the work of the group covering 
both client need identification and engagement and internal business continuity planning.  

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Centre of Excellence has circulated Department of 
Health public notices to their 31 LEOs located in the Local Authorities. Furthermore, the public 
notices and checklist for business continuity planning have been distributed to LEO clients. 

As a result of the onset of COVID-19, it is possible that a number of businesses could 
experience working capital pressure due to supply chain and other impacts. There are several 
financing supports available that may be appropriate to provide liquidity support to impacted 
businesses:

- The Credit Guarantee Scheme provides a State guarantee to accredited lenders (Allied 
Irish Banks, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank Ireland) of 80% on eligible loans or Performance 
Bonds to viable micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.  Facilities from €10,000 up to 
€1,000,000 are offered.  To access the Scheme, businesses can approach one of the participating 
providers.  The Scheme is operated by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI);

- The Microenterprise Loan Fund Scheme is administered by Microfinance Ireland with the 
purpose of providing unsecured loans of €2,000 up to €25,000 for terms of up to five years to 
microenterprises employing fewer than 10 people, with viable business propositions that cannot 
obtain funding through traditional sources. The scheme can be accessed through the Local En-
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terprise Office Network, through the Irish Local Development Network, or by applying directly 
using the Microfinance Ireland portal;

- While the SBCI Brexit Loan Scheme supports working capital needs for businesses im-
pacted by Brexit-related issues, it is possible that some businesses may be impacted by both 
Brexit and COVID-19 related working capital issues. Therefore, it may be a suitable support 
for some affected businesses.

Officials from my Department participate in various co-ordination groups relevant to man-
aging Ireland’s response to COVID-19, such as the Health Threats Co-Ordination Group, the 
Department of Health Communications Group and a Senior Officials Group convened by De-
partment of An Taoiseach, and are kept up to date with all developments and can also raise is-
sues that are relevant to our Department and Offices. 

My Department will continue to monitor evolving developments and will engage with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Department of Health and other Government bod-
ies in relation to further precautionary measures.

05/03/2020WRX03200Health and Safety Authority 

05/03/2020WRX03300453. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the budget allocation for the Health and Safety Authority in each of the years 2018 to 2020, 
in tabular form. [3191/20]

05/03/2020WRX03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA) has a broad mandate which includes occupational health 
and safety, chemical safety, market surveillance and national accreditation.

In the area of occupational health and safety the Authority provides practical advice, guid-
ance and support as well as carrying out inspections and investigations. Much of the inspection 
and investigation activity is evidence led with the highest levels of inspections and investiga-
tions taking place in high-risk sectors.

In relation to chemicals, the HSA provides advice and guidance as well as inspection and 
investigation activities.  As the lead Competent Authority under the Chemicals Acts 2008 and 
2010 the HSA delivers on national objectives in relation to the evaluation, hazard identification 
and risk management of chemicals manufactured and used in Europe. The HSA also carries out 
Competent Authority functions in relation to Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 
(COMAH).

In addition, the HSA’s role extends into the area of market surveillance on chemical and in-
dustrial products which are placed on the Irish market to check whether they are in compliance 
with chemical and industrial products legislation requirements.

The Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB) is part of the HSA and as the national ac-
creditation role in Ireland it assesses applicants for accreditation and accredits conformity as-
sessment bodies.

The Exchequer funding provided to the HSA enables it to deliver effectively on its extensive 
mandate. 
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Health and Safety Authority Budget Allocation
2018 €19,275,000
2019 €19,783,000
2020 €20,502,000

05/03/2020WRX03500Departmental Funding

05/03/2020WRX03600454. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the budget allocation for the Labour Court and the Workplace Relations Commission in 
2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [3236/20]

05/03/2020WRX03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Labour Court and Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) are offices under the aegis of the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. My Department works closely with the 
WRC and the Labour Court in monitoring staffing and budgetary requirements, including an-
ticipating future resource requirements, to ensure that they are supported and adequately re-
sourced to fulfil their roles.   

The following table sets out the budget allocation in respect of pay and non-pay for both the 
Labour Court and WRC in 2018, 2019 and 2020.

 - 2018 2019 2020
Labour Court €3.10m €3.16m €3.16m
WRC €14.01m €14.95m €14.95m

05/03/2020WRX03800Enterprise Ireland

05/03/2020WRX03900455. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if Enterprise Ireland plans to merge its western and midlands regional structures into one new 
regional structure; if so, the reason for same; his views on whether this would reduce the impact 
of Enterprise Ireland in each region; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3247/20]

05/03/2020WRX04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland (EI) supports companies in urban and rural areas to start, innovate and remain 
competitive in international markets, now and into the future. In 2019, EI supported client com-
panies employed 221,895 people nationally. 

EI is committed to its Powering the Regions Plan, an overarching national plan underpinned 
by regional specific plans to grow and sustain jobs, and to expand the reach of the EI client base 
in every county and region in Ireland. The plan proposes six new national initiatives which aim 
to futureproof the regions through enhanced productivity and resilience, drive new entrepre-
neurship, develop urban centres of growth, support the expansion of scaling companies into the 
regions and attract foreign direct investment in the food sector.

EI currently has no plans to merge the Western and Midlands regional structures.

05/03/2020WRX04100Trade Missions

05/03/2020WRX04200456. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to have a trade and investment mission to Dubai in the first half of 2020; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [3503/20]

05/03/2020WRX04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I un-
derstand that Enterprise Ireland will propose to have a Ministerial led trade mission to Dubai 
later in the year in the context of Expo 2020 which is due to commence in October and run for 
a period of 6 months.

Details of the mission will be developed in the coming months.

05/03/2020WRX04400Enterprise Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRX04500457. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
way in which a person whose business has been affected by flooding applies for aid schemes; and 
if the scheme available to business owners is also available to agri-business owners. [3535/20]

05/03/2020WRX04600458. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
financial supports available for businesses that have been adversely impacted by recent flood-
ing. [3675/20]

05/03/2020WRX04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 457 and 458 together.

On Thursday 27th February 2020, I announced the opening of a Scheme to provide an emer-
gency humanitarian contribution to small businesses (including agri-businesses which comply 
with the qualifying criteria), community, voluntary and sporting bodies for damage caused by 
flooding arising from severe weather conditions during the week commencing 23rd February 
2020 and subsequent weeks.

Under a Memorandum of Understanding with my Department, the Irish Red Cross admin-
isters the Scheme on behalf of my Department. 

The scheme provides for a humanitarian support contribution towards the costs of returning 
small businesses (as defined up to 20 employees), sporting, voluntary and community premises 
to their pre-flood condition. This will include the replacement of flooring, fixtures and fittings 
and damaged stock where relevant. In the first instance, only those small businesses and bodies 
which could not secure flood damage insurance are eligible. Furthermore, the scheme will not 
provide a contribution to loss of earnings or loss of business goodwill.

The scheme contains two stages as follows:  

1.     The first stage will commence immediately and will provide a contribution of up to 
€5,000, depending on the scale of damage incurred. It is anticipated that this will meet the needs 
for the majority of those affected. The intention is to process payments as fast as possible. 

2.    In the event that the premises have incurred significant damages above €5,000, the sec-
ond stage will provide a means to seek further support. However, this will be a lengthier process 
requiring a detailed assessment by the Irish Red Cross.  The total level of support available for 
both stages combined will be capped at €20,000.

 Further information on the Scheme including eligibility criteria and application forms for 
support are available on the Irish Red Cross website by accessing the following link:

https://www.redcross.ie/national-news/humanitarian-flood-support-scheme/
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05/03/2020WRX04900Enterprise Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRX05000459. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
advisory support available from her Department and State agencies under her remit with respect 
to contingency planning for business interruptions from Covid-19. [3676/20]

05/03/2020WRX05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department is working on various supports and providing inputs on a range of contingencies 
and guidance in the event of business interruptions from COVID-19, including:

- dealing with possible business impacts, including on supply chains.  My Department and 
the development agencies, Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices are 
actively assessing and working with impacted firms, both in overseas markets and in manufac-
turing businesses here;

- updating advice to business on Continuity Planning which includes a practical checklist as 
well as links to relevant COVID-19 advice and this was published on my Department’s website 
and also promoted by business representative bodies to their members and will help companies 
to assess risk and consider preparatory actions to respond to the virus;

- engaging with business representative bodies, including the retail and grocery sector;

- supports for companies impacted particularly as regards access to short term working 
capital, including promoting the SBCI Working Capital scheme in place for Brexit, the Credit 
Guarantee Scheme and MicroFinance Ireland as immediate measures;

- supports that might be needed for firms and workers experiencing trading difficulties.

My Department is also engaged with the Department of Employment and Social Protec-
tion to ensure that our joint-Intreo and Development Agency First Responder approach in each 
region is ready to work with impacted firms, with the objective of avoiding mass lay-offs and 
buying time for firms to work through the short-term disruptions. 

With regards to advice to employers and employees, the Workplace Relations Commission 
has published a Covid-19: Guidance notice for employers and employees on its website.

05/03/2020WRX05200Personal Injuries Assessment Board

05/03/2020WRX05300460. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 754 of 6 September 2019, if the final year data requested for 
2019 will be provided. [3678/20]

05/03/2020WRX05400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
total number of claims received by the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and awards 
made, where consent to assessment has been given, are set out in Table 1.

The number of awards made, where consent to assessment has been given, by category is 
set out in Table 2.

Table 1: PIAB Claims received and Awards made 2011 to 2019

Year   Total claims 
received   

Total number of 
awards made*   

Accepted 
awards   

Rejected awards   
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Year   Total claims 
received   

Total number of 
awards made*   

Accepted 
awards   

Rejected awards   

2019 31,072 11,527 6110 5417
2018 33,371 12,112 6206 5906
2017 33,114 12,663 6788 5875
2016 34,056 12,966 7071 5895
2015 33,561 11,734 6716 5018
2014 31,576 12,420 7519 4901
2013 31,311 10,656 6476 4180
2012 29,603 10,136 6124 4012
2011 27,669 9,833 5875 3958
         

* Where consent to assessment was given

 Table 2: PIAB Awards by Category

Year   Total number of 
awards made*   

Motor   Public Liability   Employer Li-
ability   

Year   Total number of 
awards made*   

Motor   Public Liability   Employer Li-
ability   

2019 11,527 8,050 2009 1468
2018 12,112 8,529 2188 1395
2017 12,663 9,142 2305 1216
2016 12,966 9,564 2244 1158
2015 11,734 8,815 1995 924
2014 12,420 9,328 2151 941
2013 10,656 8,062 1768 826
2012 10,136 7,622 1707 807
2011 9,833 7,521 1482 830
           

* Where consent to assessment was given

05/03/2020WRX05500Job Creation Data

05/03/2020WRX05600461. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Enterprise Ireland supported jobs by county and in the case of Dublin by Dublin city, 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3679/20]

05/03/2020WRX05700462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Enterprise Ireland supported clients by county and in the case of Dublin by Dublin 
city, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3680/20]

05/03/2020WRX05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 461 and 462 together.
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2019 was another very strong year for job creation among Enterprise Ireland clients with 
almost 17,000 new jobs created. Almost 222,000 people are now employed by these State-
supported companies, the highest in the lifetime of the agency. Crucially, two-thirds of the new 
jobs are outside Dublin, and 65% of total employment is now in the regions.

A county breakdown of employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies and the 
number of client companies supported in 2018 and 2019 is presented in Table 1. A breakdown 
by Dublin County Borough is presented in Table 2.   

Table 1: Employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies (2018 and 2019)

By County Number of  clients 
supported in 2018 
and 2019

Total Jobs (2018) Total Jobs (2019) 

Carlow 85 3,221 3,257
Cavan 80 5,842 6,089
Clare 136 4,115 4,325
Cork 579 24,444 25,130
Donegal 129 3,993 4,236
Dublin 2,178 77,426 78,003
Galway 262 8,095 8,431
Kerry 122 4,833 4,828
Kildare 194 8,931 9,301
Kilkenny 114 4,549 4,832
Laois 52 1,543 1,769
Leitrim 22 607 610
Limerick 258 9,561 9,755
Longford 47 2,979 2,954
Louth 152 5,937 6,207
Mayo 117 4,714 5,037
Meath 165 7,393 7,687
Monaghan 106 5,626 5,749
Offaly 60 4,314 4,238
Roscommon 50 1,791 1,788
Sligo 71 1,917 2,013
Tipperary 122 5,945 6,225
Waterford 142 6,849 6,853
Westmeath 99 3,564 3,382
Wexford 118 4,714 4,926
Wicklow 156 4,283 4,270
Grand Total 5,616 217,186 221,895
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Table 2: Employment in Enterprise Ireland supported companies in Dublin (2018 and 
2019)

By Dublin Borough Number of clients 
supported in 2018 
and 2019

Total Jobs   (2018) Total Jobs (2019) 

Dublin City 1,146 39,544 39,898
Dublin Fingal 303 10,499 11,492
Dublin South County 370 14,788 15,007
Dun Laoghaire - 
Rathdown

359 12,595 11,606

Dublin Total 2,178 77,426 78,003

05/03/2020WRY00200Local Enterprise Offices Data

05/03/2020WRY00300463. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of local enterprise office supported clients by county and in the case of Dublin by Dub-
lin city, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3681/20]

05/03/2020WRY00400464. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of local enterprise office supported jobs by county and in the case of Dublin by Dublin 
city, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3682/20]

05/03/2020WRY00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 463 and 464 together.

The Local Enterprise Offices play a key role in our enterprise supports eco-system and make 
a significant contribution to boosting local economies across the country.  The Local Enterprise 
Offices are now supporting 38,535 jobs across 7,400 client companies.  

This is the sixth year of continuous employment growth for the Local Enterprise Offices 
since their inception in 2014 and as the table below illustrates the LEOs continue to be a suc-
cessful ‘First Stop Shop’ for entrepreneurs and micro-enterprises which are planning to start 
and grow their businesses. 

The following table shows the number of Clients and Jobs supported by the 31 Local Enter-
prise Offices across the country for the years 2018 and 2019.  

County LEO 2018 No.  of 
Clients

2018    Total 
Jobs

2019  No  of  
LEO clients

 2019 Total 
Jobs

Carlow Carlow 219 1153 217 1209
Cavan Cavan 202 1374 202 1456
Clare Clare 239 1270 239 1384
Cork Cork City 164 810 198 982
Cork Cork South 274 1393 266 1420
Cork Cork W / N 208 957 202 984
Donegal Donegal 214 1294 239 1331
Dublin Dublin City 394 1736 451 1959
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County LEO 2018 No.  of 
Clients

2018    Total 
Jobs

2019  No  of  
LEO clients

 2019 Total 
Jobs

Dublin DLR 292 1695 305 1785
Dublin Dublin Fin-

gal
223 1031 242 1085

Dublin Dublin South 303 1491 302 1600
Galway Galway 263 1116 280 1182
Kerry Kerry 263 1295 276 1352
Kildare Kildare 199 1239 212 1195
Kilkenny Kilkenny 210 1257 204 1128
Laois Laois 122 635 128 697
Leitrim Leitrim 161 437 161 458
Limerick Limerick 301 1926 301 1882
Longford Longford 254 1195 257 1270
Louth Louth 250 982 240 971
Mayo Mayo 234 1224 233 1327
Meath Meath 255 1255 273 1358
Monaghan Monaghan 152 1164 160 1188
Offaly Offaly 201 1063 211 1095
Roscommon Roscommon 172 857 172 897
Sligo Sligo 236 920 232 996
Tipperary Tipperary 258 1295 276 1379
Waterford Waterford 331 1447 329 1525
Westmeath Westmeath 225 1172 231 1269
Wexford Wexford 227 1308 221 1438
Wicklow Wicklow 118 675 140 733
 Totals 7164 36666 7400 38535
NOTE: The cumulative annual figures include gross jobs created in a given year less LEO 

client jobs transferred to Enterprise Ireland in that year.

05/03/2020WRY00700IDA Ireland Jobs Data

05/03/2020WRY00800465. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
level of IDA supported jobs by county at 31 December 2018 and 31 December 2019, respec-
tively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3683/20]

05/03/2020WRY00900466. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA Ireland jobs including the number of jobs created and lost in 2018 and 2019, by 
county as per the format presented in Parliamentary Question No. 147 of 18 January 2018 with 
data (details supplied). [3684/20]

05/03/2020WRY01000467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of persons in employment in IDA Ireland supported companies in regions (details 
supplied) in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3685/20]

05/03/2020WRY01100468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of persons in employment in IDA Ireland supported companies in the mid-east and 
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Dublin regions respectively in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [3686/20]

05/03/2020WRY01200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 465 to 468, inclusive, together.

Ireland continues to perform very strongly in terms of attracting foreign direct investment, 
FDI, and encouraging further investment from multinational companies will remain important 
to our future economic success. 

Total employment in the IDA’s client companies now stands at over 245,000, with nearly 
14,000 net new jobs added in 2019.  Every region in Ireland has seen FDI employment gains 
in recent years.  There are now over 138,000 people employed in 724 IDA client companies 
located outside of Dublin, with 57% of all net new FDI jobs created last year based in regional 
locations.

The tables provide a breakdown of jobs created by IDA supported companies in each county 
for 2019 and 2018 and the number of IDA jobs by county and region for 2018 and 2019.

Table A: Total jobs created by IDA Ireland-supported companies by county in 2019

New Jobs Cre-
ated (Gross   
Gains)

Additional Jobs  
Created (Net 
Change )

Total Jobs Number of 
Companies

Carlow 108 108 1,257 5
Cavan 57 53 1,153 8
Clare 413 222 7,146 67
Cork 2,525 1,434 40,671 184
Donegal 335 270 3,776 13
Dublin 12,626 8,499 106,466 825
Galway 1,546 853 21,071 88
Kerry 37 -81 2,176 18
Kildare 225 -29 8,872 30
Kilkenny 72 -65 655 8
Laois 16 10 121 4
Leitrim 44 39 948 5
Limerick 992 899 12,749 60
Longford 314 271 1,210 6
Louth 805 486 4,428 29
Mayo 205 108 4,941 17
Meath 309 250 1,904 19
Monaghan 16 6 318 7
Offaly 69 -21 1,192 11
Roscommon 130 102 1,288 10
Sligo 96 -37 2,268 26
North Tipperary 12 12 216 3
South Tipperary 161 91 3,624 8
Waterford 238 121 7,138 36
Westmeath 255 235 3,686 22
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New Jobs Cre-
ated (Gross   
Gains)

Additional Jobs  
Created (Net 
Change )

Total Jobs Number of 
Companies

Wexford 94 23 3,163 21
Wicklow 144 8 2,659 19
Grand Total 21,844 13,867 245,096 1,549

Table B: Total jobs created by IDA Ireland-supported companies by county in 2018

New Jobs Cre-
ated (Gross   
Gains)

Additional Jobs 
Created (Net 
Change)

Total Jobs Number of 
Companies

Carlow 283 274 1,149 5
Cavan 16 -55 1,100 7
Clare 497 -82 6,924 67
Cork 3,600 2,387 39,237 187
Donegal 211 106 3,506 13
Dublin 12,917 7,219 97,967 819
Galway 2,241 1,687 20,218 88
Kerry 138 70 2,257 17
Kildare 793 395 8,901 31
Kilkenny 45 3 720 7
Laois 4 -9 111 3
Leitrim 26 25 909 5
Limerick 1,491 1,216 11,850 60
Longford 210 194 939 7
Louth 293 91 3,942 30
Mayo 436 349 4,833 16
Meath 191 118 1,654 19
Monaghan 163 162 312 7
Offaly 59 46 1,213 11
Roscommon 126 47 1,186 10
Sligo 202 42 2,305 25
North Tipperary 99 -131 204 3
South Tipperary 214 203 3,533 8
Waterford 476 381 7,017 36
Westmeath 469 439 3,451 22
Wexford 172 153 3,140 20
Wicklow 416 393 2,651 19
Total 25,788 15,723 231,229 1,542



Questions - Written Answers

278

Table C: Total employment in IDA Ireland-supported companies by region in 2018 
and 2019.

   Region      2018      2019   
Dublin 97,967 106,466
Mid-East 13,206 13,435
Mid-West 18,978 20,111
Midlands 5,714 6,209
North-East 5,354 5,899
North-West 6,720 6,992
South-East 15,559 15,837
South-West 41,494 42,847
West 26,237 27,300
Total 231,229 245,096
Table D: Total employment in IDA Ireland-supported companies by county in 2018 

and 2019.

County 2018 2019 
Carlow            1,149              1,257 
Cavan            1,100              1,153 
Clare            6,924              7,146 
Cork          39,237            40,671 
Donegal            3,506              3,776 
Dublin          97,967          106,466 
Galway          20,218            21,071 
Kerry            2,257              2,176 
Kildare            8,901              8,872 
Kilkenny              720                655 
Laois              111                121 
Leitrim              909                948 
Limerick          11,850            12,749 
Longford              939              1,210 
Louth            3,942              4,428 
Mayo            4,833              4,941 
Meath            1,654              1,904 
Monaghan                312                318 
Offaly            1,213              1,192 
Roscommon            1,186              1,288 
Sligo            2,305              2,268 
Tipperary North Riding              204                216 
Tipperary South Riding            3,533              3,624 
Waterford            7,017              7,138 
Westmeath            3,451              3,686 
Wexford            3,140              3,163 
Wicklow            2,651              2,659 
Total       231,229          245,096 
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Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 448.

05/03/2020WRY01700IDA Ireland Data

05/03/2020WRY01800470. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA site visits by county in each quarter of 2019; the percentage of visits in each 
county as a percentage of the number of visits nationally in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3688/20]

05/03/2020WRY01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland’s performance in 2019 represented a record year of growth under the agency’s strategy 
for the 2015-2019 period. 

By the end of last year, total employment in the agency’s client companies stood at over 
245,000 people. Every region in Ireland has seen foreign direct investment-driven employment 
gains. There are now over 138,000 people employed across 724 firms in IDA client companies 
located outside of Dublin, which represents 57% of all IDA client-supported jobs.  

I am determined, together with the IDA, to see this trend continue and we will be doing 
everything possible in 2020 to encourage more firms to invest further in the regions.

When it comes to foreign direct investment, FDI, site visits do represent a valuable tool 
through which investors can be encouraged to invest in regional areas. However, as I have said 
before, site visit activity does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant per-
centage of all new FDI comes from existing IDA client companies. 

The table below details the number of IDA site visits per county for all four quarters of 2019 
and the percentage of the total national number that these visits represent. 

County      Q1    
2019   

   Q2    
2019   

   Q3    
2019   

   Q4    
2019   

   Total    
2019   

   % total    
site visits 
in 2019   

Carlow 3 3 1 2 9 1.3%
Cavan   1 3 2 1 7 1%
Clare 5 12 3 8 28 4%
Cork   17 23 15 13 68 9.8%
Donegal   1 1 4 6 12 1.7%
Dublin 56 90 70 68 284 41%
Galway   9 17 9 11 46 6.6%
Kerry 0 2 2 1 5 0.7%
Kildare 3 1 4 6 14 2%
Kilkenny 5 2 5 1 13 1.9%
Laois 2 1 2 0 5 0.7%
Leitrim   0 1 1 0 2 0.3%
Limerick 12 22 9 14 57 8.1%
Longford 0 1 1 1 3 0.4%
Louth   10 9 13 8 40 5.7%
Mayo   2 0 1 0 3 0.4%
Meath   1 1 1 1 4 0.6%
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County      Q1    
2019   

   Q2    
2019   

   Q3    
2019   

   Q4    
2019   

   Total    
2019   

   % total    
site visits 
in 2019   

Monaghan   1 1 2 0 4 0.6%
Offaly 1 1 2 1 5 0.7%
Roscom-
mon

0 1 1 1 3 0.4%

Sligo   8 9 7 5 29 4%
Tipperary 3 2 1 1 7 1%
Waterford 8 3 5 2 18 2.5%
Westmeath  6 5 5 6 22 3.1%
Wexford 1 1 2 2 6 0.9%
Wicklow 4 1 1 0 6 0.9%
Total 159 213 169 159 700 100%

05/03/2020WRY02000Departmental Expenditure

05/03/2020WRY02100471. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
funding allocated in 2020 to each specific State agency under her aegis by current and capital 
funding in tabular form. [3689/20]

05/03/2020WRY02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
following table details the funding allocated in 2020 to each State agency under the aegis of 
my Department by current, capital and total allocation as set out in the 2020 Revised Estimates 
Volume.  

 Subhead - Agency  €,000  €,000  €,000
  Current  Capital  Total
 A.4 - INTER-
TRADE IRELAND

 2,497  7,695  10,192

 A.5 - IDA IRE-
LAND

 53,177  136,000  189,177

 A.6 - NSAI (Nation-
al Standards Author-
ity of Ireland)

 6,790  500  7,290

 ENTERPRISE IRE-
LAND

   

 A.7 - ENTERPRISE 
IRELAND

 89,538  65,750  155,288

 B.4 - ENTERPRISE 
IRELAND

 4,794  122,000  126,794

 B.9 - DISRUPTIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES 
INNOVATION 
FUND*

 0  30,000  30,000

 Enterprise Ireland 
Total

 94,332  217,750  312,082
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 Subhead - Agency  €,000  €,000  €,000
  Current  Capital  Total
 A.8 - LOCAL EN-
TERPRISE DEVEL-
OPMENT

 10,681  27,500  38,181

 SCIENCE FOUN-
DATION IRELAND

   

 B.4 - SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION 
IRELAND

 12,645  178,486  191,131

 B.5 - SFI PhD Pro-
gramme**

 0  15,500  15,500

 Science Foundation 
Ireland Total

 12,645  193,986  206,631

    
 C.5 - HEALTH & 
SAFETY AUTHOR-
ITY 

 20,502  0  20,502

 C.8 - COMPE-
TITION AND 
CONSUMER 
PROTECTION 
COMMISSION

 13,836  0  13,836

 C.9 - PERSONAL 
INJURIES ASSESS-
MENT BOARD

 246  0  246

 C.12 - IRISH 
AUDITING & AC-
COUNTING SU-
PERVISORY AU-
THORITY  

 1,942  0  1,942

Further to the allocation above, the table below sets out the additional Capital monies being 
provided to the following State agencies arising from the carryover of unspent 2019 Capital 
monies into 2020;

 Subhead  Title  Amount of Carryover al-
located(€,000) 

 A7  Enterprise Ireland  23,500 
 A8  Local Enterprise Develop-

ment 
 6,000 

 B4  Science Foundation Ireland  4,925
 B9  Disruptive Technology In-

novation Fund*
 2,800

*Administered on behalf of the Department by Enterprise Ireland

**Administered on behalf of the Department by Science Foundation Ireland 

05/03/2020WRY02300Work Permits Data
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05/03/2020WRY02400472. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications for work permits received in each month over the past six months; and 
the number of applications that remained to be processed at the end of each month from Sep-
tember 2019 to February 2020, in tabular form. [3690/20]

05/03/2020WRY02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
officials inform me that 2019 saw an 11-year high in applications for employment permits with 
a total of 18,940 applications received, a 13% increase over 2018.   At the same time there was 
also an 11 year high in the amount of decisions made on applications with a total of 18,655 
decisions, a 22% increase on 2018.

Up to week commencing 9 December the number of applications in the processing queue 
stood at 2,238, a 16% reduction in the processing queue from year end 2018 (2,620). However, 
there was then a 45% spike in applications during the last two weeks of December (compared to 
December 2018) as applicants anticipated changes to Employment Permit Regulations coming 
into effect from 1 January 2020, which increased the number of applications in the process-
ing queue to 2,988.  January 2020 has seen the increase in applications received continue with 
1,626 applications for the month.  This represents a 39% increase compared with January 2019.

Over the course of 2019 and into 2020, my officials have introduced a number of opera-
tional changes, streamlined processes and implemented ICT solutions and additional staffing 
resources have been assigned to the section.  As a result of these changes, the processing queue 
has now begun to reduce.

An independent Business Process Review (BPR) of the work of the Employment Permits 
Section of my Department has been carried out to identify further efficiencies that can be imple-
mented in the short term and as a first step in the development of a new IT processing system 
during 2020 which will take advantage of all the new technologies available, including full 
digitisation.  

The Department’s officials have been proactively engaging with customers to notify them of 
current processing timelines through email, meetings and regular updates on the Employment 
Permits section of the DBEI website.

The statistics requested by the Deputy are set out in the attached document.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq472-05-03-20_en.docx”>Work Permit Application Statistics</a>]

05/03/2020WRY02600Brexit Data

05/03/2020WRY02700473. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applicants and participants in Brexit schemes and supports provided by her Depart-
ment or agencies under her remit in tabular form; and the amount allocated and expended to 
each such scheme in each year since being established. [3691/20]

05/03/2020WRY02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Brexit remains a top priority and my Department and its agencies have put in place a broad 
suite of schemes, supports and advisory resources to encourage and help businesses to prepare 
for the end of the Brexit transition period.

Brexit has been and will remain central to my decision-making in the allocation of my De-
partments budget. I secured for my Department an additional €15m Current and €63 million 
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capital funding in Budget 2019 and a further €9 million in current funding and €12 million in 
capital funding in Budget 2020. These resources have allowed me to increase allocations across 
the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), Enterprise Ireland (EI), and InterTradeIreland (ITI) to 
establish and continue to fund Brexit-related schemes and provide services. Furthermore, €6.4 
million of the increase to my Department’s current budget in 2020 will allow for additional 
resources to be provided to the Department’s regulatory bodies and its enterprise agencies to 
continue to prepare for a post-Brexit environment, in whatever form it may take, by expanding 
and further developing the suite of available supports.

My Department’s funding allocation to the LEOs has been increased from €33 million in 
2018 to €38.2 million in 2020. This increase is being used to support micro-enterprises in be-
coming more competitive and better able to cope with the changing environment in which they 
are operating. The LEOs are active across all counties and are working with enterprises across 
a broad range of sectors to ensure that they are informed about Brexit and have plans in place 
to manage new trading relationships on the island and with the UK more generally. To date, 
there have been 7,040 participants at LEO Brexit Information Events and 1,381 mentoring 
participants focused solely on Brexit. There have also been 1,720 participants in the customs 
training programme that the LEOs have rolled out for all businesses, exporters and importers, 
in conjunction with EI. 

My Department’s funding allocation to EI has been increased from €273 million in 2018 to 
€282 million in 2020. Whilst these increases are not focused solely on Brexit, they are mainly 
provided to assist the enterprise agencies in their responses to the challenges posed by the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU. For example, I was pleased to announce an additional capital allo-
cation of €2.75 million to EI in 2019 to start developing regional innovation and technology 
clusters with Institutes of Technology right across the country, positioning them as drivers of 
world-class start-ups and growth enterprises and helping businesses adjust to market changes, 
which includes Brexit.  

Funding to EI also supports the organisation in the provision of Brexit-specific supports 
such as: the running of Brexit Advisory Clinics, at which there has been over 1,200 attendees to 
date; the EI Brexit Act On Programme, which is a support funding the engagement of a consul-
tant to devise a report with recommendations to help clients address weaknesses and improve 
resilience, and 359 Act On Plans have been completed to date; and the Enterprise Ireland Clear 
Customs Grant, to which there has been 250 applications made to date to access financial sup-
port through the scheme.

The funding allocation to InterTradeIreland by my Department increased by €1 million in 
2019 and by a further €1m in 2020 to enable the organisation to engage with more of the com-
panies seeking its support through the Brexit Advisory Service. 5,416 SMEs directly engaged 
with the ITI Brexit Advisory Service in 2019 and this is in addition to the 4,175 engagements 
in 2018. 

ITI also supports businesses through Brexit Planning Vouchers, worth up to €2,250. These 
vouchers enable businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan and prepare for the 
UK’s withdrawal from the EU and on specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, 
regulatory and customs issues and movement of labour, goods and services.  To date 1,837 of 
such vouchers have been approved. Furthermore, in March 2019, ITI launched a Brexit Imple-
mentation Voucher, which provides financial support up to €5,625 with ITI paying 50% of total 
expenditure. This allows businesses to implement critical changes making them better prepared 
to deal with a new trading relationship. To date 44 such vouchers have been approved.

To enable retailers to increase their customer base and build a more resilient business, I also 
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introduced a new pilot Online Retail Scheme in 2018 administered by EI. The Scheme, with 
a fund of up to €1.25m over two Calls, provided funding to 40 retailers across Ireland, with 
grants of between €10,000 and €25,000 on a 50 per cent match fund basis. This scheme fol-
lows through on my commitment to increase the scale and internationalisation of indigenous 
enterprise; increase productivity in high-employment sectors; and encourage Brexit readiness. 
The Pilot Online Retail Scheme concluded in 2019 and my Department and EI will review its 
effectiveness.  

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched at the end of March 2018, using a combination of 
Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, it leverages up to €300 million of lending at a maximum 
interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million – €14 million provided by my Depart-
ment and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. To date 889 
applications have been approved for eligibility and 236 loans have been progressed to sanction 
at bank level to a value of €49.57 million. To date there have been 173 repeat eligibility ap-
plications. 

The Future Growth Loan Scheme opened for applications through the SBCI in April of 
2019. The scheme provides a longer-term facility, 8 to 10 years, and using a combination of 
Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, it leverages up to €300 million to support strategic capi-
tal investment for a post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates. This scheme is 
jointly funded by my Department (€37.2 million) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine (€24.8 million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million. To date 2,980 appli-
cations have been approved for eligibility and 1,010 have been progressed to sanction at bank 
level to a value of €207.95 million. 

Furthermore, in the event that there is no trade agreement at the end of the transition period, 
the Brexit contingency provision in Budget 2020 will enable my Department, in conjunction 
with its enterprise agencies, to ensure that a range of targeted supports are available to vulner-
able-but-viable businesses to survive the initial shock of a ‘no deal’ and also to enable them to 
successfully transition so that they can operate in the post Brexit environment. 

If there is no agreement, €220 million will be made available immediately. Of this, €110 
million will be made available to my Department to help vulnerable-but-viable businesses. 
Supports will include: 

- €45m Transition Fund  

- €42m Rescue and Restructuring Fund  

- €8m Transformation Fund for Food and Non-Food businesses 

- €5m extra for Micro Finance Ireland 

- €5m for a Local Enterprise Offices Emergency Brexit Fund 

- €2m extra for InterTradeIreland 

- €3m extra for Regulatory Bodies 

- €40m will be available, if necessary, to support Tourism. 

€110m will be provided through the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to 
support our beef sector and food companies: €85 million will be provided for beef farm enter-
prises; €14 million for fisheries enterprises; €6 million for other livestock farms and mushroom 
enterprises; and €5 million for the food and drinks processing industry. 
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The first table attached sets out the uptake of Brexit preparedness supports available through 
my Department and its agencies as at 14 February 2020 (unless otherwise indicated).

The second table attached sets out the respective Voted budget allocations to ITI, EI, IDA 
and the LEOs between 2018 and 2020, and the cost/expenditure of the supports in so far as they 
are currently available.

The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, Allocation and Expenditure 
for Brexit Related Supports

Budget Allocations Across Enterprise Development Agencies

 - 2018 (€’000) 2019 (€’000) 2020 (€’000)
IDA 180,780 193,670 189,177
Enterprise Ireland* 272,998 279,818 282,082
InterTradeIreland 8,125 9,145 10,192
Local Enterprise Of-
fices

32,931 37,931 38,181

The budget for the Disruptive Technology Fund is not included in these figure

Expenditure/Cost per Scheme

   Scheme   Expenditure/Cost
Brexit Loan Scheme The scheme will cost the Exchequer €23m 

(€14 million provided by the Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and 
€9m provided by Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine).

Future Growth Loan Scheme The scheme will cost the Exchequer €62m 
(€37 million from the Department of Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation and €25m 
from the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.).

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant €481,803 to 13/01/2020
Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new 
markets

€1,768,890 to 13/01/2020

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track access to innovation 
funding

€2,053,152 to 13/01/2020

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics €284,233 to 13/01/2020
Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding   the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience.

€686,000 to 06/01/2020

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period.

€1,698,104 to 13/01/2020 - (Since June 
2016-2019 to date)

Enterprise Ireland Clear Customs €262,500 to 13/01/2020
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   Scheme   Expenditure/Cost
Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant   for Micro Export - an incen-
tive for LEO clients to explore and develop 
new market opportunities

2018 Expenditure - €560,2751st Jan to 30th 
September 2019 Expenditure - €432,458

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

2018 Expenditure - €951,1291st Jan to 30th 
September 2019 Expenditure - €585,110

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring There isn’t a specific budget allocation for 
LEO Brexit mentoring. It is included in the 
LEOs overall Measure 2 allocation. 

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

2018 Expenditure - €128,6011st Jan to 30th 
September 2019 Expenditure - €178,423

The Local Enterprise Office ‘Prepare Your 
Business for Customs’ workshops are run 
regionally and help businesses understand 
the key customs concepts, documentation 
and processes required to succeed in a post 
Brexit world.

2018 Expendituren/a1 Jan to 31st March 
2019 Expenditure - €24,600

InterTradeIreland provides a range of Brexit 
supports and advice through its Brexit Advi-
sory Service.  InterTradeIreland also offers 
two Brexit Vouchers. The first of these is 
a Brexit Planning voucher which provides 
100% financial support towards profession-
al advice to help Businesses identify Brexit 
exposures and to plan. The second is a 
Brexit Implementation voucher, which pro-
vides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 
to allow businesses to implement critical 
changes, making them better prepared to 
deal with a new trading relationship post-
Brexit. InterTradeIreland pays 50% of 
the cost of this voucher. As well support 
through voucher funding, the Brexit Advi-
sory Service also offer a tailor-made on-line 
learning tool, a tariff checker, glossary of 
key Brexit terminology, research, network-
ing and information events.

Expenditure to date in 2019: £2.05m (pre-
liminary figure).Expenditure in 2018: 
£0.9m.

Pilot Online Retail Scheme administered by 
Enterprise Ireland

Under the first competitive call of the new 
€1.25m pilot Online Retail Scheme to sup-
port retail businesses to strengthen their 
online offering, 11 retailers were awarded 
funding totalling €235,084, in March 2019. 
A second call of the Scheme opened on 19th 
June with the remainder of the fund avail-
able and closed on 31st July 2019.
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Brexit preparedness supports - uptake of available schemes

Scheme Uptake at 14 February (except where other-
wise noted)

Brexit Loan Scheme 988 applications received, 889 approved by 
SBCI, 236 loans progressed to sanction at 
bank level to a value of €49.57 million.  Of 
the approved applications to date, 173 were 
reapplications as eligibility expires after six 
months.(At 21 February)

Future Growth Loan Scheme 3,109 applications received, 2,980 approved 
by SBCI, 1,010 loans progressed to sanction 
at bank level. Total value of loans sanc-
tioned was €207.95 million.  (At 21 Febru-
ary)

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - online 
platform for Irish companies to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit 

7,084 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 1,816 LEO clients have completed 
the scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 245 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new 
markets

236 companies have been approved under 
this initiative

Enterprise Ireland Prepare to Export Score-
card 

6,686 Prepare to Export Scorecards have 
been completed

Enterprise Ireland Customs Insights Online 
Course

1,985 Customs Insights Course participants

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track access to innovation 
funding

97 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been run 
with over 1,200 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

359 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

1,105 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been approved

Enterprise Ireland Clear Customs Grant 250 applications have been made to access 
financial support through the scheme

Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant for Micro Export - an incentive 
for LEO clients to explore and develop new 
market opportunities

937 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant
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Scheme Uptake at 14 February (except where other-
wise noted)

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

499 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme  

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 1,381 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit  

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

7,040 participants at the Brexit Information 
events  

Customs Training Participants 1,720 participants attended Customs Train-
ing

InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service 179 SMEs have directly engaged with the 
Brexit Advisory Service in 2020. This is in 
addition to the 5,416 engagements in 2019 
and 4,175 in 2018.

InterTradeIreland Brexit Planning Vouchers There have been 2,131 applications, with 
1,837 approved and 13 still pending assess-
ment. 

InterTradeIreland Brexit Implementation 
Vouchers

There have been 62 applications, with 44 
approved.

05/03/2020WRY02900National Development Plan Funding

05/03/2020WRY03000474. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
funding to be allocated to the disruptive technologies innovation fund over the lifetime of the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027; the amount allocated in each year over the 2018 to 
2020 period to the fund; the funding allocated for approved projects in 2018 and 2019; and the 
amount issued in payments to date in tabular form. [3692/20]

05/03/2020WRY03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund, DTIF, is a €500 million National Development 
Plan fund established under Project Ireland 2040 which will run from 2018 to 2027. The fund 
forms a key part of the delivery of the pillar 1 goal of Future Jobs Ireland to embrace innovation 
and technological change. Funding is available for collaborative projects seeking investment in 
the development and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a 
commercial basis, targeted at tackling national and global challenges.

In February 2018, the Government committed an initial tranche of €180 million (of the total 
€500 million) to the DTIF, with funding to be allocated each year from 2019 to 2022, as fol-
lows:  

Year           DTIF           
2019 €20m* 
2020 €30m* 
2021 €40m 
2022 €90m 
*Some funds will carry over from 2019 to 2020 based on sanction from the Department of 

Public Expenditure and Reform.
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The DTIF was launched in 2018 and under the first call, my Department received over 
300 applications. Following a competitive selection process involving international experts, 
27 successful projects were approved for funding in December 2018.  The second call in 2019 
resulted in a further 16 projects approved for funding. All of these projects are collaborative 
with multiple partners including SMEs, large companies, multinationals and research perform-
ing organisations (RPOs) such as our colleges and universities. In total, 159 organisations 
are involved in these collaborative projects.

As each project funded is a multi-year project of up to three years, the capital allocated to 
projects to date is reflective of this. A total of €140 million has been allocated to 43 projects 
under the first two calls (27 projects with a commitment of €75 million under call 1 and 16 
projects with a commitment of €65 million under call 2).

As of end February 2020, Enterprise Ireland, who administer the Fund on my behalf, had 
issued payments of just over €15.4 million to project partners. A number of additional payments 
are in train, awaiting documentation from project partners before the funds can be released. 
Payments relating to both call 1 and call 2 projects will continue to issue throughout 2020 and 
subsequent years.

05/03/2020WRY03200Brexit Supports

05/03/2020WRY03300475. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the uptake of all Brexit related supports under the remit of her Department in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3699/20]

05/03/2020WRY03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Brexit remains a top priority and my Department and its agencies have put in place a broad 
suite of schemes, supports and advisory resources to encourage and help businesses to prepare 
for the end of the Brexit transition period.

The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are active across all counties and are working with 
enterprises across a broad range of sectors to ensure that they are informed about Brexit and 
have plans in place to manage new trading relationships on the island and with the UK more 
generally. To date, there have been 7,040 participants at LEO Brexit Information Events and 
1,381 mentoring participants focused solely on Brexit. There have also been 1,720 participants 
in the customs training programme that the LEOs have rolled out for all businesses, exporters 
and importers, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland. 

Enterprise Ireland (EI) is also providing Brexit-specific supports such as: the running of 
Brexit advisory clinics, at which there has been over 1,200 attendees to date; the EI Brexit “Act 
On Programme” which is a support funding the engagement of a consultant to devise a report 
with recommendations to help clients address weaknesses and improve resilience, and 359 
“Act on” Plans have been completed to date; and the Enterprise Ireland Clear Customs Grant, 
to which there has been 250 applications made to date to access financial support through the 
scheme.

InterTradeIreland (ITI) has a focus on cross border trade in Ireland and provides a number 
of Brexit supports, including a Brexit advisory service. 5,416 SMEs directly engaged with the 
Brexit Advisory Service in 2019 and this is in addition to the 4,175 engagements in 2018. 

ITI also supports businesses through Brexit planning vouchers, worth up to €2,250. These 
vouchers enable businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan and prepare for the 
UK’s withdrawal from the European Union and advice on specific areas such as tariffs, cur-
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rency management, regulatory and customs issues and movement of labour, goods and services.  
To date 1,837 of such vouchers have been approved. Furthermore, in March 2019, ITI launched 
a Brexit implementation voucher, which provides financial support up to €5,625 with ITI pay-
ing 50% of total expenditure. This allows businesses to implement critical changes making 
them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship. To date 44 such vouchers have 
been approved.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched at the end of March 2018, using a combination of 
Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, it leverages up to €300 million of lending at a maximum 
interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million – €14 million provided by my Depart-
ment and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. To date 889 
applications have been approved for eligibility and 236 loans have been progressed to sanction 
at bank level to a value of €49.57 million. To date there have been 173 repeat eligibility ap-
plications. 

The Future Growth Loan Scheme opened for applications through the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland in April of 2019. The scheme provides a longer-term facility, 8 to 10 
years, and using a combination of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, it leverages up to €300m 
to support strategic capital investment for a post-Brexit environment by business at competi-
tive rates. To date 2,980 applications have been approved for eligibility and 1,010 have been 
progressed to sanction at bank level to a value of €207.95 million. 

The table below sets out the update of Brexit preparedness supports available through my 
Department and its agencies as of March 2020 (unless otherwise indicated).

   Brexit preparedness supports - uptake of available schemes

Scheme   Uptake at 14 February (except where other-
wise noted)   

Brexit Loan Scheme 988 applications received, 889 approved 
by SBCI (of which 173 are repeat applica-
tions), 236 loans progressed to sanction 
at bank level to a value of €49.57 mil-
lion.  Of the approved applications to date, 
173 were reapplications as   eligibility 
expires after six months.(At 21 February)

Future Growth Loan Scheme 3,109 applications received, 2,980 approved 
by SBCI, 1,010 loans progressed to sanction 
at bank level. Total value of loans sanc-
tioned was €207.95 million.  (At 21 Febru-
ary)

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - on-
line platform for Irish companies to self-
assesstheir exposure to Brexit 

7,084 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 1,816 LEO clients have completed 
the scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 245 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new 
markets

236 companies have been approved under 
this initiative

Enterprise Ireland Prepare to Export Score-
card   

6,686 Prepare to Export Scorecards have 
been completed
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Scheme   Uptake at 14 February (except where other-
wise noted)   

Enterprise Ireland Customs Insights Online 
Course

1,985 Customs Insights Course participants

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund 
- Gives rapid fast-track access to innova-
tion funding

97 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been 
run with over 1,200 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients ad-
dress weaknesses and improve resilience

359 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire 
a strategic consultant for a set period

1,105 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been approved

Enterprise Ireland Clear Customs Grant 250 applications have been made to access 
financial support through the scheme

Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant for Micro Export - an incentive   
for LEO clients to explore and develop new 
market opportunities

937 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
incollaboration between the EI Lean depart-
ment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

499 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme 

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 1,381 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit 

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

7,040 participants at the Brexit Information 
events  

Customs Training Participants 1,720 participants attended Customs Train-
ing

InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service 179 SMEs have directly engaged with the 
Brexit Advisory Service in 2020. This is in 
addition to the 5,416 engagements in 2019 
and 4,175 in 2018.

InterTradeIreland Brexit Planning Vouchers There have been 2,131 applications, 
with 1,837 approved and 13 still pending 
assessment. 

InterTradeIreland Brexit Implementation 
Vouchers

There have been 62 applications, with 44 
approved.

05/03/2020WRY03500Work Permits Applications

05/03/2020WRY03600476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if consideration will be given to offering a work permit in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3804/20]
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05/03/2020WRY03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require a valid employment permit or relevant 
immigration permission from the Minister for Justice and Equality which allows them to reside 
and work in the State without the requirement for an employment permit.  

A non-EEA national who has been granted permission to remain in the State by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality as a registered student is permitted to work 20 hours a week dur-
ing term time and 40 hours a week during holiday periods.  Queries relating to this permission 
should be addressed to the Department of Justice and Equality.

There does not appear to be a current employment permit application for the named per-
son (details supplied).  An application for an employment permit by the named person will be 
considered should such an application be made, subject to the application fulfilling all relevant 
criteria.  

In order to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job 
offer for an eligible occupation from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employ-
ment-Permits/.

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of infor-
mation including various checklist documents, a “User Guide” to our online application system 
and a comprehensive FAQ document which answers the most common queries received regard-
ing employment permits.  All this information can be found in the Employment Permit section 
of my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie.

05/03/2020WRY03800Departmental Data

05/03/2020WRY03900477. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of supplier invoices and the value of each which were processed for payment 
by each Department and State body in each of the years 2013 to 2019. [3841/20]

05/03/2020WRY04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 - SI 580 
of 2012 gives legal effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in commercial transactions. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
exceed 30 days). Failure to do so incurs the automatic payment of interest and compensation.   

To promote compliance with the legislation, Government Departments and relevant public 
sector bodies are required to publish on their respective websites, their quarterly payment per-
formance reports. Individual Government Departments are also required to publish the quar-
terly composite reports covering the bodies under their aegis.

Since 2013, my Department has been collating and publishing the composite quarterly re-
turns by Central Government Departments of payments made to their suppliers.  This informa-
tion which has been supplied by each Department relates to payments made to suppliers within 
15 days and within 30 days.  

The figures included in the table below have been calculated based on the values provided 
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to my Department by Government Departments as part of the 15-day prompt payment require-
ments.

Table 1 provides the value of payments which were processed by each Department from 
2013 to 2019.  It also includes the value of payments processed by the bodies under the aegis 
of my Department in the period from 2013 to 2019. It should be noted that there have been 
changes in Department configurations over this period.

Table 2 provides the numbers of payments that were processed by each Department from 
2013 to 2019. It also includes the number of invoices processed by the bodies under the aegis 
of my Department in the period from 2013 – 2019.

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000 €000
Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine (previously 
Agriculture,   Fisheries 
and Food)

104,055 115,480 134,183 168,223 154,878 205,075 220,501

Arts, Heritage and 
Gaeltacht Affairs

41,844 36,859 40,059 11,460 62,192   

Arts, Heritage, Region-
al, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs

   47,402    

Business, Enterprise & 
Innovation (previously 
Jobs,   Enterprise and 
Innovation)

78,923 28,059 40,707 42,217 25,462 14,444 14,543

Children & Youth Af-
fairs

82,820 31,386 10,622 12,236 13,509 9,755 9,151

Communications, 
Climate Action and 
Environment

     25,483 26,697

Communications, 
Energy and Natural 
Resources

15,707 30,879 60,241 3,241    

Communications, 
Climate Change and 
Natural Resources

   20,192 34,753   

Culture, Heritage & the 
Gaeltacht 

     57,309 66,340

Defence 130,630 162,394 184,735 194,163 191,259 209,562 234,999
Education & Skills 326,028 372,601 381,249 388,845 350,248 362,005 510,093
Environment, Commu-
nity and Local Govern-
ment

16,081 16,260 17,493 1,551    

Employment Affairs & 
Social Protection

346,116 343,329 277,475 298,381 315,419 377,596 344,635

Finance 10,453 7,991 9,318 7,181 8,988 5,786 4,920
Foreign Affairs & 
Trade

29,627 28,630 32,035 38,019 34,959 40,467 44,478

Health 5,433 4,668 4,823 5,713 7,663 10,641 20,138
Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local 
Government

   8,099 12,592 31,047 34,063

Justice & Equality 117,224 135,659 143,200 149,596 160,457 178,969 240,823
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Public Expenditure & 
Reform

6,026 7,638 11,438 14,020 20,118 20,859 22,849

Rural & Community 
Development

     31,821 30,734

Taoiseach 7,417 7,161 8,303 7,433 7,870 29,993 8,067
Transport, Tourism & 
Sport

1,795,094 1,807,581 1,722,723 1,854,372 1,849,599 2,098,980 2,369,197

        
Bodies under the aegis 
of   DBEI

       

Enterprise Ireland 31,724 31,877 39,736 32,527 32,797 36,103 38,074
Forfas 7,510 971      
Health & Safety Au-
thority

6,600 6,418 7,328 7,013 7,583 6,593 7,550

Industrial Develop-
ment Agency

34,569 67,645 48,900 53,201 64,607 68,377 108,134

Irish Auditing & Ac-
counting Supervisory 
Authority

994 906 699 812 989 1,279 1,052

Labour Relations Com-
mission

544 462 272     

National Consumer 
Authority

5,160 2,405      

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

7,145 7,229 11,241 10,519 8,879 10,281 9,965

Personal Injuries As-
sessment Board

14,003 15,589 16,358 17,285 19,001 16,871 16,523

Science Foundation 
Ireland

4,041 4,464 4,525 6,296 6,573 6,105 14,479

Shannon Development 21,771 7,061      
The Competition & 
Consumer Protection 
Commission

 858 4,148 3,404 4,090 3,997 5,182

The Competition Au-
thority

601 676      

The Equality tribunal  84 32     

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 Number of 

payments
Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Agricul-
ture, Food 
and the 
Marine 
(previously 
Agricul-
ture,   Fish-
eries and 
Food)

24,842 23,648 25,405 25,620 27,328 26,961 25,870

Arts, Heri-
tage and 
Gaeltacht 
Affairs

14,003 13,869 13,143     



5 March 2020

295

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 Number of 

payments
Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Arts, 
Heritage, 
Regional, 
Rural and 
Gaeltacht 
Affairs

   12,240 9,203   

Business, 
Enterprise 
& Innova-
tion (previ-
ously Jobs,   
Enterprise 
and Inno-
vation)

6,889 6,167 6,976 6,904 7,038 7,245 7,336

Children 
& Youth 
Affairs

2,016 1,322 1,687 1,874 2,049 1,942 1,628

Commu-
nications, 
Climate 
Action and 
Environ-
ment

     5,697 5681

Commu-
nications, 
Energy and 
Natural 
Resources

3,981 4,359 9,658     

Commu-
nications, 
Climate 
Change 
and Natural 
Resources

   3,635 5,469   

Culture, 
Heritage & 
the Gael-
tacht 

     12,799 15,845

Defence 36,962 36,496 37,197 36,762 34,050 34,650 32,817
Education 
& Skills

14,052 11,874 12,799 11,738 11,145 12,090 13,613

Environ-
ment, 
Commu-
nity and 
Local Gov-
ernment

6,274 4,883 4,405     

Employ-
ment 
Affairs 
& Social 
Protection

19,581 16,587 15,954 15.438 14,733 13,279 12,270

Finance 4,373 2,968 2,921 2,889 3,004 3,129 3,035
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 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 Number of 

payments
Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Foreign 
Affairs & 
Trade

7,337 6,039 6,370 6,504 7,196 7,644 8,738

Health 2,487 2,191 2,513 2,664 3,071 3,532 3,427
Housing, 
Planning, 
Commu-
nity and 
Local Gov-
ernment

   3,082 4,049 4,722 5,373

Justice & 
Equality

29,126 32.653 31,763 35,630 41,333 46,362 49,537

Public Ex-
penditure 
& Reform

2,238 2,303 2,527 2,533 2,985 3,470 3,509

Rural & 
Communi-
ty Develop-
ment

     4,357 2,191

Taoiseach 1,775 1,626 2,206 2,612 3,418 2,911 2,164
Transport, 
Tourism & 
Sport

20,563 19,268 13,210 12,195 12,518 12,331 15,192

        
Bodies 
under the 
aegis of   
DBEI

       

Enterprise 
Ireland

13,133 11,477 11,252 11673 12,468 13,587 15,461

Forfas 1,574 605      
Health 
& Safety 
Authority

2,607 2,834 3,469 3,376 3,390 3,371 3,786

Industrial 
Devel-
opment 
Agency

6,416 6,598 7,167 7,267 5,647 6,135 6,921

Irish 
Auditing & 
Accounting 
Superviso-
ry Author-
ity

288 293 386 483 423 435 455

Labour 
Relations 
Commis-
sion

1,060 1,162 859     

National 
Consumer 
Authority

1,186 957      
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 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 Number of 

payments
Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

Number of 
payments

National 
Standards 
Authority 
of Ireland

2,740 2,705 3,048 3,051 3,003 3,575 3,801

Personal 
Injuries 
Assessment 
Board

20,952 23,321 23,773 26,055 25,887 23,719 24,451

Science 
Foundation 
Ireland

1,136 1,073 1,146 1,599 1,560 1,198 1,399

Shannon 
Develop-
ment

11,576 5,071      

The Com-
petition & 
Consumer 
Protection 
Commis-
sion

 261 1,775 1,940 1,519 1,388 1,541

The Com-
petition 
Authority

439 374      

The Equal-
ity tribunal

 151 78     

05/03/2020WRY04100Departmental Data

05/03/2020WRY04200478. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of supplier invoices which were processed by each Department and State body 
in each of the years 2013 to 2019 which received interest payments under the prompt payment 
of accounts legislation. [3842/20]

05/03/2020WRY04300480. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of supplier invoices which received both interest payments and compensation 
payments under the prompt payment of accounts legislation and which were processed by each 
Department and State body in each of the years 2013 to 2019. [3844/20]

05/03/2020WRY04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 478 and 480 together.

The European Communities (Late Payment in in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 
2012 - S.I. No. 580 of 2012 gives legal effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in commercial trans-
actions. 

Under these Regulations it is an implied term of every commercial transaction that where a 
purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the relevant payment date, the supplier shall be 
entitled to late payment interest on the amount outstanding. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
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exceed 30 days). Failure to do so incurs the automatic payment of interest and compensation.   

To promote compliance with the legislation, Government Departments and relevant public 
sector bodies are required to publish on their respective websites, their quarterly payment per-
formance reports. Individual Government Departments are also required to publish the quar-
terly composite reports covering the bodies under their aegis.

Since 2013, my Department has been collating and publishing the composite quarterly re-
turns by Central Government Departments of payments made to their suppliers.  This informa-
tion which is supplied by each Department relates to payments made to suppliers within 15 
days and within 30 days.  My Department has since April 2017 collected data on the number of 
payments incurring late payments interest and compensation.

The table below provides the number of supplier invoices which incurred late payment in-
terest and compensation payments which were processed by each Department since April 2017.  
It also includes the number of supplier invoices incurring late payment interest and compensa-
tion payment processed by the bodies under the aegis of my Department in the period from 
April 2017 to December 2019. 

 2017 2018 2019
 Number of invoices Number of invoices Number of invoices
Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine

61 147 127

Business, Enterprise 
& Innovation

153 131 56

Children & Youth 
Affairs

17 41 44

Communications, 
Climate Action and 
Environment

104 156 153

Culture, Heritage & 
the Gaeltacht

29 67 55

Defence 72 139 87
Education & Skills 56 61 83
Employment Affairs 
& Social Protection

57 72 41

Finance 5 20 4
Foreign Affairs & 
Trade

14 82 143

Health 50 50 48
Housing, Planning, 
Community and Lo-
cal Government

43 41 54

Justice & Equality 27 83 94
Public Expenditure 
& Reform

11 39 29

Rural & Community 
Development

0 33 12

Taoiseach 6 21 12
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 2017 2018 2019
 Number of invoices Number of invoices Number of invoices
Transport, Tourism 
& Sport

0 0 5

    
Bodies under the 
aegis of   DBEI

   

Enterprise Ireland 2 1 2
Health & Safety 
Authority

0 0 0

Industrial Develop-
ment Agency

5 123 302

Irish Auditing & 
Accounting Supervi-
sory Authority

0 0 1

National Standards 
Authority of Ireland

0 0 0

Personal Injuries As-
sessment Board

96 38 46

Science Foundation 
Ireland

0 0 0

The Competition & 
Consumer Protection 
Commission

0 3 11

05/03/2020WRY04500Departmental Data

05/03/2020WRY04600479. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the value of interest payments for supplier invoices which received interest payments under 
the prompt payment of accounts legislation and which were processed by each Department and 
State body in each of the years 2013 to 2019. [3843/20]

05/03/2020WRY04700481. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the value of interest payments and compensation payments for supplier invoices which 
received interest payments under the prompt payment of accounts legislation and which were 
processed by each Department and State body in each of the years 2013 to 2019. [3845/20]

05/03/2020WRY04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 479 and 481 together.

The European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 
- S.I. No. 580 of 2012 gives legal effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in commercial transactions. 

Under these Regulations it is an implied term of every commercial transaction that where a 
purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the relevant payment date, the supplier shall be 
entitled to late payment interest on the amount outstanding. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
exceed 30 days). Failure to do so incurs the automatic payment of interest and compensation.   
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To promote compliance with the legislation, Government Departments and relevant public 
sector bodies are required to publish on their respective websites, their quarterly payment per-
formance reports. Individual Government Departments are also required to publish the quar-
terly composite reports covering the bodies under their aegis.

Since 2013, my Department has been collating and publishing the composite quarter returns 
by Central Government Departments of payments made to their suppliers.  This information 
which has been supplied by each Department relates to payments made to suppliers within 15 
days and within 30 days.  My Department has since April 2017 collected data on the number of 
payments incurring late payments interest and compensation.

This table provides the value of late payments interest and compensation paid by each De-
partment since April 2017.  It also includes the value of late payments interest and compensa-
tion paid by the bodies under the aegis of this Department in the period from April 2017 to 
December 2019.

 2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019
 Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp.  € Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp  € Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp  €

Agriculture, 
Food and the 
Marine

1,274 3,090 932 7,100 4,258 6,610

Business, 
Enterprise & 
Innovation

1,631 5,558 315 2,379 908 2,808

Children & 
Youth Affairs

351 500 708 2,240 1,005 2,330

Communica-
tions, Cli-
mate Action 
and Environ-
ment

2,088 4,030 1,793 7,320 3,316 6,310

Culture, 
Heritage & 
the Gaeltacht

165 1,580 1,415 3,130 324 2,530

Defence 806 3,510 1,101 6,400 1,477 4,260
Education & 
Skills

327 2,750 2,375 2,639 3,002 4,550

Employment 
Affairs & 
Social Pro-
tection

4,481 1,850 724 2,300 804 3,010

Finance 23 300 70 1,380 6 160
Foreign Af-
fairs & Trade

184 770 2,174 3,720 3,727 7,450

Health 604 2,870 1,353 3,110 361 2,190
Housing, 
Planning, 
Community 
and Local 
Government

567 2,380 1,240 2,240 943 2,280

Justice & 
Equality

253 1,260 1,085 3,920 1,030 4,870
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 2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019
 Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp.  € Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp  € Late Payment 

Interest€
Comp  €

Public Ex-
penditure & 
Reform

126 760 179 1,860 309 2,078

Rural & 
Community 
Development

0 0 226 1,660 19 480

Taoiseach 368 300 80 900 272 780
Transport, 
Tourism & 
Sport

0 0 0 0 1 200

       
Bodies under 
the aegis of 
DBEI

      

Enterprise 
Ireland

2 80 0 0 0 0

Health & 
Safety Au-
thority

0 0 0 0 0 0

Industrial 
Development 
Agency

3 200 1,542 6,600 5,740 17,348

Irish Au-
diting & 
Accounting 
Supervisory 
Authority

0 0 0 0 358 0

National 
Standards 
Authority of 
Ireland

0 0 0 0 0 0

Personal 
Injuries 
Assessment 
Board

1,100 3,500 1,159 1,270 210 1,180

Science 
Foundation 
Ireland

0 0 0 0 0 0

The Com-
petition & 
Consumer 
Protection 
Commission

0 0 0 0 20 560

  

Question No. 480 answered with Question No. 478.

Question No. 481 answered with Question No. 479.

05/03/2020WRY05100Public Procurement Contracts

05/03/2020WRY05200482. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
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tion the standard processes in place between 2013 and 2019 across each Department and State 
body to ensure suppliers’ invoices were processed in compliance with the prompt payment of 
accounts legislation. [3846/20]

05/03/2020WRY05300485. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if there have been accurate and traceable systems in place between 2013 and 2019 across 
each Department and State body to ensure that the receipt date of all suppliers’ invoices are ac-
curately and systematically recorded to ensure that supplier invoices can be processed in strict 
compliance with the prompt payment of accounts legislation. [3849/20]

05/03/2020WRY05400486. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the Departments and State bodies that did not have an accurate and traceable system 
between 2013 and 2019 to ensure that the receipt date of all suppliers’ invoices are accurately 
and systematically recorded in order that supplier invoices can be processed in strict compli-
ance with the prompt payment of accounts legislation. [3850/20]

05/03/2020WRY05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 482, 485 and 486 together.

The European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 
applies to all public authorities which include Government Departments and state bodies. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
exceed 30 days).  Where a Department of state body fails to comply with these regulations, they 
must automatically pay compensation and late payment interest to suppliers. 

It is the responsibility of each Government Department and state body to ensure its inter-
nal systems and processes are in order to meet obligations under the above Regulations.  I can 
confirm that my Department and its agencies have systems and processes in place to ensure that 
obligations under the 15-day prompt payment rules and the 30-day limit under the Regulations 
are met. Prompt payments is an integral part of the processes in this Department and its agen-
cies and is constantly monitored. 

All Departments must publish, on a quarterly basis their compliance figures. All Depart-
ments must also publish the compliance levels of the bodies under their aegis on their respective 
websites.  In 2018 and 2019 respectively, 98% and 98% of all invoices received by Government 
Departments were paid within 30 days and did not incur late payment interest or compensation. 
In 2018 and 2019, 99% and 98% of all invoices received by the agencies of this Department 
were paid within 30 days and therefore did not incur late payment interest or compensation 
payments. 

In addition, 84% an 83% of invoices received by Government Departments were paid with-
in 15-days and 92% and 89% of invoices received by the agencies of this Department were paid 
within 15-days.

The compliance level among Government Departments and the agencies of my Department 
with the regulations have been consistently very strong which demonstrates that robust systems 
are in place to ensure compliance with the regulations.

05/03/2020WRZ00200Departmental Administrative Arrangements

05/03/2020WRZ00300483. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
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tion the auditing and oversight mechanisms in place in her Department to ensure that standard 
processes are in place across each Department and State body to ensure that suppliers’ invoices 
are processed in full compliance with the prompt payment of accounts legislation. [3847/20]

05/03/2020WRZ00400484. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the international auditing standards, such as ISO 9001, in place to ensure that standard pro-
cesses are in place across each Department and State body to ensure that all suppliers’ invoices 
are processed in compliance with the prompt payment of accounts legislation. [3848/20]

05/03/2020WRZ00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 483 and 484 together.

The European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 
- SI 580 of 2012 gives legal effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in commercial transactions.  

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
exceed 30 days).  Failure to do so incurs the automatic payment of interest and compensation.  
Details of the value and number of Departments’ payments made within 30 and 15 days are 
published on a quarterly basis.

It is the responsibility of each Government Department and state body to ensure its systems 
and processes are in order to meet obligations under the Late Payment in Commercial Transac-
tions Regulations.   

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issues an annual Circular (for example 
Circular 27/2019: Requirements for Appropriation Accounts 2019) which sets out the require-
ments to be followed by Government Departments in relation to the preparation of their Ap-
propriation Accounts and specifically provides that in the case of interest and compensation 
under the Late Payments in Commercial Transactions Regulations, 2012 information must be 
included in a Department’s Account where the total of interest payments due was €10,000 or 
more, or an individual payment was €10,000 or more.

The Appropriation Accounts of Departments are subject to audit by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General.  The external audit of non-commercial state bodies is also carried out by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General.

All Departments must publish their compliance figures on a quarterly basis.  In 2018 and 
2019 respectively, 98% and 98% of all invoices received by Government Departments were 
paid within 30 days and did not incur late payment interest or compensation. 

All Departments must also publish the compliance levels of the bodies under their aegis 
on their respective websites.  In 2018 and 2019, 99% and 98% of all invoices received by the 
agencies of this Department were paid within 30 days and therefore did not incur late payment 
interest or compensation payments.  

These figures indicate strong compliance with statutory obligations under the 2012 Regula-
tions.

  Questions Nos. 485 and 486 answered with Question No. 482.

05/03/2020WRZ00900Departmental Administrative Arrangements
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05/03/2020WRZ01000487. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her views on the compliance levels here and the possible level of exposure facing Ireland 
in respect of a recent court case (details supplied). [3853/20]

05/03/2020WRZ01100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Late 
payment in commercial transactions is governed by the European Communities (Late Pay-
ment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 - SI 580 of 2012 which give legal effect 
to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 on 
combating late payment in commercial transactions. 

Under these Regulations it is an implied term of every commercial transaction that where a 
purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the relevant payment date, the supplier shall be 
entitled to late payment interest on the amount outstanding. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract (which cannot 
exceed 30 days).  Failure to do so incurs late payment interest. 

Compliance levels of Government Departments and public bodies with the Regulation are 
excellent.  In the latest reporting period, Q4 of 2019, 98% of invoices received by Departments 
were paid within 30 days.  For the state bodies under the aegis of my Department, 99% of in-
voices were paid within 30 days.  Individual Departments are responsible for reporting on the 
compliance levels of bodies under their aegis.

In line with its commitment to address the issue of late payments the Irish Government has 
gone a step further than the strict requirement of the Regulation by requiring public authorities 
to pay for goods and services within 15 days.  Compliance with the 15-day requirement has 
also been strong among Government Departments with 83% paying within 15 days (in the latest 
reporting period) and 92% of invoices received by agencies under the remit of my Department 
paying within 15 days. 

To further encourage compliance, each Department is required to compile and publish their 
own quarterly payment performance reports as well as those of the bodies under their remit on 
their websites.

In addition, in 2017 a commitment was made that public sector bodies would pay late pay-
ment interest and compensation costs (minimum of €40) automatically after 30 days without an 
obligation on the provider to request such a payment. 

The various measures undertaken by my Department and across Government to ensure the 
terms of the Regulation have been observed have gone beyond mere transposition of the Direc-
tive and are proving very successful as is evident from the high level of compliance reported.

05/03/2020WRZ01200Departmental Administrative Arrangements

05/03/2020WRZ01300488. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the quantity of invoices which were paid 90 plus days after receipt by Departments or State 
bodies in each of the years 2013 to 2019; and her views on whether the remedies for suppliers 
in the current prompt payment of accounts legislation in respect to payments after 90 days are 
appropriate. [3854/20]

05/03/2020WRZ01400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012 - SI 580 
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of 2012 gives legal effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 February 2011 on combating late payment in commercial transactions. 

The 2012 Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they 
procure within 30 days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract.  (A commercial 
contract between an undertaking and a public authority cannot include a period for payment 
that exceeds 30 days).  Failure to pay an invoice within 30 days will entitle the supplier to the 
automatic payment of late payment interest and a compensation payment.

It is a Government requirement that all central Government Departments and public sector 
bodies (excluding commercial Semi-State bodies) pay their suppliers within 15 calendar days 
of receipt of a valid invoice.  This arrangement does not alter contractual relationships and does 
not change the legal position in relation to late payments.

My Department collates and publishes the composite quarterly returns by Central Govern-
ment Departments of payments made to their suppliers within 15 and 30 days.  As the deadline 
specified by the Regulation is 30 days, my Department does not collect information on payment 
of invoices after 90 days.  In 2019, 98% of all invoices received by Government Departments 
were paid within 30 days.  Therefore 2% were paid outside of the 30-day limit. 

Government Departments are also required to publish the quarterly composite reports cov-
ering the bodies under their aegis.  In 2019, 98% of invoices received by agencies of my De-
partment were paid within the 30-day limit.  2% of invoices received were paid after 30 days. 

With effect from 1 January 2020, the late payment interest rate is 8.00% per annum (that is 
based on the ECB rate as at 1 January 2020 of 0.00% plus the margin of 8%).  This rate equates 
to a daily rate of 0.022%.

The table below outlines the compensation amounts payable.

Amount of Late Payment (invoice value) Compensation amount
Not exceeding €1000 €40
Exceeding €1000 but not exceeding €10,000 €70
Exceeding €10,000 €100

05/03/2020WRZ01500State Claims Agency Data

05/03/2020WRZ01600489. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that have 
made claims against the State that are being dealt with by the State Claims Agency in respect of 
an issue (details supplied); the estimated cost in respect of same in cases in which the women 
taking cases are successful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2617/20]

05/03/2020WRZ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statu-
tory remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negligence, 
on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSAs) including the Health Service Executive. 

I have been informed by the State Claims Agency that it regrets that it is not in a position to 
release to the Deputy the estimated cost of this cohort of claims due to the commercial sensitiv-
ity of this information.  To date, the Agency has received 47 claims in relation to transvaginal 
implants.  They are not on notice, at this point in time, of any specific case that relates to a 
prolapsed bladder.
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05/03/2020WRZ01800Home Help Service

05/03/2020WRZ01900490. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the reason the gratuity due 
to certain home help workers in lieu of pension payments has not issued to date in line with the 
recommendations of the Labour Court. [2948/20]

05/03/2020WRZ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy is referring to home help work-
ers who are employed by voluntary providers of home help services which are funded under 
section 39 of the Health Act 2004.

I advised the Deputy previously on a number of occasions that as these home help workers 
are not employed by the HSE, the HSE and the Department have no role in determining the sal-
aries or other terms and conditions applying to these staff including any pension arrangements.

In addition, the Deputy is aware that a joint working group was established, as agreed as 
part of the 2015 Lansdowne Road talks, to consider a number of issues in relation to section 39 
organisations.  Unfortunately it was not possible to reach an agreement between the parties on 
the issue of gratuity payments.

05/03/2020WRZ02100Health and Social Care Professionals

05/03/2020WRZ02200491. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with section 39 
funded organisations here (details supplied) regarding the restoration of pay for staff in these 
facilities; his plans to engage with section 39 funded organisations in the future in relation to 
the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3545/20]

05/03/2020WRZ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The WRC agreement reached in October 
2018 in relation to pay restoration for section 39 organisations provided for pay restoration in 
relation to 50 ‘pilot organisations’ in the first instance.  Pay restoration for these bodies com-
menced in April of this year with further payments due in 2020 and 2021 as appropriate.

The WRC agreement also states:

“It is recognised that some of the remaining Section 39 organisations (estimated 250 ap-
proximately) are likely to have pay restoration issues and a process to address these will be 
agreed and the parties will commence engagement on this issue during 2019”.

There had been initial engagements in recent months between the parties on this matter 
under the auspices of the Workplace Relations Commission.  HSE management has indicated 
its willingness to undertake the preparatory work around implementation of pay restoration for 
this next group.  The HSE has also confirmed the following:

-  A dedicated resource has been assigned to this work from January 2020

-  They are considering which bodies might form a ‘phase 2’ of pay restoration

-  It is intended to use the learning from the first 50 pilot organisations to streamline this 
process

However, despite the engagement that took place, it was not possible to reach an agreement.  
Management remain available and committed to the process.

I have asked the HSE to directly respond to the Deputy in relation to any discussions they 
may have had with Steadfast House, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan.
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05/03/2020WRZ02400Home Care Packages Provision

05/03/2020WRZ02500492. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if additional homecare 
will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2562/20]

05/03/2020WRZ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRZ02700Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

05/03/2020WRZ02800493. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to include pul-
monary hypertension in the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2565/20]

05/03/2020WRZ02900507. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to add a condition 
(details supplied) to the list of qualifying conditions covered by the long-term illness scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2604/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03000597. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when changes will be made to the 
long-term illness list (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2853/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03100862. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans or proposals to update the 
long term illness scheme to include Crohn’s disease and irritable bowel syndrome [3737/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03200863. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the long term 
illness scheme to include coeliac disease [3738/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03300864. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the long term 
illness scheme to include those that have multiple scoliosis [3739/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 493, 507, 
597 and 862 to 864, inclusive, together.

The Long Term Illness Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended).  The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; ce-
rebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes 
insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; 
haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.  
Under the scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances di-
rectly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the scheme at this time.  How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as 
part of a review of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under 
commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.
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People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

05/03/2020WRZ03500Patient Data

05/03/2020WRZ03600494. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of patients in 
each of the two locations in Cork city that attended a service (details supplied) in each of the 
years 2016 to 2019; the number of general practitioners that have worked in the service in the 
period; the plans of the HSE for the development of the service; if his attention has been drawn 
to the pressure the service is under; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2572/20]

05/03/2020WRZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZ03800Vaccination Programme

05/03/2020WRZ03900495. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the chickenpox vaccination 
will be included under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2577/20]

05/03/2020WRZ04000578. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health his plans to include the chick-
enpox vaccination under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2820/20]

05/03/2020WRZ04100681. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a vaccine (details sup-
plied) will be made available on the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3233/20]

05/03/2020WRZ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 495, 578 
and 681 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence 
of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisation.  It 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department.  NIAC continues to revise 
recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast 
of changes in the patterns of disease.  Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be 
amended over time.  All vaccines administered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation 
Schedule are provided free of charge.

Varicella (chickenpox) is an acute infectious disease caused by varicella-zoster virus (VZV).  
Primary infection with varicella results in varicella (chickenpox).  Recurrent infection results 
in herpes zoster (shingles).

NIAC has recently identified the evaluation of VZV as a key priority for 2020.  My Depart-
ment has written to HIQA to request that it considers undertaking a Health Technology Assess-
ment relating to VZV vaccine in children in 2020 to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness 
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of extending the current immunisation programme.

05/03/2020WRZ04300Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRZ04400496. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2578/20]

05/03/2020WRZ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.   

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.   

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRZ04600Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRZ04700497. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2579/20]

05/03/2020WRZ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRZ04900Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WRZ05000498. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if additional home help 
will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[2580/20]

05/03/2020WRZ05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRZ05200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

05/03/2020WRZ05300499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when changes to the fair 
deal scheme will be implemented (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2581/20]

05/03/2020WRZ05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government.  The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation.

The General Scheme of Bill for the Amendment to the NHSS was approved by Government 
on 11 June 2019 and subsequently published.  The changes to the Scheme will come into effect 
as soon as the legislative process is successfully complete.  The General Scheme was sent to 
the relevant Joint Committee and the Department participated in pre-legislative scrutiny on 13 
November 2019.  Engagement with the Office of the Attorney General continues with a view to 
progressing the legislative development process. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.

05/03/2020WRZ05500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRZ05600500. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2583/20]

05/03/2020WRZ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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05/03/2020WRZ05800Dental Services

05/03/2020WRZ05900501. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental ap-
pointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2584/20]

05/03/2020WRZ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZ06100Health Services Funding

05/03/2020WRZ06200502. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2587/20]

05/03/2020WRZ06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRAA00200Drugs Payment Scheme

05/03/2020WRAA00300503. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the reason a full refund of medical 
costs incurred by a person (details supplied) was not refunded by the drugs payment scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2593/20]

05/03/2020WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA00500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRAA00600504. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the policy in relation to medicinal 
cannabis reimbursement as part of the medicinal cannabis access programme; if a guarantee 
will be provided that no family or person that is granted access under the programme will be 
expected to incur the substantial cost of using medicinal cannabis as a treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2594/20]

05/03/2020WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In June 2019 I signed legislation to underpin 
the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) which, once fully operational, will run on 
a 5-year pilot basis and is restricted to prescribing of cannabis-based products at medical con-
sultant level, for those patients with certain medical conditions who have exhausted all other 
available treatment options.

The HSE is currently working on operationalisation of the MCAP. The reimbursement of 
approved products for patients accepted on the MCAP will be finalised in that context. In the in-
terim, medical practitioners may continue to utilise the Ministerial licensing route to prescribe 
medical cannabis for their patients, should they wish to do so. Persons in receipt of a Ministerial 
Licence can apply to the HSE for reimbursement and if approved, will receive same.

The operational side of these applications for reimbursement are a matter for the HSE.
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05/03/2020WRAA00800Dental Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRAA00900505. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (de-
tails supplied) on the waiting list for a dental appointment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2600/20]

05/03/2020WRAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA01100Psychological Assessments

05/03/2020WRAA01200506. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be assessed by a psychologist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2603/20]

05/03/2020WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 493.

05/03/2020WRAA01500Health Services Reports

05/03/2020WRAA01600508. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of the 
detailed report listing the consultation that took place as part of the process of an assessment 
carried out leading to the decision to put in place a new model of dermatology care for the Mid-
land Regional Hospital, Mullingar and the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2605/20]

05/03/2020WRAA01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRAA01800Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRAA01900509. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number on the dermatology 
waiting list in the midlands at the end of each of the past five years; the number waiting at each 
of the hospitals (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2606/20]

05/03/2020WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government.  In this regard, the Govern-
ment is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Budget 2020 announced further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with fund-
ing to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €75 million in 2019 to 
€100 million in 2020. The  NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide additionality 
to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular focus on hospital outpa-
tient services.  In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to 
engage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals this year.

In regard to the information requested by the Deputy, the number of patients waiting on the 
outpatient waiting list for dermatology over the past five years at Midlands Regional Hospital 
Mullingar is set out below:
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Midlands Regional Hospital Mullingar Dermatology Outpatient Waiting list 2015 - 2019

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 
873 1559 1827 1750 1489 
The HSE advise that there is no dermatology service currently in either Midlands Re-

gional Hospital Tullamore or Midlands Regional Hospital Portlaoise. The service for the Mid-
lands was traditionally delivered from Mullingar, and now the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group 
have the dermatology specialty services in Tallaght Hospital and St James’s Hospital.

The table below sets out the total number of patients with an area of residence in Co. Laois 
and Co. Offaly waiting on the outpatient waiting list for dermatology over the past five years at 
Tallaght Hospital and St James’s Hospital:

Total Outpatient Waiting List to Dermatology in Tallaght Hospital and St James’s Hospital 
with an area of residence in Co. Laois and Co Offaly 2015-2019

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 
692 504 221 180 144

05/03/2020WRAA02100Hospital Services

05/03/2020WRAA02200510. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the reason for the new model 
for dermatological care and the reconfiguration of the new services in respect of the Midland 
Regional Hospital and the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital in view of the proposal 
that Mullingar be included with the other hospitals in the midlands group and with St. James’s 
Hospital under Sláintecare; if this will require a further reconfiguration in due course; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2607/20]

05/03/2020WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The restructuring of Ireland’s health ser-
vices under Sláintecare will not affect collaborations between hospitals.  There is no intention 
for any geographical realignment to adversely impact existing clinical service collaborations. 
Any changes would have to be informed by the future approach to the planning of services in 
a health region.

I am advised by the HSE that the Ireland East Hospital Group (IEHG), in conjunction with 
the Regional Hospital in Mullingar and the Mater Hospital have recently put in place a compre-
hensive and sustainable model of dermatology care for the Region.  This hub and spoke model 
of care for Dermatology has three consultant dermatologists appointed to the Mater Hospital, 
each with a 10-hour sessional commitment to Mullingar. The consultants will deliver outpatient 
clinics in Mullingar with any patient requiring admission being referred to the Mater Hospital.

The plan has also factored in the care of patients with suspected /diagnosed melanomas – 
all such patients will be managed by the Multi-disciplinary Team in the Mater where they will 
receive any ongoing systemic treatment/care which is deemed safe clinical practice.

05/03/2020WRAA02400Health Services Reform

05/03/2020WRAA02500511. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if existing reconfiguration plans 
under the health strategy are superseded by Sláintecare; the details of the categories of recon-
figuration plans in general hospitals that have been superseded by Sláintecare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2608/20]
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05/03/2020WRAA02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the Deputy is referring to 
proposals as part of the Sláintecare reform programme to reconfigure the HSE.

A clear governance and accountability framework was identified as a key building block 
of Sláintecare by the Committee on the Future of Healthcare. As part of its recommendations 
in this area, the Committee called for the HSE to become a more strategic and patient-focused 
‘national centre’ carrying out national level functions, complemented by the establishment of 
regional bodies with responsibility for the planning and delivery of integrated care at a regional 
level.

As the Deputy will be aware, there are currently separate regional management structures 
in place within the HSE for hospital and community services - 6 Hospital Groups and 9 Com-
munity Healthcare Organisations. These structures are not aligned geographically and result 
in separate management and resourcing of acute and community services. This is a clear im-
pediment to moving towards population based planning and integrated care as called for under 
Sláintecare.

Under Sláintecare proposals, Hospital Groups and CHOs will be replaced with regional 
bodies which will be responsible for the full spectrum of health and social care services in their 
region. This will allow care to be planned and delivered at a more local level, based on the needs 
of local populations.

In July 2019, the Government approved and announced the six geographical areas which 
proposed regional bodies will serve. The details of these geographical areas are available on the 
Department’s website. Additionally, the Government approved the development by the Depart-
ment of a detailed policy proposal for the reconfiguration of the HSE supported by a business 
case, for further consideration by Government in 2020.

The detailed proposal will set out the high level organisational design for the system, in-
cluding: the respective roles, functions, responsibilities and accountabilities of the Department 
of Health, HSE centre and new regional bodies; the relationship between these entities; and 
the overall legal construct for the health service. This will provide the framework for system 
change and guide development of legislative proposals and detailed operational planning.

The development of the detailed policy proposals and business case will involve significant 
engagement with key stakeholders across the health and social care sector, including current 
CHO and HG management structures, to ensure that any structural changes do not unduly 
cause disruption and loss of focus on service delivery and the roll-out of the broader reform 
programme.  I would also like to reassure you that the new policy proposals will not have any 
immediate impact on services.  Hospital Groups and CHOs currently provide important over-
sight of services and it is vital that they continue in this role to maintain the provision of safe 
services across our health and social care services while the design process for the new regions 
progresses.

This will include continuing to implement service improvements at both Group level and 
hospital level, as well as important strategies such as, for example, the Cancer and Maternity 
strategies.

05/03/2020WRAA02700Health Services

05/03/2020WRAA02800512. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of HSE equip-
ment for a person (details supplied).  [2612/20]
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05/03/2020WRAA02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA03000Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRAA03100513. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
future of a residential centre (details supplied) in County Cork; the role of the HSE in running 
the centre; the position in relation to decongregation; the reason staff are unable to obtain P60s; 
the further reason increment payments have ceased; the person or body that is the employer; the 
steps being taken to resolve the issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2616/20]

05/03/2020WRAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA03300Medicinal Products Availability

05/03/2020WRAA03400514. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the avail-
ability of Spinraza to adults here; his plans to facilitate the provision of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2619/20]

05/03/2020WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making 
of reimbursement decisions.

As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power or function in relation to the re-
imbursement of medicines.

On 11 June 2019, the HSE Leadership Team approved access to the drug nusinersen (Spin-
raza) for children with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Type I, II or III on an exceptional and 
individualised basis.

The HSE decision process in relation to nusinersen involved a full Health Technology As-
sessment and report issued by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics. This was followed 
by detailed consideration by the HSE expert groups on new drug therapies, including the HSE 
Drugs Group and the Rare Diseases Technology Review Committee (RDTRC). Evidence of the 
clinical effectiveness of this new drug therapy was also reviewed.

After a thorough review of all the data it was decided to approve access for children with 
genetically confirmed SMA Type I, II or III, in accordance with the controlled access criteria 
recommended by the RDTRC.

The RDTRC recommendation was clearly targeted at the youngest and most severely affect-
ed SMA patients, and this group is the clear priority for the HSE.  The actual patient assessment 
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and approval process will be the means for determining access on an individual case-by-case 
basis. 

05/03/2020WRAA03600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRAA03700515. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will receive an appointment for the child and adolescent mental health 
services, CAMHS,  in view of the urgency of the case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2621/20]

05/03/2020WRAA03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRAA03900Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRAA04000516. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2622/20]

05/03/2020WRAA04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRAA04200Speech and Language Therapy Provision

05/03/2020WRAA04300517. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the status of speech and language 
therapy services for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2623/20]

05/03/2020WRAA04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRAA04500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRAA04600518. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a date for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2624/20]
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05/03/2020WRAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRAA04800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRAA04900519. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2628/20]

05/03/2020WRAA05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA05100Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRAA05200520. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of braces for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2629/20]

05/03/2020WRAA05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAA05400Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRAA05500521. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2633/20]

05/03/2020WRAA05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRAA05700Disabilities Assessments

05/03/2020WRAA05800522. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will undergo an assessment of need; if his attention has been drawn to the 
urgency of the issue in view of the fact they are due to commence primary school in the 2020 to 
2021 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2648/20]

05/03/2020WRAA05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRBB00200Disability Services Funding

05/03/2020WRBB00300523. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to release further 
funding for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2649/20]

05/03/2020WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBB00500Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRBB00600524. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a matter in relation to 
residential care for a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2650/20]

05/03/2020WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBB00800Community Intervention Teams

05/03/2020WRBB00900525. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason the post of a home 
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antibiotic service was not filled in County Wexford in view of the fact the service is available in 
other counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2652/20]

05/03/2020WRBB01000526. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a com-
munity intervention team in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2653/20]

05/03/2020WRBB01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 525 and 
526 together.

As this question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRBB01300Vaccination Programme

05/03/2020WRBB01400527. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a treatment protocol for chil-
dren who suffer consequences that may be connected to a health procedure (details supplied) 
will be established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2656/20]

05/03/2020WRBB01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety and quality of all medicines including vaccines 
that are licensed in Ireland. The HPRA operates a national adverse reaction reporting system, 
which members of the public and healthcare professionals are encouraged to submit any sus-
pected adverse reactions to. All Reports received by the HPRA are routinely transmitted to the 
European Medicines Agency’s adverse reaction database for inclusion in global signal detec-
tion and monitoring activities. 

The HPRA and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) continually monitor adverse events 
relating to vaccination. Gardasil is one of the most closely studied and monitored medicinal 
products. The vast majority of reports received by the HPRA have been consistent with the 
expected pattern of short term adverse side effects for the vaccine, as described in the product 
information. The most frequently reported side effects are local redness and/or swelling at the 
point of injection and fever. Fainting has occurred after vaccination with Gardasil, especially in 
adolescents. Mild and temporary reactions to any kind of vaccination are not unusual. 

It is important to reiterate that all medicines, including vaccines are subject to on-going re-
view and evaluation of all available data from a range of sources, including systematic scientific 
literature review, to consider any impact that their data may have on the overall assessment of 
the benefits and risks of a medicinal product. Taking into account the totality of the available in-
formation, the benefits of the HPV vaccines continue to outweigh their risks. The safety of these 
vaccines continues to be monitored at EU level through the EMA and its expert committees, 
which includes representatives from member state competent authorities such as the HPRA.

I would also like to reassure any persons who are suffering ill health that they are eligible to 
seek medical attention, and to access appropriate health and social care services, irrespective of 
the cause of their symptoms. As there is no scientific evidence that the vaccine causes long term 
illnesses, the HPV vaccine cannot be held responsible for these illnesses. 

I would urge any parent who has doubts or questions about vaccination to engage with their 
family doctor, or alternatively to visit the HPV website: hpv.ie.

05/03/2020WRBB01600Ambulance Service



Questions - Written Answers

320

05/03/2020WRBB01700528. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding ambulance services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2657/20]

05/03/2020WRBB01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.     

05/03/2020WRBB01900Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRBB02000529. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when planned surgery for 
scoliosis will be scheduled for a person (details supplied). [2658/20]

05/03/2020WRBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRBB02200Medicinal Products Availability

05/03/2020WRBB02300530. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a response will issue to a 
matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2661/20]

05/03/2020WRBB02400537. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with an organi-
sation (details supplied) and the pharmaceutical industry to ensure that new medicines are made 
available to persons with MS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2690/20]

05/03/2020WRBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 530 and 
537 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, 
under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies criteria 
for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). The NCPE uses a decision framework to systematically assess a drug’s clinical and 
cost effectiveness as a health intervention.

As a country, we invest heavily in medicines, to the tune of almost €2 billion annually. In 
2019, the HSE approved 31 new medicines and 5 new indications for existing medicines for re-
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imbursement in the public healthcare system. The approvals represent an additional investment 
by the HSE over five years of approximately €220m in providing access to new and innovative 
treatment for Irish patients. 

Notwithstanding the significant progress on drug costs achieved from price reductions un-
der the pricing framework agreed with industry and commercial negotiations conducted by the 
HSE, the Health Service is still facing very significant challenges in relation to the affordability 
of medicines.  The industry continues to develop very expensive products, particularly in the 
high-tech medicines area and the costs involved are a challenge for health systems even in 
countries with much greater resources than Ireland.

The HSE has received an application for the use of ocrelizumab for the treatment of adult 
patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS) in terms of disease duration 
and level of disability, and with imaging features characteristic of inflammatory activity. In 
October 2018, the NCPE recommended that ocrelizumab not be reimbursed for this indication.  
The HSE’s final decision on reimbursement will take into consideration the criteria contained 
in the 2013 Health Act.

The HSE has also received an application for reimbursement of Delta-9-tetrahydrocannab-
inol/Cannabidiol, THC/CBD (Sativex) which is indicated as treatment for symptom improve-
ment in adult patients with moderate to severe spasticity due to multiple sclerosis who have 
not responded adequately to other anti-spasticity medication and who demonstrate clinically 
significant improvement in spasticity related symptoms during an initial trial of therapy.

The HSE commissioned a full HTA with respect to this indication in April 2018. On 12 Au-
gust 2019, the NCPE received the applicant’s submission. On 10 February 2020, the NCPE sent 
a preliminary review to the applicant and are currently awaiting their response.

In addition, the HSE has received an application for reimbursement of siponimod (Mayzent) 
as indicated for the treatment of adult patients with secondary progressive multiple sclerosis 
(SPMS) with active disease evidenced by relapses or imaging features of inflammatory activity. 
On 13 January 2020, the NCPE completed a rapid review and recommended a full HTA with 
respect to this indication.

My Department and the HSE are working on making greater efficiencies in medicines usage 
through a range of initiatives both domestically and internationally to ensure the greatest pos-
sible access to new treatments for patients in Ireland. 

The HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP), incorporating the Preferred Drugs 
initiative, is overseeing the implementation of a number of actions to bring about greater value 
for the taxpayer through cost-effective provision of medicines. These measures include the 
designation of preferred products with a focus on high-cost prescribing areas, in particular op-
timising the use of biosimilars.

I and officials have also been engaging over the past number of years with a number of 
voluntary EU forums.  In June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy. 
This Agreement is in line with my objective to work with other European countries to identify 
workable solutions, in an increasingly challenging environment, to secure timely access for 
patients to new medicines in an affordable and sustainable way.  In June 2019, Ireland became 
a Founding Member of the International Horizon Scanning Initiative which is being established 
as part of the work programme of Beneluxa.

I can confirm that, as Minister for Health, I met with Multiple Sclerosis Ireland in October 
2018 in order to discuss new potential medicines for treatment of MS in the public healthcare 
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system.

05/03/2020WRBB02600Hospital Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRBB02700531. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 284 of 18 December 2019, if the beds referred to are additional to the existing 
beds at the facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2665/20]

05/03/2020WRBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter. 

05/03/2020WRBB02900Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRBB03000532. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2671/20]

05/03/2020WRBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRBB03200Cross-Border Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRBB03300533. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 278 of 26 November 2019, when a reply will issue. [2674/20]

05/03/2020WRBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A reply issued from the HSE to the Deputy 
on 23rd December 2019.

05/03/2020WRBB03500Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRBB03600534. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 205 of 20 November 2019, when a reply will issue. [2675/20]

05/03/2020WRBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Health 
Service Executive has provided the Department of Health with a copy of a reply to the Deputy’s 
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question.

05/03/2020WRBB03800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRBB03900535. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No.182 of 11 December 2019, when a reply from the HSE will issue. [2676/20]

05/03/2020WRBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, the 
HSE has advised that a response issued to the Deputy via e-mail on December 23rd 2019. 

05/03/2020WRBB04100Medicinal Products Availability

05/03/2020WRBB04200536. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if Repatha will be made avail-
able to a person (details supplied) having regard to the various submissions made to the HSE on 
their behalf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2689/20]

05/03/2020WRBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this refers to an individual case, I have 
referred this matter to the HSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 537 answered with Question No. 530.

05/03/2020WRBB04500Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRBB04600538. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
orthodontic waiting list by region at the end of 2018; the number waiting more than two years, 
between two and four years and more than four years on the treatment waiting list, respectively; 
the total number on the list; the action he will take to have persons waiting longest in excess 
of four years dealt with immediately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2692/20]

05/03/2020WRBB04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBB04800HSE Staff Remuneration

05/03/2020WRBB04900539. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 465 of 5 November 2019, the percentage of salary band as set out in the table supplied by 
gender, in tabular form, that is, the percentage of women and the percentage of men in each 
salary band. [2693/20]

05/03/2020WRBB05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

05/03/2020WRBB05100Physiotherapy Provision

05/03/2020WRBB05200540. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when physiotherapy services 
will be available again in Clonbur, Carraroe, Kilkerrin and Carna, County Galway; the reason 
physiotherapy services ceased in the health centres in April 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2696/20]
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05/03/2020WRBB05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRBB05400Hospitals Building Programme

05/03/2020WRBB05500541. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the planned upgrades to 
Naas General Hospital, including due for works and costings; the timeframe for the commence-
ment and completion of works; the overall budget allocated for the projects, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2705/20]

05/03/2020WRBB05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRBB05700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRBB05800542. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if each applicant making an 
application under the fair deal nursing home support scheme has his or her relevant assets as-
sessed at open market value, as specified in the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2711/20]

05/03/2020WRBB05900543. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has discretion in 
respect of the fair deal nursing home support scheme to employ other valuation processes that 
would result in the applicant having to pay a higher contribution for his or her nursing home 
care than is provided under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2712/20]

05/03/2020WRBB06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 542 and 543 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in 
need of long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according 
to their income and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims to en-
sure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people 
are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

There are three main steps to the application process:

- Step 1 is an application for a Care Needs Assessment. The Care Needs Assessment identi-
fies whether or not the person needs long-term nursing home care. This is a key criteria and the 
HSE cannot make a determination on an application for State support under the Scheme unless 
a determination has been made that the person needs the relevant care services.

- Step 2 is an application for State Support. This is used to complete the Financial Assess-
ment by the HSE which assesses the person’s contribution to care and his/her corresponding 
level of financial assistance. The Financial Assessment takes account of a person’s income and 
assets in order to determine the person’s contribution to their care.

- Step 3 is the decision to approve financial support for the applicant under the scheme. 

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income and a maximum 
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of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held. In the case of a couple, the applicant’s means are 
assessed as 50% of the couple’s combined income and assets. The first €36,000 of an individu-
al’s assets, or €72,000 in the case of a couple, is not counted at all in the financial assessment. 
The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in the financial 
assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three year cap.

Where a participant has assets that are included in the financial assessment, such as a prin-
ciple private residence, the HSE will seek to establish the estimated market value of this asset. 
This can be done through valuation provided or through authorising a suitable person to carry 
out a valuation. The HSE is not bound by any valuation accompanying an application for State 
support.

Applicants to the Scheme can choose any public, voluntary or approved private nursing 
home. However, in order for financial support to be provided, the nursing home must have an 
available bed and be able to cater for the applicant’s particular need. The HSE’s Nursing Homes 
Support Offices can advise an applicant on the options available to them.

05/03/2020WRCC00300Medical Card Eligibility

05/03/2020WRCC00400544. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if legislation will be brought 
forward to ensure that the new income eligibility guidelines to qualify for the medical card as 
announced in budget 2020 are given legal effect; if the funding is in place to finance this mea-
sure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [2713/20]

05/03/2020WRCC00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As announced in Budget 2020, medical card 
gross income limits for those over 70 will be increased to €550 per week for a single person 
aged over 70 (currently €500 per week) and to €1050 for a couple aged over 70 (currently €900 
per week). 

It is my intention that this measure will be introduced from July 2020 and primary legisla-
tion is being drafted by my Department to provide the necessary legislative basis to give effect 
to the increased thresholds. Funding in respect of the measure has been provided for within the 
Budget 2020 package of family friendly measures, which amounts to €45m in total.

05/03/2020WRCC00600Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

05/03/2020WRCC00700545. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the intro-
duction of legislation to deal with surrogacy and guardianship rights; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2716/20]

05/03/2020WRCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, the Govern-
ment approved the drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated 
areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction 
Bill.  This comprehensive piece of legislation encompasses the regulation of a range of prac-
tices for the first time, including domestic surrogacy. 

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health published the report of its review of the General 
Scheme on 11 July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January 
2018.  

The Joint Committee’s report and its recommendations will be considered as part of the 
ongoing process of drafting the bill in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. 
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The specific provisions relating to surrogacy are outlined in Part 6 of the General Scheme.  
These provisions outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy in Ireland will be per-
mitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-authorised by the AHR 
Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide for.  The General Scheme 
also sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child born through sur-
rogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) to the intending 
parent(s). 

In addition, under the surrogacy provisions at least one of the intending parents will have 
to be genetically related to the child.  Surrogacy will be permitted on an altruistic basis where 
the payment of defined and receiptable reasonable expenses will be allowed.  However, com-
mercial surrogacy in Ireland will be prohibited as it raises a number of concerns relating to the 
welfare and commodification of the children involved as well as the potential risks of coercion 
and exploitation of financially vulnerable women to act as surrogates. 

It should be noted that the General Scheme does not regulate Irish citizens being involved 
in international commercial surrogacy agreements in other countries.  However, the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality published a guidance document in 2012 on citizenship, parentage, 
guardianship and travel document issues in relation to children born as a result of surrogacy 
arrangements entered into outside the State.  The purpose of this document is to provide in-
formation to prospective intending parents on the steps necessary to ensure that a child born 
abroad through a surrogacy arrangement may enter and reside in the State and to secure the best 
interests of the child.  This guidance document is available on the website of the Department of 
Justice and Equality. 

Issues relating to guardianship rights generally are the responsibility of the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.

05/03/2020WRCC00900Disability Support Services Funding

05/03/2020WRCC01000546. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding funding for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2719/20]

05/03/2020WRCC01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRCC01200Audiology Services Provision

05/03/2020WRCC01300547. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a hearing test will take 
place for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2722/20]

05/03/2020WRCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
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ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRCC01500Dental Services Provision

05/03/2020WRCC01600548. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when pupils in third class 
in a school (details supplied) will be called to avail of the dental services provided to primary 
school children. [2723/20]

05/03/2020WRCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRCC01800Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRCC01900549. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when results will be issued 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2728/20]

05/03/2020WRCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRCC02100Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRCC02200550. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2729/20]

05/03/2020WRCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRCC02400General Practitioner Services Provision

05/03/2020WRCC02500551. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Shannondoc 
service in north County Tipperary; if it is planned to maintain the locations of Thurles, Nenagh 
and Roscrea as hubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2733/20]

05/03/2020WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, 
I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply 
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to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRCC02700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/03/2020WRCC02800552. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hearing aid 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2736/20]

05/03/2020WRCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRCC03000Ambulance Service

05/03/2020WRCC03100553. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding ambulance services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2738/20]

05/03/2020WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

05/03/2020WRCC03300Disabilities Assessments

05/03/2020WRCC03400554. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2739/20]

05/03/2020WRCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRCC03600Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRCC03700555. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2740/20]

05/03/2020WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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05/03/2020WRCC03900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/03/2020WRCC04000556. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of medical sup-
plies for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2742/20]

05/03/2020WRCC04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRCC04200Health and Social Care Professionals

05/03/2020WRCC04300557. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an independent health 
and social care professions advisory unit will be established in his Department for the introduc-
tion of minimum safe staffing levels for health and social care professional services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2747/20]

05/03/2020WRCC04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The process for the establishment of a health 
and social care advisory function and the role it will undertake is under consideration at the 
present time, in the context of overall staffing priorities within the Department of Health. The 
Department values the significant contribution of all health and social care professionals and 
wishes to ensure this contribution is fully utilised in the interests of the wellbeing of the public.

05/03/2020WRCC04500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRCC04600558. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2754/20]

05/03/2020WRCC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRCC04800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRCC04900559. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [2760/20]

05/03/2020WRCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRCC05100Home Help Service Eligibility

05/03/2020WRCC05200560. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason home help hours have 
not been provided to a person (details supplied). [2763/20]

05/03/2020WRCC05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRCC05400Cancer Screening Programmes

05/03/2020WRCC05500561. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) will be examined, in which the person received the incorrect mammogram results which 
belonged to another patient; and the investigations which have been carried out in regard to this 
case to ascertain the way in which this very serious error was made. [2765/20]

05/03/2020WRCC05600856. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) will be examined. [3671/20]

05/03/2020WRCC05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 561 and 
856 together.

As this is a service delivery matter, I have referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRCC05800Physiotherapy Provision

05/03/2020WRCC05900562. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if physiotherapy services will be 
put in place as a matter of urgency for a person (details supplied). [2766/20]

05/03/2020WRCC06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRDD00200Hospital Car Parks

05/03/2020WRDD00300563. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when the implementation of 
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the €10 cap on hospital car park charges will be introduced at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital car 
parks in Drogheda, County Louth which is one of the most expensive in the country; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2768/20]

05/03/2020WRDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2018, the Minister for Health requested 
the HSE to conduct a review of all hospital car parking charges, including Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda, County Louth, with a view to establishing clear national guidelines in the 
area.  The Review process included consultation with key stakeholders, including patient advo-
cates.  The Department and HSE are currently liaising on an implementation plan to accompany 
the Review report.

05/03/2020WRDD00500Thalidomide Victims Compensation

05/03/2020WRDD00600564. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the support services available 
for persons who have been adversely affected by the use of the thalidomide drug; his plans to 
increase wrap-around support for an association (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2769/20]

05/03/2020WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Following an 
Irish Government decision in 1975, the Government granted an ex-gratia sum equivalent to 4 
times the German lump-sum and an ex-gratia monthly allowance for life equal to the German 
monthly allowance to each of the Irish children found to have thalidomide related injuries.  The 
German monthly payments are made by the Contergan Foundation, which is established under 
German legislation.  From 1st August 2013, the Contergan Foundation substantially increased 
its monthly payments to thalidomide survivors, including Irish survivors.  There are currently 
29 Irish people in receipt of ex-gratia monthly payments from my Department.

Both the German payments and the Irish ex-gratia payments made to the survivors are ex-
empt from Universal Social Charge, tax, including DIRT and are not reckonable as means for 
the purpose of Social Welfare payments.

In addition to the payments outlined above, the supports provided to each Irish survivor 
include a medical card on an administrative basis regardless of means, provision of appliances, 
artificial limbs, equipment, housing adaptations and access to a full range of primary care, hos-
pital and personal social services.

Since 2010, there is a designated senior manager in the Health Service Executive who acts 
as a liaison to assist Irish survivors to access health and personal social services.

In 2013, 15 of the survivors accepted a further Government payment of a once-off ex-gratia 
payment of €62,500 each.   

It is important to note that it is open to any Irish person to apply to the Contergan Foundation 
for assessment of their disability as being attributable to thalidomide.  Any Irish person who 
establishes that their injury is attributable to thalidomide will be offered appropriate supports 
by the Irish Government, commensurate with those currently provided to Irish thalidomide 
survivors, as outlined above. 

05/03/2020WRDD00800Primary Care Centres Provision

05/03/2020WRDD00900565. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed 
Dundalk primary care centre; if a site has been secured; if so, the full list of services that will 
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be provided on site; the reason for the current delays; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2770/20]

05/03/2020WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRDD01100Speech and Language Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRDD01200566. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the caseload per speech and 
language therapist for counties Louth and Meath in each of the years 2018 and 2019 and to date 
in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2773/20]

05/03/2020WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRDD01400Hospitals Building Programme

05/03/2020WRDD01500567. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the 50-bed new 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Ardee and other relevant details; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2775/20]

05/03/2020WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRDD01700Hospitals Building Programme

05/03/2020WRDD01800568. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed 100-
bed unit at the St. Mary’s Hospital site, Dublin Road, Drogheda; the most recent specification 
brief on the project; if specific commencement dates have been agreed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2782/20]

05/03/2020WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter. 

05/03/2020WRDD02000Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRDD02100569. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
enhanced respite services or part-time residential care for a child (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2792/20]

05/03/2020WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
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people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRDD02300Respite Care Services Provision

05/03/2020WRDD02400570. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health when an alternative respite care 
facility will be opened to accommodate children and adults with intellectual disabilities in 
counties Cavan and Monaghan (details supplied). [2794/20]

05/03/2020WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRDD02600Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRDD02700571. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on the waiting list for decompression surgery and a spinal fusion in Merlin Park Uni-
versity Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2796/20]

05/03/2020WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRDD02900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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05/03/2020WRDD03000572. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if a device (details supplied) is 
available here under the long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2800/20]

05/03/2020WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRDD03200Ambulance Service Provision

05/03/2020WRDD03300573. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his future plans regarding the pro-
vision of a reliable paramedic and emergency response service for the Athlone area; and if an 
air ambulance service will continue to form an integral part of this plan. [2801/20]

05/03/2020WRDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Ambulance Service is the stat-
utory provider of ambulance services in the state. The NAS provides a wide range of pre-hos-
pital care services to the public, including Emergency Medical Transfer, an Intermediate Care 
Service and the coordination of first responder schemes. The NAS also operates the nationwide 
Emergency Aeromedical Service, in conjunction with the Air Corps, from the Custume Bar-
racks base in Athlone.

The National Ambulance Service is currently undergoing significant reform in line with 
its strategic plan, Vision 2020, which was published in 2016. Vision 2020 is informed by the 
2014 HIQA Review of Ambulance Services and the 2016 NAS Baseline and Capacity Review, 
which recommended reforms to improve performance. In line with Vision 2020, a significant 
programme of work is underway to transform the NAS from an emergency medical service into 
a mobile medical service.

Regarding your specific query in relation to services in Athlone,I have referred your ques-
tion to the HSE.

05/03/2020WRDD03500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRDD03600574. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2803/20]

05/03/2020WRDD03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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05/03/2020WRDD03800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRDD03900575. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2805/20]

05/03/2020WRDD04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRDD04100Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WRDD04200576. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if additional home help hours will 
be awarded to a person (details supplied). [2808/20]

05/03/2020WRDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRDD04400Home Care Packages Data

05/03/2020WRDD04500577. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the average time allocated per visit to 
persons in terms of home care packages in each of the years 2018 and 2019, by county in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2812/20]

05/03/2020WRDD04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Question No. 578 answered with Question No. 495.

05/03/2020WRDD04800Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRDD04900579. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for intervention support in Galway and Roscommon ASD, by one, two, three, four and more 
than five years, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2823/20]

05/03/2020WRDD05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
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ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRDD05100Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRDD05200580. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children offered 
an outsourced assessment by Galway and Roscommon ASD in each of the years 2017 to 2019 
and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2824/20]

05/03/2020WRDD05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRDD05400Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRDD05500581. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the serious delays in the reimbursement of daratumumab Darzalex combination therapy (de-
tails supplied) for patients with multiple myeloma; the reason for the delay; when the therapy 
will be reimbursed and made available to patients here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2825/20]

05/03/2020WRDD05600800. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the delay in the reimbursement of daratumumab combination therapy (details sup-
plied) for persons with multiple myeloma; the reason for the delay; if he will direct the HSE to 
follow through on its approval decision made in 2019; and when the therapy will be reimbursed 
and made available to persons here. [3571/20]

05/03/2020WRDD05700801. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if clarity will be provided 
to clinicians and patients regarding when daratumumab Darzalex combination therapy (details 
supplied) will be made available as a treatment option for persons with relapsed and or refrac-
tory myeloma. [3572/20]

05/03/2020WRDD05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 581, 800 
and 801 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 which specifies 
the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.  

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an application 
to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list. 

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority. 

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have 
regard to a number of criteria. These reimbursement criteria are comprehensive and must all be 
carefully considered by the HSE when deliberating reimbursement applications, particularly as 
many of these reimbursement decisions represent multi-million euro investments by the State. 

The HSE has received an application for the reimbursement of daratumumab (Darzalex) as 
indicated for use in combination with bortezomib and dexamethasone for the treatment of adult 
patients with multiple myeloma who have received at least one prior therapy.
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The HSE has advised that, following a positive recommendation from the Drugs Commit-
tee, this application is receiving active consideration by the Executive Management Team. The 
HSE has also confirmed that it is in contact with the applicant company and will keep them 
updated of all developments in relation to this matter. 

05/03/2020WRDD05900Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRDD06000582. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for a service; the current waiting list to access the service; the steps 
being taken to address the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2829/20]

05/03/2020WRDD06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE00200Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE00300583. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for a service; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2830/20]

05/03/2020WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE  for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE00500Medical Card Eligibility

05/03/2020WREE00600584. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when the income thresholds 
for the medical card for those over the age of 70, as announced in budget 2020, will be intro-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2831/20]

05/03/2020WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As announced in Budget 2020, medical card 
gross income limits for those over 70 will be increased to €550 per week for a single person 
aged over 70 (currently €500 per week) and to €1050 for a couple aged over 70 (currently €900 
per week). It is my intention that this measure will be introduced from July 2020 and primary 
legislation is being drafted by my Department to provide the necessary legislative basis to give 
effect to the increased thresholds.

05/03/2020WREE00800Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WREE00900585. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can 
have their home help hours increased.  [2834/20]

05/03/2020WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WREE01100Hospital Staff Recruitment
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05/03/2020WREE01200586. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when the necessary 
staff will be appointed to allow the acute stroke unit to be opened at Letterkenny University 
Hospital.  [2835/20]

05/03/2020WREE01300803. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the progress made to open a 
stroke unit in Letterkenny University Hospital in view of the fact that it is the only acute hospi-
tal treating stroke patients that does not have a stroke unit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3575/20]

05/03/2020WREE01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 586 and 
803 together.

I am advised by the HSE that funding of €200,000 full year costs has been allocated to the 
Saolta Group to progress the development of the acute stroke unit in Letterkenny University 
Hospital.

Work is in train to progress the recruitment of staff, within the available funding, with an 
expectation that the unit will open later in 2020.

05/03/2020WREE01500Hospital Services

05/03/2020WREE01600587. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when the remaining 
nine beds in the short stay ward at Letterkenny University Hospital will be permanently re-
opened; and when the necessary staff will be appointed.  [2836/20]

05/03/2020WREE01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Capacity Review pub-
lished in 2018 was clear on the need for a major investment in additional capacity in both hos-
pital and community services combined with a widescale reform of the manner and the location 
of where health services are provided.

Progress has been made on increasing capacity. Since 2017, an additional 274 acute hospital 
beds opened nationally.

In addition, the provision of an additional 75 acute beds and 70 community beds was a key 
component of the Winter Plan 2018/19. 66 of these beds remain open on an on-going basis, 
including 5 additional beds in Letterkenny University Hospital. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly. 

Furthermore, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) agreed to support the marginal 
costs of funding 224 additional beds for three months initially to the end of March 2020. 

As of 2 March, the HSE has confirmed that 187 of those beds have opened as planned and 
183 remain open including 10 additional beds in Letterkenny University Hospital. My Depart-
ment has now confirmed with the NTPF that additional funding is being made available until 
the end of June 2020.

The Government is tackling the challenges that are facing the emergency departments in 
our hospitals. In addition to the immediate measures being undertaken in the Winter Plan, the 
Government through the Sláintecare Strategy and the investment being made in accordance 
Project Ireland 2040, is addressing the issues of access to healthcare and capacity in the system. 



5 March 2020

339

05/03/2020WREE01800Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

05/03/2020WREE01900588. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health when construction and 
refurbishment works will commence at Buncrana Community Hospital, County Donegal; and 
if additional bed capacity can be incorporated into the plans at this stage. [2837/20]

05/03/2020WREE02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WREE02100HSE Funding

05/03/2020WREE02200589. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if additional HSE 
funding will be allocated to organisations (details supplied) in addition to the core funding of 
€36,000 allocated to them in recent years. [2838/20]

05/03/2020WREE02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE02400Hospital Procedures

05/03/2020WREE02500590. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if Letterkenny Uni-
versity Hospital will continue to support and facilitate a person (details supplied) to carry out 
gastric bypass procedures at the hospital. [2841/20]

05/03/2020WREE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE02700Legislative Measures

05/03/2020WREE02800591. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the status in respect of 
Part 8 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 of the consultation process by the 
director of the decision support service on the recommendations of the multidisciplinary work-
ing group, which were submitted to them on 21 December 2018; the timeline for the completion 
of the consultation process and the publication of the final code of practice as prescribed by the 
Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2842/20]

05/03/2020WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Part 8 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Ca-
pacity) Act 2015 provides a legislative framework for advance healthcare directives (AHDs). 
An AHD is a statement made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and prefer-
ences regarding treatment decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has 
capacity. On 17 October 2016 the Minister for Health established a multidisciplinary working 
group to prepare a detailed series of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support 
Service (DSS), in relation to the code of practice under section 91(2) of the Act. In anticipation 
of the completion of that process, the Minister for Health commenced the remainder of sec-
tion 91 on 17 December 2018 [S.I. No. 527 of 2018]. This enabled the Director of the DSS to 
progress the preparation of the code of practice on the AHD provisions, based on the working 
group’s recommendations, and in accordance with the specific process outlined in the Act. The 
multidisciplinary working group submitted its recommendations on the code of practice to the 
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Director of the DSS on 21 December 2018.   

In relation to the commencement of Part 8 of the Act, my Department is fully committed 
to commencing these provisions as soon as possible. The development of the code of practice 
to accompany the AHR provisions is a key piece of work in facilitating commencement. The 
AHD Multidisciplinary Working Group developed a code of practice for Part 8 of the Act and 
submitted it to the Director of the Decision Support Service in December 2018 for consider-
ation. When the Director finalises the Code of Practice it will be submitted to the Minister for 
approval before publication.

05/03/2020WREE03000Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WREE03100592. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 363 of 18 June 2019 and 117 of 25 September 2019, when approval will be 
given to fill the position in the area medical office of the primary care centre in Roscommon 
town to enable medical assessments for the primary medical certificate to be carried out on pa-
tients who have applied for the primary medical certificate, and whose assessments have now 
been on hold for more ten months as a result of staffing levels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2843/20]

05/03/2020WREE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WREE03300Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE03400593. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is still waiting on occupational and physiotherapy provision; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2847/20]

05/03/2020WREE03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE03600Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE03700594. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
receive an appointment to have their cataracts removed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2848/20]

05/03/2020WREE03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WREE03900Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WREE04000595. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the cre-
ation of a post (details supplied); if it is a permanent or temporary position; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2850/20]

05/03/2020WREE04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WREE04200Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE04300596. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person cannot get 
an appointment for speech, occupational and physiotherapy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2852/20]

05/03/2020WREE04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Question No. 597 answered with Question No. 493.

05/03/2020WREE04600Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WREE04700598. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2855/20]

05/03/2020WREE04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WREE04900Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision
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05/03/2020WREE05000599. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a report will be provided re-
garding the way in which private sector IVF is regulated; his further plans in place in this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2870/20]

05/03/2020WREE05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, currently there 
is no specific legislation in Ireland governing assisted human reproduction (AHR), although 
there is limited existing regulation relating to certain aspects of this area – for instance, regard-
ing the use of gametes and embryos – as outlined in the response to a previous similar question 
submitted by the Deputy (PQ 194 of 17 October 2019; ref. 42703/19).

Given the lack of specific regulation in this area, the Government approved the drafting of 
a bill on AHR and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the 
Assisted Human Reproduction Bill.  This comprehensive piece of legislation encompasses the 
regulation of a range of practices, including: gamete (sperm or egg) and embryo donation for 
AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) of embryos; post-
humous assisted reproduction; and embryo and stem cell research.  The General Scheme also 
provides for an independent regulatory authority for AHR.  The provisions outlined within the 
General Scheme will ensure that AHR practices and related areas of research are conducted in 
a more consistent and standardised way and with the necessary oversight.  

In respect of the query as to whether a report will be provided on this issue, I wish to state 
that the focus of officials in my Department at this juncture is on ensuring that the legislation 
is published as soon as possible and thereafter assisting its progress through the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.

05/03/2020WREE05200Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE05300600. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the details of the IVF scheme in 
maternity hospitals; the criteria for same; the way in which eligibility is determined for such 
a scheme; the waiting list for same; the hospitals from which it is being operated; the way in 
which a referral is made or can be obtained; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2871/20]

05/03/2020WREE05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, I announced 
the roll-out of a model of care for infertility in December last year.  This model of care will 
ensure that infertility issues will be addressed through the public health system at the lowest 
level of clinical intervention necessary.  It will comprise three stages, starting in primary care 
(i.e., GPs) and extending into secondary (i.e., Regional Fertility Hubs) and then, where nec-
essary, tertiary care (i.e., IVF and other advanced assisted human reproduction (AHR) treat-
ments).  Structured referral pathways will be put in place and patients will be referred onwards 
for further investigations or treatment as required and as clinically appropriate.  It is intended 
that, in line with available resources, this model of care for infertility will be rolled out on a 
phased basis over the course of the coming years.

Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care will see the development of infertility ser-
vices at secondary care level.  Funding of €2m has been provided to develop Regional Fertility 
Hubs in maternity networks which will facilitate the management of a significant proportion of 
patients presenting with infertility issues. 

Phase Two will see the introduction of tertiary infertility services, including IVF, in the pub-
lic health system.  This cannot commence before the service is regulated through the Assisted 
Human Reproduction Bill.  The drafting of this comprehensive piece of legislation is ongoing 
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in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. 

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish Public 
Health Service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service.  The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under 
the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.  Given the costs associated 
with certain fertility medicines, I am aware that these schemes can have a material impact on 
the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of them.

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access AHR treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme. 

Overall, the implementation of the model of care will help to ensure the provision of safe, 
effective and accessible infertility services at all levels of the public health system as part of the 
full range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

05/03/2020WREE05500Disabilities Assessments

05/03/2020WREE05600601. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the HSE waiting times for as-
sessment of need for children with disabilities will be addressed; the number of children wait-
ing at present; the length of time they have been waiting in, tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2885/20]

05/03/2020WREE05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WREE05800Respite Care Services Provision

05/03/2020WREE05900602. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to deal 
with the ongoing respite crisis and the closure of a facility (details supplied), which is having a 
profound effect on families in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2888/20]

05/03/2020WREE06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities that will em-
power them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services 
they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan 
their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which 
is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people 
with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WRFF00200Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WRFF00300603. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to deal with 
the ongoing crisis regarding the provision of home help hours; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2889/20]

05/03/2020WRFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Last year the Health 
Service National Service Plan set a target that over 53,000 people would receive 17.9m home 
support hours and a further 235 people would receive 360,000 hours through intensive home 
care packages. This represented a combined target of over 18.2m hours of home support. This 
year an additional investment of €52 million has been provided for home support services and 
the 2020 Service Plan sets a target of over 19.2 million hours which is 1 million hours more 
than the 2019 target.

Enabling people to continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a long-
standing objective of successive governments.  To advance this, my Department is committed to 
establishing a new statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services.  
Sláintecare commits to the establishment of this scheme by the end of 2021.  The Department 
of Health is currently engaged in designing the scheme based on continual enhancement of 
existing service-provision and on good practice internationally in relation to health and social 
care delivery.  Of the additional investment in home supports this year €7m has been allocated 
for the testing of the new model of service delivery envisaged as part of the development of the 
statutory home-support scheme.  My Department is working with the HSE to finalise the plan 
for the testing phase which is expected to take place throughout 2020.

05/03/2020WRFF00500Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRFF00600604. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his views on the ongoing con-
cerns regarding a matter (details supplied); the reassurance he can offer to the public; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2894/20]

05/03/2020WRFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety and quality of all medicines and vaccines that 
are licensed in Ireland. While no medicine (including vaccines) is entirely without risk, the 
safety profile of Gardasil, as with all medicines, is carefully monitored and any new evidence 
concerning side-effects is taken into account. HPV vaccine is one of the most closely studied 
and monitored medicinal products around. The HPRA and the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) continually monitor adverse events to vaccination. The vast majority of reports received 
by the HPRA have been consistent with the expected pattern of short term adverse side effects 
for the vaccine, as described in the Patient Information Leaflet (PIL). These are usually mild 
and temporary reactions to any kind of vaccination. The Patient Information Leaflet provides 
information on the vaccine, its uses and on any precautions that require advice from a health-
care professional before it is administered.

05/03/2020WRFF00800Home Care Packages Provision

05/03/2020WRFF00900605. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a home care package will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the difficult circum-
stances in this case and if he will assist the person’s sibling in this time of need; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2895/20]
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05/03/2020WRFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRFF01100Hospitals Data

05/03/2020WRFF01200606. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of attendances at the 
minor injury unit in Monaghan General Hospital between 2010 and to date in 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2898/20]

05/03/2020WRFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRFF01400Home Help Service

05/03/2020WRFF01500607. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a home help applica-
tion that has been approved but remains in limbo for a person (details supplied); if the case will 
be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2899/20]

05/03/2020WRFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRFF01700Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRFF01800608. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2902/20]

05/03/2020WRFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRFF02000Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRFF02100609. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2903/20]
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05/03/2020WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRFF02300Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRFF02400610. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been waiting so long for a scan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2913/20]

05/03/2020WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRFF02600Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRFF02700611. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the main developments since 2007 
in the planning, construction and operation of the group home for persons with disabilities at 
Convent Lands, Carrickmacross, County Monaghan; if he will instruct the HSE to ensure the 
centre becomes operational without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2924/20]

05/03/2020WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
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equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRFF02900Hospital Services

05/03/2020WRFF03000612. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the services removed from 
Monaghan General Hospital since 2000; the new services provided at the hospital since 2000; 
the plans in place for the restoration or development of additional services in the coming period; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2925/20]

05/03/2020WRFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRFF03200General Practitioner Data

05/03/2020WRFF03300613. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time equivalent 
general practitioners operating in County Monaghan in each of the past five years; his plans to 
address the current shortages in this regard in many parts of the county, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2926/20]

05/03/2020WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of the workforce 
issues facing general practice, including those affecting rural areas, and has implemented a 
range of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. 

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. 

In addition, the number of medical graduates undertaking GP training has increased from 
120 in 2009 to 192 filled places in 2019. There will be a further increase in training places avail-
able this year with 217 places available.  It is hoped that final issues can be resolved so that the 
transfer of responsibility for training from the HSE the Irish College of General Practitioners 
can take place in 2020 and this will allow for a further expansion in the number of training 
places in future years.  

The recent Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see an increase in expenditure on GP 
services of €210 million annually by 2023, providing significant increases in capitation fees for 
participating GPs, and increases in supports for rural practices and practices in urban areas of 
deprivation.

Improved family friendly arrangements are an important feature of the revised contractual 
arrangements, with an increase in the locum rate for maternity and paternity cover, and an 
increase in the paternity leave allowance from 3 days to 2 weeks. This is in recognition of the 
need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family commitments. 

The Agreement also includes a commitment to a strategic review of GP services which is 
intended to examine how best to ensure the provision of GP services in Ireland for the future.  
This review will get underway in 2020.
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I am confident that these measures will help make general practice more sustainable and a 
more attractive career option for doctors.  

In relation to the number of full-time equivalent general practitioners operating in County 
Monaghan for each of the past five years, as this is a service issue I have asked the HSE to re-
spond directly to the Deputy in relation to this issue.

05/03/2020WRFF03500General Practitioner Services Provision

05/03/2020WRFF03600614. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the measures he plans to imple-
ment in respect of the difficulties in the recruitment and retention of general practitioners, with 
particular reference to rural practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2935/20]

05/03/2020WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of the workforce 
issues facing general practice, including those affecting rural areas, and has implemented a 
range of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. 

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. 

In addition, the number of medical graduates undertaking GP training has increased from 
120 in 2009 to 192 filled places in 2019. There will be a further increase in training places avail-
able this year with 217 places available.  It is hoped that final issues can be resolved so that the 
transfer of responsibility for training from the HSE the Irish College of General Practitioners 
can take place in 2020 and this will allow for a further expansion in the number of training 
places in future years.

The Agreement reached in 2019 on GP contractual reforms and service developments will 
see an increase in expenditure on GP services of €210 million annually by 2023, providing 
significant increases in capitation fees for participating GPs, and increases in supports for rural 
practices and practices in urban areas of deprivation.

Improved family friendly arrangements are an important feature of the revised contractual 
arrangements, with an increase in the locum rate for maternity and paternity cover, and an 
increase in the paternity leave allowance from 3 days to 2 weeks. This is in recognition of the 
need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family commitments. 

The Agreement also includes a commitment to a strategic review of GP services which is 
intended to examine how best to ensure the provision of GP services in Ireland for the future.  
This review will get underway in 2020.

I am confident that these measures will help make general practice more sustainable and a 
more attractice career option for doctors.

05/03/2020WRFF03800Home Care Packages Provision

05/03/2020WRFF03900615. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be 
provided for home support and home support packages in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 
2020, in view of the delays in providing such necessary supports; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2936/20]
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05/03/2020WRFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Last year the Health 
Service National Service Plan set a target that over 53,000 people would receive 17.9m home 
support hours and a further 235 people would receive 360,000 hours through intensive home 
care packages. This represented a combined target of over 18.2m hours of home support. This 
year an additional investment of €52 million has been provided for home support services and 
the 2020 Service Plan sets a target of over 19.2 million hours across the country which is 1 mil-
lion hours more than the 2019 target.

As the Deputy’s queries in relation to Cavan and Monaghan are a service matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

05/03/2020WRFF04100Home Care Packages Provision

05/03/2020WRFF04200616. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans for the HSE to recruit 
persons to provide home support and home care packages directly on behalf of the HSE rather 
than outsourcing such services; his views on whether the lack of personnel is contributing to the 
delays in having home support provided for eligible patients; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2937/20]

05/03/2020WRFF04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRFF04400Home Help Service

05/03/2020WRFF04500617. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health when the gratuity payment 
due to certain home help workers will be made in lieu of pension payments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2947/20]

05/03/2020WRFF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy is referring to home help work-
ers who are employed by voluntary providers of home help services which are funded under 
section 39 of the Health Act 2004.

I advised the Deputy previously on a number of occasions that as these home help workers 
are not employed by the HSE, the HSE and the Department have no role in determining the sal-
aries or other terms and conditions applying to these staff including any pension arrangements.

In addition, the Deputy is aware that a joint working group was established, as agreed as 
part of the 2015 Lansdowne Road talks, to consider a number of issues in relation to section 39 
organisations.  Unfortunately it was not possible to reach an agreement between the parties on 
the issue of gratuity payments.

05/03/2020WRFF04700Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRFF04800618. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied) in University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2951/20]

05/03/2020WRFF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRFF05000Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRFF05100619. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the provision of 
an occupational therapist to assist a person (details supplied) as previously recommended by the 
local HSE services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2955/20]

05/03/2020WRFF05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRFF05300Home Care Packages Provision

05/03/2020WRFF05400620. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a home care package, 
which has been approved, will be put in place for a person (details supplied). [2967/20]

05/03/2020WRFF05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRFF05600Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRFF05700621. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a surgical procedure ap-
pointment will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [2968/20]

05/03/2020WRFF05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving access to scoliosis services is a 
key commitment of this government. In recent years there has been an increased investment in 
paediatric orthopaedics and scoliosis services, which has improved access to surgery and outpa-
tient appointments. In 2018 Children’s Health Ireland (CHI; previously the Children’s Hospital 
Group) was provided with an additional €9 million in funding to address paediatric orthopaedic 
waiting lists, including the provision of scoliosis services. 

As a result, since 2018 there have been continued improvements in paediatric scoliosis 
services, with increased activity and a reduction in waiting times to access appointments and 
procedures. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
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the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRFF05900Medicinal Products

05/03/2020WRFF06000622. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a drug is to be reinstated 
in respect of a person (details supplied). [2969/20]

05/03/2020WRFF06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this refers to an individual case, I have 
referred this matter to the HSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRGG00200Maternity Services

05/03/2020WRGG00300623. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if it will be made mandatory 
for clinics and services providing non-invasive prenatal tests to ensure that websites belonging 
to such clinics and services properly inform persons of the positive predictive values of the tests 
they offer (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2972/20]

05/03/2020WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRGG00500Hospital Staff Data

05/03/2020WRGG00600624. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of staff recruited 
and the number of staff who have signed contracts for work at the modular unit located at South 
Tipperary General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2973/20]

05/03/2020WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRGG00800Maternity Services Provision

05/03/2020WRGG00900625. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
address the safety and capacity issues within the maternity hospital network in view of recent 
HIQA reports that identified serious failings in maternity care and significant service deficits; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2974/20]

05/03/2020WRGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Information and Quality Au-
thority’s National Standards for Safer Better Maternity Services were published in 2016. These 
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Standards were developed to support the implementation of the National Maternity Strategy in 
its aim to provide woman-centered, integrated, high quality team-based care to women and to 
ensure that maternity services meet the needs of the women and newborns by delivering safer, 
better and standardised services. 

HIQA has recently published reports of its monitoring programme against the National 
Standards at each maternity unit/hospital, along with an overview report into maternity services 
nationally. While the findings of these reports are largely positive, identifying high levels of 
compliance against most of the Standards assessed, the reports identify areas where further 
work is required.  

My Department is engaging with the HSE in order to ensure that a plan is developed to 
implement the recommendations. This will inform necessary service improvements and ensure 
that the positive findings are not only enhanced but sustained into the future.

05/03/2020WRGG01100Ministerial Meetings

05/03/2020WRGG01200626. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number and date of the 
meetings he has had with organisations (details supplied) with respect to the delivery of termi-
nation-of-pregnancy services from 2018 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2975/20]

05/03/2020WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I met with the organisations the Deputy 
refers to on the 2nd of October 2018, the 12th of November 2018, 10th of December 2018 and 
the 24th of May 2019 to discuss termination of pregnancy services. 

As you will be aware, the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act was passed 
in the Houses of the Oireachtas on 13th of December 2018 and signed into law by the President 
on 20th of December 2018. The service for termination of pregnancy commenced on 1 January 
2019.

05/03/2020WRGG01400Health Strategies

05/03/2020WRGG01500627. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementa-
tion of Sláintecare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2976/20]

05/03/2020WRGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Sláintecare Action Plan sets out detailed 
timeframes for 239 deliverables to be progressed in 2019 as the first year in the implementation 
of the Sláintecare vision, and firmly establishes a programmatic approach to the delivery of the 
Sláintecare strategy. There were 114 deliverables for the period up to September 2019, of which 
over 90% were on track. 

The final 2019 progress report is expected to be published shortly.

Key achievements in implementation include:

- Government agreement to establish six new regional health areas that will align and in-
tegrate Hospital Groups and Community Healthcare Organisations, which is a first major step 
towards restructuring our health services in line with recommendations in the Oireachtas Com-
mittee report;

- supporting the findings of the Independent Review Group established to examine private 
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activity in public hospitals (the De Buitléir Report) with the decision and announcement that 
all future consultant appointments, from second quarter 2020, will be to the new Sláintecare 
Consultant contract for public only work;

- Revised GP contractual arrangements, which will see a € 210 million investment (40% 
increase) in General Practice over the next four years of which €80 million will be available for 
the management of chronic diseases, like diabetes and COPD, through family doctors. This is 
expected to benefit more than 400,000 patients;

- strengthening the Health Service Executive with the formal appointment of the HSE Board 
in May 2019 and the appointment of a new HSE Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

- €20 million for 122 Integration Fund projects, designed to promote the engagement and 
empowerment of citizens in the care of their own health, scale and share examples of best 
practice and processes for chronic disease management and care of older people and encourage 
innovations in the shift of care to the community or provide hospital avoidance measures.

Other milestones in implementation include:

- Nine Community Healthcare Network (CHN) learning sites, designed to deliver Primary 
Health Care Services across an average population of 50,000, have been identified and Network 
Managers appointed.  Implementation lessons from the learning sites will inform further rollout 
of the wider CHN model across the country.

- An Elective Hospital Oversight Group has been established to established to guide the 
development of policy on dedicated elective/ambulatory hospitals.

- Budget 2020 provided a €10m Enhanced Community Care Fund, rising to €60m in 2021, 
funding up to 1,000 therapists, nurses and other frontline staff to care for people in the com-
munity, including advisers for people with dementia. This will allow us to treat people in the 
community, closer to their own homes, reducing community waiting lists.

- A care redesign fund of €12m has been provided to develop integrated care and enable 
people to access the right care in the right place at the right time.

- The Independent Patient Advocacy Service was established.

- Government approval was received to initiate the tender process for the Electronic Health 
Record in the National Children’s Hospital.

- The National Patient Experience Survey has now expanded to maternity services.

- The Smile agus Sláinte National Oral Health Policy was published in April 2019 with a 
commitment to elements of universal healthcare to be implemented between 2020 to 2026.

- The Healthy Ireland Outcomes Framework was published, and the Healthy Ireland Survey 
2019 has been published.

Priorities for 2020

Building on the foundations and achievements of 2019, Sláintecare will progress three 
multi-annual, jointly implemented priority reform programmes for 2020, which are to:

- develop and implement the business case for the Regional Health Areas to enable inte-
grated patient-centred services, that are safe, local and fairly distributed;

- develop and implement a Capacity and Access programme to address the findings of the 
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Health Service Capacity Review and reduce waiting times;

- examine eligibility and entitlement to health and social care services to make sure cost is 
not a barrier to getting care in a timely manner.    

05/03/2020WRGG01700General Practitioner Services Provision

05/03/2020WRGG01800628. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the measures he 
is taking to address the lack of access to general practitioner services in rural locations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2977/20]

05/03/2020WRGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of the workforce 
issues facing general practice, including those affecting rural areas, and has implemented a 
range of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. En-
hanced supports for rural GP practices have been introduced, and have been increased under the 
2019 Agreement between the Department of Health, the HSE, and the IMO. 

Other measures include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommo-
date more flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the 
GMS scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. 

In addition, the number of medical graduates undertaking GP training has increased from 
120 in 2009 to 192 filled places in 2019. 217 training places are available for 2020, and the 
number of doctors applying to the training scheme commencing in 2020 is the highest on record 
at 461.  

The Agreement reached in 2019 on GP contractual reforms and service developments will 
see an increase in expenditure on GP services of €210 million annually by 2023, providing 
significant increases in capitation fees for participating GPs, and increases in supports for rural 
practices and practices in urban areas of deprivation.  

Improved family friendly arrangements are another important feature of the revised contrac-
tual arrangements, with an increase in the locum rate for maternity and paternity cover, and an 
increase in the paternity leave allowance from 3 days to 2 weeks. This is in recognition of the 
need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family commitments.  

I am confident that these measures will help make general practice more sustainable and a 
more attractive career option for doctors.

05/03/2020WRGG02000General Practitioner Data

05/03/2020WRGG02100629. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his Department is notified 
of the number of general practitioner practices that are not in a position to accept new patients 
to their patient list; if so, if the information will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2978/20]

05/03/2020WRGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): GPs are independent practitioners who hold 
contracts with the HSE for the provision of services to medical card and GP visit card holders. 
The HSE does not collect data in relation to the number of GP’s who are not in a position to 
accept new GMS or private patients onto their patient lists.

The GMS GP contract stipulates that the maximum number of medical card or GP visit card 
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patients that a GP can have on his/her panel is 2,000, or 2,200 if the GP also holds an under 
6 contract, except for in exceptional circumstances where the HSE decides to apply a higher 
limit.  As of 1st of March 2020, only 6 of the 2,486 GMS  contract holders in the country have 
reached or exceeded the 2,200 maximum  patient limit and the average panel size for GPs was   
832 GMS  patients.

Where a GMS patient experiences difficulty in finding a GP to accept him/her as a patient, 
the HSE has the power to assign that person to a GP’s GMS patient list where the person has 
unsuccessfully applied to at least three GPs in the area who hold GMS contracts.

People who do not hold a medical card or GP visit card access GP services on a private basis 
and can make enquiries directly to any GP practice they wish to register with. 

 As private contractors, it is a matter for each individual GP to decide whether to accept ad-
ditional private patients.  In some instances, GP practices have a full list of patients and cannot 
take on new patients.  If this happens, patients should contact other GP practices in their area. 
While I have no role in relation to such matters, I would expect clinicians to consider the im-
portance of patients having access to a GP service close to home when deciding whether or not 
to accept private patients. 

05/03/2020WRGG02300Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRGG02400630. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the latest measures being ad-
opted to tackle the spread of Covid-19 and to increase preparedness here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2982/20]

05/03/2020WRGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Ireland has advanced plans in place as part 
of its comprehensive preparedness to deal with public health emergencies such as the one we 
are now experiencing in relation to Covid-19 (Coronavirus). These plans have developed from 
Ireland’s response to similar incidents such as pandemic influenza, SARS and MERS in the 
past. 

Prior to the declaration by the World Health Organization on 30 January 2020 that the out-
break of Coronavirus originating in Wuhan, China, meets the criteria for a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern (PHEIC) in accordance with the provisions of the International 
Health Regulations (2005), Ireland has been monitoring the situation since it originally arose in 
December, 2019. We have been preparing for the potential consequences since then.  

To the greatest extent possible, in matters relating to emerging international public health 
incidents, Ireland follows the advice and guidance of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and continues to do so as 
the situation evolves.

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) is the forum for managing the inter-
face between the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive during the planning 
and response phases of a public health emergency. The NPHET is chaired by the Chief Medical 
Officer and held its first meeting in relation to Covid-19 on Monday 27 January and has contin-
ued to meet regularly since then.

In addition, an Expert Advisory Group provides scientific advice and assistance to the 
NPHET in carrying out its work.

We are very conscious of the impacts on other sectors outside of health. Issues such as port 
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health, travel advice, contingency planning, communications as well as advice and guidance to 
various sectors, including the public, are being kept under constant review.

The Government has also agreed to establish a Cabinet Committee (chaired by the Taoise-
ach), to assess the social and economic impacts of the potential spread of COVID-19. The work 
of the Cabinet Committee will include advice on downstream impacts, mitigations and contin-
gencies for cross-sectoral issues and builds on the effective public health work undertaken to 
date. The cross-government approach to the coronavirus response will be based around cohe-
sive decision-making, partnership, expert public health advice and clarity of communications.

The Minister for Health signed the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2020 
(S.I. No. 53 of 2020) on Thursday 20th February 2020. These Regulations made provision for 
Covid-19 to be added to the list of notifiable diseases so that doctors will be obliged to notify 
the HSE when a case is suspected or diagnosed. 

The HSE’s Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) is closely monitoring the emerg-
ing situation and is collaborating with the Department, other Departments and various agencies 
in relation to preparedness measures. 

We have six cases in Ireland and three in Northern Ireland. The six cases in Ireland include 
two in the East and four in the West. All cases were identified and tested in line with established 
protocols for the investigation of suspect cases of Covid-19 and all are associated with travel 
from an affected area in Northern Italy, rather than contact with another confirmed case. The 
HSE is working to identify contacts the patients may have had, to provide them with informa-
tion and advice to prevent further spread. None of the patients have been named publicly by the 
Department of Health or the HSE in order to protect patient confidentiality. We have also been 
working closely with the public health authorities in Northern Ireland and public health authori-
ties have activated all appropriate contact tracing protocols. 

The National Public Health Emergency Team, at its meeting on 3 March 2020, has recom-
mended the following:

- Ireland’s case definition remains the same. It will continue to be reviewed by the National 
Public Health Emergency Team as the global situation evolves;

- On public health grounds, the travel advice for Italy is updated to advise against all non-es-
sential travel to the following four regions: Lombardy, Veneto, Emilia-Romagna and Piedmont;

- Mass Gatherings Guidelines to be published in the coming days, following cross Govern-
ment review;

- The HSE now moves to a community testing model for assessment and investigation of 
suspect cases;

- Four sub-groups have been established to review arrangements for vulnerable people, 
Health & Social Care Workers Protection, Acute Hospital Preparedness, Continuity of supply 
of Medicines and Medical Devices.

Ireland remains in containment phase, where the focus is on identifying and isolating any 
possible cases and ensuring rigorous infection prevention and control and contact tracing pro-
cedures are in place. 

Due to circumstances constantly evolving the Chief Medical Officer and NPHET will con-
tinue to communicate key public health messages to the public to keep them informed and up 
to date in relation to all matters concerning Covid-19. All relevant information will continue to 
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be published on the websites of the HSE, the HPSC and Gov.ie.

05/03/2020WRGG02600Disease Management

05/03/2020WRGG02700631. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the approach of his 
Department and the HSE to requests for persons suffering with Lyme disease or chronic Lyme 
disease to be properly supported by the health authorities here; and the reason there is no joint 
approach between health authorities and local authorities that have erected signage warning of 
the dangers of ticks.  [2989/20]

05/03/2020WRGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE Health Protection Surveillance 
Centre (HPSC) is responsible for the surveillance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme 
disease.  The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC established a Lyme Borreliosis Sub-
committee to look at ways of increasing public awareness.  Part of the work of the Subcom-
mittee is to ensure that all GPs are familiar with identifying and managing Lyme disease.  The 
HPSC website (hpsc.ie) provides extensive information on Lyme disease diagnosis, treatment 
and how to avoid tick bites for the general public and health professionals.  

As this PQ refers to operational matters regarding Lyme disease, I have referred it to the 
Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRGG02900Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRGG03000632. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2990/20]

05/03/2020WRGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures.

The HSE advise that they are very cognisant of the impact that a change in admission for 
surgery has on patients, and as such every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement 
of planned procedures and operations. The HSE further advise that patients are scheduled based 
on clinical need, but that unfortunately surgery may be deferred due to consultants needing to 
prioritise emergency cases. The decision to delay admission is not undertaken lightly and when 
such a decision is made, it is based on the safe delivery of care to all patients.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRGG03200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRGG03300633. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when an assessment (details 
supplied) will be completed; the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2994/20]

05/03/2020WRGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
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therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRGG03500Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRGG03600634. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if the autism therapist 
post has been filled to support families in the Inishowen area of County Donegal (details sup-
plied). [2996/20]

05/03/2020WRGG03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

05/03/2020WRGG03800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRGG03900635. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for speech and language therapy supports; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2998/20]

05/03/2020WRGG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRGG04100Respite Care Grant Applications

05/03/2020WRGG04200636. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider reim-
bursing the cost of respite care to a person (details supplied). [2999/20]

05/03/2020WRGG04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRGG04400Primary Care Centres Provision

05/03/2020WRGG04500637. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason the dental centre at 
Darley healthcare centre, Cootehill, County Cavan, has been closed for the past six weeks; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3009/20]

05/03/2020WRGG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRGG04700Transport Support Scheme

05/03/2020WRGG04800638. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a replacement 
scheme will be announced for the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3011/20]

05/03/2020WRGG04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Two schemes, 
the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put in place in 1979 and 1968 
respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE) at a time when there was 
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limited availability of accessible public transport.

The Government decided to close these administrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the 
reports of the Ombudsman in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both Schemes in the 
context of the Equal Status Acts. The HSE has continued to pay an equivalent monthly payment 
on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that the 
Scheme closed.

Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million per annum) when 
the Scheme closed in 2013, there were 3,831 people in receipt of the interim payments at July 
2019.   Of these recipients, 2,030 are in receipt of the full allowance rate of €208.50 per month.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport supports available to persons with 
disabilities in the State, for example the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, 
operated by the Revenue Commissioners; the Free Travel Scheme operated by the Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; and CLÁR funding, approved by the Minister for 
Rural and Community Development, to voluntary organisations providing transport for people 
with significant mobility issues.  

Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021, the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and avail-
ability  of accessible public transport.  

While consideration of the issues regarding the provision of transport supports for people 
with a disability continues within the Department of Health, recent developments which will 
impact on policy options include the following:

- The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in providing ac-
cessible public transport nationally and that Department’s public consultation launched on 14 
November last, to review active travel and public transport policy, including accessible public 
transport;  and

- The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019.  The research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs, from a whole of Government 
perspective.

05/03/2020WRGG05000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

05/03/2020WRGG05100639. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the draft legislation for 
the proposed changes to the fair deal scheme has been prepared and is ready to be introduced to 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3020/20]

05/03/2020WRGG05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation.

The General Scheme of Bill for the Amendment to the NHSS was approved by Government 
on 11 June 2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect 
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as soon as the legislative process is successfully complete.  The General Scheme was sent to 
the relevant Joint Committee and the Department participated in pre-legislative scrutiny on 13 
November 2019.  Engagement with the Office of the Attorney General continues with a view to 
progressing the legislative development process.  

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.

05/03/2020WRGG05300Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRGG05400640. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of the reconfigu-
ration of services for children with autism in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3021/20]

05/03/2020WRGG05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRGG05600Hospital Procedures

05/03/2020WRGG05700641. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a second procedure 
will take place in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3052/20]

05/03/2020WRGG05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

I have asked the HSE to examine the particulars of this case, and to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

05/03/2020WRGG05900Medical Card Reviews

05/03/2020WRGG06000642. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to include the costs of 
blood tests for holders of medical cards under the provisions and benefits of the medical card 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3060/20]

05/03/2020WRGG06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The provision of routine phlebotomy ser-
vices (blood tests) without charge to persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card is already 
included under the current GMS contract. However, I am aware that some GPs are charging 
GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances. 

Under the terms of the GMS contract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  
‘’all proper and necessary treatment of a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and 
not requiring special skill or experience of a degree or kind which general practitioners can-
not reasonably be expected to possess.” There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for 
medical card or GP visit card holders to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided 
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by their GP which are required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a 
condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. 

If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incorrectly 
charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report the 
matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

05/03/2020WRHH00200Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRHH00300643. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a surgery appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3061/20]

05/03/2020WRHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The HSE advise that they are very cognisant of the impact that a change in admission for 
surgery has on patients, and as such every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement 
of planned procedures and operations. The HSE further advise that patients are scheduled based 
on clinical need, but that unfortunately surgery may be deferred due to consultants needing to 
prioritise emergency cases. The decision to delay admission is not undertaken lightly and when 
such a decision is made, it is based on the safe delivery of care to all patients.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRHH00500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRHH00600644. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an occupa-
tional therapy appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3064/20]

05/03/2020WRHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRHH00800Patient Data

05/03/2020WRHH00900645. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a diag-
nosis has been reached in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3085/20]

05/03/2020WRHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
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referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRHH01100Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRHH01200646. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
is likely to receive an appointment for further ASD supports such as speech and language and 
occupational therapy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3089/20]

05/03/2020WRHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRHH01400Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRHH01500647. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); if the case will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3090/20]

05/03/2020WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRHH01700Medical Card Applications

05/03/2020WRHH01800648. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3110/20]

05/03/2020WRHH01900888. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3817/20]

05/03/2020WRHH02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 648 and 
888 together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention 
and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRHH02100Medical Card Drugs Availability

05/03/2020WRHH02200649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has had their entitlement to medication under the GMS reduced on their diagnoses for 
Parkinson’s disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3111/20]

05/03/2020WRHH02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRHH02400Home Care Packages Provision
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05/03/2020WRHH02500650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an enhanced homec-
are package will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3140/20]

05/03/2020WRHH02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

05/03/2020WRHH02700Disability Services Provision

05/03/2020WRHH02800651. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if this enquiry can be ref-
erenced as an application for services respite and otherwise by a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3141/20]

05/03/2020WRHH02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRHH03000Medical Card Applications

05/03/2020WRHH03100652. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3142/20]

05/03/2020WRHH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRHH03300General Practitioner Contracts

05/03/2020WRHH03400653. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the extra allowances available 
to general practitioners who operate in Gaeltacht areas or in island communities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3152/20]

05/03/2020WRHH03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Agreement reached in 2019 on GP Con-
tractual Reforms and Service Development will see an increase in expenditure on GP services 
of €210 million by 2023, providing for significant increases in capitation fees for all partici-
pating GPs, and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the 
chronic disease management programme.

The Agreement also includes measures aimed specifically at rural GPs, including those in 
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Gaeltacht and Island areas, as well as practices in urban areas of deprivation. As part of this 
package, the financial allowance available to eligible GP practices for the Rural Practice Sup-
port Framework has been increased by 10% from this year to a maximum of €22,000.

Additionally, the Agreement provides for a phased 28% increase in fees from 2020-2022 for 
dispensing doctors, GPs in rural areas that dispense medicines directly to patients who do not 
live within a reasonable distance of a retail pharmacy.

05/03/2020WRHH03600HSE Agency Staff

05/03/2020WRHH03700654. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the decision of the HSE to curtail physiotherapy and occupational therapy services in County 
Mayo by the cancelling of agency contracts on 28 February 2020 despite the length of current 
waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3153/20]

05/03/2020WRHH03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRHH03900Drug Treatment Programmes

05/03/2020WRHH04000655. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if an individual reimbursement 
will be provided for the treatment of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3157/20]

05/03/2020WRHH04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRHH04200Hospital Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRHH04300656. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to re-
source the 60 vacant beds in the new Dunmore wing of University Hospital Waterford in view 
of the possible arrival of Covid-19 in the south-east (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3159/20]

05/03/2020WRHH04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRHH04500Hospital Groups

05/03/2020WRHH04600657. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the reason a South-West Hos-
pital Group board position has remained vacant since April 2019; the reason an eminently 
qualified retired County Waterford medical consultant proposed to him for the position in May 
2019 has not been contacted regarding filling the vacancy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3160/20]

05/03/2020WRHH04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2017, I approved a process whereby Hos-
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pital Group Board vacancies would be publicly advertised on the State Boards portal (www.
stateboards.ie) operated by the Public Appointments Service (PAS), in line with DPER Guide-
lines on Appointments to State Boards. 

Members of the South South West Hospital Group Board were selected through this process. 

As you are aware, the Oireachtas Committee on the Future of Healthcare Sláintecare Report 
(2017) recommended the alignment of hospital and community health and social care services 
into cohesive geographical regions to facilitate population-based resource allocation and gov-
ernance to enable integrated care.

The announcement, in 2019, of six new regional health areas is the first step in organising 
person-centred health and social care services focussed on the needs of populations within spe-
cific regions. The Sláintecare Programme Implementation Office is working with all hospital 
groups and CHOs to inform the development of detailed proposals in this regard.

05/03/2020WRHH04800Healthcare Policy

05/03/2020WRHH04900658. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Health the opening hours and days 
for the children’s urgent care centre at Connolly Hospital; if it was envisaged that it would open 
longer than this; the reason this is not the case; the plans in place for same to open for longer; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3163/20]

05/03/2020WRHH05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRHH05100Healthcare Policy

05/03/2020WRHH05200659. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no on-
site laboratory testing for the children’s urgent care centre at Connolly Hospital; his views on 
whether sending all tests to Temple Street Children’s University Hospital is a safe and efficient 
provision of care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3164/20]

05/03/2020WRHH05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

05/03/2020WRHH05400Hospital Accommodation Provision

05/03/2020WRHH05500660. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Health his plans for the provision 
of additional step-down bed facilities at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3165/20]

05/03/2020WRHH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRHH05700Healthcare Policy

05/03/2020WRHH05800661. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Health his plans to include for the 
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provision of inpatient and outpatient private healthcare in the new national children’s hospital 
or its satellite centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3166/20]

05/03/2020WRHH05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the National Contract for Con-
sultants negotiated in 2008, some consultants holding specific contracts are entitled to engage 
in private outpatient practice outside of their public commitment and this commitment must 
be conducted on site, that is, in the hospital they are contracted with. As a result, private out-
patient clinics may be held on public hospital campuses but these clinics must be held outside 
contracted hours.  Private clinics are currently located on the grounds of each the existing three 
children’s hospitals.  

The new children’s hospital is obliged to provide such facilities for consultants holding such 
contracts.  Accordingly, while the vast majority of services in the new children’s hospital will 
be public services, within the new hospital an area has been planned which carries the designa-
tion of “private clinic”.  The private outpatient clinic at the new children’s hospital represents 
circa 0.25% of the clinical space within the new children’s hospital. There are a total of 129 
outpatient clinical exam rooms primarily accessed off the main concourse on the ground and 
lower ground floor of the new children’s hospital, each of which are identical in design and fit 
out. There are 8 clinical exam rooms in the private outpatient clinic.

Ultimately, the proposal is for consultants to pay a fee for use of private rooms and other 
operational costs. The proposed level of fee has not been determined yet.

05/03/2020WRHH06000Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

05/03/2020WRHH06100662. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that funding for drug taskforces in Dublin was almost 9% lower in 2019 than 
in 2010; if a commitment will be made to increase annually over a 10-year period, the funding 
for local drug and alcohol taskforces until it is back to 2008 levels; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3173/20]

05/03/2020WRHH06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in assessing the extent and nature of the drug problem in lo-
cal communities. They ensure that a coordinated approach is taken across all sectors to address 
substance misuse based on the identified needs and priorities in their areas. 

The Department of Health and the HSE provide total annual funding of €28m to task forces 
for local initiatives to tackle drug and alcohol use and misuse, in line with the National Drugs 
Strategy. Task forces use this funding to support over 280 community projects throughout the 
country.

The overall allocation to task forces was reduced between 2011 and 2013 due to the fiscal 
crisis. Since 2014, funding provided to task forces has remained constant.

In 2019, the Department provided additional funding of €1m to support the implementation 
of the National Drugs Strategy. Budget 2020 provided for the continuation of this additional 
€1m in 2020.

In 2019, €480,000 of this funding provided an additional €20,000 for each of the 24 task 
forces, with €10,000 recurring on a permanent annual basis. The remaining funding is being 
provided for 14 new strategic drug and alcohol initiatives. These initiatives will each receive 
funding of €190,000 over 36 months until mid 2022.  
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The strategic initiatives reflect priorities agreed between the community health organisa-
tions and the task forces to ensure that resources are targeted at groups most in need.

Measuring the overall effectiveness of the response to the drug problem is an important ob-
jective of drug policy. Resources should be directed towards interventions and strategies which 
are most likely to lead to a reduction in problem substance use and an improvement in public 
health, safety and well-being.

The allocation of resources for task forces is decided on an annual basis as part of the Es-
timates process. The provision of additional funding is a matter for consideration in the 2021 
Budget.

05/03/2020WRJJ00200Mental Health Services Staff

05/03/2020WRJJ00300663. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason the position of na-
tional director of mental health is unfilled. [3174/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRJJ00500Hospitals Data

05/03/2020WRJJ00600664. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons treated 
for stroke in Mullingar, Cavan, Drogheda and Blanchardstown hospitals in each of the past five 
years; the number of these patients that had thrombolysis treatment in each hospital, respec-
tively, in each of the years; the number of FAST positive patients treated in each hospital in 
each year; the budget for Navan Hospital for each of the past ten years; the budget for the emer-
gency department in Navan Hospital in each of the past ten years; his plans to ensure training 
for junior doctors at Navan Hospital is reinstated; and if the emergency department in Navan 
Hospital will remain fully functional for 2020. [3175/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRJJ00800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRJJ00900665. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will is-
sue to persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3177/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRJJ01100Home Help Service

05/03/2020WRJJ01200666. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a home help application by a 
person (details supplied) will be expedited; the reason for the delay regarding the package; the 
status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3179/20]
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05/03/2020WRJJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRJJ01400Free Travel Scheme

05/03/2020WRJJ01500667. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will contact the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure the free travel pass can be accepted on LocalLink bus 
services in exceptional cases such as the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3180/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be aware that the Free Travel Scheme is operated on behalf of the Department for Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Department of Transport, tourism and sport has a 
responsibility to provide Public Transport, that is Transport open to the entire community, and 
transport exclusively for HSE Service users does not fall into this remit. 

There are improvements in access to a range of transport supports available to persons with 
disabilities in the State, for example the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, 
operated by the Revenue Commissioners; the Free Travel Scheme operated by the Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; and CLÁR funding, approved by the Minister for 
Rural and Community Development, to voluntary organisations providing transport for people 
with significant mobility issues. 

Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021, the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and avail-
ability of accessible public transport.   

The Department of Health and the HSE provide specialist disability services, including Day 
Services and Rehabilitative Training, to people with disabilities who require such services. 
Transport is not considered a core Health service and as such Day Service funding does not 
include transport.  

In the case provided, of a service user in Cavan, the HSE have informed the department 
that the Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO 1) works with Local Link to provide a 
co-ordinated and efficient transport service, for all service users going to day services oper-
ated or funded by the HSE. The HSE pays 90% of the costs of this day service transport, with 
the remainder funded through passenger fares. The HSE has no remit to provide transport but 
recognises that service users living in rural areas would not be able to access services without 
transport supports. 

It is important to note that at present fares (€4) are collected on “closed” routes (i.e. not 
open to the general public but for HSE service users only). Service users who are using a public 
“open” Local Link bus route to get to their day service, can use their free bus pass. 

The €4 charge collected on these ‘closed’ routes contributes to overall improvements in 
service delivery including increased number of routes, shorter journey times and improvement 
in quality of vehicles used.  

The HSE service provided is:

- Safe and of the highest quality providing door to door transport for people attending HSE 
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funded services, including assigned designated Garda vetted drivers per service so that relation-
ships and trust are developed between passenger and driver

- fully accessible

- best value for money

- co-ordinated and managed in a professional manner by people who have expertise in trans-
port provision

- reviewed continuously to ensure shorter passenger journey times.

This partnership with transport providers commenced in Sligo and Leitrim in 2012. At this 
time, day services commenced collecting transport fares within the centre. However, some 
centres did not collect fares and to ensure equity all passengers are now being requested to pay 
fares.

05/03/2020WRJJ01700Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRJJ01800668. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); if an appointment will be arranged; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3198/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRJJ02000Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRJJ02100669. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if urgent assistance will be 
provided to a person (details supplied) in relation to the needs outlined in correspondence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3202/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRJJ02300Maternity Services



Questions - Written Answers

370

05/03/2020WRJJ02400670. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the person or body that oversees 
contractual adherence to the public to private care ratios in maternity hospitals; the protocols in 
place to ensure the oversight is consistent across hospitals and hospital groups; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3204/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following engagement concerning consul-
tant compliance with private practice limits during 2017 and the early months of 2018, the 
Department wrote to the HSE on 19th April confirming arrangements agreed to ensure the de-
velopment by the HSE of a comprehensive governance framework, to operate at both national 
and local levels. 

It was agreed that the framework would include responsibilities at local, Hospital Group and 
national levels and that it should specify processes for monthly reporting from Hospital Group 
CEOs to the National Director for Acute Hospitals with quarterly reporting to the Deputy Di-
rector General. Reflecting this, the HSE developed the attached Compliance Framework for the 
ongoing monitoring of compliance across hospitals and hospital groups. The Framework speci-
fies the responsibilities of the Hospital Clinical Director, the Hospital CEO/General Manager, 
the Group CEO/Clinical Director and the National Director Acute Operations.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
tation/2020-03-05_pq670-05-03-2020_en.pdf  “>Consultancy Contract Compliance Frame-
work</a>

05/03/2020WRJJ02600Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WRJJ02700671. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the protocol for appointing a 
clinical director; and the details of the screening process they undergo. [3205/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

05/03/2020WRJJ02900Hospital Consultant Contracts

05/03/2020WRJJ03000672. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants here 
operating under the 1997 category II contract; and the ratio of public to private patients allowed 
under this contract. [3206/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

05/03/2020WRJJ03200HSE Reports

05/03/2020WRJJ03300673. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the HSE internal audit report 
of Cork University Maternity Hospital, as referenced in the media on 26 February 2020 (details 
supplied) will be made available. [3207/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the specific question raised. 
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05/03/2020WRJJ03500HSE Reports

05/03/2020WRJJ03600674. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of audit reports 
conducted on maternity hospitals in the past five years; and if copies of the audits will be made 
available. [3208/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the specific questions raised. 

05/03/2020WRJJ03800Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRJJ03900675. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to improve 
the diagnosis, management and treatment of endometriosis (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3220/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy may wish to note that a 
new Women’s Health Taskforce was established in the Department of Health in September 
2019 to improve women’s health outcomes and women’s experiences of healthcare. The Task-
force will tackle a wide range of issues impacting women’s health outcomes in Ireland and will 
work on these on a phased, prioritised basis, delivering a two-year rolling Women’s Health Ac-
tion Programme.

Priority action areas are decided by the Taskforce in consultation with stakeholders, includ-
ing the public. At its meeting in December, the Taskforce agreed to focus on three initial areas 
over the coming months: which includes improving gynaecological health for women and girls. 
As part of the focus on improving gynaecological health for women and girls, actions in rela-
tion to endometriosis will be developed.

However, as the query raised by the Deputy relates to a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to reply to you directly

05/03/2020WRJJ04100Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRJJ04200676. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the need 
for additional specialist rehabilitation units, psychiatric intensive care units and mental health 
crisis houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3222/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRJJ04400Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRJJ04500677. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the urgent need of a person 
(details supplied) to secure a specialist rehabilitation unit place will be given consideration; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3223/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRJJ04700Mental Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRJJ04800678. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a CAMHS appointment 
will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3225/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRJJ05000Cancer Screening Programmes

05/03/2020WRJJ05100679. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the estimated current amount 
of time for women to receive the result of a smear test under the CervicalCheck programme 
including for members of a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3228/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Screening Service is 
reporting, as of 25 February 2020, that the average turnaround time for processing results of a 
smear test under the CervicalCheck programme is 3.4 weeks. 

05/03/2020WRJJ05300State Claims Agency Data

05/03/2020WRJJ05400680. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the legal costs of fighting court 
cases in relation to the administration of the pandemrix vaccine; and his views on whether the 
State should cease fighting court cases against persons that suffered narcolepsy after receiving 
the pandemrix virus and instead ensure that they receive appropriate compensation without the 
need for expensive court cases. [3230/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statu-
tory remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negligence, 
on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s) including the Health Service Executive. The 
management of the H1N1 (swine flu) vaccine cases is delegated to the State Claims Agen-
cy and I have no role in determining how these cases are conducted.

An Expert Group was established in June 2018, under Mr Justice Charles Meenan, to ex-
amine the law in relation to personal injuries arising in the healthcare context and to explore 
alternative mechanisms by which claims could be managed more effectively, particularly from 
the perspective of the person on whose behalf a claim has been made. The final Report from 
this Expert Group has been received and both the Department of Health and the Department of 
Justice and Equality are considering it. The recommendations of this Report will be taken into 
account in relation to the development of any vaccine compensation scheme.
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In addition, the Health Research Board recently completed a review of the evidence on vac-
cine injury redress programmes in other jurisdictions and this report will also be considered in 
conjunction with the Expert Group’s recommendation.

Since 2012, the Department of Health, the HSE, and the Department of Education and 
Skills, and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection have worked together 
to provide a wide range of services and supports for those affected.  

The HSE’s Advocacy Unit acts as liaison with service and support providers and other 
Government Departments to facilitate access to required services.  It has also engaged with rep-
resentatives of SOUND (Sufferers of Unique Narcolepsy Disorder).  Four regional narcolepsy 
co-ordinators have been appointed as single points of contact to assist patients and their families 
by providing advice, information and access to local services.

The ex-gratia health supports include:

- clinical care pathways to ensure access to diagnosis and treatment;

- multi-disciplinary assessments led by clinical experts;

- counselling services for both the individuals and their families;

- discretionary medical cards for those who have been diagnosed;

- physiotherapy and occupational therapy assessments.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning legal costs of fighting court cases in 
relation to the administration of the Pandemrix Vaccine is not readily available. Accordingly, I 
have asked the State Claims Agency to collate the information and it will be forwarded to the 
Deputy as soon as it is available.

  Question No. 681 answered with Question No. 495.

05/03/2020WRJJ05700Nursing Staff

05/03/2020WRJJ05800682. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason nurses who continue 
to work in the health services after 65 years of age revert to their starting salary and lose all 
increments for subsequent years worked; his views on whether this acts as a disincentive to 
experienced persons continuing to work in the health services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3242/20]

05/03/2020WRJJ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

05/03/2020WRKK00200Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRKK00300683. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will pay for a person 
(details supplied) to be accommodated in healthcare facilities. [3248/20]

05/03/2020WRKK00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRKK00500Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WRKK00600684. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the employ-
ment of a replacement radiologist at Our Lady’s Hospital, Manorhamilton, County Leitrim, fol-
lowing the retirement of the radiologist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3270/20]

05/03/2020WRKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRKK00800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRKK00900685. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the approvals 
process for Osimertinib; the date on which the drug will be approved for reimbursement; if his 
attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) in County Meath spending 
€5,270 per month on the medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3273/20]

05/03/2020WRKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Sup-
ply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 which specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement 
of medicines.  The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.  
The HSE does not require approval or consent from the Minister or Government when making 
a reimbursement decision.  As Minister for Health, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
on individual cases.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a com-
pany would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an applica-
tion to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

Reimbursement is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the 2013 Health 
Act to have regard to a number of criteria. These reimbursement criteria are comprehensive 
and must all be carefully considered by the HSE when reimbursement decisions are under con-
sideration, particularly as many of these reimbursement decisions represent multi-million euro 
investments by the State.

I am advised by the HSE that it has received two applications for the reimbursement of 
osimertinib (Tagrisso). The application received for osimertinib for the treatment of adult pa-
tients with locally advanced or metastatic EGFR T790M mutation-positive non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC) has had a positive recommendation from the Drugs Committee and is cur-
rently under consideration by the HSE in line with the 2013 Health Act.

The HSE has confirmed that it is in contact with the applicant company and will keep them 
updated of all developments in relation to this matter.
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05/03/2020WRKK01100Home Care Packages Data

05/03/2020WRKK01200686. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
homecare support packages by county in tabular form. [3283/20]

05/03/2020WRKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRKK01400Home Care Packages Data

05/03/2020WRKK01500687. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of the 1 million home 
care hours promised in budget 2020 that have been allocated in January and February 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3284/20]

05/03/2020WRKK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRKK01700Disability Services Funding

05/03/2020WRKK01800688. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the timeline for funding for the 
new build to replace a centre (details supplied) for children with physical and learning disabili-
ties which is queued for funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3285/20]

05/03/2020WRKK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRKK02000Hospitals Building Programme

05/03/2020WRKK02100689. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of the new mortuary 
building at University Hospital Waterford; the timeline for completion of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3286/20]

05/03/2020WRKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter. 

05/03/2020WRKK02300Hospice Services Provision

05/03/2020WRKK02400690. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment of 
hospice nurses for Waterford hospice located at the Dunmore wing, University Hospital Water-
ford; the timeline for the recruitment of hospice nurses; the opening date of the facility; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3287/20]

05/03/2020WRKK02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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05/03/2020WRKK02600Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRKK02700691. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health if stroke patients in County 
Meath will be reassured that their life and safety is not being compromised by bypassing Navan 
Hospital. [3288/20]

05/03/2020WRKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The stroke bypass protocol for Our Lady’s 
Hospital Navan (OLHN) has been introduced by the HSE and the National Ambulance Service. 

The reason that this stroke bypass has been put in place is for patient safety.  There is no 
stroke unit in OLHN nor does the hospital have a consultant specialist in stroke.  The Mater 
Hospital, who will accept the majority of these patients, will provide stroke care to patients 
from the Navan catchment area.  

Under the stroke bypass protocol, it will be possible to ensure that patients from Meath re-
turn to OLHN, closer to their families, as soon as possible.  Once assessed at the stroke unit in 
the Mater, the patients who do not require thrombolysis will return to Navan to complete their 
care.  Those patients who do require thrombolysis treatment will be repatriated to Navan within 
a 48/72-hour period to complete their care. 

Navan will continue to provide rehabilitation care for stroke patients in the catchment area.  
This new protocol will improve patient safety and outcomes for the people of Meath who have 
a stroke. 

05/03/2020WRKK02900HSE Properties

05/03/2020WRKK03000692. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health his plans for a former HSE 
property (details supplied); the services that will be provided there; the number of staff that will 
be employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3309/20]

05/03/2020WRKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRKK03200Home Care Packages Funding

05/03/2020WRKK03300693. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in coun-
ties Roscommon and Galway that have been awarded homecare but are still waiting for same 
due to funding not being made available. [3310/20]

05/03/2020WRKK03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRKK03500Emergency Departments Closures

05/03/2020WRKK03600694. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to reopen the accident and emergency unit at Roscommon Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3311/20]
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05/03/2020WRKK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Smaller Hospitals Framework defined 
the role of smaller hospitals and outlined the need for smaller hospitals and larger hospitals to 
operate within Hospital Groups.  The Framework identified the activities that can be performed 
in smaller Model 2 hospitals, like Roscommon Hospital, in a safe and sustainable manner. In 
developing our smaller hospitals, the first and over-riding concern is the safety of patients. 

Significant progress has been made in the establishment and development of Hospital 
Groups over the last few years.  Our hospitals are now working together and supporting each 
other in Groups.  This new way of working provides a stronger role for smaller hospitals, like 
Roscommon Hospital, in delivering a higher volume of less complex care in many cases closer 
to patients’ homes.  It also ensures that patients who require true emergency or complex planned 
care are managed safely in a larger hospital environment.

Through reconfiguration and consolidation of services, demonstrably better outcomes can 
be achieved for patients, as has already been shown in the case of cancer treatment.

Minor Injuries Clinics and similar units provide valuable services to local communities and 
alleviate the pressures on Emergency Departments.  The Roscommon Injuries Unit is located in 
the urgent care centre in Roscommon Hospital,  is open 7 days a week from 8am to 8pm, and 
can treat both adults and children aged 5 and over with non-life-threatening or limb-threatening 
injuries.

In recent years, the recorded number of patients attending the Roscommon Injuries Unit 
have continued to rise, from approximately 5,000 in 2016, to 6,100 in 2017, up to 6,600 in 2018.

There are no plans to reopen the accident and emergency unit at Roscommon Hospital at 
this time.

05/03/2020WRKK03800Hospital Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WRKK03900695. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if additional nursing staff will 
be hired to staff the new 50 bed unit planned for Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe; the current 
stage the plans are at for the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3312/20]

05/03/2020WRKK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects and services, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRKK04100Hospital Services

05/03/2020WRKK04200696. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given 
to move services currently available at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe elsewhere; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3313/20]

05/03/2020WRKK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The establishment of Hospital Groups has 
enabled a better configuration of hospital services with benefits relating to safety, quality, ac-
cess, cost and sustainable medical staffing.  The structure ensures that Hospitals working to-
gether in a Group will be able to support each other, providing a stronger role for smaller hospi-
tals in delivering less complex care, and ensuring that those who require emergency or complex 
planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals. 

The Smaller Hospitals Framework focuses in particular on the future role of smaller hos-
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pitals and outlines the wide range of services that can be provided within these smaller hos-
pitals.  The Department of Health is committed to securing and further developing the role of 
our smaller hospitals, including Model 3 hospitals such as Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 
with the expansion of services delivered in these hospitals, especially in services such as day 
surgery; ambulatory care; medical services and diagnostics. 

As this is an operational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you 
directly as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRKK04400Medical Products

05/03/2020WRKK04500697. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of braces for a 
child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3347/20]

05/03/2020WRKK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRKK04700Nursing Home Services

05/03/2020WRKK04800698. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the situation at a nursing 
home (details supplied); the number of staff vacancies at the home; the duration of the vacan-
cies; the duration of the contracts offered in the recruitment process; the number of vacant beds; 
the date the last patient; was admitted; and when full day care services will be reinstated to four 
or five days per week. [3353/20]

05/03/2020WRKK04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRKK05000Primary Care Centres Provision

05/03/2020WRKK05100699. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
provision of the primary care centre scheduled for Bangor Erris, County Mayo; and the timeline 
for delivery of same. [3354/20]

05/03/2020WRKK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRKK05300General Medical Services Scheme Expenditure

05/03/2020WRKK05400700. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if the two general medi-
cal services, GMS, allowances will remain in place to enable the Bangor Erris, Glenamoy and 
Geesala clinics to remain open with two full-time nurses and two full-time secretaries in Ban-
gor and Glenamoy as is the case; and if his attention has been drawn to the savings made by 
reducing to one general practitioner covering the area from Doohoma Head, Bellacorick and 
Carrowteige. [3355/20]

05/03/2020WRKK05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the status of the GMS panels in Bangor 
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Erris and Glenamoy is an operational issue, I have asked the HSE to provide an update on this 
matter directly to the Deputy.

Under the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, GPs are reimbursed for the range of 
services they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders.  GPs are remunerated for these 
services by the HSE primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional support pay-
ments and fees for specific items of service.

Capitation payments are made in respect of each medical card and GP visit card patient on 
a GP’s panel, with capitation rates varying across gender and age cohort to reflect differences 
in health need; therefore the cost associated with the provision of GP care to GMS patients is 
largely determined by the number of GMS patients rather than the number of GPs concerned.

05/03/2020WRKK05600HSE Reports

05/03/2020WRKK05700701. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the Valproate Project Response report; when it will be published (details supplied); 
if an independent inquiry will be established to examine the matter; if his attention has been 
further drawn to the French compensation scheme for persons affected by foetal anti-convulsant 
syndrome and a UK report due to be published on 24 March 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3356/20]

05/03/2020WRKK05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s report on its Valproate Response 
Project has been considered within my Department, and I have received briefing from officials.  
The report describes the HSE’s work on sodium valproate issues since the Valproate Response 
team was established in May 2018.  This work has included the provision of an expert support 
service for people with concerns about exposure to sodium valproate; establishing a dedicated 
genetics clinic in Our Lady’s Hospital Crumlin to improve access to genetic testing; support-
ing the development of a diagnostic pathway for foetal valproate syndrome; and improving 
the structures in place to support families affected by valproate syndrome.  The HSE has also 
begun the development of a Programme for Women’s Health in Epilepsy, which will coordinate 
the national response to issues relating to sodium valproate.  The Project report was not written 
with a view to publication; however, I will ask the HSE to consider doing so. 

There are no plans to hold an independent inquiry at present. 

I am aware of the French Government’s compensation scheme and the scheduled publica-
tion of the Independent Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Review in the UK later this 
month. I have asked officials to monitor developments on both of these issues. 

05/03/2020WRKK05900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRKK06000702. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 653 of 11 July 2019, the payments (details supplied) for 2019, for schemes, the medical 
card, drugs payment, methadone and long-term illness schemes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3360/20]

05/03/2020WRKK06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WROO00200Health Services Data

05/03/2020WROO00300703. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
with Down’s syndrome awaiting assessment for the diagnosis of juvenile arthritis; the average 
wait time for the assessment by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3368/20]

05/03/2020WROO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WROO00500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WROO00600704. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for juvenile diabetes for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3369/20]

05/03/2020WROO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WROO00800Primary Care Centres Provision

05/03/2020WROO00900705. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status of primary care 
centres in Arklow, Rathdrum and Greystones, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3370/20]

05/03/2020WROO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROO01100National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

05/03/2020WROO01200706. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of procedures 
procured by the National Treatment Purchase Fund in 2017, 2018 and 2019, by type and spe-
ciality of each procedure in tabular form; the expenditure incurred in each year; the amount of 
the funding spent on procuring private treatment in each year; and the amount spent procuring 
treatment in the public and voluntary hospitals. [3398/20]
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05/03/2020WROO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

05/03/2020WROO01400National Treatment Purchase Fund Payments

05/03/2020WROO01500707. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the income received by each 
hospital group from the National Treatment Purchase Fund in 2017, 2018 and 2019, in tabular 
form. [3399/20]

05/03/2020WROO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

05/03/2020WROO01700National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

05/03/2020WROO01800708. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of public patients 
removed from outpatient lists in 2019 as a result of a validation exercise and not as a result of 
having an appointment with a consultant for each public and voluntary hospital in tabular form. 
[3400/20]

05/03/2020WROO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In order to ensure the accuracy of wait-
ing lists, good practice around the management of hospital waiting lists recommends periodic 
validation of waiting lists. Validation is the process whereby hospital administration contacts 
patients on waiting lists at pre-planned intervals during the year to ensure that patients are 
ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital appointment or wish to be removed. 
For a number of years validation was conducted at individual hospital level in Ireland but in 
2018, I approved the establishment of the National Centralised Validation Unit (NCVU) within 
the NTPF. The establishment of a centralised function has facilitated the introduction of a stan-
dardised approach to validation of waiting lists across all hospitals and across IPDC and OPD 
waiting lists. 

The NCVU advises that in 2019, they completed 269 validation cycles, across 37 hospitals, 
resulting in 7,651 patients being removed from the Inpatient/Day Case waiting list and 45,270 
from the Outpatient waiting lists.

In relation to the data requested by the Deputy, the NCVU provided the attached document 
which outlines outpatient validation figures by hospital.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq708-05-05-2020_en.xlsx  “>OPD Validation Removals</a>]

05/03/2020WROO02000Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WROO02100709. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient 
appointments outstanding for more than two years at the end of February 2020; the number 
outstanding for more than three years; and the number outstanding for more than four years by 
each reporting hospital in tabular form. [3401/20]

05/03/2020WROO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
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unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with fund-
ing to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €75 million in 2019 to 
€100 million in 2020. The NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide additionality to 
improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular focus on hospital outpatient 
services. In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to en-
gage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals this year. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the latest data published by the NTPF sets out the waiting 
list position for the end of January and is also available on the NTPF website at: https://www.
ntpf.ie/home/nwld.htm. 

At the end of January 2020, the overall Outpatient Waiting List stood at 556,770. Of the 
overall outpatient waiting list, 62,610 are waiting two years or more. Of these 62,610, there are 
18,829 patients waiting three years or more. Of these 18,829, there are 3,949 patients waiting 
four years or more. This information is provided at hospital level and outlined in the attached 
documents.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-709-05-03-2020_en.xlsx  “>Outpatient Appointments</a>]

05/03/2020WROO02300General Practitioner Data

05/03/2020WROO02400710. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the cost in 2019 of the 10% 
increase across all GP visit card weekly income thresholds; the full year cost of same; and the 
number of additional GP visit cards issued in 2019 as a result of this change. [3402/20]

05/03/2020WROO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2019 provided for a 10% increase 
across all GP Visit card weekly income thresholds which came into effect from 1st April 2019.  
The full year cost of this measure will be dependent on a number of factors, including the num-
ber of additional applications made to the HSE, the timescale within which these are made and 
the number of applicants who are found to qualify for this benefit.

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as the issues relating 
to the uptake and the cost in 2019 are a service matter.

05/03/2020WROO02525Primary Care Centres Expenditure

05/03/2020WROO02550711. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the share of the health bud-
get allocated to primary care in each of the years 2016 to 2019, inclusive, and to date in 2020. 
[3403/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following table sets out the share of the 
primary care budget in each of the years 2016 to 2019.

  Primary care incorporates a range of multi-disciplinary services delivered by GP’s, com-
munity nursing and health and social care professionals.  The services provided include phys-
iotherapy, occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, paediatric homecare and com-
munity intervention teams. 
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  The HSE’s Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) supports the delivery of a wide 
range of these primary care services to the general public through over 7,000 primary care con-
tractors across a range of community health schemes.  These schemes form the infrastructure 
through which the Irish Health System delivers a significant proportion of Primary Care to the 
public.   It is through PCRS that GPs receive a range of fees and allowances under the GMS 
scheme, although it should be noted that the total PCRS budget includes a range of other pay-
ments, the largest proportion of which is accounted for by drugs and medicines for both GMS 
and non-GMS payments.  

 The figures set out in the following table exclude expenditure on social care services. 

 
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

  €M  €M  €M  €M  €M
Primary Care 784 820 851 895 924 
PCRS 2,545 2,566 2,619 2,888 2,951 
 3,329 3,386 3,470 3,783 3,875 
      
Overall Total 
Budget

13,514 14,156 15,222 16,471 17,056 

Primary Care 
share

24.6% 23.9% 22.8% 23.0% 22.7%

Note. The figures for each year 2016 to 2019 are based on budget outturn, and the figures 
for the year 2020 are as per the National Service Plan 2020.

05/03/2020WROO02600Medical Card Data

05/03/2020WROO02700712. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards 
as of 29 February 2020; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the num-
ber for each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on the date. [3404/20]

05/03/2020WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROO02900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

05/03/2020WROO03000713. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing placement under the fair deal scheme at the end of February 2020 or latest date available; 
the average waiting time; the numbers of persons awaiting placement under the scheme by local 
health area in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. [3405/20]

05/03/2020WROO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

05/03/2020WROO03200Hospital Beds Closures
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05/03/2020WROO03300714. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and 
wards in each public and voluntary acute hospital that were closed on 28 February 2020 or the 
latest date on which data for validated bed closures at hospital and ward level are available. 
[3406/20]

05/03/2020WROO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Open Beds Report, published by my 
Department monthly, provides a summary of the average numbers of open inpatient beds and 
day beds/places in the acute hospital system based on data provided by the HSE. It can be found 
on the Department’s website: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/0de977-department-of-health-
open-beds-report-for-december-2019/.

According to provisional data received from the HSE Acute Business Information Unit, 
there were on average 10,952 inpatient beds and 2,290 day case beds/places available nation-
ally in December 2019.

Information relating to closed beds is collated at a particular date in time. The number of 
beds closed can fluctuate greatly from day to day for a variety of reasons, including on-going 
refurbishment, maintenance work, and infection control measures.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

05/03/2020WROO03500Hospital Discharges

05/03/2020WROO03600715. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed dis-
charges in each public and voluntary hospital at the end of December 2019; and the total num-
ber in 2019. [3407/20]

05/03/2020WROO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A delayed transfer of care (previously re-
ferred to as a delayed discharge) occurs when a patient has been deemed clinically fit for dis-
charge from an acute bed but their discharge is delayed because they are waiting for some form 
of ongoing support or care following their discharge. There are many reasons for this, such as a 
patient undertaking the application process for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home support 
package, homelessness, ward of court application, and the availability of resources.

When possible, the HSE will use transitional care to accommodate the patient during the 
period between discharge and the finalisation of new care arrangements, but there can often 
be a delay, especially in cases where the patient and family are coming to terms with the new 
circumstances.

The HSE Winter Plan remains in effect until the end of March 2020 and aims to ensure that 
service providers are prepared for the additional external pressures associated with the winter 
period. The €26m in winter funding secured for 2019 has been used to support access to the 
Fair Deal scheme, additional home support, transitional care, aids and appliances, and other 
local measures. A further €13.8 million in funding has been allocated in 2020 to support the 
implementation of the Winter Plan and the focus remains on supporting discharges and the use 
of community resources to move patients to more appropriate care settings.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

05/03/2020WROO03800Hospital Discharges
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05/03/2020WROO03900716. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost 
in each public and voluntary hospital owing to delayed discharges in 2019. [3408/20]

05/03/2020WROO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A delayed transfer of care (previously re-
ferred to as a delayed discharge) occurs when a patient has been deemed clinically fit for dis-
charge from an acute bed but their discharge is delayed because they are waiting for some form 
of ongoing support or care following their discharge. There are many reasons for this, such as a 
patient undertaking the application process for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home support 
package, homelessness, ward of court application, and the availability of resources.

When possible, the HSE will use transitional care to accommodate the patient during the 
period between discharge and the finalisation of new care arrangements, but there can often 
be a delay, especially in cases where the patient and family are coming to terms with the new 
circumstances.

The HSE Winter Plan remains in effect until the end of March 2020 and aims to ensure that 
service providers are prepared for the additional external pressures associated with the winter 
period. The €26m in winter funding secured for 2019 has been used to support access to the 
Fair Deal scheme, additional home support, transitional care, aids and appliances, and other 
local measures. A further €13.8 million in funding has been allocated in 2020 to support the 
implementation of the Winter Plan and the focus remains on supporting discharges and the use 
of community resources to move patients to more appropriate care settings.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

05/03/2020WROO04100Ambulance Service Response Times

05/03/2020WROO04200717. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical 
status 1 ECHO incidents responded to by first responder in seven minutes and 59 seconds or 
fewer by ambulance station to the end of February 2020; and the percentage of clinical status 1 
DELTA incidents responded to by a patient carrying vehicle in seven minutes and 59 seconds 
or fewer. [3409/20]

05/03/2020WROO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

05/03/2020WROO04400Emergency Departments Waiting Times

05/03/2020WROO04500718. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients aged 
75 or over who experienced an emergency department wait time more than 24 hours during 
December 2019; the overall number in 2019; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. 
[3410/20]

05/03/2020WROO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The hospital system is currently operating at 
close to full capacity. The number of patients attending Emergency Departments continues to 
increase year on year. In 2019, the number of patients over the age of 75 attending hospital EDs 
increased by 5% compared to 2018. For the month of December 2019, the number of patients 
over the age of 75 attending hospital EDs was 15,409 which represents a 12.4% increase from 
the same month in 2018. This reflects increasing demand for unscheduled care, especially by 
patients in the 75 years and over age group.
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The National Service Plan 2019 included an expected activity target that 99% of patients 
aged 75 and over attending at an Emergency Department be discharged or admitted within 24 
hours and any breach of this target in respect of patients in this age cohort is unacceptable.

There are a number of factors which may affect the waiting times for older patients. In 
particular, people in the older age category presenting to EDs are more likely to have complex 
needs and be admitted then the population generally. Consequently, a higher number of these 
patients may have to be cared for on trolleys, pending their admission to a ward. There are also 
issues around delayed discharges of care which can cause congestion within hospital emer-
gency departments.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

05/03/2020WROO04700Home Help Service Data

05/03/2020WROO04800719. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours being provided in each LHO area to the end of February 2020 or the latest date available; 
the way in which this compares to target in each LHO for the same time period; the number of 
persons on the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number waiting 
up to three, three to six, six to 12, and more than 12 months in tabular form. [3411/20]

05/03/2020WROO04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible

05/03/2020WROO05000Ambulance Service Data

05/03/2020WROO05100720. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
attendances at each emergency department nationwide in February 2020; the number of such 
ambulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and 
return to responding to calls; the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, 120 and more than 
180 minutes for same. [3412/20]

05/03/2020WROO05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

05/03/2020WROO05300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WROO05400721. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fusion 
patients currently waiting fewer than four, four to eight, and more than eight months for treat-
ment in hospitals (details supplied); and if he will provide the same information for other spinal 
patients. [3413/20]

05/03/2020WROO05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WROO05600HSE Waiting Lists



5 March 2020

387

05/03/2020WROO05700722. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available; and the number waiting up to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52, and more than 
52 weeks. [3414/20]

05/03/2020WROO05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROO05900HSE Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WROO06000723. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care at the end of Febru-
ary 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting up to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and 
more than 52 weeks. [3415/20]

05/03/2020WROO06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPP00200Audiology Services Data

05/03/2020WRPP00300724. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more 
than 52 weeks. [3416/20]

05/03/2020WRPP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPP00500Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRPP00600725. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 
52 weeks. [3417/20]

05/03/2020WRPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRPP00800Dental Services Data

05/03/2020WRPP00900726. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more 
than 52 weeks. [3418/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WRPP01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRPP01200727. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the RCSI hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3420/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01300728. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the RCSI hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3421/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01400729. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Dublin Midlands 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3422/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01500730. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Dublin Midlands 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3423/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01600731. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Dublin Midlands 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3424/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01700732. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Dublin Mid-
lands hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3425/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01800733. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Dublin Midlands hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3426/20]

05/03/2020WRPP01900734. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Dublin Midlands hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3427/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02000735. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Dublin 
Midlands hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3428/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02100736. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the South/South West 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3429/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02200737. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the South/South West 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3430/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02300738. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the South/South West 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3431/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02400739. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the South/South 
West hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3432/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02500740. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
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ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
South/South West hospital group for waiting periods (details supplied). [3433/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02600741. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
South/South West hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3434/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02700742. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the South/
South West hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3435/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02800743. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Saolta hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3436/20]

05/03/2020WRPP02900744. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Saolta hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3437/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03000745. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Saolta hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3438/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03100746. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Saolta hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3439/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03200747. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Saolta hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3440/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03300748. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Saolta hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3441/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03400749. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Saolta 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3442/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03500750. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the University of 
Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3443/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03600751. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the University of Lim-
erick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3444/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03700752. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the University of 
Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3445/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03800753. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the University of 
Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3446/20]

05/03/2020WRPP03900754. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-



Questions - Written Answers

390

ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
University of Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3447/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04000755. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
University of Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3448/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04100756. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the University 
of Limerick hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3449/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04200757. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the RCSI hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3450/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04300758. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of people wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the RCSI hospital 
group for periods (details supplied). [3451/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04400759. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
RCSI hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3452/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04500760. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
RCSI hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3453/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04600761. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the RCSI 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3454/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04700769. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Ireland East 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3508/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04800770. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Ireland East hospi-
tal group for periods (details supplied). [3509/20]

05/03/2020WRPP04900771. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Ireland East 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3510/20]

05/03/2020WRPP05000772. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Ireland East 
hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3511/20]

05/03/2020WRPP05100773. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Ireland East hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3512/20]

05/03/2020WRPP05200774. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Ireland East hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3513/20]

05/03/2020WRPP05300775. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
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ing as of 29 February 2020 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Ireland 
East hospital group for periods (details supplied). [3514/20]

05/03/2020WRPP05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 727 to 761, 
inclusive, and 769 to 775, inclusive, together.

The HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Di-
vision to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been 
supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across 
the system including the National Integrated Medical Imaging System (NIMIS) Team, Hospital 
Groups, and the support of the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for data collection 
and data management expertise.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the documents attached, which set 
out waiting list data for Quarter 4 2019 for CT, MRI and Ultrasound. The HSE advises that, at 
present, the further diagnostic scans requested by the Deputy (including cholangiopancreatog-
raphy, electroencephalogram, angiogram, and bone scan), are not yet captured as part of this 
project. 

The information that is currently being collected is presently being tested and validated at 
hospital, hospital group and national level and as such should not be used/reported without the 
context of the caveats set out below:

- Data is subject to inclusions and exclusions which are documented in the Data Profile 
Document. This document is available from Acute Operations and has been circulated to all 
Hospital Groups.

- Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not bro-
ken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be ex-
ceeding planned date.

- Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level.

- Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same).

- The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of      patients waiting for modalities of CT, MR and Ultrasound.

- This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics      
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.

In Q4 there were a total of 184,293 patients reported on the waiting list from all sites, this 
represents all outpatients waiting, urgent, semi urgent, routine and planned/surveillance (where 
diagnostic access is planned at particular time intervals).

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq727-5-3-2020_en.pdf  “>MRI Scan</a>]

05/03/2020WRQQ02000Hospital Discharges

05/03/2020WRQQ02100762. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if a discharge care plan for a 
person (details supplied) is or can be put in place; if so, the timeframe for same; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [3460/20]

05/03/2020WRQQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRQQ02300Medical Card Eligibility

05/03/2020WRQQ02400763. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to reinstating a medical card for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3461/20]

05/03/2020WRQQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy Directly.

05/03/2020WRRR00200General Medical Services Scheme Administration

05/03/2020WRRR00300764. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a drug (details sup-
plied) is not available under the GMS; the estimated number of patients who would potentially 
benefit from the drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3479/20]

05/03/2020WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has opera-
tional responsibility for medicines expenditure, thus the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRRR00500Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRRR00600765. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the progress made to 
date in the reopening of a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3483/20]

05/03/2020WRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRRR00800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRRR00900766. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Meath will receive a hospital appointment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3504/20]

05/03/2020WRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRRR01100Services for People with Disabilities

05/03/2020WRRR01200767. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Meath will receive appropriate long-term care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3505/20]

05/03/2020WRRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRRR01400General Practitioner Services

05/03/2020WRRR01500768. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the details of general prac-
tice services in Kells, County Meath; the number of general practitioners providing care to per-
sons with medical cards; the details of proposals to address the shortage of general practitioners 
in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3506/20]

05/03/2020WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of the workforce 
issues facing general practice in Kells and other parts of the country, and has implemented a 
range of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. 

The Agreement reached in 2019 on GP contractual reforms and service developments will 
see an increase in expenditure on GP services of €210 million annually by 2023, providing 
significant increases in capitation fees for participating GPs, and increases in supports for rural 
practices and practices in urban areas of deprivation.  

Improved family friendly arrangements are an important feature of the revised contractual 
arrangements, with an increase in the locum rate for maternity and paternity cover, and an 
increase in the paternity leave allowance from 3 days to 2 weeks. This is in recognition of the 
need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family commitments.
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In addition, the number of medical graduates undertaking GP training has increased from 
120 in 2009 to 192 filled places in 2019. 217 training places are available for 2020, and the 
number of doctors applying to the training scheme commencing in 2020 is the highest on record 
at 461. 

I am confident that these measures will help make general practice more sustainable and a 
more attractive career option for doctors, to the benefit of doctors and patients across the coun-
try.

Regarding the number of GPs providing care to medical card and GP visit card holders, the 
number of GPs contracted by the HSE under the GMS scheme has risen from 2,098 in 2008 to 
2,509 at the end of 2019.

Finally, in relation to the details of general practice services available in Kells, as this is 
an operational issue I have asked the HSE to reply to the directly to the Deputy in relation to 
this issue.

  Questions Nos. 769 to 775 answered with Question No. 727.

05/03/2020WRVV00200Nursing Staff Data

05/03/2020WRVV00300776. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of staff nurses 
employed at the end of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the equivalent figure for 
the same date a year earlier. [3515/20]

05/03/2020WRVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information being sought by the Deputy 
is publicly available on the HSE’s own website. Nursing figures for January 2019 and 2020 can 
be found on page 2 of the attached link.

www.hse.ie/eng/staff/resources/our-workforce/workforce-reporting/health-service-employ-
ment-report-jan-2020.pdf. 

05/03/2020WRVV00500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRVV00600777. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children un-
der 18 years of age waiting for a diagnostic scan at the end of February 2020 or the latest date 
available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 months 
and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3516/20]

05/03/2020WRVV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advises that a pilot project com-
menced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Division to progress the collection of national 
radiology waiting list data. The project has been supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Pro-
gramme and has involved key stakeholders across the system including the National Integrated 
Medical Imaging System (NIMIS) Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for data collection and data management expertise

The NTPF has advised my Department that it does not currently record the personal data 
of any of the patients on the Diagnostics waiting list as the purpose of this aggregate data is to 
provide a National Level overview of the number of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MR 
and US. This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting lists - local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level. 
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For this reason, the NTPF is unable to identify whether patients on the Diagnostics waiting 
list are over or under 18 years of age.

05/03/2020WRVV00800Mental Health Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV00900778. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 
12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3517/20]

05/03/2020WRVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRVV01100Audiology Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV01200779. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 
12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3518/20]

05/03/2020WRVV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRVV01400Ophthalmology Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV01500780. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care at the end of Febru-
ary 2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, 
four to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3519/20]

05/03/2020WRVV01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRVV01700Dietetic Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV01800781. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for a dietetic appointment in primary care at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 
months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3520/20]

05/03/2020WRVV01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRVV02000Podiatry Services Waiting Lists
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05/03/2020WRVV02100782. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 
months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3521/20]

05/03/2020WRVV02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRVV02300Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV02400783. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for a first assessment for speech and language therapy at the end of Feb-
ruary 2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, 
four to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3522/20]

05/03/2020WRVV02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRVV02600Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV02700784. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for initial speech and language therapy at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 
months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3523/20]

05/03/2020WRVV02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRVV02900Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV03000785. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for further speech and language therapy at the end of February 2020 or 
the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than 4 months, four to 12 months 
and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3524/20]

05/03/2020WRVV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRVV03200Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRVV03300786. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting for a first assessment for occupational therapy at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the number waiting less than four months, four to 
12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3525/20]

05/03/2020WRVV03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
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ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRVV03500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRVV03600787. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the inpatient day case active waiting list at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3526/20]

05/03/2020WRVV03700788. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the inpatient day case GI endoscopy waiting list at the end of Feb-
ruary 2020 or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six 
months, six to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3527/20]

05/03/2020WRVV03800789. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the inpatient day case to come in waiting list at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, 
six to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3528/20]

05/03/2020WRVV03900790. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the GI endoscopy to come in waiting list at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3529/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04000791. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the inpatient day case suspensions list at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3530/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04100792. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the planned procedures list at the end of February 2020 or the latest 
date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six to 12 months 
and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3531/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04200793. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the GI endoscopy planned procedures list at the end of February 
2020 or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, 
six to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3532/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04300794. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the planned procedures suspensions list at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six 
to 12 months and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3533/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04400795. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on the outpatient waiting list at the end of February 2020 or the latest 
date available by hospital group; and the number waiting less than six months, six to 12 months 
and more than 12 months, in tabular form. [3534/20]

05/03/2020WRVV04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 787 to 795, 
inclusive, together.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) currently collects and collates information 
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in respect of the Inpatient, Day Case, Planned Procedure and Outpatient Waiting Lists.

Patients waiting for an appointment date for their treatment are categorised as ‘Active’ 
and patients suspended because they are temporarily unfit or unable to attend due to clinical or 
personal/social reasons are categorised as ‘Suspension’. The Suspension category is also used 
where patients are being processed through various NTPF funded Insourcing or Outsourcing 
Initiatives.

The Planned Procedure list comprises those patients who have had treatment and require ad-
ditional treatment at a future date (e.g., a patient who has had a scope may require surveillance 
monitoring scopes in the future). Patients on the Planned Procedure list are assigned indicative 
dates for treatment. These indicative dates are determined by the clinician and treatment before 
these dates would not be appropriate.

The Outpatient Waiting List includes patients with a scheduled appointment date for their 
consultation, and those awaiting an appointment date.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, the NTPF has provided the information 
requested in the tables attached. The NTPF has further advised that within the Public Health 
System, children are generally classified as those under the age of 16, while the figures in the at-
tached tables also include patients between 16 and 18 years of age, to reflect patients who were 
under 18 on the 30th January 2020 according to the Date of Birth received from the relevant 
hospital.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq787-5-3-2020_en.xlsx  “>Waiting Lists</a>]

05/03/2020WRWW00200Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRWW00300796. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the timeframe in which a person 
(details supplied) will receive spinal fusion surgery at Temple Street Children’s University Hos-
pital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3546/20]

05/03/2020WRWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRWW00500Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

05/03/2020WRWW00600797. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if the cut to the rehabilitative train-
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ing allowance will be reviewed for new entrants to courses from September 2019; the amount 
that has been saved by the cut from September 2019 to the end of January 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3547/20]

05/03/2020WRWW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.  The commitment is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

Under the New Directions day service policy, all HSE funded Day Services are expected to 
be provided on an equitable basis, while also ensuring that the use of finite resources is maxi-
mised. There is a strong overlap between the day supports now provided as part of the New 
Directions approach and the programmes being offered by Rehabilitative Training. 

The clear policy rationale of not making the Rehabilitative Training bonus payment to new 
entrants is to ensure access to high quality services to those who need them, on an equitable 
basis.  Since September 2019, new entrants no longer receive the bonus payment, in line with 
those attending similar training programmes. 

Individuals already in receipt of the bonus payment  will continue to receive it for the dura-
tion of their course. The savings made are ring fenced to facilitate  provision of additional full 
and part time day placements nationally, based on priority need. 

The HSE has advised the Department that in the period from September to 31st  December 
2019, 22 additional full-time placements and 19 additional part time placements were funded 
by the redirected monies. Each of these places has enhanced the lives of people, and their fami-
lies.  Enhanced service hours are enabling service users to be part of their local communities 
and enjoy greater choices about how they spend their time, while providing valuable social op-
portunities for families. In addition, adults who were heretofore not in receipt of any service are 
now engaging with their communities and experiencing new opportunities, having previously 
been socially isolated.

The cost of restoring the allowance would be c. €4m over 4 years, and in addition to this an 
alternative funding stream would be required for the day service placements already funded, 
and for those identified for a place in the coming months.  

I have asked the HSE to confirm the exact figure saved since September 2019, and to contact 
the Deputy directly in this regard.

05/03/2020WRWW00800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRWW00900798. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment at the immunology unit at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3548/20]

05/03/2020WRWW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRWW01100Speech and Language Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRWW01200799. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the waiting times by age group 
and by assessment need for speech and language therapy services at each HSE centre in coun-
ties Cavan and Monaghan, in tabular form.  [3549/20]

05/03/2020WRWW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

  Questions Nos. 800 and 801 answered with Question No. 581.

05/03/2020WRWW01600Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW01700802. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the progress of the publication 
of the new five-year stroke strategy; the timeline for the publication of the strategy; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3574/20]

05/03/2020WRWW01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Clinical Programme for 
Stroke has been in place since early 2010 and has been instrumental in the re-organisation of 
stroke care in Ireland. The vision of the programme is a modern comprehensive and integrated 
care pathway for all stroke patients using the best available medical evidence. 

Building on the success of the last 10 years, the National Clinical Programme for Stroke is 
currently completing  a new five-year programme of work that will focus on the following four 
pillars of stroke care: 

-  Prevention 

-  Acute Care and Cure 

-  Rehabilitation and Restoration 

-  Education and Research 

On its completion I look forward to working with the HSE on this important programme of 
work.

  Question No. 803 answered with Question No. 586.

05/03/2020WRWW02000Healthcare Policy

05/03/2020WRWW02100804. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to fund and run a new 
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FAST campaign; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3576/20]

05/03/2020WRWW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health has no plans to 
commence the funding or running of the FAST media campaign.  The selection, prioritisation 
and decisions on resource allocation associated with any media campaigns associated with a 
clinical condition is a service matter and as such is a decision for the HSE.  

The PQ has therefore been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW02300Hospital Facilities

05/03/2020WRWW02400805. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the risks posed to the throm-
bectomy service in Beaumont Hospital while the infrastructural issues relating to the current 
neurointerventional radiology and thrombectomy equipment are being addressed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3577/20]

05/03/2020WRWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRWW02600Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW02700806. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if stroke patients requiring 
home care packages in CHO 7 come under the remit of disability services; the situation in other 
CHOs; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3578/20]

05/03/2020WRWW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW02900Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW03000807. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE funds stroke support 
in County Tipperary; the plans of the HSE to fund stroke support services in the county; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3579/20]

05/03/2020WRWW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW03200Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW03300808. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the key worker 
programme designed to assist the transition of stroke patients in Kilkenny University Hospital 
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back to their homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3580/20]

05/03/2020WRWW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW03500Hospital Discharges

05/03/2020WRWW03600809. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the investment being made in 
early supported discharge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3581/20]

05/03/2020WRWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW03800Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW03900810. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the additional community re-
habilitation resources for stroke put in place since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3582/20]

05/03/2020WRWW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW04100Stroke Care

05/03/2020WRWW04200811. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans for a reconfiguration 
of stroke services in the Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3583/20]

05/03/2020WRWW04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRWW04400Healthcare Policy

05/03/2020WRWW04500812. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the Chang-
ing Cardiovascular Health National Cardiovascular Health Policy 2010–2019; if a new cardio-
vascular plan will be developed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3584/20]

05/03/2020WRWW04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Review of Specialist Cardiac 
Services which convened in January 2018 is an independently chaired review of national clini-
cal cardiac services. The aim of the National Review is to achieve optimal patient outcomes 
at a population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustainability of the 
services patients receive. Against the background of SlainteCare, the Review will recommend 
the optimal configuration of a national adult cardiac service in Ireland and it will in its delibera-
tions review the status of recommendations contained within ‘Changing Cardiovascular Health: 
National Cardiovascular Health Policy 2010-2019. It is anticipated that the National Review 
will be complete in Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRWW04700Healthcare Policy



5 March 2020

403

05/03/2020WRWW04800813. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementa-
tion the actions of A Healthy Weight for Ireland: Obesity Policy and Action Plan 2016-2025; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3585/20]

05/03/2020WRWW04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): ‘A Healthy 
Weight for Ireland’, the Government’s Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), was launched 
in September 2016 under the auspices of the Healthy Ireland agenda. 

The OPAP covers a ten year period up to 2025 and aims to reverse obesity trends, prevent 
health complications and reduce the overall burden for individuals, families, the health system, 
and the wider society and economy. It must be emphasised that every sector of our society has 
a role in reducing the burden of obesity and the OPAP clearly acknowledges this.

The OPAP prescribed ‘Ten Steps Forward’ that would be taken to prevent overweight and 
obesity. A new Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group (OPIOG) was established in 
October 2017 and a progress report on each recommendation in the OPAP is currently being 
finalised under the aegis of the OPIOG.

On establishment the OPIOG identified key early areas for action and established two sub-
groups:

- The sub-group on Healthy Eating has as a priority output the development of Healthy Eat-
ing Guidelines for 1-5 year olds.  This work is well advanced and is expected to be completed 
in the first half of 2020.

- The sub-group on Reformulation has as its priority the setting of targets for food and drink 
reformulation and a “roadmap” for reformulation action to achieve those targets.  The submis-
sion of a report with the targets and roadmap is expected in the first half of 2020.

Achievements under the policy to date include:

- The Sugar-Sweetened Drinks Tax commenced on the 1st of May 2018.  The tax is charged 
at a rate of €16.26 per hectolitre for drinks with a sugar content of between 5 and 8 grams per 
100ml and €24.39 per hectolitre for drinks with in excess of 8 grams per 100ml.

- A National Clinical Lead for Obesity was appointed in the HSE in 2017, with a focus on 
developing a clinical programme and model of care for treatment and management of obe-
sity for children and adults, as well as on prevention by building into the Sláintecare reforms, 
through the Making Every Contact Count brief intervention programme and chronic disease 
management.

- A Healthy Eating, Active Living Programme has been established as a Policy Priority Pro-
gramme within the HSE and a three-year plan for the programme is in place. The programme 
supports work in the education sector and works with parents, families and communities in 
delivering a more co-ordinated approach to prevention and early intervention in child obesity.  

- The GP contract for the provision of free care to children under 6 years provides for “health 
and wellness” checks at ages 2 and 5 which include weight and height monitoring.

- New Healthy Eating Guidelines, Food Pyramid and supporting resources were published, 
disseminated and communicated in 2017, including dissemination of the new Guidelines to all 
primary and post-primary schools. 

- New Nutrition Standards for schools, with an initial focus on school meal programmes 
funded by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, were developed. Re-
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cently, additional standards for the meals provided under the hot school meals pilot have been 
developed and agreed.

- A Code of Practice for food and beverages promotion, marketing and sponsorship has been 
developed. From 2020, Ireland will be engaging in a major EU programme of work on this area.

- Under Healthy Ireland, the Department of Health, safefood and the HSE run a campaign 
called START which aims to inspire, empower and support parents to start building and persist 
with healthy lifestyle habits in the family to prevent childhood obesity.  This five-year cam-
paign, launched in 2017, acknowledges that the solutions to tackling overweight and obesity are 
multiple and that every sector has a role to play.  

- Legislation is being prepared in relation to calorie posting for menus in restaurants, take-
aways and other food outlets. Drafting of a General Scheme is expected to be finalised in the 
first half of 2020.

05/03/2020WRWW05000Hospitals Data

05/03/2020WRWW05100814. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of times a full-
capacity protocol was invoked in 2019, by hospital, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [3586/20]

05/03/2020WRWW05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Escalation Framework, 
issued to the system in late 2015, consists of a tiered and incremental suite of actions to be 
adapted and implemented in hospitals with an ED during times when such hospitals are chal-
lenged in matching capacity and demand for acute inpatient care.  

The full capacity protocol is the last escalation step in the HSE National Escalation Frame-
work.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRWW05300Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRWW05400815. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on a non-hospital-based health waiting list, by the speciality and-or 
procedure they are on the list for by LHO at the end of February 2020 or the latest date avail-
able. [3587/20]

05/03/2020WRWW05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRXX00200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRXX00300816. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children under 
18 years of age waiting on a hospital based health waiting list by the speciality and or procedure 
they are on the list for by local health office, LHO, at the end of February 2020 or the latest date 
available. [3588/20]
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05/03/2020WRXX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the specific query raised by the 
Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has provided the information requested 
in the tables attached. The tables show the breakdown by hospital of children under 18 who are 
on the Outpatient Waiting List and also the number on the Inpatient and Day Case Waiting List, 
including G.I. Endoscopy. The NTPF has further advised that within the Public Health System, 
children are generally classified as those under the age of 16, while the figures in the attached 
tables also include patients between 16 and 18 years of age, to reflect patients who were under 
18 on the 30th January 2020 according to the Date of Birth received from the relevant hospital.

The NTPF has further advised that to protect patient privacy and prevent disclosures, they 
are unable to break the figures down to specialty level as this would lead to groupings of less 
than 5 patients in many instances.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-816-5-3-20_en.xlsx  “>Waiting List</a>]

05/03/2020WRXX00500Home Care Packages Data

05/03/2020WRXX00600817. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of older persons 
waiting for home support packages; and the waiting list for home support by community health 
organisation and local health office in tabular form. [3589/20]

05/03/2020WRXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRXX00800HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

05/03/2020WRXX00900818. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff in 
the health service in 2019 by occupation, hospital and community healthcare organisation in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3590/20]

05/03/2020WRXX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

05/03/2020WRXX01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRXX01200819. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on a 
health-based waiting in the community or acute list by LHO at the end of February 2020 or the 
latest date available. [3591/20]

05/03/2020WRXX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with fund-
ing to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €75 million in 2019 to 
€100 million in 2020. The NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide additionality to 
improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular focus on hospital outpatient 
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services. In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to en-
gage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals this year. 

The latest published NTPF figures, which are also available at www.ntpf.ie/home/nwld.
htm show that at the end of January 2020 there were:

-  67,303 patients on the IPDC waiting list. Of these, 58% (38,845) are waiting over 3 
months and 22% (14,815) are waiting over 9 months. 

-  22,231 patients on the GI Scopes waiting list. Of these, 50% (11,206) are waiting over 3 
months and 14% (3,113) are waiting over 9 months. 

-  556,770 on the outpatients waiting list. Of these, 72% (400,864) are waiting over 3 months 
and 31% (173,256) are waiting over 12 months. 

As requested by the Deputy, the waiting list data broken down to acute hospital level is out-
lined in the attached documents. 

In relation to the data requested concerning community waiting lists by LHO, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-819-5-3-19_en.xlsx  “>Waiting List by Hospital</a>]

05/03/2020WRXX01400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRXX01500820. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the overall national radiol-
ogy waiting lists by hospital and scan type, that is, ultrasounds, CT scans and MRIs; and the 
breakdown to the level of waiting lists for brain scans, pelvic ultrasounds and so on by hospital. 
[3592/20]

05/03/2020WRXX01600821. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the radiology scans which are 
not captured by HSE data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3593/20]

05/03/2020WRXX01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 820 and 
821 together.

The HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Di-
vision to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been 
supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across 
the system including the National Integrated Medical Imaging System (NIMIS) Team, Hospital 
Groups, and the support of the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for data collection 
and data management expertise.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the documents attached, which set 
out waiting list data for Quarter 4 2019 for CT, MRI and Ultrasound. The HSE advises that, at 
present, the further breakdown to the level of brain scans, pelvic ultrasounds etc. requested by 
the Deputy is not yet captured as part of this project. 

The information that is currently being collected is presently being tested and validated at 
hospital, hospital group and national level and as such should not be used/reported without the 
context of the caveats set out below:

-  Data is subject to inclusions and exclusions which are documented in the Data Profile 
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Document. This document is available from Acute Operations and has been circulated to all 
Hospital Groups.

-  Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not 
broken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be ex-
ceeding planned date.

-  Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level.

-  Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same).

-  The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MR and Ultrasound.

-  This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.

In Q4 there were a total of 184,293 patients reported on the waiting list from all sites, 
this represents all outpatients waiting, urgent, semi urgent, routine and planned/surveillance 
(where diagnostic access is planned at particular time intervals).

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq-820-5-3-20_en.pdf”>Diagnostic Report</a>]

05/03/2020WRXX01900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/03/2020WRXX02000822. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the national radiology waiting 
lists by hospital and scan type for persons with a suspected cancer. [3594/20]

05/03/2020WRXX02100823. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the national radiology waiting 
lists by hospital and scan type for persons with a diagnosed cancer. [3595/20]

05/03/2020WRXX02200824. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the waiting time key perfor-
mance indicators for a person with suspected cancer to receive a scan; if they are classified as 
urgent, semi-urgent or non-urgent; and the number of persons with suspected cancer not receiv-
ing a scan within the timeframe target. [3596/20]

05/03/2020WRXX02300825. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the waiting time key perfor-
mance indicators for persons to receive a scan if they have been diagnosed with cancer; and 
the number of persons with diagnosed cancer not receiving a scan within the timeframe target. 
[3597/20]

05/03/2020WRXX02400827. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the surgical waiting times for 
a person that chooses to undergo risk reduction surgery as a consequence of a positive test for 
a gene that is linked to cancer; and if the waiting times will be broken down by surgery type 
and hospital, for example, waiting times for bilateral mastectomy, single mastectomy, oopho-
rectomy and so on. [3599/20]

05/03/2020WRXX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 822 to 825, 
inclusive, and 827 together.

The HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) has advised that they do not cur-
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rently collect data on risk reduction surgery nor do they capture the information requested on 
diagnostics on an all cancer basis. 

 A pilot project was commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Division to progress 
the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been supported by the 
Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across the system in-
cluding the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise. 

In addition, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) advise that they do not currently 
store patient demographic data (including names, addresses or dates of birth) for patients on the 
Diagnostics waiting list and hence do not have the data to provide an answer to these queries. 
The Diagnostics waiting list data is aggregated to provide a National Level overview of the 
number of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MRI and Ultrasound and, as such, the HSE can 
only provide figures and wait time for specific procedures and/or specialties and not for medical 
diagnosis such as cancer.   

Between 2009-2011 Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) were established, offering direct and 
rapid access to assessment and diagnosis for patients with symptomatic breast disease, and 
lung and prostate cancer symptoms. The performance of these RACs is measured against Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) as defined in the HSE National Service Plan. These KPIs set 
target timeframes in which patients, in each of the RACs, should be seen. These KPIs, and the 
performance for 2019 (Jan-Sept) are as follows:

Key Performance Indicator % Jan - Sept 2019 Number of pa-
tients referred

Number of 
patients seen 
within KPI

Symptomatic Breast Disease 
Clinics: % of attendances whose 
referrals were triaged as urgent by 
the cancer centre and adhered to 
the national standard of 2 weeks 
for urgent referrals.

95% 69.7% 15,753 10,985 

Lung Rapid Access Clinics: % of 
patients attending lung rapid ac-
cess clinics who attended or were 
offered an appointment within 10 
working days of receipt of referral 
in designated cancer centres.

95% 86.4%  2,716  2,346

Prostate Rapid Access Clinics: 
% of patients attending prostate 
rapid clinics who attended or were 
offered an appointment within 20 
working days of receipt of referral 
in the cancer centres

90% 68.1%  2,965  2,020

The Department of Health continues to monitor the performance of RACs through monthly 
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meetings with the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme.

05/03/2020WRXX02900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/03/2020WRXX03000826. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of cancer medi-
cines that have been fully approved by the HSE leadership team but are awaiting funding for 
reimbursement; and the names of such medicines and the cancers they treat. [3598/20]

05/03/2020WRXX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has opera-
tional responsibility for medicines expenditure, thus the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 827 answered with Question No. 822.

05/03/2020WRXX03300Disability Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRXX03400828. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with dis-
abilities in receipt of home support hours in each LHO area at the end of February 2020 or the 
latest date available; the number on waiting list for same in each LHO area; and the number 
waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 12 months plus. [3607/20]

05/03/2020WRXX03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRXX03600Disability Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRXX03700829. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with dis-
abilities in receipt of personal assistance hours in each LHO area at the end of February 2020 
or the latest date available; the number on the waiting list for same in each LHO area; and the 
number waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 12 months plus. [3608/20]

05/03/2020WRXX03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WRXX03900Disability Services Provision

05/03/2020WRXX04000830. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of residential places 
for persons with a disability being provided at the end of February 2020 or the latest date avail-
able by CHO.  [3609/20]

05/03/2020WRXX04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRXX04200Disability Services Provision

05/03/2020WRXX04300831. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new emergency 
places provided to persons with a disability at the end of February 2020, by local health office 
area. [3610/20]

05/03/2020WRXX04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRXX04500Disabilities Assessments

05/03/2020WRXX04600832. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children at the 
end of February 2020 or the latest date available that were awaiting a first assessment from the 
HSE by LHO area under the Disability Act 2005. [3611/20]

05/03/2020WRXX04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRXX04800Physiotherapy Provision

05/03/2020WRXX04900833. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
physiotherapy waiting list waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months by LHO; and 
the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus. [3612/20]

05/03/2020WRXX05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
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have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRXX05100Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRXX05200834. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy assessment waiting list as at February 2020 by LHO; the number 
waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 and 
18 and above by category. [3613/20]

05/03/2020WRXX05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRXX05400Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRXX05500835. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list as at February 2020 by LHO; the 
number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 
to 17 and 18 and above by category. [3614/20]

05/03/2020WRXX05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRYY00200Speech and Language Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRYY00300836. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list by local health office, LHO, at the 
end of February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 years, and 18 and above, by cat-
egory.   [3615/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRYY00500Occupational Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRYY00600837. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy first time assessment waiting list by local health office, LHO, at the end 
of February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and more 
than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, by 
category.  [3616/20]

05/03/2020WRYY00700838. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 1 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
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more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3617/20]

05/03/2020WRYY00800839. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list as at 29 February 2020 in Community Healthcare 
Organisation, CHO, 2; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3618/20]

05/03/2020WRYY00900840. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 3 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3619/20]

05/03/2020WRYY01000841. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 4 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3620/20]

05/03/2020WRYY01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 837 to 841, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to a service issue they have been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

Occupational Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRYY01350842. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 5 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3621/20]

05/03/2020WRYY01412843. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 6 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3622/20]

05/03/2020WRYY01443844. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 7 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3623/20]

05/03/2020WRYY01459846. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 9 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3625/20]
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05/03/2020WRYY01475Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 842 to 844, inclusive, and 846 together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to a service matter they have been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

05/03/2020WRYY01600Occupational Therapy Data

05/03/2020WRYY01700845. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
occupational therapy treatment waiting list in Community Healthcare Organisation, CHO, 8 as 
at 29 February 2020; the number waiting less than four months, from four to 12 months, and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus, 
by category.  [3624/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.    Question No. 846 answered with Question No. 842.

05/03/2020WRYY01900Counselling Services Provision

05/03/2020WRYY02000847. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care at the end 
of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than 12 weeks, from 
12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  [3626/20]

05/03/2020WRYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRYY02200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY02300848. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appoint-
ment in primary care at the end of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number 
waiting less than 12 weeks, from 12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  
[3627/20]

05/03/2020WRYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRYY02500Psychological Services Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRYY02600849. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end 
of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than 12 weeks, from 
12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  [3628/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
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have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRYY02800Mental Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY02900850. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units during 2019.  [3629/20]

05/03/2020WRYY03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRYY03100Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY03200851. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of 
February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than 12 weeks, from 12 
to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  [3630/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRYY03400Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY03500852. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care at the 
end of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than 12 weeks, 
from 12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  [3631/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRYY03700Audiology Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY03800853. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care; and the 
number waiting less than 12 weeks, from 12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 
52 weeks.  [3632/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRYY04000Dietician Service Provision

05/03/2020WRYY04100854. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care; and the num-
ber waiting less than 12 weeks, from 12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 
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weeks.  [3633/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRYY04300Dental Services Data

05/03/2020WRYY04400855. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care at the end 
of February 2020 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than 12 weeks, from 
12 to 26 weeks, from 26 to 52 weeks and more than 52 weeks.  [3634/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 856 answered with Question No. 561.

05/03/2020WRYY04700Cancer Services Provision

857. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if further funding will be pro-
vided for staffing at a facility (details supplied) under the programme referred to in correspon-
dence; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this rural centre is further from hospitals 
specialising in this treatment; if he will review correspondence attached as part of same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3700/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Cancer Strategy 2017 – 2026 
recommends; 

‘Each designated cancer centre will establish a dedicated service to address the psychoso-
cial needs of patients with cancer and their families. This will operate through a hub and spoke 
model, utilising the MDT approach, to provide equitable patient access’. 

In reality, this means that the establishment of multi-disciplinary psycho-oncology teams in 
each of the cancer centres is required. These teams will deliver a comprehensive hospital-based 
clinical service and will also provide a community support function into community cancer 
support groups. The strategy emphasises the prioritisation of Psycho-Oncology and survivor-
ship programmes as a core part of cancer care. It also recognises the vital importance of com-
munity cancer support.

The NCCP has submitted an application for funding for psychosocial community support 
and cancer survivorship programmes as part of the National Service Plan for 2020. The out-
come of this application is imminent and has been prioritised by the Department of Health in 
their correspondence with the HSE. We are hopeful that we will receive funding towards this 
very important service. To date applications for funding have been received from 28 commu-
nity cancer support centres and groups. 

The NCCP has had on-going communication with community cancer support centres and 
groups who are key stakeholders in our endeavours to provide a comprehensive integrated hos-
pital and community psychosocial support service for patients and their families. The NCCP are 
currently devising a set of standards for community cancer support centres and groups and an 
association will be created. If funding is available all applications will be considered on a co-
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funding model prioritising core services; information, psychological support and counselling 
and survivorship programmes. 

05/03/2020WRYY05000Palliative Care for Children

05/03/2020WRYY05100858. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the outcome of the meeting 
with the HSE and medical personnel which took place before Christmas 2019 concerning the 
provision of paediatric palliative care in the south east, taking into account that no paediatric 
services are available for counties Wexford, Carlow and the south east at present; and if consid-
eration will be given to providing this service to the families of sick children in the near future.  
[3701/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In December 2009 the Department of Health 
published Palliative Care for Children with Life Limiting Conditions: a National Policy. Con-
taining 31 recommendations under 19 headings, the structures set out in the Policy are designed 
to meet the palliative care needs of children born with a life-limiting condition and their fami-
lies across all care settings.  

To respond to the increasing demand for palliative care services for children, the HSE, 
with co-funding from the Irish Hospice Foundation, established a Children’s Palliative Care 
Programme including three elements: a consultant post in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in 
Crumlin, an education programme, and the appointment of clinical nurse co-ordinators. A net-
work of 11 clinical nurse co-ordinators is in place, with responsibility for ensuring that children 
being cared for at home by their families have access to co-ordinated and supportive services. 
A second consultant took up a position at Temple Street Children’s Hospital in February 2019. 
The Children’s Hospital Group has agreed that both posts will be located in the new national 
children’s hospital when it opens. These services are available to children across the country, 
includng the south-east. 

With regard to the Deputy’s specific query, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

05/03/2020WRYY05300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRYY05400859. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health if the affirmation that Arden 
House, Wexford will be opened and operational at the end of March 2020 will be confirmed.  
[3702/20]

05/03/2020WRYY05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRZZ00200Medical Card Drugs Availability

05/03/2020WRZZ00300860. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to 
versatis patches being made available to persons with a medical card; the eligibility criteria for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3705/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) has 
statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products un-
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der the community drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medi-
cal Goods) Act 2013. 

Following a review, the HSE introduced a new system for the reimbursement of the lido-
caine 5% medicated plaster (Versatis), which is licensed only for the localised relief of post-
shingles pain in adults. 

Patients are reviewed by the Medicines Management Programme (MMP) for reimbursement 
approval, on foot of an application by the patient’s clinician, through the HSE online system.

In exceptional circumstances, the product may be approved for supply for unlicensed uses. 

If an application is refused, the clinician may make an appeal, making a clear clinical case 
for the patient to the MMP at mmp@hse.ie. 

This process ensures the appropriate use of the patch and that post-shingles patients, and 
other patients as clinically appropriate, can continue to have this treatment. 

05/03/2020WRZZ00500Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRZZ00600861. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a new appointment date for a hip operation.  [3719/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

  Questions Nos. 862 to 864, inclusive, answered with Question No. 493.

05/03/2020WRZZ01100Disability Services Funding

05/03/2020WRZZ01200865. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the status of promised fund-
ing for a centre (details supplied) for adults with mild and moderate disabilities; and if he will 
request the HSE and Pobal to restore funding to the service.  [3744/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 



Questions - Written Answers

418

equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ01400Respite Care Services Provision

05/03/2020WRZZ01500866. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional respite places for 
children and adults will be provided in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3758/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ01700Disability Services Funding

05/03/2020WRZZ01800867. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be 
provided for a training centre (details supplied) in view of the increasing demand for additional 
places and the increase in costs over recent years in providing services; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3759/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ02000Primary Care Centres Provision

05/03/2020WRZZ02100868. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the status of Dundalk pri-
mary care centre. [3761/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
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Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ02300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

05/03/2020WRZZ02400869. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the status of the child and 
adolescent mental health services, CAMHS, premises in Dundalk which was to be operative in 
quarter 4 of 2019. [3762/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRZZ02600Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRZZ02700870. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
County Louth waiting for occupational therapy initial assessments; and the length of time they 
have been waiting. [3763/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ02900Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRZZ03000871. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
County Louth waiting for occupational therapy interventions; and the length of time have they 
been waiting. [3764/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRZZ03200Addiction Treatment Services

05/03/2020WRZZ03300872. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to groups 
working with persons in addiction in County Louth in each of the past five years. [3765/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRZZ03500HSE Staff Recruitment
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05/03/2020WRZZ03600873. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health if there is an unfilled posi-
tion for a maintenance craftsperson electrical in Louth County Hospital; if so, the length of time 
there has been a vacancy; the person carrying out the role since the vacancy arose; the cost of 
same; the timeframe for filling the vacancy; the reason for the delay; the recruitment process for 
the position; if there are candidates ranked from an interview process that could fill the vacancy; 
and if there are other maintenance craftsperson positions in Louth County Hospital that are not 
filled. [3766/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

05/03/2020WRZZ03800Emergency Departments Data

05/03/2020WRZZ03900874. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a 16 year old must register in the adult accident and emergency department should 
he or she present to Tallaght University Hospital; the reason for the anomaly (details supplied); 
and the policy of the HSE regarding the age limit for children and adults for admission at ac-
cident and emergency departments in hospitals nationwide. [3769/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a operational matter, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

05/03/2020WRZZ04100Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRZZ04200875. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for a child seeking 
supports in the community health organisation, CHO, 7 catchment area; the key staff posts or 
personnel required to fill vacant positions; and the new measures being applied to deal with 
lengthening waiting times in view of the growing waiting list for children with profound speech 
and language difficulties in the CHO 7 area. [3770/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRZZ04400Hospital Waiting Lists

05/03/2020WRZZ04500876. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the waiting time to see a consultant 
dermatologist in St. James’s Hospital following an intervention by a general practitioner; if it 
can be a period of up to 19 months; and his views on safety concerns in relation to the long 
delay. [3771/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with fund-
ing to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €75 million in 2019 to 
€100 million in 2020. The  NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide additionality 
to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular focus on hospital outpa-
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tient services. In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to 
engage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals this year. 

The latest published National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) figures show that at the end 
of January there were 3,614 patients on the St. James Hospital dermatology outpatient waiting 
list. Of these, 48% (1,740) are waiting 6 months or less, 67% (2,408) are waiting 9 months or 
less and 83% (2,986) are waiting 12 months or less. The NTPF figures show that currently there 
are no patients waiting over 18 months.

The data requested by the Deputy regarding the dermatology outpatient waiting list at St. 
James Hospital, is outlined in the table below. The dermatology outpatient waiting list data for 
St. James Hospital is also publicly available on the NTPF website (www.ntpf.ie/home/nwld.
htm.)

0-3 mths   3-6 mths   6-9 mths   9-12 mths   12-15 mths   15-18 mths   Total 
1,021 719 668 578 430 198 3,614 

05/03/2020WRZZ04700Medical Card Applications

05/03/2020WRZZ04800877. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an updated medical 
card will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3791/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ05000Autism Support Services

05/03/2020WRZZ05100878. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when provision will be 
made for a residential programme to be offered to children with profound sensory disabilities 
with particular reference for the need to address the concerns of parents who have tried on their 
own to cope; if arrangements will be made to ensure speech and language therapy will be of-
fered without interruption to children with severe autism; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3792/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRZZ05300Ambulance Service Provision

05/03/2020WRZZ05400879. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when ambulance transport 
will be restored to patients such as a person (details supplied); if the case will be reviewed ur-
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gently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3793/20]

05/03/2020WRZZ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRAAA00200Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WRAAA00300880. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when home help will be 
offered in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3794/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

05/03/2020WRAAA00500National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

05/03/2020WRAAA00600881. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if regular reviews of a 
potential National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, waiting list will be undertaken in order to 
ensure orderly and smooth administration of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3795/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. In this regard, the Govern-
ment is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. The NTPF will work with the hospital system to 
provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular 
focus on hospital outpatient services. In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and 
individual hospitals to engage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals this year. 

In order to ensure the accuracy of waiting lists, good practice around the management of 
hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation of waiting lists. Validation is the process 
whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists at pre-planned intervals dur-
ing the year to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital 
appointment or wish to be removed. For a number of years validation was conducted at indi-
vidual hospital level in Ireland but in 2018, I approved the establishment of the National Cen-
tralised Validation Unit (NCVU) within the NTPF. The establishment of a centralised function 
has facilitated the introduction of a standardised approach to validation of waiting lists across 
all hospitals and across IPDC and OPD waiting lists. 

Furthermore,  the National Scheduled Care Audit and Quality Assurance Review Programme 
was established in the NTPF in 2014 in conjunction with the National Director of Acute Hos-
pitals, Health Service Executive. The main role of the AQA Team is to audit hospital waiting 
lists, ensuring that waiting list data returned by public hospitals is in compliance with national 
data reporting requirements and hospital practices are in compliance with national waiting list 
protocols and that the waiting list data returned by public hospitals is accurate. 

More broadly, my Department has placed a particular priority on performance improvement 
in scheduled and unscheduled care in order to improve access for patients. At the end of 2017, 
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a Unit was established in my Department with a remit to work with Departmental colleagues, 
the HSE and NTPF to provide strategic direction and drive a joint approach to performance 
oversight and innovation in this area. The monitoring of waiting lists is a key activity of this 
Unit. This includes weekly analysis of waiting list figures provided by the NTPF and regular 
governance meetings with the HSE and the NTPF.

05/03/2020WRAAA00800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

05/03/2020WRAAA00900882. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the child mental 
health service will be improved nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3796/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development of 
all aspects of mental health services for young people remains a priority for Government. Men-
tal health services, including those for young people, have benefited from significant additional 
investment over recent years. This has resulted in an overall provision of €1.026 billion for HSE 
Mental Health services in 2020, reflecting an increase of €315m since 2012 and an increase of 
€39m over 2019.

This additional funding has helped to increase the number of community-based CAMHS 
teams from 49 in 2008 to 71 today. The number of acute CAMHS beds has also increased, from 
16 in 2008 to 74 in 2020. 30 additional beds are planned in the new Children’s Hospital and at 
the new National Forensic Mental Health Service at Portrane. This will bring the total CAMHS 
beds nationally to 104. The new complex at Portrane is scheduled to open on a phased basis 
from September 2020, with the new forensic CAMHS Unit, the first of its kind nationally, due 
to come on-stream in 2021.

There are acknowledged difficulties in recruiting and retaining specialist CAMHS staff, 
particularly Consultant Psychiatrists.  Intensive recruitment efforts are ongoing but there is cur-
rently a shortage of suitably qualified CAMHS Consultants both at national and European level.  
Steady progress is being made by the HSE, however, in filling approved posts for mental health. 

From 2012 to 2019, demand for services increased substantially, with an increase of 24% 
in CAMHs referrals accepted. Despite this, the CAMHs waiting list increased by only 4% over 
this period. Reducing the CAMHS Waiting List is a priority for the HSE.  The CAMHS Wait-
ing List nationally reduced from around 2,500 in December 2018 to around 2,300 in December 
2019. This decrease has occurred, in part, due to new funding for 114 Assistant Psychologists 
and 20 Psychologists posts in Primary Care since 2018. 

The HSE Service Plan 2020 prioritises further CAMHS improvements, including increased 
integration with Primary Care; developing a 7-day-a-week service to ensure improved sup-
ports; enhancing early intervention and day hospital care; improving in-patient and community 
based services; ensuring greater promotion and use of talk therapies; and developing Eating 
Disorder and Mental Health Intellectual Disability services. Mental Health service delivery to 
young people will also improve through the use of such e-mental health initiatives as the recent-
ly introduced phone helpline, a new text line, and digital supports including online counselling.

Further improvements for the planning and delivery of mental health services to young 
people are being progressed in the context of the refresh of A Vision For Change which has been 
completed and will be launched in the near future, along with updating the Mental Health Act 
2001 which is now well advanced.
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05/03/2020WRAAA01100Data Protection

05/03/2020WRAAA01200883. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that con-
venience computer stations available in some hospitals at which patients may access their per-
sonal information do not run the risk of having the information accessed by persons other than 
the individual patient; if steps have been taken to prevent same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3797/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRAAA01400Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRAAA01500884. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) can avail of the further surgery required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3798/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRAAA01700Medicinal Products Availability

05/03/2020WRAAA01800885. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if provision has been made 
by the HSE to expand the availability of anti-IL-5 therapies for severe asthma in 2020; the num-
ber of patients that were able to access same in 2019; the number expected to be able to access 
same in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3806/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRAAA02000Disability Support Services Provision

05/03/2020WRAAA02100886. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if urgent provision will be 
made to address the issues of a child (details supplied); if provision will be made to have the 
case examined and expedited with a view to an appropriate programme of assistance; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [3815/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRAAA02300Psychological Assessments

05/03/2020WRAAA02400887. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a psychological as-
sessment will be offered to a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3816/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Question No. 888 answered with Question No. 648.

05/03/2020WRAAA02700Home Help Service Provision

05/03/2020WRAAA02800889. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if additional home help 
hours will be made available in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3820/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRAAA03000Respite Care Services Provision

05/03/2020WRAAA03100890. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the necessary adminis-
trative procedures will be activated to facilitate or update the application of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3821/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRAAA03300Health Services Data
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05/03/2020WRAAA03400891. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the official legal con-
tract commencement date for a contract (details supplied) was 1 February 2018. [3824/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA03600Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA03700892. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
spent on incontinence products under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 2018 to 31 
January 2019. [3825/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA03900Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA04000893. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of cases or 
cartons of incontinence products supplied under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 
2018 to 31 January 2019. [3826/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA04200Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA04300894. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the official legal con-
tract starting date for a contract (details supplied) was 1 February 2018. [3827/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA04500Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA04600895. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
paid or incurred for the distribution of incontinence products under a contract (details supplied) 
from 1 February 2018 to 31 January 2019.  [3828/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA04800Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA04900896. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of cases or 
cartons of incontinence products distributed under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 
2018 to 31 January 2019.  [3829/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
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ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA05100Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA05200897. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
paid for incontinence products under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 2019 to 31 
July 2019. [3830/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA05400Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA05500898. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of cases or 
cartons of incontinence products supplied under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 
2019 to 31 July 2019. [3831/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRAAA05700Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRAAA05800899. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding 
paid or incurred for the distribution of incontinence products under a contract (details supplied) 
from 1 February 2019 to 31 July 2019. [3832/20]

05/03/2020WRAAA05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB00200Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRBBB00300900. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of 
incontinence products distributed under a contract (details supplied) from 1 February 2019 to 
31 July 2019. [3833/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB00500Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRBBB00600901. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received about incontinence products supplied under a contract (details supplied) from 1 Febru-
ary 2018 to 31 January 2019; and if he will provide a copy of each complaint. [3834/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WRBBB00800Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRBBB00900902. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received about the distribution of incontinence products supplied under a contract (details sup-
plied) from 1 February 2018 to 31 January 2019; and if he will provide a copy of each com-
plaint. [3835/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB01100Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRBBB01200903. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received about incontinence products supplied under a contract (details supplied) from 1 Febru-
ary 2019 to 31 July 2019; and if he will provide a copy of each complaint. [3836/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB01400Health Services Data

05/03/2020WRBBB01500904. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received about incontinence products supplied under a contract (details supplied) from 1 Febru-
ary 2019 to 31 July 2019; and if he will provide a copy of each complaint. [3837/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB01700Health Services Expenditure

05/03/2020WRBBB01800905. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if direct payments of pub-
lic money were made by the HSE to the supplier or contractor of a contract (details supplied) 
between 1 February 2018 and 31 January 2019; and if so, the amounts and frequency of the 
payments. [3838/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB02000Health Services Expenditure

05/03/2020WRBBB02100906. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if direct payments of 
public money were made by the HSE to the supplier or contractor of a contract (detail supplied) 
between 1 February 2019 and 31 July 2019; and if so, the amounts and frequency of the pay-
ments. [3839/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WRBBB02300HSE Staff Recruitment

05/03/2020WRBBB02400907. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when a position (details 
supplied) will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3840/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/03/2020WRBBB02600Home Help Service Data

05/03/2020WRBBB02700908. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of provid-
ing 10,000 hours of HSE-provided home help support in the community; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3869/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible

05/03/2020WRBBB02900Mental Health Services Expenditure

05/03/2020WRBBB03000909. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of week-
end cover for CAMHS Wexford for two doctors and a secretary travelling from Galway; the 
estimated travel and accommodation expenses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3875/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/03/2020WRBBB03200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

05/03/2020WRBBB03300910. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the status of capital funding 
for a new building on a campus (details supplied); the capital funding allocated to the organisa-
tion for 2020; and if the project is no longer allocated funding, the steps which need to be taken 
to reallocate funding. [3876/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

05/03/2020WRBBB03500Dental Services 

05/03/2020WRBBB03600911. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the reason children in the 
catchment area of Ballincollig, County Cork, are not receiving their second class dental check-
up from the HSE; if there has been a change to HSE policy in this area; if the policy remains 
in place, when the second class check-ups will recommence in the area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3880/20]
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05/03/2020WRBBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRBBB03800Hospital Appointments Status

05/03/2020WRBBB03900912. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3907/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/03/2020WRBBB04100Departmental Schemes

05/03/2020WRBBB04200913. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for a voluntary farm building relocation scheme due to flooding issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3376/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB04300949. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 438 of 16 April 2019, when he plans to introduce a volun-
tary farm building relocation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3099/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 913 and 949 together.

My Department continues to monitor the situation in relation to the floods, with significant 
flooding occurring of farmlands but, in general, not of farmyards to date.  

A study to determine the feasibility of any future, once-off, targeted scheme for Voluntary 
Farm Building Relocation is being undertaken.  My Department has evaluated a range of at risk 
farmyards, impacted by flooding, to see if any alternative remedial works can be undertaken to 
protect farm buildings at risk of flooding and is currently considering this evaluation.

05/03/2020WRBBB04500Brexit Supports

05/03/2020WRBBB04600914. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the number of food businesses that applied for working capital under the Brexit loan 
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scheme which opened in March 2018; the number of such businesses that have been sanctioned 
financing to date; and the value of same. [3904/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The €300 
million Brexit Loan Scheme was introduced, in cooperation with the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation and the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), to provide 
funding support to enable eligible Irish businesses (i.e. SMEs or small mid-caps) to imple-
ment the changes necessary to address the challenges posed by Brexit. It provides for loans of 
€25,000 to €1,500,000 at a maximum interest rate of 4%, ranging from 1 year to 3 years, with 
unsecured loans up to €500,000. The loans can be used for working capital requirements or to 
fund innovation, change or adaptation of the business to mitigate the impact of Brexit. 

At close of business on 28 February, 995 applications had been received of which 894 are 
approved, 18 are ineligible and 83 are in progress. A breakdown, including details of food busi-
nesses, is set out in the table.

Brexit Loan Scheme at 28.02.2020:

 Applied Approved Sanctioned Value of Loans 
Sanctioned

No. of Food 
Businesses 

160 145 38 €9.6m

Total 995 894 238 €49.8m
It should be noted that the approval and sanction processes are separate. Many business-

es have applied for sanction in preparation for Brexit but do not go on to apply for a loan.

05/03/2020WRBBB04800Future Growth Loan Scheme

05/03/2020WRBBB04900915. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers in addition to food businesses who have applied to the future growth 
loan scheme which opened in March 2019; the number of farmers and such businesses that have 
been sanctioned financing to date; and the value of same in tabular form. [3905/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Future 
Growth Loan Scheme was developed by my Department and the Department of Business, En-
terprise and Innovation, in partnership with the Department of Finance and the Strategic Bank-
ing Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). It is being delivered through participating finance providers 
nationally to make up to €300 million of investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, 
including farmers and the agri-food & seafood sectors. 

 The loans are competitively priced (an initial maximum loan interest rate of 4.5% for loans 
less than €250,000), are for terms of 8-10 years and support strategic long-term investment in 
a post-Brexit environment. A minimum loan amount of €100,000 applies up to a maximum of 
€3,000,000 per applicant. However, considering the needs of Irish farmers, I negotiated a spe-
cific minimum of €50,000 for them.

 This is a financial product that was previously unavailable in Ireland, hence the involve-
ment of the various public bodies to bring it to market. The unique characteristic of the Scheme 
is that loans up to €500,000 are unsecured, making it a viable source of finance for young and 
new entrant farmers, especially the cohort who do not have high levels of security. It also serves 
smaller-scale farmers, who often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable 
terms with their banking institution.
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 Food companies have identified long-term investment finance of up to ten years as a criti-
cal need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. I am happy that the Government have been 
able to deliver this product and its effects will be felt all along the food production chain from 
primary producer to processor.

The Scheme has been open for loan eligibility applications through the SBCI website since 
17th April 2019.  At close of business on 28th February, 3,132 applications had been received, 
of which 3,001 are approved, 2 are ineligible and 129 are in progress.  A breakdown, including 
details of farmers and agri-food businesses, is in the table.  

Future Growth Loan Scheme at 28.02.2020

 Applied Approved Sanctioned Value of Sanc-
tioned Loans 

No of Farmers 1,079 1,021 420 €51.6m
No. of Food 
Businesses 

350 335 85 €24.3m

Total 3,132 3,001 1,020 €213.6m
The Scheme has been popular among businesses and farmers and there has been very strong 

demand for this longer term, lower cost finance. This demand has resulted in a rapid take-up of 
the Scheme and consequently SBCI have advised that there is limited remaining capacity.

05/03/2020WRBBB05100Felling Licences

05/03/2020WRBBB05200916. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a series of matters (details supplied) about felling licences and road applica-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2615/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB05300958. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when licences and road applications (details supplied) will be approved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3537/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 916 and 958 together.

A commitment has been given to the development of a sustainable and viable forestry sec-
tor in Ireland and some €600m has been invested through the current National Forestry Pro-
gramme.  Furthermore, the Climate Action Plan 2019 enshrines the importance of the forestry 
sector to the achievement of national targets not least in the stated aim of planting an average 
of 8,000 hectares per annum of new afforestation.  Successive Forestry Programmes since 1990 
will result in considerable volumes of timber being harvested over the next 15 years and it is 
essential that the licensing system regulating this harvest is fit for purpose.

I am aware that there are currently delays to issuing forestry licences and I acknowledge 
that this is causing difficulties for some in the sector.  Notwithstanding the delays in the latter 
months of  last year, I also note that 2019 was a record year for the issuing of felling licences 
with over 4,100 licences issuing which was 10% higher than the previous year.  In terms of af-
forestation licences processed, from January 2018 to the end of December 2019, licences have 
issued for 4,000ha that are available to plant.  

I am aware also that 2019 was a challenging year for the sector as a result of market condi-
tions for sawn softwood as well as increased competition from European sawmills who have 
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created an over-supply in the UK market.  This has presumably resulted in a proportion of is-
sued licences remaining unused pending an improvement in market conditions.

The current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropri-
ate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of 
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the 
Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  These changes are unavoidable and are largely 
beyond the control of my Department.  As you know, my Department is the forestry licence 
consent authority and, since 2017, all licence applications are subject to a statutory public no-
tification system.  

Mindful that these new procedures would lead to requests for more Natura Impact State-
ments (NIS), with additional costs involved for applicants, my Department has opted, in most 
cases, to produce the Appropriate Assessment Reports and Appropriate Assessment Determi-
nation itself, instead of requesting applicants to provide a NIS.  This should be of significant 
assistance to forestry companies, while it is still open to them to provide an NIS if they wish to 
do so.  To facilitate this my officials have published a template NIS, with a guidance note and 
training for forestry professionals will be arranged shortly.

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and significant resources have 
been devoted to introducing a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative require-
ments.  My Department is now meeting those needs as follows:  

New forestry inspectors and additional administrative staff have been assigned to licensing. 
More forestry inspectors will be recruited in 2020. 

- two new  ecologists are joining the Department ecology team shortly.  

- We have engaged external ecological expertise to help with the backlog of files. Four lo-
cal ecologists  have also been contracted in this week to provide extra support. This will be 
complemented by a tender to outsource ecological expertise, which has been published with a 
closing date of 13 March, 2020.

- Additional administrative staff have  been assigned to the Agriculture Appeals Office to 
assist with the increased workload of the Forestry Appeals Committee.  

- 3 planning officers have been contracted in to work with the Forestry Appeals Committee.

- A specialist mapping expert has been assigned to forestry issues.

The first appeals on licences, which have been determined under the new Appropriate As-
sessment procedure (where appeals have been submitted) were fast-tracked with decisions re-
ceived, the majority of which were in the Department’s favour. 

On 7 February, Minister Eoghan Murphy and I signed orders and regulations making provi-
sion for the introduction of the single consent system.  This enables the Department to be the 
sole consenting authority for forest roads including an entrance from a public road, or material 
widening of an existing entrance.  Applications for forest road works licences, that include such 
an entrance have been accepted since 14 February.  I understand that applications are being 
progressed by forestry companies.

In conclusion, let me assure you that our long-term commitment to forestry is unwavering 
and that every effort is being made to resolve current issues. I acknowledge that the current 
situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disruption which, when resolved, will make for a 
better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry licensing system for many years to come.
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05/03/2020WRBBB05500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

05/03/2020WRBBB05600917. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to reverse the reduction to 50% of the value of microchipped donkeys on registered prem-
ises as per the rules for stocking density requirements for the 2020 areas of natural constraint 
scheme; and his further plans to reintroduce the National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, 
farm plan scheme. [2640/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following 
consultation with stakeholders in advance of the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints scheme, it 
was decided to introduce changes in the scheme stocking requirement in relation to donkeys.

With effect from the 2020 ANC scheme year, only 50% of an applicant’s stocking density 
can be fulfilled using donkeys and the balance must be fulfilled using other eligible animals.  
This change was highlighted in the Terms and Conditions document of the 2019 ANC scheme 
in order to give sufficient lead in time to applicants who may need to amend their stocking pat-
terns. 

There are no plans to reverse this decision.

In relation to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Farm Plan Scheme, this 
scheme comes under the remit of the NPWS, which is part of the Heritage Division of the De-
partment of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

The NPWS is now accepting applications to participate in the Farm Plan Scheme 2020.  
Application forms and additional information on the scheme are available on the website of the 
NPWS.

05/03/2020WRBBB05800Forestry Sector

05/03/2020WRBBB05900918. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a response will issue to a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2659/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware 
that there are currently delays to issuing forestry licences and acknowledge that this is causing 
difficulties for some in the sector.  Notwithstanding the delays in the latter months of  last year, 
I also note that 2019 was a record year for the issuing of felling licences with over 4,100 li-
cences issuing which was 10% higher than the previous year.  In terms of afforestation licences 
processed, from January 2018 to the end of December 2019, licences have issued for 4,000ha 
that are available to plant.  

I am aware also that 2019 was a challenging year for the sector as a result of market condi-
tions for sawn softwood as well as increased competition from European sawmills who have 
created an over-supply in the UK market.  This has presumably resulted in a proportion of is-
sued licences remaining unused pending an improvement in market conditions.

The current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropri-
ate Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of 
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the 
Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  These changes are unavoidable and are largely 
beyond the control of my Department.  As you know, my Department is the forestry licence 
consent authority and, since 2017, all licence applications are subject to a statutory public no-
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tification system.  

Mindful that these new procedures would lead to requests for more Natura Impact State-
ments (NIS), with additional costs involved for applicants, my Department has opted, in most 
cases, to produce the Appropriate Assessment Reports and Appropriate Assessment Determi-
nation itself, instead of requesting applicants to provide a NIS.  This should be of significant 
assistance to forestry companies, while it is still open to them to provide an NIS if they wish to 
do so.  To facilitate this my officials have published a template NIS, with a guidance note and 
training for forestry professionals will be arranged shortly.

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and significant resources have 
been devoted to introducing a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative require-
ments.  My Department is now meeting those needs as follows:  

- New forestry inspectors and additional administrative staff have been assigned to licens-
ing. More forestry inspectors will be recruited in 2020. 

- two new  ecologists are joining the Department ecology team shortly.  

- We have engaged external ecological expertise to help with the backlog of files. Four lo-
cal ecologists  have also been contracted in this week to provide extra support. This will be 
complemented by a tender to outsource ecological expertise, which has been published with a 
closing date of 13 March, 2020.

- Additional administrative staff have  been assigned to the Agriculture Appeals Office to 
assist with the increased workload of the Forestry Appeals Committee.  

- 3 planning officers have been contracted in to work with the Forestry Appeals Committee.

- A specialist mapping expert has been assigned to forestry issues.

The first appeals on licences, which have been determined under the new Appropriate As-
sessment procedure (where appeals have been submitted) were fast-tracked with decisions re-
ceived, the majority of which were in the Department’s favour.  

The question of introducing fees for both licences and appeals is under consideration, the 
latter would require an amendment to the Appeals Act 2001 which would take some time.

In conclusion, let me assure you that our long-term commitment to forestry is unwavering 
and that every effort is being made to resolve current issues. I acknowledge that the current 
situation is challenging, but it is a temporary disruption which, when resolved, will make for a 
better, more sustainable and fit-for-purpose forestry licensing system for many years to come.

05/03/2020WRBBB06100Felling Licences Applications

05/03/2020WRBBB06200919. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a felling licence application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2663/20]

05/03/2020WRBBB06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion for a tree felling licence for the person named was acknowledged as complete on 7 Febru-
ary 2020.  At that time, it was advertised on my Department’s website, providing the public with 
30 days in which to make a submission.  The application has also been referred to prescribed 
bodies, including National Parks and Wildlife Service, who have up to eight weeks to respond.  
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No decision may issue before the referral periods have elapsed.

05/03/2020WRCCC00200TAMS Applications

05/03/2020WRCCC00300920. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a TAMS grant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2718/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a claim for payment  for a TAMS II application under the Animal Welfare and 
Nutrient Storage Scheme 17 January 2020.   Further documentation which was requested has 
now been received and is under consideration at present.

05/03/2020WRCCC00500Sheep Welfare Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRCCC00600921. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2720/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named has been a participant in the Sheep Welfare Scheme since 26 January 2017.  Under the 
terms and conditions of the scheme, participants are required to submit the annual Sheep Cen-
sus return within the required deadlines for each year of scheme participation.

In this case, the named individual did not submit the 2018 sheep census return by the due 
date of 14 February 2019, which resulted in no payment being made in respect of the 2019 
Sheep Welfare Scheme.  

An appeal in relation to the non-payment of the 2019 Sheep Welfare payment was received 
from him on the 20th December 2019.  An examination of the available on-line account activity 
for the person named was carried out by the Department on foot of this appeal.  It was not pos-
sible, however, to confirm from the available information the efforts made to submit the census 
form on the 14 February as outlined by him.  Accordingly, the appeal was rejected and he was 
advised of his right to request a review of the decision by a higher officer of the Department.

A subsequent request for an appeal by a higher officer of the Department was received on 
the 23 January 2020.  Following an additional review, there was no change in the original 
decision.  The person named  was informed of this decision on the 3 February 2020.  He has 
been advised of his right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office within three 
months of the date of the notification of the revivew decision.

05/03/2020WRCCC00800Felling Licences Applications

05/03/2020WRCCC00900922. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a felling licence application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2741/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC01000923. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a felling licence application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2745/20]
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05/03/2020WRCCC01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 922 and 923 together.

I am aware that there are currently delays to issuing forestry licences and acknowledge that 
this is causing difficulties for some in the sector.  These are as a result of the changes made 
to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP) which were introduced in response to 
important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent inter-
pretation by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  These changes are unavoid-
able and are largely beyond the control of my Department.  As you know, my Department is 
the forestry licence consent authority and, since 2017, all licence applications are subject to a 
statutory public notification system.  

Mindful that these new procedures would lead to requests for more Natura Impact State-
ments (NIS), with additional costs involved for applicants, my Department has opted, in most 
cases, to produce the Appropriate Assessment Reports and Appropriate Assessment Determi-
nation itself, instead of requesting applicants to provide a NIS.  This should be of significant 
assistance to forestry companies.  

A tree felling licence application for the person named is currently being assessed under 
the new procedures.  The proposed felling site has 13 Natura sites within the likely zone of 
impact.  It has not yet been decided if all these sites may be screened in or out for Appropriate 
Assessment.  If one or more are screened in, then the applicant may have to provide an NIS 
or the Department may be in a position to  complete an Appropriate Assessment Report and 
Determination.  

It is open to the applicant to provide an NIS rather than awaiting the outcome of the  Depart-
ment’s assessment and they may decide  to consult with an industry professional on how best 
they should proceed with their application. The Department has published a template NIS and 
guidance note for forestry professionals and training is being arranged.

05/03/2020WRCCC01300Felling Licences Applications

05/03/2020WRCCC01400924. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2804/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for forestry operations must be carefully assessed by officials of my Department to ensure any 
possible impacts the operations may have on the surrounding countryside and environment are 
fully considered.  For this reason, my Department has recently amended its Appropriate Assess-
ment procedures to take account of important Court of Justice of the European Union decisions, 
in respect of the Habitats Directive.  This has caused a backlog of applications, while the new 
procedures were put in place.

The tree felling application for the person named was reviewed by a forestry inspector and 
a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) was requested on 12 September 2019.  If the applicant wishes 
to progress with their application, they must supply the requested NIS before any further assess-
ment of their application can take place.

05/03/2020WRCCC01600Ministerial Correspondence
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05/03/2020WRCCC01700925. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to reports concerning his officials accepting a letter in respect of 
a person from another Minister (details supplied); if the attention of the Secretary General of 
his Department was drawn to the letter being accepted by officials; the directions and-or corre-
spondence generated as a result of accepting the letter; if it was considered in the course of the 
involvement of his Department in a case regarding instances of animal cruelty; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2821/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The letter re-
ferred to, addressed to Minister Humphreys dated 22 January, was delivered to the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and Marine, on January 24th.  The letter was forwarded to the Secretary 
General’s office who immediately passed it on to the relevant line manager for consideration. 
The Deputy should be aware that no political representations were made in relation to the cor-
respondence. 

The decision not to proceed further with prosecution in this case was taken having regard to 
the full and individual circumstances of this case.  Department officials had worked closely with 
the family of the individual concerned during 2018 and 2019 to bring about a satisfactory reso-
lution of the animal welfare and related issues on this farm, and this positive and constructive 
engagement led to progressive resolution of the issues.  The final resolution of all welfare and 
related issues was concluded to the full satisfaction of my Department in October 2019 and a 
further inspection in December 2019 confirmed the ongoing satisfactory situation on the farm.

Having reviewed all aspects of the case in consultation with relevant divisions within my 
Department, including legal services and local office management, a decision was taken by 
senior management not to proceed with the prosecution in this case.  Animal welfare cases can 
be complex and difficult, with a range of human as well as animal factors to be considered, and 
I am grateful to all those who contributed to the successful resolution of this case.   

It is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution 
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there will be instances where the facts of 
a case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate 
or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For example, deci-
sions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a result of a changes in 
circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a satisfac-
tory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecution or, where appropri-
ate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds.    

It is entirely a matter for the Department to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate 
to proceed with a prosecution against an individual.  My Department takes its prosecutorial 
functions very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to 
manage prosecutions brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

05/03/2020WRCCC01900Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRCCC02000926. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal of a decision on a beef exceptional aid measure appli-
cation by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2833/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.



5 March 2020

439

I am advised, however, that the Appeals Office received an appeal on behalf of the person 
named on 4 December  2019 in relation to the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM).  The 
Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Depart-
ment. All relevant documentation has now been received by the Appeals Office. 

I am advised that the appeal has now been assigned to an Appeals Officer and that the Office 
will be in contact with the appellant shortly to arrange an oral hearing of the appeal.

05/03/2020WRCCC02200Departmental Funding

05/03/2020WRCCC02300927. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if the decision to reverse funding for a facility (details supplied) will be reviewed. 
[2839/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This previous-
ly proposed project by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) was considered in the wider context of the 
provision of existing professional sea survival training facilities within the State and the cost, 
both construction and operational, of such an additional facility. The existing professional sea 
survival training facilities based at the National Maritime College of Ireland, Ringaskiddy, Co 
Cork, are unique in Ireland and designed both for fundamental safety training and specialised 
survival training, to increase survival ability in emergency situations. Those purpose built fa-
cilities are available for the provision of all necessary and required training for fishermen.    

At the present time, there is no provision or plans to proceed with the project proposed in 
Greencastle.

05/03/2020WRCCC02500Harbours and Piers Development

05/03/2020WRCCC02600928. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the reason the breakwater at Greencastle Harbour, County Donegal, has been allowed 
to lie half-completed for several years; and if his Department funded and oversaw these works 
during the earlier construction phase. [2840/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Greencastle 
Harbour is owned by Donegal County Council and responsibility for its maintenance and de-
velopment rests with that Local Authority in the first instance and its parent Department, the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government thereafter. 

My Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour 
Centres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl 
under statute. In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and mainte-
nance of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific 
piers, lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 
1902, and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the auspices of the Congested Districts 
Board.

As indicated, my legislative remit does not extend to Greencastle Harbour, and given that 
the ownership of, and overall responsibility for Greencastle Harbour rests with the County 
Council, it is the Council who will decide if it wishes to carry out any further development, 
repair or maintenance of Greencastle Harbour. 

My Department co funded and project managed works on a larger Greencastle Harbour 
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development programme up to 2011. In February 2012, my Department formally handed back 
the Greencastle Harbour Project to Donegal County Council, following completion of works to 
safeguard the breakwater development. 

When Donegal County Council decide on the exact programme of works they wish to carry 
out, and the costing and timescale for those works, and notify their full intentions in this respect, 
the matter can be considered further in the context of future Government priorities. 

My Department does provide limited funding to assist the 14 coastal Local Authorities in 
carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of Local Authority owned piers, 
harbours and slipways under the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme, subject to available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.  Since 
2010, Donegal County Council has received funding of €3.1m under this programme.

I have approved funding of €2.5m for the Local Authority element of my Department’s 
2020 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme.  A call for projects 
was issued to coastal local authorities on 20 February 2020, with the deadline for receipt of 
applications being 6 March 2020. Should any application be submitted by Donegal County 
Council in relation to Greencastle under this programme, it will be given due consideration, 
taking into account the terms and conditions of the scheme, the priority attached by the Council 
and available funds.

05/03/2020WRCCC02800Afforestation Programme

05/03/2020WRCCC02900929. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the current 
position in respect of a forestry contract (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2851/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The contract 
specified was approved under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme with two grant 
payments and 20 annual premiums to be paid across the lifetime of the contract. The first and 
second grant payments were made in 2000 and 2004 respectively.  Twenty annual premiums 
were paid between 2000 and 2019 to the beneficiary of the contract, with the last premium pay-
ment having been paid in April 2019. 

The contract is therefore complete and no further payments are due.

05/03/2020WRCCC03100Beef Industry

05/03/2020WRCCC03200930. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of measures being taken to assist farmers affected by the ongoing beef crisis; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2869/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Govern-
ment has provided significant financial support to the beef sector over the past number of years 
through national funding and the rural development programme.

In Budget 2020, I have provided almost €85 million in targeted schemes to support sus-
tainable beef farming. This includes almost €45 million for the Beef Data and Genomics Pro-
gramme (BDGP) and a further €40 million for targeted supports within the beef sector for suck-
ler farmers and for farmers involved in dairy beef production.   Consultations with stakeholders 
on the use of the €40 million in additional funding have taken place and details of how these 
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supports will be targeted will be made available as soon as possible.

Last year, I established the Beef Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable 
pathway for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sus-
tainability. The Taskforce will provide a robust implementation structure for commitments en-
tered into in the Beef Talks Agreement of 15th September 2019, with timelines and stakeholder 
engagement.  The Beef Taskforce offers a suitable platform for strategic engagement with all 
the key stakeholders, including retailers and regulatory authorities.   

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/beeftaskforce/  .  This webpage contains the 
agreement reached on 15 September, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce and updates on 
actions arising out of the agreement to date.

05/03/2020WRCCC03400Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRCCC03500931. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2901/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.  

I have, however, been advised by Agriculture Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the 
appeal was held on 26 February 2020.  Every effort is being made by the Agriculture Appeals 
Office to finalise the appeal at the earliest possible opportunity.

05/03/2020WRCCC03700Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRCCC03800932. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
oral hearing will be requested in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2907/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. 

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that an appeal was received on behalf of the appellant. The appeal did not include a request for 
an oral hearing.  I have also been advised that the records of the Appeals Office show that the 
Appeals Office was informed by telephone on 25 April 2018 that the appellant did not require 
an oral hearing of his appeal. A letter that issued on 17 May 2018 to the appellant by the Ap-
peals Officer to whom the appeal was assigned noted that the appellant had not requested an 
oral hearing. 

Following the completion of the appeals process, the appellant was notified on 23 July 2018 
that their appeal was unsuccessful. I understand that subsequent to the appeal decision having 
been made, a request was made for the appeal to be reopened and for an oral hearing of the ap-
peal to be held. As the Appeals Officer has made their decision, the appeal cannot be reopened 
and there is no longer an option for an oral hearing. 

If the applicant is of the view that the Appeals Officer has made an error in fact or law in 
their decision, the applicant may seek a review of the decision from the Director of the Agricul-
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ture Appeals Office including details of the error identified in the Appeals Officer’s decision. It 
is also open to the appellant to write to the Office of the Ombudsman.

05/03/2020WRCCC04000Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

05/03/2020WRCCC04100933. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
efforts being made to resolve the dispute with an association (details supplied); his plans to fur-
ther amend the fallen animal collection scheme; if financial supports will be provided to farmers 
impacted by the dispute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2918/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following a 
meeting between the Department and the Animal Collectors Association earlier this week, there 
has been a restoration of the fallen animal collection service.

The Department is confident that the supports contained in the new Fallen Animal Scheme 
will support the sustainability and viability of the knackery industry and ensure a continued 
fallen animal collection service to the farming community.

05/03/2020WRCCC04300Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

05/03/2020WRCCC04400934. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
efforts being made to secure support at level EU to ensure the CAP budget is increased within 
the next European budget multi-annual financial framework, MFF; the efforts being made to 
maintain the transition period before the final budget is agreed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2919/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Agreement 
on the next MFF is a matter for Heads of State and Government, and requires unanimity by 
all Member States at the European Council.  The proposed budget must also be agreed by the 
European Parliament.

Under the MFF draft proposals, the European Commission has proposed that funding for 
the CAP should be set at €365 billion, which equates to a cut of approximately 5%.  I have re-
peatedly stated that this is unacceptable for Ireland, and I have worked hard with my European 
counterparts, and with Commissioners Hogan and Wojciechowski, to build consensus around 
the need to maintain a strong CAP budget post-2020. 

For example, at the 2019 October Agri Fish Council, I joined with sixteen of my colleagues 
in reiterating the call we made in Madrid in mid-2018 for the post-2020 CAP budget to be main-
tained. I have also availed of every opportunity at Agri-Fish Council meetings to emphasise the 
fundamental importance of protecting the CAP budget, including most recently in November 
and December 2019, and again in January 2020, when the Council discussed the even higher 
level of climate change ambition that must now be reflected in Member States’ CAP Strategic 
Plans in light of the new European Green Deal. 

It is clear that there are divergent views among Member States on the appropriate level for 
the budget.  Some (including Ireland) have indicated their willingness to increase their national 
contributions, once they contribute towards areas of added European value, while others feel 
equally strongly that the current proposals would be too costly.  There is still some way to go 
before agreement can be achieved, and I can assure the Deputy that my Department and I will 
continue to ensure that protecting the CAP budget remains a key priority for Ireland in these 
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negotiations.

As regards transitional arrangements, the Commission presented proposals for transitional 
rules in November to bridge the gap between the current CAP and the CAP post-2020.  2021 
will be the transitional year, and the proposals are made assuming funding for 2021 at the lev-
el proposed under the MFF.  This is normal practice when there are delays in finalising the EU 
budget and CAP proposals.  Discussions on the proposals are continuing, and are not expected 
to conclude until mid-2020.

05/03/2020WRCCC04600Farmers Charter

05/03/2020WRCCC04700935. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the farmers’ rights charter; his plans to review the effectiveness of its operation; his 
further plans to expand on the contents of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2920/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A Farmers’ 
Charter of Rights is currently in place. It covers the period 2015 to 2020 which matches the 
duration of the current Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The current Charter was agreed 
between the Farm Bodies and my Department and sets down agreed target timelines for deliv-
ery of payments in respect of the schemes operated by my Department. My Department is fully 
committed to upholding the targets set out in the Charter and meets quarterly with representa-
tives of farming organisations to monitor that these targets are being met. 

CAP negotiations are ongoing and agreement has not been reached at this time. Indications 
are that there will be a transition period and it is envisaged that the current Charter will remain 
in place until such time as the new CAP has been agreed. At that point, my Department will 
commence discussions with the farming organisations on agreeing a new Farmers’ Charter of 
Rights.

05/03/2020WRCCC04900Trade Agreements

05/03/2020WRCCC05000936. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a full 
assessment of the economic impact on Irish agriculture of the EU-Mercosur trade agreement 
has been carried out by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2921/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As I said at the 
time of last year’s EU-Mercosur political agreement, I was very disappointed by the outcome 
of these negotiations, which included a 99,000 tonnes Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) for Beef from 
the Mercosur countries.  However, the Deputy should be aware that there is still a long way to 
go on this. The agreement will be put through a process of legal scrubbing, which could take up 
to two years, before being put before the European Trade Council for ratification by Qualified 
Majority Vote, and the European Parliament.

An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar TD, announced that a whole-of-government review of the eco-
nomic and sustainability impact on Ireland of the agreement would be undertaken. This re-
search is being led by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, who have overall 
responsibility for Irish Trade policy, with specialist input and assistance from my Department. 

Following a tender process, Implement Consulting Group have been commissioned to de-
liver the study, and a final report is expected by the end of August 2020.
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05/03/2020WRCCC05200Beef Industry

05/03/2020WRCCC05300937. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress to date on implementing the measures agreed in August 2019 in discussions with 
stakeholders regarding the difficulties facing the beef sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2932/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Last year, 
I established the Beef Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable pathway 
for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sustainability. 
The Taskforce will provide a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into 
in the Beef Talks Agreement of 15th September 2019, with timelines and stakeholder engage-
ment.  The Beef Taskforce offers a suitable platform for strategic engagement with all the key 
stakeholders, including retailers and regulatory authorities.   

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/beeftaskforce/ .  This webpage contains the 
agreement reached on 15 September, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce and updates on 
actions arising out of the agreement to date.

05/03/2020WRCCC05500Beef Industry

05/03/2020WRCCC05600938. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
outcome of discussions at the recent beef task force meeting; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2933/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Last year, 
I established the Beef Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable pathway 
for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sustainability. 
The Taskforce will provide a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into 
in the Beef Talks Agreement of 15th September 2019, with timelines and stakeholder engage-
ment.  The Beef Taskforce offers a suitable platform for strategic engagement with all the key 
stakeholders, including retailers and regulatory authorities.   

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/beeftaskforce/.  This webpage contains the 
agreement reached on 15 September, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce and updates on 
actions arising out of the agreement to date.

05/03/2020WRCCC05800Beef Industry

05/03/2020WRCCC05900939. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he plans to implement to assist the beef sector in light of the inadequate returns to 
primary producers and the financial difficulties caused to many farmers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2934/20]

05/03/2020WRCCC06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Govern-
ment has provided significant financial support to the beef sector over the past number of years 
through national funding and the rural development programme. 

In Budget 2020, I have provided almost €85 million in targeted schemes to support sus-
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tainable beef farming. This includes almost €45 million for the Beef Data and Genomics Pro-
gramme (BDGP) and a further €40 million for targeted supports within the beef sector for suck-
ler farmers and for farmers involved in dairy beef production.   Consultations with stakeholders 
on the use of the €40 million in additional funding have taken place and details of how these 
supports will be targeted will be made available as soon as possible.

Last year, I established the Beef Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable 
pathway for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sus-
tainability. The Taskforce will provide a robust implementation structure for commitments en-
tered into in the Beef Talks Agreement of 15th September 2019, with timelines and stakeholder 
engagement.  The Beef Taskforce offers a suitable platform for strategic engagement with all 
the key stakeholders, including retailers and regulatory authorities.   

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/beeftaskforce/ .  This webpage contains the 
agreement reached on 15 September, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce and updates on 
actions arising out of the agreement to date.

05/03/2020WRDDD00200Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRDDD00300940. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a BEAM scheme appeal by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2949/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department and I understand that the deci-
sion of the Appeals Officer was issued to the person named on 30th January 2020.

The Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, provides that the decision of an Appeals Officer is final 
and conclusive, subject to the following circumstances provided in the Act:

An appeals officer may revise a decision of an appeals officer if it appears to him or her that 
the decision was erroneous in the light of new evidence or of new facts brought to his or her 
notice since the date on which it was given, or if it appears to him or her that there has been any 
relevant change of circumstances since the decision was given (Section 10.1 of the Act).  This 
would require the submission of new information that was not made available to the Appeals 
Officer at the time of the appeal decision;

The Director may, at any time, revise any decision of an appeals officer, if it appears to him 
or her that the decision was erroneous by reason of some mistake having been made in relation 
to the law or the facts (Section 10.2 of the Act). It is open to either party to the appeal to request 
a review of the appeal decision citing an error in fact or in law in the decision;

any person dissatisfied with—

(a) the decision of an appeals officer, or

(b) the revised decision of the Director,

may appeal that decision or revised decision, as the case may be, to the High Court on any 
question of law (Section 11 of the Act).

It is also open to the person named to raise the matter with the Office of the Ombudsman.
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05/03/2020WRDDD00500Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRDDD00600941. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a BEAM scheme appeal by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2963/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that 
the person named lodged an appeal on 2nd December 2019 in relation to the Beef Exceptional 
Aid Measure Scheme (BEAM).

The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my 
Department and all relevant documentation has been forwarded to the Appeals Office.

I understand that the appeal has now been assigned to an Appeals Officer and that the Office 
will be in contact with the appellant shortly to arrange an oral hearing of the appeal.

05/03/2020WRDDD00800Fishing Industry

05/03/2020WRDDD00900942. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the use of super trawlers in fishing waters here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2980/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) is a set of rules for managing European fishing fleets and for conserving 
fish stocks.  Under this policy EU fishing fleets are given equal access to EU waters and fishing 
grounds subject to allocated fish quotas.

In relation to the access so-called “super trawlers” have to Irish waters, I should point out 
that all foreign fishing vessels, on the north-west coast, are excluded from Ireland’s 12 mile 
fishing zone, other than for transit purposes.  All foreign pelagic fishing vessels, including pe-
lagic factory vessels, are also precluded from fishing in Ireland’s 12 mile fishing zone on the 
west coast.

Irish fishing vessels greater than or equal to 36.58m (120 feet) in length are precluded from 
fishing in Ireland’s 12 mile zone.  From 1 January 2020, all trawling by larger trawlers, over 
18m in length, in coastal waters inside Ireland’s 6 mile zone ceased other than for a sprat fishery 
which is being phased out during 2020 and 2021.

Under Regulation (EU) No. 1380/2013 (the CFP basic regulation), changes to fisheries pol-
icy involving access or restriction to fishing opportunities or fishing areas come within the sole 
competence of the EU.  Only the European Commission may propose changes and any such 
proposal must be adopted under the co-decision process by the EU Parliament and EU Council.  
Member States, in consultation with the Commission, affected Member States and stakeholders 
are permitted to introduce non-discriminatory measures for the conservation and management 
of fish stocks within the 12 mile zone subject to compliance with policy and procedures set 
down in the CFP Regulation.

The monitoring and control of fishing vessels within Ireland’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone are 
matters for the Irish control authorities.  Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 
2006, all operational issues of this nature concerning sea-fisheries control are, as a matter of 
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law, exclusively for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service.  I am 
precluded from getting involved in operational matters including in relation to law enforcement.

05/03/2020WRDDD01100Animal Welfare

05/03/2020WRDDD01200943. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the cost and location of educational courses provided by his Department to encourage animal 
welfare among the sulky racing population from 2018 to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2981/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment continues to promote responsible animal ownership.

The courses referred to were run in 2018 and 2019. Four courses were run between the two 
years with each course costing approx €21,000 to cover the various course modules, specialist 
speakers and location rental. The average attendance was 15-20 participants for each course.

In 2018, the course was run in Garristown, Co Dublin; Cashel, Co Tipperary; and Mallow, 
in Co Cork.

The level of interest in Cork city and North Cork was significant and, in 2019, the course 
was run in Mallow again.

05/03/2020WRDDD01400Young Farmers Scheme

05/03/2020WRDDD01500944. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied) will be examined; the clarity which can 
be provided in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3001/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted applications to my Department under the 2019 National Reserve ‘Young 
Farmer’ category and also the 2019 Young Farmers Scheme.  My Department engaged with the 
applicants with regard to the necessary documentation required in support of their applications.  
On the basis of the documentation provided to my Department, the application to the National 
Reserve was deemed to be unsuccessful as the applicants had exceeded the gross off-farm in-
come limit of €40,000.  The applicants were advised of this outcome on 27th January 2020 and 
offered the opportunity to submit an appeal of this decision.

An appeal of the decision in relation to the 2019 National Reserve application has now been 
received and is currently being considered.  My Department has issued further correspondence 
regarding additional documentation required in support of the appeal.  Once this documentation 
has been received and the appeal is completed, the applicants will be notified of the outcome 
in writing.

The 2019 Young Farmers Scheme application was successful, and the applicants were noti-
fied of this outcome on 27th January 2020.

05/03/2020WRDDD01700Knackery Industry

05/03/2020WRDDD01800945. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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status of discussions on resolving the ongoing dispute with knackeries and the proposed chang-
es to the fallen animal collection scheme. [3025/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following a 
meeting between the Department and the Animal Collectors Association earlier this week, there 
has been a restoration of the fallen animal collection service.

The Department is confident that the supports contained in the new Fallen Animal Scheme 
will support the sustainability and viability of the Knackery industry and ensure a continued 
fallen animal collection service to the farming community.

05/03/2020WRDDD02000Basic Payment Scheme Payments

05/03/2020WRDDD02100946. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the basic payment entitlements for the years 2015 to 2019 will reviewed in the case of persons 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3067/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named established an allocation right of 211.19 payment entitlements at start of the cur-
rent CAP programme in 2015. This allocation was based on the lower area of land declared by 
the above named in 2013 and 2015 and the value of the payment amount in 2014.

The above named submitted a Private Contract Clause application form in 2015 seeking to 
transfer entitlements.  Using this method, the person named transferred 70.65 entitlements by 
way of sale to a third party from their entitlement allocation, resulting in the person named hav-
ing 140.54 entitlements remaining in their own name.

In this instance, staff in my Department are also making contact with the above named to 
explain the details of the case and are happy to meet with him, if required.

05/03/2020WRDDD02300Beef Industry

05/03/2020WRDDD02400947. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 539 of 17 December 2019, if he has received applica-
tions for PGI status; when this application will be submitted to the EU; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3092/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment continues to work with Bord Bia on the PGI application for “Irish Beef”, in consultation 
with the European Commission.  A meeting to discuss the application was held with the Euro-
pean Commission in Brussels last month.

I anticipate that it should be possible to launch a formal national consultation in the near 
future, as required by the relevant EU regulations, before a formal application can be made to 
the European Commission for scrutiny of the proposal.

05/03/2020WRDDD02600Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

05/03/2020WRDDD02700948. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is appropriate to introduce changes in the fallen animal scheme at the time 
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of the year when the service is at peak demand; his further views on whether it is acceptable that 
knackeries across the country only received notice of the new scheme after it came into opera-
tion; if he will meet directly with an association (details supplied) to resolve its concerns about 
the imposed scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3093/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following a 
meeting between the Department and the Animal Collectors Association earlier this week, there 
has been a restoration of the fallen animal collection service.

The Department is confident that the supports contained in the new Fallen Animal Scheme 
will support the sustainability and viability of the Knackery industry and ensure a continued 
fallen animal collection service to the farming community.

Question No. 949 answered with Question No. 913.

05/03/2020WRDDD03000Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRDDD03100950. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a BEAM scheme appeal by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3176/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.

I am advised, however, that the Appeals Office received an appeal on behalf of the person 
named on 18 February 2020 in relation to the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure Scheme (BEAM).  
The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Depart-
ment and all relevant documentation has now been forwarded to the Appeals Office.

I am advised that the appeal is to be assigned to an Appeals Officer and that the Office will 
be in contact with the appellant shortly concerning the appeal.

05/03/2020WRDDD03300Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WRDDD03400951. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
provision of an oral hearing will be expedited in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3178/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.

I am advised, however, that the Appeals Office received an appeal on behalf of the person 
named on 22 October 2019 in relation to the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure Scheme (BEAM).  
The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Depart-
ment and all relevant documentation has now been forwarded to the Appeals Office.

I am advised that the appeal is to be assigned to an Appeals Officer and that the Office will 
be in contact with the appellant shortly to arrange an oral hearing of the appeal.

05/03/2020WRDDD03600TAMS Applications
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05/03/2020WRDDD03700952. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps that can be taken regarding a TAMS application by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3224/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named applied for grant aid for the purchase of two Automatic Slurry Scrapers with New 
Drives under tranche 12 of  the Animal Welfare and Nutrient Storage Scheme, one of the suite 
of seven measures available under TAMS II.  Approval issued on 21 November 2018. A pay-
ment claim for the purchase of the approved equipment was subsequently submitted.

A number of issues arose following a pre-payment Inspection. The person named was in-
formed of these issues and a penalty for non-compliance was applied as outlined in a letter to 
the applicant dated 17 February 2020.  A request for a review of this decision was subsequently 
received. This review is currently being processed and the Regional Inspector will be in direct 
contact with the person named as soon as the review process is complete.

05/03/2020WRDDD03900Animal Diseases

05/03/2020WRDDD04000953. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a society (details supplied) only accepts testing by one organisation for hoof wall separa-
tion disease, HWSD, on its database; if this has been approved by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3320/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Hoof Wall 
Separation Disease (HWSD) is caused by a genetic defect that appears to occur only in the 
Connemara pony breed and the carrier frequency has been estimated to be about 14.8%.  For a 
foal to be affected by the disease, both sire and dam must be carriers.

The Connemara Pony Breeders Society (CPBS) has been approved by my Department to 
maintain the Studbook for Connemara Ponies and in this regard operate a breeding programme 
for the breed.

Research carried out by the Connemara Pony Breeders Society, in conjunction with Weath-
erbys, has enabled them to test for the presence of the HWSD gene. My Department has allocat-
ed funding to the Connemara Pony Breeders Society under the Equine Infrastructures Scheme 
since 2015 to facilitate this project.

The results from this project will enable the Society to plan for the future and implement a 
strategy to manage this genetic defect identifying potential carriers.  This should decrease the 
incidence of the disease with a view to eliminating it for the Connemara pony population.

The CPBS has informed me that it will be accepting HWSD results from recognised organi-
sations other than Weatherby’s Scientific in 2020.  They are currently finalising procedures to 
implement this system.  This was approved by the CPBS council in late 2019. The results will 
be recorded as a private test on the pony profile on the CPBS online database. Information, once 
available, will be posted on the CPBS website.

05/03/2020WRDDD04200Fishery Harbour Centres

05/03/2020WRDDD04300954. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
building will be made available to a group (details supplied) to enable the establishment of a 
maritime museum and experience to record the history of Howth and the seafaring maritime 
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culture and traditions of the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3332/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Howth Fish-
ery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres, which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department under Statute.  All six Fishery Centres are first and 
foremost working fishery harbours.  However, each centre has unique features which facilitate 
a broad range of other diverse activities which are important from both an economic and social 
perspective.

The particular property in question, Mariner’s Hall, is located on the West Pier in Howth 
Fishery Harbour Centre. Substantial restoration works were required to this architecturally and 
historically significant building. I am aware that there is interest in locating a Maritime Museum 
in Howth and my Department has met with the Committee in relation to this issue.

Properties located at the six Fishery Harbour Centres including Howth are, when appro-
priate, offered for tenancy under lease agreement by means of an open competitive tendering 
process in accordance with good practice and public procurement guidelines.

It is intended to offer Mariners Hall for occupancy by means of a competitive tender process 
in the coming months. This will be publicly advertised and is open to all interested parties, in-
cluding the Friends of Howth Maritime Museum Limited.

05/03/2020WRDDD04500TAMS Applications

05/03/2020WRDDD04600955. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a TAMS grant application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3348/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The persons 
named submitted an application for approval for grant-aid under the Lower Emmission Slur-
ry Spreading Scheme, one of the suite of seven measures available under TAMS II. The appli-
cation was submitted on 12 December 2019 and the tranche closed on 10 January 2020.  The 
application is currently undergoing administrative checks and once all checks are complete, 
processing will be finalised.

The persons named will be informed directly, in writing, of the outcome of their application.

05/03/2020WRDDD04800Calafoirt agus Céanna

05/03/2020WRDDD04900956. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair 
a ghlacfar go hoifigiúil leis an tuarascáil ar Anailís Costais agus Tairbhe a dhéanamh ar Ché 
Ros a’ Mhíl ó tharla gur cuireadh ar fáil í i Meitheamh 2017, dhá bhliain go leith ó shin; cén 
uair a chríochnófar an t-athbhreithniú ar an tuarascáil a rinneadh ina dhiaidh sin ar na roghanna 
scóipeála agus ar ghnéithe oibríochta a d’fhéadfadh a bheith i gceist; cén uair a chríochnófar na 
fiosruithe eile suímh a luadh i bhfreagra ar cheist pharlaiminteach ar an 6ú Meán Fómhair 2019 
agus cén uair a bheidh cinneadh déanta dul ar aghaidh leis an obair fíor-riachtanach ar an gcé 
seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [3477/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Tá sé Lárion-
ad Cuain Iascaigh ainmnithe faoi úinéireacht an stáit (FHC). Tá siad suite i mBaile Chaisleáin 
Bhéarra, Daingean Uí Chúis, an Dún Mór Thoir, Binn Éadair, na Cealla Beaga agus Ros an 
Mhíl, faoi úinéireacht ag mo Roinnse. Déanann an Roinn iad a chothabháil agus a chur i bh-
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feidhm, faoi reacht.

Cuireann an Roinn maoiniú ar fáil ar bhonn bliantúil do na Lárionaid Chuain Iascaigh, lena 
n-áirítear Ros an Mhíl, faoin gClár Forbartha Infreastruchtúir Cuanta Iascaigh agus Cósta. Tá 
dul chun cinn déanta le blianta anuas ar chlár céimnithe chun bonneagar Lárionad Cuain Ias-
caigh Ros an Mhíl a fhorbairt agus tá infheistíocht shuntasach déanta ann. Ar an iomlán, rinne-
adh tuairim is €31m a infheistiú i bhforbairtí caipitil i Lárionad Cuain Iascaigh Ros an Mhíl idir 
2000 agus 2019.

Tá an fhéidearthacht maidir le tionscadal calafoirt domhainfharraige ag Lárionad Cuain Ias-
caigh Ros an Mhíl á mheas ag an Roinn le tamall anuas. Choimisiúnaigh an Roinn comhairleoirí 
DKM chun Anailís Costais is Tairbhe a dhéanamh ar a bheadh i gceist le cé domhainfharraige a 
fhorbairt ag Ros an Mhíl. Cuireadh dréacht-thuarascáil ar aghaidh chuig an Roinn i Meitheamh 
2017. Rinneadh an tuarascáil a mheas ach níor glacadh léi go foirmeálta riamh.

Ó dréachtaíodh an tuarascáil sin, tá athrú tagtha ar roinnt de na bunphrionsabail a bhí mar 
thaca leis an gcéad anailís a rinneadh. In 2018, choimisiúnaigh an Roinn comhairleoirí in-
nealtóireachta ina dhiaidh sin chun athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar na réitigh dearaidh, ar na 
roghanna scóipeála agus ar ghnéithe oibríochta a d’fhéadfadh a bheith i gceist lena leithéid de 
thogra amach anseo. Fuarthas an tuarascáil sin in Aibreán 2019 agus tá sí á meas go hiomlán 
faoi láthair ag an Roinn; ach, aithníodh sa tuarascáil an gá atá le fiosruithe eile suímh a dhé-
anamh ag Ros an Mhíl.

Tugadh faoi na fiosraithe sin i Lúnasa/Meán Fómhair 2019 agus tá siad críochnaithe anois, 
agus táthar ag súil le tuarascáil a eascróidh ó na fiosraithe sin i R1 2020. Tacóidh torthaí na tuar-
ascála seo chomh maith leis an measúnú foriomlán ar na réitigh dearthóireachta agus roghanna 
scóipeála a d’fhéadfadh a bheith i gceist.

Mar a bhíonn le gach forbairt sna sé Lárionad Cuain Iascaigh, ní dhéanfar aon chinneadh 
eile amach anseo i ndáil le tús a chur leis an tionscadal seo i Ros an Mhíl a mheas ach ar an 
mbonn  maoiniú státchiste agus tosaíochtaí náisiúnta iomaíochta a bheith ar fáil.

05/03/2020WRDDD05100Calafoirt agus Céanna

05/03/2020WRDDD05200957. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén méid 
den chaiteachas de €29 milliún a caitheadh ar Ché Ros a’ Mhíl ó 2000 i leith a bhain le cúrsaí 
farantóireachta, báid phléisiúir agus báid bheaga iascaireachta faoi bhun 10 méadar agus cén 
méid de sin a bhain le cursaí iascaireachta do bháid os cionn 10 méadar; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [3478/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Tá sé Lárion-
ad Cuain Iascaigh ainmnithe faoi úinéireacht an stáit (FHC), suite i mBaile Chaisleáin Bhéarra, 
Daingean Uí Chúis, an Dún Mór Thoir, Binn Éadair, na Cealla Beaga agus Ros an Mhíl, faoi 
úinéireacht ag mo Roinnse agus déanann an Roinn iad a chothabháil agus a chur i bhfeidhm, 
faoi reacht.

Cuireann an Roinn maoiniú ar fáil ar bhonn bliantúil do na Lárionaid Chuain Iascaigh, lena 
n-áirítear Ros an Mhíl, faoin gClár Forbartha Infreastruchtúir Cuanta Iascaigh agus Cósta. Tá 
dul chun cinn déanta le blianta anuas ar chlár céimnithe chun bonneagar Lárionad Cuain Ias-
caigh Ros an Mhíl a fhorbairt agus tá infheistíocht shuntasach déanta ann. Ar an iomlán, rinne-
adh tuairim is €31m a infheistiú i bhforbairtí caipitil i Lárionad Cuain Iascaigh Ros an Mhíl ó 
2000 go dtí 2019, an bhliain sin san áireamh.
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Is tiomantas suntasach é seo i leith fhorbairt eacnamaíochta agus shóisialta Ros an Mhíl, 
an chúlchríoch níos leithne agus Oileáin Árann. Cuirtear tús le tionscadail de réir riachtanas 
oibríochtúil agus straitéiseach agus an tábhacht atá i gceist d’fhonn bonneagar foriomlán na 
Lárionad Cuain Iascaigh a fheabhsú chun saoráidí oibriúcháin a chur ar fáil do réimse éagsúil 
úsáideoirí an chalafoirt ina nglacfar dinimic ar leith na gcalafort ar leith san áireamh. Ní féidir 
idirdhealú a dhéanamh ar chostais tionscadail, lena n-áirítear sábháilteacht agus cothabháil, de 
réir mhéid an árthaigh a bhaineann úsáid as an gcalafort.

Táim ábalta a rá, maidir le Ros an Mhíl, gur críochnaíodh teirminéal farantóireachta breá do 
mhuintir thrí Oileán Árann agus do chuairteoirí chuig na hoileáin in 2011, a chosain tuairim is 
€15m.  Ach, áiríodh sa tionscadal sin áiseanna páirceála agus bealach bóthair isteach atá chun 
leasa gach duine a úsáideann an calafort. Níl sé i bhfad ó tugadh an obair ar chaladh bád chun 
críche (2018), obair a chosain €4.9m, agus baineann báid fóillíochta agus árthaí beaga iascaigh 
úsáid as an tsaoráid seo.

Question No. 958 answered with Question No. 916.

05/03/2020WRDDD05500Basic Payment Scheme Payments

05/03/2020WRDDD05600959. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3550/20]

05/03/2020WRDDD05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named submitted his 2019 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) application on 2 May 2019 in 
which he declared the lands he was farming.

Where land has been burned between the closed season for burning (1 March - 31 August) 
of any given year, it is not eligible for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme and my De-
partment actively investigates incidents of illegal burning.  As outlined by the Deputy, parcels 
submitted by the person named were subject to burning during the closed season for burning.

The Department is currently reviewing two burnt parcels in this case, one of which is a for-
estry land parcel which needs further examination.  Once this review has been completed, my 
Department will contact the person named directly.

05/03/2020WREEE00200GLAS Payments

05/03/2020WREEE00300960. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a green low-carbon agri-environment scheme payment for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3551/20]

05/03/2020WREEE00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 
and has received all payments in respect of scheme years 2015 to 2017 and the 2018 Advance 
payment (85%). 

The person named was selected for an on farm inspection. This inspection has taken place 
and documentation is currently being finalised. Once this is completed, the 2018 Balance (15%) 
will issue and the application will move forward for processing of the 2019 Advance payment.

GLAS payments are issuing on a weekly basis.
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05/03/2020WREEE00500Felling Licences Applications

05/03/2020WREEE00600961. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a felling licence application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3552/20]

05/03/2020WREEE00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for a tree felling licence and a forest road works licence were made on behalf of the person 
named in October, 2018.  

All applications for forestry licences are examined by my Department to ensure that full 
information is provided.  Upon initial examination, it was found that insufficient clarity on the 
layout of the road was provided in the application.  The applicant and their registered forester 
were asked to provide further information, which would enable the Department to make a com-
plete assessment of the application. This information was only received on 3 February, 2020.

On receipt of the required information, the application was returned to my Department’s 
Archaeologist and a report from that unit has been provided.  The road and tree felling applica-
tions will now be fully assessed by the forestry inspectorate to ensure that they comply with 
regulatory requirements and  decisions will issue in due course to the applicant and the regis-
tered forester.

05/03/2020WREEE00800Basic Payment Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WREEE00900962. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3553/20]

05/03/2020WREEE01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 2019 
Basic Payment Scheme application from the person named was received after the closing date.  

An appeal has been submitted on behalf of the person named by his agricultural advisor.  
Officials from my Department have been in direct contact with the person named.  Further in-
formation has now been requested and, once received, this case will be reviewed.

05/03/2020WREEE01100TAMS Payments

05/03/2020WREEE01200963. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a targeted agricultural modernisation scheme, TAMS, grant for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3554/20]

05/03/2020WREEE01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for approval for grant-aid under the Lower Emissions Slur-
ry Spreading Scheme of TAMS II on 24 October 2019. The application is currently undergoing 
administrative checks and once all checks are complete, processing will be finalised. 

The person named will be informed directly, in writing, of the outcome of their application.

05/03/2020WREEE01400Animal Welfare
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05/03/2020WREEE01500964. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address an animal welfare issue (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3569/20]

05/03/2020WREEE01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following 
reports from the public, the case referred to by the Deputy was investigated by officers of my 
Department.  Despite weather conditions not being ideal, a veterinary examination of the ani-
mals did not disclose concerns regarding their welfare.  

Any further information made available to my Department through the Animal Welfare 
Helpline will, of course, be investigated.

05/03/2020WREEE01700Agriculture Scheme Data

05/03/2020WREEE01800965. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of applicants in each county for the calf investment scheme; the number still wait-
ing for approvals and claim forms; the number and value of claims made in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3600/20]

05/03/2020WREEE01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Calf In-
vestment Scheme (CIS) provides grant-aid to farmers to purchase new equipment for a range 
of investments including calf feeders, computerised calf feeders and milk carts with mixers.  
Applications were accepted by my Department from 7 January to 28 January 2020.   

All applications received under the Scheme have been acknowledged and are currently un-
dergoing administrative checking. 

Deposits/expenditure made on or after the date of submission and acknowledgement of 
an application are considered to be eligible expenditure under the terms and conditions of the 
scheme. Applicants should be aware, however, that there is no certainty that an eligible appli-
cation will be approved, even where a deposit or expenditure has been paid. Therefore, such 
deposits/expenditure made prior to formal approval are at the applicants own risk.   

No approvals or claim forms have issued to date.

05/03/2020WREEE02000Single Payment Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WREEE02100966. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has the required information to proceed with the single farm payment appeal of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3605/20]

05/03/2020WREEE02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a late application for the 2019 Basic Payment Scheme.  Medical evidence in 
support of the person’s appeal has been received and reviewed.  The appeal in this case has been 
accepted, and any payment due will issue shortly.

05/03/2020WREEE02300Basic Payment Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WREEE02400967. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [3635/20]

05/03/2020WREEE02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person in 
question submitted a late application for the 2019 BPS. 

Officials from my Department have been in direct contact with the person named in relation 
to the submission of evidence in support of his appeal in this matter.  Further information has 
now been requested and, once received, this case will be reviewed again.

05/03/2020WREEE02600Agriculture Scheme Appeals

05/03/2020WREEE02700968. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a beef exceptional aid measure scheme appeal for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3673/20]

05/03/2020WREEE02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. 

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure Scheme (BEAM) appeal was received on 2 December 
2019.

The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my 
Department and all relevant documentation have now been forwarded to the the Appeals Office.

I am advised that the appeal is to be assigned to an Appeals Officer shortly and that the Ap-
peals Office will then be in contact with the appellant concerning the appeal.

05/03/2020WREEE02900Agrifood Sector

05/03/2020WREEE03000969. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
latest data on the value of trade with the UK for agrifood products; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3698/20]

05/03/2020WREEE03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The United 
Kingdom (Great Britain & Northern Ireland) is Ireland’s largest trading partner with 37.7% of 
total agrifood sector goods exported to the UK and 46.3% of agrifood goods imported from the 
UK in 2019.

In 2018, total agrifood exports to the UK were €5.6 billion (40.7%), while imports totalled 
€4.5 billion, (45.8%) giving Ireland a trade surplus with the United Kingdom of approximately 
€1.1 billion in agrifood goods. 

Preliminary figures for 2019 indicate that exports to the UK decreased slightly to €5.47 
billion in 2019, while imports from the UK increased to €4.65 billion, giving Ireland a trade 
surplus with the United Kingdom of approximately €820 million. Ireland’s top exports to the 
United Kingdom in 2019 were dairy products and beef, each of which accounted for over €1 
billion in exports to the country.    

The largest imports from the UK in 2019 were cereal and cereal preparations worth €730 
million, dairy products at €607 million and beverages at €437 million.   

The following table provide a full breakdown of trade with the UK during the period 2018 
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& 2019 in respect of both value and volume of goods based on CSO data. The 2019 data is 
provisional with final 2019 data available in mid-March.

Jan-Dec 
2018

Jan-Dec 
2019

Imports 
from 
United 
Kingdom

Imports Imports

Agrifood 
category

€000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes % Total 
value 
imports 
2018

% Total 
value 
imports 
2019

Cereal 
& cereal 
prepara-
tion

702,492 1,057,944 729,935 953,089 16% 22% 16% 21%

Dairy 
Produce

631,579 950,817 607,372 904,854 14% 20% 13% 20%

Bever-
ages

407,390 523,541 437,127 544,219 9% 11% 9% 12%

Coffee, 
Tea, 
Cocoa & 
Spices

323,021 68,536 355,299 79,962 7% 1% 8% 2%

Miscel-
laneous 
Edible 
Products 
& Prepa-
rations

327,911 137,482 334,220 146,567 7% 3% 7% 3%

Animal 
Food-
stuffs

313,183 736,474 280,226 611,409 7% 15% 6% 13%

Fruit & 
Veg-
etables 
Based 
Products

253,970 176,416 260,338 189,671 6% 4% 6% 4%

Live Ani-
mals

180,041 2,987 253,910 3,948 4% 0% 5% 0%

Fruit & 
Vegeta-
bles

198,545 225,890 238,065 213,954 4% 5% 5% 5%

Fish 179,273 50,399 185,482 48,969 4% 1% 4% 1%
Poultry 169,304 48,627 178,043 51,317 4% 1% 4% 1%
Pigmeat 160,705 48,453 158,696 51,583 4% 1% 3% 1%
Sugar, 
Sugar 
Prepara-
tion & 
Honey

146,783 177,638 134,963 145,298 3% 4% 3% 3%

Beef 120,904 61,977 111,733 26,145 3% 1% 2% 1%
Forestry 97,799 338,909 103,576 334,004 2% 7% 2% 7%
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Jan-Dec 
2018

Jan-Dec 
2019

Imports 
from 
United 
Kingdom

Imports Imports

Agrifood 
category

€000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes % Total 
value 
imports 
2018

% Total 
value 
imports 
2019

Crude 
Animal & 
Vegetable 
Material

67,507 33,668 72,784 48,585 2% 1% 2% 1%

Wood 
Based 
Products

50,548 37,591 60,178 48,535 1% 1% 1% 1%

Vegetable 
Oils & 
Fats

51,092 108,589 49,631 78,147 1% 2% 1% 2%

Sheep-
meat

25,994 4,930 32,661 6,373 1% 0% 1% 0%

Oilseeds 
& Ole-
aginous 
Fruit

15,494 37,769 15,751 35,425 0% 1% 0% 1%

Other 
Meat & 
Meat 
Produce

9,911 4,956 14,470 6,395 0% 0% 0% 0%

Egg 12,320 8,987 12,796 10,598 0% 0% 0% 0%
Animal 
Oils & 
Fats

11,988 12,665 10,439 12,947 0% 0% 0% 0%

Flax, 
Wool & 
Animal 
Hair

5,889 1,233 6,738 3,027 0% 0% 0% 0%

Animal 
Skins & 
Furs

541 21 888 209 0% 0% 0% 0%

Cotton 34 8 178 113 0% 0% 0% 0%
Grand 
Total

4,464,216 4,856,508 4,645,498 4,555,344

05/03/2020WREEE03200Animal Welfare

05/03/2020WREEE03300970. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son a decision was taken to withdraw the prosecution of a person (details supplied) on charges 
of animal cruelty in Monaghan District Court in February 2020; if the original charges of the 
case will be published; and the reason they were withdrawn. [3708/20]

05/03/2020WREEE03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The decision 
not to proceed further with the prosecution in the case referred to was taken having regard to the 
full and individual circumstances of this case.  Department officials had worked closely with 
the family of the individual concerned during 2018 and 2019 to bring about a satisfactory reso-
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lution of the animal welfare and related issues on this farm, and this positive and constructive 
engagement led to progressive resolution of the issues.  The final resolution of all welfare and 
related issues was concluded to the full satisfaction of my Department in October 2019 and a 
further inspection in December 2019 confirmed the ongoing satisfactory situation on the farm.

Having reviewed all aspects of the case in consultation with relevant divisions within my 
Department, including legal services and local office management, a decision was taken by 
senior management not to proceed with the prosecution in this case.  Animal welfare cases can 
be complex and difficult, with a range of human as well as animal factors to be considered, and 
I am grateful to all those who contributed to the successful resolution of this case.

It is important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution 
cases to a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there will be instances where the facts of 
a case are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered desirable, appropriate 
or justifiable. Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons. For example, deci-
sions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a result of a changes in 
circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or because of a satisfac-
tory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecution or, where appropri-
ate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds. 

It is entirely a matter for the Department to decide when it is and when it is not appropriate 
to proceed with a prosecution against an individual.  My Department takes its prosecutorial 
functions very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in deciding how best to 
manage prosecutions brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

05/03/2020WREEE03500Animal Welfare Expenditure

05/03/2020WREEE03600971. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he has taken to address the ill treatment and bad husbandry of horses in the Dublin 
region (details supplied). [3731/20]

05/03/2020WREEE03700972. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the funding available in urban areas for horse welfare organisations to help them educate the 
owners of horses in the way in which to look after them and carry out veterinary inspections 
in order to address the ill health and malnourishment of many animals in the areas. [3732/20]

05/03/2020WREEE03800973. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the funding available to local authorities to build and maintain stables for horses being keep in 
urban areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3733/20]

05/03/2020WREEE03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 971 to 973, inclusive, together.

My Department dedicates a substantial level of resources and funding to animal welfare. 
In December 2019, I announced the largest ever allocation of funding from my Department of 
€2.906m to 106 animal welfare organisations, a number of which undertake work with equines.

Regarding the urban horse issue, my Department continues to support a number of urban 
horse projects nationwide, bringing education on all aspects of equine welfare to disadvantaged 
areas. As an example, in the context of breeding, the DSPCA with financial assistance from my 
Department, continues to facilitate castration clinics and education programs in an effort to ad-
dress the problem of over-breeding which can add to welfare issues. 
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Officials from my Department also sit on the Dublin Region Horse Welfare Working Group 
with local authorities and relevant NGOs.  

In 2018 and 2019, my Department also funded an equine welfare course aimed at horse 
owners, in particular those who have involvement with trotting/harness type animals. Four of 
these courses were run including one in Garristown, Co Dublin.  

Under the Control of Horses Act 1996, local authorities may take a range of actions in rela-
tion to equines including prohibiting horses in certain areas, the issuing of licences, the seizure 
of horses in contravention of the Act.  These powers can be used in respect of straying horses 
which includes horses put on land without the owner’s permission, including public land.  The 
local authorities may also prosecute offenders.

The Deputy may be aware that my Department operates a confidential animal welfare 
helpline through which members of the public can report incidents of animal cruelty or neglect 
for investigation. If the Deputy wishes to pass on details of any cases of alleged neglect or 
cruelty that he is aware of, they will be fully investigated by my Department and appropriate 
actions, up to and including prosecution, may be taken. 

The dedicated e-mail address and Helpline in place for reporting suspected cases of animal 
welfare are:  

Helpline Phone No: Call Save - 0761 064408, phone - 01 607 2379.  

Email address -  animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie.

05/03/2020WREEE04200Departmental Staff Data

05/03/2020WREEE04300974. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of ecologists in his Department dealing with forestry felling licences; if additional 
ecologists were redeployed to deal with the backlog of licences; the status of the recruitment of 
new ecologists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3735/20]

05/03/2020WREEE04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The cur-
rent backlog on forestry licensing is due to the development and introduction of new Appropri-
ate Assessment procedures (AAP).  The requirement for the procedures was outside my Depart-
ment’s control and was a result of important Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) 
decisions and their interpretation in national courts and the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).  
The new procedures now in place are robust, but workable within the legislation.  The Depart-
ment has had success at FAC oral hearings on appeals where the licence was granted under the 
new procedures.

There are currently two ecologists dealing with forestry licences. Two new ecology posts 
have been offered and accepted and the new ecologists will join the ecology team on a perma-
nent basis imminently. Furthermore, my Department has published a tender to contract external 
ecological expertise.  The closing date for this tender is 13th March, 2020. My Department 
has already engaged environmental consultants, who continue to work on the backlog of files.  
Four local ecologists are being deployed on contract this week, to provide extra support.

The steps being taken are taking effect with the number of felling  licences issued in Febru-
ary showing a marked improvement on previous months, with a doubling of output in all three 
categories of felling, afforestation and roads. 
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05/03/2020WREEE04500Afforestation Programme

05/03/2020WREEE04600975. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the implementation plan that was to follow the review of approval processes for 
afforestation in Ireland published in November 2019; the details of the engagement with stake-
holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3736/20]

05/03/2020WREEE04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Mr. Jim Mack-
innon, CBE was engaged by my colleague Minister of State, Andrew Doyle, TD in July 2019 
to review the forestry licensing approval process.  Mr. Mackinnon, a former Chief Planner with 
the Scottish Government, had completed a similar report for Scottish Forestry.

The review was informed by, among other things, discussions with a range of stakehold-
ers including the forestry sector, farming organisations, the environmental pillar, State Bod-
ies, Teagasc and the Forestry Appeals Committee. In addition, written submissions were re-
ceived. Mr. Mackinnon presented an interim report to a wide stakeholder group at the Forestry 
Programme Implementation Group (FPIG) meeting on 10 October, 2019, which was chaired 
by Minister Doyle.    

Mr. Mackinnon returned to present the final report to the FPIG on 16 January, 2020 at which 
the Department also presented a draft implementation plan in response to the ‘Ways Forward’ 
recommended. The members of the FPIG were asked to provide their feedback on the draft im-
plementation plan, which has now been received by officials of my Department.  That feedback 
is being considered with a view to reconvening the FPIG to discuss next steps in the process.

05/03/2020WREEE04800Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

05/03/2020WREEE04900976. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
outcome of the most recent discussions at the EU Agriculture Council of Ministers on funding 
for CAP post-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3753/20]

05/03/2020WREEE05000977. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
plans he put forward at recent EU Agriculture Council of Ministers meetings on the need to 
ensure there is no reduction in funding for CAP post-2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3754/20]

05/03/2020WREEE05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 976 and 977 together.

The European Commission has proposed, as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework 
(MFF) 2021 - 2027, an approximate cut of 5% to the CAP budget post-2020.  The proposed cut 
is unacceptable for Ireland, and I have used every opportunity in the course of discussions on 
the CAP post-2020 to call for the budget to be maintained, including through engagement with 
Member State counterparts at the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and with Commissioners 
Hogan and Wojciechowski.

At the 2019 October Agri Fish Council, I joined with sixteen of my colleagues in reiterating 
the call we made in Madrid in mid-2018 for the post-2020 CAP budget to be maintained at cur-
rent levels. I have also availed of every opportunity at Agri-Fish Council meetings to emphasize 
the fundamental importance of protecting the CAP budget, including most recently in January 
2020, when the Council discussed the even higher level of climate change ambition that must 
now be reflected in Member States’ CAP Strategic Plans in light of the new European Green 
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Deal. 

There are differing views among Member States on the appropriate level for the budget, 
with some Member States, including Ireland, indicating their willingness to increase their na-
tional contributions  once they contribute towards areas of added European value, while oth-
ers feel equally strongly that the current proposals would be too costly.

There is still some way to go before agreement can be achieved, and I can assure the Deputy 
that I will continue to ensure that protecting the CAP budget remains a key priority for Ireland 
as the negotiations progress.

Final agreement on the MFF proposals is ultimately a matter for Heads of State and Govern-
ment, and requires unanimity by all Member States at the European Council.

05/03/2020WREEE05300Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

05/03/2020WREEE05400978. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress to date on the proposals put forward by an association (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3755/20]

05/03/2020WREEE05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following a 
meeting between the Department and the Animal Collectors Association earlier this week, there 
has been a restoration of the fallen animal collection service.

The Department is confident that the supports contained in the new Fallen Animal Scheme 
will support the sustainability and viability of the Knackery industry and ensure a continued 
fallen animal collection service to the farming community.

05/03/2020WREEE05600Common Agricultural Policy Reform

05/03/2020WREEE05700979. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
changes to EU payments would have an additional cost to the Exchequer; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3870/20]

05/03/2020WREEE05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Commission has proposed, as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for the pe-
riod 2021-2027, an overall cut of approximately 5% to CAP funding, which is comprised of a 
3.9% cut to Pillar 1 (direct payments) and a 15% cut to Pillar 2 (rural development) funding. I 
have previously stated that this proposal is unacceptable for Ireland, and I have worked close-
ly with Government colleagues, Member State counterparts and Commissioners Hogan and 
Wojciechowski to ensure that the CAP budget is protected for the next programming period.

In the case of Pillar 2 funding, under the current CAP programme, EU co-financing rates 
vary by intervention, but average at 53%. The MFF 2021-2027 proposals include an EU aver-
age co-financing rate of 43%.  If agreed, this new co-financing rate would increase the amount 
of exchequer funding that has to be made available to fully draw down funding.

As already indicated, I have availed of every opportunity as the negotiations have pro-
gressed on the CAP post-2020 to call for the budget to be maintained. This is particularly im-
portant in the context of the increasing environmental demands being made of farmers as the 
level of climate ambition at EU level continues to rise, including on foot of the new European 
Green Deal announced by Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.
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Final agreement on the next MFF is a matter for Heads of State and Government, and re-
quires unanimity by all Member States at the European Council.  The proposed budget must 
also be agreed by the European Parliament.

05/03/2020WRFFF00200Hardship Grant Scheme Eligibility

05/03/2020WRFFF00300980. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the flood relief supports that will be available to farmers along the River Shannon where 
land has been flooded. [3889/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I and my col-
leagues in Government are acutely aware of the hardship being experienced along the Shannon 
river catchment area as a result of flooding. Government is providing a cross-agency response 
to the issue, co-ordinated by the National Emergency Co-ordination Group, under the guidance 
of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

Officials from my Department are active participants in the work of the Group. I have also 
tasked my officials with monitoring the situation in parallel with their ongoing involvement with 
other Departments and State Agencies in the affected areas. In addition, I have asked Teagasc 
to monitor the situation on the ground and I understand that they have established support in 
locally affected areas (Shannon basin) through farm visits where necessary and the availability 
of advisors to support any farmers seeking information or guidance. 

While there has been significant levels of flooding on farmland, the majority of bovine 
animals are still currently housed. The potential for animal welfare to be compromised is a 
key concern. My Department is operating a helpline (Callsave number 0761 064408 or 01-
6072379) to which affected farmers or anyone with a concern regarding the welfare of animals 
can report details.  My officials remain ready to respond to any such reports.

Positive weather last year resulted in significant levels of fodder being saved throughout 
the country and there have been no reports to date of shortages or supply issues in the affected 
areas.  

In terms of support to the agricultural sector, my Department has issued payments of just 
over €1.7 billion in direct support payments to the farming community in respect of their activi-
ties for 2019.

I can assure the Deputy that I, my officials and those Agencies under my remit will continue 
to closely monitor the situation in the weeks ahead and will work with those most impacted by 
this extended wet period.

05/03/2020WRFFF00500Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRFFF00600981. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the advisory support available from his Department and State agencies under his remit with 
respect to contingency planning for business interruptions from Covid-19. [3890/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment continues to monitor the evolving situation and is guided by the public health advice of 
the Chief Medical Officer in the Department of Health and the HSE in relation to Covid-19, 
which is currently in a containment phase in Ireland. 
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As is prudent, the Department is reviewing its business continuity arrangements in light of 
this advice.

I would also draw the Deputy’s attention to the Department of Business Enterprise and In-
novation’s website which contains valuable advice for businesses on preparations they could 
take now, in order to reduce the impact on their business in the event of an outbreak.  This ad-
vice is available at the following link: 

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Business-Continuity-Planning-A-checklist-of-Prepara-
tory-Actions-in-Responding-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak.html# ity-Planning-A-checklist-of-
Preparatory-Actions-in-Responding-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak.html#   

My Department is also, of course, aware of the disruption to global trade which has already 
occurred as a result of COVID-19.  This is a particular concern for our agri-food industry which 
exports the vast majority of its products. Along with our colleagues in the Irish Embassy net-
work, we are monitoring the situation as it develops in our overseas markets and, acknowledg-
ing the very difficult and complex situation, will provide every assistance wherever possible.

As my Department does not report on operational matters of its agencies, I have forwarded 
the Deputy’s question to them and have asked the agencies to respond directly.

05/03/2020WRFFF00800Brexit Negotiations

05/03/2020WRFFF00900982. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the steps being taken to protect agricultural and fishing interests at upcoming Brexit nego-
tiations. [3891/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2019, the 
overall value of Irish food and drink exports was €14.5 billion, which is an increase on the 
€13.7 billion exported in 2018.  The UK remains our largest market, with exports of almost €5.5 
billion in 2019.  Those exports include: 

- Over €1bn worth of dairy products, or over 375,000 tonnes, more than €300m of which 
was cheddar cheese; 

- More than €1bn of beef, or more than 230,000 tonnes, equivalent to 43% of our overall 
beef exports; 

- Almost €1.2bn of Prepared Consumer Foods. 

Therefore, my Department’s primary interest is to secure the best possible outcome from 
the EU-UK negotiations for the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors, given the disproportionate 
exposure of these sectors to the UK market. 

Despite the uncertainties that surround Brexit, the Department is very clear on its ‘asks’ in 
these negotiations, which are: 

- continued free access to the UK market, without tariffs and with minimal additional cus-
toms and administrative procedures; 

- minimisation of the risk from UK trade agreements with third countries; and

- maintenance of existing reciprocal access to fishing waters and resources. 

In the latter respect, we will continue to insist that the negotiations on fisheries are fully 
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integrated with the overall negotiations, and not dealt with in isolation. 

In the longer term, the future relationship negotiations will be particularly important to help 
protect existing market share and to avoid any possible displacement of Irish product. The time-
line for negotiations is challenging, and it is likely that they will be demanding and difficult, as 
Brexit negotiations have been to date.

The Department is working within a whole-of-Government effort, led by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, to ensure the best possible outcome for the agri-food and fisher-
ies sectors. It is also in ongoing consultation with stakeholders to consolidate and improve our 
preparations.

05/03/2020WRFFF01100Live Exports

05/03/2020WRFFF01200983. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the countries to which Ireland has live exports, by sector; the breakdown of cattle exported 
to each country in 2019 and to date in 2020, by sector, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3892/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The live ex-
port information requested by the Deputy is provided in the spreadsheet attached. 

The breakdown per sector is available via the Dept website here:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/animalidentificationmovement/cattle/
bovinebirthandmovementsmonthlyreports/  

LIVE BOVINE EXPORTS  01/01/2019 to 31/12/2019

Country No of Animals
ALBANIA 34
ALGERIA 250
BELGIUM 2943
BULGARIA 72
CZECH REPUBLIC 5151
ENGLAND 3622
FRANCE 7810
GERMANY 13
GREECE 2495
HUNGARY 1367
ITALY 30145
KAZAKHSTAN 1068
KOSOVO (SERBIA) 65
LEBANON 155
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 13122
LITHUANIA 103
LUXEMBOURG 48
MOROCCO 318
NETHERLANDS 84526
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NORTHERN IRELAND 33644
POLAND 6648
PORTUGAL 198
ROMANIA 1082
RWANDA 30
SCOTLAND 512
SLOVAKIA 1885
SPAIN 90828
TUNISIA 747
TURKEY 11309
WALES 1373
Total 301,563

01/01/2020 to 23/02/2020

Country No of Animals
BULGARIA 140
ENGLAND 457
FRANCE 452
GREECE 384
HUNGARY 133
ITALY 1975
KOSOVO (SERBIA) 31
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 1595
NETHERLANDS 8478
NORTHERN IRELAND 6641
POLAND 419
SCOTLAND 109
SPAIN 6612
WALES 188
Total 27,614

05/03/2020WRFFF01400Exports Data

05/03/2020WRFFF01500984. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the countries to which Ireland exported food and drink products in 2018 and 2019; the 
breakdown in volume terms and in value of total exports and as a percentage of total exports, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3893/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, the 
total value of Irish agri-food exports was €13.7 billion. Preliminary figures for 2019 indicate 
that this figure reached €14.5 billion. Along with traditional food and beverages, these figures 
include non-edible products such as forestry, animal foodstuffs and animal hides. 

In 2019, Irish agri-food goods were exported to over 180 countries worldwide.

The table provides a full breakdown of export destinations in 2018 & 2019 in respect of 
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both value and volume of goods based on CSO data. The 2019 export data is provisional with 
final data expected to be available in mid-March. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-09_pq984-5-3-2020_en.xlsx”>Exports</a>]

05/03/2020WRFFF01700Exports Data

05/03/2020WRFFF01800985. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the countries from which Ireland imported food and drink products in 2018 and 2019; the 
breakdown in volume terms and in value of total imports and as a percentage of total imports, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3894/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, €9.8 
billion of agri-food products were imported from some 180 countries worldwide. Preliminary 
figures indicate that this figure reached €10 billion in 2019. Along with traditional food and 
beverage products, these figures include non-edible products such as forestry, animal foodstuffs 
and animal hides.

The table provides a full breakdown of the countries of origin and the value & volume of 
goods for 2018 & 2019 based on CSO data. The 2019 import data is provisional with final data 
expected to be available in mid-March. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-09_pq985-5-3-20_en.xlsx”>Imports</a>]

05/03/2020WRFFF02000State Bodies Funding

05/03/2020WRFFF02100986. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the funding allocated in 2020 to each specific State agency under his aegis by current and 
capital funding, in tabular form. [3895/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are 
twelve state bodies under the aegis of my Department and the information requested by the 
Deputy is set out in the following table.

State Body Current € M Capital € M 
Veterinary Council of Ire-
land

Nil Nil

Teagasc 132.582 10.95
National Milk Agency Nil Nil
Bord Bia 58.129 Nil
Aquaculture Licensing Ap-
peals Board

0.4 Nil

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 15.25 12.1
Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority 

4.35 0.6

Marine Institute 14.423 14
Irish National Stud Nil Nil
Bord na gCon 16.756 0.044
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Horse Racing Ireland 54.1 13.100
Coillte Nil Nil

05/03/2020WRFFF02300Common Agricultural Policy Reform

05/03/2020WRFFF02400987. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the most recent developments on reform of the CAP and progress on agreeing a new pro-
gramme at EU level; and the progress made in attaining unanimous agreement by all member 
states to reverse the proposed budget cuts to the next CAP. [3896/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Since their pub-
lication by the European Commission in June 2018, intensive discussions have taken place on 
the CAP reform proposals. A significant number of Working Group meetings have been held 
under the Austrian, Romanian and Finnish Presidencies, and work is continuing apace under the 
Croatian Presidency. The proposals have also been discussed extensively at the Special Com-
mittee for Agriculture and have been a standing agenda item at every Council of EU Agriculture 
Ministers meeting.

While significant progress has been made, decisions on many key issues have still to be 
agreed. These include the proposed new green architecture, which is aimed at achieving a higher 
level of climate ambition, and the New Delivery Model, which is aimed at measuring Member 
States’ performance in achieving the objectives of the CAP. Before the new proposals can be 
implemented, it will be necessary to reach overall agreement within the Council, and then with 
the European Parliament and Commission.  The new Parliament has yet to reach a position in 
plenary on the proposals. 

Under the MFF draft proposals, the European Commission has proposed that funding for 
the CAP should be set at €365 billion, which equates to a cut of approximately 5%.  I have con-
sistently stated that this is unacceptable for Ireland, and I have worked hard with my European 
counterparts, and with Commissioners Hogan and Wojciechowski, to build consensus around 
the need to maintain a strong CAP budget post-2020. 

There are divergent views among Member States on the appropriate level for the bud-
get.  Some, including Ireland, have indicated their willingness to increase their national contri-
butions, once they contribute towards areas of added European value, while others feel equally 
strongly that the current proposals would be too costly. 

There is still some way to go before agreement can be achieved, but I can assure the Deputy 
that my Department and I will continue to ensure that protecting the CAP budget remains a key 
priority for Ireland in these negotiations.

Agreement on the next MFF is a matter for Heads of State and Government, and requires 
unanimity by all Member States at the European Council.  The proposed budget must also be 
agreed by the European Parliament. 

05/03/2020WRFFF02600Fishing Industry Data

05/03/2020WRFFF02700988. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the EU fixed total allowable catches for all fish species in tonnage in Irish waters, that is, 
the exclusive economic zone of Ireland for 2019 and 2020; and the total allowable catches for 
Irish vessels in tonnage in the same waters for each year. [3897/20]
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05/03/2020WRFFF02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Common Fisheries Policy, Total Allowable Catches (TACs) for stocks to which the Irish fleet 
have access are decided annually based on the scientific advice of the International Council for 
the Exploration of the Seas (ICES).  The TACs for the year are, in turn, based on the ICES area 
divisions and subdivisions, not any particular Exclusive Economic Zones (EZZ).  The majority 
of Irish fishing takes place in ICES areas 6 and 7.

I have attached a table for the Deputy’s information with the TAC and the Irish quota for 
2019 and 2020 for TACs caught partially in the Irish EEZ.  These areas are not exclusive to the 
Irish EEZ as they cover a number of different ICES areas and subareas.  The figures do not in-
clude the valuable inshore fisheries which are not managed by way of a TAC and quota system.

Summary Quota Situation for Irish Fisherman: Irish Quotas agreed at the Council of Minis-
ters, December 2019.  All values in €million.

STOCK AREA 2019 TAC 2019 Quota 2020 TAC 2020 Quota
Cod VIb   74 16 74 16
Cod VIa 1,735 385 1,279 284
Megrims VI 5,782 749 5,901 764
Monkfish VI 11,453 1,145 7,971 797
Haddock VIb XII XIV 10,469 824 10,742 824
Haddock VIa Vb 3,226 528 3,973 650
Whiting VI 1,112 324 937 273
Norway lobster VI 15,092 204 15,899 215
Plaice VI 658 261 658 261
Pollack VI 397 56 238 34
Saithe* VI 11,753 455 7,340 402
Common sole VI 57 46 57 46
Cod VIIa 807 532 257 169
Cod VII b-k 1,610 650 805 461
Megrims VII 18,132 3,001 18,732 3,101
Monkfish VII 32,999 2,501 35,299 2,675
Haddock VII b-k 8,329 1,851 10,859 2,413
Haddock VIIa 3,739 1,619 3,156 1,366
Whiting VIIa 727 419 721 415
Whiting VIIb-k 19,184 5,334 10,863 4,073
Norway lobster VII 19,784 7,296 16,815 6,201
Plaice VIIa 3,075 1,499 2,790 1,442
Plaice VII bc 74 63 74 67
Plaice VII fg 1,662 240 2,003 253
Plaice VII hjk 109 47 67 30
Pollack VII 12,163 929 12,163 929
Saithe VII 3,176 1,492 3,176 1,492
Common sole VIIa 414 74 457 77
Common sole VII bc 42 36 42 36
Common sole VII fg 841 26 1,652 52
Common sole VII hjk 382 171 329 148
Hake VI, VII 79,762 4,400 63,325 3,493
Skates & Rays VI, VIIa-c, & 

e-k
10,184 1,329 10,184 1,329

Tusk* V, VI, VII 4,130 68 1,207 68
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STOCK AREA 2019 TAC 2019 Quota 2020 TAC 2020 Quota
Blue Ling Vb,VI,VII 11,378 33 10,750 31
Blue Ling II, IV 53 4 32 2
Ling VI - IX, X, XII, 

XIV
12,196 898 12,196 898

Greenland 
Halibut

IIa, IV, VI 1,250 14 1,250 14

Spurdog  I, V - VIII, XII, 
XIV

270 53 270 53

Greater silver 
smelt

V, VI, VII 4,661 329 3,729 263

Boarfish VI, VII,VIII 21,830 15,086 19,152 13,235
Herring VIaN 4,170 630 3,480 526
Herring VIaS, VIIbc 1,630 1,482 1,360 1,236
Herring VIIa 6,896 1,795 8,064 2,099
Herring VII ghjk 4,742 4,097 869 750
Blue whiting I - VIII a,b,d,e 

XII,XIV
319,727 37,800 326,484 38,599

Mackerel VI, VII 260,813 55,313 368,031 78,052
Horse mackerel IVb, IVc, and 

VIId 
12,629 376 11,213 334

Horse mackerel IIa,IVa,VI,VIIa-
c,e-k,VIIIabe

117,518 30,306 69,017 17,726

Albacore North Atlantic 29,537 2,854 26,869 2,891

05/03/2020WRFFF02900Aquaculture Data

05/03/2020WRFFF03000989. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount of aquaculture production carried out in 2018 and 2019, by value and tonnage, 
in tabular form. [3898/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara has advised me that the information requested by the Deputy in respect of aqua-
culture production in 2018 and 2019 is as set out in the following table. 

Year  Volume (Tonnes) Value €M
2018 37,564 159.782
2019 38,025 171.918

05/03/2020WRFFF03200Fish Quotas

05/03/2020WRFFF03300990. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the final 2020 Irish quotas in tonnage and value for each fishing species agreed at the 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council meeting in December 2019; the value of same; the final 
2020 quota agreed for each such species; and the difference between 2019 and 2020 quotas in 
percentage terms, in tabular form. [3899/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The infor-
maton requested by the Deputy is set out in the table setting out the tonnage and value of Irish 
quotas for 2020 and the percentage difference between the 2019 and 2020 quotas.

Summary Quota Situation for Irish Fishermen: Irish Quotas agreed at the Council of Minis-
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ters, December 2019.  All values in €million.

STOCK AREA 2019 
Quota

2020 
Quota

Volume 
change

Value 
2019

Value 
2020

Value 
change

Cod VIb   16 16 -3% €0.05 €0.05 2%
Cod VIa 385 284 -26% €1.27 €0.95 -25%
Megrims VI 749 764 2% €2.78 €2.88 4%
Monkfish VI 1,145 797 -30% €5.56 €3.93 -29%
Haddock VIb XII XIV 824 824 0% €1.69 €1.71 1%
Haddock VIa Vb 528 650 23% €1.08 €1.35 25%
Whiting VI 324 273 -16% €0.47 €0.40 -14%
Norway 
lobster

VI 204 215 5% €1.73 €1.85 7%

Plaice VI 261 261 0% €0.51 €0.52 1%
Pollack VI 56 34 -39% €0.14 €0.09 -38%
Saithe* VI 455 402 -12% €0.71 €0.64 -10%
Common 
sole

VI 46 46 0% €0.42 €0.43 1%

Sub Total 
(Area VI)

4,992 4,566 -9% €16.42 €14.80 -9.9%

Cod VIIa 532 169 -68% €1.75 €0.57 -68%
Cod VII b-k 650 461 -29% €2.14 €1.54 -28%
Megrims VII 3,001 3,101 3% €11.13 €11.67 5%
Monkfish VII 2,501 2,675 7% €12.14 €13.17 9%
Haddock VII b-k 1,851 2,413 30% €3.79 €5.01 32%
Haddock VIIa 1,619 1,366 -16% €3.31 €2.84 -14%
Whiting VIIa 419 415 -1% €0.61 €0.61 1%
Whiting VIIb-k 5,334 4,073 -24% €7.75 €6.01 -22%
Norway 
lobster

VII 7,296 6,201 -15% €62.02 €53.50 -14%

Plaice VIIa 1,499 1,442 -4% €2.94 €2.88 -2%
Plaice VII bc 63 67 6% €0.12 €0.13 7%
Plaice VII fg 240 253 5% €0.47 €0.50 7%
Plaice VII hjk 47 30 -36% €0.09 €0.06 -35%
Pollack VII 929 929 0% €2.34 €2.38 2%
Saithe VII 1,492 1,492 0% €2.34 €2.38 1%
Common 
sole

VIIa 74 77 4% €0.68 €0.72 6%

Common 
sole

VII bc 36 36 1% €0.33 €0.33 1%

Common 
sole

VII fg 26 52 100% €0.24 €0.49 103%

Common 
sole

VII hjk 171 148 -13% €1.57 €1.38 -12%

Hake VI, VII 4,400 3,493 -21% €13.51 €10.88 -19%
Skates & 
Rays

VI, VIIa-c, & 
e-k

1,329 1,329 0% €1.92 €1.95 2%

Sub Total 
(Area 
VII)

33,508 30,222 -10% €131.20 €119.01 -9%

Tusk* V, VI, VII 68 68 0% €0.07 €0.07 1%
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STOCK AREA 2019 
Quota

2020 
Quota

Volume 
change

Value 
2019

Value 
2020

Value 
change

Blue Ling Vb,VI,VII 33 31 -6% €0.04 €0.04 -5%
Blue Ling II, IV 4 2 -50% €0.01 €0.00 -49%
Ling VI - IX, X, XII, 

XIV
898 898 0% €1.71 €1.73 1%

Green-
land 
Halibut

IIa, IV, VI 14 14 0% €0.16 €0.16 2%

Spurdog  I, V - VIII, XII, 
XIV

53 53 0% €0.02 €0.02 1%

Cod I,II 322 322 0% €1.06 €1.08 1%
Sub Total 
(Other 
whitefish)

1,392 1,388 0% €3.06 €3.10 1%

TOTAL 
DEMER-
SAL

39,893 36,176 -9% €150.68 €136.91 -9%

Stock AREA 2019 
Quota

2020 
Quota

0 Value 
2019

Value 
2020

0

Greater 
silver 
smelt

III, IV 8 8 0% €0.01 €0.01 1%

Greater 
silver 
smelt

V, VI, VII 329 263 -20% €0.22 €0.18 -19%

Boarfish VI, VII,VIII 15,086 13,235 -12% €3.02 €2.68 -11%
Herring VIaN 630 526 -17% €0.27 €0.23 -15%
Herring VIaS, VIIbc 1,482 1,236 -17% €0.63 €0.53 -15%
Herring VIIa 1,795 2,099 17% €0.76 €0.91 19%
Herring VII ghjk 4,097 750 -82% €1.74 €0.32 -81%
Blue 
whiting

I - VIII a,b,d,e 
XII,XIV

37,800 38,599 2% €6.43 €6.66 4%

Mackerel VI, VII 55,313 78,052 41% €71.91 €101.47 41%
Horse 
mackerel

IVb, IVc, and 
VIId 

376 334 -11% €0.32 €0.29 -10%

Horse 
mackerel

IIa,IVa,VI,VIIa-
c,e-k,VIIIabe

30,306 17,726 -42% €25.76 €15.29 -41%

Herring I, II 3,399 3,035 -11% €1.44 €1.31 -9%
Albacore North Atlantic 2,854 2,891 1% €8.73 €8.98 3%

TOTAL 
PELAG-
IC

153,475 158,754 3% €121.23 €138.85 15%

TOTAL 
ALL 
STOCKS 
(Ex Deep-
water)

193,368 194,930 1% €271.92 €275.77 1%

05/03/2020WRFFF03500Rural Development Programme Data
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05/03/2020WRFFF03600991. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the financial allocations on an annual basis under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 for schemes (details supplied); the annual amount expended on the listed schemes in 
each year since established up to 31 December 2019; the number of active participants in each 
scheme; and the number of approved applicants that subsequently withdrew from each scheme, 
in tabular form. [3900/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out as follows:  

Table 1 – Allocations and Expenditure under certain RDP Schemes    

    Knowl-
edge    
Transfer    
Scheme   
€000   

   GLAS   
€000   

   Beef 
Data    and    
Genom-
ics Pro-
gramme   
€000   

   TAMS II   
€000   

   Sheep    
Welfare 
Scheme   
€000   

   Hen Har-
rier    Pro-
gramme   
€000   

Allocation   
2015

0 20,000 35,000 0 0 0

Expendi-
ture   2015

0 11,453 34,692 0 0 0

Allocation   
2016

0 139,500 52,000 28,000 0 0

Expendi-
ture   2016

0 102,615 61,800 3,971 0 0

Allocation   
2017

22,821 228,500 49,000 49,832 17,000 2,940

Expendi-
ture   2017

13,784 195,583 47,137 31,256 15,851 717,000

Allocation   
2018

23,000 226,000 49,500 69,943 20,000 3,500

Expendi-
ture   2018

21,665 231,978 47,451 66,751 17,650 1,154

Allocation   
2019

25,000 203,000 46,500 70,000 18,000 3,115

Provisional 
Expendi-
ture   2019

22,167 213,799 43,403 76,519 17,382 3,523

None of the schemes in question were operational in 2014.  As a result, there was neither 
a budget allocation nor expenditure for the schemes in question during that year.  

 Table 2 – No. of participants and withdrawals

 Knowedge    
Transfer    
Scheme   

   
GLAS   

Beef Data 
and    Ge-
nomics 
Programme   

TAMS II   Sheep Welfare    
Scheme   

Hen Harrier 
Programme   
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Number 
of active   
partici-
pants

18,204 48,619 24,010 11,694 18,502 1,524

Number of   
applicants 
that have 
withdrawn

1,498 2,526 7,789* 838 1,507 1

 * Data includes participants excluded from the scheme because of issues relating to non-
completion of training and Carbon Navigator requirements 

05/03/2020WRFFF03800Rural Development Programme Funding

05/03/2020WRFFF03900992. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the expenditure incurred in each of the years 2014 to 2018, inclusive, and up to 31 De-
cember 2019 for each measure (details supplied) under the Rural Development Programme 
2014–2020, in tabular form; the original budget allocations made for each year in the 2014 to 
2020 period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3901/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out as follows.  

Table 1. DAFM Expenditure by Measure Level 2014 - 2019

 Expenditure 
2014

Expenditure 
2015

Expenditure 
2016

Expenditure 
2017

Expenditure 
2018 

Provisional 
Expenditure 
2019

Measure 1 - 
Knowledge 
transfer and   
information ac-
tions

48,881 9,667 8,668,524 19,531,480 29,136,302 22,576,830

Measure 2 - Ad-
visory services, 
farm   manage-
ment and farm 
relief services

0 0 288,053 643,996 283,657 316,395

Measure 4 - 
Investments in 
physical assets

4,616,074 14,774,478 10,094,541 32,258,179 67,528,093 76,566,334

Measure 7 - Ba-
sic services and 
village   renewal 
in rural areas

0 0 725,488 752,358 835,685 1,135,850

Measure 10 
- Agri-environ-
ment-climate

170,820,857 132,805,931 183,601,526 251,501,887 278,113,018 256,927,840

Measure 11 - 
Organic farming

0 1,844,024 5,145,977 6,530,788 9,811,311 9,225,500

M12 Natura 
2000 and Water 
Framework   
Directive pay-
ments

25,729,388 11,550,542 4,380,542 2,084,117 795,113 111,089
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 Expenditure 
2014

Expenditure 
2015

Expenditure 
2016

Expenditure 
2017

Expenditure 
2018 

Provisional 
Expenditure 
2019

Measure 13 - 
Payments to 
areas facing   
natural or other 
specific con-
straints

195,655,247 206,525,119 206,470,513 205,303,634 228,616,740 248,539,151

Measure 14 – 
Animal Welfare 
Scheme

0 0 0 15,850,949 17,649,626 17,381,712

Measure 16 - 
Co-operation 

0 79,717 333,717 1,331,405 3,536,248 1,992,738

Measure 19 
- Support for 
LEADER local   
development 

      

Measure 20 
- Technical As-
sistance

0 65,182 902,151 1,383,207 1,361,368 1,356,309

M97 Early 
Retirement

0 0 4,248,250 2,430,121 808,357 173,707

Table 1 does not include information for Measure 19 - Support for LEADER local develop-
ment as this is not operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.

Table 2. Financial Allocations for RDP 2014 – 2020 by Measure.

 Total Allocation 2014 - 2020
Measure 1 - Knowledge transfer and information 
actions

125,800,000

Measure 2 - Advisory services, farm management 
and farm relief services

8,300,000

Measure 4 - Investments in physical assets 425,000,000
Measure 7 - Basic services and village renewal in 
rural areas

6,000,000

Measure 10 - Agri-environment-climate 1,531,005,630
Measure 11 - Organic farming 56,000,000
M12 Natura 2000 and Water Framework Directive 
payments

73,250,000

Measure 13 - Payments to areas facing natural or 
other specific constraints

1,370,000,000

Measure 14 – Animal Welfare Scheme 100,000,000
Measure 16 - Co-operation 62,000,000
Measure 19 - Support for LEADER local develop-
ment

250,000,000

Measure 20 - Technical Assistance 8,145,000
M97 Early Retirement 9,207,547

While the RDP Regulation provides for a structure according to measures and sub-mea-
sures, the annual breakdown is made at aggregate kevel and is not formally subdivided down to 
measure/sub-measure level or scheme level. Essentially, any unspent EAFRD funds in a year 
are carried forward to subsequent years. 

The Deputy should be aware that while the majority of the RDP budget will be spent by 
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the end of 2020, expenditure on some schemes will involve carry-over into 2021.  Under EU 
regulations governing the RDP, funds for multi-annual commitments entered into by the end of 
2020 may be claimed up to the end of 2023.

05/03/2020WRFFF04100Rural Development Programme Funding

05/03/2020WRFFF04200993. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the individual allocation to each respective rural development programme scheme in 2020. 
[3903/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy in respect of the allocations for the RDP schemes in 2020 is 
provided as follows. 

 Allocation 2020 €  
Beef Data and Genomics Programme 44,500,000
Rural Environment Protection Scheme 47,015
Agri-Environment Option Scheme 224,000
Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment 
Scheme

202,716,000

Knowledge Transfer Scheme 5,000,000
Locally-led Environmental Schemes 14,285,000
Organic Farming Schemes 11,975,000
Early Retirement 220,000
Targeted Agricultural Modernisation 
Scheme 

82,550,700

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme 250,000,000
Collaborative Farming 400,000
Technical Assistance 1,452,700
Targeted Animal Health Advisory Services 900,000
Animal Welfare scheme for Sheep 18,000,000
Traditional Farm Building Scheme 1,250,000
Food Producer Scheme 2,156,000
Continuous Professional Development 0
European Innovation Programme 949,075
Beef Producer Organisation 75,000

05/03/2020WRFFF04400Energy Schemes

05/03/2020WRFFF04500994. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to reintroduce the deep retrofit grant scheme for homeowners; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2568/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to in-
vestigate the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The scheme was closed 
for new applications in July 2019 in line with the published Application Guidelines. Successful 
projects that were not completed in 2019 will be funded this year.
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A range of other grants for energy efficiency upgrades continue to be available from the 
SEAI. The Budget 2020 allocation of €146 million (capital and current) is the highest ever 
budget for these schemes. More information is available from https://www.seai.ie/grants/. A 
record level of funding (€45 million) for retrofitting social housing is also being made available 
to Local Authorities by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. This in-
vestment is an important step towards realising the Government’s Climate Action Plan targets. 

The Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing grant schemes 
to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money. The Plan also 
sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achievement of this tar-
get will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3.7 billion as well as the range 
of measures identified in the Plan.

To deliver our Climate Action Plan target, a Retrofit Taskforce has been established which 
will develop a new retrofitting delivery model. Our plan will:

- Group homes in the same area together to drive down cost

- Start with social homes owned by the local authorities, but will embrace privately owned 
homes in the wider community

- Develop smart finance options (e.g. loan guarantee models)

- Introduce easy pay back models (e.g. through your utility bill)

Budget 2020 provided €20 million to commence this process, starting with groups of social 
homes in the Midlands to be upgraded at the same time. Private homeowners will be encour-
aged to participate through the provision of SEAI grants. 

The selection of the Midlands to start rolling out this plan is ideal because of the structural 
changes occurring there. 

05/03/2020WRFFF04700Broadband Service Provision

05/03/2020WRFFF04800995. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding fibre broadband provision at a location (details supplied) in 
County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2596/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Deputy’s Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on 
the NBP High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November 
last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will 
have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The NBP network will offer 
users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from the 
outset.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, including County Wexford, will be connected 
to high speed broadband this year, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to 
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high speed broadband. 12 BCPs are planned for deployment in Wexford. The planned BCP lo-
cations are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website 
www.dccae.gov.ie. It should be noted that some BCP locations may be subject to change. 

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits. 

All BCPs will have a free public Wi-Fi connection, some will also have hot-desks, and some 
will be digital hub business centres where digital training, business information events and 
other SME supports are organised.

By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. 

05/03/2020WRFFF05000Waste Disposal Charges

05/03/2020WRFFF05100996. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the provision of an annual support towards the cost of bin charges for 
homes in which a family member uses incontinence pads; when details of the scheme will be 
announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2645/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has been examining this issue in detail and has engaged with relevant 
stakeholders, including representative organisations and the HSE, in an effort to see how best to 
provide a financial support to persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal 
of medical incontinence wear. However, there are complex issues at play in this area, which are 
understandable given the sensitive nature of the medical data in question.

Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage household-
ers to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop 
various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per ki-
logramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced. A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to 
homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price 
stability. Results from the PMG are available on my Department’s website.

05/03/2020WRFFF05300Postal Codes

05/03/2020WRFFF05400997. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of an Eircode for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2721/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings. An Post GeoDirectory issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
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quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
with their licence agreement.

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that 
address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced businesses for their use. 

Eircode have advised my officials that the individuals concerned address (details supplied) 
has been assigned an Eircode and is now published on the Eircode Finder website. Eircode have 
also advised my officials that a member of their customer service team has been in contact with 
the individuals concerned and that a notification letter has been issued with the Eircode. 

Eircode have informed my Department that 102,700 property addresses have been assigned 
an Eircode since the launch in 2015. 

05/03/2020WRFFF05600Electric Vehicle Grants

05/03/2020WRFFF05700998. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the grants available for electric cars in view the fact that some models are ex-
cluded from the SEAI grant; the reason for same in further view of the fact that persons are be-
ing encouraged to reduce their carbon footprint; and his plans to address the matter. [2727/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Currently, there are a generous range of supports available to support the purchase 
of electric vehicles and related charging infrastructure. The priority of the Government, at this 
time, is to target supports where they can have the most effect in aiding Ireland’s transition to a 
low carbon economy.

As such, in order to qualify for the current electric vehicle purchase grant, an electric ve-
hicle must be classified as M1 (passenger vehicle) or N1 (light commercial vehicle) and meet 
certain requirements including criteria relating to range and tailpipe emissions. These criteria 
would encompass quite a wide range of electric vehicles that the average consumer might seek 
to purchase with up to 45 unique models eligible.

The supports available include a purchase grant of up to €5,000 for new electric vehicles 
as well as Vehicle Registration Tax relief of up to €5,000 for battery electric vehicles and up to 
€2,500 for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. In addition, further grants are available to support 
the purchase of electric vehicles in the taxi/hackney/limousine sector. There are also supports 
for electric vehicle charging points.

My Department keeps the support levels for electric vehicles under constant review; look-
ing at market data as well as international experience to seek to ensure that the support budget 
can make the most impact for Ireland and Irish consumers.

05/03/2020WRFFF05900Electric Vehicle Grants

05/03/2020WRFFF06000999. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a response will issue to correspondence (details supplied) regarding a proposal 
for changes to the electric car grant schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2764/20]

05/03/2020WRFFF06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): Currently, there are a generous range of supports available to support the purchase 
of electric vehicles and related charging infrastructure. The priority of the Government, at this 
time, is to target supports where they can have the most effect in aiding Ireland’s transition to a 
low carbon economy.

With regards to the electric vehicle purchase grant the objective of the policy is to increase 
the number of electric vehicles on Ireland’s roads as quickly and as efficiently as possible. As 
such, it is envisioned that the grant being provided for the vehicle, as opposed to just the battery, 
will increase initial purchases but also support the development of a second hand market for 
electric vehicles; an important consideration in terms of meeting demand but also in sustaining 
and continuing to promote electric vehicle prevalence in the Irish market. It is important in this 
regard for consumers to know that the market practices of buying and selling an electric vehicle 
are similar to those that are in place for vehicles which are non electric. 

In line with EU and international ambition, the Government will continue to promote this 
important technological shift for our transport sector and one of the key ways to do this is for 
consumers to see, in their everyday lives, as many electric vehicles as possible. 

My Department is not aware of large scale scrapping of electric vehicles early in the period 
of their useful life. While there are differences in electric vehicle life cycles I am confident that 
as Ireland and the EU continue to grow the market we will see electric vehicles have increasing 
useful life periods.

Developing and increasing the number of electric vehicles on the road is a key priority for 
this government and in promoting this policy the Government is also committed to monitoring 
the electric vehicle market as it matures so as to continue to support those schemes which have 
the most impact in meeting our objectives. 

05/03/2020WRGGG00200Warmer Homes Scheme

05/03/2020WRGGG003001000. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the warmer home scheme is taking up to 18 months to have applica-
tions processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2854/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range 
of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy 
poverty, who meet the defined eligibility criteria.

In 2019, €39.8 million was allocated to the Scheme with over 3,000 homes upgraded. Bud-
get 2020 announced an allocation for the scheme in 2020 of €52.8 million. This represents the 
biggest ever budget for the Warmer Homes Scheme.

Notwithstanding this increased budget for the scheme, the current very high level of demand 
directly impacts waiting times, with the duration between applying for the scheme and having 
works carried out currently averaging at 18 months. Applications for the scheme are processed 
on a first come first served basis. The Climate Action Plan includes a commitment to review 
ways to improve how current energy poverty schemes target those most in need, including how 
to reduce waiting times. This review is nearing completion.

05/03/2020WRGGG00500Illegal Dumping
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05/03/2020WRGGG006001001. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the measures being taken to assist county councils to deal with incidents of illegal 
dumping and fly tipping; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2882/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 30 December 2019 I announced that my Department will prepare a radical new 
waste strategy which will focus on tackling waste, including taking further measures to crack 
down on illegal dumping.

The new waste strategy will build on a lot of work which is already underway. My Depart-
ment has introduced a range of measures to target illegal dumping and strengthen waste en-
forcement generally. These include:

- The provision of an annual waste enforcement grant of €7.4 million to support the recruit-
ment and retention of 150 local authority waste enforcement personnel across the country; 

- The establishment of Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities to support and co-
ordinate local authority action at a cost of €1 million per annum; 

- The establishment of a National Waste Enforcement Steering Committee, which facilitates 
the deployment of co-ordinated multi-agency responses to illegal waste activity across the re-
gions.

In addition, my Department has developed the Anti-Dumping Initiative to encourage lo-
cal authorities to work in partnership with community organisations to identify high-risk or 
problem areas, develop appropriate enforcement responses and carry out necessary clean-up 
operations. Since 2017, funding of €6.3 million has been made available which has supported 
approximately 700 projects across all 31 local authority areas, remediating blackspots, while 
equipping local authority waste enforcement officers with the latest technologies available to 
tackle this problem. Details of the projects supported per local authority area are available on 
my Department’s website at: https://dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/waste/enforcement/
anti-dumping-initiative/Pages/AntiDumpingInitiative.aspx  

A further €3 million will be allocated to this initiative in 2020 in order to continue to sup-
port communities around the country in their efforts. The criteria for the selection of projects is 
currently being finalised and will be communicated to local authorities shortly.

05/03/2020WRGGG00800Prospecting Licences

05/03/2020WRGGG009001002. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of an application for a licence (details supplied); if his attention has 
been drawn to concerns of the local community; his plans to address same; when a decision is 
likely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2896/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG010001005. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if issues raised in correspondence forwarded to his Department by members of the 
local community in an area (details supplied) will be taken fully into account in the processing 
of a prospecting licence application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2956/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1002 and 1005 together.  

The company in question applied to my Department for a Prospecting Licence for Prospect-
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ing Licence Area (PLA) 1142 in January, 2019. The applicant requests consent to prospect for 
minerals in a number of townlands in County Cavan. The application for a prospecting licence 
is seeking consent to prospect for minerals only. It is not an application to mine, which is a 
totally different activity in terms of its scale and impact and is subject to a number of separate 
statutory consents, including planning permission, an Integrated Pollution Control licence and 
a mining lease or licence, as appropriate. 

Following assessment of the application, the intention to grant the prospecting licence for 
PLA 1142 was published in the Anglo Celt and made available on my Department’s website 
on 4 December, 2019 and invited submissions on the proposed award. The consultation period 
was open for 30 days. 

This prospecting licence application is under consideration by my Department, which is 
assessing the submissions received, including those received from communities. These submis-
sions will be considered as part of the final decision making process concerning this application. 

05/03/2020WRGGG01200Inland Fisheries Ireland

05/03/2020WRGGG013001003. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the progress by Inland Fisheries Ireland on the CARE project; and if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that local groups are of the view that IFI (details sup-
plied) is not making sufficient progress in this matter and that progress can be made soon in this 
project in order to prevent funding returning to the EU if not utilised. [2900/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to question no 1120/20 of 15 January last.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is one of a number of partners in the CARE project referred 
to by the Deputy. In that regard, I had provided a comprehensive update to the Deputy of the 
significant progress made by IFI on those project components relating to fisheries matters for 
which they have responsibility. I am now providing a further update on progress on these com-
ponents made by the IFI team in the six weeks since the last report.

Updates on the significant other work components, within the remit of various Local Au-
thorities and Agencies, should be sought from the bodies concerned or from the lead partner, 
Donegal County Council . The project is funded via the EU INTERREG Programme and mat-
ters relating to EU funding are for the lead partner.

05/03/2020WRGGG01500Broadband Service Provision

05/03/2020WRGGG016001004. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll-out of fibre broadband to the home of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2904/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The government is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, 
farm, business and school in Ireland. It is vital that we ensure the people of rural Ireland have 
the same opportunities as the people in our towns and cities.

The Deputy’s question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the NBP 
High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broad-
band.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed 
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under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November last with 
National Broadband Ireland (NBI). 

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will 
have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The NBP network will offer 
users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from the 
outset.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, including County Cavan, will be connected to 
high speed broadband this year, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to high 
speed broadband. 11 BCPs are planned for deployment in Cavan. The planned BCP locations 
are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website www.
dccae.gov.ie. It should be noted that some BCP locations may be subject to change. 

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits. 

All BCPs will have a free public Wi-Fi connection, some will also have hot-desks, and some 
will be digital hub business centres where digital training, business information events and 
other SME supports are organised. 

By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. 

With regard to the fibre installation close to the premises mentioned in the Question, eir’s 
rural deployment of high speed broadband is a commercial undertaking and not part of the 
planned State Intervention network. It is not funded by the State and is not planned, designed 
or directed by my Department in any capacity. The decision as to what areas and premises are 
served was made by eir internally and on a commercial basis. My Department has no statutory 
authority to intervene in that process.     Question No. 1005 answered with Question No. 1002.

05/03/2020WRGGG01900Solar Energy Guidelines

05/03/2020WRGGG020001006. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the way in which persons and-or not for profit organisations can sell solar 
energy into the national grid that is surplus to their own requirements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2962/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan identifies how Ireland will achieve its 2030 
targets for carbon emissions, and puts us on a trajectory which would be consistent with net 
zero carbon emissions by 2050. A key part of the Plan is a move to 70% renewable electricity 
by 2030.

Action 30 of the Climate Action Plan commits to the delivery of a framework for micro-
generation from renewable technologies including solar photovoltaic (PV), micro-wind, micro-
hydro and micro combined heat and power (CHP) with a view to commencement of a support 
scheme by 2021, at the latest, to ensure that renewables self-consumers can sell excess electric-
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ity they produce back to the grid, whilst ensuring principles of equity, self-consumption and 
energy efficiency first are incorporated.

The working group for Micro-Generation stakeholders, chaired by my Department, has been 
formed and a detailed work programme is underway. The main steps necessary to facilitate the 
feeding of excess electricity generation into the national grid are detailed in the Working Group 
Terms of Reference, available here  .

The proposed supports mechanisms will be outlined in a public consultation in 2020 and a 
suitable support payment for excess electricity generated on site and exported to the grid will 
be available to all micro-generators by 2021.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq1006-05-03-2020_en.pdf”>Terms of Reference</a>]

05/03/2020WRGGG02200Broadband Service Provision

05/03/2020WRGGG023001007. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason a person (details supplied) cannot avail of broadband in view of the 
fact that broadband is supplied to the person’s area and to other residents on the person’s road. 
[3062/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The government is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, 
farm, business and school in Ireland. It is vital that we ensure the people of rural Ireland have 
the same opportunities as the people in our towns and cities.

The Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the NBP High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.
ie.  The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the 
NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November last with National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI). 

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will 
have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The NBP network will offer 
users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from the 
outset.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, including County Westmeath, will be connect-
ed to high speed broadband this year, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to 
high speed broadband. 12 BCPs are planned for deployment in Westmeath. The planned BCP 
locations are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website 
www.dccae.gov.ie. It should be noted that some BCP locations may be subject to change. 

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits. 

All BCPs will have a free public Wi-Fi connection, some will also have hot-desks, and some 
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will be digital hub business centres where digital training, business information events and 
other SME supports are organised. 

By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. 

With regard to the fibre installation close to the premises mentioned in the Question, eir’s 
rural deployment of high speed broadband is a commercial undertaking and not part of the 
planned State Intervention network. It is not funded by the State and is not planned, designed 
or directed by my Department in any capacity. The decision as to what areas and premises are 
served was made by eir internally and on a commercial basis. My Department has no statutory 
authority to intervene in that process. 

05/03/2020WRGGG02500Cybersecurity Policy

05/03/2020WRGGG026001008. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the budget allocation for the national cyber security centre in each of the years 
2018 to 2020; and the number of staff in the centre as of 28 February 2020. [3192/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The annual budgetary allocation for the National Cyber Security Centre was €3m in 
2018, €4m in 2019 and is €4m for 2020. At the end of February 2020, the NCSC had a team of 
24 people. 

05/03/2020WRGGG02800Electric Vehicles

05/03/2020WRGGG029001009. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to improve the charging infrastructure for electric vehicles nation-
wide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3229/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government is investing, in a sustained way, in electric vehicle charging infra-
structure right across the country. The measures that have been put in place are significantly 
supporting the development of Ireland’s charging network, both public and private. The net-
work will increase very significantly in the years to come and this will alleviate access issues 
and ensure that everyone has good access to a well-developed and modern charging network. 
Already €10 million has been committed from the Climate Action Fund to promote the charg-
ing network and this has leveraged another €10 million investment from ESB. This intervention 
alone will result in: 

- 90 additional high power chargers (150kW chargers), each capable of charging two ve-
hicles 

- 52 additional fast chargers (50kW charger), which may replace existing 22 kW chargers 

- 264 replacement standard chargers (22kW chargers) to more modern technology and with 
each consisting of two charge points.

There are also commitments in the Climate Action Plan to develop more analysis and plan 
ahead accordingly for the period up to 2030 to ensure that Ireland’s electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure can keep pace with expected increases in demand. This work is already underway 
and will be supported by a number of Government Departments.
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The current policy has already identified that home charging should be the most cost-effec-
tive method of charging, followed by on-street public charging and then destination charging. 
Charging while at home accounts for around 80% of electric vehicle charging in Ireland and it is 
best practice, internationally, to promote home charging as the most common and cheapest form 
of charging. Combined with a public charging network, Ireland’s home charging network will 
help sustain and service the growth in electric vehicle numbers. Many elements of charging are 
already being supported by the Government, from generous grants for families and their homes 
to supports for local authorities and public chargers.

The Government’s interventions are also spurring private investment and I expect over the 
coming years that Irish and international companies will very significantly expand their charg-
ing networks nationwide.

05/03/2020WRGGG03100Electricity Grid

05/03/2020WRGGG032001010. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if tenders have been issued or consultants engaged to help facilitate the feeding 
of electricity generation of private residences or commercial premises into the national grid. 
[3255/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets out how Ireland will achieve its 2030 
targets for carbon emissions, and puts us on a trajectory which would be consistent with net 
zero carbon emissions by 2050. A key part of the Plan is a move to 70% renewable electricity 
by 2030.

Action 30 of the Climate Action Plan commits to the delivery of a framework for micro-
generation from renewable technologies with a view to commencement of a support scheme 
by 2021, at the latest, to ensure that people can sell excess electricity they produce back to the 
grid, whilst ensuring principles of equity, self-consumption and energy efficiency first are in-
corporated. 

A Microgeneration Working Group, chaired by my Department, has been established and 
a detailed work programme is underway examining the main steps necessary to facilitate the 
feeding of electricity generation of private residence or commercial premises into the national 
grid. No tenders have been issued or consultants engaged in this regard. 

05/03/2020WRGGG03400RTÉ Staff

05/03/2020WRGGG035001011. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if sanction will be given for an increase for pensioners in the RTÉ superannuation 
pension scheme; the details of requests he has received to sanction such an increase; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3336/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have respon-
sibility for the governance of RTÉ to ensure the company is fully compliant with the Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State bodies and the governance functions included in the legis-
lative and regulatory framework for broadcasting.

The RTÉ Superannuation Scheme is a funded, contributory defined benefit scheme, estab-
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lished under legislation and sponsored by RTÉ. The scheme is managed by a board of trustees 
who have responsibility for overseeing the schemes’ operations, including the investment of the 
schemes’ assets.

The proposal for a 1% pension increase was submitted to this Department seeking Ministe-
rial approval and consent, as required under the governing legislation. The proposed increase 
was proposed and agreed to by RTÉ Trustees and RTÉ Management. 

Section 85 of the RTÉ Superannuation Scheme provides for authorisation of increases from 
time to time; this matter is for determination by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form. 

The proposed pension increase for RTÉ Pensioners was the subject of detailed engagement 
with between my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, NewEra, 
RTÉ and the RTÉ pension scheme trustees. A decision will be communicated to all parties 
shortly.

05/03/2020WRGGG03700Broadband Service Provision

05/03/2020WRGGG038001012. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll-out of fibre broadband at locations (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3419/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government is committed to delivering high speed broadband to every home, 
farm, business and school in Ireland. It is vital that we ensure the people of rural Ireland have 
the same opportunities as the people in our towns and cities.

The question refers to a list of premises provided by a constituent whose own premises, as 
well as all those on the list, are located in the AMBER area on the NBP High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER 
area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led 
Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November last with National Broadband 
Ireland (NBI). 

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first two years and over 90% of premises in the State 
will have access to high speed broadband within the next four years. The NBP network will 
offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 150Mbps from 
the outset.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, including County Cavan, will be connected to 
high speed broadband this year, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to high 
speed broadband. 11 BCPs are planned for deployment in Cavan. The planned BCP locations 
are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s website www.
dccae.gov.ie . It should be noted that some BCP locations may be subject to change. 

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits. 
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All BCPs will have a free public Wi-Fi connection, some will also have hot-desks, and some 
will be digital hub business centres where digital training, business information events and 
other SME supports are organised. 

By the end of next year, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. 

With regard to the fibre installation close to some of the premises mentioned in the Question, 
eir’s rural deployment of high speed broadband is a commercial undertaking and not part of the 
planned State Intervention network. It is not funded by the State and is not planned, designed 
or directed by my Department in any capacity. The decision as to what areas and premises are 
served was made by eir internally and on a commercial basis. My Department has no statutory 
authority to intervene in that process. 

05/03/2020WRGGG04000Energy Schemes Data

05/03/2020WRGGG041001013. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number and average amount of grants drawn down via the better energy homes 
scheme in 2019. [3491/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG042001014. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of households that have benefitted from the warmth and well-being 
pilot scheme; the average cost per home; and his plans to expand the pilot scheme to areas out-
side of Dublin 8, 10, 12, 22 and 24. [3492/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG043001015. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of households that have benefitted from the SEAI deep retrofit pilot 
scheme; and the average cost per home. [3493/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1013 to 1015, inclusive, together.  

The Government’s Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing 
grant schemes to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money. 
The Plan also sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achieve-
ment of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3.7 billion as 
well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.

To deliver our Climate Action Plan target of 500,000 housing upgrades by 2030, we will 
develop a new retrofitting delivery model. Our plan will:

- Group homes in the same area together to drive down cost

- Start with social homes owned by the local authorities, but will embrace privately owned 
homes in the wider community

- Develop smart finance options (e.g. loan guarantee models)

- Introduce easy pay back models (e.g. through your utility bill)

Budget 2020 provided €20 million to commence this process, starting with groups of social 
homes in the Midlands to be upgraded at the same time. Private homeowners will be encour-
aged to participate through the provision of SEAI grants. The selection of the Midlands to start 
rolling out this plan is ideal because of the structural changes occurring there. 
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A cross-Departmental Taskforce that will drive the achievement of the Climate Action Plan 
target has been established. Development of the new model is being informed by the experience 
from existing schemes in Ireland including the Warmth and Wellbeing and Deep Retrofit Pilot 
schemes as well as best practice in other jurisdictions and extensive stakeholder consultation 
and engagement.

Government currently funds a number of grants and support schemes that are helping ho-
meowners and businesses to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. The budget for 
these schemes in 2020 is €146 million (capital and current), which is a record level of funding.

The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides fixed grants covering approximately 30% of the 
cost of works being carried out by a homeowner. Grants are provided for a range of measures 
including attic insulation, wall insulation, heat pumps, heating controls, solar thermal panels 
and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER). Grants range from €300 for attic insulation 
up to €6,000 for external insulation of a detached home. Full details of the amounts available 
towards each measure are available on SEAI’s website: www.seai.ie/grants. In 2019, 18,531 
homes received energy efficiency grants through this scheme with an average grant amount per 
home of €1,238.

The Warmth and Wellbeing pilot scheme is aiming to objectively measure and validate the 
health and wellbeing impacts of improving the living conditions of vulnerable people living in 
energy poverty with chronic respiratory conditions. Since 2016 1,244 homes have received free 
upgrades to their homes, including attic and wall insulation, window and door replacement and 
heating system upgrades where needed. According to SEAI, the average cost per home com-
pleted to date is €22,800. An independent analysis is being carried out by the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, in collaboration with the Health Service Executive.

The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to investigate 
the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The scheme closed for applications 
in July 2019. To date 325 homes have all been upgraded to an A3 Building Energy Rating. 
According to SEAI, the average capital cost of works per home completed to date is €54,047. 
Government funding of 50% of the cost (including project management and consultancy costs) 
was made available (with uplift to 95% of the cost for those at risk of energy poverty). The 
average grant paid was therefore €31,778 per home completed. Initial findings from the pilot 
are available on SEAI’s website: https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/deep-retrofit-
grant/key-findings/  

05/03/2020WRGGG04700Greenhouse Gas Emissions

05/03/2020WRGGG048001016. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the package of measures available to SMEs and other commercial businesses to 
mitigate against greenhouse gas emissions. [3494/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan published in June 2019 sets out, for the first 
time, how Ireland can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and also put 
Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. The enterprise sector 
will play a pivotal role in our ability to meet these targets. The Climate Action Plan establishes 
ambitious targets for the enterprise sector and commits to a range of actions which will reduce 
the sector’s emissions.

A strong carbon price will drive decarbonisation, with the EU Emissions Trading System 
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providing this for the majority of the enterprise sector’s emissions (c. 68%), with carbon tax 
providing a price signal for the sector’s non-ETS emissions. 

Actions and measures in the Climate Action Plan which develop our energy system will 
directly impact the decarbonisation of our enterprise sector, including the target for 70% renew-
able electricity by 2030. These actions will also present new areas of opportunity for industry, 
such as the development of offshore renewables and introduction of new technologies. The plan 
includes a set of actions to ensure our enterprise agencies prioritise decarbonisation as part of 
their strategies. It includes actions to ensure the agencies play a key role in the development of 
sectoral networks in key industry sectors needed to drive the decarbonisation of our society and 
economy. 

A key role is identified in the Climate Action Plan for my Department, with the Sustain-
able Energy Authority of Ireland’s support to drive decarbonisation through measures to enable 
businesses reduce their energy use and emissions. Measures currently in place include: 

- The Excellence in Energy Efficient Design programme; 

- The SME Programme; 

- The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat; 

- A range of supports to companies in the Large Industry Energy Network; 

- The Community Grant Scheme. 

The Climate Action Fund will support initiatives that contribute to the achievement of Ire-
land’s climate and energy targets and a call for expressions of interest from the fund was made 
on 31 December 2019.

05/03/2020WRGGG05000Broadcasting Authority of Ireland

05/03/2020WRGGG051001017. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the review of the BAI children’s commercial communications 
code; if he has received a copy of the review of the effectiveness of the code to date; if there has 
been correspondence with his Department and the BAI on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3573/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Broadcasting Act 2009 provided for the establishment of the Broadcasting Au-
thority of Ireland (BAI) as the independent regulator responsible for the oversight of compli-
ance in relation to broadcast content in the State.

Section 42 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 requires the BAI to draw up, and from time to time 
revise, Broadcasting Codes on the standards and practice to be observed by Broadcasters and to 
provide for related compliance matters. 

The Children’s Commercial Communications Code was developed by the BAI in line with 
Section 42. Under this section, the question of revising a broadcasting code is also a matter for 
the BAI and as such, I, as Minister, have no function in this matter. 

I have not received any correspondence from the BAI in relation to this issue.  
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05/03/2020WRGGG05300Road Projects Status

05/03/2020WRGGG054001018. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the funding for the proposed Narrow Water Bridge between County Louth 
and County Down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2778/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A commitment to 
undertake a review of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge project is included in the Fresh Start 
Agreement with a view to identifying options for its future development. A draft Outline Busi-
ness Case relating to a Bridge at Narrow Water has been developed by the Northern Ireland 
Department for Infrastructure and is being reviewed in advance of consideration by new Min-
isters, North and South.

The draft Business Case considers the Narrow Water Bridge in light of developments with 
respect to the proposed Newry Southern Relief Road since 2016. 

Pending future decisions on the project, there is no specific allocation of funding for a Nar-
row Water Bridge scheme.

05/03/2020WRGGG05600Road Network

05/03/2020WRGGG057001019. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if discus-
sions have taken place within his Department on providing funding for the east-west link road 
and rural roads in general; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2892/20]

05/03/2020WRGGG05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory 
function of local authorities in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 
1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its 
own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

In relation to the East West link, this year I again allocated €100,000 to Cavan County 
Council to enable the Council to continue their work in undertaking an appraisal to assess the 
extent to which the scheme or elements of it can be justified in terms of the Public Spending 
Code and the Common Appraisal Framework.  Preparation of an appraisal is the responsibility 
of the Council. Following the completion of this appraisal work the possible funding of future 
upgrade works would be dependent on a number of matters including the outcome of the ap-
praisal, Government policy and the availability of funding.

Regarding funding for rural roads, the 2020 grant allocations were announced in Janu-
ary and the details are outlined in the regional and local road grant booklet which is available 
in the Dáil Library.

05/03/2020WRHHH00200Rail Network Expansion

05/03/2020WRHHH003001020. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if discus-
sions have taken place within his Department on providing funding for a feasibility study of the 
railway line from Navan to Kingscourt; if not, if this will be considered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2893/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): From my replies to 
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her previous questions on this matter, the Deputy will recall that the priority funding objective 
in relation to mainline rail is the maintenance and renewal of the existing operating network.  
This objective is supported by the significantly enhanced funding now available to support that 
network, as evidenced by the approximate 23% increase in Exchequer funding provided in 
2019 and which has been further increased in 2020.

The Deputy will also recall from previous answers that no funding is provided within Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 for the re-opening of the Kingscourt line nor are there any current plans to 
undertake a feasibility study on the line.

05/03/2020WRHHH00500Roads Maintenance

05/03/2020WRHHH006001021. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if ad-
ditional funding will be provided to Cavan and Monaghan county councils for necessary road 
works due to bad weather and cuts in funding over previous years causing backlogs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2910/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  

I announced the 2020 Regional and Local Road (RLR) allocations earlier this year and 
all grant funding available to my Department has now been allocated. 

In line with established practice, local authorities are advised by my Department that a con-
tingency provision should be reserved from the overall resources available to each authority for 
regional and local roads so as to deal with damage caused by severe weather conditions.

In addition, local authorities may carry out repairs from the RLR grants available to them 
and from their own resources and in this context, it is open to each Council to determine and 
reprioritise its work programme following severe weather events.  

Cavan County Council has received over €15m in regional and local roads allocations for 
2020, an increase of 66% when compared with its 2017 allocations.  Monaghan County Council 
has received over €14m in regional and local roads allocations for 2020, an increase of over 
88% when compared with its 2017 allocations.

05/03/2020WRHHH00800Roads Maintenance Funding

05/03/2020WRHHH009001022. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
availability of emergency funding for roads damaged by recent flooding due to heavy rainfall 
in Gort and Loughrea municipal areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2993/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH010001050. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
availability of emergency funding for roads damaged by recent flooding due to heavy rainfall 
in the Gort and Loughrea municipal areas, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2988/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1022 and 1050 together.
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As the Deputy is aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is 
the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.  

I announced the 2020 Regional and Local Road (RLR) allocations earlier this year and all 
grant funding available to my Department has now been allocated.  Details of the regional and 
local road grant allocations and payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional and 
local road grant booklets which are available in the Oireachtas Library.

In line with established practice, local authorities are advised by my Department that a 
contingency provision should be reserved from the overall resources available to each author-
ity for regional and local roads so as to deal with damage caused by severe weather conditions, 
including flooding. 

In addition, local authorities may carry out repairs from the RLR grants available to them 
and from their own resources and in this context, it is open to each Council to determine and 
reprioritise its work programme following severe weather events.

05/03/2020WRHHH01200Local Improvement Scheme Funding

05/03/2020WRHHH013001023. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will amend section 81 of the Local Government Act 2001 to allow for the use of local improve-
ment scheme funding to carry out maintenance of drainage channels for minor flood alleviation, 
separate to the current provisions which only cater for such works associated with improve-
ments to private roads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3098/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Section 81 of the 
Local Government Act 2001 provides the statutory basis for the Local Improvements Scheme 
(LIS).  Under the Scheme, funding can be provided by the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport to local authorities for the construction and improvement of non-public roads (that 
is roads not taken in charge by local authorities) which meet the criteria set out in the Act.  A 
contribution from the beneficiaries is required in all cases.   

Due to the major cutbacks in roads funding arising from the financial crisis, it was necessary 
for the Department to stop providing dedicated funding to local authorities in respect of LIS 
(2011 was the last year dedicated funding was provided by this Department).  From 2013 to 
2017 local authorities could use a proportion of this Department’s Discretionary Grant funding 
for LIS should they wish to do so.  The reason this approach was taken was that it was consid-
ered that Councils were best placed to decide whether to concentrate the limited grant funding 
available on public roads or to operate a local improvement scheme for non-public roads.

Section 81 of the 2001 Local Government Act also provides that another Minister may make 
a grant to a road authority in relation to non-public roads in accordance with a Scheme made by 
that other Minister.  In September 2017 the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
reintroduced dedicated funding for LIS.  In light of this and the pressing need to direct resources 
into maintaining and renewing public roads, it was decided that the option of allocating a pro-
portion of the Discretionary Grant to LIS would no longer apply from 2018.

Currently my Department has no plans to make any amendments to Section 81 of the Local 
Government Act 2001.  The Deputy should note that section 81 enables me to fund works re-
lated to non-public roads, from the funding I grant to road authorities for road works generally.  
In so far as the question concerns maintenance of drainage in other circumstances, this is the 
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responsibility of the Office of Public Works and I, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
have no function in the matter.

05/03/2020WRHHH01500Aviation Industry

05/03/2020WRHHH016001024. Deputy Frankie Feighan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to address the barriers to the future growth of the aircraft maintenance, repair and over-
haul industry here as identified by the National Civil Aviation Development Forum in 2016; 
his further plans to support the industry to grow into the future (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3171/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the National 
Aviation Policy a new collaborative industry/Government forum known as The National Civil 
Aviation Development Forum (NCADF) was established.  Under this structure an MRO and 
Related Enterprises sub-group was established and the group developed a series of recom-
mended actions aimed at growing MRO capabilities and capacity in Ireland. 

On foot of the recommendations of the NCADF my Department commissioned an inde-
pendent economic evaluation of the aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul sector in Ireland, 
conducted by Indecon Consultants and published in May 2019 - see link to report: (https://as-
sets.gov.ie/19143/0c86a298d6d74956a622146609a691d0.pdf). 

The study was overseen by a steering group comprising officials of my Department, De-
partment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI), Department of Education and Skills 
(DES), Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the Irish Aviation Authority (representing the 
NCADF MRO working group).

The recommendations of the report relate to the enhancement of cost competitiveness, ad-
dressing skills shortages, marketing of Ireland as a location for MRO services, and infrastruc-
ture provision.  It was also agreed that Enterprise Ireland and the IDA would jointly fund a 
report that would determine the need for additional hangarage in Ireland, indicative costs of 
hangarage and State aids in competing markets.

It is understood that work on this further study is underway and it is expected to be com-
pleted end of Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRHHH01800Aviation Policy

05/03/2020WRHHH019001025. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3241/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Aviation 
Authority (IAA) is the competent authority for aviation safety regulation in Ireland, includ-
ing drones.  The safe operation of drones in Ireland is currently regulated by the Irish Aviation 
Authority Small Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) and Rockets Order 2015, S.I. 563 of 2015.  The 
2015 Order prohibits operating of a drone in a negligent or reckless manner so as to endanger 
life or cause damage to the property of others.  In addition the IAA has published guidance ma-
terial to encourage safe and responsible drone operation.

In light of new EU drone Regulations, the IAA is currently reviewing S.I. 563 of 2015. 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/945 and Commission Implementing Regulation 
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(EU) 2019/947 were published to ensure harmonised, safe and secure drone production and use 
across Europe.  These Regulations cover essential requirements to mitigate risks pertaining to 
the safety of the flight, privacy, and protection of personal data, security or the environment, 
arising from the operation of drones.

05/03/2020WRHHH02100Roads Maintenance Funding

05/03/2020WRHHH022001026. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if ad-
ditional funding will be allocated to local authorities for the maintenance of roads affected by 
the recent flooding; if not, the other grants or schemes for roads that can be applied for; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3306/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local 
authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

I announced the 2020 Regional and Local Road (RLR) allocations earlier this year and 
all grant funding available to my Department has now been allocated.  Details of the regional 
and local road grant allocations and payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional 
and local road grant booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.  

In line with established practice, local authorities are advised by my Department that a 
contingency provision should be reserved from the overall resources available to each author-
ity for regional and local roads so as to deal with damage caused by severe weather conditions, 
including flooding. 

In addition, local authorities may carry out repairs from the RLR grants available to them 
and from their own resources and in this context, it is open to each Council to determine and 
reprioritise its work programme following severe weather events.

05/03/2020WRHHH02400Commissioners of Irish Lights

05/03/2020WRHHH025001027. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
person or body responsible for the maintenance of a lighthouse (details supplied) in County 
Cork; if works are planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3881/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I wish to confirm that 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights are responsible for the operation and maintenance of aids 
to navigation and lighthouses in Irish coastal waters.  This includes the lighthouse at Roche’s 
Point, Co. Cork.

I have consulted with the Commissioners of Irish Lights and they have advised that there 
are no works planned for Roches Point Lighthouse other than normal aids to navigation system 
maintenance.

05/03/2020WRHHH02700Bus Services

05/03/2020WRHHH028001028. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
need for a bus shelter in a village (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [2598/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including provision of bus stops 
and bus shelters throughout the State. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

05/03/2020WRHHH03000State Bodies

05/03/2020WRHHH031001029. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of staff employed at a location including in agencies under the aegis of his Department 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2634/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department of 
Transport, Tourism & Sport has no staff employed in Portlaoise, Co. Laois. 

In relation to the State Agencies under the aegis of my Department, I have asked the agen-
cies to provide the Deputy with the information requested.  If you do not have a reply from the 
agencies within ten working days please advise my private office.

05/03/2020WRHHH03300Sports Funding

05/03/2020WRHHH034001030. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
funding will be provided for a special sporting event (details supplied) in County Cork in June 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2670/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The hosting of international sports events, both participative and spectator sports, 
can provide great opportunities to showcase Ireland and drive international visitor numbers and 
associated revenue.  Furthermore, the media coverage of such events helps to put Ireland onto 
travel itineraries as a holiday destination.

Accordingly, I am very supportive of the work of the tourism agencies and the national gov-
erning bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the 
costs and benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number of overseas 
visitors.

In terms of tourism funding, with the exception of capital funding for Greenways projects, 
all monies voted to my Department for tourism are channelled through the two tourism agen-
cies – Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland.  When it comes to providing State financial support 
for specific events, such decisions are a matter for agency decision, based on their assessment 
of a detailed business case and the costs and benefits accruing.

On the matter of the particular event referenced by the Deputy, which is due to take place 
in Cork later this year, I am happy to report that Fáilte Ireland’s Meet in Ireland team, together 
with colleagues in the Cork Convention Bureau, have been working with the event organisers, 
providing relevant advice and practical support.  With specific regard to financial supports, I 
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can also confirm that this event has been approved for Fáilte Ireland funding on the basis of its 
application.

05/03/2020WRHHH03600Cycling Policy

05/03/2020WRHHH037001031. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if addi-
tional measures will be brought forward to prevent cyclists and users of electric scooters from 
using footpaths in view of the danger the activity poses for pedestrians; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2678/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The offence of cy-
cling on the footpath is not explicitly spelled out in law because it is important that members 
of An Garda Síochána be allowed a degree of discretion when it comes to allowing very young 
cyclists stay off the roads as a result of their age and heightened vulnerability.  This discretion 
does not extend, however, to allowing all cyclists free rein to mount and dismount footpaths as 
they please.  As the Deputy may recall, my predecessor as Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, Paschal Donohoe T.D., introduced fixed charge notices for a number of cycling offences, 
including that of cycling without reasonable consideration, in August 2015.  The offence of 
cycling without reasonable consideration was in fact worded in such a way that it would in-
clude those caught cycling on a footpath and my Department does not consider any further 
legislative provision necessary at this time.

While I entirely agree with the Deputy’s view that cycling on the footpath poses a threat to 
public safety, particularly when it comes to the very young, the elderly, and the disabled, I must 
stress that the enforcement of cycling regulations, as with all aspects of Road Traffic law, is a 
matter for An Garda Síochána.

I must further clarify that the use of electric scooters in public places is strictly prohibited in 
Ireland, irrespective of whether the vehicle is driven on a footpath, cycle track, bus lane or open 
road.

05/03/2020WRHHH03900Sports Capital Programme Applications

05/03/2020WRHHH040001032. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of a sports capital application appeal by a club (details supplied) in County Donegal; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2697/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The most recent (2018) round of the Sports Capital Programme attracted a record 
2,337 applications.  Allocations were announced in January, May and November of last year 
with a total of over €56 million awarded to 1,648 different projects.

All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to appeal the Department’s deci-
sion.  In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a total of 122 appeals were sub-
mitted by the December deadline, including an appeal from the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy.  Work on finalising the assessment of these appeals is nearing completion and I expect 
that all relevant clubs will be notified of the outcome in the coming weeks.

05/03/2020WRHHH04200Dublin Bus
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05/03/2020WRHHH043001033. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of bus stops that have bus shelters on the Dublin Bus network; the number of bus shel-
ters removed from the network over the past ten years; his plans to reinstate bus shelters in view 
of the fact they provide older persons and persons with disabilities with a degree of comfort 
during inclement weather; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2704/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including provision of bus stops 
and bus shelters throughout the State.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

05/03/2020WRHHH04500Swimming Pool Programme Status

05/03/2020WRHHH046001034. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
date on which the next Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme scheme will commence: if 
he has reviewed and amended the way in which the programme operates; if he has considered 
census data and projected urban expansion in his review; the amount funded in 2019 and to date 
in 2020 for swimming pools; if a schedule in which payments were granted to in 2019 and to 
date in 2020 will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2706/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP) provides grant aid to 
local authorities towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of ex-
isting pools.  To date 52 pools have been completed and three swimming pool projects (Lucan, 
Buncrana and Edenderry) remain in the LASPP.  €431,720 was drawn down under the LASPP 
subhead in 2019.  This payment was to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council as the final 
payment for Loughlinstown Swimming Pool.  The amount available in the Subhead in 2020 is 
€4.7m.  There were no new allocations from the Programme in 2019. 

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) was launched in 2018.  The aim of the 
fund is to provide Exchequer support for larger sports facility projects including swimming 
pools.  The Government has provided a capital allocation of at least €100m over the period 
2018 to 2027 for the Fund.  On the 10th January Minister Ross and I announced provisional 
allocations totalling €77.4m for 25 projects under Stream 2 (construction) of the LSSIF Fund 
(LSSIF).  On 13th January we announced further provisional allocations of €5m for a further 7 
projects under Stream 1 (design) of the LSSIF.  A number of swimming pool projects have been 
awarded funding and full details of all allocations are available on the Department’s website.

05/03/2020WRHHH04800Tender Process

05/03/2020WRHHH049001035. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of contracts for service issued by Fáilte Ireland by way of tender competition that were 
awarded but subsequently withdrawn in each of the years 2015 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [2707/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH050001036. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
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all contractors engaged by Fáilte Ireland in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020 
were fully compliant with the Companies Act 2014 in respect of correctly filed annual financial 
accounts and tax compliant certificates; if Fáilte Ireland identified issues with contractors it 
engaged in those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2708/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1035 and 1036 together.

The matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I 
have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond directly to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/03/2020WRHHH05300Driver Test Centres

05/03/2020WRHHH054001037. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to reintroduce artic testing (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2731/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The location of sites 
for the carrying out of driving tests for articulated trucks is a matter for the Road Safety Author-
ity.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

05/03/2020WRHHH05600Road Projects Status

05/03/2020WRHHH057001038. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
progress has been made in respect of draft appraisal for the proposed Julianstown bypass sub-
mitted by Meath County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2762/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  

As previously indicated the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the recession 
meant that grant funding for road improvement schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 because 
expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately 
maintain the regional and local road network. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) does provide for the gradual build up in funding for 
the road network but funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate maintenance and 
renewal of regional and local roads.  For this reason the primary focus for capital investment at 
present is the maintenance and renewal of the network and implementation of the 12 regional 
and local road projects identified for development, subject to necessary approvals, in the NDP.

Some limited provision is being made in the capital budget for the appraisal of a pipeline of 
upgrade projects.  This is intended to cover the appraisal of projects for future development, if 
possible.   

The Department is continuing to liaise with Meath County Council in relation to the further 
analysis required to underpin the assessment and costing of various options for managing traf-
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fic in the Julianstown area and in this context the Department met with the Council this week.

As also explained previously the project assessment process can be expected to take time 
and all proposed projects must now comply with the revised Public Spending Code published in 
December 2019.  

Meath County Council has confirmed that it is committed to implementing traffic manage-
ment measures in the vicinity of Julianstown in the shorter term.

05/03/2020WRHHH05900Road Toll Operators

05/03/2020WRHHH060001039. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
most recent cost to the State to buyout the operator of the M1 toll at Gormanstown; the number 
of years left to run in the contract and separately, to buyout the Drogheda interchange ramp 
tolls; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2780/20]

05/03/2020WRHHH06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and man-
agement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  Therefore, matters relating to the day to day 
operations regarding national roads, including toll roads and the establishment of a system of 
tolls, are within the remit of TII.  More specifically, the statutory power to levy tolls, to make 
toll bye-laws and to enter into agreements with private investors are vested in TII under Part V 
of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended).  Agreements between TII and Toll operators are contrac-
tual obligations between both parties.

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ00200Rail Network

05/03/2020WRJJJ003001040. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a report 
(details supplied) will be released; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2798/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ004001071. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the recently received report on the possible extension of the  western rail corridor will be pub-
lished; when a decision will be made on the report; the reason for the delay on same; if he will 
make a decision on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3476/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1040 and 1071 together.

As the Deputies are aware, Project Ireland 2040 committed to conducting an independent 
review toward evaluating a possible extension of the existing Western Rail Corridor northwards 
to Tuam (Phase 2) and/or Claremorris (Phase 3).  Project Ireland 2040 also states that if Gov-
ernment accepts a proposal to extend the route then that extension will be prioritised over the 
lifetime of the National Development Plan.

In line with this commitment, Iarnród Éireann commissioned a financial and economic ap-
praisal of the proposal and in late 2019, submitted a copy of that appraisal to my Department.  
As was signalled publicly at the time of the commissioning of the appraisal, in accordance with 
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the Public Spending Code (PSC) my Department is now reviewing the documentation that has 
been received and is engaging with Iarnród Éireann and the consultants as required.  Again 
as has been stated previously and as indicated in Project Ireland 2040, the matter will then be 
brought to Government for its decision once this reviewing is complete.

05/03/2020WRJJJ00600Driver Licences

05/03/2020WRJJJ007001041. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
in which driver licenceholders separating from a spouse can change the name on their licence 
to their maiden name in circumstances in which the separation has not yet been completed; if 
his attention has been drawn to the legal costs involved in such a procedure; if his attention has 
been further drawn to the difficulties encountered by drivers in this regard; his plans to address 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2822/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): When an applicant 
has obtained a driving licence having presented some level of ID evidence of their married 
name, and then wishes get a licence in a different name, the National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS) needs to link the licence given in the married name to the maiden name.  There is an 
onus on the NDLS to make this link before a renewal can be issued.

The applicant can submit evidence of divorce/separation or dissolution of civil partnership 
or evidence of initiation of same i.e. letter from the customer’s solicitor confirming that a sepa-
ration has been sought or referring to a separation.

Evidence of previous name is also required by way of a Birth or Marriage/Civil Partnership 
certificate which serves to verify the applicant’s previous name which they are now resuming 
the use of. Alternatively, a primary photographic ID document in their previous surname (e.g. a 
passport or Public Service Card) is also acceptable.

There is no fee for making an application to amend personal details unless the person’s driv-
ing licence is also due for renewal or has been lost or stolen, in which case the application fee 
is €55.00 (renewal) or €35.00 (replacement).

I am unaware of difficulties encountered by drivers in this regard.  If the Deputy wishes to 
share the details of the specific case, I will have the matter examined.

05/03/2020WRJJJ00900Public Service Vehicles

05/03/2020WRJJJ010001042. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the reason a registered hackney carrying passengers as a public service vehicle cannot use bus 
lanes particularly in the case of hospital appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2844/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ011001043. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to amend legislation to allow hackneys as a public service vehicle for hire use bus 
lanes in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2845/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1042 and 1043 together.

The starting point for considering access to bus lanes is that they were created - at some 
expense to the public - to provide on-street priority for bus-based public transport. Their goal 
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is to make bus transport faster and more reliable, thereby encouraging more people to switch 
from private cars to public transport.  This will achieve the twin goals of reducing congestion 
and reducing pollution.

In addition to buses, bus lanes may also be used by cyclists who, as vulnerable road users, 
are safer in bus lanes than in general traffic.  The lanes may also, of course, be used by the emer-
gency services.  Finally, after the lanes were originally introduced it was decided to allow taxis 
to use them.  This was a concession based on the fact that taxis are a form of public transport 
available for on-street hire.

Since bus lanes were first introduced, there have been many requests to allow other classes 
of traffic to use the lanes.  These have included requests on behalf of motorcyclists, multi-occu-
pancy vehicles, electric vehicles, hired limousines, hackneys, and animal ambulances, among 
others.  My predecessors and I have always rejected these requests.  Any addition to the catego-
ries of vehicle permitted to use the lanes would inevitably reduce their efficiency for performing 
their original purpose of prioritising bus-based public transport as well as making them less safe 
and available for cyclists.

05/03/2020WRJJJ01400Park and Ride Facilities

05/03/2020WRJJJ015001044. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to create a park and share facility near Gorey, County Wexford or close to the border of counties 
Wexford and Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2849/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and 
overall funding of public transport.  The provision of park and ride facilities in for example 
Gorey, is a matter in the first instance for the local authority or larnród Éireann in the case of 
park and ride at railway stations such as Gorey.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ01700Road Network

05/03/2020WRJJJ018001045. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
status of the N2 will be reviewed with a view to upgrading the route to motorway status; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2883/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the construction or upgrading of 
individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ02000Road Network
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05/03/2020WRJJJ021001046. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be considered for the extension of the M3 motorway to Cavan town and the east west 
link, which are urgently needed in the north-east; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[2884/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In relation to the East 
West link, this year I again allocated €100,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the Council 
to continue their work in undertaking an appraisal to assess the extent to which the scheme 
or elements of it can be justified in terms of the Public Spending Code and the Common Ap-
praisal Framework.  Preparation of an appraisal is the responsibility of the Council.  Following 
the completion of this appraisal work the possible funding of future upgrade works would be 
dependent on a number of matters including the outcome of the appraisal, Government policy 
and the availability of funding.

Regarding the M3, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Once funding arrange-
ments have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015, the planning, design and construction, including the distribution of funding for in-
dividual national roads, is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ02300Tourism Funding

05/03/2020WRJJJ024001047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if grant 
aid is available towards the provision of tourist facilities (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2912/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): With the exception of capital funding for Greenways projects, all monies voted to 
my Department for tourism are channelled through the tourism agencies.  With specific regard 
to grants schemes for tourism facilities, these are operational matters for the board and manage-
ment of Fáilte Ireland.

Regarding the particular matter raised by the Deputy, I can confirm that all accommodation 
projects (including the type of facility referenced by the Deputy) are currently ineligible under 
Fáilte Ireland’s capital grants schemes and that there is there is no other discretionary funding 
available from either my Department or the tourism agencies through which financial assistance 
could be provided.

05/03/2020WRJJJ02600Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

05/03/2020WRJJJ027001048. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the substantial cuts imposed on members of a pension scheme 
(details supplied) in advance of the sale of the stake owned by the State in Aer Lingus; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2944/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Airlines 
(General Employees) Superannuation Scheme (IASS) is currently the subject of on-going legal 
proceedings.  As this matter is sub judice it would not be appropriate for me to comment any 



Questions - Written Answers

504

further on the issue.

05/03/2020WRJJJ02900Football Association of Ireland

05/03/2020WRJJJ030001049. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
recovery guarantees in place in respect of the repayable grant worth a total of €7.63 million 
to the company which owns a stadium (details supplied); if the schedule of repayments on a 
monthly basis that have been agreed with the organisation will be provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2959/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ031001054. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
terms and conditions he attached to the reinstatement and increased funding provided to an or-
ganisation (details supplied) and related parties in 2020; if there are penalty clauses in place for 
late or non-payment of loans provided in respect of the funds; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3147/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1049 and 1054 together.

On 30th January the Government approved an agreement to participate in a joint funding 
package for the Football Association of Ireland (FAI), subject to certain conditions.  The condi-
tions for the reinstatement of funding and the provision of additional funding to the association 
are set out in a Memorandum of Understanding between my Department and the FAI.  The 
Memorandum of Understanding is published on my Department’s website and is available at 
the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c58dee-memorandum-of-understanding-between-minis-
ter-for-transport-tourism-a/

The funding package includes the provision of a grant in the sum of €7.6338 million to the 
company referred to by the Deputy, in recognition of the importance of the continued operation 
of the stadium.  The grant is to be paid in three instalments of €2.5446 million, directly to the 
company, in each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022 and will be recouped from 2024 onwards.

My officials are currently finalising the precise terms for the funding agreement, including 
the terms for recoupment of the grant mentioned by the Deputy.  The terms will be set out in 
relevant legal documents.

I anticipate that the terms for the funding agreement will be finalised shortly.

  Question No. 1050 answered with Question No. 1022.

05/03/2020WRJJJ03400Bus Éireann

05/03/2020WRJJJ035001051. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son a response has not issued from Bus Éireann to a person (details supplied); the reason the 
bus stop cannot be fixed and made safer for passengers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3005/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  I am not involved in the day-to-day operational aspects of public transport 
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such as maintenance.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with 
Bus Éireann, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my Office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ03700Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRJJJ038001052. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the op-
tion of allowing prospective tourists to countries infected with Covid-19 to cancel their holi-
days and receive a refund from their travel agent has been considered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3063/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The EU Package 
Travel Directive 2015/2302 which came into effect on 1 July 2018 sets the legal framework for 
consumer protection as respects package travel and linked travel arrangements.  The provisions 
of the Directive were transposed into Irish legislation through Statutory Instruments numbers 
80 and 105 of 2019.  Among the provisions of the Directive are those that provide for refunds 
to consumers including in the event of “unavoidable and extraordinary circumstances”.

The Commission for Aviation Regulation, which administers the licensing and bonding of 
travel agents and tour operators established in Ireland has published on its website (www.avia-
tionreg.ie) COVID-19 advice to consumers in relation to options for their travel arrangements.  
In summary consumers are advised to keep updated of the latest Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade travel advice and to contact their travel agent/tour operator, airlines, accommodation 
and/or other service providers directly to discuss options.

05/03/2020WRJJJ04000Córas Iompair Éireann

05/03/2020WRJJJ041001053. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the next round of pension increases will be paid to CIÉ group pensioners; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3071/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Issues in relation to 
Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) pension schemes are primarily a matter for the trustees of the 
pension schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.  Therefore, I have referred the question 
to CIÉ for direct reply.  Please advise my Office if you do not receive a response within ten 
working days.

  Question No. 1054 answered with Question No. 1049.

05/03/2020WRJJJ04400Road Projects Status

05/03/2020WRJJJ045001055. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the tim-
escale for the development of a road project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3148/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and con-
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struction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ04700Road Projects Status

05/03/2020WRJJJ048001056. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion as of 28 February 2020 in relation to road schemes (details supplied) in County Mayo; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3154/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): With regard to your 
question concerning National Roads, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have re-
sponsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is 
a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply with regard 
to National Roads.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

Regarding the R312 Bangor to Castlebar, the improvement and maintenance of regional 
and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are funded from the 
Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisa-
tion of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Mayo County Council received an allocation of €500,000 this year under the Specific Im-
provement Grant Programme for the road re-alignment and bridge replacement scheme at Glen-
island on the R312.

05/03/2020WRJJJ05000Rail Network Expansion

05/03/2020WRJJJ051001057. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the electrification of the Maynooth N3 parkway lines; if all level crossings along the 
line will be removed; if so, the alternatives being put in place at each level crossing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3167/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ052001058. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that previous incumbents of his office made com-
mitments that there would be early engagement with residents and communities in relation to 
existing level crossings on the Maynooth line in the event that there were proposals to close 
these level crossings; if such engagement will take place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3168/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1057 and 1058 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
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bility for the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure including the imple-
mentation of the DART Expansion Programme.  The electrification of railway lines, including 
the Maynooth Line, and ancillary works for same are part of that Programme.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility on this matter, I have referred the Deputies’ questions to 
the NTA for a detailed direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRJJJ05500Free Travel Scheme

05/03/2020WRJJJ056001059. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if cor-
respondence (details supplied) will be reviewed; his plans to ensure the free travel pass can be 
accepted on LocalLink bus services in such exceptional cases; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3181/20]

05/03/2020WRJJJ05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my answer to her previous Question on this issue (no. 36058 on 6th September 2019.)

As that reply explains, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for 
policy and overall funding in relation to public transport; it is the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) that has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger transport 
services nationally.  The NTA also has national responsibility for integrated local and rural 
transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) which now operates 
under the Local Link brand.

Noting this, I forwarded the Deputy’s Question to the NTA for direct reply.  The NTA re-
plied to the Deputy on 22nd October 2019 and explained that the issue she raised concerns a 
contractual arrangement between Local Link Cavan Monaghan and the Health Service Execu-
tive (HSE).  The NTA advised the Deputy that it does not have a role to play in terms of the 
management of the particular service, becuase it is a HSE-funded service and not a RTP service.

The Deputy also asked about the Free Travel Scheme, and I would like to advise her that 
issues relating to the Free Travel Scheme are a matter coming under the remit of the Minister 
for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

05/03/2020WRKKK00200Rail Network

05/03/2020WRKKK003001060. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of plans for electrification of the northern rail commuter line to Balbriggan; and if a related 
tendering or design process has been initiated. [3252/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area includ-
ing implementation of the DART Expansion Programme which includes consideration of the 
issues raised by the Deputy.  

As the Deputy may be aware, in May 2019 the NTA and Iarnród Éireann commenced pre-
qualifying in relation to a 10-year procurement framework for a minimum of 300 electric and 
battery-electric units with the potential for that to increase to 600 over the life of the procure-
ment framework.  This proposal forms part of the DART Expansion Programme which will see 
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electrification of the Kildare Line, Maynooth Line and Northern Line and a business case in 
relation to the overall programme will be submitted for Government approval later this year.

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matters raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 days.

05/03/2020WRKKK00500Rail Network Expansion

05/03/2020WRKKK006001061. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
2009 baseline figures were used in the 2015 calculations to estimate the cost-benefit analysis 
figures for extending the Dunboyne rail line to Navan; if they were used to inform the greater 
Dublin transport strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3277/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK007001062. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeline for the review of the Navan rail line and the associated review of the transport strategy 
for the greater Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [3278/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1061 and 1062 together.

As the Deputy is aware the issue of a potential extension of the existing Dunboyne/M3 
Parkway line to Navan was considered by the National Transport Authority (NTA) during its 
development of the statutory Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035.  

The development of the Strategy was informed by extensive research and analysis and the 
Navan Corridor Study is one of 13 background papers and reports published by the NTA and 
available to view on its website - https://www.nationaltransport.ie/background-technical-re-
ports/. I note that the Navan Corridor Study refers to 2011 as being the base year for the pur-
poses of establishing travel demand with 2035 the forecast year. 

While the Strategy stated that based on current population and employment forecasts, the 
level of travel demand between Navan, Dunshaughlin and various stations to the city centre was 
insufficient to justify the development of a high-capacity rail link at that current time, it pro-
posed an enhanced bus service along the corridor and the development of a bus hub in Navan.  
Importantly, the Transport Strategy clearly states that the issue of a rail link to Navan should 
be kept under review and that the corridor previously identified for a Navan rail link should be 
protected from development.

This issue remains under review and will be specifically considered again as part of the 
statutory review of the current Strategy which must be reviewed every 6 years following publi-
cation.  I understand this will commence during 2020. 

05/03/2020WRKKK01000Bus Services

05/03/2020WRKKK011001063. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans, including locations and timelines, for the installation of new bus shelters in Kells and 
Navan, County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3280/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
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planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including provision of bus stops 
and bus shelters throughout the State. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

05/03/2020WRKKK01300Sports Funding

05/03/2020WRKKK014001064. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount committed to an association (details supplied) following recent events in the organisa-
tion; if he is satisfied that this represents good value for the taxpayer; his plans to reform the 
organisation in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3300/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): On 30th January the 
Government approved an agreement to participate in a joint funding package for the association 
mentioned by the Deputy, subject to certain conditions. The agreement involves the restoration 
of Sport Ireland funding to the association of €2.9 million and the allocation of an additional 
€2.9 million for football development for the period 2020 to 2023, to bring the total funding to 
€5.8 million per annum for the period 2020 to 2023. 

The funding package also includes the provision of a grant in the sum of €7.6338 million to 
the company which owns and operates the Aviva Stadium, in recognition of the importance of 
the continued operation of the stadium. The grant is to be paid in three instalments of €2.5446 
million, directly to the company, in each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022 towards the licence 
fee payable to the company. The grant will be recouped from 2024 onwards. 

My officials are currently finalising the precise terms for the funding agreement, which will 
be set out in relevant legal documents.  

The funding package approved by the Government and the conditions that apply to that 
funding are set out in a Memorandum of Understanding between my Department and the as-
sociation. The Memorandum of Understanding is published on my Department’s website and 
is available at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c58dee-memorandum-of-
understanding-between-minister-for-transport-tourism-a/.

This funding will ensure that the people involved in the sport – players, coaches, officials, 
volunteers and supporters – can focus once again on developing their sport, which has a hugely 
positive influence on our communities.

The Memorandum for Government, along with the Report of the Governance Review 
Group published in June 2019, outline a range of reforms relating to corporate governance and 
financial controls which the organisation is required to implement. Some important governance 
reforms have already taken place, most notably the appointment of a new Independent Chair-
man and Independent Directors to the Board of the organisation. In our discussions with the 
new Chairman, Minister of State Brendan Griffin and I have emphasised the need for a culture 
change in the association and to implement structural reforms to safeguard the changes made 
so far. 

05/03/2020WRKKK01600Sport and Recreational Development

05/03/2020WRKKK017001065. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3351/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK018001066. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3352/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK019001069. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on whether there was a clear break of governance in relation to a matter (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3372/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1065, 1066 and 1069 together.

Sport Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, in-
creasing participation at all levels and raising standards. This includes the allocation of fund-
ing across its various programmes and governance oversight of National Governing Bodies of 
Sport. 

I understand that facilitated talks between the two organisations mentioned by the Deputy 
have been taking place. I am informed that Sport Ireland met with representatives of one of the 
organisations on 12 December 2019 and it was agreed that the organisation would contact Sport 
Ireland again following a meeting with its club network on 11 January 2020 to discuss potential 
proposals to advance the talks. I am further informed that Sport Ireland has not received any 
further correspondence from the organisation following that meeting.

I would encourage both parties to continue with the facilitated talks and to work together 
to address the identified issues so that a resolution can be found in the interests of everyone 
involved in the sport. 

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply with any additional 
relevant information on this matter. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 days. 

05/03/2020WRKKK02200Road Projects Status

05/03/2020WRKKK023001067. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the N11 consultation process; the main issues raised; the number of submissions re-
ceived; when the consultation will be closed; if he anticipates significant changes to the project 
as a result of the consultations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3367/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/03/2020WRKKK02500Sport Ireland Remit
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05/03/2020WRKKK026001068. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
Sport Ireland oversees governing bodies and monitors their governance. [3371/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The governance of 
National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) is a matter for the NGBs themselves and Sport 
Ireland as the statutory body with responsibility for governance oversight of NGBs.

All sporting bodies in receipt of public funding must work towards compliance with the 
Governance Code for Sport. The Government’s National Sports Policy 2018-2027 recognises 
the importance of good governance for the effective and efficient running of sport and it in-
cludes an action that Sport Ireland will oversee a process to have all NGBs and Local Sports 
Partnerships (LSPs) adopt the Governance Code by the end of 2021. As part of this process, 
Sport Ireland is identifying and putting in place the training and supports needed by the differ-
ent organisations to assist with the adoption process.  My Department and Sport Ireland have 
underlined that future funding for NGBs and LSPs will be conditional on compliance with the 
Governance Code.

Sport Ireland continues to support NGBs in building the Governance capability in their 
organisations.

  Question No. 1069 answered with Question No. 1065.

05/03/2020WRKKK02900Public Transport

05/03/2020WRKKK030001070. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son for the discontinuation of the social car scheme under the LocalLink programme in County 
Leitrim in view of the lack of public transport in the area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3462/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.

Under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the regulation of the small public service vehicle sector, including exemptions 
for Community Transport Services. It also has national responsibility for integrated local and 
rural transport, including management of Local Link. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days. 

  Question No. 1071 answered with Question No. 1040.

05/03/2020WRKKK03300Tourism Ireland

05/03/2020WRKKK034001072. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the post of chairperson of Tourism Ireland be filled; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3500/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Following the sus-
pension of the Northern Ireland Executive in 2017, the North South Ministerial Council was not 
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able to meet and to exercise its role in appointing board members, chairs and vice-chairs to the 
Boards of the North South Implementation bodies and Tourism Ireland. In December 2019, the 
terms of four Southern Directors of Tourism Ireland, including that of the Chairperson, expired. 
The Executive has subsequently been re-established in Northern Ireland and it is expected that 
this matter will shortly be resolved by the resumption of the NSMC. 

05/03/2020WRKKK03600Rail Services

05/03/2020WRKKK037001073. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of requests made by the European Commission in relation to privatisation of Irish Rail 
under the EU’s fourth railway package; the response provided to such requests; his plans to 
transpose EU Directive 2016/2370 into national law and open up the market for Irish domestic 
rail passenger services and the governance of rail infrastructure here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3674/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The focus of the EU 
4th Railway Package is on the completion of the EU single market for rail services.  The pack-
age contains no measures relating to the privatisation of State-owned railway undertakings and, 
as such, no requests from the European Commission have been received in this regard.  

The Department continues to engage with the Commission regarding the transposition of 
Directive (EU) 2016/2370 into Irish law and every effort is being made to provide for this as 
soon as possible.

05/03/2020WRKKK03900Sports Funding

05/03/2020WRKKK040001074. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of a successful funding application by a local authority (details supplied); if funding has 
been drawn down; the next phase in the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3706/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): On 10th January Minister Ross and I announced provisional allocations totalling 
€77.4m for 25 projects under Stream 2 (construction) of the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure 
Fund (LSSIF). On 13th January we announced further provisional allocations of €5m for a fur-
ther 7 projects under Stream 1 (design) of the LSSIF. A provisional allocation of €837,680 was 
announced for a Regional Sports Campus in Cavan under Stream 1 of the fund. My Department 
wrote to the Council confirming this on the 16th January.

The evaluation procedures and guidelines for the LSSIF provide that once provision alloca-
tions are announced, the successful projects will undergo a further process of due diligence. 
This process includes a further review of projects including economic appraisals and feasibility 
studies as appropriate to comply with the public spending code. This work is underway and the 
Department will continue to liaise with the successful promoters in the weeks ahead to advance 
all proposals.

05/03/2020WRKKK04200Proposed Legislation

05/03/2020WRKKK043001075. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to update the Dublin Carriage Act 1853 in order to introduce a modern licensing system 
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for the hire of horses and cabs in the Dublin area (details supplied). [3734/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The preparation of 
the necessary legislative proposals in regard to the regulation of horse-drawn carriages is a 
complex issue requiring engagement by my Department with several Government Departments 
and local authorities.  

Last December the Government approved to a proposal to repeal the Dublin Carriage Acts 
1853-55 and to draft a General Scheme of a Bill to assert the power of local authorities, includ-
ing Dublin City Council, to regulate and set standards for horse-drawn carriages within their 
respective functional areas.

My Department continues to engage with all relevant stakeholders, including Dublin City 
Council, on the development of a General Scheme of the Bill.

05/03/2020WRKKK04500Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRKKK046001076. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
implications of the Covid-19 outbreak for the transport of goods into and through Italy; the dis-
cussions he has had with his EU counterparts on the implications for the transport sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3872/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy may 
wish to be aware that the website of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade outlines, in 
respect of travel to Italy, notes that “there has been an increase in the number of confirmed cases 
of Coronavirus in Italy. As a result, the Italian government has isolated the towns of Codo-
gno, Castiglione d’Adda, Casalpusterlengo, Fombio, Maleo, Somaglia, Bertonico, Terranova 
dei Passerini, Castelgerundo and San Fiorano (which are in Lombardy) and Vo’ (which is in 
Veneto). In a wider area comprising Lombardy and Veneto, as well as Emilia-Romagna and 
Piedmont, certain public services, tourist attractions, bars, restaurants and/or cultural events etc. 
may be curtailed depending on decisions taken by local authorities.  For the moment, we are 
advising against non-essential travel to the regions of Lombardy, Veneto, Piedmont and Emilia-
Romagna”. The website further notes that “implemented measures may vary depending on the 
region. The website for each region of Italy will have more information, and citizens should 
consult these accordingly”.

Representatives from the Irish Road Haulage Association (IRHA) met officials from my De-
partment on 27 February in the context of Brexit, with the IRHA noting also at that meeting that 
some truck parking/rest areas for HGV drivers in these areas in Northern Italy may be closed, 
meaning drivers might be required to drive to alternative parking areas elsewhere, in order to 
take their required rest or break. This could impact, for example, on drivers’ hours rules, and is 
a matter for the Italian authorities in the first instance. My officials asked that the IRHA keep in 
touch on this matter, should the situation evolve.  

The Department of Health is the lead Government Department in relation to public health 
matters, including Covid-19. Measures to protect public health are decided by the National 
Emergency Public Health Team within the Department of Health, and we follow their advice.  
All queries in relation to public health should therefore be directed to the Department of Health. 
You can find more information from the HSE and the Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
here: HSE and here: Health Protection Surveillance Centre.



Questions - Written Answers

514

05/03/2020WRKKK04800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/03/2020WRKKK049001077. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason a person (details supplied) has been refused a special needs assistant; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2654/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK050001078. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of a special needs assistant for a child (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2737/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1077 and 1078 together.

AIM Level 7 provides additional assistance in the pre-school room where this is critical to 
ensuring a child’s participation in the free ECCE preschool programme. In line with emerging 
best practice to support the integration and independence of children with a disability, AIM 
does not fund Special Needs Assistants (SNAs). Rather, it provides financial support to the 
pre-school provider, which can be used either to reduce the adult to child ratio in the pre-school 
room or to buy in additional assistance to the pre-school room. Accordingly, AIM Level 7 as-
sistance is a shared resource for the pre-school setting.  

AIM level 7 funding is allocated in response to need, reflecting both the needs of the child 
and the needs of the specific pre-school setting that the child attends, and is not allocated on the 
basis of diagnosis. Assessments of a child’s needs in the context of the pre-school setting are 
made by Better Start early years specialists.

In the case to which the Deputy’s question refers, a Better Start early years specialist carried 
out both a telephone review and an observation visit to the setting. It was found that AIM Level 
7 funding was not critical to the child’s meaningful participation in the pre-school setting. In 
this case the ratio of staff to children in the room was deemed sufficient to support the child’s 
needs. AIM Level 4 supports, which involve the provision of expert educational advice and 
mentoring by Better Start to the setting, were recommended to be sufficient in this case.

05/03/2020WRKKK05300Home Tuition Scheme Eligibility

05/03/2020WRKKK054001079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason home tuition is not bring provided for a child (details supplied) in County Cork; the steps 
being taking to ensure they are receiving a proper education; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2759/20]

05/03/2020WRKKK05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to inform 
the Deputy that the provision of home tuition supports is a matter for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills.

Tusla Education Support Service (TESS) has engaged with the child in this case. I have 
asked TESS to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRLLL00200Family Resource Centres

05/03/2020WRLLL003001080. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
upgrade of a family support centre (details supplied) to the designation of family resource cen-
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tre will be supported; the process involved in securing this designation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [2563/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, is responsible for the administration of the Family Resource Centre 
(FRC) Programme.  Tusla has no current plans to expand the FRC Programme in 2020. 

Should a new FRC application process be established, Tusla’s local Area Managers will be 
made aware of the process.  Expressions of interest will be sought from community organisa-
tions. Tusla’s criteria for such a process involves Local Area Commissioning planning in order 
to identify service delivery requirements based on population demographics, presenting and 
projected needs. Service inadequacies and gaps in service provision are also identified through 
Tusla’s Commissioning process. 

There are nine Family Resource Centres in County Cork. Family Resource Centres closest 
to the Carrigaline area include centres based in Carrigtwohill, Ballincollig, Midleton and Cobh. 

Tusla will continue to work with community organisations to meet the needs of vulnerable 
children, families and communities. Tusla is committed to using all available resources for chil-
dren and families in the most efficient, equitable, proportionate and sustainable way. 

During 2019 Tusla National Commissioning Office received a number of requests from 
community based agencies to become members of the Family Resource Centre Programme. 
Tusla did not expand the number of Family Resource Centres during 2019 because funding was 
not provided for that purpose.

An increase of €1.5 million was allocated to the Family Resource Centre Programme in 
2019 to support and develop the existing network of centres. The existing FRCs were allocated 
a 5% increase and an additional 17 FRC based Family Support Workers were recruited; one ad-
ditional worker for each Tusla Local Service Area. Tusla is currently not in a position to expand 
the numbers of Family Resource Centres in 2020. 

The Family Resource Centres nearest to Carrigaline are located in Carrigtwohill, Ballincol-
lig, Middleton and Cobh. Tusla will continue to work with community based family support 
organizations to best meet the needs of vulnerable children, families and communities.   

 Tusla is committed to using all available resources for children and families in the most ef-
ficient, equitable, proportionate and sustainable way. The Tusla Area Commissioning Plan will 
be a key factor underpinning the decision making process. The point of contact for the Cork 
Area Commissioning Plan is the Tusla Local Area Manager in Cork and contact details are set 
out below. 

 Mr Barry Murray, Child and Family Agency,

 Ground Floor, Áras Sláinte,

 Wilton Road, Cork.

 Tel 021-4923503 barry.murray@tusla.ie

05/03/2020WRLLL00500Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

05/03/2020WRLLL006001081. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the need 
for a second ECCE year for a child (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter.  [2609/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has no record of an application for a second preschool year in respect of the child named.

The child’s parents should submit an application for an exemption from ECCE eligibility 
rules to my Department.  The Department will consider such applications having regard  to:

- the child’s age.  The child should not be over 6 years of age during the exemption year (as 
per Educational Welfare Act, 2000), and

- the ECCE allocation taken to date.  If a child had had 2 full years of ECCE they will not 
be eligible for a third year.

An application for an exemption must be supported by a letter of recommendation from a 
medical specialist, not a GP or Public Health Nurse.

Specialists from whom a recommendation will be accepted include:

Speech & Language Therapist; Occupational Therapist; Senior Psychologist; Physiothera-
pist; Paediatrician/developmental; Neurologist; Psychiatrist; Psychotherapist; Cardiologist; 
Oncologist; Ophthalmologist; Otolaryngologist (ENT specialist); Gastroenterologist.

Applications for exemptions from ECCE eligibility can be made to EYqueries@dcya.gov.ie 
or by posting all relevant documentation to the following address:

Early Years Division,

Department of Children and Youth Affairs,

Block 1 - Floor 2, Miesian Plaza, 

50-58 Baggot Street Lower,

Dublin 2, 

D02 XW14.

05/03/2020WRLLL00800National Childcare Scheme

05/03/2020WRLLL009001082. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if ser-
vices in respect of the national childcare scheme and proposed changes to the funding model 
(details supplied) will be affected; if so, if interim emergency funding will be provided in order 
to maintain these vital services; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [2681/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the 
Deputy for his question. I am aware of potential challenges that some School-Age Childcare 
(SAC) services may face as legacy childcare schemes are phased out in favour of the National 
Childcare Scheme. As explained below, the policy intent of the National Childcare Scheme 
(NCS) followed much consideration and aims to better serve children and families in the short, 
medium and long term. A number of mitigations were however also put in place to help services 
in this transitional phase to address these challenges.

The Childcare Support Act, from which the NCS stems, includes a number of policy objec-
tives related to combatting poverty and avoiding poverty traps which were inherent in the old 
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schemes. The NCS provides that children will have access to development or education every 
day for a minimum of three hours, whether it is provided through school or subsidised Early 
Learning and Care (ELC). This is referred to as ‘Standard Hours’, and children are eligible if at 
least one parent or guardian is not in work, education or training.  Where both of a child’s par-
ents or guardians are in work, education or training, or their single parent in lone parent circum-
stances, the child may be eligible for up to eight hours of subsidised ELC per day. This level of 
eligibility is referred to as ‘Enhanced Hours.’ Under Budget 2020, these will increase to four 
hours per day (20 per week) and nine hours per day (45 per week) respectively in September.

Enhanced Hours includes additional ‘wrap-around’ hours on top of time spent in school or 
accessing ECCE; time spent in school or an ECCE service is subtracted from the total. Standard 
Hours do not ‘wrap around’ school hours, however. Children eligible for Standard Hours will 
not be eligible for subsidised hours of care outside of school during term time, given that a par-
ent/guardian is at home and the child will have already received the development or education 
NCS is intended to provide to all children while at school. 

While there is a potential challenge for some School-Age Childcare services currently re-
liant on CCSP for their income, services have a number of options to consider. If a high pro-
portion of their client-base will be eligible for Standard Hours only, they may no longer have 
enough children attending to be viable. Some of the parents may be incentivised to take up a 
training programme or some part-time work in which instance they will have access to 40/45 
hours per week for a younger child or 17/22 hours for a school age child. Some geographical 
areas have a shortage of school-age childcare places. Services in these areas may be able to 
offer a service to new children. The School-Age Childcare Action Plan published in 2017 set 
out a range of actions to develop school-age childcare services. Subsidies available under the 
National Childcare Scheme are expected to create greater demand for these services and hence 
may compensate many services for loss of income from legacy schemes.

In addition, under Budget 2020, the existing “saver” arrangement was extended, to ensure 
that no one loses out in the initial transition to the new Scheme. In this Budget, additional fund-
ing was secured to extend the savers beyond August 2020. This means that persons who are 
registered on the CCS or TEC schemes before they close, and who retain their eligibility, will 
be able to remain on them indefinitely, for example, until they no longer require early learning 
and care or school age childcare.  Officials in my Department have been made aware of some 
confusion on this point in the sector, so it bears emphasis that the ‘savers’ arrangement allows 
children registered for CCSP in November 2019 to continue accessing those subsidies for as 
long as they are eligible. This means that numbers of children accessing CCSP will gradually 
taper off rather than ceasing abruptly, giving services time to adapt. 

A new funding model for all services, and with a specific focus on catering to disadvan-
taged children, is also under development as part of First Five. My Department is currently 
supporting an international Expert Group and will begin a series of consultations with national 
stakeholders later this month. SAC services that experience challenges arising from the phasing 
out of CCSP, and which find that the wider benefits of the National Childcare Scheme have not 
compensated for this, may well be eligible for other funding supports under this new funding 
model when it is launched.

Any SAC services that currently faces challenges – arising from any cause – are encouraged 
to access Case Management support. My Department oversees a Case Management process 
through which local City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) and Pobal work together 
to assess and provide support to services in difficulty.  All services who require support should 
contact their local CCC in the first instance.
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05/03/2020WRLLL01100National Childcare Scheme

05/03/2020WRLLL012001083. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the affordable childcare scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2867/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS), previously known as the Affordable Childcare Scheme, provides 
the first statutory entitlement to financial support for childcare, opened to online applications 
on 20th November 2019. A paper based application process will be available very shortly. The 
Scheme aims to:

- improve outcomes for children,

- reduce poverty,

- facilitate labour activation, and,

- tangibly reduce the cost of childcare for tens of thousands of families.

I am delighted with the very high volume of applications received so far. Over 29,700 ap-
plications, relating to over 38,800 children, have already been successfully submitted and over 
33,600 awards have been communicated to parents. These cover both universal and income 
based subsidies. Parents must bring this award to their childcare provider and once their pro-
vider has registered the details, payments begin to flow. 

The Scheme provides the first ever statutory entitlement to financial support for childcare.  
To date, 3,646 childcare services have contracted to provide the NCS. Over 4,000 providers 
availed of training in advance of the Scheme’s launch.

“Sponsored” applications are now being processed under the Scheme, with over 100 com-
pleted sponsor applications received to date. The Childcare Support Act 2018 makes provision 
for referrals from sponsor bodies for children in certain disadvantaged or challenging circum-
stances. Where such a referral is made by a sponsor body, the child will automatically qualify 
for a subsidy for the number of hours considered appropriate by the sponsor, up to a maximum 
of 40 hours per week, without their family having to satisfy the scheme’s eligibility, income or 
enhanced hours requirements.  

Arrangements are in place to monitor the success of the National Childcare Scheme in 
meeting its objectives, and the Scheme has been designed to be flexible and responsive. Sec-
tion 26 of the Childcare Support Act 2018 provides for a review of the operation of the scheme 
to commence 12 months after the first payment of subsidies under the scheme. A report of this 
review will be laid before each House of the Oireachtas. The stated policy intention of section 
26 of the legislation was to ensure an early review of the Scheme to identify, in a timely way, 
any key issues or challenges which need to be addressed rapidly. A longer-term review will also 
be carried out after three years. 

The Scheme also has a Monitoring and Evaluation Framework in place to support both on-
going and periodic assessment of the Scheme’s success in meeting its objectives, including its 
objectives in supporting labour market activation and female labour market activation. It sets 
out the measures which policy-makers will use to monitor the Scheme on a continual basis, as 
well as to evaluate the Scheme at regular intervals, through a system of regular reporting by 
Pobal to the Department. 

Information on the scheme for parents and providers is available at ncs.gov.ie 
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05/03/2020WRLLL01400Childcare Services

05/03/2020WRLLL015001084. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a case 
(details supplied) will be reviewed; the additional supports available to help ease the strain of 
rental costs on this facility; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2905/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the Dep-
uty for her question. I sympathise with the difficulties this service is currently facing. The ser-
vice in question may be able to access various supports through Case Management. My Depart-
ment oversees a Case Management process through which local CCCs and Pobal work together 
to assess and provide support to early learning and care services experiencing difficulties. This 
can include help with completing and interpreting analysis of staff ratios, fee setting and cash 
flow, as well as more specialised advice and support appropriate to individual circumstances. 

Financial supports, which may also be accessed through the Case Management process, are 
available for community services presenting with sustainability issues and following a financial 
assessment by Pobal.

Pobal co-ordinate the overall case management process with the CCC administering initial, 
and on-going, case management assistance. All services who are seeking support should there-
fore contact their local CCC in the first instance where their case will be reviewed.

05/03/2020WRLLL01700Childcare Services

05/03/2020WRLLL018001085. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the con-
cerns of parents over increased insurance costs and the detrimental impact this could have on 
their childcare provider will be addressed (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2906/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From 2017 to 
December 2019 there were two insurance underwriters offering insurance to the childcare sec-
tor in Ireland – Allianz and Ironshore.  On the 6th December Ironshore notified their 1,300 
clients that they would be withdrawing from the market.  On 17th December, the broker who 
had provided the Ironshore underwriting services informed their customers that they had failed 
to get a new underwriter to take over their client base.  This left only Allianz offering insurance 
to the sector.

I understand that Allianz provided quotations to almost all of Ironshore’s customers, on the 
same basis as existing Allianz customers.  I acknowledge that for most Ironshore customers this 
resulted in increased insurance premiums. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that a second insurance provider entered the market just 
before Christmas.  Cullen Insurances, an underwriter based in Limerick, launched a new insur-
ance product for childcare providers, underwritten by Sava Re.  This returns competition to the 
insurance market in the childcare sector. 

My Department is continuing to monitor the insurance options available to providers.

The cost of insurance will be included in future Early Years Sectoral Profiles, which are 
published annually by Pobal.  This will enable my Department to keep insurance costs in the 
sector under review
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05/03/2020WRLLL02000Childcare Services

05/03/2020WRLLL021001086. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
early years practitioners that participated in the Better Start CDP initiative in 2019; the number 
of practitioners that paid for their attendance; the rate of pay they received; and the amount 
spent on the initiative. [3088/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Research evi-
dence indicates that an important driver of high quality in early learning and care provision 
is continuing professional development (CPD) for practitioners. To overcome identified chal-
lenges in accessing CPD courses, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs are currently 
piloting the introduction of a limited number of approved CPD courses through the Better Start 
Quality Development Service, delivered free to practitioners along with a payment paid to ser-
vices to support practitioners’ participation in the training. 

The payment made to services for participation may be used by the service provider either to 
pay staff directly, to compensate them for time spent outside working hours in attending train-
ing, or to pay for relief staff to provide cover when practitioners taking part in training are given 
time-off in lieu or take part in training during working hours. 

The three CPD courses that are included in this pilot are:

- Hanen, which teaches participants practical strategies for encouraging children’s develop-
ment of language skills in the context of everyday activities. It is an 18 hours course delivered 
over 3 days.

- Lámh, which is a manual sign system used by children and adults with intellectual disabil-
ity and communication needs in Ireland. This course is 6 hours long.

- Aistear and Play, which forms part of the National Síolta Aistear Initiative and aims to sup-
port practitioners’ understanding and use of the Aistear curriculum framework and the Aistear 
Síolta Practice Guide, to improve the quality of early childhood curriculum implementation for 
children from birth to six years. This course is 12.5 hours long.

The number of practitioners who completed the training courses in 2019 is set out in the 
table. As all the training programmes in the payment pilot were available free of charge to par-
ticipants, none of the practitioners paid for their attendance.

Total Number of Payments issued in 2019 – 1534

Hanen 593
Lámh 334
Aistear and Play 615
Total 1542
The total spent on the initiatives including the full costs of the National Síolta Aistear Initia-

tive (which include both delivery of training by Better Start, and training coordinated by Better 
Start and delivered by other organisations, including City/County Childcare Committees, as 
well as support costs), the cost of delivering the Hanen and Lámh training, and the CPD pay-
ment pilot, was €702,300 in 2019. 

An evaluation of the payment pilot is under way, both to inform decisions on further roll-out 
and to inform the Workforce Development Plan currently being developed.
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05/03/2020WRLLL02300Child and Family Agency Staff

05/03/2020WRLLL024001087. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the factors 
that determine the geographic allocation of social workers by Tusla; and the number of social 
workers working in each Tusla local area office. [3218/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore re-
ferred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be provided to the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRLLL02600Child and Family Agency Services

05/03/2020WRLLL027001088. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the factors 
that determine the allocation of educational welfare officers to a school geographical area; and 
the number of educational welfare officers assigned per school geographical area. [3219/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Tusla Ed-
ucation Support Service (TESS) has provided my department with the table attached below 
identifying the five different regions and number of Education Welfare Officers (EWO) in each 
region.

Region 1South-
ern   Area: Cork, 
Kerry,   Lim-
erick, Clare, 
Tipperary.

Region 2South   
County Dublin, 
Kildare, Wick-
low, Waterford, 
Wexford, Car-
low, Kilkenny.

Region 3North   
Dublin City, 
South Dublin 
City, Clondalkin 
and Lucan

Region 4West/
North-West:   
Galway, Mayo, 
Sligo, Done-
gal, Leitrim, 
Roscommon, 
Longford, 
Offaly, Laois,   
Westmeath.

Region 5Fin-
gal,   Louth, 
Meath, Cavan, 
Monaghan

Number of 
EWOs

Number of 
EWOs

Number of 
EWOs

Number of 
EWOs

Number of 
EWOs

19 24 16 24 15
The aims and objectives of this statutory service are to ensure that every child either at-

tends school regularly or otherwise receives a minimum education; to ensure and secure every 
child’s entitlement to education. Educational Welfare Officers work with families and children 
in a child-centred way to overcome barriers to their school attendance, participation and reten-
tion; and work closely with schools, educational support services and other agencies to support 
school attendance and resolve attendance problems for the benefit of children and families.

Where a school principal has a concern in relation to a pupil’s school attendance and where 
the school has made all local efforts to resolve the problem and the school still remains con-
cerned about the student’s attendance a referral can be made to the Educational Welfare

Service ( EWS). 

When referrals are received by the EWS team they are screened by a Senior Educational 
Welfare Officer. Referrals are then placed in priority order and are assigned to the EWO team 
accordingly. 

PQ 3219/20, for answer 05/03/2020, Written from - Róisín Shortall
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To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the factors that determine the al-
location of educational welfare officers to a school geographical area; and the number of 
educational welfare officers assigned per school geographical area. 

Please see below the TESS response to the above PQ,

Tusla Educational Welfare Service is divided into 5 regions as follows,

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4 Region 5
Southern   Area: 
Cork, Kerry, 
Limerick, Clare, 
Tipperary, 

South County 
Dublin, Kildare, 
Wicklow, Wa-
terford, Wex-
ford, Carlow,   
Kilkenny.

North Dublin 
City, South 
Dublin City, 
Clondalkin and 
Lucan

West/North-
West: Gal-
way, Mayo, 
Sligo, Done-
gal, Leitrim, 
Roscommon,   
Longford, 
Offaly, Laois, 
Westmeath.

Fingal, Louth, 
Meath, Cavan, 
Monaghan

There are currently the following number of Educational Welfare Officers (EWOs) in each 
region,

Region   1 Region   2 Region   3 Region   4 Region   5
Number   of 
EWOs

Number   of 
EWOs

Number   of 
EWOs

Number   of 
EWOs

Number   of 
EWOs

19 24 16 24 15
The aims and objectives of this statutory service are to ensure that every child either at-

tends school regularly or otherwise receives a minimum education; to ensure and secure every 
child’s entitlement to education. Educational Welfare Officers work with families and children 
in a child-centred way to overcome barriers to their school attendance, participation and reten-
tion; and work closely with schools, educational support services and other agencies to support 
school attendance and resolve attendance problems for the benefit of children and families.

Where a school principal has a concern in relation to a pupil’s school attendance and where 
the school has made all local efforts to resolve the problem and the school still remains con-
cerned about the student’s attendance a referral can be made to EWS. The school will be asked 
to document interventions already made in line with their School Attendance Strategies. DEIS 
schools will also be asked to document the additional interventions made by HSCL and SCP.

When referrals are received by the EWS team they are screened by a Senior Educational 
Welfare Officer. If a referral is incomplete the referral will be returned to the school seeking 
further information. All completed referrals are placed in priority order and are assigned to the 
EWO team accordingly. At any stage a principal can follow up with the EWS to ascertain the 
status of a referral.

The Regional Manager for each area assigns EWOs to schools based on the number of re-
ferrals received for an area. This is done a regular basis to maximise delivery of service and to 
effectively use resources.

05/03/2020WRLLL02900Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

05/03/2020WRLLL030001089. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 



5 March 2020

523

of adults and children that accessed Tusla funded domestic violence refuge accommodation to 
date in 2020; the average length of time families spent in such accommodation; and the number 
of beds available on any given night in 2020.  [3266/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services for victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence through-
out the country.

With regard to statistics relating to the use of Tusla-funded emergency domestic violence 
accommodation, Tusla has advised that data is collected retrospectively. The Department’s un-
derstanding is that data for 2020 is not yet available. 

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to any further informa-
tion required on this matter.

05/03/2020WRLLL03200Childcare Services

05/03/2020WRLLL033001090. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the current 
position of public consultation on the draft childminding action plan; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3330/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Draft 
Childminding Action Plan sets out a phased approach to achieving Government commitments 
in First 5,the Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and Families. The 
Draft Childminding Action Plan is firmly based on the 2018 report of the Working Group on 
Reforms and Supports for the Childminding Sector (‘Pathway to a Quality Support and Assur-
ance System for Childminding’), which was chaired by Childminding Ireland and included a 
number of representatives from the early learning and care sector.

Childminding is of huge importance to children, to parents, to our economy, and to our so-
ciety. Until now, however, it has not received the support it deserves in terms of public funding 
or our system of quality assurance or regulation. The Draft Action Plan aims to recognise the 
valuable work that childminders do and to ensure they can access the supports they need. The 
Draft Action Plan sets out positive reform proposals to bring childminding into the mainstream 
of regulation, funding and support.

I am very aware of the unique nature of a childminding service; that is why I established 
the expert group and called for the development of a bespoke plan for childminders. The Draft 
Childminding Action Plan makes clear that the intention is to develop regulations that are spe-
cific and appropriate to childminding, and to develop customised training and resources to 
support the quality of childminding provision, including through the development of staffed 
local networks to provide professional development and peer support. The new regulation and 
inspection process for childminders is yet to be developed, but the Draft Childminding Action 
Plan stresses the importance of regulation and inspection being proportionate and appropriate 
to the home and family setting in which childminders work.

The public consultation process on the Draft Action Plan took place between August and 
November 2019. It was widely publicised on social media, through National Voluntary Organi-
sations (including Childminding Ireland) and City/County Childcare Committees. The consul-
tation process was carefully designed to ensure strong participation by childminders. In particu-
lar, a series of 32 focus groups were organised around the country by the local City and County 
Childcare Committees, with the help of the new team of regional Childminding Development 
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Officers that I have put in place. The focus groups were organised in evenings to make it easier 
for childminders to take part. 

In addition to the focus groups in the evenings, an Open Policy Debate took place in the 
daytime to facilitate participation by other stakeholders. There was also an online survey and a 
call for submissions. The online survey had 467 respondents, of whom 57% were childminders.

A report on the consultation process is being finalised for publication. Revisions to the Draft 
Plan are currently being made in response to the consultation findings.

05/03/2020WRLLL03500Childcare Services Funding

05/03/2020WRLLL036001091. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the childcare 
providers that her Department provided with a one-off payment to assist with insurance costs 
by county; the amount provided per provider; and the actual amount of such an insurance bill 
in tabular form. [3342/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not provided any payments to providers of early learning and care services  to assist with 
insurance costs. 

I did make a Programme Support Payment in December in recognition of the administrative 
burdens faced by the childcare providers by the need for most to renew their Tusla registration, 
the introducing of the National Childcare Scheme and the need for many providers to seek an 
alternative insurance provider, following the withdrawal of an underwriter who provided insur-
ance to  a quarter of services.  I  introduced Programme Support Payments in 2017 in recogni-
tion of the time spent by childcare providers on administrative tasks,  continuous professional 
development and other non-contact tasks.

My Department does not have information on the insurance premiums for each provider, as 
this is commercially sensitive information.

05/03/2020WRLLL03800Childcare Services

05/03/2020WRLLL039001092. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the situation of a Montessori facility (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3459/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): From 2017 to 
December 2019 there were two insurance underwriters offering insurance to the childcare sec-
tor in Ireland – Allianz and Ironshore.  On the 6th December Ironshore notified their 1,300 
clients that they would be withdrawing from the market.  On 17th December, the broker who 
had provided the Ironshore underwriting services informed their customers that they had failed 
to get a new underwriter to take over their client base.  This left only Allianz offering insurance 
to the sector.

I understand that Allianz provided quotations to almost all of Ironshore’s customers, on the 
same basis as existing Allianz customers.  I acknowledge that for most Ironshore customers this 
resulted in increased insurance premiums. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that a second insurance provider entered the market just 
before Christmas.  Cullen Insurances, an underwriter based in Limerick, launched a new insur-
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ance product for childcare providers, underwritten by Sava Re.  This returns competition to the 
insurance market in the childcare sector. 

My Department is continuing to monitor the insurance options available to providers.

The cost of insurance will be included in future Early Years Sectoral Profiles, which are 
published annually by Pobal.  This will enable my Department to keep insurance costs in the 
sector under review.

 My Department oversees a case management system through which Pobal and local Child-
care Committees offer assistance to services experiencing financial or governance difficulties

05/03/2020WRLLL04100Child and Family Agency Services

05/03/2020WRLLL042001093. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
a Tusla centre (details supplied) was closed; the alternative arrangements put in place for those 
in need of its services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3669/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Commissioning 
of services is an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have requested 
that Tusla respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

The Slainte centre accommodates 7 staff currently from Tusla Dublin North PPFS (Partner-
ship Prevention and Family Support Team)

This team offers the following services

1 Meitheal

2 Family Support 

3 Parenting Programmes ( Parent Ur Teen/ Non Violent Response)

4 Homeless hub

5 Cookery Programmes for children/adults

6 Direct work with children/young people

7 Family Access

The Slainte Centre is a Prefab, based on the grounds of Ladyswell Senior School in Darn-
dale. It is at the latter part of the grounds and is situated in an isolated spot which backs on to 
Marigold Housing Estate in Darndale, Dublin 17. The centre is owned and rented from Our 
Lady’s School Board.

While the centre is currently closed, the staff team are located in Coolock Health Centre and 
are continuing to provide a service to families in the Dublin 5, 13 and 17 areas.

05/03/2020WRLLL04400Community Services Programme

05/03/2020WRLLL045001094. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the reason for discontinuing the funding for a service (details supplied) for the Fingal area. 
[3340/20]
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05/03/2020WRLLL04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The organi-
sation that operates the service referred to in the Deputy’s question is a social enterprise, cur-
rently supported under the Community Services Programme, or CSP.  The Department cur-
rently provides CSP funding in excess of €1 million to the organisation in question, annually, 
supporting the cost of employing of 32 full-time equivalent (FTEs) positions in the organisation 
and the delivery of a number of transport services.  

The organsation in question operates community based accessible transport services for 
individuals and groups.  While this Department provides support to the organisation,  through 
the CSP, it has no role in the internal operations of the organisation or in determining the spe-
cific services to be delivered by it.  These are matters solely for the management and board of 
organisation concerned.  

That said, I am advised that the service in question is a joint initiative between the organisa-
tion concerned and the HSE, who part fund the service. I understand  that the HSE confirmed, 
on the 21st   February 2020, its intention to continue to support the joint initiative and the or-
ganisation concerned has commenced taking bookings for the service.

05/03/2020WRLLL04700Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

05/03/2020WRLLL048001095. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the status of an application submitted by Donegal County Council (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2786/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I can con-
firm that the application referred to by the Deputy was received by my Department under the 
2019 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).  The scheme operates on the basis 
of a competitive process, and the assessment criteria for projects are included in the scheme 
documentation.

Over 280 applications were received under the 2019 scheme and the level of funding sought 
far exceeded the available budget.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to fund all of the propos-
als received and the application in question was not amongst the successful projects on this 
occasion.   

Details of successful applications under the 2019 ORIS programme are available on the 
Gov.ie website at https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/90a66b-approved-funding-for-outdoor-rec-
reation-projects/.

05/03/2020WRLLL05000Local Improvement Scheme Administration

05/03/2020WRLLL051001096. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of the local improvement scheme allocations to local authorities throughout the coun-
try; if he will allocate more funding to clear backlogs of over 10 years in some cases; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2880/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL05200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or non-
public roads in rural areas which are not under the normal maintenance of the Local Authorities.  
The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered through the Local Authorities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, there was no dedicated funding available for this scheme for 
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a number of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of 
the underlying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country and I re-launched 
the scheme in 2017.

Since then, over €48 million has been allocated to the Local Authorities to deliver the 
scheme. This resulted in over 2,000 road projects being approved for works.   

In 2019, I allocated €10 million to the LIS from my Department’s Vote.  It is intended that 
the scheme will be funded again this year, and a budget of €10 million has been secured for this 
purpose in 2020.  The 2020 scheme will be announced in due course and the level of funding to 
be provided to each Local Authority will be confirmed at that stage. 

05/03/2020WRLLL05300CLÁR Programme

05/03/2020WRLLL054001097. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of the CLÁR scheme throughout the country; if a cohort of rural schools excluded 
from the scheme can be included to avail of funding for safety measures at their schools; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2881/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): CLÁR is a 
targeted capital investment programme for rural areas which have experienced significant lev-
els of depopulation, based on Census of Population data. 

The programme was originally launched in October 2001 but was closed for applications 
in 2010.  I re-opened the programme in 2016 and, since then, over 1,400 projects have been 
approved for CLÁR funding of almost €33 million.  The programme has supported a range of 
measures in eligible CLÁR areas, including supports for safety measures in and around schools 
and other community facilities.

While funding can only be provided to projects in designated CLÁR areas, it is open to Lo-
cal Authorities and schools themselves which are not in designated CLÁR areas to implement 
similar measures, in conjunction with the National Roads Authority (NRA) and/or the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills where approptiate, and subject to any considerations that may be 
required from the point of view of budgets, etc. 

A full review of the CLÁR programme has been initiated by my Department which will 
examine the most recent changes in population patterns throughout the country on the basis of 
2016 Census data.  The review will also consider whether any factors other than depopulation 
should be taken into account in determining CLÁR areas in the future.     

Details of all projects which have been approved for funding to date under CLÁR are avail-
able on the Gov.ie website at https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/91ba52-clar/.   

05/03/2020WRLLL05600Local Improvement Scheme Funding

05/03/2020WRLLL057001098. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when funding will be allocated to Kerry County Council under the local improvement 
scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3456/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL05800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Lo-
cal Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private 
or non-public roads in rural areas which are not under the normal maintenance of the Local 
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Authorities. The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered through the Local 
Authorities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, there was no dedicated funding available for this scheme for 
a number of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of 
the underlying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country and I re-launched 
the scheme in 2017.

Since then, over €48 million has been allocated to the Local Authorities to deliver the 
scheme. This resulted in over 2,000 road projects being approved for works, including €2.9 
million for 125 projects in Kerry.  

In 2019, I allocated €10 million to the LIS from my Department’s Vote.  It is intended that 
the scheme will be funded again this year, and a budget of €10 million has been secured for this 
purpose in 2020.  The 2020 scheme will be announced in due course and the level of funding to 
be provided to each Local Authority, including in County Kerry, will be confirmed at that stage. 

05/03/2020WRLLL05900Departmental Budgets

05/03/2020WRLLL060001099. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the capital provided to his Department in the estimates for 2019 by subhead; the provisional 
out-turn for 2019; the prepayments involved in circumstances in which certification has not 
been received confirming the completion of work; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [3474/20]

05/03/2020WRLLL06100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Further 
Revised Estimates for 2019 in respect of the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment provided for gross capital expenditure of €138 million. These resources were fully 
utilised, with capital expenditure for the year of €137.9 million. The 2019 capital allocations 
and estimated provisional outturn by subhead are presented in the table below.  The provisional 
capital outturn will be confirmed in the Department’s annual Appropriation Account which will 
be submitted to the Comptroller and Auditor General for audit in March 2020, with final ac-
count published in September 2020. 

Together with the full capital spend achieved in 2018, this investment in rural Ireland and 
our communities is delivering benefits right across the country and is supporting the objectives 
of Project Ireland 2040. 

The level of capital prepayments made in 2019 is currently being collated by the Depart-
ment as part of the preparation of the Department’s Appropriation Account.  A figure  will be 
finalised at the end of this month on completion of the draft Appropriation Account, with the 
final audited figure published in September 2020. 

With regard to prepayments, these are sometimes required to aid delivery of  large scale cap-
ital projects where a level of advanced funding is needed to bring projects from procurement 
to construction phase. This assists lead partners to deliver projects which would have signifi-
cant project financing costs. Prepayments are made only in limited circumstances, in line with 
the sanction in place for the Department, and with appropriate controls as set out in the relevant 
guidance and circulars.

At this stage it is estimated that for 2019, 17% of capital expenditure relates to prepayments. 
This value would include payments for some element of works completed by year end but not 
yet certified. The majority of prepayments will be accounted for by advances to large capital 
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projects funded under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund and the Library Develop-
ment and Archive Service.

Capital Expenditure 2019

   REV   2019 Provisional 2019 Outturn
     V42 –   GROSS (€’000s) 138,000  137,863
   
A - REGIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT &     REGIONAL   AF-
FAIRS 

122,882 122,549

A.2 - ADMINISTRATION - NON     
PAY 

182 82

A.4 - NATIONAL RURAL     DE-
VELOPMENT SCHEMES 

15,000  18,986

A.5 - LEADER - RURAL ECON-
OMY     SUB PROGRAMME   

30,000  45,188

A.7 - TOWN AND VILLAGE     
REGENERATION 

15,000  12,999

A.8 – REGIONAL ECONOMIC   
DEVELOPMENT 

700  380

A.9. - LOCAL IMPROVEMENT     
SCHEMES 

10,000  13,629

A10 - RURAL REGENERA-
TION&   DEVELOPMENT   
FUND

52,000  31,285

B - COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT 

15,118  15,315

B.2 - ADMINISTRATION - NON     
PAY 

151  58

B.3 –SUPPORTS FOR COM-
MUNITY   & VOLUNTARY 
SECTOR 

1  -

B.6- SUPPORTS FOR DISAD-
VANTAGED   COMMUNITES

1,767 1,902

B.7- DORMANT ACCOUNT 
MEASURES

2,500 2,656

B.8- PROGRAMME FOR 
PEACE   AND RECONCILIA-
TION

650 650

B.10 - LIBRARY DEVELOP-
MENT AND     ARCHIVE   
SERVICE 

6,049  6,049

B.11 - COMMUNITY EN-
HANCEMENT   PROGRAMME 

4,000  4,000

05/03/2020WRMMM00200Departmental Agencies Funding

05/03/2020WRMMM003001100. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding allocated in 2020 to each specific State agency under his aegis between current and 
capital funding in tabular form. [3855/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have set 
out in the following table the funding allocations provided for in the Revised Estimates 2020 in 
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relation to each the following bodies under the aegis of my Department. 

Agency  Current (€m)  Capital (€m)
CHARITIES REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY (C.3)

 4.370  -

WESTERN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION (A.3)

2.049  - 

WATER SAFETY IRELAND 
(B.9)

 1.124  - 

05/03/2020WRMMM00500Departmental Funding

05/03/2020WRMMM006001101. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated by current and capital expenditure in 2020 to schemes (details supplied) 
in tabular form. [3858/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have set 
out the respective 2020 allocations to the relevant schemes and programmes operated by my 
Department in the following table.

DRCD Scheme Capital  (€ million) Current     (€ million)
Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment (RRD)

53 -

LEADER Programme 40 -
Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme (TVR)

15 -

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure 
Scheme   (ORIS)

10 -

Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) 10 -
Library Development 7 1.1
CLÁR 5 -
Community Enhancement Pro-
gramme (CEP)

4.5 -

PEACE Programme 0.7 6.3
Supports for Disadvantaged Com-
munities

1.3 5.2

Walks Scheme - 4

05/03/2020WRMMM00800Departmental Expenditure

05/03/2020WRMMM009001102. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the final capital spend by his Department in 2019, including the capital carry-over from 2018, 
by subhead; the provision under each subhead including the capital carry-over from 2018 pro-
vided for in the Revised Estimates Volume for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3859/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Further 
Revised Estimates for 2019 in respect of the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment provided for gross capital expenditure of €138 million. These resources were fully 
utilised, with capital expenditure for the year of €137.9 million. As a full capital spend was also 
achieved in 2018, capital carryover did not arise in 2019.

The 2019 capital allocations and estimated provisional outturn by subhead are presented in 
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the table.  The provisional capital outturn will be confirmed in the Department’s annual Appro-
priation Account which will be submitted to the Comptroller and Auditor General for audit in 
March 2020, with final account published in September 2020. 

I am satisfied the mix of policy initiatives, actions and investment put in place in recent 
years is strengthening both rural and urban communities. Strategic investments are supporting 
Project Ireland 2040, and are now delivering tangible economic benefits right across the coun-
try, while also addressing gaps in meeting the social needs of communities.

Capital Expenditure 2019

 Subhead   REV   2019 Provisional 2019 Outturn
     V42 –   GROSS (€’000s) 138,000  137,863

   
A - REGIONAL DEVELOP-

MENT &     REGIONAL   AF-
FAIRS 

122,882 122,549

A.2 - ADMINISTRATION - 
NON     PAY 

182 82

A.4 - NATIONAL RURAL     
DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 

15,000  18,986

A.5 - LEADER - RURAL 
ECONOMY     SUB PRO-

GRAMME   

30,000  45,188

A.7 - TOWN AND VILLAGE     
REGENERATION 

15,000  12,999

A.8 – REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC   DEVELOPMENT 

700  380

A.9. - LOCAL IMPROVE-
MENT     SCHEMES 

10,000  13,629

A10 - RURAL REGEN-
ERATION&   DEVELOPMENT   

FUND

52,000  31,285

B - COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT 

15,118  15,315

B.2 - ADMINISTRATION - 
NON     PAY 

151  58

B.3 –SUPPORTS FOR COM-
MUNITY   & VOLUNTARY 

SECTOR 

1  -

B.6- SUPPORTS FOR 
DISADVANTAGED   COMMU-

NITES

1,767 1,902

B.7- DORMANT ACCOUNT 
MEASURES

2,500 2,656

B.8- PROGRAMME FOR 
PEACE   AND RECONCILIA-

TION

650 650

B.10 - LIBRARY DEVEL-
OPMENT AND     ARCHIVE   

SERVICE 

6,049  6,049

B.11 - COMMUNITY EN-
HANCEMENT   PROGRAMME 

4,000  4,000
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05/03/2020WRMMM01100Local Improvement Scheme Data

05/03/2020WRMMM012001103. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of rural roads that have received funding under the local improvement scheme, LIS, 
in each of the years 2018 and 2019, by local authority in tabular form; the projected number of 
road projects completed in 2019; the number of projects approved under the LIS since it was 
re-established on an annual basis by county; and the number of projects that were not approved 
by county. [3860/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I reintro-
duced the Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, in 2017. Since then, over €48 million has been 
allocated to the LIS with over 2,000 road projects approved for works.

The LIS is funded by my Department and administered through the Local Authorities. The 
number and location of roads to benefit from improvement works under the scheme is a matter 
for the relevant Local Authority.

The table outlines the number of LIS projects approved and the number that have been 
confirmed as completed under the scheme since it was re-launched in 2017.  In a small number 
of cases, the number of roads completed is greater than the number originally approved, due 
to necessary substitutions agreed with my Department, as allowed for under the terms of the 
scheme. 

My Department does not hold records of projects that have not been approved at Local Au-
thority level, and any queries or appeals in respect of such projects are a matter for the relevant 
Local Authority.   

Table 1: LIS-Number of Roads Approved and Completed

Local Au-
thority

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2017

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2017 
Scheme

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2018

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2018 
Scheme

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2019

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2019 
Scheme

Carlow 20 20 28 28 14 14
Cavan 10 10 11 12 4 4
Clare 28 28 30 30 12 12
Cork 21 21 61 62 20 20
Donegal 164 164 106 107 34 35
Galway 57 57 66 69 37 36
Kerry 41 41 58 61 26 21
Kildare 0 0 12 12 8 8
Kilkenny 16 16 15 16 12 9
Laois 21 20 19 15 6 7
Leitrim 18 18 21 24 10 11
Limerick 18 17 21 22 13 13
Longford 18 17 25 25 15 15
Louth 8 8 5 6 7 6
Mayo 89 86 139 144 73 74
Meath 22 22 21 21 12 12
Monaghan   21 21 31 28 10 14
Offaly 20 20 31 31 11 9
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Local Au-
thority

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2017

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2017 
Scheme

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2018

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2018 
Scheme

Roads Ap-
proved in   
2019

Number 
of Roads   
Confirmed 
Complete un-
der the 2019 
Scheme

Roscommon 41 41 92 91 21 21
Sligo 16 16 22 22 7 7
Tipperary 9 9 25 32 21 21
Waterford 17 17 19 20 4 3
Westmeath 23 23 22 22 12 12
Wexford 18 18 17 17 11 11
Wicklow 7 7 15 15 11 10
TOTAL 723 717 912 932 411 405

05/03/2020WRMMM01400Town and Village Renewal Scheme

05/03/2020WRMMM015001104. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated to each local authority under the town and village renewal scheme in 2018 
and 2019; the amount paid to each local authority to date based on latest information for each 
allocation in question in tabular form; the total amount as a percentage paid out to date out of 
the amount allocated to each local authority in each such year based on latest data; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3861/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme is one of a number of measures to rejuvenate rural towns and vil-
lages throughout Ireland under the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 Rural Regeneration and 
Development Programme.  The Scheme is administered by the Local Authorities on behalf of 
my Department.  

Under the 2018 Town and Village Scheme, 224 projects were selected for funding of €21.3 
million in October 2018.  On 31st October 2019, I announced details of a further 156 projects 
which I approved for funding of almost €15 million  under the 2019 Scheme. 

Tables 1 and 2 at the link outline the funding that was approved for each Local Authority 
in 2018 and 2019 respectively under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, and the amount 
that has been paid out to date as a percentage of the amount allocated.  Payments are made when 
projects meet certain milestones.

Given the nature of the projects delivered under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, it 
is expected that the projects approved in 2019 will not be completed, in the main, until 2021. 
The remaining projects approved under the 2018 scheme are expected to be finalised during 
2020. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq1104-05-03-20_en.docx  “>Table</a>]

05/03/2020WRMMM01700LEADER Programmes Expenditure

05/03/2020WRMMM018001105. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated to each local action group, LAG, under the LEADER programme 2014-
2020 in tabular form; the amount expended annually under the programme in each LAG; the 
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total spend as a percentage to date out of the amount allocated to each LAG for the programme 
period; the amount expended to date in each LAG on project costs, administrative costs and any 
other costs by each LAG; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3862/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER is 
a multi-annual programme with a total budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  €225 
million of this funding has been allocated as core funding to the Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
throughout the country who deliver the LEADER programme. This funding is allocated to the 
LAGs for the full period of the programme.   

The remaining €25 million is available for thematic schemes to be delivered at a national 
level and is allocated as projects are approved.  

Table 1 provides details of all payments made to the LAGs on an annual basis. 

 Table 2 provides details of:

 - The budget allocations to the LAGs under the LEADER 2014-2020 programme, and  

 - The total spend by the LAGs broken down by:     

 - the cost of developing their Local Development Strategies at the outset of the programme 
(preparatory support);   

 - expenditure incurred on administration and on supporting the development of LEADER 
projects (administration & animation);  

 - funding provided to LEADER projects; and  

 - total spend expressed as a percentage of each LAG’s budget allocation.  

While the overall spend to date is 38% of the total allocation available to the LAGs, there 
continues to be a consistent increase in project payments over previous years. Over 1,000 proj-
ect promoters, or 40%, have now received a Final Payment in respect of their project. 

Project approvals have also steadily increased, with 2,771 projects approved to date to a 
value of over €107 million.  A further 317 projects, requesting funding of almost €26 million, 
are at earlier stages in the approvals process.  Project payments under the programme will con-
tinue to increase as approved works are completed and claims for payment submitted.   

The figures provided do not include payments made under thematic schemes which are 
funded outside of the core budget allocated to each LAG. 

Table 1: LEADER payments to LAGs for the period 2015-2020 

Local Action 
Group 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Carlow                    €20,000 €0 €256,148 €955,702 €1,325,592 €186,988 
Cavan                     €50,000 €62,741 €264,138 €676,779 €2,100,254 €400,211 
Clare                     €71,000 €202,336 €525,000 €937,913 €1,613,675 €125,724 
Cork North €15,000 €19,456 €422,197 €836,795 €985,750 €314,282 
Cork South €65,000 €0 €261,234 €465,774 €500,358 €113,292 
Cork West €135,240 €0 €362,953 €485,804 €726,069 €285,403 
Donegal                   €57,594 €35,362 €778,328 €2,353,037 €2,492,873 €301,038 
Dublin Rural €55,000 €0 €290,992 €714,709 €794,581 €73,403 
Galway East €0 €58,214 €427,142 €426,367 €1,332,857 €407,733 
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Local Action 
Group 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Galway West €75,000 €60,000 €180,000 €292,284 €586,906 €34,898 
Kerry                     €15,000 €1,344 €811,249 €1,299,208 €2,867,905 €610,924 
Kildare                   €50,000 €0 €163,910 €314,922 €770,304 €180,214 
Kilkenny                  €54,725 €182,570 €600,559 €922,011 €929,727 €69,612 
Laois                     €25,000 €35,242 €282,636 €674,237 €994,508 €96,044 
Leitrim                   €25,000 €32,134 €298,277 €551,744 €1,155,333 €206,333 
Limerick           €22,187 €26,267 €670,442 €1,245,753 €2,144,543 €342,888 
Longford                  €30,000 €0 €266,711 €394,024 €1,183,596 €187,513 
Louth                     €28,000 €21,913 €340,184 €455,037 €1,271,500 €399,378 
Mayo                      €107,000 €43,722 €896,552 €870,727 €3,035,308 €543,426 
Meath                     €40,000 €99,961 €317,904 €376,275 €916,318 €170,174 
Monaghan                  €58,296 €45,042 €260,822 €592,452 €1,378,475 €212,209 
Offaly                    €30,000 €43,481 €478,068 €1,288,187 €1,845,216 €383,073 
Roscommon                 €58,213 €70,559 €325,968 €588,565 €1,632,704 €190,398 
Sligo                     €15,000 €57,268 €502,405 €686,025 €1,222,544 €200,854 
Tipperary       €20,000 €16,443 €525,103 €901,658 €2,627,304 €248,320 
Waterford          €63,430 €55,779 €496,858 €1,824,877 €1,456,234 €106,775 
Westmeath                 €25,500 €26,872 €345,928 €611,855 €867,346 €267,529 
Wexford                   €15,000 €21,129 €443,303 €820,151 €2,034,838 €358,240 
Wicklow                   €25,000 €43,088 €328,839 €417,879 €913,483 €90,090 
Total €1,251,185 €1,260,921 €12,123,851 €22,980,756 €41,706,099 €7,106,967 

Table 2: LEADER expenditure data as of 1st March 2020

Local Action 
Group 

Total Alloca-
tion 

Prep Support 
spend 

Admin & 
Animation 
spend 

Project spend Total Spend % spend 

Carlow                    €6,416,803 €20,000 €878,765 €1,845,666 €2,744,430 43% 
Cavan                     €9,022,286 €50,000 €962,571 €2,541,552 €3,554,123 39% 
Clare                     €8,920,225 €83,336 €1,746,000 €1,646,312 €3,475,648 39% 
Cork North €5,591,846 €15,000 €1,133,286 €1,445,194 €2,593,480 46% 
Cork South €3,831,303 €65,000 €781,216 €559,442 €1,405,658 37% 
Cork West €5,015,674 €135,240 €1,025,485 €834,744 €1,995,469 40% 
Donegal                   €13,413,878 €57,594 €2,218,085 €3,742,553 €6,018,232 45% 
Dublin Rural €6,370,438 €55,000 €1,066,079 €807,607 €1,928,686 30% 
Galway East €7,655,851 €159,488 €1,141,700 €1,351,125 €2,652,313 35% 
Galway West €4,540,033 €75,000 €660,000 €494,088 €1,229,088 27% 
Kerry                     €10,719,868 €16,344 €2,150,497 €3,438,789 €5,605,630 52% 
Kildare                   €5,261,600 €50,000 €755,257 €674,093 €1,479,350 28% 
Kilkenny                  €7,791,573 €57,295 €1,587,750 €1,114,159 €2,759,204 35% 
Laois                     €7,124,587 €35,191 €943,361 €1,129,114 €2,107,666 30% 
Leitrim                   €6,498,475 €25,000 €951,752 €1,292,068 €2,268,821 35% 
Limerick           €9,776,594 €22,187 €1,939,429 €2,490,465 €4,452,081 46% 
Longford                  €7,597,623 €30,000 €1,023,364 €1,008,480 €2,061,844 27% 
Louth                     €6,101,862 €28,000 €971,764 €1,516,249 €2,516,013 41% 
Mayo                      €11,621,432 €119,238 €2,135,093 €3,242,405 €5,496,736 47% 
Meath                     €6,903,124 €40,000 €1,208,128 €672,504 €1,920,632 28% 
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Local Action 
Group 

Total Alloca-
tion 

Prep Support 
spend 

Admin & 
Animation 
spend 

Project spend Total Spend % spend 

Monaghan                  €7,592,720 €58,296 €958,360 €1,530,640 €2,547,296 34% 
Offaly                    €8,536,764 €30,000 €1,296,427 €2,741,598 €4,068,025 48% 
Roscommon                 €8,852,659 €58,213 €1,191,446 €1,616,748 €2,866,406 32% 
Sligo                     €7,655,648 €15,000 €893,164 €1,775,932 €2,684,096 35% 
Tipperary       €10,603,443 €20,000 €1,589,837 €2,728,991 €4,338,828 41% 
Waterford          €8,022,796 €75,427 €1,158,445 €2,770,082 €4,003,954 50% 
Westmeath                 €7,384,206 €25,602 €1,110,969 €1,008,459 €2,145,030 29% 
Wexford                   €9,840,141 €15,000 €1,290,970 €2,386,691 €3,692,661 38% 
Wicklow                   €6,336,549 €35,794 €1,014,057 €768,529 €1,818,380 29% 
Total €225,000,000 €1,472,244 €35,783,255 €49,174,280 €86,429,779 38% 
 

05/03/2020WRMMM02000LEADER Programmes Data

05/03/2020WRMMM021001106. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of projects approved to date by each local action group, LAG, under the LEADER 
programme 2014-2020; the number of approved projects that have received project funding; 
and the number that have not in tabular form. [3863/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme which has a total budget of €250 million over the period to 2020.  
€225 million of this funding has been allocated as core funding to each of the individual Lo-
cal Action Groups (LAGs) who deliver LEADER. The remaining €25 million is available for 
schemes to be delivered at a national level and is allocated as projects are approved.

Table 1 provides a breakdown of the number of core projects approved by each Local Ac-
tion Group to date, as well as the number of approved projects which have received at least one 
payment, and the number of projects where no payment has yet issued. 

Funding is drawn down as the projects start to incur expenditure and the project promoter 
submits claims for payment to the LAGs. The approved works, or phases of works, must be 
completed by the project promoter prior to any final or phased payments being made.  A project 
promoter can opt to receive payment in one full final payment or up to five phased payments.

Over 1,000, or 40%, of project promoters have now received a Final Payment in respect of 
their project.

The level of project activity under the LEADER programme continues to increase and, 
to date, 2,771 core projects have been approved for funding of over €107 million.  A further 
317 project applications, with a value of almost €26 million, are at various stages in the ap-
proval process. 

In addition to the figures provided in the table, over 100 Food and Co-operation projects 
have been approved at national level under the thematic schemes referred to above.

Table 1: LEADER core project approvals and payments issued as of 1 March 2020, by 
LAG 
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Local Action Group      No. of Projects Approved        No. of Projects where a 
payment has been made  

No. of Projects where no 
payment has issued   

Carlow 41 32 9 
Cavan 80 49 31 
Clare 164 90 74 
Cork North   75 41 34 
Cork South   33 15 18 
Cork West   34 20 14 
Donegal 157 101 56 
Dublin Rural   61 37 24 
Galway East   81 41 40 
Galway West   56 29 27 
Kerry 306 167 139 
Kildare 37 18 19 
Kilkenny 89 55 34 
Laois 84 50 34 
Leitrim 95 47 48 
Limerick 98 59 39 
Longford 76 46 30 
Louth 103 69 34 
Mayo 155 104 51 
Meath 74 35 39 
Monaghan 54 34 20 
Offaly 144 109 35 
Roscommon 70 35 35 
Sligo 114 62 52 
Tipperary 161 85 76 
Waterford 65 46 19 
Westmeath 80 41 39 
Wexford      123 73 50 
Wicklow 61 28 33 
Grand Total 2,771 1,618 1,153 

05/03/2020WRMMM02300Rural Regeneration and Development Fund Data

05/03/2020WRMMM024001107. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of funding to be allocated to the rural regeneration and development fund over the 
lifetime of the National Development Plan 2018-2027; the amount allocated in each year over 
the 2018 to 2020 period to the fund; the amount of funding allocated for each approved project 
in 2018 and 2019; and the amount issued in payments to date in tabular form. [3864/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, the Government has committed €1 billion to the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund over a 10 year period to support rural economic development and help 
build strong communities.  The Fund has been allocated €315m over the period 2019 to 2022 
and the various allocations over that period will be confirmed as part of the annual budgetary 
process. €52 million was allocated to the Fund for 2019 and €53 million is allocated for 2020.

Following the conclusion of the first call under the Fund in February 2019, a total of 84 suc-
cessful projects had been announced, with funding of €86m provided from the Fund to support 
projects worth a total of €117m.  Under the second call concluded in November 2019, another 
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26 projects were allocated funding of €62 million from the Fund.  These 26 projects will deliver 
total investment of €97 million. Table 1 sets out the list of projects and the amount of funding 
which were approved under both calls. 

Significant progress is being made on the implementation of the successful projects. To 
date, €31.4 million has been drawn down from the Fund by 66 separate projects.  I look forward 
to further progress in the implementation of projects over the coming weeks and months.

The second call for Category 2 projects relating to project development and enabling initia-
tives closed on 28 February 2020.  My Department is currently engaged in collating the applica-
tions received.   

 Table 1. List of projects which were approved for RRDF Funding under the first and 
second calls.

Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
Great South-
ern Greenway   
Limerick

1 Abbeyfeale,     
Newcastlewest, 
Rathkeale, 
Ardagh

Limerick Limerick   City 
and County   
Council

€2,724,657.00

gteic Hub An 
Spidéal 

1 An   Spidéal Galway Údarás   na 
Gaeltachta

€548,887.00

Ardee Castle 1 Ardee   Castle Louth Louth   County 
Council

€2,147,000.00

Athenry / Bia 
Innovator

1 Athenry Galway Galway   Coun-
ty Council

€3,554,000.00

An Bealach 
Project

1 Ballaghdarreen Roscommon Roscommon   
Integrated   
Development 
Company Ltd

€1,656,750.00

Ballinrobe 
Regeneration

1 Ballinrobe Mayo Mayo   County 
Council

€825,000.00

International 
Mountain Bik-
ing   Project

1 Ballyhoura,   
Coolaney,   
Ticknock, Bal-
linastoe, Slieve 
Blooms

Limerick, Cork, 
Sligo, Dublin,      
Wicklow, Of-
faly, Laois

Coillte €10,262,900.00

Banteer Ame-
nity Project

1 Banteer Cork IRD   Duhallow 
CLG

€1,128,000.00

gteic Hubs 1 Béal   a’ 
Mhuirthead

Mayo Údarás   na 
Gaeltachta

€795,062.00

Borris Railway 
Viaduct

1 Borris Carlow Carlow   Coun-
ty Council

€654,820.00

Boyle Regen-
eration

1 Boyle   Town Roscommon Roscommon   
County Council

€1,705,705.00

Callan Town 
Regeneration

1 Callan   Town Kilkenny Kilkenny   
County   Coun-
cil 

€561,750.00

Castlebayney 
Enterprise 
Centre

1 Castleblayney Monaghan Monaghan   
County Council

€2,138,560.00

An Chistin 
Project

1 Castlerea Roscommon Roscommon   
County Council

€1,545,000.00

Claremorris 
Indoor Sports   
Facility

1 Claremorris Mayo Sligo   LEAD-
ER Partnership   
CLG

€2,100,000.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
Cootehill Indus-
trial Estate

1 Cootehill Cavan Cavan   County   
Council 

€867,174.00

Edgeworth-
stown Regen-
eration

1 Edgeworth-
stown

Longford Longford   
County Council

€1,269,019.00

Athy / Ernest 
Shackleton   
Project

1 Emily   Square, 
Athy

Kildare Kildare   Coun-
ty Council

€2,707,500.00

Emo Court 1 Emo,   Emo 
Court

Laois Office   of Pub-
lic Works

€1,200,000.00

Ennistymon In-
novation Centre

1 Ennistymon Clare Clare   County 
Council

€1,023,300.00

gteic Gaoth 
Dobhair

1 Gaoth   Dobhair Donegal Udaras   na 
Gaeltachta

€1,500,000.00

Glenbrohane 
Local Hub

1 Glenbrohane Limerick Ballyhoura   
Development   
CLG 

€626,369.00

Historic Gra-
nard Motte 
Project

1 Granard Longford Longford   
County Council

€2,872,434.00

Johnstown 
Castle & Gar-
dens

1 Johnstown   
Castle

Wexford TEAGASC €658,696.00

Vandeleur 
Estate

1 Kilrush Clare Clare   County 
Council

€1,720,000.00

Kinsale Library 
Project

1 Kinsale Cork Cork   County 
Council

€2,157,375.00

The Seaworld 
Project

1 Lahinch Clare Clare   County 
Council

€2,860,000.00

Loophead Visi-
tor Attraction

1 Loophead Clare Clare   County 
Council

€868,500.00

Murroe Com-
munity Hub

1 Murroe Limerick Ballyhoura   
Development   
CLG 

€3,816,451.00

National Parks 1 National   Parks   
(multiple)

(6)   Clare; 
Donegal; Gal-
way;     Kerry; 
Mayo; Wicklow

Department   
of Culture,   
Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht

€3,915,000.00

National Centre 
of Excellent   
for Surfing

1 Strandhill Sligo Sligo   County 
Council

€615,752.00

Swan Park 1 Swan   Park, 
Buncrana

Donegal Donegal   
County Council

€1,728,042.00

Thomastown 
Regeneration

1 Thomastown Kilkenny Kilkenny   
County Council

€2,080,486.00

Tipperary Town 
Regeneration

1 Tipperary   
Town

Tipperary Tipperary   
County Council

€600,000.00

Tullycross Resi-
dential   Educa-
tion Centre

1 Tullycross,   
Renvyle

Galway Western   De-
velopment   
Commission

€1,728,000.00

Valentia Trans-
Atlantic Cable   
Station

1 Valentia   Island Kerry Kerry   County 
Council

€1,270,000.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
DigiWest 1 Various Donegal, 

Sligo, Mayo,    
Roscommon

Western   De-
velopment   
Commission

€644,734.00

The Yeats Trail 1 Yeats Trail Sligo Sligo County   
Council

€500,000.00

Virginia Civic 
Centre 

1 Virginia Cavan Cavan   County   
Council 

€3,963,525.00

Virginia Civic 
Centre

1 Virginia Cavan Cavan   County 
Council

€3,963,525.00

Multifunctional 
Performance   
Auditorium at 
Cnoc na Gao-
ithe   Cultural 
Centre, Tulla

1 Tulla Clare Clare   County 
Council

€900,000.00

Briery Gap The-
ater and Library

1 Macroom Cork Cork   County 
Council

€2,000,000.00

Kanturk Regen-
eration - Phase 
1

1 Kanturk Cork Cork   County 
Council

€619,500.00

Killybegs 2040 
- Town Centre   
Regeneration 
Project

1 Killybegs Donegal Donegal   
County Council

€3,631,758.00

Ailt an Chorráin 
(Burtonport)/   
Oilean Árainn 
Mhór (Arran-
more   Island) 
- Harbour to 
Island Regen-
eration

1 Burtonport/Ar-
ranmore Island

Donegal Donegal   
County Council

€3,089,199.00

Regeneration 
Loughrea, 
Breaking   
through

1 Loughrea Galway Galway   Coun-
ty Council

€1,628,879.00

Listowel Food 
Hub

1 Listowel Kerry North   East 
West Kerry   
Development 
NEWKD

€1,365,226.00

Barrow Blue-
way, 46km

1 Barrow   Blue-
way 

Kildare,   Laois Kildare   Coun-
ty Council

€5,067,941.00

The Junction, 
Ballinamore -   
Regeneration of 
Ballinamore

1 Ballinamore Leitrim Leitrim   Coun-
ty Council

€1,728,075.00

Manorhamilton 
Public Realm   
improvement 
works including   
re-imagining 
employment 
and Enterprise   
Lands

1 Manorhamilton Leitrim Leitrim   Coun-
ty Council

€1,613,250.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
The Yard, 
Abbeyshrule -   
Community and 
Economic Hub

1 Abbeyshrule Longford Longford   
County Council

€522,265.71

Áras Scéalta 
an Atlantaigh -   
Visitor Centre 
and Tourism 
Hub

1 Aghleam Mayo Udaras   na 
Gaeltachta

€1,879,350.00

Ballintubber 
Abbey Culture 
and   Heritage 
Visitor Centre

1 Claremorris Mayo Mayo   County 
Council

€2,677,352.00

Clew Bay Gre-
enway Project

1  Mayo Mayo   County 
Council

€1,924,800.00

Trim Library 
and Cultural   
Centre

1 Trim Meath Meath   County 
Council

€3,718,670.00

Kells Creative 
Placemak-
ing   (Phase 1) 
- Kells Court-
house Cultural   
Hub and Kells 
Printworks 
and   Topgraphy 
Centre

1 Kells Meath Meath   County 
Council

€992,834.00

Castleblayney 
Market Square   
Regeneration

1 Castleblaney Monaghan Monaghan   
County Council

€2,611,150.00

Edenderry 
Regeneration - 
Phase 1

1 Edenderry Offaly Offaly   County 
Council

€522,207.00

Life Sciences 
Innovation Hub   
and Soft Land-
ing Space

1 Athlone Roscommon Roscommon   
County Council

€2,751,544.16

Roscrea Enter-
prise, Digital 
and   Social 
Impact Hub

1 Roscrea Tipperary North   Tipper-
ary   Develop-
ment Company

€1,925,546.00

Fetherd Town 
Park

1 Fethard Tipperary Tipperary   
County Council

€2,600,000.00

Templemore 
Town Hall:   
Enterprise and 
Cultutal Centre, 
with   associ-
ated Civic Plaza

1 Templemore Tipperary Tipperary   
County Council

€2,107,500.00

Ireland’s Global 
Garden - Mount   
Congreve Estate

1 Kilmeaden Waterford Waterford   City 
and   County 
Council

€3,726,000.00

Wexfordia - 
the New Ross   
Tourism Trans-
formation

1 New   Ross Wexford Wexford   
County Council

€5,560,000.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
Making Baltin-
glass the Hub 
for   South West 
Wicklow 

1 Baltinglass Wicklow Wicklow   
County   Coun-
cil 

€2,675,226.00

Anne’s Grove 2 Anne’s   Grove Cork OPW €375,000.00
Ardee Regen-
eration

2 Ardee Louth Louth   County 
Council

€526,743.75

Kildare Town 
Centre   Regen-
eration

2 Athy Kildare Kildare   Coun-
ty Council

€80,000.00

Coláiste Ío-
sagáin Campus

2 Baile   Bhuirne/
Coláiste   Ío-
sagáin

Cork Udaras   na 
Gaeltachta

€180,000.00

Baile na 
Fheirtéaraigh   
Development

2 Baile   na Fheir-
téaraigh

Kerry Údarás   na 
Gaeltachta

€292,500.00

Creative Stu-
dios Ballagh-
darreen

2 Ballaghdarreen Roscommon Roscommon   
Integrated   
Development 
Company Ltd

€20,250.00

Altmont House 
and Gardens

2 Ballon Carlow OPW €450,000.00

Ballybay Re-
generation

2 Ballybay Monaghan Monaghan   
County Council

€410,400.00

Kenmare  2  Kenmare  Kerry  Kerry County 
Council

 €275,000* *   
Project can-
celled

Ballydesmond 2 Ballydesmond Cork Cork     County 
Council

€56,250.00

Ballyjamesduff   
Regeneration 
Strategy

2 Ballyjamesduff Cavan Cavan     Coun-
ty Council

€90,000.00

Blackwater   
River Valley

2 Blackwater     
Valley

Waterford Waterford     
Leader Partner-
ship

€128,842.00

Boyne   Navi-
gation and 
Greenway

2 Boyne     Navi-
gation and 
Greenway 

Meath Meath     Coun-
ty Council

€845,250.00

Carrickmacross   
Town Centre 
Renewal

2 Carrickmacross Monaghan Monaghan     
County Council

€632,000.00

The   Clones 
Terminus

2 Cavan     to 
Monaghan

Cavan     to 
Monaghan

Waterways     
Ireland 

€325,000.00

Clones   Regen-
eration

2 Clones Monaghan Monaghan     
County Council

€377,250.00

Cootehill   
Technology 
Park

2 Cootehill Cavan Cavan     Coun-
ty Council

€56,000.00

Digital   In-
novation Hub 
Strategy

2 Cork     County Cork Cork     County 
Council

€206,168.00

Dingle   Work-
house Master-
plan

2 Dingle     Work-
house

Kerry Údarás     na 
Gaeltachta

€415,000.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
Ireland’s   Na-
tional Parks

2 Donegal,     
Mayo, Galway, 
Clare, Kerry, 
Wicklow

Donegal,     
Mayo, Galway, 
Clare, Kerry, 
Wicklow

Department     
of Culture, 
Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht - 
NPWS

€1,466,250.00

Doolin   Pier 2 Doolin Clare Clare     County 
Council 

€465,571.00

Dunmore   Re-
generation

2 Dunmore Galway Galway     
County Council

€960,909.00

Edenderry   
Masterplan

2 Edenderry Offaly Offaly     Coun-
ty Council

€75,000.00

Community   
Facilities En-
field

2 Enfield Meath Meath     Coun-
ty Council

€726,000.00

The   Cliff Bath 
House

2 Enniscrone Sligo Sligo     County 
Council

€131,250.00

Esmonde   
Street Gorey

2 Ferrycarraig     
and the Hook 
Peninsuala

Wexford Wexford     
County Council

€1,087,340.00

Úibh   Ráthach 
Action Plan

2 Gaeltacht     
Uíbh Ráthach/
Iveragh Task-
force

Kerry Údarás     na 
Gaeltachta

€174,351.00

Market   House 
Gorey

2 Gorey Wexford Wexford     
County Council

€429,145.37

Ferrycarraig   
and the Hook 
Peninsuala

2 Gorey Wexford Wexford     
County Council 

€95,224.00

Inis   Cealtra 
Island

2 Inis     Cealtra Clare Clare     County 
Council 

€920,500.00

Kell’s   Heritage 
Development

2 Kells Meath Meath     Coun-
ty Council

€210,000.00

Community   
Shops Kilkenny 

2 Kilkenny Kilkenny Kilkenny     
LEADER Part-
nership

€60,000.00

Ocean   Inno-
vation Centre 
Ireland

2 Killybegs Donegal Letterkenny     
Institute of 
Technology 

€293,436.00

Kinnegad   Re-
generation

2 Kinnegad Westmeath Westmeath     
County Council

€600,000.00

Kinvara   
Boardwalk and 
Walkway

2 Kinvara Galway Galway     
County Council

€124,781.25

Smart   Green 
Mohill

2 Mohill Leitrim Leitrim     
County Council

€37,500.00

Monasterevin   
Town Centre 
Regeneration

2 Monasterevin Kildare Kildare     
County Council

€78,000.00

Geopark   De-
velopment

2 Multi     Loca-
tion

Mayo,     Gal-
way

Geological     
Survey Ireland

€969,387.00

Cycle Network 2 Multi     Loca-
tion

Mayo Mayo     County 
Council 

€75,000.00

Wild   Atlantic 
Way

2 Multiple Clare     / Kerry Fáilte     Ireland €666,300.00
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Project   Title Category Location County Lead Applicant RRDF Funding
Enterprise   Hub 
New Ross

2 New     Ross Wexford Wexford     
County Council

€328,407.00

West   Limerick 
Tourism Gate-
way

2 Newcastle     
West 

Limerick Limerick     
City and County 
Council

€330,000.00

Rathcormac   
Strategy for 
Development

2 Rathormac Cork Avondhu     
Blackwater 
partnership 
CLG

€122,025.00

Trim   Castle 2 Trim Meath OPW €262,500.00
Tuam   Regen-
eration Strategy

2 Tuam Galway Galway     
County Council

€175,000.00

Tourism   Expe-
riences

2 Westport     and 
Cong

Mayo Mayo     County 
Council

€56,000.00 

05/03/2020WRMMM02600Rural Development Programme Funding

05/03/2020WRMMM027001108. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the financial allocations on an annual basis under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 per measure 19 support for LEADER local development; the annual amount ex-
pended on the programme in each year of the programme up to 31 December 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3902/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER, 
which is referred to at EU level as Measure 19 of the Rural Development Programme, has a 
total budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  

€225 million of this budget is allocated as core funding to Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
who deliver the programme and approve projects at local level. This includes €5 million in ad-
ditional funding I allocated to the top 10 performing LAGs in 2019. The balance of €25 million 
is provided for thematic projects which are approved at national level. 

The funding which has been allocated to the LAGs is provided for the duration of the 
LEADER programme, rather than on an annual basis. This provides greater flexibility to the 
LAGs in managing their resources.    

Table 1 outlines the overall expenditure incurred each year to date under the programme.  
The figures reflect expenditure from the LAGs’ core funding as well as expenditure under the 
national thematic schemes.  Expenditure includes the initial costs incurred by the LAGs in 
developing their Local Development Strategies in the early years of the programme, LAG ad-
ministration costs and the cost of their engagement with communities to generate projects, as 
well as project expenditure itself. 

Expenditure and project approvals under LEADER have increased significantly in recent 
years.  At the start of March 2020, a total of 2,771 projects were approved by the LAGs for core 
funding of over €107 million. A further 317 core projects with a combined value of almost €26 
million were at earlier stages of the approvals process. 

In addition, over 100 Food and Co-operation projects have been approved at national level 
under the thematic schemes referred to above.   

Over 40% of approved projects are now complete and have received a Final Payment in 
respect of their project.   
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Table 1: LEADER 2014-2020 Expenditure broken down per year as of 2 March 2020

Total Programme Expenditure per year   
Year Expenditure 
2015 €1,251,185 
2016 €1,260,921 
2017 €12,123,851 
2018 €22,983,713 
2019 €42,307,596 
2020 €7,519,975
Total €87,447,240

05/03/2020WRMMM02900Civil Registration Documentation

05/03/2020WRMMM030001109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans in respect of the stillbirth register and stillbirth certification to be replaced 
with a birth certificate and death certificate in order that stillborn babies can receive State re-
cords of their existence in the same way as others; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2743/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
would like the Deputy to know that I appreciate the sensitivities relating to significant per-
sonal impacts in individual cases in this area. It is important that should any changes be made, 
we must ensure the continued integrity and robustness of the civil registration system, including 
the registers maintained under that system.

The registers that record vital life events are maintained in a manner consistent with interna-
tional norms and ensure that the State’s obligations to keep proper population and public health 
statistics are fulfilled. 

Should a child die, either shortly after birth, or at a later period, their death can be registered 
and a death certificate can be issued. Along with this the Oireachtas has also recognised the 
need for a separate register of stillbirths. This register was established to record the stillbirth of 
a child who had reached a gestational term of 24 weeks or weighs no less than 500 grammes and 
shows no signs of life at birth. This approach is in line with international practice.

Any further changes to the register would require consideration and approval from the Gov-
ernment.

05/03/2020WRMMM03200Direct Provision Data

05/03/2020WRMMM033001110. Deputy Roderic O’Gorman asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount paid annually through the daily expenses allowance since 2000, in tabu-
lar form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3292/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ap-
plicants for International Protection accommodated under the system of Direct Provision op-
erated by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS) of the Department of 
Justice and Equality are provided with full board accommodation and other facilities/services. 

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection administers the daily ex-
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penses allowance (DEA) which is paid to protection applicants who live in the direct provision 
system.  The payment was previously known as direct provision allowance (DPA).

The Government has provided €13.1 million for the allowance in 2020.  The weekly rates 
of payment were increased in Budget 2019 from €21.60 per adult and per child to €38.80 per 
adult and to €29.80 per child.

The tabular statement provides details of expenditure on daily expenses allowance since 
2009.  Expenditure figures for previous years are not available (as the allowance was accounted 
for as part of the basic supplementary welfare allowance scheme).   

Tabular Statement - Expenditure on Daily Expenses Allowance, 2009 – 2020

Year DEA Expenditure  
2009 €7.34m
2010 €6.62m
2011 €5.55m
2012 €3.80m
2013 €3.78m
2014 €3.63m
2015 €3.85m
2016 €3.99m
2017 €4.91m
2018  €6.36m
2019 €11.2m (provisional)
2020 €13.1m (estimate)

05/03/2020WRMMM03500Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

05/03/2020WRMMM036001111. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the measures being taken to implement a Labour Court recommendation issued in 2008 
that a pension scheme be put in place for community employment scheme supervisors; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3874/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM037001133. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a matter (details supplied); if further discussions have taken place with unions 
on the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2877/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM038001172. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to address the issues regarding the pension and gratuity status of community em-
ployment supervisors; her further plans to implement the Labour Court recommendation issued 
in 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3539/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1111, 1133 and 1172 together.

I wish to acknowledge the valuable and dedicated service that Community Employment 
(CE) sponsor organisations provide in running CE Schemes all over the country.  CE supervi-
sors, as employees of these organisations, are an integral part of that good work.  We simply 
could not sustain a lot of our local community services without their work and it is, of course, a 
concern to me that the Supervisors feel compelled to take industrial action.
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The industrial action relates to a claim by CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who 
have been seeking for a number of years, through their union representatives, the allocation of 
Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provi-
sion of a pension scheme.  

Last year my officials and I met with the unions to establish a process for the related discus-
sions and to agree on the terms of reference.  During the meetings that followed, the parties 
undertook a detailed analysis of each of a number of potential solutions tabled, mindful of the 
broader environment in which any solution found would need to operate.

Related discussions have also been taken place between officials from my Department and 
their counterparts in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) and I have 
asked that my officials continue these discussions.

05/03/2020WRMMM04000State Pensions Payments

05/03/2020WRMMM041001112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons in receipt of the State pension, contributory; the amount 
received; the number of persons in receipt of the State pension, non-contributory; the amount 
received in each of the years 2010 to 2019; the projections for the growth in the number of 
pensioners and the amount likely to be issued in pensions in the next number of years in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2576/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
expenditure and recipient numbers for the State Pension Contributory (SPC) and State Pension 
non-Contributory (SPNC) are detailed in Table 1. Expenditure for 2019 is provisional and is 
subject to audit.

The projected number of pensioners and the associated expenditure for these pensioners is 
contingent on policy decisions regarding qualification criteria.  A number of potential scenarios 
were examined in Appendix 7 of the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund (2015). The 
Actuarial Review can be downloaded at https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/bc2427-minister-
doherty-welcomes-publication-of-the-actuarial-review-of-the/ 

Table 2 and Table 3 outline the projected population growth for selected years, and people 
at or above State Pension Age (SPA) as a proportion of the total projected population.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq1112-5-3-2020_en.docx  “>Tables</a>]

05/03/2020WRMMM04300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/03/2020WRMMM044001113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2582/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 14 November 2019.
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It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied 
for the care recipient.

The person concerned was notified on 8 January 2020 of this decision, the reasons for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

According to the records of the Department, he has not exercised either right.

If the person concerned wishes to request an appeal or a review and has further evidence to 
support his request, this request and evidence should be submitted.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

05/03/2020WRMMM04600State Pension (Non-Contributory)

05/03/2020WRMMM047001114. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason the non-contributory pension of a person (details supplied) was reduced from 
€184 to €152 per week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2586/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
State pension non-contributory is a means-tested payment for people aged 66 and over, ha-
bitually residing in the State, who do not qualify for a state pension contributory, or who only 
qualify for a reduced rate contributory pension based on their social insurance record. 

For the purposes of the means-test, it is necessary at the outset for applicants to provide full 
details of any income(s), assets, savings and investments they hold.  Following the award of 
pension, a reporting obligation continues to apply whereby the pension recipient (and, where 
relevant, their qualified adult dependant, personal representative or agent) must notify the De-
partment in a timely manner of any change in their circumstances that may impact on their 
pension entitlement. 

The person concerned requested a review of their state pension non-contributory on 4 March 
2019.  On review of the person’s weekly means at that time, the Deciding Officer established 
that their weekly means had increased, resulting in a reduction in their weekly pension entitle-
ment effective from 26 July 2019.

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 9 July 2019, together with the reasons 
for the decision and notified of their right, if dissatisfied with the decision, to request a review 
of the decision, or to appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.  
The person concerned subsequently appealed the decision.  The decision was upheld on appeal 
and the person was notified of this by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 23 January 2020. 

It is open to the person concerned to notify any change in their circumstances and request 
a further review of their state pension by writing to:  State pension (non-contributory) sec-
tion, Social Welfare Services, College Road, Sligo F91 T384.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRMMM04900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

05/03/2020WRMMM050001115. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2588/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 13 January 2020.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  On 6 
February 2020 the case was referred to an Appeals Officer  who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRMMM05200Disability Allowance Appeals

05/03/2020WRMMM053001116. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [2590/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 13 January 2020.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 6 February 2020 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRMMM05500Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRMMM056001117. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [2591/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
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Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 16 November 2019.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The evidence submitted in support of the application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 22 January 2020 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested an appeal of this decision on 13 February 2020. This re-
quest was referred to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) on 13 February 2020 for their 
attention. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRMMM05800Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/03/2020WRMMM059001118. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a domiciliary care allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [2592/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
all of the available evidence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way 
of a summary decision.  The person concerned was notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision 
on 21 February 2020.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRMMM06100Widow’s Pension Eligibility

05/03/2020WRMMM062001119. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a life pension awarded to coal miners who suffered loss of faculty passes to the spouse 
after their death as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2597/20]

05/03/2020WRMMM06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Death Benefit Pension/Widow’s Occupational Injury Pension is payable in cases when a person 
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dies as a result of an occupational accident or prescribed occupational disease, or if immedi-
ately before death they were in receipt of a Disablement Pension for a loss of faculty of 50% or 
higher, their widow, widower or surviving civil partner may be entitled to a Death Benefit Pen-
sion. A Death Benefit Pension is payable at a higher rate than a standard Widow/er’s/Surviving 
Civil Partner Contributory Pension.

They would also qualify for a Death Benefit Funeral Grant of €850.00. Fuel Allowance, 
Living Alone Allowance and Free Schemes are also payable provided the conditions pertaining 
to the different schemes are satisfied.

I am advised that there is no record of an application having being received from the spouse 
of the person concerned. I have therefore arranged for an application form for Death Benefits 
under the Occupational Injuries Scheme to issue to the person’s spouse on 28/02/2020. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN00200Social Welfare Eligibility

05/03/2020WRNNN003001120. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the entitlements for persons between 66 and 67 years of age in view of the increase in 
the retirement age (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2614/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2011 provided for an increase in the age for qualification for 
the State pension from 66 years to 67 years from 2021. 

Social welfare legislation states that jobseekers payments may be made until a person reach-
es pensionable age and also provides that the definition of “pensionable age” will increase as 
State pension age increases.  This means that a person over 65 years and in receipt of jobseek-
ers benefit will generally continue to receive benefit (even if it was due to exhaust after 9 or 6 
months dependant on the PRSI contributions paid) until they reach State pension age if they 
continue to satisfy the rules of the jobseeker’s benefit scheme.  Similarly, people who retire on 
or after 1 January 2021 before reaching the State pension age of 67  who qualify for jobseeker’s 
benefit and have at least 156 PRSI contribution weeks paid may continue to receive a jobseek-
ers payment until pension age.

There is no statutory retirement age in Ireland and the age at which employees retire is a 
matter for the contract of employment between them and their employer. While such a contract 
may have been entered into with a retirement age of 65 in the context of previous State pension 
arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the employer and employee agreeing to increase 
the duration of employment by one or more years if both parties agree.   

 Any changes to the above would require consideration in the overall policy and budgetary 
context, and would require Government approval.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN00500Departmental Staff Data

05/03/2020WRNNN006001121. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of staff employed at a location (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2637/20]
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05/03/2020WRNNN00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is required to operate within a staff ceiling figure and a commensurate administra-
tive staffing budget.

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new demands 
across a wide range of services.  This is to ensure that the best use is made of available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department.

At the end of January 2020 there were a total of 34 (32.43 FTE) staff employed in my De-
partment’s office in Portlaoise.  The figure for full time equivalents (FTE) takes account of staff 
that avail of work-share options.

05/03/2020WRNNN00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRNNN009001122. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [2639/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

My department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 6 February 
2019.  

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and is likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satis-
fied in respect of the care recipient.

The person concerned was notified on 16 May 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of his application.

The outcome of the review was that the decision still stood; review no change. The person 
concerned was notified of the outcome on 23 September 2019, the reason for it and of his right 
of appeal. 

My department was notified that the person concerned had appealed this decision to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) and a submission was prepared and forwarded to the 
SWAO on 24 October 2019.
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As a result of an Appeals Officer’s decision, CA was awarded to the person concerned on 12 
February 2020 with effect from 7 February 2019. The first payment issued to his nominated post 
office on 20 February 2020. 

Arrears for the period 7 February 2019 to 19 February 2020 were issued by cheque on 12 
February 2020. 

The person concerned was notified of this on 12 February 2020.

A further review of this award took place on 27 February 2020 and full rate of CA was 
awarded from 23 May 2019. 

The first full rate payment will issue to his nominated post office on 5 March 2020. 

Arrears due from 23 May 2019 to 4 March 2020 will issue shortly. 

The person concerned was notified of this on 27 February 2020.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN01100Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRNNN012001123. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [2641/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 15 May 2019.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week up to 31   December 2019 and 18.5 hours from 1 January 2020, provided 
that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that adequate care has been provided 
for the care recipient in their absence.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this condition had not been satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 16 September 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested an appeal of this decision and provided further supporting 
documentation to confirm her hours of employment had reduced from week ending 29 Septem-
ber 2019.  

A review took place before the application was sent for appeal and the application was 
awarded to the person concerned on 3 December 2019 with effect from 26 September 2019. The 
first payment issued to her nominated bank account on 5 December 2019.  

Arrears due from 26 September 2019 to 11 December 2019 issued to the person con-
cerned nominated bank account on 12 December 2019.   
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The person concerned was notified on 3 December 2019 of this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN01400Disablement Benefit

05/03/2020WRNNN015001124. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to ensure the cuts to the disablement pension made during the recession are re-
versed at the next possible opportunity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2646/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Dis-
ablement Benefit is one of the benefits payable under the Occupational Injuries scheme to an 
insured person who suffers a loss of physical or mental faculty as a result of an occupational 
accident or prescribed occupational disease.  It is medically assessed to determine the loss of 
faculty which can range from 1 to 100 per cent.  Injuries or diseases sustained since 1 January 
2012 results in a payment where the level of disablement is at least 15%. Before then, payment 
could be made where the level of disablement went from 1% to 100%.  Disablement Benefit 
may be paid as a once off gratuity or in the form of a disablement pension. 

The maximum rate of disablement pension (for 100% loss of faculty) increased over the 
years from its inception in 1967 to a height of €235.40 per week in 2009.  The rate was reduced 
to €219.00 per week for the years 2011 to 2016 inclusive.  However. it has been increased again 
in successive Social Welfare Acts in 2017, 2018 and 2019 and it is now €234 per week.

The Department regularly reviews its supports and payments schemes to ensure that they 
continue to meet their objectives.  Any change to the current arrangements for disablement pen-
sion would have to be considered in an overall policy and budgetary context.

05/03/2020WRNNN01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRNNN018001125. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application appeal by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2651/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing, decided to disallow the 
appeal of the person concerned on 16 December 2019.

Under social welfare legislation the decision of an Appeals Officer is generally final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or 
new facts.  I am advised that the person concerned subsequently submitted additional evidence 
and that the Appeals Officer agreed to review the appeal decision on foot of this additional 
evidence.  Regrettably, the Appeals Officer did not find any new facts or fresh evidence which 
warranted a revision of their earlier decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the 
outcome of the Appeals Officer’s review of their decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  
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05/03/2020WRNNN02000State Pension (Contributory) Appeals

05/03/2020WRNNN021001126. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the rate of pension a person (details supplied) is in receipt of; if her attention has 
been drawn to correspondence in relation to missing contributions from the person’s record; if 
the inclusion of same will alter the pension rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[2664/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 9 June 2016 and was awarded a 
pension at 90% of the maximum rate with effect from their 66th birthday.

Their pension entitlement was subsequently reviewed in February 2019 under a new total 
contributions approach to pension calculation which includes provision for homecaring peri-
ods. The person concerned indicated that they had not been a primary carer, and their pension 
entitlement remained unchanged. 

Following correspondence received from the person concerned regarding their social insur-
ance record from 1969 to 1972, the matter was referred to my Department’s Central Records 
Section for a review of contributions for that period. Additional information was requested 
from the person concerned on 8 January 2020.  A reply to this correspondence was received 
in Central Records on 3 February 2020 and the matter has been referred to a Social Welfare 
Inspector for further investigation.

When the investigation is complete, the person’s contribution record will be reviewed on 
foot of the Social Welfare Officer’s report.  A review of their State pension (contributory) en-
titlement can then be carried out and the person concerned will be notified in writing of the 
outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN02300State Pension (Non-Contributory)

05/03/2020WRNNN024001127. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a person in receipt of the disability allowance and who due to their age is 
transferred to the State pension (non-contributory), can have their weekly payment reduced 
(details supplied); the further reason persons with disabilities are financially disadvantaged on 
age grounds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2683/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial welfare legislation provides that in determining the eligibility of an applicant for a social 
assistance scheme, all income, assets and property (apart from their main residence) that the 
applicant (and his or her spouse/civil-partner/cohabitant) holds, is assessable for the purposes 
of the applicable means test.  While some elements of the means testing arrangements are com-
mon to all schemes, there are other elements which vary from scheme to scheme.

The means tests for certain social assistance schemes, such as disability allowance and state 
pension non-contributory, allow for a certain amount of income and savings to be disregarded 
in the calculation of a person’s weekly means.  How means are assessed depends on the spe-
cific scheme conditions and applicable social welfare legislation.

Disability allowance is a scheme for people who are of working age (16 and upwards), who 
have a legal right to reside and are habitually residing in the State, and who have a disability 
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that prevents them from taking up full-time employment.  The capital and income disregards in 
place for disability allowance are intended to encourage and incentivise those recipients who 
can and want to take up employment.  The income disregard aims to ensure that people with 
disabilities can participate in work while retaining a proportion of their social welfare payment, 
while the capital disregard ensures that they are not penalised for building up a reasonable 
amount of savings with the additional income gained from employment.  

State pension non-contributory is a means-tested payment for people aged 66 and over, who 
have a legal right to reside and are habitually residing in the State, and who do not qualify for 
a state pension contributory, or only qualify for a reduced rate contributory pension, based on 
their social insurance record.  

No disability criteria applies in the case of state pension non-contributory.  However, 
where a person in receipt of disability allowance immediately before their 66th birthday quali-
fies for state pension non-contributory, social welfare legislation provisions protect against any 
negative financial impact due to the differing means tests for the respective schemes.  In this 
way, a state pension non-contributory claimant can be paid at the same rate as their disability al-
lowance payment entitlement applicable immediately before turning age 66.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN02600Public Services Card

05/03/2020WRNNN027001128. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the actions she has taken to comply with the Data Protection Commissioner regard-
ing public services cards in view of the fact that the commissioner has lodged an enforcement 
notice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2701/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The Department has filed an appeal against the Enforcement Notice within the timeframe pro-
vided to do so.  As the matter is now before the Courts, it would be inappropriate to make any 
further comment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRNNN02900Social Welfare Fraud Data

05/03/2020WRNNN030001129. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 681 of 17 December 2019, if any of the 31 
suspect cases that have been concluded with no issues with regard to identity have led to litiga-
tion and or legal proceedings in view of the fact no fraud was detected; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [2703/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Where my Department examines cases of suspected identify fraud and, following investiga-
tion, finds that there are no issues with regard to identity, no further action is taken. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRNNN03200Disability Allowance Applications
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05/03/2020WRNNN033001130. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a disability payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2746/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following the submission of further medical evidence by the per-
son concerned, their case has been reviewed and they have been awarded disability allowance 
with effect from 21 August 2019.  The first payment will be made on 11 March 2020. 

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN03500Carer’s Support Grant

05/03/2020WRNNN036001131. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) in Cork City has been denied a carer’s support 
grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2749/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment made to full-time carers.

The person concerned applied for a Grant in respect of her sister-in-law.  The person con-
cerned advised that she provided 2 hours care, on 5 days each week. I am advised that the 
person’s claim was refused on the ground that this was not regarded as sufficient to meet the 
care requirement of the scheme.  I am further advised that the person unsuccessfully appealed 
this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  Written notification of the decision of the 
Appeals Officer was sent to her in May 2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

05/03/2020WRNNN03800Community Employment Schemes Operation

05/03/2020WRNNN039001132. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the career and job pathways for persons who complete community employment 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2819/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of disad-
vantaged and unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportunities for 
them within their communities.  The programme helps break the cycle of unemployment and 
improves a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.  Participation on CE is intended 
to be for a temporary fixed-term period.  

CE participants, as well as gaining valuable work experience can also, and are encouraged 
to, work towards a major educational and training awards to enhance their employability in the 
labour market.  If  a participant avails of such opportunities he or she can seek to extend their 
participation by up to two years to enable them to reach the required standard of qualification.  
This can be a very worthwhile pathway to securing qualifications that will help secure full-time 
and sustainable employment.
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Other pathways are also available to CE participants to help secure employment.  CE partic-
ipants can avail of Training and Support Grants, which provides for quick access to short-term 
training or related interventions (for example, to obtain/renew certification/permits) for those 
who have identified work opportunities or where Intreo case officers have identified immediate 
skills gaps that could be an obstacle to taking up employment.  

CE participants who have finished employment on a CE scheme will be referred to the 
Department’s Intreo employment support service which will provide them with career advice, 
assistance with CV and interview preparation and support and, advice in respect of starting a 
new business.   The Department can provide supports to such jobseekers, such as the Back to 
Work Enterprise Allowance, which provide a monetary incentive for people who are on social 
welfare payments to develop a business while allowing them to retain a reducing proportion of 
their qualifying social welfare payment over two years).

 The Department can also provide incentives to employers, such as through the JobsPlus 
scheme, which provide monthly payments to qualifying employers to offset wage costs where 
they employ jobseekers.  

  Question No. 1133 answered with Question No. 1111.

05/03/2020WRNNN04200Carer’s Allowance Data

05/03/2020WRNNN043001134. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the waiting times for the processing of the applications for carer’s allowance and carer’s 
benefit; the number of applications waiting by county, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [2878/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-
time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers, ensuring 
that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as pos-
sible. 

Processing times vary across schemes, depending on the different qualification criteria.  
Schemes that require a high level of documentary evidence from the customer, particularly 
in the case of illness-related schemes, can take longer to process.  Similarly, means-tested 
payments also require more detailed investigation and interaction with the applicant, thereby 
lengthening the decision-making process.  Delays can also arise if information is required from 
social security organisations in other jurisdictions and where additional information has been 
requested from the applicant but remains outstanding. 

Claim processing is kept under active review. The target for the CA scheme is to process 70% 
of claims in 12 weeks. The average processing time for CA at the end of February was 10 weeks 
and 73% of claims were processed within 12 weeks. The average time taken to award a CARB 
claim in the same period was 9 weeks.

I have attached a breakdown of the number of applications in process by county in tabular 
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form.

Table: Carers Allowance / Benefit claims awaiting decision 31 October 2019 vs 29 Feb-
ruary 2020

- Carers Allow-
ance

Carer’s Ben-
efit

- 31 October 
2019 

29 February 
2020

 31 October 
2019

29 February 
2020

Carlow 67 41 Carlow 4 14
Cavan 100 49 Cavan 12 13
Clare 95 36 Clare 13 20
Cork 441 208 Cork 79 85
Donegal 202 102 Donegal 32 28
Dublin 986 471 Dublin 166 131
Galway 209 147 Galway 35 47
Kildare 163 86 Kildare 28 37
Kilkenny 75 35 Kilkenny 12 11
Kerry 147 86 Kerry 29 33
Laois 84 47 Laois 9 10
Leitrim 34 18 Leitrim 3 5
Limerick 219 112 Limerick 29 28
Longford 51 30 Longford 2 7
Louth 138 70 Louth 25 25
Mayo 137 65 Mayo 18 20
Meath 127 67 Meath 29 30
Monaghan 49 25 Monaghan 6 15
Offaly 111 51 Offaly 14 15
Roscommon 73 49 Roscommon 16 15
Sligo 65 28 Sligo 9 15
Tipperary 204 107 Tipperary 15 20
Unknown 91 0 Unknown 0 0
Waterford 115 73 Waterford 11 14
Westmeath 94 54 Westmeath 12 11
Wexford 154 101 Wexford 19 13
Wicklow 122 52 Wicklow 13 12
Outside the 
state 

4 1 Outside the 
state 

6 7

Total 4266 2211 Total 646 681

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRNNN04500Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRNNN046001135. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2897/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
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habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 2 October 2019.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week up to 31 December 2019 or 18.5 hours per week from 1 January 2020, 
provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that adequate care has been 
provided for the care recipient in their absence.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care. 

The person concerned was notified on 8 January 2020 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

05/03/2020WRNNN04800Working Family Payment Appeals

05/03/2020WRNNN049001136. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an appeal lodged in July 2019 will be expedited for a person (details supplied); the status 
of the matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2908/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an income tested, in-work payment which provides ad-
ditional financial support to employees on low earnings with children relative to family size.

The person concerned was awarded WFP on 15 July 2019.

They appealed the rate of WFP awarded and their appeal was submitted to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) for determination.

Following a successful appeal to the SWAO, the Department’s decision of 15 July 2019 was 
revised accordingly. The revised Appeals Officer’s decision was implemented on 08 January 
2020.

The Department notified the person concerned of the revised decision on 08 January 2020. 

All arrears owing were issued to their selected financial account on 16 January 2020. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 08 January 2020.

05/03/2020WRNNN05100Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

05/03/2020WRNNN052001137. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the average waiting period by county or district for oral hearings to be held and final deci-
sions to be made in respect of appeals lodged with the Social Welfare Appeals Office, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2915/20]
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05/03/2020WRNNN05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office does not maintain statistics on a county by county or 
district basis in relation to appeal processing and, therefore, it is not in a position to supply that 
specific information. 

Significant efforts and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeal process in re-
cent years.  As a result, appeal processing times in respect of all schemes improved between 
2018 and 2019 from 30 weeks for an oral hearing in 2018 to 26.9 weeks in 2019.  There has 
been further improvement for January 2020 with an oral hearing decision taking 25.6 weeks.  
The processing time is measured from the date the appeal is registered until the date the deci-
sion is issued and includes the time taken for the Department to respond to the statements made 
by the appellant in their appeal. 

Appeal processing times for the year 2019 and for January 2020 for all schemes are set out 
in the attached tables.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-05_pq1137-05-03-20_en.docx”>Appeal processing times for the year 2019 and 
for January 2020</a>]

05/03/2020WRNNN05400Pension Provisions

05/03/2020WRNNN055001138. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an independent review group will be established within her Department to assess 
the level and impact of cuts suffered by all categories of members in a pension scheme (details 
supplied) due to changes in legislation and in particular the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 
2014, and subsequent reductions in members’ benefits; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [2942/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Deputy will appreciate that I cannot intervene in, or comment on, the pension arrangements ap-
plying to a particular pension scheme as such arrangements are a matter for the pension scheme 
trustees, the companies participating in the scheme, the scheme members and the Pensions 
Authority.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRNNN05700State Pensions

05/03/2020WRNNN058001139. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to establish a stakeholder forum on the State pension age and reform of 
same in the coming months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [2961/20]

05/03/2020WRNNN05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
My Department has committed to conducting research into pension ages across the EU and 
engaging with key stakeholders including the trade unions, in making recommendations and 
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reporting on the appropriate State Pension Age to ensure adequate and sustainable pension pro-
vision, in compliance with Section 26 of the Social Welfare (No 2) Act of 2019.

The establishment of a stakeholder forum is a matter that would require consideration and 
approval from Government.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO00200Pension Provisions

05/03/2020WROOO003001140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of voluntary contributions by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [2964/20]

05/03/2020WROOO00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned will reach pension age in April 2020.  They have not applied for state pension 
(contributory).  It is not possible to determine a person’s entitlement to pension in the absence 
of a completed application form. 

They should submit an application for state pension (contributory) without delay.  Upon 
receipt of their application, their contribution record will be fully investigated and they will be 
notified of the outcome.

Their application for the means-tested, residency-based State pension (non-contributory) 
was received by my Department on 27 January 2020 and is currently under investigation. 

If it is determined that the person concerned satisfies the qualifying conditions for both the 
State pension (contributory) and the State pension (non-contributory), they will be awarded 
whichever is the more financially beneficial.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WROOO006001141. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on an application for a domiciliary care allowance by a 
person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [2995/20]

05/03/2020WROOO00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This domiciliary care allowance application has been finalised.  
The person concerned was notified in a letter dated 27th February 2020 that domiciliary care 
allowance has been awarded from the 1st November 2019.  Arrears due from November 2019 
to February 2020 will issue with the March 2020 payment on the 16th March 2020. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WROOO00800Social Welfare Appeals Status

05/03/2020WROOO009001142. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
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the matter. [3000/20]

05/03/2020WROOO01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
all of the available evidence, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by way 
of a summary decision on 12 February 2020.  The person concerned was notified of that deci-
sion.  Under social welfare legislation the decision of the Appeals Officer is generally final and 
conclusive and may only be reviewed by an Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new 
facts, or where there has been a change of circumstances which has come to notice since the 
date of the Appeals Officer’s original decision.  

I am advised that the person concerned has submitted additional evidence and that the Ap-
peals Officer has agreed to review the case.  The person concerned will be notified when the 
review of the appeal decision has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO01100Personal Public Service Numbers

05/03/2020WROOO012001143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a PPS number will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) who is the 
holder of a stamp 4 visa and requires a PPS number; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [3041/20]

05/03/2020WROOO01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that the Department has no record of an application for a Personal Public Services 
Number (PPSN) in respect of this individual.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO01400Personal Public Service Numbers

05/03/2020WROOO015001144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a PPS number will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3042/20]

05/03/2020WROOO01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that the Department has no record of an application for a Personal Public Services 
Number (PPSN) in respect of this individual.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO01700Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

05/03/2020WROOO018001145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for the adult dependent allowance in respect 
of that person’s spouse; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3043/20]
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05/03/2020WROOO01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned has been awarded Illness Benefit from 24/01/2020.  Illness Benefit is not pay-
able for the first six days of this claim, excluding Sunday. 

The person concerned is in receipt of the maximum Personal and Qualified Adult Depen-
dant rates. The person concerned has been paid up to and including 27/02/2020 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO02000Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WROOO021001146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the basis on which it is proposed to refuse jobseeker’s allowance in the case of a 
person (details supplied); if reference has been made to issues that might be helpful to the case; 
if this inquiry can be taken as notice of appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3058/20]

05/03/2020WROOO02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was informed by a decision letter dated 10/2/2020 that she was not entitled to 
a Jobseeker’s Allowance payment as she had stated she was not available to take up full-time 
work; that she had not made reasonable efforts to find full-time work, and had not shown that 
her means are less than the weekly rate of Jobseeker’s Allowance appropriate to her family 
circumstances.

If the person concerned wishes to seek a review of this decision, then any facts or evidence 
in support of the appeal should be submitted by her to her local Intreo Centre.  A Deciding Of-
ficer will then be in a position to review the decision.  

Alternatively an appeal can be made to Social Welfare Appeals Office, D’Olier House, 
D’Olier Street,Dublin 2.  An appeals form was sent to the person concerned on 4/3/2020. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO02300State Pension (Non-Contributory) Applications

05/03/2020WROOO024001147. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied). [3066/20]

05/03/2020WROOO02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for State pension non-contributory was received from the person concerned on 16 
May 2019.  The case was referred to an Inspector of the Department on 23 May 2019 to inter-
view the applicant and provide a means report. 

The Inspector interviewed the person concerned on a number of occasions and on 1 Octo-
ber 2019 requested further information and sought a further interview.  The person concerned 
notified the Inspector that they were going away for a number of weeks.  The Inspector made 
subsequent efforts to contact and visit the applicant.  No response was received from the person 
concerned.    

The case was returned to the Deciding Officer on 28 November 2019.  The claim was disal-
lowed as the person’s eligibility for pension could not be assessed; the person failed to make 
themselves available for interview by the Department’s Inspector and failed to provide the 
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required information.  

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 10 December 2019, the reasons for 
the decision and their right, if dissatisfied with the decision, to request a review of the decision, 
or to appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.  There is no record 
of an appeal made against the decision. 

It remains open to the person concerned to contact the State pension (non contributory) sec-
tion, at Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, College Road, Sligo, if they 
now wish to make themselves available for interview and provide the required information in 
order to assess their eligibility for pension. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO02600Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

05/03/2020WROOO027001148. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to change the qualification criteria for the telephone allowance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3072/20]

05/03/2020WROOO02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Telephone Support Allowance (TSA) is a weekly payment of €2.50.  Approximately 131,000 
customers are in receipt of the TSA payment.  The estimated full year cost of the scheme is over 
€17 million.  

To receive the allowance a customer of my Department must be in receipt of a qualifying 
payment and also in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance and the Fuel Allowance. 

The primary objective of the TSA is to allow the most vulnerable people at risk of isolation, 
including the elderly and those with disabilities, access to personal alarms or phones for secu-
rity.  Therefore the criteria for the allowance were framed in order to direct the limited resources 
available to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  

The schemes operated by my Department are constantly reviewed.  Any decision to change 
their qualifying criteria would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary nego-
tiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO02900Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

05/03/2020WROOO030001149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a person (details supplied) can transfer from jobseeker’s allowance to mater-
nity benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3083/20]

05/03/2020WROOO03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ma-
ternity benefit is payable when a woman on maternity leave from work has the required number 
of paid PRSI contributions/credits on their social insurance record and has paid a class A contri-
bution within 16 weeks of the end of the week in which their baby is due.  The three most recent 
complete calendar years are considered along with the current year when determining eligibility 
to maternity benefit.  According to the record held in the Department, the person concerned is 
not currently in employment and does not have sufficient PRSI contributions/credits in these 
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years to qualify for the benefit.

I am advised that there is no record of a Maternity Benefit application having been received 
from the person concerned. If the personal would like to have her particular case reviewed in 
more detail, she can submit an application.  However, based on the information to hand, I am 
advised that it is unlikely that she will qualify for the benefit.

It should be noted that she may be entitled to continue to receive jobseekers allowance dur-
ing her period of confinement and after the birth of her baby.  Information in relation to this will 
be available at her local Intreo centre.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO03200Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

05/03/2020WROOO033001150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which entitlement to carer’s allowance in respect of two children has 
been determined in a case (details supplied); when such a determination was made; if the matter 
will be fully reviewed in an effort to ascertain when payment will be made; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3084/20]

05/03/2020WROOO03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

The person concerned was in receipt of CA for one care recipient only. This payment was in 
place from 22 May 2014 until it was stopped on 13 February 2019.

During the course of a review of entitlement to CA, it was determined that the person con-
cerned had not notified the Department of changes in their financial circumstances.  When De-
partment officials requested documentation pertaining to these changes, the person concerned 
failed to supply them. 

On 13 November 2018, the person concerned was notified that their entitlement to CA from 
22 May 2014 to date was under review and that should a Deciding Officer decide that she was 
not entitled to CA during that period or that she was entitled to lower rates than was paid, she 
would be liable to refund any monies paid to which she was not entitled. She was offered the 
opportunity to furnish any statement or evidence she felt was appropriate to the matter.

On 7 February 2019, a Deciding Officer reviewed all the evidence and decided that the per-
son concerned was no longer entitled to CA as she had failed to show that her means were not 
less than the statutory limit and had failed to supply documentation that was requested from her.  
In addition it was decided that she was not entitled to CA from 1 December 2016 to 13 February 
2019 for the same reasons.

As a result, it was further decided that she had been overpaid an amount of money which she 
is liable to refund to the Department.

The person concerned was notified on 7 February 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WROOO03500Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

05/03/2020WROOO036001151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the position regarding a domiciliary care allowance appeal in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3087/20]

05/03/2020WROOO03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that only one appeal by the person concerned was 
received in that office in respect of Domiciliary Care Allowance.  An Appeals Officer, having 
fully considered all of the available evidence, decided to allow the appeal by way of a summary 
decision on 22 January 2020.  The person concerned was notified of the Appeals Officer’s deci-
sion.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO03800Social Welfare Overpayments

05/03/2020WROOO039001152. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the way in which it transpired that a person (details supplied) who is deemed to have 
incurred an overpayment from her Department, which apparently arose from a name correction 
from the original; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3108/20]

05/03/2020WROOO04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned purporting to be an Angolan national, of a certain name and date of birth, en-
tered the State in or around 2006.  He was allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) 
and held a Garda National Immigration Bureau Card Stamp 4.  The person concerned was in 
receipt of a Jobseeker’s Allowance payment from January 2014 to January 2019.  

In September 2018, the Client Identify Services section within my Department, informed 
the Community Welfare Officer in Maynooth that the Department of Justice & Equality had 
confirmed that the person concerned had a different name and date of birth.  A decision was 
taken to allocate the person concerned a new PPSN in his true identity. 

The person concerned was informed by the Department of Justice & Equality – Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) on 18/6/ 2018 that the rights of residency that he had 
accumulated between 10/12/13 and 18/6/18 would not be regarded as “reckonable residency” 
for citizenship or other purposes.  As a result of this decision an overpayment was assessed. I 
am advised that a Natural Justice letter was issued to the person concerned on 1/10/19 and again 
on 14/11/ 19, giving the person concerned the right to appeal.  No appeal was received.   

In November 2019, the person concerned informed the Deciding Officer of other issues 
that could affect his entitlement to payment.  I am advised that the Deciding Officer recently 
requested the person concerned to supply this Department with appropriate evidence of these 
matters.  It was also recommended that he inform the Department of Justice & Equality.  

I am advised that to date there has been no response from the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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05/03/2020WROOO04100Back to Education Allowance

05/03/2020WROOO042001153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) has an ongoing entitlement to the back to education al-
lowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3109/20]

05/03/2020WROOO04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to the records of my Department, an application for a Back to Education Allowance has 
not been received from person concerned.  It is open to the person concerned to apply for a Back 
to Education Allowance.  He can contact his local Intreo Centre where information is available 
on all schemes and services offered by my Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO04400Disability Allowance

05/03/2020WROOO045001154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the appropriate illness or disability payment in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3137/20]

05/03/2020WROOO04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): In order to establish the correct entitlement to Disability Allow-
ance (DA) for the person concerned, they were requested to supply supporting documentation 
on 14 January 2020. This information is required by the deciding officer in order to carry out a 
review of her entitlement.  

No information was supplied and on 2 March 2020 a further request for the supporting 
documentation was sent to this lady. On receipt of this information a decision will be made and 
the person concerned will be notified of the outcome of her review.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO04700Domiciliary Care Allowance

05/03/2020WROOO048001155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the position in regard to domiciliary care allowance in respect of two children in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3138/20]

05/03/2020WROOO04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This lady was notified on the 29th January 2020 that her Domicili-
ary Care Allowance was awarded on appeal from the 1st June 2019.

Arrears due for this period issued with her February 2020 payment on the 18th February 
2020. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WROOO05000Social Welfare Overpayments

05/03/2020WROOO051001156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the circumstances in which it is assumed that an overpayment of jobseeker’s al-
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lowance had taken place in the case of a person (details supplied); the extent to which current 
weekly deductions are being made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3139/20]

05/03/2020WROOO05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was in receipt of a jobseeker payment that included an increase in respect of 
a Qualified Adult from 5th February 2018 to 28th August 2018.  

Persons in receipt of means-tested payments are obliged to inform the Department of any 
change in their means or circumstances which may affect the rate of payment. 

During the course of review of the person’s entitlement, it came to light that the person’s 
spouse was in employment. My Department wrote to the person 31st August 2018 to inform 
them of the potential overpayment and offered an opportunity to comment within 14 days, but 
the person did not do so.

A revised decision on the person’s entitlement to a jobseeker payment was issued on 9th 
November 2018.  This letter explained the reason for the decision and outlined how the over-
payment was calculated.  This correspondence was returned to my Department by An Post, 
noting that the person concerned no longer resided at the address provided.  As my Department 
did not have a forwarding address for the person, this notification could not be re-issued to the 
customer at that time.  

Deductions in respect of the overpayment have not yet commenced. My Department is 
happy to write to the person concerned at the address provided by the Deputy or, alternatively, 
the customer can contact the local Intreo Centre to discuss the overpayment.

05/03/2020WROOO05300Carer’s Benefit Applications

05/03/2020WROOO054001157. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for carer’s benefit in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3156/20]

05/03/2020WROOO05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for 
a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people. 

An application for CARB was received on 14 February 2020 from the person concerned.

To qualify the carer must satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they 
are providing full-time care and attention and must show that the care recipient requires full-
time care and attention.

The evidence submitted in support of this application has been examined and the deciding 
officer has written out to the person concerned requesting further documentation.

When this information has been returned the claim will then be processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WROOO05600Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

05/03/2020WROOO057001158. Deputy Frankie Feighan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection the way in which a person (details supplied) qualified for the optical benefit and hearing 
aids under the treatment benefit scheme between the ages of 25 and 65 years, but at 66 years 
of age, with more than 260 PRSI contributions, cannot apply for the benefits, which are now 
required; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3170/20]

05/03/2020WROOO05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
order to qualify for treatment benefit, including optical, dental and hearing aid benefit, a PRSI 
contributor must satisfy a number of conditions. These include, for those aged between 25 and 
65 years, having a total of 260 paid contributions at class A/E/H/P or S since entering insurable 
employment and having at least 39 reckonable contributions paid or credited in the relevant tax 
year their claim is based on, which is currently 2018.  Alternatively they can qualify if they have 
26 paid contributions in the relevant tax year and the tax year immediately before. 

Anyone who qualifies for treatment benefit at any age between 60 and 66 years, remain 
qualified for life.

The person concerned does not meet this criteria. Although he has the required 260 paid 
contributions, he does not have 39 reckonable contributions paid or credited (or the alternative 
26/26) in any of the years from 2011 to 2018, which are the relevant tax years on which his 
entitlement would be based. As a result, he does not satisfy the conditions for treatment benefit 
under the Department’s PRSI scheme.  

However, if he is the holder of a medical card he may have an entitlement to treatment under 
the HSE scheme.  If this is the case he should contact his local HSE health office for advice.  

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WROOO05900Illness Benefit Payments

05/03/2020WROOO060001159. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a backdated illness benefit for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3227/20]

05/03/2020WROOO06100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department received an Illness Benefit claim from the person 
concerned on the 11th April 2019. This claim was awarded and payment backdated 6 months 
from 12th November 2018 to 16th May 2019.

Upon reviewing the claim, it has been decided to backdate the claim to April 2018 due to the 
nature of his illness. Arrears due for this period have issued directly to the person concerned, 
paying him his full entitlement under the Illness Benefit scheme. 

The person concerned was entitled to 52 weeks or 312 payable days of illness benefit and 
has received PRSI credited contributions for the remainder of his claim. 

I am advised that the person concerned has also been contacted by an Officer from the de-
partment and the decision explained to him in full. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP00200Carer’s Benefit Applications
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05/03/2020WRPPP003001160. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection if an application will be expedited for carer’s benefit by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3268/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for 
a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people. 

To qualify the carer must satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they 
are providing full-time care and attention and must show that the care recipient requires full-
time care and attention.

CARB was awarded to the person concerned with effect from 5 March 2020. The person 
concerned was notified of this decision on 27 February 2020. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP00500Pensions Legislation

05/03/2020WRPPP006001161. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to reduce the age at which the State pension can be paid; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3302/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In-
creasing pension age, to moderate the increase in pension duration, is a means by which pen-
sions can be made sustainable in the context of increasing longevity.  In order to provide for 
sustainable pensions and to facilitate a longer working life, legislation passed in 2011 provides 
for an increase in the State pension age in three separate stages.  In 2014, the State pension age 
was standardised at 66.  This will be increased to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.  The Roadmap for 
Pensions Reform 2018-2023 has stated that any future changes in State pension age after 2035 
will be based on research into life expectancy.

There is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and the age at which employees 
retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and their employers.  While such 
a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 65, there is no legal impedi-
ment to the employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or 
more years, if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission 
has produced a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission (IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term 
contracts beyond normal retirement age.  People are living longer and healthier lives.  Many 
of them may want to continue working after 65 and these resources can facilitate them in their 
choice.

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age.  Where 
this is not possible, there are specific measures which apply to someone claiming Jobseeker’s 
Benefit from a date after their 65th birthday.  Where qualified, these recipients may continue to 
be eligible for that payment until reaching pension age. 

Any changes would require Government consideration and approval. 

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 
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05/03/2020WRPPP00800Exceptional Needs Payments

05/03/2020WRPPP009001162. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the amount of expenditure incurred each year since 2008 on exceptional needs pay-
ments; the reason for the decline in these payments; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [3323/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  An urgent needs payment 
(UNP) may be made to persons who may not normally qualify for SWA but who have an urgent 
need which they cannot meet from their own resources or where an alternative is not available 
at that time. 

The tabular statement below shows the number of payments and expenditure on ENPs and 
UNPs each year since 2008. Expenditure under these schemes has increased each year since 
2016.

The scheme is demand led and payments are made at the discretion of the officers admin-
istering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant 
circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of as-
sistance.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Tabular Statement  

Number of payments / expenditure on ENPs and UNPs, 2008 – 2019

Year Expenditure      
2008 €82.2m
2009 €75.2m
2010 €69.4m
2011 €62.6m
2012 €52.7m
2013 €35.7m
2014 €30.1m
2015 €31.0m
2016 €32.2m
2017 €38.1m
2018 €42.3m
2019 €43.2m (Provisional)
2020 €44.2m (Estimate)

05/03/2020WRPPP01100Pension Provisions

05/03/2020WRPPP012001163. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to introduce legislation restoring the pre-2008 situation by which pensioners 
of semi-State companies had their pensions indexed to salary increases in the companies they 
worked for; her further plans to legislate for the right of pensioners of semi-State companies to 
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be party to negotiations with their former employers in relation to pension matters; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3326/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
My Department has no role in setting the level of pension increases received by members of 
occupational pension schemes, irrespective of whether those schemes operate in the semi-state 
sector or private sector.  Pension increases for occupational pensions are entirely a matter for 
the scheme trustees and the sponsoring employer to whom enquiries should be addressed.  

Scheme trustees have duties and responsibilities under the Pensions Act 1990, as amended, 
under trust law and under other relevant legislation.  The duties of pension scheme trustees 
include administering a scheme in accordance with the law and the terms of the trust deed and 
rules as well as ensuring compliance with the requirements that apply to these schemes.  Trust-
ees must act in the best financial interests of the scheme members, whether active, deferred or 
retired, and must serve all beneficiaries of the scheme impartially.  If there is a conflict of inter-
est then a person’s duty as a trustee must take precedence over other interests.

If any individual has evidence that pension scheme trustees are not acting in the best inter-
ests of scheme members they should complain to the scheme trustees in the first instance.  If 
the complainant is not satisfied with the trustees’ reply they should raise their concerns with the 
Pensions Authority.

The Pensions Authority is the regulatory body charged with the supervision of pension 
schemes and has the necessary powers under statute to investigate the conduct of a pension 
scheme should it become aware that a scheme is not in compliance with the provisions of the 
Pensions Act.  Where a pension scheme member is of the view that the scheme is not in com-
pliance with legislative requirements he or she may make a formal complaint to the Pensions 
Authority.

Any further changes would require consideration and approval from Government.  

Any questions relating to access to the State’s industrial relations machinery are a matter for 
the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP01400Pension Provisions

05/03/2020WRPPP015001164. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to review the minimum funding standards for pensions to determine if they are 
appropriate in all circumstances particularly as they relate to retired employees of semi-State 
bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3327/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Pen-
sions legislation provides for the supervision and regulation of occupational pension schemes 
and, in that context, requires defined benefit (DB) schemes to meet the commitments they have 
made to their members.  The method by which this is regulated is set out in the funding stan-
dard.

The funding standard provides a benchmark against which the ‘health’ of a scheme can 
be tested.  A scheme failing the funding standard means that, unless some action is taken, the 
scheme will not be able to pay the benefits promised.  The existence of the funding standard 
itself is not the central issue in relation to whether a scheme is properly funded.  Rather the 
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responsibility rests with the employer and the trustees for ensuring that the scheme is properly 
funded and managed.  However, the funding standard does provide the regulatory mechanism 
for ensuring that a scheme can provide a level of the pension benefits promised.

The funding standard is a wind-up standard, and is intended to approximate the monies 
needed to secure the benefits if the scheme was wound up and the accrued benefits bought out.  
The funding standard applies to all funded DB pension schemes.  The funding standard relates 
to the funding position of a scheme as a whole and the scheme’s ability to pay retirement ben-
efits to all types of scheme members: deferred, active, and pensioner members.  Allowing the 
application of different levels of funding standard to different types of scheme members or to 
different industries would not be consistent with the primary aim of the funding standard; to 
ensure that pension schemes maintain sufficient funds to pay all members their pension entitle-
ments were the scheme to be wound up.

The Pensions Authority is the independent body responsible for regulating the funding stan-
dard.  If a scheme does not meet the funding standard, a funding proposal must be submitted to 
the Authority in accordance with the time limits detailed in the Pensions Act.

The Pensions Authority requires that, in setting investment policy, the trustees of a DB 
scheme must have regard to the need to satisfy at regular intervals the minimum funding stan-
dard set down in the Pensions Act.

The Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 requires a DB scheme to hold additional funding 
in the form of a ‘risk reserve’ by 2023.  The function of this ‘risk reserve’ is to provide some 
protection and long term stability for scheme members against future volatility in financial mar-
kets.  Additionally, and in appropriate circumstances, the regulator may now approve scheme 
funding proposals that provide for the recovery of their schemes funding over longer periods 
that was previously the case.

It should be noted that the Irish funding standard is less demanding in comparison to almost 
all other European countries.  My Department, in conjunction with the Pensions Authority, 
monitors the operation of the minimum funding standard for DB pension schemes. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRPPP01650Domiciliary Care Allowance

05/03/2020WRPPP018001165. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3349/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection(Deputy 
Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) was received from 
the person concerned on the 15th November 2019. The application was not allowed as it was 
considered that the child did not meet the eligibility criteria for the allowance.  A letter issued 
on the 6th February 2020 outlining the deciding officers decision.

In the case of an application which is refused, the applicant may submit additional informa-
tion and ask to have the decision reviewed, and /or they may appeal the decision directly to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The options available have been advised in the decision letter. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the  Deputy.  
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05/03/2020WRPPP02000Invalidity Pension

05/03/2020WRPPP021001166. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an invalidity person for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3350/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on 25 November 2019.  The 
claim was refused on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satis-
fied.  She was notified on 28 February 2020 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right 
of review and appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP02300Humanitarian Assistance Scheme

05/03/2020WRPPP024001167. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the amount of paid out by the humanitarian assistance scheme in each of the years 2010 
to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3383/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP025001168. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the average waiting times for payment under the humanitarian assistance scheme in each 
of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3384/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP026001173. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the details of the funding available to businesses and individuals affected by flooding; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3709/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1167, 1168 and 1173 together.

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is the lead Department for 
severe weather emergencies and the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for capi-
tal flood relief activities.  However, my Department has an important role to play in assisting 
households in the immediate aftermath of emergency events such as flooding under the humani-
tarian assistance scheme.

The purpose of the humanitarian assistance scheme is to provide income-tested financial 
support to people whose homes are damaged and who are not in a position to meet costs for 
essential needs, household items and in some instances structural repair. 

Statistics are not maintained on the average waiting times for payment.  However, I can 
assure the Deputy that supports are provided to those affected as swiftly as possible given the 
emergency nature of these situations.  Officials in my Department’s Community Welfare Ser-
vice closely monitor the situation on the ground and engage with the relevant local authorities 
and other agencies to ensure a co-ordinated and immediate response.
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Emergency income support payments to cover essential items such as food, clothing and 
personal items are quickly issued in the immediate aftermath of the weather event.  Supports 
towards the replacement of white goods, basic furniture items and other essential household 
items may take longer as it is not until the flood water abates and houses dry out that the full 
extent of the damage to homes becomes known.  The longer term supports covering remedial 
works such as plastering, relaying of floors, electrical re-wiring and painting can take several 
months before this stage of the response is completed.

The scheme was activated in February in response to the recent ongoing flooding event.  A 
small number of applications have been received to date and further applications are expected 
in the coming weeks.  

The tabular statement below shows expenditure on the scheme since 2010. 

In addition, the Government recently announced two temporary emergency support schemes 
for small businesses that have been unable to secure flood insurance and have been flooded fol-
lowing storms, and for community, voluntary & sporting bodies  affected by the recent flooding.  
The Irish Red Cross is administering these schemes on behalf of the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement - Expenditure on the Humanitarian Assistance Scheme, 2010 – 2020

Years Expenditure
2010 €1,045,000
2011 €1,000
2012 €714,000
2013 €119,000
2014 €1,189,000
2015 €233,000
2016 €1,682,000
2017 €613,000
2018 €350,000
2019 €121,000
2020 (Feb) €4,300

05/03/2020WRPPP02900Public Services Card

05/03/2020WRPPP030001169. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if there is a delay with the reissuing of public services cards and free travel cards in view 
of the importance of free travel, for example to persons undergoing various medical treatments; 
the timeframe for rectifying this situation; if the delay in reissuing the cards also has an effect 
on the household benefits package for qualified recipients; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [3480/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department writes to all Public Services Card (PSC) holders, including those entitled to Free 
Travel, 90 days before their Card expires, inviting them to renew their Card. Customers are of-
fered a choice of renewing by post or by attending an office of the Department. 
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Where a customer applies to have their PSC renewed, the new Card issues a few days before 
the old card expires.   

If the customer does not apply for a new PSC before the old Card expires, they are advised 
to go to an office of the Department to renew their Card. In such cases, the new PSC typically 
takes 5 -7 working days to issue.

Any delay arising as a result of a late application for a renewal has no effect on a customer’s 
entitlement to household benefits.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP03200Carer’s Benefit Applications

05/03/2020WRPPP033001170. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s benefit application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3482/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for 
a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people. 

To qualify the carer must satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they 
are providing full-time care and attention and must show that the care recipient requires full-
time care and attention.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 21 February 2020. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 3 March 2020. Once the information is received the application will be processed 
without delay and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

05/03/2020WRPPP03500Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

05/03/2020WRPPP036001171. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if payments to victims from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is exempt from 
being calculated as earnings in terms of accessing access to social welfare payments. [3497/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that payments received from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal are not 
exempt for the purposes of assessing the means of a person in determining their eligibility for 
a social assistance  payment.

Where such payments are made, they are treated as capital for means-testing purposes.  The 
table below outlines the formula used for determining weekly means from capital under most 
social assistance schemes.  (In the case of Disability Allowance, the first €50,000 of capital is 
disregarded.)

Formula   Weekly Means   
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Formula   Weekly Means   
First €20,000 Nil
Next €10,000 €1 per €1,000
Next €10,000 €2 per €1,000
Excess of €40,000 €4 per €1,000

  Question No. 1172 answered with Question No. 1111.

  Question No. 1173 answered with Question No. 1167.

05/03/2020WRPPP04000Coronavirus Outbreak

05/03/2020WRPPP041001174. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the position regarding persons that have to take time off work including those that are 
told to self-quarantine and those whose workplaces close for a period of time due to Covid-19; 
the social welfare supports available to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3710/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There are a number of income supports available to support people required to take time off 
from work for illness related reasons, including in circumstances of self-isolation. Illness Ben-
efit is, for example, payable to people who self-isolate on medical advice. Income supports are 
also available to support short-time working and temporary lay-offs., these include Short-time 
Working Payments and Jobseeker payments. 

The Government is currently reviewing if,  and if so how,  the existing Social Protection 
supports might  be  adapted to support employer and employees to respond effectively in the 
particular circumstances of the Covid-19 situation. Towards this end officials will meet with 
employer and trade union representatives over the next few days. 

Following this consultation with employers and trade union representatives, proposals will 
be considered by the Cabinet Subcommittee chaired by the Taoiseach on Monday 9th March 
and any changes to arrangements will be published as soon as possible thereafter.

Further guidance on the statutory framework and social protection income supports is avail-
able from the Workplace Relations Commission at www.workplacerelations.ie and from the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection at www.gov.ie.  

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP04300Pensions Data

05/03/2020WRPPP044001175. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a matter regarding pension contributions for a person (details supplied) will be ad-
dressed. [3741/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 5 November 2012 and was award-
ed a pension at 90% of the maximum rate with effect from their 66th birthday. 
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According to the person’s record of social insurance contributions held by my Department 
at time of award, they had 1,469 qualifying paid and credited contributions from their date of 
entry into insurable employment in June 1965 up to end-December 2012, the end of the tax year 
preceding their 66th birthday.  This gives a yearly average of 31 which falls within the rate band 
of 30-39 and equates to 90% of the maximum rate of State pension (contributory) entitlement.  

The person concerned contacted my Department to advise that contributions for the tax 
years 2012 and 2013 had not been included in the calculation of their pension entitlement.  Con-
tributions for the 2012 tax year were included in the yearly average calculation and increased 
the person’s yearly average to 32.  However, since this remains within the 30-39 rate band there 
is no increase in pension rate under this yearly average calculation method.

The person’s pension entitlement was subsequently reviewed under a new total contribu-
tions approach to pension calculation which includes provision for homecaring periods and 
contributions for the 2013 year up to their 66th birthday. The person concerned indicated that 
they had been a primary carer and was consequently awarded 436 homecaring periods.  Based 
on their contribution record of 1,526 qualifying paid and credited contributions and 436 home-
caring periods, their pension entitlement increased to 94.33% of the maximum rate of pension, 
backdated to 30 March 2018 in line with social welfare legislation. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP04600Health Services Staff Remuneration

05/03/2020WRPPP047001176. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will make contact with the HSE regarding the situation of a day care centre (de-
tails supplied) in County Wexford in which some of the workers are operating under section 39 
and have the same qualifications and experience as their counterparts but are being paid less; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3743/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised that organisations that provide services on behalf of the HSE do so on a contract basis 
under Section 39 of the Health Act 2004.  Service arrangements are in place between the HSE 
and all service providers, which clearly set out the obligations of the organisation, the services 
for which they are engaged by the HSE, and the funding that has been agreed.  

As the HSE comes within the remit of my colleague Simon Harris T.D., Minister for Health, 
the Deputy may wish to raise this matter directly with the Minister. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRPPP04900Disability Allowance Applications

05/03/2020WRPPP050001177. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a disability application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited and backdated to 
the date of the accident. [3767/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP05100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 5 February 2020.  

On 15 February 2020 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
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tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt of 
this information a decision will be made on her DA application and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

If this lady wishes to make an application for backdating she may do so, in writing, clearly 
stating the grounds for not having made the application at the earlier date and the matter will be 
considered by a deciding officer.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRPPP05200Community Employment Schemes Operation

05/03/2020WRPPP053001178. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an instruction will be issued to encourage flexibility to sponsors of community employ-
ment schemes in particular for persons over 60 years of age in view of the fact that they will not 
be able to get alternative work and in further view of the difficulties community employment 
schemes are having to fill all vacancies. [3768/20]

05/03/2020WRPPP05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of disad-
vantaged and unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportunities for 
them within their communities.  The programme helps break the cycle of unemployment and 
improve a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.  Participation on CE is intended 
to be for a temporary fixed-term.   CE is generally open to applicants aged between 21 and 66 
years.

A number of new conditions were introduced on CE in July 2017 to further support progres-
sion and broaden access to CE to a wider range of people.  

In general all CE placements for new entrants aged between 21 and 55 years are for 1 year 
– however CE participants, working towards a major educational award, can seek to extend 
participation by up to two years to enable them to reach the required standard of qualification.  
In addition, those over 55 years of age can remain on CE for three years.

Participants aged 62 and over are allowed to participate on a continuous basis up to the State 
Pension age via the CE Service Support Stream (SSS), subject to the availability of places on 
the SSS, satisfactory performance by them on the CE scheme and, subject to annual approval 
by the Department.   

In 2019, an Inter-Departmental Group (IDG) was convened to explore the most appropriate 
organisation arrangements, including which Department should host the Community Employ-
ment (CE) Social Inclusion schemes.  The IDG report is nearing completion and includes a 
series of recommendations, a number of which may affect the particular cohort referred to by 
the Deputy. The IDG Report is due to be published shortly.

05/03/2020WRPPP05500Exceptional Needs Payments

05/03/2020WRPPP056001179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if arrangements to facilitate the exceptional needs or emergency payment can be 
made in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3790/20]
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05/03/2020WRPPP05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that my Department has no record of receipt of an application for Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance, including an Exceptional or Urgent Needs payment from the person con-
cerned. The last known address on file for this person differs from the one provided by the 
Deputy, however, I have arranged for an application form to issue to that address. Alternatively, 
the person concerned can contact the local Intreo Centre. Arrangements will be made to deal 
with any application received as quickly as possible.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/03/2020WRQQQ00200Invalidity Pension Eligibility

05/03/2020WRQQQ003001180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an invalidity pension is payable in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3807/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  

 A claim for IP was received from the lady concerned on 22 January 2020. In order to estab-
lish medical suitability two medical report forms for completion issued to her on 10 February 
2020.   To date only one completed medical report form has been received by the department 
on 20 February 2020. 

A duplicate questionnaire report form issued to her on 03 March 2020. On receipt of the 
completed questionnaire form, the IP claim will be processed as quickly as possible and she will 
be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRQQQ00500Invalidity Pension Eligibility

05/03/2020WRQQQ006001181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an invalidly pension is payable in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3808/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady concerned is currently in receipt of means tested dis-
ability allowance.

Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness or incapacity and for no other reason and who satisfy the pay-related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  

To date there is no record in my department of receipt of a claim for IP from the lady in 
question.

To qualify for IP claimants must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second 
last complete contribution year before the relevant date of their claim. Only PRSI classes A, E, 
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H or S contributions are reckonable for IP purposes. 

According to the department’s records, it appears that this lady does not satisfy the PRSI 
contribution criteria for IP.   Specifically she does not have the required 260 contributions paid 
since she entered social insurance.  However entitlement to IP can be definitively determined 
on receipt of a completed claim form.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRQQQ00800Disability Allowance Payments

05/03/2020WRQQQ009001182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [3809/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 17 April 2019. The first payment was made by her chosen payment method on 25 
September 2019.

Arrears in respect of any overlapping payments were calculated and the person concerned 
was not entitled to any arrears for the period. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRQQQ01100Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/03/2020WRQQQ012001183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an appeal has been made in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3819/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on 16 July 2019.  Her claim 
was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied.  
She was notified on 20 November 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of 
review and appeal.  

To date there is no record of a review or an appeal request of this disallowance decision from 
the lady in question.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/03/2020WRQQQ01400Commercial Rates Impact

05/03/2020WRQQQ015001184. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his Department has been in discussions with the Department of Finance on the rising 
cost of business rates in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2890/20]
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05/03/2020WRQQQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I understand the vital role local businesses play in supporting 
local authorities to deliver services to their communities. Commercial rates, at approximately 
€1.5bn per annum, make up roughly a third of local government current (revenue) income. 

Local authorities are required by law to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes, in accordance with the details, entered in the valuation lists. The lists are prepared by 
the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015. Recognis-
ing the critical importance of commercial rates, I prioritised the Local Government Rates and 
Other Matters Act 2019 for enactment last year. The Act modernises the rates system for both 
ratepayers and local authorities.  

The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority and the 
Minister for Finance has no direct function in the matter.  The annual rate on valuation (ARV) is 
decided by the elected members of each local authority in the annual budget and its determina-
tion is a reserved function. The ARV is then applied to each property’s valuation to obtain the 
amount payable in rates. 

The Commissioner for Valuation is currently conducting a national programme of revalua-
tion to provide consistent, up-to-date valuations so that rates are equitably distributed. Revalu-
ation results in a redistribution of the commercial rates liability between ratepayers. While an 
individual occupier’s rates liability may increase or decrease, the revaluation will not increase 
the overall commercial rates income of the local authority. It is not the purpose of a revalua-
tion to increase the commercial rates collected. Interestingly, in terms of revaluations to date, I 
understand that the trend is that approximately 60% of ratepayers have experienced a decrease.  

After a revaluation of a local authority area, the Minister, with the consent of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, is required to make a Rates Limitation Order (RLO) to en-
sure that the overall rates collected in that area for the following year, does not increase beyond 
set parameters, for example, taking account of normal inflation. RLOs have been made for each 
of the 23 local authorities that have undergone a revaluation to date and will be made in respect 
of the remaining local authorities where revaluations are to be concluded in the coming years. 

At all stages of the process, ratepayers are consulted and informed and can bring relevant 
information to bear on the valuation. Ultimately ratepayers have a right of appeal to the Valua-
tion Tribunal and beyond that to the Courts on a point of law. 

Local authorities work closely with ratepayers experiencing difficulties with the payment 
of commercial rates.  In this regard, local authorities may facilitate the payment of commercial 
rates by instalments, and work with businesses to put in place flexible payment options. The Lo-
cal Government Rates and Other Matters Act 2019 further facilitates such flexible approaches, 
on the basis that ratepayers engage with the local authority concerned. 

Importantly, Section 15 the new Act also provides for a rates waiver schemes, to be decided 
by local authority members in order to promote national and/or local policy objectives, includ-
ing for example, local area plans under the Planning and Development Act 2000 and local eco-
nomic and community plans under the Local Government Act 2001. 

Prior to local authorities deciding their 2020 budgets, my Department wrote to all local 
authorities highlighting the new waiver provisions, contained in the 2019 Act, indicating that 
the work in respect of commencing Section 15 is underway and to make a provision in their 
budgets if they planned to implement a waiver scheme in 2020.   

Last October I, along with the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, met with 
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members of the Retail Consultation Forum and it was agreed that a separate meeting on Com-
mercial Rates and Valuation could be beneficial in sharing experiences and working together to 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Commercial Rates and Valuation regimes.  

My Department proposes to convene such a meeting between representatives of the Retail 
Consultation Forum, the Valuation office and local authorities to explore a number of thematic 
issues such as sustainable development, through the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s 
cities, towns and villages; the experience of retail ratepayers in terms of valuation and rates at a 
systemic level; and the implementation of the Rates and Other Matters Act 2019.

As a first step, my Department has sought initial input from the members of the Retail Con-
sultation Forum to the development of an agenda for this engagement.

05/03/2020WRQQQ01700Local Authority Funding

05/03/2020WRQQQ018001185. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason for the drop in funding for County Galway despite its size compared to counties 
of a similar size, for example, County Cork which receive more; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3282/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities derive their income from a variety of central and local sources including from 
commercial rates, charges for goods and services and Exchequer funding from Central Govern-
ment. 

Central Government funding of local authorities includes transfers, both current and capital, 
coming from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not solely from my Department, for a 
variety of purposes. Some streams of funding are delivered directly from funding departments 
to local authorities, while others are routed through departmental agencies.  Across all schemes 
and funding sources, my Department provided €46.8m in 2018 and €51.1m in 2019 to Galway 
County Council. 

Most of the funding sourced from Central Government and provided to local authorities 
must be used for specified services. These can be grouped into 5 broad programme categories: 
recreational, education, environment, housing and transport. 

In 2018, funding to local authorities from central government sources was €3.69 billion, an 
increase of 39% on 2017.  Additional detail on Central Government funding of local authorities 
is provided in the Comptroller and Auditor General’s Annual Report, at the following link:  

https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2019/2018-Annual-Report-Chapter-
11-Central-government-funding-for-local-authorities.pdf 

Local authorities vary significantly from one another in terms of size, population, popula-
tion distribution, public service demands, infrastructure and other income sources. These are 
all factors which should be taken into account when comparing levels of funding in different 
local authority areas. 

It is a matter for each local authority to maximise local income sources and manage its own 
spending, in the context of the annual budgetary process.

05/03/2020WRQQQ02000Rent Pressure Zones
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05/03/2020WRQQQ021001186. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that part of Carrigaline, County Cork not in 
the former Ballincollig-Carrigaline local electoral area is still not in a rent pressure zone; if the 
anomaly will be corrected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2618/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Ballincollig- Carraigaline Local Electoral Area (LEA) was designated a Rent Pressure 
Zone (RPZ)  on 27 January 2017 under section 24 of the Residential Tenancies Acts (2004-
2019). 

New Local Electoral Areas and Municipal Districts were signed into law on 31 January 
2019 for Cork City and County (which took into account the expanded Cork City boundary) for 
the May 2019 local elections.  The new LEAs and Municipal Districts see the old Ballincollig-
Carrigaline LEA being split, with Ballincollig becoming part of Cork City Council.   Carraiga-
line and its hinterland are now contained within its own LEA and Municipal District, which is 
wholly within the remit of Cork County Council.  

The areas within the new Carraigaline LEA which were designated as a RPZ under the old 
Ballincollig- Carraigaline LEA remain designated as a RPZ under section 24A(6) of the Resi-
dential Tenancies Acts, which provides that  “Where a local electoral area is prescribed by order 
as a rent pressure zone and, subsequently, any local electoral areas are duly amended in a man-
ner that affects the area of the local electoral area so prescribed, then the order shall continue to 
have effect as if the local electoral area concerned had not been so amended.” 

Therefore, under Section 24A(6), areas already designated as RPZs will remain designated 
and areas that are not designated nor due to become part of Cork City Council will retain their 
current undesignated status.  Areas within the new Carraigaline LEA that were not previously 
designated as a RPZ remain undesignated. 

Under the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 the expiry date of all deemed and 
designated RPZs is extended to 31 December 2021. The Act further provides that any area fall-
ing within the new Cork City Council boundary, which is not already within a RPZ, will be a 
RPZ from 31 May 2019.  

The Housing Agency and the RTB will continue to monitor national rents and if the Car-
raigaline LEA meets the designation criteria it will be designated as a RPZ. 

05/03/2020WRQQQ02300Non-Principal Private Residence Charge Administration

05/03/2020WRQQQ024001187. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a reply will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2626/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
wish to reiterate that the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) charge is under the care and 
management of each local authority and application of the NPPR in individual cases is a matter 
for the local authority concerned. As Minister, I have no role in determining liability in indi-
vidual NPPR cases and no role in reviewing decisions of local authorities.

Notwithstanding that, I replied to the Deputy’s correspondence on this matter last week.

05/03/2020WRQQQ02600Local Authority Staff Recruitment
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05/03/2020WRQQQ027001188. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the position in relation to the advertisement of a senior executive officer role for 
Drogheda as agreed in 2019; if the role will be publicly advertised or advertised internally only; 
the expected date for the role to become operational; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2638/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
Autumn 2019, Louth County Council submitted a proposal to my Department proposing the 
creation of two senior positions, one each in Drogheda and Dundalk, to enhance planning and 
development within the towns in alignment with the requirements of the National Planning 
Framework (NPF) and in coordination with Meath County Council in the context of Drogheda. 
The Council sought financial assistance from my Department in this regard and I was pleased to 
confirm in December 2019 the availability of a once-off payment of €200,000 to the Council on 
a matched-funding basis to assist in the creation of two such positions for a three-year period.

Louth County Council sought formal sanction from my Department for two additional staff 
at SEO grade level in early 2020, the posts to be filled by internal competition.  Formal sanc-
tion was communicated by my Department to the Council on 31 January 2020 on a three year 
specific purpose contract basis with recruitment confined to the local government sector.  

The expected start date(s) and detailed role and functions of the posts are a matter for Louth 
County Council in accordance with section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001 which pro-
vides that each Chief Executive is responsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements 
necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authority for which he or she is responsible.

05/03/2020WRQQQ02900Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

05/03/2020WRQQQ030001189. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether the income eligibility for social housing is restrictively low (details 
supplied); his plans to raise the eligibility threshold as a matter of priority; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2673/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ031001193. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if there is a proposed date for the completion of the net income limits for social housing 
assessments review; if not, when he expects it will be completed and published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2772/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ032001211. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when the reviews of income limits for social housing by local authorities will be 
completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3019/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1189, 1193 and 1211 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended. 

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. Under the Household Means Policy, which applies 
in all local authorities, net income for social housing assessment is defined as gross household 



5 March 2020

587

income less income tax, PRSI, Universal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within 
the meaning of Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy pro-
vides for a range of income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to 
disregard income that is temporary, short-term or once off in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

05/03/2020WRQQQ03400Social and Affordable Housing Maintenance

05/03/2020WRQQQ035001190. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when funding will be provided to local authorities to carry out necessary remedial 
works (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2699/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has been providing funding support under the Social Housing Insulation Retrofit-
ting Programme to local authorities since 2013, for insulation and energy efficiency works to 
their social housing stock.  

The programme is implemented in two phases: Phase 1 is a shallow retrofit and ensures that 
the entire social housing stock has, as a minimum, cavity wall and attic insulation. Phase 2 is 
a deep retrofit and focuses on the fabric upgrade works to those dwellings with solid/hollow 
block wall construction and also provides for heating upgrades (including upgrades to boilers, 
or a heat pump to replace the existing boiler).  

The funding provided to date under this programme is €151million and has seen over 71,000 
units of social housing stock receive upgrades.  A more detailed breakdown of this expenditure 
is set out on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/hous-
ing/social-housing/energy-efficiencyretrofitting/energy-efficiency-retrofitting-programme.

Funding support will continue in 2020 for this programme with a budget of €25million, as 
provided for in Budget 2020.  It is the local authorities’ own responsibility to select their proper-
ties for inclusion in the programme and to determine the works that are necessary.

05/03/2020WRQQQ03700Judicial Reviews
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05/03/2020WRQQQ038001191. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of judicial reviews taken against decisions made by An Bord Pleanála 
in each of the past five years and to date in 2020; the number of judicial reviews taken against 
directions made by him or his predecessor in the past five years to date; the number of judicial 
reviews taken against a planning authority other than An Bord Pleanála in the past five years; 
the number that were successful; the number that were upheld in respect of the all of the preced-
ing queries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2702/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The recording of court cases is one in which I have no statutory function and is a matter for the 
Courts Service which is statutorily independent. Judicial Reviews against the State, which my 
Department may be included as a party, are co-ordinated by the Chief State Solicitors Office 
under the guidance of the Attorney General’s Office.

Under section 30 of the Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or con-
trol in relation to any particular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or 
may be concerned. 

An Bord Pleanála can be challenged by Judicial Review on a range of its functions and they 
publish an update on legal cases in their Annual Report. Local Authorities may also be subject 
to Judicial Review on a range of their functions and therefore it is a matter for each Local Au-
thority and their respective legal teams to record.

05/03/2020WRQQQ04000Postal Voting

05/03/2020WRQQQ041001192. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if proposals will be brought forward to allow persons abroad on holidays or away tempo-
rarily for business reasons to cast their vote on polling day in national and local elections; his 
plans to reform electoral law generally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2710/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of a 
number of categories of electors, including electors whose occupation, service or employment 
makes it likely that they will be unable to vote in person at their local polling station on polling 
day.  Other categories of electors who may avail of postal voting are whole-time members of 
the Defence Forces, members of An Garda Síochána, Irish diplomats serving abroad and their 
spouses/civil partners, full-time students registered at their home who are living elsewhere 
while attending an educational institution in the State, prisoners and certain election staff em-
ployed at the poll outside the constituency where they reside. 

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review I have no proposals at present to extend 
existing arrangements for postal voting. 

In regard to the future reform of electoral law generally, this has been the subject of con-
siderable work in recent times, including the development of proposals to reform the electoral 
register and the establishment of an Electoral Commission, details of which can be found on my 
Department’s website at the following links:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/18.11.27_-_ria_-_
electoral_commission_final_-_english.pdf.

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/public_consultation_re-
port.pdf.



5 March 2020

589

Further progress on these initiatives will be a matter for the incoming Government and 
Oireachtas.

  Question No. 1193 answered with Question No. 1189.

05/03/2020WRQQQ04400Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

05/03/2020WRQQQ045001194. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will review the tenant incremental purchase scheme and the €15,000 minimum 
income requirement to avail of the scheme due to the significant number of persons who are 
being denied the scheme albeit living in the homes for decades in some cases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2774/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ046001244. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review of the first 12 months of the tenant purchase incremental scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3538/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1194 and 1244 together.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme which came into operation on 1 January 2016 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direction 
issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum reck-
onable income, local authorities include income from a number of different sources and classes, 
such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain social welfare 
payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to employment 
income. 

In determining reckonable income, the income of all tenants of the house, including adult 
children that are joint tenants, is included, as is the income of the spouse, civil partner or other 
partner / co-habitant of a tenant who lives in the house with them, thus ensuring the appropriate 
level of discount is applied to the purchase price.

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensure the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

The financing of any house sold under the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a sepa-
rate matter from the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  If the tenant is deemed eligible under the 
scheme, he or she may fund the purchase of a house from one, or a combination, of his/her own 
resources or a mortgage provided by a financial institution or a local authority house purchase 
loan.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan 
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on Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant 
Purchase (Incremental) Scheme has been recently finalised and a full report has been prepared 
setting out findings and recommendations. 

This issue is part of a significant body of work undertaken in my Department in relation to 
the broader social housing reform agenda. I expect that the review will be published once all the 
work on these reform measures are completed.

05/03/2020WRQQQ04800Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

05/03/2020WRQQQ049001195. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if an application has been received from Louth County Council in relation to funding for the 
proposed northern port access route in Drogheda, County Louth; the criteria against which the 
application will be assessed; when a decision is due on the application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2811/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is a flagship element of Project Ire-
land 2040.  The URDF was established to support more compact and sustainable development, 
through the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, in line 
with the objectives of the National Planning Framework and NDP.  This is to enable a greater 
proportion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered within the existing built-
up footprints of our cities and towns and to ensure that more parts of our urban areas can be-
come attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live and work, as well as to invest 
and to visit.  

Through the Fund, successful applicants are being offered targeted integrated support for 
applicant-led projects that will contribute to the regeneration and rejuvenation of our cities and 
towns.

Under the URDF in 2018 Louth County Council submitted a number of proposals, includ-
ing an application for the Northern Cross Route.  The application process was competitive and 
heavily oversubscribed with some 189 applications.  All proposals were assessed a Project Ad-
visory Board, consisting of representatives from my Department, other relevant Government 
Departments, agency representation and independent national and international expert repre-
sentatives.  Following this process, on 26 November 2018, I announced initial URDF support 
of €100m for a total of 88 projects throughout the country.  The Northern Cross Project was not 
successful on that occasion.  

A second call for proposals under the URDF was announced on 11 January 2019.  In the 
context of the second call it will be a matter for Louth County Council to consider the projects 
it may wish to submit for consideration and whether, taking account of feedback on the original 
Northern Cross Route proposal, it should submit a revised proposal.

The application form for URDF Call 2 and related information, including assessment crite-
ria, is available on the Gov.ie website at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/urban-regeneration-and-development-fund/.  

The closing date for applications is 12 noon  31 March 2020.

05/03/2020WRQQQ05100Housing Data
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05/03/2020WRQQQ052001196. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of homes allocated to tenants of local authorities under the long-term leasing hous-
ing scheme by local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2813/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Of the 50,000 social housing homes to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, over 10,000 
homes are targeted to be leased by local authorities and approved housing bodies under leas-
ing arrangements from a range of different sources, including direct leasing by local authorities 
and approved housing bodies, rental availability agreements, the Repair and Leasing Scheme, 
the Mortgage to Rent Scheme and Enhanced Leasing.  The exact blend of delivery under leas-
ing in any given year will depend on the availability of existing stock and new homes in particu-
lar. Leased properties are allocated to tenants in accordance with the relevant local authority’s 
allocation scheme. 

Details of dwellings leased by local authorities up to end Q3 2019 are available on my De-
partment’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision. 

Figures for Q4 2019 are currently being collated and will be published when complete.

05/03/2020WRQQQ05400Homeless Persons Data

05/03/2020WRQQQ055001197. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of children and adults deemed homeless in counties Cavan, Monaghan and 
Louth and in each other county in each of the past 12 months in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2860/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on data 
provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Support 
System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency ac-
commodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. Official homeless reports 
are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and are available at the following 
link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data. While these 
monthly reports include a breakdown of adults at county level, details in relation to dependants 
are only available on a regional level. 

05/03/2020WRQQQ05700Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/03/2020WRQQQ058001198. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has met with either Cavan or Monaghan County Council to discuss social housing 
strategies; the housing targets for new builds in both counties for 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2876/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have met regularly with the Chief Executives of all the local authorities, including those from 
Cavan and Monaghan, in relation to the advancement of social housing in line with Rebuilding 
Ireland.  I most recently met the Chief Executives in January 2020, having previously met with 
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them in September 2019 and holding a Housing Summit with them in February 2019.

My Department also meet regularly with local authority housing teams, including Chief 
Executives and Directors of Service.  This includes meetings with the local authorities individu-
ally and collectively, to examine progress in terms of Rebuilding Ireland targets.

Social housing delivery targets were issued to all local authorities in 2018 covering the pe-
riod 2018-21.  Both the targets and information of the progress in meeting them, are published 
on my Department’s website at the following links:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-delivery-tar-
gets-for-local-authorities-2018-2021/.

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/housing-statistics.

05/03/2020WRQQQ06000Planning Guidelines

05/03/2020WRQQQ061001199. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to update planning regulations in respect of solar panel installations on 
houses and public buildings; if the potential in the removal of the need to obtain planning per-
mission in order to install solar panels on public buildings if the building will harvest energy 
for use from the installations will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2887/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ062001249. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason the amendments to planning regulations to allow for the installation of rooftop 
solar panels on schools, community buildings, homes and businesses without planning permis-
sion have not yet been published in view of the fact it was outlined in the Climate Action Plan 
and due by the end of quarter 4 of 2019. [3742/20]

05/03/2020WRQQQ06300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1199 and 1249 together.

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, 
unless specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permis-
sion.  Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended (the Regulations), set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain plan-
ning permission.  Any such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions 
on exemptions set out in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each 
class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

With regard to exemptions for solar panels, Class 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regula-
tions provides an exemption for “the installation or erection of a solar panel on, or within the 
curtilage of a house or any buildings within the curtilage of a house”, subject to certain siting 
and size conditions.  

Class 56 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for “the instal-
lation or erection on a business premises or light industrial building, or any ancillary buildings 
within the curtilage of such premises or building, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-
voltaic), subject to certain siting and size conditions. In general, public buildings are considered 
to fall within this class and, as such, may utilise the existing exemption. There also exist further 
exemptions relating to the installation of solar panels on industrial buildings and in agricultural 
holdings, again subject to certain siting and size conditions. 
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My Department is currently undertaking a review of the solar panel exemptions set out in 
Schedule 2 of the Regulations, and is actively engaging with the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment and other key stakeholders, with a view to finalising a 
proposal for draft amending Regulations - to reflect, inter alia, technical developments in the 
sector. One of the key considerations of the review is to ensure that solar panels can be erected 
- subject to certain siting and size conditions - without the need to obtain planning permission, 
to facilitate the generation of energy for self-consumption. 

As required under planning legislation, any such proposed exempted development regula-
tions must be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive reso-
lution from both Houses before they can be made. The draft regulations will also be subject to 
environmental reporting considerations before being finalised and signed into force.

05/03/2020WRRRR00200Local Authority Housing Maintenance

05/03/2020WRRRR003001200. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if additional funding will be provided in 2020 to local authorities for the housing voids 
programme in view of the need to eliminate delays in the allocation of vacant council houses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2957/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR004001201. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if additional funding will be allocated to Cavan County Council in 2020 for the hous-
ing voids programme to ensure the minimum delay in allocating vacant council houses which 
need upgrading; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2958/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1200 and 1201 together.

The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting 
repairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and car-
rying out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 58 
of the Housing Act 1966.  

Since 2014, Exchequer funding has also been provided through my Department’s Voids 
Programme to support local authorities in preparing vacant units for re-letting. This funding 
was introduced originally to tackle long term vacant units and is now targeted to ensure mini-
mal turnaround and re-let times for local authority vacant stock. During 2019, expenditure of 
some €26.6 million was recouped by local authorities under the Voids Programme. 

My Department will continue to support local authorities in their work in this area. There is 
however a commitment under Rebuilding Ireland that local authorities will introduce a preven-
tative maintenance approach to the management of their housing stock and it is logical that this 
will be significantly funded by the rental income from that same housing stock.  My Depart-
ment is in discussions on this with the City & County Management Association on behalf of 
local authorities. 

In relation to Cavan County Council, the local authority has received €1.65 million of fund-
ing from 2014 to 2019, resulting in 137 units being returned to use. While my Department will 
examine proposals from Cavan County Council under the voids programme in 2020, it would 
be of concern if there is any reduction in the local authority housing maintenance budgets and 
resultant capacity to maintain housing stock. The support of elected members for adequate bud-
getary provision for this important work will ensure quick re-letting of vacant housing and the 
adequate maintenance of all local authority housing stock.



Questions - Written Answers

594

05/03/2020WRRRR00700Water Services Infrastructure

05/03/2020WRRRR008001202. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if Donegal County Council is one of the 19 authorities which have made an appli-
cation under the programme for support relating to the taking in charge of housing estates; if the 
expert panel has made its recommendations on the suitability of projects under the programme 
for support; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2984/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In July 2019 my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 
Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021.  Bids were sought from local authorities for 
funding under the programme. The closing date for bids was 18 September 2019.  A total num-
ber of 19 local authorities with Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure in estates in 
their areas made applications for funding. 

Donegal County Council has made 45 applications to my Department under the new pro-
gramme.

My Department has completed a preliminary evaluation and clarification process on the 
bids received from the local authorities. The Expert Panel, which includes Departmental, stake-
holder and independent representation in the Chair, has been appointed.  The Panel will have its 
first meeting on 19 March 2020 and further meetings as necessary will follow.   

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to me on the suitability of projects for fund-
ing under the programme. This will be based on criteria set out in the Framework document 
issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. The Panel will report to my Department 
when their examination of the bids is concluded. I expect to be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on approvals and allocations once that process is concluded and has been consid-
ered in Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRRRR01000Water Services Infrastructure

05/03/2020WRRRR011001203. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 577 of 12 November 2019, the progress to 
date in the taking in charge of housing developments with stand-alone treatment plants; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [2987/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In July 2019 my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 
Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021. Bids were sought from local authorities for 
funding under the programme. The closing date was 18 September 2019.  A total of number of 
19 local authorities with Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure in estates in their 
areas made applications under the programme for support. 

My Department has completed a preliminary evaluation and clarification process on the 
bids received from the local authorities.  The Expert Panel, which includes Departmental, stake-
holder and independent representation in the Chair, has been appointed.  The Panel will have its 
first meeting on 19 March 2020 and further meetings as necessary will follow.   

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to me on the suitability of projects for fund-
ing under the programme. This will be based on criteria set out in the Framework document 
issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. The Panel will report to my Department 
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when their examination of the bids is concluded. I expect to be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on approvals and allocations once that process is concluded and has been consid-
ered in Q2 2020. 

05/03/2020WRRRR01300Social and Affordable Housing

05/03/2020WRRRR014001204. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if it will be ensured that Dublin City Council puts an affordable housing scheme in place 
having regard to sites that are earmarked for such housing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2997/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Land utilisation and activation is, in the first instance, a matter for the local authority and its 
elected members including the development of its land for the delivery of more affordable 
private housing. Furthermore, whilst my Department is supporting Dublin City Council, and 
indeed other local authorities in their plans to provide more affordable housing on their lands, 
it is, ultimately, the responsibility of the each respective Council and their elected members to 
progress such schemes.

Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009 which covers Affordable Dwell-
ing Purchase Arrangements, was commenced in June 2018.  This now provides the statutory 
basis for the delivery of affordable housing for purchase in the State. 

Under these provisions, I signed regulations in respect of the making of a Scheme of Priority 
on 12 March 2019, and these were issued to local authorities on 22 March 2019.  The purpose of 
a Scheme of Priority is to set out the affordable purchase arrangements at local authority level.  
This includes the methodology that will be applied by local authorities to determine the order 
of priority to be accorded to eligible households where the demand for such affordable dwell-
ings exceeds the number available.  I can confirm that Dublin City Council members agreed the 
Council’s Scheme of Priority in May of 2019 and I approved this Scheme in early July 2019.

In line with the legal requirements of the Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements, fur-
ther regulations will be put in place over the coming months regarding eligibility and other 
matters.

In order to support local authorities in their delivery of discounted homes, Government has 
committed €310 million under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  The Fund is to provide facilitat-
ing infrastructure on local authority sites so that more affordable homes, either to buy or rent, 
can be delivered.  At a maximum amount of €50,000 per home, it is anticipated at least 6,200 
more affordable homes can be provided. The SSF is being made available in areas where local 
authorities have demonstrated a requirement for affordable housing and a viability to deliver 
such housing on their sites.

Full details of the projects approved under the 1st and 2nd SSF call for proposals, including 
those in Dublin City and County Council areas, is available at the following links: 

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-10-local-authority-sites-af-
fordable-housing-serviced-sites-fund/.

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

It is intended to issue a further SSF call for proposals to local authorities later this year.
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As the Deputy will be aware, Dublin City Council is progressing with its plans for the deliv-
ery of affordable housing on its lands. Documentation available on the Council website, which 
was published in advance of the Council meeting of 2 March 2020, indicates a potential for 
1,989 more affordable homes across 10 schemes.  In addition to this, there is a potential 1,275 
cost rental units across 4 schemes. Details of the status and varying stages of these schemes can 
be found at the following link: 

https://councilmeetings.dublincity.ie/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=142&MId=3981&Ver=4.

05/03/2020WRRRR01600Local Authority Housing Funding

05/03/2020WRRRR017001205. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the discussions he has had on the redevelopment and insulation of Glovers Court 
flats, York Street, Dublin 2; and if funds will be allocated to Dublin City Council which will 
allow it to make the flats habitable for tenants. [3003/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department works closely with all local authorities with a view to progressing any potential 
Social Housing projects.

My Department has not yet received any application for funding in respect of Glovers Court 
flats in York St.

However, I understand that Dublin City Council are currently procuring a design team to 
carry out a feasibility study on Glovers Court for the purposes of redevelopment. It is a matter 
for Dublin City Council to bring forward proposals for Department funding approval. 

05/03/2020WRRRR01900Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/03/2020WRRRR020001206. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if Galway County Council and Galway City Council can continue to purchase houses on 
the open market for the purposes of social housing in circumstances in which this is the most 
appropriate way of providing social housing in individual cases; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3004/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The acquisition of second hand properties for social housing purposes by local authorities, has 
always been a part of their delivery approaches. However, it has always been the case that such 
an approach needs to be used carefully, focusing on priority situations, with local authorities 
seeking to ensure that they do not interfere unduly with the local private market.  Local authori-
ties should also be mindful of their construction programmes and those of AHBs; where these 
programmes are delivering new build social housing, this should be a priority rather than un-
dertaking significant programmes of acquisitions.

This approach will continue into 2020 under Rebuilding Ireland and, in the case of Galway 
City and County Councils, it is particularly notable that their construction programmes for new 
social housing, are significantly higher for 2020 and 2021, compared with previous years.  It’s 
important therefore, that the efforts and resources of the local authorities are focused more sig-
nificantly on their construction programmes and that they continue to use acquisitions in line 
with the above approach, where appropriate for priority situations.

In locations where, for example, a new build approach is not envisaged for social hous-
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ing delivery, I would encourage local authorities to acquire and refurbish properties that may 
be derelict or in need of upgrade. Programmes such as ‘Repair & Lease’ and ‘Buy & Renew’ 
support such work or local authorities may undertake a construction project to remediate older 
properties.

05/03/2020WRRRR02200Planning Guidelines

05/03/2020WRRRR023001207. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of a review of planning guidelines following the result of a court case 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3015/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR024001247. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the work of the working group on rural planning guidelines; when he expects 
the work of the group to conclude; and when he expects to be in a position to engage with the 
Houses of the Oireachtas and local authorities on new guidelines for county development plans 
post the 2019 local government elections to provide guidance on the issue. [3668/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1207 and 1247 together.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector.

My Department is reviewing the Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Authorities, to 
update guidance in light of both legislative changes and the introduction of the National Plan-
ning Framework (NPF) and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies. In line with the NPF 
objective 37, my Department is also working on guidance on preparation of Housing Need 
Demand Assessments, which will inform housing strategies and associated land use zoning 
policies.

In addition to reviewing the Development Plan Guidelines, my Department is reviewing 
whether to update the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for Planning Authorities or wheth-
er the update would be more appropriately reflected in new guidance on Sustainable Settle-
ments. Such guidance would incorporate both the Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2005) and the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on the Sustainable 
Residential Development in Urban Areas (2009), which encompasses towns and villages, to 
more appropriately reflect the range of areas and influences and the objectives of the NPF. 

05/03/2020WRRRR02600Water Services Infrastructure

05/03/2020WRRRR027001208. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when the expert panel which will evaluate bids from local authorities under the 
multi-annual developer provided water services infrastructure resolution programme 2019-21 
will be finalised; the timeframe for its work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3016/20]
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05/03/2020WRRRR02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In July 2019 my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 
Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021. Bids were sought from local authorities for 
funding under the programme. The closing date was 18 September 2019.  A total of number of 
19 local authorities with Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure in estates in their 
areas made applications under the programme for support. 

My Department has completed a preliminary evaluation and clarification process on the 
bids received from the local authorities.  The Expert Panel, which includes Departmental, stake-
holder and independent representation in the Chair, has been appointed.  The Panel will have its 
first meeting on 19 March 2020 and further meetings as necessary will follow.   

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to me on the suitability of projects for fund-
ing under the programme. This will be based on criteria set out in the Framework document 
issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. The Panel will report to my Department 
when their examination of the bids is concluded. I expect to be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on approvals and allocations once that process is concluded and has been consid-
ered in Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRRRR02900Water and Sewerage Schemes

05/03/2020WRRRR030001209. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when the increased payment for private domestic wells will be rolled out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3017/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2019, I announced details of the new Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. This 
included an improved funding scheme for individual wells and work is at an advanced stage of 
development for this scheme. The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant 
scheme are as follows:

- A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000 (which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount), or where the local authority agrees that the most ap-
propriate solution is to provide a new well, a maximum grant of €5,000;

- Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water treatment element (typi-
cally filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of €1,000;

- Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well.

I expect that the procedures for applying under this new scheme will be completed shortly 
when the necessary regulations dealing with the financial assistance arrangements and related 
administrative matters are put in place.  This will enable circular letters, terms and conditions, 
guidance and the application forms to issue to local authorities.

05/03/2020WRRRR03200Wind Energy Guidelines

05/03/2020WRRRR033001210. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if the updated guidelines for wind farms will include changes to the minimum 
distances from private residences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3018/20]
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05/03/2020WRRRR03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines in line with the “preferred draft approach” which was announced in June 2017 by 
the then Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, in conjunction with the then 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment. The review is addressing 
a number of key aspects including sound or noise, visual amenity setback distances, shadow 
flicker, community obligation, community dividend and grid connections. 

As part of the overall review process, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is be-
ing undertaken on the revised Guidelines before they come into effect, in accordance with the 
requirements of European Union Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of cer-
tain plans and programmes on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive. SEA 
is a process by which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated into the 
preparation of plans and programmes which act as frameworks for development consent, prior 
to their final adoption, with public consultation as part of that process.

As part of the SEA process, I launched a ten week public consultation on the draft revised 
Wind Energy Development Guidelines on 12 December 2019. The documents prepared for 
consultation are available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.hous-
ing.gov.ie/guidelines/wind-energy/public-consultation-revised-wind-energy-development-
guidelines. The consultation closed on 19 February 2020.

Finalised Guidelines will be prepared following detailed analysis and consideration of the 
submissions received during the consultation phase, and the conclusion of the SEA process.

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála, must have regard to guidelines issued under section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts. In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.

  Question No. 1211 answered with Question No. 1189.

05/03/2020WRRRR03600Septic Tank Grants

05/03/2020WRRRR037001212. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the new grant scheme to upgrade domestic septic tanks will be introduced; the 
reason for the delay in its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3096/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
approved a new funding scheme for on-site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly 
known as septic tanks) under the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 to replace 
the current grant which was brought into operation by the Domestic Waste Water Treatment 
System (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013.  The grant scheme is also being expanded 
to support the attainment of water quality objectives in what are called ‘high status objective 
catchment’ water areas and ‘prioritised areas for action’, as identified in the River Basin Man-
agement Plan for Ireland 2018-2021.

In developing the necessary regulatory and administrative changes to underpin the revised 
and improved grants scheme, my Department has over recent months met and consulted with 
key stakeholders, including the County and City Management Association, the Local Authority 
Waters Programme Office and the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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My Department also required legal advice in relation to the drafting of the regulations which 
are required for the new grant scheme. I am advised that this process is almost complete and it 
is hoped to make an announcement on the commencement of the new scheme shortly.

05/03/2020WRRRR03825Pyrite Issues

05/03/2020WRRRR038501213. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason the proposed mica-pyrite scheme is so different from a similar scheme previ-
ously used in the Dublin and Leinster region; the reason there is a considerably larger contri-
bution expected from homeowners who are not responsible for the situation that occurred; the 
requirements of the scheme in respect of those having to demolish their houses; if they have to 
apply to the local authority for planning permission to demolish and rebuild their property; if 
so, if there will be an exemption for local authority planning fees and contributions in view of 
the circumstances involved; the position that in the event of a rebuild the homeowner will be in 
a position to make the relevant BER upgrades; and the position regarding the operation of the 
scheme to date. [3150/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR03875Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
made Regulations under sections 2 and 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979, 
with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to provide for a grant 
scheme of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the counties of Donegal and 
Mayo to carry out the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due 
to defective concrete blocks. Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks in 
Construction (Remediation) (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2020.

The regulations came into operation on 31 January 2020, and my Department is currently 
in the process of finalising guidelines, which will be available in the coming weeks, to promote 
and support a consistent approach to the operation and administration of the defective concrete 
blocks grant scheme by Donegal and Mayo County Councils. The aim now is to commence the 
receipt of applications without delay.

The defective concrete blocks grant scheme is primarily a grant scheme of financial assis-
tance to support affected homeowners to carry out the necessary remediation works to dwell-
ings that have been damaged due to defective concrete blocks.  The scheme outlines five re-
medial options ranging from rebuilding on existing foundations to replacing of external walls. 
The maximum approved  costs per dwelling under the scheme range from €275,000 to €55,000 
depending on the remedial option. A grant of 90% of the approved costs associated with the 
necessary remediation works, subject to a maximum for each remedial option, or 90% of the 
actual cost of the remedial works, whichever is the lesser, is available under the scheme.

The scheme is targeted at assisting a restricted group of homeowners who have no other 
practicable options to access redress. It is not a compensation scheme and the regulations apply 
only in respect of qualifying works that have not commenced prior to confirmation of grant ap-
proval being issued in respect of a dwelling by the relevant local authority. Homeowners cannot 
seek the recoupment of costs associated with the remediation of a dwelling undertaken either 
prior to the commencement, or outside, of the scheme. This is in line with how similar Gov-
ernment schemes operate or have operated in the past, where prior approval is a key eligibility 
requirement.

Budget 2020 provides funding of €40 million to fund the operation of the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme and the defective concrete blocks grant scheme. Funding for future years will be 
agreed on an annual basis as part of the normal Estimates process and additional funding can 
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be provided should it be required. Mindful that the scheme is being funded from the Exchequer 
the scope of the scheme cannot be open ended. The funding available must be used prudently 
to achieve the most efficient and cost effective outcomes.

Separately, the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013, provides the statutory framework for the estab-
lishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to 
be implemented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite remediation 
scheme was first adopted in February 2014. 

While the Act provides that the scheme can be amended, replaced or revoked, this can only 
be done in accordance with the scope of the Act. The provisions of the Act apply only to dwell-
ings affected by significant damage attributable to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of 
reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material and not to damage arising in any other circum-
stance, e.g. such as pyrite or mica in concrete blocks. 

The Pyrite Remediation Scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme, which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie.   

In regard to planning permission and the defective concrete blocks grant scheme,  the Plan-
ning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), provide that “development” includes 
any associated demolition works. Consequently, the demolition and rebuild of affected dwell-
ings will require planning permission. However, requirements regarding planning permission 
and contributions are ultimately a matter for the relevant planning authority, who are indepen-
dent in the exercise of their statutory powers.

 Finally, the Building Regulations (as amended), apply to the construction of new buildings, 
extensions and material alterations to existing buildings. The five remedial options provided for 
under the defective concrete blocks grant scheme constitute a material alteration to an existing 
building. 

Any works that are beyond the requirements of the current building regulations for existing 
dwellings, or any works that are not required for or ancillary to the remediation of damage to 
the dwelling arising out of, or in connection with, the use of defective concrete blocks in its 
construction, while not prohibited, do not qualify for grant assistance under the scheme. In this 
context, energy upgrades beyond the requirements of the current building regulations for  exist-
ing dwellings, do not qualify for grant assistance under this scheme.

Similarly, in line with Government policy on waste prevention and value for money con-
siderations, the reuse, recovery and recycling of materials, is encouraged where possible. The 
costs associated with the unnecessary replacement of items such as windows, doors and kitchen 
units, do not qualify for grant assistance under this scheme.    

The primary responsibility for compliance with the requirements of the building regulations 
rests with the designers, builders and owners of buildings. 

05/03/2020WRRRR03900Planning Issues

05/03/2020WRRRR040001214. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of a project (details supplied) in County Mayo; and the extra resources which 
will be made available to Mayo County Council to develop this project. [3151/20]
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05/03/2020WRRRR04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
30 May 2017, the Government designated 284 hectares of lands at Ireland West Airport Knock 
(IWAK) as a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) under Section 166 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000 (as amended).

The preparation of a Planning Scheme in respect of an SDZ is a function of the relevant 
development agency, under Section 168 of the Act.  

On 29 May 2019, the specified development agency, in this case Mayo County Council, 
published the draft planning scheme for the SDZ for public consultation for six weeks, closing 
on 12 July 2019, in accordance with Section 169 of the Act. 

The Chief Executive of the planning authority submitted a report on submissions and ob-
servations received during the consultation period for consideration by the Council and on 9 
September 2019, the planning authority made the IWAK SDZ Planning Scheme. Further details 
are available on Mayo County Council’s website at the following link: www.mayococo.ie. 

Further to the making of the planning scheme, the planning authority must grant permission 
for any development which is consistent with the planning scheme, with no further appeal to An 
Bord Pleanála against the decision of the planning authority.

As the planning scheme has now been adopted,  delivery of this project is a matter in the first 
instance for Mayo County Council, who may engage as necessary with relevant Departments/
Agencies in relation to available capital programmes.

05/03/2020WRRRR04200Homeless Accommodation Funding

05/03/2020WRRRR043001215. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the funding allocated for homeless day services in 2019; and the regional break-
down of same. [3199/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency accom-
modation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.

My Department does not fund any homeless services directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards these costs.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must 
provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Housing authorities may 
also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding arrange-
ments with my Department.  Therefore, the exact spend by housing authorities on homeless ser-
vices, as well as the types of services, are a matter for individual housing authorities in consul-
tation with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homeless Consultative Forum.

Financial reports from each of the homeless regions, are published on my Department’s 
website. These reports includes a breakdown of expenditure in each region.  The reports 
are available at the following link: https//www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/
homelessness-data.  The financial reports for 2019 are currently being collated in my Depart-
ment and will be published shortly.  

05/03/2020WRRRR04500Water Services Infrastructure
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05/03/2020WRRRR046001216. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a decision has been made on a developer provided infrastructure application for 
an estate (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3239/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In July 2019 my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 
Infrastructure Resolution Programme 2019-2021.  Bids were sought from local authorities for 
funding under the programme. The closing date for bids was 18 September 2019.  A total num-
ber of 19 local authorities with Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure in estates in 
their areas made applications for funding.  Kerry County Council included the estate listed in 
the details supplied in its application. 

My Department has completed a preliminary evaluation and clarification process on the 
bids received from the local authorities. The Expert Panel, which includes Departmental, stake-
holder and independent representation in the Chair, has been appointed.  The Panel will have its 
first meeting on 19 March 2020 and further meetings as necessary will follow.   

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to me on the suitability of projects for fund-
ing under the programme. This will be based on criteria set out in the Framework document 
issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. The Panel will report to my Department 
when their examination of the bids is concluded. I expect to be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on approvals and allocations once that process is concluded and has been consid-
ered in Q2 2020.

05/03/2020WRRRR04725Foreshore Licence Applications

05/03/2020WRRRR047501217. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when a decision will be made on an application for a foreshore licence by a company 
(details supplied); the process by which issues raised during the public consultation relating to 
the licence will be dealt with, particularly issues affecting fisher persons and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3246/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR04775Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Detail in relation to the processing of this application are available 
on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/deep-sea-fibre-
networks-ltd.

It is not appropriate for me to comment in detail on an application that will come before me 
for determination, however, all submissions made during the public consultation phase will be 
considered prior to the determination of the application. 

05/03/2020WRRRR04800Social and Affordable Housing Data

05/03/2020WRRRR049001218. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average construction costs and all-in development costs for one, two, three and four 
bedroom social houses and one, two and three bedroom social apartments delivered under the 
SHIP programme in 2019, in tabular form. [3258/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR050001248. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the updated cost of building a one, two and three bedroom public unit on public land. 
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[3703/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR051001251. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the estimated cost of provision of a house through the State both with and without land 
cost included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3871/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1218, 1248 and 1251 together.

There are a number of variables involved in estimating the cost of providing social housing 
homes, such as the form of delivery, size of unit, land, funding, etc. In terms of construction and 
‘all-in’ costs, the averages as sought for the various sized units, based on full capital costs, are 
set out in the following tables.

Houses 1 bed 2 bed(1 sto-
rey)

2 bed(2 sto-
rey) 

3 bed 4 bed 

Construction €155,818 €165,132 €174,206 €184,685 €199,491 
All-in-Cost €201,359 €212,624 €222,582 €234,571 €252,047 

Apartments 1   bed 2   bed 3 bed
Construction €174,159 €189,112 €209,482
All-in-Cost €225,082 €243,476 €267,629
The above figures are based on returned data from tendered social housing schemes over an 

extended period. ‘Construction’ cost is reflective of building costs (including VAT) and also in-
cludes normal site works and site development. ‘All-in-Cost’ includes cost of construction, land 
cost, professional fees, utility connections, site investigations/surveys, archaeology where ap-
propriate, VAT and contribution to public art. Abnormal costs are excluded from these figures.

05/03/2020WRRRR05300Social and Affordable Housing Data

05/03/2020WRRRR054001219. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of Part V social housing units delivered by each local authority in 2020, by 
local authority; and the average cost by local authority, in tabular form. [3259/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department collects and collates national statistics on the delivery of social housing on a 
quarterly basis, including Part V delivery. This data is provided by the 31 local authorities as the 
lead delivery agents and are then validated by the Statistics Unit in my Department.

The latest statistics published cover Quarter 3 2019. The following link shows activity in the 
area of Part V since 2014:

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/part_v_output_by_area_2014-to-date.
xlsx.

Details in relation to Part V in the context of overall social housing delivery 2019 under 
Rebuilding Ireland, are available on my Department’s website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/social_housing_output_overviewbyar-
ea-to-date.xlsx.

Validation for Quarter 4 2019 is currently underway and will be available in due course. A 
unit cost analysis will be completed once the delivery outputs are finalised. 
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05/03/2020WRRRR05600Social and Affordable Housing Data

05/03/2020WRRRR057001220. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of new long-term leases delivered by each local authority in 2020; and the 
average cost per year for each local authority in tabular form. [3260/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR058001221. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the annual cost by local authority for all long-term leased social housing; the person or 
body that will own the units at the end of the lease term, that is, local authority, approved hous-
ing body, NARPS and private owner, in tabular form. [3261/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR059001222. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing units leased from NARPS; the cost per year of the leases 
since the leases were signed; the length of the leases; and the ownership of the units when the 
lease term expires. [3262/20]

05/03/2020WRRRR06000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1220 to 1222, inclusive, together.

Of the 50,000 social housing homes to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, over 10,000 
homes are targeted to be leased by local authorities and approved housing bodies under leas-
ing arrangements from a range of different sources, including direct leasing by local authorities 
and approved housing bodies, rental availability agreements, the Repair and Leasing Scheme, 
the Mortgage to Rent Scheme and Enhanced Leasing.  The exact blend of delivery under leas-
ing in any given year will depend on the availability of existing stock and new homes in par-
ticular. Leasing is funded under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP), 
which also meets the current costs of dwellings delivered by approved housing bodies under the 
CALF and Housing Agency Acquisitions Programmes. 

Data in relation to the number of homes leased in 2020 will be collated and published on my 
Department’s website on a quarterly basis throughout 2020.

The annual cost in 2019 for leased homes, by local authority, is set out in the following 
Table. 

Table: Total Spend for Leased Homes 2019

Local Authority Annual Cost
CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL €787,285
CAVAN COUNTY COUNCIL €264,679
CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL €2,523,082
CORK CITY COUNCIL €3,235,170
CORK COUNTY COUNCIL €2,877,463
DLR COUNTY COUNCIL €1,469,177
DONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL €1,805,224
DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL €7,792,948
FINGAL COUNTY COUNCIL €6,268,286
GALWAY CITY COUNCIL €1,701,391
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL €539,906
KERRY COUNTY COUNCIL €2,406,714
KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL €1,965,121
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Local Authority Annual Cost
KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL €689,628
LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL €1,357,036
LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL €83,750
LIMERICK CITY & COUNTY COUNCIL €1,409,179
LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL €688,209
LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL €3,374,329
MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL €1,323,481
MEATH COUNTY COUNCIL €1,319,144
MONAGHAN COUNTY COUNCIL €343,280
OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL €1,796,437
ROSCOMMON COUNTY COUNCIL €146,810
SLIGO COUNTY COUNCIL €529,851
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL €7,297,839
TIPPERARY COUNTY COUNCIL €2,543,599
WATERFORD CITY & COUNTY COUN-
CIL

€1,807,967

WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL €2,403,545
WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL €1,588,343
WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL €573,817
Grand Total €62,912,690
A total of 8,430 homes were operational under the leasing programme at end 2019. Of this 

number, 4,580 (54%) will be owned by private owners at the end of the lease term; 553 (7%) 
will be owned by AHBs, 1,254 (15%) will be owned by NARPS and 2,043 (24%) will be owned 
by local authorities. 

NAMA has established a special purpose vehicle (National Asset Residential Property Ser-
vices Limited ‘NARPS’), to take ownership of properties where there is an established demand 
and then lease them long-term to an Approved Housing Body (AHB) or local authority. Infor-
mation in relation to the number of leases broken down by AHB and local authority, are avail-
able on the NAMA website (updated to End-December 2019), at the following link:  https://
www.nama.ie/our-work/social-initiatives/social-housing.

All NARPS leases are 20 years and 9 months in duration. The total cost of NARPS leases in 
2019 was €11,116,511; the total cost in 2018 was €12,126,909. Leasing costs prior to 2018 are 
available on a cumulative basis only and as such, it is not possible to give a breakdown of the 
cost of NARPS leases before that date. The ownership of the properties remains with NARPS 
at the expiration of the lease term.

All data is based on local authority claims for operational agreements recorded on the De-
partment’s SHCEP financial management system. Any variations in data between operational 
figures and total output under leasing delivery streams is due to the time lag in the submission 
of claims to my Department in respect of new claims after delivery.

05/03/2020WRSSS00300Traveller Accommodation

05/03/2020WRSSS004001223. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the total spend by each local authority of their traveller accommodation budget to date in 
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2020; and the total allocation of such funds for 2020, in tabular form. [3263/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

In 2020, to facilitate ease of access to funding for Traveller-specific accommodation, my  De-
partment is no longer allocating  specific budgets to individual local authorities.  Instead,  it is 
open to all local authorities to apply for and drawdown funds at any time through the year and 
this is actively encouraged by my Department. 

The Traveller-specific budget for 2020 is €14.5m and drawdown to-date is set out in the 
following table.

Region  €
Carlow  €                           -      
Cavan  €                           -      
Clare  €                           -      
Cork City  €                       17,000   
Cork County  €                           -      
Donegal  €                           -      
Dublin City  €                     144,000   
DLR  €                           -      
Fingal  €                           -      
South Dublin  €                           -      
Galway City  €                           -      
Galway County  €                       24,000   
Kerry  €                         4,000
Kildare  €                           -      
Kilkenny  €                         1,000    
Laois  €                     180,000   
Leitrim  €                           -      
Limerick City & Co.  €                           -      
Longford  €                           -      
Louth  €                           -      
Mayo  €                           -      
Meath  €                           -      
Monaghan  €                           -      
Offaly  €                           -      
Roscommon  €                           -      
Sligo  €                      324,000 
Tipperary  €                           -      
Waterford City & Co.  €                           -      
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Westmeath  €                           -      
Wexford  €                           -      
Wicklow  €                           -      
Overall Total  €                    694,000 

05/03/2020WRSSS00600Social and Affordable Housing Maintenance

05/03/2020WRSSS007001224. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing retrofits carried out to date in 2020 by each local authority; 
the cost of the programme in each local authority; and the average BER rating achieved from 
the retrofit in each local authority. [3264/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
For 2020, the Energy Efficiency Retrofitting programme for social housing has an allocated 
exchequer budget of €25 million, while a further €20 million is being made available for similar 
retrofitting in the midlands as part of the ‘Just Transition’ programme. 

Details of social housing units retrofitted per local authority, are recorded as and when each 
local authority draws down their allocated funding. Funding has not been drawn down to date in 
2020 under this programme and accordingly, my Department does not have data on the number 
of units retrofitted by local authority. 

Over €151 million of exchequer support has been provided for this work to end-2019, which 
has improved the energy efficiency and comfort levels in over 71,000 local authority homes. An 
annualised breakdown of the funding provided in that period, is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/energy-effi-
ciencyretrofitting/energy-efficiency-retrofitting-programme.

05/03/2020WRSSS00900Home Loan Scheme

05/03/2020WRSSS010001225. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications, approvals and drawdowns of the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan mortgage by local authority to date in 2020; and the average amount approved and drawn 
down in each local authority in 2020, in tabular form. [3267/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the Re-
building Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to the 
authorities to approve or refuse applications.

I have asked the Agency to compile figures on the numbers of applications that it has as-
sessed and recommended to approve since the beginning of 2020.  So far this year, the Housing 
Agency has assessed 347 applications of which, 151 have been recommended for approval. 
Data on drawdowns is not available.

My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that an 
official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). Information on the RIHL up to Quarter 3 2019, including in relation to the 
number and value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns and also, average loan amounts are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link:
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  www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/attachments/rihl-loans-2019-todate.xlsx.

Each local authority must have in place a Credit Committee and it is a matter for the Com-
mittee to make the final decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations, 
and having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

Loan Applications Assessed and Recommended for Approval by Housing Agency to 
end Feb 2020

Local Authority Applications Assessed Recommended to Approve 
Carlow County Council 10 2 
Cavan County Council 2 0 
Clare County Council 7 2 
Cork City Council 21 8 
Cork County Council 19 11 
Donegal County Council 5 1 
Dublin City Council 44 18 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council 

10 8 

Fingal County Council 33 21 
Galway City Council 3 2 
Galway County Council 5 2 
Kerry County Council 11 2 
Kildare County Council 8 5 
Kilkenny County Council 7 2 
Laois County Council 13 6 
Leitrim County Council 1 0 
Limerick City & County 
Council 

7 1 

Longford County Council 6 5 
Louth County Council 11 4 
Mayo County Council 4 2 
Meath County Council 22 8 
Monaghan County Council 5 0 
Offaly County Council 2 1 
Roscommon County Coun-
cil 

3 3 

Sligo County Council 2 0 
South Dublin County Coun-
cil 

34 19 

Tipperary County Council 7 2 
Waterford City & County 
Council 

4 2 

Westmeath County Council 1 1 
Wexford County Council 18 3 
Wicklow County Council 22 10 
Total 347 151 
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05/03/2020WRSSS01200Housing Assistance Payment Data

05/03/2020WRSSS013001226. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the frequency with which HAP limits for local authorities outside Dublin are reviewed; 
the criteria that must be met in order for HAP limits to be increased; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3294/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Increased rent limits for Rent Supplement and the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme 
were introduced in 2016. The HAP limits were agreed in conjunction with the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP).  In reviewing rent limits, my Department 
worked closely with the DEASP and monitored data gathered from the Residential Tenancies 
Board and the HAP Shared Services Centre.  The HAP rent limits were increased significantly 
in July 2016, in the order of 60% in some cases.

Maximum rent limits for the HAP scheme are set out for each housing authority area by the 
Housing Assistance Payment (Amendment) Regulations 2017.  The current maximum HAP 
rent limits are available on the Irish Statute Book website at the following link:

  http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/si/56/made/en/print?q=S.I.+56.

Local authorities also have discretion, because of local rental market conditions, to exceed 
the maximum rent limit by up to 20%, or up to 50% in the Dublin region for those households 
either in, or at immediate risk of homelessness. The additional discretion available to homeless 
households recognises the difficulty this cohort of households face in sourcing and securing 
properties in a highly competitive rental market. It is a matter for the local authority to deter-
mine if the application of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case basis and also the level 
of additional discretion applied in each case.  

Taking account of the additional discretion available to local authorities to exceed the maxi-
mum rent limit by up to 20%, and up to 50% in the Dublin region for those households either 
in, or at immediate risk of homelessness, I am satisfied that the HAP scheme is operating ef-
fectively. 

I am also conscious that increasing the current HAP rent limits could have negative infla-
tionary impacts, leading to a detrimental impact on the wider rental market, including for those 
households who are not receiving HAP support.

My Department closely monitors the level of discretion being used by local authorities, 
taking into account other sources of data, including Residential Tenancies Board rent data pub-
lished on a quarterly basis. I am satisfied that the current maximum rent limits, together with the 
additional flexibility available to local authorities, are generally sufficient to support the effec-
tive operation of the HAP scheme.  However, I will continue to keep the matter under review.

05/03/2020WRSSS01500Housing Assistance Payment

05/03/2020WRSSS016001227. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the steps persons seeking private rented accommodation can take in cases in which 
they are discriminated against by landlords in view of the fact they are HAP tenants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3295/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme plays a vital role in housing eligible families 



5 March 2020

611

and individuals.  At the end of Q4 2019, over 71,000 HAP tenancies had been set-up since 
the scheme commenced, of which there were more than 52,500 households actively in receipt 
of HAP support and over 30,000 separate landlords and agents providing accommodation to 
households supported by the scheme.  

A landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into a 
tenancy agreement specifically with a HAP recipient. However, on 1 January 2016, the Equality 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 introduced “housing assistance” as a new discriminatory 
ground. This means that discrimination in the provision of accommodation or related service 
and amenities against people in receipt of rent supplement, HAP or other social welfare pay-
ments is prohibited. Further information is available at the following link:

   https://www.ihrec.ie/your-rights/i-have-an-issue-with-a-service/i-have-an-issue-about-
accommodation/.

If a person feels that they have been discriminated against by a landlord or their agent, they 
can make a complaint under the Equal Status Acts to the Workplace Relations Commission; 
further information is available on the Commission’s website at the following link: https://www.
workplacerelations.ie.

05/03/2020WRSSS01800Housing Data

05/03/2020WRSSS019001228. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of new builds in County Roscommon in each of the past five years; the 
number of new builds in Ballinasloe, County Galway; the number of residential properties 
taken under the control of the local authorities in both locations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3296/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Information on ‘New Dwelling Completions’ in each local authority area, is published by the 
Central Statistics Office and is available at the following link:

  https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=NDQ05
&PLanguage=0.

In relation to new social housing, the output of each local authority, including Roscommon 
and Galway County, are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

  https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/housing-statistics. 

The most recent quarterly report sets out the position to the end of Quarter 3 of 2019.  De-
tails relating to delivery in Quarter 4 of 2019 will be published as soon as they are validated. 
Details relating to the number of new build social homes in Ballinasloe and the number of 
residential properties taken under the control of the local authorities in both locations, may be 
sought directly from Galway and Roscommon County Councils.

05/03/2020WRSSS02100Fire Station Closures

05/03/2020WRSSS022001229. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on the fact that a fire station (details supplied) has been closed for over three 
years; if he will communicate with the relevant local authority in view of the concern for public 
safety in the town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3298/20]
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05/03/2020WRSSS02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the 
establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the pro-
vision of fire station premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire 
Service Acts 1981 and 2003.  My Department supports fire authorities through general policy 
setting and preparing legislation, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on 
operational and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural 
projects.

Roscommon County Council provides a fire service based out of fire stations at Roscommon 
town, Elphin, Boyle, Ballaghdereen and Strokestown. Significant areas of the county are also 
served from fire stations located in adjacent counties including Athlone, Ballinasloe, Ballyhau-
nis, Carrick-on-Shannon and Lanesboro.

My Department was informed by Roscommon County Council in February 2017 that, due 
to a particular local circumstance, Castlerea Fire Station was stood down with an efficient and 
safe fire cover being provided from the adjacent fire stations.

05/03/2020WRSSS02400Fire Service Staff

05/03/2020WRSSS025001230. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if there is a mileage allowance for chief fire officers and assistant chief fire officers in 
local authorities for the use of their own private car in the fire service; if these personnel can 
use official fire service vehicles for their own private use; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3299/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Public sector travel expenses policy is overseen by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. The travel expenses regime in the local authority sector is governed by Circular letters 
issued by my Department based on the guidance from the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform. These circulars are applicable to all local authority employees including fire ser-
vice personnel.  I understand, the provision of official fire service vehicles is to assist fire ser-
vice personnel in the delivery of fire services.

05/03/2020WRSSS02625Fire Safety Regulations

05/03/2020WRSSS026501231. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether restricting escape routes from bedrooms to routes through the kitch-
en not including sprinklers and having a minimum distance of only 1.8 metres from escape 
route to potential kitchen fire are adequate safeguards in view of the revised Technical Guid-
ance Document B – Fire Safety (2006). [3307/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS02675Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Part B and Technical Guidance Document (TGD) B of the Building 
Regulations deal with Fire Safety.  Part B of the Second Schedule of the Building Regulations 
sets the legal performance requirements of buildings and the associated TGD B provides guid-
ance on how to achieve that performance for common building types. Where works are carried 
out in accordance with the guidance in TGD B, this will, prima facie, indicate compliance with 
Part B. 

The design of apartments, in Ireland, has been evolving over recent years, as design teams 
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learn from best practice around the world. In particular, open plan apartments are becoming 
increasingly popular. TGD B 2006 did not provide specific guidance on open plan apartment 
arrangements. In 2018, following liaison with Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB), a working group of 
experts from DFB and my Department was set up to examine the issue of open plan apartments 
in Ireland and develop appropriate guidance.

In developing the additional guidance, standards, tests, engineering approaches were con-
sidered and fire safety requirements in a number of jurisdictions, including England, Scotland, 
America, Australia, Denmark and Hong Kong were reviewed.   

The aim of the additional national guidance is to provide both local authorities and industry 
with greater clarity on how to achieve and demonstrate compliance with Part B for open plan 
apartments and to promote consistency across the country. 

The additional guidance amending TGD B 2006 published in February 2020 has a number 
of provisions for buildings containing apartments and includes a new section specifying provi-
sions for open plan apartments. 

In relation to internal layouts and provisions for open plan apartments with travel distances 
exceeding 9m, the guidance provides for  

- sprinkler protection within the apartment to control fire development; 

- maximum travel distances within the apartment of 20m;  

- single storey apartments only;

- an enhanced fire detection and alarm systems within the apartment; interconnected alarms 
in circulation areas, bedrooms and high risk areas to ensure early detection and warning of a 
fire; and 

- enclosed kitchens or a distance of 1.8m from the main kitchen cooking appliances to the 
escape route, which is in line with international research and testing.

For smaller apartments, with travel distances less than or equal to 9m, the guidance in TGD 
B has not changed. TGD B has referenced BS 5588 Part 1: 1990 since the introduction of Build-
ing Regulations in 1991, and this continues to be applicable. In these apartments, the travel 
distances from the flat entrance door to any point in any habitable room cannot exceed 9 m, no 
habitable room can be an inner room, the position of any cooking facilities should be remote 
from the dwelling entrance door and not prejudice the escape route from any point in the apart-
ment. This typically applies to small studio type flats with open internal layouts. 

In response to the Deputy’s question, the additional guidance to TGD B published in Feb-
ruary 2020 does not permit a distance of 1.8 metres from the escape route to the main kitchen 
cooking appliance in non-sprinklered apartments.  It should also be noted that an escape route 
from a bedroom cannot be through a kitchen in a non-sprinklered apartment, as no habitable 
room can be an inner room in accordance with BS 5588 Part 1: 1990, as currently referenced 
in TGDB. 

It should be noted that the additional guidance to TGD B published in February 2020 pro-
vides guidance on other aspects of fire safety for buildings containing apartments and these are 
set out at the beginning of reprint TGD B 2020.  All of the guidance in TGD B (Reprint 2020) 
should be considered collectively, as fire safety must be addressed in a holistic manner, con-
sidering building resilience and ensuring a building is safe for occupant egress and firefighter 
operations simultaneously.
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05/03/2020WRSSS02700Social and Affordable Housing

05/03/2020WRSSS028001232. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of revisions being made to the social housing application form to identify the 
need for wheelchair suitable housing; when he expects the revised application form to be intro-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3341/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has been engaged in a process of revision of the social housing application 
form in collaboration with the local authority sector. The application form, as currently pre-
scribed in regulations, already allows applicants to identify that they have particular housing 
requirement arising from a disability. 

As part of the work on the application form, my Department was requested to consider in-
cluding a specific identifier for persons that require “wheelchair suitable” accommodation and 
this has been agreed.  

Work on the application form is at an advanced stage and it is intended to publish the rel-
evant revised regulations shortly.

05/03/2020WRSSS03000State Bodies Property

05/03/2020WRSSS031001233. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the lands and buildings, excluding local authority houses, owned by public bodies 
in County Mayo. [3358/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The information requested is not available in my Department.

05/03/2020WRSSS03300Local Authority Housing Funding

05/03/2020WRSSS034001234. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number and value of CALF/CLSS loans held by each local authority; the number of 
social housing units related to the loans; the due date on the loans; the interest rate charged on 
the loans; and if he will provide other information regarding the loans which he is of the view 
is relevant in tabular form. [3458/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Capital Advance Loan Facility (CALF funding is capital support provided to Approved Hous-
ing Bodies (AHBs) by local authorities to facilitate the funding of construction, acquisition 
or refurbishment of new social housing units.  This loan facility can support up to 30% of the 
eligible capital cost of the housing project, with the housing units provided to local authorities 
for social housing use under long-term lease arrangements known as Payment and Availability 
Agreements. A nominal interest rate of 2% fixed per annum is charged by the local authority on 
the initial capital amount. Repayments on either the capital or interest are not required during 
the term of the loan (between 10 and 30 years), although where an AHB chooses to, repayments 
can be made during the term. At the end of the term, the outstanding capital amount plus the 
interest accrued, is owed and repayable to the local authority. The local authority issues the 
CALF monies to the AHB and the local authority, in turn, recoups same from the Department. 
The remainder of the capital cost is sourced by the AHB through other borrowings, to which 
the local authorities are not party. 
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My Department does not hold the loan agreements under CALF, as the loan agreement, is 
between the local authority and the relevant AHB.  Accordingly, information on the number 
and value of CALF loans, including the balance owning and associated due date, is held by the 
relevant local authorities.  The value and the term of each CALF loan varies by project.

While my Department does not hold the loan agreements, the following is a table of CALF-
related monies drawn down from my Department since 2016 by the various local authorities.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-03-06_pq1234-5-3-2020_en.docx  “>Tables</a>]

05/03/2020WRSSS03600Housing Inspections

05/03/2020WRSSS037001235. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount allocated to each local authority to carry out inspections of private rented 
dwellings in 2019 and to date in 2020. [3484/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Between 2005 and 2018, over €39 million was paid to local authorities to assist them in the 
performance of their functions under the Housing Acts, including the inspection of rented ac-
commodation. Over 258,000 inspections were carried out during this period.

The Rental Strategy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local 
authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the 
Regulations. Provision has been made for €6 million of Exchequer funding to be made avail-
able to local authorities in 2020 for this purpose, with the intention of providing a further in-
crease in 2021 to facilitate a targeted inspection rate of 25% of rental properties annually at that 
stage. Funding is provided on the basis of inspections carried out rather than through advance 
allocations.

Detailed information in relation to inspections carried out by each Local Authority since 
2005, can be found on my Department’s website at the following link:

  http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-
housing-market-statistics. 

Details of the amounts paid to each local authority to quarter 3 2019 are set out in the fol-
lowing table:

Local Authority   Total payment to Qtr 3 2019
Carlow   €20,100
Cavan   €27,100
Clare   €61,100
Cork County   €120,200
Donegal   €89,300
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown   €87,950
Fingal   €323,350
Galway   €49,200
Kerry   €113,400
Kildare   €92,650
Kilkenny   €50,050
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Laois   €29,250
Leitrim   €23,950
Limerick   €132,100
Longford   €38,300
Louth   €82,700
Mayo   €57,500
Meath   €54,850
Monaghan   €31,700
Offaly    €3,300
Roscommon   €40,450
Sligo   €58,350
South Dublin   €221,850
Tipperary   €94,600
Waterford   €95,350
Westmeath   €58,500
Wexford   €76,550
Cork City Council   €95,400
Galway City Council   €11,250
Dublin City Council  €774,250
TOTALS €3,014,600
Quarter 4 payments are currently being finalised and are due to be paid to local authorities 

within the coming days. 

05/03/2020WRSSS03825Water Services

05/03/2020WRSSS038501236. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the reform of water services including the creation of a single utility and a 
referendum to enshrine water in public ownership. [3485/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS03875Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The broad policy context for the development of water services is set out in the Water Services 
Policy Statement 2018-2025, as published in May 2018 following the approval of Government. 
This includes the ongoing transformation process to position Irish Water as the single, publicly 
owned national water services authority, accountable to the Oireachtas.  Related to this process, 
the Government decided in July 2018 that Irish Water would be separated from the Ervia Group 
during 2023.

In this context, Irish Water has proposed fully integrating its operations and ending the 
current operational arrangements for the delivery of water services through service level agree-
ments with local authorities.  As this proposal will give rise to significant organisational change 
for local authorities and their staff, the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) has been 
tasked with facilitating engagement between the key stakeholders, namely, Irish Water / Ervia; 
ICTU and relevant affiliated unions (Forsa, SIPTU, Connect and UNITE); and the County and 
City Management Association / Local Government Management Agency.   

Three interlinked elements have been identified which the new arrangements must address: 

(a) To provide Irish Water with the necessary control of operations, accountability and ca-
pacity to manage risk and communicate and negotiate with all water services workers on the 
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change agenda and provide a single identity for customer facing services;

(b) To ensure that Irish Water is not left without an appropriate skilled workforce to carry 
out its statutory functions and local authorities are not left with stranded costs; and,

(c) To address the concerns of workers in relation to the future deployment of the current 
local authority water staff.  

The formal engagement under the WRC commenced in February 2019 and three formal 
meetings and a number of bilateral meetings have been held to date. 

There are also constitutional and governance issues that are of interest and relevant to the 
future provision of water services in Ireland.  These matters have been discussed with relevant 
stakeholders in different strands of dialogue outside of the WRC process and will be a matter 
for a new Government and Oireachtas to progress.

05/03/2020WRSSS03900Mayoral Election

05/03/2020WRSSS040001237. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of implementing the result of the plebiscite supporting a directly elected mayor 
for Limerick. [3486/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The people of Limerick voted in favour of a directly elected 
Mayor with executive functions for their local authority area in a plebiscite on 24 May 2019. 

The Local Government Act 2019 requires the Minister to submit to the Oireachtas a report 
with legislative proposals for a directly elected mayor for Limerick, within two years of the 
plebiscite vote, i.e. by 24 May 2021. 

Work is ongoing both within my Department and in consultation with other relevant Depart-
ments to analyse all legislation conferring functions and powers on local authorities to inform 
the required report and legislative proposals. 

In order to inform the process further, an Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) has also 
been established in Limerick, under the chairmanship of Mr Tim O’Connor. Its members in-
clude representatives of the main stakeholders in Limerick City & County, including elected 
members, and representatives of business, community, academic and student interests.   

Information on the Group, including its membership, terms of reference, meeting agendas 
and reports, are available at the following link:

  https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/your-council/your-mayor/limerick-mayor-imple-
mentation-advisory-group.

The Groups primary focus so far has been on determining the scope of the role, particularly 
identifying substantive new functions and responsibilities, and matching resources, that could 
be recommended for assignation to the new Mayor, who will have a strong directly elected man-
date. The Group is taking the approach that local government in Limerick must be enhanced  
through the directly elected mayor project, encapsulating enhancements in the effectiveness of 
the elected council and the executive function, led and supported by the new Directly Elected 
Mayor. 

As part of its analysis a series of case studies is currently being undertaken to examine local 
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government mayoral experience in other comparable jurisdictions. A major public consultation 
exercise is being undertaken seeking feedback from Limerick people and communities on the 
positive differences a Directly Elected Mayor can make. A public information event is envis-
aged for later this year at which the IAG will present its initial findings.

05/03/2020WRSSS04200Planning Investigations

05/03/2020WRSSS043001238. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the report into planning irregularities in County Donegal. [3487/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
received the report, entitled ‘A Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of Donegal 
County Council’, by Mr. Rory Mulcahy S.C., on 11 June 2017.

Following initial analysis and assessment of the report’s findings and recommendations, 
including interaction with my Department’s own legal advisors and the Attorney General’s 
Office, a comprehensive set of queries and a request for advice in relation to certain matters 
was submitted to the Attorney General.  This included a request for advice regarding potential 
publication and dissemination of the report.

Taking account of the Attorney General’s advice, my Department considered the matter 
further and prepared a submission for my consideration, including an assessment of the options 
available to me in terms publication or dissemination.

Developments adjacent to this subsequently raised fresh queries.  I consulted my own legal 
advisers and the Attorney General’s Office on these matters.  I met with Senior Counsel in De-
cember 2018, and on 17th December 2018 further correspondence from Senior Counsel was 
received.

I signed the Order to commence the operation of the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) 
in April 2019.  The creation of the OPR was a major recommendation of the Planning Tribunal.  
The OPR has an important role in reviewing local authorities’ administration of their planning 
functions.  My Department and other stakeholder bodies are currently working closely with the 
OPR in the development of their review functions.  These significant ongoing developments in 
the planning area are providing a wider context for my considerations. 

I am considering the report and the extensive legal advices received.  Once I have concluded 
my deliberations, I will be in a position to make a further statement.

05/03/2020WRSSS04500Local Authority Staff Data

05/03/2020WRSSS046001239. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of additional staff allocated to each local authority to bring vacant homes back 
into use. [3488/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Pillar 5 of Rebuilding Ireland, which aims to ensure that existing housing stock is used 
to the maximum degree possible, the Vacant Homes Unit was established in 2017 within my 
Department with the primary aim of driving and coordinating actions at central and local gov-
ernment levels and to support local authorities in identifying vacant properties.

Since 2018, my Department has secured funding of €50,000 per annum for each local au-
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thority to support the work of a Vacant Homes Office. The provision of central funding rein-
forces the capacity of my Department’s Vacant Homes Unit to liaise with and seek information/
statistics from a dedicated contact point within each local authority. The Vacant Homes Office 
plays a key role in the co-ordination of this work within each local authority.  The allocation 
of personnel to Vacant Homes Offices to ensure completion of the work of the Vacant Homes 
Office is at the discretion of each local authority.  Each local authority has appointed a Vacant 
Homes Officer. 

Contact details can for all VHOs can be found on my Department’s website:https://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/home-ownership/vacant-homes/vacant-homes-officer-contacts.

The role and range of duties of the Vacant Homes Office/Officers within each local authority 
includes (but is not limited to);

- tasks that support, implement and further develop, update, monitor and review the progress 
of local authorities’ Vacant Homes Action Plans and actions to address vacant private housing, 

- establishing a co-ordinated approach towards the implementation of the Action Plans with-
in each local authority,

- undertaking initial vacancy assessment exercise (drilling into available CSO / GeoDirec-
tory data), 

- carrying out or co-ordinating visual inspections / assessment of residential properties in 
their administrative area, with a view to identifying possible vacant recoverable homes,

- identification of the registered owners of the properties deemed to be vacant from inspec-
tion, and contacting the owners on the options available to assist in bringing their properties 
back into use for private or social housing purposes,

- serving as a contact point for dissemination to members of the public (including landlords), 
assistance and information on residential vacancy and the schemes available to re-introduce 
their homes into the usable housing stock, 

- serving as a contact point for dissemination to interested parties of the ‘Guidance on the 
Reuse of Existing Buildings for Residential purposes’ (published in December 2018); and 

- the collation and provision of vacant homes data to my Department’s Vacant Homes Unit 
on an agreed timely basis.

05/03/2020WRSSS04800Homelessness Strategy

05/03/2020WRSSS049001240. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of Housing First housing allocations made in 2019 and to date in 2020. 
[3489/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain perma-
nent secure accommodation with the provision of intensive housing and health supports to help 
them maintain their tenancies.

The National Implementation Plan for Housing First was published in September 2018. The 
Plan includes an overall target of 663 tenancies in the period 2018-2021, with annual targets for 
each local authority. The Plan is a joint initiative of my Department, the Department of Health, 
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the HSE and the local authorities.

Local authorities are responsible for the establishment of a Housing First tenancy.  Reports 
made by the local authorities to my Department show that 172 individuals were housed under 
Housing First over the course of 2019 and a further 11 individuals had been housed to the end 
of January 2020.

05/03/2020WRSSS05100EU Regulations

05/03/2020WRSSS052001241. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the implementation of the NZEB regulations. [3490/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS05300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The European Union (Energy Performance of Buildings) 2019 
regulations (NZEB) were signed on 29 April 2019.  These regulations improve the energy and 
carbon emissions performance of new dwellings by 70% over 2005 building regulations provi-
sions. 

The new NZEB regulations  apply to new dwellings which commence construction after 1 
November 2019, subject to a one year transition arrangement.

Previously 98% of all new dwellings were built to an A3 rated BER standard.  In general, a 
typical new NZEB dwelling will achieve a BER of A2.

NZEB for non-residential buildings was introduced into the Building Regulations in De-
cember 2017. This specifies NZEB performance requirements for new non-residential build-
ings. These new performance requirements improve the energy and carbon emissions perfor-
mance in the order of 60% and introduce mandatory renewables on all new non-residential 
buildings. These regulations apply to works to new  buildings which commence after 1 January 
2019 subject to a one year transition. 

The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive sets requirements at an EU level for Mem-
ber States to improve the energy performance of buildings and to make an important contri-
bution to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  Article 9(1) of the Directive requires 
Member States to ensure that by 31 December 2020, all new buildings are nearly zero-energy 
buildings.

The Directive defines a Nearly Zero Energy Building (NZEB) as a building that has a very 
high energy performance and that the nearly zero or very low amount of energy required should 
be covered to a very significant extent by energy from renewable sources, including energy 
from renewable sources produced on-site or nearby. This definition was incorporated into the 
Building Regulations in January 2017.

05/03/2020WRSSS05400European Court of Justice Rulings

05/03/2020WRSSS055001242. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the European Court of Justice action against the State for breach of the urban 
wastewater treatment directive. [3495/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a judgment in March 2019 by the Court of Justice of the European Union on Ire-
land’s non-compliance with the urban wastewater treatment directive, my Department, accom-
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panied by Irish Water, met with European Commission officials in June last year and proposed 
a programme of measures to ensure that the findings in the judgment were addressed.  My De-
partment will maintain close contact with the Commission over the coming period as the work 
set out in the programme of measures is progressed. In this regard, works have already been 
completed at 15 agglomerations identified in the judgment to bring them into compliance with 
the Directive.  

Building water and waste water treatment plants, as well as upgrading or building new water 
and waste water networks, requires significant and sustained investment.  The National Devel-
opment Plan 2018-2027 provides for significant investment in public water and wastewater in-
frastructure over the course of the plan to ensure the continued operation, repair and upgrading 
of Ireland’s water and waste water infrastructure to support social and economic development 
across the State and continued care of the water environment.  Investment in waste water infra-
structure is prioritised in the Irish Water Strategic Funding Plan and it is estimated that €1.9bn 
will be invested in waste water projects from 2019 to 2024.

05/03/2020WRSSS05700Residential Tenancies Board

05/03/2020WRSSS058001243. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the recent issues at a retirement home (details supplied); 
and his plans to ensure that the elderly and disabled residents in the complex are not evicted as 
a result of notices to quit issued. [3496/20]

05/03/2020WRSSS05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body un-
der the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2019, with one of its key functions being to resolve 
disputes between landlords and tenants. Due to the quasi-judicial and independent role of the 
RTB, it would be inappropriate for me, as Minister, to intervene in specific disputes. 

Security of tenure for tenants is provided for under the Residential Tenancies Acts. Section 
34 provides for a landlord to state a reason for the termination in any notice served, in accor-
dance with the allowable grounds for terminations. 

The  Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 provides that where a landlord termi-
nates a tenancy because he/she needs vacant possession to substantially refurbish/renovate the 
property, that property must be offered back to the former tenant who provides their contact de-
tails, upon completion of the works. Also, such a termination notice must contain or be accom-
panied by a written certificate of a registered professional under the Building Control Act 2007, 
such as an architect or surveyor, stating that the proposed substantial refurbishment/renovation 
works would pose a health and safety risk necessitating vacation by the tenants and that such a 
risk would be likely to exist for at least 3 weeks.  

The 2019 Act also provides additional powers for the RTB to investigate and sanction land-
lords who engage in improper conduct, including non-compliance with the tenancy termination 
provisions. My Department will continue to keep the effectiveness and enforcement of the se-
curity of tenure provisions in the Acts under review.  

With regard to planning policy guidance, my Department has issued a large number of plan-
ning guidelines (available on the Department’s website, www.housing.gov.ie) under section 28 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (the 2000 Act), to which planning authorities and 
An Bord Pleanála are obliged to have regard in the exercise of their planning functions.  The 
day-to-day operation of the planning system is, however, a matter for the planning authorities. 
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Under planning legislation, enforcement of planning control is a matter for the relevant 
planning authority which can take action if a development does not have the required permis-
sion or where the terms of a permission are not being met.  Planning authorities have substantial 
enforcement powers under the 2000 Act in this regard. 

Under section 30 of the 2000 Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power 
or control in relation to any particular case, including an enforcement issue, with which a plan-
ning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned. Accordingly, I cannot comment in 
relation to any particular case.

Planning permission is required for any development of land or property unless it is specifi-
cally exempted under the 2000 Act  or the associated Planning and Development Regulations 
2001. 

Under section 5 of the 2000 Act, where any question arises as to, what in any particular case, 
is or is not development or is or is not exempted development within the meaning of the Act, 
any person may on payment of the prescribed fee, request in writing from the relevant planning 
authority a declaration on that question. Any person seeking such a declaration has to provide 
the planning authority with any information considered necessary by the planning authority to 
make its decision.

  Question No. 1244 answered with Question No. 1194.

05/03/2020WRTTT00300Departmental Programmes

05/03/2020WRTTT004001245. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number and value of applications each local authority made in 2019 for the 
multi-annual developer provided water services infrastructure resolution programme in tabular 
form; and when the expert panel was appointed to review the applications. [3604/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
July 2019 my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services Infra-
structure Resolution Programme 2019-2021.  Bids were sought from local authorities around 
the country for funding under the programme. The closing date for bids was 18 September 
2019.  A total number of 19 local authorities with Developer Provided Infrastructure in estates 
in their areas made applications for funding.

The following table lists the 19 local authorities that submitted applications in 2019 for 
funding support under programme; the number of bids submitted by those local authorities; 
and the estimated cost provided by them to sustainably resolve the DPI in order to support the 
taking-in-charge of these estates.

An Expert Panel was convened by my Department in February 2020 to evaluate the bids. 
This will include consideration of the costs submitted by local authorities which vary consid-
erably. The Panel includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation in the 
Chair.  The Panel will have its first meeting on 19 March 2020 and further meetings as neces-
sary will follow.
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Local Authority No of Bids  Local authority estimated 
cost to resolve the DPI

Carlow 3  €              400,000 
Cavan 6  €           1,970,000 
Clare* 8  €                       -   
Cork 42  €           2,004,372 
Donegal 45  €           4,702,038 
Galway 11  €           2,299,411 
Kerry 60  €           4,882,029 
Kildare 10  €           1,193,252 
Kilkenny 7  €              620,000 
Laois 2  €              430,016 
Longford 3  €              147,000 
Monaghan 4  €              287,727 
Roscommon 2  €              350,000 
Sligo 4  €              800,000 
Tipperary 12  €           1,001,700 
Waterford 3  €           1,052,800 
Westmeath 2  €              150,729 
Wexford 98  €         22,007,572 
Wicklow 4  €              860,017 
Total 326  €        45,158,662
   
*The Clare County Council bid stated that they are unable to supply estimated costs until 

feasibility studies are completed on each of the estates in its bids.

05/03/2020WRTTT00600Local Authority Members’ Remuneration

05/03/2020WRTTT007001246. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a person (details supplied) will be entitled to a severance payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3606/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Section 142 of the Local Government Act 2001 and the Local 
Authority Members (Gratuity) Regulations 2002 to 2006 provide that, subject to certain con-
ditions, a person with at least 2 years qualifying service who ceases to be an elected member 
of a local authority is entitled to receive a gratuity payment at, or after, the age of 50. This is 
regardless of whether the retirement is voluntary, as a result of failure to be re-elected or for any 
other reason. 

Where a person ceases to be a member of a local authority before age 50, the gratuity 
will fall due to be paid when the former member reaches age 50. The Regulations allow the 
gratuity to be paid before age 50 where retirement is due to permanent infirmity or where the 
member dies in office.   

In the case of a person who was formerly a member of a former town council but had 
not yet reached age 50 when town councils were abolished in 2014, the gratuity would be-
come due when that person reaches age 50 and would be payable by the relevant local authority 
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which now has responsibility for the functional area of the former town council.

An elected member’s gratuity payment may only be claimed on retirement from the local 
government system.  In the case of a person who was formerly a member of a former town 
council and has now reached age 50 but has been elected or co-opted and currently serves as a 
member of another local authority, then the gratuity will not be due until he or she ceases to be 
an elected member of that local authority.

  Question No. 1247 answered with Question No. 1207.

  Question No. 1248 answered with Question No. 1218.

  Question No. 1249 answered with Question No. 1199.

05/03/2020WRTTT01125Home Loan Scheme

05/03/2020WRTTT011501250. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason for the recent increase in interest in the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme 
from 2.25% to almost 3% on a 30 year term; when the increase was agreed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3772/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT01175Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) launched on 1 February 2018. When the RIHL was 
initially being developed, it was estimated that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would 
be approximately €200 million over three years. The RIHL proved to be more successful than 
initially anticipated and following discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform an increase in funding of €363.6 million for 2018-2019 was communicated to all 31 
local authorities on 15 August 2019. 

When the RIHL was introduced on 1 February 2018 three interest rate products were of-
fered:

1.  variable interest rate priced at 2.3%; 

2. A 25 year fixed rate priced at 2%

3. A 30 year fixed rate priced at 2.25%

From August 2019 the variable interest rate was no longer offered as part of the scheme.

Loans issued under the RIHL must be on a prudential basis so as to protect the financial in-
terests of both borrowers and local authorities, and I have highlighted in the past that this could, 
for future tranches of funding, result in changes to the operation of the scheme, including inter 
alia interest rates, depending on the performance of the loan.

An independent review of the RIHL was undertaken in 2019 by the Economic and Social 
Research Institute (ESRI). This review strongly endorsed the RIHL as a positive affordability 
measure. However, it recommended that the cost of the RIHL should be comparable to that 
of the longest fixed rate mortgage available in Ireland, which is typically 10 years.

 Accordingly, following engagement with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form, the interest rate on RIHL mortgages increased by 0.745%. This increase will not apply 
to loans issued on applications received before 15 January 2020. Similarly the cost of existing 
RIHL loans is unchanged because the RIHL rate is fixed for the lifetime of the loan unlike any 
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other mortgage currently in Irish market. 

This interest rate increase is appropriate because;

Ø The additional revenue will fund an increase in the contribution to the Local Author-
ity Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (LA MARP) Premium Fund from 0.25% to 0.995% 
which will increase the funding available to support the resolution of unsustainable arrears.  
The LA MARP Premium Fund was established in 2012 to support local authorities in dealing 
with the shortfalls that arise in resolving unsustainable arrears. 

Ø As RIHL loans are targeted at higher risk borrowers it is important that credit risk is ad-
equately priced into the cost of the loan to ensure that this product remains viable and sustain-
able.

Ø It is important to ensure that those borrowers who can get credit in the commercial market 
do so, and are not incentivised to attempt to gain access to this scheme to avail of cheaper inter-
est rates. It is essential that limited state resources remain focused on maximising the benefit to 
those who are most in need of the support which this product offers.  

 Further additional funding for lending of up to €210 million has now been secured to ensure 
the continuation of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans scheme (RIHL) into 2020.

  Question No. 1251 answered with Question No. 1218.

05/03/2020WRTTT01300Social and Affordable Housing Provision

05/03/2020WRTTT014001252. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has signed off new housing procurement proposals for 2020 for local authorities; and 
if so, the details of the proposals. [3908/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Targets for the delivery of new social housing were issued to all local authorities and the fund-
ing to support this delivery is being provided to them under Rebuilding Ireland. The targets out 
to 2021 are publicly available on a local authority basis at the following link: http://rebuildin-
gireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/. 

In delivering against these targets, local authorities are bringing forward new proposals to 
my Department on a continuous basis and it is not the case that new proposals are submitted and 
signed off on an annualised basis.

05/03/2020WRTTT01600Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

05/03/2020WRTTT017001253. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a bog; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [2750/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme had been 
received by my Department in respect of the bog plot referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With 
respect to 53 raised bog special area of conservation sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme 
are that:
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- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 31 December 2011 in respect of the 24 raised bog special areas of conserva-
tion nominated for designation in 2002, which includes the site in question);

- The turf resource on the bog plot has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

I have been advised that a decision has been taken by my Department that all of the qualify-
ing criteria of the scheme have not been fulfilled in respect of this application. The individual 
referred to in the Deputy’s Question has been informed of this decision and advised that he may 
request a Departmental review of the decision. If the decision is upheld at the Departmental 
review stage, an appeal against the decision may be made to the Peatlands Council.

05/03/2020WRTTT01900Hedge Cutting Season

05/03/2020WRTTT020001254. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if the hedge cutting season will be extended by two weeks in recognition of the level of rainfall 
and the impact on hedgerow management. [3281/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
dates for the cutting of hedges are set down in primary legislation.  Section 40 of the Wildlife 
Acts Act prohibits the cutting of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March to 31 
August.     I do not have the discretion to extend this period into March. 

There is provision in the legislation for some restricted exemptions from the prohibition 
during the closed period - for example, for works undertaken in the ordinary course of agricul-
ture or forestry, for health and safety reasons, the destruction of noxious weeds, in respect of 
works permitted under statute and for works undertaken for road safety reasons under Section 
70 of the Roads Act 1983. 

It is important to point out that the current legislation allows both landowners and public 
authorities to cut hedges for road safety reasons at any time of the year.   Under Roads’ legisla-
tion landowners are obliged to ensure that a tree, shrub, hedge or any other vegetation is not a 
hazard for persons using public roads.   This issue was clarified further by the Heritage Act 2018 
which aligned the provisions of   Road Safety and Wildlife legislative provisions.

05/03/2020WRTTT02200Oideachas Gaeilge

05/03/2020WRTTT023001255. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil i gceist ag an Roinn leanacht den deontas atá an Roinn ag íoc do chomhodaitheoir 
Gaeilge i bPobal Scoil Chorca Dhuibhne don scoil bliain 2020/2021 agus ina dhiaidh sin, ag 
tógáil san áireamh an obair iontach atá déanta ag an scéim seo ó bunaiodh í; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [3318/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT02400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Mar chuid den chistíocht bhliantúil   atá á cur ar fáil ag mo Roinn don eagraíocht, 
Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne, ar leas foriomlán na Gaeilge i gCorca Dhuibhne, tá allúntas suas 
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le €33,600 in iomlán (ionann leis an scoilbhliain seo caite 2018/19) á chur ar fáil chun Com-
hordaitheoir Teanga a fhostú i bPobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne don scoilbhliain reatha 2019/20.

Tá iarratas ar allúntas trí bliana á bhreithniú ag an Roinn faoi láthair i leith na  tréimhse 3 
bliana  2020/21, 2021/22 agus 2022/23 i dtreo a bheith in ann cinneadh a dhéanamh faoi chomh 
luath is féidir.

05/03/2020WRTTT02500Departmental Correspondence

05/03/2020WRTTT026001256. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a detailed reply will issue to a letter sent by this Deputy in January 2020 and acknowl-
edged on 30 January 2020 (details supplied); the reason for the delay with the reply; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3321/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT02700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The site 
in question is a national monument in the day to day care and management of the Office of Pub-
lic Works.  A reply has issued to the Deputy’s letter about visitor access to site advising him to 
that effect and that his correspondence has been forwarded to OPW for direct response to him. 
I have asked officials to follow up.

05/03/2020WRTTT02800Special Areas of Conservation Management

05/03/2020WRTTT029001257. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the discussions she has had with the landowner and the various stakeholders regarding a 
management plan for SPA and SAC the Gearagh, County Cork; the status of the plan; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [3603/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT03000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): At the 
request of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, my Department’s Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) completed and published detailed site-specific con-
servation objectives for the Gearagh SAC (000108) in September 2016. 

A management plan scoping exercise was undertaken by ESB International on behalf of the 
ESB (who are the main landowner) in 2016/2017. The NPWS took part in the stakeholder group 
that contributed to the report produced as a result of that exercise.

05/03/2020WRTTT03100Departmental Budgets

05/03/2020WRTTT032001258. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the 2020 current and capital funding allocation under items (details supplied) in tabular form. 
[3856/20]

05/03/2020WRTTT03300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

           2020 Funding Allocation    2020 Funding Allocation   
 Current  €  Capital  €   
An Foras Teanga total 13,383,000 -            
Údarás na Gaeltachta total €13,652,000* €10,000,000
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           2020 Funding Allocation    2020 Funding Allocation   
 Current  €  Capital  €   
Gaeltacht   co-operatives 
and community develop-
ment organisations 

€2,371,000**  

Comhar Naíonraí na Gael-
tachta 

€535,000**  

Ealaín na Gaeltachta €365,000**  
Gnóthaí Óige €640,000**  
Gaeltacht Support Schemes €7,370,000 €2,322,000
Islands   
Infrastructure on islands -            €1,644,000
Essential transport services €7,339,000 -            
20-Year strategy for Irish 
Language 2010-2030 (Lan-
guage Planning Process)

  

Language Planning Process, 
including measures being 
implemented centrally in 
support of the following 
domains: the family;  early-
years; language-centred 
traditional arts 

€3.7mFunding shown below 
relating to Comhar Naíonraí   
na Gaeltachta, Tuismitheoirí 
na Gaeltachta & Ealaín na 
Gaeltachta is included in this 
overall allocation 

n/a

Early-Years - Comhar 
Naíonraí na Gaeltachta 

€435,000 (2019/20 school 
year)€470,000 (2020/21 
school year)

n/a

The Family: Tuismitheoirí 
na Gaeltachta 

€426,103 n/a

Language-centred traditional 
arts: Ealaín na   Gaeltachta 

€425,000 (2019/20 school 
year)€425,000 (2020/21 
school year)

n/a

Irish   Language Commis-
sioner 

€845,000 -

Irish   language Support 
Schemes – outside the Gael-
tacht 

€4,650,000 €632,000***

 *This figure includes the sum of €9.602m for administration. 

**These are allocations by Údarás na Gaeltachta

*** Please note that, in addition to the €632,000 of capital funding allocated for 2020, this 
subhead also has a carry-over of €435,000 from 2019. This brings the capital funding total for 
this subhead for 2020 to €1,067,000.
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