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      Questions Nos. 1 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 14 to 31, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 32 to 42, inclusive, answered orally.

Middle East Peace Process

18/12/2019WRA0070043. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 10 December 2019 marks five years since Dáil 
Éireann unanimously passed a motion to formally recognise the State of Palestine; if the issue 
is being examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53316/19]

18/12/2019WRA00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
given a high priority to the Middle East Peace Process since my appointment as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and have personally been very engaged in efforts to keep the issue 
high on the international agenda.  Earlier this month I visited Israel and Palestine for the fourth 
time in the last two years. I have also consistently engaged on this issue at EU and UN level. 
In February at Farmleigh, I hosted important discussions on the MEPP with a small group of 
EU and Arab foreign ministers, with whom I continue to discuss how we can contribute to the 
process of delivering a lasting peace.

The Programme for Government states that Ireland will “honour our commitment to recog-
nise the State of Palestine as part of a lasting settlement of the conflict.” Successive Govern-
ments have seen recognition coming in the context of an overall peace agreement. In the con-
text of widespread frustration at the lack of political progress towards an agreement, and not 
least in light of the views expressed by the Dáil and the Seanad in 2014, we have discussed 
here in the Oireachtas the question of whether the formal recognition of Palestine, in advance 
of its full achievement on the ground, would be a helpful step in advancing a resolution of the 
Israel- Palestine conflict. 

One of the many factors bearing on this question is the importance of assessing whether 
recognition now would positively affect the peace process or merely be viewed as a symbolic 
gesture, swiftly overtaken and surpassed by events on the ground. Recognition by Ireland out-
side the context of an overall peace agreement would also undoubtedly affect Ireland’s ongoing 
influence on the Middle East Peace Process at EU and international level, and it is imperative 
that such a step would not diminish Ireland’s impact without delivering a commensurate benefit 
for the Palestinian people. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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I have stated that I will be ready to recommend immediate recognition to the Government, 
if and when I believe it would be helpful in achieving our objective of a free and sovereign 
Palestinian State, or advancing the peace process in that direction. I have taken a conscious 
decision not to recommend recognition at this time, as I am aware of how it would negatively 
impact on the good access we have had to date with all parties, and on our capacity to influence 
the situation. I would ask the Deputy to trust my judgement, given my personal commitment 
on this issue.

Human Rights

18/12/2019WRA0090044. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the gravity of the recent human rights abuses committed by the 
Government of Bahrain; and the reason a joint statement will not be introduced at the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in March 2020 to address the gravity of the abuses. [53209/19]

18/12/2019WRA01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The hu-
man rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern. Although progress has been made 
in certain areas, there continue to be instances of violations of fundamental freedoms, including 
the targeting of human rights defenders.  

Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy and we consistently 
seek to raise our concerns on human rights issues through the most appropriate and effective 
channels. Our active participation at the UN Human Rights Council is particularly important 
and Ireland regularly raises the case of human rights in Bahrain at that forum, both in national 
statements and in our support of EU Statements. 

Our principled stance on human rights feeds into our bilateral dialogue. When I met the 
Bahraini Foreign Minister at the UN General Assembly in New York in September, I made a 
point of raising the human rights situation directly with him, expressing the hope that we can 
have an open and honest discussion on these issues. In addition, officials from my Department 
meet regularly with advocacy groups and Bahraini human rights defenders to discuss the situ-
ation in Bahrain. 

Since 2012, Ireland has signed five joint statements at the Human Rights Council on the hu-
man rights situation in Bahrain, which expressed concern on a number of fronts including the 
mistreatment of detainees and the arbitrary deprivation of nationality without due process. No 
decision has yet been taken on national or EU interventions at the next session of the the Human 
Rights Council, which will commence in late February 2020.  When planning for this session, 
we will consider carefully which priorities to set, with a view to focusing the weight of Ireland’s 
efforts, and the Council’s attention, on the most grave and troubling situations globally.  

Ireland will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bahraini Gov-
ernment to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human rights. We 
shall do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU and international level, includ-
ing at the Human Rights Council, whenever opportunities arise.

Human Rights

18/12/2019WRA0110045. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the recently published report by an organisation (details supplied) and its statement 
that the rule of law should respect freedom of expression and peaceful assembly; his further 
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views on the report in the context of Catalan political prisoners and their rights on freedom of 
expression and peaceful assembly following on from the Catalan independent referendum in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52869/19]

18/12/2019WRA01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government follows closely developments in Spain and I am aware of the report to which the 
question refers.

The freedom to express competing views is essential in any democracy, but differences of 
opinion must be contested with full respect for the law and the rights of all citizens.

The rule of law is a cornerstone of all modern democracies and it underpins the function-
ing of the European Union just as it underpins our own democracy in Ireland. Citizens and 
their elected representatives should, of course, be free to work to change laws but this must be 
through the appropriate constitutional channels.

The Government’s position is that the constitutional and political arrangements in Spain are 
matters to be determined by their own citizens, through their own institutions and in keeping 
with the rule of law.

The balance between the freedom to demonstrate and the need for law and order must be 
protected so that people can go about their normal lives. That is why the Government continues 
to support a resolution to the current situation that is based on democracy and the rule of law.

We respect to the separation of powers in Spain, as we do in Ireland, and so it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment on the judicial process involving any individuals there.

The question of independence is deeply divisive in Catalonia.  It is important that the voices 
of all Catalans are fully heard and represented, including those who do not support indepen-
dence.

Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 41.

18/12/2019WRA01350Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRA0140047. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to meet the new Prime Minister of the UK; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53384/19]

18/12/2019WRA01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I, and our colleagues in Government, look forward to meeting with the new 
UK Government in the coming weeks.  The Taoiseach spoke with Prime Minister Johnson on 
Friday last and they will meet in person as soon as is possible.  For my part, I look forward to 
meeting with my counterpart, the UK Foreign Secretary, early in 2020, to discuss mutual inter-
ests and shared global challenges.  

I have been working very closely with one UK colleague - the Secretary of State for North-
ern Ireland, Julian Smith - in the last number of days.  We are resolute in our determination 
to see the restoration of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement but time is very short, 
and so we are working hard, with the political parties in Northern Ireland, to find agreement.  
This is a matter of utmost urgency, and one on which Irish and British partnership is, and will 
continue to be, vital.   The overall relationship with the newly elected UK Government is a top 
priority for both myself and the Taoiseach.  Given our joint stewardship of the peace process, 
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our people-to-people relations, and our economic and trading relationship, it’s clear that we will 
need to establish and maintain close, collaborative relationships with our UK counterparts now 
and for the coming years.  We need to ensure that the “habit of cooperation” that has developed 
through so many years working side by side as members of the European Union is maintained 
following the UK’s departure.   

Regular engagement, facilitated by existing structures like the British-Irish Intergovern-
mental Conference and the British-Irish Council, will be key in this regard.  We will also dis-
cuss with the UK as soon as is possible whether new structures for cooperation between Dublin 
and London will also be required.

I and my colleagues will also continue to engage closely with the devolved administrations 
in both Cardiff and Edinburgh in order to strengthen relationships between and within these 
islands at every level, in what will be a new and challenging context.

Brexit Preparations

18/12/2019WRA0160048. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of Brexit preparations that his officials have informed him of. [50345/19]

18/12/2019WRA01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government has been actively preparing for Brexit for more than two years to make sure that 
Irish citizens and businesses are as ready as possible for all scenarios.  This has the highest 
priority across Government, and involves every Government Department and key Agencies, in 
tandem with the EU. 

Actions we took during this time included passing key legislation to protect our citizens and 
support the economy, enterprise and jobs, in key sectors. We held over 1,200 stakeholder pre-
paredness events across the country.  The Government invested in the physical and ICT capac-
ity at our ports and airports.  We contacted over 102,000 businesses that traded with the UK in 
2018 and 2019 and provided a wide range of business supports for enterprise and the agri-food 
sector including  training and financial supports.  All this work was supported by a broad range 
of TV, radio, print and social media information campaigns. 

The Contingency Action Plan Update published by Government in July 2019 provided a 
comprehensive overview of no deal Brexit preparations and mitigation measures. Since the 
extension of the Brexit process, first to 31 October 2019 and then until 31 January 2020, this 
work has been further developed and refined.

Following the UK General Election and Prime Minister Johnson’s stated intention to pro-
ceed as soon as possible with ratifying the Withdrawal Agreement, the risk of a no deal exit 
on 31 January 2020 has been considerably reduced.  However, it remains the case that, until 
the ratification process is completed, a no deal scenario cannot be formally ruled out and our 
preparedness work continues.

Brexit of any kind will mean change for Government, business and citizens. The level of 
this change will be dependent on the status of EU-UK negotiations at the end of the transition 
period.    

Given the range of possible outcomes, the Government will continue its preparedness and 
contingency planning work during the transition period. The planning already undertaken and 
lessons learned to date from our no deal preparations will remain valuable. A number of areas 
will require ongoing attention as they will be affected in any Brexit scenario. These include 
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ongoing work to upgrade infrastructure at our ports and airports, business readiness for differ-
ent scenarios including supports for the most impacted sectors and  ensuring Irish exporters can 
continue to use the Landbridge effectively.

UN Security Council

18/12/2019WRA0180049. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of efforts to secure a seat on the UN Security Council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53293/19]

18/12/2019WRA01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
expected date of the election for the two available seats in the Western European and Others 
Group for the UN Security Council term 2021-2022 is June 2020.  Canada and Norway, who are 
committed members of the UN and important bilateral partners of Ireland, are also competing 
for seats.  Ireland last served on the Council from 2001-2002.

In making our case to the 192 other Members States of the UN, we are focusing on Ireland’s 
consistent record at the UN during more than six decades of active membership, in particular 
in the areas of peacekeeping, sustainable development, humanitarian action, disarmament and 
human rights.  More broadly, we have sought to highlight the values and principles that under-
pin Ireland’s foreign policy and will characterise our contribution to the work of the Security 
Council.  At a time when it is under pressure, the importance we attach to securing a seat on the 
Security Council demonstrates to our international partners Ireland’s strong commitment to the 
multilateral system.

As we enter the final phase of the campaign, we can expect our competitors to intensify their 
lobbying efforts.  All appropriate regional, multilateral and bilateral engagements are therefore 
being utilised to give profile to our candidature.  In September, I travelled to the 74th session of 
the UN General Assembly with the President, the Taoiseach and other members of the Govern-
ment.  Our programmes included a significant number of bilateral meetings with senior repre-
sentatives of other States and Governments, where our strong case for a seat on the Security 
Council was pressed.  Earlier this month, my attendance at the 26th Ministerial Council of the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) presented an important opportu-
nity to brief counterparts from across the European neighbourhood on Ireland’s candidature. I 
also attended the meeting of EU and Asian Foreign Ministers in Madrid this week and promoted 
Ireland’s candidature in my meetings with counterparts. 

This campaign is a priority for the Government.  The Taoiseach, I as Tánaiste and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ministers and Ministers of State across Government - and our 
officials - will continue to engage intensively with international partners to ensure success in 
what is a very competitive election.

Human Rights

18/12/2019WRA0200050. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
the details of the proposed new legislation to create a EU human rights sanction regime that 
were discussed at the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 9 December 2019 will be provided; the 
way in which the new legislation will operate; his views on the legislation; and the timeline for 
the legislation to be completed. [53315/19]

18/12/2019WRA02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At our 
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meeting on 9 December, EU Foreign Ministers discussed the proposal, first introduced by the 
Netherlands in 2018, to establish an EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime.  Over the 
last year, the proposal has been discussed at working level in the EU. These discussions have 
focused on the intended objective and scope of the proposed regime, and how to ensure its com-
patibility with existing, geographically based, sanctions regimes.   

At our meeting on 9 December, Foreign Ministers concluded that there is now sufficient 
support for the initiative to move forward. The High Rrepresentative and VP, Josep Borrell, will 
task the EU External Action Service (EEAS) to produce a non-paper to commence the process. 

I intervened in the discussion to support the establishment of a new EU Global Human 
Rights Sanctions Regime. I believe it will be an important addition to the EU’s human rights 
toolbox. Ireland will be engaging actively in the discussions at EU level in the coming months 
which we hope will result in the formal establishment of the new regime and we look forward 
to receiving the EEAS non-paper. 

 A key goal should be to deter and prevent human rights abuses from taking place.  We will 
also want to ensure that the regime is fully compatable with, and complementary to, existing 
geographic sanction regimes.

18/12/2019WRA02150Middle East Issues

18/12/2019WRA0220051. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a 
report will be provided on his recent trip to Israel and Palestine; the persons he met; the issues 
discussed; the new proposals he will undertake in order to provide support to a two-state solu-
tion and an end to the illegal occupation of Palestine by Israel. [53318/19]

18/12/2019WRA0230060. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the content of his discussion with the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Israel; and if they 
discussed the recent plans by the Government of Israel to build a further illegal settlement in 
Hebron. [53210/19]

18/12/2019WRA02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 60 together.

From 2-4 December 2019, I undertook a three-day working visit to Israel and Palestine, 
which encompassed a wide range of engagements in Jerusalem, Ramallah, Gaza and Bethle-
hem, as well as visiting an Israeli community close to Gaza. This was my fourth visit to Israel 
and Palestine as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade. I met with key representatives of the 
Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, as well as UN officials from UNRWA, 
UNTSO and OHCHR.

On the Israeli side I met Prime Minister Netanyahu and Foreign Minister Katz. In both meet-
ings, I set out Ireland’s deep concerns about the impact of the continuing occupation, including 
the situation in Gaza, settlement construction and the demolition of properties in the West Bank 
and actions taken against Palestinians in East Jerusalem. I also raised Ireland’s concerns about 
the erosion of civil society space, and the importance of ensuring that there are no impediments 
to the holding of Palestinian elections.

I had a frank discussion with Prime Minister Netanyahu about actions taken by Israel over 
recent years which are jeopardising the viability of a two-state solution and thus the prospect of 
a just and lasting solution to the conflict for both peoples. I specifically raised comments he had 
made about annexation of the Jordan Valley. I also raised Ireland’s well known view that settle-
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ments are illegal under international law. Although I am very conscious of the specific impact 
of the settlement announcment in relation to Hebron, given the gravity and extent of settlement 
activity, I focused on giving strong messages on Ireland’s opposition, as a matter of principle, to 
all settlement activity. I stressed the urgent need to address the unsustainable situation in Gaza.

On the Palestinian side, I met with President Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister Mohammad 
Shtayyeh and Dr. Saeb Erekat, Secretary General of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. I 
also met with the Palestinian Minister for Education, Dr. Marwan Awartani, and signed a mem-
orandum of understanding which outlined Irish support for the Palestinian education sector, and 
met with Minister Mazen Ghuneim, head of the Palestinian Water Authority. In these meetings 
I conveyed the importance the Irish people attach to the resolution of the Middle East Peace 
Process, something that has been a priority for me personally since I took office, supported the 
intention to hold elections, and discussed how Ireland and the EU can play a constructive role 
in the MEPP. 

During my visit to Gaza, I met with secondary school students from an UNRWA school in 
Jabalia, where I saw first-hand the impact of Ireland’s commitment to supporting quality edu-
cation for children.  I also met with senior UNRWA officials and discussed the humanitarian 
situation in the Gaza strip and the operational challenges facing the agency. I was pleased to 
announce that Ireland will provide an additional €2.5 million in funding this year to support 
the delivery of these core services, bringing Ireland’s total support to UNRWA in 2019 to €7.5 
million.

I also visited the Northern Gaza Emergency Sewage Treatment (NGEST) where I met with 
Minister Mazen Ghunaim to formally launch Ireland’s investment in support of the water sec-
tor. Ireland will contribute €8.8 million to a joint project with France to build a solar power 
plant providing clean, reliable energy to the NGEST wastewater treatment plant. Water pollu-
tion is the leading cause of child mortality in Gaza. 

In respect of plans for new settlement construction in Hebron, my view is clear; any further 
settlement expansion would be deeply regrettable and would be likely to accentuate tensions 
in an already fragile situation. This is particularly the case following the Israeli Government’s 
decision earlier this year not to renew the mandate of the Temporary International Presence in 
Hebron, which had played an important role in preventing violence. My officials will use ap-
propriate opportunities to highlight Ireland’s strong opposition to any settlement construction 
in Hebron.   

I will continue to work to ensure that the Middle East Peace Process remains high on the in-
ternational agenda. At the last meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) on 9 December in 
Brussels, I briefed EU Foreign Ministers on my visit, and in follow-up to the issues I raised, the 
FAC will discuss the Middle East Peace Process in more detail at its next meeting in January.

18/12/2019WRB00100Human Rights

18/12/2019WRB0020052. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if progress has been made on the number of Basques in prison five years after ETA ceased 
the armed struggle; and if there can be a resolution at EU level. [53200/19]

18/12/2019WRB00300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As I 
have stated previously, the management of a State’s prison and judicial system is a matter for 
the Government and the relevant competent authorities in each European Union Member State, 
in accordance with domestic, European and international law. As such, it would not be appro-
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priate for me to comment on the matter in question.

This issue is a legacy of a more troubled time in Spain’s past and it is important that we do 
not forget the victims of terrorism: those who have died and those for whom pain and suffering 
still endure. 

I am aware that the issue of prisoners is a sensitive and complex one.  However, decisions 
on such specific matters clearly fall within the jurisdiction of the Spanish authorities and need 
to be decided in line with the relevant legal and constitutional provisions in Spain.  I therefore 
do not see a role for Ireland or the EU in this matter.  

The Government will continue to monitor the situation in the Basque regions in France and 
Spain.

Foreign Policy

18/12/2019WRB0040053. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of EU efforts to ensure European values and ideals, including the rule of law and that 
the independency of the Judiciary is upheld in European Union member states, and in particular 
Hungary and Poland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53291/19]

18/12/2019WRB00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Up-
holding European values as set out in the EU Treaties, including the rule of law and indepen-
dence of the judiciary, is at the core of the work of the EU. Ireland actively contributes through 
the appropriate mechanisms to ensure that all Member States respect shared European values 
and fundamental rights. 

Ireland has engaged in the ongoing Article 7 procedure on rule of law in Poland and Hun-
gary, and in broader discussions on the Rule of Law, at the General Affairs Council. 

Most recently, Ireland participated in the second hearing on rule of law in Hungary, at the 
10 December General Affairs Council. Ireland joined fellow Member States in questioning 
Hungary on rule of law issues. Ireland focused on the issue of academic freedom and on the 
Central European University. The Commission also briefed Ministers on the ongoing state of 
play regarding the rule of law in Poland.  

We believe that the Article 7 process should continue but we should consider all of the in-
struments we have at our disposal to uphold the values of the Union. 

In November, the Court of Justice of the European Union made two rulings on rule of law 
issues in Poland. We respect the rulings of the Court of Justice of the EU and encourage Poland 
to continue to engage and address the concerns that have been raised.

At the 19 November General Affairs Council Member States reviewed the annual rule of 
law dialogue and discussed a set of conclusions on the issue. As there was no consensus be-
tween Member States on the text, Presidency conclusions were issued. Ireland supported the 
Presidency conclusions. 

It is important that any new mechanisms to uphold the rule of law should be inclusive, non-
burdensome and avoid duplication of efforts under existing mechanisms, and that each Member 
State should continue to be treated equally.

Northern Ireland
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18/12/2019WRB0060054. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has written to or spoken with his UK counterpart regarding a possible amnesty for 
the 200 soldiers and police officers being investigated for alleged criminal actions during the 
troubles; and if the Northern Ireland office has reached a conclusion following its deliberations 
on same. [47449/19]

18/12/2019WRB00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the leaders of 
the political parties in Northern Ireland to seek the full implementation of the Stormont House 
Agreement legacy framework.

The Government’s position is clear: there should be effective investigations into all Trou-
bles-related deaths, regardless of the perpetrator.

That is provided for in the legacy framework of the Stormont House Agreement and it is 
imperative that this be implemented.

The Government closely monitors all relevant developments in the British Parliament relat-
ing to the investigation of outstanding cases in Northern Ireland.  

We have been clear that we would not support a proposal to introduce special measures or 
treatment regarding investigation of state or non-state actors.

The rule of law applies equally to everyone and must be upheld, and this principle is at the 
core of the Stormont House framework.

There are no amnesties from prosecution provided for in the Good Friday Agreement or any 
subsequent agreements. The public consultation led by the UK Government in Northern Ireland 
last year confirmed that a “clear majority” in Northern Ireland believe that a Statute of Limita-
tions or amnesty would not be appropriate for Troubles-related matters. 

The Taoiseach and I will continue to engage with the new British Government on this most 
important issue to secure implementation of the comprehensive framework of the Stormont 
House Agreement to deal with the legacy of the past in a way that meets the legitimate needs 
and expectations of all victims and survivors.

Trade Relations

18/12/2019WRB0080055. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Ireland and the EU are progressing trade links with Cuba in view of the EU Cuba Politi-
cal Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement. [53201/19]

18/12/2019WRB00900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA) was signed by EU Member 
States and Cuba in December 2016. The agreement is robust and comprehensive, consisting of 
three main pillars: Political Dialogue, Cooperation and Sectoral Policy Dialogue, and Trade and 
Trade Cooperation.  

The trade pillar is aimed at strengthening EU-Cuba trade and economic relations by promot-
ing dialogue, encouraging increased trade and investment flows, promoting the integration of 
Cuba into the world economy, and supporting the diversification of the Cuban economy.

Ireland was pleased to ratify the EU Cuba PDCA earlier this year, marking a significant mo-
ment in our bilateral relationship with Cuba, which has been strengthening in recent years. In 
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October this year, President Miguel Díaz-Canel visited Ireland and met with President Higgins 
and the Taoiseach, returning a visit by President Higgins to Cuba in 2017. I understand that the 
Taoiseach had a positive and constructive meeting with President Díaz-Canel and that they dis-
cussed several issues of mutual concern, including ways in which both countries can improve 
trade and economic links. 

While current trade levels between Ireland and Cuba are relatively low, the enactment of 
the PDCA and the growing level of bilateral engagement between our two countries will fa-
cilitate the strengthening of economic relations and increased trade. President Díaz-Canel was 
accompanied on his visit to Dublin by Minister for Foreign Trade and Investment, Rodrigo 
Malmierca, a signal of the importance our two countries place on expanding relations in this 
area. Real progress in this area will materialise as Cuba continues its necessary programme of 
domestic economic reforms to open up its economy.

Ireland’s Embassy in Mexico, which is accredited to Cuba, has been engaging with the 
Cuban Government regarding the potential to increase economic cooperation. Our Ambassador 
has made several trips to Cuba this year, including a trade-focused visit in November, when 
she attended the Havana Trade Fair and met President Díaz-Canel, Vice-Minister for Trade, 
Ileana Núñez Mordoche, and relevant government officials to discuss ways to expand bilateral 
economic and trade links. 

Ireland looks forward to further dialogue with Cuba across the areas outlined in the PDCA 
and to continuing work to strengthen diplomatic, political and economic ties between our two 
countries.

Foreign Conflicts

18/12/2019WRB0100056. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed with his counterparts in Europe the ongoing uprising in Bolivia; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53383/19]

18/12/2019WRB01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
the outbreak of violence that followed the 20th October general elections, officials in my De-
partment have been in regular contact with EU colleagues to discuss the ongoing situation in 
Bolivia. 

A preliminary report of the general elections issued by the Organisation of American States 
(OAS) had found irregularities in the electoral process. In its final report published on 4 De-
cember, the OAS stated that there was intentional manipulation and serious irregularities in the 
electoral process, making it impossible to validate the results. 

The elections were followed by weeks of mass protests and reports of violence across Bo-
livia. I supported numerous EU statements over those weeks calling for an end to violence, 
peaceful negotiations and a credible electoral process. Since the departure of former President 
Morales to Mexico on 12 November, an interim Government headed by Jeanine Áñez has taken 
up office to allow for the holding of fresh elections. 

At the FAC meeting on 9 December, the EU’s High Representative Josep Borrell briefed 
Ministers on recent developments, as well as on the EU’s ongoing work locally with the Catho-
lic Church and UN in mediating political discussion between the Bolivian parties. We also dis-
cussed the possibility of sending an electoral observation mission to monitor the new elections 
in Bolivia, which are likely to be held in March or April 2020. 
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The alleged abuses of human rights in Bolivia and excessive use of force by authorities 
against protestors is a matter of concern to me. Ireland supported the EU statement made on 15 
November calling on the Bolivian law enforcement bodies to guarantee security for the Boliv-
ian people while respecting human rights at all times. 

My Department will continue to work with our EU colleagues to support Bolivia on a path 
towards stability and credible elections. Officials in my Department maintain regular contact 
with EU Missions on the ground in Bolivia, through our Embassy in Buenos Aires which is ac-
credited to Bolivia, and will continue to monitor the situation.

18/12/2019WRB01150Ministerial Communications

18/12/2019WRB0120057. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to growing protests in Malta regarding the mishandling by the 
government of the investigation into the murder of a person (details supplied); if his attention 
has been further drawn to mounting concerns regarding the alleged involvement of former chief 
of staff and other employees of the office of the Prime Minister in the murder and a subsequent 
cover-up; if he has discussed the issue with his Maltese counterpart; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53319/19]

18/12/2019WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the protests in Malta in relation to recent developments in the investigation of the Oc-
tober 2017 murder of investigative journalist, Daphne Caruana Galizia. In the past few weeks, 
a number of significant arrests have taken place and allegations have been made against senior 
Government officials. This has resulted in a number of resignations from the Government and 
the announcement by the Prime Minister of Malta that he will step down as his party leader on 
12 January 2020 and as Prime Minister shortly afterwards. 

Ireland and our EU partners have condemned in unequivocal terms the murder of Ms Ca-
ruana Galizia, which represents an attack on freedom of expression; a fundamental right in any 
democracy. It is essential for a healthy democracy that journalists feel safe to pursue their work, 
free from the threat of intimidation, harassment and violence.

Together with EU partners, we have called for a thorough and independent investigation 
into the murder of Ms Caruana Galizia. In a case such as this, it is vitally important that there is 
trust in the integrity of the investigation and the primacy of the rule of law. 

Together with the representatives of several other EU member states, Ireland will continue 
to actively monitor the situation. Our Ambassador in Malta has attended the public inquiry into 
Ms Caruana Galizia’s murder, which started in early December. The Ambassador has also met 
with family members of Ms Caruana Galizia. 

It is my firm hope that the recent developments in the investigation will soon lead to those 
responsible for this appalling crime being apprehended and swiftly brought to justice.

Human Rights

18/12/2019WRB0140058. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which he can ensure at a European level that Tamils in Sri Lanka will be sup-
ported in view of the ongoing violence against them by the regime; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53198/19]



Questions - Written Answers

12

18/12/2019WRB01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Within 
the EU and the UN, Ireland has consistently engaged with the process of reconciliation, ac-
countability and the protection of human rights in Sri Lanka. I have also expressed my sympa-
thies to the people and Government of Sri Lanka in relation to the horrific bombing attacks on 
Easter Sunday. 

I was encouraged by the EU Election Observation Mission’s findings that the recent election 
process was peaceful overall and that the fundamental freedoms and rights of Sri Lanka’s citi-
zens were largely respected.  I am further encouraged by President Rajapaksa’s commitment, 
following his election, to be a “President for all Sri Lankans”.  

I hope that the new Government will continue to make progress on its predecessors’ com-
mitments to the relevant UN Human Rights Council Resolutions, most recently resolution 40/1 
in 2019, all of which Ireland co-sponsored. These Resolutions encourage the commitment of 
the Government of Sri Lanka to undertake a comprehensive approach to dealing with the past 
and to the promotion of reconciliation, accountability and the protection of human rights.  

I am glad to see that the EU has recently announced the launch of new projects in Sri Lanka 
that will support human rights and civil society there. The “Search for Common Ground” proj-
ect in particular works to “promote cooperative engagement across traditional dividing lines 
in Sri Lanka to create a more inclusive national identity”. In addition, the EU Commission’s 
Annual Action Programme focused particularly on promoting mechanisms of engagement be-
tween local groups and between citizens and the Government to mitigate the risk of a return to 
conflict. It made provisions for the funding and support of the development of reconciliation 
and development roles in local authorities and the strengthening of local mediation boards.  

Ireland will continue to voice its support, within both the EU and the UN, for reconciliation 
and accountability for human rights violations during the civil war in Sri Lanka.

Trade Relations

18/12/2019WRB0160059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he expects trade talks to proceed in the aftermath of Brexit incorpo-
rating the importance of previous trade relations and the ability to retain existing markets and 
create new market opportunities for the benefit of the island of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53381/19]

18/12/2019WRB0170061. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he expects final clarification on issues relating to Brexit to occur in 
particular issues relating to the Single Market on the island of Ireland, the Single Market and 
customs union and the protection of the peace process as an international agreement; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53380/19]

18/12/2019WRB0180063. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if preparations are under way or completed in the event of the withdrawal treaty Bill 
passing in the UK. [53343/19]

18/12/2019WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 59, 61 and 63 together.

The outcome of last week’s British General Election has clarified the way forward on Brex-
it. Prime Minister Johnson has indicated that he wishes to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement as 
soon as possible and we look forward to working with the new Government. 
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It is expected that the Withdrawal Agreement Bill will be reintroduced later this week, with 
a view to completion of its Parliamentary process at Westminster in January.  The European 
Parliament will also have to provide its consent on the EU side. Once this is complete, the UK 
will leave the EU, in accordance with the Withdrawal Agreement, on 31 January 2020.

While we regret the UK’s decision to leave the EU, we respect it and we look forward to 
building a strong new relationship with them in the period ahead.    

The revised Withdrawal Agreement meets our objectives, including protecting the Good 
Friday Agreement, avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland and protecting the integrity 
of the Single Market and Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them. 

At its meeting on 13 December the European Council invited the Commission to submit a 
draft comprehensive mandate for a future relationship with the UK immediately after its with-
drawal. The Political Declaration on the Future Relationship sets out the parameters for an am-
bitious, broad, deep and felxible partnership across trade and economic cooperation, centered 
on a Free Trade Agreement, but also including broader sectoral and strategic engagement. 

Ireland has consistently supported the closest possible relationship between the EU and the 
UK, in the interests of Ireland, North and South, and British-Irish relations, as well as in terms 
of our economic and trading priorities.  We also have signigicant interests in ensuring adequate 
level playing field provisions to facilitate fair competition.  

The administrative approach to implementation of the Protocol on Ireland and Northern 
Ireland will be clarified during the transition period.  The EU and UK will work together in the 
Joint Committee to provide further detail on how the Protocol works in practice. Ireland will 
play our part constructively, as an EU Member State, to make sure that these processes work for 
the island of Ireland, including in respect of the all-island economy, North-South co-operation 
and the ongoing protection of the peace process and the Good Friday Agreement.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 51.

Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 59.

Human Rights

18/12/2019WRB0200062. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has had correspondence or talks with companies and enterprises here that are com-
plicit in human rights violations through trade with countries and industries that do not observe 
human rights and businesses such as an Irish company which coal from the Cerrejon coal mines 
in Colombia; and his views on whether such instances emphasise the need for mandatory guide-
lines on business and human rights domestically. [53199/19]

18/12/2019WRB02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware that the matter raised by the Deputy is of deep interest to many NGOS both internation-
ally and here at home in Ireland and I have reported to the House on my contacts with the com-
pany that sources coal from the Cerrejón mine in replies to previous Parliamentary Questions.  

My Department has been monitoring issues surrounding the Cerrejón mine in Colombia, 
including its impact on the environment and local communities. Our new Embassy in Bogotá 
has been actively engaging on this issue since opening earlier this year. In September, our Am-
bassador to Colombia led an Embassy visit to La Guajira, where the mine is located and I have 
reported previously to the Dáil on this matter. 
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The National Plan on Business and Human Rights contains a number of relevant key ac-
tions, to be taken forward by the Business and Human Rights Implementation Group.  How-
ever, a number of mechanisms that address responsible business conduct and respect for human 
rights are already in place. The EU Directive on Disclosure of Non-Financial and Diversity 
Information (2014/95/EU) requires large companies to publish reports on the policies they im-
plement including with regard to environmental protection, social responsibility and treatment 
of employees, respect for human rights, anti-corruption and bribery and diversity on company 
boards. The Directive was transposed into Irish law through the European Union (Disclosure of 
non-financial and diversity information by certain large undertakings and groups) Regulations 
2017, which were amended by the European Union (Disclosure of non-financial and diversity 
information by certain large undertakings and groups) (Amendment) Regulations 2018.

Other relevant international mechanisms in this context include the OECD Guidelines for 
Multinational Enterprises and the ILO Tripartite Declaration on Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy. 

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 59.

18/12/2019WRB02250EU Meetings

18/12/2019WRB0230064. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on discussions on the multi-annual financial framework at the December 
2019 GAC meeting. [52981/19]

18/12/2019WRB02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the 
December General Affairs Council (GAC), Member States exchanged views on the revised 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) proposal put forward by the Finnish Presidency. This 
is the most recent iteration of the draft proposal by successive Presidencies in these complex ne-
gotiations, which are likely to continue well into 2020. The Presidency has proposed an overall 
level of 1.07% of EU27 GNI for the next MFF period 2021-2027 and has maintained or slightly 
increased the allocations for Cohesion and CAP, which are priority areas for Ireland. To main-
tain CAP and Cohesion spending at the level proposed by the Commission, the Presidency has 
proposed adjustments to a range of other programmes. At the GAC, Member States expressed a 
range of views on the proposals according to their particular priorities, including in relation to 
the proposed overall amount, the distribution of funding across different areas and the possible 
sources of revenue for the MFF. Following discussion at the GAC, the Presidency presented the 
revised Negotiating Box to the December European Council. The Heads of State and Govern-
ment called on the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, to take the negotiations 
forward with the aim of reaching a final agreement. Ireland continues to take a constructive 
approach in the MFF negotiations. We remain open to increasing our contribution to the budget 
from current levels provided European Added Value is ensured and our core interests are met, 
including maintaining funding for CAP.

Foreign Policy

18/12/2019WRB0250065. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Ireland has understandings or agreements with foreign countries regarding aerial de-
fence in situations in which aircraft intrusion is used as a way of compensating for lack of jet 
aircraft within the Air Corps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53014/19]

18/12/2019WRB02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Air 
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Navigation (Foreign Military Aircraft) Order 1952 specifies that all foreign aircraft seeking to 
overfly Irish sovereign airspace or land in the State must request the permission of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. Specific criteria with regards to the granting of such permission have been 
put in place by successive Governments and include that the aircraft be unarmed, carries no 
arms, ammunition or explosives. In addition, such craft must not form any part of a military 
operation or exercise. 

I cannot comment on national security or defence arrangements. I can, however, reiterate 
that the Government’s engagement in international security cooperation is conducted with full 
respect for Irish sovereign decision making authority and Ireland’s traditional policy of military 
neutrality which is characterised by non-participation in military alliances.

18/12/2019WRC00200Departmental Websites

18/12/2019WRC0030066. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the way in which the website of his De-
partment is managed and coordinated. [53349/19]

18/12/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: My Department’s website www.gov.ie/taoiseach is managed by the staff 
of the Government Information Service.  The Content published includes public information 
notices, consultation papers, information about my Department, and current speeches and press 
releases from the Government. The website also contains content informing citizens and dif-
ferent sectoral groups about Brexit.  The MerrionStreet.ie website is populated with Press Re-
leases and Speeches that issue from Government Departments.

18/12/2019WRC00500Project Ireland 2040 Administration

18/12/2019WRC0060067. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the role of his officials in Project Ireland 
2040. [53350/19]

18/12/2019WRC00700The Taoiseach: Project Ireland 2040 provides the overarching policy and planning frame-
work for the social, economic and cultural development of our country.  It includes a detailed 
capital investment plan for the period 2018 to 2027 - the €116bn National Development Plan 
2018-2027, and the 20-year National Planning Framework 2040.

My Department is represented on the Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board which oversees 
the implementation of Project Ireland 2040 and which is jointly chaired by the Secretaries 
General of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government.  

Officials from my Department also support and participate in the delivery of Project Ireland 
2040 through the work of the Senior Officials Group on Infrastructure, the Project Ireland 2040 
Co-Ordination Group and the Construction Sector Group. 

In July this year, the Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure was established to cover issues 
relating to Infrastructure, Project Ireland 2040 and Rebuilding Ireland. This Cabinet Committee 
has met three times since its establishment, most recently on Monday 16 December.

18/12/2019WRC00800Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRC0090068. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the number of new staff recruited to his 
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Department from January 2019 to date; and the title of each employment position. [53650/19]

18/12/2019WRC01000The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy regarding new staff recruited in 
my Department from January 2019 to date is outlined in the following table.  

My Department uses workforce planning and succession planning to ensure that there are 
sufficient staffing resources in place to deliver the Department’s strategic goals. Staff are re-
cruited to fill vacancies which arise on an ongoing basis due to staff retirements, promotions and 
staff availing of mobility opportunities and career breaks. 

Staff requirements also arise as a result of additional responsibilities being assigned to my 
Department. Recent examples include additional responsibilities relating to Brexit, climate ac-
tion, national security, policing reform, and Citizens’ Assembly. 

In the main, staff are recruited to my Department through the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) by way of competition and also by way of secondment from other Government Depart-
ments.

Vacancies are also filled by way of mobility through the Civil Service Mobility Scheme, or 
by promotion.

Grade Number 
Assistant Secretary 1
Principal Officer 1
Assistant Principal/Assistant  Principal 
equivalent 

5

Higher Executive Officer 3
Administrative Officer 6
Executive Officer 2
Clerical Officer 13

*Table excludes politically appointed staff.

** Staff numbers reflect headcount rather than whole time equivalent.

18/12/2019WRC01100Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRC0120069. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach the amount spent on advertising in 2018 and 
to date in 2019 on Brexit. [53751/19]

18/12/2019WRC01300The Taoiseach: Comprehensive communications have been central to the work across 
Government to ensure that Ireland is as prepared as possible for the UK exiting the EU, what-
ever shape it takes. This includes the Government-wide Getting Ireland Brexit Readypublic 
information and outreach campaign which was launched in September 2018.

In advance of the March, April and October Brexit deadlines, my Department working with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and other Departments and Agencies delivered a 
nationwide information and preparedness campaign. This included a combination of advertis-
ing using national and local print, radio, tv, and social media, the printing and distribution of 
information leaflets for citizens, and the Practical Steps booklet for businesses. The advertising 
costs for these campaigns have been allocated from the budgets of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade in the case of the national campaign and from the lead Department/Agency 
in relation to targeted campaigns. My Department’s spend on Brexit advertising in 2018 and 
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2019 is nil.

18/12/2019WRC01400Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRC0150070. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach if the personal injuries payouts will be pub-
lished for properties under the ownership of his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53799/19]

18/12/2019WRC01600The Taoiseach: No property is owned either by my Department or the National Economic 
and Social Development Office (NESDO), which is the only agency under the aegis of my De-
partment. The properties occupied by my Department and the National Economic and Social 
Development Office are provided and managed by the Office of Public Works.  No payments for 
personal injuries on these premises were made during the years 2016 to 2018 and no payments 
to date in 2019.

18/12/2019WRC01700Defence Forces

18/12/2019WRC0180071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the current 
or expected obligations in the aftermath of Brexit in respect of defence and security; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53436/19]

18/12/2019WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As noted on 
previous occasions, the outcome of the vote of 23 June 2016 in the UK will have implications 
across all aspects of the business of the European Union, including in the area of defence.  
While the vote does not give rise to fundamental strategic issues for Defence Forces operations 
or for Ireland’s continuing engagement with the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP), it is expected that Brexit will be a factor in future developments in the Defence sphere 
within the EU. 

Notwithstanding Brexit, the UK will remain a significant security and defence actor in Eu-
rope with the potential to contribute to the EU’s comprehensive approach to crisis management 
operations across both the civil and military domains.  The nature of that potential contribu-
tion to EU CSDP missions and operations and to initiatives such as PESCO, are being consid-
ered within the EU institutions and with the UK.  

Within the EU, it is accepted that Defence is a national competence and that any decisions, 
including any deepening of EU cooperation, require unanimity. Through our participation in 
initiatives like PESCO and the Coordinated Annual Review of Defence, Ireland continues to 
have a strong and equal voice on defence issues within the EU institutions and to meet any com-
mitments agreed as part of our participation in such initiatives. 

In relation to security matters, as the Deputy will be aware, responsibility for on-island 
security in Ireland rests with An Garda Síochána, while the Revenue Commissioners also have 
responsibilities relating to their particular mandate.

18/12/2019WRC02000Defence Forces Strength

18/12/2019WRC0210072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the extent 
to which the Defence Forces have been replenished in terms of numbers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53438/19]
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18/12/2019WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The military 
authorities have advised that, as at 30th November 2019, 605 personnel were inducted into the 
Defence Forces and 10 serving soldiers were awarded a cadetship.

They have further advised that, on that date, the strength of the Permanent Defence Force 
(whole time equivalent), across all services was 8,751 personnel.

I am very much aware that there continues to be a shortfall between the current strength fig-
ures and those of the establishment and I remain committed to restoring the strength of the 
Defence Forces to 9,500.

18/12/2019WRC02300Defence Forces Equipment

18/12/2019WRC0240073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the 
updating of equipment for the Defence Forces likely to arise; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53439/19]

18/12/2019WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service, is maintained to the greatest extent possible to enable the 
Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government, including overseas deploy-
ments. 

The acquisition and updating of equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for 
me. Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in 
the context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment 
priorities planning process.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to 
replace and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for 
a wide range of operational requirements both at home and overseas.

The mid-life upgrade programme for the Army’s fleet of eighty MOWAG Armoured Person-
nel Carriers will extend the utility of the fleet and provide greater levels of protection, mobility 
and firepower. To date almost half of the fleet have been upgraded with the remainder due by 
early 2022. Additionally, twenty-four 4 x 4 Armoured Utility Vehicles (AUVs) were acquired 
in 2017, and in 2018 delivery was taken of ten new armoured logistic vehicles. These measures 
will provide essential force protection overseas. A capability requirement for additional AUVs 
has been identified. Additional funding has been allocated for this project and a procurement 
process is expected to begin in early 2020.

There is also continuous investment in the non-armoured vehicle fleet. In 2019 a contract 
was signed with Toyota Ireland for the replacement of the Army’s fleet of 3/4 tonne 4 X4 ve-
hicles, the first of which are expected to enter service in early 2020. A tender process is under-
way also for the supply of new 4 X 4 Troop Carrying Vehicles. It is expected that a contract will 
be awarded in 2020. Funding is provided on an on-going basis for the required maintenance of 
vehicles in the military transport fleet, both at home and overseas.

The Government is currently investing in updating the Air Corps fleet of aircraft with the 
replacement of the existing five Cessna aircraft with three larger and more capable fixed wing 
utility Pilatus PC 12 aircraft which are being equipped for ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance). It is expected that the three aircraft will be delivered 
by 2020. In addition, planning is also in progress to replace the CASA Maritime Patrol aircraft 
and a tender competition has recently concluded in this regard, with the award of a contract to 
Airbus Defence and Space for the provision of two new C-295 Maritime Patrol Aircraft for the 
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Air Corps. The new aircraft are scheduled for delivery in 2023. 

The on-going Naval Service ship replacement programme is evidence of the Government’s 
commitment to investment in the Naval Service. Three new Offshore Patrol Vessels were de-
livered between 2014 and 2017 with the fourth, the LÉ George Bernard Shaw, delivered in 
late 2018. The Mid-Life Extension Programme of LÉ Róisín commenced in March 2019, with 
an initial dry-docking phase, followed by an extended period of equipment upgrade and refit 
works. LÉ Niamh’s extension programme is due to commence in 2020. In addition, planning 
is ongoing for the replacement of the current Naval Service flagship LÉ Eithne with a multi role 
vessel. 

With regard to Defence Forces communications systems, there is continued investment in 
the development of suitable network enabled communications in order to meet the challenges 
of an increasingly complex operational environment.

The examples given, whilst not exhaustive, demonstrate my commitment to update and 
upgrade the Defence Forces equipment and capability, within the financial envelope available. 
In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence was been 
increased to €113 million for 2020, an increase of €7 million. The National Development Plan 
provides for a total of €541 million for Defence over the period 2018-2022. This level of capital 
funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained equipment 
replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as 
identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant investment 
programme over recent years. 

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary modern and effective range 
of equipment available to them which is in line with best international standards in order to 
fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.

18/12/2019WRC02600Defence Forces Operations

18/12/2019WRC0270074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the extent to 
which the Defence Forces remain ready, available and equipped for emergencies that may arise; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53440/19]

18/12/2019WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible to enable the Army, Air Corps and 
Naval Service to carry out their roles as assigned by Government. 

At National level, representation on the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning by 
both the Department of Defence and the Defence Forces, ensures the fullest coordination and 
cooperation in the event of an emergency and that the command structure within the Defence 
Forces is compatible with the requirements in this area. 

In accordance with the Framework for Major Emergency Management, primary responsi-
bility for responding to emergencies such as severe weather events or terrorist attacks rests with 
the three designated principal response agencies, namely, the relevant Local Authority, An Gar-
da Síochána, and the Health Service Executive. The Defence Forces provide the fullest possible 
assistance to the appropriate Lead Department in the event of a natural disaster or an emergency 
situation in its Aid to the Civil Authority (ATCA) and Aid to the Civil Power (ATCP) roles. 
Major Emergency Plans have been developed by local and regional authorities and these Plans 
identify the procedures for requesting assistance from the Defence Forces.
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In respect of terrorism, responsibility for the internal security of the State rests with the 
Department of Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána. In that regard, among the roles 
assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence (2015) is the provision of ATCP 
which, in practice, means to provide assistance and support to An Garda Síochána when re-
quested to do so. There is on-going and close liaison between An Garda Síochána and the 
Defence Forces regarding security matters, including ATCP deployments and a wide variety of 
military training activities are specifically designed to counter or respond to possible security 
emergencies. Regular coordination and liaison meetings also take place between the Defence 
Forces and An Garda Síochána in relation to ATCP issues. The Defence Forces also participate 
in counter-terrorism training initiatives with international forces on an on-going basis.

I also wish to assure you that the Defence Forces retain a wide range of specialist skills and 
equipment. The full spectrum of Defence Forces personnel and equipment are available for 
deployment in response to any emergencies that may arise. The Operations Directorate in De-
fence Forces Headquarters manages the necessary cross-service coordination in responding to 
requests for support. These arrangements have proved effective in all emergencies encountered 
to date.

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. Fu-
ture equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is considered in the context 
of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment priorities 
planning process and I wish to assure you that significant investment in equipment is taking 
place in the coming years in this context. 

With regard to training, the primary function of training and education in the Defence Forc-
es is to develop and maintain the necessary capabilities. The Defence Forces deliver military 
training programmes and modules meeting national and international standards. They also en-
gage with external educational institutions in order to facilitate organisational learning. This 
engagement with national and international educational institutions, military and civilian, aims 
to ensure that the Defence Forces retain currency with regards to best international practice and 
employ all relevant modern training methods.

I am committed to ensuring that the personnel of the Defence Forces continue to be equipped 
and trained to best international standards and I can confirm that the Defence Forces keep 
their operational plans and response capabilities for dealing with a wide range of threats and 
emergencies under constant review. I am satisfied that the Defence Forces are equipped and 
resourced to respond, as appropriate, to any such events were they to occur in this State.

18/12/2019WRC02900Defence Forces Personnel Data

18/12/2019WRC0300075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of women in senior positions in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53441/19]

18/12/2019WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table shows the number of females by branch and by rank (wholetime equivalent strength), 
within the Permanent Defence Force as at 30th November 2019, the latest date for which such 
information is available.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-19_pq75-18-12-19_en.xlsx  “>Strength in Defence Forces</a>]
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18/12/2019WRC03200Defence Forces Remuneration

18/12/2019WRC0330076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the extent 
to which pay and conditions in the Defence Forces have been resolved to satisfaction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53443/19]

18/12/2019WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Similar to other 
sectors in the public service, the pay of Permanent Defence Force personnel was reduced as 
one of the measures to assist in stabilising national finances during the financial crisis. Improve-
ments within the economy have provided an opportunity for the unwinding of the FEMPI leg-
islation which imposed pay cuts across the Public Service.   

Pay is being restored to members of the Defence Forces and other public servants in accor-
dance with public sector pay agreements. The focus of these increases is weighted in favour of 
those on lower pay.   

The increases due to date under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, have 
been paid to members of the Defence Forces, the most recent being a 1.75% increase on annu-
alised salaries from the 1 September 2019. On 1 January 2020 annualised salaries up to €32,000 
will increase by 0.5% and on 1 October 2020 annualised salaries will increase by 2%.   

By the end of the current Public Service Pay agreement the payscales of all public servants 
(including members of the Defence Forces), earning under €70,000 per annum, will be restored 
to pre FEMPI levels. The restoration of the 5% reduction to allowances cut under FEMPI is also 
scheduled in the agreement.   

The Report of the Public Service Pay Commission on Recruitment and Retention in the De-
fence Forces was accepted by Government on 4 July 2019.  The Report contains a broad range 
of recommendations which include:

- a 10% increase in Military Service Allowance,

- the restoration to pre-Haddington Road Agreement levels of certain specific Defence Forc-
es allowances,

- the return of an incentive scheme to address pilot retention issues in the Air Corps.   

The increase in Military Service Allowance and the restoration of the rates of the other al-
lowances, as recommended by the Public Service Pay Commission, have been paid and are 
in addition to measures relating to core pay which are in the current Public Service Stability 
Agreement.   

In accepting the report of the Public Service Pay Commission, the Government also ap-
proved a plan Strengthening Our Defence Forces – Phase 1, to implement the recommendations 
in the report. The Plan provides for further measures in the short, medium and longer term. 

As the actions being progressed have a range of timeframes, the full impact of the proposals 
will take time to determine. The capacity of the Defence Forces to undertake the tasks assigned 
by Government will continue to be carefully monitored having regard to the implementation of 
the full recommendations of the Pay Commission and other actions which are underway.

18/12/2019WRC03500Defence Forces

18/12/2019WRC0360077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if an evalu-
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ation has been carried out in respect of potential weakness in the Defence Forces with a view 
to addressing the issues in the short to medium term; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53445/19]

18/12/2019WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence, approved by Government in July 2015, resulted from a comprehensive examina-
tion of Defence requirements.  It provides the defence policy framework for the period up to 
2025.  This policy framework is designed to be flexible and responsive given the dynamic na-
ture of the security environment and enables the Defence Organisation to be adaptive to chang-
ing circumstances and to use resources as efficiently as possible.   

Within this context, the White Paper contains the Government’s decision to put in place a 
fixed cycle of defence reviews.  The first such review, the White Paper on Defence - Update 
2019, has now been completed, was approved by Government last week and has now been pub-
lished on my Department’s website.  While the Update acknowledges that there are challenges 
in certain areas, it affirms the fundamentals of our approach to defence policy that were settled 
when the White Paper was approved in 2015.   

As such, I am committed to ensuring that the Defence Forces continue to have the means 
to carry out all of the roles assigned by Government.  My priority as Minister with responsibil-
ity for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the Defence Forces is maintained 
to the greatest extent possible.   

The allocation of over €1 billion for the Defence Sector for 2020, an increase of €32.3m 
on 2019, emphasises the importance attached by the Government to ensuring that the Defence 
Forces have the resources necessary to deliver on all roles assigned, both at home and overseas.  
The White Paper Update refers to the multi-annual capital programme, launched as Project 
Ireland 2040, which has increased the overall level of investment in Defence and provides for 
€541m. in capital funding over the period to 2022.   

In terms of personnel, the Defence Forces retain a wide range of specialist skills and equip-
ment.  The full spectrum of personnel and equipment are available for deployment in response 
to any emergencies that may arise.  Between 2016 and 2018 over 2,000 personnel were in-
ducted into the Permanent Defence Force while, in February 2019, the largest ever cadet class 
in the history of the State was commissioned.  Nevertheless, as recognised in the White Paper 
Update, reaching a strength level of 9,500 personnel is a key challenge that this will require 
unrelenting attention into the foreseeable future.   

Regarding equipment, the Update refers to the range of new equipment already delivered 
or in immediate prospect, including new Armoured Logistics and Utility Vehicles, upgraded 
Armoured Personnel Carriers, Naval Service Ship replacement and renewal, and acquisition of 
new Fixed-Wing Utility and also Maritime Patrol aircraft for the Air Corps.   

In relation to infrastructure, there have been very important modernisation projects complet-
ed in the last few years and many are ongoing, all contributing to capability. However, as noted 
in the White Paper Update, there is continuing potential for additional investment in military 
facilities and, with this in mind, a focussed five year infrastructure programme will be launched 
in January 2020. This will provide the means to channel available funds to where these will 
have the strongest impact, while acknowledging the potential for additional investment.   

The Update was undertaken while Brexit has continued to evolve. The Update notes that the 
precise security implications of Brexit remain hard to predict, albeit that the overall setting in 
which security resides may be adversely impacted. It is not clear, at this point, that any particu-
lar implications call for a defence response beyond what is committed in the White Paper. Pru-
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dent planning remains the essential relevant focus against the backdrop of the current position 
on Brexit, and the responsibility, in the first instance, of the Department of Justice and Equality, 
along with An Garda Síochána, for internal security matters and the Revenue Commissioners 
for customs issues.   

Overall, I am pleased with the outcome of the White Paper Update and I am satisfied that the 
Defence Forces will continue to fulfil all roles assigned by Government.

18/12/2019WRC03800Defence Forces Recruitment

18/12/2019WRC0390078. Deputy James Browne asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a psychiatrist 
has been appointed to the Defence Forces to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53504/19]

18/12/2019WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Following pre-
vious unsuccessful attempts in 2018 to recruit a direct-entrant military psychiatrist and locum 
psychiatrist for the Defence Forces, sanction was sought from, and granted by, the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform to conduct a competition for a contracted civilian consultant 
psychiatrist. The pay rates applicable are equivalent to those available in the HSE. 

The Public Appointments Service recently conducted the competition. The closing date for 
applications was 26 September 2019.  Interviews were held on 6 December 2019 and a candi-
date has been selected. A clearance procedure is now underway in conjunction with other fac-
tors such as the notice period of the successful candidate. The Department will endeavour to 
finalise the process as expeditiously as possible.

18/12/2019WRC04100Naval Service Vessels

18/12/2019WRC0420079. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the precautions 
taken to ensure that the former LÉ Aisling was not sold to organisations that would be in con-
travention of UN arms embargoes; his views on a newspaper report on same (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53591/19]

18/12/2019WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The former Na-
val Service vessel LÉ Aisling has been the subject of a report by the United Nations Panel of 
Experts on Libya that the decommissioned vessel which was sold by way of public auction on 
23 March 2017 was subsequently disposed of to a Libyan military commander, Khalifa Haf-
tar, represents a breach of a UN arms embargo by a company in the United Arab Emirates.  

Naval Service vessels are withdrawn from service when they have come to end of their use-
ful life, which in the normal course is expected to be around 20 - 25 years. The decommissioned 
vessel LÉ Aisling was withdrawn from service in 2016 after being in service since 1980 hav-
ing well exceeded her notional life expectancy. In engineering terms, the equipment onboard 
was obsolete and the reliability and capability of the ship was impacted. In order for the Naval 
Service to carry out its roles as assigned by Government the fleet must be capable, reliable and 
safe to operate in the often hostile North Atlantic where sea conditions during prolonged winter 
storms are not exceeded anywhere in the world.

Following her decommissioning in 2016, I made the decision to sell the former LÉ Aisling 
by way of public auction to the highest bidder to maximise the return to the Exchequer. This 
is in keeping with the Department’s standing policy for the disposal of surplus defensive equip-
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ment. This approach is also in accordance with the Comptroller and Auditor General’s 2015 
Report which provides that “a competitive sales process or auction should normally be used 
for the disposal of State assets with a significant market value.  Such a process helps to ensure 
transparency and is more likely to achieve the fair market price.”

All weaponry systems, defensive equipment and specialist Naval equipment were removed 
in their entirety from the decommissioned vessel prior to the sale. The main weapon consisted 
of the L70 Bofors 40mm crew served cannon which was complemented by two 20mm auto 
cannons. All of these were directly attached to the deck and were removed in their entirety from 
the vessel. In accordance with Maritime law this means that the ship was no longer classified 
as a warship. There were no armaments or offensive military capability on board this vessel to 
sell or to export.  

The sale of the decommissioned vessel was by way of a public auction, it was fully transpar-
ent and was open to all interested parties. The vessel was sold on an “as seen” basis to a Dutch 
shipbroker in March 2017, and was removed from the Naval Base in Haulbowline and towed 
to Holland by the purchaser. 

Once the decommissioned vessel was sold to the Dutch buyer, my Department ceased to 
have any trailing obligations in relation to the vessel and had no role or responsibility with re-
gard to the future use of the vessel or the future supply chain for this vessel. The resale of the 
decommissioned vessel was a matter for the Dutch buyer and any subsequent resale onwards 
and compliance with UN arms embargoes was a matter for other State authorities.

18/12/2019WRC04400Defence Forces Recruitment

18/12/2019WRC0450080. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employment 
position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53640/19]

18/12/2019WRC04600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): To date in 2019, 
my Department has recruited 40 civil servants through a combination of the Public Appoint-
ment Service, Civil Service Mobility and secondment from other areas of the public service. 
These staff were recruited primarily to replace staff who left my Department through retirement, 
resignation, promotion or secondment to another area of the public sector.  The staff recruited 
were at the civil service grades of Assistant Principal, Higher Executive Officer, Executive Of-
ficer, Clerical Officer (both permanent and temporary) and Services Officer.

18/12/2019WRC04700Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRC0480081. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount spent 
on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53741/19]

18/12/2019WRC04900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
did not incur any advertising expenditure in relation to Brexit for the period in question.

18/12/2019WRC05000Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRC0510082. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the personal in-
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juries pay-outs will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53789/19]

18/12/2019WRC05200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The State Claims 
Agency (SCA) manages personal injury claims on behalf of the Minister for Defence.  In re-
spect of personal injuries, details of the number of claims and associated costs are set out in the 
Department’s Annual Reports which can be accessed at www.defence.ie. Note that the Annual 
Report for 2019 will be published in 2020.

With regard to a specific breakdown of injuries incurred at properties under the ownership 
of the Minister for Defence, the Department does not collate information in that format. The 
Department has contacted the SCA in order to ascertain if this detail can be accessed and I will 
revert to the Deputy in due course when a response has been received.

18/12/2019WRC05300Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRC0540083. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the capital ex-
penditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility 
provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such 
expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53841/19]

18/12/2019WRC05500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Expenditure by 
my Department is mainly on pay and allowances, operational costs and capital investment 
across the Defence Forces. Capital expenditure on projects in Counties Meath and Louth by 
my Department, in the period in question, was limited to expenditure on the maintenance and 
upgrade of military installations. 

The capital expenditure on projects in County Meath and County Louth, in respect of main-
tenance and upgrade of military installations for the years 2015 to 2018, was as follows:

County Meath  2015  2016  2017  2018
Gormanston 
Camp

 €130,445  €102,854  €137,462  €112,127

 

County Louth  2015  2016  2017  2018
Aiken Bks, 
Dundalk

 Nil  Nil  Nil  €106,840

18/12/2019WRC05600White Paper on Defence

18/12/2019WRC0570084. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status 
of progress of the White Paper on Defence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53876/19]

18/12/2019WRC05800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Pa-
per on Defence sets the defence policy agenda over a ten year planning horizon and covers all 
aspects of defence within overall security policy. The White Paper on Defence – Update 2019, 
which I published last week following Government approval, is the first in a new fixed cycle 
of defence reviews which the Government decided to introduce when it approved the White 
Paper in 2015. The Update follows the approach set out in the White Paper.  It provides that 



Questions - Written Answers

26

these reviews are to consider progress made since 2015 and any revisions required.  Further, 
these reviews are to encompass a fully updated assessment of the security environment with a 
fresh consideration of implications for overall policy requirements, associated tasks, capability 
development and resourcing.

As part of this, the Update includes a comprehensive review of overall progress with White 
Paper implementation. Since publication of the White Paper, a total of 95 separate projects 
have been identified for completion over a ten-year period. Included in the Update is a full 
breakdown of the current status of all projects and actions as well as a full report, on a chapter 
by chapter basis, of the outcome of the review of implementation. (The Update is available to 
download on my Department’s website.) 

Implementation of all actions and projects is being carried out by civil-military teams on a 
phased basis over a ten-year period out to 2025 and is receiving continuous joint civil/military 
oversight of progress. All of the actions or projects are being implemented in addition to the 
substantial body of work conducted by the civil and military elements of the Department of 
Defence on a daily basis. 

To provide flexibility, projects may be sub-divided or merged, changing the top-line num-
ber. Currently,  the number to be implemented stands at 95, with this number subject to further 
change as the process evolves. 42 of these projects have been initiated with 15 closed and others 
due to close shortly. The White Paper Update and the Government’s High Level Plan to imple-
ment the Report of the Public Service Pay Commission will result in reprioritisation of certain 
projects.  

Implementation on a phased basis is necessary in order to reflect Programme for a Partner-
ship Government and Strategy Statement commitments, the related nature of some projects and 
resourcing implications. 

While it is currently intended to have all projects initiated or completed by the end of the ten 
year implementation programme, work in certain areas will continue beyond 2025 in order to 
ensure that changes, improvements and actions envisaged in the White Paper are sustained and 
that the positive outcomes endure and are embedded in the day to day business of the Defence 
Organisation.

18/12/2019WRC05900Defence Forces Personnel

18/12/2019WRC0600085. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the implications 
for working schedules in the Defence Forces based on recent decisions regarding breaches of 
the working time directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53877/19]

18/12/2019WRC06100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Working 
Time Directive has been transposed into national legislation by way of the Organisation of 
Working Time Act, 1997 and the Defence Forces are currently excluded from the provisions the 
Act. The Government has however committed to amending this Act and bringing the Defence 
Forces and An Gárda Síochana within the scope of its provisions.

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is the lead Department for 
this legislative process and the Department of Defence is working closely with that Depart-
ment and the Department of Justice and Equality on the provisions for the proposed legislation.

Formal mediation took place between my Department and an association representing mem-
bers of the Permanent Defence Force on 23 May this year and further mediation took place on 
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5th July. 

A Mediated Agreement has been reached between the parties on the matters at issue and 
three cases have been finalised under the terms of the mediated Settlement Agreement. The 
remaining 15 cases are in the process of the implementation of the Agreement. The legal cases 
currently stand adjourned pending the outcome of that mediation process. 

The specific terms of the mediation agreement are confidential between the parties. Given 
that the mediation agreement is confidential and that the associated cases are still before the 
Courts, it would be inappropriate to comment further.

18/12/2019WRD00200European Council Meetings

18/12/2019WRD0030086. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Myanmar was discussed at the December 2019 EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting. 
[52984/19]

18/12/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Myan-
mar was not on the agenda at the most recent meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council, which 
took place on 9 December.

However, this issue remains very prominent at EU level. Ireland and our EU partners re-
main deeply concerned over the findings of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission 
(IIFFM), and other special mandate holders regarding gross human rights violations committed 
by the Myanmar Military Forces (Tatmadaw), many of which amount to the gravest crimes 
under international law. 

I am also aware that on 11 November 2019, The Gambia submitted an application to the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) alleging breaches of the Genocide Convention by Myanmar. 
Officials in my Department, including in the Irish Embassy in The Hague, are monitoring this 
case closely.  

Ireland will continue to work with our EU and other international partners  to press for a 
long-term sustainable resolution to the Rohingya crisis that will provide a pathway for refugees 
to safely return and to urge Myanmar to hold to account those responsible for serious criminal 
acts. 

18/12/2019WRD00500Brexit Issues

18/12/2019WRD0060087. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken with EU counterparts recently on Brexit or other matters. [50347/19]

18/12/2019WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Brexit 
is a priority issue for this Government, and the Taoiseach, my cabinet colleagues and I take 
every opportunity to engage with EU partners to advance Ireland’s priorities.  

On 9 December I attended a meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council with whom I dis-
cussed matters such as my recent visit to Israel and Palestine and a number of human rights 
issues. While Brexit was not on the agenda, I had a range of informal exchanges with my coun-
terparts.  

Protecting Ireland’s interests during the upcoming negotiations regarding the EU-UK future 
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relationship will require a continued whole of Government effort underpinned by the same co-
herent, cohesive approach that has characterised our Brexit strategy from the start. I, alongside 
my Government colleagues and our officials, will continue to build on our strong relations with 
the Taskforce and Commission, Member States, Oireachtas members and stakeholders across 
this island.

18/12/2019WRD00800European Council Meetings

18/12/2019WRD0090088. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the multi-annual financial framework that is being discussed at the 
forthcoming GAC meeting in December 2019. [50084/19]

18/12/2019WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the 
December General Affairs Council (GAC), Member States exchanged views on the revised 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) proposal put forward by the Finnish Presidency. This 
is the most recent iteration of the draft proposal by successive Presidencies in these complex ne-
gotiations, which are likely to continue well into 2020. The Presidency has proposed an overall 
level of 1.07% of EU27 GNI for the next MFF period 2021-2027 and has maintained or slightly 
increased the allocations for Cohesion and CAP, which are priority areas for Ireland. To main-
tain CAP and Cohesion spending at the level proposed by the Commission, the Presidency has 
proposed adjustments to a range of other programmes. At the GAC, Member States expressed a 
range of views on the proposals according to their particular priorities, including in relation to 
the proposed overall amount, the distribution of funding across different areas and the possible 
sources of revenue for the MFF. Following discussion at the GAC, the Presidency presented the 
revised Negotiating Box to the December European Council. The Heads of State and Govern-
ment called on the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, to take the negotiations 
forward with the aim of reaching a final agreement. Ireland continues to take a constructive 
approach in the MFF negotiations. We remain open to increasing our contribution to the budget 
from current levels provided European Added Value is ensured and our core interests are met, 
including maintaining funding for CAP.   

18/12/2019WRD01100Northern Ireland

18/12/2019WRD0120089. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if legacy issues have been discussed as part of the negotiations in relation to the need to have 
the Assembly and Executive restored in Northern Ireland. [52767/19]

18/12/2019WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the leaders of the 
political parties in Northern Ireland to seek a way forward on implementation of the Stormont 
House Agreement legacy framework, and will continue to do so in the period ahead.

At the meetings of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference and in our regular bilat-
eral meetings, I have strongly emphasised to the Secretary of State the urgency of definitively 
moving ahead to a legislative phase to get the Stormont House bodies established.   

There were extensive discussions on how to move forward with the establishment of Stor-
mont House legacy framework in the multi-party talks, which the two Governments convened 
in March 2017, and important progress was made.   

In 2018, the UK Government conducted a public consultation on draft UK legislation to 
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establish the Stormont House institutions.   

In May 2019, the Government welcomed the publication of the summary of responses to the 
UK Government consultation on addressing the legacy of the Troubles through the framework 
provided for under the Stormont House Agreement.   

The main message from the vast majority of the 17,000 people and organisations who re-
sponded is that the current system needs to be reformed and that legacy issues need to be dealt 
with in a way that contributes to reconciliation and a better future. Importantly also, there was 
broad support for doing this by implementing the Stormont House Agreement legacy frame-
work.   

Necessary implementing legislation is being advanced in this jurisdiction. In June, the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality introduced the Criminal Justice (International Co-operation) Bill 
2019, which was approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas and signed into law in July.   

This legislation enhances the co-operation that is being provided to ongoing Coroners’ In-
quests in Northern Ireland into historical deaths and it underpins the Government’s commit-
ment to supporting and implementing the framework of measures set out in the Stormont House 
Agreement.   

Legislation will also be required to establish the Independent Commission on Information 
Retrieval (ICIR) in both jurisdictions and the Government is advancing drafting of the ICIR 
Bill.   

Legacy issues have not been extensively discussed in the multi-party talks that were con-
vened by the two Governments in May, which have focused on the core issues on which an 
agreement is needed between the parties to get the Executive and Assembly operating again.   

However, both Governments have acknowledged the outstanding commitments under the 
Stormont House Agreement for comprehensively dealing with the past and the urgent need to 
progress, in UK and Irish legislation and by a new Executive, as appropriate. 

Following the UK general election, it is essential that there is now a definitive step forward 
by the new UK Government to get the legacy framework that was agreed in 2014 established in 
UK legislation, and up and running for victims and survivors, without any further delay.   

The Government remains firmly committed to the implementation of the Stormont House 
Agreement legacy framework. We will continue to work proactively to support its full imple-
mentation, without further delay, in order to provide victims’ families with a way to access 
whatever truth and justice that is possible in their cases and as a very necessary step in achiev-
ing a fully reconciled society.

18/12/2019WRD01400Brexit Preparations

18/12/2019WRD0150090. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps taken to put in place new formal structures for dialogue between Ireland and the UK 
as a result of the departure of the UK from the EU; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [53465/19]

18/12/2019WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): It is 
clear that the UK’s decision to leave the EU will change fundamentally the nature and frequen-
cy of our bilateral interaction. In this context, I am conscious of the importance of protecting 
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existing Ireland-UK cooperation, and of providing opportunities for mutually beneficial coop-
eration and relationship-building in the future as the UK departs from the EU.

The overall relationship with the newly elected UK Government is a top priority for both 
myself and the Taoiseach. Given our joint stewardship of the peace process, our people-to-
people relations, and our economic and trading relationship, it’s clear that we will need to 
establish and maintain close, collaborative relationships with our UK counterparts now and for 
the coming years. We need to ensure that the “habit of cooperation” that has developed through 
so many years working side by side as members of the European Union is maintained following 
the UK’s departure from the EU.  

Regular engagement, facilitated by existing structures like the British-Irish Intergovern-
mental Conference and the British-Irish Council, will be key in this regard.  We will also dis-
cuss with the UK shortly whether new structures for cooperation between Dublin and London 
will also be required.

The Government has committed increased resources to our Embassy in London in the last 
few years, which was already the largest bilateral Embassy in our network. These resources 
have come from both from my own Department and from several other Government Depart-
ments, and will ensure the Embassy’s optimal engagement across all relevant policy areas. It is 
envisaged that the Embassy will continue to expand in order to support the bilateral relationship 
and to promote and protect Irish interests across all relevant sectors in a post-Brexit context. 

Beyond London, the continued development of our relationships with the devolved admin-
istrations in Scotland and Wales will be ever more important as the UK moves forward with 
EU withdrawal. In Scotland, the Consulate in Edinburgh is active in promoting and protecting 
Irish interests, including taking a leading role on the current bilateral review of Ireland-Scotland 
relations. In addition, our footprint has also been re-established in Wales where the Consulate in 
Cardiff re-opened in April of this year, with a political and economic focus.

The relationship between Ireland and the UK is, and will continue to be, a unique, vital and 
complex one. It is a relationship which requires great care, close attention and on-going engage-
ment at every level right across the UK and its devolved administrations.

18/12/2019WRD01700Foreign Conflicts

18/12/2019WRD0180091. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the situation in Ukraine; the position of the EU on same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53527/19]

18/12/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
conflict in eastern Ukraine - now in its sixth year - has resulted in over 12,000 deaths, 1.6 mil-
lion people displaced and an estimated 3.5 million people in need of humanitarian assistance 
and protection.  

2019 has seen a reinvigoration of efforts to secure implementation of the Minsk peace 
agreements within the framework of the OSCE Trilateral Contact Group (OSCE, Russia and 
Ukraine) and the Normandy Format (France, Germany, Russia and Ukraine). 

Incremental progress has been made, including a tentative ceasefire since July, the disen-
gagement of troops and weapons of the Ukrainian army and Russia-led forces in three locations, 
the reopening of a bridge crossing in Stanytsia Luhanksa, and a prisoner exchange with Russia. 



18 December 2019

31

The first Normandy Summit at Heads of State level in three years was held in Paris on 9 De-
cember. The meeting resulted in a commitment by all parties to deescalate the violence through 
ceasefires, further disengagement, and demining. If these commitments are fulfilled, the parties 
have committed to meeting again within four months to discuss political and security condi-
tions necessary for the organisation of local elections in eastern Ukraine.  

On 12 December Chancellor Merkel and President Macron briefed the European Council 
on progress at the Normandy summit, and EU leaders agreed to extend the economic sanctions 
imposed on Russia for another six months, until July 2020. The sanctions were introduced in 
2014 and their duration is linked to the complete implementation of the Minsk agreements. 

Ireland remains fully committed to the sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity and inde-
pendence of Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders. We welcome the efforts 
of France and Germany to find a resolution through the Normandy Format and stand ready to 
support the EU and the OSCE in the implementation of these agreements. Ireland particularly 
welcomes the humanitarian aspects of the agreements made and provisions for a de-escalation 
of violence. We strongly support the establishment of additional disengagement zones and the 
plans for an updated demining plan. The maintenance of the agreed upon ceasefire will have 
significant benefits in easing the dire humanitarian situation of civilians in the region.

18/12/2019WRD02000Consular Services Data

18/12/2019WRD0210092. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of persons provided with consular assistance to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53528/19]

18/12/2019WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can 
advise that my Department has so far provided consular assistance in 1,723 instances in 2019, 
a breakdown of which is below. 

Arrests – 243

Child Abductions – 13

Child Welfare – 21

Deaths Abroad – 268

Deportations – 64

Medical – 270

Mental Health – 92

Missing Persons – 72

Other – 344

Prisoners – 40

Victims of Crime -  112

Welfare – 184

The support and assistance provided to Irish Citizens abroad through our Embassies, Con-
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sulates General and Honorary Consulates, and by our staff at HQ, continue to be of the highest 
quality. This year has witnessed many difficult and complex cases, and I commend staff on 
their commitment and professionalism in providing invaluable assistance in the most difficult 
of situations.  

I would also like to thank our support partners, the Irish Council for Prisoners Overseas, 
the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust and the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre. These partners are a vital 
asset for our Missions. Their expertise supplements our consular efforts, ensuring the best pos-
sible assistance is provided to those who need it most.   

18/12/2019WRD02300Visa Waiver Programme

18/12/2019WRD0240093. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of students who participated in the J1 visa programme in each of the years 2011 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53529/19]

18/12/2019WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
J1 visa programme, for Irish citizens to work and travel in the US, is managed by US-based 
sponsors and student travel agents in Ireland, under the authority of the Bureau for Educational 
and Cultural Affairs of the US Department of State. All figures related to the J1 programme are 
maintained by US authorities.

Figures shared by the US Authorities with my Department laid out in tabular form below 
show data for the two most popular categories, the J1 “Summer Work and Travel” scheme and 
the “Camp Counsellor” scheme. Since 2011 uptake in the Camp Counsellor scheme has grown 
significantly, while the number of those taking part in the Summer Work and Travel programme 
has decreased. It should be noted that the numbers for 2019 are preliminary counts and as such, 
are subject to change. 

Numbers J1 Summer Work and Travel   J1 Camp Counsellor   
2011 6,670  549
2012 7,527  616
2013 8,167  637
2014 6,773  918
2015 7,001 1,114
2016 4,347 1,384 
2017 4,190 1,683 
2018 3,530 1,665
2019 3,392 1,673

Officials in my Department have met with the two largest J1 sponsors in Ireland, SAYIT and 
USIT, and have discussed the decline in the number of Irish citizens availing of the programme 
in recent years. Our Ambassador in Washington and his colleagues also regularly meet with the 
US-based sponsors to discuss encouragement of uptake of the programme.  

18/12/2019WRD02600Undocumented Irish in the USA

18/12/2019WRD0270094. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the progress made in relation to resolving the situation regarding the undocumented Irish in the 
United States of America, excluding progress made regarding the E3 visa; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53530/19]

18/12/2019WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have prioritised the issue of Irish immigration in the United States since tak-
ing office and the issue of the undocumented Irish remains a high priority for the Government. 
I have continuously raised these issues in all my interactions with the US Administration and 
US political leaders. In April, I discussed these matters with the Speaker of the US House of 
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, and her congressional delegation when they visited Ireland. The 
Taoiseach has also raised the issue of the undocumented Irish during his high level engage-
ments with the US, including during the visit of President Trump this summer. The issue was 
also raised with Vice President Pence during his visit in September.

The Government Envoy to the US Congress on the Undocumented, Deputy John Deasy, has 
also worked closely on this issue with my Department, engaging with key US stakeholders. He 
has met with senior officials in the US Administration and with representatives from the US 
Congress to discuss the undocumented Irish, most recently during a visit to Washington D.C. 
last week. He is supported in his work by the Americas Unit of my Department, and our Em-
bassy in Washington, DC. Officials in the Americas Unit of my Department also regularly meet 
with the US Embassy in Dublin to discuss visa and immigration issues.

In the US, Irish officials continue to engage and advocate on behalf of this vulnerable com-
munity. Officials in my Department, including our Embassy in Washington, D.C. and our seven 
Consulates General across the US, are monitoring the situation closely and are continuing to 
actively support Irish community groups that work with undocumented Irish citizens. My of-
ficials engage with US officials on immigration issues on an ongoing basis, including with US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Our Mission network also works closely with the Co-
alition of Irish Immigration Centres in the US.  The Coalition and its members provide reliable 
and accurate information to any Irish citizen in the US with concerns. The Coalition and its 
member organisations receive significant annual funding through the Government’s Emigrant 
Support Programme for their work, including their support for vulnerable Irish and the undocu-
mented. In 2018, over €3 million was allocated to 76 organisations across the US, including the 
Irish Centres. 

18/12/2019WRD02900Human Rights

18/12/2019WRD0300095. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the situation regarding the Rohingya; the position of Ireland on same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53531/19]

18/12/2019WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
military operations in Rakhine State escalated in August 2017, an estimated 720,000, predomi-
nantly Rohingya, refugees have fled to Bangladesh. A significant number of Rohingya civilians 
were also internally displaced within Rakhine State and 128,000 people remain in IDP camps 
having fled previous bouts of violence. Recent months have again witnessed an escalation of 
violence in Rakhine State and neighbouring Chin State due to ongoing conflict between the 
Myanmar Security Forces and ethnic armed groups. The situation remains unstable with in-
creasing violence generating further displacement of civilians.

Ireland remains deeply concerned over the findings of the Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission (IIFFM), and other special mandate holders regarding gross human rights 
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violations committed by the Myanmar Military Forces (Tatmadaw), many of which amount to 
the gravest crimes under international law. 

These include a finding by the IIFFM that there is sufficient information to warrant the 
investigation and prosecution of senior officials in the Tatmadaw chain of command, so that a 
competent court can determine their liability for genocide in relation to the situation in Rakhine 
State. Ireland, together with our EU partners, has consistently called for the accountability of 
those who may be responsible for such crimes and has engaged in a number of actions at inter-
national level in this regard. 

The EU Foreign Affairs Council has adopted a series of Council Conclusions addressing 
gross human rights violations in Myanmar’s Rakhine, Kachin and Shan States. These conclu-
sions press for Myanmar to take meaningful action towards the creation of conditions condu-
cive to a safe, voluntary, dignified and sustainable return of those displaced to their places of 
origin and to hold to account those responsible for criminal acts. 

The EU has also worked with our international partners to press for action at UN level in-
cluding acting as pen-holder on several key initiatives including the establishment of both the 
UNHRC mandated Independent International Fact-Finding Mission and the recently operation-
al Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar. These are important steps in ensuring 
accountability for perpetrators and justice for victims.      

On 11 November 2019, The Gambia submitted an application to the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) alleging breaches of the Genocide Convention by Myanmar. Officials in my De-
partment, including in the Irish Embassy in The Hague, are monitoring this case closely.  

Ireland will continue to work with our EU and other international partners to press for a 
long-term sustainable resolution to the Rohingya crisis that will provide a pathway for refugees 
to safely return and to urge Myanmar to hold to account those responsible for serious criminal 
acts.

18/12/2019WRD03200Passport Applications Data

18/12/2019WRD0330096. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of first-time passport applicants from Great Britain and Northern Ireland, respec-
tively in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53532/19]

18/12/2019WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
numbers of first time passport applications received from applicants who were resident in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland at the time of application for the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019 are detailed in the following table.

Year First time applications from 
Great Britain

First time applications from 
Northern Ireland

 2014   5,672  18,101
 2015   6,011  20,325 
 2016  18,263  29,923 
 2017  31,675  40,089 
 2018  39,287  40,226 
 2019*  49,584  62,554
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*1 January to 30 November 2019

All passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008, as amend-
ed. The Passports Act provides, among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before 
a passport can be issued to him or her. Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by Irish law 
and in particular the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

18/12/2019WRD03500Overseas Development Aid

18/12/2019WRD0360097. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the partners his Department is working with or plans to work with in order to increase access 
to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services overseas; the funding provided to 
each partner organisation from 2018 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53631/19]

18/12/2019WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Improving the quality and availability of health services with a strong focus on maternal 
and child health has been a longstanding component of Ireland’s international development 
programme. Access to health services, including access to comprehensive sexual and reproduc-
tive health services, is transforming women’s lives. For example, women’s life expectancy in 
Mozambique was 46.12 years in 1996, when Ireland first started the development programme 
there.  Last year, the WHO calculated female life expectancy in Mozambique as 62.3 years, a 
remarkable increase in 20 years although clearly more needs to be done: Irish support for health 
service provision with an emphasis on maternal and child health, together addressing HIV / 
AIDS helped support this positive change.

Ireland’s policy for international development, A Better World, commits the Government to 
deepen and expand on its existing partnerships in this area. Ireland currently works with a range 
of global and international organisations, as per the table below. In addition, Ireland supports 
health service provision through the bilateral programmes in a range of countries, including 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Uganda, Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

Organisation 2018 2019 
WHO   700,000 1,050,000 
UNFPA 3,500,000 3,500,000 
UNICEF 7,200,000 7,200,000 
GLOBAL FUND   10,000,000 10,000,000 
GAVI 3,000,000 3,000,000 
UNESCO 500,000 500,000 
UNAIDS 2,400,000 2,400,000 
IRC 1,100,000 1,500,000 
Total 28,400,000 29,150,000 

18/12/2019WRD03800Overseas Development Aid

18/12/2019WRD0390098. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the partner organisations Ireland will be working with as part of his commitment to provide 
at least €250 million over the next five years for global education with a focus on improving 
access to quality education for girls and access to education in emergencies, the knowledge 
and information they need to protect themselves from HIV, including through keeping girls in 
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school and supporting comprehensive sexuality education; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53632/19]

18/12/2019WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The Government’s new Policy for International Development, A Better World, makes a 
commitment to contribute at least €250 million to improve global education between 2019 and 
2023 with a specific focus on education in emergencies and girls’ education. The Government 
is delivering on this commitment through bilateral and multilateral partnerships, selecting mo-
dalities and partners on the basis of the most effective and efficient means of achieving these 
objectives.  

The Global Partnership for Education and Education Cannot Wait are the two main global 
partnerships funded by Ireland. The Global Partnership for Education supports over 65 low 
or lower middle-income countries in their efforts to develop and implement quality education 
plans, focusing on effective and efficient education systems, equity and gender equality.  Ireland 
doubled its funding to the Global Partnership for Education to €25 million between 2018-2020.

In September, I pledged a contribution of €6 million to the Education Cannot Wait Fund.  
This fund is specifically dedicated to supporting students and teachers in emergency and pro-
tracted crises and to date has reached more than 1.4 million children in 32 countries. 

In addition Ireland supports education for children and youth through bilateral programmes 
in Palestine, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Uganda, and Zambia. 

In Ethiopia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe, and in partnership with UNESCO Ireland 
works to reduce early and unintended pregnancies, HIV and STI infections, and gender-based 
violence through good quality comprehensive sexuality education programmes integrated into 
education curricula. 

Through partnerships with Irish, African and International NGOs such as Aidlink, the Cam-
paign for Female Education, Girl Child Network, Misean Cara, Plan International Ireland, and 
World Vision Ireland, Ireland supports quality education for girls and for children in emergen-
cies.   

While we are already scaling up support for global education, we are also looking at further 
opportunities to strengthen our support for education globally and to specifically to deliver on 
the commitments in A Better World to girls’ education and education in emergencies.

18/12/2019WRD04100Irish Aid

18/12/2019WRD0420099. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Irish Aid has provided funding to organisations that promote and provide termination of preg-
nancy services; if so, the funding allocated to such organisations from 2018 to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53633/19]

18/12/2019WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade does not provide funding to organisa-
tions for the promotion or provision of termination of pregnancy.  The Government’s policy for 
international development, A Better World, published last February continues Ireland’s long-
standing focus on improving the health of women and girls, as part of Ireland’s contribution to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
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18/12/2019WRD04400Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRD04500100. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title 
of each employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53644/19]

18/12/2019WRD04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 
recent years my Department has recruited a significant number of additional staff. As well 
as recruitment to fill vacancies including those that arose during the embargo, staff have been 
allocated to support Brexit-related negotiations and preparations following the decision by the 
UK in 2016 to leave the EU. Further investment since then relates primarily to demands on 
the passport service and the expansion of Ireland’s diplomatic and consular mission network 
as part of the Global Ireland 2025 strategy, including operational and policy reinforcement in 
headquarters to support that objective.

Since the launch of Global Ireland in June 2018, new Embassies have opened in New Zea-
land, Colombia, Jordan, Liberia and Chile and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai, 
Cardiff, Frankfurt and Los Angeles. This brings to ninety the number of diplomatic Missions in 
the network. Next year new Embassy openings are planned for Kyiv in Ukraine, Manila in the 
Philippines and Rabat in Morocco. 

My Department has strengthened capacity in the Passport Service by recruiting additional 
permanent and temporary staff over the past twelve months to respond to a general increase in 
applications as well as from Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The total number of new permanent staff recruited into my Department since January 2019 
is detailed in the table below.

New Starts by Grade 2019

Grade Number
Principal Officer 4
First Secretary 15
Assistant Principal 5
Accountant Grade 1 3
Assistant Legal Advisor 2
Quantity Surveyor 1
Archivist Grade III 1
Third Secretary 56
Administrative Officer 2
Higher Executive Officer 11
Executive Officer 27
Clerical Officer 179
Services Officer 2
TOTAL 308

18/12/2019WRD04700Consular Services Provision

18/12/2019WRD04800101. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the opening of a new consulate in the north of England; if provision is made for 
same in forthcoming departmental funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53735/19]
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18/12/2019WRD04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 
“Global Ireland – Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025”, the Government committed to opening 
an additional consulate in another UK location post-2019. During a visit to Manchester in June 
for the British Irish Council, the Taoiseach reiterated this commitment. 

It is envisaged that the new consulate will cover the entire North of England, including 
major population centres such as Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle and Sheffield. This 
would broadly match the area known as the ‘Northern Powerhouse’, an area with a population 
of c. 15 million people.   

A decision on the timeline for opening the new consulate, as well as the optimum location, 
will be taken in the coming months.  

Additionally, it is worth noting that the Government has committed increased resources to 
our Embassy in London in the last few years, which was already the largest bilateral Embassy 
in our network. These resources have come from both from my own Department and from sev-
eral other Government Departments and will ensure the Embassy’s optimal engagement across 
all relevant policy areas. It is envisaged that the Embassy will continue to expand in order to 
support the bilateral relationship and to promote and protect Irish interests across all relevant 
sectors in a post-Brexit context. 

Ireland also engages closely with the devolved administrations. In Scotland, the Consulate 
in Edinburgh is active in promoting and protecting Irish interests, including taking a leading 
role on the current bilateral review of Ireland-Scotland relations. In addition, our footprint has 
also been re-established in Wales where the Consulate in Cardiff re-opened in April of this year, 
with a political and economic focus. 

18/12/2019WRD05000Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRD05100102. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53745/19]

18/12/2019WRD05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government-wide ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ public information campaign was launched 
on 20 September 2018. 

In the initial phase of this campaign, my Department organised “Getting Ireland Brexit 
Ready” public information events in Cork, Galway, Monaghan, Dublin, Limerick and Donegal 
throughout autumn 2018 to inform and advise citizens and businesses about Brexit preparedness 
and the range of support measures and resources that the Government has put in place. These 
events brought together over a dozen Agencies and their parent Departments – the Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport - under one roof and were attended by ap-
proximately 2,500 people over the October-November period.

In the lead up to the March and April Brexit deadlines this year, my Department working 
closely with the Department of the Taoiseach and other Government Departments initiated a 
Brexit preparedness public information campaign. This campaign ran to ensure that key audi-
ences were aware of the potential impact of a No Deal Brexit and the mitigation measures that 
they could take, with the support of Government where appropriate and with particular refer-
ence to the gov.ie/Brexit website. This national and local campaign activity was across TV, 
radio, print, internet and social media. 
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Building on the ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ roadshows and the broad ranging infor-
mation campaign in advance of the March and April Brexit deadlines, I along with Minister 
Heather Humphreys and Minister Helen McEntee launched a ‘Getting Your Business Brexit 
Ready – Practical Steps’ campaign in September.  This campaign informed businesses and con-
sumers on the practical steps that all businesses should take to prepare for the UK’s departure 
from the EU. Central to this campaign is a user-friendly digital booklet, which provides a com-
prehensive overview for businesses on the core steps they should take, and it can be accessed 
at gov.ie/Brexit.   

In addition to this booklet, a two week national and local radio campaign urged businesses 
to take action and review readiness under 9 key areas. This campaign targeted businesses and 
other affected sectors and encouraged them to take the necessary steps to mitigate the risk in 
advance of the Brexit deadline of 31 October 2019. This ad campaign was followed by a further 
citizen awareness public information campaign, which ran on national and local radio in the 
first two weeks of October.

In 2018 the initial Brexit related advertising expenditure was € 298,593.73.  In 2019 the 
total expenditure on advertising was € 1,028,254.31.

18/12/2019WRD05300Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRD05400103. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the personal injuries pay-outs will be published for properties under the ownership of his 
Department in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53793/19]

18/12/2019WRD05500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department will not be publishing personal injuries pay-outs for properties under its ownership 
for the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 as there are no records of such payments in these 
years. 

18/12/2019WRD05600Northern Ireland

18/12/2019WRD05700104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which efforts continue to be made to restore the power-sharing Assembly in 
Northern Ireland; the extent to which the UK Government is positively involved; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53807/19]

18/12/2019WRD05800113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to have dialogue with the parties in Northern Ireland 
with a view to the restoration of power sharing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53816/19]

18/12/2019WRD05900117. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when talks will resume with the UK Government and the political parties in Northern Ireland 
regarding the need to have the Northern Ireland Assembly and Executive restored; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53833/19]

18/12/2019WRD06000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 104, 113 and 117 together.

It is clear that this is the moment to finally secure an agreement that will get the Executive, 
Assembly and the North South Ministerial Council restored to operation again.
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The Taoiseach and Prime Minister Johnson spoke on Friday, and they agreed that achieving 
this is the top priority for both Governments.

If the Executive is not in place by 13 January next, the Secretary of State for Northern Ire-
land, Julian Smith MP, has stated that there will be an Assembly election. Nobody sees this as 
a desirable outcome, but if an agreement cannot be found by then, the people deserve to have 
their say.

I met with the Secretary of State in Belfast on Monday to discuss how to quickly and suc-
cessfully conclude the talks process and get all of the institutions of the Agreement up and run-
ning again.

We believe that an agreement can be done in a matter of days - if the parties are ready to 
come together and do it.  

The talks’ process initiated by the two Governments last May saw real engagement by all 
the parties and good progress was made, including on progressing the implementation of out-
standing commitments from previous Agreements. 

We do not believe there is any appetite among the people of Northern Ireland, or the par-
ties, for that process to be extended now. What is needed is direct leader-to-leader discussions, 
political will and political courage.

All the parties have shown in the past that they are capable of showing that leadership, in the 
interests of all of the people of Northern Ireland.

The indications and statements from the party leaders in Northern Ireland last week follow-
ing the general election results, that they recognise that people in Northern Ireland want to see 
them operating power-sharing institutions, and that they need to reach an agreement to get back 
to doing that, were very welcome and important.

The Secretary of State and I have met with the parties separately already earlier this week, 
and we will bring them together again this week to seek to confirm that there is a shared deter-
mination to find agreement, and in days not weeks. 

The two Governments will continue to do everything we can to support the parties in this 
work, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement. 

18/12/2019WRD06100EU Migration Crisis

18/12/2019WRD06200105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to influence the international community and European 
countries to ensure they play their part in resolving the refugee crisis throughout Europe; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53808/19]

18/12/2019WRD06300112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and the international community monitor conditions in the vari-
ous refugee holding centres throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53815/19]

18/12/2019WRD06400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 105 and 112 together.

I am deeply concerned about the humanitarian situation in the Mediterranean and the need 
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for a comprehensive approach to migration. 

Migration remains a difficult issue within the Union where views can often be sharply di-
vided. There are countries which have been required to take in large numbers of asylum seekers 
and others who continue to resist taking in any. Ms. Ylva Johansson, the recently appointed EU 
Commissioner for Migration and Home Affairs, has been tasked with developing a “New Pact 
on Migration and Asylum”. 

We have consistently called for all EU member states to play their part in burden-sharing 
and helping to relieve pressure on frontline Member States. The issue of migration will not go 
away. Over 1200 people have died trying to cross the Mediterranean this year. The EU must 
intensify its efforts to advance work in this area, particularly in relation to reform of the Com-
mon European Asylum System.  Any solution should be based on responsibility and solidarity. 
I look forward to the von der Leyen Commission and the new Commissioner, Ms Johansson, 
coming forward with proposals early in 2020.

Since 2015, Ireland has admitted over 2,900 people through the EU Relocation Programme 
and the UNHCR-led Refugee Resettlement Programme. Furthermore, we have allocated 100 
spaces in 2019 to take people who were rescued in the Mediterranean and to process their ap-
plications for international protection. In addition, Ireland has been active in Search and Res-
cue missions in the Mediterranean since 2015. The Irish Naval Service has rescued more than 
17,500 people since the beginning of the crisis.

Ireland also supports measures to address the root causes of irregular migration, through 
humanitarian and developmental programmes in developing countries. Indeed, Ireland’s pledge 
of €15 million for the EU’s Trust Fund for Africa is the third highest per capita contribution by 
an EU Member State. 

Globally, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) is one of Ireland’s 
key UN partner agencies for development assistance and is the main agency providing protec-
tion and humanitarian assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs). In 2019, 
Ireland provided a total of €15.5 Million (US$17m) to UNHCR’s global operations. This in-
cluded €9 million un-earmarked core funding and €6.5 million via country programmes.  

While the social, economic and political stresses arising from the migration crisis are very 
considerable, it is essential that humanitarian and legal obligations continue to be met. This in-
cludes the reception conditions for applicants for international protection.  Applicants who are 
in detention should be treated with full respect for human dignity and in accordance with rel-
evant EU and international standards. This is an issue to which our Missions, working closely 
with local EU Delegations and Embassies of EU Partners, are and will continue to pay close 
attention to both in frontline and transit states currently receiving high levels of persons arriving 
from outside Europe seeking international protection.

18/12/2019WRE00200Human Rights

18/12/2019WRE00300106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he and the international community have identified the worldwide 
locations at which the most serious breaches of human rights have occurred and in respect of 
which alleviation measures are in train; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53809/19]

18/12/2019WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
promotion and protection of human rights remain at the core of Irish foreign policy and we 
continue to monitor the human rights situations in many countries across the globe. 
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Respect for human rights is a fundamental component of the EU’s global engagment and 
Ireland strongly supports the work of the EU Special Representative on Human Rights, former 
Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore, to enhance the effectiveness and visibility of the EU’s human rights 
policy.

Ireland also fully supports the UN mechanisms in the field of human rights, including the 
UN Human Rights Council, Special Procedures and the UN Human Rights Treaty Monitor-
ing Bodies, which play a crucial role in monitoring and responding to human rights violations 
and abuses. We consistently and proactively engage with these mechanisms, including through 
the Universal Periodic Review. We are also active in other multilateral fora focused on human 
rights, including the Council of Europe and the OSCE, to highlight situations of concern and to 
call for action. 

We also greatly value the role of civil society in the promotion of human rights and regularly 
consult with civil society organisations and human rights experts, notably through the DFAT 
Human Rights Committee. Many of our Embassies also integrate human rights issues into their 
ongoing bilateral dialogue with partner Governments, as well as providing support as appropri-
ate to local civil society organisations and human rights defenders on the ground.

18/12/2019WRE00500Overseas Development Aid

18/12/2019WRE00600107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which aid continues to be provided globally whether in a bilateral or multi-
lateral arrangement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53810/19]

18/12/2019WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Ireland’s development cooperation programme is an integral part of our foreign policy 
and an important statement of our global citizenship. The programme gives Ireland a significant 
global presence and footprint – including in fragile states and conflict-affected contexts. 

The 2018 Annual Report on Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA), published 
in October, details the range of modalities and channels involved in the delivery of Ireland’s 
development cooperation programme. In 2018, €449.43 million was allocated through bilateral 
channels, including over €169 million channelled through NGOs.  A further €342.2 million was 
disbursed through the EU and the wider multilateral system, where core missions and objec-
tives closely aligned with Ireland’s policy priorities.  Over 130 countries received assistance 
from Ireland in 2018, either bilaterally or through at least one of Ireland’s multilateral or other 
partnerships.

Our bilateral partnerships and our work through the EU, United Nations and other multilat-
eral organisations, have enabled Ireland to direct vital assistance to people living in challenging 
and insecure environments.  The Overseas Development Institute, an internationally recognised 
policy think-tank, has ranked Ireland as the world’s leading donor in targeting extreme poverty. 

For 2020, the Government has allocated almost €838 million for ODA. This represents an 
increase of almost €21 million on the 2019 budget allocation.

18/12/2019WRE00800Overseas Development Aid

18/12/2019WRE00900108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which aid is only provided in lieu of trade by some countries globally; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [53811/19]

18/12/2019WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) assesses 
the extent to which aid is tied to trade. In 2018, the most recent year for which data is available, 
they reported that of the approximately US$106 billion in total bilateral commitments, US$13.2 
billion was tied with a further US$2.6 billion partially untied, giving an overall total of partially 
untied and tied aid of almost 15%. 

Evidence has shown that such “tied” aid increases the costs of a development intervention/
project by as much as 15 to 30 percent. Untying aid, on the other hand, avoids unnecessary costs 
and gives the recipient the freedom to procure goods and services from virtually any country.     

The OECD in an effort to reduce the volume of tied aid has recommended to its member 
countries that all aid provided to least developed countries, heavily indebted poor countries 
(HIPCs), Other Low-Income Countries (OLICs) and countries which are only eligible to fi-
nancing from International Development Association (IDA) should be untied. 

Ireland remains one of the few countries which has consistently provided untied aid. Ire-
land’s new policy for international development A Better World, launched earlier this year, 
commits the government to maintaining an untied, quality, focused and coherent development 
programme. During the consultation process there was strong public support for continuing this 
commitment to untied aid.

18/12/2019WRE01100Foreign Conflicts

18/12/2019WRE01200109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab continue to be contained or restricted 
by the international community; the extent to which their influence and activity are controlled; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53812/19]

18/12/2019WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
condemns the reprehensible violence and terror inflicted by Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab.  In 
its engagement across the relevant regions, Ireland places a strong emphasis on tackling pov-
erty, hunger and exclusion that contribute to fostering violence, radicalisation and terrorism.  

At a bilateral level the Government continues to work to promote and sustain peace in West 
Africa and the Horn of Africa, including through the Embassies of Ireland in Nairobi and Abuja.  
Since 2016 Ireland has provided approximately €17 million in humanitarian funding to states 
in the Lake Chad region.  In November, the Embassy in Abuja participated in the Inaugural 
Steering Committee Meeting of the Lake Chad Basin Regional Stabilisation Strategy.  The 
Lake Chad Basin Commission (LBC) and the African Union (AU) Commission with the sup-
port of the UNDP, have developed this Regional Strategy for the Stabilisation, Recovery and 
Resilience of the Boko Haram-affected areas of the Lake Chad Basin.  

Ireland has also been a consistent supporter of the humanitarian response in Somalia, pro-
viding over €45 million in humanitarian assistance since 2012, including to communities dis-
placed by conflict in Al-Shabaab held areas.  Ireland also supports EU initiatives to promote 
peace and security in East Africa including through capacity-building programmes that ensure 
that local security forces are better resourced to tackle terrorism.  The EU also maintains three 
Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions in the region; EUTM Somalia, EU-
NAVFOR Operation Atalanta and EUCAP Somalia.  Chris Reynolds, the former Director of the 
Irish Coast Guard, was appointed to lead EUCAP Somalia in September and there are four other 
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Irish nationals deployed to EUCAP.  The EU is one of the key financial contributors to the UN-
mandated African Union-led peacekeeping mission in Somalia (AMISOM) which supports the 
Federal Government of Somalia in its efforts to combat Al-Shabaab and stabilise the country.  
The EU has also pledged €50 million in funding to the Multinational Joint Taskforce to improve 
security in West African territories affected by Boko Haram.

18/12/2019WRE01400Foreign Conflicts

18/12/2019WRE01500110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community is engaged in restoring peace in Libya; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53813/19]

18/12/2019WRE01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
deeply troubled by the ongoing violence in Libya, particularly the fighting around Tripoli, 
which is endangering thousands of civilians and putting already vulnerable migrants and refu-
gees in Libya at further risk. There have been reports of serious violations of human rights and 
humanitarian law. The EU has called on all parties to immediately implement a ceasefire and to 
engage with the UN to ensure a political solution to the conflict. 

At the Foreign Affairs Council on 9 December, Ministers discussed the upcoming interna-
tional summit in Berlin, which is part of UN Special Representative Ghassan Salamé’s roadmap 
for peace in Libya. I believe that Germany is playing a valuable role on this issue, and hope 
that this summit will pave the way towards a comprehensive and lasting cessation of hostilities. 

I am particularly concerned about the effect of the instability in Libya on migrants and 
refugees in Libya. Human rights abuses against migrants and refugees in Libya, including in 
detention centres, are a matter of grave concern. During a national statement during the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in September 2019, Ireland noted that the system of detaining migrants and 
refugees in Libya, often in appalling conditions, is reprehensible. I applaud efforts by humani-
tarian organisations to relocate migrants and refugees for their safety, to the extent possible, in 
this very difficult situation.

The EU, through cooperation with the UN and the African Union, has helped over 48,000 
people stranded in Libya to return voluntarily to their countries of origin, and has evacuated 
over 4,000 people in need of international protection. The EU has also mobilised €46 million 
in humanitarian support for people in need in Libya since 2014. Almost €328 million has been 
mobilised under the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa for protecting migrants, refugees and 
internally displaced people in Libya, and supporting local communities to cope with the migra-
tion challenge.

Ultimately, bringing real improvements to the lives of Libyans, and migrants and refugees 
in Libya, will require the restoration of political stability. Ireland and the EU will continue to 
support efforts to bring about a peaceful resolution to the conflict and build a better future for 
the Libyan people.

18/12/2019WRE01700Trade Relations

18/12/2019WRE01800111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps being taken to extend trade links globally through consulates and embassies, 
with particular reference to the need to replace losses through Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53814/19]
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18/12/2019WRE01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As part 
of Team Ireland, Ireland’s network of Missions continues to play a central role in advancing 
Ireland’s trading relationships.  Embassies and Consulates around the world provide vital sup-
port for Ireland’s state agencies, including by supporting their strategic objectives and activities 
in overseas markets.  

In June 2018, the Government launched the Global Ireland initiative, which aims to double 
the impact and scope of Ireland’s global footprint by 2025.  Global Ireland’s targets include 
enhanced global engagement, the expansion of Ireland’s embassy network and strengthening of 
Ireland’s state agency presence overseas. 

Since Global Ireland’s launch last year, new Embassies have opened in Wellington, Bogotá, 
Amman, Monrovia and Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai, 
Cardiff, Los Angeles and Frankfurt. 

These new Missions now bring to 90 the number of diplomatic and consular Missions in the 
network with 10 opened since the start of the expansion plan.  Embassies are scheduled to open 
in 2020 in Rabat, Kiev and Manila.   

Locations are chosen based on a range of factors, including their potential to diversify our 
markets, increase bilateral trade and investment, and enable Irish companies to take advantage 
of new opportunities.  In light of Brexit, these factors are more important than ever.

In addition, the Department’s officers overseas engage with host country Governments and 
multilateral institutions on a range of trade-related issues, including market access, regulatory 
compliance, visas, phyto-sanitary issues, and Double Taxation Agreements.

The Embassy network also supports Irish businesses in market by providing contacts and 
information, organising visits overseas by Ministers and supporting trade missions, all in part-
nership with the state agencies.  This approach is aligned with the objectives set out in the 
Government’s trade strategy Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in a Dynamic World.

  Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 105.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 104.

18/12/2019WRE02200Overseas Development Aid Data

18/12/2019WRE02300114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the value of aid distributed overseas to various worthy causes in each of the past three 
years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53817/19]

18/12/2019WRE02400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): My Department reports each year on the delivery of the Government’s official de-
velopment assistance programme, Irish Aid. These reports are available on my Department’s 
website www.irishaid.ie. The reports show the breadth of Ireland’s work, and the impact that it 
is having across more than 130 countries. The annual report is a flagship for our accountability, 
transparency and engagement.

In 2017, Ireland’s total official development assistance amounted to over €743 million. €181 
million of this total was provided in humanitarian assistance.

Ireland’s ODA in 2018 was over €791 million which included in excess of €463 million in 
funding to Multilateral organisations and more than €169 million to NGOs. Over €185 million 



Questions - Written Answers

46

of this total was provided in humanitarian assistance.

For 2019, the allocation for ODA is €816 million. The 2019 Annual Report is due to be 
published in 2020 and will report on the expenditure for 2019.

18/12/2019WRE02500Humanitarian Aid Provision

18/12/2019WRE02600115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which the commitments of Ireland in respect of aid in the wake of various 
disasters worldwide in each of the past three years to date have been discharged in full; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53818/19]

18/12/2019WRE02700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The past decade has seen a sharp increase in the level of humanitarian need globally, a 
response to an upsurge in conflict and climate change related natural disasters. The UN estimate 
that almost 168 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Given the scale of need, donors have increased their level of humanitarian assistance in re-
cent years. Total global humanitarian funding grew from an estimated $22.2 billion in 2014 to 
an estimated $28.9 billion in 2018. 

Ireland has also increased its level of assistance in response to growing needs. Over the three 
years 2016-2018 Ireland contributed a total of over €559 million in humanitarian response. 

As well as the scale of funding, the efficiency and effectiveness of international humanitarian 
response is also vital. Ireland is a strong champion of the multilateral system, and has worked 
closely with the UN Office of the Coordinator of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in improving 
the coordination of the international humanitarian response.  In the period 2018-2019, Ireland 
was Chair of the OCHA’s  Donor Support Group. In this role, Ireland led discussions with the 
UN and key donors on improving the effectiveness of the international response to major crises. 
Ireland also worked closely with OCHA during its own process of reform and reorganisation, 
helping to improve its ability to effectively coordinate humanitarian responses. 

Since June 2019 Ireland has been co-Chair of the ICRC’s Donor Support Group.  In this role 
Ireland will lead discussions with the ICRC and other major donors on improving humanitarian 
response, notably with regard to protracted humanitarian crises, and ensuring a gender sensitive 
approach to humanitarian emergencies.

18/12/2019WRE02800EU Meetings

18/12/2019WRE02900116. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Brexit was discussed at the most recent General Affairs Council;  if so, the outcome of such 
discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53832/19]

18/12/2019WRE03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Brexit 
was discussed at the European Council, which met in Article 50 formation on 13 December, but 
it was not an item for discussion at the General Affairs Council. In its conclusions on Brexit, 
the European Council reiterated its commitment to an orderly UK withdrawal on the basis of 
the Withdrawal Agreement and called for its timely ratification and effective implementation.

At its meeting of 13 December, the European Council reconfirmed its desire to establish the 
closest possible future relationship with the UK in line with the Political Declaration and based 
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on a balance of rights and obligations and to ensure a level playing field. 

To this end, the European Council has invited the European Commission to come forward 
with a comprehensive mandate for the EU-UK future relationship immediately after Brexit 
takes place. The General Affairs Council will adopt the relevant decisions and negotiating man-
date. 

Alongside our EU partners, we welcome the Commission’s decision to reappoint Michel 
Barnier for the negotiations on the future relationship. These negotiations will continue to take 
pace in a manner of unity and transparency with all Member States and the European Council.  

We have consistently supported the closest possible relationship between the EU and the 
UK in the interests of Ireland, North and South, and British Irish relations, as well as in terms of 
our economic and trading priorities. Ireland also has significant interests in ensuring adequate 
level playing field provisions to facilitiate open and fair competition. 

The European Council will follow negotiations closely and will agree further political de-
cisions as necessary.  Between European Council meetings, the General Affairs Council and 
COREPER, assisted by a dedicated working party, it will ensure that the negotiations are con-
ducted in line with the overall positions and principles agreed by the European Council as well 
as the Council’s negotiating mandate, with the aim of reaching a result that is fair for all Mem-
ber States and in the interest of our citizens.

  Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 104.

18/12/2019WRE03200Human Rights

18/12/2019WRE03300118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he continues to influence the international community to make provi-
sion for the elimination of trafficking and violence against women; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53863/19]

18/12/2019WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland has put in place strong legislative, administrative and operational measures, 
including a multi-agency approach, to combat and prevent human trafficking. 

Ireland is party to the Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings which aims to prevent trafficking, protect the human rights of victimsand pros-
ecute traffickers.  We are party to the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime.  Ireland has also transposed the EU Directive on pre-
venting and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims. On International 
Women’s Day this year, Ireland ratified the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and 
Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul Convention). 

Ireland’s new policy for International Development, A Better World, prioritises preventing 
and responding to gender based violence.  Ireland’s Third National Action Plan on Women 
Peace and Security reiterates Ireland’s commitment to intensifying investment in prevention 
and response to gender based violence, especially in fragile and conflict affected states.

Through our engagement at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), Ireland works to pro-
mote gender equality, to combat all forms of discrimination against women and prevent gender-
based violence.  In addition to supporting gender-specific resolutions at the HRC, we promote 
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the mainstreaming of gender issues across the broader UN agenda. Through our participation 
in the HRC’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR), Ireland regularly raises concerns regarding 
gender equality and gender based violence. At the most recent UPR session in November 2019, 
Ireland made recommendations to four countries on gender based violence: El Salvador; Fiji; 
Bosnia and Herzegovina; and Madagascar.   

Finally, my Department is also an active member of the Irish Consortium of Gender Based 
Violence (ICGBV),  an alliance of Irish and international human rights, humanitarian and de-
velopment organisations and the Irish Defence Forces.  We support the Consortium to promote 
increased  understanding of gender based violence and ensure high quality programming and 
policy responses in both development and humanitarian settings.

18/12/2019WRE03500Human Rights

18/12/2019WRE03600119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he continues to influence the international community to make provi-
sion for the elimination of trafficking and violence against children; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53864/19]

18/12/2019WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
has put in place strong legislative, administrative and operational measures, including a multi-
agency approach, to combat and prevent human trafficking. 

Ireland is party to the Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings which aims to prevent trafficking, protect the human rights of victims and prosecute 
traffickers.  We are also party to the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime.  Ireland has also transposed the EU Directive on pre-
venting and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims.

At the 74th Session of the United Nations General Assembly earlier this year, Ireland co-
sponsored a resolution on “Improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons”.   
We also made a statement reiterating Ireland’s support for the UN Special Rapporteur on Traf-
ficking in Persons, especially Women and Children.  

2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Ireland 
co-sponsored a  resolution at the General Assembly on the promotion and protection of the 
rights of children  which called on all countries to ensure the enjoyment by all children of their 
civil, politicial, ecomomic, social and cultural rights.  

The resolution urges States to take appropriate measures to protect children who are victims 
of trafficking and are deprived of parental care, as well as to enact and enforce legislation to 
prevent and combat the trafficking and exploitation of children in care facilities.  The resolu-
tion also urges countries to support children who are victims of human trafficking in returning 
to their families and in receiving appropriate mental health and psychological assistance that is 
victim-centred and trauma-informed.

18/12/2019WRE03800Human Rights

18/12/2019WRE03900120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and the international community have endeavoured to eliminate 
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the use of child soldiers globally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53865/19]

18/12/2019WRE04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The recruitment and use of child soldiers remains a serious problem with tens of 
thousands of children recruited and used as soldiers in conflicts around the world. Since 2002, 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations has issued an annual report on children and armed 
conflict, listing violations committed against children during armed conflict. The most recent 
report, published in July 2019, found that 2018 was the worst year on record for children caught 
up in armed conflict. 

The recruitment and use of children as soldiers is explicitly prohibited under international 
humanitarian law and human rights law. In 1999, the UN Security Council passed its first Reso-
lution, UNSCR 1261, on the impact of armed conflict on children and condemned violations 
in that context. In the same year, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
entered into force. Article 22 of the Charter sets out a prohibition on the recruitment and direct 
participation in hostilities of any person under the age of 18 years.

Ever since, the Security Council has established important tools to strengthen child protec-
tion and to strengthen implementation of international standards, including the position of UN 
Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict who investigates and develops best 
practices to address the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 

Ireland remains committed to the eradication of the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 
In addition to the focus in our development programmes on addressing the socio-economic 
causes of conflict, Ireland supports more targeted interventions by working with organisations 
such as UNICEF, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the International 
Criminal Court.

In 2018, Ireland co-sponsored UN Resolution 2427, which states that children recruited by 
armed groups should be treated primarily as victims of violations of international law. In 2019, 
Ireland co-sponsored UN Resolution 2475, which contains important language on the specific 
needs of children with disabilities affected by armed conflict. 

This year, Ireland also joined the Group of Friends of the Reintegration of Child Soldiers 
and is supportive of reintegration programmes which are fundamental to realising the Rights of 
the Child, ending the cycle of violence, and ensuring sustainable peace. Ireland is also a signa-
tory to the Safe Schools Declaration, which is an inter-governmental political commitment to 
protect students, teachers, schools and universities from armed conflict.

 Ireland is committed to working with our international partners to protect all children from 
aggression and violence.

18/12/2019WRE04100Brexit Preparations

18/12/2019WRE04200121. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance if new customs infrastruc-
ture will be required at local and regional ports and airports under the terms of the revised 
withdrawal agreement reached in October 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53464/19]

18/12/2019WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that during 
2018, Revenue chaired an interdepartmental group established to consider the adequacy of port 
and airport infrastructure and facilities post Brexit. The group included representatives from 
Revenue; the Departments of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Health; the HSE’s envi-
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ronmental health service; the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport; the Office of Public 
Works; the Department of Justice and Equality; and An Garda Síochána.

The group identified infrastructural requirements at three locations - Dublin Port, Dublin 
Airport and Rosslare Europort. No infrastructural requirements were identified for other local 
or regional ports or airports. The terms of the revised withdrawal agreement do not impact this 
position. While additional customs infrastructure is not required at these local and regional 
ports and airports, I am advised by Revenue that the position is kept under ongoing review 
considering any relevant developments as regards the movement of goods or persons between 
Ireland and the UK or between Ireland and mainland Europe, through the UK.

18/12/2019WRE04400Brexit Preparations

18/12/2019WRE04500122. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance if an impact assessment has 
been conducted of the revised withdrawal agreement agreed in October 2019 on the econo-
my; if it is in the process of being carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53461/19]

18/12/2019WRE04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 2020, including the macroeco-
nomic outlook which underpins it, was based on the prudent assumption that the UK would 
leave the EU on 31 October without an agreement. The macroeconomic outlook is set out in 
the Economic and Fiscal Outlook published with Budget 2020. This included, at Box 4, an as-
sessment of the macroeconomic outlook that would apply in the event of an agreed exit by the 
UK at end October.  

The Withdrawal Agreement endorsed by the European Council, will now require ratification 
by the European Parliament and the UK Parliament. Pending ratification of the deal, it is not 
possible to say if the outlook will be different to that set out in Budget 2020.  

If the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified, the UK will enter a transition period until at least 
the end of 2020. In this situation the outlook would be broadly similar to that set out in Table 
4 (Box 4) in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook 2020. This shows that, in the event of an agreed 
exit, GDP growth is forecast to be 3.1 per cent in 2020, with employment growth projected at 
1.7 per cent next year and the unemployment rate expected to be 5.1 per cent.  

The revised Political Declaration envisages an ambitious trading relationship for goods on 
the basis of a Free Trade Agreement, but until there is greater clarity on the post-transition re-
lationship there is likely to be continued uncertainty, particularly with respect to private sector 
investment. My Department has been in contact with the ESRI on the economic impact of the 
revised Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration on the future relationship. I am satis-
fied that the existing analysis in the joint research by the Department of Finance and ESRI, 
published in March this year, broadly captures the range of possible future relationships. The 
analysis included a free trade agreement (of which there could be many forms), and a trading 
relationship under World Trade Organisation (WTO) frameworks. The impacts of these were 
modelled and estimated in the joint research which was published in March this year.  

Under these scenarios, over the medium-term (i.e. 5 years) the level of GDP would be of 
the order of between 1.9 and 3.3 per cent lower, respectively, compared to a situation where the 
UK remains in the EU. The negative impacts will be most severely felt in those sectors with 
strong export ties to the UK market – such as the agri-food, manufacturing and tourism sectors 
and also SMEs generally – along with their suppliers. The impact will be particularly noticeable 
outside the main cities. 
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My Department will continue to monitor developments with respect to the ratification of the 
Withdrawal Agreement, and the future relationship with the UK, and will update the macroeco-
nomic and fiscal projections to take account of any developments in the Spring of next year at 
the latest.

18/12/2019WRE04700Brexit Preparations

18/12/2019WRE04800123. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies still 
without an EORI number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53463/19]

18/12/2019WRE04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that currently 
63,984 businesses have a customs registration and acquired an EORI number. 23,939 of these 
businesses obtained an EORI number in 2019. 

When Revenue analysed the 2018 VAT Information Exchange System (VIES) returns, they 
identified some 94,000 businesses that traded with the UK in 2018. Of these 94,000 businesses, 
approx. 55,000 do not currently have an EORI number. 

However, Revenue advise that 91.7% of the value of imports from the UK in 2018 and 
97.5% of the value of exports to the UK in 2018 was carried out by businesses who now have 
an EORI number. 

Of the businesses with import or export trade of more than €50,000 on an annual basis, and 
therefore with a potentially significant supply chain exposure to trade with the UK, the number 
without an EORI number is approximately 3,000. This indicates that a significant number of 
the businesses that are going to be significantly impacted by Brexit have responded to the call 
from Revenue to prepare for Brexit by taking the important first step of acquiring a customs 
registration.

18/12/2019WRE05000Central Bank of Ireland Investigations

18/12/2019WRE05100124. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank has 
information on the prevalence of money mule accounts (details supplied); if so, the details of 
completed or current investigations under way on the issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53523/19]

18/12/2019WRE05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank’s role in relation to 
anti-money laundering/countering the financing of terrorism is to monitor credit and financial 
institutions’ compliance with the systems and controls requirements as set out in Part 4 of the 
Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, as amended (‘the CJA 
2010’). 

The Central Bank is not responsible for the investigation of money laundering and terrorist 
financing which is the role of law enforcement. Where credit or financial institutions identify 
instances where they form a suspicion in relation to money laundering or terrorist financing, 
they are required to make suspicious transaction reports to both the Gardaí and Revenue Com-
missioners.

18/12/2019WRE05300Banking Sector Remuneration
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18/12/2019WRE05400125. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
report commissioned from a company (details supplied) on remuneration levels within banks 
here; if he has received and read the report; when he plans to publish the report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53537/19]

18/12/2019WRE05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that Gov-
ernment policy on banking remuneration has remained unchanged since the financial crisis. 
Extensive restrictions are in place and these are not simply confined to a small number of senior 
bankers whose pay is restricted by the €500,000 pay cap (excluding a standard pension contri-
bution). These affect c.23,000 workers across the three banks in which the State has a share-
holding. The policy dictates that variable pay including bonuses and any other fringe benefits 
including the likes of health insurance and childcare cannot be paid to any staff members from 
the most junior lowest paid staff to the most senior ranks.

As a result I undertook to carry out a review of Government bank remuneration policy to 
determine if it remains fit for purpose. My department worked with the specialist advisory di-
vision of Korn Ferry to undertake this review. Stakeholders engaged with included the major 
institutional investors in the banks, proxy advisory firms, the Financial Services Union (FSU), 
the chairs of the remuneration committee in each of the banks, the Central Bank of Ireland and 
representatives of the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) in Frankfurt.

I have received and read the report. However I am still considering the findings contained 
within and discussing it with officials in my department. Once this process is complete, my 
intention is to publish the report.

18/12/2019WRF00200Insurance Industry Regulation

18/12/2019WRF00300126. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to regulate claims 
harvesting websites; the estimated number of such sites active in the market; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53538/19]

18/12/2019WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation, my Department does not have a role in the regulation of claims 
harvesting websites in Ireland nor in the collection of data on the number of these websites.  Al-
legations of companies engaging in such practices were brought up during the Cost of Insurance 
Working Group’s consultation process, as well as through representations and Parliamentary 
Questions submitted to my Department. 

My Department has considered this issue and has consulted with relevant stakeholders such 
as the Department of Justice and Equality as well as the Law Society of Ireland.  From these 
consultations, I am informed that claims-harvesting websites can hold themselves out as solici-
tor firms and purport to provide legal services.  The websites frequently refer to claims for per-
sonal injury and, in doing so, attempt to solicit and encourage site visitors into making claims 
for compensation.  Information received from site visitors with an interest in making such 
claims is then offered for sale to solicitors on an anonymous panel who contact the claimants 
directly.  

My understanding is that solicitors are regulated as to how they can seek business, most 
notably under the following legislation:

- the current Solicitors Advertising Regulations which replaced earlier 2002 regulations 
and were introduced on 1 June 2019.  These new Regulations retain restrictions specific on 
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the advertising of legal services in respect of personal injury claims.  The prohibitions on non-
solicitors advertising services of a legal nature that may induce persons to make claims for 
damages for personal injuries, together with the prohibitions on unqualified persons from either 
acting as a solicitor or pretending to be a solicitor, remain unchanged and will continue to be 
enforced by the Law Society, and

- section 62 of the Solicitors Act 1954 prohibits solicitors from rewarding or agreeing to 
reward unqualified persons for the introduction of legal business, i.e., payment of a referral fee.

The Law Society has informed my Department that, within the terms of its functions under 
the Solicitors’ Acts, it actively pursues claims harvesting websites.  From its various consulta-
tions, the Department has been advised that the number of active ‘claims harvesting’ websites 
operating in Ireland has drastically reduced in recent years from approximately 60 in 2016 to 
around 11 more recently, although this figure can fluctuate.  The Law Society states that unfor-
tunately, the process of identifying the owners of the websites is often frustrated by the sophis-
ticated ways in which the website owners conceal their identity.  For example, it would appear 
that many of the websites, which are operating in Ireland, may not actually be located within 
the jurisdiction nor within other EU countries.  I understand that this factor increases the levels 
of complexity of investigations, as it can be particularly difficult to establish who the owners of 
the relevant websites are.  

Notwithstanding these challenges, my Department has been informed by the Law Society 
that 29 websites have been removed from the internet since 2014, with six of these websites re-
moved since June 2019.  Another two websites have been identified as belonging to a company 
that has gone into liquidation.

With the application of section 218 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015, solicitor 
advertising will no longer be regulated by the legal professional bodies as happens at present.  
Instead, the Legal Services Regulatory Authority will maintain the restrictions of any adver-
tisement which, in the opinion of the Authority, “expressly or impliedly solicits, encourages or 
offers any inducement to any person or group or class of persons to make claims for personal 
injuries or seek legal services in connection with such claims.”  The Authority will be under-
taking consultations for the making of regulations for the advertising of legal services by legal 
practitioners, whether solicitors or barristers, under section 218 of the Legal Services Regula-
tion Act 2015.  It is my understanding that the new advertising regulations are planned to come 
into operation in Quarter 1 of 2020.

In light of the above, it is clear that the regulation of claims harvesting websites is a complex 
matter but that the existing solicitor regulations have helped prevent such websites to evolve to 
become a more prevalent feature of the Irish personal injuries environment, in the way that they 
are in the UK, for example.  I am satisfied that the relevant professional bodies are pursuing 
such websites to the extent that they can in light of the challenges that exist.  Notwithstanding 
this, my officials will continue to monitor the prevalence or otherwise of this issue.  In addition, 
I would suggest that if anyone is of the view that particular solicitor firms are using such claim 
harvesting websites, they should report the matter to the Law Society/Legal Services Regula-
tory Authority for investigation.

18/12/2019WRF00500Insurance Industry

18/12/2019WRF00600127. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank is noti-
fied by life assurance companies of instances in which claims on policies are not paid out on 
the basis of non-disclosure; if so, the most up-to-date statistics in this area; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [53540/19]

18/12/2019WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to a similar PQ Dail Ques-
tion No. 150 (Ref. 25484/19) earlier this year, my officials contacted the Central Bank of Ire-
land on this non-disclosure issue.  The Central Bank advised that there is no requirement on 
life assurance companies to report data on claims refused due to issues of non-disclosure, and 
therefore it does not receive such notifications.  In that regard, no statistics are available. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank of Ireland’s Consumer Protection Code was 
introduced in 2006 and revised in 2012.  It requires firms to act honestly fairly and profession-
ally in the best interest of consumers, and to act with due care and diligence.  The Code contains 
specific requirements in respect of the handing of claims, such as requiring firms to have certain 
procedures in place as well as requirements around the provision of information to consumers 
on claims.  While the Central Bank of Ireland does not adjudicate on individual consumer com-
plaints, the Code sets out how a regulated entity must engage with a consumer on complaints, 
which includes complaints around the handing of insurance claims.

In situations where a person is not satisfied with the actions of an insurance provider in 
terms of the settlement of a claim, it is advisable that this person make a complaint to the firm’s 
internal complaint resolution process.  The Consumer Protection Code requires that if after 40 
days the complaint has not been resolved to the customer’s satisfaction, the regulated entity 
must inform the consumer that they may refer their complaint to the Financial Services and 
Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO).  Investigations by the FSPO are free of charge to the complain-
ant. 

Finally, I understand that the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman’s website, www.
fspo.ie, has a searchable database and it may be helpful to look at previous decisions the Om-
budsman has made in relation to this issue.

18/12/2019WRF00800Motor Insurance Data

18/12/2019WRF00900128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount collected to 
date as part of the motor insurers insolvency compensation fund; his plans for the fund; when 
collections are expected to cease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53543/19]

18/12/2019WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Motor Insurers Insolvency Com-
pensation Fund (MIICF) is an ex-ante fund which has been set up to collect contributions 
from motor insurers in order to fund the increase in compensation for third party motor claims 
from 65% to 100% arising from a motor insurer insolvency. This change was introduced by 
the Insurance (Amendment) Act 2018 and became operational on 1 December 2018. What it 
means in practical terms is that compensation levels payable from the Insurance Compensation 
Fund (ICF) for third party motor insurance claims as a result of a motor insurer insolvency are 
aligned with the compensation levels paid out by the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland (MIBI) 
where a motorist is in a collision with an unidentified or uninsured driver. 

The 2018 Act requires motor insurers to contribute an amount equivalent to 2% of gross 
motor insurance premiums annually to the MIICF until it reaches €150m, and thereafter a rate 
of 1% until it meets its target level of up to €200 million, when contributions cease. MIBI is 
required to invest these monies prudently to ensure that they are available to recoup the ICF for 
35% of any future third party motor insurance claim which it is required to pay. 

Department of Finance officials have been engaging closely with MIBI in relation to its new 
role. On the 30th July MIBI submitted to the Minister the ‘Motor Insurers Insolvency Compen-
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sation Fund Annual Report for the year ended 31st December 2018’. This has been laid before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas. At end-December 2018, following one month of contributions 
made to it by motor insurers, the total contributions made by members equalled €2,498,972. 

It is not possible to say exactly when contributions will cease as that will depend on amongst 
other things the volume of gross motor insurance premiums written in a year and whether there 
are any calls upon the fund. However, if we were to base our projections on the amount of just 
under €2.5 m collected for December 2018, this would result in an annual collection of €30m 
a year, which means after 5 years, the deduction rate would fall to 1%. Therefore another 3 
to 4 years of collection at this lower level would be required before the €200m threshold was 
crossed. This would suggest a period of 8 to 9 years before contributions cease in a steady state 
scenario, and assuming no call upon the fund during this period. 

18/12/2019WRF01100NAMA Portfolio

18/12/2019WRF01200129. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the number, extent and value of 
housing developments, commercial properties and land under the control of NAMA in Galway 
city and county; the equivalent figures for each of the past five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53567/19]

18/12/2019WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that NAMA’s 
role is as secured lender and the property assets securing NAMA’s loan portfolio remain under 
the ownership and control of debtors and receivers.

Set out in the attached file is information, in the format held by NAMA, relating to property 
collateral in Co. Galway that secured NAMA’s loan portfolio for each of the years from 2015 to 
end-June 2019. Changes from year to year reflect the impact of asset disposals activity, changes 
in the value of retained assets and changes in asset classification e.g. from ‘Land’ to ‘Develop-
ment’ for sites on which development was funded by NAMA.   

I am advised that the NAMA website, www.nama.ie, includes a listing of all properties un-
der the control of NAMA receivers, including properties in Co. Galway.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq129-18-12-19_en.xlsx”>NAMA secured assets in Galway</a>]

18/12/2019WRF01400Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRF01500130. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of new staff re-
cruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employment position; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53643/19]

18/12/2019WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe):  I wish to inform the Deputy that the 
number of new staff recruited to the Department of Finance from 1 January 2019 to 31 Decem-
ber 2019 and the title of each employment position is shown in the table below:

New entrants Jan 2019 - Dec 2019

Grade Numbers
AP 2
AO 26
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Grade Numbers
HEO 1
EO 4
CO 8
TCO 1
Intern 2
Special Advisor 1
SVO 1
Total 46

The total number of paid staff in the Department of Finance at the beginning of 2019 was 
321. 

During the year there were 18 external promotions, i.e., people leaving on promotion, 18 
staff retired/resigned or were dismissed and 17 staff members transferred out. Therefore a total 
of 53 staff left the Department during 2019.  There were also 18 internal promotions.

The number of paid staff at the end of 2019 will be 314, in addition to 9 vacancies which 
are in process to be filled.

18/12/2019WRF01700Tax Compliance

18/12/2019WRF01800131. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if voluntary groups not 
legally recognised as charities but registered with the Revenue Commissioners as voluntary 
non-profit groups are automatically obliged to file annual income tax returns to the Revenue 
Commissioners; if not, if a voluntary non-profit group can apply to its regional tax office for 
written certification of an exemption to file for income tax by the Revenue Commissioners; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53654/19]

18/12/2019WRF01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a “charge-
able person” – that is, an individual or other body who is chargeable to tax for a chargeable 
period (for example, a tax year) – is required to file a tax return.  This could include a voluntary 
non-profit making organisation in receipt of taxable income.  Voluntary non-profit making or-
ganisations can register for tax using this form: https://www.revenue.ie/en/starting-a-business/
documents/reg-form-voluntary-non-profit-org.pdf.

It is open to a voluntary non-profit making organisation to ask Revenue, under section 959N 
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, to exclude it from the obligation to deliver a return of income.  
This might apply if, for example, the organisation was no longer in receipt of taxable income.  
The request for an exclusion should be sent to the Revenue branch or division dealing with the 
organisation’s affairs.  The exclusion takes effect when a Revenue officer delivers a notice in 
writing to a person stating that it is excluded from the obligation to deliver a return.  

The exclusion applies for the period specified in the notice or until the occurrence of an 
event specified in the notice.  If the organisation received taxable income in the future and 
thereby became a “chargeable person” again, it would be required to deliver a return.  Any 
exclusion under section 959N does not remove that person’s obligation to make a capital gains 
tax return, if applicable.
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18/12/2019WRF02000Cycle to Work Scheme

18/12/2019WRF02100132. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the 
terms of the cycle to work scheme to cover pedal-assisted e-bikes and increase the eligibility 
financial limits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53710/19]

18/12/2019WRF02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Cycle To Work scheme provides 
an exemption from tax on the first €1,000 of expenditure incurred by an employer in connection 
with the provision of a bicycle or safety equipment to an employee or director. The bicycle must 
be for the employee/director’s personal use in undertaking the whole or part of the journey to 
or from work.  Safety equipment includes helmets, lights, bells, mirrors and locks but does not 
include child seats or trailers.

The scheme applies to a pedal cycle, tricycle and a pedelec. A pedelec means a bicycle or 
tricycle which is equipped with an electric motor (with a maximum continuous rated power of 
0.25 kilowatts) which cuts out when a speed of 25 kilometres per hour is reached, or sooner if 
the cyclist stops pedalling the bicycle or tricycle.  

It should be noted that the cost of a bicycle purchased under the scheme may be more than 
€1,000, however the exemption from tax does not apply above this limit.

I have no plans at present for any increase in the financial limit.

18/12/2019WRF02300Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRF02400133. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the amount spent on advertising 
in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53744/19]

18/12/2019WRF02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has worked closely 
with the  Departments of An Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs & Trade to provide relevant input 
to the extensive and wide-ranging Government Brexit communications campaigns of 2018 and 
2019.  These campaigns have been focussed on providing information to citizens and business 
on the potential impact of Brexit, the Government supports available and the need to take miti-
gating action. No additional advertising expenditure has been incurred by the Department of  
Finance. 

18/12/2019WRF02600Insurance Industry Regulation

18/12/2019WRF02700134. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance when the national claims infor-
mation database will be established. [53777/19]

18/12/2019WRF02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the National 
Claims Information Database (NCID) is intended to facilitate a more in-depth analysis of an-
nual trends in motor insurance claims.  This is seen as key to developing an understanding of 
how claims costs are impacting premiums, in particular understanding the relationship between 
the price paid by a customer for motor insurance and the cost to insurance undertakings.  Fol-
lowing the enactment and commencement of the Central Bank (National Claims Information 
Database) Act 2018, and the subsequent making of the Central Bank (National Claims Informa-
tion Database) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 174 of 2019), earlier this year, the NCID has been 
established in the Central Bank of Ireland.  
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The Deputy will be aware that on Monday, 16 December 2019, the Central Bank of Ireland 
published the first National Claims Information Database Report on Private Motor Insurance, 
which includes aggregate data from the insurance industry.  The aggregate nature of the data 
collected has meant that there are fewer legal and technical complexities involved, and that is 
why it has been possible to have the NCID established and reporting so quickly.  

Both Minister of State D’Arcy and I commend the work of the Central Bank in bringing this 
Report to fruition.  We believe it is an excellent report, which provides an objective overview of 
private motor claims costs including legal costs over the last number of years. 

I would hope that going forward the increased transparency brought about by the NCID, 
along with other legislative changes, can help to provide more stability in the market, thus 
avoiding the peaks and troughs for consumers in terms of premium pricing.  This should ulti-
mately make the Irish market more attractive to new entrants and I would hope that this might 
be one of the outcomes of this exercise in time.

I believe that the Report shows that the insurance and legal sectors have both serious ques-
tions to answer regarding the difficulties we have faced over the last number of years with the 
price of motor insurance.

It appears that insurers under-priced in the early part of this decade and then increased 
premiums beyond levels that were needed to cover losses incurred and consequently are now 
making significant profits.  At the same time, the legal costs associated with the litigation settle-
ment channel seem disproportionate when one considers that the report indicates that the award 
levels for those settlements under €100,000 are not much higher than equivalent settlements in 
PIAB.  In addition, the length of time to settle these claims is nearly two years longer than in 
PIAB, which in itself drives up the cost of insurance.  

While it is true to say that the nature or severity of the injury claims settled in the different 
channels can vary significantly and there may be good reasons for pursuing litigation, I believe 
that this report makes it clear that in overall terms, PIAB offers the most cost effective settle-
ment channel and I would hope that its settlement rates increase going forward.  This is a key 
aim of the work of the Cost of Insurance Working Group.  

The NCID Report also demonstrates why we must address award levels in this country if 
we want to see cheaper insurance premiums and an increased risk appetite from insurers.  In 
this regard, the NCID Report shows that personal injury claims have been driving the cost of 
claims in recent years – representing 75% of the ultimate claims costs over the period.  This 
is not sustainable in my view.  This is all the more concerning as the Report shows that these 
increased costs are not being driven by a higher frequency of claims.  I believe that our focus 
therefore must continue to be on the Judicial Council and its publication of the new Personal 
Injuries Guidelines.

18/12/2019WRF02900Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRF03000135. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if the personal injuries pay outs 
will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53792/19]

18/12/2019WRF03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
my Department owns no properties.  The State’s property portfolio is under the ownership and 
management of the Office of Public Works.
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The State Claims Agency (SCA) manages third party claims for costs arising from all cat-
egories of claims taken against the State so that such claims for costs are contained at the lowest 
achievable level. Information on the SCA’s activities and its financial statements are included in 
the NTMA Annual Report and Accounts.

Notwithstanding the above, no personal injury awards arose in respect of the years 2016-
2018 relating to properties managed and controlled by the Department of Finance.   Figures for 
2019 are not available as yet. 

18/12/2019WRF03200Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRF03300136. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance the capital expenditure by his 
Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility provided or com-
menced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such expenditure; the 
new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53844/19]

18/12/2019WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that my De-
partment has no capital expenditure other than the routine acquisition of IT equipment and 
systems and certain premises expenses relating to the buildings it occupies. 

Therefore, there was no capital expenditure by my Department during the period in question 
in counties Louth and Meath.

18/12/2019WRF03500Electric Vehicles

18/12/2019WRF03600137. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the status of the financial 
incentives for the provision of electric vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53874/19]

18/12/2019WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): From a taxation perspective, Battery 
Electric Vehicles (BEVs) are eligible for relief from Vehicle Registration Rate (VRT) up to a 
maximum amount of €5,000. This relief is scheduled to end on 31 December 2021. In addition, 
electric cars pay a low €120 motor tax rate. 

The rate of VRT applied to hybrid electric vehicles and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles is 
dependant on their CO2 emissions and the Open Market Selling Price of the vehicle. However, 
these vehicles are eligible for relief from VRT up to a maximum amount of €1,500 for hybrid 
electric vehicles and €2,500 for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. These reliefs are scheduled to 
end on 31 December 2020.  

From 1 January 2020, CO2 emissions thresholds of 80 g/km will apply to the hybrid electric 
vehicle VRT relief and 65 g/km to the plug-in hybrid VRT relief. Vehicles above these thresh-
olds will not be eligible for these VRT reliefs.  

18/12/2019WRF03800EU Funding

18/12/2019WRF03900138. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if Eu-
ropean region development funding will be available to the northern and western region post-
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53699/19]
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18/12/2019WRF04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The post 2020 
Cohesion Policy Legislative package, which includes the combined European Regional Devel-
opment and Cohesion Fund Regulation, and the Multi-annual Financial Framework, which sets 
the overall EU Budget for the next programming period, are still under negotiation and remain 
to be finalised. However, I can confirm that European Regional Development Funding will con-
tinue to be delivered in all of the regions post 2020, including the Northern and Western Region.

18/12/2019WRF04100National Lottery Ticket Sales

18/12/2019WRF04200139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
practice of issuing receipts for national lottery tickets checked in retail outlets has commenced; 
when this practice commenced or will commence; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [53471/19]

18/12/2019WRF04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed 
by the Office of the National Lottery Regulator (ONRL) that the practice of issuing receipts for 
winning tickets checked by a retail agent has been in place since Premier Lotteries Ireland 
(PLI) took over as operator of the National Lottery in November 2014. 

All National Lottery terminals automatically print two prize payment receipts when winning 
tickets are validated for payment; one for the retail agent to retain for reconciliation purposes 
and one that must be presented to the player along with their winnings. This applies to both 
Draw Based Game tickets and Scratch Cards.  I am advised that the operator regularly reminds 
retail agents of the requirement to issue prize payment receipts to players.

When a ticket that is not a winner is presented to a retail agent for checking, the National 
Lottery terminal will display a ‘Not a Winner’ message on the terminal screen. While retailers 
always had the option to print a corresponding receipt for the player, since 23 September 2019 
the ‘Not a Winner’ receipt prints automatically and should be given to the player along with the 
return of the original non-winning ticket.

18/12/2019WRF04400Government Expenditure

18/12/2019WRF04500140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
percentage growth in current spending, capital spending and total spending in each of the years 
since 2000; the percentage movement in GDP and GNP; the general Government balance in 
percentage terms for each year, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53545/19]

18/12/2019WRF04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The expendi-
ture growth rates for each year in the period 2000 to 2018 are set out in Table 1 of the attached 
spreadsheet. In order to provide a like-for-like comparison, a number of adjustments have been 
made to reflect technical changes to expenditure over the period.  

An adjustment to the year-on-year change has been made to reflect that, at the start of 2015, 
the HSE Vote was disestablished and merged with the Department of Health Vote. As a conse-
quence, approximately €1bn of HSE income was not reflected in the Health Vote figure as it is 
collected by the HSE directly. This reduced the gross expenditure amount. 

A significant technical adjustment was also made and set out in REV 2018, relating to the 
funding of domestic water services. Following the enactment of the Water Services Act 2017, 
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all Motor Tax receipts are to be paid into the Exchequer, rather than the Local Government 
Fund, and all State funding for domestic water services will be provided through the Depart-
ment of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

Also set out in the attached spreadsheet, in Table 2, is the percentage annual change in GDP 
and GNP for the period 2000 to 2018 and Table 3 sets out the General Government Balance 
(GGB) as a percentage of GDP up to 2018. These figures are sourced from the CSO. 

Projections for 2019 and 2020 for expenditure, GDP, GNP and GGB were set out in the 
Economic and Fiscal Outlook, which was published on Budget day. The end-year Exchequer 
Returns, published in early January, will provide an indication of the expenditure outturn for 
this year, with the final amount being determined in the Appropriation Accounts. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/22019-12-18_pq140-18-12-19_en.xlsx”>Expenditure growth rates</a>]

18/12/2019WRF04700Office of Public Works

18/12/2019WRF04800141. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if an 
offer will be accepted to remove an OPW burden on lands (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53579/19]

18/12/2019WRF04900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I understand from my officials that the Office of Public Works has sought fur-
ther detail in relation to this matter. 

In October 2019, a letter was issued to the solicitors representing the person referenced in 
the question from the Deputy.  A response has not been received to-date.  Once a response has 
been received, the offer made in relation to the burden will be considered by the Office of Public 
Works.

18/12/2019WRF05000National Lottery Licence

18/12/2019WRF05100142. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he is satisfied with the level of oversight relating to the operation of the national lottery 
licence here; if issues such as breaches of the operating licence or regulatory breaches have 
been brought to his attention since coming into office; if so, if the full details of same will be 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53624/19]

18/12/2019WRF05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have noted 
with concern the issues reported by the National Lottery Operator in respect of the operation 
of 3 games, where some of the prizes on offer could not be won by players of the Lottery. As 
the Deputy will be aware, the Office of the National Lottery Regulator was established under 
legislation, with a range of functions, including to monitor and enforce compliance by the Op-
erator with the Act and terms and conditions of the Licence. The Regulator has been carrying 
out these functions, and reporting to me and to the Oireachtas, through an Annual Report, on a 
regular basis since the Office was established. The Regulator has already identified and acted 
on breaches of the licence, and details are set out below. In relation to this most recent issue,  I 
understand the Regulator is conducting further inquiries into this matter and I look forward to 
the report on the issues. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Lottery is an important State asset which has 



Questions - Written Answers

62

raised over €5.5 billion in funding for use by Good Causes, and which supports thousands of 
jobs across the Irish economy, since it was established in 1987. The National Lottery Act 2013 
(“the Act”) created the Office of the National Lottery Regulator to regulate the operation of the 
National Lottery through the following functions:

1. To procure the holding of the National Lottery.

2. To monitor and enforce compliance by the Operator with the act and terms and conditions 
of the Licence. 

3. To consider for approval certain matters relating to the National Lottery (including 
schemes for National Lottery games.)

4. To exercise the enforcement rights of any trademark of the National Lottery

5. To manage and control the National Lottery Fund. 

The Operator of the National Lottery, Premier Lotteries Ireland (PLI) is responsible for 
ensuring that it operates the National Lottery in compliance with the Act and the terms of the 
Licence. The Regulator must exercise these functions with the objectives of ensuring the pro-
bity and long-term sustainability of the National Lottery, that the interests of participants are 
protected, and, subject to those objectives being met, maximise returns for good causes. 

The 118 page Licence to operate the National Lottery covers a very wide range of aspects 
which relate to the operation and regulation of the National Lottery including: payments to the 
National Lottery Fund, testing of draw equipment, use of trademarks, and the Operator’s obli-
gations at the end of the Licence period. There are also four Codes of Practice in place, includ-
ing a Sales Code of Practice, a Participants’ Code of Practice, an Advertising and Promotion 
Code of Practice and a Vetting Procedures Code of Practice. 

The Regulator is empowered under the Act to obtain any information she requires from the 
Operator, and to appoint investigators where appropriate. The Licence provides that the Regula-
tor may withhold an amount from the payments due to the Operator if the Operator has failed, 
or fails, to comply with any provision of the Licence. 

With regard to the operation of games, section 45 of the Act requires that, prior to its launch, 
the Operator must submit a scheme setting out the rules of the game to the Regulator for con-
sideration and approval. The Regulator determines whether the scheme for a new game is com-
pliant with the Act and the Licence. Where a game is approved, the Operator is responsible for 
ensuring that it operates the game in compliance with the approved scheme. If the Operator 
wishes to amend the scheme of an approved game, it must submit such amendments to the 
Regulator for approval prior to implementing any changes.

The Office of the Regulator of the National Lottery monitors compliance by reviewing 
and querying various reports and activities, spot checks of compliance, and proactive themed 
reviews. Full details of these activities are available in the Regulator’s annual reports on the 
Regulator’s website. Breaches may be detected through one of these activities or through dis-
closure by the operator.

Any breaches of the Licence or the Act are reported to the Minister, and subsequently the 
Oireachtas, in the Regulator’s Annual Report to the Minister in relation to the performance of 
his or her functions in the previous financial year pursuant to Section 22(3) of the Act. 

This significant level of oversight reflects the importance of the National Lottery to the State. 
Since the establishment of the Office of the Regulator of the National Lottery, four breaches 
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of the Licence have been reported to the Minister and no breaches of the Act have been found. 
Three breaches were detected by the Office of the Regulator and one was disclosed by the Op-
erator.

In 2016, an analysis by the Regulator of online play data led to a formal investigation. Fol-
lowing this investigation, in 2017 the Operator was found to have breached the terms of the 
Licence regarding players who have elected to self-exclude themselves from online play. 

Separately, regular monitoring of the Operator’s marketing communications in 2017 also 
led to a finding of a breach regarding the Advertising and Promotion Code of Practice. On foot 
of these findings, the Regulator issued directions to the Operator, and the Operator improved its 
controls on self-excluded accounts and withdrew the non-compliant advertisement.

During 2018, the Regulator determined that there were two instances where the Operator 
breached the Advertising and Promotion Code of Practice. One was a marketing email issued in 
error to non-subscribers; the other was a media release that breached the standards. The Opera-
tor improved its controls on issuing marketing emails and, in response to an instruction from 
the Regulator, withdrew the non-compliant media release.

Full details of these breaches are available in the Regulator’s annual reports for 2017 and 
2018 on the Regulator’s website and these are outlined in a document attached to this re-
sponse for ease of reference.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pw142-18-12-19_en.docx”>Additional Information</a>]

18/12/2019WRF05300Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRF05400143. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each 
employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53648/19]

18/12/2019WRF05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion sought by the Deputy regarding new staff recruited to my Department during 2019 is set 
out in the table below:

Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform 

Staff Numbers

Temporary Civilian Driver 1
Temporary Clerical Officer 6
Clerical Officer 14
Executive Officer 18
Higher Executive Officer 8
Administrative Officer 25
Assistant Principal 4
  
Office of Government Procurement *  
Clerical Officer 13
Executive Officer 2
Administrative Officer 2
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Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform 

Staff Numbers

Assistant Principal 1
Principal Officer 1
Category Specialist ( Executive Officer 
equivalent)

4

Category Specialist Higher ( Higher Execu-
tive Officer equivalent)

1

* The Office of Government Procurement is a Division of the Department and has a sepa-
rate Vote. 

18/12/2019WRF05600Garda Station Refurbishment

18/12/2019WRF05700144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
the site preparations for renovation works at the Garda station, Athlone did not foresee the ESB 
requirements; if the new requirements will delay the project; if so, the expected timeframe; the 
new scheduled completion date; and if additional costs will be associated with the new works. 
[53666/19]

18/12/2019WRF05800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is managing the delivery of the new rede-
velopment of Athlone Garda Station.  

The Deputy should be aware that Athlone Garda Station had to remain operational during 
the construction period. To facilitate this, the construction project was spilt into three phases 
with an anticipated total construction period of 24 months which began in June 2018.  

The discovery and diversion of this high voltage ESB cable has caused a significant delay 
but the exact duration will not be known until the cable diversion works are completed.  

The OPW took all adequate steps to assess the site prior to construction stage. Prior to start-
ing works on site, surveys of the site were carried out which did not reveal any significant risk 
with ESB cabling. The OPW also met with the ESB in 2010 and 2015 prior to the commence-
ment of any construction works and this cable was not identified by the ESB as a concern.  

Based on the information to date and the assumption that the diversion works will be com-
pleted in January 2020 ,the revised contractor’s programme estimates substantial completion in 
Q4 2020/Q1 2021.  

The programme will continue to be closely reviewed and monitored by OPW so that delays 
are mitigated as much as possible. The OPW is working with the contractor to ensure delivery 
of a fully refurbished and extended Garda station, which will give Athlone and the Midlands 
fit-for purpose policing infrastructure to meet present and future demands.

18/12/2019WRF05900Flood Prevention Measures

18/12/2019WRF06000145. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
the flood defence works on the quays, Athlone have stalled; when works will recommence; and 
the date for completion of same. [53680/19]
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18/12/2019WRF06100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
in Boxer Moran): Westmeath County Council (WCC)is is advancing works to deal with the 
flooding issues in Athlone with WCC as the Contracting Authority and OPW funding the costs 
of flood relief works for the town in addition to undertaking the construction works.

The flood defence works on the Quay are ongoing and excellent progress is being made.  
This week 15 meters of flood defence walls were poured and four masonry planter boxes were 
also constructed.  The completion of the works at the Quay is scheduled for the second half of 
2020.  

18/12/2019WRG00200Office of Public Works Data

18/12/2019WRG00300146. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of car parking spaces controlled by the Office of Public Works in Dublin 1, 2, 7 and 8; 
the number commercially leased; and the annual income from same. [53708/19]

18/12/2019WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The following table shows the number of car spaces that are currently recorded 
by the Office of Public Works (OPW) on State-owned properties in Dublin 1, 2, 7 and 8.  

The spaces are primarily assigned for State use and are managed and controlled by the oc-
cupants of the properties.  As such, the OPW is not directly leasing car spaces in these areas for 
commercial rent.  

Location Number of Car Spaces
Dublin   1 168
Dublin   2 839
Dublin   7 523
Dublin   8 679

18/12/2019WRG00500National Parks

18/12/2019WRG00600147. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the draft Phoenix Park visitor experience strategic review; if his attention has been 
drawn to the degree of public opposition to some of the changes proposed in the document; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53718/19]

18/12/2019WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review is a non-statutory 
document, prepared by independent consultants, which examines the quality of visitor expe-
rience currently in the Phoenix Park and offers ideas on how the visitor experience can be 
enhanced in the future.It considers many aspects of how visitors of all kinds experience the 
Phoenix Park from wayfinding to environmental issues, linkages with the city to improving 
visitor facilities throughout the Park. The draft review received considerable attention from the 
public, media and elected representatives and the Commissioners of Public Works are apprecia-
tive of all those who engaged with the documentation and provided their valuable opinions and 
insights for consideration. 

A high proportion of respondents held the view that the Park ought to be left untouched and 
that the essential character of the Park ought to be preserved. Such an opinion is consistent with 
the Phoenix Park Conservation Management Plan 2011 which sets out the guiding principles 



Questions - Written Answers

66

for the long term conservation vision for the Park and any proposed future conservation projects 
or enhancements to facilities will only be advanced with reference to these. This is to ensure 
that the essential historic character of the Park is maintained for the future. Additionally, only 
such proposals that are consistent with existing management practices and seek to support ex-
isting policy in relation to the management and operations of the Park will be considered.

I am satisfied that the Commissioners have listened carefully to what the public, local com-
munities and other stakeholders have had to say. Their submissions will influence and inform 
how best the existing facilities might be enhanced or improved in the Park in the future. 

The Commissioners essentially seek to enhance the Phoenix Park’s potential as one of the 
great parks of the world by undertaking appropriate conservation works and upgrades to facili-
ties, such as toilets for example, to support the Park’s attractiveness. Such enhancements will 
be to the benefit of all users, local, national and international, and will necessarily be subject to 
statutory planning permission and availability of adequate funding.

18/12/2019WRG00800Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRG00900148. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53749/19]

18/12/2019WRG01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that my Department has incurred no advertising costs in relation to Brexit 
during 2018 or 2019.

18/12/2019WRG01100Public Sector Staff

18/12/2019WRG01200149. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if breast-
feeding and lactation breaks or paid reduction in working hours for breastfeeding mothers of 
104 weeks will be ensured across the public service. [53759/19]

18/12/2019WRG01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, I am responsible for the non-pay terms and conditions for 
the Civil Service only. Other Ministers have such responsibility for the various sectors of the 
wider public service.

Paid breastfeeding breaks, until the child is two years old, were introduced in the Civil Ser-
vice in 2006.

A copy of the relevant Circular can be found at the following link: https://circulars.gov.ie/
pdf/circular/finance/2006/31.pdf

I am aware that the Government have approved the drafting of provisions extending the 
period in which employees would be entitled to breastfeeding breaks or a paid reduction in 
working hours from 26 to 104 weeks. This legislation is the responsibility of my colleague, 
the Minister for Justice and Equality. Any requirements in law that change the provisions for 
breastfeeding breaks will subsequently be implemented in the public service.

18/12/2019WRG01400Departmental Transport
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18/12/2019WRG01500150. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of State-owned vehicles in each of the past five years by categories, such as, electric, hybrid, 
diesel and petrol, in tabular form. [53780/19]

18/12/2019WRG01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that my Department does not have any State owned vehicles.  The information 
sought by the Deputy in respect of other Departments should be the subject of separate ques-
tions to the relevant Ministers.

18/12/2019WRG01700Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRG01800151. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
publish the personal injuries pay-outs in the public buildings under his remit in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [53783/19]

18/12/2019WRG01900152. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the per-
sonal injuries pay-outs will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53797/19]

18/12/2019WRG02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 151 and 152 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department owns no properties.  The buildings used 
by the Department are all under the ownership or management of the Office of Public Works.

The State Claims Agency manages third party claims for costs taken against the Department.  
Information on the State Clams Agency activities and its financial statements are included in the 
NTMA Annual Report and Accounts.  Notwithstanding this, personal injuries pay-outs relating 
to buildings used by my Department for the period 2016 to 2018 are zero.  Figures for 2019 are 
not currently available but on the basis of accident report records are anticipated to be zero or 
financially insignificant. 

With regard to personal injury payments made by the bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment, I am advised that an out of court settlement of €48,915 was made by the Public Appoint-
ments Service in 2016.   I have also been advised that the Office of Public Works will respond 
directly to the Deputy in respect of that organisation.

18/12/2019WRG02200Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRG02300153. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and 
facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each 
such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53848/19]

18/12/2019WRG02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Given the na-
ture of my Department’s role, the purpose of the capital investment undertaken by the Depart-
ment, and the Office of Government Procurement therein, is to deliver greater effectiveness and 
efficiency across the Civil and Public Service.  While all counties ultimately benefit from my 
Department’s reform plans by delivering a more effective Civil and Public Service, this limited 
capital expenditure is primarily invested in IT systems that are developed and maintained in the 
Department’s Dublin offices.
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18/12/2019WRG02500Flood Relief Schemes Funding

18/12/2019WRG02600154. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if ad-
ditional funding will be provided to Cavan County Council in 2020 for flood alleviation mea-
sures in view of increasing problems with flooding due to heavy rainfall; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53869/19]

18/12/2019WRG02700155. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if ad-
ditional funding will be provided to Monaghan County Council in 2020 for flood alleviation 
measures in view of increasing problems with flooding due to heavy rainfall; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53870/19]

18/12/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 154 and 155 together.

I am advised that localised flooding is a matter for the local authority in the first instance. 
However, it is open to local authorities to apply for funding under the Minor Works Scheme 
which was introduced by my Office on an administrative, non-statutory basis in 2009.

The purpose of the scheme is to provide funding to local authorities to undertake minor 
flood mitigation works or studies to address localised fluvial flooding and coastal protection 
problems within their administrative areas. The scheme generally applies where a solution can 
be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame. The works to be funded are carried out 
under local authority powers and ongoing maintenance of the completed works is the responsi-
bility of the Council. 

Under the scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved 
projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social 
and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the 
availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available on 
www.opw.ie

Funding of €500,000 has recently been approved under this scheme for Monaghan County 
Council to progress important flood alleviation works in Monaghan Town. The works will 
consist of the construction of a new culvert across the N54 and the R162 in Monaghan Town 
and additional flood alleviation measures for the Castle Road area which provides access to the 
town centre public car parks and shopping area.

The OPW also has statutory responsibility for and carries out a programme of Arterial 
Drainage Maintenance. These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed 
by the OPW under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945, with the primary purpose of improving the 
drainage of agricultural lands.

The OPW’s annual Arterial Drainage Maintenance Works Programme includes the follow-
ing river catchments in the Cavan and Monaghan areas: Boyne, Inny, Blackwater and Glyde & 
Dee.

 The Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme, the larg-
est ever flood risk study carried out in the State, culminated with the launch on 3rd May, 2018 
of 29 flood risk management plans which propose 118 new outline flood relief projects on top 
of the 42 major projects already completed and the 33 major schemes within the existing capital 
works programme of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  All of these projects are to be funded 
under the Government’s 10 year flood risk investment programme of almost €1 billion under 
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the National Development Plan 2018 – 2027  .  

 As it is not possible to progress all 118 proposed new schemes at once, funding of €257 
million for an initial phase of 50 flood relief projects throughout the country was also an-
nounced which would be progressed to detailed design and construction, including the five larg-
est schemes identified in the Plans and 31 small or minor projects under €1 million which will 
be progressed directly by local authorities.   Aside from the 5 largest schemes and the 31 small 
or minor projects, the remaining projects in the initial phase of implementation were selected 
on the basis of those projects which would provide the greatest benefit in terms of the greatest 
number of properties protected on a regionally.

A flood relief scheme for Cavan Town has been included in this initial phase of implemen-
tation, and Cavan County Council confirmed in May 2019 that the council would act as lead 
agency on the management and delivery of the proposed flood relief scheme in Cavan Town, 
valued at €4.44m. A project steering group has been set up comprising of members from Cavan 
County Council and from OPW administrative engineering and regional divisions. The OPW 
has also approved funding for Cavan County Council to recruit additional staff to work exclu-
sively on progressing the flood relief scheme in County Cavan and will form part of the steering 
group once appointed.

OPW has set up frameworks of consultants, which Cavan County Council can also use to 
progress the design of the project, which will help to speed up the process to construction.  Once 
consultants are appointed to progress the scheme, consultation with statutory and non-statutory 
bodies as well as the public will take place at the appropriate stages to ensure that all parties 
have the opportunity to input into the development of the scheme. 

The next task for the steering group is to initiate the procurement of engineering design con-
sultants and environmental consultants from the framework for such consultants, established by 
the OPW. It is expected that consultants will be appointed by the end Q1 2020.

While the three proposed schemes in County Monaghan, for Ballybay, Iniskeen and 
Monaghan town, are not in the first tranche of projects to be progressed, the OPW and Monaghan 
County Council will work closely to ensure that they will be commenced as soon as possible 
within the 10 year timeframe for the programme of investment.

18/12/2019WRG03000School Admissions

18/12/2019WRG03100156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
taken to ensure a child (details supplied) in County Cork receives an appropriate school place; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53449/19]

18/12/2019WRG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education 
for children with special needs, including those with Autism, is an ongoing priority for Govern-
ment.  

Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn is invested in supporting chil-
dren with special needs.  

Since 2011 investment in Special Education supports has increased by 50%, which is sig-
nificantly above the 7% increase in total student numbers over the same period. 

As a result the numbers of special education teachers, special needs assistants and special 
class and school places are at unprecedented levels.
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The majority of children with Autism attend mainstream class, where they may access ad-
ditional supports if required. 

But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting may be deemed appropriate where place-
ment in mainstream class is not in the best interests of the child.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide and has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and 
parents.

Nationally, 167 new special classes opened this school year, which means there are 1,618 
special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. 

Of these 1,353 special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD.

Provision in our 124 special schools has also increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 
7,872 this year.

In Cork alone there are 195 special classes and 13 Special Schools providing specialist sup-
port to children with more complex special educational needs.

The NCSE has planned a further expansion of special class and school places in Cork for 
next year. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, there is a range of supports including capital funding 
available to the school.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the Council has faced challenges in getting schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to 
provide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The local Special Education Needs Organisers in Cork are available to assist and advise to 
parents of children with special educational needs and identify available school places.

I understand that the local Special Education Needs Organiser is working with the family 
and will continue to be available until a suitable placement has been secured.

18/12/2019WRG03300Summer Works Scheme Applications

18/12/2019WRG03400157. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
by a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53454/19]
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18/12/2019WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application for External Environment Projects un-
der my Department’s multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

The Deputy may be aware that I recently announced details of the 405 schools that will 
receive funding in summer 2020 under the summer works programme.

Commensurate with the level of funding set aside for the Scheme, applications are being 
assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the Cir-
cular accompanying the Scheme.  In this regard, applications submitted for other works will be 
considered under future rounds of the Summer Works Scheme. Aughacala National School will 
be considered in this regard. 

18/12/2019WRG03600Summer Works Scheme Applications

18/12/2019WRG03700158. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) can appeal the decision on its summer works scheme application; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53458/19]

18/12/2019WRG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application for External Environment Projects un-
der the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2016.

The Deputy may be aware that I recently announced details of the schools that will receive 
funding in summer 2020 in respect of applications submitted for “Life Safety Systems proj-
ects”. 

Commensurate with the level of funding set aside for the Scheme, applications are being 
assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the Cir-
cular accompanying the Scheme.  In this regard, applications submitted for other works will be 
considered under future rounds of the Summer works Scheme. The school in question will be 
considered in this regard. 

18/12/2019WRG03900Summer Works Scheme Eligibility

18/12/2019WRG04000159. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
school (details supplied) did not qualify for funding under the summer works scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53483/19]

18/12/2019WRG04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application for External Environment Projects un-
der my Department’s multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

The Deputy may be aware that I recently announced details of the 405 schools that will 
receive funding in summer 2020 under the summer works programme.

Commensurate with the level of funding set aside for the Scheme, applications are being 
assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria outlined in the Cir-
cular accompanying the Scheme.  In this regard, applications submitted for other works will be 
considered under future rounds of the Summer Works Scheme. 
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18/12/2019WRG04200Schools Building Projects

18/12/2019WRG04300160. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when two schools 
(details supplied) which have been listed on the capital programme will be commenced; and the 
status of progress on the developments. [53484/19]

18/12/2019WRG04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department continues to engage with a landowner and Kildare County Council in regard to 
technical considerations crucial to the delivery of the site and the commencement of architec-
tural planning.  

It is a priority for my Department to commence the architectural planning process for this 
site at the earliest possible stage. For the time being - given the commercially sensitive nature 
of site acquisitions in general, I am unable to elaborate further.

18/12/2019WRG04500School Transport Eligibility

18/12/2019WRG04600161. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student (de-
tails supplied) in County Kerry will be made eligible for school transport after the submission 
of further documentation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53486/19]

18/12/2019WRG04700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. The purpose of 
the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school 
of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  

In general children are eligible for school transport if they meet the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school. 

In cases where the Department is satisfied that the nearest school is full, eligibility for 
school transport will be determined based on the distance that children reside from their next 
nearest school having regard to ethos and language.  

Children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process 
on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation. 
Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application process on 
time, are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been facilitated; 
such seats are referred to as concessionary seats. Only children who are eligible for school 
transport and who hold valid Medical Cards are exempt from paying the annual charge.

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not eligible for school transport as he 
is not attending his nearest school.  Bus Éireann has also advised that a ticket was issued to the 
pupil referred to by the Deputy on a concessionary basis for the 2019/20 school year. 

The family is advised to contact School Transport Section of my Department in regard to 
this matter.
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18/12/2019WRG04800Special Educational Needs

18/12/2019WRG04900162. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for a 
new second-level special school in Cork city and its environs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53520/19]

18/12/2019WRG05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education for 
children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Government.  

Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn is invested in supporting chil-
dren with special needs.  

Since 2011 investment in Special Education supports has increased by 50%, which is sig-
nificantly above the 7% increase in total student numbers over the same period. 

As a result the numbers of special education teachers, special needs assistants and special 
class and school places are at unprecedented levels.

The majority of children with special educational needs attend mainstream class, where they 
may access additional supports if required. 

But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting may be deemed appropriate where place-
ment in mainstream class is not in the best interests of the child.

Special Schools funded by my Department are established as special primary schools and 
cater for children and young persons with complex special educational needs from the age of 4 
years until the end of the school year in which they reach their 18th year.

The NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for 
children nationwide and has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and 
parents.

Nationally, 167 new special classes opened this school year, which means there are 1,618 
special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. 

Of these 1,353 special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD.

Provision in our 124 special schools has also increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 
7,872 this year.

In Cork alone there are 195 special classes and 13 Special Schools providing specialist sup-
port to children with more complex special educational needs.

The NCSE has planned a further expansion of special class and school places in Cork for 
next year. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, there is a range of supports including capital funding 
available to the school.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required. However there are some parts of the country where the 
Council has faced challenges in getting schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide 
special class or school places.  
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I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The local Special Education Needs Organisers in Cork are available to assist and advise to 
parents of children with special educational needs and identify available school places.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular area, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

18/12/2019WRG05100Departmental Properties

18/12/2019WRG05200163. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the ownership of a site accommodating a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53521/19]

18/12/2019WRG05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy forms part of two Land Registry Folios one of which is a freehold title 
under my ownership and the other Folio is a Leasehold title, the Leasehold of which is under 
my ownership. The lease duration is for a period of 999 years from 1788.

18/12/2019WRG05400Departmental Correspondence

18/12/2019WRG05500164. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53554/19]

18/12/2019WRG05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the current legislation, 
the bulk of the records created by the redress bodies are legally required to be disposed of on 
the dissolution of the three redress bodies.   Under the existing legislation (section 7(6) of the 
Commission to Inquire into Childcare Act 2000), it is a matter for the Commission to make 
such arrangements as it considers appropriate for the making of as complete a record as is prac-
ticable of its proceedings and those of its committees in relation to the custody and disposal of 
its documents.

Section 28 of the Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002 provides that it is a matter for the 
RIRB/Review Committee to determine the disposal of the documents concerning applications 
made to them.  The confidentiality provisions of the 2002 Act require that the records relating 
to the personal testimony of individuals be disposed of following the dissolution of the Redress 
Board and Review Committee.   The Board received legal advice in 2009 that Section 28(7) of 
the Redress Act ‘contemplates only such disposal as will render all such documents unusable 
and the information contained in it inaccessible to anyone and that in practice the only issue 
for the Board and Committee is the mechanism by which this can be achieved’.  In other words, 
disposal means the destruction of the records

It is worth looking at the operating procedures used by the investigation Committee of the 
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Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (attached).   As you can see, the complainant and all-
respondents got copies of all documentation.  The Residential Institutions Redress Board have 
an existing protocol in place whereby people who appeared before the Board can access a copy 
of their file.    

The provision in the Records Retention Bill that access to the records will only be possible 
under regulations on the expiry of the 75 year period was included, in part, to reflect concerns 
raised 4 years ago at the 2015 pre-legislative scrutiny by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Education and Skills, regarding matters such as

- the right to privacy of the individuals concerned

- the expectation of confidentiality under which persons engaged with the bodies.

There is a mis-apprehension about what information could be disclosed to the Garda Sío-
chána.  While people provided their personal testimonials on a confidential basis, that informa-
tion could still be disclosed by the Commission to a member of the Garda Síochána if it was 
thought that such disclosure was necessary in order to prevent the continuance of an act or 
omission constituting a serious offence.

There may also be expectations that there is a wealth of material that the Commission holds 
that can be made available.  The documentation discovered during the course of the Commis-
sion’s work exists in several categories:

(1) by named individual or organisation who provided services to the commission; 

(2) by topic to which the discovered documents relate; 

(3) by name of religious congregation. The discovered documents largely consist of copies 
of original documents submitted to the Commission. 

There are issues surrounding the use of discovered documents for a purpose other than that 
for which they were discovered. There would, therefore, likely be issues surrounding the ulti-
mate public release of discovered documents.

I would hold the view that historical abuse has not been hidden away but is thoroughly 
documented in the Ryan Report with chapters on the history of institutions, the administration 
and financing of those institutions, the role of the Department of Education and Skills, and the 
different congregations involved in the running of those institutions.  Volume III documents the 
demographic and social circumstances of witnesses before their admission to the institutions, 
their experiences and reports of abuse while in the institutions and their life following discharge 
from the institutions.  

Finally, there is no restriction on former residents describing the abuse they suffered when 
resident in an institution. Section 28(6) of the 2002 Act prohibits the publication of certain de-
tails of applications to or awards made by the Redress Board. This is a necessary requirement 
of the “no-fault” basis under which the scheme operated.   Many survivors have documented 
their experiences in institutions through print or other media. 

The Records Retention Bill was discussed at an Education Committee meeting in Novem-
ber and I understand that the next step is for the Committee to write to me concerning the Bill 
and the views expressed at that meeting. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq164-18-12-2019_en.pdf”>Rules of Procedure</a>] 
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18/12/2019WRG05700School Accommodation

18/12/2019WRG05800165. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision not 
to grant temporary accommodation to a school (details supplied) will be reviewed. [53556/19]

18/12/2019WRG05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is assessing an application, for capital funding for additional accommoda-
tion, from the school in question.  A decision will be relayed to the school authority shortly.

18/12/2019WRH00200Schools Building Projects Status

18/12/2019WRH00300166. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of prog-
ress on a building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53575/19]

18/12/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is in the process of being devolved to Waterford & Wexford 
Education and Training Board (WWETB) for delivery. 

The acquisition of a site to facilitate the construction of permanent accommodation for the 
school is at an advanced stage of the conveyancing process. Due to commercial and legal sen-
sitivities relating to site acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to provide further details 
at this time.  However, I can assure the Deputy that my officials are working to bring matters to 
a conclusion at the earliest possible date.

In the meantime, my Department is engaged with WWETB with a view to putting in place 
a Service Level Agreement (SLA) which is the next step in progressing the project. 

Once the SLA is in place, the ETB will procure a design team for the project to design the 
building, obtain the necessary statutory planning permission, and move the project onward to 
construction in due course. As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not 
possible at this time to give a date for its completion.

18/12/2019WRH00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/12/2019WRH00600167. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a SNA and 
resource teacher will be put in place for a child (details supplied) in County Cork. [53576/19]

18/12/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy, 
firstly, that in relation to the provision of additional teaching support for the child referred to in 
this question, that DES Circular 007/2019 for primary schools and 008/2019 for post primary 
schools, set out the details of the model for allocating special education teachers to schools.

The Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special 
educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile. 
This model has replaced the previous model of allocating resource teaching support and learn-
ing support to schools.

The Special Education Teacher allocation, allows schools to provide additional teaching 
support for all pupils who require such support in their schools and for schools to deploy re-
sources based on each pupil’s individual learning needs.
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It gives flexibility to schools as to how they can deploy their resources, to take account of 
the actual learning needs pupils have, as opposed to being guided by a particular diagnosis of 
disability, and schools are guided as to how they should make such allocation decisions.

All schools are therefore resourced to provide additional teaching support for pupils who 
may require extra support and guidance has been provided to schools as to how they should 
utilise and deploy their resources under the new allocation model. These guidelines are avail-
able at www.education.ie.

In relation to the provision of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) Support, the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of SNA support for each 
school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA sup-
port enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, it may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

As this question relates to the provision of SNA support to a particular child, I have referred 
the question to the NCSE for its direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in 
individual cases.

18/12/2019WRH00800School Patronage

18/12/2019WRH00900168. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the out-
come of the patronage process for the new secondary school in Goatstown, Dublin 14 due to 
open in 2020 will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53606/19]

18/12/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, the Govern-
ment announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the four years from 2019 
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to 2022, including a new 800 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the 
Goatstown_Stillorgan_DLR school planning area as a regional solution .

The successful patrons of the six new post-primary schools to be established in 2020, in-
cluding the new school referred to by the Deputy, were announced yesterday and the assess-
ment reports and the NSEG recommendations are available on my Department’s website (www.
education.ie).

18/12/2019WRH01100Schools Building Projects Status

18/12/2019WRH01200169. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the per-
manent school buildings for the recently opened primary and the post-primary school (details 
supplied) to be opened in September 2019 in an area will be included in the recently announced 
contract tenders for new school buildings; if not, when the contract tender for the permanent 
buildings for these schools is likely to be announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53607/19]

18/12/2019WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The permanent buildings for 
the schools referred to by the Deputy are being delivered under my Department’s Design & 
Build Programme.  Architectural planning for these schools is at an early stage. 

Following design development the next stage in the process is an application to the relevant 
Local Authority for planning permission.  The planning permission process will be a key factor 
for determining the timeline for the delivery of the project.  

The primary school to which the Deputy refers is currently located in suitable interim ac-
commodation since September 2019.

The post-primary school for the area referred to by the Deputy will open in September 2020 
as scheduled, in suitable interim accommodation.

18/12/2019WRH01400DEIS Review

18/12/2019WRH01500170. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if class sizes in 
DEIS band one schools will be decreased in view of the fact the staffing schedule in schools 
was reduced in budgets 2016 and 2018, and for small schools in budget 2020, there was no cor-
responding reduction made in the pupil-teacher ratio in DEIS band one schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53618/19]

18/12/2019WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The DEIS programme allows 
for a reduced class size in Urban Band 1 primary schools with the application of a preferential 
staffing schedule to these schools of 20:1 at junior classes and 24:1 at senior classes to support 
those students at the highest risk of educational disadvantage. 

As the Deputy may be aware, DEIS Plan acknowledges the allocation of teaching resources 
to DEIS primary schools with the highest concentrations of children at risk of educational dis-
advantage has served to improve learning outcomes.  It also commits to the evaluation of the 
level of teaching resources for schools participating in DEIS to be undertaken to inform future 
policy in this area.  

In order to facilitate this a Class Size Working Group was established comprising represen-
tatives from the Education Partners, the Educational Research Centre and the relevant Business 
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Units in my Department. This group has met on a number of occasions to consider class size in 
the context of improved learning outcomes of those most at risk of educational disadvantage. 

A report on the work of this group is currently being finalised, and will take into consider-
ation the feedback and observations of the working group members.  It is intended that this will 
be finalised in the coming weeks and its findings will inform future policy direction in this area.  

18/12/2019WRH01700Student Support Schemes

18/12/2019WRH01800171. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the policies be-
ing developed to ensure that students with disabilities can complete their university education 
without incurring fees for deferring some of their coursework; if a plan will be supported that 
allocates funds to allow additional time for students with visual and hearing impairments and 
students who use wheelchairs to complete their university degree; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53619/19]

18/12/2019WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Students with disabilities are 
one of the target groups identified in the National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Educa-
tion (NAP).  

Various access supports are available to students with disabilities such as:

- The Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) allocates funding to further and higher edu-
cation colleges for the provision of services and supports to students with disabilities. The FSD 
was extended in 2018 to cover students studying on a part-time basis;

- Students are also able to apply for financial support through the Student Assistance Fund 
(SAF); and

- The Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH) has allocated a number of 1916 
Bursaries to NAP target groups such as students with disabilities and students who wish to un-
dertake their studies on a part-time basis.

All eligible undergraduate students are covered by the Free Fees Initiative whereby the State 
provides funding towards tuition fees for students undertaking approved courses in eligible 
higher education institutions. Under the rules of the initiative, tuition fees are not paid in respect 
of students undertaking a repeat year of study at the same level. However, this condition may be 
waived where there is evidence of exceptional circumstances, such as cases of certified serious 
illness. Decisions in such cases are made at a local level in each higher education institution in 
line with the criteria of the scheme. A similar approach applies in respect of grant support. In 
this regard, SUSI cannot extend funding past the normal duration of the course, unless the ap-
plicant is repeating the same year of a course under exceptional circumstances.

18/12/2019WRH02000Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRH02100172. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employment 
position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53641/19]

18/12/2019WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the deputy is attached in tabular format.
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq172-18-12-2019_en.docx”>Staff Details</a>]

18/12/2019WRH02300School Accommodation Provision

18/12/2019WRH02400173. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school (details supplied); and when it will receive funding towards an extension. [53695/19]

18/12/2019WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has been in 
contact with the school authority in question. The school has been requested to provide further 
information and the matter can be considered further when this has been received. 

18/12/2019WRH02600Schools Building Projects Status

18/12/2019WRH02700174. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
and the timeline for the commencement of the building of a new school (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53707/19]

18/12/2019WRH02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for the 
school referred to by the deputy is included in the Department of Education & Skills’ Construc-
tion Programme which is being delivered under the National Development Plan. This building 
project will provide a 16-classroom school on the existing school site. A new Design Team had 
to be appointed in 2018, as the brief was increased from 8 classrooms due to greater enrolments.  

The Department gave approval in September of this year, to the school and Design Team 
to progress to Stage 2B of Architectural Planning – Detailed Design Stage which includes 
the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Certificate, Disability Access Certificate and the 
preparation of Tender Documents. The Design Team is currently working on the Stage 2B Sub-
mission. 

The School and Design Team contacted the Department about the possibility of an amend-
ment to an existing Right of Way. The Department is exploring options in relation to this. 
Dublin City Council as landowner, pending the completion of the transfer to the Department 
of Education & Skills, is assisting in this regard. There was an objection to this proposal from 
Youth Work Ireland, which is located in a building adjacent to the school site.  

The Department arranged a meeting in November with Youth Work Ireland to discuss this 
matter. This meeting had a positive resolution, with representatives of Youth Work Ireland reas-
sured and pleased with the strategy proposed by the Department. Youth Work Ireland agreed to 
bring this option to its Board for consideration.  

The Department is in regular contact with the school and Design Team to keep them updated 
on the status of the building project.  

18/12/2019WRH02900Migrant Integration

18/12/2019WRH03000175. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if  funding is 
provided for integration projects undertaken with primary or secondary schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53715/19]
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18/12/2019WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In terms of specific project 
funding, €370,000 for a Migrant Integration project, run by City of Dublin Education and Train-
ing Board (CDETB), was approved by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government in the 2016 Dormant Accounts Action Plan, at the request of my Department. 

This year, in its submission to the Department for Rural and Community Development, 
my Department again proposed the inclusion of funding for this CDETB Migrant Integration 
project in the Dormant Accounts Scheme. €105,000 has been approved by the Minister for 
Rural and Community Development for disbursement from the Scheme in the 2020 Dormant 
Accounts Action Plan. The funding for this project is reimbursed to my Department from the 
Dormant Accounts Scheme. 

The CDETB Migrant Integration project promotes and supports the integration of newcom-
er migrant students, who do not have English as a first language, through a range of educational 
and intercultural measures. The overall objective of this project is to enable these students to 
access the curriculum, fully engage in post-primary education, and to integrate into school and 
life in Ireland.  

In addition, under my Department’s School Excellence Fund (SEF) - DEIS which is de-
signed to ensure that innovative approaches and proposals to tackle educational disadvantage 
are supported and rewarded, funding of €51,000 was approved by my Department in 2018 to a 
cluster of schools in Balbriggan for a three year project entitled “English as an Additional Lan-
guage”.  Specifically the schools will focus on the acquisition of higher level language skills for 
students to fulfil their potential at both primary and post-primary level.

Other funding schemes

Other funding schemes for integration projects include funding available under the Asylum 
Migration and Integration Fund which was established by the European Commission and man-
aged by the Department of Justice and Equality. 

18/12/2019WRH03200Schools Building Projects Status

18/12/2019WRH03300176. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or 
body that will own the school building and the school site for a school (details supplied) on the 
Phoenix Park site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53719/19]

18/12/2019WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The permanent project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build 
Programme.  

Key factors that can impact on the timeline for any new school project are the availability of 
a site and the planning permission process for the new school building. 

A site was identified and will be available for this new school.  This has enabled the design 
process for the new school building to be undertaken. Planning Permission was lodged with the 
Local Authority on November 29th. The planning permission process will be a key factor for 
determining the timeline for the delivery of this project.

My Department’s officials have kept the school authority fully briefed in relation to this 
project and the anticipated delivery timelines in respect of same.

Along with the Taoiseach my Department is working to have the first phase of the school’s 
permanent accommodation handed over by September of 2021 with phase 2 to follow in a 
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matter of months. The delivery date of September 2021 for Phase 1 is dependent on no delays 
arising during the planning permission process. 

18/12/2019WRH03500Cross-Border Co-operation

18/12/2019WRH03600177. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated 
cost based on the recent pilots of having 100 annual cross-Border exchanges between schools 
(details supplied). [53734/19]

18/12/2019WRH03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This cross-border pilot project 
was funded from the Reconciliation Fund, which is managed by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade.  If this project was extended to 100 similar projects, I would estimate the cost 
to that Department would amount approximately to €2.1 million. 

18/12/2019WRH03800Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRH03900178. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount spent on 
advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53742/19]

18/12/2019WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Education 
Skills has not used advertising as a method of communicating in respect of the UK’s exit from 
the European Union. 

The Department has kept its stakeholders and partners informed of education-related mat-
ters in this regard through its regular communications channels with stakeholders and partners. 
These include electronic mail, mailings to schools, website and social media and meetings 
where appropriate.

18/12/2019WRH04100Departmental Funding

18/12/2019WRH04200179. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided to higher education in each of the years 2017 to 2020 by capital and current. [53758/19]

18/12/2019WRH04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As requested, please see table 
below outlining the funding both current and capital provided to higher education in each of the 
years 2017 to 2020. 

- 2017 2018 2019 2020
Outturn Outturn Post  Supplementa-

ry revised estimate
Provisional  Re-
vised Estimate

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000
Expenditure Cur-
rent
Programme C - 
Higher Education

1,549,335 1,572,304 1,579,586 1,586,155

NTF: HE labour 
market focussed 
provision

 5,598 37,000 120,100 148,352
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- 2017 2018 2019 2020
Outturn Outturn Post  Supplementa-

ry revised estimate
Provisional  Re-
vised Estimate

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000
NTF: Springboard/ 
ICT skills

26,753 30,170 34,438 34,438

NTF: HE appren-
ticeships

4,286 32,000 37,000 44,000

NTF: HCI 60,000
Total Current 1,580,374 1,671,474 1,771,124 1,872,945

Expenditure Capital
Adm Costs 103 119 196 229
Research 40,600 40,600 47,600 47,600
HE Capital 22,000 33,850 90,000 69,000
PPPs in HE 15,720 17,111 25,945 39,000
Total Capital 78,423 91,680 163,741 155,829

Total 1,658,797 1,763,154 1,934,865 2,028,774

18/12/2019WRH04400DEIS Data

18/12/2019WRH04500180. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of expanding the DEIS programme in order to cover 50% more children. [53761/19]

18/12/2019WRH04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In 2019 my Department will 
spend in the region of €125 million on the 891 schools participating in the programme and serv-
ing in excess of 185,000 children. The full list of supports available to DEIS schools is available 
on my Department’s website at the following link https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Col-
leges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/deis-supports-to-deis-
schools-effective-from-2017-2018-school-year.pdf.

It is not possible to definitively provide the total cost of expanding the DEIS programme 
in order to cover 50% more children as the costs will vary from school to school depending on 
enrolment and the levels of disadvantage in individual schools. 

In the 2019/20 school year, the total spend on DEIS is spread across 891 schools participat-
ing in the DEIS Programme. The composition is as follows: 

Primary Urban Band 1 - 231

Primary Urban Band 2 - 104

Primary Rural - 358

Post Primary - 198

Further expenditure is incurred by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection on the School Meals Programme and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs on 
the School Completion Programme. 

18/12/2019WRH04700Home School Community Liaison Scheme
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18/12/2019WRH04800181. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of the home school liaison programme. [53762/19]

18/12/2019WRH04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): All DEIS Urban Primary and 
DEIS Post Primary schools are included in the Home School Community Liaison Scheme 
(HSCL). The scheme is delivered by 415 full-time HSCL Coordinators who are teachers in 
these schools and assigned to HSCL duties either in individual schools or clusters of schools, 
catering for approximately 156,000 pupils. 

The estimated staffing costs of the HSCL scheme for 2019 is in the region of €27million 
across the Primary & Post Primary sector.  The Deputy may also be aware that 10% of the DEIS 
grant paid to schools is also for HSCL activities.

18/12/2019WRH05000Pupil-Teacher Ratio

18/12/2019WRH05100182. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of reducing the number of pupils which a small school requires to retain or recruit a teacher by 
one and two pupils, respectively.  [53763/19]

18/12/2019WRH05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I understand the importance of 
small schools and I hosted a Small Schools Symposium in June attended by the relevant Educa-
tion Partners to discuss issues of concern to small schools. Securing the future of small schools 
is a priority for me as Minister for Education and Skills.  

Budget 2020 has provided for improved teacher staffing levels for small schools. This mea-
sure will see a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from September 2020.  This 
improved schedule will apply in two, three and four teacher schools and ensure one less pupil 
is required to retain/recruit a teacher.

This builds on measures in previous budgets which has seen improvements in the appoint-
ment and retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom teacher and more favourable 
enrolment thresholds for one teacher schools situated 8km or more from the nearest school of 
the same type of patronage and/or language of instruction.

Small schools have also benefitted from the 1 point improvement to the primary staffing 
schedule for all schools implemented in 2016 and again in 2018.  

In addition, the staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria, including a specific appeal measure for small schools, to the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

The staffing schedule at primary level currently operates on a general average of 26 pupils 
to every 1 teacher which is historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level. Each 1 
point adjustment to the pupil teacher ratio at primary level is estimated to cost in the region of 
€14.4m per annum.  

18/12/2019WRH05300School Excellence Fund

18/12/2019WRH05400183. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided in budget 2020 for the school excellence fund. [53764/19]

18/12/2019WRH05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The School Excellence Fund 
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(SEF) is an innovation of my Department which enables schools to participate in innovative 
programmes which are context-specific and aimed at improving learning outcomes for young 
people. Projects associated with the School Excellence Fund already established include ;

School Excellence Fund DEIS

SEF DEIS is designed to ensure that innovative approaches and proposals to tackle edu-
cational disadvantage are supported and rewarded. The overarching aim of the initiative is to 
improve learning outcomes for young people. In order to achieve improved outcomes, schools 
in the SEF-DEIS will be challenged to promote innovation by adopting new evidence-based 
approaches to tackling under-performance in literacy and in the STEM subjects or in the Arts 
subjects.

A total of €1.8 million is provided for innovative programmes in DEIS schools under SEF-
DEIS. Tranche 1 of SEF DEIS was launched in November 2017 and Tranche 2 in April 2018. 
Earlier this year I launched the third Tranche and I will shortly announce the successful applica-
tions. SEF DEIS 2020 expenditure is estimated to be in the region of €450,000. 

 School Excellence Fund Digital and School Excellence Fund STEM 

 SEF Digital and SEF STEM are administered together. The Digital Strategy for Schools 
outlines a vision for the embedding of digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment 
in primary and post primary schools. SEF STEM supports schools to work together on projects 
in accordance with the Government’s ambitious plans to promote the teaching and learning of 
the STEM subjects

 The total funding committed in respect of the SEF Digital and SEF STEM programme for 
2020 is €250,000.

School Excellence Fund – Creative Clusters

The SEF – Creative Clusters initiative launched in 2018 with an allocation of €200,000. As 
part of this, 23 cluster comprising of 71 schools were engaged as part of the initiative. 

The funding for 2019 was extended to €400,000. This allowed those schools who engaged 
in the programme in 2018 to continue into a second school year, while also taking in an addi-
tional cohort of schools. A further 76 schools comprising of 21 clusters engaged with the initia-
tive from September 2019, bringing the total schools engaged to 147. 

Funding for SEF – Creative Clusters in 2020 has not yet been finalised. 

School Excellence Fund – Step Up

Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT) collaborates with my Department’s Inspectorate on the 
School Excellence Fund, Step Up Project and support for this project is drawn from many JCT 
teams.

The Step Up Project focuses on supporting schools to ‘step up’ in the delivery of the new 
junior cycle programme. Schools will work together and will be supported by the Department’s 
Inspectorate, which will help with planning, and the Junior Cycle for Teachers, which will pro-
vide additional teacher training. There is no financial allocation in 2020 for SEF Step Up. 

18/12/2019WRH05600Special Educational Needs Staff Data
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18/12/2019WRH05700184. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
to increase the management supports available to special schools by providing for the appoint-
ment of additional administrative deputy principals. [53765/19]

18/12/2019WRH05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There are 124 special schools 
providing specialist education for approximately 7,500 pupils annually with over 1,400 teach-
ers. 

Budget 2020 provides for an additional 23 teaching posts for special schools, designed to 
meet expected increases in enrolments in 2020, providing over 8,000 pupil places in special 
schools. It also provides for the continued provision of administrative deputy principal posts 
in special schools with 15+ teaching posts, introduced in special schools for the first time from 
September 2019 - at present 22 special schools qualify for an administrative deputy principal 
post.

Where an administrative deputy principal is appointed, the school may appoint a replace-
ment teacher. The average cost of a new entrant primary school teacher, inclusive of employer 
PRSI, is €46,487.

The allowance for administrative deputy principal, inclusive of employer PRSI, ranges from 
€3,967 up to €19,964, depending on the number of authorised teachers in the school.  

18/12/2019WRH05900Special Educational Needs Staff Data

18/12/2019WRH06000185. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of ensuring that each special school has access to behavioural therapists. [53766/19]

18/12/2019WRH06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27th March I announced 
the trialling of the School Inclusion Model, a new model of support for students with special 
educational and additional care needs, which is being piloted in 75 schools in the Kildare/Wick-
low/South Dublin region in the current school year.

The pilot will include four behaviour practitioners as part of a National Council of Special 
Education (NCSE) Regional Support Team. These practitioners will be employed on a salary 
scale of €52,162 to €61,418 (exclusive of employer’s PRSI).  

The School Inclusion Model aims to build schools’ capacity and to provide the right sup-
ports at the right time for students with additional needs.

The School Inclusion Model pilot comprises:

- a frontloaded SNA allocation model based on schools’ profiled need having regard to the 
special education teacher allocation model introduced in 2017; 

- an expanded National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) to support pilot schools; 

- the continuation of the Pre-school and In-school Therapy Demonstration Project in the 
pilot area to ensure a wrap-around service for the pilot schools; 

- the establishment of an NCSE Regional Support team in the pilot area to include speech 
and language therapists, occupational therapists and behaviour practitioners, in order to inform 
teacher Continuing Professional Development and best practice in schools;

- the development of a national training programme for SNAs with pilot roll-out; and 
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- the provision of nursing support for children with complex medical needs in schools. 

Budget 2019 provided €4.75 million to support implementation of the recommendations of 
the NCSE Comprehensive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme, including the imple-
mentation of the new service pilot.

As the above is a pilot, the current position is that the provision of behavioural therapies falls 
under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Health and the service is provided through the 
Health Service Executive (HSE). 

18/12/2019WRJ00200Teacher Training Provision

18/12/2019WRJ00300186. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of invest-
ment in teacher continuous professional development. [53767/19]

18/12/2019WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A key objective in the Action 
Plan for Education 2016-2019 is to develop the continuum of teacher education to equip teach-
ers with the right skills for 21st century teaching and learning and improve school leadership. 
The quality of our teaching profession is a critical factor in sustaining and enhancing the quality 
of education outcomes. 

The Department promotes the quality of teaching and learning through the provision of con-
tinuing professional development (CPD) and supports for teachers and principals. The profes-
sional development needs of serving teachers in recent years have being addressed through the 
provision of an induction programme for newly-qualified teachers, dedicated support for school 
leaders, national CPD for curricular and policy reform, and ongoing support for teachers. 

The Department ensures that a range of high-quality models of CPD is provided to teachers 
and school leaders through its support services, the national network of Education Centres and 
appropriate groups, bodies and institutions who are empowered to design, develop and deliver 
CPD programmes.  

Funding provided for CPD for primary and post-primary teachers and school leaders since 
2015 is as follows:

2015 €22.803m

2016 €22.606m

2017 €27.886m

2018 €30.898m 

It should also be noted that an additional investment in the region of 34m annually is also 
provided to support the ongoing secondments and substitution costs associated with CPD provi-
sion. 

18/12/2019WRJ00500Early Childhood Care and Education

18/12/2019WRJ00600187. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports that 
exist for naíonraí; and the cost of increasing such supports by 5%. [53769/19]

18/12/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Financial supports for Early 
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Childhood Education and Care settings generally are the responsibility of my colleague the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, and my colleague the Minister for Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht has some responsibility in respect of financial supports for naíonraí.  

One of the main goals of my Department’s Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022 is to 
strengthen early years’ educational provision in the Gaeltacht. In this context my Department 
has committed to the development and provision of guidance for naíonraí and primary schools 
on the development of links between them, including exemplars of good practice, and to en-
hancing the delivery of inspection services through Irish, and work is progressing in these areas.

18/12/2019WRJ00800Schools Building Projects

18/12/2019WRJ00900188. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53775/19]

18/12/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The permanent project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build 
Programme.  

Key factors that can impact on the timeline for any new school project are the availability of 
a site and the planning permission process for the new school building. 

A site was identified and will be available for this new school.  This has enabled the design 
process for the new school building to be undertaken. Planning Permission was lodged with the 
Local Authority on November 29th  . The planning permission process will be a key factor for 
determining the timeline for the delivery of this project.

My Department’s officials have kept the school authority fully briefed in relation to this 
project and the anticipated delivery timelines in respect of same.

Along with the Taoiseach my Department is working to have the first phase of the school’s 
permanent accommodation handed over by September of 2021 with phase 2 to follow in a 
matter of months. The delivery date of September 2021 for Phase 1 is dependent on no delays 
arising during the planning permission process.

18/12/2019WRJ01100School Accommodation Provision

18/12/2019WRJ01200189. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he is 
taking to provide permanent accommodation for a school (details supplied); his views on the 
concerns of the school community on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53776/19]

18/12/2019WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to the permanent 
accommodation needs of the school to which the Deputy refers, with the assistance of South 
Dublin County Council a site has been identified in the relevant area to accommodate a perma-
nent building. Work is ongoing at present to advance the process into the legal conveyancing 
stage. The acquisition of this site is being progressed as a priority.

18/12/2019WRJ01400Personal Injury Claims
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18/12/2019WRJ01500190. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the personal inju-
ries pay-outs will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53790/19]

18/12/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department does not rou-
tinely collate or publish information on personal injury pay-outs.  Costs incurred by the State 
in personal injury cases involving properties under the ownership of the Minister are generally 
not met directly by my Department.  In accordance with financial procedures in cases involving 
compensation against the State, such costs are charged to the State Claims Agency. 

18/12/2019WRJ01700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/12/2019WRJ01800191. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional edu-
cational facilities will be provided in 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53822/19]

18/12/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education 
for children with special needs, including those with Autism, is an ongoing priority for Govern-
ment.  

Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn is invested in supporting chil-
dren with special needs.  

The majority of children with Autism attend mainstream class, where they may access ad-
ditional supports if required. 

But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting may be deemed appropriate where place-
ment in mainstream class is not in the best interests of the child.

Nationally, 167 new special classes opened this school year, which means there are 1,618 
special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011.  Of these 1,353 special classes cater for stu-
dents diagnosed with ASD.

As approximately 1% of the school population require the support of a special class, it is not 
possible or practical that a special class placement would be available in every school.

Instead the NCSE ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children 
who have been identified as needing special class placements.  

Before approaching a particular school to request the establishment of a special class, the 
NCSE take into account both present and future potential need within the area and must be sat-
isfied that the class is sustainable and appropriately located.

The NCSE has planned further expansion of special class and school places to meet demand 
for the coming years, which will include additional post primary special class provision.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, there is a range of supports including capital funding 
available to the school.

Normally, special class and school places are established with the full cooperation of the 
schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country where 
the Council has faced challenges in getting schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to 
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provide special class or school places.  

I know that this can cause much anguish for parents and families involved.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed. 

I would prefer to see schools volunteer to provide more places rather than places being se-
cured on the back of an order or a direction from me. It is the right thing for the children in a 
community.

The NCSE has a team of local Special Education Needs Organisers who can advise parents 
of children with special educational needs and identify available school places.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular area, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

18/12/2019WRJ02000Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRJ02100192. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital ex-
penditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility 
provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such 
expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53842/19]

18/12/2019WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is currently being compiled and I will arrange for a response to issue directly to the 
Deputy in relation to this question.

18/12/2019WRJ02300Audiology Services Provision

18/12/2019WRJ02400193. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions 
over and above that available to children with hearing loss made for the 49 children in counties 
Mayo and Roscommon who had their hearing misdiagnosed by the HSE; the specific resources 
set aside for these children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53856/19]

18/12/2019WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Following the HSE Look 
Back Review of Paediatric Audiology Services in Mayo, Galway and Roscommon, officials 
from my Department and the HSE met in September 2018 to discuss special educational sup-
ports for the affected children. 

 It was agreed that where the affected children had special educational needs due to a hear-
ing impairment, special educational needs supports could be provided in line with the various 
schemes operated by both my Department and the National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE).

 My Department agreed to review the special educational supports provided to the affected 
children and to ensure that they are in receipt of supports in line with Department schemes, and 
that supports provided are based on children’s individual needs. 

The HSE sought consent from parents/guardians to share affected children’s details with my 
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Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). To date, the details of nine 
children have been provided to my Department.

As a matter of priority, my Department in conjunction with the NCSE, completed its review 
of the special educational supports in place for each of the nine children and has now ensured 
that they are in receipt of appropriate special educational needs supports in line with the terms 
of various schemes. 

Supports available include Special Education Teaching support in schools; funding for As-
sistive Technology such as Soundfield and FM systems; and guidance from the NCSE’s Visiting 
Teacher service on classroom adaptation and school staff training.

All children are in receipt of special educational needs teaching support under the new 
model introduced in 2017 and revised in 2019. The new Special Education Teaching alloca-
tion provides a single unified allocation for special educational support teaching needs to each 
school, based on that school’s educational profile, to allow schools to provide additional teach-
ing support for all pupils who require such support in their schools. Schools deploy additional 
teaching resources based on each pupil’s individual learning needs. 

The Visiting Teachers Service has assessed the educational needs of all nine children and 
made recommendations to their schools. In accordance with the Visiting Teachers’ Service Re-
ferral Process and Procedures, children with mild or unilateral hearing loss are placed on the 
“On Request” caseload and children with moderate-profound hearing loss are placed on the 
“Active” caseload of the Visiting Teacher.

The Visiting Teachers have assessed the acoustic conditions in the schools and made recom-
mendations to schools to put in place appropriate measures to cater for the children’s needs. 
Schools may utilise existing funding streams from the Department such as the Minor Works 
Grant or Grants for furniture and equipment for special education needs, to provide equipment, 
if these are recommended. 

All nine children have received assistive technology, in accordance with the criteria of the 
scheme. 

With regard to teacher training, the NCSE can provide direct support to the schools and 
individual teachers in as flexible a way as possible. Schools can apply for support through the 
NCSE’s online application system, which is accessible via the NCSE website. 

The NCSE offers telephone advice, school visits from a member of the team, in-service 
courses for individual teachers, or whole-school training. Whole-school training will ensure 
that all teachers are equipped to cater for the children’s educational needs, as they progress 
through school.

Schools have been instructed to continue to engage with their local Special Educational 
Needs Organiser (SENO) and Visiting Teacher with regard to the special education needs of 
the children identified by the HSE review. Parents/guardians may also contact their local SENO 
directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on 
the NCSE’s website.

My Department has made direct contact with both the schools and parents/guardians and 
a representative of my Department also met with a group of affected parents/guardians in No-
vember 2018 and March 2019. The HSE, Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection and NCSE were also represented at those meetings.

Where applications for new or additional supports are made to either my Department or the 
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NCSE in respect of the 9 children already identified, these will be considered as a matter of 
priority, in line with the terms of the various schemes.

My Department will also continue to work with the HSE and where details of other affected 
children are supplied by the HSE, educational supports will urgently be reviewed, in conjunc-
tion with the NCSE.

18/12/2019WRJ02600Adoption Legislation

18/12/2019WRJ02700194. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 240 of 22 October 2019, his plans to allow same-sex couples to avail of 
the same adoptive leave and benefit which straight couples and single-male adopters are en-
titled to in the context of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019; if this is not possible, when 
he plans to deal with the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53446/19]

18/12/2019WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
On 22 October last, the Government approved the priority drafting of provisions on adoptive 
leave with a view to their inclusion in the earliest appropriate Bill.  These provisions will give 
all adopting couples, whether same sex or opposite sex, the right to select which of them will 
be the qualified adopter i.e. which will get adoptive leave and benefit. 

Drafting of the provisions is ongoing and, therefore, it has not proved feasible to include 
them in the Social Welfare (No. 2) Bill.  I am considering the presentation of a separate Bill to 
deal with the issue so that the present situation in regard to adoptive leave can be rectified as 
soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRJ02900Legal Aid

18/12/2019WRJ03000195. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when al-
lowances against income when considering eligibility for civil legal aid were last reviewed; 
the recommendations that arose from the review; the changes made; the frequency of reviews; 
when it is next planned for a review to be undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53447/19]

18/12/2019WRJ03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Legal Aid Board 
provides legal advice and aid under the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regu-
lations 1996-2017.  The Board delivers these services through directly employed solicitors in 
its network of law centres around the country and private solicitors from its private practitioner 
panels.  

Applicants for legal aid must meet the financial eligibility criteria under section 29 of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017.  This provides that 
their disposable income (less certain allowances) must be below €18,000 and their disposable 
capital (less certain allowances and excluding the value of the home in which they live) must 
be below €100,000.

Since the enactment of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the making of the Civil Legal 
Aid Regulations 1996, the Regulations relating to financial eligibility have been substantially 
revised on three occasions.  The following table details the changes that have been made to the 
allowances between 1996 and 2006.  The 2013 Regulations made changes to certain aspects of 
the financial eligibility regime, however the allowances remain the same as provided for in the 
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2006 Regulations.  The Regulations have been amended on two further occasions; to provide 
that persons granted legal aid pursuant to the Abhaile Scheme do not need to be means tested 
and that persons granted legal aid in domestic violence cases do not have to pay a contribution.

There is no formal process for reviewing the Regulations. The Board periodically brings 
proposals to my Department in relation to the financial eligibility and other criteria in relation to 
civil legal aid. I understand that the Legal Aid Board has brought such a proposal and the matter 
remains under consideration at this time.

Changes in financial eligibility thresholds and allowances, 1996 to 2013

Threshold 1996 2002 2006 2013
Disposable 
income

€9,333 €13,000 €18,000 €18,000

Disposable 
capital

€253,948 €320,000 €320,000 €100,000

Allowance 1996 2002 2006 2013
Spouse/partner €1686 €1,900 €3,500 €3,500
Each dependent €848 €1,100 €1,600 €1,600
Child care €848 €1,100 €6,000 €6,000
Income tax Full Full Full Full
Social insurance Full Full Full Full 
Accommodation 
costs 

See below €4,900 €8,000 €8,000

Deduction from 
ex-gratia pay-
ments received

€660 €1,040 €1,040 €1,040

USC N/A N/A N/A Full
PRD N/A N/A N/A full
Rent €3,779 These allow-

ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

These allow-
ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

These allow-
ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

Mortgage repay-
ments

€4,828 These allow-
ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

These allow-
ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

These allow-
ances were 
replaced by the 
accommodation 
allowance in 
2002

Rates Full These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

Work Travelling 
Expenses

€336 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

HP Repayments €336 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002
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Threshold 1996 2002 2006 2013
Interest on 
Other loans

€764 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

VHI €957 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

Life Assurance full These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

Board and lodg-
ings (50%)

€2,030 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

Ex-gratia pay-
ments made

€1,595 These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

These allow-
ances were abol-
ished in 2002

 Notes:

1. “Other Loans” excluding Mortgages and Hire Purchase Agreements

2. The amounts in the 1996 Regulations were set out in Irish pounds, For comparability 
purposes they have been converted to Euro at  1 euro = 0.787564 Irish pounds and rounded to 
the nearest euro.

3.  The 2006 Regulations changed the basis on which disposable capital was assessed.

18/12/2019WRJ03200Legal Aid Service Data

18/12/2019WRJ03300196. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons that applied and qualified for civil legal aid pursuant to section 28(9)(c)(iii) of the 
Civil Legal Aid Act 1995; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53448/19]

18/12/2019WRJ03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Legal Aid Board 
provides legal advice and aid under the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regu-
lations 1996-2017.  The Board delivers these services through directly employed solicitors in 
its network of law centres around the country and private solicitors from its private practitioner 
panels.  

There is no requirement for an applicant to cite individual sections of the Civil Legal Aid 
Act 1995 when making an application for legal services. A solicitor who makes an application 
for a legal aid certificate on an applicant’s behalf will consider any applicable law including the 
provisions of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995. When the Board grants legal aid it satisfies itself 
that the application meets all of the relevant criteria under the Act and Regulations. However 
it does not record a list of applicable criteria relating to each individual successful application. 
For this reason, the Legal Aid Board is not in a position to provide the specific information the 
Deputy seeks. 

However, the Board informs me that, in practice, the number of applications made on a 
yearly basis involving facts in which the section referred to is invoked is small compared to the 
total number of applications.
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By way of background

Section 28(9)(a)(ii) of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 provides as follows: 
  “(9) ( a ) Subject to any order made under subsection (10) and to the other provisions of this subsection, legal aid shall not be granted by the Board in respect of any of the following matters (referred to in this Act as “designated matters”)…. disputes concerning rights and interests in or over land;

  Effectively section 28(9)(a) provides for a list of matters (referred to as designated matters) 
that are not within the scope of civil legal aid and it is ultra vires the Act for the Board to grant 
legal aid in any such matter. However, section 28(9)(c) provides for a list of exemptions to the 
designated matters set out earlier in the Act. Section 28(9)(c)(iii) provides that:
  “Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) and subject to the other provisions of this Act, legal aid may be granted… where a subject matter of the dispute is the applicant’s home (or what would be the applicant’s home but for the dispute) and the Board considers that the applicant        
  (I) suffers from an infirmity of mind or body due to old age or to other circumstances, or
  (II) may have been subjected to duress, undue influence or fraud in the matter, and that a refusal to grant legal aid would cause hardship to the applicant;”

  A number of criteria must be met for a matter to fall into this exception . Firstly, the sub-
ject matter of the dispute must be the applicant’s home or what would be the applicant’s home 
but for the dispute. Secondly, the Board must consider that the applicant either suffers from an 
infirmity of body or mind due to old age or to other circumstances, or that the applicant may 
have been subjected to duress, undue influence, or fraud in the matter. Thirdly, the Board must 
consider that a refusal to grant legal aid would cause hardship to the applicant.

18/12/2019WRJ03500Courts Service Data

18/12/2019WRJ03600197. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question Nos. 105 of 3 October 2019 and 276 of 12 November 2019, if he will 
arrange for the requested information to be forwarded by the Courts Service; his views on 
whether the delay in the provision of such information is not acceptable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53485/19]

18/12/2019WRJ03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As set out in my respons-
es to Parliamentary Question 105 of 3 October and Parliamentary Question 276 of 12 Novem-
ber, the data requested is not maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality. 

I requested the information concerned from the Courts Service and they undertook to con-
tact the Deputy directly if any further information was available.  I have since consulted further 
with the Courts Service and have been advised that they have nothing further to add in response 
to the Deputy’s question. 

The matter raised also concerns the Central Bank, for which I have no responsibility as 
Minister for Justice and Equality.  I understand that information in relation to the matters raised 
by the Deputy in these questions has already been provided to the Deputy by the Minister for 
Finance in his response to Parliamentary Question 56 of 3 October 2019.  

I hope this information is of assistance to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRJ03800Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

18/12/2019WRJ03900198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if information 
will be provided on the incidence of money mule accounts (details supplied); the details of 
completed or current investigations under way on the issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53522/19]

18/12/2019WRJ04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy.  I will write to the 
Deputy directly once I receive it.
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18/12/2019WRJ04100Refugee Resettlement Programme

18/12/2019WRJ04200199. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if Ireland has 
fulfilled its commitment to accepting 4,000 refugees as part of the resettlement and relocation 
programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53533/19]

18/12/2019WRJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In 2015, as part of Ireland’s response to the migration crisis in central and southern Europe, 
the Government established the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Under this pro-
gramme, the Government committed to accepting up to 4,000 people into the State, primarily 
through a combination of the EU Relocation Programme and the UNHCR’s Refugee Resettle-
ment Programme.   

I can inform the Deputy that a total of 3,151 people have arrived in Ireland to date under the 
various strands of the IRPP. 

In total, 1,022 people were welcomed into Ireland under the EU relocation mechanism, 
which has fulfilled Ireland’s commitment to this strand of the Programme.   

Under UNHCR-led Resettlement strand, a commitment was made to resettle 1,985 people, 
of which 1,858 resettlements have been completed. With the arrival of a further 55 persons by 
the end of this month, a balance of only 72 persons will remain to be resettled under this strand.

On the advice of the Defence Forces, it has not been possible for staff from my Depart-
ment to travel to Beirut to complete the selection of this cohort, which will now take place in 
early 2020. Flexibility has been sought from the European Commission on the timing of these 
arrivals given the current volatility in Lebanon. 

The IRPP programme also includes the IRPP Humanitarian Admission Programme (IHAP) 
under which Irish citizens, programme refugees, UN Convention refugees and persons with 
subsidiary protection can apply for family members to come to Ireland where those persons 
are living in the top 10 refugee generating countries.  It is expected that 740 people will arrive 
under the Programme and 159 people have already arrived in the State. There will be some de-
lay in the completion of the IHAP strand, as those granted permission to travel to Ireland make 
their own arrangements for travel, the exact timing of which is not known to the Department. 

In addition Ireland agreed to accept 77 unaccompanied minors from camps in Calais and 
Greece and 163 people who have been landed from the Mediterranean Search and Rescue op-
erations.  Of these cohorts, 36 unaccompanied minors remain to be transferred to Ireland from 
Greece and 92 people are yet to arrive from the Search and Rescue missions.  There are a further 
13 places not yet allocated to any of the mechanisms mentioned above which will complete 
Ireland’s commitment under the IRPP.

The Deputy may be aware that the Government agreed yesterday to Ireland pledging to 
welcome up to 2,900 refugees between 2020 and 2023 through a combination of resettlement 
and community sponsorship under plans put forward by Minister Flanagan and myself.  I was 
therefore able to make that pledge when I spoke at the first Global Refugee Forum, organised 
by the UNHCR to mark the first anniversary of the signing of the Global Compact on Refugees.  

Under the plans, a new phase of the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) will see 
650 UNHCR resettlements in 2020, 700 in 2021, 750 in 2022 and 800 in 2023. The arrivals for 
the first two years will largely comprise Syrian refugees resident in Jordan and Lebanon, along 
with a pilot group of 150 Eritrean refugees resident in Ethiopia.



18 December 2019

97

I am pleased to have obtained funding of €9m from the European Commission to support 
the resettlement of 900 people between early 2020 and June 2021. 

I and Minister Flanagan are proud that Ireland, as an active member of the international 
community, will continue to play our part in providing a safe haven for those seeking refuge 
from war and persecution.

18/12/2019WRJ04400Legal Services Regulation

18/12/2019WRJ04500200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
regulate claims harvesting websites; the estimated number of such sites active in the market; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53539/19]

18/12/2019WRJ04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issue of claims har-
vesting, whereby people involved in accidents are pursued by on-line and other entities for 
commercial gain and encouraged or induced to lodge insurance injury claims, is one which is 
increasingly complex to govern. Spurred on by advances in business technology and electronic 
media, those who operate harvesting entities in contravention of the law come from a variety of 
countries, backgrounds and disciplines that are proving prohibitive in terms of cost and scope 
to corral under a single regulator. 

Even in internet governance terms, these operators can literally change identity overnight 
when challenged, as they continue to be in this and other jurisdictions, and can operate outside 
the scope of national or EU law while also seeking to exploit several markets at once. These 
are the very substantial challenges that remain to finding a cost-effective regulatory response at 
either national or international level to claims harvesting operations, including as considered by 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group.

As far as those aspects of claims harvesting which fall within the remit of my own Depart-
ment may be concerned, the key regulatory focus continues to be on the interface between 
claims harvesters and those solicitors with whom they would wish to engage in a mercenary 
manner to the detriment of our insurance regime. This is being applied diligently by the Law 
Society which continues to take a strict approach against any offending solicitors or claims 
harvesters in this area as appropriate to the Society’s role as the regulator of solicitors under the 
Solicitors’ Acts. 

This approach, which has proven highly effective, has a number of key legislative compo-
nents. Section 5 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002 generally prohibits unqualified per-
sons from advertising a service of a legal nature that could otherwise be provided by a solicitor 
for a fee or reward.  This includes such advertising in relation to personal injuries claims in the 
context of claims harvesting websites. Moreover, section 62 of the Solicitors Act 1954 prohibits 
solicitors from rewarding or agreeing to reward unqualified persons for the introduction of legal 
business and provides that any such agreement is void. Under the Solicitors Advertising Regu-
lations as recently updated by the Law Society with my consent under S.I. No. 229 of 2019, it 
remains the case that an advertisement intended to publicise or otherwise promote a solicitor 
in relation to the solicitor’s practice shall be in such a form as shall not expressly or impliedly 
solicit, encourage or offer any inducement to any person or group or class of persons to make 
claims for damages for personal injuries or to contact the solicitor concerned with a view to 
such claims being made. 

From the active engagement by the Law Society and the on-going work of the Cost of Insur-
ance Working Group, I understand that the number of active claims harvesting websites operat-
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ing in Ireland has drastically reduced in recent years from approximately 60 in 2016 to around 
11 in more recent times. It is also understood from the Law Society that 29 websites have been 
removed from the internet on foot of its efforts since 2014, with six of these websites removed 
since June 2019.  The Society has previously issued relevant practice directions and directly no-
tified claims referral companies found to be targeting solicitors about the statutory prohibition 
on solicitors paying referral fees. It has also successfully pursued these matters before the High 
Court and is, therefore, to be commended for the diligent and effective discharge of its particu-
lar regulatory functions in response to this threat to our insurance regime.

This strict approach is set to continue under the new advertising provisions of section 218 of 
the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015. Under that section, such advertising will no longer be 
regulated by the legal professional bodies as happens at present but by the Legal Services Regu-
latory Authority. Specifically, section 218(5)(d)(vi) of the 2015 Act allows for the restriction 
of any advertisement which, in the opinion of the Authority, “expressly or impliedly solicits, 
encourages or offers any inducement to any person or group or class of persons to make claims 
for personal injuries or seek legal services in connection with such claims.” The Authority will 
be carrying out the required public consultations in preparation for the new legal services ad-
vertising regulations coming into operation in Q1 of 2020. 

In so far, therefore, as claims harvesting operations are seeking to directly or indirectly en-
gage solicitors in their claims work, the Solicitors Acts 1954 to 2015 are operating as a bulwark 
against them with recognised effect. Such a regulatory approach will continue under the Legal 
Services Regulation Act 2015. While, in broader terms, the issue of claims harvesting does not 
seem at this time to lend itself to an immediately amenable regulatory solution, I will, along 
with my Department, continue to support the on-going work of the Cost of Insurance Working 
Group and of the Law Society in this regard.

18/12/2019WRJ04700Fines Data

18/12/2019WRJ04800201. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons that failed to pay fines imposed by the courts since the commencement of the Fines 
(Payment and Recovery) Act 2014; the number that had an attachment order, a recovery order 
or community service order made against them as a result; the number of persons imprisoned 
for failure to pay such fines by year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53568/19]

18/12/2019WRJ04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I have requested information from the Courts Service in relation to this matter and the Courts 
Service has stated it will contact the Deputy directly as soon as the information is to hand.

18/12/2019WRJ05000Fines Data

18/12/2019WRJ05100202. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the value and num-
ber of unpaid fines in each of the years 2013 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the value and number 
of fines imposed by the courts in each of the years; the steps being taken to recover unpaid fines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53569/19]

18/12/2019WRJ05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
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under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I have requested information from the Courts Service in relation to this matter and the Courts 
Service has stated it will contact the Deputy directly as soon as the information is to hand.

18/12/2019WRJ05300Fines Data

18/12/2019WRJ05400203. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the offence catego-
ries in respect of which fines were imposed by the courts in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and 
to date in 2019; the offence categories in respect of which fines were imposed but were not paid 
in the same period by the number and value in each case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53570/19]

18/12/2019WRJ05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include 
the provision of information on the courts system.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, 
however, I have had enquiries made with the Courts Service.

On foot of those enquiries, I have been informed that regrettably courts statistics are not 
compiled in such a way as to provide the particular information sought by the Deputy. The Court 
Services have indicated that there are thousands of offence categories in respect of which fines 
can be imposed by the court.  The information sought could only be retrieved by way of a 
manual examination of each individual court record.  As I am sure the Deputy will appreci-
ate, such a lengthy process would require the expenditure of a disproportionate amount of the 
Courts Service’s resources and it is therefore not possible to provide the specific information 
sought.    However, a wide range of statistics are published in the annual reports of the Courts 
Service that may be of assistance to the Deputy. 

A link to the page on the Courts Service website where all of these reports can be accessed 
is as follows:   http://www.courts.ie/Courts.ie/Library3.nsf/pagecurrent/D171C224DF0083D1
80257FB10043BD33?opendocument

18/12/2019WRJ05600Bench Warrants

18/12/2019WRJ05700204. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
bench warrants issued in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the number outstanding in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53571/19]

18/12/2019WRJ05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Bench warrants are most 
commonly issued by the District Court after a person has failed to appear in court. I am in-
formed by the Courts Service that, since the commencement of the Fines (Payment and Recov-
ery) Act 2014 on 11 January 2016, Judges have also issued bench warrants for people who fail 
to attend hearings on foot of being issued with a Fines Enforcement Notice.

I am informed by the Courts Service that the following table provides a breakdown of the 
number of District Court Criminal Bench Warrants  and the number of Enforcement Fines 
Bench Warrants issued in 2017, 2018 and in 2019 as of 30 November 2019. No other categories 
of warrants are included in these totals. 
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In particular, the Courts Service has additionally indicated that the following table does not 
include Family Law Bench Warrants or Circuit Court Bench Warrants.  It should also be noted 
that a person who is the subject of a Bench Warrant could be accused of more than one offence. 
In such a case, only one Bench Warrant will issue and the schedule of all offences is attached 
to the warrant.

Column 1  Column 2  Column 3  Column 4  Column 5  Column 6  Column 7
 Year  No. of  

District 
Court 
Bench 
Warrants 

 No. of 
outstand-
ing  Dis-
trict Court 
Bench 
Warrants 

 No. of En-
forcements 
Bench 
Warrants 

 No. of 
outstand-
ing en-
forcement 
bench 
warrants 

 Total no. 
of Bench 
Warrants 
issued 

Total no. of 
outstand-
ing bench 
warrants 

 Jan – Dec 
2017 

 25,392  2,671  257  59  25,649  2,730 

 Jan – Dec 
2018 

 28,278  3,826  12,567  4,259  40,845  8,085 

 Jan – Nov 
2019 

27,744  7,857 7,186 4,180  34,930  12,037 

18/12/2019WRJ05900Departmental Data

18/12/2019WRJ06000205. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 145 of 24 October 2019, the status of the matter. [53582/19]

18/12/2019WRJ06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I regret that it was not 
possible to compile the information requested in the time available. I will write directly to the 
Deputy very shortly. 

18/12/2019WRK00200Residency Permits

18/12/2019WRK00300206. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons assessed under the scheme to regularise the status of students who overstayed on visas 
in each of the years 2005 to 2010; the number regularised under the scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53594/19]

18/12/2019WRK00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Special Scheme for 
Non EEA nationals who held a Student Permission in the State during the period 01 Janu-
ary 2005 to 31 December 2010 was launched on 15 October 2018 and closed on 20 January 
2019. Approximately 3,116 applications were received under this Scheme. 

To date, a decision has been made on 3,106 cases of which 2,253 have been granted.   

The Deputy will appreciate that it is necessary to process these applications in full compli-
ance with legal requirements and in accordance with the criteria of the Scheme.  The remaining 
applications are being  processed and decisions will be delivered as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRK00500Residency Permits

18/12/2019WRK00600207. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legal ad-
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vice he received as to whether a large-scale regularisation of undocumented persons here would 
be possible under EU law in view of the approximately 40 such regularisations which have oc-
curred in the EU in the past 15 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53595/19]

18/12/2019WRK00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While it would not be 
appropriate to comment on legal advice received, I can inform the Deputy that successive Gov-
ernments have ruled out the possibility of amnesties or broad regularisation.  This is in line with 
our political commitments at EU level.  Ireland along with other Member States of the EU, has 
committed, under the European Pact on Immigration and Asylum (2008), to a case-by-case ap-
proach as opposed to mass regularisation. 

It is important to emphasise, that when it comes to people living here illegally, the only op-
tion for regularisation is on a case by case basis. Where people who have had an application for 
residence refused or who simply overstay their permission to reside in this country and do not 
apply for an extension to their permission, the State must be allowed to exercise its legal right 
to remove them from the State.   

It would be unwise to permit people to simply ignore our immigration laws and allow them 
and their families to remain here merely on the basis of the length of time that they have resided 
here without permission.   

In all cases, people must engage with the authorities if they wish to be permitted to remain 
here legally. I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to 
contact my Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps to 
regularise their family’s status.

18/12/2019WRK00800Garda Resources

18/12/2019WRK00900208. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
modernisation of the PULSE system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53602/19]

18/12/2019WRK01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 
of €1.76 billion and this is due to increase further to an unprecedented €1.88 billion for 2020.  
The capital budget for An Garda Síochána has also been significantly increased - a total of €92 
million was provided this year, representing a 50% increase on capital investment in 2018. And 
capital investment will increase further to €116.5 million in 2020. 

The capital investment being made in Garda ICT infrastructure is particularly significant 
and amounts to €342 million between 2016 and 2021. It is important to note that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for managing An Garda Síochána. The allocation and efficient 
use of Garda resources is also a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational 
demands.

An Garda Síochána has confirmed that ICT is an essential tool for supporting the day-to-day 
operations of the entire Garda workforce, currently including over 14,300 Garda members, over 
2,900 Garda staff as well as Garda Reserves.

The Programme for a Partnership Government recognises that Gardaí must have the modern 
technology and resources necessary to detect and investigate crimes, and to prevent loss and 
harm to citizens and their property on a 24/7 basis. The key importance of technology was also 
clearly identified in the report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.
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In line with the implementation plan for that report, “A Policing Service for the Future”, 
a new Garda Digital Strategy has been prepared.  That Strategy “Connect” sets out a series of 
initiatives which will enable An Garda Síochána deploy the latest cutting edge technologies to 
better serve our communities and to assist in crime prevention and detection.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the modernisation of PULSE is an ongoing pro-
gramme of work.  A range of projects are being pursued in that regard. I am informed that some 
of the key ICT projects which are currently being advanced under the Garda Digital Strategy 
Connect are as follows:

- A new Property & Exhibits Management has been deployed and is being used to record all 
property and exhibits which come into Garda possession and to manage them throughout their 
lifecycle within the organisation from scene to court.

- A new Enterprise Content Management System has been introduced which provides An 
Garda Síochána with a single enterprise content repository for all documentation and certain 
multimedia content.  A pilot of this system has been completed and rollout to all Divisions will 
be completed in early 2020.

- PULSE has been updated to include Individual Victim Assessment and Victim Engage-
ment screens, to record information about the victim themselves and any Garda interaction or 
engagement with the victim. PULSE has also been enhanced with new incident management 
functionality which will enable Garda supervisors monitor the progress of incidents from initial 
data input right through to court outcome stage. This is an interim step pending the implementa-
tion of the new Crime Investigations Management System.

-  A new Crime Investigations Management System will allow for the management of activi-
ties completed as part of an investigation, maintain a full history of the chain of events in an 
investigation, manage information gathered, and decisions/actions taken. It will also integrate 
closely with the new Document and Content Management System, the new Property and Ex-
hibits Management System, and other Garda IT systems.

- A new e-Vetting system is operational which provides online processing of applications for 
Garda vetting for persons working with children and vulnerable persons. This system won the 
national eGovernment Award for 2017

- A new Anti-Money Laundering application (GoAML) which supports Financial Intelli-
gence Units to counter Organised Crime and Terrorist Financing and Money Laundering was 
implemented in June  2017

- A new Intelligence Management System has been deployed and is operational to provide a 
single secure repository of sensitive intelligence gathered by operational members

- A Rosters and Duty Management System is currently being deployed on a phased basis 
across An Garda Síochána. 

Further and as the Deputy is aware, the Mobility project is ongoing and involves the provi-
sion of modern technical facilities to permit Garda members to access PULSE-held data using 
smartphones.  I am informed that the roll-out of such mobile access will expand in 2020 and 
beyond.

In addition, I understand that work to facilitate collaboration and integration with external 
agencies including as part of the Criminal Justice Hub initiative is also underway.
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18/12/2019WRK01100Garda Training

18/12/2019WRK01200209. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí who have received specialist training to interview minors who have been victims of 
sexual abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53605/19]

18/12/2019WRK01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commission-
er is responsible under Section 26 (b) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 to carry on and manage 
and control generally the administration and business of the Garda Síochána, including by ar-
ranging for the recruitment, training and appointment of its members and civilian staff.

I have requested a report from the Commissioner in relation to the matter referred to by the 
Deputy and I will write to him directly when I receive it. 

18/12/2019WRK01400Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRK01500210. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employment 
position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53647/19]

18/12/2019WRK01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is set out in the table below, which includes new staff recruited up to 
16/12/2019. These totals list permanent and non-permanent staff including officers rehired from 
other departments due to transfers, mobility and promotions.

Grade Number
Assistant Secretary 1
Principal Officer   8
Assistant Principal 19
Administrative Officer 7
Higher Executive Officer 11
Executive Officer 63
Clerical Officer 204
Service Officer 3
Grand Total 316

18/12/2019WRK01700Garda Investigations

18/12/2019WRK01800211. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 350 of 11 November 2019, if there has been further progress in achiev-
ing a full and comprehensive investigation here and in Northern Ireland into the bombing in 
Belturbet, County Cavan in December 1972 which caused the death of two young persons and 
injuries to many others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53683/19]

18/12/2019WRK01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The bombing of Beltur-
bet in December 1972 was an appalling act of violence, which claimed the lives of two innocent 
victims and injured others. I am very familiar with the facts of this case and I have the utmost 
sympathy for the families of the young people murdered on that day as well as for those injured 
in the bombing. Like the many other callous acts of violence committed during the Troubles, 
the bombing at Belturbet has inflicted untold suffering on the families of those who died and, 
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indeed, all those affected.

The Garda Authorities have informed me that the bombing and the murders were compre-
hensively investigated by An Garda Síochána at the time. The Defence Forces provided expert 
assistance and the investigation involved close liaison with the authorities in Northern Ireland. 
Despite every avenue of enquiry being pursued at the time there was no evidence to bring the 
perpetrators of this crime to justice. It remains a source of disappointment and frustration - most 
particularly to the families involved - that no one has been brought to account for these murders.  

As I have previously said, with the passage of 47 years and in the absence of new evidence 
being forthcoming, I regret that we have to be pragmatic about the prospects for a successful 
prosecution in this case. Nonetheless, the investigation into the bombing and the two murders 
has not been closed and An Garda Síochána will pursue any new evidence or information that 
is made available. They would, of course, work in close co-operation with the PSNI where that 
could advance the investigation. 

I would call on anybody with any information that may be relevant to this case, even at this 
remove, to bring it to the attention of the Garda Authorities.  

18/12/2019WRK02000Asylum Seeker Accommodation

18/12/2019WRK02100212. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
questions raised regarding a centre (details supplied) for asylum seekers; the action he will take 
in response to the concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53705/19]

18/12/2019WRK02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am aware of a report regarding the experience of residents within the accommodation centre 
referred to by the Deputy.  

I met with the NGO that commissioned the report and I discussed its findings with it.  The 
report is also being considered by my officials. 

All complaints regarding the operation of an accommodation centre are fully examined.  I 
am pleased to say that the vast majority of centres are working very well.   

In August, Minister Flanagan and I published new National Standards for accommodation 
centres. These Standards were developed by an Advisory Group including representatives from 
UNHCR Ireland and the NGO sector. They provide a framework for the continued develop-
ment of person-centred, high-quality, safe and effective services and supports for residents liv-
ing in our accommodation centres. Their purpose is to improve the quality of care and ensure 
consistency across all accommodation centres. They are being implemented through a tender 
process that has been running in all regions this year.  Tender specifications include “indepen-
dent living”, where people and families can cook their own meals, as one of the main criteria for 
awarding contracts to accommodation providers.  The tender process will affect all contracted 
accommodation centres in 2021.

There is currently a comprehensive system in place for the inspection of all accommodation 
centres.  As part of this process unannounced inspections are carried out.  The accommodation 
centre referred to has been inspected 4 times to date in 2019 and 3 times in 2018. No major 
health and safety matters have been brought to my attention based on these inspections.

In addition to these inspections, regular clinics are held on site at all international protection 
accommodation centres by officials in my Department  at which residents can raise any con-
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cerns regarding their accommodation.  There is also a clearly defined complaints mechanism 
for residents as well as recourse to the Ombudsman’s Office.

Officials in my Department have and will continue to take into consideration all information 
brought to our attention and will, through the inspection process, ensure that all contractors are 
operating their centres in accordance with contractual obligations.

I should also like to inform the Deputy that the provision of services and supports for resi-
dents is kept under review. In that regard, a high level interdepartmental Group, established 
in my Department, is currently reviewing the implementation of the State’s legal obligations 
under the EU Directive (2013/33/EU) including access to work and the services offered to ap-
plicants while their applications are being considered. In addition, an Advisory group, chaired 
by the former Secretary General of the European Commission, Dr. Catherine Day will advise 
on the development of a long-term approach to the provision of support including accommoda-
tion for people in the international protection process.  

Finally, I would also say that the instances of racially aggravated attacks, mentioned in the 
report as occurring outside the centre, are abhorrent and are not representative of the views of 
the vast majority of Irish people.  Indeed, any such incidents should be brought to the attention 
of An Garda Síochána.

18/12/2019WRK02300Road Traffic Offences Data

18/12/2019WRK02400213. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
ensure the Courts Service provides a detailed breakdown of road traffic offences in an open for-
mat that would allow for the analysis of trends over date and by region in view of the fact that 
the absence of such data may be inhibiting evidence-based policy formation in achieving road 
safety goals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53712/19]

18/12/2019WRK02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I am informed by the Courts Service that, as part of its modernisation programme, it is pri-
oritising investment in ICT infrastructure that will enhance the service provided to the public.  
I am further informed that it is expected that one of the results of this investment will be an 
enhanced statistical and data function that should facilitate the regular publication of data in 
respect of business before the Courts. 

This is a welcome development and one which I hope will enhance the possibility for ad-
ditional analysis and as a valuable input to evidence-based policy formation.  I am informed 
that in the interim, the Courts Service is examining the feasibility of preparing useful data, on a 
periodic basis, using existing systems.  

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the Courts Service already publishes some 
data in relation to road traffic at the following addresses. 

Data relating to road traffic for the Circuit Criminal Court: http://courts.ie/Courts.ie/Li-
brary3.nsf/pagecurrent/1F3CEE207A7A353F802580290053EDBB?opendocument

Data relating to road traffic for the  District Criminal Court:
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http://www.courts.ie/Courts.ie/Library3.nsf/pagecurrent/45FC467C4F5C9F59802580250
0373869?opendocument

As the Deputy may be aware, the RSA also publishes a certain amount of data relating to 
road safety at the following address https://www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Road-Safety/RSA-Statistics/. 

18/12/2019WRK02600Prison Service Data

18/12/2019WRK02700214. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
future of Arbour Hill Prison, Dublin 7 and the possible rehousing of long-stay prisoners; and the 
details of the prison population by years served in Arbour Hill. [53713/19]

18/12/2019WRK02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that under the Irish Prison Service National Flow Plan, Arbour Hill is des-
ignated for use as a prison for sex offenders.  The Prison Estate operates in a dynamic opera-
tional environment and I understand that the National Flow Plan is subject to ongoing review 
and amendment, in line with operational needs. 

However, I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that there are currently no plans to alter 
the current use of the prison.

The following table, as conveyed to me by the Irish Prison Service, is a breakdown of the 
prison population in Arbour Hill by years served, correct as at 16/12/19:

Years Served to Date Total
< 1 Yr 5
1 to < 2 Yrs 13
2 to < 3 Yrs 23
3 to < 4 Yrs 24
4 to < 5 Yrs 14
5 to < 6 Yrs 11
6 to < 7 Yrs 5
7 to < 8 Yrs 1
8 to < 9 Yrs 3
9 to < 10 Yrs 4
10 to < 15 Yrs 10
15 + Yrs 20
TOTAL 133

18/12/2019WRK02900Migrant Integration

18/12/2019WRK03000215. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding is 
provided for integration projects undertaken with primary or secondary schools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53716/19]

18/12/2019WRK03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department operates a number of funding schemes in the area of Integration, which in-
cludes the integration of refugees.  A small grants scheme provides for grants of up to €5,000 
from the Communities Integration Fund and a national funding programme to promote the 
integration of migrants provides for larger grants paid over a period of 3 years.   
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While there is currently no integration funding directly aimed at primary and secondary 
schools, my Department’s Community Integration Fund was open to community groups, in-
cluding schools, to apply. 

Several family resource centres, community resource centres, sports clubs and arts/drama 
groups were also successful in their application for funding under the Community Integration 
Fund.  Many of these projects benefited children.

My Department also funds the Irish Traveller Movement’s (ITM) Yellow Flag programme, 
which is an integration project operating in both Primary and Secondary Schools. The ITM Yel-
low Flag programme received funding under the call for proposals for the 2016 - 2019 Asy-
lum Migration Integration Fund (AMIF)  to the amount of €150,410 (75% of total budget of 
€200,547).  They were also successful in 2019 for funding for a further 3 years to September 
2022 to the amount of €156,750 (75% of total budget of €209,000).

18/12/2019WRK03200Garda Retirements

18/12/2019WRK03300216. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
retirements from An Garda Síochána in each year of the past decade and to date in 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53724/19]

18/12/2019WRK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
retirement of members of An Garda Síochána is governed by law, which sets the mandatory 
retirement age for all members at 60 years of age.  Members of An Garda Síochána who joined 
prior to 1 April 2004 may retire on full pension at 50 years of age once they have served at least 
30 years and those who joined on or after 1 April 2004 may retire on full pension at 55 years 
of age with 30 years service. Gardaí have the option of continuing to serve until they reach 60, 
subject to the Garda Commissioner being satisfied that they are fully competent and available 
to undertake their duties.  

I have set out below the number of retirements in each of the years 2009-2018 and to date 
in 2019, as provided to me by the Garda authorities. The Deputy will note that these figures 
include compulsory and voluntary retirements, as well as cost neutral early retirements. 

Year Total Retirements
2019* as of 13 December 223
2018 218
2017 226
2016 228
2015 238
2014 249
2013 296
2012 424
2011 438
2010 363
2009 722

I am advised by the Garda authorities that projected departures are kept under continuous 
review and that the level of recruitment is adjusted as necessary in order to maintain the desired 
strength.
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As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amend-
ed, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and managing and control-
ling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging 
for the recruitment and training of the members of An Garda Síochána.  

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, approximately 3,000 proba-
tioners have attested and been assigned to frontline policing duties nationwide, including the 
197 new probationers that attested on 29 November.  We now have over 14,300 Garda members 
nationwide and we are on track to reach the Government’s target of a total of 15,000 Garda 
members, as part of an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 by 2021.

In the same period, Garda staff numbers have increased significantly through the ongoing 
process of civilianisation. Garda staff numbers have increased from 2,055 at the end of 2014 
to over 2,900 today. The accelerated recruitment of Garda staff is facilitating the redeployment 
of Gardaí from administrative to mainstream policing duties where their training and expertise 
can be used to best effect.

Taken together, this increase in Garda and civilian staff numbers means a significant in-
crease in operational policing hours nationwide in recent years. 

The unprecedented funding of €1.882 billion provided to An Garda Síochána in Budget 
2020 will also allow for the recruitment of up to 700 new Gardaí and additional Garda staff next 
year. The appropriate balance between Gardaí and Garda staff will be for the Garda Commis-
sioner to determine, on the basis of operational need. The ongoing recruitment will provide the 
Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a 
visible, effective and responsive policing service nationwide.

18/12/2019WRK03500Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRK03600217. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount spent on 
advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53748/19]

18/12/2019WRK03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has primary responsibility for public 
information campaigns in respect of Brexit and I understand that this Department will respond 
to the Deputy directly. The Department of Justice and Equality did not incur any expenditure in 
respect of advertising for Brexit.

18/12/2019WRK03800Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRK03900218. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the meetings he has 
held with Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding extending the eligibility criteria 
for asylum seekers to apply for a driver licence. [53755/19]

18/12/2019WRK04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issuing of driving 
licences is primarily a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
and the relevant agencies under his remit.  I understand that the issue is currently being exam-
ined by his Department.  

I understand that the issue is not straightforward and requires careful consideration of both 
EU and national driver licensing law.  In order to assist in the matter, my Department sought 
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background information from the European Migration Network as to the interpretation and 
implementation of the relevant EU law,  Article 12 of Directive 2006/126/EC on driving li-
cences (recast), in other member states. This information has been provided to the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 

Officials in our Departments will be meeting shortly to seek to advance this matter. 

Where there are any changes to the application system as it may pertain to international 
protection applicants, this will be communicated by the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport accordingly, and by the relevant authorities who have oversight and responsibility for the 
issuance of driving licenses in the State.

18/12/2019WRK04100Judicial Council

18/12/2019WRK04200219. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will publish the 
membership of the Judicial Council; and if the chairperson has given a timeline as to when the 
guidelines for general damages will be published [53778/19]

18/12/2019WRK04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Judicial Council was 
established with effect from 17 December 2019.  As outlined in section 8 of the Judicial Council 
Act 2019, all members of the judiciary are members of the Judicial Council. 

Committees of the Judicial Council will be established by the Council having regard to the 
timelines set out in the Judicial Council Act 2019. The Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee 
is to be established no later than 3 months after the first meeting of the Judicial Council itself, 
and that Committee is to meet no later than one month after its establishment. The Personal In-
juries Guidelines Committee will be responsible for drawing up personal injuries guidelines for 
adoption by the Council.  Section 18(4) of the Judicial Council Act 2019 provides that the “Per-
sonal Injuries Guidelines Committee shall submit the first draft of personal injuries guidelines 
to the Board not later than 6 months after the date on which the Committee stands established.”

On 28 November the Chief Justice announced the membership of the Personal Injuries 
Guidelines Committee which is to be chaired by Ms Justice Mary Irvine.  While the Committee 
cannot be formally established until the first meeting of the Judicial Council, a “committee des-
ignate”  held its first meeting during the course of the week beginning 1 December to embark 
upon appropriate planning and preliminary work.

18/12/2019WRK04400Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRK04500220. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the personal inju-
ries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53796/19]

18/12/2019WRK04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the National Treasury Management Agency is designated as the State Claims Agen-
cy and provides claims and risk management functions in respect of the General Indemnity 
Scheme applying to Government Departments and other State bodies.

Details of individual personal injury pay-outs are not published as they contain information 
that is of a sensitive and confidential nature. However, the table below, provided by the State 
Claims Agency, contains aggregate amounts in respect of the claims that have been finalised 
against my Department and its agencies, including personal injury claims. 
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The material provided covers the amounts paid during the period 2016 to 2018, and are in 
respect of all payments made over the lifecycle of the claims. As figures are compiled retrospec-
tively, information with respect to 2019 is not yet available. 

Year Number of Claims Paid Total
2016 9 €20,496
2017 6 €195,355
2018 7 €4,466

18/12/2019WRK04700Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRK04800221. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the capital ex-
penditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility 
provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such 
expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53847/19]

18/12/2019WRK04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the information that he has requested is not generally held on a per-locality basis and it 
is not possible to provide a comprehensive answer across the activities of my Department for 
the time period specified.

However, I wish to note that €10.1m was made available in 2017 in respect of the construc-
tion of a state of the art courthouse in Drogheda comprising of two courtrooms, which facilitate 
Circuit and District Court business. This was one of a number of courthouse projects delivered 
as part of the Courts Public Private Partnership Bundle project.

I can further inform the Deputy that Drogheda Garda station is among the stations undergo-
ing major works under the Building and Refurbishment Programme, which is progressed by the 
Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), which 
is responsible for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. Additional mainte-
nance spending is undertaken by the OPW and An Garda Síochána on the upkeep of the stations 
across County Louth and east County Meath under this programme.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, 
with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion and this is due to increase further to an unprec-
edented €1.88 billion for 2020.  The capital budget for An Garda Síochána has also been sig-
nificantly increased - a total of €92 million was provided this year, representing a 50% increase 
on capital investment in 2018. And capital investment will increase further to €116.5 million in 
2020.  Capital funding between 2016 and 2021 includes investment of €342 million in Garda 
ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment of €46 million in the Garda Fleet 
over the same period.

18/12/2019WRK05000Brexit Supports

18/12/2019WRK05100222. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the uptake of Brexit-related supports under the remit of her Department, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [53462/19]

18/12/2019WRK05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union, my Department and 
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its agencies have worked to put in place a wide range of Brexit supports for businesses. My 
Department’s focus is on helping firms to improve their competitiveness and innovation, and to 
diversify markets. 

The suite of enterprise and finance supports now in place covers the spectrum of potential 
Brexit impacts and aims to assist businesses in identifying key risk areas and the practical pre-
paratory actions to be taken over the coming months.   

Since 2016, my Department and its agencies have worked to prepare Irish businesses for the 
potential challenges posed by Brexit by helping them to assess their preparedness and helping 
them to implement practical action plans in areas such as customs, supply chain and sourcing, 
and financial management. While we cannot yet know the form that Brexit will take, these mea-
sures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and develop practical 
preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.   

The Government’s suite of Brexit supports includes preparedness vouchers, consultancy 
and mentoring supports, tariff advisory services, research on new markets and innovation sup-
ports through Enterprise Ireland, the Local Enterprise Offices and InterTradeIreland. Supports 
and advice are also available from the National Standards Authority of Ireland, the Health and 
Safety Authority, IDA Ireland, Revenue, Skillnet Ireland, the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland, Bord Bia and Fáilte Ireland.  

The most immediate consequences of a hard Brexit are likely to be currency movements, 
supply chain constraints, delays, duties and tariffs. In the first instance, there will be a strain on 
the working capital position of businesses.  

Of my Department’s suite of supports, the €300m Brexit Loan Scheme is designed to ad-
dress working capital challenges brought about by Brexit. Under the Scheme, loans of up to 
€1.5 million are available at a rate of 4% or less, with loans of up to €500,000 available on an 
unsecured basis. By contrast, the €300m Future Growth Loan Scheme is designed to support 
strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment.  

InterTradeIreland also plays a major role as part of Ireland’s Brexit response and offers 
Brexit-related advisory services to eligible businesses. So far this year, more than 5,000 SMEs 
have directly engaged with the Brexit Advisory Service.  

ITI offers Brexit Planning Voucher and Brexit Implementation Voucher schemes, which en-
able businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan, prepare and implement for the 
UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. These supports help businesses obtain advice on 
specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, regulatory and customs issues and move-
ment of labour, goods and services.  

ITI Brexit Planning Vouchers are worth up to €2,250 (inclusive of VAT) each. ITI’s Brexit 
Implementation Voucher provides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 (inclusive of VAT), 
with InterTradeIreland paying 50%. This allows businesses to implement critical changes mak-
ing them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship.   

In August, ITI launched a new advertising campaign and a new online resource to encour-
age and assist firms in preparing for Brexit. The online “Bitesize Brexit” resource is a one-stop-
shop for cross-border traders, presenting information in easily digestible segments and includes 
specific actions businesses should take in preparing for Brexit.   

Enterprise Ireland also recently launched 12 ‘Brexit Essential’ questions aimed at helping 
exporting businesses further prepare and take action ahead of the UK’s impending withdrawal 
from the EU.  
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My Department, in association with the Department of Education and Skills and key indus-
try partners, has also launched a new support measure to help customs agents, intermediaries 
and affected Irish businesses develop the capacity to deal with the additional customs require-
ments due to the UK’s departure from the EU. The new initiative, called Clear Customs, com-
prises a training programme and a customs financial support to assist with the costs of recruiting 
and assigning new staff to customs roles.   

In addition, the Government has held over 100 Brexit information seminars and events since 
last September. I also have been convening regular roundtable discussions with the main retail 
grocery and distribution players since December of last year to better understand contingency 
planning within the sector on food supply. Revenue, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, Dub-
lin Port and relevant Government Departments also attend these meetings.   

With the deadline for the UK’s withdrawal from the EU having now shifted to 31 January, 
and with the general election now behind us, Brexit continues to represent a significant chal-
lenge for businesses in Ireland. I want businesses, particularly those most impacted by Brexit, 
to know my Department and its agencies are here to help.

Scheme   Uptake at 6 December 2019 unless other-
wise specified   

Brexit Loan Scheme 919 applications for eligibility received, 828 
approved by SBCI, 219 loans progressed to 
sanction at bank level to a value of €47.5 
million.Of the approved applications to 
date, 160 were reapplications as eligibility 
expires after six months.Data as of the 12th 
December 2019

Future Growth Loan Scheme 2,506 applications for eligibility received, 
2,350 approved by SBCI, 650 loans pro-
gressed to sanction at bank level. Total 
value of loans sanctioned was €124 million.
Data as of the 12th December 2019

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - on-
line platform for Irish companies to self-
assess their exposure to Brexit 

6,975 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 1,768 LEO clients have completed 
the scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 236 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new 
markets

215 companies have been approved under 
this initiative

Enterprise Ireland Prepare to Export Score-
card    

5,833 Prepare to Export Scorecards have 
been completed

Enterprise Ireland Customs Insights Online 
Course

1,937 Customs Insights Course participants

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund 
- Gives rapid fast-track access to innova-
tion funding

75 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been 
run with over 1,200 in attendance
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Scheme   Uptake at 6 December 2019 unless other-
wise specified   

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients ad-
dress weaknesses and improve resilience

334 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire   
a strategic consultant for a set period

1,095 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been approved

Enterprise Ireland Clear Customs Grant 219 applications have been made to access 
financial support through the scheme

Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant for Micro Export - an incentive 
for LEO clients to explore and develop new 
market opportunities

828 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

499 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme 

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 1,271 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit 

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

6,763 participants at the Brexit Information 
events  

Customs Training Participants 1,573 participants attended Customs Train-
ing

InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service 5,402 SMEs have directly engaged with the 
Brexit Advisory Service in 2019. This is in 
addition to the 4,175   engagements in 2018.

InterTradeIreland Brexit Planning Vouchers There have been 2,083 applications, 
with 1,799 approved and 8 still pending as-
sessment. 

InterTradeIreland Brexit Implementation 
Vouchers

There have been 58 applications, with 44 
approved.

Pilot Online Retail Scheme administered by 
Enterprise Ireland

11 retailers were awarded funding in March 
2019 under Call1. A second call of the 
Scheme closed on the 31 July 2019. 29 
retailers were awarded funding under Call 
2. The Pilot Online Retail Scheme has now 
concluded.

18/12/2019WRK05300Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRK05400223. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of new staff recruited to her Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each 
employment position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53636/19]

18/12/2019WRK05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Staff-
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ing resources are an ongoing priority to ensure my Department’s continued ability to facilitate 
the wide mission and volume of work in a range of challenging policy areas. This will continue 
with ongoing day-to-day review of the appropriate staffing mix across the Department in re-
sponse to known and probable priority areas.

The number of new staff recruited to my Department from January 2019 to date and the title 
of each employment position is set in tabular form below. 

Grade Number
Director of the Workplace Relations Commission 1
Registrar of the Work Place Relations Commission 1
Principal Officer 3
Assistant Principal Officer 13
Statistician 1
Higher Executive Officer 8
Legal Adviser 1
Administrative Officer 13
Executive Officer 20
Clerical Officer 33
Temporary Clerical Officer 19
Service Officer 0
Service Attendant 3
Total 116

18/12/2019WRK05600Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRK05700224. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the meetings she has had with her EU counterparts since her appointment, in tabular form. 
[53658/19]

18/12/2019WRK05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
EU agenda has always been important for Ireland and continues to be a priority. Since taking up 
office on 30 November 2017, my Ministerial colleagues, Ministers of State Pat Breen and John 
Halligan, and I have worked closely with a range of EU partners. 

The tables below list the various meetings of the Council of Ministers in both Trade and 
Competitiveness configurations, as well as the various bilateral meetings that we have attended.  
Over the same period, we have engaged with EU like-minded counterparts on an informal basis, 
usually on the margins of Council meetings. 

My Ministerial colleagues and I will continue to engage with our EU counterparts on an 
ongoing basis at numerous EU related events. 

Minister Heather Humphreys

Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
2018  
25/01/2018 House of Commons Exiting the EU Committee chaired 

by Hilary Benn MP
27/02/2018 Informal Trade Council, Sofia
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Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
27/02/2018 Didier Reynders, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs & European Affairs
27/02/2018 Greg Hands, Minister of State in the Department for 

International Trade, UK
15 & 16/05/2018 Ann Linde, Minister for EU Affairs and Trade, Sweden
22/05/2018 Formal Trade Council, Brussels
22/05/2018 Cecilia Malmstrom, European Commissioner for Trade
22/05/2018 Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture
24/05/2018 Charles Michel, Belgian Prime Minister
13/06/2018 Claire Perry, Minister of State at the Department of Busi-

ness, Energy and Industrial Strategy, UK
13/06/2018 Greg Hands, Minister of State in the Department for 

International Trade, UK
13/06/2018 Liam Fox, Secretary of State for International Trade and 

Minister of State in Department for International Trade, 
UK

4 & 5/10/2018 Informal Trade Council, Innsbruck
05/10/2018 George Hollingbery, Minister of State for Trade Policy, 

UK
05/10/2018 Ann Linde, Minister for EU Affairs and Trade, Sweden
29/11/2018 Formal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 

Council
29/11/2018 Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture
2019  
24/1/2019 Margarethe Vestager, European Commissioner for Com-

petition
12/07/2019 Claudia Dorr-Voss, State Secretary at the Ministry of 

Economic Affairs and Energy, Germany
01/10/2019 Informal Trade Council, Brussels
01/10/2019 Phil Hogan, EU Trade Commissioner-Elect

 

Minister Pat Breen 

Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
2017  
30/11/2017 Lord Henley, Minister for Business, UK
11/12/2017 Liam Fox, Secretary of State for International Trade and 

Minister of State in Department for International Trade, 
UK

10 – 13/12/2017 Sigrid Kaag, Minister for Foreign Trade and Develop-
ment Cooperation, Netherlands 

10 - 13/12/2017 Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, Secretary of State to the Minis-
ter for Europe and Foreign Affairs, France

2018  
12/03/2018 Formal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 

Council, Brussels
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Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
12/03/2018 Mariya Gabriel, European Commissioner for Digital 

Economy and Society
12/03/ & 28/05/2018 Lord Henley, UK Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

at the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy

14/03/2018 Keith Brown, Cabinet Secretary for the Economy, Jobs 
and Fair Work, Scotland

10/04/2018 Margot James, Minister of State for Culture, Communi-
cations and Creative Industries, UK

15/05/2018 Mona Keijzer, State Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
Netherlands

28/05/2018 Formal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 
Council

28/05/2018 Peter Altmaier, Federal Minister for Economic Affairs 
and Energy, Germany

28/05/2018 Tomas Huner, Minister for Industry and Trade, Czech 
Republic

11/06/2018 Jerzy Kwiecinski, Minister of Development and Invest-
ment, Poland

11/06/2018      Jadwiga Emilewicz, Minister of Enterprise and Technol-
ogy, Poland

12/06/2018      Marcin Ociepa, Minister of Entrepreneurship and Tech-
nology, Poland

12/06/2018      Tomáš Hüner, Minister for Industry and Trade, Czech 
Republic

13/06/2018      Vladamir Bartl, Czech Republic Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Trade and European Union,

14/06/2018      Ales Chmelar, State Secretary for EU Affairs, Czech 
Republic

27/06/2018 Margarete Schrambock, Minister for Digital and Eco-
nomic Affairs, Austria

16/07/2018 Informal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 
Council

22/08/2018 Ivan McKee, Minister for Trade, Investment and Innova-
tion, Scotland

09/11/2018 Formal Trade Council, Brussels
09/11/2018 George Hollingbery, Minister of State for Trade Policy, 

UK
2019  
15/04/2019 Anna Linde, Minister for Foreign Trade, Sweden
27/05/2019 Formal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 

Council, Brussels
12/06/2019 Tanil Kiik, Minister of Social Affairs, Estonia
12/06/2019 Kazimierz Kuberski, Deputy Minister of Family, Labour 

and Social Policy, Republic of Poland
05/07/2019 Informal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 

Council, Helsinki
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Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
05/07/2019 Simon Kollerup, Minister for Business, Denmark
05/07/2019 Karel Havlícek, Czech Deputy Prime Minister and Min-

ister of Industry and Trade 
16/07/2019  Dr. Eurico Brilhante Dias, Portuguese Secretary for 

Internationalisation 
26/09/2019 Formal Competitiveness (Internal Market and Industry) 

Council, Brussels
26/09/2019 Darko Horvat, Minister for Economy, Entrepreneurship 

and Crafts, Croatia
26/09/2019 Mona Keijzer, State Secretary for Economic Affairs and 

Climate Policy, Netherlands
26/09/2019  Ibrahim Baylan, Minister for Enterprise, Sweden
02/11/2019 Xiana Margarida Méndez Bértolo, Secretary of State for 

Business, Spain
10/12/2019 Marcin Ociepa, Minister for Entrepreneurship and Tech-

nology, Poland
 

Minister John Halligan

Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
2018  
02/02/2018 Informal Competitiveness (Research) Council
02/02/2018 & 10/05/2018      Minister Sam Gyimah, Minister of State for Universi-

ties, Science, Research and Innovation, UK
02/02/2018      Minister Mika Lintilä, Minister of Economic Affairs, 

Finland
02/02/2018      Minister Costas Fotakis, Minister for Research and In-

novation, Greece
17/07/2018 Informal Competitiveness (Research) Council
17/07/2018 Piotr Dardzinski, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of 

Science and Higher Education, Poland
17/07/2018 Nicolae Burnete, Minister of Research and Innovation, 

Romania
28/09/2018 Formal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Brussels
30/11/2018 Formal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Brussels
30/11/2018 Ingrid van Engelshoven, Minister of Education and Sci-

ence, Netherlands 
2019  
13/02/2019 Chris Skidmore, Minister of State for Universities, Sci-

ence, Research and Innovation, UK
19/02/2019 Formal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Brussels
14/03/2019 Minister Claude Meisch, Minister for Education, Child-

hood & Youth (LUX)
03/04/2019 Informal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Bucha-

rest 



Questions - Written Answers

118

Date of Meeting Name & Title EU Counterpart
27/06/2019 Commissioner Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner 

for Research, Science & Innovation 
04/07/2019 Informal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Helsinki 
04/07/2019 Minister Chris Skidmore, Minister of State for Universi-

ties, Science, Research & Innovation (UK)
26/09/2019 Minister Blazenka Divjak, Minister of Science & Educa-

tion Croatia
27/09/2019 Formal Competitiveness (Research) Council, Brussels

18/12/2019WRK05900Health and Safety Authority Data

18/12/2019WRK06000225. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
full complement of staff at the Health and Safety Authority; and the areas in which vacancies 
exist. [53668/19]

18/12/2019WRK06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Health and Safety Authority was established in 1989 under the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act, 1989. 

The Authority has a broad remit which includes the regulation and promotion of the safety, 
health and welfare of people at work and those affected by work activities; the regulation and 
promotion of the safe manufacture, use, placing on the market, trade and transport of chemicals; 
acting as a surveillance authority in relation to relevant single European market legislation; and 
acting as the National Accreditation Body for Ireland. 

The Authority currently employs 180 staff which equates to 172.3 whole time equivalent 
staff.

In addition, the Authority is carrying a number of vacancies in sanctioned posts which in-
clude inspectorate posts, administrative posts and accreditation officer posts. The Authority has 
experienced some delays in 2019 in filling sanctioned posts due to a competitive recruitment 
market. The Authority is, however, continuing to meet the main objectives of its annual Pro-
gramme of Work.

18/12/2019WRL00200Health and Safety Inspections

18/12/2019WRL00300226. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
average timeframe for inspection under HSA regulations; and if the delay in filling key posts is 
having an effect on same. [53669/19]

18/12/2019WRL00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Health and Safety Authority was established in 1989 under the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act, 1989.  Among the core elements of the Authority’s mandate is the regulation and pro-
motion of the safety, health and welfare of people at work and those affected by work activities.   

In any given year, the Authority completes a programme of targeted inspections which may 
be proactive or driven by specific inspection campaigns.  It also conducts investigations which 
arise from accidents reported and complaints received.  
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The time taken to undertake an inspection is not prescribed by statute and is dependent on 
the unique circumstances at the place of work under inspection and the issues identified by the 
inspector. As each inspection and investigation concerns a unique set of inter-connected factors 
it is therefore not possible to provide an average timeframe.   

The Authority currently employs 180 staff, which equates to 172.3 whole time equivalent 
staff. In addition, the Authority is carrying a number of vacancies in sanctioned posts which 
include inspectorate posts, administrative posts and accreditation officer posts. The Authority 
has experienced some delays in 2019 in filling sanctioned posts due to a competitive recruit-
ment market. The Authority is, however, continuing to meet the main objectives of its annual 
Programme of Work.

18/12/2019WRL00500Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRL00600227. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
has met with an association (details supplied) since 2016; if such meetings were requested; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [53673/19]

18/12/2019WRL00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): To 
date I have had no meeting with the organisation referred to. While I did receive a request for 
a meeting, due to a heavy schedule of engagements it was not possible to facilitate the request 
which was subsequently referred to my colleague Pat Breen, T.D., Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection 
for consideration. Minister Breen met with the association in question on 24 January, 2019 at 
the association’s request. The purpose of the meeting was to listen to the association’s concerns 
about their role in current consumer issues.

From time to time officials from my Department meet with the organisation concerned to 
discuss developments in consumer policy issues. Communication takes place in several ways 
including by telephone and by way of both formal and informal meetings.

18/12/2019WRL00800IDA Ireland Supports

18/12/2019WRL00900228. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
sanction will be provided to the IDA to deliver an advanced manufacturing facility at IDA 
grounds in Marlinstown, Mullingar. [53682/19]

18/12/2019WRL01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
There is no enterprise priority more important to me than strengthening regional development, 
including through the growth of foreign direct investment (FDI). My Department and I are do-
ing everything we can to increase and deepen FDI across the country. The energy and resources 
we have invested into that objective is, as the evidence illustrates, producing results. 

In 2018, for example, the IDA delivered 113 regional investments with 56% of net new 
jobs created outside Dublin. The last four years have seen 44,500 new FDI-driven jobs created 
outside the capital. We will do our utmost to encourage further such job growth across all parts 
of Ireland in 2020 and beyond.

The site that the Deputy is referring to is the IDA Ireland Business and Technology (B&T) 
Park which is located in Ardmore, Mullingar. The park comprises 27 hectares with 22.5 hect-
ares available for investment. The site is fully zoned and serviced and there is currently one IDA 
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client located there, namely Patterson Pumps. The IDA continues to actively market this B&T 
Park through its network of offices in Ireland and overseas. 

The IDA currently does not have plans to construct any new facilities at this B&T Park in 
Mullingar. However, the Agency keeps its property programme under continual review and will 
continue to do so into 2020. 

More broadly, the FDI trend in Westmeath is positive. There are currently 21 IDA client 
companies located in the County, employing 3,466 people. Three of these companies are lo-
cated in Mullingar, employing approximately 150 people. The wider County has seen an almost 
17% increase in FDI employment from 2017 to 2018 and the IDA actively engages with its cli-
ent base to support them in growing their business and footprint further.

18/12/2019WRL01100Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

18/12/2019WRL01200229. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the annual profile of expenditure of the Project Ireland 2040 disruptive technology fund from 
2018 to its closure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53730/19]

18/12/2019WRL01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) is a €500 million fund established under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, which extends from 2018 to 2027. The DTIF also forms a key part of Future 
Jobs Ireland and supports in particular the delivery of Pillar 1, embracing innovation and tech-
nological change. It is available for collaborative projects seeking investment in the develop-
ment and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a commercial 
basis, targeted at tackling national and global challenges.

While the fund was launched in 2018, the successful projects under Call 1 were announced 
in December of that year with payments due to fall in 2019 and subsequent years. Accordingly, 
the Government committed an initial tranche of €180m over the first four years, with funding 
to be allocated each year from 2019 to 2022, as follows: 

Year DTIF 
2019 €20m 
2020 €30m 
2021 €40m
2022 €90m

As each project funded is a multi-year project of up to 3 years, the capital allocated to proj-
ects to date is reflective of this. A total of €140m has been allocated to 43 projects under Call 1 
(27 projects with a commitment of €75 million) and Call 2 (16 projects with a commitment of 
€65 million).

The DTIF allocations for the years 2023 to 2027 have yet to be determined.

18/12/2019WRL01400Research Funding

18/12/2019WRL01500230. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the reason fundamental research is not allowed under the disruptive technology fund; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [53733/19]

18/12/2019WRL01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
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Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) is a €500 million fund established as one of 
the National Development Plan (NDP) priority initiatives under Project Ireland 2040, which 
will run from 2018 to 2027. The Fund forms a key part in the delivery of the Pillar 1 goal of 
Future Jobs Ireland to embrace innovation and technological change. 

In establishing this Fund under the National Development Plan, the Government wanted 
a competitive and challenge-based programme that would see investment in the research, de-
velopment and deployment of disruptive technologies and applications on a commercial basis 
and drive collaboration between Ireland’s world-class research base and industry as well as 
facilitating enterprises to compete directly for funding in support of the development of these 
technologies.  

In developing the Fund, my Department consulted with the enterprise and research com-
munities both at home and abroad with a view to identifying the most appropriate type of 
scheme to introduce. Arising out of these consultations, the DTIF was established to optimise 
collaboration between our excellent enterprise and research communities in complement to ex-
isting development and innovation funding supports. By focusing on industrial rather than fun-
damental research, it ensures that projects can be developed closer to commercial application 
within a shorter time period than would be possible with a fundamental research project. It also 
meant that SME partners could be integral participants. With this Fund, SMEs are enabled to 
collaborate with other enterprises including multinationals and the research community on their 
innovative solutions to global challenges, helping to create the jobs of the future and deliver real 
economic impact for Ireland.   

The DTIF is complemented by a range of other programmes under agencies of my Depart-
ment and other Departments that support basic/fundamental research, and in the case of Science 
Foundation Ireland, oriented basic research.

18/12/2019WRL01700Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRL01800231. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53737/19]

18/12/2019WRL01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
following table provides details of expenditure incurred by my Department and its Offices on 
Brexit advertising over the period 2018 to date.

2018 Type of Advertising Amount Spent 
€

Campaign/Project Name

Leaflet (Design and Print) 1,324 Summary of Brexit Sup-
ports available to Retail 
Businesses

Leaflet – Additional copies 
(print)

209 Summary of Brexit Sup-
ports available to Retail 
Businesses

Print and Delivery 610 6,000 Getting Ireland 
Brexit Ready Guides

Print and Delivery 330 3,000 Getting Ireland 
Brexit Ready Guides
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2018 Type of Advertising Amount Spent 
€

Campaign/Project Name

Design and Print 861 Brexit Preparedness 
leaflets for the National 
Ploughing Championships

Total Expendi-
ture incurred in 
2018

3,334

2019 Radio Advertising 21,914 Brexit Advertising Cam-
paign

National and Regional 
Newspaper Advertising

69,793 Brexit Advertising Cam-
paign

Newspaper Advertising 1,469 Brexit Preparedness Ad-
vertising Campaign

Newspaper Advertising 260 Brexit Preparedness Ad-
vertising Campaign

Digital Advertisement 185 Brexit PreparednessAd-
vertising (New Brexit 
Times and Digital Ads) 

Total Expendi-
ture incurred in 
2019

93,621

18/12/2019WRL02000Skills Shortages

18/12/2019WRL02100232. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
quota on employee permits for chefs will be extended in view of the shortages and in further 
view of the fact the quota for same has been reached; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [53753/19]

18/12/2019WRL02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within the 
workforce of the State and other EEA states.  Where specific skills prove difficult to source 
within the State and EEA, the employment permits system offers a conduit into the Irish labour 
market for non-EEA nationals with in-demand skills and is operated as a vacancy led system.   

Ireland operates a managed employment permit system through occupation lists, namley 
the critical skills and ineligible occuaptions lists, which are reviewed twice yearly. This is an 
evidence based process that takes account of labour market conditions and submisison from 
sectors and other stakeholders together with contextual factors. The purpose is to maximise the 
benefits of economic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting the Irish labour market. 

Since March 2018, all chef grades with experience, with the exception of commis chefs, 
have been eligible for an employment permit, today I have removed the commis chef grade, 
with two years’ experience, from the ineligible list, thereby extending eligibility for all chefs 
grades to the system.

Chefs account for the highest number of vacancies in the hospitality sector and the shortage 
of commis chefs is feeding into shortages at higher and specialist levels, this announcement to-
day will ensure that the capacity gap in filled in the short-term through the employment permit 
system.
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Taking into account the pressures on the sector, I have decided that the occupation of chef 
will no longer be subject to a quota, previously there was a  quota of 610.  This change will be 
kept under regular review to ensure that there are no adverse effects on the labour market op-
portunities for those in the industry within Ireland and across the EEA and those exiting training 
programmes seeking employment in the sector.

In addition, the current cap of two permits per establishment is no longer applicable.

18/12/2019WRL02300Departmental Strategies

18/12/2019WRL02400233. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the National Space Strategy for Enterprise 2019-2025 and its goals. [53757/19]

18/12/2019WRL02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
National Space Strategy for Enterprise 2019-2025 was launched on the 19th June 2019.  The 
strategy aims to support the development of an economically sustainable and expanding space 
active industry in Ireland.   

In order to achieve the vision, the strategy sets out six goals, as follows:

Double the space related revenue and employment in space-active Irish companies;

Support 100 companies to benefit from ESA engagement;

Double the value of contracts won through the EU Horizon programmes in space related 
activities;

Increase industry, public and international awareness of space and Ireland’s activities in 
space;

Develop and attract talent for space-active and related industries; and

Develop a sustainable Earth Observation services sector based on advanced data analytics 
capability.   

The strategy is currently in the implementation phase and activities that have taken place 
thus far include: 

- In November 2019, at the triennial European Space Agency (ESA) Ministerial Council 
meeting, the Government committed to an investment of over €100m into ESA programmes for 
the period 2020 to 2024.  This investment into ESA is a significant increase when compared to 
the previous Ministerial meeting which took place in 2016, and it is anticipated that Ireland’s 
investment will be leveraged further in the coming years through industry co-funding.  

- Ireland’s investment decisions at the Ministerial meeting were guided by the National 
Space Strategy for Enterprise and a focus was placed on programmes which will enable Irish 
companies to become actively engaged in technology transfer, which will support long-term 
quality employment and sustainable business by providing leading-edge solutions for both the 
space and complementary markets. The Government’s investment will contribute towards the 
achievement of Goal 1 and Goal 2. 

- In December 2019, the Government made a supplementary contribution of €5 million 
to ESA to fund ongoing industrial contracts between ESA and Irish companies to develop in-
novative technologies and services for the space market, in areas including Earth Observation, 
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Launchers, Technology Support and Telecommunications. This supplementary investment will 
enable the Government’s 2020 Exchequer allocation for ESA to fund new industrial activities 
between ESA and Irish companies, supporting the aims of the strategy to expand an economi-
cally sustainable space-active industry in Ireland.  

- As of December 2019, there are 70 companies engaged with ESA and the strategy is on 
track to achieve Goal 2 by 2025. 

- To support the achievement of Goal 4 and Goal 5, the Minister for Training, Skills, Inno-
vation, Research and Development, Mr. John Halligan T.D. and my Department engaged with, 
and promoted National Space Week in collaboration with Blackrock Castle Observatory. 

- A space industry day, where Irish companies engaged with ESA and three space prime 
companies, was hosted by Enterprise Ireland on 10 October 2019. Further activities are cur-
rently under development, in order to support the achievement of Goal 6. 

- The Department is currently making preparations to establish the Space Enterprise Co-
ordination Group.  This interdepartmental group will oversee the strategy and raise aware-
ness across Government of the benefits and opportunities presented by space.

18/12/2019WRL02600Work Permits Applications

18/12/2019WRL02700234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps taken to increase the speed at which work permits are being issued by sector in tabular 
form; and the number of outstanding work permits at the end of each month in 2019 that remain 
to be processed. [53773/19]

18/12/2019WRL02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the economy improves and we approach full employment, my Department continues to ex-
perience a high volume of employment permit applications which has led to some delays in 
processing applications. The current level of demand is due to our economic success, growing 
labour market and reduced labour surplus.  

Employment Permits Section is working to further reduce the current waiting times of ap-
proximately:

3-4 weeks for Trusted Partners, which account for 76% of permits issued this year (down 
from a peak of 7 weeks).  Trusted Partners are regular users of the service.

10 weeks for standard applications, which account for 24% of permits issued this year 
(down from a peak of 16 weeks).

In order to further reduce processing times, the Employment Permits section has introduced 
a number of operational changes, streamlined processes and implemented ICT solutions.  Ad-
ditional staffing resources have also been assigned to the section and a fast track training pro-
gramme has been devised.   

These processing timelines are good by international standards but they are not where we 
want them to be. I can assure the Deputy that all available resources are being deployed with 
the aim of reducing them. Whilst there is still room for improvement in relation to reducing pro-
cessing times for standard applications, it should be noted that, overall, 76% of all employment 
permit applications are currently being processed in approximately 3-4 weeks.   

The number of applications being received by my Department is currently at an 11-year 
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high.  At end November 2019, 17,216 applications have been received, an 11% increase on 
the same time last year.  At the same time there has been a 24% increase in the amount of ap-
plications processed (17,535) compared to the same period last year.  In July 2019, Employ-
ment Permits Section processed more employment permit applications (1,828) than during any 
month in the past 11 years.  Quarter 3 of 2019 was the busiest Quarter in the last 11 years with 
5,072 permit applications being processed so the changes currently being implemented within 
Employment Permits are resulting in higher outputs and reduced processing times.  

An independent Business Process Review (BPR) has been carried out to identify further 
efficiencies that can be implemented in the short term and as a first step in the development of 
a new IT processing system during 2020 which will take advantage of all the new technolo-
gies available, including full digitisation.  The Review, which included engagement from key 
stakeholders, has just been completed with the final report expected in the coming days.  It 
is anticipated that the implementation of the recommendations of the Review, including the 
implementation of a new IT processing system, will result in further streamlined processes and 
reduced processing times.

My officials have been proactively engaging with customers to notify them of current pro-
cessing timelines through email, meetings and regular updates on the Employment Permits 
section of my Department’s website.

Applicants are advised to apply for the employment permit at least 12 weeks in advance 
of the expected start date so that any impact of the current extended processing timelines on 
recruitment timeframes is minimised.  

All permit applications are processed in chronological order and not by sector. 

Details requested by the Deputy in respect of the number of outstanding employment per-
mits that remain to be processed at the end of each month in 2019 are set out in the following 
table.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq234-18-12-2013_en.pdf  “>PQ 53773</a>]

18/12/2019WRL02900Work Permits Applications

18/12/2019WRL03000235. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
steps being taken to increase the speed at which work permits are issued. [53774/19]

18/12/2019WRL03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the economy improves and we approach full employment, my Department continues to ex-
perience a high volume of employment permit applications which has led to some delays in 
processing applications. The current level of demand is due to our economic success, growing 
labour market and reduced labour surplus.  

Employment Permits Section is working to further reduce the current waiting times of ap-
proximately:

- 3-4 weeks for Trusted Partners, which account for 76% of permits issued this year (down 
from a peak of 7 weeks).  Trusted Partners are regular users of the service.

- 10 weeks for standard applications, which account for 24% of permits issued this year 
(down from a peak of 16 weeks).
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In order to further reduce processing times, the Employment Permits section has introduced 
a number of operational changes, streamlined processes and implemented ICT solutions.  Ad-
ditional staffing resources have also been assigned to the section and a fast track training pro-
gramme has been devised.   

These processing timelines are good by international standards but they are not where we 
want them to be. I can assure the Deputy that all available resources are being deployed with 
the aim of reducing them. Whilst there is still room for improvement in relation to reducing pro-
cessing times for standard applications, it should be noted that, overall, 76% of all employment 
permit applications are currently being processed in approximately 3-4 weeks.   

The number of applications being received by my Department is currently at an 11-year 
high.  At end November 2019, 17,216 applications have been received, an 11% increase on 
the same time last year.  At the same time there has been a 24% increase in the amount of ap-
plications processed (17,535) compared to the same period last year.  In July 2019, Employ-
ment Permits Section processed more employment permit applications (1,828) than during any 
month in the past 11 years.  Quarter 3 of 2019 was the busiest Quarter in the last 11 years with 
5,072 permit applications being processed so the changes currently being implemented within 
Employment Permits are resulting in higher outputs and reduced processing times.  

An independent Business Process Review (BPR) has been carried out to identify further 
efficiencies that can be implemented in the short term and as a first step in the development of 
a new IT processing system during 2020 which will take advantage of all the new technolo-
gies available, including full digitisation.  The Review, which included engagement from key 
stakeholders, has just been completed with the final report expected in the coming days.  It 
is anticipated that the implementation of the recommendations of the Review, including the 
implementation of a new IT processing system, will result in further streamlined processes and 
reduced processing times.

My officials have been proactively engaging with customers to notify them of current pro-
cessing timelines through email, meetings and regular updates on the Employment Permits 
section of my Department’s website.

Applicants are advised to apply for the employment permit at least 12 weeks in advance 
of the expected start date so that any impact of the current extended processing timelines on 
recruitment timeframes is minimised. 

18/12/2019WRL03200Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRL03300236. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of her Depart-
ment in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53785/19]

18/12/2019WRL03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Department does not own any property.

Accommodation for my Department and its Offices is provided by the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) in buildings which are either State owned or leased by the OPW on our behalf. 
Typically, the Department and its Offices are in shared accommodation, either with other De-
partments, public bodies or the private sector. The current staffing cohort of the Department and 
its Offices totals 925 staff in 11 locations across the country. 

The Department works closely with OPW colleagues to ensure the provision of appropriate, 
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fit-for-purpose accommodation that complies with health and safety legislation for our staff, 
external contractors and visitors to our buildings including members of the public. 

My Department has a dedicated Health and Safety Unit, with designated responsibility at 
Principal Officer level. The unit’s role is to provide advice to all staff on matters relating to 
health and safety at work, undertake frequent audits of our occupied buildings and to advise 
senior management on or take any precautionary action(s) it deems fit in order to minimise the 
likelihood of accidents on our premises. In any organisation of such a scale which also interacts 
with the public, there will invariably be periodic slips, trips, falls and other accidents on or in 
the environs of our occupied premises. Such accidents may result in personal injury claims be-
ing taken. 

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) is the State body which provides asset 
and liability management services to Government. The NTMA is designated as the State Claims 
Agency when performing the claims management, risk management and legal cost manage-
ment functions delegated to it under the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) 
Act 2000 and the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2014.

Therefore, all management of alleged injury claims are a matter for the State Claims Agen-
cy. My Department’s role in the handling of cases is to provide information as requested by the 
State Claims Agency in cases of alleged accidents on Departmental occupied premises. Such 
cases typically take several years to run their course, particularly where contested through the 
courts. There are six cases ongoing which are of relevance to my Department. 

Where cases are settled in favour of the plaintiff the State Claims Agency bears the initial 
costs involved and then recoups from the relevant Department. The recoupments made by the 
Department to the State Claims Agency the over the period 2016 to date are set out in the fol-
lowing table.    

Year   Recouped to State Claims Agency    
2016 Nil
2017 Nil
2018 €159,785
To date in 2019 €52,101

18/12/2019WRL03500Local Enterprise Offices

18/12/2019WRL03600237. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the additional resources which will be provided to local enterprise offices in view of the recent 
OECD report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53804/19]

18/12/2019WRL03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A 
key objective for me as Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation and for this Govern-
ment as part of our Future Jobs Ireland Initiative is to nurture entrepreneurship and support our 
businesses and workers to prepare now for tomorrow’s world. Our small and medium enterpris-
es are the largest employers in the economy, with 70 per cent of our workers are employed by 
an SME, which highlights the crucial importance of Ireland’s indigenous businesses to stability 
and growth in every region. That is why I commissioned the OECD to undertake this detailed 
review into Ireland’s SME and entrepreneurship policies in March 2018.

My Department will draft a single national strategic document for SME and entrepreneur-
ship policy outlining all planned policy interventions in this field in the medium term. It will 
include information drawn from the range of existing national policy statements referencing 
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SMEs and entrepreneurship as well as other Department and Agency plans. 

The strategy will set out the policy vision, objectives, targets, lines of action and perfor-
mance indicators specific to SMEs and entrepreneurship. It will cover all areas of policy inter-
vention and all SME and entrepreneurship populations. 

The OECD’s recommendations will be considered in the formulation of a new government 
strategy on SMEs and Entrepreneurship. I have established a new SME and Entrepreneurship 
Consultation Group of key stakeholders, with my colleague Minister Breen as chair, to consider 
the review and areas for action, this consultation is ongoing, and I will announce an ambitious 
new national SME and Entrepreneurship strategy in due course.

Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRL03750238. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the capital expenditure by her Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location 
and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of 
each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [53837/19]

18/12/2019WRL04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
the time available, it has not been possible to provide the requested information. I have asked 
the state agencies under the remit of my Department to provide the details requested and I will 
respond in full to the Deputy as soon as the information is collated. 

18/12/2019WRL03800Regional Development

18/12/2019WRL03900239. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of visits arranged by job creation agencies, the IDA, and Enterprise Ireland to coun-
ties Louth, Meath, Cavan, Monaghan, Kildare and Wicklow by location of town, for example, 
Drogheda and Dundalk and so on in each of the past three years; the outcome of such visits; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [53862/19]

18/12/2019WRL04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
gional development remains a key priority for myself and my Department. We understand the 
importance of achieving the best possible spread of employment and investment across the 
country and my Department and its Agencies have been working hard towards that goal. That 
will remain the case in 2020 and beyond. 

It is therefore very positive that significant progress has already been made towards that 
objective. For example, 58% of all IDA client-supported employment is now situated outside 
Dublin. This figure represents the highest level of regional employment in the history of the 
Agency and reflects the significant energy and resources invested into supporting regional de-
velopment. We will be seeking to increase that number again in 2020.

Data on IDA Ireland site visits is collated on a county by county basis. Information on site 
visits to specific locations - including individual towns - is therefore unavailable. For commer-
cial sensitivity reasons, the IDA does not provide information on the outcome of individual site 
visits. Enterprise Ireland does conduct host site visits. 

The following table outlines the number of IDA site visits to Counties Louth, Meath, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Kildare and Wicklow from 2016 until Q3 2019.  
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County 2016 2017 2018 Q1-Q3 2019
Louth 24 22 20 32
Meath 8 3 6 3
Cavan 2 2 2 6
Monaghan 2 1 3 4
Kildare 8 10 8 8
Wicklow 5 2 1 6

18/12/2019WRL04100Work Permits Eligibility

18/12/2019WRL04200240. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when additional categories will be added to the scheme for work permits; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [53879/19]

18/12/2019WRL04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permit system is managed through the operation of the Critical Skills Occupations 
List and the Ineligible Occupations List for the purposes of granting an employment permit.  
The Lists are subject to twice-yearly review which is predicated on a formalised and evidence-
based process and involves consideration of the research undertaken by the Skills and Labour 
Market Research Unit (Solas), the Expert Group of Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the National 
Skills Council, and input by relevant Government Departments in addition to the public consul-
tation phase.  Submissions to the review process are also considered by the Economic Migra-
tion Policy Interdepartmental Group chaired by my Department .

The second review of 2019 has just been completed.  Thirty four submissions were received 
from a range of employers, employer representative bodies and NGOs.  The submissions, the 
views of relevant Government Departments and Offices/Agencies have input into the review 
and the recommendations have been considered by the Interdepartmental Group on Economic 
Migration Policy. 

I have very recently received the report of the review, I intend to make an announcement on 
the outcome of the review in the coming days.

18/12/2019WRL04400State Claims Agency

18/12/2019WRL04500241. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of medical claims 
outstanding with the State Claims Agency; the potential cost of such claims; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53450/19]

18/12/2019WRL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statu-
tory remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negligence, 
on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s) including the Health Service Executive. 

I have been informed by the State Claims Agency that there are currently 3,383 clinical 
claims under active management. The Outstanding Estimated Liability of these claims is cur-
rently €2,717,118,325. This information was extracted from the National Incident Management 
Framework (NIMS) and is correct as of 16/12/2019.
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18/12/2019WRL04700Nursing Homes Support Scheme

18/12/2019WRL04800242. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timeline for amendments 
being considered jointly by his Department and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government to encourage the use of vacant properties under the fair deal scheme. [53660/19]

18/12/2019WRL04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Under NHSS rental 
income is considered income for the purpose of the financial assessment, and is assessed at 80% 
less any allowable deductions. Allowable deductions include income tax and, therefore, any in-
come tax arising from rental income should be deducted; other deductions include some health 
expenses, levies required by law to be paid, and interest on some loans in respect of a person’s 
principal private residence.

Action 17 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector commits the Department of Housing, Plan-
ning, and Local Government (DHPLG) to examine the treatment, under the Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme’s financial assessment, of income from the rental of a person’s principal pri-
vate residence where they move into long term residential care. My officials are working with 
DHPLG officials and examining a number of possible options. I am not in a position, however, 
to provide detail on these as discussions and detailed examination are ongoing and any potential 
proposals have not been finalised.

18/12/2019WRL05000Dental Services 

18/12/2019WRL05100243. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason there has been no 
dental services available in Tubbercurry, County Sligo for 12 months; and when a dentist will 
be appointed. [53455/19]

18/12/2019WRL05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRL05300Respite Care Services Funding

18/12/2019WRL05400244. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 393 of 19 November 2019, the status of the closure of a centre (details supplied); the 
efforts made to prevent its closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53457/19]

18/12/2019WRL05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 
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18/12/2019WRL05600Hospital Appointments Administration

18/12/2019WRL05700245. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied). [53459/19]

18/12/2019WRL05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/12/2019WRL05900Hospital Appointments Administration

18/12/2019WRL06000246. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will receive an outpatient appointment to see an ear, nose and throat con-
sultant at the South Infirmary Victoria Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53466/19]

18/12/2019WRL06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/12/2019WRM00200Departmental Funding

18/12/2019WRM00300247. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the annual education and 
development funding for the INMO; and the comparative funding for the HSCP national office 
[53469/19]

18/12/2019WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department advises me that there is no 
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evidence of any payments to either of these two organisations. I will ask the HSE to check their 
records and advise the Deputy accordingly.

18/12/2019WRM00500Nursing Staff Data

18/12/2019WRM00600248. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the comparative figure for 
health and social care professions in view of the fact that going forward, 2% of all nursing and 
midwifery posts are guaranteed to be at advanced practice level [53470/19]

18/12/2019WRM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Advanced Nurse Practitioners are educated 
to master’s degree level and have the competencies to be senior decision makers that undertake 
a comprehensive advanced physical and/or mental health assessment of patients with complex 
multiple healthcare needs. 

They can interpret the results of multiple different assessments and investigations to make 
a diagnosis, and plan and deliver care.  As team leaders they can confidently and competently 
make ethical, evidence based decisions and interventions and use appropriate therapies when 
faced with complexity and assess and manage the risk associated with these decisions. The 
ANPs can prescribe and work with individuals to manage their medicines. 

The recent Nursing Agreement envisages that, in tandem with the roll out of the Framework 
on Safe Staffing and Skill Mix, the number of Advance Nurse Practitioners should be increased, 
moving to a minimum of 2% of the nursing workforce. 

As there is no health and social care professional equivalent of the role outlined above, it is 
not possible to provide a comparative figure. 

18/12/2019WRM00800Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRM00900249. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be appointed to a vacant pharmaceutical technician position in Wexford General Hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53481/19]

18/12/2019WRM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRM01100Mental Health Services Expenditure

18/12/2019WRM01200250. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff for 
mental health services in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the original esti-
mate for expenditure for mental health agency staff in each year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53487/19]

18/12/2019WRM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM01400Mental Health Services Staff
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18/12/2019WRM01500251. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
whole-time equivalents required to be recruited for the full implementation of A Vision for 
Change in view of demographic changes; and the teams and specialties in which the additional 
staff are required by CHO area in tabular form [53488/19]

18/12/2019WRM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM01700Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM01800252. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric nurses 
who graduated in 2018; the number hired by the HSE on full-time contracts; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53489/19]

18/12/2019WRM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM02000Mental Health Services Expenditure

18/12/2019WRM02100253. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount expended on mental 
health in 2018 as a total amount and as a percentage of the overall health budget [53490/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM02300Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM02400254. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of approved consul-
tant psychiatric posts by speciality; the number filled on a temporary basis; the number filled 
by doctors not on the specialist register; the number unfilled, vacant or unmatched; the location 
of these unfilled, vacant or unmatched posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53491/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM02600Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM02700255. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of the 
posts from the 2018 €55 million funding for mental health; the number of posts the allocation 
supports; the number of posts filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53492/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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18/12/2019WRM02900Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM03000256. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent posts filled within mental health as of 30 June 2019; the number of whole-time 
equivalent posts filled in mental health as of 30 June 2009; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [53493/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM03200Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM03300257. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of approved psychi-
atric nursing posts by speciality; the number filled on a temporary basis; the number unfilled, 
vacant or unmatched; the location of the posts unfilled, vacant or unmatched; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [53494/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM03500Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM03600258. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of psychiatric nurses 
entitled to retire as of 11 December 2019; the number of same entitled to retire within the next 
five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53495/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have requested the HSE to respond directly 
on this matter.

18/12/2019WRM03800Mental Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRM03900259. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
inpatient beds here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53496/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM04100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM04200260. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of additional staff 
appointed to CAMHS in each CHO to date in 2019; the net increase in staff numbers resulting 
from such recruitment in each CHO to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [53497/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

18/12/2019WRM04400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRM04500261. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult health units to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53498/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM04700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRM04800262. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
CAMHS waiting lists by age and gender in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [53499/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM05000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM05100263. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of staff working in 
CAMHS; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53500/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM05300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRM05400264. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children await-
ing a primary care psychology appointment on 30 November 2019; the number waiting over 3 
months and over one, two and three years, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [53501/19]

18/12/2019WRM05500268. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a psychology appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the 
number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [53506/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 264 and 
268 together.

As this question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.
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18/12/2019WRM05700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

18/12/2019WRM05800265. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels of CAMHS in 
south County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53502/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRM06000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

18/12/2019WRM06100266. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of each of the recom-
mendations of national youth mental health task force; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [53503/19]

18/12/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Youth 
Mental Health Task Force was established in response to an undertaking in the Programme for 
Partnership Government. The Task Force report was published in December 2017 and it was 
suggested that the time-frame for full implementation should be three years. The report made 
recommendations in 10 different themed areas. It also identified lead agencies associated with 
each recommendation that would be tasked with developing and/or implementing these as ap-
propriate. 

Since publication of the Task Force report, a number of the recommendations have been 
incorporated into the service plans of lead agencies for 2018/2019. The implementation of these 
recommendations has been on-going. A small number of recommendations require further con-
sideration. It is anticipated that the majority of recommendations will be implemented by 2021. 
Related to this, approval is currently being sought from DPER to establish a Pathfinder inter-
departmental unit on youth mental health. 

 In addition, the successor document to a Vision for Change also supports full implementa-
tion of outstanding Task Force recommendations before December 2020. A full list of updates 
on initiatives is attached for your information.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-20_pq266-18-12-19_en.docx”>Task Force</a>]

18/12/2019WRN00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRN00300267. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a CAMHS appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the 
number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53505/19]

18/12/2019WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Question No. 268 answered with Question No. 264.
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18/12/2019WRN00600Audiology Services Data

18/12/2019WRN00700269. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting an audiology appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the 
number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53507/19]

18/12/2019WRN00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRN00900Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRN01000270. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting an ophthalmology appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; 
the number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53508/19]

18/12/2019WRN01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRN01200Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRN01300271. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a dietetic appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the num-
ber waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53509/19]

18/12/2019WRN01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/12/2019WRN01500Speech and Language Therapy Data

18/12/2019WRN01600272. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a speech and language therapy appointment; the number awaiting initial 
assessment, initial therapy and further therapy, respectively; the number waiting less than 12 
months; the number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53510/19]

18/12/2019WRN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/12/2019WRN01800Physiotherapy Provision

18/12/2019WRN01900273. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a physiotherapy appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the 
number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [53511/19]

18/12/2019WRN02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/12/2019WRN02100Occupational Therapy Data

18/12/2019WRN02200274. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting an occupational therapy appointment; the number waiting less than 12 
months; the number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53512/19]

18/12/2019WRN02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/12/2019WRN02400Health Services Data

18/12/2019WRN02500275. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting an appointment for hospital treatment; the number waiting less than 12 
months; the number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53513/19]

18/12/2019WRN02600276. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a diagnostics appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the 
number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53514/19]

18/12/2019WRN02700278. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting an ENT appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the number 
waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53516/19]

18/12/2019WRN02800279. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a tonsil appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the number 
waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53517/19]

18/12/2019WRN02900280. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a treatment purchase fund appointment; the number waiting less than 12 
months; the number waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53518/19]

18/12/2019WRN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 275, 276 
and 278 to 280, inclusive, together.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. In this regard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for 
hospital appointments and procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
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waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. 

My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. The National Service Plan 2020 will set out HSE planned activity level for the year 
ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide additionality to improve 
access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular focus on hospital outpatient services. 

In relation to the specific queries regarding children in County Wexford, the NTPF has pro-
vided the data requested for Outpatient, Inpatient /Day Case, ENT and Tonsils waiting lists, in 
the following tables.

With regard to children in County Wexford who are waiting for a diagnostic appointment, 
the HSE advise that a pilot project was commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Divi-
sion to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been sup-
ported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across the 
system including the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise 

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) further advise that they do not currently 
store patient demographic data (including names, addresses or dates of birth) for patients on the 
Diagnostics waiting list and hence do not have the data to provide an answer to this query. The 
Diagnostics waiting list data is aggregated to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MRI and Ultrasound. The data is not intended to be 
used for the active management of hospital diagnostics waiting lists.

In relation to the number of children in County Wexford awaiting an NTPF appointment,  
the NTPF works with public hospitals, as opposed to with patients directly, to offer and provide 
the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day 
case waiting list for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment 
by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While 
the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time 
spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of 
NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital.

While children with addresses in County Wexford may have been approved for NTPF fund-
ed treatment, the NTPF issues the authorisation notices to the relevant hospital and does not 
collate the data by the area of residence of the patients.

Inpatient/Day Case  - Children with an Area of Residence in Co.Wexford by Wait Time 
Band as at 28/11/2019

< 12 
Months

12-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

> 48 
Months

Grand 
Total

Grand 
Total

129 25 16 1 1 172

Otolaryngology (ENT) Inpatient/Day Case Waiting List for Children with an Area of 
Residence in Co. Wexford by Wait Time Band as at 28/11/2019
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< 12 
Months

12-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

> 48 
Months

Grand 
Total

Grand 
Total

16 0 0 0 1 17

Inpatient/Day Case Waiting List for a Tonsils Procedure for Children with an Area of 
Residence in Co. Wexford by Wait Time Band as at 28/11/2019

< 12 
Months

12-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

> 48 
Months

Grand 
Total

Grand 
Total

5 0 0 0 1 6

Waiting List for a first Outpatient Appointment for Children with an Area of Residence in 
Co. Wexford by Wait Time Band as at 28/11/2019

<12 
Months

12-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

> 48 
Months

Grand 
Total

Grand 
Total

1314 469 273 97 17 2170

18/12/2019WRN03200Dental Services Data

18/12/2019WRN03300277. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Wexford awaiting a dental appointment; the number waiting less than 12 months; the number 
waiting more than 12, 24, 36 and 48 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53515/19]

18/12/2019WRN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 278 to 280, inclusive, answered with Question No. 275.

18/12/2019WRN03800Ambulance Service Data

18/12/2019WRN03900281. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the average handover time in 
which responsibility for the patient is transferred from the ambulance service to the hospital in 
respect of ambulances arriving at the emergency department at Cork University Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53524/19]

18/12/2019WRN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the the Deputy. 

18/12/2019WRN04100Hospital Beds Data

18/12/2019WRN04200282. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to open additional 
acute beds at Cork University Hospital during the winter months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53525/19]
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18/12/2019WRN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) has agreed, at my request, to support the marginal costs of funding additional beds 
for three months to the end of March 2020. This initiative will support the commitment by the 
HSE and my Department to alleviate winter pressures in our  hospital system. Hospitals have 
been invited to make submissions to the NTPF to utilise this funding. To date, the NTPF has 
approved in principle, subject to appropriate governance and oversight, 172 additional beds 
including an additional 20 beds in CUH. 

These beds will be funded from the NTPF budget at a cost of approximately €4.6 million. 
Furthermore, the NTPF is currently assessing further proposals which are still being received. 
Given the challenges facing the Emergency Departments, with the exceptionally high use of 
trolleys for patients, I would urge all hospital groups and individual hospitals, which have not 
already done so, to engage with the NTPF to identify proposals to provide additional bed capac-
ity for the winter period.

18/12/2019WRN04400Hospital Staff Data

18/12/2019WRN04500283. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing and 
consultant vacancies in each hospital in County Cork in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53526/19]

18/12/2019WRN04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRN04700Hospital Services

18/12/2019WRN04800284. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for the de-
velopment a new long-stay facility at St. Finbarr’s Hospital, County Cork; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53534/19]

18/12/2019WRN04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

18/12/2019WRN05000Primary Care Centres

18/12/2019WRN05100285. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for the 
development of a primary care centre at a location (details supplied) in County Cork; the steps 
in the process; when the primary care centre will be developed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53535/19]

18/12/2019WRN05200286. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for the 
development of a primary care centre at a location (details supplied) in County Cork; the steps 
in the process; when the primary care centre will be developed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53536/19]

18/12/2019WRN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 285 and 
286 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
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of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRO00200Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

18/12/2019WRO00300287. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adolescents in Cork city and county on a waiting list for orthodontic assessment and treatment, 
respectively; the length of time they have been waiting; the number of consultants providing 
such services in the location; the vacancies in this regard; the steps being taken to reduce the 
waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53544/19]

18/12/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRO00500Medical Aids and Appliances Applications Data

18/12/2019WRO00600288. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
the CHO4 area awaiting an appliance in six-monthly wait intervals; the number waiting more 
than 12 months; the breakdown of the different types of appliances including, for example, a 
specialised wheelchair, hoist, shower chair and orthotics; the estimated funding needed to clear 
the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53546/19]

18/12/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRO00800Home Help Service Eligibility

18/12/2019WRO00900289. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if home help will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied); if the case will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53547/19]

18/12/2019WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRO01100Motorised Transport Grant

18/12/2019WRO01200290. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the status of the reintroduction 
of the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53555/19]

18/12/2019WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and the 
Motorised Transport Grant Schemes in 2013.

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a 
Memorandum to Government on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Fol-
lowing Cabinet consideration, the Memorandum was withdrawn at that time.  I intend to revert 
to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions at that Cabinet 
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meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris, on the best way to prog-
ress the Transport Support Payment Scheme.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

The Deputy may wish to note that in July last, my colleague the Minister for Rural and 
Community Development, announced CLÁR funding of €890,632 to 20 voluntary commu-
nity organisations. This funding will support the purchase and/or fit out of vehicles to provide 
transport for people in rural areas with mobility issues. It will support voluntary organisations 
that provide:- 

-  transport for people with significant mobility issues, including those requiring specialised  
wheelchair accessible vehicles, to day-care or other medical, therapeutic or respite services; or 

-  transport to/from designated cancer treatment hospitals/centres under the National Cancer 
Care Programme.  

The Deputy might be interested to know that the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection, Regina Doherty T.D., has commissioned research into the cost of disability.  
The cost of disability can be defined as the amount it costs a person with a disability to achieve 
the same standard of living as those persons without a disability.  This includes extra living 
costs such as heating; disability aids and equipment; medical and drug costs; care costs and 
transport costs.  Following a procurement process, Indecon International Consultants have been 
commissioned by that Department to carry out this research.  It is hoped that the research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, from a whole-of-Government perspective. 

There are improvements in access to a range of transport supports available to persons with 
disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government Departments, 
agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport services.  Under 
the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has 
responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of public transport 
for people with a disability. 

18/12/2019WRO01400Physiotherapy Provision

18/12/2019WRO01500291. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health area on a waiting list for physiotherapy; the number waiting less than three, three to 
six, six to 12 and more than 12 months and by age category; and the equivalent figures for the 
same period in 2018 [53558/19]

18/12/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/12/2019WRO01700National Treatment Purchase Fund Data
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18/12/2019WRO01800292. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that re-
ceived treatment under the national treatment purchase fund in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; 
the category of procedures; the number of persons treated under each category of procedure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53563/19]

18/12/2019WRO01900293. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of opera-
tions and procedures carried out under the national treatment purchase fund in each of the past 
three years by specialty; the estimated cost of such operations or treatments had such been car-
ried out in a HSE hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53564/19]

18/12/2019WRO02000294. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Galway who had orthopaedic treatment or operations carried out under the national treatment 
purchase fund in each of the past five years [53565/19]

18/12/2019WRO02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 292 to 294, 
inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy is currently being collated by officials in my De-
partment and will be provided to the Deputy directly as soon as it becomes available.

18/12/2019WRO02400Hospital Facilities

18/12/2019WRO02500295. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ortho-
paedic treatment at Merlin Park University Hospital; the progress of plans for new operating 
theatre facilities; when the backlog of persons waiting for orthopaedic treatment at the hospital 
will be cleared; the steps being taken to tackle the waiting list; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53566/19]

18/12/2019WRO02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRO02700Hospital Beds Data

18/12/2019WRO02800296. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of the 190 new 
beds he announced recently which will go to Naas General Hospital; when the new beds will be 
introduced into hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53580/19]

18/12/2019WRO02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) has agreed, at my request, to support the marginal costs of funding additional beds 
for three months to the end of March 2020. This initiative will support the commitment by the 
HSE and my Department to alleviate winter pressures in our hospital system. Hospitals have 
been invited to make submissions to the NTPF to utilise this funding. To date, the NTPF has 
approved in principle, subject to appropriate governance and oversight, 172 additional beds. 
These beds will be funded from the NTPF budget at a cost of approximately €4.6 million. This 
will include 25 additional beds in Peamount Hospital to facilitate egress from Naas Hospital, 
St. James’ Hospital and Tallaght University Hospital.

Furthermore, the NTPF is currently assessing further proposals which are still being re-
ceived. Given the challenges facing the Emergency Departments, with the exceptionally high 
use of trolleys for patients, I would urge all hospital groups and individual hospitals, which 
have not already done so, to engage with the NTPF to identify proposals to provide additional 
bed capacity for the winter period. 
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18/12/2019WRO03000Hospital Appointments Status

18/12/2019WRO03100297. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied) [53583/19]

18/12/2019WRO03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/12/2019WRO03300General Practitioner Services Provision

18/12/2019WRO03400298. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the shortage of general practitioners in Monasterevin, County Kildare; his plans to 
encourage general practitioners to set up in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53584/19]

18/12/2019WRO03500299. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the shortage of general practitioners in Kildare town; his plans to encourage general 
practitioners to set up in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53585/19]

18/12/2019WRO03600300. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the shortage of general practitioners in Athy, County Kildare; his plans to encour-
age general practitioners to set up in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53586/19]

18/12/2019WRO03700301. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the shortage of general practitioners in Newbridge, County Kildare; his plans to en-
courage general practitioners to set up in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53587/19]

18/12/2019WRO03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 298, 299, 
300 and 301 together.

The Government is aware of the workforce issues facing general practice, including those 
affecting rural areas, and has implemented a range of measures in recent years to improve re-
cruitment and retention in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced.
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The recent Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see an increase in expenditure on GP 
services of €210 million annually by 2023, providing significant increases in capitation fees for 
participating GPs, and increases in supports for rural practices and practices in urban areas of 
deprivation.

Improved family friendly arrangements are an important feature of the revised contractual 
arrangements, with an increase in the locum rate for maternity and paternity cover, and an 
increase in the paternity leave allowance from 3 days to 2 weeks. This is in recognition of the 
need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family commitments.

In addition, the number of medical graduates undertaking GP training has increased from 
120 in 2009 to 192 filled places in 2019, with a further increase expected next year. In a recent 
press release, the Irish College of General Practitioners stated it had received the highest ever 
number of applications for its 2020 GP training programme.

Currently there are almost 2,500 GPs contracted to provide services under the GMS Scheme 
and as at 1 December, 25 panels, or approximately 1%, are vacant. There are no GMS GP va-
cancies in Newbridge, Athy, Monasterevin, or Kildare town.

18/12/2019WRO04200Services for People with Disabilities

18/12/2019WRO04300302. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if sufficient school services have 
been put in place for a person (details supplied) [53589/19]

18/12/2019WRO04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRO04500National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

18/12/2019WRO04600303. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied) through the national treatment purchase fund. [53592/19]

18/12/2019WRO04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The NTPF works with public hospitals, as 
opposed to with patients directly, to offer and provide the funding for treatment to clinically 
suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery, having 
been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/specialist at an 
outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While 
the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time 
spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of 
NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
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deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/12/2019WRO04800Ambulance Service

18/12/2019WRO04900304. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the investigation into 
the circumstances of an ambulance service call-out in the case of a person (details supplied) 
[53601/19]

18/12/2019WRO05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply. 

18/12/2019WRO05100Air Quality

18/12/2019WRO05200305. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if he has commissioned a study 
or research into the number of persons negatively impacted by NOx emissions from diesel ve-
hicles since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53614/19]

18/12/2019WRO05300306. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the cost to the public health system 
as a result of health-related cases linked to NOx emissions from diesel vehicles since 2008; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53615/19]

18/12/2019WRO05400307. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the impact of diesel NOx emissions 
on the public health system in terms of chronic breathing problems and related illnesses; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53616/19]

18/12/2019WRO05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 305 to 307, 
inclusive, together.

Policy responsibility for air quality, which would include emissions from cars, is a matter 
for the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

I have not commissioned any study or research into the number of persons negatively im-
pacted by NOx emissions from diesel vehicles nor does my Department hold information re-
garding the cost to the public health system of health-related cases linked to NOx emissions.    

18/12/2019WRP00300Hospitals Data

18/12/2019WRP00400308. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 163 of 12 December 2019, the number of removals from the outpatient list which 
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were as a result of a patient being deceased. [53623/19]

18/12/2019WRP00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Validation is the process whereby hospital 
administration contacts patients on waiting lists at pre-planned intervals during the year to 
ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital appointment 
or wish to be removed from the list. The validation of waiting lists can help provide clean, ac-
curate, up to date waiting list data which reflects the true demand for hospital services.

The National Centralised Validation Unit (NCVU) advises that since its establishment in 
November 2018 and up to the end of October, they have completed 236 validation cycles, 
across 36 hospitals, resulting in over 229,000 patients being contacted and over 40,500 patients 
being removed from the Inpatient/Day Case and Outpatient waiting lists.

The outstanding hospitals have engaged with the NTPF and have been allocated a time slot 
for validation in the next 3-6 months.

The NCVU has confirmed that the NTPF does not collect specific patient personal reasons 
for removal as a result of validation. 

The 2 categories for validation removal collected by the NTPF are: 

-  Patient requests removal from the waiting list 

-  Patient removed from the waiting list due to non-response 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/12/2019WRP00600Home Help Service Provision

18/12/2019WRP00700309. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a person (details supplied) has been allocated the necessary home help 
hours in order to return home but has been informed that the funding is not available for the 
hours; his plans to tackle the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53625/19]

18/12/2019WRP00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRP00900Home Help Service

18/12/2019WRP01000310. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of occurrences 
of home help hours being awarded without the funding in place to deliver the hours in each of 
the past three years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53626/19]

18/12/2019WRP01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRP01200Hospital Services
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18/12/2019WRP01300311. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the previous time resources 
were increased to the stoma colorectal clinical nurse specialists service in Crumlin Children’s 
Hospital; the resourcing for the service in the past five years in tabular form; his plans to ad-
equately fund the service in view of the ongoing demands on the service which have resulted 
in children and their parents experiencing long delays; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53627/19]

18/12/2019WRP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Children’s Health Ireland to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

18/12/2019WRP01500Childcare Services Provision

18/12/2019WRP01600312. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 110 of 13 November 2019, if he has engaged with the Department of Education 
and Skills to explore the provision of crèche facilities in the development of a permanent school 
building for two schools (details supplied) in view of the need for childcare places in Goat-
stown, Dublin 14; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53628/19]

18/12/2019WRP01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Health has no role in the provision of crèche places.  Questions around such provision 
should be directed to the Department of Children and Youth affairs.

With regard to the Deputy’s reference to a specific site  ,  the Department of Education and 
Skills has advised the following:

 The Department of Education and Skill’s responsibility is to provide sufficient accommoda-
tion to meet 20,000 new and replacement school places each year, to ensure that every child has 
a school place. The  site in question has been acquired for school purposes. The Department of 
Education and Skills does not have any remit for the provision of accommodation for crèche 
facilities.

18/12/2019WRP01800Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRP01900313. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of times he has 
met with the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board from May 2016 to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [53634/19]

18/12/2019WRP02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have met with members of the NPHDB, 
including a visit to the new children hospital site on 28th August 2019 and most recently a meet-
ing with the Chair and Chief Officer of the NPHDB on 18th November 2019. 

I am updated on a regular basis on developments relating to the new children’s hospital by 
Departmental officials through the oversight channels detailed below.  Department officials en-
gage with the NPHDB on an on-going basis in relation to any relevant issues arising including 
areas such as ICT, equipping, communication and milestone events organisation. Department 
officials also engage on an on-going basis with the NPHDB in relation to other NPHDB matters 
such as NPHDB membership, staffing and annual accounts. There are also formal meetings that 
Department officials and the NPHDB Project Director of the NPHDB attend which are outlined 
below. 

The Children’s Hospital Project and Programme (CHP&P) Board is chaired by the Secre-
tary General of the Department of Health and membership is comprised of officials from my 
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Department and the HSE as follows: Assistant Secretary of the Acute Hospital Policy Division 
in the Department of Health, the Director General of the HSE and the HSE Deputy Director 
General Strategy (DDG). The Project Director of the National Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board (NPHDB) also attends CHP&P Board meetings. The CHP&P Board held its first meeting 
in September 2017 and monitors the progress of the CHP&P against the agreed parameters of 
the programme in relation to timeline, scope and funding. 

The CHP&P Board has met at least every quarter since its establishment. 12 Meetings have 
taken place as follows: 14th September 2017, 12th December 2017, 17th January 2018, 14th 
March 2018, 20th June 2018, 19th September 2018, 16th November 2018, 11th December 
2018, 18th December 2018, 1st April 2019, 2nd July 2019 and 12th October 2019.  In relation to 
communications with the NPHDB, in addition to CHP&P Board a Children’s Hospital Project 
and Programme (CHP&P) Steering Group is in place to direct the overall programme of work. 
Department officials and the NPHDB Project Director are members of the CHP&P Steering 
Group. The Steering Group reports to the CHP&P Board and the Chair of the CHP&P Steering 
Group presents a report to the CHP&P Board meetings setting out any issues that need to be 
considered or decided at CHP&P Board level. 

The Steering Group was established in May 2017 and has met 24 times to date as follows: 
26th May 2017,  29th August 2017,  20th October 2017,  22nd November 2017,  25th January 
2018,  26th February 2018,  26th March 2018,  23rd April 2018,  31st May 2018,  25th June 
2018,  27th August 2018,  24th September 2018,  22nd October 2018, 10th December 2018, 
17th December 2018, 25th February 2019, 25th March 2019, 25th April 2019, 27th May 2019, 
24th June 2019, 26th August 2019, 23rd September 2019, 21st October 2019 and 16th De-
cember 2019.  From 2014 to 2017 a Steering Group, chaired by the Assistant Secretary, Acute 
Hospitals Division, reporting to the Secretary General, was in place to oversee, monitor and 
support the project. The NPHDB Chair and Project Director were members of that Group. That 
Group met 22 times.

18/12/2019WRP02100Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRP02200314. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of new staff re-
cruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employment position; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [53645/19]

18/12/2019WRP02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following table sets out the number of 
new entrants to the listed employment positions in the Department of Health since January 2019 
to date.

The figures include individuals from open competitions, individuals who were seconded 
into the Department and those existing civil servants who were successful in internal, interde-
partmental and open promotion competitions. The figures include existing members of staff of 
the Department who were promoted to a more senior grade and remained within the Depart-
ment of Health.

New Entrants 2019
Secretary General 0
Deputy Secretary 0
Assistant Secretary 0
Principal Officer 13
Assistant Principal 45
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New Entrants 2019
Higher Executive Officer 16
Administrative Officer 15
Executive Officer 18
Clerical Officer 27
Deputy Chief Medical Officer 0
Legal Adviser 0
Accountant 0
Service Officer 0
TOTAL 134

18/12/2019WRP02400Ambulance Service

18/12/2019WRP02500315. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the case of a call for an am-
bulance (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53655/19]

18/12/2019WRP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, it has been referred 
to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply. 

18/12/2019WRP02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRP02800316. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in nurs-
ing homes under the fair deal scheme that have a residential property registered in their name 
which is included as part of the assessment for the scheme; the number of these homes that 
have a family member residing in them; the number of homes that are rented or generating an 
income; and the number that are vacant [53659/19]

18/12/2019WRP02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/12/2019WRP03000Drugs Payment Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRP03100317. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of reducing 
the monthly threshold on the drug payment scheme for a family to €62.50; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53663/19]

18/12/2019WRP03200318. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of reducing 
the monthly threshold on the drug payment scheme for a family to €42; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53664/19]

18/12/2019WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 317 and 
318 together.

Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory 
responsibility for the administration of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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18/12/2019WRP03500Community Care

18/12/2019WRP03600319. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if patient advocacy groups will 
have an input into the new pilot home care scheme; when consultation will commence; and 
when the pilot scheme will be in operation [53675/19]

18/12/2019WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Enabling people to 
continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a long-standing objective of 
the Government.  To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new statutory 
scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services.  Sláintecare commits to the 
establishment of this scheme by the end of 2021.

Throughout 2019, the Department of Health has been engaged in designing the scheme 
based on continual enhancement of existing service-provision and on good practice internation-
ally in relation to health and social care delivery.  

As part of Budget 2020, €7m has been allocated for the testing of the new model of service 
delivery envisaged as part of the  development of the statutory home-support scheme.   My 
Department is working with the HSE to finalise the plan for the testing phase which is expected 
to take place throughout 2020.

I consider stakeholder engagement to be a critical part of the development of the statu-
tory home support scheme and my Department has already undertaken a public consultation, a 
policy dialogue and has met with key stakeholders on a number of occasions.  I look forward to 
on-going consultation with all stakeholders, including advocacy groups, throughout the testing 
phase.

18/12/2019WRP03800Home Help Service Data

18/12/2019WRP03900320. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the cost of one hour of home help. 
[53676/19]

18/12/2019WRP04000321. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if €10.7 million was spent on home 
help up to July 2019 (details supplied). [53677/19]

18/12/2019WRP04100322. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that CHO 8 has taken a decision not to cover annual leave home help; his views on 
same; and if the decision will be reversed. [53678/19]

18/12/2019WRP04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 320 to 322, 
inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRP04500National Treatment Purchase Fund

18/12/2019WRP04600323. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 275 of 12 December 2019, the funding the National Treatment Purchase Fund is 
providing for the opening of additional beds; if the beds are being exclusively financed by the 
fund; if other funding is being provided; and if so, the details of same. [53687/19]
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18/12/2019WRP04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) has agreed, at my request, to support the marginal costs of funding additional beds 
for three months to the end of March 2020. This initiative will support the commitment by the 
HSE and my Department to alleviate winter pressures in our  hospital system. Hospitals have 
been invited to make submissions to the NTPF to utilise this funding. To date, the NTPF has 
approved in principle, subject to appropriate governance and oversight, 172 additional beds. 
These beds will be funded from the NTPF budget at a cost of approximately €4.6 million. 
Furthermore, the NTPF is currently assessing further proposals which are still being received.  
Given the challenges facing the Emergency Departments, with the exceptionally high use of 
trolleys for patients, I would urge all hospital groups and individual hospitals, which have not 
already done so, to engage with the NTPF to identify proposals to provide additional bed capac-
ity for the winter period.

18/12/2019WRP04800General Medical Services Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRP04900324. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of general practi-
tioners holding GMS contracts in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form. [53688/19]

18/12/2019WRP05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following table shows the number of 
GMS contracts for the years 2015-2018 and to date in 2019:

Year Number of GMS Contracts   
December 2019 2,509 
2018 2,491 
2017 2,490 
2016 2,473 
2015 2,432 

18/12/2019WRP05100Health Services

18/12/2019WRP05200325. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when the provision of new and 
upgraded accommodation at a health facility (details supplied) will progress to the next stage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53702/19]

18/12/2019WRP05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter. 

 

18/12/2019WRP05400Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

18/12/2019WRP05500326. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of 2020 projects (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53703/19]

18/12/2019WRP05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.
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18/12/2019WRQ00200Respite Care Services Provision

18/12/2019WRQ00300327. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when a healthcare facility (de-
tails supplied) will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53704/19]

18/12/2019WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

18/12/2019WRQ00500Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRQ00600328. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on advertising in 
2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53746/19]

18/12/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the whole-of-government re-
sponse to Brexit, the Department of Health established dedicated structures to manage the ap-
proach to preparing for the UK’s exit from the EU. A high-level group chaired by the Secretary 
General and comprising the heads of the HSE, HPRA, FSAI and senior officials was established 
to oversee the health sector’s overall approach to contingency planning and to monitor progress. 

Among the supporting operational groups is an inter-agency communications group, chaired 
by the Department, established to plan for all aspects of a communications strategy to ensure 
that the public and stakeholders, including industry, remain fully informed of the implications 
for the health sector of Brexit.

In terms of specific advertising on Brexit, the Department of Health has not incurred direct 
costs. 

18/12/2019WRQ00800Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRQ00900329. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the personal injuries pay outs 
will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form [53794/19]

18/12/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statu-
tory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s), 
including the Department of Health. 

Personal injury claims are delegated to the SCA by state agencies overall and not by indi-
vidual buildings/properties therefore this question has been considered to include all personal 
injury claims for the Department regardless of where the personal injury took place which could 
have been onsite or offsite and relates to staff, service users and member of the public. 
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Based on information provided by the SCA and the Department’s payment information 
system, I can inform the Deputy that there were no payouts for personal injuries for the period 
2016 to 2019.

18/12/2019WRQ01100Cross-Border Health Services Provision

18/12/2019WRQ01200330. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate with 
the HSE a case involving the cross-Border directive unit and a person (details supplied); the 
reason it will not reimburse a person the costs for sensitive medical care which was agreed to 
be reimbursed before they underwent surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53803/19]

18/12/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is responsible for the operation of 
the Cross-Border Directive.  As this question relates to a service matter I have referred it to the 
HSE for direct reply.

18/12/2019WRQ01400National Children’s Hospital

18/12/2019WRQ01500331. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 247 of 12 December 2019, if the new national children’s hospital facial recognition 
camera system will be provided with an existing database of facial images available for match-
ing purposes [53805/19]

18/12/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The safety of patients, visitors and staff at 
the new children’s hospital is of paramount importance to everyone working on the new chil-
dren’s hospital project.  

Less than 3% of the cameras procured for the new children’s hospital have the potential for 
high definition facial recognition capabilities. These cameras have many capabilities and can 
also be used in the same way as the remaining 97% of the cameras, which do not have facial 
recognition capabilities.   

Only the hardware (the cameras) have been procured at this stage in the project. Without 
procurement of additional software, facial recognition capability is not possible. 

It has not yet been decided which aspect of the security systems’ capabilities will be used. 
This decision will be taken nearer the opening of the hospital by Children’s Health Ireland and 
will be fully in line with Irish and European data protection and privacy legislation and guide-
lines, to ensure that the occupants of the hospital have the appropriate protections and security 
afforded to them, in line with their privacy rights.  

18/12/2019WRQ01700Home Care Packages Data

18/12/2019WRQ01800332. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
listed for home care services in county Louth and east County Meath; when resources will be 
made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53806/19]

18/12/2019WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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18/12/2019WRQ02000Respite Care Services Data

18/12/2019WRQ02100333. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the funding 
provided in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019 for respite overnights with or 
without day respite accessed by persons with a disability, in tabular form. [53819/19]

18/12/2019WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRQ02300Respite Care Services Data

18/12/2019WRQ02400334. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the funding 
provided in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019 for day-only respite sessions 
accessed by persons with a disability, in tabular form. [53820/19]

18/12/2019WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy 

18/12/2019WRQ02600Health Services Provision

18/12/2019WRQ02700335. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the progress to date on the 
local health projects in County Louth and east County Meath confirmed as part of the HSE ten-
year capital plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53821/19]

18/12/2019WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.
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18/12/2019WRQ02900Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

18/12/2019WRQ03000336. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase funding in 
2020 for the drug task forces in view of the increasing problems with drug abuse nationwide; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53824/19]

18/12/2019WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The National 
Drugs Strategy Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery is a health-led response to the problem of 
drug and alcohol use in Ireland. The strategy is underpinned by a partnership approach between 
the statutory, non-statutory and community and voluntary sectors. 

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in assessing the extent and nature of the drug 
problem in local communities. They ensure that a coordinated approach is taken across all sec-
tors to address substance misuse based on the identified needs and priorities in their areas.  

Task Forces oversee an annual budget of €28m from the Department of Health and the HSE. 
This funding supports over 280 community projects, in local areas and communities throughout 
the country, to support initiatives to tackle drug and alcohol use and misuse.

Additional funding of €1m has been provided for the implementation of the National Drugs 
Strategy in 2019.  €480,000 of this funding will provide an additional €20,000 for each of the 24 
Task Forces, including the ten Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Forces.  €10,000 of this funding 
will be on a permanent recurring basis.  

 A further allocation of €480,000 of this funding has been allocated in 2019 for twelve stra-
tegic health initiatives, as announced by me on 17 September 2019.

Budget 2020 provides for the continuation of this €1m funding in 2020.

18/12/2019WRQ03200Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

18/12/2019WRQ03300337. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of the replacement and 
refurbishment of 90 community nursing units nationwide as announced on 26 January 2016; 
the funding allocated to each project in 2019; and the date on which each of the projects will be 
complete and operational. [53826/19]

18/12/2019WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The CNU Programme, launched in 2016, 
aims to replace, upgrade or refurbish up to 90 public centres across the country to bring them in 
line with the regulatory requirements, having regard to the scheduled funding available.   

The HSE expects that by the end of 2019, thirty-one centres will have completed construc-
tion, while others will be at various stages of the design and planning process. Ongoing en-
gagements between the Department of Health and the HSE have identified that by the end of 
2021 over 80% of the projects will be completed or under construction. While this represents 
substantial progress on the Programme, the HSE has indicated that not all centres are likely to 
be completed within the originally planned timeframe.  It is important to get the projects right 
as these buildings are, and will be, homes for older people.  While for some projects, comple-
tion will be later than anticipated, this Government is fully committed to delivering all of the 
projects.  Funding of €65m has been allocated for the CNU programme in respect of 2019.

18/12/2019WRQ03500Primary Care Centres Provision
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18/12/2019WRQ03600338. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the progress regarding all pro-
posed new primary care centres in County Louth and east County Meath; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53830/19]

18/12/2019WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRQ03800Hospital Services

18/12/2019WRQ03900339. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the provi-
sion of services at a health facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53834/19]

18/12/2019WRQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRQ04100Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRQ04200340. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the capital expenditure by his 
Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility provided or com-
menced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such expenditure; the 
new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53845/19]

18/12/2019WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

18/12/2019WRQ04400Brexit Issues

18/12/2019WRQ04500341. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will engage with the UK Government to protect vital County Donegal fishing and economic 
interests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53686/19]

18/12/2019WRQ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Once the UK 
leaves the EU, negotiations on a future fisheries agreement as part of the overall future rela-
tionship, will be co-ordinated by Michel Barnier for the EU.  These negotiations are expected 
to commence following the adoption of the EU negotiating mandate by the European Council.  
The negotiating mandate will follow from the Political Declaration, which states that within the 
context of the overall economic partnership the Parties should establish a new fisheries agree-
ment on, inter alia, access to waters and quota shares. 

The objective for the EU will be to maintain reciprocal access to waters and resources and 
agree a framework to ensure the sustainability of shared fisheries.  This will need to be achieved 
through joint management so that the environmental, economic and social dimensions of sus-
tainability are protected for EU and UK fishing industries.  

I met with the new Fisheries Commissioner, Virginijus Sinkevicius, on Tuesday to discuss 
these issues.  I was impressed by his knowledge and understanding of the potential impacts 
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of Brexit on the Irish and wider EU fishing fleets.  We had an excellent discussion on the vital 
importance of ensuring that the fisheries negotiations remain inextricably linked with the wider 
future relationship negotiations, in accordance with the agreed political declaration. 

Since the UK referendum, I have emphasised the necessity for a coordinated European re-
sponse to ensure that there is a unity of purpose within the EU on fisheries.  Ireland participates 
in talks with the EU27 and my officials and I have had intensive discussions with the European 
Commission, other relevant Member States and stakeholders regarding the potential negative 
impact of Brexit on the EU fishing industry and the wider seafood sector as whole.   These dis-
cussions will intensify in the New Year.   

The Government has already introduced a range of measures to deal with the short-term im-
pacts of Brexit.  In terms of dealing with the competitiveness issue, my Department introduced 
a €150 million low-cost loan scheme and increased funding under the Rural Development and 
Seafood Development Programmes in the 2017 Budget.  In Budget 2018, I, along with my 
colleague, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, introduced a new €300 mil-
lion “Brexit Loan Scheme” to provide affordable, flexible financing to Irish businesses that are 
either currently impacted by Brexit or who will be in the future – at least 40% of which will be 
available to agri-food and seafood businesses.

Our enterprise agencies are continuing to work with seafood companies around the country 
to help them to deal with Brexit through making them more competitive, diversifying market 
exposure, and up-skilling teams.

A disorderly departure, that included a loss of access to UK waters, would have very serious 
consequences for our seafood industry. While this is less likely in 2020 following recent devel-
opments in the UK, I will continue to ensure planning continues in the event that an agreement 
is not secured within the timeframe set.   

18/12/2019WRQ04700Environmental Investigations

18/12/2019WRQ04800342. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
period of time he considers reasonable for his officials to commence and conclude an investi-
gation with follow-up actions if necessary into alleged breaches of environmental legislation. 
[53358/19]

18/12/2019WRQ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment conducts investigations under the Environmental Impact Assessment regulations (SI 
456/2011) as required and each case is considered fully by my officials before a determination 
is made on the investigation in question.   

The Deputy will appreciate therefore that the length of each such investigation will depend 
on the nature of the alleged breaches but I am happy that my officials endeavour at all times to 
bring each case to a timely conclusion. 

18/12/2019WRQ05000Afforestation Licences

18/12/2019WRQ05100343. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an appeal by a person (details supplied) regarding an afforestation licence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53611/19]

18/12/2019WRQ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
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tion for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme for the reference number provided, was 
submitted by the registered forester and acknowledged in July, 2019.   Afforestation licence 
approval issued to the applicant and their registered forester in September.  

The licence has been appealed to the Forestry Appeals Committee, which is independent of 
my Department.  The licence is currently suspended pending the outcome of the appeal.

18/12/2019WRQ05300Aquaculture Licences

18/12/2019WRQ05400344. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the position on the review of aquaculture licensing procedures and applications; the 
progress made on the issue since the matter went to public consultation; his views on the com-
prehensive submission made by this Deputy regarding the public consultation on the issue of 
aquaculture licensing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53617/19]

18/12/2019WRQ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2016, I 
commissioned the Independent Review of Aquaculture Licensing and the Report of the Group 
was submitted to my Department in May 2017.

The Review Group carried out a detailed examination of the existing aquaculture licens-
ing process, undertook comprehensive stakeholder consultation and looked at comparative na-
tional and international consent systems to determine best practice for managing a complex li-
censing process in a transparent, environmentally appropriate and legally robust manner.  

All submissions made to the group were given the fullest consideration and would have in-
formed the Report.  The group’s report is published and available to view on my Department’s 
website.

Since receiving the report of the review group, my Department has engaged in detailed 
consideration of the recommendations set out in the report with a view to their implementation, 
having regard to the legislative, environmental, technical and public interest issues that arise. 
My Department has also engaged closely with industry representatives and relevant State agen-
cies.

As all industry stakeholders and the EU Commission have, for different reasons, identified 
the elimination of the licensing backlog as the overriding priority in the reform of the licens-
ing system, my Department’s response to date has focused on this issue while continuing to 
have regard to the other recommendations in the report. 

I can confirm that the aquaculture licensing backlog in respect of shellfish aquaculture has 
now been eliminated as an issue affecting the industry.  In the case of finfish, measures have 
already commenced to reduce this backlog and these measures will intensify significantly in 
2020.

18/12/2019WRQ05600Climate Change Policy

18/12/2019WRQ05700345. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
analysis has been carried out by his Department on the impact on agriculture here arising from 
an EU commitment to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53629/19]

18/12/2019WRQ05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As a sector 
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most impacted by climate change we recognise the importance of calls for more ambitious 
climate action including the commitment to achieve climate neutrality.  The EU’s long-term 
strategy ‘A Clean Planet for All’ acknowledges that agricultural production will always result 
in non-CO2 greenhouse gas emissions (i.e., methane and nitrous oxide) but these gases can 
be reduced by 2050 thanks to efficient and sustainable production methods.  The strategy sug-
gests that any residual emissions need to be balanced by negative emissions opportunities such 
as afforestation and increased use of biomass in energy systems and displacement of energy 
intensive materials and in combination with carbon capture and storage can lead to increased 
negative emissions. Innovation will play an increasingly important role. 

Furthermore, the IPCC’s special report on 1.5 degrees distinguished the importance of 
reaching and sustaining net zero global anthropogenic CO2 emissions separately from declin-
ing net non-CO2 radiative gases such as methane/nitrous oxide. 

Currently, the long-term ambition for the agriculture sector is an approach to carbon neutral-
ity which does not compromise capacity for sustainable food production. While carbon neu-
trality has yet to be defined the aim is to balance residual agricultural emissions by increasing 
carbon-sequestration and increasing fossil fuel and energy intensive materials displacement. 
The sector is pursuing a pathway towards carbon neutrality, guided by the principle of sustain-
able intensification, through measures such as:

- Efficient multi trait animal breeding strategies; 

- Efficient use and recycling of nutrients which optimise nitrogen use efficiency and reduce 
losses of reactive nitrogen to the environment;

- Feeding strategies; 

- Support of improvements to animal health and welfare; and 

- Support of ICT in agriculture to aid delivery of sustainable intensification.

Lastly, my Department in tandem with EPA have commissioned a research project by NUIG 
to quantify/set out definitions and pathways to improve understanding of approaches to C neu-
trality consistent with temperature goals of the Paris Agreement.

18/12/2019WRQ05900Beef Industry

18/12/2019WRQ06000346. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the work of the beef taskforce; if representatives from the retail sector will be invited to 
take part in the deliberations of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53630/19]

18/12/2019WRQ06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I established 
the Beef Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable pathway for the future of 
the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sustainability. The Taskforce 
will provide a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into in the Beef Talks 
Agreement, with timelines and stakeholder engagement.   Furthermore, the Beef Taskforce will 
offer a suitable platform for strategic engagement with key stakeholders, including retailers and 
regulatory authorities.  

There is a specific webpage on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/beeftaskforce/.  This webpage contains the agree-
ment reached on 15 September, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce and updates on ac-
tions arising out of the agreement.
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The first meeting of the Beef Taskforce took place on 3 December. Minutes and update re-
ports from that meeting will be published on the webpage this week. 

The next meeting of the Beef Taskforce will take place on 9 January 2020.  Irish and UK 
retailers have been invited to participate to discuss market trends and requirements, specifically 
in relation to the Quality Payment System in-spec bonus criteria currently in operation in the 
Irish beef sector. 

18/12/2019WRR00200Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRR00300347. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each 
employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53635/19]

18/12/2019WRR00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table lists all staff recruited by my Department from January 2019 to date.  It should be noted 
that I have included all new hires and re-hires, as well as transfers to my Department during the 
period in question. 

In line with workforce planning processes and my Department’s business needs, staffing 
numbers will be continuously reviewed and further new recruits will be engaged as required. 

As well as addressing factors that occur annually, such as retirements and transfers out, a 
key feature of recruitment in the Department in 2019 was the necessity to address potential 
Brexit contingencies.  

Action Entry Type Grade Number
New Hire Open Adult Compe-

tition
Administrative Of-
ficer

4

  Asst Agricultural In-
spector

18

  Asst Harbour Master 1
  Asst Principal 2
  Clerical Officer 117
  Craft Worker 2
  Engineer Grade 3   3
  Executive Officer 23
  Forestry Inspec-

tor Grade 3
5

  General Operative 7
  Higher Executive 

Officer
5

  ICT Apprentice 1
  Laboratory Analyst 11
  Seed Analyst 1
  Technical Agricul-

tural Off
51

  Veterinary Inspector 22
    



18 December 2019

163

Action Entry Type Grade Number
    
New Hire Total   273
    
Re-hires Open Adult Compe-

tition
Administrative Of-
ficer

1

  Asst Agricultural In-
spector

4

  Asst Principal 3
  Clerical Officer 45
  Executive Officer 6
  Forestry Inspec-

tor Grade 3
1

  General Operative 2
  Higher Executive 

Officer
1

  Laboratory Analyst 1
  Technical Agricul-

tural Off
2

  Veterinary Inspector 5
Re-hires Total   71
    
Transfers Transfer In Asst Agricultural 

Inspector
1

  Asst Principal 1
  Clerical Officer 2
  Executive Officer 8
  Professional Ac-

countant
1

  Services Staff 1
 Transfer In Total  14
    
 Transfer In Mobil-

ity Scheme
Asst Principal 1

  Clerical Officer 23
  Executive Officer 17
 Transfer In Mobility 

Scheme Total
 41

    
 Transfer in Promo-

tion Inter-Depart-
mental

Executive Officer 1

  Higher Execu-
tive Officer

1

 Transfer in Promo-
tion Inter-Depart-
mental Total

 2
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Action Entry Type Grade Number
    
 Transfer in Promo-

tion Open
Administrative Of-
ficer

3

  Asst Principal 3
  Clerical Officer 1
  Executive Officer 18
  Higher Execu-

tive Officer
3

  Laboratory Analyst 1
 Transfer in Promo-

tion Open Total
 29

    
Transfer Total   86
    
Grand Total   430 

18/12/2019WRR00500Wildlife Control

18/12/2019WRR00600348. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the concerns in many areas in relation to the increase in the wild 
deer herd and the difficulties posed for farmers and motorists in rural areas; the measures he 
plans to implement to reduce the herd; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53697/19]

18/12/2019WRR00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Over the last 
decade, available evidence suggests that the geographic distribution of all species of deer has 
increased, but neither the precise distribution nor the population density of these species is 
currently known. Deer appear to be a localised issue in many areas.  In this context, there is 
a significant challenge in attempting to balance the demands of agriculture, forestry and con-
servation with the need to ensure that deer populations occupying the same land resources are 
managed at sustainable levels, and in a responsible and ethical manner. It is critical that land-
owners take ownership over this issue and organise properly to implement deer management 
measures on their lands in the correct and sustainable manner.

In 2015, my Department, together with the Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht, 
published Deer Management in Ireland – A Framework for Action, which recommends a series 
of actions on deer management and conservation in a number of areas, including addressing 
the impact of deer in places where they are abundant. The Irish Deer Management Forum was 
established to implement the various actions listed in the Report. The Forum itself comprises 
representatives from the main stakeholder areas such as landowners, forestry, hunting and con-
servation organisations, as well as representatives from both Departments.  The Report pro-
vides for a review of the workings of the Irish Deer Management Forum after three years.  Both 
my Department and the Department of Arts, Culture and Gaeltacht are currently examining the 
future direction of the Forum and its aims in the context of representation on the Forum, agreed 
work plans and funding mechanisms. 

Adoption of best practice is fully supported by both Departments and the majority of deer 
management stakeholders. Best practice guidance, adapted to Irish Conditions was published 
by the Irish Deer management Forum during 2018 and can be accessed via http://idmf.ie/best-
practice-guides/.
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A number of initiatives have been carried out in Co. Wicklow with a view to defining lo-
cally-led approaches to cooperative deer management. My Department is currently supporting 
a project led by the Wicklow Deer Management Partnership and Wicklow Uplands Forum, 
aimed at improving cooperation between landowners and local hunters. This project builds on 
previous experience in Wicklow through projects such as the Ballinastoe Deer Management 
Project, the Calary Deer Steering Group and the Calary/North–East Wicklow Deer TB survey. 
These projects provide a good example for other local groups to follow, in areas affected by 
deer related issues. 

The Manor Kilbride Deer Management Group in West Wicklow has also produced very 
useful and practical code of practice for landowners, to guide successful deer management 
implementation on farmland, and to formalise agreements between landowners and hunters. 

The deer grazing assessment protocol developed by the Wicklow Deer Management project 
in conjunction with Teagasc is an example for a significant methodology developed for measur-
ing the impact of deer in agriculture, and to improve awareness of deer issues among farmers. 

I am encouraging farming groups and local communities concerned with deer population 
issues to look at the examples from Co. Wicklow and consider how they can follow these in 
their own areas.

In relation to forestry, my Department introduced a Deer Fencing and Tree Shelter Scheme 
to protect forests from predation by deer in 2018 as deer can cause serious damage to trees, 
particularly in native woodlands. Additionally, my Department has also engaged with the So-
ciety of Irish Foresters, Teagasc and Third Level Institutes in the delivery of deer management 
training to professional Foresters and Contractors through a series of seminars and field training 
events. This work is ongoing.

18/12/2019WRR00800Common Agricultural Policy

18/12/2019WRR00900349. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
provisions being made at EU level in relation to the funding of CAP from 2020 pending the 
completion of a new CAP programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53720/19]

18/12/2019WRR01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At the Agri-
Fish Council on 18 November 2019, the Commission presented two proposals for CAP tran-
sitional rules to bridge the period between the current CAP programming period (2014-2020) 
and the CAP post-2020 (2021-2027). Such transitional measures are normal practice between 
consecutive programming periods, where a gap arises due to any delays in finalising the CAP 
regulations or a new EU Budget.  

The first and most urgent regulation is the financial flexibility regulation, which allows the 
continued transfer of funds between pillars I and II in the year 2020.  This is expected to be 
adopted shortly. 

The second, more substantial, regulation is quite technical and legally complex as it amends 
seven existing EU Regulations (including the CAP Regulations) to provide for a one-year tran-
sitional period in 2021, with EU funding for 2021 as set out in the Commission Proposals for 
the MFF 2021-2027.

Specifically, it provides options for Member States to extend their entire 2014-2020 Rural 
Development Programmes for a period of one year to 31 December 2021, to extend for the 
same period only existing multi-annual commitments in the RDP (agri-environment/climate, 
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organic farming and animal welfare), and to introduce new agri-environment/climate, organic 
farming and animal welfare commitments in 2021 for a period of one to 3 years. The proposal 
also makes amendments to the Direct Payments regulation to provide legal certainty in the tran-
sitional period.  Discussions on this second regulation will continue in 2020. 

I welcome the Commission’s proposed transitional regulations, and the flexibility provided 
within them to allow continuity between the programming periods, as well as the certainty 
that would be provided for Member States and beneficiaries.  I am continuing to work with the 
Commission and my European Ministerial colleagues to reach agreement on these important 
legislative proposals and provide certainty to Irish farmers at the earliest possible date. 

18/12/2019WRR01100Common Agricultural Policy

18/12/2019WRR01200350. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the present funding levels for CAP will be maintained pending the completion of the new CAP 
programme post-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53721/19]

18/12/2019WRR01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The issue of 
continued funding for the CAP post-2020 in the period before the new strategic plans come 
into effect will be informed by the outcome of the parallel negotiations on the new Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027, as well as the arrangements that will be agreed for 
the transitional period that will arise between the current and future CAP framework.

As regards the MFF, the European Commission has proposed that funding for the CAP 
should be set at €365 billion, which equates to a cut of approximately 5%.  I have previously 
stated that this is unacceptable for Ireland and I continue to work with my European coun-
terparts to build consensus around the need to maintain a strong CAP budget post-2020. As 
recently as this week, I again took the opportunity at the Agri-Fish Council to emphasise the 
fundamental importance of protecting the CAP budget.  

It is clear that there are divergent views among Member States on the appropriate level for 
the budget.  Some (including Ireland) have indicated their willingness to increase their national 
contributions to the EU budget, once they contribute towards areas of added European value, 
while others feel equally strongly that the current proposals, such as they are, are too costly.  

As regards transitional arrangements, the Commission recently presented proposals for tran-
sitional rules to bridge the gap between the current CAP and the CAP post-2020.  2021 will 
be the transitional year, and the proposals are made assuming funding for 2021 at the level pro-
posed under the MFF. This is normal practice when there are delays in finalising the EU budget 
and CAP proposals.  Discussions on the proposals are continuing, and are not expected to con-
clude until mid-2020.

18/12/2019WRR01400Beef Exports

18/12/2019WRR01500351. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
new markets projected to be open for beef exports in 2020; the estimated value of such markets 
on an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53722/19]

18/12/2019WRR01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): According to 
the CSO, Ireland exported almost €2.4 billion worth of beef with a volume of nearly 135,000 
tonnes, to approx. 70 countries in 2018. 
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Opening new markets and expanding existing ones is a key part of my Department’s re-
sponse to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, in line with the market development 
theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. In the last two years, my Department has opened a 
number of new markets for Irish beef including China, Qatar, Kuwait and Ukraine, while at the 
same time securing expansions in beef access in other markets including Japan and Singapore.  

In 2020, my Department will continue to pursue the opening of new markets and the en-
hancement of existing ones. My Department works closely with stakeholders, and is guided by 
Bord Bia research, in identifying priority markets for its market access efforts.  However, the 
pace of market access negotiations is generally determined by the importing country, so it is 
difficult to accurately forecast when a given market will open. 

There is growing demand projected from emerging economies with increasing middle class-
es and more protein-rich diets. There is confidence that the Irish food industry is well placed to 
gain from the opportunity presented by this expanding demand, underpinned by the success of 
our efforts and those of the Irish food industry.   

The role of my Department is to open up markets for the industry and it is then up to the 
industry, with the support of my Department and Bord Bia, to avail of these opportunities. How-
ever, the actual levels of exports will depend on a range of factors, including as global supply 
and demand dynamics, currency fluctuations and individual customer requirements.

18/12/2019WRR01700Farm Costs

18/12/2019WRR01800352. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to introduce grant aid to assist farmers with necessary land reclamation and on-farm 
drainage works in which ongoing farming activities are being hindered due to the increased 
rainfall over recent years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53723/19]

18/12/2019WRR01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment recognises the impact that climate change is causing to the everyday activities of farmers 
in Ireland. Adaptation to climate change is a priority for my Department and key actions are 
set out in the Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Sectoral Adaptation Plan published in September 
2019. This Adaptation Plan is about preparing our systems to deal with the inevitable changes in 
climate, including preparations for events such as flooding, fodder shortages or damage result-
ing from extreme weather storms in our harbours and forests. 

The Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme II (TAMS II) is a series of investment aid 
schemes, co-funded by the National Exchequer and the European Union under Ireland’s Rural 
Development Programme 2014–2020 (RDP). TAMS II aims to provide farmers with grant aid 
to improve or build a specific range of farm buildings or to purchase equipment that will benefit 
their farm. However, the current programme is fully committed to existing schemes with the 
allocation totaling €395 million up to 2020.

At all levels, our systems must be prepared and consider alternative options to manage our 
exposure to the climate change risk.

18/12/2019WRR02000Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRR02100353. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [53736/19]

18/12/2019WRR02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment worked in partnership with other Government Departments and Agencies on the Whole-
of-Government public information campaign, “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready”.

The total amount spent by my Department on advertising in respect of this campaign to date 
in 2019 is €13,136.84.  There was no expenditure on advertising by my Department in respect 
of Brexit in 2018.

18/12/2019WRR02300Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRR02400354. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of his Depart-
ment in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53784/19]

18/12/2019WRR02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The detailed 
information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. 

It is currently being compiled and I will be in contact with the Deputy as soon as possible.

18/12/2019WRR02600Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRR02700355. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and 
facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each 
such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53836/19]

18/12/2019WRR02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq355-18-12-2019_en.docx  “>Draft Table</a>]

18/12/2019WRR02900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRR03000356. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications to the 2019 beef data and genomics programme by county in 
tabular form; the number of applications approved and not approved, respectively; the number 
of applications not approved that were appealed; the number of 2019 advance and balancing 
payments to the programme that have issued to date; and the value by county. [53851/19]

18/12/2019WRR03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef Data 
and Genomics Programme (BDGP) forms part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020. It involves funding of €300 million over the six year programme and addresses 
widely acknowledged weaknesses in the maternal genetics of the Irish suckler herd, makes a 
positive contribution to farmer profitability and reduces the greenhouse gas intensity of Ire-
land’s beef production. A second programme, BDGP II, was launched in 2017 and will run until 
2022.
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There are currently 24,111 participants in the Beef Data and Genomics Programmes. Pay-
ments to 18,969 of these commenced on the week of the 2nd of December 2019.  Payments 
will continue to issue on an on-going basis as more famers verify their compliance with the 
2019 scheme requirements. The following table details the payments made to date under both 
programmes at a county level.

County BDGP I Herds BDGP I Pay-
ments

BDGP II Herds BDGP II Pay-
ments

CARLOW 234 €574,443 12 €64,377
CAVAN 928 €1,576,919 55 €138,114
CLARE 1455 €2,745,356 108 €368,368
CORK 1318 €2,441,084 81 €241,283
DONEGAL 978 €1,275,611 84 €169,104
DUBLIN 37 €91,044 1 €9,643
GALWAY 1941 €3,239,628 201 €609,672
KERRY 1019 €1,508,281 43 €124,431
KILDARE 226 €551,572 6 €18,785
KILKENNY 460 €1,260,521 30 €130,806
LAOIS 420 €1,019,917 32 €139,777
LEITRIM 652 €774,355 61 €162,607
LIMERICK 603 €1,145,885 39 €131,752
LONGFORD 425 €814,753 37 €101,116
LOUTH 158 €310,540 10 €45,547
MAYO 1526 €2,112,568 154 €372,480
MEATH 401 €976,425 26 €83,171
MONAGHAN 590 €917,773 45 €138,535
OFFALY 426 €1,001,390 32 €166,340
ROSCOMMON 973 €1,588,636 98 €323,518
SLIGO 620 €861,126 45 €119,393
TIPPERARY 758 €1,861,836 50 €200,756
WATERFORD 239 €685,180 7 €27,736
WESTMEATH 507 €1,157,848 34 €169,745
WEXFORD 430 €1,157,626 26 €107,904
WICKLOW 312 €751,997 16 €72,231

18/12/2019WRR03200Agriculture Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRR03300357. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers whose contracts will expire on 31 December 2020 and 31 December 
2021 for each scheme under the rural development programme including GLAS 1, 2 and 3 and 
the beef data and genomics programme 1 and 2 in tabular form. [53852/19]

18/12/2019WRR03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The fol-
lowing table lists the schemes under the Rural Development Programme with farmer benefi-
ciaries whose contracts will expire on either 31 December 2020 or 31 December 2021. RDP 
schemes vary in their structure and administration, meaning some would not fit the criteria 
specified. Furthermore, it should be noted that, depending on the scheme, beneficiaries might 
already have fulfilled contracts which expired before the dates given and therefore would not 
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feature in the following table.

Scheme   End Date   Participants  
M4 TAMS 31 Dec 2020 8,470 *
M10 GLAS 1 31 Dec 2020 24,773
M10 GLAS 2 31 Dec 2020 10,948
M10 GLAS 3 31 Dec 2021 12,899
AEOS 31 Dec 2020 2,000
M10 BDGP I 31 Dec 2020 22,575
M10 Burren Tranche 1 31 Dec 2020 191
M11 Organics 31 Dec 2020 1,475
M13 ANC No end contract date - Annual 

application process
104,312**

M14 Sheep Welfare Scheduled for 31st Jan 2021 18,502
M16 EIP Local 31 Dec 2021 34
M19 Leader 31 Dec 2020 13

* As TAMS II operates on a tranche by tranche basis, with approvals expiring on an ongo-
ing basis, it is not possible to provide the exact figures requested at this time. The figure given 
represents the current level of outstanding approvals.

** The ANC/Islands Schemes are subject to a range of eligibility and compliance criteria 
such as the requirement to meet a minimum stocking density in addition to maintaining mini-
mum livestock units calculated over the twelve months of the scheme year.  Participants must 
meet all eligibility and compliance criteria in order to become eligible for payment.

18/12/2019WRR03500Rural Development Programme Data

18/12/2019WRR03600358. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the average annual payment under each RDP scheme in tabular form. [53853/19]

18/12/2019WRR03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table contains the average RDP scheme payment per recipient, whether a business, individual 
or project in 2018. Depending on the administration of the scheme, this can be calendar year or 
scheme year 2018. 

Scheme Average Payment 2018
Agri-Environmental Options Scheme €508
Areas of Natural Constraint €2,395
Beef Data Genomics Programme €1,826
Burren Programme €3,053
Collaborative Farming €1,401
Continuous Professional Development for Agricultural 
Advisors

€5,797

European Innovation Projects - Stream A €33,021
European Innovation Projects - Stream B €256,519
Early Retirement Scheme €6,909
GLAS (incl. GLAS Training) €4,723
GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings €15,476
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Scheme Average Payment 2018
Knowledge Transfer €1,032
LEADER €26,494
Organic Farming Scheme €5,542
Sheep Welfare Scheme €917
Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme €14,633
Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health €240

18/12/2019WRR03800Agriculture Industry

18/12/2019WRR03900359. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the new green deal and proposals relating to the agriculture sector by the 
European Commission. [53854/19]

18/12/2019WRR04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am watching 
developments on Europe’s Green Deal closely. It is quite clear that the European agri-food sec-
tor will need to play its part in the transition to Europe becoming a carbon neutral continent by 
2050. Ireland is committed fully to the European climate ambitions.

I welcome the ambition of the deal for the agri-food sector, the test will be achieving its 
objectives without compromising economically sustainable food production in rural heartlands 
across Europe. While the challenges are clear, there are opportunities also. Farmers must pro-
duce food in a manner that protects air and water quality, along with enhanced biodiversity, thus 
meeting the demands of today’s consumer. 

Maintaining a well-funded CAP will be key, and it remains an absolute priority for this 
Government. This is a critical component towards enabling a just transition to low carbon rural 
economy, a key pillar of the Commission’s new Green Deal.

18/12/2019WRR04100Common Agricultural Policy

18/12/2019WRR04200360. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of CAP transitional measures post-2020. [53855/19]

18/12/2019WRR04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, there is a delay in the adoption of the new CAP proposals and EU Budget post-2020, 
with a resultant delay in the approval of the CAP Strategic Plan for the period 2021-2027. This 
has left a gap in the legal and financial framework for the existing CAP measures, including 
direct payments, rural development, sectoral interventions and the LEADER programme.  A 
Commission proposal seeks to address this gap through transitional arrangements for the year 
2021. 

This proposal is quite technical and legally complex, as it amends seven existing EU Regu-
lations to provide for a one-year transitional period in 2021, with financing for 2021 at the 
amount set out in the Commission Proposals for the MFF 2021-2027.  

Specifically, it provides an option for Member States to extend their Rural Development 
Programmes 2014-2020 for a period of one year to 2021, subject to certain conditions and re-
strictions.  In addition, it provides an option of a one-year extension to 31/12/2021 for existing 
multi-annual commitments in the RDP (agri-environment/climate, organic farming and animal 
welfare).  It also allows for the introduction of new agri-environment/climate, organic farming 
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and animal welfare commitments in 2021 for a period of one to three years. The proposal also 
makes amendments to the Direct Payments regulation to provide legal certainty in the transi-
tional period.

Discussions on the proposal will continue under the Croatian Presidency, and it is expected 
to be adopted in Summer 2020.  

Ireland has welcomed the transitional regulation proposals, which will allow continuity be-
tween the programming periods. The proposals are at an early stage of discussion and we wel-
come the clarifications provided by the Commission and the Presidency to date. We will con-
tinue to communicate closely with both as the text of the regulations develops over the coming 
months. In due course, this will allow us to consider, in more detail, the options available to 
Ireland during the transition period.

18/12/2019WRR04400Farm Inspections

18/12/2019WRR04500361. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the inspection penalty rate will be published for randomised on-farm inspections, namely, land 
eligibility inspections, cross-compliance inspections including animal IDR and nitrates GAP 
inspections in each of the years 2013 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of holdings se-
lected randomly; the number of holdings with a financial penalty; the percentage of holdings 
with financial penalty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53857/19]

18/12/2019WRR04600362. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the inspection penalty rate will be published for randomised on-farm inspections, namely, land 
eligibility inspections, cross compliance inspections including animal IDR and nitrates GAP 
inspections by county in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of hold-
ings selected randomly; number of holdings with a financial penalty; the percentage of holdings 
with financial penalty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53858/19]

18/12/2019WRR04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 361 and 362 together.

The information sought by the Deputy is not readily available at the level of detail request-
ed. Officials in my Department will examine the request and I will respond to the Deputy as 
quickly as possible.

18/12/2019WRR04900Meat Processing Plants

18/12/2019WRR05000363. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
instances of non-compliance with carcase trim specifications his inspectors have identified in 
beef plants each month in 2019; when the names of the plants involved will be published; the 
payments made to the farmer supplier to reflect loss; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53859/19]

18/12/2019WRR05100364. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of instances in which mechanical grading was suspended in meat plants in cases in 
which a machine was found to be working outside of tolerance and manual grading is instigated 
to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53860/19]

18/12/2019WRR05200365. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the conformation and fat score data has not been published from all cattle from both the 
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old and new machines in the carcase classification trial; if the data will be published in view of 
the urgent need to restore confidence in the beef grading system; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53861/19]

18/12/2019WRR05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 363 to 365, inclusive, together.

To date, in 2019 officers from the Carcase Classification Division conducted over 580 in-
spections across 32 factories (mechanical and manual grading plants) and over 50,000 carcass-
es were inspected. In the mechanical grading plants only, there were 420 inspections on 43,000 
carcasses across 23 factories.

During these inspections, officers also monitored compliance with the EU reference carcase 
presentation specification. To date, in 2019, there has been non-compliance found with the 
carcase trim specification in relation to one factory. The factory has been named on my Depart-
ment’s website.

On the spot fines were issued in relation to this non-compliance. Any compensation pay-
ments made to a Farmer Supplier, including in relation to issues such as this, are a matter be-
tween the Farmer/Supplier and the Processor/plant.

Regarding the suspension of mechanical grading, this occurred on six occasions and the 
factories were instructed to revert to manual grading.

Regarding the publishing of information and trial results, my Department fully endorses and 
supports  the objective of ensuring a robust system of carcass classification and maintaining the 
confidence of farmers in it. 

The requirement for the modification trial conducted in Slaney Meats and the subsequent 
report, ‘Independent Report on the modification trial of the Mechanical Beef Classification Sys-
tem currently in use in Ireland’,  was to ensure compliance with the EU legislation regarding a 
modification to the technical specifications of the current classification system. 

The EU legislation requires that any modification to a system must ensure a level of accu-
racy that at least fulfils the minimum requirements for an authorisation test. This trial was su-
pervised by an Independent Expert who concluded that the results are beyond what is required 
in the EU legislation to approve such modifications and he confirmed that this trial significantly 
exceeds what is required where classification equipment is being modified rather than being 
authorised for the first time. 

As per the legislation underpinning this trial when evaluating the performance of a classifi-
cation machine, the machines’ grades are compared against expert classification officer grades. 
While there is no requirement in the legislation to compare the performance of the modified 
system against any other mechanical classification system, for completeness and transparency 
the report shows the performance of the current system (old machine) when compared to the 
expert graders, which also should be noted, performed to a very high standard.

18/12/2019WRR05600Proposed Legislation

18/12/2019WRR05700366. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he will introduce new legislation to counteract the decision in order to en-
sure harvesting can proceed in March 2020 to ensure job security for up to 4,000 employed in 
the sector further to a recent High Court decision in which statutory instruments for the harvest-
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ing of horticultural peat was challenged successfully and introduced earlier in 2019 for plots in 
excess of 30 hectares. [53451/19]

18/12/2019WRR05800375. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans for commercial peat harvesting subsequent to the judicial review into two 
Statutory Instruments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53667/19]

18/12/2019WRR05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 366 and 375 together.

I signed the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Peat Extraction) Regu-
lations 2019 (S.I. No. 4 of 2019) on 25 January 2019, with the objective of making the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) the sole competent authority for peat extraction of over 
30 hectares in Ireland, and making Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for such activity 
mandatory. 

In conjunction with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) 
Regulations (S.I. No. 12 of 2019), which were signed by the Minister for Housing Planning 
and Local Government on the same date, these Regulations exempted large-scale peat extrac-
tion from planning permission and made the EPA the single competent authority for monitoring 
large-scale peat extraction through its Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) licencing process.

It was my intention, in bringing forward S.I. No. 4 of 2019, to put in place a robust, stream-
lined system of regulation for peat extraction, which would provide both high standards envi-
ronmental protection and certainty for the sector regarding the applicable regulatory require-
ments.

However, both sets of Regulations were the subject of a Judicial Review brought by Friends 
of the Irish Environment in April 2019. On 20 September 2019, the High Court set aside both 
the above referenced Regulations, on the basis that they were incompatible with EU law and 
were ultra vires under national law. 

The judgment, and potential responses on the part of Government, is being given detailed 
consideration by my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment, together with the Attorney General’s Office.

18/12/2019WRS00200Broadband Service Provision

18/12/2019WRS00300367. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of broadband availability for a property (details supplied). [53473/19]

18/12/2019WRS00400368. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a fibre broadband service will be provided to an area (details supplied) as part 
of the current Eir roll-out. [53474/19]

18/12/2019WRS00500370. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if fibre broadband will be supplied to a property (details supplied). [53477/19]

18/12/2019WRS00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 367, 368 and 370 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the Government’s plan to rollout high speed broad-
band to the 1.1 million people living and working in the nearly 540,000 premises including 
almost 100,000 businesses and farms, along with 695 schools where commercial operators will 
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not commit to deliver the service. 

The Deputy’s Questions relate to premises which are located in the AMBER area on the 
NBP High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed on 19 Novem-
ber with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will 
have access to high speed broadband within the next four years.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, will be connected to high speed broadband dur-
ing 2020, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to high speed broadband. The 
BCP locations are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s 
website www.dccae.gov.ie.

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits.

By the end of 2021, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. NBI has indicated that the net-
work rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the beginning of deployment.

18/12/2019WRS00800Broadband Service Provision

18/12/2019WRS00900369. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the availability of fibre broadband to a property (details supplied). 
[53476/19]

18/12/2019WRS01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): According to my Department’s high speed broadband map, available at www.broad-
band.gov.ie , the premises referred to by the Deputy is one which is indicated as having been 
passed by eir as part of their rural deployment of high speed broadband. Therefore, that prem-
ises should be in a position to order a high speed broadband connection from a provider offering 
services on the network.

Where a premises in this situation is having difficulty getting connected, my Department’s 
customer service team in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) Division can assist by raising a 
case with eir. 

I advise the Deputy’s constituent to contact the NBP customer service team at broadband@
dccae.gov.ie directly, providing their name, phone number, email address and Eircode, as well 
as details of the issues they are experiencing. My Department will then be in a position to pur-
sue a case on their behalf with eir.

  Question No. 370 answered with Question No. 367.
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18/12/2019WRS01200Broadband Service Provision

18/12/2019WRS01300371. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if fibre broadband will be supplied to a housing estate (details supplied). [53478/19]

18/12/2019WRS01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the Government’s plan to rollout high speed 
broadband to the 1.1 million people living and working in the nearly 540,000 premises includ-
ing almost 100,000 businesses and farms, along with 695 schools where commercial operators 
will not commit to deliver the service.    The Deputy’s Question relates to premises which are 
located in the AMBER area on the NBP High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on 
my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to 
be served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for 
which was signed on 19 November with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).  Work has already 
begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All counties will see prem-
ises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will have access to high 
speed broadband within the next four years.

These premises were originally in the BLUE area, meaning commercial operators had 
planned to provide high speed broadband to the area. As commercial operators’ plans to serve 
these premises have not materialised, these premises have now been included in the Interven-
tion area for the NBP following the recent NBP Mapping Consultation, so as to ensure that 
these households are not left behind and will have access to a high speed broadband service. 
This is why the premises are AMBER dots in a BLUE area.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, will be connected to high speed broadband dur-
ing 2020, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to high speed broadband. The 
BCP locations are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s 
website www.dccae.gov.ie.

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits.

By the end of 2021, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. NBI has indicated that the net-
work rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the beginning of deployment.

18/12/2019WRS01500Broadband Service Provision

18/12/2019WRS01600372. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when broadband will be available in an area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53581/19]

18/12/2019WRS01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the Government’s plan to rollout high speed 
broadband to the 1.1 million people living and working in the nearly 540,000 premises includ-
ing almost 100,000 businesses and farms, along with 695 schools where commercial operators 
will not commit to deliver the service.    The Question relates to a premises which is located in 
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the AMBER area on the NBP High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by 
the network to be deployed under the NBP State led Intervention, the contract for which was 
signed on 19 November with National Broadband Ireland (NBI). 

Work has already begun and a deployment plan will be made available by NBI shortly. All 
counties will see premises passed in the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State will 
have access to high speed broadband within the next four years.

Approximately 300 Broadband Connections Points (BCPs), including schools, library hubs 
and local sports halls in every county in Ireland, will be connected to high speed broadband dur-
ing 2020, to enable communities to quickly get free public access to high speed broadband. The 
BCP locations are available to view on the High Speed Broadband Map on the Department’s 
website www.dccae.gov.ie.

The BCPs have been specifically selected by the local authorities so that they can provide 
public Wi-Fi and other facilities to support mini digital/enterprise hubs to the local community 
in advance of the main NBP deployment. Broadband Officers in each Local Authority were 
tasked with consulting with local communities and business to find the appropriate mix of loca-
tions to reap the maximum benefits.

By the end of 2021, NBI plans to pass approximately 115,000 premises, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until rollout is completed. NBI has indicated that the net-
work rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the beginning of deployment.

18/12/2019WRS01800Departmental Strategies

18/12/2019WRS01900373. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the steps taken to implement the National Positive Ageing Strategy in his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53598/19]

18/12/2019WRS02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There are a number schemes in place in my Department which are helping to deliver 
on Goal 3 of the Positive Ageing Strategy which is to Enable people to age with confidence, 
security and dignity in their own homes and communities for as long as possible.  The Digital 
Skills for Citizens Scheme is an initiative under the National Digital Strategy for Ireland. My 
Department provides funding to community and not-for-profit organisations to deliver informal 
basic digital skills training where people attending classes will learn the skills they need to take 
their first steps to getting online. 

Training is taking place across all counties and is targeted at people over 45, farming com-
munities, small business owners, the unemployed, persons with disabilities and disadvantaged 
groups. This Scheme replaced and builds on the BenefIT Scheme that my Department operated 
between 2008 - 2016 which delivered over 157,000 training places.

Since training commenced under the Digital Skills for Citizen Scheme in 2017, €5.5 mil-
lion has been invested in providing 10 hours of free basic digital skills training to over 54,000 
participants including 20,500 citizens over the age of 65. 

The Digital Skills for Citizens Scheme is improving wellbeing, raising awareness about on-
line services and providing the opportunities for family and friends to stay connected, therefore 
reducing loneliness as well as achieving cost savings and efficiencies. 
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My Department also funds a number of energy efficiency grant schemes that are adminis-
tered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. Over 400,000 households have carried out 
energy efficiency upgrades with the help of these grants, making their homes more comfortable, 
healthier and more cost effective to run. 

The Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme established in 2016 as a joint energy, social and health 
policy initiative, was designed to objectively measure and validate the health and wellbeing 
impacts of improving the living conditions of vulnerable people living in energy poverty with 
chronic respiratory conditions, demonstrating the multiple benefits of energy efficiency. Over 
1200 homes in the pilot area have now been upgraded. Older participants have reported that the 
scheme has been very beneficial to them.

Under the Climate Action Plan 2019, the Government is committed to implement a carbon 
tax rate of at least €80 per tonne by 2030, accompanied by a trajectory of increases over succes-
sive annual Budgets. This would raise an additional €6 billion that could be invested in decarbo-
nising the economy while also protecting the most vulnerable from the increases in living costs 
associated with the carbon tax. This commitment will send a strong signal to householders and 
firms of the need to invest in low-carbon alternatives, where possible. Budget 2020 confirmed 
a €6 increase in the carbon tax for 2020. This is projected to raise €90 million in 2020, all of 
which will be ring-fenced to support climate action and protect those most vulnerable.

This increase applied from midnight on Budget Day to auto fuels but its application to other 
fuels will be delayed until May 2020, after the winter heating season. The concept of a Just 
Transition and protecting the most vulnerable are at the heart of the Climate Action Plan. Bud-
get measures which will support Just Transition actions in 2020 included: 

- Using €13m from Carbon tax revenue in 2020 to retrofit the homes of people living in or at 
risk of energy poverty through the Warmer Homes Schemes. The total 2020 funding available 
will be €52.8m. 

- Using €21m from Carbon tax revenue in 2020 to make changes to the Fuel Allowance 
Scheme led by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, which will in-
crease the income of households who get the fuel allowance by €2 per week (an annual increase 
of €56).

18/12/2019WRS02100Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRS02200374. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; 
the title of each employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53638/19]

18/12/2019WRS02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the following table:  

Title of Employment Number recruited
Administrative Officer 2
Assistant Principal 7
Assistant Secretary 1
Clerical Officer 4
Cyber Security Developer/Analyst 3
Cyber Security Specialist 1
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Title of Employment Number recruited
Driller 2
Executive Officer 6
Higher Executive Officer 3
ICT Apprentice 1
Principal Officer 1
Senior Geologist 2
Technical Scientific Policy Advisor 4

  Question No. 375 answered with Question No. 366.

18/12/2019WRS02500Prospecting Licences

18/12/2019WRS02600376. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made to date in assessing all applications for renewal of prospecting 
licences in the Connemara area; when a decision will be made on each one; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53691/19]

18/12/2019WRS02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No. 42 of 16 October, 2019. The position is unchanged.

18/12/2019WRS02800Waste Disposal Charges

18/12/2019WRS02900377. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the long-promised payment of €75 will be introduced for persons with life-
long long-term medical incontinence to help meet the average annual cost of disposal of in-
continence products; if arrangements are being made with the HSE to administer the scheme at 
local level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53700/19]

18/12/2019WRS03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has been examining this issue in detail and has engaged with relevant 
stakeholders, including representative organisations and the HSE, in an effort to see how best to 
provide a financial support to persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal 
of medical incontinence wear. However, there are complex issues at play in this area, which are 
understandable given the sensitive nature of the medical data in question.  Since mid-2017, a 
range of charging options have operated, which encourage householders to reduce and separate 
their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various service-price offer-
ings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ 
charging was not introduced.  A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) was established in mid-2017 
to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to homeowners across Ireland as 
the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations in prices and service offerings 
have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price stability. Results from the PMG 
are available on my Department’s website.

18/12/2019WRS03100Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRS03200378. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [53739/19]

18/12/2019WRS03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): While the Main Brexit awareness campaign is led by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, my Department has organised events specifically targeted at the telecommuni-
cations and fluorinated gas sectors.

As these events were targeted at certain sectors and were by invitation only, no advertising 
costs were incurred in the organisation of these events.

18/12/2019WRS03400Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRS03500379. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the owner-
ship of his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
[53787/19]

18/12/2019WRS03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The properties occupied by my Department are owned or leased on behalf of the State 
by the Office of Public Works. Claims against Departments for personal injuries are handled 
by the State Claims Agency. Only one such claim has been made in the period referred to; for a 
sum of €25,461, which paid earlier this year.

18/12/2019WRS03700Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRS03800380. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County 
Meath by location and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the loca-
tion and purpose of each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53839/19]

18/12/2019WRS03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The contract to deliver the National broadband Plan was signed on 19 November. 
This provides for approximate investment of €33m over the 25 years of the National Broadband 
Plan State Intervention providing high speed broadband to 8,245 premises in Co Louth. This 
also provides for approximate investment of €76m over the 25 years of the National Broadband 
Plan State Intervention providing high speed broadband to 18,989 premises in Co. Meath.  The 
most significant component of my Department’s investment in Co Louth and County Meath 
is in respect of the Better Energy Homes and Better Energy Warmer Homes schemes which 
are administered on behalf of my Department by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI) under the Better Energy Programme. 

My Department also provides funding in a number of other areas and details of the funding 
provided under all of the schemes are set out in the following link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq-380-18-12-19_en.docx  “>Funding</a>]

Better Energy Communities supports energy efficiency upgrades to mixed projects of homes, 
community facilities and businesses in a local community; projects under this scheme can cross 
county boundaries and therefore a breakdown of costs per county is not available. €82.32 mil-
lion has been allocated to the Better Energy Communities scheme from 2016 to 2019.
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The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to investigate 
the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The Pilot, which provided 50% 
funding for energy upgrades to an A BER rating and 95% funding provided for low-income 
households, closed for applications on 19th July 2019. Applications were only accepted from 
Service Providers with projects including 5 or more homes; with homes spanning across coun-
ties. Therefore a breakdown per county is not available.

18/12/2019WRS04000Skills Shortages

18/12/2019WRS04100381. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
meet the skills shortages in the hospitality and restaurant sector. [53774/19]

18/12/2019WRS04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Government’s Tourism Policy Statement ‘People, Place and Policy - Grow-
ing Tourism to 2025” recognises the key role that training and education plays in ensuring that 
there is an adequate supply of skilled staff in tourism and to develop talent accordingly. 

In line with other sectors, education and training for the hospitality sector is primarily funded 
and delivered throught the higher, further education and training bodies, namely the Institutes 
of Technology, the Education and Training Boards with complementary training and business 
supports provided by Fáilte Ireland.  

Fáilte Ireland’s priorities within the tourism industry are for on-site practical training inter-
ventions to boost productivity and sustain employment.

Following the publication of the Hospitality Skills Oversight Group final report, Fáilte Ire-
land established a Tourism and Hospitality Oversight Group (COG) to co-ordinate the relevant 
bodies to agree and implement a work programme to address current and future labour supply 
and skill requirements in the Tourism and Hospitality sector.  Under the chairmanship of Fáilte 
Ireland members of this group have developed a two year work plan that focuses on delivery of 
five targeted objectives; improving awareness and attractiveness of the sector, building employ-
ment connections, best practice recruitment and retention, curriculum alignment and mapping 
existing provision to identify gaps.  

With specific regard to chef training, Fáilte Ireland played a leading role in the development 
of a culinary apprenticeship programme through its participation in a consortium collaborating 
on its development. The Commis Chef Apprenticeship programme is currently being delivered 
by a number of Education and Training Boards throughout the country.

Fáilte Ireland has also completed some research to understand attitudes and perceptions of 
the sector and careers within the tourism and hospitality sector  which will inform promotional 
campaigns to drive a dynamic shift in perceptions of what a career in this sector can offer.

My Department is also represented on an cross-department working group on Work Permits 
under the remit of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and has  assisted the 
industry in obtaining permits for certain grades of chefs.

18/12/2019WRS04300National Transport Authority

18/12/2019WRS04400382. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has provided funding for a new train station and related infrastructures to Irish Rail in respect of 
a proposed strategic housing development in the Shankill and Bray areas; if he and or the NTA 
have been consulted in respect of the increased demand that will be placed on the rail network 
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(details supplied); the date on which the new train station will be operational; if he will seek 
fees from the developers to fund the new station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53557/19]

18/12/2019WRS04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding  in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area.  This 
responsibility includes, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, the development of any new sta-
tions. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matter raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 days.

18/12/2019WRS04600Penalty Points System Data

18/12/2019WRS04700383. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of penalty points issued in each county in respect of each offence in the past year in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53560/19]

18/12/2019WRS04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The following table 
provides the details on the number of penalty points issued in respect of those licence-holders 
resident in each county in respect of each offence in the past year (1st January 2019 to 30th 
November 2019).

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-12-18_pq-383-18-12-19_en.xlsx  “>Number of penalty points issued</a>]

18/12/2019WRS04900Penalty Points System Data

18/12/2019WRS05000384. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the speed-
ing offences for which penalty points were issued in the past year by different speed limits 
(details supplied) including the speed limit in operation in the locations in which the offences 
occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53561/19]

18/12/2019WRS05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The speeding location 
and the vehicle speed detected, requested by the Deputy, are not provided to my Department by 
An Garda Síochána.   The current legislation does not distinguish between the degree to which 
offenders are in excess of the legal limit and therefore it is not relevant to the issue of penalty 
points.  That is why I am proposing to bring in a fairer, more proportionate system which will 
distinguish between those who may be only slightly in excess of the relevant speed limit and 
those who are driving well in excess of the maximum legal limit applying.  I thank the Deputy 
for helping to highlight why this reforming legislation is necessary and desirable and I look 
forward to his support for it.

The speeding offence details for the penalty points provided to my Department; and re-
corded on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF), are as follows:

Penalty Point Speeding Offences Number of Offences
Exceed 30 km/h limit                                                                                                        348      
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Penalty Point Speeding Offences Number of Offences
Exceed 50 km/h limit                                                                                                    38,060 
Exceed 60 km/h limit                                                                                                    19,367 
Exceed 80 km/h limit                                                                                                    14,255 
Exceed 100 km/h limit                                                                                                   19,944 
Exceed 120 km/h limit                                                                                                   12,787 
Exceed Road Works Speed Limit (50 Kmh/
Road)                                                              

                       5      

Exceed Road Works Speed Limit (60 Kmh/
Motorway)                                                          

                 5,187 

Exceed Road Works Speed Limit (60 Kmh/
Road)                                                              

                 3,441 

Exceed Road Works Speed Limit (80 Kmh/
Motorway)                                                          

                      12      

Exceed Road Works Speed Limit (80 Kmh/
Road)                                                              

                        7      

Exceed ordinary speed limit (class of ve-
hicle)                                                           

                     815 

Speeding Combination of vehicles                                                                                             157 
Exceed ordinary speed limit (certain ve-
hicles)                                                           

                      70 

Speeding Ordinary Vehicles &gt;3500 kgs                                                                                              5      
Total               114,460

18/12/2019WRS05200Road Traffic Offences Data

18/12/2019WRS05300385. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of drivers disqualified from driving in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, by category of driver 
licence having reached the number of penalty points required for automatic disqualification; the 
offences which resulted in them attracting those points; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53562/19]

18/12/2019WRS05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The following tabular 
statements provide the details requested by the Deputy. The details for offences which resulted 
in penalty points being endorsed on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) record is only 
available for drivers who are currently serving a disqualification. Where a disqualification has 
been served, the offence records are deleted from the NVDF. 

Table 1:

This tables provides the number of drivers disqualified from driving in 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019, by category of driver licence type.

Number of Drivers

Driver Details 2017 2018 2019 (Jan to Nov)
Full 875 882 809
Learner Permit 261 291 292
Novice Driver 171 247 269
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Driver Details 2017 2018 2019 (Jan to Nov)
No Driver Number 122 107 103
Total 1,429 1,527 1,473

Table 2:

This table provides the details of current disqualified drivers broken down by driver licence 
type and penalty offence.

Penalty Point Offence Full Learner Per-
mit

Novice 
Driver

No Driver 
Number

Adult Failing to wear Safety 
Belt cat. M1 Vehicle                                                         

72 27 12 9

Adult Failing to wear Safety 
Belt cat. N1 Vehicle                                                      

25 4 1 1

Adult Failing to wear Safety 
Belt cat. N2  Vehicle                                                       

4    

Adult Failing to wear Safety 
Belt cat. N3  Vehicle                                                      

5   1

Bald/Not maintained/cause 
damage tyre-Left front   wheel                                                  

6 5 2 1

Bald/Not maintained/cause 
damage tyre-Left rear wheel                                                  

5 1 4  

Bald/Not maintained/cause 
damage tyre-Right front  wh
eel                                                

9 1 1  

Bald/Not maintained/cause 
damage tyre-Right rear  wheel                                                

6  2  

Breach of duties on occur-
rence of an  accident                                                          

3 1   

Careless  Driving                                                            6 4 1  
Contravention of rules for use 
of mini roundabouts                                                     

1    

Cross continuous white line/
broken white line                                                          

12 6 3  

Dangerous Driving Reduced 
to Careless  Driving                                                          

9 6 7 1

Driver Fail ensure Passenger 
U/17 wear Safety  Belt                                                     

22 5 1 1

Driver Fail Restrain Child O/3 
in Child  Restraint                                                      

14 4 5 1

Driver Fail Restrain Child U/3 
in Child  Restraint                                                      

12 4 3  

Driver Owner Exceeding De-
sign Gross Vehicle Weight                                                     

1    

Driving a vehicle while hold-
ing a mobile  phone                                                         

254 62 30 32

Driving along/across median     
strip                                                                      

  1  
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Penalty Point Offence Full Learner Per-
mit

Novice 
Driver

No Driver 
Number

Driving dangerously defective     
vehicle                                                                  

   1

Driving on/across cycle track                                                                          1    
Driving without reasonable     
consideration                                                               

41 25 21 6

Entry to hatched marked area                                                                           1  1  
Exceed 100 km/h limit                                                                                  161 38 37 26
Exceed 120 km/h  limit                                                                                  122 16 25 13
Exceed 30 km/h  limit                                                                                 5 1 2  
Exceed 50 km/h  limit                                                                                   197 75 34 33
Exceed 60 km/h limit                                                                                      123 25 25 11
Exceed 80 km/h  limit                                                                                   113 26 17 12
Exceed ordinary speed limit 
(certain  vehicles)                                                         

1    

Exceed ordinary speed limit 
(class of  vehicle)                                                         

8   1

Exceed Road Works Speed 
Limit (60 Kmh/Motorway)                                                        

10 2 1  

Exceed Road Works Speed 
Limit (60 Kmh/Road)                                                            

4  2  

Fail to comply with manda-
tory traffic  signs                                                            

3    

Fail to comply with No Entry 
traffic sign                                                              

1  1  

Fail to comply with prohibi-
tory traffic signs                                                          

9 5 3  

Fail to Deactivate Airbag 
Child Restraint in use                                                       

1    

Fail to drive on the left hand     
side                                                                    

2  1  

Fail to obey traffic lights                                                                            38 11 15 3
Fail to stop before stop sign/
stop line                                                                

2 5   

Fail to stop for  Garda                                                                                 1    
Fail to yield right of way                                                                             1  
Fail to yield right of way at     
sign/line                                                                

1    

Learner driver unaccompanied 
by a qualified driver                                                     

20 174 77 6

No cert of road worthiness     
user                                                                        

1    

No insurance - (user)                                                                                47 55 19 5
No safety belt  -  driver                                                                                1    
Non-Display of L Plate 
(Learner Driver)                                                                 

20 121 42 2
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Penalty Point Offence Full Learner Per-
mit

Novice 
Driver

No Driver 
Number

Non-Display of N plate (Nov-
ice  driver)                                                                 

8  27 1

Non-Display of yellow ‘N’ 
tabard on motorcycle                                                       

  1  

Offence relating to  Overtak-
ing                                                                         

6   2

Reduced to Driving without 
reasonable consideration                                                       

3  1  

Speeding Combination of     
vehicles                                                                       

2    

Tyre with Depth Less than 1.6 
mm -  User                                                                   

 2   

Unsuitable Tyre   -  User                                                                                  1   
Unsuitable Tyre due to degree 
of inflation -  User                                                       

1    

Use vehicle without NCT     
certificate                                                                    

75 61 15 9

Using vehicle without authori-
sation plate  passenger                                                    

1    

22-35mcg of alcohol per 
100ml of  breath                                                                

6    

50-80mg of alcohol per 100ml 
of  blood                                                                  

   1

67-107mg of alcohol per 
100ml of  urine                                                                 

1    

U-Turn on dual carriageway/
central reserve/traffic  island                                              

1    

18/12/2019WRS05500Sports Organisations

18/12/2019WRS05600386. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the overall amount outstanding from an organisation (details sup-
plied) to local soccer leagues and organisations either in the form of grants or payments for the 
use of pitches and premises and so on; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that 
such outstanding funds have the capacity to seriously damage the activities of local soccer; and 
his plans to secure payment of the funds in the context of his plans to fund local soccer organi-
sations. [53590/19]

18/12/2019WRS05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. 

While funding to the organisation mentioned by the Deputy remains suspended, Sport Ire-
land is considering how best to fund relevant programmes in a manner that is aligned with the 
duty to protect public moneys.

As the Deputy will be aware, Sport Ireland has developed an effective intermediary ar-
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rangement for the payment of grant funding for the Women’s National Team. Sport Ireland is 
urgently examining a similar arrangement in relation to the provision of funding for develop-
ment officers who do such important work at grassroots level throughout the country and it is 
expected that details of that arrangement would be announced shortly.

18/12/2019WRT00200Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRT00300387. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
capital expenditure by his Department from 1 January to 31 August 2019 under headings (details 
supplied); and the projects funded under B8.1 Smarter Travel and Sustainable Urban Transport, 
in tabular form. [53599/19]

18/12/2019WRT00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy  is 
aware, funding provided under these subheads is related to capital expenditure programmes 
and part of a multi-annual capital funding programme.  The timing of expenditure on pro-
grammes such as these are by their nature dependent on a number of variables and therefore 
monthly or quarterly expenditure must be viewed within that context.  The majority of the 
funding allocation each year tends to be drawn down toward the year end.  Reporting of annual 
expenditure outturns is made publicly available each year through the Department’s audited 
Appropriation Account and related reports to, and appearances before, the Oireachtas.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport, including cycling infrastructure. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the allocation of funding at project level, working in 
conjunction with the relevant local authorities.

I can advise the Deputy that, since announcement of Budget 2020, the overall funding for 
my Department’s two principal active travel related programmes is now likely to increase to 
over €100 million in total.  This improved funding allocation does not include the Bus Con-
nects programme which itself will deliver 200km of largely segregated cycle lanes across Dub-
lin. It also does not encompass various other funding sources that can be supportive of walking 
and cycling, such as €23 million for 2020 under the Greenways Strategy and funding that is pro-
vided outside my Department, like the Urban & Rural Regeneration and Development funds. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

18/12/2019WRT00500Noise Mitigation Measures

18/12/2019WRT00600388. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for noise mitigation measures along the M8, N20 and N25; if there is a timetable for the 
implementation of the measures; the regulations and guidelines for the assessment of areas suit-
able for noise mitigation measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53610/19]

18/12/2019WRT00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
operation of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the relevant local authorities.  This includes arrangements concerning noise 
mitigating measures. 
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Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRT00800Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRT00900389. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each 
employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53651/19]

18/12/2019WRT01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The table below sets 
out the total number of new staff, by grade, recruited to the Department of Transport, Tourism 
& Sport from January 2019 to date. 

Title of Position Number recruited   
Administrative Officer  9 
Assistant Principal  4 
Archivist 1 
Clerical Officer 25 
Civilian Driver 1 
Engineer & Ship Surveyor 1 
Executive Officer (ICT Apprentice) 2 
Executive Officer   14 
Higher Executive Officer 5 
Operations &Training Officer 4 
Press Advisor 1 
Watch Officer 5 
Temporary Clerical Officer 12 
Grand Total 84 

18/12/2019WRT01100Airport Development Projects

18/12/2019WRT01200390. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the meet-
ings he held during 2019 regarding the potential operation of an independent third terminal at 
Dublin Airport. [53670/19]

18/12/2019WRT01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the National Aviation Policy (NAP) committed that the Department would commission 
a high-level, strategic capacity review of Ireland’s State airports in 2018, taking into account 
wider Government objectives and policies for enterprise and tourism as well as developments 
in the global market.  

Oxford Economics in conjunction with Cambridge Economic Policy Associates were con-
tracted to conduct a high-level strategic capacity review of Ireland’s State airports and this Re-
view was published on 24 October 2018. It provides an assessment which is both specific about 
short terms actions as well as identifying further work that needs to be undertaken to assist in 
decision-making for the longer term to 2050. In the case of Dublin Airport only, the study as-
sesses the relative advantages and disadvantages of the operation of Terminal 3 by the existing 
airport operator in comparison with being operated on an independent basis.

To ensure that there is an open approach to the options for Dublin Airport, including any 
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decision on a third terminal, a public consultation on the Review has been completed. All of the 
issues raised during the public consultation, along with the Review itself and any further work 
carried out as a result of the Review, are now being considered carefully ahead of the making of 
recommendations to Government. I have had a number of meetings and briefings with officials 
in my Department relating to the Review and the work carried out as a result of the Review. 

I have had no specific meetings with any other entities or stakeholders, in relation to the 
potential operation of an independent third terminal at Dublin Airport during 2019. 

18/12/2019WRT01400Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRT01500391. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of each of the meetings he has held with his EU counterparts during 2019, in tabular form. 
[53671/19]

18/12/2019WRT01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Attached is a table of 
meetings held with my EU counterparts during 2019.

Country Counterpart Issue Date
Norway
Minister of Children 
and Equality and 
Vice President of 
WADA

Linda Hofstad Hel-
leland

 Anti-doping issues  14 Jan 2019

France
Minister of Europe 
and Foreign Affairs

 Jean-Yves Le Drian  BREXIT  19 Feb 2019

Netherlands
Minister for Infra-
structure and Water 
Management 

 Cora van Nieuwen-
huizen

 BREXIT   6 June 2019

Croatia
Minister for Mari-
time Affairs, Trans-
port and Infrastruc-
ture 

 Oleg Butkovic  Ten-T & BREXIT  6 June 2019

Sweden
Minister for Infra-
structure 

 Tomas Eneroth  Transport  6 June 2019

Bulgaria
Minister of  Trans-
port, Information 
Technology and 
Communications

 Mr Rossen Jeliaz-
kov 

 Mobility package  2 December

Poland 
Minister of Infra-
structure

 Mr Andrzej Adam-
czyk

 Mobility package  2 December

Latvia
Minister of Infra-
structure

 Mr Talis Linkaits  Mobility package  2 December
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Country Counterpart Issue Date
Belgium
Federal Minister for 
Mobility and Trans-
port 

 Mr François Bellot  Mobility package & 
BREXIT

 2 December

 

18/12/2019WRT01700Sports Capital Programme Data

18/12/2019WRT01800392. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
decision on the appeals for the sports capital programme will be announced. [53679/19]

18/12/2019WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The most recent (2018) round of the Sports Capital Programme attracted a record 
2,337 applications. Allocations were announced in January, May and November of this year 
with a total of over €56 million awarded to 1,648 different projects. All applicants have now 
been notified of the outcome of the assessment process and all unsuccessful applicants have 
been invited to appeal the decision if they feel  an error was made in the assessment of their 
application. The deadline for receipt of appeals is Friday 20th December.  Depending on the 
number of appeals submitted, I expect the assessment of all appeals to be completed early in 
the new year. 

18/12/2019WRT02000Sports Facilities Provision

18/12/2019WRT02100393. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when prom-
ised discus and hammer throwing circles will be erected in the sports grounds in Santry, Dublin 
9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53681/19]

18/12/2019WRT02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the operation of Morton stadium in Santry. 

I understand that the substantive works have been completed and that some outstanding is-
sues are expected to be completed in January 2020.   

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply in relation to the out-
standing issues. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 
days.

18/12/2019WRT02300Rural Transport Programme

18/12/2019WRT02400394. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the us-
age of the extended rural transport LocalLink services that cover weekend and late night jour-
neys which were initiated as a pilot; if data is available on the journeys taken; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53692/19]

18/12/2019WRT02500395. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to further expand the usage of the rural transport LocalLink services following the success of 
the extended weekend late night pilot scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53693/19]
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18/12/2019WRT02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 394 and 395 together.  

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for integrated 
local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, which now 
operates under the ‘Local Link’ brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your questions to the 
NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

18/12/2019WRT02800Rural Transport Programme Data

18/12/2019WRT02900396. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the take-
up of the LocalLink rural hackney grant pilot scheme announced in 2019 for 15 rural areas 
nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53694/19]

18/12/2019WRT03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the operation of the Designated Local 
Area Hackney pilot scheme, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the 
provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRT03100Traffic Management

18/12/2019WRT03200397. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of his plans for the installation of further red light running cameras in Dublin city at 
Blackhall Place, Con Colbert Road and Queen Street; and when the enabling legislation will be 
updated. [53709/19]

18/12/2019WRT03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Section 81 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2010 allows that electronic apparatus, including cameras, may be used to pro-
vide evidence in relation to offences under a number of the provisions of the Road Traffic Acts. 
The installation and management of such cameras is a matter for the relevant Local Authority 
in consultation with An Garda Síochána.

18/12/2019WRT03400Light Rail Projects Status

18/12/2019WRT03500398. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the proposed extension of the Luas green line from Broombridge to Finglas; if a sta-
tion will be provided at Royal Canal Park and Pelletstown; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53717/19]

18/12/2019WRT03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing light rail infrastructure. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

18/12/2019WRT03700Ports Policy

18/12/2019WRT03800399. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the transfer of each port of regional significance to local authority ownership structures 
since the introduction of the national ports policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53728/19]

18/12/2019WRT03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): National Ports Policy, 
published in March 2013, recommended that the five designated Ports of Regional Significance 
(Drogheda, Dún Laoghaire, Galway, New Ross and Wicklow) are transferred to more appropri-
ate local authority led governance structures.

The Harbours Act 2015, enacted in December 2015, provides the legislative basis  to facili-
tate the transfer of the five ports of Regional Significance to Local Authority control. 

Wicklow Port transferred to Wicklow County Council on 30th August 2016. Drogheda Port 
transferred to Louth County Council on 2nd October 2017 with Dún Laoghaire Port transfer-
ring to Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on 3rd October 2018. Further progress was 
made in 2019 when New Ross Port Company transferred to Wexford County Council on Au-
gust 1st 2019.

The transfer of the remaining port of regional significance, Galway Harbour Company, is 
well advanced and the due diligence is completed. The Department continues to liaise with the 
local authority and the port with regard to the transfer process.

18/12/2019WRT04000Cycling Policy

18/12/2019WRT04100400. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost of funding through the National Transport Authority an education programme avail-
able to primary schools to ensure that children are trained in safe cycling; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53729/19]

18/12/2019WRT04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware Cycle Right, the national cycling training standard, was set up and launched by my 
Department, in conjunction with the Road Safety Authority (RSA), Cycling Ireland and other 
interested parties in 2017. The programme provides a national standard of cycle safety and 
skills training so that trainees develop the competence and confidence to cycle safely on the 
road network. 

Since its first year, when over 15,000 primary school students in 428 schools across 22 
counties received cycle training, the numbers receiving training has increased steadily, by ap-
proximately 5,000 per annum, with a target for 2020 of 30,000. 
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The funding allocated by my Department for the programme in 2019 is in the region of 
€725,000.

18/12/2019WRT04300Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRT04400401. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [53752/19]

18/12/2019WRT04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Public communica-
tions and advertising of Brexit related issues for the sectors under my Department’s responsibil-
ities were primarily carried out through the Department’s  agencies or through central Govern-
ment communications and publications. The only Brexit related advertising expenditure directly 
incurred by my Department since 2018 relates to the mandatory advertising in Iris Oifigiúil to 
announce the making of Statutory Instruments necessitated by Brexit. This amounted to €62.

18/12/2019WRT04600Ministerial Meetings

18/12/2019WRT04700402. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the meet-
ings he has held with Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to extending the eligibility 
criteria for asylum seekers to apply for a driver licence. [53754/19]

18/12/2019WRT04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have not met with 
the Minister for Justice and Equality specifically on this issue to date.  However, my officials 
and I have been corresponding with the Department of Justice and Equality on this matter and 
engagement between both Departments continues.

18/12/2019WRT04900Rail Services Provision

18/12/2019WRT05000403. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for new rolling stock to be delivered to Irish Rail for use on the Mullingar to Sligo line; 
and his plans to deal with the overcrowding that persists. [53756/19]

18/12/2019WRT05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am pleased to inform 
the Deputy that Government recently approved for the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
and Iarnród Éireann to proceed with the proposed purchase of 41 additional InterCity Railcars 
(ICRs).  The purchase of these ICRs will increase capacity on the rail network including that 
on the Mullingar to Sligo line as part of the Dublin to Sligo line.  This additional stock will cost 
approximately €150 million and is expected to commence entry into service by end 2021.

18/12/2019WRT05200Road Projects Status

18/12/2019WRT05300404. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if ad-
equate funding will be provided to a local authority in 2020 to ensure progress on the further 
planning and design of a road project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53771/19]

18/12/2019WRT05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
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port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and securing capital funding in 
relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in the context 
of delivering the Government’s commitments arising out of Project Ireland 2040, the planning, 
design, and construction, including the distribution of funding for individual national roads, is 
a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRT05500Road Projects Status

18/12/2019WRT05600405. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided in 2020 towards the necessary upgrading of a road (details supplied) in view 
of the very heavy volume of traffic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53772/19]

18/12/2019WRT05700409. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if spe-
cific funding for a road project (details supplied) will be provided to the local authority in 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53802/19]

18/12/2019WRT05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 405 and 409 together.  

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of Cavan County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter 
for the Council.

The extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the recession meant that grant funding for 
road improvement schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/
renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately maintain the regional and 
local road network. 

Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network 
but it will take some time to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and renewal 
of regional and local roads.  For this reason the primary focus for capital investment is the 
maintenance and renewal of the network and implementation of the 12 regional and local road 
projects identified for development in the period to 2023, subject to necessary approvals, in 
Project Ireland 2040. For this reason there is  limited funding available  for specific improve-
ment grant schemes.

All specific improvement projects put forward by local authorities for consideration must 
comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code and my Department’s Capital Ap-
praisal Framework and it is important for local authorities to prioritise projects within their 
overall area of responsibility with these requirements in mind.  I understand that Cavan County 
Council is working on a project appraisal for submission to the Department regarding the R178 
Virginia to Bailieborough road.  

The planning of a scheme to upgrade the Dunancory Bridge on the R194 did receive specific 
grant funding this year.  Allocations for 2020 will be announced in the New Year.

18/12/2019WRT05900Bus Services
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18/12/2019WRT06000406. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of hybrid buses in operation as of 1 December 2019 in Bus Éireann and Dublin Bus, respec-
tively. [53781/19]

18/12/2019WRT06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing bus fleet purchase.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

18/12/2019WRU00200Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRU00300407. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the per-
sonal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of his Department 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53800/19]

18/12/2019WRU00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Office of Public 
Works, which comes under the remit of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, is 
responsible for the acquisition of accommodation for Government Departments, including the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 

The National Treasury Management Agency, which comes under the remit of the Minister 
for Finance, is the State body which provides asset and liability management services to Gov-
ernment and is designated as the State Claims Agency when performing the claims manage-
ment, risk management and legal cost management functions delegated to it under the National 
Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act 2000 and the National Treasury Management 
Agency (Amendment) Act 2014.

Accordingly, the publication of personal injuries payouts would be a matter for consider-
ation by the State Claims Agency in the first instance.

18/12/2019WRU00500Departmental Funding

18/12/2019WRU00600408. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if spe-
cific funding programmes will be introduced to support the tourism and hospitality sector in the 
Border region due to the challenges that will arise for the sector due to Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [53801/19]

18/12/2019WRU00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Whilst recent politi-
cal developments in the UK mean that a no-deal Brexit is now less likely, this does not mean 
that Brexit no longer poses a threat to the tourism sector here. The measures I have taken to 
ensure that Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland are equipped to address issues arising for tourism 
from Brexit have helped to mitigate any negative impacts to date.   

In 2019, the Government allocated almost €8 million in additional funding to the tourism 
agencies specifically to respond to the impact of Brexit. Key elements of the budgetary response 
involved temporary, targeted funding for the sectors most affected, including the Border region. 
Furthermore, additional Government supplementary funding of €7 million has been provided to 
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the agencies at the end of 2019, primarily to support accelerated tourism marketing initiatives 
aimed at mitigating the impacts of Brexit.   

In Budget 2020, I secured an allocation of almost €186 million for tourism, up 10% (over 
€17m) on the 2019 allocation. This will help to ensure that the agencies remain equipped to 
deal with the challenges caused by Brexit as the situation evolves, particularly in those regions 
most exposed.

  Question No. 409 answered with Question No. 405.

18/12/2019WRU00900Local Improvement Scheme Funding

18/12/2019WRU01000410. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
reintroduce specific funding for the local improvement scheme in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53825/19]

18/12/2019WRU01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As we outlined to 
the Deputy last month, the maintenance of roads not taken in charge by local authorities is the 
responsibility of the relevant landowners.  

However Section 81 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides the statutory basis for 
the Local Improvements Scheme (LIS).  Under that Scheme, funding can be provided by the 
Minister for Transport to local authorities for the construction and improvement of non-public 
roads (that is roads not taken in charge by local authorities) which meet the very specific criteria 
set out in the Act:   

 A contribution from the beneficiaries is required in all cases. Section 81 (4)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 states that assistance by a road authority under the LIS is conditional on 
a financial contribution by the relevant parties. 

Section 81 of the 2001 Local Government Act also provides that, after consultation with the 
Minister for Transport and with the consent of the Minister for Finance, another Minister may 
make a grant to a road authority in relation to non-public roads in accordance with a Scheme 
made by that other Minister. 

Therefore State assistance can be provided under the statutory Local Improvement Scheme 
and up to 2012 my Department did provide ring-fenced funding for this scheme. However, due 
to the major cutbacks in roads funding arising from the financial crisis, it was necessary for the 
Department to stop  providing dedicated funding for LIS in 2012 and there was no funding for 
LIS in that year.

After that from 2013 to 2017, while there was no separate allocation for the Local Improve-
ment Scheme, local authorities could use a proportion of their Discretionary grant for the Local 
Improvement Scheme if they chose to do so. The allowable proportion of Discretionary Grant 
was 7% in 2013 and this was increased to 15% from 2014 onwards.  The reason this approach 
was taken was that it was considered that Councils were best placed to decide whether to con-
centrate the limited grant funding available on public roads or to operate a local improvement 
scheme  for non-public roads.

In September 2017, my colleague the Minister for Rural & Community Development rein-
troduced dedicated funding for the Local Improvement Scheme and is continuing to fund the 
Scheme. In light of the significant funding being put into LIS by that Department and the press-
ing need to direct resources into maintaining and renewing public roads, it was decided that the 
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option of allocating a proportion of the Discretionary grant to LIS would no longer apply from 
2018.  

While I am open to discussing the position in relation to LIS with Minister Ring, should he 
wish to do so,  I am loath to divert funding from public roads to non-public roads when funding 
for public roads is still below the level needed to achieve “steady state” and significant funding 
is being made available by Minister Ring for the LIS - close to €50 million since 2017.

18/12/2019WRU01200Road Network

18/12/2019WRU01300411. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position regarding the Julianstown bypass following the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport meeting on 25 September 2019; if his Department has met with Meath 
County Council as promised at that meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53835/19]

18/12/2019WRU01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  

As indicated by my Department in the context of the Joint Oireachtas Committee meeting 
in September,  the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the recession meant that grant 
funding for road improvement schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 because expenditure on 
maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately maintain the 
regional and local road network. 

Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network 
but it will take some time to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and renewal 
of regional and local roads.  For this reason the primary focus for capital investment is the 
maintenance and renewal of the network and implementation of the 12 regional and local road 
projects identified for development in the period to 2023, subject to necessary approvals, in 
Project Ireland 2040. 

Some limited provision is being made in the capital budget for the appraisal of a pipeline 
of upgrade projects. This is intended to cover the appraisal of projects for development, if pos-
sible, in the later years of the National Development Plan.  

 All additional projects put forward by local authorities for consideration must comply with 
the requirements of the Public Spending Code and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Frame-
work and it is important for local authorities to prioritise projects within their overall area of re-
sponsibility with these requirements in mind.  In this context my Department  did discuss Meath 
County Council’s road programme, including traffic management at Julianstown, as part of an 
engineering inspection after the Joint Oireachtas Committee meeting.

The appraisal process includes the preparation of a Preliminary Appraisal for each proposed 
project.  Projects costing over €5 million also need a Detailed Appraisal Report if they progress 
beyond the Preliminary Appraisal stage.   The Department will continue to liaise with Meath 
County Council in relation to the further analysis required to underpin the assessment and cost-
ing of various options for managing traffic in the Julianstown area.  As explained at the Joint 
Oireachtas meeting by the Department the appraisal process can be expected to take time and 
the scope for moving pipeline projects through to development stage is dependent on the future 
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availability of funding.  I understand that Meath County Council is committed to examining 
traffic management measures which could be implemented in the shorter term.

18/12/2019WRU01500Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRU01600412. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and 
facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each 
such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53850/19]

18/12/2019WRU01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport I have responsibility for overall policy and securing capital funding in 
relation to the national roads programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place 
with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, de-
sign and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the 
local authorities concerned.

Details of the regional and local road grant payments to local authorities are outlined in the 
regional and local road grant payment booklets which are available in the Oireachtas Library.   
Details of the 2019 regional and local road grant allocations are also available in the Dáil li-
brary. The final 2019 payments are being processed at present and the 2019 payment booklet 
will also be lodged in the Oireachtas library shortly.

Under the Electric Vehicle Toll Incentive Scheme, electric vehicle drivers passing the toll on 
the M3 Clonee to Kells or the M1 Gormanston to Monasterboice are eligible for a discounted 
toll on each journey up to a maximum €500 annual threshold for private vehicles and €1,000 for 
commercial vehicles. Under the Electric Small Public Service Vehicle (eSPSV) Grant Scheme 
2018, 1 SPSV driver from Co. Louth received a grant of €7,000 and 2 SPSV drivers from Co. 
Meath received grants totalling €14,000 towards the purchase of an electric vehicle, while un-
der the eSPSV Grant Scheme 2019, 2 SPSV drivers from Co. Louth received grants totalling 
€9,000. This amounts to a total of €30,000 allocated to applications received from Co. Louth 
and Co. Meath under the eSPSV Grant Scheme since its launch.

Details of all grants allocated and payments made under the Sports Capital Programmes are 
published on my Department’s website at https://www.gov.ie/en/service/d13385-sports-capital-
programme/#sports-capital-programme-allocations-and-payments

 Details of grants allocated and payments made under the Local Authority Swimming Pools 
Programme are also published online at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/27c4d1-local-au-
thority-swimming-pool-programme/

18/12/2019WRU01800Rail Network Expansion

18/12/2019WRU01900413. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the extension of the DART to Drogheda; the timeline for the commencement of the 
service; the frequency of trains expected at peak and off-peak times; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53867/19]

18/12/2019WRU02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public trans-
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port.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development 
and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin Area including implementation 
of the DART Expansion Programme that is included in the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 
and being funded under the National Development Plan 2018-2027.

Noting the responsibility of the Agancy, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA 
for direct reply on the specific issues raised.  Please advise my office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRU02100Railway Stations

18/12/2019WRU02200414. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the provision of a new railway station in northern areas of Drogheda in view of 
the increase in population in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53868/19]

18/12/2019WRU02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for ensuring the 
development and delivery of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area and, in 
consultation with Iarnród Éireann, consideration and/or provision of any new railway stations.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to 
the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

18/12/2019WRU02400Rail Services Provision

18/12/2019WRU02500415. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the need to increase capacity on rail lines to County Kildare; if he will consider an expansion 
of the lines to four lines from Hazelhatch to south County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53880/19]

18/12/2019WRU02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area.  This includes, in 
consultation with Iarnród Éireann, both implementation of the DART Expansion Programme, 
which provides for electrification of the rail network in the GDA including the Maynooth 
and Celbridge lines, and the development of the rail network including enhancing capacity.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

18/12/2019WRU02700Railway Stations

18/12/2019WRU02800416. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Dun-
leer railway station will be reopened in view of the significant population growth in mid-County 



Questions - Written Answers

200

Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53881/19]

18/12/2019WRU02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The maintenance, renewal and operation of the rail network and stations on the network includ-
ing the former station referred to, is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRU03000Family Support Services

18/12/2019WRU03100417. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
views on the upgrade of a family support centre (details supplied) to the designation of family 
resource centre; the process involved in securing this designation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53519/19]

18/12/2019WRU03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme. Applications 
to the programme are an operational matter for Tusla. 

The additional funding for FRCs secured in Budget 2019 will be retained in 2020, ensuring 
that overall funding for the FRC Programme will remain at €18 million. This funding will be 
used to ensure that FRC budgets are maintained, and that resourcing is provided for the employ-
ment of the additional Family Support Workers secured in 2019.

I have requested Tusla to respond to you directly on this matter.

18/12/2019WRU03300Children in Care

18/12/2019WRU03400418. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children in care; the number in care without an allocated social worker by local area; the steps 
being taken to address the problem; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53559/19]

18/12/2019WRU03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore re-
ferred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be provided to the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRU03600Childcare Services Provision

18/12/2019WRU03700419. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of childcare facilities in Cork city and county that have not re-registered with Tusla 
from 2018 to 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53608/19]

18/12/2019WRU03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the matters 
to which the Deputy refers are an operational matter for Tusla, I have requested Tusla to re-
spond to the Deputy directly within 10 working days.

18/12/2019WRU03900Departmental Staff Data
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18/12/2019WRU04000420. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of new staff recruited to her Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each employ-
ment position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53637/19]

18/12/2019WRU04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The number of 
new staff recruited to my Department between January 1st 2019 and December 13th 2019 is 44 
and are outlined in the following table.

Position  Number 
 Principal Officer 4 
 Professional Accountant Grade 1 1 
 Assistant Principal 15 
 Higher Executive Officer 1 
 Administrative Officer 3 
 Executive Officer 14 
 Clerical Officer 5 
 Special Advisor 1 
 Total 44 

18/12/2019WRU04200Childcare Services

18/12/2019WRU04300421. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that many parents will receive lower income-based subsidies 
than previously awarded to them in respect of aftercare for school-aged children under the new 
national childcare scheme; the actions she plans to take to deal with the situation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [53657/19]

18/12/2019WRU04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS) is designed to improve the accessibility and affordability of qual-
ity childcare for families.  In replacing the legacy schemes, the Scheme entails a fundamental 
shift away from subsidies grounded in medical card and social protection entitlements, and 
towards a comprehensive and progressive system of universal and income-based subsidies.  By 
making this shift and by tangibly reducing the cost of quality childcare for thousands of fami-
lies across Ireland, the Scheme aims to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, 
make work pay and reduce child poverty. It is also designed to have a positive impact on gender 
equality in relation to labour market participation and employment opportunities.   

In this way, the NCS aims to combat the poverty traps which may exist within the existing 
schemes, and to appropriately incentivise employment and education or training for parents, a 
policy objective that is known to benefit child and family outcomes.   

With regard to income-based subsidies awarded under the Scheme, parents who are work-
ing, studying or who meet certain other conditions will qualify for an enhanced-hours subsidy 
(up to a maximum of 40 hours per week, or from September 2020, 45 hours per week).  The 
definitions of ‘work’ and ‘study’ are set out in regulations made under the Childcare Support 
Act 2018 and are comprehensive, covering differing types of work and study arrangements, 
such as part-time, week on/ week off and zero hour contract arrangements.   

Where a parent is not engaging in work or study, the child will only be eligible for the stan-
dard number of hours of subsidy, that is 15 hours per week . From September 2020, this will 
increase to 20 hours. It is also important to note that the subsidy will only be payable during 
non-term time. This policy decision seeks to make the best use of finite investment for the high-
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est number of families, to encourage labour market activation, to avoid poverty traps in some 
instances, and is also consistent with evidence on what is best for children.  Research evidence 
supports shorter/part time hours in high quality Early Learning and Care services while school 
attendance also meets children’s development needs generally.

The extra hours available from September 2020 are targeted at supporting children whose 
parents are not in work or study, and also working families needing school age childcare. They 
also respond to concerns expressed by one parent groups.

It is important to note that  the maximum subsidy rates compare very well overall with ex-
isting targeted scheme subsidy rates, while acknowledging that the schemes do not lend them-
selves to easy comparison.

The benefits of moving to an income-basis for eligibility include clarity, reduction of wel-
fare traps, and equity. Eligibility criteria will now be on a single, clear basis, there will be in-
creased support for progression into employment and retention in employment, and there will 
be equity in ensuring that low-income working families are not excluded from benefitting from 
subsidised childcare.

The new Scheme is based on the principle of progressive universalism – providing a level 
of support to all families while providing additional targeted support to families with lower in-
comes. As a result of this measure, all families will be able to take part in the NCS. This widens 
participation and removes any potential stigma that may attach to families who benefit from the 
Scheme, increasing the likelihood that all service providers will choose to participate.

There may be a small number of cases where a family who is currently receiving the maxi-
mum rate for full-time childcare under an existing programme may receive less under the Na-
tional Childcare Scheme, particularly if their child is in school age childcare  rather than full-
time childcare.  In such cases, the family can remain on their current payment in the transition 
period following the Scheme’s launch. I have committed to ensuring that no one loses out in 
the transition to the new scheme through the “saver” arrangements. This means that persons 
registered on the CCSP or TEC schemes before they close, and who retain their eligibility, will 
be able to remain on them indefinitely.

New applications for CCSP closed on 15th November, and applications to the TEC schemes 
will close from 14th   February 2020. Parents using the saver arrangement can move over to the 
NCS at any point. The Parent Information line can help parents to understand which scheme 
will serve their family better.    

I have also directed my officials to undertake research and analysis to examine any adjust-
ments to the National Childcare Scheme which might be required to address unusual or anoma-
lous cases, where this is the right thing to do to protect and benefit lower income parents. The 
scheme will be reviewed after 12 months and closely monitored thereafter to ascertain if it is 
meeting its stated objectives.   

Finally, I would like to highlight that the new National Childcare Scheme has been designed 
to be flexible, with income thresholds, maximum hours and subsidy rates which can be adjusted 
in line with Government decisions and as more investment becomes available.  As such, any 
adjustments deemed necessary by Government can be carried out in a quick and responsive 
manner.

18/12/2019WRU04500Departmental Advertising Data



18 December 2019

203

18/12/2019WRU04600422. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [53738/19]

18/12/2019WRU04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs did not incur expenditure on advertising relating to Brexit in 2018 
or 2019. 

18/12/2019WRU04800Early Childhood Care and Education

18/12/2019WRU04900423. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the supports 
that exist for naíonraí; and the estimated cost of increasing the supports by 5%. [53768/19]

18/12/2019WRU05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, I am conscious of the value of supporting the provision of services 
in the Irish language to children at an early age, and of the role pre-schools can play in pro-
moting Irish as a living language. My Department provides many supports to facilitate Irish-
medium early learning and care services to operate through Irish. 

In this regard my Department has collaborated with the Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht in agreeing a comprehensive set of actions under the 5 Year Action Plan for 
the Irish Language 2018-2022.  These actions are in support of the overarching 20 Year Strategy 
for the Irish Language 2010-2030, and are designed to affirm the importance that early learning 
and care settings have in encouraging the development and revitalisation of the Irish language.  
The aim of these actions is to build on the existing measures, supports and partnerships in place 
in the area of Irish-medium early learning and care, and to further improve these supports and 
services.

Furthermore, First 5, the ten year Whole-of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Chil-
dren and their Families contains two actions specifically related to the provision of Irish lan-
guage supports to the early learning and care sector.  

Training and materials for the Access and Inclusion Model that helps children with a dis-
ability to participate in the ECCE scheme are available through Irish.  Inspections operated by 
Tusla and the Department of Education are available through Irish, as are mentoring services 
from Better Start.

Communications in relation to the recently launched National Childcare Scheme are avail-
able in Irish, and Irish speaking support staff are available to answer parental and provider 
queries.

My Department does not target supports specifically at Irish medium early learning and 
care services, rather the many supports which are available are offered to all early learning and 
care services and naíonraí. 

18/12/2019WRU05100Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRU05200424. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the personal 
injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of her Department in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53786/19]

18/12/2019WRU05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There are no 
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plans to publish the information to which the Deputy refers.

18/12/2019WRU05400Early Childhood Care and Education

18/12/2019WRU05500425. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if consid-
eration will be given to funding structures for ECCE providers to ensure they receive a pay-
ment in December 2019 to assist with cash flow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[53823/19]

18/12/2019WRU05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
must adhere to the Rules concerning Exchequer funding. With this in mind, officials from my 
Department have reviewed the payment arrangements to services providing my Department’s 
early learning and care and school age childcare programmes. 

Pobal administers the various schemes and issues payments on behalf of my Department. 
On the 10th   December 2019, there was an announcement on Pobal’s Programmes Implemen-
tation Platform (PIP / IT system), concerning the payment arrangements for Christmas 2019 for 
all early learning and care and school age childcare services. 

An additional ECCE payment will be made on the 20th December 2019, to pay services 
open during the week beginning the 30th December, up until the 3rd  January 2020.

Due to the above amendment, the first ECCE payment in 2020 will now cover the period 
06/01/2020 – 31/01/2020.

18/12/2019WRU05700Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRU05800426. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the capital 
expenditure by her Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location and facility 
provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of each such 
expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53838/19]

18/12/2019WRU05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The information 
requested by the Deputy is quite specific. I have requested the relevant organisations involved 
to collate the information and I will revert again to the Deputy in due course.

18/12/2019WRV00200Childcare Services

18/12/2019WRV00300427. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on her engagement with private childcare providers; if she will consider a framework 
to meet them to listen to their concerns and hopes for the future of the industry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [53873/19]

18/12/2019WRV00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have had regu-
lar and valuable interactions with providers of early learning and care services in my tenure as 
Minister, while visiting services, attending conferences, in my role as a constituency TD and 
through formal structures I have established for this purpose. 

I established the Early Years Forum in 2016, to enable stakeholders to meet and exchange 
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views with me, my officials and representatives of the State agencies involved in the early years 
sector, including Pobal and Tusla.

A number of provider representatives are members of the Forum, including Early Child-
hood Ireland, the National Childhood Network, the Association of Childhood Professionals, 
Seas Suas and the Community Forum. The Forum meets at least twice a year and provides a 
framework for engagement will all parts of the early years education and care sector. I also 
established a professionalisation sub group within the Forum to advance certain matters. The 
Forum affords members the opportunity to ask questions, to propose ideas and solutions, and 
to inform policy. I would encourage its members to actively prepare for these meetings, to add 
items to the agenda and to be part of the problem solving our sector currently requires.

My Department provides funding to a number of organisations to assist my Department in 
delivering on its objectives of improving access to high quality and affordable early learning 
and care and school age childcare. These include 30 City and County Childcare Committees, 
Early Childhood Ireland, the National Childhood Network and Childminding Ireland. Each of 
these organisations represents the voice of private providers and engages directly with my De-
partment to shape our policy. 

I also engage with ICTU and IBEC through the Childcare sub-group of the Labour Em-
ployer Economic Forum, on which SIPTU participates.   

In addition to formal engagements, officials of my Department have frequent interactions 
with providers and their representative bodies, and keep me informed of the current issues of 
concern for providers, both private and community based.

Please see link below for information on the Early Years Forum, including published agen-
das, minutes and current membership list:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/51d20e-early-years-forum-agendas-minutes-and-terms-
of-reference/.   

18/12/2019WRV00500Social Enterprise Sector

18/12/2019WRV00600428. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
reason a club (details supplied) was deemed ineligible to apply under the small capital grant 
scheme for social enterprises 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53672/19]

18/12/2019WRV00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Social en-
terprises are businesses whose core objective is to achieve a social, societal or environmental 
impact.  Like other businesses, they trade in goods or services on an ongoing basis. However, 
any surpluses generated by social enterprises are re-invested into achieving a social impact, 
rather than maximising profit for their owners.  

In October, I launched a call for proposals under a pilot Small Capital Grants Scheme for 
Social Enterprises.  The scheme, which is administered by the Local Development Compa-
nies on behalf of my Department, provides grants of between €2,000 and €15,000 for equip-
ment, repairs or refurbishments to enable social enterprises to improve their service delivery.  

My Department received an overwhelming response to this call for funding, which was 
heavily over-subscribed.  Approximately 1,100 organisations, seeking a total amount of fund-
ing in excess of €11 million, applied for funding.   
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Many applicants did not appear to meet the definition of a social enterprise set out in the 
National Social Enterprise Policy, which was in the guidelines and application form for the 
scheme.  In particular, the requirement for the enterprise to be trading on an on-going basis did 
not apply to a significant number of applicants.   

I understand that the organisation referred to by the Deputy was not considered by the 
relevant Local Development Company to meet the definition of a social enterprises and was 
advised accordingly by the LDC.    

On 9th December, I announced the allocation of €1 million in funding from the Dormant 
Accounts Fund to 124 social enterprise projects across the country under the scheme.    

18/12/2019WRV00800Recreational Facilities Provision

18/12/2019WRV00900429. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when new applications will be accepted under the CLÁR programme to assist in the provision 
of playground facilities and safety measures at schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [53866/19]

18/12/2019WRV01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, I reopened the CLÁR programme in 2016, following a number of years when 
the scheme was closed for new applications.  Since then, almost €33 million has been approved 
for funding over 1,400 projects under the programme. 

The type of projects which have been supported include:

 - safety measures around schools and community facilities;

 - the provision of play areas; 

 - supports for emergency First Responders; and

- a measure to provide vehicles to transport people to Cancer Care and respite centres.

I intend to launch a further call for proposals under CLÁR in the New Year and, in that con-
text, I will be considering the nature of the measures to be supported.  Full details will be made 
available when the programme is announced.   

18/12/2019WRV01100Departmental Staff Recruitment

18/12/2019WRV01200430. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the title of each 
employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53649/19]

18/12/2019WRV01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The number 
of staff recruited to the Department of Rural and Community Development from January 2019 
to date is outlined in tabular form below:

Position Title Number of Staff Hired
Principal Officer 2
Assistant Principal Officer 4
Higher Executive Officer 1
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Position Title Number of Staff Hired
Administrative Officer 2
Executive Officer 4
Clerical Officer 10
Temporary Clerical Officer 2

18/12/2019WRV01400Town and Village Renewal Scheme

18/12/2019WRV01500431. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if the provision of office or workspace is eligible for assistance under the town and village re-
newal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53706/19]

18/12/2019WRV01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme is a key initiative under the Action Plan for Rural Development 
and is part of a range of measures to support the revitalisation of rural Ireland under the Govern-
ment’s Project Ireland 2040 Rural Regeneration and Development Programme.

A wide range of activities are supported through the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, in-
cluding the repurposing of existing buildings in town or village centres to support job creation 
and/or other community use.  Applications to the scheme are made to my Department through 
the Local Authorities, following their consultation with local communities.  Supports are not 
available to private investors under the scheme.

Over 830 projects have received funding of €68 million under the Town and Village Re-
newal Scheme since it commenced in 2016.  I intend to launch a further call for proposals under 
the scheme again next year.  Details of the application process and the closing date for receipt 
of applications will be announced when the scheme is launched.   

18/12/2019WRV01700Rural Regeneration and Development Fund Expenditure

18/12/2019WRV01800432. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the annual profile of expenditure of the rural regeneration fund; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53732/19]

18/12/2019WRV01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, the Government has committed €1 billion to the Rural Regeneration and De-
velopment Fund over a 10 year period to support rural economic development and help build 
strong communities.  

The Fund has been allocated €315m over the period 2019 to 2022 and the various alloca-
tions over that period will be confirmed as part of the annual budgetary process. €52 million 
was allocated to the Fund for 2019.

Following the conclusion of the first call under the Fund in February 2019, a total of 84 suc-
cessful projects had been announced, with funding of €86m provided from the Fund to support 
projects worth a total of €117m.  Under the recently concluded second call, another 26 projects 
were allocated funding of €62 million from the Fund.  These 26 projects will deliver total in-
vestment of €95 million. 

Many of the projects supported to date are large scale and strategic in nature and will be de-
livered on a multi-annual basis.  Notwithstanding this, significant progress is being made on the 
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implementation of the successful projects. To date, €31.3 million has been drawn down from 
the Fund by 65 separate projects.  

Last week I announced the second call for Category 2 applications to the Fund.  Applica-
tions can be submitted up to 12pm on Friday, 28th February 2019.  Category 2 relates to de-
velopment support to enable projects to become ready to apply for Category 1, which supports 
the delivery and completion of capital projects which have full planning permission and other 
necessary consents in place.  

18/12/2019WRV02000Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRV02100433. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53750/19]

18/12/2019WRV02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has not incurred any expenditure on advertising in relation to Brexit within the period 
specified.

18/12/2019WRV02300Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRV02400434. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the 
personal injuries pay outs will be published for properties under the ownership of his Depart-
ment in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53798/19]

18/12/2019WRV02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established on 19 July 2017 and has two office locations, in Trinity Point in Dublin 
and at Government Buildings in Ballina.

Both properties are leased on the Department’s behalf by the Office of Public Works. There 
is currently no property under the ownership of my Department and therefore there are no such 
personal injury payouts to report on during the period in question.

18/12/2019WRV02600Walks Scheme

18/12/2019WRV02700435. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when payments will be made to the landowners on the O’Sullivan Beare Walkway by his 
Department in view of the fact the payment is anticipated by landowners; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53831/19]

18/12/2019WRV02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment administers the Walks Scheme which was originally launched in March 2008. The Scheme 
includes 1,962 landholders as key participants in the provision of 39 high quality walking trails, 
by contracting them to undertake maintenance work on sections of National Waymarked Ways 
and other priority walks that traverse their lands. The landholders receive modest payments 
for maintenance work undertaken in line with agreed work plans.  A number of trails currently 
included in the scheme form part of the Beara Breifne Way, which runs from Cork to Cavan.

Payment to landholders on the scheme are made by my Department twice yearly and all 
payments due in respect of the 39 walks currently on the scheme have been paid for this year.
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Earlier this month I announced the addition of 10 new trails to the Walks Scheme. These trails 
constitute the first phase of an expansion that will see the Walks Scheme doubling in size to 80 
trails when all phases of the expansion are complete. A number of the new trails coming onto 
the Scheme in this first phase comprise parts of the Beara Breifne Way. 

The Walks Scheme is administered at a local level by Local Development Companies on 
behalf of my Department. The Local Development Companies will engage with the relevant 
landholders to develop work plans for the sections of trails that traverse their land.  

It is expected that these work plans will be developed early in the New Year so that the rel-
evant landholders can be formally brought into the scheme and be eligible for payment.   

18/12/2019WRV02900Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRV03000436. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location 
and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of 
each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [53849/19]

18/12/2019WRV03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has provided total capital expenditure of €2,456,884.37 to Co. Louth and €5,282,237.12 
to Co. Meath during the period in question. Due to the volume of information requested by the 
Deputy in respect of the breakdown of individual projects, I am providing this material directly 
to his office.

18/12/2019WRV03200Community Services Programme Funding

18/12/2019WRV03300437. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if low pay in the community centre sector will be examined; if these workers will be in receipt 
of a pay increase; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [53871/19]

18/12/2019WRV03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Community 
Centres throughout the country have staff funded through various schemes, for example the 
Community Services Programme, the Rural Social Scheme, the Community Employment Pro-
gramme and Tús. Each scheme has different qualifying criteria and funding rates. My Depart-
ment has responsibility for the Community Services Programme (CSP) while the other schemes 
are under the remit of the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

The CSP supports qualifying organisations by providing a fixed annual contribution towards 
the cost of an agreed number of full-time equivalent (FTE) positions including a manager where 
warranted. €32,000 per annum is provided towards the costs for the manager position and 
€19,033 per annum towards each FTE position.   

The CSP contribution does not meet the full salary cost of supported posts.  It is a fixed an-
nual contribution that must be co-funded by the organisations concerned from other sources, for 
example, from income generated from the use of facilities and services provided. Moreover, 
all internal operational matters, including general employment issues and salary levels relating 
to CSP supported posts are solely matters for the Boards of those organisations to manage as 
the respective employers.  Organisations supported by the CSP are obliged, under the terms of 
the programme, to pay their employees at least the minimum wage level.  
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Indecon Consultants are carrying out an independent review of the CSP programme, on be-
half of my Department, which is nearing completion.  The review will examine, among other 
things, the programme’s qualifying criteria and income generation requirements.  It will help 
inform decisions on the future shape and structure of the programme.  

In the meantime, I have provided over €1 million in additional supports this year under the 
CSP Support Fund, to help to address the financial challenges faced by many of the smaller 
organisations supported by the CSP.  

18/12/2019WRV03500Community Centres

18/12/2019WRV03600438. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if he will report on the interaction with community centres (details supplied) on the issue of 
necessary fire safety works. [53872/19]

18/12/2019WRV03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I am aware of 
the issues in both Hartstown and Huntstown Community Centres.  In cooperation with Fingal 
County Council, my officials are looking at ways in which my Department might assist in find-
ing a resolution to these particular situations. 

Previously, I was asked about the possibility of opening a national fund for the purpose of 
supporting community centres that have emergency funding requirements for fire safety works.  
I am pleased to inform the Deputy that, under the Dormant Accounts Action Plan for 2020, I 
have now put in place a very modest fund of €250,000 to assist in a limited number of particu-
larly critical cases.

Given the large number of community centres across the country, it is not possible for this 
fund to support a national programme of remediation works.  However, it will allow me to make 
a contribution towards the costs of works in a small number of exceptionally urgent and criti-
cal cases.  In that regard, I am prepared to examine what level of funding contribution can be 
provided to the two centres referenced by the Deputy.

Separately, community facilities are funded from different sources across different Govern-
ment Departments and agencies.  In many cases, they also receive funding supports from the lo-
cal authority, as is the case in both Hartstown and Huntstown.  

My Department provides a range of supports to communities nationwide, helping people 
to participate in the development of their communities and providing funding to improve com-
munity facilities.  

An example of this is the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) which can be used 
to contribute towards the renovation of community infrastructure such as community cen-
tres.   Fingal County Council was allocated €163,310 in respect of the CEP in 2019.   

18/12/2019WRV03800Cycling Facilities Funding

18/12/2019WRV03900439. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding streams available for cycle lanes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53878/19]

18/12/2019WRV04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Responsibil-
ity for the provision of cycle lanes on public roads is a matter for the Local Authorities. 
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However, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport provides funding for national 
and regional greenways and oversees the Government’s strategy for the development of such 
greenways.  Greenways are not exclusively confined to cyclists, but are open to other users such 
as walkers and wheelchair users.

My Department has provided funding for shorter local greenways, as well as cycle tracks and 
other trails, under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund.  Cycleways have also been included as components of regeneration 
projects funded under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. 

These are competitive funds which have operated on the basis of regular calls for proposals 
over the last number of years.   

18/12/2019WRV04100Free Travel Scheme

18/12/2019WRV04200440. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person (details supplied) can arrange to have a bus pass reinstated; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [53467/19]

18/12/2019WRV04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
previous entitlement of the person concerned to a Free Travel Pass was linked to their Disability 
Allowance payment. Under the Make Work Pay initiative, the person is entitled to retain their 
Free Travel Pass for a period of 5 years after taking up employment. The persons Free Travel 
has accordingly been reinstated. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

18/12/2019WRV04400Household Benefits Scheme

18/12/2019WRV04500441. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a household benefits package will be transferred to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53472/19]

18/12/2019WRV04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application form for the Household Benefits Package has issued to the person concerned.  

On receipt of the completed application, their entitlement will be examined.  The person 
will be notified, in writing, of the outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRV04700State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

18/12/2019WRV04800442. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an appeal for State pension (non-contributory) by a person (details supplied) will be expe-
dited. [53475/19]

18/12/2019WRV04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has no record of receiving an appeal from the person concerned.  

Following a review, the person’s claim for state pension (non-contributory) was awarded, 
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with effect from 7 September 2018, on 31 October 2019.   The person concerned was notified 
of this decision in writing and their due arrears of pension were issued to the person concerned 
on 14 November 2019. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

18/12/2019WRV05000Departmental Communications

18/12/2019WRV05100443. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her Department is responsible for and responsive to enquiries from the general 
public as to tracing their unclaimed pension entitlements; if the host mailing service and associ-
ated efforts are limited solely to inquiries from pension scheme administrators; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [53541/19]

18/12/2019WRV05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has arrangements in place to assist with identifying pension schemes members. 

Where the administrator of a pension scheme or a life company is unable to trace a member 
using their own resources, they can use my Department’s host mailing service. This is a contact 
only service whereby my Department forwards letters which contain minimal information to 
the last known address of a pension scheme member. 

The pension provider must have made an unsuccessful attempt to contact the scheme mem-
ber and my Department will only forward letters to the last known address of the member, based 
on its records.

It is important to note that, in all such cases, the Department does not share personal data 
with any third party, and relies on Article 6(f) of the GDPR to perform the communication with 
the customer.

The Department does not hold information on individuals’ private pension entitlements and, 
therefore, the host mailing service cannot help individuals trace unclaimed pensions.  If a per-
son believes that they may have an unclaimed pension entitlement, they should contact their 
former employers and/or pension scheme providers.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRV05300Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/12/2019WRV05400444. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied)  will be expedited. 
[53553/19]

18/12/2019WRV05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
18 June 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by 
a deciding officer on 20 November 2019. 
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It is a condition for receipt of CA that every claimant shall furnish such certificates, docu-
ments, information and evidence as may be required for the purposes of deciding the claim.  
The person concerned failed to provide the information requested.

It is also a condition for receipt of CA that the person being cared for must have such dis-
ability that they require full-time care and attention. This is defined as requiring from another 
person, continual supervision and frequent assistance throughout the day in connection with 
normal bodily functions or continual supervision in order to avoid danger to him or herself and 
likely to require that level of care for at least twelve months. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 13 December 2019 that they do not qualify for CA, 
the reasons for it and of her right of review and appeal.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

18/12/2019WRV05600Carer’s Allowance Appeals

18/12/2019WRV05700445. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal lodged in respect of person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53577/19]

18/12/2019WRV05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 25 July 2019. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that 
the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of 
appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11 September 2019. The case 
was referred to an Appeals Officer on 4 October 2019 and I am advised that the decision of the 
Appeals Officer in this case will issue in the very near future. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

18/12/2019WRV05900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

18/12/2019WRV06000446. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [53597/19]

18/12/2019WRV06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 2 July 2019.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the 
relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. These papers 
were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 30 August 2019. The case was referred to 
an Appeals Officer on 4 October 2019 and I am advised that the decision of the Appeals Officer 
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in this case will issue in the very near future. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

18/12/2019WRW00200Labour Market

18/12/2019WRW00300447. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated cost of introducing one extra bank holiday per year; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [53612/19]

18/12/2019WRW00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Es-
timating the cost to the Exchequer of introducing an extra bank holiday is outside the remit of 
my Department.  

18/12/2019WRW00500Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRW00600448. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of new staff recruited to her Department from January 2019 to date; the title 
of each employment position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53642/19]

18/12/2019WRW00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Re-
cruitment to my Department is done on foot of competitions which are administered by the Pub-
lic Appointments Service (PAS). Details of the number of staff recruited by way of various PAS 
competitions in the year to date are shown in the following table.  The figures include existing 
staff who have been successful in PAS competitions.

In addition to the permanent staff detailed in the table, 862 Temporary Clerical Officers have 
been recruited to cover short-term projects, shorter working year leave scheme and other long-
term staff absences such as maternity leave and carers leave.

Grade No.
Administrative Officer 4
Assistant Principal 18
Clerical Officer 206
Executive Officer 79
EO Information Communications Technol-
ogy 

11

Higher Executive Officer 21
HEO Information Communications Tech-
nology 

4

Principal   Officer 2
Grand Total 345

18/12/2019WRW00800Social Welfare Appeals
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18/12/2019WRW00900449. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the record will be corrected regarding the statement by the chief appeals officer of the 
social welfare appeals office to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection that the social welfare appeals office does not use test cases in view of the fact 
this contradicts a letter of 9 January 2019 (details supplied). [53652/19]

18/12/2019WRW01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Chief Appeals Officer has advised me that the discussion in relation to the use of ‘test cases’ 
before the Joint Committee on Employment Affairs and Social Protection on 5th December 
2019 related to a particular set of circumstances dating back to the early 1990s where a number 
of cases involving a number of employers in a particular sector were selected as so called ‘test 
cases’ to identify criteria that could be used to improve the quality and consistency of decision 
making in relation to a particular type of employment.  The Chief Appeals Officer has advised 
me that the test cases were not used to determine a particular outcome on a ‘group basis’  that 
would be applied to all cases from that employment sector, as seems to have been inferred by 
some observers,  but instead, it is her understanding,  that the cases informed the identification 
of criteria  that could be applied to each individual case in that sector. Decision makers (both 
Deciding Officer and Appeals Officers) would then apply these criteria to all cases that came 
before them and depending on the circumstances of each case, as assessed by reference to these 
criteria, an individual decision would be made in each case.  This approach was a precursor 
to the subsequent development on a tripartite basis of the Code of Practice for  Determining 
Employment or Self-Employment of Individuals Status under the Programme for Prosperity 
and Fairness, a code which was subsequently updated in 2007 under the  Towards 2016 Social 
Partnership Agreement.

The Chief Appeals Officer has also advised me that she does not as a rule take group deci-
sions based on test cases.  However, she has advised that occasionally, and usually where a 
number of workers engaged by the same employer are concerned and have individually submit-
ted an appeal, she is asked to make decisions on a ‘sample’ number of cases. The Chief Appeals 
Officer has agreed to this approach in very limited circumstances and only with the agreement 
of both the employer and the workers concerned. This approach has not been adopted during the 
period of her tenure in any case of an appeal where the classification of a worker as an employee 
or self-employed is the issue under appeal.  

This approach can be an efficient way of dealing with issues that are common in appeal 
cases and where there are a number of workers attached to an appeal. However, the approach 
cannot compromise the integrity of the appeal process or deny any individual interested party 
due process. Each individual always has the opportunity of having any evidence in their own 
case presented to and considered by an Appeals Officer. An individual decision issues in each 
case,  and can be individually submitted for review to the Chief Appeals Officer or indeed, ap-
pealed to the Courts.

I am advised that in the circumstances the Chief Appeals Officer does not consider that a 
contradiction has occurred but she is happy to clarify the position as outlined. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

18/12/2019WRW01100Services for People with Disabilities

18/12/2019WRW01200450. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection the level of accreditation a trainer must offer to participants in disability awareness 
training in order for the client to avail of the 90% grant available from her Department (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53653/19]

18/12/2019WRW01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Through the Disability Awareness Support Scheme (DASS), my Department provides financial 
assistance to private sector organisations to undertake staff development in order to assist the 
integration of people with disabilities into the workforce and to eliminate mistaken perceptions 
about the capacity of people with disabilities to be productive and effective employees and col-
leagues.

This scheme is open to all organisations in the private sector and is available for raising the 
awareness of personnel at all levels and in all occupations. The DASS is suitable for the fol-
lowing:

- Organisations interested in employing or retaining people with disabilities;

- Organisations interested in promoting the employment of people with disabilities.

The trainer/facilitator proposed by the applicant organisation for this grant should:

- Have a training qualification and/or relevant experience; 

- Have a strong social model perspective.  This means that the trainer should focus on how 
the physical and social barriers in society can disable an individual;

- Have an extensive knowledge of disability policy issues. The trainer should be up to date 
with current developments in the disability sector in Ireland; 

- Have experience or awareness of disability and have developed their training programme 
in consultation with people with disabilities.

An application by a private sector organisation for a grant under the DASS should be sub-
mitted between three weeks and two months prior to commencement of the training.

The Disability Awareness course provider selected by applicant organisation must be ap-
proved by a Case Officer and Assistant Principal from the Department prior to the commence-
ment of the training programme or course. Applications cannot be processed for training which 
has already commenced. 

The DASS guidelines can be downloaded from the Department’s website at: https://www.
welfare.ie/en/downloads/DisabiltyAwarenessSupportSchemeGuidelines.pdf  

Further advice and help can be sourced from the following publications produced by the 
National Disability Authority (NDA) - “Guidelines for Purchasers of Disability Equality Train-
ing”.

http://nda.ie/Publications/Employment/Employment-Publications/Guidelines-for-Purchas-
ers-of-Disability-Equality-Training.html

18/12/2019WRW01400Farm Assist Scheme Data

18/12/2019WRW01500451. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons on farm assist by county; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [53689/19]



18 December 2019

217

18/12/2019WRW01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the tabular statement.

The number of recipients of Farm Assist at the end of November 2019 by county.

County Recipients
Carlow 50
Cavan 208
Clare 248
Cork 436
Donegal 1,116
Dublin 18
Galway 576
Kerry 411
Kildare 19
Kilkenny 67
Laois 57
Leitrim 251
Limerick 105
Longford 112
Louth 54
Mayo 915
Meath 41
Monaghan 277
Offaly 51
Roscommon 290
Sligo 162
Tipperary 208
Waterford 53
Westmeath 79
Wexford 128
Wicklow 34
Total 5,966

18/12/2019WRW01700Brexit Expenditure

18/12/2019WRW01800452. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [53743/19]

18/12/2019WRW01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has not incurred any expenditure on advertising in respect of Brexit in 2018 or to 
date in 2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

18/12/2019WRW02000School Meals Programme
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18/12/2019WRW02100453. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of progressively rolling out the hot school meals programme to a further 
35,000 schoolchildren each year on the same basis as that agreed in budget 2020. [53760/19]

18/12/2019WRW02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 schools 
and organisations benefitting 250,000 children at a total cost of €54 million in 2019.  The objec-
tive of the scheme is to provide regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack 
of good quality food, to take full advantage of the education provided to them.  The programme 
is an important component of policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational 
achievement.

As part of Budget 2019, it was announced that my department would commence a pilot 
scheme from September 2019, providing hot school meals in 36 primary schools for an esti-
mated 7,200 children at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  

As part of Budget 2020, I am providing an additional €4 million in funding to extend the hot 
school meals scheme in 2020 for children currently receiving the cold lunch option.  If the full-
year evaluation of the current pilot scheme confirms the positive impacts initially reported, this 
funding will allow my Department to extend the hot school meals scheme from September 2020 
to an additional 35,000 children, especially to those from the most disadvantaged backgrounds.

The additional cost of providing a hot school meal to 35,000 children, who currently receive 
a cold lunch is €9.5 million for a full school year. The cost of providing a hot school meal to 
35,000 children, who do not currently receive a cold lunch would be €18.3 million.

Any further extension of the pilot programme can only be considered in a budgetary context.

18/12/2019WRW02300Departmental Legal Cases Data

18/12/2019WRW02400454. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of her 
Department in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53791/19]

18/12/2019WRW02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Costs incurred by the State in personal injury cases brought to court involving properties oc-
cupied by my Department are managed by the State Claims Agency. 

In accordance with financial procedures in cases involving compensation against the State 
such costs are incurred by the State Claims Agency.  The figures for the years requested are set 
out as follows:

2016 2017 2018 2019 (30 Nov)
€434,256 €242,344 €359,243 €399,912

The Deputy should be aware that, with the exception of Áras Mhic Dhiarmada which is 
owned by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection, all properties occupied 
by the Department are owned or rented by the Office of Public Works.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

18/12/2019WRW02600Capital Expenditure Programme
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18/12/2019WRW02700455. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the capital expenditure by her Department in County Louth and east County Meath by 
location and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and 
purpose of each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [53843/19]

18/12/2019WRW02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has a Headquarters Building and Intreo Centre in Dundalk and an Intreo Centre in 
Drogheda. The buildings are fitted out to modern standards and are regularly maintained. There 
has been no capital expenditure by my Department associated with these buildings over the past 
four years.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/12/2019WRW02900Social Welfare Appeals

18/12/2019WRW03000456. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the social welfare appeals office does not have legislative powers, cannot set precedent 
and is not free to act outside of legislation and precedents set by court. [53882/19]

18/12/2019WRW03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office was established in 1990 and operates independently of  the De-
partment. The role of the Office is to determine appeals against decisions of Deciding Officers/
Designated Persons of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection on social 
welfare entitlements and insurability of employment.  

The main legislative provisions governing the appeal process are contained in Part 10 of the 
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 and the Social Welfare (Appeals) Regulations (Statu-
tory Instrument No. 108 of 1998) and are in place in order to ensure that every appellant is 
given the opportunity to make their case and have all of their evidence fully considered by an 
Appeals Officer. 

Social welfare legislation sets out the conditions to be satisfied in order to establish entitle-
ment to a payment and Appeals Officers are bound to apply these provisions. Certain other con-
ditions of entitlement require judgement to be applied and in such cases Appeals Officers must 
determine these cases having regard to the facts pertaining to the individual case. 

The Chief Appeals Officer has advised me that the decisions of Appeals Officers do not 
create precedents but the Office strives to achieve consistency in its decision making such that 
cases based on the same or similar factual circumstances have the same outcome.

The Chief Appeals Officer has also advised me that while the Office is not a Court it must 
observe the principles of natural justice and fair procedures.

18/12/2019WRW03200Social and Affordable Housing Provision

18/12/2019WRW03300457. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has approved the business case to fund local authorities to rent from cuckoo funds; 
the projections he has made for HAP spending; his views on whether this represents value for 
money as a permanent policy; if a cost-benefit analysis of this and other solutions has been un-
dertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53460/19]



Questions - Written Answers

220

18/12/2019WRW03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Over the course of the 6-year Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, the Government is committed to 
meeting the housing needs of over 138,000 households. This will be achieved through blended 
delivery, involving increasing the social housing stock by 50,000 homes, through build, acqui-
sition and leasing programmes, and supporting some 88,000 further households through the 
Housing Assistance Payment and the Rental Accommodation Scheme.

A range of housing options are necessary to ensure a supply of accommodation to meet 
different types of social housing need. Harnessing the off-balance sheet potential of private 
investment in social housing is an important contributor to meeting this objective and the so-
cial housing targets set out in Rebuilding Ireland over the period to 2021 reflect the ambition 
in that regard. Of the 50,000 social housing homes to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, 
10,000 will be leased by local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) under leas-
ing arrangements from a range of different sources and funded under the Department’s Social 
Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP). The leasing programme secures properties 
from a wide range of lessors and through the various leasing schemes.

High quality secure properties, which represent value for money and are available on a long-
term basis, are being targeted by local authorities around the country to accommodate people on 
local authority waiting lists.  The Government has increased significantly the delivery expected 
from local authorities through their social housing build programme, but it remains the case that 
more homes can be provided through leasing than could reasonably be expected to be delivered 
under construction and acquisition programmes alone. In addition, the cost of delivering social 
housing units under the traditional construction and acquisition model is not adequately cap-
tured by the up-front capital expenditure as each unit will carry a stream of ongoing costs over 
the long-term including management, maintenance and remediation. Furthermore, during the 
term of the lease, the responsibility for structural matters remains with the property owner and 
not the local authority.  At the end of the lease term, the dwelling can require major renovation 
or upgrading resulting in a substantial capital cost, which under leasing is borne by the owner 
rather than the local authority.

 The Government is committed to increasing the supply of social housing and a primary 
focus continues to be the construction of new social housing homes. However, it is important 
that local authorities have the capacity to respond to local residential property markets and that 
they have the tools to provide a range of accommodation types in all of the areas where social 
housing need arises. 

 HAP, a social housing support being provided by local authorities, is one such tool.  HAP 
will replace Rent Supplement for those with a long-term housing need who qualify for social 
housing support. The introduction of HAP means that local authorities can now provide hous-
ing assistance for households with a long-term housing need, including many long-term Rent 
Supplement recipients. At the end of Q3 2019, nearly 67,000 HAP tenancies had been set-up 
since the scheme commenced, of which there were more than 50,000 households actively in re-
ceipt of HAP support and over 29,000 separate landlords and agents providing accommodation 
to households supported by the scheme. However, the introduction of HAP has not resulted in 
increased usage of the private rented sector by the State – at end 2018, there were almost 6,000 
fewer tenancies supported through Rent Supplement, Rental Accommodation Scheme or HAP 
than at end 2014, when the HAP scheme commenced.

HAP is funded through a combination of Exchequer monies and tenant differential rents col-
lected in respect of HAP tenancies. Budget 2019 increased the Exchequer funding for the HAP 
scheme to €422 million. This is allowing for the continued support of existing HAP households 
and also enable the additional 16,760 households targeted under Rebuilding Ireland to be sup-
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ported by HAP in 2019, as well as supporting the roll-out of the Homeless HAP Place Finder 
Support Service across the country. With 68,693 households on our waiting lists, the combina-
tion of 50,000 social housing homes and 88,000 HAP and RAS supports, which will be funded 
by the Government out to 2021, means that both long term and flexible options will be available 
to those on our social housing waiting lists.  

 Details on the Exchequer funding for HAP are set out in the table.

Year   2017   2018   2019   
Outturn €152.69m €276.6m €422m (allocated)

Budget 2020 increased the Exchequer funding for the HAP scheme to €502.7 million. This 
will enable a further 15,750 households to be supported, as well as continuing support for the 
over 52,000 existing HAP tenancies which will be in place at end 2019. The 2021 budgetary 
provision for housing programmes will be determined in the context of the relevant estimates 
process.

 During the period 2016-2018, the housing needs of some 91,000 households were sup-
ported under current programmes, including the HAP and RAS schemes. This figure includes 
continuing to provide support to those already in homes supported under the programmes con-
cerned, and also the additional tenancies established during that period. If the funding provided 
for these 91,000 households had been transferred to capital expenditure, to support building or 
buying homes, it would have secured some 5,500 homes, leaving no resources available to sup-
port the other 85,500 households. Looking at it another way, it would take almost €20 billion to 
provide a new build local authority home for those 91,000 households. 

 I am confident that the actions, targets and resources available under Rebuilding Ireland 
provide a strong platform for meeting the range of housing needs that exist nationally.

18/12/2019WRW03500Maritime Spatial Planning

18/12/2019WRW03600458. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress being made towards increasing the percentage of maritime area designated as 
marine protected areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53727/19]

18/12/2019WRW03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Ireland has undertaken to expand its network of Marine Protected 
Areas in accordance with commitments made under the Marine Strategy Framework Direc-
tive, the National Biodiversity Action Plan (2017-2021), the 1992 OSPAR Convention and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  On 23rd October this year I announced the forma-
tion of an expert Advisory Group to advise my Department and to make recommendations on 
the processes required and the challenges to be addressed in the extension of Ireland’s Marine 
Protected Area network.

The Advisory Group is being chaired by Professor Tasman Crowe, Director of University 
College Dublin’s Earth Institute, and it will be holding its inaugural meeting today (Wednesday 
18 December). In this regard the group will also comprise senior experts, from  relevant govern-
ment institutions, academia and non-governmental bodies, under three subject areas: 

- Life and ocean sciences, 

- Economic, social and cultural perspectives 
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- Legal, governance and political aspects

It is envisaged that there will be regular meetings and stakeholder engagement in preparing 
the Group’s report with is due in May 2020.

In parallel with the work of the Advisory Group, I am also committed to the development of 
primary legislation to underpin the expansion of the network. 

18/12/2019WRW03800Planning Issues

18/12/2019WRW03900459. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he will introduce new legislation to ensure harvesting can proceed in March 2020 
to ensure job security for up to 4,000 employed in the sector further to a recent High Court 
decision in which statutory instruments for the harvesting of horticultural peat were challenged 
successfully and introduced earlier in 2019 for plots in excess of 30 hectares. [53452/19]

18/12/2019WRW04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The recent High Court judgment set aside the European Union (Environmental Impact As-
sessment) (Peat Extraction) Regulations 2019 made by the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment and the supplementary Planning and Development Act 2000 
(Exempted Development) Regulations 2019 made by me. These Regulations, in combination, 
introduced a streamlined system for the regulation of large scale peat extraction relating to areas 
of 30 hectares or more, to be solely under the remit of the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
integrated pollution control (IPC) system.

The effect of the judgment is that the consenting process for large-scale peat extraction re-
verts to the dual regulatory regime under both the planning and IPC licensing systems which 
was in operation prior to 25 January 2019. In relation to the planning system, this includes the 
availability of the ‘substitute consent’ process set out at Part XA of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000, as amended, under which regularisation of any unauthorised development 
requiring Environmental Impact Assessment or Appropriate Assessment may be sought.

The implications of the judgment to the existing development consent framework regulating 
peat extraction are being considered by my Department and the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General.

18/12/2019WRW04100Electoral Register

18/12/2019WRW04200460. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the proposals to modernise the electoral registration process following 
public consultation in early 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53456/19]

18/12/2019WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Following an initial consultation with local authorities on a set 
of policy proposals, I launched a public consultation on the electoral register modernisation 
project in December 2018.  187 submissions were received from a broad range of stakeholders 
and I intend to publish a report on the consultation very shortly.

18/12/2019WRW04400Tenant Purchase Scheme Data
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18/12/2019WRW04500461. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of local authority houses sold under the tenant purchase scheme by each local 
authority since the scheme was introduced; the number of applications received by each local 
authority that were refused; the reason for refusal in each case; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53572/19]

18/12/2019WRW04600472. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the review of the tenant purchase scheme will be finalised; his plans to improve the 
criteria of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53829/19]

18/12/2019WRW04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 461 and 472 together.

My Department publishes information on the sale of local authority houses each year. This 
information can be accessed on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-housing-
scheme-statistics  

Data for 2019 sales will be published when they become available. This is expected to be 
towards the end of quarter 1 2020. 

The operation of the current Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a matter for the rel-
evant local authority concerned, in line with legislation, including the Housing (Sale of Local 
Authority Houses) Regulations 2015. As my Department does not routinely collate informa-
tion on the number of tenant purchase applications made or refused, the data requested by the 
Deputy is not held by my Department.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan 
on Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant 
Purchase (Incremental) Scheme has been recently finalised and a full report has been prepared 
setting out findings and recommendations. 

I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social housing reform measures to Govern-
ment in the near future and the review of the Tenant Purchase Scheme will be published as part 
of that process. 

18/12/2019WRW04800Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

18/12/2019WRW04900462. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons on a waiting list for social housing; the number at the same period 
in 2017 and 2018 in Galway city and county, by length of time on the list and by single, couple, 
family and so on applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53573/19]

18/12/2019WRW05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA). 

The most recent summary, conducted in June 2019, shows that 68,693 households were as-
sessed as qualified for and being in need of social housing support. This represents a decrease of 
3,165 households or 4.4% on the last assessment in June 2018. Indeed, since the Government’s 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan was launched in 2016, the numbers have decreased from 91,600 
to 68,693, a reduction of 25%.
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The 2019 summary includes breakdowns by each local authority across a range of categories, 
including for Galway City Council and Galway County Council. Tables 2.8 and A1.8 include 
details on length of time spent on the housing list. Tables 2.4 and A1.4 provide a breakdown of 
household size, both also by local authority. Numbers for those local authorities for 2017 and 
2018 are provided in the corresponding tables of the respective reports for those years, the links 
for which are provided as follows.

It should be noted that the category “Household Composition” in the previous reports, is 
replaced in the 2019 report by the “Household Size” profile category which provides more 
granular level of detail regarding the number of persons in each household type, 

The summary reports are available on my Department’s website at the following links: 

Report 2019 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2019_
dec_2019_web_1.pdf   

Report 2018

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_hous-
ing_assessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf  

Report 2017

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2017.pdf 

18/12/2019WRW05100Homeless Persons Data

18/12/2019WRW05200463. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons in emergency homeless accommodation by local authority area 
and length of time in such accommodation; the number of children and adults in each case; the 
number at the same period in 2017 and 2018; the cost of providing such accommodation over 
each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53574/19]

18/12/2019WRW05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on data 
provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Support 
System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency 
accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.

The most recent homelessness figures show that 6,688 adults and 3,826 associated depen-
dents, encompassing 1,733 families, accessed emergency accommodation nationwide during 
the final week of October.  Monthly reports for 2017, 2018 and 2019 are available on my De-
partment’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/
other/homelessness-data  .

The monthly reports submitted by local authorities to my Department do not currently pro-
vide detailed information on the length of time spent in emergency accommodation.  However, 
the latest information drawn from a separate local authority performance reporting mechanism 
show that 38% of adults in emergency accommodation had been there for less than six months, 
and 62% for more than 6 months. 

The regional breakdown at the end of Quarter 3 2019 is shown in the following table. 
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Q3 2019 Duration in Emergency Accommodation - Regional Breakdown 

 <6 months    > 6 Months    Regional 
Total   

 Amount % Amount %  
Dublin 1,408 33% 2,893 67% 4,301 
Mid-East 170 55% 137 45% 307 
Midland 19 21% 73 79% 92 
Mid West    166 55% 137 45% 303 
North East    90 57% 69 43% 159 
North West    37 71% 15 29% 52 
South East    135 55% 110 45% 245 
South West    270 48% 296 52% 566 
West 159 37% 269 63% 428 
Totals 2,454 38% 3,999 62% 6,453  

In relation to the cost of providing accommodation, my Department does not fund any 
homeless service directly but provides funding to housing authorities towards these costs.  Un-
der the funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of ser-
vices from their own resources. Housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on 
homeless related services outside of these funding arrangements with my Department.  There-
fore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities on homeless services, as well as the types 
of accommodation are a matter for individual housing authorities in consultation with the Man-
agement Group of the relevant regional joint Homelessness Consultative Forum.

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided by my Department to housing authori-
ties on a regional basis.  The following table sets out Exchequer funding provided on a regional 
basis for the years 2017 and 2018 and to date in 2019. 

Exchequer funding for homeless services under the Housing Act, 1988 

Region 2017 2018 2019 to date
Dublin  €83,616,643   €106,267,187   €112,662,125   
Mid-East  €3,092,923   €3,738,000   €3,725,000   
Midland  €1,467,615   €2,177,128   €2,014,500   
Mid-West  €3,906,686   €5,044,000   €6,559,100   
North-East  €2,762,845   €3,007,520   €2,685,000   
North-West  €450,000   €541,522   €622,700   
South-East €3,444,510   €3,815,000   €3,950,200   
South-West  €6,703,444   €9,687,741   €8,048,100   
West €3,791,334   €4,721,895   €5,546,200   
Total €109,236,000 €138,999,993 €145,812,925

18/12/2019WRW05400Housing Assistance Payment Data

18/12/2019WRW05500464. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 90 of 11 December 2019, the breakdown of 
HAP processing times by Dublin and Leinster local authorities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [53593/19]
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18/12/2019WRW05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
HAP application processing times within local authorities vary. Once a HAP application has 
been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is entered on the sys-
tem by the local authority and then submitted for processing and payment by the HAP Shared 
Service Centre.  If there are delays at the processing stage within a local authority, payment to 
the landlord will be backdated to the date on which a complete and valid application form was 
received by the local authority.  The landlord is therefore not penalised for any delay.

The earliest date a HAP payment to the landlord will apply from is the date a complete and 
valid HAP application has been received by the local authority.  The average processing time 
for a Hap application is based on the average number of days arrears paid to landlords.  Land-
lord arrears is calculated from the later of the following dates:

- Tenant  occupancy date;

- Application validation date (minus 5 days); and 

- Rent  paid up to date.

Set out in the table is a breakdown of average HAP landlord arrears payments for the Dublin 
and Leinster local authorities, to the end of Q3 2019.

Local Authority   Number of Days Arrears    
Carlow County Council 23
Dublin City Council 30
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County   Council 18
Fingal County Council 27
Kildare County Council 46
Kilkenny County Council 12
Laois County Council 29
Longford County Council 17
Louth County Council 31
Meath County Council 25
Offaly County Council 23
South Dublin County Council 29
Westmeath County Council 25
Wexford County Council 33
Wicklow County Council 25

 My Department has recently written to all local authorities to remind them of the critical 
need to keep processing times under review at a local level to ensure times are minimised to the 
greatest extent possible. 

18/12/2019WRW05700Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRW05800465. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of new staff recruited to his Department from January 2019 to date; the 
title of each  employment position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [53646/19]

18/12/2019WRW05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
104 new staff were recruited into my Department since January 2019. While some of these were 
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additional staff, others were replacements to fill vacancies that arose.  Information in relation to 
grades/titles is set out below in two separate tables for general service grades and professional 
and technical grades.  In addition to these staff one special adviser and one Ministerial driver 
were appointed during 2019.  Both of these appointments were replacements rather than ad-
ditional posts.

General Service Grades 

Grade   Number
Clerical Officer 17
 Executive Officer 20 
 Higher Executive Officer 7 
 Administrative Officer 13 
 Assistant Principal 18 
Principal Officer  6
 Service Officer  1
 Totals  82

Professional and Technical Grades   

 Grade  Officer
 Architectural Adviser 1
 Assistant Auditor 1 
 Planning Adviser 5 
 Geographical Information Systems Officer 2 
 Principal Adviser 1 
 Scientific Policy Adviser 1 
 Quantity Surveyor (Grade 1) 4 
 Statistical Data Manager 2 
 Hydrometeorologist 3 
Meteorologist 2 
 Total 22 

18/12/2019WRW06000Approved Housing Bodies

18/12/2019WRW06100466. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the over-reliance on approved housing bodies which do not have the properties to meet 
the needs of those on the council housing list, as in the case of a person (details supplied), will 
be addressed; and the steps he will take for persons who need to be transferred from their ap-
proved housing body property to another council property due to safety concerns in cases in 
which the council will not transfer a tenant of an approved housing body and the body has no 
properties available. [53656/19]

18/12/2019WRW06200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) play an important role in the delivery of social homes across 
the country. Over the period 2011 to 2018 more than 11,000 new social homes have been de-
livered by AHBs and last year 38% of all the social homes delivered by the Rebuilding Ireland 
were delivered in partnership with AHBs. 
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Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires all local authori-
ties, as a reserved function, to make an allocation scheme determining the order of priority to 
be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to households qualified for social housing support 
and to households approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the 
authority, meet the accommodation needs and requirements of the households.  The allocation 
scheme for South Dublin County Council includes provision for application for a transfer under 
a range of circumstances including on grounds of anti social behavior and other exceptional 
circumstances.  This provision applies to tenants of the council including tenants of dwellings 
provided by Approved Housing Bodies.

The oversight and management of housing waiting lists, including the allocation and trans-
fer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant local authority in accordance with the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations. 

Section 22(17) of the 2009 Act provides that the Minister’s power to direct a local author-
ity regarding the operation of its allocation scheme shall not be construed or operate to enable 
the Minister to direct the allocation of a dwelling to a particular household. I am, therefore, 
precluded from intervening in relation to the procedures followed, or decisions made, by local 
authorities in the allocation of particular dwellings.

18/12/2019WRX00200Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRX00300467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [53747/19]

18/12/2019WRX00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has incurred no expenditure on advertising relating to Brexit in 2018 or to date 
in 2019 . Awareness-raising on Brexit issues related to policies areas under my responsibility 
has been through direct online communications with those potentially impacted, information 
resources (e.g. online content, leaflets, editorial content in sectoral publications) as well as 
stakeholder and sectoral engagement.

18/12/2019WRX00500Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRX00600468. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the personal injury compensation payout will be published for each county council in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53782/19]

18/12/2019WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local Authorities are independent statutory bodies responsible, through the Chief Executive 
and the elected Council, for the execution of executive and reserved functions. Therefore, local 
authorities are  accountable for all expenditure incurred including for personal injury claims. I 
have no function in relation to the matters raised and consequently the information requested 
is not available in my Department. Such information should be available from individual local 
authorities. 

18/12/2019WRX00800Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRX00900469. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment if the personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of his 
Department in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53795/19]

18/12/2019WRX01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department is lead tenant in a number of Government Offices, however the properties it 
occupies are rented or leased by the Office of Public Works, and  are not directly under the 
ownership of the Department. Office space in the case of Met Éireann for the placement of 
meteorological equipment and staff accommodation at Dublin, Shannon and Cork Airports is 
rented rather than owned. 

All claims against state properties including those rented or leased by my Department are 
handled by the State Claims Agency, which operates under the aegis of the National Treasury 
Management Agency.

18/12/2019WRX01100Home Loan Scheme

18/12/2019WRX01200470. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to improve the criteria for the home loan scheme particularly the requirement 
of a 10% deposit; if some provision can be made to lessen this demand for applicants that have 
a good track record in renting private property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[53827/19]

18/12/2019WRX01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme is designed to enable credit worthy first-time buy-
ers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties. The 
low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first-time 
buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may not otherwise have been able to afford at 
a higher interest rate.

To support prudential lending and consistency of treatment for borrowers, a Loan to Value 
ratio of 90% applies to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan as per the Central Bank’s pruden-
tial lending guidelines. Therefore, in order to avail of the loan, applicants must have a deposit 
equivalent to 10% of the market value of the property.  There are no plans to change this crite-
rion.

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

Further information, including a Frequently Asked Questions section, is available on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie.

18/12/2019WRX01400Wastewater Treatment

18/12/2019WRX01500471. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the new grant scheme to upgrade domestic septic tanks will be introduced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53828/19]

18/12/2019WRX01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
approved a new funding scheme for on-site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly 
known as septic tanks) under the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme to replace the cur-
rent grant which was brought into operation by the Domestic Waste Water Treatment System 
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(Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013.  The grant scheme is also being expanded to support 
the attainment of water quality objectives in what are called ‘high status objective catchment’ 
water areas and ‘prioritised areas for action’, as identified in the River Basin Management Plan 
for Ireland 2018-2021

In developing the necessary regulatory and administrative changes to underpin the revised 
and improved grants scheme, my Department has over recent months met and consulted with 
key stakeholders, including the County and City Management Association, the Local Authority 
Waters Programme and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

My Department also required legal advice in relation to the drafting of the regulations which 
are required for the new grant scheme. I am advised that this process is almost complete and I 
hope to make an announcement on the commencement of the new scheme very shortly.

  Question No. 472 answered with Question No. 461.

18/12/2019WRX01800Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRX01900473. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the capital expenditure by his Department in County Louth and east County Meath by 
location and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and 
purpose of each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [53846/19]

18/12/2019WRX02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of functions, 
including local authority housing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regeneration, 
energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban regeneration, and 
fire services. In order to achieve its business objectives, the Department allocates significant 
resources to an extensive range of organisations, including local authorities, dedicated agen-
cies, and other bodies; some allocations, depending on the programmes concerned, are made 
on a national or other non-county basis.  In these circumstances, the information requested is 
not readily available in my Department and its compilation would involve a disproportionate 
amount of time and work. However, there is a significant volume of information available on 
the Rebuilding Ireland website, including quarterly social housing construction status reports, 
which detail the activity by local authority area, with the latest report for Q3 2019 available 
at https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q3-2019/ 

 If the Deputy is interested in a more specific issue concerning funding from my Depart-
ment, and tables a Parliamentary Question in that regard, I will endeavour to provide the infor-
mation sought.

18/12/2019WRX02100Departmental Staff Data

18/12/2019WRX02200474. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of new staff recruited to her Department from January 2019 to date; the title of  each 
employment position; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53639/19]

18/12/2019WRX02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.  I am advised that these staff 
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were recruited both to fill new posts and to replace staff who left the Department on retirement, 
promotion, transfer or otherwise.

Grade Number of staff new to the Department re-
cruited in 2019

Assistant Secretary 1
Principal Officer 1
Assistant Principal 14
Administrative Officer 2
Higher Executive Officer 6
Executive Officer 11
Clerical Officer 17
Service Officer 3
Archivist Grade III 3
Conservation Ranger 13
Wildlife Inspector Grade III 4
Industrial Grades 2
Total 77

18/12/2019WRX02400Waterways Ireland Funding

18/12/2019WRX02500475. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
capital funding allocated to Waterways Ireland for 2019; the projected expenditure at year end; 
the proposed allocation for 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53696/19]

18/12/2019WRX02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland is responsible for the management, maintenance, development and restoration 
of 1,000 km of the inland navigable waterway system throughout the island, principally for 
recreational purposes, including the Lower Bann Navigation, the Erne System, the Shannon-
Erne Waterway, the Shannon Navigation, the Grand Canal, the Royal Canal and the Barrow 
Navigation. 

Waterways Ireland is co-funded by my Department and the Department for Infrastructure 
in Northern Ireland. The current expenditure of the body is funded 85% by my Department and 
15% by the Department for Infrastructure which reflects the distribution of the navigable water-
ways in each jurisdiction. Capital expenditure is funded 100% in the jurisdiction in which the 
capital works are carried out.  In addition to this, development work has been sustained through 
attracting third part investment from a wide range of sources.

Waterways Ireland’s work programmes are critical to providing a safe and high quality 
recreational environment for the public, whilst also preserving the industrial and environmen-
tal heritage of the waterways for future generations, balanced with the objective of increasing 
recreational activity across all our waterways.

The amount of capital funding allocated to Waterways Ireland from my Department’s Vote 
for 2019 is €4,380,000 - an increase of €800,000 on the 2018 allocation. Waterways Ireland 
anticipates spending the full allocation by year end and the final outturn of expenditure for 
2019 will be published as part of the 2019 Appropriation Account in due course.  Full details of 
the allocations for 2020 will be finalised and published as part of the 2020 Revised Estimates 
Volume.
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18/12/2019WRX02700Wildlife Conservation

18/12/2019WRX02800476. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
there has been a response from the REACH Committee of the European Union in relation to 
the documents submitted some time ago in view of the ongoing concerns of the regional game 
councils and farmers regarding the EU draft regulation on the use of lead in gunshot; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [53701/19]

18/12/2019WRX02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) was de-
veloped under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.  Ireland signed up to the Agreement 
in 2003.   The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out the 
use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”  This is because there is slow accumulation of lead from shot in 
wetlands where hunting occurs.  The lead is generally harmful in the environment and can also 
be consumed by wildfowl.

Since the Agreement was signed, the European Commission has published a draft Regula-
tion for consideration by Member States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report 
on the matter by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  It is my understanding that the 
proposal, should it ultimately progress into law, would make provision for a lead-in time to 
facilitate the making of arrangements to source alternatives to lead shot. 

The Department is aware that any change to the regulations around the use of lead in gun-
shot could provide a range of difficulties to transition to new guns/gunshot for many gun owners 
in Ireland, including farmers and hunters, as many gun owners could have to make alternative 
arrangements, in many cases to purchase new guns. 

The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and the other relevant Government 
departments, are fully committed to ensuring that this matter is addressed in consultation with 
all relevant stakeholders, including farmer and hunters, and that all potential impacts are fully 
considered. This process of consultation is continuing. All proposals will be comprehensively 
evaluated, including extended lead-in times.  

My Department recently submitted a document for circulation to the REACH Committee 
of the European Union suggesting an extended lead-in time to enable hunters and farmers and 
other stakeholders in the country to make the necessary arrangements and this will be consid-
ered by that Committee in the context of future meetings.

18/12/2019WRX03000Arts Funding

18/12/2019WRX03100477. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the terms and conditions of the per cent for art scheme under public procurement capital proj-
ects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [53725/19]

18/12/2019WRX03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Per-
cent for Art Scheme is a voluntary initiative, whereby Government Departments and public 
bodies may invest up to one percent of the total budget for capital investment projects in public 
art.  The public art investment under the scheme is controlled by defining investment bands and 
by applying maximum amounts which may be invested.  The funding for the scheme must be 
met from within existing project budgets. 
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Current Guidelines on the Per Cent for Art Scheme are available on the Public Art website 
www.publicart.ie. The guidelines set out how project managers are to operate the scheme and 
provide a common national approach to its implementation.  Under the terms of the Scheme, 
such works are factored into and funded from the overall budget of each capital project by the 
public body undertaking it

In July of this year, I announced the completion of a review of the Percent for Art scheme.  
The outcome of this review led to changes to the scheme’s bands and limits which will make 
significantly increased funding available to the creative community.  The new limits and bands 
will apply from 1st January 2020 and details may be seen on my Department’s website at 
https://www.chg.gov.ie/minister-madigan-announces-measures-to-significantly-increase-fund-
ing-for-public-art/  

I will shortly be re-establishing an inter-agency group to improve information gathering and 
collation and sharing of best practice on Percent for Art schemes.  This group will also link in 
with the Arts Council and seek to enhance the Council’s existing advisory role in relation to the 
Scheme.

18/12/2019WRX03300Departmental Strategies

18/12/2019WRX03400478. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will give consideration to establishing a national peatlands park; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [53726/19]

18/12/2019WRX03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Peatlands Strategy provides a long term framework within which all of the peatlands 
within the State can be managed responsibly in order to optimise their social, environmental 
and economic contribution to the well-being of this and future generations. The 10 year strategy 
sets out a cross-governmental approach to managing issues that relate to peatlands, including 
compliance with EU environmental law, climate change, forestry, flood control, energy, nature 
conservation, planning, and agriculture. The strategy has been developed in partnership be-
tween relevant Government Departments/State bodies and key stakeholders through the Peat-
lands Council. 

Action 28 of the National Peatlands Strategy sets out that a peatlands strategy implemen-
tation group would be tasked with considering the creation of a national peatlands park. As a 
starting point for such consideration, an examination was undertaken in 2017 of existing and 
potential visitor facilities in the ownership of public, semi-state and voluntary bodies. It was 
found that there were fifteen peatlands sites in Ireland with features to be expected in a peat-
lands park ranging from community sites such as Abbeyleix Bog in County Laois to larger 
peatlands parks such as Lough Boora, in County Offaly which is managed by Bord Na Móna.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department intends to undertake a feasibil-
ity study in 2020 in relation to the creation of a national peatlands/wetlands park and will con-
tinue to engage with the relevant agencies and other stakeholders on the matter.

The consideration of peatlands as an amenity forms part of my Department’s EU LIFE 
programme funded raised bog restoration project and the National Raised Bog Special Areas 
of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022. The EU LIFE funded raised bog restoration 
project is supporting amenity development in a number of raised bog special areas of conserva-
tion. Planning is at an advanced stage for community based amenity developments in Ferbane, 
County Offaly and Mountbellew, County Galway, subject to the granting of planning permis-
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sion.

The Peatlands Community Engagement Scheme, administered by my Department, has sup-
ported the development of a number of community led walking trails and looped walks, local 
area amenity improvements, education programmes along with a photographic exhibition, en-
vironmental surveys, an oral history project, signage, interpretative infrastructure and promo-
tional material in relation to raised bogs in 2018 and 2019.

18/12/2019WRX03600Departmental Advertising Data

18/12/2019WRX03700479. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
amount spent on advertising in 2018 and to date in 2019 on Brexit; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [53740/19]

18/12/2019WRX03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that my Department has not incurred expenditure in relation to Brexit related advertising 
in either 2018 or 2019.

18/12/2019WRX03900Irish Language

18/12/2019WRX04000480. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the supports that exist for naíonraí; and the estimated cost of increasing those supports by 5%. 
[53770/19]

18/12/2019WRX04100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): It is against the backdrop of the relevant measures set out in the Government’s 
Action Plan for the Irish language - Plean Gníomhaíochta don Ghaeilge 2018-2022 - that both 
organisations Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta and Gaeloideachas operate in support of early 
years provision through Irish both in Gaeltacht regions and nationally respectively. 

The following table sets out the current level of exchequer funding being provided by my 
Department to both organisations, via Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na Gaeilge respectively.  
The table also sets out the estimated costs of an increase of 5% in relation to this funding:

 - Amount per annum Increase of 5%
Gaeloideachas - national support* €708,562 €35,428
Údarás na Gaeltachta -   Administration 
support for Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta 
(CNNG)

€535,000 €26,750

Additional Departmental funding to 
CNNG  for the implementation of further 
key actions in support of the language 
planning process and the Policy on Gael-
tacht Education 2017-2022.

€435,000 €21,750

Total €1,678,562 €83,928
*  Gaeloideachas (funded by Foras na Gaeilge), includes expenditure relating to all areas of 

Irish medium education, Immersion Education and Irish Medium Preschool Education outside 
the Gaeltacht, on an all-island basis.

In the interest of completeness, a further measure in support of the early years sector was 
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undertaken by my Department when the maximum capital grant payable under the Community 
and Language Supports Programme for the upgrade or development of early-years facilities 
in Gaeltacht regions has been increased from 80% to 95%.  Since its introduction in 2018 five 
facilities has benefited from the increase.  As with all requests for assistance under this pro-
gramme, all applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis and having regard to the demands 
on the programme as a whole. 

It should also be noted that the above funding supports do not include the supports provided 
for the sector inter alia, by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs under their relevant 
funding programmes.

18/12/2019WRX04200Personal Injury Claims

18/12/2019WRX04300481. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
personal injuries payouts will be published for properties under the ownership of her Depart-
ment in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [53788/19]

18/12/2019WRX04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will be aware the State Claims Agency (SCA) manages  personal injury and property 
damage claims on behalf of its client State authorities, their servants or agents, including my 
Department.  

I am advised that information in relation to personal injury claims delegated to the SCA  is 
recorded by reference to the various state agencies overall and not by reference to individual 
buildings/properties. Key figures relating to the State Claims Agency are set out in the NTMA 
Annual Report 2018 which is available at http://www.ntma.ie/    The following table, provided 
by the SCA, shows payments made by my Department during the period 1st January 2016 to 
30th November 2019 in respect of all personal injury claims by staff, service users and members 
of the public irrespective of where the personal injury took place, onsite or offsite. Payments 
can relate to damages, legal fees and other expert costs.

Year  2016 2017  2018 2019 ( to 
30th Nov)

 Total

 Amount  €160,959  €159,363  €92,608  €233,938  €646,868

It should be noted that claims generally take a number of years to process. As a result the 
total payment for any year reflects a number of previous years.

18/12/2019WRX04500Departmental Expenditure

18/12/2019WRX04600482. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the capital expenditure by her Department in County Louth and east County Meath by location 
and facility provided or commenced in each of the past four years; the location and purpose of 
each such expenditure; the new and improved services provided as a result; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [53840/19]

18/12/2019WRX04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I would 
refer the Deputy to my response to Dáil Question No. 769 of 12th July 2018.

Details of the annual funding allocation to my Department at subhead level are published 
in the annual Revised Estimates Volume. Through these subheads, my Department administers 
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and delivers a wide range of programmes and measures, descriptions of which are available on 
its website at http://www.chg.gov.ie/  

Expenditure under these programme areas is recorded and accounted for on a national basis 
and it is not possible to give a regional or county-by-county breakdown of that expenditure. For 
example, a number of my Department’s programmes are delivered through agencies and other 
intermediary bodies that operate across county boundaries and in respect of which there is no 
detailed breakdown on a county basis held by my Department. Groups and organisations that 
receive grants directly from my Department are not typically constituted on a single-county 
basis.

In view of this and because of the wide range of my Department’s schemes and programmes, 
and the large volumes of payments and grants involved, it is not possible to provide the infor-
mation sought. However, if the Deputy has specific queries relating to a particular programme 
or grant, I will endeavour to provide him with relevant information in that regard.


