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      Questions Nos. 1 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 14 to 39, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 40 to 50, inclusive, answered orally.

Middle East Issues

12/11/2019WRA0070051. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed the attempts by Israel to brand support for Palestine as anti-Semitic 
with his European counterparts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46487/19]

12/11/2019WRA00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
strongly condemns all manifestations of racism, xenophobia, and intolerance, including anti-
Semitism, and we take the fight against anti-Semitism very seriously. Ireland is a signatory of 
the Stockholm Declaration of the International Forum on the Holocaust, and is a member of 
the Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. In December 2018, all 28 EU Member States adopted 
a Council Declaration on the fight against anti-Semitism, and the development of a common 
security approach to better protect Jewish communities and institutions in Europe.

Support for the Palestinian people, or criticism of the Israeli occupation, is not something 
that can or should be equated with anti-Semitism. Successive Governments in Ireland and glob-
ally, and public representatives, NGOs and individuals, have voiced strong criticisms of Israel’s 
policies in the occupied Palestinian territory. I have done so myself. It is to be expected that 
any country which is engaged in a military occupation of another people will be subject to a 
particularly high level of scrutiny. Criticisms of the occupation are not based on anti-Semitism 
or hostility to Israel, but on consistently applied values of respect for justice, human rights and 
the rule of law. There are of course many Israelis who criticise Israel’s occupation policies.

Criticism of Israeli Government policy is not in itself anti-Semitic, and to conflate these 
things is unjust, counter-productive, and potentially damaging. Conflating valid criticism of 
Israeli actions with anti-Semitic attitudes, risks unfairly stigmatising people who are motivated 
by a desire for justice for the Palestinians, and blunting the reflex of horror we should all have 
at real manifestations of anti-Semitism. Conversely, I also believe it is wrong when criticism 
of Israeli Government actions conflates the Jewish people – globally or in Ireland – with the 
Government of Israel.

EU leaders must be vigilant against anti-Semitism, given our continent’s history. We con-
sider Israel a partner. That has never prevented us criticising actions by the Israeli Government, 
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particularly in relation to the occupation, rooting our criticism in values which we pursue con-
sistently and globally.

Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRA0090052. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to attacks by Turkey on civilians in northern Syria (details sup-
plied); and if his Department is providing humanitarian assistance in the area. [46429/19]

12/11/2019WRA01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is deeply troubled by Turkey’s unilateral military action in Syria, which has severely destabi-
lised the region. I am particularly concerned about the humanitarian impact of the action and the 
further displacements of civilian populations that have been and continue to occur as a result. 

The Turkish incursion has had severe consequences for civilian infrastructure, and hospi-
tals and medical facilities in north-eastern Syria have been severely affected. Ireland’s primary 
concern is the safety and well-being of civilians. All parties to the conflict must ensure respect 
for the principles of international humanitarian law and to allow full access for humanitarian 
workers. 

I am concerned by reports of alleged use of white phosphorus weapons by Turkish-aligned 
forces. While incendiary weapons, including white phosphorus, are not considered under inter-
national law to be chemical weapons, they are prohibited for use against civilian populations 
under Protocol III of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. Ireland condemns any 
such use in the strongest possible terms and calls on all States who have not already done so to 
accede to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, and to all of its Protocols. 

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis response. In March 2019, Ireland 
pledged a further €25 million to the crisis, bringing our total amount of humanitarian assistance 
to over €143 million since 2012 – our largest ever response to any single crisis. 

Ireland is working with existing partners on the ground in north-east Syria and other areas to 
provide humanitarian support based on immediate needs. In the last month we have made two 
payments to projects in areas that have received the highest proportion of displaced persons. 
One of these areas is in northeast Syria, and another in Iraq, to which over 14,000 Syrians have 
fled. These projects supplement support already being provided by Ireland through our UN and 
NGO partners in the region.

Emigrant Support Services

12/11/2019WRA0110053. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of the implementation of the recommendations in the report on addressing 
barriers faced by returning Irish emigrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46381/19]

12/11/2019WRA01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Indecon Economic Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning Irish Emigrants made 
thirty recommendations. These covered a wide range of Government activities, including hous-
ing; registration of driving licences; easing access to motor insurance; information on, and 
access to, employment opportunities in Ireland; improving the recognition of academic and 
professional qualifications; access to the Irish banking and mortgage markets; health insurance; 
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information on childcare costs; availability of school places; the introduction of a means-test 
grant for the children of Irish emigrants and investment by development agencies to support 
returnees.  Twenty of these have been addressed. Of the remaining 10 areas, 8 have been par-
tially addressed or are pending further policy development. Two recommendations were not 
accepted. 

Among the recommendations that have been addressed most recently is the development 
of a single-window information service for returning Irish emigrants. This service, which was 
initially developed by my Department, is now operated by the Citizens Information Board with 
support from my Department. Discussions between my Department and the Citizen’s Informa-
tion Board about further strengthening this resource and targeting the information provided 
more closely to the identified needs of returnees are currently underway. We know from data 
provided by the Board that this service draws high levels of individual user attention, under-
lining the importance of this resource to returning citizens, as well as their family networks in 
Ireland, allowing returning Irish emigrants to plan more effectively for their move back home.

 Another programme which my Department has put in place is the Back for Business pro-
gramme, which is now entering its third year, which supports enterpreneurship among return-
ing emigrants.  This has been very successful and was launched yesterday with the support of 
Minister of State Cannon. 

The Interdepartmental Committee on the Irish Abroad, at its meeting in November 2019, 
reviewed progress made to date in addressing the recommendations contained in the Indecon 
Report.  Minister of State Cannon, who chaired the meeting, noted that some concerns remain 
to be addressed. A report of the progress made to date will be submitted to the Government 
shortly. 

UN Security Council

12/11/2019WRA0130054. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on the campaign for a seat on the UN Security Council. [43228/19]

12/11/2019WRA0140060. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of efforts to obtain a seat at the UN Security Council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46434/19]

12/11/2019WRA01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 54 and 60 together.

The expected date of the election for the two available seats in the Western European and 
Others Groupfor the UN Security Council term 2021-2022 is approximately seven months 
away, in June 2020.  Canada and Norway, who are committed members of the UN and im-
portant bilateral partners of Ireland, are also contending for a seat.  The campaign is a priority 
across the whole of Government and we wish to ensure success in what is a very competitive 
election.  Ireland last served on the Council from 2001-2002.

In making our case to the 192 other Members States of the UN, we are focusing on Ireland’s 
consistent record at the UN throughout more than six decades of active membership, in particu-
lar in the areas of peacekeeping, sustainable development, humanitarian action, disarmament 
and human rights.  More broadly, we have sought to highlight the values and principles that un-
derpin Ireland’s foreign policy and will characterise our contribution to the work of the Security 
Council.  It is also important to note that, in our efforts to secure a seat on the Security Council, 
we are demonstrating commitment to the multilateral system at a time when it is under pressure.
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In September, I travelled to the 74th session of the UN General Assembly with the President, 
the Taoiseach and other members of the Government.  Ireland was represented at a high level 
at the five Summits that took place – on Climate Action, Financing for Development, Health, 
Small Island Developing States and the Sustainable Development Goals. Our contributions in 
these and other fora during the week sought to highlight Ireland’s key policy priorities at the 
UN.  In addition, a significant number of bilateral meetings were held with senior representa-
tives of other States and Governments, where our strong case for a seat on the Security Council 
was pressed.

As we enter the final phase of the campaign, we are intensifying our efforts to promote our 
candidature.  All appropriate regional, multilateral and bilateral engagements are being utilised 
by An Taoiseach; me, as Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade; Ministers across 
Government and Ministers of State.  In addition, officials at my Department, and also across 
Government, continue to make an important contribution to raising the profile of our campaign 
among international partners.

Human Rights

12/11/2019WRA0160055. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to increased attacks on indigenous communities in Colombia, 
particularly in the province of Cauca; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that on 
29 October 2019 five members of the Nasa Tacueyó indigenous community were killed, includ-
ing a person (details supplied); if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that before 
the massacre the United Nations reported that 52 indigenous community members had been 
murdered in north Cauca to date in 2019; and if he has raised the issue with his Colombian 
counterpart. [46428/19]

12/11/2019WRA01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is a committed supporter of human rights defenders, open civil society space and the protection 
and promotion of fundamental rights and freedoms. I am aware of the recent events in Cauca 
province, which unfortunately act as a reminder of the challenges that Colombia is facing as it 
implements the peace agreement. 

The absence of the State in former conflict areas following the demobilisation of the FARC, 
including in the Cauca province, has resulted in other armed groups gaining control of these 
areas, primarily to control the illegal economy. This has implications for the security of the lo-
cal communities, particularly for human rights defenders and community leaders, as witnessed 
in Cauca. 

Our new resident Embassy in Bogotá has been engaging with civil society, EU and multi-
lateral partners on the human rights situation in the country, since it opened at the beginning of 
the year. We also regularly raise this issue in our exchanges with the Colombian Government.

Earlier this year, former Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore, in his position as EU Special Envoy to 
the Colombian peace process, a role in which he is supported by my Department, led the 11th 
session of the EU-Colombia Human Rights Dialogue. Particular reference was made to the 
disproportionately high level of violence against indigenous leaders, and the need for collective 
protection measures.  

Ireland supports the Colombian Government’s full implementation of the peace agree-
ment. The peace process is fundamental to improving the human rights situation in the country 
and Ireland has contributed over €14 million in support of this since 2007, mainly channelled 
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through the United Nations, and Colombian and international NGOs focusing on human rights, 
conflict prevention, peace-building and supporting livelihoods for rural populations. 

As well as financial support, Ireland has also provided ongoing support in the form of les-
son-sharing based on our own experience of peacebuilding and reconciliation on the island of 
Ireland. We also participate in the EU’s ongoing campaign to recognise and champion the work 
of human rights defenders in the country. 

Officials in my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in Bogotá will continue to moni-
tor the human rights situation in Cauca and across Colombia, as Ireland continues to support 
Colombia in its transition to a stable, peaceful, post-conflict society.

Human Rights Cases

12/11/2019WRA0180056. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps he is taking to secure the release of political prisoners in Bahrain; if he has met 
with Bahraini officials in regard to the issue; if so, if he will report on the meetings; and his 
views on the reported refusal of adequate medical care to high profile prisoners. [45810/19]

12/11/2019WRA01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
human rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern. Although Bahrain has stated its 
commitment to improving its human rights record and safeguarding human rights as enshrined 
in the Bahraini Constitution. Progress has been made in certain areas, but there continue to be 
instances of violations of fundamental freedoms there including the targeting of human rights 
defenders.

Officials from my Department also regularly meet with advocacy groups and Bahraini hu-
man rights defenders, and they have been made aware of reports that medical care has been 
denied to political prisoners in Bahrain. Ireland urges all States to safeguard the human rights 
of prisoners and detainees, including the right to healthcare, as set out in the United Nations 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, also known as the Mandela rules.

My Department and I have raised these issues with Bahrain.  When I met the Bahraini For-
eign Minister in New York in September I made a point of raising the human rights situation 
directly with him, with a view to having open and honest discussion on these issues. 

Officials from my Department last week met with a delegation from Bahrain and had an 
in-depth discussion on prison conditions and the justice system in Bahrain. Among the issues 
raised were Ireland’s concerns about the imprisonment of certain individuals, apparently on the 
basis of opinions they had expressed; and the provision of healthcare for prisoners in Bahrain. 
The Bahraini officials outlined specific plans to improve prisoners’ access to healthcare. My 
officials will continue to follow up on this matter. 

The EU and Bahrain hold regular discussions on human rights issues. At the most recent in-
formal EU-Bahrain Human Rights dialogue on 7 November 2019, issues discussed included the 
right to a fair trial, prison conditions (including the need to ensure adequate medical treatment 
for prisoners) and the overall human rights situation in the country. Ireland has also highlighted 
human rights issues in Bahrain at the UN Human Rights Council, in the form of national state-
ments and its support to EU Statements. 

My Department will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to urge the Bahraini 
Government to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human rights.
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Brexit Preparations

12/11/2019WRA0200057. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the specific measures in the public relations campaign that started on 4 September 2019 
on national and local radio on Brexit preparation aimed at County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46457/19]

12/11/2019WRA02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government-wide ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ public information campaign was launched 
on 20 September 2018.

In the initial phase of this campaign, my Department organised “Getting Ireland Brexit 
Ready” public information events in Cork, Galway, Monaghan, Dublin, Limerick and Donegal 
throughout autumn 2018 to inform and advise citizens and businesses about Brexit preparedness 
and the range of support measures and resources that the Government has put in place. These 
events brought together over a dozen Agencies and their parent Departments – the Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport - under one roof and were attended by ap-
proximately 2,500 people over the October-November period.

In the lead up to the March and April Brexit deadlines this year, my Department is working 
closely with the Department of the Taoiseach and other Government Departments initiated a 
Brexit preparedness public information campaign. This campaign ran to ensure that key audi-
ences were aware of the potential impact of a No Deal Brexit and the mitigation measures that 
they could take, with the support of Government where appropriate and with particular refer-
ence to the gov.ie/Brexit website. This national and local campaign activity was across TV, 
radio, print, internet and social media.

Building on the ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ roadshows and the broad ranging infor-
mation campaign in advance of the March and April Brexit deadlines, I along with Minister 
Heather Humphries and Minister Helen McEntee launched a ‘Getting Your Business Brexit 
Ready – Practical Steps’  campaign in September.  This campaign informed businesses and 
consumers on the practical steps that all businesses should take to prepare for the UK’s depar-
ture from the EU. Central to this campaign is a user-friendly digital booklet, which provides 
a comprehensive overview for businesses on the core steps they should take, and it can be ac-
cessed at gov.ie/Brexit. 

In addition to this booklet, a two week national and local radio campaign urged businesses 
to take action and review readiness under 9 key areas. This campaign targeted businesses and 
other affected sectors and encouraged them to take the necessary steps to mitigate the risk in 
advance of the Brexit deadline of 31 October 2019. This ad campaign was followed by a further 
citizen awareness public information campaign which ran on national and local radio in the first 
two weeks of October. In Cork County the radio advertisements were carried on Cork’s 96FM 
and C103.

Northern Ireland

12/11/2019WRA0220058. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he raised concerns with the authorities in Northern Ireland in relation to the level of stop and 
search incidents and surveillance by the police of persons from the nationalist community in 
Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46023/19]
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12/11/2019WRA02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Both I 
and my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, Charlie Flanagan, both personally and 
through our officials, engage regularly with the PSNI and other stakeholders to discuss a wide 
range of issues. Minister Flanagan and I have both expressed our ongoing support for the PSNI 
and I pay tribute to the excellent cooperation in place with An Garda Síochána. 

The PSNI are aware that the attitudes and perceptions within the Nationalist community 
can act as a barrier to community confidence in policing and that heightened levels of ‘Stop 
and Search’ can have a negative impact in certain locations. These points have been discussed 
between my officials and the relevant authorities in Northern Ireland, including with the PSNI.

At a recent conference in Belfast, attended by my officials, young people from all back-
grounds had the opportunity to engage directly with the PSNI Chief Constable and the Assistant 
Chief Constable to put across their views on the use of Stop and Search. In follow up discus-
sions between my officials and the Chief Constable following this event, it was evident that he 
valued the engagement and understood the concerns.

I very much welcome the declared intention of the new Chief Constable, Simon Byrne, to 
refocus the PSNI on community policing. Such a refocusing could greatly improve community 
confidence in certain areas. 

The PSNI, when carrying out their policing and security operations, have a duty of care to 
the public in terms of safety as well as in terms of remaining compliant with their responsibili-
ties under human rights legislation and accountability mechanisms. The Performance Commit-
tee of the Policing Board carry out periodic reviews into the use of the Stop and Search Powers 
and continue to press the PSNI on the need to implement the recommendation, from the Board, 
to record the community background of those subjected to Stop and Search. Such information 
would be helpful in developing an evidence base which could inform future policy making in 
this area. 

My Department will continue to engage with stakeholders, including the PSNI, to explore 
the reasons and incidents behind some negative perceptions of the PSNI within the National-
ist community and work to improve community confidence. The successful reform of polic-
ing, and the subsequent devolution of policing and justice powers to the Assembly, are central 
planks of the Peace Process and we will continue to support and protect these achievements.

Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

12/11/2019WRA0240059. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the most recent discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland and the UK Foreign Secretary in relation to the need to have comprehensive investiga-
tions into the Dublin and Monaghan bombings of May 1974 as requested in motions passed 
unanimously in Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46426/19]

12/11/2019WRA02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 May 
last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan bomb-
ings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flana-
gan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
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bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government. 

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 
May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to pursuing the implementation of these all-Party Dáil mo-
tions. We have consistently raised the issue with the British Government on a bilateral basis, 
including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May, and will 
raise it again at the next BIIGC.

I and Minister Flanagan have made clear to our counterparts at the Conference that the ab-
sence of a response from the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and 
that there remains an urgent need for a response. 

We will continue to engage with the British Government, at senior political level and at of-
ficial level, to pursue all possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the 
request made by this House, until a resolution is found. 

The Government maintains a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the Forgot-
ten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 25 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 54.

Northern Ireland

12/11/2019WRB0030061. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the most recent discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland in relation to legacy issues and the urgent need to provide proper supports for victims 
and survivors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46427/19]

12/11/2019WRB00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and with the leaders of 
the political parties in Northern Ireland to seek the full implementation of the Stormont House 
Agreement legacy framework.

At the meetings of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference and in our regular bilat-
eral meetings, I have strongly emphasised to the Secretary of State the urgency of definitively 
moving ahead to a legislative phase to get the Stormont House bodies established. I will meet 
the Secretary of State later this week and I will again be raising legacy issues with him, includ-
ing my concerns about recent media reports about possible pledges that have arisen in the con-
text of the UK general election.

The Stormont House Agreement provides a comprehensive set of institutions to deal with 
legacy issues, in a way that can meet the legitimate needs and expectations of victims and 
survivors and support closure and reconciliation for those communities most affected by the 
Troubles.
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Following the UK general election, it is essential that there be a definitive step forward by 
the UK Government to get this legacy framework that was agreed in 2014 established in legisla-
tion, and up and running for victims and survivors, without any further delay.

The Stormont House Agreement also includes provisions in respect of services and supports 
for victims in Northern Ireland and the Agreement in addition affirms that the needs of victims 
who do not live in Northern Ireland should be recognised.

On 22 October, the UK Government commenced a public consultation on proposals for a 
victims’ payment, further to a commitment in the Stormont House Agreement and a UK leg-
islative provision in July that requires regulations to establish a UK scheme to be in place by 
end-May 2020.

In this jurisdiction, the Programme for Government commits to maintaining the needs of the 
victims and their survivors at the core of our approach as we implement the Stormont House 
Agreement.

The Government contributes significantly to the EU PEACE IV programme (2014 - 2020), 
and which includes a specific action on Victims and Survivors. This action is delivered by the 
Victims and Survivors Service in Northern Ireland, which provides funding supports to organi-
sations to employ Health and Wellbeing Case Managers, Health and Wellbeing Caseworkers, 
Advocacy Case Managers and Advocacy Caseworkers for victims and survivors irrespective of 
their place of residence.

A Remembrance Commission was established by the Government in 2003 and operated a 
Scheme of Acknowledgement, Remembrance and Assistance for Victims of the Troubles in this 
jurisdiction.  The Commission’s term of appointment formally came to an end on 31 October 
2008 and the Commission disbursed over €6.5m to victims and their families in this time.  On 
the conclusion of the Commission’s term of appointment, special arrangements were made to 
ensure that victims resident in the jurisdiction who require on-going medical treatment for inju-
ries sustained in bombings and other incidents arising from the Troubles may have certain costs 
reimbursed through the Department of Justice and Equality. 

The Minister for Justice and Equality retains responsibility for victims’ issues in this juris-
diction. 

The Government is deeply conscious of the enduring suffering and hardship that survivors 
of Troubles-related attacks bear wherever they are resident. As the Government continues work 
to implement the legacy framework of the Stormont House Agreement, we will maintain our 
engagement with victims and survivors groups and representatives to take account of their 
views and needs.

The Government will also continue to work to support the full and prompt implementation 
of the Stormont House legacy framework, to provide families with a way to access whatever 
truth and justice that is possible in their cases, and as a very necessary step in achieving a fully 
reconciled society.

Global Footprint Initiative

12/11/2019WRB0050062. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of efforts to double the global footprint of Ireland by 2025; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46436/19]
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12/11/2019WRB00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): ‘Global 
Ireland – Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025’, sets out the Government’s ambitions for ex-
panding and deepening our international presence and influence. It includes the expansion of 
Ireland’s mission network which will deepen our impact across priority regions, provide op-
portunities to grow our trade and inward investment, strengthen political relationships with our 
partners, promote our values, and support Irish citizens and our diaspora abroad. 

Since its launch last year, my Department has been working closely with the Department of 
the Taoiseach and a range of other Government partners to ensure the effective delivery of the 
ambitions set out in Global Ireland. 

On July 8th, the Taoiseach and I hosted a summit in Dublin Castle which brought together 
key stake holders from across Government and civil society to review progress one year on, and 
to set priorities for the year ahead. Significant progress has already been achieved, as set out in 
the Progress Report which was published concurrently with the summit and which is available 
on www.gov.ie.

Over the lifetime of Global Ireland we have committed to opening 26 new diplomatic mis-
sions and strengthening the existing mission network. To date new Embassies have opened in 
Wellington, Bogotá, Amman, Monrovia and Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in 
Vancouver, Mumbai and Cardiff, Los Angeles and Frankfurt. We continue with plans to open 
new Embassies in Kyiv, Manila and Rabat. Our newly opened Missions are working to enhance 
Ireland’s international visibility; promote our prosperity by developing high level business, 
community and political contacts; protect and advance Ireland’s interests and values; and de-
liver on our commitments under Ireland’s new policy for International Development ‘A Better 
World’.

In addition to delivering an expanded and strengthened bilateral mission network we have 
sought to deepen our engagement in the multilateral system, including through Ireland’s cam-
paign for a seat on the United Nations Security Council. This has provided Ireland with an 
invaluable opportunity to build relationships and contacts across the world which will stand to 
us long after the campaign has ended. 

In October last year we obtained observer status at the Organisation of the Francophonie – 
an important step in increasing our engagement with the French speaking world. 

More recently I launched a new strategy for the US and Canada and a White Paper on 
International Development Policy. Work is underway on strategies for Latin America and the 
Caribbean as well as the Asia Pacific Region and Africa. A new diaspora policy will soon be 
completed following a series of public consultations across Ireland and among Irish diaspora 
communities overseas led by the Minister of State for the Diaspora and International Develop-
ment, Ciaran Cannon T.D. These policies will provide important strategic guidance and direc-
tion to our people as they seek to promote our values and advance and protect Ireland’s interests 
abroad. 

My Department is leading preparations for Ireland’s participation at Expo 2020 in Dubai. 
Expo will showcase Ireland to a global audience, in a region with huge trade and investment 
potential and will support a ‘Team Ireland’ approach to promoting Ireland as a global partner 
for the development of new ideas and technologies, as well as an attractive location for business 
and investment.

Human Rights Cases
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12/11/2019WRB0070063. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to increased attacks on indigenous communities and environmen-
tal defenders in Brazil; if his attention has been further drawn to the murder of a person (details 
supplied) which is part of a campaign of escalating violence against Amazon forest protectors; 
if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that 135 indigenous persons were murdered 
in 2018, an increase of almost 23% from 2017; and if he will raise the issue with his Brazilian 
counterpart. [46431/19]

12/11/2019WRB00800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the concerns regarding attacks on indigenous communities and environmental defend-
ers in Brazil, and concerns that such groups are often a target of violence due to their concerns 
around the development of indigenous lands without sufficient consultation or consent. 

A report released in August 2018 by UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz, highlights the difficult situation that exists in several coun-
tries, including Brazil, for indigenous communities and activists. The report concludes that 
States carry the primary responsibility for ensuring that indigenous peoples are able to safely 
exercise their rights, and that accountability is established for violations against indigenous 
communities and defenders. The report also highlights the necessity to engage in genuine, free 
and informed consultation with communities prior to development. 

Ireland has called on a number of occasions for States, including Brazil, to ensure full 
accountability for any violence, harassment or intimidation of civil society, indigenous or en-
vironmental activists exercising their rights to freedom of expression, and for the respect of 
indigenous communities’ rights. I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate that call.

Ireland used the occasion of the 27th Session of the Universal Periodic Review of the Hu-
man Rights Council in Geneva on 5 May 2017 to express our concern at the reported regres-
sion in the protection of indigenous peoples’ rights in Brazil. Ireland recommended that Brazil 
take further steps to protect human rights defenders, including those working on the rights of 
indigenous peoples, by ensuring impartial, thorough and effective investigations into all cases 
of attacks, harassment and intimidation and the prosecution of all alleged perpetrators of such 
offences.

In addition to raising these issues at multilateral level, officials of my Department at home 
and at our Embassy in Brasília engage regularly with human rights activists and civil society 
leaders in Brazil and across Latin America, including those working on the rights of indigenous 
communities. Ireland’s Ambassador to Brazil has visited the Amazon region on three occasions 
in the past months and engaged with indigenous communities offering them an opportunity to 
express their concerns. 

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland is committed to supporting human rights defenders, 
open civil society space and the protection and promotion of fundamental rights and freedoms, 
and that officials in my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in Brasila, including through 
coordination among EU Member States represented in Brazil, will continue to monitor the hu-
man rights situation.

Northern Ireland

12/11/2019WRB0090064. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the second report by the Independent Reporting Commission that paramilitarism 
remains a destabilising factor in Northern Ireland; if he will report on efforts to restart the Ex-
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ecutive in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46437/19]

12/11/2019WRB01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I very 
much welcome the publication of the second report of the Independent Reporting Commission. 
I commend the Commission for its valuable work so far and the efforts it has put into this report. 

The IRC report is a sobering reminder of the continuing adverse impact that paramilitarism 
continues to have on society in Northern Ireland and brings an important and timely focus on 
what remains to be done to tackle it.

The report states that, 21 years after the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, continuing 
paramilitarism remains a “stark reality” in Northern Ireland. It notes that, in the last year alone, 
paramilitaries have been linked to three horrific murders, a number of attacks on the PSNI and 
scores of paramilitary-style assaults.

The Commission recognise that continued paramilitarism is profoundly de-stabilising in 
Northern Ireland and, as long as this persists, peace and reconciliation will be much more dif-
ficult to achieve. It is against this backdrop that the IRC calls for a renewal of urgency around 
efforts to bring paramilitarism to an end – in the words of the Fresh Start Agreement – “once 
and for all”.

The IRC reiterates its view from its First Report of 2018 that the twin-track approach, first 
pre-figured in the Fresh Start Agreement itself, remains the key to tackling paramilitarism. The 
twin-track approach is an holistic approach that combines a policing and justice response side-
by-side with a comprehensive addressing of the systemic, socio-economic issues facing com-
munities where paramilitaries operate.  

The Report also notes the extent and effectiveness of the co-operation between the authori-
ties in both jurisdictions on this island.

The Commission’s report makes clear that there are a range of areas where the full and ef-
fective implementation of the Executive’s Action Plan for Tackling Paramilitary Activity, Crim-
inality and Organised Crime – which flowed from the Fresh Start Agreement – is hampered by 
the absence of an Executive in Northern Ireland. It is another reminder of the importance of 
re-establishing the power-sharing arrangements in order that they can work to address the issues 
of most importance for people in communities across Northern Ireland. 

The continuing absence of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly in Northern Ireland 
and the North South Ministerial Council is of grave concern for the Government, as it is for the 
British Government.

I have engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland throughout the 
latest talks process, to encourage the parties to reach an accommodation. 

All five political parties have engaged constructively in the talks process with that objective 
over the last number of months. Progress has been made across a range of important issues. 
However, some key outstanding issues remain and finding final agreement on these issues will 
require genuine and courageous dialogue and leadership by the party leaders in Northern Ire-
land. 

The awful murder of Lyra McKee and the outpouring of public feeling that followed de-
mands a serious response at political level. People want the devolved power-sharing institutions 
up and running again to represent their interests and deal with the issues and challenges that 
Northern Ireland faces at present, not least the issues raised by the UK exit from the European 
Union, however this proceeds.
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I remain in regular and ongoing contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland as 
we continue to work to seek an agreement between the parties to get all of the institutions of the 
Agreement up and running again.

Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRB0110065. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed the revolts and mass protests in Chile, Algeria, Lebanon, Iraq, Ecua-
dor and Haiti with his European counterparts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46486/19]

12/11/2019WRB01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Offi-
cials in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade closely monitor international affairs, and 
situations such as the protests in Algeria, Chile, Ecuador, Haiti, Iraq and Lebanon are regularly 
discussed with EU counterparts, in Brussels and by Embassies in-country. Where it is necessary 
in order to set the strategic direction for the EU response, these issues are discussed at Ministe-
rial level. 

I am deeply concerned by recent events in Iraq and the significant numbers of fatalities. On 
7 November, the HRVP issued a statement on behalf of the EU deploring the excessive use of 
force against protestors in recent weeks. The EU has been clear that all perpetrators of viola-
tions of the right to peaceful assembly must be held to account. The EU is ready to support the 
Government of Iraq in its work to address the citizen’s demands, such as an end to corruption, 
improved governance and job creation.

The situation in Lebanon is being carefully monitored and has been discussed among EU 
colleagues at official level. On 25 October, the HRVP issued a statement on behalf of the EU 
reiterating solidarity with Lebanon and recognising that the fight against corruption and the 
implementation of reform measures are of great importance. We appreciate the overall non-
violent nature of the protests and that restraint has been applied by security forces. 

The ongoing demonstrations in Algeria were discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council in 
April. The EU strongly believes that the future of Algeria is a matter to be decided by the Al-
gerian people themselves, and we hope that an electoral process later this year will help the 
country move forward. 

My Department has also been receiving regular updates on the situation in Chile, and that in 
Ecuador, from our new Embassy in Santiago, which is also accredited to Ecuador. 

EU Ambassadors in Chile are in regular contact, throughout the ongoing protests and unrest. 
Ireland supported an EU statement on 30 October expressing concern at the recent violence, 
the loss of lives, the lootings and the destruction of properties that has resulted in the wake of 
widespread demonstrations. 

In relation to Ecuador, our Ambassador travelled to Quito in September and met with EU 
colleagues. The Embassy in Santiago has maintained contact with EU Missions in Ecuador 
throughout the crisis. Demonstrations have since concluded after the President of Ecuador an-
nounced that a decision to repeal a long-standing fuel subsidy would be reversed.

Haiti is experiencing political turmoil, a worsening economic situation and violent protests. 
Ireland supported an EU statement recognising the need for the engagement of all actors in 
a frank, open and inclusive inter-Haitian dialogue to better respond to the basic needs of the 
population and identify realistic and lasting solutions to the current crisis.  Ireland, along with 
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our EU partners, is committed to support the Haitian people on their path to stability, develop-
ment and democracy. 

The EU supports the right to freedom of assembly, which can be an important means for 
citizens to express their political views. There is a responsibility on all concerned to ensure that 
protests are peaceful, and that any action required to ensure public order does not include an 
excessive use of force. Ultimately, it is important that citizens are facilitated to express their 
political views through the ballot box, at appropriate intervals.  

Officials in my Department, together with colleagues at EU level, will continue to carefully 
monitor the situation in these countries.

Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRB0130066. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has raised the jailing of Catalan political prisoners and the policing response to protests in 
Catalonia with his Spanish counterpart; his views on whether the way forward is through dia-
logue and not legal repression; and his further views on whether Ireland can play a mediation 
role in this regard. [46430/19]

12/11/2019WRB01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government follows developments in Spain closely.  I am aware of the verdict of the Spanish 
Supreme Court to which the question refers, as well as of reactions to the decision across Cata-
lonia and the rest of Spain.

I maintain contact with my Spanish counterpart on a range of issues, including the situation 
in Catalonia.  We respect the importance of the principle of the separation of powers in Spain, 
as in Ireland, and so it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the judicial process 
there beyond noting that the issues considered by the Spanish Supreme Court were legal and 
constitutional issues.

More generally, with regard to Catalonia, the Government’s position remains that the con-
stitutional and political arrangements in Spain are matters to be determined by their own citi-
zens, through their own institutions, in keeping with the rule of law. Ireland respects the consti-
tutional and territorial unity of Spain. 

The freedom to express contesting views is essential in any democracy, but differences of 
opinion must be contested with full respect for the law and the rights of all citizens. This is the 
foundation that underpins and protects modern democratic societies.  

The balance between the freedom to demonstrate and the need for law and order must be 
protected so that people can go about their normal lives.

Tensions are clearly high in Catalonia at present and the question of independence is deeply 
divisive there.  It is important that the voices of all Catalans are fully heard and represented, 
including those who do not support independence. 

Citizens also deserve to have the certainty that the rule of law extends to them and protects 
them. That is why we continue to support a resolution to the current situation that is based on 
democracy and the rule of law.

Military Neutrality
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12/11/2019WRB0150067. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which the neutrality of Ireland will be guaranteed and respected in view of 
the fact that the final statement of the 15th Inter-Parliamentary Conference for CFSP and CSDP 
on 4 to 6 September 2019 stated that EU defence cooperation should be continued to be coor-
dinated with NATO and should aim to create synergies for both the EU and NATO. [45077/19]

12/11/2019WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU-
NATO cooperation is focused on promoting security and maintaining peace and stability and is 
developed with full respect for the decision-making autonomy and procedures of both organi-
sations, as well as respecting the specific character of the security and defence policies of EU 
Member States. This includes those which are not members of NATO.

The EU’s cooperation with NATO is governed by the Lisbon Treaty, including the legally-
binding Irish Protocol which expressly states that “The Treaty of Lisbon does not affect or 
prejudice Ireland’s traditional policy of military neutrality”.  This ensures respect for Ireland’s 
traditional policy of military neutrality.

Middle East Issues

12/11/2019WRB0170068. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Israel and Palestine were discussed at his meetings at the UN. [39950/19]

12/11/2019WRB01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to be a high priority for Ireland, for the European Union 
and for me personally.

While in New York in September for the high level week of the 74th  Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, I attended a number of events and meetings and also held a series 
of bilateral meetings with a range of Ministers and other interlocutors. The Israel-Palestine con-
flict featured in several of these discussions and meetings. For example, I discussed the issue 
with the Secretary General of the League of Arab States. I also met with senior White House 
advisor Jared Kushner to discuss the Middle East Peace Process and the situation in the region. 
In that meeting I clearly conveyed Ireland’s encouragement for any efforts that can bring genu-
ine progress, while also making clear Ireland’s support for the long-agreed parameters, which 
any new Middle East peace initiative would need to include, in order to have a realistic prospect 
of being acceptable to both parties. 

During the United Nations high level week, my colleague Minister Zappone also attended 
a Ministerial meeting for key partners of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). Ireland is a strong and longstanding supporter 
of UNRWA, which is mandated with providing essential services to the 5.4 million registered 
Palestinian refugees across the region, including education, healthcare and humanitarian relief. 
Ireland has disbursed €5 million to UNRWA so far this year and we are in the process of releas-
ing a further €2m in funding. 

During that week, the Middle East Peace Process and the situation in the Occupied Palestin-
ian territory was also an important theme in the meetings undertaken by senior Irish officials, 
for example in a meeting with the EU Special Representative for the Middle East Peace Process 
Ms. Susanna Terstal.  

I will continue to do everything I can to ensure Ireland can influence the political debate 
with the aim of resolving the conflict and bringing to an end the Israeli occupation.
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Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 50.

Human Rights

12/11/2019WRB0200070. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will follow the lead of other states by calling on Myanmar to be brought before the 
International Court of Justice for genocidal actions against the Rohingya; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46255/19]

12/11/2019WRB02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware that the Gambia has just yesterday submitted an application to the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) alleging breaches of the Genocide Convention by Myanmar.  

Ireland remains deeply concerned over the findings of the Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission (IIFFM), and other special mandate holders regarding gross human rights 
violations committed by the Myanmar Military Forces (Tatmadaw), many of which amount to 
the gravest crimes under international law.

These include a finding by the IIFFM that there is sufficient information to warrant the 
investigation and prosecution of senior officials in the Tatmadaw chain of command, so that a 
competent court can determine their liability for genocide in relation to the situation in Rakhine 
State.  Ireland, together with our EU partners, has consistently called for the accountability of 
those who may be responsible for such crimes and has engaged in a number of actions at inter-
national level in this regard. 

The EU has also worked with international partners, including the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation, to press for action at UN level including acting as pen-holder on several key initia-
tives. These include the establishment of both the UNHRC mandated Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission and the recently operational Independent Investigative Mechanism for 
Myanmar, to further investigate and prepare for fair and independent criminal proceedings in 
accordance with international standards in order to address the issue of accountability.

At EU level, targeted restrictive measures have been put in place by the EU against senior 
military officers of the Tatmadaw responsible for these acts and further measures are being kept 
under review. In addition, the European Commission is currently reviewing Myanmar’s trade 
preferences under the framework of the Everything But Arms (EBA) scheme.

Ireland will continue to work with our EU and other international partners to urge Myanmar 
to hold those responsible for these crimes to account and to press for a long term sustainable 
resolution to the Rohingya crisis that will provide a pathway for refugees to return.

This approach is considered to be the most effective one at present. Ireland is closely moni-
toring developments at the ICJ and will continue to liaise with international partners on the best 
way forward.

Brexit Issues

12/11/2019WRB0220071. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of the negotiations on the Withdrawal Treaty following the Foreign Affairs 
Council and General Affairs Council meetings. [43260/19]

12/11/2019WRB02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 17 
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October, the EU and UK agreed a revised Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration on 
future EU-UK relations.  

Finalisation of the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement still needs to be completed. 

Although the House of Commons voted in favour of the Withdrawal Agreement Bill at 
second reading, elections are now scheduled in the UK  for 12 December, and that process is 
on hold.

On 28 October, EU leaders agreed to the UK’s request for an extension of Article 50 process 
until 31 January 2020.  This extension also facilitates an earlier departure should the ratification 
be completed at an earlier date. 

The Government remains firmly of the view that ratifying this Withdrawal Agreement is the 
best way to ensure an orderly UK withdrawal, and hopes that the extra time provided by the 
extension will allow for ratification of the Agreement.

Once the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified, it is the shared intention of the EU and the UK, 
as set out in the Political Declaration on the future relationship, to move quickly to begin nego-
tiations on a broad, deep and flexible partnership between the EU and the UK with a compre-
hensive and balanced Free Trade Agreement at its core.

Overseas Development Aid Provision

12/11/2019WRB0240072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which bilateral and multilateral aid continues to reach the intended targets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46375/19]

12/11/2019WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Offi-
cial Development Assistance (ODA) is an essential element of Ireland’s foreign policy. In line 
with the Government’s commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and the 
new policy for international development, A Better World - published in February - Ireland’s 
international development programme is focused on reaching the furthest behind first through 
delivery of four cross-cutting policy priorities, namely gender equality, reducing humanitarian 
need, climate action and strengthening governance. 

The 2018 Irish Aid annual report, published last month, details the range of partners and 
channels involved in the delivery of Ireland’s aid programme. In 2018, €449.43 million was 
allocated through bilateral channels, including over €169 million channelled through NGOs.  
€342.2 million was disbursed through the EU and the wider multilateral system, where core 
missions and objectives closely aligned with Ireland’s policy priorities.

Ireland’s international development programme is well recognised for its committment to 
reducing poverty and vulnerability, for its focus on least development countries and small is-
land development states, and for reaching those furthest behind first. Peer reviews by the Or-
ganisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) have consistently found that 
Ireland’s development cooperation programme is of the highest quality.  Earlier this year Ire-
land was again adjudicated the world’s most efficient donor in targeting extreme poverty by an 
independent international research body, the Overseas Development Institute.

Northern Ireland
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12/11/2019WRB0260073. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has raised concerns with the authorities in Northern Ireland and the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland in relation to the long periods being spent on remand and on bail by persons 
accused of paramilitary offences; if so, the response he received to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46022/19]

12/11/2019WRB02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware that the Deputy has raised concerns about the length of time some prisoners in Northern 
Ireland spend on remand and on bail prior to facing trial.  Officials from my Department based 
in Belfast have engaged with the Northern Ireland Office and the Northern Ireland Department 
of Justice in relation to this issue. 

The NI Department of Justice Prison Population report from September 2019 notes that the 
proportion of prisoners on remand has increased annually over the past number of years, with 
30.1% of prisoners being on remand in the 2018/2019 financial year. This follows on from an 
NI Audit Office report published in March 2018 which showed that there are significant delays 
in delivering justice in Northern Ireland. The average length of time from the reporting of a 
crime to completion of Crown Court proceedings is 515 days, which is twice as long as in Eng-
land and Wales. The report found that the progress of cases through the system is punctuated by 
practices and processes that are not efficient and that work against the timely delivery of justice. 
The report also notes the detrimental impact this has on victims, defendants and witnesses. 

A number of recommendations were made in the NI Audit Office report which would short-
en the time spent on remand, including the removal of the committal process. Implementing 
such reforms would require a locally elected Justice Minister to be in place as part of a restored 
Executive, which is an immediate priority of the Government. 

There is widespread acknowledgement across the justice system in Northern Ireland that 
the existing processes need to be reformed and speeded up. The most recent report of the Inde-
pendent Reporting Commission noted this, where they expressed concern that the efforts of the 
PSNI in tackling paramilitarism are hampered by the committal process and the delays which 
it causes. The IRC went on to echo the calls of the Audit Office in seeking that the committal 
process be removed.

Economic Sanctions

12/11/2019WRB0280074. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if progress has been made to address the US embargo which continues to this day and 
which is having a detrimental effect on Cubans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46256/19]

12/11/2019WRB02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
and our EU partners have long monitored the US embargo on Cuba, which ultimately is a policy 
issue for the US Administration. Fundamentally, Ireland believes that the US embargo on Cuba 
serves no constructive purpose and that its lifting would facilitate an opening of Cuba’s econo-
my to the benefit of its people. In addition, we are not persuaded that the continued embargo is 
contributing in a positive way to a democratic transition in Cuba. 

Recent developments on this issue have related to the US’s Helms-Burton Act, which seeks 
to internationalise aspects of the US’s embargo and penalise non-US citizens or entities that en-
gage in economic activity with Cuba. The developments in the application of the Helms-Burton 
Act, which came into effect in the first half of this year, have been discussed on several occa-
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sions at the EU Council Working Party on Transatlantic Relations (COTRA), at which Ireland 
is represented at official level. 

Ireland’s reaction to the suspension of waivers under the Helms-Burton act remains in lock-
step with that of our EU partners and we also echo the statement made by the High Representa-
tive of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on 2 May last, which stated 
that “The EU considers the extra-territorial application of unilateral restrictive measures to be 
contrary to international law and will draw on all appropriate measures to address the effects 
of the Helms-Burton Act, including in relation to its WTO rights and through the use of the EU 
Blocking Statute.”

Together with our EU partners, Ireland has also firmly and continuously opposed extraterri-
torial measures that seek to extend the US embargo against Cuba to third countries, as contrary 
to commonly accepted rules of international trade.

I do not believe that developments on the Helms-Burton Act will adversely affect the EU-
Cuba Agreement, nor indeed Ireland-Cuba relations, both of which remain strong. I was pleased 
to note that the President of Cuba, Miguel Díaz-Canel, visited Ireland in October and met with 
President Higgins and the Taoiseach. I understand that the Taoiseach had a positive and con-
structive meeting with President Díaz-Canel and that they discussed the Helms-Burton Act and 
the US embargo, as well as other issues including human rights, and ways in which both coun-
tries can improve economic links and diplomatic ties.

Middle East Issues

12/11/2019WRB0300075. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Israeli authorities approved plans for 2,342 
housing units in illegal Israeli colonial settlements and a new tunnel road in Palestine in Octo-
ber 2019 (details supplied); if he has raised the issue with his Israeli counterpart; and his plans 
to respond to the alleged continued violations of international law and increased illegal colonial 
settlement building by Israel. [46432/19]

12/11/2019WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land’s position on settlement expansion, related infrastructure development, demolition of Pal-
estinian homes and other buildings, and forced removal of Palestinians from their homes, is 
extremely clear. All actions which compromise the viability of a future Palestinian state are 
very damaging. Such unilateral actions further diminish the prospects for successful negotia-
tions and an end to the conflict, something which I firmly believe is in the best interests of both 
Israelis and Palestinians.

On the 4th  of November, the EEAS issued a statement with regard to the recent develop-
ments to which the Deputy refers. The statement noted that the “all settlement activity is illegal 
under international law and it erodes the viability of the two-state solution and the prospects for 
a lasting peace, as reaffirmed by UN Security Council Resolution 2334” and continues, “the EU 
calls on Israel to end all settlement activity, in line with its obligations as an occupying power.” 
Ireland fully supports this statement. 

Ireland and the EU stand by the internationally agreed parameters for a negotiated peace 
agreement and continue to urge the Israeli Government to uphold its international legal obliga-
tions, including under the Fourth Geneva Convention, on the treatment of a civilian population. 
Ireland will continue to convey our concerns on related developments on the ground in all rel-
evant international fora, as well as directly with the Israeli authorities.
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Brexit Issues

12/11/2019WRB0320076. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on recent discussions with EU Commission officials regarding Brexit. [39453/19]

12/11/2019WRB0330078. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken with European Commissioners recently in relation to Brexit. [45815/19]

12/11/2019WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 76 and 78 together.

My officials and I remain in close, ongoing contact with representatives of the EU institu-
tions regarding Brexit, as well as other areas of importance to Ireland. 

I participated in the meeting of the GAC in Article 50 format held on the morning of 15 
October, during which Mr. Barnier briefed Ministers on the status of the then ongoing negotia-
tions between the EU Taskforce and the UK Government.  Prior to that I had met bilaterally 
with Chief Negotiator Michel Barnier in Brussels on 8 October, to take stock of developments 
in negotiations. 

We welcome that a deal has been reached between the EU and the UK on a revised With-
drawal Agreement and Political Declaration, which was subsequently endorsed unanimously 
by the European Council on 17 October.

Recognising the unique situation on the island of Ireland, the revised draft Protocol on Ire-
land and Northern Ireland provides important safeguards that the Good Friday Agreement will 
be protected in all its parts, including avoiding a hard border, protecting North South coopera-
tion and the all island economy. It also protects the integrity of the EU’s Single Market and 
Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them. The agreement also provides a legally operable 
solution, providing certainty that at the end of the transition period, the benefits of the peace 
process and the all island economy can continue to be enjoyed. 

We welcome that an extension has been agreed by the EU and UK Governments, extending 
the deadline to 31 January. This extension also facilitates an earlier departure should ratification 
by the UK and the European Parliament be completed at an earlier date. 

We hope that the extra time provided by the extension will be used to ratify the Agreement, 
in order to ensure an orderly withdrawal of the UK.

Passport Applications

12/11/2019WRB0350077. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the plan in budget 2020 to continue to improve customer service delivery for passport 
applications will include printing facilities at the Cork passport office; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46456/19]

12/11/2019WRB03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service, located in my Department, is one unified service composed of three constitu-
ent offices located in Mount Street, Dublin, in Balbriggan, Co. Dublin and in South Mall, Cork. 

The Passport Service operates three passport printing machines, two of which are located in 
our main production facility in Balbriggan, Co. Dublin and one located in the Passport office in 
Mount Street, Dublin. 
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All applications are processed through the centralised Automated Passport Service (APS). 
This means that all production facilities can print a passport irrespective of where the applica-
tion was processed. This printing system allows for flexibility between printing machines if 
any one machine has reached capacity. Each passport printer has a printing capacity of 250 
passports per hour. 

This meets the Passport Service’s printing demands and, indeed, there is additional capacity. 
Therefore, I am satisfied at this time that there is no requirement for an additional printing ma-
chine, and as such, there is no plan to expand printing facilities to the office in Cork at this time. 

The allocation to the Passport Service in Budget 2020 will increase resources for the Pass-
port Service to meet increasing demand, and to continue to improve customer service delivery 
and customer experience. 

I would like to draw attention to the well-advanced Passport Reform Programme. It con-
tinues to deliver major upgrades to the Passport Service technology platforms and business 
processes as well as significant customer service improvements.  

One key element of the Passport Reform Programme is Passport Online which allows cus-
tomers to apply for an Irish passport online. The Passport Service introduced online renewal 
of adult passports in 2017 and expanded this service in 2018 to include the renewal of child 
passports. On October 31 this year, Passport Online expanded to allow first time applicants 
from Ireland, Northern Ireland, Great Britain, the European Union, European Economic Area 
and Switzerland to apply through this channel. 

Passport Online brings significant benefits to citizens with faster turnaround times at lower 
costs. 53% of all applications received in 2019 have been online applications.  Over 69% of 
those eligible to use the online application channel have done so. Passport Online has been in-
strumental in the efficient management overall passport operations and in allowing the Passport 
Service to allocate staff resources more efficiently to cope with unprecedented demand.

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 76.

Northern Ireland

12/11/2019WRB0380079. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the fact that the Northern Ireland Assembly has not reconvened. [46419/19]

12/11/2019WRB03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
continuing absence of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly in Northern Ireland and the 
North South Ministerial Council is of grave concern for the Government, as it is for the British 
Government.

I have engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland throughout the 
latest talks process, to encourage the parties to reach an accommodation that will get the Execu-
tive, Assembly and the North/South Ministerial Council operating again. 

I remain in regular and ongoing contact with Secretary of State Smith as we continue to 
work to seek an agreement between the parties that will secure this outcome. 

All five political parties have engaged constructively in the talks process with that objective 
over the last number of months. Progress has been made across a range of important issues. 

However, some key outstanding issues remain and finding final agreement on these issues 
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will require genuine and courageous dialogue and leadership by the party leaders in Northern 
Ireland. 

People want the devolved power-sharing institutions up and running again to represent their 
interests and address issues of concern in Northern Ireland at present.

In this context, the political parties - in particular the two largest parties - must live up to 
their responsibilities and be open to fair and workable compromises on the small number of 
outstanding issues, to secure the overall interests of people in Northern Ireland and to protect 
and operate the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement again.

The Governments are determined to use the time immediately ahead to work to get the 
devolved institutions operating again. Ultimately the challenge is for the parties to find an 
agreement. This will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be 
achieved.

12/11/2019WRC00200Legislative Process

12/11/2019WRC0030080. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Taoiseach the number of recommendations for mon-
ey messages signed by him supporting the expenditure of public funds proposed by a Private 
Members’ Bill in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of recommen-
dations that were refused; and the category under which they were refused (details supplied). 
[45894/19]

12/11/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the tables below. 

Table 1: money messages issued

2016
Garda Síochána (Amendment)(No.2) Bill 2014
Parole Bill 2016

2017
Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016
Intoxicating Liquor (Breweries and Distilleries) Bill 2016 – a Financial Resolution also issued
National Famine Commemoration Day Bill 2017
Recognition of Irish Sign Language for the Deaf Bill  2016

2019
Electoral (Amendment)(No.3) Bill 2014
Consumer Insurance Contracts Bill 2017
Parental Leave Bill 
Civil Law (Presumption of Death) Bill 2016 

Table 2: reasoned responses issued

Bill Date Laid Category 
Education (Amendment) Bill 2015 8/04/19 Oireachtas Money Message
Employment Equality (Abolition of Manda-
tory Retirement Age) Bill 2016

29/07/19 Oireachtas Money Message
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Bill Date Laid Category 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(Gender Pay Gap Information) Bill 2017 

July 2019 Oireachtas Money Message

Island Fisheries (Heritage Licence) Bill 2017 17/04/19 Oireachtas Money Message
Judicial Appointments Commission Bill 2016 29/07/19 Oireachtas Money Message
Local Government (Establishment of Town 
Councils Commission) Bill 2017

29/03/19 Oireachtas Money Message

Mortgage Arrears Resolution (Family Home) 
Bill 2017

10/07/19 Oireachtas Money Message

Prisons (Solitary Confinement) (Amendment) 
Bill 2016

29/07/19 Oireachtas Money Message

Waste Reduction Bill 2017 21/03/19 Oireachtas Money Message
Petroleum and Other Minerals (Amendment) 
(Climate emergency Measures) Bill 2018  

5/07/19 Oireachtas Money Message

12/11/2019WRC00500Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRC0060081. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach the number, date of publication and details 
of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular form. 
[46099/19]

12/11/2019WRC00700The Taoiseach: No post-enactment reports have been published by my Department since 
March 2011 as no relevant legislation was enacted in that period.

12/11/2019WRC00800Consultancy Contracts

12/11/2019WRC0090082. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if his Department has contracts with 
external companies that advise on human resources, public relations, legal, financial or other 
policy matters. [46189/19]

12/11/2019WRC01000The Taoiseach: My Department has no contracts with external companies to advise on hu-
man resources, public relations, legal, financial or other policy matters.

12/11/2019WRC01100Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRC0120083. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach the number of vacant desk spaces avail-
able in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service accommodation outside 
Dublin city. [46301/19]

12/11/2019WRC01300The Taoiseach: My Department does not occupy any accommodation outside Dublin city.

12/11/2019WRC01400Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRC0150084. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach when the disclosures made by his Depart-
ment under Freedom of Information was last updated; and if this is in line with the disclosure 
policy of his Department. [46475/19]

12/11/2019WRC01600The Taoiseach: As part of its FOI publication scheme my Department maintains a FOI 
disclosures log on the gov.ie website containing details of the non-personal freedom of informa-
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tion requests that were granted or part granted by my Department.  

In keeping with its policy to update the disclosures log on a quarterly basis, my Depart-
ment last updated its FOI disclosures log in October with details of the FOI requests that were 
granted or part granted in the third quarter this year.

12/11/2019WRC01700Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRC0180085. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach the role his Department is playing in the 
winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in this campaign; and the 
details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or communication. [46636/19]

12/11/2019WRC01900The Taoiseach: This current Be Winter Ready campaign is the ninth campaign launched by 
the Office of Emergency Planning, which my Department supports through it’s membership of 
the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning. The campaign aims to assist households 
in preparing for severe weather, and coping with it when it actually happens. 

The Government Information Services’ role is to provide support on the public informa-
tion aspects of the campaign including about being prepared, staying safe and knowing where 
people can find help if needed.  Information will also be available during severe weather events 
on Twitter from the Office of Emergency Planning @emergencyIE which all Departments sup-
port as part of their public information roles.

The Be Winter Ready booklet is published by the Office of Emergency Planning, on behalf 
of the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning. More information and useful links are 
available on www.winterready.ie.

There is no expenditure by my Department on the campaign.

12/11/2019WRC02000Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRC0210086. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46089/19]

12/11/2019WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There have been 
no post-enactment reports published by my Department since March 2011.

In general, legislation emanating from the Department of Defence is focused on the Defence 
Forces only and does not apply to the ordinary citizen or the business community. 

12/11/2019WRC02300Defence Forces Pensions

12/11/2019WRC0240087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he has 
discretion to increase the pension entitlement of a member of the Defence Forces (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46157/19]

12/11/2019WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There is no dis-
cretion available under the Army Pensions Acts to increase the pension of the person in ques-
tion, which was fixed, under Section 13(2) of the Army Pensions Act 1923, by a bona fide 
decision of the then Minister for Defence, on the basis that civil compensation was received for 
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the same disablement.

Section 13(2) of the Army Pensions Act 1923 (as amended) provides that any alternative 
compensation received may be taken into consideration in fixing the level of disability pension 
or gratuity that might otherwise be awarded for the same injury or medical condition.  The 
underlying objective of section 13(2) is to take into consideration compensation paid ‘on the 
double’ for the same disablement. 

There is provision under the Acts for the review of pensions or gratuities awarded or re-
fused, subject to certain conditions, for example if additional relevant medical evidence be-
comes available.  Such circumstances are, however, not relevant in this instance as no such case 
has been made.

The disability pension, as fixed, would of course have been increased periodically to reflect 
relevant pay increases in the intervening period.

12/11/2019WRC02600Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRC0270088. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service 
accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46291/19]

12/11/2019WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number of 
vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to the Department of Defence outside 
Dublin city is 19 and they are located as follows:

 Location Number of vacant desk spaces
 Newbridge  13
 Galway 0 
 Roscrea 6 
A number of posts are due to be filled in the coming months and this will reduce the number 

of vacant desks available. 

12/11/2019WRC02900Defence Forces Personnel Data

12/11/2019WRC0300089. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of vacant promotional positions waiting to be filled in the Defence Forces as of 4 November 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46357/19]

12/11/2019WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The manpower 
requirement of the Defence Forces is monitored on an on-going basis in accordance with opera-
tional requirements. Promotions are ongoing within the officer ranks. A promotion competition 
for NCOs is currently in progress.

The table below outlines the promotional posts vacant in the Permanent Defence Force, per 
rank, as of 30 September 2019, the latest date for which such figures are available.

 Rank  Number of Promotion vacancies as of 30 
September 2019

 Lieutenant Colonel  8 
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 Rank  Number of Promotion vacancies as of 30 
September 2019

 Commandant  1 
 Captain  96 
 Sergeant Major  2 
 Battalion Quartermaster Sergeant  5 
 Company Sergeant  17 
 Company Quartermaster Sergeant  15 
 Sergeant  250 
 Corporal  237 
Note: 

Equivalent Naval Service Ranks

Lieutenant Colonel/Commander

Commandant/Lieutenant Commander

Captain/Lieutenant (NS) 

Sergeant Major/Warrant Officer

Battalion Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Chief Petty Officer 

Company Quartermaster Sergeant/Senior Petty Officer

Company Sergeant/Chief Petty Officer

Sergeant/Petty Officer

Corporal/Leading Seaman

12/11/2019WRC03200Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRC0330090. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the disclo-
sures made by his Department under Freedom of Information was last updated; if this is in line 
with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46465/19]

12/11/2019WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
most recently updated its Freedom of Information Disclosure Log on 7 November, 2019.  The 
Disclosure Log provides information up to the end of the third quarter of 2019.  Once all Free-
dom of Information requests for a particular quarter have been processed and issued, the Dis-
closure Log for that period is updated.

12/11/2019WRC03500Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRC0360091. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the role his De-
partment is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in 
this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or com-
munication. [46626/19]
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12/11/2019WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In November 
2011 the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning launched the “Be Winter-Ready” 
information campaign to give the public advice on how to prepare in the future for severe 
weather events. Since then, the Government Task Force (GTF) on Emergency Planning, which 
I chair, and the Office of Emergency Planning in my Department have coordinated this annual 
whole of Government information campaign with the support of all Government Departments 
and Agencies. 

The Be Winter-Ready booklets, annual leaflets and website provides information on how to 
prepare for winter and provides practical advice for coping during episodes of severe weather, 
with advice and contact details of organisations and agencies that can provide further guidance 
and assistance. 

Each year the campaign has focused on a particular theme. This year the campaign is pro-
moting awareness of the Met Éireann Severe Weather Warning Systems with an associated 
leaflet on their colour coded warnings that further explains how these are used.

The Office of Emergency Planning in my Department chairs the GTF Subgroup on Winter 
Preparedness, which meets regularly throughout the year to plan for and review each “Be Winter 
Ready” campaign. The OEP also has an annual presence at the National Ploughing Champion-
ships, which offers an opportunity to further promote the campaign ahead of the official launch 
by myself and other Ministers in early November each year. The OEP and the GTF review the 
effectiveness of each campaign annually and plan for the theme and context for the next launch.

The “Be Winter-Ready” annual campaigns have been incorporated into an overall whole 
of Government approach to winter preparedness across all Government Departments and the 
wider public service. In the context of expenditure, the costs of the campaign have been kept 
to a minimum and other Departments are working together and utilizing existing promotional 
mechanisms and budgets to present their contributions. The OEP and GTF prepares the overall 
theme each year in collaboration with a lead department and this expenditure is funded from 
within the OEP Subhead of my Department. While not all expenditure has been finalised, the 
total estimated cost of the 2019-20 campaign is outlined below and will be approximately 
€60,500.  There has been no expenditure on external consultancy.  

 

Estimated Be Winter-Ready Information Campaign Costs to date:

Advertising and Promotional Costs: €
Promotional material with the Be Winter Ready logo €4,500
Stand at the National Ploughing Championships €2,700
Radio Advertisements €30,000
Two page ‘Be Winter Ready’ article in the Irish Indepen-
dent

€8,000

‘Be Winter Ready’ leaflet drop feature in the Irish Indepen-
dent

€14,000

Communications Costs:
Irish translation of winter ready leaflets, Ministers speeches 
and Q&As etc.,  

€1,000

Sign Language Interpreter for launch €300
Total Costs (estimated): €60,500
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12/11/2019WRC03800Defence Forces Recruitment

12/11/2019WRC0390092. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when a new 
cadetship competition for the Defence Forces will open; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46694/19]

12/11/2019WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It is envisaged 
that the next competition for cadetships in the Defence Forces will be launched in Quarter 1 of 
2020.  

12/11/2019WRC04100Defence Forces Allowances

12/11/2019WRC0420093. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the estimated 
full-year cost if the explosive ordnance disposal duty allowance was increased by a further 20% 
based on 2018 figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46704/19]

12/11/2019WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The estimated 
cost requested is set out in the table beneath.

2018  €
Cost in 2018.  €0.310m
Estimated full year cost of restoration (10% from 4/7/19) based on 
2018.

 €0.031m

 Estimated cost in a full year  of a further 20% increase (based on 
2018 plus 10%restoration).

 €0.068m

12/11/2019WRC04400Northern Ireland

12/11/2019WRC0450094. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the role of his Department in North-South co-operation. [46660/19]

12/11/2019WRC04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
North South Cooperation that we enjoy today brings tangible benefits to the daily lives of peo-
ple, across the island of Ireland, particularly to those living in the border region, and contributes 
to economic opportunity and development. It is also a very practical outworking of the peace 
process which allows for, and in turn encourages, the normalisation of relationships between 
people across the island.

The Government, and my Department, are firmly focused on protecting the full range of 
areas of North South cooperation, including in the context of Brexit, as well as providing for its 
continued development.

The North South Ministerial Council (NSMC), which was established under Strand Two of 
the Good Friday Agreement to develop consultation, cooperation and action within the island 
of Ireland, is the formal means for advancing North South cooperation.  In the Council, the 
Government works with the Northern Ireland Executive to advance areas of practical coopera-
tion which are to our mutual benefit.  The NSMC provides the opportunity for a strategic and 
structured approach to cooperation across a range of key policy areas within the competence of 
the two administrations.

Since the Northern Ireland Executive ceased to function in January 2017, the NSMC has 
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been unable to meet and bring the Government and Executive together to oversee ongoing 
North South work and further develop cooperation, as provided for under the Good Friday 
Agreement.  This is a most serious absence, and particularly so at a time when the Council 
should be continuing the work it commenced in 2016 to deal with the challenges of the UK exit 
from the European Union.  

Despite the absence of Ministers from Northern Ireland Departments, there is a wide vari-
ety of activity underway, both in terms of the formal areas of cooperation, the ongoing work of 
the North South Implementation Bodies and in cooperation outside of the formal North South 
institutional framework. 

The NSMC is supported by a standing Joint Secretariat in Armagh, staffed by members of 
the Irish and Northern Ireland Civil Services, with staff costs met separately. In addition to ser-
vicing the Council, the officials from my Department who are working in the Joint Secretariat 
also perform other important functions focussed on advocacy for North South cooperation. 

My Department’s officials in Armagh actively pursue our priorities for advancing coopera-
tion by developing networks of contacts and outreach to Northern Ireland’s economic and busi-
ness sector, as well as analysing and reporting on the progress of such cooperation, including 
the work of the North South Implementation Bodies.   The Department’s officials in Dublin and 
in Armagh also play a coordinating role in Government activity on North South issues, attend-
ing and chairing meetings of the North South Interdepartmental Coordinators, and encouraging 
and advancing cross-border cooperation at official level.

12/11/2019WRC04700Human Rights

12/11/2019WRC0480095. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to recognise the Armenian genocide that occurred 104 years ago (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46021/19]

12/11/2019WRC04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government has expressed its deepest sympathy for the enormous suffering of the Armenian 
people during the terrible events of 1915 which resulted in the tragic deaths of very large num-
bers of the Armenian population in the Ottoman Empire. 

No Irish Government has taken a position on the recognition of the events of 1915 as geno-
cide, believing that it is not in a position to adjudicate on this contentious matter, involving the 
consideration of a number of legal issues and an assessment of the actions and intentions of 
many parties during that time. Ireland follows the practice of recognising genocide only where 
it has been established by a judgment of an international court or where there is international 
consensus on the matter. 

These terrible events continue to overshadow relations between Armenia and Turkey and 
the two sides maintain sharply different historical interpretations of these events. As the Irish 
experience demonstrates, the process of reconciliation and coming to terms with the past is 
never easy. Ireland would urge Armenia and Turkey to take advantage of any opportunity to 
progress reconciliation for the good of their peoples and the wider region.

12/11/2019WRC05000Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRC0510096. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his De-
partment since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46093/19]

12/11/2019WRC05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
March 2011 my Department has sponsored six items of legislation, as set out in the table below.

Post-enactment scrutiny was adopted for the duration of the 31st Dáil through Standing 
Order 141A, effective from 5 November 2013, and was adopted by Standing Order 164A for 
the 32nd Dáil. In that light, the requirement to report does not apply to the first three pieces of 
legislation listed as they pre-date the requirement. 

The post-enactment reports made under Standing Order 164A for my Department are as 
follows:

-  Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017 was laid with the Oireachtas 
Library on 13 December 2018.

-  Protection of Cultural Property in the event of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Act 
2017 was laid with the Oireachtas Library on 29 March 2019.

My Department will comply with future review requirements on each piece of legislation 
when they fall due. This includes the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019. 

Name of Act  Year Enacted
Biological Weapons Act  2011-10 July
European Communities (Amendment) Act  2012- 3 July
Thirtieth Amendment of the Constitution Bill (Treaty 
on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union) Act

 2012-27 June

Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions)  Act  2017-13 December
Protection of Cultural Property in the event of Armed 
Conflict (Hague Convention) Act

 2017-21 December

The Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019 
- ‘The Brexit Omnibus Act’.

 2019-17 March

12/11/2019WRC05300Human Rights

12/11/2019WRC0540097. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Ireland supports the development of a legally binding international treaty on business 
and human rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46128/19]

12/11/2019WRC05500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
question of a legally binding treaty to regulate the activities of transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises has been under consideration by an open-ended inter-governmental 
working group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises, which was estab-
lished on foot of a resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council in 2014.    

The working group has had five sessions to date, with the most recent having taken place in 
Geneva from 14 to 18 October 2019.  It considered the revised draft text of a legally binding in-
strument which had earlier been circulated by Ecuador, the chair of the working group.  Ireland 
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was among those EU Member States which advocated a greater engagement by the European 
Union in the process and I am pleased therefore that the EU participated and made statements 
at the opening and closing debates.  

As the proposed treaty covers matters for which the EU is competent, it will be for the Eu-
ropean Commission to negotiate on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  For my part, I am 
open to looking at options for progress on a legally binding treaty, which I believe should be 
firmly rooted in the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.  I would like to see 
any new initiative build on, rather than duplicate, existing measures such as the OECD Guide-
lines for Multinational Enterprises and the ILO Tripartite Declaration of Principles Concerning 
Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy.

Any new treaty would have to reaffirm the universality, indivisibility and interdependence 
of human rights and stress the primary responsibility of States under existing human rights ob-
ligations to protect against human rights violations.  I also believe that it would have to treat all 
economic operators, whether transnational or purely domestic, in a non-discriminatory manner. 

Ultimately, if it is to achieve its objectives, any legally binding instrument should enjoy 
broad support among UN Member States to ensure its effectiveness as well as international 
coherence in the framework of business and human rights.  On this point, I would note that of 
the 22 countries which to date have adopted National Plans on Business and Human Rights, 16, 
including Ireland, are EU Member States.   

12/11/2019WRC05600Consular Services Representations

12/11/2019WRC0570098. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the status of the case of a person (details supplied); if contact has been made to the 
relevant embassies; and if a multi-agency delegation will be sent to Saudi Arabia in order to 
make contact with the person to offer assistance. [46135/19]

12/11/2019WRC05800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of this case, which is very complex and sensitive. 

My Department has been in ongoing contact with the family of the citizen, and has provided 
wide-ranging consular assistance, since the case was first brought to our attention. Our Em-
bassy in Riyadh has had extensive engagement with the local authorities regarding the welfare 
of the citizen, and will continue to do so. My Department will continue to provide all possible 
and appropriate consular assistance in relation to this difficult situation. 

As with all consular cases, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the details of 
this case. 

12/11/2019WRC05900United Nations

12/11/2019WRC0600099. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding the establishment of a parliamentary assembly at the United Na-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46152/19]

12/11/2019WRC06100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
joining the United Nations in 1955, Ireland has been consistent in our commitment to the values 
and principles enshrined in the UN Charter.
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As a strong supporter of the United Nations, Ireland actively and positively engages in dis-
cussions and actions at the UN level to promote and affect reform of the organisation, across a 
range of priority areas.

Ireland remains open-minded to the concept of a UN Parliamentary Assembly in the context 
of overall UN reform. 

I am conscious that those who advocate for the establishment of a UN Parliamentary As-
sembly seek increased transparency and oversight of the UN and its work. My Department 
remains open to engaging with those advocating for a Parliamentary Assembly. 

The United Nations will celebrate its 75th anniversary next year, in 2020. As we near this 
important anniversary, Ireland will continue to support UN reform measures to improve the 
functioning of the organisation, so that the objectives of the UN Charter, which are widely 
shared in the Oireachtas, can be achieved. 

12/11/2019WRD00200Election Monitoring Missions

12/11/2019WRD00300100. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if an overseas allowance for Irish citizens who are working with the special monitoring 
mission with the OSCE will be agreed and put in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46254/19]

12/11/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land greatly values the vital role that the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine plays 
in gathering information and reporting on the security situation throughout Ukraine. Since its 
deployment in 2014, Ireland has continued to provide political, technical, and financial support 
to the Mission towards the ultimate aim of reducing tensions and facilitating dialogue between 
all sides.

To date, Ireland has paid assessed contributions totalling €2.725 million to the SMM. In 
addition, we made a voluntary contribution of €300,000 in 2014.  A further contribution of 
€63,200 was made in 2018 towards the cost of the unmanned drones used by the Mission. 

Mission members are seconded to the OSCE and are not employees of my Department. The 
OSCE advertises vacancies within the SMM on its website. The Irish Mission to the OSCE 
reviews Irish applications and nominates applicants who meet the minimum criteria.  The deci-
sion on the selection of successful candidates are a matter for the OSCE.  

There are currently 12 Irish civilian monitors seconded to the OSCE. The mission members 
receive an allowance paid by the OSCE to cover board and lodging. This allowance varies ac-
cording to the cost of living and degree of hardship at the duty station, but is generally in the 
region of €125-155 per day. 

The question of an additional allowance to be paid by my Department to Irish civilians sec-
onded to the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission will be kept under review.

12/11/2019WRD00500Human Rights

12/11/2019WRD00600101. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 45 of 25 July 2019, if officials in the embassy in Colom-
bia met with local human rights groups and visited a mine (details supplied); if so, when the 
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report from the visit will be made available; and if not, the reason therefor. [46262/19]

12/11/2019WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
takes a very active role in supporting human rights defenders, open civil society space and the 
protection and promotion of fundamental rights and freedoms. As outlined in the response to 
the previous PQ you mention, I am aware of the difficult situation that exists for human rights 
defenders in Colombia, and continue to reject the use of threats, including death threats, intimi-
dation and violence against those exercising and protecting their rights to freedom of expres-
sion and assembly. 

Since opening earlier this year, our new Embassy in Bogotá has followed the situation in 
La Guajira closely and has maintained regular contact with all relevant stakeholders in order 
to gain a greater understanding of the circumstances and issues raised by the Deputy. Taking 
into account security and other considerations, a visit by the Embassy to the Department of La 
Guajira, where the Cerrejón mine is located, was possible in late September 2019. 

The two-day visit took place on 23 and 24 September and was led by Ireland’s Ambassador 
to Colombia, Ms Alison Milton. The programme included a tour of the mine itself, which was 
also attended by NGOs and local-community groups, as well as meetings with all stakeholders 
involved with the Cerrejón mine, including Cerrejón management, local communities, local 
government, religious leaders, academics and NGOs, including the local human rights group 
Fuerzas Mujeres Wayuu. 

The La Guajira region has a near-majority indigenous population (over 40% compared to 
3.4% nationally), the largest of which is the Wayuu people, who number around 270,000 and 
for whom the exploitation of La Guajira’s natural resources is a major grievance as they main-
tain a deep spiritual and ancestral connection to the land. It is also one of Colombia’s poorest 
regions, where the needs of local communities are acute. 

The mine generates almost half of the region’s income and is one of its largest employers 
providing over 13,000 jobs. While the mine owners attest to their compliance with local and in-
ternational standards, challenges exist in relation to local governance, leading to a lack of trust 
between the local authorities, local communities and the mine. 

The Embassy has reported on the range and complexity of issues, not least evolving public 
opinion in relation to the extraction and consumption of fossil fuels, and concluded that efforts 
should be made to improve communication between the local communities and the mine, and 
to include the local community in plans for closure of the mine by 2033. 

The Embassy will hold meetings with national Government, with national and international 
NGO partners, and with Cerrejón management in order to share feedback on the visit. Some of 
these meetings have already taken place.

The Embassy will also continue its engagement on this issue with the EU delegation in Bo-
gotá. The EU Delegation has visited the Cerrejón mine in order to hear stakeholders’ views and 
maintains regular contact with representatives of sectoral trade unions and other civil society 
and environmental organisations.  The EU Human Rights subgroup also visited the area and 
met with local communities in February of this year.  

Having a presence on the ground in Colombia has greatly enhanced Ireland’s ability to 
engage on and monitor important issues, among them those raised by human rights, environ-
mental and indigenous rights defenders, not least the impact of the Cerrejón mine on the local 
community and the environment.

The situation of human rights in the country is closely tied to the implementation of the 
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peace agreement. Ireland supports the Colombian Government’s full implementation of these 
accords. We also aim to continue our financial support to the peace process and to deepen our 
lesson-sharing programmes, based on our experiences of peacebuilding and reconciliation on 
the island of Ireland. 

I can assure the Deputy that officials in my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in 
Bogotá will continue to monitor the human rights situation in La Guajira and across Colombia. 
Ireland is committed to supporting Colombia in its transition to a stable, peaceful, post-conflict 
society.

12/11/2019WRD00800Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRD00900102. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Depart-
ment in Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46295/19]

12/11/2019WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Out-
side of Dublin city my Department has office accommodation in Balbriggan in County Dublin 
as well as in Cork and Limerick cities.  Usage of desks in the Passport Offices in Balbriggan and 
Cork varies considerably throughout the year, in line with the demand for passports.  During 
the busiest months of March-August all workspaces are fully utilised while during September-
February lower numbers of temporary staff are engaged and some desks are temporarily vacant.  
The Department’s offices in Limerick accommodate staff from the Development Cooperation 
and Africa, Corporate Services and Finance Divisions as well as from the Evaluation and Audit 
Unit.  There are currently four vacant desk spaces in the Limerick office.  These are used as 
“hot-desks” by colleagues visiting from other offices.

12/11/2019WRD01100EU Enlargement

12/11/2019WRD01200103. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the proposed timeframe for the admission of Albania, Serbia, Montenegro, North Mace-
donia, Kosovo, Armenia and Georgia into the European Union. [45803/19]

12/11/2019WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land continues to be a strong supporter of enlargement of the European Union. Our support 
is premised on the basis that it is up to candidate countries to ensure they meet the necessary 
conditions for Membership. We therefore do not attach a particular timeframe to the admission 
of specific countries.  Accession happens if and when candidate countries meet the conditions.

Serbia and Montenegro have been candidate countries since 2012 and 2010 respectively. 
They are both currently negotiating Chapters of the Acquis with the European Union. Serbia 
has opened negotiations on 17 Chapters, with two provisionally closed. Montenegro has opened 
32 Chapters and provisionally closed three. The European Commission published its Annual 
Enlargement Package and country reports on 29th May 2019. The country reports assessed 
both Serbia and Montenegro as having both made progress over the past year, but there remain 
areas for improvement. Serbia needs to make significant progress in alignment with the EU’s 
Common Foreign and Security Policy and the normalisation of relations with Kosovo, while 
Montenegro must address shortcomings in the areas of media freedom, fight against corruption 
and trafficking, and turn its attention to the closing of Chapters. 
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Kosovo is a potential candidate for Membership of the EU. The Commission’s report on 
Kosovo noted that the political situation in Kosovo remains challenging. Rule of law, judicial 
reform, public administration reform, organised crime and normalisation of the relationship 
with Serbia are just some of the areas that must be comprehensively addressed in order for 
Kosovo to advance on its European path. It will be some time before Kosovo can qualify as a 
candidate country. 

North Macedonia and Albania have been candidate countries since 2005 and 2014, respec-
tively. The Commission’s report in May recommended opening negotiations with both coun-
tries. North Macedonia has made significant progress in implementing the reforms recommend-
ed by the European Council in 2018, and the ratification of the Prespa Agreement shows that 
even the most difficult bilateral disputes in the region can be resolved. Although the situation 
in Albania is more complex, it has made progress across all Chapter areas in the past year, and 
maintained 100% alignment with the Common Foreign and Security Policy. The comprehen-
sive justice reforms are also a significant step in strengthening the judiciary. 

The question of whether to open accession negotiations with North Macedonia was dis-
cussed at both the General Affairs Council and European Council in October. Unfortunately, 
agreement could not be reached. Ireland is firmly in favour of opening negotiations with both 
countries and regrets the delay. A further discussion on enlargement is due to take place at the 
General Affairs Council in November. Ireland will continue to argue that both countries have 
met the requirements for opening negotiations.

Armenia and Georgia are not currently candidates or potential candidates for accession to 
the EU, however, they are participants in the EU’s European Neighbourhood Policy, and have 
aspirations to one day become candidate countries. We are supportive of the aspirations of the 
countries in the European Neighbourhood, provided they are able to meet the criteria to become 
candidates.

12/11/2019WRD01400Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRD01500104. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when the disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last up-
dated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46469/19]

12/11/2019WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A cen-
tral tenet of my Department’s commitment to transparency and accountability is the public 
disclosure of all non-personal Freedom of Information requests.  

The policy is to publish all non-personal Freedom of Information requests and the respons-
es on the Department’s website. Where records pertaining to the request exist, the associated 
schedule of records is also published. Records that have been granted or part-granted are made 
available to the public on request.

The most recent update on the Department’s website includes all requests up to the end of 
August 2019.

12/11/2019WRD01700Brexit Negotiations

12/11/2019WRD01800105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade the extent to which he expects the Brexit discussions to remain positive from an Irish 
point of view, with particular reference to trade discussions with the UK in the aftermath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46604/19]

12/11/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fol-
lowing agreement on 17 October of a revised Withdrawal Agreement, the EU and the UK have 
committed to begin the formal process of negotiating a future relationship as soon as possible 
after the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 

The framework for the future relationship negotiations is set out in the revised Political 
Declaration.  The Declaration sets the course on what I hope will be a broad, deep and flexible 
partnership between the European Union and the UK, a partnership centred on a comprehensive 
and balanced free trade agreement.

Our approach will remain consistent. We want to see the closest possible relationship be-
tween the European Union and the United Kingdom, while also ensuring adequate level playing 
field provisions to facilitate fair competition.

The talks will cover a range of issues of importance to Ireland and are likely to be demand-
ing and difficult, as the Brexit negotiations have been to date.

We will continue to ensure our priorities and core principles are appropriately reflected. 
This will require a whole-of-government effort underpinned by the same coherent, cohesive ap-
proach that has characterised our Brexit strategy from the start. We will also continue to engage 
with stakeholders, our EU partners and the EU institutions.  

The Commission has established a new Taskforce for Relations with the UK, led by Michel 
Barnier. 

The outcome on Brexit remains uncertain and the Government is continuing to prepare for 
all scenarios.  However, once the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified, its provisions, including in 
respect of citizens’ rights, financial obligations and the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ire-
land, will remain in place, even if no agreement on a future relationship is reached by the end 
of the transition period. 

More broadly, I believe that it is in our shared interest to maintain a strong and construc-
tive bilateral relationship with the UK.  We have deep familial, cultural, political and sporting 
links, as well as a vital trading relationship.  The Government is committed to developing and 
strengthening these relationships over the coming years.

12/11/2019WRD02000Trade Relations

12/11/2019WRD02100106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he, his officials and the embassies and consulates overseas continue 
to seek out new trading partnerships within the EU and elsewhere; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46605/19]

12/11/2019WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Embassy network continues to play a central role in advancing Ireland’s international trade as 
part of Team Ireland overseas. Embassies and Consulates around the world provide vital sup-
port for Ireland’s state agencies, including by supporting their strategic objectives and activities 
in overseas markets. 
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In June 2018, the Government launched the Global Ireland initiative, which aims to double 
the impact and scope of Ireland’s global footprint by 2025. Global Ireland’s targets include en-
hanced global engagement, the expansion of Ireland’s embassy network and strengthening of 
Ireland’s state agency presence overseas. 

Since the launch last year, new Embassies have opened in Wellington, Bogotá, Amman, 
Monrovia and Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai, Cardiff, 
Los Angeles and Frankfurt. 

The Taoiseach formally opened the new Consulate in Los Angeles last September and the 
formal opening of the Frankfurt office took place in October. These latest openings bring the 
number of diplomatic and consular missions in the network to 90 with 10 opened since the start 
of the Global Ireland expansion plan. 

These locations have been chosen based on a range of factors, including their potential to 
diversify our markets, increase bilateral trade and investment, and enable Irish companies to 
take advantage of new opportunities. In light of Brexit, these factors are even more important 
than ever.

In addition, the Department’s officers overseas engage with host country Governments and 
multilateral institutions on a range of trade-related issues, including market access, regulatory 
compliance, visas, phyto-sanitary issues, and Double Taxation Agreements.  

The Embassy network also supports Irish businesses in market by providing contacts and in-
formation, organising Ministerial visits overseas and supporting trade missions, in partnership 
with the state agencies. This approach is aligned with the objectives set out in the Government’s 
trade strategy Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in a Dynamic World.

12/11/2019WRD02300Trade Relations

12/11/2019WRD02400107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which Ireland has succeeded in forming new trading relationships through-
out Africa; the role his Department plays in such developments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46606/19]

12/11/2019WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Advancing Ireland’s trade and investment interests is an important aspect of Ireland’s 
foreign policy. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, through its network of twelve 
missions across Africa, works to advance Ireland’s prosperity and to support Irish companies 
seeking to expand into African markets, in close cooperation with State Agencies and other 
Government Departments, in line with the priorities set out in ‘Ireland Connected: Trading and 
Investing in a Dynamic World’. 

Since the start of this decade, two-way trade in goods and services between Ireland and Af-
rica increased by €1 billion to €4.4 billion. Irish exports in this period increased by 39%, from 
€2.36 billion in 2010 to €3.28 billion in 2017.

Africa represents a market of 1.2 billion people, with the youngest and fastest-growing pop-
ulation in the world, and is home to some of the fastest-growing economies in the world. Africa 
offers new and growing markets to Irish business and opportunities for market diversification. 
The African Continental Free Trade Agreement came into effect this year and paves the way for 
increased trade and economic growth in Africa.
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In 2018, ‘Global Ireland: Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025’, recognised the growing eco-
nomic potential of Africa. A decision has been take to open an Embassy in Morocco to strength-
en Ireland’s presence in an important region close to Europe’s borders. The EU is currently 
negotiating a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement with Morocco, which will open 
up further potential for increased bilateral trade. Global Ireland also committed to opening new 
Embassies in Francophone West Africa, a region that is home to some of the fastest-growing 
economies in the world, including markets of interest to Irish food exporters. 

The sixth Africa Ireland Economic Forum in Dublin in October 2018 brought together busi-
ness people and thought leaders from across Africa and Ireland, providing an important op-
portunity for African and Irish businesses to identify areas for mutually beneficial trade. My 
Department has built on this momentum in 2019, including by hosting a Uganda-Ireland Trade, 
Tourism and Investment Forum in September; by hosting a panel discussion on Ireland-Africa 
trade with the participation of the Executive Director of the International Trade Centre, Ms. 
Arancha González; and by engaging with Irish-African business networks in Ireland and across 
the continent.  

This week, the Minister for Business, Enterprise, and Innovation, Heather Humphreys T.D., 
is leading a trade mission with over 40 Irish companies to South Africa and Kenya, which have 
been identified as strategic markets in southern and eastern Africa respectively. The mission is 
focused on highlighting Ireland’s strengths in key growth sectors, including digital technolo-
gies, fintech, life sciences, pharmaceutical, medical devices, agri-tech, telecommunications and 
education. The trade mission is coordinated by Enterprise Ireland with the active support of our 
Embassies in Pretoria and Nairobi.

My Department will continue its work to increase trade and investment links with the Afri-
can continent, including through Ireland’s membership of the EU and the ambitious Africa-EU 
Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs.

12/11/2019WRD02600Overseas Development Aid Provision

12/11/2019WRD02700108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which Irish overseas development aid continues to arrive at its planned tar-
gets throughout the various intended locations globally; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46607/19]

12/11/2019WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s development cooperation programme is delivered through a broad range 
of partners and channels, including partner Government systems, Irish and international Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and missionary organisations, and UN and other multi-
lateral agencies and organisations.  The ability of funding channels to reach the furthest behind 
first and deliver on the policy priorities of gender equality, reducing humanitarian need, climate 
action and strengthening governance is to the forefront of Ireland’s engagement. 

The Government’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) annual report, published last 
month, outlines the range of partners involved and the geographic spread of Ireland’s develop-
ment cooperation programme. We have a particular focus on poverty reduction in Africa – pre-
dominately in Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia 
– where our resident Embassies allow Ireland to play a key role in long-term development. A 
similar strategic role is provided by the Embassy to Vietnam. We also support smaller, more 
focused programmes in countries and territories such as Palestine, Liberia, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe.
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Ireland’s development cooperation programme has been independently verified as being of 
a high quality, not only in successive OECD Development Assistance Committee peer review 
reports, but also by the Overseas Development Institute, which ranks Ireland as the world’s 
leading donor in targeting extreme poverty.

12/11/2019WRD02900Humanitarian Aid

12/11/2019WRD03000109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his colleagues, through the aegis of the EU and the UN, con-
tinue to be successful in meeting the aid requirements at the ten most sensitive conflict zones 
globally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46608/19]

12/11/2019WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The past decade has seen a sharp increase in the levels of humanitarian need worldwide. 
The UN estimate that over 148 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, largely 
as a result of conflict. 

Reducing humanitarian need is one of the four key priorities in Ireland’s development pol-
icy, a Better World. As well as a committment to the humanitarian principles of neutrality, in-
dependence, humanity and impartiality, Ireland is firmly committed to directing our funding to 
those in greatest need. A study by the ODI, a respected development think tank, has identified 
Ireland as the most effective donor at challening humanitarian assistance to the most fragile 
states for the past two years. 

This need to reach the furthest behind first is also something that Ireland actively promotes 
and champions in EU and UN contexts. Over the past number of years Ireland has taken on 
some key leadership roles in the international humanitarian system. From 2018-2019 Ireland 
was Chair of the Donor Support Group of the UN’s Office of the Coordinator of Humanitarian 
Affairs.  In this key role Ireland led discussions with the UN and other major donors on ways to 
improve the effectiveness of the international humanitarian response to major crises. 

Ireland is currently co-Chair of the ICRC’s Donor Support Group. The ICRC are one of the 
world’s largest humanitarian organisations, often working in the most difficult and senstive con-
flict zones globally. Ireland will use this role to discuss with other major donors and the ICRC 
the role of humanitarian actors in protracted crises, and the need to eliminate sexual and gender 
based violence in humanitarian crises. 

As an EU member, Ireland also directly contributes to the EU’s humanitarian response 
- both financially, and through close policy engagement with the EU institutions and other 
member states. The EU’s Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) provided 
around €1 billion in humanitarian assistance in 2018, reaching an estimated 120 million people 
in need. As well as meeting urgent humanitarian needs, the EU also uses its full range of dip-
lomatic, economic and programmatic instruments to address the underlying causes of fragility, 
including CSDP missions, the EU Trust Fund for Africa, and the Instrument contributing to 
Stability and Peace.

12/11/2019WRD03200Middle East Peace Process

12/11/2019WRD03300110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which efforts continue in the Middle East peace process, in particular with 
reference to the need for permanent structures to encourage progress in Gaza; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [46609/19]

12/11/2019WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
given a high priority to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, particularly the situation in the Gaza 
strip, over the last two years, and have worked consistently to maintain an international focus 
on the issue, and support for the two state solution. 

I regularly discuss this situation with my counterparts in the EU and the region. For ex-
ample, in February of this year I convened a small gathering of Foreign Ministers in Dublin in 
February, to discuss the Middle East Peace Process, and how best to encourage a move towards 
a just and durable peace.

The Israel-Palestine conflict also featured in several of my discussions and meetings dur-
ing the High-Level Week of the United Nations General Assembly in New York in September. 
I raised the Israel-Palestine conflict in my meetings with a range of interlocutors, including 
the Secretary General of the League of Arab States. I also met with senior White House advi-
sor Jared Kushner to discuss the Middle East Peace Process and the situation in the region. In 
that meeting I clearly conveyed Ireland’s encouragement for any efforts that can bring genuine 
progress, while also making clear Ireland’s support for the long-agreed parameters, which any 
new Middle East peace initiative would need to include, in order to have a realistic prospect of 
being acceptable to both parties. 

I have always thought it important to keep this issue high on the international agenda, and 
in December 2018, Ireland proposed a Resolution at the UN General Assembly on a compre-
hensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. This resolution, which reaffirmed the long-
standing and broadly agreed parameters for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, was adopted by an overwhelming majority (56 UN states), including common EU support. 

Ireland has long worked to keep attention on Gaza in particular. In my most recent visit 
to Gaza last year, I saw for myself the impact the blockade is having. Ireland contributes hu-
manitarian assistance to alleviate the worst of this suffering, including through our support for 
UNRWA, which is a key provider of public services, health and education in the area. I have 
initiated an Irish-funded solar power project in Gaza, which will be co-located with a waste 
water facility and will help improve water quality in the area. 

 However, the roots of the problem in Gaza are political and cannot be solved by funding 
alone. What is needed is the lifting of the blockade, so that normal life and normal economic 
activity can resume. Gaza faces other challenges, including oppressive rule by Hamas, but the 
blockade dominates peoples’ lives in Gaza to such an extent that it is difficult to address other 
issues. I have raised the issue of the blockade with both Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 

I will continue to ensure that the Middle East Peace Process and the situation in Gaza remain 
high on the international agenda.

12/11/2019WRD03500Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRD03600111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continues to pressurise Boko Haram and 
Al Shabaab with a view to curtailing their respective activities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46611/19]

12/11/2019WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government condemns, in the strongest terms, the brutal attacks committed on civilian popula-
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tions by terrorist groups such as Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab. 

Ireland remains engaged in efforts by the international community including European 
Union and the United Nations to combat terrorism. We continue to work with international 
partners to address the root causes of radicalisation and violent extremism in areas affected by 
these groups.

Ireland strives to promote peace and security in affected regions through our bilateral and 
multilateral engagement. The Embassies of Ireland in Nairobi and Abuja, as well as in other 
parts of Africa and the Middle East, actively monitor the situation on the ground and guide Ire-
land’s humanitarian response and engagement in EU and UN forums on these matters.

Military operations in the region continue to focus on areas in which these terrorist organi-
sations operate, and to this end, the EU has pledged €50 million to support the Multinational 
Joint Taskforce which promotes regional security in West African territories affected by Boko 
Haram. The EU provides strong support to the UN-mandated African Union Mission in Soma-
lia (AMISOM). EU support to AMISOM has allowed it to contain al-Shabaab in many parts 
of Somalia, and ensure avoidance of a security vacuum in areas that al-Shabaab has vacated. 
AMISOM has been instrumental in the capacity development of the Somali National Army 
with the aim of a gradual hand-over of security responsibilities to Somali institutions.

The EU also plays a significant role in supporting Somalia’s efforts to promote peace and 
stability for its citizens by contributing to capacity building within the Somali Security Sector. 
These efforts are focused on enhancing the Somali authorities’ ability to deal with security con-
cerns, including the threat posed by Al-Shabaab. The three EU Common Security and Defence 
Policy (CSDP) missions in East Africa, including EUTM Somalia, EUNAVFOR Operation 
Atalanta and EUCAP Somalia are central to this. The former Director of the Irish Coast Guard 
was appointed Head of Mission at EUCAP Somalia effective 1 September 2019. 

In terms of humanitarian assistance, Ireland has, since 2015, provided over €17 million in 
humanitarian assistance to the Lake Chad crisis through partners such as the Nigeria Humani-
tarian Fund, the International Committee of the Red Cross and NGOs. Ireland is one of the top 
ten donors to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund, which last year allocated €43 mil-
lion to the Lake Chad region. Ireland has also been a consistent supporter of the humanitarian 
response in Somalia year on year, providing over €45 million in humanitarian assistance since 
2012, including to communities displaced by conflict in Al-Shabaab held areas.

12/11/2019WRD03800EU Enlargement

12/11/2019WRD03900112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position in regard to EU enlargement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46612/19]

12/11/2019WRD04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In re-
gard to the accession status of Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, North Macedonia and Kosovo, I 
would refer the Deputy to the reply given to Parliamentary Question 45803/19. 

In relation to Bosnia-Herzegovina, the European Commission’s Annual Enlargement Pack-
age and country reports, published in May this year, set out the opinion that Bosnia-Herze-
govina does not yet fulfil the Copenhagen criteria, and is overall at an early stage regarding its 
level of preparedness to take on the obligations of EU membership. The report concluded that 
Bosnia-Herzegovina needs to significantly step up the process to align with the acquis. The 
Commission set out 14 recommendations in the areas of democracy, rule of law, fundamental 
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rights, and public administration reform that need to be implemented before the opening of ac-
cession negotiations with Bosnia-Herzegovina can be considered. Ireland is committed to sup-
porting the country on its reform path and towards alignment with the EU, and we will continue 
to support all of the six Western Balkans countries on their path towards Europe. 

On Turkey, the Commission noted that there has been continued backsliding on the rule 
of law, fundamental rights and democracy, and that Turkey’s accession negotiations have ef-
fectively come to a standstill and no further chapters can be considered for opening or closing. 
The Turkish Government’s repeated commitment to the objective of EU accession has not been 
matched by corresponding measures and reforms, and the EU’s serious concerns on continued 
negative developments have not been addressed. However, it should be noted that Turkey re-
mains a key partner for the EU, particularly in relation to migration. Ireland therefore does not 
support the notion that the EU should withdraw Turkey’s candidate status or formally suspend 
accession negotiations. Continued engagement with Turkey in the accession context is in the 
interests of both Europe and the Turkish people. However, Turkey needs to begin to re-engage 
constructively with the EU, and also with the Council of Europe in relation to human rights and 
basic freedoms, in order for the accession process to be set back on the right path.

12/11/2019WRD04100Humanitarian Aid Provision

12/11/2019WRD04200113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which financial commitments made by the international community in re-
spect of aid to various disaster areas has improved over the past ten years, particularly in the 
areas of co-ordination and delivery of such commitments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46613/19]

12/11/2019WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The past decade has seen a sharp increase in the level of humanitarian need globally, 
mainly due to conflict. The UN estimate that over 148 million people are in need of humanitar-
ian assistance. 

Given the scale of need, donors have increased their level of humanitarian assistance in re-
cent years. Total global humanitarian funding grew from an estimated $22.2 billion in 2014 to 
an estimated $28.9 billion in 2018. Ireland has also increased its humanitarian funding - in 2018 
alone Ireland contributed over $185 million in humanitarian response. 

As well as the scale of funding, the efficiency and effectiveness of international humani-
tarian response is also vital. Ireland is a strong champion of the multilateral system, and has 
worked closely with the UN Office of the Coordinator of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in im-
proving the coordination of the international humanitarian response. From 2018-2019, Ireland 
was Chair of the OCHA’s  Donor Support Group. In this role, Ireland led discussions with the 
UN and key donors on improving the effectiveness of the international response to major crises. 
Ireland also worked closely with OCHA during its own process of reform and reorganisation, 
helping to improve its ability to effectively coordinate humanitarian responses.

12/11/2019WRD04400Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRD04500114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which, through the EU and UN, the international community continues to 
monitor the top ten conflict locations worldwide involving war, human rights abuses, including 
genocide and abuse of women and children; if the international community remains effective in 
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dealing with such issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46614/19]

12/11/2019WRD04600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The number and complexity of humanitarian crises globally has increased in recent 
years, with the UN estimating that over 148 million people are in need of urgent humanitarian 
assistance and protection.  Conflict is the most significant driver of this increased need. 

Reducing humanitarian need is one of the four key priorities in Ireland’s new development 
policy, A Better World. Ireland prioritises the provision of needs based, principled humanitarian 
aid to high profile humanitarian crises such as Syria but also to ‘forgotten crises’ which receive 
less attention such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic and 
Sudan. Over 90% of Ireland’s humanitarian funding in 2018 was directed in support of those 
affected by conflict.

Critical to maximising Ireland’s response is our strong and enduring commitment to ef-
fective multilateralism, particularly through our membership of the European Union and the 
United Nations.  Ireland is a strong contributor to efforts to prevent and to resolve conflict, 
prevent genocide, and eliminate the abuse of women and children. 

Ireland has a long tradition of contributing to UN and EU peace-support missions, including 
in some of the world’s most complex and intractable conflicts. Ireland has maintained a con-
tinuous presence in UN peace support operations since 1958, and has more than 570 personnel 
in United Nations mandated missions overseas.  The Government is committed to participation 
in peace-keeping operations as a tangible contribution to the development of global peace and 
security.  This commitment informs Ireland’s decision to seek election to a non-permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council for the period 2021-22.  If elected, membership of the Security 
Council would allow Ireland to play an important influencing role in the international response 
to the needs of the most vulnerable.

The Women, Peace and Security Agenda recognises the unique impact of conflict on women 
and girls and the importance of their full equal and meaningful participation in decision-making 
at all stages of peace-building and in sustaining peace. 

As part of Ireland’s commitment to supporting peacebuilding and conflict resolution efforts 
around the world, Ireland is a strong supporter of the Women, Peace and Security Agenda. 
Ireland has already implemented two National Action Plans on WPS: (NAP1 2011-2014) and 
NAP 2 (2015-2018). Ireland’s third National Action Plan launched on 21 June 2019, renews and 
strenghtens this commitment. 

Next year marks the 20th anniversary of UNSCR 1325 and there is a push internationally 
for UN Member States to increase their work in this area and to move from rhetoric to the re-
ality around the implementation of national action plans and the inclusion of women in peace 
processes. Driven by both conviction and experience, Ireland as a global champion on WPS 
will continue to push this agenda forward through the activities outlined in its NAP. Ireland 
also continues to support civil society efforts in peacebuilding and mediation, supporting nine 
partner organisations in 2018, in addition to Ireland’s support for the UN’s mediation support 
and Peacebuilding Fund

12/11/2019WRD04700Foreign Conflicts

12/11/2019WRD04800115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the international community continues to monitor events in Yemen; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46615/19]



Questions - Written Answers

44

12/11/2019WRD04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): After a 
months of increasing violence, there has been some positive momentum in recent weeks with 
regard to the ongoing conflict in Yemen. Nevertheless, the situation remains grave. Ireland and 
the EU have been clear from the beginning that this crisis can only be solved by political means, 
and that efforts to impose a military solution will be both fruitless and dangerous. We fully sup-
port the efforts of the UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, to bring about a politi-
cal resolution, starting with the implementation of the December 2018 Stockholm Agreement, 
which was signed by the Government of Yemen and the Houthi de facto authorities. 

The UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths provides a monthly briefing to the UN Security 
Council on the situation. In his most recent briefing in October 2019, UNSE Griffiths welcomed 
fragile signs of hope for the suffering people of Yemen. He pointed to the recent reduction in 
violence in the north of the country, and promising measures adopted such as the release of a 
number of detainees by the Houthis. 

Since then, the Riyadh Agreement brokered by Saudi Arabia on 5 November 2019 between 
the Government of Yemen and the Southern Transitional Council is also a welcome develop-
ment. It is imperative that the Government of Yemen return to Aden in order for state institu-
tions to become fully functional again. 

These positive developments, however, take place in the context of extreme human suffer-
ing. Almost 80% of the population of Yemen remains in need of humanitarian assistance. The 
EU is a very significant donor to Yemen, and has contributed over €700 million in development 
and humanitarian assistance to the country since the crisis began in 2015, of which €440 mil-
lion was humanitarian aid. In addition to contributing our national share to these EU funds, on 
a bilateral basis Ireland has provided €21.5 million in humanitarian assistance in Yemen since 
2015.   

EU Foreign Ministers discussed the situation in Yemen twice this year, and our support for 
the UN process has been unequivocal. UNSE Griffiths has thanked the EU for its support in get-
ting the parties to the table and sustaining the political pressure, saying it would not have been 
possible to reach agreement in Stockholm without the EU. 

Ireland, the UN, the EU, and the wider international community will continue to work to 
alleviate the humanitarian crisis and press for a political solution for the people of Yemen.

12/11/2019WRD05000Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRD05100116. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Depart-
ment will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and 
advertising or communication. [46630/19]

12/11/2019WRD05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department attends and participates in emergency planning meetings with other Departments.  
However, my Department does not have a lead role in the winter ready campaign and has in-
curred no expenditure.

12/11/2019WRD05300Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

12/11/2019WRD05400117. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure that 
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micro businesses that operate inside the fossil fuel industry in business such as stove selling 
and installation, which will be most affected by the introduction of a carbon tax and the move 
towards a greener economy, are supported if their businesses are forced to close due to the 
introduction of this new tax; if this will be consistent with the approach to protect those most 
vulnerable to the changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46083/19]

12/11/2019WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I do not believe that businesses selling 
stoves would necessarily consider themselves to be operating “inside the fossil fuel industry”. 
There is no carbon tax applied on wood or wood pellets and therefore consumers can purchase 
wood or pellet burning stoves or when purchasing multi fuel stoves can use wood or wood pel-
lets instead of solid fuels, in both cases entirely avoiding the carbon tax.    

As the Deputy will appreciate, solid fuels emit high levels of carbon dioxide as well as other 
pollutants which are harmful to human health and our environment. The carbon tax increase is 
part of an overall suite of measures to encourage a move away from fossil fuels to alternative 
fuels and technologies, and provides opportunities for businesses, including those selling heat-
ing solutions.   

I do acknowledge that some sectors and areas will be disproportionately impacted by in-
creases in the carbon tax and it is for this reason that I am ringfencing the additional revenues 
raised from the increase to protect those most exposed to higher energy costs, to build a Just 
Transition and to support new investment in climate action.

12/11/2019WRD05600Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRD05700118. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the number, date of publication 
and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46092/19]

12/11/2019WRD05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Standing Order 164A of Dáil Eireann 
Standing Orders 2016 and Standing Order 168 of Seanad Eireann Standing Orders 2017 pro-
vide that “twelve months following the enactment of a Bill, save in the case of the Finance Bill 
and the Appropriation Bill, the member of the Government or Minister of State who is officially 
responsible for implementation of the Act shall provide a report which shall review the func-
tioning of the Act and which shall be laid in the Parliamentary library.”

I can advise the Deputy that between March 2011 and 7 November 2019, seventeen post 
enactment scrutiny reports (“PESRs”) were prepared by my Department and laid in the Parlia-
mentary library. The following document sets out in tabular form a list of the PESRs duly laid.  

My Department is in the course of preparing a PESR in respect of the Markets in Financial 
Instruments Act 2018 and I expect to be in a position to have this PESR laid in the Parliamen-
tary library in the coming days. 

No Title of an Act Date enacted PESR laid
1.                   Credit Reporting Act 

2013
23-Dec-13 02-Oct-18

2.                   Central Bank Act 2014 04-Jun-14 01-Oct-18
3.                   Strategic Banking Corpo-

ration of Ireland Act 2014
26-Jul-14 01-Oct-18
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No Title of an Act Date enacted PESR laid
4.                   National Treasury Man-

agement Agency (Amend-
ment) Act 2014

26-Jul-14 01-Oct-18

5.                   European Stability Mech-
anism (Amendment) Act 
2014

30-Oct-14 13-Feb-19

6.                   Central Bank (Amend-
ment) Act 2015

04-Feb-15 01-Oct-18

7.                   Betting (Amendment) Act 
2015

15-Mar-15 12-Dec-18

8.                   Irish Collective Asset-
management Vehicles Act 
2015

04-Mar-15 14-Nov-18

9.                   Customs Act 2015 18-Jun-15 18-Sep-18
10.               Consumer Protection 

(Regulation of Credit Ser-
vicing Firms) Act 2015

08-Jul-15 01-Oct-18

11.               Finance (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2015

20-Nov-15 01-Oct-18

12.               Finance (Local Property 
Tax) (Amendment) Act 
2015

20-Dec-15 25-Feb-19

13.               Finance (Tax Appeals) 
Act 2015

25-Dec-15 20-Nov-18

14.               Finance (Certain Euro-
pean Union and Intergov-
ernmental Obligations) 
Act 2016

26-Oct-16 01-Oct-18

15.               Financial Services and 
Pensions Ombudsman Act 
2017

26-Jul-17 01-Oct-18

16.               Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank Act 2017

26-Jul-17 14-Aug-18

17.               Insurance (Amendment) 
Act 2018

24-Jul-18 09-Aug-19

12/11/2019WRD05900Pension Provisions

12/11/2019WRD06000119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the manner in which the 
standard fund threshold limit of €2 million applies to persons employed in the public sector; 
the way in which the fund is calculated in the context of a public servant who is a member of 
the unfunded public service pension scheme; the taxation treatment that applies in respect of 
a pension fund amount in excess of €2 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46121/19]

12/11/2019WRD06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Chapter 
2C of Part 30 of, and Schedule 23B to, the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) provide for 
limits on the tax-relieved amount of an individual’s supplementary pension arrangements, in-
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cluding public sector pensions.  As the Deputy states, the standard fund threshold (SFT) is cur-
rently €2 million and has been set at that amount since 1 January 2014.  Some individuals were 
able to claim a “personal fund threshold” (PFT) of up to €2.3 million where the capital value 
of their pension rights as of 1 January 2014 exceeded €2 million, but eligible individuals had to 
apply for a PFT before 31 July 2015.

Public service pension schemes are treated for SFT purposes in the same way as all “defined 
benefit” (DB) pension schemes which provide for a lump sum that is accrued separately to the 
individual’s pension (rather than providing for possible conversion or “commutation” of part of 
the pension to a lump sum).  Account is also taken of the fact that part of the individual’s pen-
sion fund would have accrued prior to 1 January 2014, before which date the SFT was higher.  

The way the fund is calculated for public servants (and other members of DB pension 
schemes with lump sums separate from pensions) is best illustrated by way of an example.  For 
the purposes of this example, it is assumed that the individual has not had a previous “benefit 
crystallisation event” as defined in paragraph 2 of Schedule 23B TCA (which includes a pen-
sion the individual is already receiving), and does not have a PFT.

If an individual retires on 1 January 2020 at age 60 years, gets a pension on retirement of 
€100,000 - €80,000 of which is deemed to have accrued up to 1 January 2014 (the “specified 
date”) and the balance of which (€20,000) is deemed to have accrued after that date - plus a 
lump sum on retirement of €300,000, the capital value of the individual’s pension fund for SFT 
purposes is the sum of

-  The amount accrued up to the “specified date” (€80,000) multiplied by the “relevant valu-
ation factor” on that date (20), which equals €1,600,000, plus

-  The amount accrued after the “specified date” (€20,000) multiplied by the “relevant age-
related factor” provided in the table to Schedule 23B TCA (30 for age 60 years) which equals 
€600,000, plus

-  The amount of the lump sum, which is €300,000.

The total capital value of the pension fund for SFT purposes for this individual is therefore 
€1,600,000 plus €600,000 plus €300,000, which equals €2,500,000.  

The pension on retirement for the purposes of the calculation is the annualised equivalent of 
the amount paid on retirement – any adjustments in the first year (for example, increases in the 
pension) are ignored.  The “relevant valuation factor” for the specified date (1 January 2014) is 
20, while the “relevant age-related factor” ranges from 37 for those who retire at age 50 years 
or younger to 22 for those who retire at age 70 or over.  For this “split” calculation to apply, the 
pension fund administrator must be satisfied that an “accrued pension amount” (that is, pension 
rights accrued before 1 January 2014) arises for the DB pension in question.

For public servants and anyone whose pension fund exceeds the SFT (or the PFT, if ap-
plicable) the balance over the threshold, which is called the “chargeable excess”, is subject 
to “chargeable excess tax” at the higher rate of income tax, currently 40%.  To return to the 
example, that individual had a chargeable excess of €500,000 (€2,500,000 minus the SFT of 
€2,000,000) so the chargeable excess tax due at 40% is €200,000.

No reliefs, allowances or deductions may be set against the chargeable excess when calcu-
lating the tax due.  In certain cases, standard rate lump sum tax may be offset against tax due 
on a chargeable excess.

The administrator of the public service pension fund will pay the chargeable excess tax due, 
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which is recoverable from the individual.  The legislation outlines a variety of ways in which 
the tax can be reimbursed by the individual to the administrator, depending on the amount to be 
reimbursed - by reducing the lump sum, by direct payment by the individual, or by reducing the 
individual’s pension over a period not exceeding 20 years, or a permitted combination of these 
methods.  The legislation also provides for cases where a pension adjustment order applies.

There is an “encashment option” in section 787TA TCA for certain individuals who had 
both private sector and public sector pension savings and whose overall pension fund exceeded 
the SFT or PFT, as appropriate.  The provision allows an eligible individual a once-off opportu-
nity to cash in her or his private sector pension rights with a view to eliminating or minimising 
the chargeable excess that would arise when her or his public sector pension crystallises.  To 
be eligible to use the option, an individual had to have both public and private sector pension 
rights as of 8 February 2012.

12/11/2019WRE00200Economic Policy

12/11/2019WRE00300120. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he and his officials dis-
cussed the recent report from a body (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46164/19]

12/11/2019WRE00400121. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the warnings by 
a person (details supplied) regarding GDP data for Ireland that concluded that such are the dis-
tortions in tech profits, the proposed OECD BEPS tax reforms do not go far enough to address 
the anomalies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46165/19]

12/11/2019WRE00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 120 
and 121 together.

I understand that the Deputy is referring to the blog article by Mr Brad Setser, which was 
published on the website of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Ireland is a small country and large transactions by multinational enterprises can have a dis-
proportionate impact on our statistics when compared to the effect of transactions of a similar 
magnitude would have in a larger economy. 

Indeed, it has been widely acknowledged that economic activity in Ireland tends to be over-
estimated by GDP. For this reason, an alternative measure known as modified GNI (GNI*) has 
been developed by the CSO, which excludes the globalisation effects that can distort measure-
ments of Irish output. These effects relate to the imports of R&D, trade in intellectual property, 
net factor income of re-domiciled multinational enterprises and features of the aircraft leasing 
sector. 

It is important to acknowledge that the OECD BEPS process has achieved much in curtail-
ing aggressive tax planning. However, as mentioned by Mr Setser, this very success has been 
a factor in encouraging companies to move assets out of zero tax jurisdictions to places, such 
as Ireland, where they have real substantive operations, and this has contributed to some of the 
distortions in our national accounts.

While much has been achieved, I recognise that further change to the international tax 
framework is necessary to ensure that we reach a stable global consensus for how and where 
companies should be taxed. 

My officials and I continue to engage positively in the discussions at the OECD, and I re-
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main open to solutions which respect our right to compete fairly and which respect the legiti-
macy of Ireland’s longstanding 12.5% corporate tax rate. 

12/11/2019WRE00700Universal Social Charge Application

12/11/2019WRE00800122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if the quarter of the percent-
age point reduction in USC as agreed in budget 2018 applies to a person (details supplied). 
[46246/19]

12/11/2019WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 531AN of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act (TCA) 1997 provides for a reduced Universal Social Charge (USC) rate of 2% on 
all income above €12,012, where a person’s total income in a year does not exceed €60,000 
and where the person is aged 70 or over or holds a full medical card. A rate of 0.5% on the first 
€12,012 of income applies to all taxpayers.

I am advised by Revenue that in 2018, the person concerned was over 70 with total income 
of less than €60,000. Therefore, the USC rate that applied to the first €12,012 of income was 
0.5%, and the 2% rate applied to the remainder. The one quarter percent reduction in the higher 
USC rate (from 5% to 4.75%) for the year 2018 was not relevant to the person because it was 
not applicable to any portion of his income.

Revenue has also confirmed that it has carried out a full review of the person’s USC pay-
ments for all years from 2015 to 2019 (to date) and is satisfied that the correct (reduced) USC 
rates were applied.

12/11/2019WRE01000Tax Reliefs Eligibility

12/11/2019WRE01100123. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) will 
be awarded favourite nephew or niece tax relief on appeal. [46247/19]

12/11/2019WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): To qualify for the favourite niece/
nephew relief, which only applies to assets used in a business, the person must be a child of the 
disponer’s brother or sister. The person must also have worked for him (the disponer) for the 
five years immediately before receiving the gift or inheritance, for either 15 hours per week in 
a small business (run by the disponer and spouse or civil partner), or for 24 hours per week in a 
larger business (where there are other employees).

I am advised by Revenue that a Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) return was recently re-
ceived. Revenue has confirmed to me that it cannot determine if the person is entitled to the fa-
vourite niece/nephew relief from the information available. To clarify matters the person should 
contact Revenue at telephone number 042-935 3410.

12/11/2019WRE01300Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRE01400124. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of vacant desk 
spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service accommoda-
tion outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46294/19]

12/11/2019WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question; 
OPW provides accommodation for Government Services and manages a significant proportion 
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of the State’s property portfolio.  Outside of Dublin City, the Department of Finance has a staff 
cohort located in Government Buildings, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.  

There are currently 48 vacant spaces in the Department of Finance’s accommodation al-
location in the Tullamore Office. The vacancy rate primarily relates to (a) Departmental staff 
migration to the National Shared Services Office (NSSO) which became a separate civil service 
office on foot of legislation enacted on 1 January 2018, and (b) normal staff mobility flows by 
way of transfers, promotions and retirements.

All office facility allocations provided for staff working in the Department of Finance are 
actively managed by the Office of Public Works, which is a Body under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  It is planned that 45 of these 48 (currently vacant) 
desk spaces will be in use, in a matter of weeks, by the Department of Education.  

12/11/2019WRE01600Tax Code

12/11/2019WRE01700125. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that farmers who operate as a company are significantly better off with regard to tax 
in comparison to farmers who operate as sole traders; the details of the loss to the Exchequer 
as a result of farmers opting for the company model rather than the sole trader model; and his 
views on whether a level playing field with regard to taxation should exist in the agriculture 
sector. [46363/19]

12/11/2019WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In addressing the Deputy’s specific 
question on the tax treatment of self-employed individuals carrying on a trade (including the 
trade of farming), as compared to companies carrying on a trade, it should be noted that self-
employed individuals or those  are taxed on their profits in much the same way as companies 
are. 

An individual engaged in a trade is taxed on the net income of the trade, whether the person 
is a company or an individual sole trader. In computing net income, expenses which are wholly 
and exclusively incurred for the purposes of the trade are deductible for tax purposes. Capital 
expenditure incurred on the acquisition of certain assets for use in the trade (e.g. plant and ma-
chinery) qualify for capital allowances.  

In relation to farming, there are a number of tax reliefs available to farmers, whether operat-
ing as sole traders or companies.  These include allowances for capital expenditure on the con-
struction of farm buildings and stock relief (an income tax relief given in respect of increases in 
the value of farm trading stock).

In relation to tax rates, a self-employed individual carrying on a trade is chargeable to in-
come tax at his/her marginal rate on the net income arising to him/her from that trade.  If a self-
employed individual chooses to transfer his/her farm business to a company, the company will 
be chargeable to corporation tax at 12.5% on the net income arising from the trade.  When the 
company remunerates individual employees (including the former sole trader) for work carried 
out, it will be required to deduct income tax from those payments at the marginal rate of each 
employee through the PAYE/PRSI collection system. 

When the company makes any dividend payments or transfers any other assets to its share-
holders, it will be required to withhold Dividend Withholding Tax from the payments. Individ-
ual shareholders, including the formerly self-employed individual, will be chargeable to income 
tax at their marginal rate on the value of the assets transferred.  
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Revenue have advised me that there are 4,400 Corporation Tax registered cases under the 
agricultural heading on their database. Based on the Revenue database and other sources, they 
further advise me that there are over 146,000 Income Tax registered agricultural cases. 

The decision as to whether to incorporate a business is a matter for the individual taxpayer; 
the potential taxation implications feature amongst a number of other considerations, including 
the following:

-  Limited liability- In limited liability companies, the liability of shareholders is limited to 
the amount of share capital they contribute to the company. 

-  A company is a separate legal entity from those who own it- a company may hold its own 
property and be liable for its own debts.

-  A company may have more flexible borrowing powers than a sole trader.

-  There may be a greater degree of business credibility of trading through a company.

-  A company can raise finance by the issue of shares.

12/11/2019WRE01900Tax Reliefs Data

12/11/2019WRE02000126. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of employers that 
have provided the small benefit exemption scheme to their employees in each of the years 2016 
to 2018; the number of employees that have benefitted from the scheme in each year; the cost 
of providing this benefit in income tax, USC and PRSI forgone in each year; and the estimated 
cost of increasing the limit of the benefit over a calendar year up to amounts (details supplied) 
in tabular form. [46388/19]

12/11/2019WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Small Benefits Exemption pro-
vides that, in general, where an employer provides an employee/director with a small benefit 
(that is, a benefit with a value not exceeding €500), PAYE, USC and PSRI need not be applied 
to that benefit. This treatment does not apply to cash payments, which are taxable in full. The 
benefit can be used only to purchase goods or services and cannot be redeemed for cash.  No 
more than one such benefit given to an employee in a tax year will qualify for such treatment. 
Where a benefit exceeds €500 in value the full value of the benefit is to be subjected to PAYE, 
USC and PRSI.

I am advised by Revenue that where an employee is in receipt of such a non-taxable benefit, 
the employer is not required to report the details to Revenue. Therefore, it is not possible to pro-
vide definitive numbers of employers and employees involved, the potential tax cost foregone 
or to estimate the cost of increasing the €500 annual limit.  The Department included a tentative 
estimate for the purpose of the Budget 2020 Tax Expenditure Report.

12/11/2019WRE02200Tax Reliefs Costs

12/11/2019WRE02300127. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of extending 
the coverage of the special assignee relief programme for new SME hires. [46395/19]

12/11/2019WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Special Assignee Relief Pro-
gramme (SARP) is available to employees of companies that are incorporated and tax resident 
in a country with which Ireland has a double taxation agreement or a Tax Information Exchange 
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Agreement. Under existing legislation, the employee must have worked for the employer for a 
minimum of 6 months outside of Ireland immediately before being assigned to work in Ireland. 

As part of the SARP review in 2014, the proposal to include employees that were newly 
employed from outside an organisation rather than restricting it to employees moving within an 
organization was considered. However, the review found that to include new hires in this man-
ner could cause job displacement in the Irish labour market. If, for example, an Irish tax resident 
individual and a foreign based individual with similar skills both applied for the same job, it 
would be less costly for the employer to hire the foreign based individual. This would place the 
Irish tax resident individual at a considerable disadvantage.

Revenue have informed me that it is not possible to provide the estimated cost for extend-
ing SARP (if the six month requirement was removed) because the potential extra uptake to the 
scheme or the wage levels of the extra employees involved is unknown.

12/11/2019WRE02500Living City Initiative

12/11/2019WRE02600128. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending the 
city living initiative to Waterford city. [46412/19]

12/11/2019WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
The Living City Initiative (LCI).  LCI has applied to Waterford city since its inception.

LCI is a scheme of property based tax incentives aimed at the regeneration of certain ‘Spe-
cial Regeneration Areas’ (SRAs) in the historic centres of Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny, 
Limerick and Waterford. 

LCI was initially announced in Budget 2013 and commenced on 5th May 2015. It was due 
to terminate on 5 May 2020 in accordance with the sunset clause contained within the legisla-
tion. However, under Finance Bill 2019, it is proposed to extend the measure until 31 December 
2022. 

12/11/2019WRE02800Tax Compliance

12/11/2019WRE02900129. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance his views on the assessment of 
his predecessor that tax evasion in the poultry industry gave a competitive advantage to those 
who used it rather than those who did not; the changes made in the sector since the statement 
was made; his further views on whether the practice might still exist in the poultry and beef 
sectors; if an investigation has been carried out on whether the practice still exists in the poul-
try and livestock sectors; and if so, if the loss resulting from the loophole has been identified. 
[46421/19]

12/11/2019WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the busi-
ness models and contractual arrangements in the poultry sector created the conditions for the 
generation of a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments to farmers in the sector over 
their VAT input costs. This business model did not breach Irish VAT law at the time and did not 
constitute fraud or tax evasion. My predecessor introduced a provision in Finance Act 2016 to 
enable the exclusion of an agricultural sector from the flat-rate scheme where the Minister is 
satisfied that, because of the business structures, contractual arrangements or models in place, 
the application of the flat-rate addition within that sector has resulted in, and would otherwise 
continue to result in, a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments over input costs incurred 
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by flat-rate farmers in that sector.

Following the introduction of Section 86A of the VAT Consolidation Act 2010, Revenue 
undertook a detailed examination on the operation of the flat-rate addition scheme in the poultry 
sector and submitted a report to my Department which is currently under consideration.

To date, Revenue has not established that similar business models and contractual arrange-
ments exist or are common in any other agricultural sector. I will however continue to monitor 
the beef sector and other agricultural sectors to ensure that the flat-rate addition scheme does 
not operate to give rise to overcompensation of farmers at the aggregate level for VAT on input 
costs. 

If the Deputy has information of particular contractual arrangements in the beef sector that 
could give rise to a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments to farmers, it should be 
passed on to Revenue.

12/11/2019WRE03100Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRE03200130. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance when the disclosures log made 
by his Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this is in line with the 
disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46468/19]

12/11/2019WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In line with the Department of Finance 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme, my Department routinely publishes the details 
and outcome of Freedom of Information requests on its website, www.gov.ie/en/organisation/
department-of-finance.

The most recent publication was on 4th October 2019, and is reflective of requests pro-
cessed in Q3 2019.

12/11/2019WRE03400Tax Reliefs Eligibility

12/11/2019WRE03500131. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the reason a claim for rent relief 
for a person (details supplied) cannot be approved; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46501/19]

12/11/2019WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 473 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides for a tax credit in respect of rent paid by an individual for private rented ac-
commodation used as a sole or main residence. This includes rent paid for a flat, an apartment 
or a house. The tax credit is only applicable for years prior to 2018 and the qualifying criteria 
requires that a person was paying for private rented accommodation on or before 7 December 
2010. 

Revenue have advised me that they have already set out the qualifying conditions for the 
tax credit to the person in question, but they have not yet received any confirmation that the 
individual was paying for private rented accommodation at the required time- i.e. on or before 
7 December 2010. 

If the individual is satisfied that he meets the qualifying criteria, he can apply for the credit 
in respect of the applicable years through the Revenue ‘myAccount’ online service at: www.ros.
ie/myaccount-web/sign_in.html?execution=e3s1.
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Further information relating to the Rent Tax Credit is available on the Revenue website at: 
www.revenue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/land-and-property/rent-credit/
index.aspx.

12/11/2019WRE03700Flood Risk Insurance Cover Provision

12/11/2019WRE03800132. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the detail of his most re-
cent meeting with insurance industry representatives regarding issues faced by potential home 
buyers in East Wall, Dublin 3, being refused home cover due to industry perceived flood risks; 
the measures he can take to ensure potential homeowners are treated fairly; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46531/19]

12/11/2019WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses, 
and that is one of the reasons the Government has been prioritising investment in flood defences 
over the last number of years.

However, you should be aware that provision of insurance is a commercial matter for insur-
ance companies, which is based on a proper assessment of the risks they are willing to accept. 
This assessment will in many cases include insurers own presumptions based on their private 
modelling and research. Consequently, neither I as Minister for Finance nor the Central Bank 
of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products or have the power to 
direct insurance companies to provide flood cover to specific individuals or businesses. This po-
sition is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance (Solvency II Directive) which expressly 
prohibits Member States from doing so.

In May last year, the OPW completed the most extensive and comprehensive study on 
flood risk through the National Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme which identified the flooding risk to 300 communities. The Flood Risk 
Management Plans prepared under the CFRAM Programme identify 118 flood relief schemes 
in addition to the 35 flood relief projects that are already in design and development under the 
existing capital programme.

Current government policy in relation to increasing flood insurance coverage is focused 
on the development of a sustainable, planned and risk-based approach to managing flooding 
problems. This it believes should in turn lead to the increased availability of flood insurance. To 
achieve this aim there is a focus on:

-  prioritising spending on flood relief measures by the Office of Public Works (OPW) and 
relevant local authorities,  

-  implementation of flood relief management plans by the OPW to implement flood relief 
schemes, and   

-  maintaining channels of communication between the OPW and the insurance industry, in 
order to reach a better understanding about the provision of flood cover in marginal areas.  

This commitment is underpinned by a significant capital works investment programme to 
be delivered by the OPW and Local Authorities, and complemented by a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the OPW and Insurance Ireland, which provides for the exchange of data 
in relation to completed flood defence schemes. 

The nature of this arrangement is that, overall, there has been an increase in the provision 



12 November 2019

55

of flood insurance cover observed in areas protected by these schemes over the period 2015 to 
2019, according to Insurance Ireland Flood Survey Results. 

I have not discussed the issue of flooding in Dublin 3 directly with Insurance Ireland. How-
ever, my officials are in regular contact with both Insurance Ireland and the OPW regarding pro-
posed and completed flood defence schemes around the country and how the levels of insurance 
cover might be improved in areas where flood defence works have been completed.

You should also note that I have been advised by the OPW that in relation to the schemes 
located in Dublin 3 (The Tolka - East Wall Scheme, the Tolka - Hawthorne Terrace Scheme, and 
elements of the Tolka - Richmond Road Scheme) that all have been built to the 1/100 year stan-
dard, and that information in relation to these schemes has been shared with Insurance Ireland 
under the Memorandum of Understanding.

Finally, you should be aware that a consumer can make a complaint to the Financial Servic-
es and Pensions Ombudsman in relation to any dealings with a Financial Services or Insurance 
provider during which they feel they have been unfairly treated. In addition, individuals who 
are experiencing difficulty in obtaining flood insurance or believe that they are being treated 
unfairly may contact Insurance Ireland which operates a free Insurance Information Service 
for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to insurance ((01 676 1914 or 
feedback@insuranceireland.eu).  

12/11/2019WRE04000Illicit Trade in Tobacco

12/11/2019WRE04100133. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the loss 
of earnings of retailers through the illegal importation and selling of tobacco products, which 
becomes more prevalent with duty increases on such products as was the case in budget 2020; 
and the way in which he can ensure that legitimate retailers are not undercut. [46532/19]

12/11/2019WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There is a long-standing commitment 
by successive Governments to use taxation along with other measures as an instrument to dis-
courage smoking, particularly amongst younger people.  This policy has been broadly success-
ful.  The Government’s Healthy Ireland strategy has set a target that 5% of the population or 
less would be smokers by 2025. According to HSE figures, the rate of smoking in Ireland fell to 
18% of the adult population as of June 2018, down from 28% in 2003.   

High taxation levels create an incentive for tobacco smuggling but tackling this problem is 
a high priority for Revenue.  An annual survey conducted by IPSOS MRBI in 2018 on behalf 
of Revenue and the HSE’s National Tobacco Control Office found that 13% of cigarettes con-
sumed in the State were illicit.  This compares to a survey estimate of 13% for 2017 and 10% 
for 2016.  However, the 2018 estimate of 13% is reduced from the comparable estimate in 2011 
of 15%.   

Revenue has indicated to me that they use a range of measures deigned to identify and target 
those involved in the smuggling, supply or sale of illicit products, with a view to disrupting the 
supply chain, seizing the products and, where possible, prosecuting the persons involved. Rev-
enue’s strategy involves developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international 
basis, the use of analytics and detection technologies and ensuring the optimum deployment of 
resources on a risk-focused basis. 

Revenue and An Garda Síochána work together on an ongoing basis in acting against to-
bacco crime, and both organisations cooperate closely with their Northern Ireland counterparts, 
in the framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force, to target the organised crime 
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groups that are responsible for a large proportion of this form of criminality. In addition, Rev-
enue works closely with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions, the European Anti-Fraud 
office, Europol and other international organisations, including the World Customs Organisa-
tion, in the ongoing programmes of action at international level to combat tobacco crime. 

Revenue’s extensive ongoing programme of work against the illegal tobacco trade has 
achieved a considerable level of success. During the period 2016 to end-August 2019, 157.8 
million cigarettes and 7.826 tonnes of roll your own tobacco were seized. In addition, 104 
tonnes of raw tobacco were seized when two illicit cigarette factories were discovered in Co. 
Louth in 2018 and 2019. There were 123 convictions for tobacco-related offences in the period 
from January 2018 to September 2019.

The Government has ensured through the Finance Acts over recent years that Revenue has 
the necessary statutory powers to tackle the illicit tobacco trade. I am satisfied that the current 
legislative framework provides an effective basis for this important work but I am open to con-
sidering any proposals for further changes that Revenue may bring forward in the future.

12/11/2019WRE04300Tax Compliance

12/11/2019WRE04400134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) regarding a proposal for the Revenue 
Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46596/19]

12/11/2019WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In general, an accountable person who 
supplies taxable goods or services to another accountable person is obliged under VAT legisla-
tion to issue a VAT invoice which includes the VAT payable on the supply. However, where 
an accountable person supplies goods or services to an individual, who is not an accountable 
person for VAT purposes, there is no obligation to issue a VAT invoice to that person. A till re-
ceipt issued by a retailer is not governed by VAT legislation, therefore there is no requirement 
under VAT legislation to itemise the receipt to show the VAT payable on the purchase of goods 
or services. For further information in relation to the obligation to issue VAT invoices please 
see www.revenue.ie/en/vat/vat-records-invoices-and-credit-notes/invoices/who-must-issue-a-
vat-invoice.aspx.

I am informed by Revenue that they are satisfied that the current requirements concerning 
the records to be retained by business and the details to be displayed on invoices and receipts 
strike the appropriate balance between the need for reliable and complete business records and 
the cost to business of generating and retaining those records and issuing invoices and receipts 
to customers.  Revenue keeps these matters under continuous review and I will give careful 
consideration to any proposals they make for changes to the current regime.

12/11/2019WRE04600Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRE04700135. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the role his Department is 
playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in this cam-
paign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or communica-
tion. [46629/19]

12/11/2019WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance is rep-
resented on the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning and fully supports the Be 
Winter-Ready campaign.   
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The 2019-20 campaign, jointly launched by a number of my Ministerial colleagues on 6th 
November, provides vital information and raises awareness about the particular challenges that 
winter can present and is a part of the ‘Whole of Government’ approach being taken annually 
to winter preparations. I note, in particular, that the emphasis this year is on explaining further 
and promoting the Met Éireann colour-coded weather warning system.

The Department of Finance has no direct role in the Be Winter-Ready campaigns but will 
provide support and assistance where required by any of the lead Departments or the Govern-
ment Task Force on Emergency Planning. 

There are, therefore, no expected expenditures by the Department of Finance for external 
consultancy and advertising or communication.

12/11/2019WRE04900Tax Data

12/11/2019WRE05000136. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year cost if 
the income tax standard rate of €35,300 was increased to €36,350 for a single person and from 
€44,300 to €45,850 for a married one-earner couple; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46706/19]

12/11/2019WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Revenue Ready Reckoner is avail-
able at the link www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reck-
oner/index.aspx.

Page 7 of this document shows the impact of increasing the income tax standard rate bands 
by various amounts for different categories of taxpayers. 

Using the Ready Reckoner to estimate the increases requested by the Deputy on a straight-
line basis, the estimated cost of increasing the single person income tax standard rate band by 
€1,050 from €35,300 to €36,350 would be approximately €95 million in a full year. The esti-
mated cost of increasing the married-one earner income tax standard rate band by €1,550 from 
€44,300 to €45,850 would be approximately €49 million in a full year.

12/11/2019WRE05200Ministerial Meetings

12/11/2019WRE05300137. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the bilateral meetings he has 
had with his EU counterparts to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46707/19]

12/11/2019WRE05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of my ongoing international 
engagements, I meet monthly with my EU counterparts at meetings of Eurogroup and the Eco-
nomic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN). I also meet regularly with colleagues on a 
bilateral basis whenever opportunities present themselves outside the Council format. 

At the last monthly meeting of Eurogroup and ECOFIN on 7 and 8 November I met with my 
Belgian counterpart, Alexander De Croo, and my Slovakian counterpart, Ladislav Kamenicky. I 
also meet regularly with my colleagues from the so-called Hansa group: Estonia, Latvia, Lithu-
ania, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and the Netherlands. 

I hosted my French counterpart, Bruno Le Maire, in February 2019, and we also held a 
meeting in Brussels in May 2019. I also meet regularly with my UK counterpart, Chancellor Sa-
jid Javid, hosting the Chancellor at Farmleigh House in September this year, and most recently 
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meeting in October en marge of the IMF & World Bank Annual Meetings in Washington D.C. I 
look forward to meeting my German counterpart, Olaf Scholz, later this month.

In addition to these formal bilateral meetings, in the margins of Council meetings I also 
have informal contacts with my counterparts on a regular basis.

I intend to continue my dialogue with all of my Finance Minister counterparts in the period 
ahead, and I also look forward to early engagement with Commissioner-designate Gentiloni 
once he takes up office. 

Details of my meetings to date in 2019 are set out in the table below.

Date Location Finance Minister of EU MS
21/01/2019 Brussels (Hansa Group 

Meeting)
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Lithu-
ania, Netherlands. *The members 
of the Hansa group were also 
joined on this occasion by the 
Finance Ministers of the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. 

12/02/2019 Brussels France
26/02/2019 Dublin France
27/02/2019 Phone call Portugal
11/03/2019 Brussels (Hansa Group 

Meeting)
Estonia, Finland, Lithuania, Neth-
erlands, Sweden

14/03/2019 London United Kingdom
05/04/2019 Bucharest Portugal
05/04/2019 Bucharest Sweden
06/04/2019 Bucharest United Kingdom
16/05/2019 Brussels (Hansa Group 

Meeting)
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Lithu-
ania, Latvia, Netherlands, Sweden

16/05/2019 Brussels France
12/06/2019 Phone call Portugal
13/06/2019 Luxembourg (Hansa Group 

Meeting)
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Lithu-
ania, Latvia, Netherlands, Sweden

14/06/2019 Luxembourg United Kingdom
06/08/2019 London United Kingdom
13/09/2019 Helsinki United Kingdom
19/09/2019 Dublin United Kingdom
09/10/2019 Luxembourg (Hansa Group 

Meeting)
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Lithu-
ania, Netherlands, Sweden

17/10/2019 Washington (at IMF) United Kingdom
08/11/2019 Brussels Belgium, Slovakia

12/11/2019WRE05500Office of Public Works Projects

12/11/2019WRE05600138. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the prog-
ress on the restoration work to the Magazine Fort site in the Phoenix Park; the timetable for the 
commencement and completion of the restoration work; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46010/19]
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12/11/2019WRE05700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has been engaged in an ongoing programme of 
conservation works at the Magazine Fort since 2010.  With the contribution of a team of con-
sultants including archaeologists and structural engineers, the reopening of the Fort to the pub-
lic on a limited basis, to coincide with the centenary of the 1916 Rising, was realised. Further 
works of restoration are in planning. However it is not possible at this point to give a precise 
timetable for commencement and completion.

12/11/2019WRE05800Office of Public Works Projects

12/11/2019WRE05900139. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the time-
table for the appointment of a contractor to construct the proposed pedestrian and cycle bridge 
over the River Liffey to the War Memorial Gardens at Islandbridge; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46011/19]

12/11/2019WRE06000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
in Boxer Moran): Following an international architectural design competition, the Office of 
Public Works, in conjunction with The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI),  an-
nounced in May 2019 a winning design concept for a new Commemorative Bridge at Irish 
National War Memorial Gardens, Islandbridge, Dublin. Elements of the design, by Ian Ritchie 
Architects, are currently being examined in detail as to cost and feasibility. Once this process 
is completed, OPW will likely submit an application for planning permission to Dublin City 
Council. Thereafter, should planning permission be granted, OPW will engage in a public pro-
curement process to appoint contractors for the works. The final delivery of this project remains 
subject to availability of funding. 

12/11/2019WRF00200Office of Public Works Projects

12/11/2019WRF00300140. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
Office of Public Works plans to issue a response to the public consultation on the development 
plan for the Phoenix Park; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46012/19]

12/11/2019WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works is finalising its report and analysis of all the sub-
missions received regarding the Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review and 
it plans to make this report available very soon. In this regard, it is hoped to meet with local 
members of Dail Eireann and other elected representatives to outline the findings of this non-
statutory consultation process and to set out the future steps that will be taken to enhance visitor 
and user experience in the Phoenix Park. 

12/11/2019WRF00500Data Centres

12/11/2019WRF00600141. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of expressions of interest received from contractors for the construction of the State 
data centre, Backweston, Celbridge, County Kildare, by the closing date of 11 October 2019; if 
tenders have now been invited; if so, the closing date for receipt of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46037/19]

12/11/2019WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
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in Boxer Moran): Thirteen expressions of interest were received from Contractors for the 
prequalification to tender for the State Data Centre, Backweston, Celbridge, Co. Kildare. The 
submissions are currently being assessed by the Office of Public Works. The Commissioners 
are not in a position to advise on a tender date as yet.

12/11/2019WRF00800Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRF00900142. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46097/19]

12/11/2019WRF01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 116 on 10th October 2019.  The posi-
tion is unchanged since this reply.

12/11/2019WRF01100Public Sector Pensions Legislation

12/11/2019WRF01200143. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
is considering changes to the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) 
Act 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46214/19]

12/11/2019WRF01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 represents the delivery of  
key structural reform commitments agreed under the Troika programme of financial support 
for Ireland.

Among other things, it provided for the creation of the Single Public Service Pension 
Scheme, the extension of abatement across all the public service, the extension of the 40 years’ 
(or equivalent) pensionable service cap across all public service pension schemes and the ag-
gregation of public service pensions for the purposes of applying the Public Service Pension 
Reduction (PSPR).

The Single Scheme represents the largest ever reform to public pensions and remains critical 
to addressing the long-term sustainability of public service pensions in the face of significant 
demographic challenges over the coming decades.  The Scheme will be instrumental in stem-
ming the future growth in public service pensions expenditure by driving estimated savings of 
up to 35% over the long-term.  

In this regard, the main provisions of Act relating to the Single Scheme are of key impor-
tance to the long-term stability and sustainability of the public finances and, as such, I have no 
plans to revisit them. However, its operations are of course subject to my Department’s ongoing 
monitoring.

12/11/2019WRF01400Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRF01500144. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil 
Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46299/19]
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12/11/2019WRF01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform currently has one vacant 
desk available in Civil Service accommodation outside of Dublin. 

The Office of Government Procurement, which is also part of the Department, has a number 
of offices outside of its headquarters in Dublin.  The details of these office locations and the 
number of desks currently available at these locations are listed in the table below.

Office Location Available Desks
Cork 5
Limerick 7
Sligo 6
Trim 7

12/11/2019WRF01700Public Sector Pensions

12/11/2019WRF01800145. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to replace parity-linked public service pensions with a consumer price index-linked 
scheme with effect from October 2020; if his attention has been drawn to opposition to this 
proposal by retired public servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46348/19]

12/11/2019WRF01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Pensions paid 
under the Single Pension Scheme (SPS) are uprated in line with changes in the Consumer Price 
Index. The 2012 legislation that introduced the SPS includes a provision that allows for the 
extension of the same method of uprating to the pre-existing pension schemes.

As I informed the Deputy on 5 March 2019 (PQ 10419/19), the Government committed 
in the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 not to invoke this legislative provision 
for the duration of the Agreement. That remains the position. The pension increase policy that 
is currently in place in respect of the pre-existing pension schemes represents a time-limited 
(expires end-2020), conditions-bound return to the non-statutory, pay-linked method of pension 
adjustment which prevailed until the onset of the financial emergency.

My officials and I engage with public service pensioners in relation to public service pen-
sions issues, including the matter raised by the Deputy, through meetings with the Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants. The most recent such meeting took place with officials on 5th Novem-
ber.

12/11/2019WRF02000Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

12/11/2019WRF02100146. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on advertising for Project Ireland 2040 since its publication in February 2018 by 
category (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46458/19]

12/11/2019WRF02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Project Ire-
land 2040 is the Government’s long-term, overarching strategy to make Ireland a better country 
for all its people, integrating, for the first time, the national spatial and investment strategies. 
The projects under these plans which include roads, schools, primary care centres, housing, 
sporting and cultural amenities and business activation facilities impact villages, towns, cities 
and regions across the length and breadth of Ireland. 
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Responsibility for Project Ireland 2040 communications was assigned to the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform on 21 November 2018.  

Since that date, €85,361.95 has been spent on public information measures involving three 
2-week tranches of transit advertising on public transport networks throughout Ireland, with the 
specific aim of empowering members of the public to find out what is happening under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 in their local area. During each phase, the material was displayed on the Red 
and Green Luas lines as well as approximately 500 Dublin Buses, 50 Irish Rail carriages and 
100 Bus Shelters in Dublin, Cork, Galway, Limerick, Waterford and nationwide. The material 
directed the audience to gov.ie/2040. That website has received more than 50,000 hits in the 
period. 

12/11/2019WRF02300Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

12/11/2019WRF02400147. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
controls in place for local authorities and State agencies to undertake Project Ireland 2040 
advertising and to spend funding in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46459/19]

12/11/2019WRF02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While my 
Department sets the allocations for Departments and the delegated sanction arrangements un-
der which Departments make their spending decisions, the actual roll-out of particular projects 
and programmes is managed by the individual line Departments and their agencies who are 
responsible for project and programme delivery, and decisions regarding associated publicity 
and advertising in relation to these programmes would also fall to be considered in this context.

12/11/2019WRF02600Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRF02700148. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the disclosures log made by his Department under Freedom of Information was last updated; if 
this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46473/19]

12/11/2019WRF02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Freedom of 
Information disclosure logs are routinely published by my Department, as required by the Free-
dom of Information Act 2014.  The Department’s disclosure logs are published on a quarterly 
basis and currently cover the period up to 30th September 2019.  These are available to view at 
this link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/ce2e67-foi-disclosure-log/.

12/11/2019WRF02900Garda Station Refurbishment

12/11/2019WRF03000149. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the Garda stations within the Donegal Garda division that were refurbished by the OPW in 
which the value of works was in excess of €5,000 in 2018 and to date in 2019; the details of 
the works carried out at the stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46482/19]

12/11/2019WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works has carried out a number of works 
to Garda Stations within the Donegal Division in 2018 and 2019. Details of all works where the 
value was in excess of €5,000 are outlined in the table below and include works funded by both 
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the Office of Public Works and An Garda Síochána.

Garda Station Works Year
Bundoran GS, Co Donegal Upgrade Bathroom facilities 2018
Burnfoot GS, Co Donegal Upgrade Oil Burner 2019
Burtonport GS, Co Donegal Kitchen upgrade works 2018
Carrigans GS Co Donegal Upgrade of Electrical Works 2018
Donegal Town GS, Co Donegal Extension and Refurbishment of 

Station
2018/2019

Falcarragh GS, Co Donegal Resurfacing and drainage works 2018
Killybegs GS, Co Donegal Upgrade of Electrical Works 2019
Letterkenny GS, Co Donegal Electrical Works and Kitchen Up-

grade
2018

Letterkenny GS, Co Donegal Re-surfacing of yard and planned 
fabric maintenance

2019

Milford GS, Co Donegal Cell and Prisoner Processing Up-
grade works

2018/2019

Milford GS, Co Donegal Upgrade works to Sergeants office 2019
Milford GS, Co Donegal Upgrade works to Public Office 2019
Moville GS, Co Donegal Electrical Upgrade Works 2018
Raphoe GS, Co Donegal Electrical Upgrade Works 2019

12/11/2019WRF03200Public Sector Pensions Legislation

12/11/2019WRF03300150. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on whether there is an anomaly in the treatment of pensions of retired public servants tak-
ing up employment again in the public service and those who take up employment in the private 
sector; his plans to amend the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) 
Act 2012 to address the anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46546/19]

12/11/2019WRF03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The principle 
of abatement of a public service pension has always existed within the scheme rules of various 
public service pension schemes.  Section 52(1) to 52(5) of the Public Service Pension (Single 
Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 (the Single Scheme Act) extended abatement and pro-
vides that where a retired public servant, in receipt of a public service pension, is re-employed 
anywhere in the public service then no more of the pension when combined with the remunera-
tion in the new job shall exceed the pensionable remuneration of the old job i.e. abatement shall 
apply. 

It is important to note abatement is pro-rata and periodic i.e. account is taken of the work 
pattern and period of re-employment.  The provision of abatement does not apply where an 
individual takes up employment in the private sector.  

Overall, decisions taken by individuals to take up new public service positions after retire-
ment are of course voluntary in nature. Abatement remains an important aspect of the Single 
Scheme Act.

12/11/2019WRF03500Departmental Advertising Campaigns
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12/11/2019WRF03600151. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department 
will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertis-
ing or communication. [46634/19]

12/11/2019WRF03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment is represented on the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning and fully supports 
the Be Winter-Ready campaign.   

The 2019-20 campaign, jointly launched by a number of my Ministerial colleagues on 6th 
November, provides vital information and raises awareness about the particular challenges that 
winter can present and is a part of the ‘Whole of Government’ approach being taken annually 
to winter preparations. I note, in particular, that the emphasis this year is on explaining further 
and promoting the Met Éireann colour-coded weather warning system.

My Department has no direct role in the Be Winter-Ready campaigns but will provide sup-
port and assistance where required by any of the lead Departments or the Government Task 
Force on Emergency Planning. 

There are, therefore, no expected expenditures by my Department for external consultancy 
and advertising or communication.

12/11/2019WRF03800Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRF03900152. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 172 of 17 September 2019, if the accommodation brief has been fi-
nalised; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46029/19]

12/11/2019WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s school build-
ing programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.  

My Department is continuing to engage with the school in this regard. The details of the ac-
commodation to be provided as part of the project are expected to be determined shortly.  

12/11/2019WRF04100Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRF04200153. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 97 of 24 October 2019, the closing date for receipt of tenders; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46030/19]

12/11/2019WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major school building proj-
ect to provide new accommodation for the school referred to by the Deputy has recently been 
authorized by my Department to proceed to tender for the appointment of a Building Contrac-
tor. The closing date for the completed tender returns is the end of November. Assuming no 
significant issues arise during the tender process, my Department expects that the project will 
progress to site in the first quarter of 2020 and the contract duration is 20 months.

12/11/2019WRF04400Schools Site Acquisitions
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12/11/2019WRF04500154. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 173 of 17 September 2019, if there has been further progress in resolving 
the technical considerations; if a design team will be put in place for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46031/19]

12/11/2019WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department continues to 
engage with the landowner and Kildare County Council in regard to the technical consider-
ations crucial to the delivery of the site and the commencement of architectural planning.  

It is a priority for my Department to commence the architectural planning process for this 
site at the earliest possible stage. For the time being, and as previously indicated - given the 
commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions in general, I am unable to elaborate further.

12/11/2019WRF04700Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRF04800155. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 170 of 17 September 2019, if approval has now issued for the invitation 
of tenders for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46032/19]

12/11/2019WRF04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This building project referred 
to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being de-
livered under the National Development Plan.  

The major building project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b – Detailed Design, which includes securing Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Dis-
ability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents. 

The process of Pre-Qualification of contractors to compile a shortlist of suitable candidates 
is now complete. The next step for this project will be Stage 3 – tender stage. In that context, 
the Department will shortly be in contact with the school and Design Team to update them on 
the further progression of this major building project.

12/11/2019WRF05000Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRF05100156. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 84 of 26 September 2019, if the letter of acceptance has issued to the 
preferred contractor; if so, when the contractor will go on site; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46035/19]

12/11/2019WRF05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
delivery of the project at Naas Community College has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow 
Education and Training Board (KWETB)

The letter of acceptance has now issued to the preferred contractor and it is expected that 
work will begin on site shortly.

12/11/2019WRF05300Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRF05400157. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 169 of 17 September 2019, if authorisation has issued to invite tenders 
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for the project; if so, when tenders be invited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46036/19]

12/11/2019WRF05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 2(b) – Detailed Design.    

The pre-qualification process to select a shortlist of suitable contractors has been completed 
and the Design Team is currently finalising the tender documentation.

Once this work is complete, my Department will be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment of the school regarding the progression of the project to the next stage of architectural 
planning, Stage 3 - tender stage. 

12/11/2019WRF05600School Staff

12/11/2019WRF05700158. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the posi-
tion of replacement principal will be advertised for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46038/19]

12/11/2019WRF05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department allows for 
the appointment of Principals to new schools from 1 September of the school year prior to the 
opening of the school.  

The recruitment and appointment of teachers, including Principals, to fill teaching posts is a 
matter for the individual school authority, in this instance Kildare & Wicklow ETB, subject to 
procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Educa-
tion (Amendment) Act 2012. 

12/11/2019WRF05900Student Grant Scheme Appeals

12/11/2019WRF06000159. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a review will be 
carried out of a SUSI grant application by a person (details supplied). [46040/19]

12/11/2019WRF06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The awarding authority has 
advised my officials that a review has taken place. The awarding authority is currently awaiting 
confirmation from the college regarding the student’s registration. Subject to confirmation from 
the college, it is anticipated that a revised letter will issue to the student in the coming days.

12/11/2019WRG00200Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRG00300160. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46090/19]

12/11/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Standing Order No. 164A of 
Dáil Éireann 2016 provides for post-enactment reports on the functioning of an Act, within 
twelve months of its enactment.

A post-enactment report on the Technological Universities Act 2018 (No. 3 of 2018) was 
laid before the Houses on 17 April 2019.  
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A post-enactment report on the Education (Admissions to Schools) Act 2018 (No. 14 of 
2018) was laid before the Houses on 28 August 2019.

12/11/2019WRG00500Education and Training Boards

12/11/2019WRG00600161. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a project 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46114/19]

12/11/2019WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by 
the Deputy is being purpose built by Wexford County Council and there has been consultation 
between Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board and the local authority on this 
project.

My Department is not directly involved in the building project but we have received a copy 
of the proposal from the ETB and this is still under review.

12/11/2019WRG00800Special Educational Needs Staff Data

12/11/2019WRG00900162. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
SNAs allocated since budget 2020; and the geographical placing of same, in tabular form. 
[46136/19]

12/11/2019WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 provided for 950 
additional SNA posts. To date over 900 of these posts have been allocated with the remainder 
expected to be allocated by the end of the year.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011.  

Budget 2020 has provided for 1,064 additional SNAs posts, for allocation in 2020, which 
will bring the total number of SNA posts in schools to over 17,000 in 2020.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE publish statistics on SNA allocations for each school year and this information 
is available on their website, www.ncse.ie.

12/11/2019WRG01100Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRG01200163. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a school 
building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46151/19]

12/11/2019WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This building project referred 
to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being de-
livered under the National Development Plan.  

The major building project will deliver a new post primary school to cater for 650 pupils 
and a new primary school on a shared site. The project is currently in Stage 2b (Detailed De-
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sign) of Architectural Planning which includes statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. Planning permission, fire certificate and disability access certificate have all been 
secured for this project.  

The Design Team has carried out a pre-qualification process to produce a shortlist of build-
ing contractors and also a separate list of mechanical and electrical contractors. The Department 
is continuing to liaise with the Project Manager in that regard. 

When all items have been satisfactorily completed the Department expects to be in a posi-
tion to authorise the project to progress to tender stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 
months to complete.

12/11/2019WRG01400Health and Safety Authority 

12/11/2019WRG01500164. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
Health and Safety Authority, HSA, investigation (details supplied). [46154/19]

12/11/2019WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware of the tragic cir-
cumstances of the project to which the Deputy refers and I share fully the Deputy’s concerns 
and his desire to progress this project as a matter of urgency.

As a Summer Works Scheme project, it has been devolved to the school for delivery.  The 
current position is that the consultant for the project has experienced considerable difficulty 
in appointing a suitable and qualified contractor to carry out the necessary asbestos remov-
al works. In the absence of same, the consultant cannot provide the HSA with the method 
statement it is awaiting to allow these works to proceed. This work will continue to be done 
while respecting the important job the HSA has to conclude its investigation into the tragic cir-
cumstances referred to by the Deputy.

Please be assured that my Department is working closely with those involved to ensure 
the project is advanced as quickly as possible.

12/11/2019WRG01700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

12/11/2019WRG01800165. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a SNA 
was refused in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46184/19]

12/11/2019WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.
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SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

12/11/2019WRG02000Education and Training Boards

12/11/2019WRG02100166. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on the future of a school (details supplied) at a centre in view of the fact that the grounds are for 
sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46198/19]

12/11/2019WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Cork Education and Training Board (CETB) currently provides two thousand ‘co-operation 
hours’ annually to the Sacred Heart House located in the Bessborough Centre in Cork.  The 
co-operation hours scheme is a longstanding arrangement under which Education and Training 
Boards (ETBs) provide teaching hours for settings run by a range of organisations.  In this case 
CETB employs 3 teachers who deliver education and training to early school leavers in the 
Bessborough Centre.  No funding is provided by my Department or CETB to the centre for its 
early school leaver provision.

I understand from CETB that they are aware that the Sacret Heart Order wishes to dispose of 
the property and that a sale is being pursued. They are currently engaging with the Bessborough 
Centre to explore options for the continued delivery of education and training to early school 
leavers.

Cork ETB previously funded a Local Training Initiative (LTI) in horticulture on the site. 
The provision previously delivered on the site has already been relocated to the Ardfoyle Centre 
in Cork.

12/11/2019WRG02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

12/11/2019WRG02400167. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision 
has been made on an appeal for special needs assistant hours by a school (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46203/19]

12/11/2019WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
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(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

12/11/2019WRG02600Special Educational Needs Data

12/11/2019WRG02700168. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of new applications made for SNA access for the 2019-2020 academic year; and the number 
of new SNA posts created solely based on these new applications. [46224/19]

12/11/2019WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27th May that 
792 additional SNA posts would be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with almost 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for SNA application 
process and I will forward the Deputy’s question to the NCSE for their direct reply.

12/11/2019WRG02900National Council for Special Education

12/11/2019WRG03000169. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way 
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in which the National Council for Special Education, NCSE, is funded; the amount of the 
budget allocated to provide for SNA access; and the number of new applications made for the 
2019/2020 academic year. [46225/19]

12/11/2019WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department meets  the 
pay and non-pay costs of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). The NCSE is 
an independent statutory agency which has a number of functions set out in Section 20 of the 
EPSEN Act, including: 

a) planning for, and co-ordinating, the provision of education for children with special edu-
cational needs and ensuring that a continuum of special educational provision is available; 

b) conducting and carrying out research; 

c) providing policy advice to the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to special 
education; 

d) review provision and advise on educational provision for adults with disabilities;

e) disseminating information, including best practice, on special education to parents, 
schools and other interested persons and

f) Consult with voluntary bodies to ensure that their knowledge and expertise can inform the 
development of policy by the Council

Provision for SNA posts is made separately through the annual budget process. For 2019 the 
number of posts available for allocation will be in the region of 15,950 by the end of December.  
The annual pay cost of providing SNA support is currently in the region of €551 million for 
2019.

12/11/2019WRG03200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

12/11/2019WRG03300170. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 
SENO will fulfil the recommendations of private reports to facilitate SNA support as per the 
findings of each report; and if not, the reason therefor. [46226/19]

12/11/2019WRG03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The consideration of profes-
sional reports is an integral part of determining the extent of supports to be provided for pupils 
with special educational needs.  However, whereas health reports provide valuable assistance 
to education providers in identifying a diagnosis or identifying appropriate interventions, health 
staff have been directed by the HSE not to include references to the specific quantum of educa-
tional resources in their reports, but should state the outcome of assessments carried out and the 
range of needs of the child as clearly as possible.

This is because, while a medical or relevant professional report can indicate the care needs 
that a child may have, the health professional will not have knowledge or awareness of the cur-
rent resources available to a school to cater for these care needs, will not be aware of the layout 
of the school, or have had an opportunity to observe the child in class or observe their interac-
tion with their teachers and classmates on an on going basis. 

It is the role of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to process applications 
from schools for SNA support, taking into account the frequency and extent of the care needs 
as referenced in the professional report, the manner in which they arise in a school setting and 
in this regard, the evidence the school can provide to support the application.  The NCSE can 
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also consult with other professionals, eg, NEPS and will allocate a level of SNA support to a 
school to ensure that the school has sufficient resources to cater for the significant care needs 
of the relevant children who are enrolled in the school for whom it has been indicated there is 
a care requirement.

12/11/2019WRG03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

12/11/2019WRG03600171. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the per-
son or body to which the National Council for Special Education, NCSE, is answerable to in 
cases in which a school is dissatisfied with the provision of SNA access further to an appeal. 
[46227/19]

12/11/2019WRG03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The NCSE Appeals Process 
may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered that a child was not granted 
access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in the Department’s SNA Circular 
0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision where the school con-
siders that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Whereas appeals will be considered by Senior NCSE Special Education Needs Organisers 
in the first instance, there is potential for independent oversight in that schools/parents have ac-
cess to an independent Appeals Advisory Committee should they consider that the operation of 
the appeals process was flawed or deficient.

12/11/2019WRG03800Psychological Assessments

12/11/2019WRG03900172. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria 
for determining the number of National Educational Psychological Service, NEPS, assessments 
per school in view of the fact demand exceeds supply. [46228/19]

12/11/2019WRG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that in 
2017 my Department introduced a new model to support pupils with special educational needs. 
This means schools are now front-loaded with additional teachers to enable them to respond 
to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow them to apply for such additional 
resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools as schools will no longer have to 
complete an application process annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require addi-
tional teaching support. Children who need support can have that support provided immediately 
rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, my De-
partment’s National Educational Psychological Service has adopted a consultative model of 
service. The focus is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs 
range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and 
solution oriented consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS 
encourages schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby 
each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and intervention 
for pupils with learning, social, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult 
their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of 
a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with 
NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive interven-
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tion or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. NEPS psychologists are afforded a 
degree of flexibility in responding to need as it presents in their allocated schools.

By way of clarification NEPS psychologists are assigned schools based on a weighting 
process which takes into account school size, DEIS status, gender mix, special class occurrence 
and geographical spread and equating roughly to a 5,000:1 pupil to psychologist ratio.  

I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equivalents in 2016 
and following increases allowed in Budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019 the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 204 w.t.e. Some 197 of these posts are currently filled 
which represents the highest number of psychologists to be employed within NEPS since the 
inception of the service in 2000. The filling of the remaining posts is being actively pursued 
by my Department in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service and a number of new 
appointments are imminent. 

I would advise therefore, if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and 
emotional development of any child, that these should be raised by parents, in the first instance, 
with the Principal of the school concerned, with a view to that Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

12/11/2019WRG04100Special Educational Needs

12/11/2019WRG04200173. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he 
plans to roll out the school inclusion model nationally in view of the fact schools outside of the 
75 schools in the pilot programme have lost SNAs and have not benefited from in-school sup-
port. [46229/19]

12/11/2019WRG04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27th March I announced 
the trialling of the School Inclusion Model, a new model of support for students with special 
educational and additional care needs, which is being piloted in 75 schools in the Kildare/Wick-
low/South Dublin region in the current school year.

The School Inclusion Model aims to build schools’ capacity and to provide the right sup-
ports at the right time for students with additional needs.

A comprehensive independent evaluation of the pilot will be required to test its effective-
ness and provide guidance on issues to consider in any potential mainstreaming of the School 
Inclusion Model.

12/11/2019WRG04400Special Educational Needs Staff Data

12/11/2019WRG04500174. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of applications made for access to a SNA by primary schools during the 2018-2019 school 
year by county; the number of SNAs allocated to special classes for the same period by county; 
and the number of posts lost due to children leaving sixth class in each school. [46230/19]

12/11/2019WRG04600175. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of SNA posts in post-primary schools that followed the children from sixth class in primary 
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school to first class in post-primary school; the remaining allocation for post-primary schools 
by county; and the number of applications made for access to a SNA by post-primary schools 
during the 2018-2019 school year. [46231/19]

12/11/2019WRG04700176. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of applications made by special schools for access to a SNA during the 2018-2019 school 
year by county. [46232/19]

12/11/2019WRG04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 174 to 176, inclusive, together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are responsible for the management 
of the application process for Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support and I will forward the 
Deputy’s questions for their direct reply.

The NCSE has published details of SNA allocations for all schools which are available to 
view on a per county basis, including special schools.  Details can be accessed on the NCSE 
website at www.ncse.ie or by using the following link http://ncse.ie/statistics.

12/11/2019WRG05100School Enrolments

12/11/2019WRG05200177. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions being 
taken to ensure there are adequate school places at second level in Skerries, County Dublin; 
his views on whether the current secondary provision requires extension or a new educational 
facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46263/19]

12/11/2019WRG05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within  a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018 the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022).  While the announcement 
did not include a new post-primary school for the Skerries school planning area, the require-
ment for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for 
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the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.  

The Capital Programme  provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an addi-
tional teacher has been appointed.  

I can confirm to the Deputy that an application has been received for additional accommo-
dation from the existing secondary school in the area. The application is currently under assess-
ment and a decision will be conveyed to the school authorities when the assessment process has 
been completed.

12/11/2019WRG05400School Enrolments

12/11/2019WRG05500178. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the case 
of a child (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46279/19]

12/11/2019WRG05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The selection and enrolment 
of pupils is the responsibility of the management authorities in each individual school. My 
Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater 
for all pupils seeking places in an area. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a 
place in the school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, a 
selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality 
and the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.

Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a board of management make a decision 
to refuse enrolment, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my 
Department. Where the appeal involves an Education and Training Board (ETB) school, the ap-
peal must be made to the local ETB in the first instance. Further information on the Section 29 
Appeals process is available on my Departments website at the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/

In addition, the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) 
is the statutory body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a 
school placement for their child. The EWS can be contacted at Educational Welfare Service 
Child and Family Agency, Floors 2-5, Brunel Building, Heuston South Quarter, Dublin 8 or by 
phone on 01-7718815.

12/11/2019WRG05700Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRG05800179. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service 
accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46292/19]

12/11/2019WRG05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department does not 
maintain data on the number of desks spaces available, however space utilisation is maximised 
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with the support of the Office of Public Works.  Currently 68% of the staff compliment in my 
Department are based outside Dublin.  Within our larger offices, Tullamore and Athlone, there 
is a greater than 100% subscription for the available desk spaces.  A number of refurbishment 
and reconfiguration programmes have been undertaken to increase staff to space ratios. In ad-
dition, 18% of staff occupy office space in approximately 37 other locations as part of the Na-
tional Education Physiological Service and Inspectorate networks. This office space is largely 
fully occupied.

12/11/2019WRH00200Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRH00300180. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a secondary school in Enfield, County Meath; the timeline for the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46316/19]

12/11/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of permanent 
accommodation for a Post Primary School in Enfield is being delivered under my Department’s 
Design and Build Programme.  This delivery programme uses a professional external Project 
Management team to progress the project through the stages of architectural planning, tender-
ing and construction.  

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning  which includes the 
preparation of the planning application.  As with all school projects, the exact timeframe for 
delivery of the project will be dependent on the grant of planning permission.  

The school will open in 2020 in suitable interim accommodation pending delivery of its 
permanent building.

12/11/2019WRH00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

12/11/2019WRH00600181. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the shortage of school places for children diagnosed with ASD in north County Kildare; 
his plans to expand the number of places available at a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46317/19]

12/11/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education for 
children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Government.  

Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn is invested in supporting chil-
dren with special needs.  The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special 
Needs Assistants are at unprecedented levels. Nationally, 167 new special classes opened for 
the 2019/20 school year, which means there are 1,618 special classes in place, compared to 548 
in 2011. Of these 1,353 special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD.

In Co. Kildare, there are currently 4 special schools and 77 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 6 ASD Early Intervention classes, 48 primary ASD classes and 16 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 
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The Council has well established structures in place to plan and coordinate special educa-
tion provision throughout the country.  This includes identifying the need for and establishing 
special class and school placements in various geographical areas where they are required. The 
Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been 
identified as needing special class placements.  

The NCSE is continuing its work at local level to ensure all children can access a suitable 
school placement for the forthcoming school year and beyond. 

Before approaching a particular school to request the establishment of additional specialised 
provision, the NCSE take into account both present and future potential need within the area 
and must be satisfied that the provision is sustainable and appropriately located.

When the NCSE sanction the establishment of additional specialised provision in a school, 
the school can apply to my Department for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces with-
in the school building to accommodate the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for additional specialised provision 
in a particular school area I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for 
their attention and direct reply.

12/11/2019WRH00800Special Educational Needs Staff

12/11/2019WRH00900182. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a special 
needs assistant will be allocated to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46324/19]

12/11/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
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concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

12/11/2019WRH01100School Transport Administration

12/11/2019WRH01200183. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has re-
quested individual accounts from Bus Éireann in view of the fact that a company (details sup-
plied) would have to audit the separate annual profit and loss accounts for the provision of 
school transport in order to audit the statutory account of Bus Éireann as published in the annual 
reports; if he is in receipt of the audits since 1997 for his examination of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46336/19]

12/11/2019WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The 1975 Summary of Accounting Arrangements form the basis of the payment to Bus 
Éireann for the operation of the School Transport Scheme. In this regard, the Department re-
imburses Bus Éireann for a range of costs incurred in the operation and administration of the 
scheme.  Re-imbursement to Bus Éireann is on a cost recovery basis.  Actual expenditure is 
finalised in the Bus Éireann annual statement of account which is independently audited by the 
Bus Éireann auditors in accordance with the 1975 Summary of Accounting Arrangements.

12/11/2019WRH01400School Staff

12/11/2019WRH01500184. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
the staffing levels at a school (details supplied) can be re-examined; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46366/19]

12/11/2019WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September. 

However, the staffing arrangements for primary schools also includes the provision whereby 
schools experiencing rapid increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent main-
stream posts on developing grounds, using projected enrolment for the following September, in 
this case September 2019.   

The school referred to by the Deputy were allocated a teaching post on developing grounds, 
but did not achieve the required enrolment on 30th September 2019 to retain the post for the 
remainder of the school year.

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
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under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.

The school submitted an appeal to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board and, having consid-
ered the appeal, the Board deemed the appeal ineligible on the basis that it did not satisfy the 
criteria outlined in the published staffing arrangements. The school will be entitled to an addi-
tional mainstream class teacher in the 2020/21 school year based on its latest enrolment returns. 

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

12/11/2019WRH01700Schools Site Acquisitions

12/11/2019WRH01800185. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
he has engaged with the HSE on the arrangements for the planned permanent accommodation 
for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46367/19]

12/11/2019WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers opened under the patronage divestment process in 2015 and is currently in interim 
accommodation pending delivery of the school’s permanent accommodation.

In this regard, my Department has been liaising with the HSE in relation to the possible 
provision of the school’s permanent accommodation in part of a HSE-owned property.  

The delivery of permanent accommodation for divested schools can involve complex fac-
tors and my Department officials are considering the best way to provide for same.

12/11/2019WRH02000School Accommodation Provision

12/11/2019WRH02100186. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ac-
commodate children who will have no school accommodation for six months in a school (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46377/19]

12/11/2019WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department are examin-
ing all options for interim accommodation for Sept 2020 pending construction of the permanent 
accommodation for the school to which the Deputy refers.

My Department is in contact with the landlord with regard to the possibility of extending 
current arrangements.

12/11/2019WRH02300School Transport Expenditure

12/11/2019WRH02400187. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost to date of 
busing children to the temporary accommodation as per the current arrangements for a school 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46378/19]

12/11/2019WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can advise the Deputy that 
there are no current busing arrangements for the school to which he refers.

12/11/2019WRH02600Skills Development
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12/11/2019WRH02700188. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of micro-
sized and SME businesses that participated as learners in the management works programme of 
Skillnet Ireland on an annual basis over the 2016 to 2018 period and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; the percentage share of micro-sized and SME businesses that participated in the pro-
gramme of the number of such sized businesses that operate; the number of participants in each 
year of the programme; the allocation and national training fund allocation to the programme in 
each year over the 2016 to 2020 period; and the budget 2020 allocation. [46389/19]

12/11/2019WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Skillnet Ireland is funded by my Department through the National Training Fund (NTF) to act 
as an enterprise-led support body dedicated to the promotion and facilitation of enterprise train-
ing and workforce development as key elements in sustaining national competitiveness.  

Skillnet Ireland operates a joint funding model where training is funded by combining con-
tributions from employers with Skillnet grants. Through 68 Skillnet Learning Networks, they 
support over 16,000 companies and 62,000 trainees annually.

Skillnet Ireland has been allocated €36 million in Budget 2020, an additional €8 Million in 
NTF funding over 2019.  This increase was allocated to support 7,000 additional participants on 
Skillnet Ireland programmes including a new digital skills initiative to assist with ICT shortages 
across the country and an SME upskilling scheme to assist in addressing productivity issues of 
indigenous SMEs. Skillnet Ireland will provide training to 69,000 participants in 2020. 

Details of the Skillnet Ireland allocation from the National Training Fund 2016 - 2019

2016         €16.8 million

2017         €19.2 million

2018         €21.7 million

2019         €28.0 million 

 

Data on the Management Development initiative (formally Management Works)

2016 2017 2018 2019**
The number of mi-
crosized and SME 
businesses that par-
ticipated as learners 
in management 
works programme 
of Skillnet Ireland 

400 523 427 170

The percentage 
share of microsized 
and SME business-
es that participated 
in the programme 
from the number 
of such size that 
operate*

0.16% 0.19% 0.16% 0.06%

The number of 
participants in each 
year of the pro-
gramme 

721 776 636 250
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2016 2017 2018 2019**
Management De-
velopment Initiative 
Fund Allocation

€902,000 €975,000 €1,068,000 €674,000

*Latest CSO data on active enterprises in Ireland is from 2017. 

** In 2019, Skillnet Ireland took the decision to phase out the Skillnet Ireland Manage-
ment Development initiative, focusing the delivery and promotion of management develop-
ment through their 68 Skillnet Learning Networks, which had significantly increased the scale 
of management development provision on behalf of SMEs between 2016-2018. 

***Up to September 2019.

12/11/2019WRH02900University Status Applications

12/11/2019WRH03000189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the ap-
plication by Waterford Institute of Technology for university status. [46409/19]

12/11/2019WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is a matter for the relevant 
Institutes of Technology in a technological university (TU) development consortium to lead on 
the progression of their plans to seek designation as a TU under the Technological Universities 
Act 2018.  In relation to the Technological University for South East Ireland (TUSEI) consor-
tium comprising Waterford Institute of Technology and the Institute of Technology Carlow, 
both institutes are committed to achieving TU status and are working within the consortium 
towards the submission of an application for TU designation under the 2018 Act in due course.

TUs are a core part of Government’s plan to meet the challenges facing us as an economy 
and a society with the objective of having a TU presence in every region of the country. This 
will provide increased choices for students, an enhanced student experience and greater access 
for potential students tackling educational disadvantage with TUs offering a broad range of 
teaching from apprenticeship to doctoral degrees. They will also support an increased intensity 
of research activity which will provide increased opportunities for collaboration with industry 
and deliver benefits for the economy and wider society. TUs will marry both an attractive physi-
cal multi-campus presence with state-of-the-art digital connectivity, providing new modes of 
learning where the student and learner is placed centre-stage and can access course content and 
avail of first-class tuition irrespective of location or circumstance. Each TU will serve as an 
anchor institution in the development and advancement of its region. Drawing frontier techno-
logical developments to regions through intensive collaboration, engagement with and connect-
edness to national and international researchers will be fundamental to TUs acting as regional 
knowledge hubs. These hubs will, in turn, act as major catalysts for further direct investment, 
research, innovation and employment growth.   

On 18 October I announced €14.25 million in funding to Higher Education Institutions 
under the HEA 2019 call for submissions for higher education landscape restructuring, consoli-
dation and collaborative projects. The majority of this investment, €11.8 million, is aimed at 
progressing the creation and expansion of TUs. The TUSEI consortium was allocated €2 mil-
lion under this call bringing total Exchequer funding to date for their project to €3.72 million. 
In total since 2013 some €31 million in Exchequer funding has been invested in TU creation 
and development.   

On 6 November I launched the report of the high level working group, the TU Research Net-
work (TURN), entitled ‘Technological Universities: Connectedness & Collaboration enabled 
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by Connectivity’ which sets out the case for a state change in higher education reform for the 
delivery of national strategic priorities such as are elaborated in Project Ireland 2040, the Na-
tional Development Plan and Future Jobs Ireland. This state change is to be achieved through 
the connectedness, particularly at regional level, collaboration and connectivity of TUs and 
their unique delivery of programmes across the full range of the National Framework of Quali-
fications. The report makes a series of 12 recommendations for outcomes that will provide TUs 
with a solid foundation for their development. These centre upon three thematic areas identified 
by TURN as the essential building blocks for successful TUs : - 

- investment in integrated multi-campus digital infrastructure to provide regional cohesion 
and to facilitate new modes of learning and the prioritisation of capital investment in TUs;

- investment in research capacity building by developing researcher human capital, facili-
tating research activity and opportunities for existing academic staff and implementing a re-
searcher career development and employment framework, addressing infrastructural deficits 
and prioritising research strategies within TUs, exploiting fully the mutually supporting roles 
of teaching and research; and

- realignment of the policy framework and funding for TUs including an expansion of in-
stitutional autonomy and reform through the implementation of TU-apposite career structures, 
the reform of the grant allocation model to accommodate TUs, the creation of a dedicated 
TU funding stream including in the post-establishment phase and the creation of a borrowing 
framework for TUs. 

The report recognises that relevant priority actions can only be achieved through a struc-
tured, system-wide, relevant and dynamic process that will ensure value for money, under-
pinned by a robust and evidence-based set of monitoring and evaluation arrangements.    

The TURN report can be accessed on the Department’s website at: https://www.education.
ie/en/Publications/Education-Reports/connectedness-collaboration-through-connectivity.pdf   

As announced during Budget 2020 and in response to the TURN report the Government is 
providing €90 million over the next three years under a new TU Transformation Fund to sup-
port consortia such as TUSEI to achieve TU designation and to support the further advancement 
of established TUs. 

The TURN report and the ongoing work of the group, whose remit I am extending, will 
be of considerable assistance and benefit to consortia such as TUSEI towards achieving TU 
designation as will access to the new TU Transformation Fund being developed currently in 
consultation with TURN.    

Further TU creation, establishment and progression will be achieved by the relevant stake-
holders delivering on the TURN report recommendations and the transformational multi-annual 
funding underpinning such delivery.

12/11/2019WRH03200Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRH03300190. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the disclo-
sures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this is in 
line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46466/19]

12/11/2019WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department updates the 
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FOI Disclosure Log at the end of each quarter plus forty working days to allow for extended 
FOI requests to be decided upon.  Therefore the Log was recently updated, in October 2019 
and now covers up to Q2 2019. It is provided in tabular format and is easily accessed on my 
Department’s website.

The policy is directly aligned with the guidance provided by the FOI Central Policy Unit 
in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 2015 Code of Practice for Freedom of 
Information for Public Bodies. All FOI requesters are apprised that summary information will 
be published regarding non-personal requests. The log only includes non-personal requests and 
provides summary information of accepted/valid requests as follows:

- Date of request

- Category of requester

- Description of the request

- Decision made

- Date of release

 My Department takes a proactive approach to the publication of official information and 
regularly updates the ‘publication scheme’ in accordance with the “Model Scheme” provided 
for in section 8 of the FOI Act, 2014. This includes:  

- General information about the Department

- Information about services provided or to be provided to the public

- Our decision making process for major policy proposals

- Financial Information

- Procurement information, and

- The Disclosure Log

12/11/2019WRH03500Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRH03600191. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills when construction 
will commence on the new building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46478/19]

12/11/2019WRH03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The procurement process for 
a bundle of projects is due to commence shortly with the publication of a contract notice to de-
termine a shortlist of interested contractors.  The permanent building for the school referred to 
by the Deputy is part of this bundle of projects.

The procurement process (and the associated tendering to short-listed contractors) for this 
bundle of projects will be ongoing during Q4 2019 and Q1 2020.

It is anticipated that construction of this school building project will commence in Q2 2020.

12/11/2019WRH03800School Accommodation Provision
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12/11/2019WRH03900192. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide temporary accommodation to a school (details supplied) to meet the capacity needs for the 
incoming intake of pupils for September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46495/19]

12/11/2019WRH04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that approval in principle has been given, to the school in question, for interim temporary ac-
commodation.  Officials from my Department are currently liaising with the school authority 
and are awaiting additional information in order to finalise the matter.

12/11/2019WRH04100School Transport Appeals

12/11/2019WRH04200193. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school transport appeal by a person (details supplied). [46500/19]

12/11/2019WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme 
children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from 
and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, 
having regard to ethos and language.

The pupil referred to by the Deputy resides 14.5kms from Foxford Post Primary School, 
his nearest school and 15.4kms from home to his selected school, St Tiernan’s College. Bus 
Eireann have advised that no application for School Transport has been received for the pupil 
for the 2019/20 school year but that there is spare capacity on the service that operates to St 
Tiernan’s College.  

The Deputy also refers to the Remote Area Grant but as the pupil is not attending his nearest 
school the family are not eligible for this grant.

12/11/2019WRH04400Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRH04500194. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new school building and site for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare. 
[46512/19]

12/11/2019WRH04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy has completed Stage 2(b) of architectural planning and has 
been progressed to tender stage.  

The Design Team Leader has advised that it expects to issue the Invitation to Tender to the 
shortlisted contractors in the coming days.   

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.  
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In regard to the site acquisition, good progress is being made and it is anticipated that con-
veyancing will conclude in the very near future. Both legal teams are working on finalising mat-
ters. It is not possible to elaborate on specific details due to commercial sensitivities, however, 
the Department will continue in its commitment to keep the school appraised of progress in the 
transaction.

12/11/2019WRH04700Home Tuition Scheme Provision

12/11/2019WRH04800195. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills if home tuition 
hours will be extended to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [46514/19]

12/11/2019WRH04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Home Tu-
ition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educational 
service for children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable to attend school.

In exceptional cases my Department will consider home tuition applications on behalf 
of students with diagnoses of school phobia and/or associated depression/anxiety which has 
caused major disruption to their attendance at school. 

This exception will only apply where a continued absence from school is required to fa-
cilitate appropriate medical or therapeutic intervention with a view to the reintegration of the 
student in their school.

Home tuition is not an alternative to a school placement and is provided in very limited and 
specific circumstances.  

Generally, grant aid based on a range of between 2 and 10 hours tuition may be approved 
with the allocation reflecting the level of attendance in the previous school year and whether the 
attendance was at primary or post primary level.    

As a general guide, up to 5 hours may be granted to children at primary level while students 
at post primary level may be granted between 2 and 10 hours.   

Based on the information provided in the application referred to by the Deputy, my Depart-
ment sanctioned a Home Tuition grant towards the provision of 5 hours tuition per week.   

The Home Tuition Grant Scheme provides for an appeal process and details are set out in 
the decision letter which issued to the applicant.     

Appeals may be submitted in writing to my Department’s Special Education Section outlin-
ing the reasons for the appeal along with any additional supporting documents or reports, as 
appropriate.

12/11/2019WRH05000Third Level Funding

12/11/2019WRH05100196. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital fund-
ing provided to each university, technological university, institute of technology and college of 
education in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46519/19]

12/11/2019WRH05200197. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding pro-
vided to each university, technological university, institute of technology and college of educa-
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tion in respect of minor works and-or devolved capital grants in each of the past ten years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46520/19]

12/11/2019WRH05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 196 and 197 together.  

I have included a table in relation to capital funding, including devolved grant funding for 
minor works/equipment renewal, provided by my Department to each Higher Education Insti-
tution (HEI) in each of the past ten years. 

The Deputy should be aware that a number of capital projects, particularly in the university 
sector, over the period in question were delivered without funding from my Department.  In all 
cases, the HEIs are the responsible bodies for project delivery and ongoing management. 

Project Ireland 2040 signals Exchequer investment of €2.2 billion in Ireland’s higher educa-
tion infrastructure over the period to 2027.   In that context, my Department and the HEA are 
currently working with the HEIs to advance a range of new infrastructure projects across the 
sector.  

 The HEA is also currently carrying out a review of the Devolved Grant funding model.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-11-12_pq196-12-11-19_en.pdf”>Capital Table</a>]

12/11/2019WRH05500Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRH05600198. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding a new school (details supplied); the stage at which the project is at; when construction 
will commence on the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46533/19]

12/11/2019WRH05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This major building project 
is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being delivered under the 
National Development Plan.   

The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.    

Following the appointment of a replacement consultant architect, the Design Team has re-
viewed the previous Stage 2(b) documentation and upgraded the design to ensure that the new 
school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amend-
ment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.   

A revised Stage 2(b) report has been submitted by the Design Team to the Department for 
review. Upon the commencement of the review of the submitted documentation the Depart-
ment requested the Design Team to submit some additional revised documentation which has 
recently been received. Once the revised Stage 2(b) review is complete the Department will 
revert to the Board of Management regarding the progression of the project.

12/11/2019WRH05800Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRH05900199. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the commence-
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ment and completion date for the building of a new secondary school in the Greystones and 
Kilcoole area of County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46536/19]

12/11/2019WRH06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of permanent 
accommodation for the new post primary school to serve Greystones and Kilcoole requires the 
acquisition of a site by my Department. 

I can confirm a potential site option has been identified and discussions are ongoing with 
the landowner with a view to acquiring this site. It is difficult to indicate a timeframe for any 
site acquisition as each process is unique and in some instances complex issues can arise which 
can cause delays.

Nevertheless, my Department is committed to delivering a site for the new post primary 
school for the Greystones and Kilcoole area of County Wicklow and work is ongoing to achieve 
this as soon as possible.  Once there is sufficient certainty in respect of a site the project to de-
liver the permanent accommodation can advance into the architectural planning stage.

12/11/2019WRJ00200Ministerial Meetings

12/11/2019WRJ00300200. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter will be 
addressed regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46538/19]

12/11/2019WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
an independent review into the governance, HR and financial practices and procedures of the 
University referred to by the Deputy was undertaken in 2017. The findings of that review re-
sulted in a number of recommendations for implementation by the University, some of which 
involved certain staff members, including the employee referred to by the Deputy.

Following publication of the review, my Department and the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) have continued to monitor progress by the University to ensure full implementation of 
the specific recommendations. At a recent meeting with the University, it was advised that these 
recommendations have been implemented in full and consequently my Department is satisfied 
that the issues raised by the employee referred to have been fully investigated and addressed.

In relation to the specific case mentioned by the Deputy, it is the Department’s understand-
ing that the employee has not been suspended by the University.

The issue to be resolved is a matter to be taken forward by the University engaging with the 
staff member, as it relates to an employer-employee relationship. Universities are autonomous 
bodies as set out in the Universities Act 1997 and they are responsible for their own day to day 
affairs, including the management of employment affairs. In that context, I understand that the 
University is still engaged in a process with the employee referred to.

12/11/2019WRJ00500School Staff

12/11/2019WRJ00600201. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the retention of 
a second teacher at a school (details supplied) will be approved in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46539/19]

12/11/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
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relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September.    

Staffing arrangements for the 2020/21 school year have not yet been finalised and so it is not 
possible, at this stage, to confirm a school’s staffing for the 2020/21 school year. The arrange-
ments will be published early in 2020 and at that stage, schools will be able to establish their 
staffing.     

The staffing schedule includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal under 
certain criteria to an independent Primary Staffing Appeals Board. Details of the criteria for ap-
peal will be contained in the staffing schedule when published in the New Year.

12/11/2019WRJ00800Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRJ00900202. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on discussions with the developer for the delivery of a permanent location for a school (details 
supplied) and an extension of the lease for the temporary location. [46541/19]

12/11/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department are examin-
ing all options for interim accommodation for Sept 2020 pending construction of the permanent 
accommodation for the school to which the Deputy refers.

My Department is in contact with the landlord with regard to the possibility of extending 
current arrangements.

12/11/2019WRJ01100Schools Building Projects

12/11/2019WRJ01200203. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 126 of 2 October 2019, the status of acquiring a site; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46543/19]

12/11/2019WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a project to provide permanent accommodation for St. Teresa’s Special School is included 
in my Department’s school building programme to be delivered as part of the National Devel-
opment Plan.  In order to facilitate this project the acquisition of a permanent site is required. 
Unfortunately this has proven challenging to date and the proposed acquisition of an identified 
site proved unsuccessful, despite my Department’s best efforts. 

I can confirm an alternative potential permanent site option for St Teresa’s Special School 
has since been identified. As part of our standard general procedures, a technical site assessment 
is undertaken and this would include the full range of factors which might affect the deliver-
ability and feasibility of the site in question. This assessment is underway at present. Due to 
the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to comment 
further at this stage.

12/11/2019WRJ01400Schools Building Projects

12/11/2019WRJ01500204. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has considered 
a review of the school building projects that have been at stage 2b for a significant amount of 
time (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46579/19]
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12/11/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Project Progress Reports rel-
evant to school major building projects are required to be submitted to the Department on a 
monthly basis.  In accordance with the Design Team Procedures, the Design Team leader has a 
particular responsibility to provide monthly reports to both the Board of Management and the 
Department on progress against the programme and to provide ongoing monthly reports during 
construction.

In cases where monthly progress reports are not being submitted as requested, project up-
dates are sought by my Department on a regular basis from Design Team Leaders. Accordingly, 
there is an on-going review of projects currently at Stage 2(b).

Where projects take longer than expected to progress through Stage 2(b), they have gener-
ally experienced planning difficulties due to a complicated or detailed planning application, ap-
peals to An Board Pleanála, complications around decant arrangements or site issues.  In other 
cases, there have been unavoidable changes to the brief or scope of the project. 

Ensuring that new school buildings are Near Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in compliance 
with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations which in many cases 
involved a second planning application to allow for the installation of photovoltaic panels on 
the roof following receipt of the initial planning permission has over the past year, meant that 
some school building projects have undergone a longer than normal Stage 2(b) process.

In addition, since November 2018, a number of competitions to pre-qualify have been chal-
lenged in the High Court leading to the need to completely redraft the procedures and processes 
involved in pre-qualification.  This has impacted on projects which were not themselves subject 
to a direct challenge.

I am glad to report that four major school building projects that were at Stage 2B for a con-
siderable period of time have recently been progressed to the next stage of architectural plan-
ning, Stage 3 - Tender Stage.

12/11/2019WRJ01700Student Retention Rates

12/11/2019WRJ01800205. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the retention rates of 
students who complete the leaving certificate in second level DEIS schools in each of the years 
2000 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46580/19]

12/11/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Delivery of Equal Op-
portunities in Schools (DEIS) was introduced to selected schools in the 2006/07 academic year. 
The first time the retention rate, where a student sits the Leaving Certificate examination, was 
calculated for DEIS post-primary schools was in 2007. This was for the sixth year of schools 
with DEIS status in the 2006/07 academic year.  The retention rate for DEIS schools did not 
exists prior to 2007. 

Since 2007, the retention rate for DEIS schools has risen from 68.2 per cent to 85 per cent 
in 2017 (see attachment, table 1). The gap between non-DEIS schools and DEIS schools, for 
the same period of time, has reduced from 16.8 to 8.5 percentage points. This is approximately 
an additional 2,500 students sitting their Leaving Certificate examination in DEIS schools since 
the programme was introduced. 

The retention rate for 2018 examination sits is currently being calculated and due for pub-
lication shortly which will be forwarded to the deputy once it is available. The 2019 retention 
rate will be calculated and published in 2020.  
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Table 1: Retention rates of post-primary schools in DEIS, non-DEIS and National rate since 
2007.

Leaving Certifi-
cate Examina-
tion Sit (Year)

DEIS Retention 
Rate (%)

Non-DEIS Re-
tention Rate (%)

DEIS Gap (per-
centage points) 

National Reten-
tion Rate (%)

2017 85.0 93.5 8.5 91.6
2016 84.4 92.9 8.5 91.2
2015 82.7 92.0 9.3 90.2
2014 82.1 92.6 10.5 90.6
2013 80.4 92.6 12.2 90.1
2012 80.1 92.7 12.6 90.2
2011 78.4 91.7 13.3 89.2
2010 73.2 87.4 14.2 84.5
2009 69.9 85.5 15.6 82.2
2008 68.6 84.7 16.1 81.3
2007 68.2 85.0 16.8 81.3

12/11/2019WRJ02000School Services Staff

12/11/2019WRJ02100206. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to address the situation in which many school secretaries receive no holiday pay, sick pay 
or occupational pension provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46583/19]

12/11/2019WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very impor-
tant work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have 
spoken to a number of staff about their employment conditions and understand the issues they 
have raised. 

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries and caretakers in certain schools, al-
lowing schools with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer 
than 1.5 secretaries; schools with enrolments of 626-699 to fill vacancies provided they have 
fewer than two secretary posts filled, and schools of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies 
provided they have fewer than two caretakers.  These measures will take effect from September 
2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken 
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on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for 
terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The increases recommended by the Arbitrator are binding and must be applied by all schools 
who employ staff to whom the Arbitrator’s recommendation applies.  My Department receives 
informal correspondence by telephone in respect of grant-funded secretary and caretaker cir-
culars, as regularly occurs with the publication of pay circulars.  Advice is provided on the 
implementation of the circular and the appropriate steps to take.  Secretaries and Caretakers 
who have queries regarding the application of the circular should raise queries directly with 
their individual employer / Board of Management.  

In addition, the recent survey of Secretaries and Caretakers has identified some schools that 
are non-compliant with the provisions of the 2015 Arbitration Agreement, and my Department 
will be making contact with these schools to remind them of their obligations under the agree-
ment, as implemented through various circulars. The links below will bring you to the most 
recent circulars in respect of the pay increases under the 2015 Arbitration Agreement.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0076_2018.pdf

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0077_2018.pdf

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.
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12/11/2019WRJ02300Schools Data

12/11/2019WRJ02400207. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of primary schools that are not designated feeder schools to a post-primary school; the way in 
which he plans to ensure that primary schools are each a designated feeder school to at least one 
post-primary school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46591/19]

12/11/2019WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to school admis-
sions, it is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrol-
ment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998. My Department’s main responsibility 
is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places 
in the area. 

A Board of Management may find it necessary to prioritise enrolment of children from 
particular areas or on the basis of some other criterion, including giving priority to applicants 
who have attended a particular primary school known as a feeder school.  The criteria to be 
applied by schools in such circumstances and the order of priority are a matter for the schools 
themselves. 

New schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand are required to prioritise 
enrolments from within the school planning area which the school was established to serve. 
This does not preclude new schools established since 2011 from enrolling pupils from outside 
of the designated school planning area where it has capacity to do so, rather it reflects the need 
to accommodate in the first instance the demographic for which the school was established. 

The requirement on new schools established since 2011 to prioritise enrolment from a par-
ticular school planning area(s) does not apply to or impact on the majority of existing schools 
established prior to 2011.

12/11/2019WRJ02600School Management

12/11/2019WRJ02700208. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 240 of 5 November 2019, the date on which replies were sent to a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46593/19]

12/11/2019WRJ02800209. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 241 of 5 November 2019, the reason for stakeholder engage-
ment regarding appropriate education provision for the students at a school (details supplied) 
in view of section 15 of the Education Act 1998 which provides that the board of management 
must provide an appropriate education to the students; if he is satisfied that each student is in 
receipt of an appropriate education at the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46594/19]

12/11/2019WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 208 and 209 together.

My Department has received a large volume of correspondence from the person to whom 
the Deputy refers and has responded to many of the issues raised. 

My Department is currently engaging with the school, and with relevant stakeholders, in-
cluding the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), HSE, school patron and trustees, 
in relation to the educational provision in place for the students in the school. 
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The NCSE is an independent agency under the remit of my Department, with a statutory 
function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children 
with special educational needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE). 

My Department is due to meet with school authorities this month to discuss the recommen-
dations contained in the Inspector’s report and related matters.

A full response will not issue to the person referred to by the Deputy, until the above process 
has been completed.

12/11/2019WRJ03100Third Level Funding

12/11/2019WRJ03200210. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the investment 
made in public and private higher education as a proportion of national income, that is GDP and 
GNI; the way in which this compares to key competitor countries such as the UK, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46595/19]

12/11/2019WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Higher education is structured 
and funded in a wide variety of ways and arrangements are highly dependent on the context and 
circumstances of each individual country.   

The OECD Report, “Education at a Glance 2019” provides data on the structure, finances 
and performance of education systems in the OECD countries, and a number of partner coun-
tries, and provides data on investment in Higher Education across the OECD. The data refers 
to the 2016 financial year and the data is not calculated as a proportion of GNI but rather as a 
proportion of GDP, as that is the approach the OECD uses across the board.  

The OECD reports total expenditure for Ireland on Higher Education in 2016 at 0.8 % of 
GDP.  This compares to an EU23 average of 1.25% in that year.  Using the CSO’s recommended 
modified GNI measure which more accurately represents the size of the Irish economy (rather 
than GDP which is distorted by certain foreign investment activities), Ireland’s Higher Educa-
tion expenditure is estimated to be at 1.25% of GNI.   

In 2016 the OECD also reports that Ireland was spending a higher proportion of total public 
expenditure on Higher Education at 2.6% compared to the EU[23] average of 2.5% . 

2016 is a relatively low baseline for public spending on Higher Education in Ireland. Since 
2016, my Department has significantly increased investment in Higher Education through the 
budgetary process.  2020 will see planned current Higher Education spending increase by 25% 
compared to 2016. 

At €1.88bn, 2020 will see the highest level to date of spend on higher education in a single 
year.  This investment will be used to respond to demographic pressures and to underpin a 
range of initiatives in the higher education sector, including a new research initiative, a sub-
stantial investment in the evolution of Technological Universities,  significant skills-enhancing 
opportunities for individuals, sectors and regions most vulnerable to Brexit as well as updating 
skills more generally to prepare Ireland’s society and economy for a future world of work trans-
formed by technology and automation.

12/11/2019WRJ03400Direct Provision System
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12/11/2019WRJ03500211. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the access per-
sons living in direct provision have to further and higher education with their local education 
and training boards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46597/19]

12/11/2019WRJ03600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
All protection applicants, including those living in direct provision,  can access ESOL (English 
Speakers of Other Languages) education from their local Education and Training Board (ETB).  
Additional literacy supports may be provided for those with existing literacy needs in their own 
languages.

Access to the broader range of Further Education and Training (FET) delivered by ETBs is 
provided to protection applicants who hold Labour Market Access (LMA) permission.  Courses 
in general (aside from ESOL) may require a level of competency in spoken and written English 
and some courses hold specific educational or vocational requirements for entry.  While access 
to the majority of FET programmes is free of charge, participation in the Post Leaving Certifi-
cate (PLC) programme, in common with higher education provision, is subject to the payment 
of fees that apply to international learners.

Protection applicants are not eligible to access the SUSI grant scheme that is available to 
PLC and higher education students.  However, a Pilot Support Scheme provides supports along 
similar lines to the SUSI grant scheme (including meeting the cost of fees) and is available to 
eligible persons in the asylum, subsidiary protection or leave to remain process. Details of the 
2019/20 Pilot Support Scheme can be accessed on my Department’s website at https://www.
education.ie/en/Learners/Services/Pilot-Support-Scheme/Pilot-Support-Scheme.html

12/11/2019WRJ03700Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRJ03800212. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46598/19]

12/11/2019WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.  This 
delivery programme uses a professional external Project Management team to progress the 
project through the stages of architectural planning, tendering and construction.  

An application for Planning Permission in respect of the works was submitted to the relevant 
Local Authority in July 2019.  A request for further information was received in August 2019.

My Department’s Design and Build Project Management team are actively working on this 
Request for Further Information (RFI)  and a response will be issued as soon as possible.

As with all school projects, the exact timeframe for delivery of the project will be dependent 
on the grant of planning permission.

12/11/2019WRJ04000Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRJ04100213. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the role his De-
partment is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in 
this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or com-
munication. [46627/19]
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12/11/2019WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Government Task Force 
on Emergency Planning is the top-level structure which gives policy and direction, and which 
co-ordinates and oversees the emergency planning activities of all Government departments 
and public authorities. This task force takes the lead in running the “Be Winter Ready” cam-
paign each year. The Department of Education & Skills is represented on this task force.

The “Be Winter Ready” campaign highlights the ‘Whole of Government’ approach being 
taken to Winter preparations.  This approach has been seen during recent storms which posed 
challenges for Communities, Businesses, Government Departments and Agencies.

The Department of Education & Skills will incur no expenditure on external consultancy, 
advertising or communication as part of this campaign.

12/11/2019WRJ04300Minor Works Scheme Applications

12/11/2019WRJ04400214. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects to 
process minor works grant applications; his views on whether school managements need clarity 
on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46651/19]

12/11/2019WRJ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department announced 
yesterday that the Minor Works Grant for the 2019/20 school year will be paid to all primary 
schools during the first half of December.  

This follows a commitment under Project Ireland 2040 that the Minor Works Grant will be 
paid in either December or January of the school year to all primary schools.  

All primary schools will receive a flat rate Minor Works Grant of €5,500 plus €18.50 per 
mainstream pupil and €74 per special needs pupil attending a special school or special class. 
The grant is worth €6,425 for a 50 pupil school and over €11,000 for a 300 pupil school. The 
grant amounts to €29m across all primary schools.  

Schools can use the Minor Works Grant for improvements to the physical infrastructure of 
the school, improvement or replacement of mechanical and electrical services, the purchase of 
standard furniture and physical education equipment, the purchase of floor coverings and win-
dow blinds, and the purchase of IT related equipment.  Schools are advised of the importance 
of using the grant to address any fire safety prevention works

12/11/2019WRJ04600Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRJ04700215. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 510 of 6 September 2019, the progress made in the decanting 
of students during the period of the construction of a new school building (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46664/19]

12/11/2019WRJ04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has received 
correspondence from the school to which the Deputy refers in relation to a suggested decant 
proposal during construction.  The school has been advised that any proposals in relation to 
decant would need to be discussed in the first instance with the school’s design team and would 
then require the submission of a fully costed Brief Change Request by the design team to the 
Department.     

The Department has recently sought further clarification from the school in relation to its 
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temporary accommodation and decant proposal and again re-iterated the steps that need to be 
followed in relation to same.    

A response to this correspondence is currently awaited.

12/11/2019WRJ04900Schools Building Projects Status

12/11/2019WRJ05000216. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the construction of a school building (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46669/19]

12/11/2019WRJ05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) 
- Detailed Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of 
tender documents.     

A replacement Quantity Surveyor has been appointed to the project, who is currently work-
ing with the Design Team members on the completion of the Stage 2(b) submission, which will 
incorporate NZEB requirements.   

The Design Team is currently finalising work on the Stage 2(b) submission which is ex-
pected to be submitted shortly to the Department for review.    

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, the Department will be in contact 
with the school regarding the further progression of this project at that time.   

My Department has received correspondence from the school in relation to a suggested 
decant proposal during construction.  The school has been advised that any proposals in rela-
tion to decant would need to be discussed in the first instance with the school’s design team and 
would then require the submission of a fully costed Brief Change Request by the design team 
to the Department.     

The Department has recently sought further clarification from the school in relation to its 
temporary accommodation and decant proposal and again re-iterated the steps that need to be 
followed in relation to same.    

A response to this correspondence is currently awaited.

12/11/2019WRJ05200Visa Applications

12/11/2019WRJ05300217. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46234/19]

12/11/2019WRJ05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that appeals against the initial decisions on these visa applications were received on 10 Sep-
tember 2019 in the Abu Dhabi Visa Office. These appeals will be given full consideration and a 
decision will issue in due course.  To be fair to all applicants, appeal applications are dealt with 
strictly in chronological order. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
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has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

12/11/2019WRJ05500Land Ownership

12/11/2019WRJ05600218. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rights of land-
holders in combating trespassing on their lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46505/19]

12/11/2019WRJ05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The property rights of 
landowners are protected under the Constitution and these rights are further protected under tort 
law. The tort of trespass to land is committed where a person, without lawful reason or justifica-
tion, intentionally or negligently enters onto, or remains on, land in the possession of another 
person. Moreover, a person who enters land with lawful permission may become a trespasser 
where he or she breaches the terms of such permission. In such cases, the landowner may com-
mence civil proceedings in order to protect his or her property rights.

Under section 19C of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994, as amended by the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2002, a person shall not, without the duly given con-
sent of the owner, enter and occupy any land, or bring onto or place on any land any object, 
where such entry or occupation or the bringing onto or placing on the land of such object is 
likely to substantially damage the land, substantially and prejudicially affect any amenity in 
respect of the land, or prevent persons entitled to use the land or any amenity in respect of the 
land from making reasonable use of the land or amenity. A person found guilty of this offence 
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €4,000 or to a term of imprison-
ment not exceeding one month, or to both.

12/11/2019WRJ05800Garda Deployment

12/11/2019WRJ05900219. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank assigned to Kevin Street Garda station in each of the past ten years to 31 Oc-
tober 2019. [46041/19]

12/11/2019WRJ06000220. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank assigned to Kilmainham Garda station in each of the past ten years to 31 Oc-
tober 2019. [46042/19]

12/11/2019WRJ06100221. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank assigned to Crumlin Garda station in each of the past ten years to 31 October 
2019. [46043/19]

12/11/2019WRJ06200222. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank assigned to Sundrive Garda station in each of the past ten years to 31 October 
2019. [46044/19]

12/11/2019WRJ06300223. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank assigned to Ballyfermot Garda station in each of the past ten years to 31 Oc-
tober 2019. [46045/19]

12/11/2019WRJ06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 219 to 223, inclusive, together.

It is important to be clear that under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda 
Commissioner has responsibility for management of An Garda Síochána and for the allocation 
and efficient use of Garda resources. This includes responsibility for personnel matters and the 
distribution of personnel across the various Garda Divisions.  As Minister I have no direct role 
in these matters.  I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of re-
sources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.

As the Deputy will be aware, a record €1.76 billion was allocated to the Garda Vote for 
2019, as well as capital investment amounting to €92 million this year and this is increasing to 
an unprecedented €1.882 billion for 2020.

In relation to the 5 Garda stations referred to by the Deputy, I would point out that the num-
ber of Gardaí by rank, attached to each Garda station is available on my Department’s website 
and is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Síochána. This informa-
tion is available at the following link. 

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Station_2009_
to_September_2019.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_September_2019.xlsx.

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.

For more general information on Garda facts and figures, the Deputy may also wish to see 
the information on the link below:

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

12/11/2019WRK00600Crime Levels

12/11/2019WRK00700224. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual 
number of crimes by category recorded by Garda stations (details supplied) in each of the past 
ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46046/19]

12/11/2019WRK00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) is the responsible authority for official recorded 
crime statistics. The CSO publishes these frequently and the Deputy and any other member of 
the public may review statistical releases on the CSO website through this link: www.cso.ie/en/
statistics/crimeandjustice/.

The Deputy may also be interested to note the CSO Crime Counting Rules document, avail-
able at the following link https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?
maintable=CJA07&PLanguage=0.

That document sets out the approach to recording of criminal offences as being against the 
Garda sub-district in which the particular offence was committed.  

“A.6   

A criminal offence should be recorded (and counted) against the Garda Sub-district in 
which the particular offence was committed. Where the place of commission cannot be deter-
mined the offence should be recorded against the Garda Sub-district in which it was reported. 
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Criminal offences under Irish law that are committed abroad (such as those under the Sexual 
Offences (Jurisdiction) Act, 1996) should be recorded against the Garda Sub-district in which 
it was reported.”

I understand that it is possible to search CSO Table CJA07, which breaks down data by 
offence group and Garda station, by post code of the relevant Garda station or indeed by place-
name.

12/11/2019WRK00900Garda Data

12/11/2019WRK01000225. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí assigned to the local drugs units attached to Garda stations (details supplied) in each 
of the past ten years. [46048/19]

12/11/2019WRK01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the administration and management 
of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it.

12/11/2019WRK01200International Protection

12/11/2019WRK01300226. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the de-
lay between an initial application for refugee status from the International Protection Office, the 
notification that the application is successful and a letter from his Department confirming same, 
which the applicant needs to receive a GNIB card. [46054/19]

12/11/2019WRK01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): International protection 
is a complex legal process driven by both national and international law which works to protect 
the rights of those genuinely seeking protection by ensuring that all applications are examined 
in a consistently rigorous and fair manner. This means treating all applications on their indi-
vidual merits which inevitably takes time.

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 (‘the 2015 Act’) on 
31 December 2016, the International Protection Office (IPO) inherited a significant backlog of 
cases already in train under the Refugee Act, 1996.  In keeping with the principle of fairness, 
these older cases had to be processed first, resulting in delays for new applications made from 
that time.

In addition to the complexities of each case at an operational level, many applicants for in-
ternational protection do not speak English.  Therefore, the requirement to ensure that the facts 
of each case are recorded accurately often involves both interpretation and document transla-
tion which can add to the overall time it takes to process an individual case.

Applicants can assist in ensuring the more efficient processing of their applications.  Com-
pletion of the IPO2 International Protection Questionnaire is a key element of the protection 
process.  The sooner this document is returned, the sooner it can be translated and the applica-
tion can progress to the next stage of the process.  Similarly, the personal interview is at the core 
of the protection process.  Applicants should ensure that they do not postpone these interviews 
without good reason as this will delay the processing of their claim.
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The Deputy will be interested to note that applications for international protection have in-
creased year on year since the commencement of the 2015 Act: 

Year No. of Applications for asylum/international pro-
tection

2016 2,244
2017 2,926
2018 3,673
2019 3,762 (to end September)
Applications in September 2019 alone saw a 42% increase on the figure for the same period 

in 2018.  When applications for persons arriving in Ireland under the EU relocation mechanism 
are excluded, the increase for the same period in 2018 rises to 60.2%.

A recommendation letter from the International Protection Office is not in itself a grant 
or status letter but, rather, a recommendation as to whether a grant of international protec-
tion should be made or not made. 

Once the necessary due diligence has been carried out by my Department, a declaration of 
status will issue as soon as possible.  Recommendations received from the International Pro-
tection Office and decisions of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal are processed in 
chronological order based on the date the file is received  from the IPO or IPAT. 

I am assured that applicants receive a decision as soon as possible following a recommenda-
tion letter from the IPO in relation to their application.

12/11/2019WRK01500Immigration Status

12/11/2019WRK01600227. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a person 
(details supplied) is still awaiting a GNIB card having successfully applied for refugee status in 
March 2019; and when the International Protection Office will be in a position to confirm same 
in writing in order to facilitate the granting of a GNIB card. [46055/19]

12/11/2019WRK01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, for reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to com-
ment on whether an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State.

An applicant for such protection status, or their legal representative, should contact ei-
ther the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

However, I can inform the Deputy that an applicant for international protection is awarded 
international protection, whether refugee status or subsidiary protection status, upon a declara-
tion of status being issued from the Ministerial Decisions Unit of the Immigration Service of my 
Department. This is done on foot of a grant recommendation from the International Protection 
Office (IPO) or a decision of the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) to set aside a 
refusal recommendation of the IPO. The Ministerial Decisions Unit processes the recommen-
dations received from the International Protection Office and the decisions of the International 
Protection Appeals Tribunal in chronological order based on the date the file is received in that 
Unit. Once the necessary due diligence has been carried out by the Ministerial Decisions Unit, 
a declaration of status will issue as soon as possible. 

The International Protection Office may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by tele-
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phone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service 
Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

The International Protection Appeals Tribunal may be contacted either: by email to info@
protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing 
to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover 
Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

 The Ministerial Decisions Unit operates an email service for responding to queries -  mdu-
info@justice.ie.  Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made 
directly to the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail fa-
cility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
parliamentary questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or 
too long awaited.

12/11/2019WRK01800Prison Staff

12/11/2019WRK01900228. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the name 
of each person appointed as governor in each prison and place of detention; the dates of each 
respective appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46075/19]

12/11/2019WRK02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that the name of each person currently appointed as Governor in each prison 
and the dates of each respective appointment to their current position is in the following table.  

It should be noted that since 15th July 2019, the status of Wheatfield has changed from a 
Place of Detention to a Prison.

Further information is available on the website of the Irish Prison Service www.irishprisons.
ie. 

Prison Grade Name Date of Appointment 
to current position

Arbour Hill Acting Governor III Joe Hernon 5/10/19
Castlerea Governor II Martin Reilly 9/12/09
Cloverhill Campus Governor Martin O’Neill 10/10/15

Governor II Frances Daly 3/9/16
Governor III Tony Harris 2/6/18

Cork Governor II Pat Dawson 1/9/15
Limerick Governor II Mark Kennedy 26/9/15
Loughan House Governor III Mark Lydon 5/1/19
Midlands Acting Governor I Mary E Gavin 2/6/18

Governor III Dave Conroy 2/6/18
Mountjoy Female Governor III Raymond Murtagh 14/9/19
Mountjoy Male Acting Governor I Edward Mullins 16/6/18

Governor III Geraldine Carrick 9/6/18
Portlaoise Governor I John Farrell 2/6/18

Governor III Ultan Moran 2/6/18
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Prison Grade Name Date of Appointment 
to current position

Shelton Abbey Governor III Joseph Donohue 4/1/19
Wheatfield Campus Governor Martin O’Neill 10/10/15

Governor II Frances Daly 3/9/16
Governor III Maria Connolly 15/8/18

12/11/2019WRK02100Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRK02200229. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46096/19]

12/11/2019WRK02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that Standing Order 164A of Dáil Eireann Standing Orders 2016 and Standing Order 168 of 
Seanad Eireann Standing Orders 2017 provide that “twelve months following the enactment of 
a Bill, save in the case of the Finance Bill and the Appropriation Bill, the member of the Gov-
ernment or Minister of State who is officially responsible for implementation of the Act shall 
provide a report which shall review the functioning if the Act and which shall be laid in the 
Parliamentary library.”

The information requested by the Deputy of the date of publication and details of post-en-
actment reports published by my Department since March 2011 is set out below in tabular form.

I can further confirm to the Deputy that work is underway in my Department to complete 
such reports on a number of other Acts.

Post-Enactment Reports – Department of Justice & Equality  

No. Title of Act Date of publication of Post-
enactment Report

1 Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014 5 May 2015
2 Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-

sion Act 2014
13 July 2015

3 Redress for Women Resident in Certain 
Institutions Act 2015

1 March 2016

4 Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance) 
(Amendment) Act 2015

22 March 2017

5 Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and 
Certain Disclosures) Act 2016

22 March 2017

6 Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and 
DNA Database System) Act 2014

19 June 2017

7 Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 28 July 2017 
8 Court of Appeal Act 2014 20 February 2018 
9 Courts Act 2015 20 February 2018
10 Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 27 February 2018 
11 Garda Síochána (Amendment) Act 2015 09 March 2018
12 Garda Síochána (Policing Authority and 

Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015
9 March 2018
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No. Title of Act Date of publication of Post-
enactment Report

13 Equality (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2015

22 March 2018

14 Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 29 March 2018
15 Criminal Justice (Suspended Sentences of 

Imprisonment) Act 2017
29 March 2018

16 Courts Act 2017 18 May 2018
17 Criminal Justice Act 2017 7 August 2018 
18 Criminal Justice (Burglary of Dwellings) 

Act 2015
30 August 2018 

19 Criminal Justice (Offences Relating to 
Information systems) Act 2017

12 September 2018

20 Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 
2017

22 November 2018

21 Mediation Act 2017 4 January 2019
22 Civil Liability (Amendment) Act 2017 4 January 2019 
23 Children and Family Relationships Act 

2015
7 January 2019

24 Marriage Act 2015 11 April 2019 
25 Thirty-fourth Amendment of the Constitu-

tion (Marriage Equality) Act 2015
11 April 2019

26 Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 
2015

12 April 2019

27 Domestic Violence Act 2018 16 July 2019
28 Intoxicating Liquor (Amendment) Act 

2018
22 August 2019

29 Data Protection Act 2018 23 August 2019
30 Intoxicating Liquor (Breweries and Distill-

eries) Act 2018
27 August 2019

12/11/2019WRK02400Garda Transport Data

12/11/2019WRK02500230. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda cars and vans attached to Garda R and J districts as of 1 January 2019 and 28 October 
2019, in tabular form. [46149/19]

12/11/2019WRK02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing 
and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. He is also responsible 
for the efficient use of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. This includes 
responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles across the various Divisions.  As Minister, I 
have no role in these matters. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their op-
timum use.

The responsibility for the efficient deployment of all official Garda vehicles within each Di-
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vision lies with the Divisional Officer, who may allocate vehicles between stations as required 
by operational circumstances.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Coolock (R District) & Raheny  (J District) 
Garda Districts are part of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Division. I am fur-
ther informed by the Garda authorities that the following table sets out the number and type of 
Garda vehicles assigned to the DMR R and J Districts as of 31 October 2019.

 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 Others Total

COOLOCK-R 22 3 0 0 0 25
RAHENY-J 18 3 0 0 0 21
I am further informed that the following table sets out the number of Garda cars and vans 

attached to the DMR R and J Districts as on 1 January 2019.

 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 Others Total

COOLOCK-R 21 3 0 0 0 24
RAHENY-J 16 4 0 0 0 20
Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the resources provided by Government to 

An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion, 
increasing to an unprecedented €1.88 billion for 2020.  

Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, including a to-
tal of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  I understand from 
the Garda authorities that this year’s capital allocation of €10million for the Garda fleet is  being 
used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational use this year. A further €9 
million capital funding has been allocated for the Garda fleet in Budget 2020.

This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

12/11/2019WRK02700Family Reunification

12/11/2019WRK02800231. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a residence permit 
will be issued in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46156/19]

12/11/2019WRK02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As set out in the Gov-
ernment’s Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification, an immigration permission 
granted for the purposes of family reunification will be dependent on the continued residence 
status of the sponsor.  In the event of the death of the sponsor, departure from the State of the 
sponsor, divorce or annulment of a civil partnership, the family member must notify my De-
partment and may apply for a change of status. The “changed status” which may be granted to 
the family member will depend on that family member’s new situation (e.g. are they working, 
studying, dependent on another resident, etc.) and the circumstances of the change. 

The circumstances of the case will be considered on its own individual merits, and taking 
into account factors such as the length of time the sponsor has resided in the State, compliance 
with previous immigration conditions, conduct, the duration of the relationship, any children 
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of the relationship. Where a sponsor dies, a sympathetic view would be taken.  As a guideline, 
a person who has resided in the State for two years prior to the death of the sponsor should be 
granted immigration permission in their own right.  

If a person wishes to apply for a change to their immigration status, they should submit the 
following documentation:

- Death Certificate for the sponsor

- Applicant’s current tenancy agreement

- Applicant’s recent Utility Bills

- Applicant’s previous 6 months bank statements

- Letter regarding applicant’s business/employment

- Applicant’s 3 recent payslips

- Applicant’s confirmation of private medical insurance cover

Documentation should be submitted to Unit 5, Domestic Residence and Permissions Divi-
sion, Immigration Service Delivery, Department of Justice and Equality, PO Box 12695, Dublin 
2. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/11/2019WRK03000Departmental Funding

12/11/2019WRK03100232. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the amount being 
issued to an organisation (details supplied) will be reviewed. [46173/19]

12/11/2019WRK03200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The National Collective of Community based Women’s Networks (NCCWN) consists of 17 
women’s groups located in various parts of the country, and is involved broadly in activa-
tion and outreach for disadvantaged women. In 2019, my Department provided funding of 
€1,439,000 to the NCCWN.  This funding is towards salaries, administration and overhead 
costs incurred in the implementation of the activities set out in the agreed Women’s Equality 
and Development Programme, NCCWN Support Scheme to Enhance the Inclusion of Women 
in Communities 2019, in line with the objectives contained in the National Strategy for Women 
and Girls 2017-2020. 

The allocation provided for this organisation in 2020 will be €1,490,000, an increase of 
€51,000.

12/11/2019WRK03300Garda Reports

12/11/2019WRK03400233. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
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been drawn to a practice by which gardaí do not release reports to motor insurance companies 
without a fee being paid by the insurance company to the Garda station; if this is common prac-
tice; his views on whether it is having a negative impact on the processing of insurance claims; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46186/19]

12/11/2019WRK03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act, 2005, as amended, the Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for the administration and management of An Garda Síochána.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that persons involved in road collisions, their legal 
advisers, insurers or other interested parties, may, on written request and on payment of the 
prescribed fee, be supplied with an abstract report, copies of statements of witnesses, sketches 
and maps of the scene.

I am further advised that abstracts are not supplied until any criminal proceedings are con-
cluded and, in the case of fatal traffic collisions, until the inquest concerning the death has been 
completed by the Coroner.

I am informed that the fee for provision of an abstract report stands at €60 and the fee for 
providing a copy of a statement increased to €40, with effect from 7 October, 2011.  I am in-
formed that since 2017 and under HQ Directive 36/2017, fees in respect of collisions resulting 
in serious injury have been capped at €1000, and fees are not applied in the cases of road fatali-
ties.

Finally, I am informed that the fees charged are intended to recoup the administration costs 
to An Garda Síochána in providing these materials, such as staff time in processing the requests 
for abstracts and statements and disbursement costs such as stationary, photocopying and post-
age. I understand that these fees are kept under ongoing review.

12/11/2019WRK03600Human Trafficking

12/11/2019WRK03700234. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has 
taken on foot of correspondence from four special rapporteurs of the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights raising allegations of people trafficking and exploitation of 
migrant fishermen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46212/19]

12/11/2019WRK03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The correspondence re-
ferred to by the Deputy was received by my Department in February 2019 and a response to 
same issued from my Department on 29 March 2019. The Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade has advised that the response was received by the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights on 12 April 2019. A full copy of the response to this correspondence is available 
on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights -   https://spcommre-
ports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadFile?gId=34620.

The Atypical Scheme for non-EEA Crew in the Irish Fishing Fleet was established as a 
cross Departmental response to address the matter of non-EEA workers on certain categories 
of vessels in the Irish fishing fleet.  A number of Departments are involved in the scheme and 
it is monitored by an Oversight Committee, chaired by the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Marine with members from relevant Departments and State Agencies, including my own 
Department.

The application process includes the drawing up of a contract which includes, for example, 
payment of wages in line with the minimum wage that the medical needs of the employee must 
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be provided for by the employer and when an employment is terminated the employer must 
repatriate the employee to their home country. 

This contract, prepared by a solicitor practising in the State on behalf of the employer, is 
submitted in the first instance to the Central Depository administered by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and thereafter an application is made to Immigration Service 
Delivery in my Department for an immigration permission. 

I am advised that each contract is certified by a solicitor as follows: 
  that the terms of the scheme are met
  that the conditions of employment are in accordance with the relevant legislation and that annual wages are not less than the National Minimum Wage – currently €9.80 per hour and
  that there is a statement from the vessel owner that they will enroll the crew member in a Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) Safety Training Scheme prior to commencement of employment.

  It should be noted that the Scheme requires that the crew member be provided a copy of 
their contract of employment in both English and in their native language.

The enforcement of appropriate employment law is not a matter for my Department. Primary 
responsibility for this matter is shared between the Workplace Relations Commission (enforce-
ment) and the Department of Employment, Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP – Policy).

Any abuses or otherwise of the employment conditions of any non-EEA National in the 
Irish fishing industry is a matter for the Workplace Relations Commission, the Marine Survey 
Office, the Gardaí and other appropriate authorities of the State.

The vessels encompassed by the scheme are subject to regular inspection by a number of 
State Agencies. The WRC in particular has inspected  all but two of the 171 vessels within the 
scope of the scheme a number of times, and maintains a risk-based inspection and compliance 
regime which is informed by intelligence, including information from concerned NGOs. There 
have been four multi-agency specifically targeted operations within the sea fishing industry 
between October 2016 and present, and robust engagement will continue.

Where an individual believes themselves to be a victim of human trafficking or where an-
other person believes that this situation applies, they should contact An Garda Síochána (AGS), 
or an NGO or State authority (e.g. WRC) who will be able to refer their case to AGS. AGS will 
be in a position to take the victim to a place of safety and arrange for immediate accommoda-
tion, food and medical needs.

AGS will refer the person’s case to the competent authority for the identification of victims, 
the Human Trafficking investigation and Coordination Unit (HTICU) of AGS.

Where an individual is identified as a suspected victim of human trafficking by HTICU 
they will be eligible to receive State supports and services, including immigration permission, 
through the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) to assist their recovery.

I am informed by my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport that Ireland 
supports the International Labour Organisation Work in Fishing Convention 2007 (No. 188), 
which seeks to ensure decent conditions of work in the commercial fishing sector.  I am further 
informed that a provision is to be included in the Merchant Shipping (International Conven-
tions) Bill currently being prepared by the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport which 
will enable Ireland to ratify and implement the ILO Work in Fishing Convention.  I understand 
that secondary legislation is also required in order to facilitate compliance with obligations un-
der the Convention. Furthermore, I also understand that work is at an advanced stage in the De-
partment of Transport, Tourism & Sport on the transposition of EU Directive 2017/159 which 
will implement the standards of the Convention. The Directive aims to enhance the working 
and living conditions for fishers working on vessels registered in an EU member state.

12/11/2019WRK03900Migration Data
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12/11/2019WRK04000235. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of minors 
living here without residency status; the measures he is taking to provide these minors with 
residency status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46213/19]

12/11/2019WRK04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, irregular migration, by its very nature, is clandestine. It is not uncommon for people 
who are here illegally to go to extreme lengths to avoid contact with the authorities. Conse-
quently, it is inherently difficult to quantify the extent of irregular migration.  This is particu-
larly so with respect to minors.

I recognise that there are some cases where young people have grown up here but who, as 
a result of their parents’ illegal status, find themselves in a difficult situation. My officials and I 
have ongoing engagement with non-governmental organisations about these cases.  I met with 
the Migrant Rights Council of Ireland in June of this year to discuss the issue of children who 
have grown up here in such circumstances. The MRCI presented an outline proposal to deal 
with legacy cases of people who have been undocumented for six years or more for consider-
ation. I assured the MRCI that I am willing to explore all legal solutions.

However, it is important to emphasise once again that when it comes to people living here 
illegally, the only option for regularisation is on a case by case basis. People must engage with 
the authorities if they wish to be permitted, legally, to remain here.

For those who are in the State illegally, a full consideration of all aspects of their case is 
carried out before a decision is made to grant permission to remain in the State or to make a 
Deportation Order. This will include a consideration of their private and family life rights, in 
accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights. 

I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to contact the 
Immigration Service of my Department or their local immigration office and to take all appro-
priate steps to regularise their status.

12/11/2019WRK04200Garda Data

12/11/2019WRK04300236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of sworn and unsworn members of An Garda Síochána on sick leave; the number in receipt of 
pay; the number absent due to occupational injuries with pay; the number absent due to non-
occupational injuries with pay; the number on sick leave without pay in each category; the cost 
to date in 2019; the cost in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46235/19]

12/11/2019WRK04400237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of 
sick pay within An Garda Síochána for the past five years by occupational and non-occupation-
al absences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46236/19]

12/11/2019WRK04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 236 and 237 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for carrying on and man-
aging and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. This 
includes responsibility for personnel and human resources matters. I do not have a direct role as 
Minister in the matters raised by the Deputy. 

However, I have requested the information sought by the Deputy.  I am informed by the 
Garda authorities that the following table details the number of Garda members and staff absent 
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on sick leave due to occupational and non-occupational illness or injury. 

Garda Members absent on sick leave as of 5/11/2019: 

Occupational Injuries/Ill-
ness/Injury On   Duty

Non-Occupational Injuries/
Illness

Total

153 489 642
Garda Staff absent on sick leave as of 5/11/2019:

Occupational Injuries/Illness Non-Occupational Injuries/
Illness

Total

2 95 97
I am informed by the Garda authorities that they are not in a position to provide the details 

of the number with/without pay in each category.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the provisions for the payment of sick leave in respect of non-
occupational injuries/illness are set out in the Public Service (Management) Sick Leave Regu-
lations 2014 (SI 124 of 2014), as amended by the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2015 (SI 384 of 2015).

I understand that the provisions for the payment of Sick Leave in respect of occupational in-
juries/ illness for Garda Staff are set out in Department of Finance Circular 25/75 and for Garda 
Members in the Garda Síochána (Finance) Code.

Finally, the Deputy may be interested to know that the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform publishes statistics in relation to sick leave and costings for each sector on an an-
nual basis. The figures for 2018 are available on their website https://hr.per.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/Appendix-A_-Sectoral-Statistics-2018-and-Trends-2013-2018_V2.FINAL_.pdf.

12/11/2019WRK04700Garda Compensation

12/11/2019WRK04800238. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the State is 
liable for the legal costs on both sides of the claim in respect of compensation claims lodged 
by sworn and non-sworn members of An Garda Síochána; if so, the number of such claims; 
the nature of the claims; if they relate to sworn or non-sworn members in each of the past five 
years; the Vote that is liable and-or accountable for the liability; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46237/19]

12/11/2019WRK04900243. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a contingent 
liability is in place for compensation claims within An Garda Síochána; if so, the amount; if it 
relates to sworn and unsworn members; the vote this is attached to; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46243/19]

12/11/2019WRK05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 238 and 243 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Síochána (Compensation) Acts, 1941 and 1945 
provide for a scheme of compensation for sworn members of An Garda Síochána who are ma-
liciously injured in the course of their duty or in relation to the performance of their duties as 
members of An Garda Síochána and for the dependants of members who have died from inju-
ries maliciously inflicted on them. 
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In relation to the specific issues raised by the Deputy, I can confirm that sworn members 
of An Garda Síochána are eligible to make an application for compensation under the Garda 
Síochána (Compensation) Acts, 1941 and 1945, as amended.  In these cases, the State is liable 
for legal costs on both sides in respect of applications authorised by the Minister to apply to the 
High Court under the terms of the legislation. 

More generally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that under the Acts, as Minister I have 
the responsibility to approve or refuse applications for compensation to be put forward to the 
High Court, having regard to the circumstances of the case and the legislation. This assessment 
is discharged by officials of my Department. Before deciding if an applicant should be autho-
rised to apply to the High Court for compensation in respect of the injury, all medical reports 
submitted by the applicant, together with a report on the incident by An Garda Síochána and a 
report on the injury by the Garda Chief Medical Officer must be considered. The process of pro-
gressing an application for compensation from the date of its receipt to the date it is authorised, 
may take a considerable period of time. Once an application is approved, it is for the individual 
concerned to apply to the High Court for compensation. 

I can inform the Deputy however that the number of applications received under the Garda 
Síochána Compensation Acts 1941 and 1945 in the last five years are as follows:      

Year       No of Applications received under the 
Garda Síochána Compensation Acts 1941 
and 1945  

2015 191
2016 204
2017 181
2018 161
2019 (to 30   October) 124
Relevant compensation awards are paid from the Garda Vote. It is not possible to give a 

breakdown of the nature of the claims submitted under the Act.

As the Deputy will be aware from my previous replies in this regard, I am informed that the 
amounts paid under the Scheme and legal costs arising in the period 2015- September 2019 are 
set out in the following table:

Year    Number of cases 
Completed  

Awards paid 
(€m)  

Costs Paid 
(€m)*  

Year   Number of cases 
Completed  

Awards paid   
(€m)  

Costs Paid 
(€m)*  

2015 93 €3.60 €1.30
2016 66 €4.70 €1.60
2017 111 €5.80 €2.00
2018 126 €4.60 €1.80
At September 2019 68 €5.60 €0.81
*Legal costs paid in any particular year do not necessarily correspond to the awards made 

in that year.

It should be noted that the above information relates only to Garda compensation cases 
under Garda Síochána (Compensation) Acts 1941 and 1945 Acts and does not relate to claims 
from An Garda Síochána staff under management by the State Claims Agency. 
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In relation to the issue of contingent liability, the Deputy may wish to note the content of 
the Appropriations Account 2018 for Vote 20, which sets out further information in that regard.  
www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2019/Vote-20-An-Garda-Siochana.pdf.

12/11/2019WRK05100Garda Data

12/11/2019WRK05200239. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
allowances available to be claimed by members of An Garda Síochána; when each allowance 
was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46238/19]

12/11/2019WRK05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would first point out 
that as the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote, the Commissioner is responsible for manag-
ing and controlling the administration and business of the organisation.

The report of the Commission on the Future of Policing (CoFPI) recommended that a re-
view of Garda allowances should be expedited, to rationalise the allowance system and simplify 
its administration.  As Deputies will be aware, Government last December endorsed that report 
and ‘A Policing Service for the Future’ , the four year implementation plan giving effect to the 
recommendations of the Commission, was published. 

I understand that in line with the timelines set out in A Policing Service for the Future, a 
review of the current allowance system has commenced.

While allowances were first introduced by Government to An Garda Síochána by way of 
Allowances Orders 1924 and 1926, these allowances, in addition to others, have been amended 
and negotiated over time.  

I am informed that with the exception of the 2012 Government Decision on abolition of 
allowances, the standard practice of introduction and amendment or repeal of any allowance 
has been, and remains, the remit of the Conciliation/Arbitration scheme.  I would remind the 
Deputy that the Conciliation/Arbitration scheme was established for the purpose of enabling 
my Department, the Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform and the Commissioner of An 
Garda Síochána on the one hand, and the Representative Associations on the other hand, to 
provide means acceptable to both the Government and the Garda Representative Associations 
for the determination of:

-  Claims, including pay and allowances; and

-  Proposals relating to conditions of Service of members of the ranks they represent.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that they are preparing a table setting out not only 
the current allowances but all those which have been available to be claimed by members of An 
Garda Síochána, including the date of introduction of each allowance; and I will provide that 
table to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRL00200Garda Operations

12/11/2019WRL00300240. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána has a policy for the force with respect to drink and drug testing; if so, if he will pro-
vide a copy of the policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46239/19]

12/11/2019WRL00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
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ate that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the administration and management 
of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

I am informed that An Garda Síochána is developing a Drug and Alcohol Policy which will 
apply both to Garda members and staff, when finalised.  A draft policy has been prepared and 
is currently being discussed with relevant stakeholders, including the representative bodies and 
the Garda Chief Medical Officer.

12/11/2019WRL00500Garda Compensation

12/11/2019WRL00600241. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if compen-
sation has been paid to civilian members of An Garda Síochána and non-civilian members of 
the force since 2010; the categories the claims were made under; the legal costs applied; the 
Vote to which they were attributed; the highest amount of compensation; the average amount 
of compensation; the longest outstanding claim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46240/19]

12/11/2019WRL00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the administration and management 
of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it.

12/11/2019WRL00800Garda Expenditure

12/11/2019WRL00900242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if doctors 
payments are confined to sworn members of An Garda Síochána; the cost in each of the past 
five years; if a cap is set for doctor visits; if so, the cap; the framework applied; the controls in 
place; the way in which the payments are made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46242/19]

12/11/2019WRL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of 
An Garda Síochána, including human resources and personnel matters.

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that a new centralised Doctor’s Payments 
Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2012. This scheme applies to serving members of An 
Garda Síochána only and does not apply to Garda Staff. The administration of the scheme is a 
matter for the Garda Commissioner rather than for me as Minister. 

I am informed that under this Scheme, Garda members can attend a doctor from an estab-
lished panel. Where a member visits a doctor from the panel they are not required to pay the 
doctor, but rather the doctor will be paid from a central fund. In order for the doctor to receive 
payment, the member must complete a certificate of medical attendance at the time of consulta-
tion which will be forwarded by the doctor, along with their invoice to An Garda Síochána. All 
doctors registered on the panel are paid by electronic fund transfer. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that members may still choose to attend any doctor 
they so wish, regardless of whether the doctor is registered on the panel of doctors. However 
in the case that members attend a doctor not on the panel, that member must pay the doctor 
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directly for their consultation and subsequently claim reimbursement of the fee involved.  Any 
monies claimed in this way are considered benefit in kind and are subject to both income tax 
and USSC charges. 

For the Deputy’s further information, I would add that the Garda authorities have informed 
me that only consultation fees are covered by the Scheme.  Other costs including medicines, 
blood tests and so on are not covered by the Scheme.

The table below represents the cost of the Doctor’s Payment Scheme for the years 2014 to 
2018, as provided to me by the Garda Commissioner.  I am informed that the details for 2019 
have not yet been finalised. 

Doctors Payment Fees 2014-2018

Year Fees Paid
2014 €2,086,694.10
2015 €2,047,904.00
2016 €2,189,008.30
2017 €2,013,425.60
2018 €1,979,134.39
I have requested an An Garda Síochána to confirm the position in relation to the question 

raised by the Deputy in relation to caps and I will write to her directly on receipt of that infor-
mation. 

  Question No. 243 answered with Question No. 238.

12/11/2019WRL01200Garda Data

12/11/2019WRL01300244. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of 
sworn members of An Garda Síochána who have been convicted of criminal charges over the 
past ten years; the number of members to whom salaries have continued to be paid post convic-
tion; the amount in each of the past ten years; the number taken off payroll post conviction; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46244/19]

12/11/2019WRL01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the administration and management 
of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner. 

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it. 

12/11/2019WRL01500Garda Data

12/11/2019WRL01600245. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of civilian members of An Garda Síochána that were investigated and subsequently suspended 
who are in receipt of pay; the years in this regard; the number not in receipt of pay; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46245/19]

12/11/2019WRL01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, disciplinary matters within An Garda Síochána are governed by the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007 and are a matter for the Garda 
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Commissioner and not for me as Minister. 

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that 3 Garda staff (civilian) members of An 
Garda Síochána were investigated and subsequently suspended with pay during the years 2010 
to 2019 (to date).

I am advised by the Commissioner that 1 Garda staff member was suspended with pay in 
2010.  I am further advised that 2 members were suspended with pay in 2018.

I am informed that no Garda staff members were suspended without pay during this period.  

12/11/2019WRL01800Garda Deployment

12/11/2019WRL01900246. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank and civilians by grade that make up the anti-corruption unit and the internal 
affairs unit of An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46270/19]

12/11/2019WRL02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commis-
sioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda 
Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light 
of identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for the deployment of personnel 
and the allocation of resources, as well as decisions taken with regard to the establishment of 
specialised units within An Garda Síochána.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters. I am 
assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of personnel and resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their 
optimum use.

I understand from the Garda authorities that as of 31 October 2019, there are 15 Garda 
members and 6 Garda staff assigned to the Internal Affairs Unit in An Garda Síochána, which 
comes under the remit of the Assistant Commissioner Governance and Accountability.  I am 
further informed that Internal Affairs comprises the Discipline, Complaints and Compensations 
Sections and the GSOC Liaison Office.  It should be noted that the complement of Garda mem-
bers referred to does not include Gardaí assigned to UN/Foreign Service. 

The report of the Commission on the Future of Policing, published and endorsed by Gov-
ernment in 2018, provides a clear vision for a modern, highly professional, human-rights based 
police service. A Policing Service for the Future, the four year implementation plan giving ef-
fect to the recommendations of the Commission, was published in December 2018.

Among the actions contained within the Implementation Plan, is the development of a new 
Anti-Corruption Unit by An Garda Síochána, as part of a revised discipline system.  I am in-
formed that this project is currently at the planning stage. I am informed by the Garda Com-
missioner that a Chief Superintendent and Detective Superintendent are carrying out the pre-
liminary work on developing the unit, to ensure that this Unit is developed in line with best 
international practice. There are currently no Garda staff assigned to the unit.

12/11/2019WRL02100Proposed Legislation

12/11/2019WRL02200247. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeline for the 
passing into law of the proposed Bill to address the recent High Court ruling that foreign nation-
als applying to become Irish citizens on the basis of their residence require a one-year period of 
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residence here that is unbroken, uninterrupted and connected throughout in space or time; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46278/19]

12/11/2019WRL02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware that the recent 
judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given cause for concern. We await an 
outcome from the Court of Appeal and the outcome of the appeal will, of course, have a bearing 
on whether or not legislation is required.  Should it be necessary, I intend to introduce a Bill in 
the Oireachtas as soon as possible this term. 

My Department is doing everything possible to develop a legislative solution. At the end of 
July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed Bill to address the matter and my Department 
continues to work with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to 
finalise the draft Bill.  

I know that colleagues of all parties are concerned with the difficulty that has arisen and I am 
hopeful that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration.

As soon as the legal issues are resolved, my officials will make all necessary arrangements 
for the next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue four weeks in advance of the ceremo-
ny to ensure everyone has adequate notice. 

In the interim, my Department is advising those who are planning to apply for citizenship 
to continue to collect all of the necessary proofs that support their application and to submit a 
comprehensive application form. Once a solution is in place, if any additional information is 
required, applicants will be contacted as part of the processing of their application.

12/11/2019WRL02400Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRL02500248. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service 
accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46298/19]

12/11/2019WRL02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of Jus-
tice and Equality occupies three offices outside of Dublin: in Tipperary town, Roscrea and 
Killarney.

- The Residency Division of the Immigration Service is based in Roscrea, Co Tipperary 
where three out of a total of 20 desks are vacant.

- The Financial Management Unit of my Department shares a building with the National 
Shared Services Office in Killarney, Co Kerry, where 105 desks are occupied by Departmental 
staff and none are vacant.

- The Citizenship Division of the Immigration Service is located in Tipperary town. A wing 
of this building is due to be occupied by a Garda branch shortly. The 36 remaining desks are all 
occupied by staff from my Department and there are no empty desks.

Additionally, some workspaces in these offices are allocated as hot desks or permanently 
reserved for printing facilities. On that basis, they are not considered empty.

12/11/2019WRL02700Immigrant Investor Programme Applications
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12/11/2019WRL02800249. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
details of the immigrant investor programme application process; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46325/19]

12/11/2019WRL02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Immigrant Investor 
Programme (IIP) was introduced in April 2012 to encourage inward investment and create busi-
ness and employment opportunities in the State. The programme provides investors with the 
opportunity to invest in Ireland. Key to the programme is that the investments are beneficial for 
Ireland, generate or sustain employment and are generally in the public interest. 

The IIP provides non-EEA nationals with a number of options to invest in Ireland, and suc-
cessful applicants are granted a permission to reside in Ireland for a fixed period.  An invest-
ment of €1 million in projects must be made for a minimum of three years and may be renew-
able following a review. 

There are four steps to the IIP process– 

1. The applicant makes an application, without committing any investment funding, on the 
basis of one of the investment options.

2. The application is assessed by the Evaluation Committee.

3. The applicant makes the investment in accordance with the approved application.

4. The applicant provides evidence that the investment has been made.

Successful applicants under the Immigrant Investment Programme and their nominated 
family members may be granted a residence permission in Ireland under Stamp 4 conditions. 
Stamp 4 conditions permit non-EEA nationals to work, study or start their own businesses in 
Ireland. Therefore, given the significant immigration benefits accruing and to ensure the high-
est degree of transparency and accountability for the programme,  all applications are subject 
to enhanced levels of due diligence processes in respect of both personal and financial checks, 
to protect the State’s interests.

It is important to note that applications are assessed by an evaluation committee, composed 
of senior civil and public servants from relevant Irish government departments and Irish state 
agencies involved in enterprise development in Ireland.  Applications are assessed on the basis 
of the profile of the applicant, the commercial viability of the project, employment outcomes 
associated with the proposed investment and the overall benefit to the Irish State. The Evalua-
tion Committee makes recommendations to me on those applications that it decides should be 
accepted and approved under the Programme. 

Comprehensive information and guidelines on the IIP is available on my Department’s Im-
migration Service website - 

www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/New%20Programmes%20for%20Investors%20and%20
Entrepreneurs. 

A major external review of the IIP is underway.  It is expected that the initial report on Phase 
1 will be finalised in the coming weeks. 

12/11/2019WRL03000Garda Transport Data

12/11/2019WRL03100250. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
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type of Garda vehicles in operation in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46328/19]

12/11/2019WRL03200251. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
type of Garda vehicles in operation in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46329/19]

12/11/2019WRL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 250 and 251 together.

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána. He is also responsible for the efficient use of Garda resources, in light of identified op-
erational demands. This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles across the 
various Divisions.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their op-
timum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that number and type of Garda vehicles assigned to 
the Meath and Westmeath Divisions as of 30 September 2019 is set out in the following table.

County Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 Others* Total

Meath 41 12 1 1 0 55
Westmeath 52 15 3 1 2 73
*The category ‘others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles.

Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the resources provided by Government to 
An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion, 
increasing to an unprecedented €1.88 billion for 2020.  

Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, including a to-
tal of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  I understand from 
the Garda authorities that this year’s capital allocation of €10million for the Garda fleet is  being 
used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational use this year. A further €9 
million capital funding has been allocated for the Garda fleet in Budget 2020.

This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

12/11/2019WRL03500Court Accommodation Provision

12/11/2019WRL03600252. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
delivery of the new courthouse for Navan, County Meath, which is included as part of Project 
Ireland 2040; the timeframe for the delivery of this project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46330/19]

12/11/2019WRL03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts and of 
court buildings is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising 
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its functions.  In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, however, I have had enquiries made 
with the Courts Service.

As stated by the Deputy, Navan is included among a number of developments in relation 
to Courts Service accommodation requirements that are outlined under the Government’s Na-
tional Development Plan 2018-2027 and the overall vision in Project Ireland 2040. The precise 
allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period for all of the projects 
envisaged remains to be fully determined. In relation to Navan, I understand that the Courts 
Service has not yet identified a suitable site. The question of funding the purchase of any site 
and a development thereon, in the context of the above plans, will also need to be resolved be-
fore any further progress can be made on this issue.

12/11/2019WRL03800Legislative Process

12/11/2019WRL03900253. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
the status of the Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016; when it is planned to proceed 
to Report Stage; and the further changes it is planned to make. [46341/19]

12/11/2019WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath):  
The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 provides for a number of legislative re-
forms within the framework of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. When Dáil Committee took place on the Bill on 30 January 2019, a number of 
amendments were agreed which had previously been ruled out of order by the Ceann Comhairle 
thus giving rise to a procedural matter.  Work is ongoing to resolve this issue. 

Work is also being undertaken to prepare further legislative amendments that would be 
tabled at Dáil Report Stage, including removing references to ‘persons of unsound mind’ from 
key statutes as such terminology is not considered to be in compliance with the UN Convention.

12/11/2019WRL04100Closed-Circuit Television Systems Expenditure

12/11/2019WRL04200254. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
spent on the maintenance and upgrade of Garda CCTV systems in each of the years 2016 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46359/19]

12/11/2019WRL04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that CCTV systems that are installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to polic-
ing in public areas, such as town centres, fall into two distinct but complementary categories, 
namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV systems. Neither type of CCTV 
system may be established without authorisation by the Garda Commissioner under section 38 
of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, among other requirements.

Garda CCTV systems are planned and implemented on the basis of An Garda Síochána’s 
identified operational needs and priorities. Accordingly, decisions in relation to the installation, 
maintenance and upgrade of Garda CCTV systems are a matter for the Garda Commissioner 
and I, as Minister, have no direct role in that matter.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the amount spent on maintenance and upgrade 
of Garda CCTV systems in the years 2016-2019 is set out in the following table. 
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Year Spend
2019 (to 6 November) €806,626
2018 €1,089,334
2017 €1,132,243
2016 €1,651,731

12/11/2019WRL04400Naturalisation Certificates

12/11/2019WRL04500255. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of appli-
cations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46361/19]

12/11/2019WRL04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the applications for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the persons referred to by the Deputy were received on 28 August 2019. Applications are 
processed, in the chronological order in which they are received, with a view to establishing 
whether the applicants meet the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation.  The ap-
plications will be completed and submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If 
further documentation is required it will be requested from the applicants in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Should the persons have concerns about other matters relating to their immigration permis-
sion they should contact the Immigration Office which issued their current permission in order 
to address the matter.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

12/11/2019WRL04700Garda Reorganisation

12/11/2019WRL04800256. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date his Depart-
ment was first informed by An Garda Síochána of its new regional and divisional headquarters 
as part of the latest restructuring programme under its new operating model; if his Department 
was provided with previous iterations of the regional and divisional headquarters prior to this; 
if so, the dates concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46379/19]

12/11/2019WRL04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for Justice 
and Equality, I have warmly welcomed the announcement by the Garda Commissioner of a new 
Operating Model of An Garda Síochána.  
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As the Deputy will be aware, this functional model has long been recommended by inde-
pendent policing specialists, including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and in the Report of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI).  Rollout of this model meets a key 
commitment in A Policing Service for the Future, the four year implementation plan giving ef-
fect to the recommendations of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. 

While new to Ireland, this model is the norm in other countries.  It is designed to reduce 
bureaucracy and will shift real decision-making power from Garda Headquarters to the Chief 
Superintendents, closer to the communities they serve.  Importantly, it will also result in signifi-
cantly more Sergeants and Inspectors on the ground where leadership, supervision and mentor-
ing is crucial.

These changes are being introduced at a time of record investment in An Garda Síochá-
na. €1.76 billion has been allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, as well as capital investment 
amounting to € 92 million this year. In terms of Garda numbers, the Deputy will be aware of 
the Government’s commitment to achieving a Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021.

I am confident that this on-going investment in Garda resources together with the on-going 
reform process will result in an improved policing service for all communities.  

I was informed of the Commissioner’s decision about the location of the new Divisional and 
Regional Headquarters on the morning of 25 September, shortly before the official announce-
ment. Neither I nor my officials were previously consulted in relation to the choice of those 
locations - in accordance with the law, the decision on the location of Garda Divisional and 
Regional Headquarters is and was solely a matter for the Garda Commissioner and his manage-
ment team.  This is the case in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, under which the 
allocation of Garda resources and deployment of Garda personnel are for the Commissioner.   
As recently as December 2018, the Garda Síochána Inspectorate in its report “Policing with 
Local Communities” confirmed that it is appropriate that the Commissioner should continue to 
hold responsibility of this sort. 

I understand that the new model will be implemented on a phased basis throughout 2020 
and that the Commissioner and his team are meeting with Joint Policing Committees across 
Ireland, providing opportunities for detailed engagement at the local level.

12/11/2019WRL05000Probate Data

12/11/2019WRL05100257. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average and 
longest waiting time in each probate office for applications by solicitors and personal appli-
cants, respectively; the number of applications on hand in each office; the timeline for the eP-
robate project to go live in each office; the status of the project; if the Revenue Commissioners 
have been incorporated and gone live on eProbate; the status of the implementation of each 
recommendation in the report of the probate services review group; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46398/19]

12/11/2019WRL05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probate Office is 
an office of the High Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts 
Service, which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998. 
Probate functions are also carried out by County Registrars at District Probate Registries in 14 
provincial court offices.   

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has provided the following information to me.
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The following figures are average times for an application to be dealt with in each of the 
District Probate Offices when a correct completed application is lodged.

Southern region

Kerry Tipperary Cork Limerick
Average waiting 
time   Solr.***

4/6 weeks 3/6 weeks 10 weeks 7/8 weeks

Average waiting 
time   Personal 
Applicant ***

4/6 weeks 2/6 weeks 12 weeks 4 weeks

Total number on 
hand**

134 96 310 118

Eastern region

Waterford Kilkenny Wexford
Average waiting time   
Solr.***

14 weeks 16/18 weeks 2/3 weeks

Average waiting time   Per-
sonal Applicant ***

2 weeks 16/18 weeks 2/3 weeks

Total number on hand** 57 208 32

North Midlands Region

Dundalk Cavan Westmeath and Of-
faly

Average waiting time   
Solr.***

3/4 weeks 4 weeks 2   weeks

Average waiting time   Per-
sonal Applicant ***

4 weeks 4 weeks 3/4 weeks

Total number on hand** 80 20 16

Western Region

Castlebar Donegal Galway Sligo
Average waiting time 
Solr.***

4 weeks 4 weeks 14   weeks 7/8   weeks

Average waiting time   
Personal Applicant ***

4 weeks 4 weeks 18 weeks 7/8 weeks

Total number on hand** 82 0 145 32
*** waiting times having lodged complete, correct applications.

** awaiting processing, does not include applications under query.

The current waiting times for applications in the Principal Probate Office in Dublin are as 
follows:

Solicitors applications lodged in person 5-6 weeks

Solicitors applications lodged by post 6-8 weeks
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Personal applications  12-13 weeks from receipt of application 

Any delays in waiting times for individual cases can occur because of errors in paperwork 
that have not yet been corrected by the solicitor/personal applicant. The offices process applica-
tions in the order in which they receive them and the above figures are indicative of the longest 
waiting times and numbers of applications on hand in each location. For the Principal Probate 
Office, the numbers of applications on hands changes daily as applications are received and 
processed. Consequently, this office does not measure applications on hand but rather tracks 
waiting times as the measure for operational effectiveness. 

The Courts Service is embarking on an ambitious programme of reform and transformation 
over the coming years and one of the projects under consideration is an e-probate project. The 
proposed e-Probate project is at a very early stage of development and its full development is 
dependent on resources being made available and its relative priority against other significant 
projects which stem from other legislative and operational commitments. Primary legislation 
will also need to be passed before an e-probate project can meet its full potential.

All of the findings of the Probate Office review have been implemented to date. In addi-
tion there have been significant improvements in the way in which the Principal Probate Office 
operates. The Revenue Commissioners are currently actively developing an on-line application 
which will allow users to electronically file their Inland Revenue Affidavit (CA24). Staff from 
the Principal Probate Office sit on that Project Board and are working with the Revenue Com-
missioners to ensure the success of that project. This project, once implemented, will make the 
process of applying for probate significantly easier for citizens, in advance of the roll out of the 
proposed e-Probate project.                

12/11/2019WRL05300Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRL05400258. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the disclo-
sures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this is in 
line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46472/19]

12/11/2019WRL05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Freedom of Information Act 2014, requires public bodies to routinely publish disclo-
sure logs detailing requests made to the relevant Department under the Act.  The last update to 
the disclosure log for the Department of Justice and Equality was in December 2015.

My Department has recently undertaken an extensive programme of organisational change.  
A core element of the transformation programme is a focus on transparency, along with im-
proved external communications and engagement.  The Department’s approach to Freedom of 
Information is consistent with this aim.  

As part of this restructuring there is an overall examination of processes underway. This 
involves a review of the current model in place for dealing with the Freedom of Information 
requests, including the updating of the disclosure log.

12/11/2019WRL05600Data Protection Commission Funding

12/11/2019WRL05700259. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocation for the Data Protection Commission in each of the years of 2017 to 2019, in tabular 
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form; the budget allocation for same in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46483/19]

12/11/2019WRL05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government is very 
conscious of Ireland’s commitment to deliver effective data protection regulation and protec-
tion of the data privacy rights of EU citizens.  The existence of a professional and competent 
data protection regulator in Ireland is also a critical enabler to the development and growth of 
our digital economy.  The Government has shown its commitment by providing significant ad-
ditional resources, in terms of funding and staff resources, to the Data Protection Commission 
(DPC) in recent years. 

Year Data Protection Commission Budget Allo-
cation

2017 €7.5 million
2018 €11.7 million
2019 €15.2 million
2020 €16.9 million
In Budget 2020, the DPC was allocated €16.9 million which is an increase of 11% on its 

allocation in 2019. The increase in budgetary provision demonstrates the Government’s con-
tinuing commitment to meeting the funding requirements of the Irish data protection authority 
and the importance of a strong regulatory data protection framework to underpin the continuing 
expansion and growth of Ireland’s digital economy.

The Government is committed to keeping the resourcing of the DPC under on-going review. 
My Department will continue to monitor the impact of implementation of the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR), the impact of any possible future regulatory changes as well as 
any changes within industry, in conjunction with the DPC, to ensure that the DPC continues to 
have the resources required to fulfil its important, statutory obligations. 

12/11/2019WRM00200Naturalisation Applications

12/11/2019WRM00300260. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
steps that have been taken to reform the process for applications for naturalisation in view of 
the recent judgments of the Supreme Court (details supplied) delivered on 31 May 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46517/19]

12/11/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am fully cognisant of 
the fact that the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under Sec-
tion 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given cause 
for concern. The matter remains before the courts, with the Court of Appeal reserving judge-
ment, and is therefore sub-judice. The outcome of the appeal will have a bearing on whether or 
not legislation is required. Should it be necessary, I intend to introduce a Bill in the Oireachtas 
as soon as possible this term.

My Department is doing everything possible to put a solution in place on an urgent basis. 
At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed Bill to address the matter and 
intensive work is taking place in the Department where officials are working with the Office of 
Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill.

As soon as the legal issues are resolved, my Department will make all necessary arrange-
ments for the next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue four weeks in advance of the 
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ceremony to ensure everyone has adequate notice.

The advice to those who are planning to apply for citizenship is to continue to collect all of 
the necessary proofs that support their application and to submit a comprehensive application 
form. Once a solution is in place, if any additional information is required, applicants will be 
contacted as part of the processing of their application.

The ruling is not considered to have consequences for anyone who has already obtained 
citizenship under the Act.

12/11/2019WRM00500Garda Corruption

12/11/2019WRM00600261. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the competent au-
thority to investigate allegations of corruption within An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46556/19]

12/11/2019WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would first point out 
that, as the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) was 
established as a statutory independent body under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, to provide 
independent oversight of complaints made against members of the Garda Síochána.  The Polic-
ing and Community Safety Bill, which is being developed by my Department, will repeal and 
replace the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  One of its elements will be to reform the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission to reinforce its independence and to streamline its processes for han-
dling complaints. 

Within an Garda Síochána, I am informed that there is an Internal Affairs Unit which comes 
under the remit of the Assistant Commissioner Governance and Accountability. This comprises 
the Discipline, Complaints and Compensations Sections, as well as a GSOC Liaison Office.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that the report of the Commission on the Future of 
Policing, published and endorsed by Government in 2018, provides a clear vision for a modern, 
highly professional, human-rights based police service. A Policing Service for the Future, the 
four year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission, was 
published in December 2018.

Among the actions contained within the Implementation Plan is the development of a new 
Anti-Corruption Unit by An Garda Síochána, as part of a revised discipline system.  I am in-
formed that this project is currently at the planning stage. I am informed by the Garda Commis-
sioner that a Chief Superintendent and Detective Superintendent are carrying out the prelimi-
nary work on developing the unit, to ensure that it is developed in line with best international 
practice. I am further informed that there are currently no Garda staff assigned to the unit.   

I understand that work is underway on all of these actions, in line with the timelines set out 
in A Policing Service for the Future.

12/11/2019WRM00800Garda Data

12/11/2019WRM00900262. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of quad 
bikes, all-terrain vehicles, scramblers and similar types seized by An Garda Síochána in each 
division in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46557/19]



12 November 2019

125

12/11/2019WRM01000264. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ve-
hicles seized by An Garda Síochána that were sold in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the revenue the sales generated in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46569/19]

12/11/2019WRM01100265. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of seized 
vehicles not reclaimed and sent to scrappage in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; the cost in each year to have the vehicles scrapped in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46570/19]

12/11/2019WRM01200266. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ve-
hicles seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 that 
were not reclaimed and released to their owners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46571/19]

12/11/2019WRM01300269. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ve-
hicles seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46574/19]

12/11/2019WRM01400270. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the revenue received 
from the release of vehicles seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and 
to date in 2019; the number of vehicles released each year in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46575/19]

12/11/2019WRM01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 262, 264 to 266, inclusive, 269 and 270 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the ad-
ministration and management of An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it. 

12/11/2019WRM01600Garda Transport Data

12/11/2019WRM01700263. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number, age and 
condition of the Garda vehicle fleet in the Limerick division by district; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46559/19]

12/11/2019WRM01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing 
and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. He is also responsible 
for the efficient use of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. This includes 
responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles across the various Divisions.  As Minister, I 
have no role in these matters. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their op-
timum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that number and type of Garda vehicles assigned to 
the Limerick Division as of 7 November 2019 is set out in the following table.
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Cars Vans Motorcycles 4 x 4 Others* Total
LIMERICK 
DIVISION

62 16 3 1 2 84

BRUFF DIS-
TRICT

4 2 0 0 0 6

HENRY 
STREET 
DISTRICT

39 10 3 1 0 53

NEWCAS-
TLEWEST 
DISTRICT

12 2 0 0 0 14

ROXBORO 
ROAD DIS-
TRICT

7 2 0 0 2 11

*The category ‘others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that of this total of 84 vehicles, 3 are less than 1 year 
old; 10 are between 1 and 2 years old, 23 are between 2 and 4 years old, 30 are between 4 and 
6 years old and the remaining 18 are more than 6 years old. 

Garda management has also advised me that a comprehensive Service Repair and Mainte-
nance programme is in place to ensure that all vehicles are operating to manufacturers specifi-
cations.  

Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the resources provided by Government to 
An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion, 
increasing to an unprecedented €1.88 billion for 2020.

Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, including a to-
tal of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  I understand from 
the Garda authorities that this year’s capital allocation of €10million for the Garda fleet is  being 
used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational use this year. A further €9 
million capital funding has been allocated for the Garda fleet in Budget 2020.

This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

  Questions Nos. 264 to 266, inclusive, answered with Question No. 262.

12/11/2019WRM02200Garda Data

12/11/2019WRM02300267. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
location of facilities not in the ownership of the State but that are hired, leased or rented for the 
storage of vehicles seized by An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46572/19]

12/11/2019WRM02400268. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and lo-
cation of facilities owned by An Garda Síochána that are used for the storage of seized vehicles; 
the capacity of each facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46573/19]

12/11/2019WRM02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 267 and 268 together.
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I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it. 

  Questions Nos. 269 and 270 answered with Question No. 262.

12/11/2019WRM02900Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Data

12/11/2019WRM03000271. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an as-
sessment carried out by his officials of caseload in the criminal injuries compensation scheme; 
the extent and nature of a possible backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46577/19]

12/11/2019WRM03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal administers two schemes:

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted; and

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted on Prison Officers. 

The Tribunal is made up of qualified barristers and solicitors. Under the terms of the Scheme, 
the Tribunal is limited to a Chair and six ordinary members who provide services on a part-
time basis. It is entirely independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for 
compensation.

Five Departmental staff act as Secretariat to the Tribunal. These staff receive applications 
and gather the necessary information from applicants and other stakeholders such as An Garda 
Síochána in relation to each case. When all required information is available, Tribunal staff send 
the file to the Tribunal for consideration and decision. Where a decision is appealed, Tribunal 
staff make arrangements for a Tribunal appeal hearing.

In terms of the duration of the process, I should note that it may take several years before 
an application for compensation is ready for submission to the Tribunal for consideration and 
decision. For example, final Garda reports on the crime are required, as are the outcomes of 
any court cases initiated. In addition, in some cases, the extent of injuries suffered by the victim 
may not be known for some years. It is also the case that the assessment of loss of earnings for 
consideration by the Tribunal may be complex to determine and may require employer assess-
ment and social welfare reports. These and other factors can have an impact on the duration of 
any particular application. 

An assessment is currently being carried out by officials of my Department in relation to the 
caseload in the scheme, including the extent and nature of any possible backlog. This assess-
ment is currently being finalised.

Finally the Deputy may be interested to know that in its fifth work programme, published 
in March 2019, the Law Reform Commission included a review of the Criminal Injuries Com-
pensation Scheme as one of 15 planned projects. I welcome this project as an opportunity for 
a comprehensive examination of all aspects of this long-established Scheme, to ensure that the 
State’s arrangements for the compensation of victims of violent crime are in keeping with good 
international practice and meet society’s needs into the future.

12/11/2019WRM03200Departmental Advertising Campaigns
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12/11/2019WRM03300272. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role his De-
partment is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in 
this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or com-
munication. [46633/19]

12/11/2019WRM03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Officials in the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality participate in the Be Winter Ready working group, which is chaired 
by officials in the Office of Emergency Planning under the aegis of the Department of Defence.

To help publicise the 2019 launch of the Be Winter Ready campaign, the Department of 
Justice and Equality promoted the campaign launch via the Department’s website and social 
media platforms. No additional expenditure was incurred by the Department in relation to this.  
The Department did not engage any external consultants or procure any external advertising or 
communications support in relation to the campaign.

12/11/2019WRM03500Direct Provision Expenditure

12/11/2019WRM03600273. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount that has 
been paid to private companies for services relating to direct provision from 2014 to date in 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46638/19]

12/11/2019WRM03700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
All accommodation centres for people seeking international protection, whether State-owned or 
privately owned, are operated by commercial companies. There are currently 39 accommoda-
tion centres being operated under the direct provision system. 

My Department contracts for an all-inclusive service, which includes catering services, as 
well as cleaning, maintenance and laundry services. Extensive and detailed information on the 
amount paid by my Department to each company contracted to provide direct provision accom-
modation every year up to and including 2015 can be found on the ‘Contract Values’ section of 
the following website www.ria.gov.ie. This is in accordance with the Department’s policy on 
the disclosure of financial information, which was agreed with the Office of the Information 
Commissioner.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is not appropriate to provide the current individual con-
tract values entered into by my Department. Negotiations take place with a number of com-
mercial entities on an on-going basis with a clear focus on achieving the best value for money 
in respect of each contract.  It is not in the interests of yielding best value for the taxpayer that 
details of current individual contracts are made available to other commercial bodies who are, 
or may be in the future, engaged in these negotiations.  

The following table provides a breakdown of my Department’s expenditure on the ‘direct 
provision’ system in the years 2014 to end of September 2019.

Expenditure Type 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 (to end 
September)

Accommodation(
including commercial, 
State-owned and self-
catering). Emergency 
accommodation costs are 
included from Septem-
ber 2018 when such 
accommodation was first 
utilised.

€51.071m €54.895m €60.237m €65.407m €76.057m €79.978m
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Expenditure Type 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 (to end 
September)

Pre-school (contributions 
towards some costs)

€0.101m €0.127m €0.112m €0.095m €0.107m €0.071m

Additional costs at State-
owned centres (incl. gas, 
oil, water, sewage, etc)

€1.972m €1.879m €3.558m €1.742m €1.512m €1.204m

Transport costs(under 
dispersal policy)

€0.046m €0.103m €0.129m €0.093m €0.182m €0.382m

Miscellaneous (payments 
for personal hygiene 
products, grants to 
organisations and miscel-
laneous costs)

  0.027m  0.021m   0.011m €0.022m €0.135  €0.488m

Total   Expenditure €53.217m €57.025m €64.137m €67.539m €77.933m €82.123m

The 2017 and 2018 figures include an amount of €7.728m and €7.550m respectively for 
designated Emergency Reception and Orientation Centres (EROC). The corresponding figure 
for 2019, to end September, is €5.524m.

12/11/2019WRM03800Direct Provision Data

12/11/2019WRM03900274. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pri-
vately owned companies hired for the purpose of facilitating direct provision; his views on 
whether the services offered by these private companies could not be provided by his Depart-
ment or by other State bodies; his plans to review the use of these privately held companies; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46639/19]

12/11/2019WRM04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I can advise the Deputy that 25 private companies have a contract for services with my Depart-
ment to provide premises that meet required standards and support services for protection appli-
cants.  Two of these companies are contracted to provide management, catering, housekeeping 
and general maintenance services in state owned accommodation centres.

It is important to note that the Direct Provision system is not just about accommodation.  It 
is a whole of Government system which delivers a wide range of State services to those seeking 
international protection in Ireland. These services include health services as provided by the 
HSE, education services as provided by the State’s primary and post-primary schools and, for 
adult education, the Education and Training Boards across the country.  

My Department’s role is to oversee the provision of accommodation and ancillary services 
to persons seeking international protection.  The International Protection Accommodation Ser-
vice (IPAS) of my Department links vulnerable and at risk persons with the appropriate servic-
es. The IPAS acts as a conduit between residents, staff at accommodation centres, state agencies 
including TUSLA, the HSE and education services. 

Since 2018, all contracts for the provision of accommodation services are awarded through 
an open tendering competition which complies with EU Directive 24/2014 and are conducted 
in accordance with the open procedure under the European Union (Award of Public Authority 
Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016). The tenders submitted are 
assessed on the Most Economically Advantageous Tender (MEAT) criteria, which enables the 
contracting authority to take account of criteria that reflect qualitative aspects of the tender 
submission as well as price when reaching an award decision. In the procurement competition,  
tenderers are required to demonstrate a track record of high quality service delivery and cus-
tomer care.  Service providers are required, as part of the assessment process, to include in their 
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staffing proposal details of qualifications or experience in social care in order to assess their 
expertise in dealing with vulnerable and at risk persons. 

The specifications for bids to be considered under the tendering process requires success-
ful bidders to deliver independent living (cooking facilities for residents and designated living 
space for families) and to implement proposals to meet the social care needs of residents. These 
proposals must outline how the bid will provide social supports to residents and how the recre-
ational, cultural and community needs of residents can be met.

 It is the aim of my Department that tendering for such facilities ensures that quality accom-
modation centres can be procured while ensuring value for money for the Exchequer.  

The standards of service delivered are constantly being improved.  The reforms pursued 
and implemented by my Department over the past five years have radically overhauled the 
initial model. The implementation of the McMahon report recommendations, the opting in to 
the obligations set out in the EU Recast Reception Conditions Directive and the new rolling 
out of standards designed with NGOs have brought about real and valuable improvements. My 
officials continue to work with centre operators to provide a high standard of service delivery 
and care to persons seeking international protection.

The provision of these services is kept under review and the Deputy will be interested to 
note that a High Level Interdepartmental Group established and chaired by my Department has 
been tasked with ensuring better coordination of provision of services and meeting needs in the 
short to medium term.  An Advisory Group has also been established by my Department and 
it is chaired by the former Secretary General of the European Commission, Dr. Catherine Day.  
This Group will advise on the development of a long-term approach to the provision of support 
including accommodation to persons in the international protection process.

12/11/2019WRM04100Divorce Process

12/11/2019WRM04200275. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the new re-
duced waiting time for divorce, which was due to be introduced in June or July 2019, can be 
applied for. [46648/19]

12/11/2019WRM04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Family Law Act 
2019 was signed into law by the President on 25 October 2019 and makes a number of amend-
ments to existing laws in relation to divorce in Ireland.  The Act comprises 3 Parts in all, with 
Part 1 pertaining to the short title and commencement of the Act.

Part 2 of the Act provides for amendments to Acts relating to family law.  The main provi-
sion in Part 2 is section 3.  Section 3 amends section 5 of the Family Law (Divorce) Act 1996.  
This reduces the minimum living apart period specified in that Act to two years during the 
previous three years.  Previously the minimum living apart period was four years during the 
previous five years.

Part 3 of the Act makes provision for the recognition of divorces, legal separations and mar-
riage annulments granted under the law of the United Kingdom, in the event that the United 
Kingdom withdraws from the European Union without an agreement that applies to this area of 
law.  I will bring Part 3 into operation only if and when the United Kingdom withdraws from 
the European Union without such an agreement. 

It is my intention to make a commencement order to bring all sections of Parts 1 and 2 of 
the Family Law Act 2019 into operation on 1 December 2019.  At the heart of the Government’s 
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reforms in this area of the law is a desire to ease the burden on people whose marriages have 
broken down.  This legislation will ensure that the process for obtaining a divorce is fair, digni-
fied and humane.

12/11/2019WRM04400Courts Service Data

12/11/2019WRM04500276. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the informa-
tion requested in Parliamentary Question No. 105 of 3 October 2019 will be furnished; if he 
will intervene to ensure that information is provided by the Courts Service in response to par-
liamentary questions in a more timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46695/19]

12/11/2019WRM04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As set out in my response 
to the Deputy on 3 October, the data requested is not maintained by the Department of Justice 
and Equality.  I requested the information concerned from the Courts Service and undertook to 
revert to the Deputy as soon as I received the information. 

I consulted further with the Courts Service, upon provision by the Deputy of clarification to 
my Department in relation to the particular issue of interest to him. 

The matter raised also concerns the Central Bank, for which I have no responsibility as 
Minister for Justice and Equality.  I understand that information in relation to the matters raised 
by the Deputy has been provided to him by the Minister for Finance in his response to Parlia-
mentary Question 56 of 3 October 2019.  

I have asked the Courts Service to contact the Deputy directly if they have any further in-
formation to add on this matter. If you have not heard from them within 21 days, please contact 
my office.

12/11/2019WRM04700Proposed Legislation

12/11/2019WRM04800277. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
explosives Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46702/19]

12/11/2019WRM04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the Explosives Bill is intended to provide for the repeal of the Explosives Act 1875 and 
replacement with a modern statutory framework for the control of the manufacture, storage, 
importation, transport and supply of explosives.  It is currently being drafted by the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel and I am informed that drafting is at quite an advanced stage. 

12/11/2019WRM05000Trade Agreements

12/11/2019WRM05100278. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation when a final completed sustainability impact assessment of the Mercosur trade agree-
ment will be completed by the European Commission; and if the Directorate-General for Trade 
is the lead Commission directorate for this impact assessment. [46079/19]

12/11/2019WRM05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): DG 
TRADE is the European Commission Directorate which commissioned an external consul-
tancy for the Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) of the EU-Mercosur Agreement. An SIA 
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is an instrument used by the Commission to support trade negotiations conducted by the EU 
Trade Commissioner on behalf of the European Union to aid our trade negotiators in conduct-
ing sound, evidence-based and transparent trade negotiations with partner countries. Accord-
ingly, SIAs are independent assessments produced by external consultants to provide in-depth 
analysis of the potential economic, social, human rights, and environmental impacts of trade 
negotiations. 

DG TRADE first conducted a Trade Sustainability Impact Assessment on EU-Mercosur in 
2009. However, since that time, several factors led to the Commission revisiting that Assess-
ment, including new and emerging trade flows between the EU and Mercosur region, and up-
dated Commission policy on the inclusion of human rights issues as part of SIA considerations.

DG TRADE commissioned a new EU-Mercosur SIA in March 2017 with the publication of 
Terms of Reference for an updated SIA. This was followed by an Inception Report in January 
2018 published by LSE consulting which provided for an overview of the proposed framework 
for conducting the sustainability assessment analysis and methodologies to be employed, in-
cluding the consultations activities for the study.  

On 4th October 2019, the European Commission published the draft interim SIA report 
for the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement. According to the report, the Agreement can be 
expected to have a positive impact on the economies of all parties to the agreement – raising 
wages and contributing to a reduction in inequalities. 

Civil society groups were given an opportunity to comment on the interim report up until 
the end of October. The independent consultants are now working on a draft final report that 
should be with the Commission before the end of the year. Civil Society groups will again be 
afforded the opportunity to comment on the final draft report with their reflections interspersed 
within the final report where appropriate.  

The final report is expected to be published in early 2020 and will be published in advance 
of the final legal text of the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement, which is currently undergo-
ing a legal scrubbing exercise and is not expected to be tabled until later next year.

In the meantime, the Government has committed to undertake a full economic and environ-
mental sustainability assessment of the agreement for our economy.  Terms of Reference for 
this impact assessment are currently being developed. This study will inform the Irish Govern-
ment’s approach to this Agreement when the final legal texts are tabled later in 2020. 

12/11/2019WRM05300Trade Relations

12/11/2019WRM05400279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the extent to which she, through the international community, uses her influence to discour-
age trade wars; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46610/19]

12/11/2019WRM05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the Deputy will be aware, Trade Policy is a competence of the European Commission under 
the EU Treaties and defined as the Common Commercial Policy (CCP).  The Lisbon Treaty 
extended this competence to cover foreign direct investment, as well as making the European 
Parliament a co-legislator alongside the Council on trade matters.  Under this architecture the 
European Commission acts as lead negotiator on behalf of all EU countries regarding trade 
agreements with non-EU countries. Member States (in Council) approve negotiating directives 
(or mandates) before negotiations begin, are consulted as the negotiations proceed and have 
final approval at Council as has the European Parliament.  In addition, the EU Commission 
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represents Ireland and other EU Member States at the World Trade Organisation (WTO), taking 
into account the needs of individual Member States and the collective good of the Union.  

The current international trade environment has seen a rise of protectionism, which is an 
unwelcome development for Ireland, given our open and globalised economy and has the po-
tential to harm market sentiment and disrupt global supply chains should the situation escalate.  

Ireland and the EU are strong supporters of multilateral approaches to solving a range of 
global challenges.  In that context, we see the WTO as the forum by which the international 
community can successfully promote economic development and free trade in support of good 
jobs for our people. Importantly, it provides a bulwark against damaging trade disputes and 
remains as relevant today as it was at its establishment in 1995, albeit reforms to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st Century are required.  

Ireland is strongly supportive of the EU Commission’s ongoing work on WTO reform, in-
cluding its previous proposals which I believe to be both practical and sensible in their aim to 
promote engagement by partners, especially the US, to drive the reform process forward.

Another key support for dependable rules-based trade is the EU’s suite of Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs), which has evolved over time, from the ‘First Generation’ FTAs dating back to 
the 1970s which focused on tariffs for goods, to the current ‘New Generation’ of FTAs which 
go beyond the reduction or elimination of conventional tariff barriers to include; non-tariff and 
regulatory barriers, services, investment, recognition of professional qualifications, intellectual 
property rights, access to public procurement, regulatory cooperation, sustainable development, 
labour and environment.  These help to open new markets, break down barriers and provide 
new opportunities for Irish based firms.

One of the most important aspects of the EU’s trade policy is that - alongside protecting 
European businesses and consumers - it is promoting the EU’s principles and values.  Further-
more, each Agreement includes arrangements for joint committee oversight which promotes 
dialogue as a means of settling any potential trade dispute or differences in interpretation, that 
may arise under the individual Agreements.

The benefits of the establishment of comprehensive EU Free Trade Agreements with third 
countries must not only be counted in terms of the economic benefits, but also the establishment 
of strong lines of communication and areas of common interest with other economies.  These 
ties encourage both the EU and its trade partners to adopt a unified, diplomatic approach to any 
respective areas of concern that may arise within a mutually respectful environment, as valued, 
respected and equal trade partners.

12/11/2019WRN00200Small and Medium Enterprises

12/11/2019WRN00300280. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
timeline for the implementation of the recommendations emanating from two reports (details 
supplied); when the consultative group is due to hold its first meeting; the budget that will be 
allocated to the group and towards implementation of the report recommendations; the data for 
Irish SME rates in tabular form; the OECD average for productivity rate, start-up rate, churn 
rate and percentage of SMEs trading across borders; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46017/19]

12/11/2019WRN00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I am committed to driving the recommenda-
tions of the recently launched Report and Strategy Roadmap of the OECD’s Review of SME 
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and Entrepreneurship Policy in Ireland.  My Department and its Agencies are focused on pro-
viding the most appropriate and focused supports to Irish firms. 

Through my Department’s ongoing engagement with the OECD secretariat, I was made 
aware of what was at that point a forthcoming recommendation to establish an interdepart-
mental committee on SMEs and entrepreneurship and extending the consultative role of the 
Advisory Group on Small Business to a broader group of Departmental entities. The OECD 
also stated the vital importance of such a group being Ministerial led thus giving the group the 
recognition and engagement at political level it so deserves.

The Advisory Group on Small Business (AGSB) has served us well and has carried out a 
lot of very valuable work since its inception in 2011. However, this recommendation has hit 
the nail on the head and both I and Minister Breen, group chair, warmly welcomed this recom-
mendation as a positive opportunity to broaden its current remit. 

We need to use the policy experts throughout our network to the best advantage of entre-
preneurs and SMEs. We need the representative groups and business people themselves to be 
actively involved. By involving all the different parties that interact with SMEs or are SMEs 
themselves, we can get the best value and effect out of relevant policies. 

The inaugural meeting of the SME and Entrepreneurship Consultation Group took place on 
Wednesday 27rd March 2019. Subsuming the original functions of the AGSB, this new portfo-
lio provides a platform for high-level structured engagement between Government, agencies, 
representative bodies and small businesses.

Over 40 stakeholders attended the inaugural meeting, together, they will be formulating a 
plan of how to progress the conclusions and recommendations from the OECD Review of SME 
and Entrepreneurship Polices in Ireland.

Through the mechanism of the new SME and Entrepreneurship Consultation Group my 
Department has hosted and facilitated two further meetings in 2019. In July my Department 
hosted a SME and Entrepreneurship Strategy Conference under Future Jobs Pillar 2 - SME 
Productivity at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin on July 12th and the more recent launch of the 
OECD Report and SME and Entrepreneurship Strategy Roadmap on the 31st October at DBEI 
in Kildare Street. 

Going forward into 2020, committee members will be asked to focus on the pillar most suit-
ed to their own expertise. The group will focus on a number of pillars such as R&D, Standards, 
Skills, Finance and Clustering. As we progress and firm up what the role of the Committee will 
be, members will be asked to take responsibility for their areas of consideration and provide 
structured feedback to the Group and its Secretariat who will be expecting concrete feedback 
and thought out suggestions.

Finally, there is no budget allocated to the running of the Consultation Group as with the 
previous AGSB. Those willing to participate give of their time and invaluable experience at 
no additional cost to the exchequer. They like I, Minister Breen and our colleagues across the 
whole of Government are committed to driving a new SME and Entrepreneurship Strategy 
which is wholly beneficial to anyone trying to turn a business idea into a business reality. 

 - Ireland
Share  of Start Ups 10%
Churn Rate 7.1%
Productivity  Rate (GDP) 83.2%
Firm Exporting Propensity 6.3%
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* Share of Start Ups – SME and Entrepreneurship Policy in Ireland, Overall Assessment and 
Recommendations, Figure 1.3 

* Churn Rate- SME and Entrepreneurship Policy in Ireland, SME and Entrepreneurship 
Characteristics and Performance in Ireland, Figure 2.7

 * Productivity Rate (GDP)- SME and Entrepreneurship Policy in Ireland, SME Productiv-
ity in Ireland, Figure 7.2

12/11/2019WRN00500Regional Development Initiatives

12/11/2019WRN00600281. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 303 of 17 September 2019, when construction will com-
mence on the project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46039/19]

12/11/2019WRN00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department’s Regional Enterprise Development Fund (REDF) is an effective policy instrument 
particularly as a complement to the Regional Enterprise Plans and was introduced to support the 
development and implementation of collaborative and innovative projects that can sustain and 
add to employment at county, regional and national level.  To date, through an allocation of €60 
million over two competitive calls, 42 projects have been supported by the REDF nationwide, 
with the MERITS project referenced by the Deputy securing €1,917,200 in grant support under 
Call One of the REDF.  

The MERITS hub is one of the projects funded under Call 1 of the REDF. The Mid East 
Regional Innovation Think Space (MERITS) located in Naas County Kildare is a new build 
project to cluster Irish and international new-technology companies and provide them with 
mentorship and support, including the provision of co-working and office space for up to 100 
people. The project is supported by strong collaboration with Kildare County Council, May-
nooth University/ MaynoothWorks, Kildare Chamber and the three Mid East LEOs (Kildare, 
Meath & Wicklow). 

As regards an update on the MERITS project, clearance works have been completed on the 
site and I have been advised by Enterprise Ireland that the construction tendering process is now 
concluded and that the build works will commence in the coming days.

The Deputy may also wish to note that I announced a €45 million third call of the REDF in 
June 2019 which closed in September 2019. I expect that successful projects under this call will 
be announced by the end of this year.   

12/11/2019WRN00800Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRN00900282. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46085/19]

12/11/2019WRN01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): De-
tails of the post enactment reports published by my Department during the period in question 
are set out below.
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Name of Act  Date of Publication of Post Enactment 
Report

Companies (Accounting) Act 2017 (No. 9 of 
2017) 

 19 March 2018

Competition (Amendment) Act 2017 (No. 12 of 
2017) 

 28 August 2018

Companies (Amendment) Act 2017 (No. 13 of 
2017) 

 19 March 2018

12/11/2019WRN01100Work Permits Applications Data

12/11/2019WRN01200283. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of outstanding work permit applications for employers seeking to employ skilled staff 
in the meat industry; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a shortage of such 
skills within the industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46150/19]

12/11/2019WRN01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): All 
employment permit applications remain in the employment permit processing queue until 
reached for processing at which stage the appropriate economic sector and occupation is as-
signed.  Therefore, there is no statistical data available regarding the number of outstanding 
work permit applications for employers seeking to employ skilled staff in the meat industry.

In 2018, at my request, following significant and ongoing engagement with the agri-food 
sector and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, a review of the emerging la-
bour shortages being experienced in that sector was undertaken resulting in the introduction 
of a pilot scheme  which provided for operatives for the horticulture, dairy farming and meat 
processing industries. A quota of 250 employment permits was introduced initially for meat 
processing operatives. This quota has been increased twice with provision made for a further 
500 and 750 bringing the total to 1,500 permits. The Department is currently considering a fur-
ther business case submitted by meat industry employer representatives for an additional quota 
for meat processing operatives and is engaging with officials in the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine in this regard.

In May 2019, following a submission made by meat industry employer representatives to 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, citing the continuing difficulties experi-
enced by employers in the sector to source labour to fill vacancies in such a labour intensive 
occupation such as the Meat Deboner role, approval was given to reopen the quota of Meat 
Deboner General Employment permits which had been closed since 2017. The quota was ex-
tended to provide an additional 300 employment permits. The quota was extended following 
consideration of the submission by the industry of a business case citing the continuing diffi-
culties experienced by employers in the sector to source labour resources, despite their invest-
ment in training programmes and recruitment drives both nationally and across the EEA. The 
employment permit system offers an interim solution for employers where specific skills prove 
difficult to source within the EEA.  To date 197 of these permits have issued.

12/11/2019WRN01400Health and Safety Authority 

12/11/2019WRN01500284. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of a HSA investigation (details supplied). [46162/19]

12/11/2019WRN01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Any 
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death in the workplace is a sad moment, and one of immense personal loss to the friends and 
family of the person involved.  I would therefore like to offer my personal condolences to the 
family and friends of the individual involved in this incident.

On a more general point, the investigation of workplace fatalities is a statutory function of 
the Health and Safety Authority in which I have no role. Therefore, it would not be appropriate 
for me to comment on the status of investigations being conducted by the Health and Safety 
Authority.

However, in respect of the particular incident to which the Deputy is referring, I am aware 
that the Health and Safety Authority has been in communication with the next of kin, and that 
they will keep them advised of the progress of the investigation and any decisions or actions 
arising from the investigation. I am also informed by the Health and Safety Authority that the 
inquest into the unfortunate death arising from this incident, opened on the 7th Nov 2019. I un-
derstand that the lead investigating inspector from the Health and Safety Authority was present 
at the inquest, after which he spoke to the next of kin and their legal representative, who were 
also present.

I would point out that the Health and Safety Authority cannot release any details of the in-
vestigation to any party while an investigation is ongoing in order to ensure the integrity of the 
investigation. I am sure the Deputy appreciates the necessity for this.

12/11/2019WRN01700Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRN01800285. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to her Department in 
Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46287/19]

12/11/2019WRN01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ac-
commodation for my Department and its Offices is provided by the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) in buildings which are either State owned or leased by the OPW on our behalf. Typi-
cally, the Department and its Offices are in shared accommodation, either with other Govern-
ment Departments, public bodies or the private sector. 

The Department and its Offices are located in 11 locations across the country, six of which 
are in Dublin and five regionally, as set out in the table below.  

The Department works closely with OPW colleagues to ensure the provision of appropriate, 
fit-for-purpose accommodation for our staff which must be tailored for any services being pro-
vided to the public. Every effort is made to optimise the physical space that is made available 
to us through the OPW.

The accommodation portfolio typically includes the provision of desk space, training rooms, 
meeting rooms, public hearing areas, public office areas, canteen facilities, secure onsite file 
storage, toilets and shower facilities amongst other things. The desk provision to staff must also 
take into account various working patterns in line with family friendly policies available across 
the Civil Service. 

In addition, given the nature of certain functions carried out by the Offices, certain locations 
also provide for a “hot desk” option for staff to avail of from time to time. For example, the role 
of Inspectors in the Workplace Relations Commission involves them undertaking inspections 
across the country and away from their own head office. 
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As can be seen from the table below each location has a different scale of operation. From 
time to time, an office layout can be repurposed to meet business needs. The installation of 
additional desks must be balanced with the need to ensure compliance with health and safety 
legislation and its impact on other requirements such as meeting, hearing and training rooms 
and areas for public access. Such changes must also not adversely impact on existing lease ar-
rangements with the landlord nor on other tenants in the building. Currently there is a 1% staff-
ing vacancy rate across the locations below.  

Office of the Department Location Number of posts (198 in 
total) 

Patents Office Government Buildings, 
Lower Hebron Road, 
Kilkenny 

55

Companies Registration 
Office and the Workplace 
Relations Commission 

O’Brien Road, Carlow 114

Workplace Relations Com-
mission

Building 400, Westpark 
Business Campus, Shannon, 
Co Clare.

11

Workplace Relations Com-
mission

Marino House, Finisklin 
Business Park, Sligo 

10

Workplace Relations Com-
mission

Centre Park House, Cork.   8

12/11/2019WRN02000IDA Ireland Site Visits

12/11/2019WRN02100286. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if there are foreign direct investment visits planned for County Meath; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46337/19]

12/11/2019WRN02200287. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there are foreign direct investment visits planned for County Westmeath; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46338/19]

12/11/2019WRN02300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 286 and 287 together.

Regional development remains a key priority for myself and my Department. We understand 
the importance of achieving the best possible spread of employment and investment across the 
country and my Department and its Agencies have been working hard towards that goal. Sig-
nificant progress has already been made, with 58% of all IDA client-supported employment, 
for example, now located outside Dublin. This figure represents the highest such figure in the 
history of the Agency. Last year the Agency also delivered 113 regional investments. Our aim 
is to increase these numbers further and create more jobs and economic opportunities across 
regional Ireland. 

Whilst site visits are an important tool in helping showcase regional locations to investors, 
it is important to remember - as I have made clear before - that the final decision as to where 
to invest rests solely with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does 
not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant proportion of all new foreign direct 
investment (FDI) comes from existing IDA clients already present in the country. 
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For commercial sensitivity reasons, IDA Ireland can only make data available on site visits 
that have already taken place. Over the first three quarters of this year, Counties Meath and 
Westmeath have hosted three and 16 site visits respectively.

FDI levels in both Meath and Westmeath are trending in the right direction. Meath experi-
enced a 4.5% increase in IDA supported employment in 2018, with the creation of 67 new jobs. 
Similarly, FDI employment in Westmeath increased by 16.5% with 493 net new jobs added last 
year. The enterprise agencies under my remit will continue to engage with their clients and with 
one another to secure further investment and job creation for Meath and Westmeath in the time 
ahead.  

12/11/2019WRN02500Work Permits Applications Data

12/11/2019WRN02600288. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the number of applications for work permits received in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; the number of applications that remained to be processed by 1 November 
in each year in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46358/19]

12/11/2019WRN02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
statistics requested by the Deputy are attached.

As the economy improves and we approach full employment, my Department has expe-
rienced a high volume of employment permit applications which has led to some delays in 
processing applications. The current level of demand is due to our economic success, growing 
labour market and reduced labour surplus. 

In order to reduce processing times, the Employment Permits section has introduced a num-
ber of operational changes, streamlined processes and implemented ICT solutions.  Additional 
staffing resources have also been assigned to the section and a fast track training programme 
has been devised. 

Employment Permits Section is working to further reduce the current waiting times of:

-  3 weeks for Trusted Partners which account for 73% of applications this year (down from 
a peak of 7 weeks).  Trusted Partners are regular users of the service.

-  10 weeks for standard applications which account for 27% of applications this year (down 
from a peak of 16 weeks).

At end October 2019, 15,538 applications have been received, an 11% increase on the same 
time last year.  At the same time there has been a 31% increase in the amount of applications 
processed (16,001) compared to the same period last year.  In July 2019, Employment Permits 
Section processed more employment permit applications (1,828) than during any month in the 
past 11 years.  Quarter 3 of 2019 was the busiest Quarter in the last 11 years with 5,072 permit 
applications being processed so the changes currently being implemented within Employment 
Permits are resulting in higher outputs and reduced processing times.  At the end of October 
2019, there were 1,987 applications in the processing queue, down from a peak of 3,230 in 
September 2018. 

An independent Business Process Review (BPR) is currently being carried out to identify 
further efficiencies that can be implemented in the short term and as a first step in the develop-
ment of a new IT processing system during 2020 which will take advantage of all the new tech-
nologies available, including full digitisation.  The Review, which included engagement from 
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key stakeholders, is close to completion with the report expected before the end of the year.

Applicants are advised to apply for the employment permit at least 12 weeks in advance 
of the expected start date so that any impact of the current extended processing timelines on 
recruitment timeframes is minimised. 

2016 2017 2018
Applications Re-
ceived

11,317 13,217 16,735

*As at the 1st   November 2019

1st November 
2016

1st November 
2017

1st November 
2018

1st November 
2019

Applications 
remaining to be 
processed on 1st 
November in 
each year

1,025 1,175 2,766 1,987

12/11/2019WRN02800Enterprise Ireland Investments

12/11/2019WRN02900289. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason it is Enterprise Ireland policy not to fund capacity in the meat processing sector in 
view of the need for competition in the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46387/19]

12/11/2019WRN03000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland (EI) is tasked with strengthening Irish exporting companies throughout the 
country and equipping them with the tools they need to succeed in global markets.

Currently, there is overcapacity in the Irish Beef processing sector. Given this overcapacity, 
it is EI policy not to support new entrants to the sector at this time. 

EI policy in the meat processing sector is focussed on strengthening and improving the 
competitiveness of the sector through Research & Development, Productivity and Training and 
Capability Supports. This will enable clients in this sector to compete effectively in the global 
marketplace.

EI continues to keep the matter under review.

12/11/2019WRN03100Departmental Strategy Statements

12/11/2019WRN03200290. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of an overview of the national policy statement on entrepreneurship; and the period it 
covers. [46390/19]

12/11/2019WRN03300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I am committed to the development of a busi-
ness environment that is encouraging of entrepreneurs countrywide. My Department launched 
the National Policy Statement on Entrepreneurship (NPSE) in October 2014. It was designed to 
cover the five years up to 2019. 
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This Policy Statement represents the first time an Irish Government has published a com-
prehensive national plan for entrepreneurship in Ireland. It set out the Government’s strategic 
objectives as a facilitator within the Irish entrepreneurship ecosystem. Its ambition to double 
the jobs impact of start-ups on the Irish economy over the 5 years by:

-  Increasing the number of start-ups by 25% (3,000 more start-ups per annum)

-  Increasing the survival rate in the first five years by 25% (1,800 more survivors per an-
num), and 

-  Improving the capacity of start-ups to grow to scale by 25%.

The Central Statistics Office Business Demography report 2016 indicates there were 19,249 
new enterprise births in 2016, up from 16,256 in 2015. This is already very close to the target of 
3000 for the five-year period. The other measurements will be examined from future Business 
Demography reports.  

In its inception, the NPSE was seen as a means for facilitating the entrepreneurs of Ireland 
in creating, surviving and growing their businesses after a period of huge upheaval in terms of 
the economy and in new technologies and disruptive business models. Irish entrepreneurs, as 
ever, have shown resilience, innovation and the willingness to take risks which has seen the 
rapid increase in the number of business births but also a reduction in the rates of business 
deaths. Marking the half way point of the Statement, 2017 saw the development and organisa-
tion of the Mid-term Review. My Department held a number of stakeholder meetings grouped 
by those involved in education; state bodies and entrepreneurs themselves.

Members of the start-up community were asked to identify those areas which have the po-
tential to impede the growth of their businesses. Entrepreneurs expressed that the ecosystem 
was of good quality. However, there were concerns that there were numerous supports for start-
ups but less and not enough supports once a company grew to the 8-10 employee stage. They 
felt strongly that there had been progress in increased female participation, but further efforts 
were needed. The entrepreneurs stated that there is a lack of available skilled labour in the Irish 
market and the current restrictions and high salary requirements are putting them under enor-
mous pressure. The general access to finance ecosystem in Ireland was seen as under developed 
with a lack of Venture Capital. The Venture Capital available was perceived to be particularly 
lopsided in favour of male entrepreneurs. They stated that there needs to be greater diversifica-
tion in this market. 

In response to the feedback from the entrepreneurial stakeholders of the Mid-term Review, I 
committed to ensuring Ireland has an even more startup friendly environment. I recognised the 
need to develop a tailored SME and Entrepreneurship Strategy which would ensure Ireland’s 
reputation as being a positive environment to start and grow a business. 

In March 2018, my Department engaged the OECD to undertake a Review of SME and En-
trepreneurship Policy in Ireland to support as I saw to fit the specific needs of Irish enterprises. 

It has taken 18 months of intensive largescale engagement across Government, academia, 
agency, business representation and our small businesses to get to where we now have a SME 
and Entrepreneurship Policy Roadmap. 

I firmly believe that the work and engagement over the past five years carried out as a re-
sult of the NPSE, provided the impetus and conversation to accelerate the engagement of the 
OECD. 

The final report on the NPSE is currently being compiled by my officials.
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12/11/2019WRN03400InterTradeIreland Data

12/11/2019WRN03500291. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
details of the Acumen and Elevate programmes of InterTradeIreland and its funding advisory 
services; the current and capital budget allocation for the programme in each year over the 2018 
to 2020 period in tabular form; the number of participants in each year in the programme; and 
the maximum funding permitted to a successful applicant. [46392/19]

12/11/2019WRN03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In-
terTradeIreland (ITI), offer a range of supports to help SMEs in Ireland and Northern Ireland 
explore new cross-border markets, develop new products, processes and services and become 
investor ready. 

Acumen is ITI’s flagship trade programme which supports SMEs to develop cross-border 
business. Participant firms can access funding for either part-time or full-time sales salary sup-
port for new sales and marketing staff engaged in cross-border trade development. In 2018, 
over 100 SMEs were approved to participate in the programme. Of this group, 19 SMEs were 
supported with part-time salary support, and 97 SMEs supported with full-time salary support. 

Elevate, meanwhile, is a separate programme focused on helping micro enterprises take the 
first steps in exporting and exploring opportunities in a new cross-border market. In 2018, 75 
companies were approved for support under this initiative. 

ITI also offers a Funding Advisory Service which assists SMEs by providing the knowledge 
and skills to secure key sources of funding to grow their business. In 2018 ITI held 12 Fund-
ing Advisory Service Workshops across the island with four in Northern Ireland and eight in 
Ireland. Over the course of the year, 459 firms attended these Workshops. In addition, 22 com-
panies availed of one-to-one funding advice from ITI’s delivery partner, Grant Thornton. 

The tables below provide further details on the three respective programmes in terms of 
budget, maximum permitted funding and participation. The 2019 figures represent an estimate 
to include the remaining portion of this calendar year whilst the 2020 figures are projected tar-
gets.

Acumen - Maximum permitted funding £18,120   

Years 2018 2019 2020
Budget £1,479,476 £1,800,000 £1,700,000
Participants 116 128 125
Elevate -   Maximum permitted funding £5,000 

Years 2018 2019 2020
Budget £375,000 £375,000 £375,000
Participants 77 80 65
Funding Advisory Service – advisory workshops, funding not applicable   

Years 2018 2019 2020
Budget £100,000 £109,350 £109,350
Participants 459 445 375

12/11/2019WRN03700Enterprise Ireland Data
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12/11/2019WRN03800292. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of part-time and full-time staff that are specifically allocated to work in the exporter 
development department of Enterprise Ireland, which provides assistance to irregular exporters 
and would-be exporters; the annual cost of this department; and the annual staffing and non-
staffing costs. [46393/19]

12/11/2019WRN03900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): En-
terprise Ireland supports companies in urban and rural areas to start, innovate and remain com-
petitive in international markets, now and into the future. A key part of this activity is to support 
prospective and emerging exporters. Enterprise Ireland’s Exporter Development Department 
assists prospective and emerging exporters with greater than 10 employees to support them in 
fulfilling their global ambition.   The Table below details the number of full-time and part-time 
staff, the annual staffing costs and non staffing costs of the Exporter Development Department.

The Exporter Development Department works with companies considering exporting as a 
platform for scaling through Enterprise Ireland’s client engagement model. Enterprise Ireland’s 
Exporter Development Department runs client knowledge events, promotional activities and 
provides Business Growth Advisors. 

Key supports available to prospective and emerging exporters include:

-  An online export preparedness scorecard to help companies to determine their capability 
to develop and implement an export led business plan.   

-  One day Exporter Development Workshops which serves to provide early stage export-
ers; a set of practical export development tools, a checklist which focusses on becoming export 
ready, access to Enterprise Ireland’s advice, reports and market research guidelines and intro-
duction to Enterprise Ireland Export Development Advisors.

-  In 2019, Enterprise Ireland in conjunction with the Local Enterprise Office Network 
hosted a series of half-day masterclasses on the ‘Essentials of Exporting’. The events are aimed 
at early-stage exporters and companies not currently exporting, to enable them to grow their 
business and scale in international markets. 

Table 1. The number of full-time and part-time staff, the annual staffing cost, non staff-
ing costs of the Exporter Development Department, Enterprise Ireland

Full-Time Staff Part-Time Staff Annual Staffing   
Costs

Non Staffing 
Costs

8 2  €772,216 €263,367
Note:   The non-staffing costs includes expenditure on client knowledge events, general 

promotional activities, business growth advisors and administration costs.        

12/11/2019WRN04000Brexit Supports

12/11/2019WRN04100293. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason the Brexit loan scheme does not incorporate an interest rate subsidy. [46394/19]

12/11/2019WRN04200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme was launched in March of 2018. The Scheme, using a combination of Irish 
Exchequer and EU guarantees, leveraged up to €300 million of lending at a maximum interest 
rate of 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million - €14 million provided by my Department 
and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.



Questions - Written Answers

144

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to 
eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to miti-
gate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of the participating 
finance providers for a loan under the scheme.  

The effect of the guarantee is to lower the risk for the banks, which is passed through to the 
customer in the form of lower interest rates. Loans provided under the Brexit Loan Scheme are 
offered at a maximum interest rate of 4%. According to the Central Bank’s SME Market Report 
2019, the average interest rate on similar loans to SMEs is 5.7%. 

It should also be noted that loans of under €500,000 through the Brexit Loan Scheme are 
available on an unsecured basis, further reducing potential barriers to entry for Irish businesses.

12/11/2019WRN04300National Standards Authority of Ireland

12/11/2019WRN04400294. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
agency under her remit that represents Irish industry in terms of international standards partici-
pating in the International Organization for Standardization and International Electrotechnical 
Commission. [46396/19]

12/11/2019WRN04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) is Ireland’s National Standards Body (NSB) 
operating under the National Standards Authority of Ireland Act 1996.  The NSAI is under the 
remit of the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

NSAI is the Irish member of the following:

-  International Organization for Standardisation (ISO) 

-  International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 

-  European Committee for Standardisation (CEN)

-  European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation (CENELEC) 

-  European Telecommunication Standards Institute (ETSI) 

NSAI complies with EU Regulation 1025/2012 on Standardisation with regard to the en-
couragement and facilitation of broad stakeholder involvement in standards development, and 
has a database of approximately 1,600 experts drawn from Irish enterprise, regulation, aca-
demia and societal stakeholders.  Experts are supported by NSAI when representing Ireland in 
the international standards committees and working groups of ISO and IEC.  Voting on draft 
international standards is coordinated and cast by NSAI, taking account of the views of inter-
ested Irish stakeholders.

12/11/2019WRN04600IDA Ireland Site Visits

12/11/2019WRN04700295. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA site visits to Waterford city in each of the past four years; and her plans for the 
promotion of Waterford for foreign direct investment. [46410/19]

12/11/2019WRN04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
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Department and its agencies continue to work towards ambitious targets to ensure that employ-
ment and investment are distributed as evenly as possible across the country. Significant prog-
ress is being made, with 58% of all IDA-supported employment now outside of Dublin.  2018 
also saw more IDA jobs added in the regions than at any time over the past 17 years.  

When it comes to foreign direct investment (FDI), site visits do represent a valuable tool 
through which investors can be encouraged to invest in regional areas. However, as I have said 
before, site visit activity does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant per-
centage of all new FDI comes from existing IDA client companies. 

 Site visit data is collated on a county by county basis and information on site visits to spe-
cific cities and towns is therefore unavailable. As regards Waterford as a whole, the County 
hosted 16 site visits over the first three quarters of this year.

The IDA continues to actively market locations in Waterford to potential investors. Under 
its Regional Property Programme (RPP), the Agency has constructed two Advanced Technol-
ogy Buildings (ATBs) in the County. The first ATB was completed in 2015 and is currently 
occupied by EirGen Pharma. The second ATB was completed earlier this year and the IDA is 
currently seeking, through its network of offices in Ireland and overseas, an investor for it. 

More generally, Waterford continues to be a strong performer in attracting FDI. There are 38 
IDA client companies in the County employing approximately 7,100 people. In terms of recent 
investments, Emerald Contact Centre announced in September that they will create 200 new 
jobs over the next three years. In July, Agora Companies announced 135 additional jobs at their 
Waterford offices. Last May, Allstate Sales Group announced that it will establish software de-
velopment and support centres in Sligo and Waterford, creating 100 new jobs in each location. 

While progress has been made in helping to generating new investment in Waterford, the 
Government remains determined to attract more FDI to the County. The work of the IDA is 
obviously key in that respect and the Agency’s staff will continue engaging with its clients, as 
well as the other enterprise agencies, to help create more jobs and economic opportunities. 

The table below sets out the number of IDA site visits to County Waterford from 2015 to 
Q3 2019.

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 Q1-Q3 2019
Waterford 31 17 11 21 16

12/11/2019WRN04900Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRN05000296. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the disclosures log made by her Department under freedom of information was last up-
dated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46461/19]

12/11/2019WRN05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Freedom of Information Disclosure Log was last updated and published via this Department’s 
website on the 25th of October 2019 in accordance with Section 8 of the FOI Act 2014 exclud-
ing FOI requests that relate to requests for personal information. 

My Department has prepared its FOI Publication Scheme in accordance with the model 
publication scheme and guidelines made by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. 
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12/11/2019WRN05200Workplace Relations Commission

12/11/2019WRN05300297. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
changes in the industrial relations laws will be considered to allow former ESB workers to ac-
cess the Workplace Relations Commission regarding their pension freeze; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [46562/19]

12/11/2019WRN05400Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): Access to the industrial relations machinery of the State is governed by the defini-
tion of “worker” in Section 23 of the Industrial Relations Act 1990, which provides, inter alia, 
that a “worker” means any person aged 15 years or more who has entered into or works under a 
contract with an employer. However, it must be appreciated that where a person is retired they 
cannot have a dispute concerning their employment or non-employment. The High Court has 
established, back in 1977, that retired workers are classified with the status of ‘retired’ rather 
than ‘worker’. Such a non-worker classification is a bar to having recourse to the labour rela-
tions bodies. 

A retired person can, in time limited circumstances, seek redress from the industrial rela-
tions bodies. In 2015, the Industrial Relations Acts were amended with the insertion of section 
26A to the 1990 Act. It allows for a retired person access to the IR bodies in a period of 6-month 
post-retirement for matters arising pre-retirement. This 6-months is either from the date of re-
tirement or the date from when it became known or should have been known, the time frame in 
which to make a complaint for matters arising post-retirement. 

No case can be referred to the workplace relations bodies that comes within the remit of the 
Pensions Ombudsman. The role of the Pensions Ombudsman, within the meaning of Part XI 
(eleven) of the Pensions Act, is to act an independent and impartial means of resolving com-
plaints alleging financial loss occasioned by an act of maladministration and disputes of fact or 
law in relation to occupational pensions schemes and Personal Retirement Savings Accounts.

At this time, there are no plans to amend the Industrial Relations Act.  

12/11/2019WRN05500Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRN05600298. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the role her Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure her Depart-
ment will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and 
advertising or communication. [46622/19]

12/11/2019WRN05700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has a supporting role in the Be Winter Ready campaign.  Officials from my Depart-
ment attend the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning and relevant sub-groups.

In support of the campaign, my Department has published severe weather advice for busi-
ness on its website.  It is also promoting the campaign, from its website and on Twitter.  In 
severe weather events, other relevant advice may be posted on my Department’s website or that 
of the Workplace Relations Commission. 

These supports have been provided using internal staff resources and no expenditure has 
been incurred on external consultancy, advertising or communications services in support of 
this work.   
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12/11/2019WRN05800Enterprise Support Schemes

12/11/2019WRN05900299. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the grants or supports offered to persons wishing to establish a small business; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46699/19]

12/11/2019WRN06000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
31 Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), located in the Local Authorities nationwide are the ‘first-
stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial assistance and other supports for anyone intending 
to start or grow a business. 

The LEOs provide a ‘signposting’ service in relation to all relevant State supports available 
through agencies such as Revenue, the Department of Social Protection, Education and Train-
ing Boards, the Credit Review Office and Microfinance Ireland. The LEOs can also offer advice 
and guidance in areas such as Local Authority rates, Public Procurement and other regulations 
affecting business.

The LEOs can offer direct grant aid to microenterprises (up to 10 employees) in the manu-
facturing and internationally traded services sector which, over time, have the potential to de-
velop into strong export entities. Subject to certain eligibility criteria, the LEOs can provide 
financial assistance within three main categories:

-  Feasibility Grants (investigating the potential of a business idea) 

-  Priming Grants (to part-fund a start-up) 

-  Business Development grants for existing businesses that want to expand. 

For Start-ups or expanding businesses, the LEOs may be able to offer ‘soft’ support in the 
form of training or provide a mentor to work with the business proposer including courses such 
as:

-  The Start Your Own Business programme guides clients through the various aspects of 
business and business planning.  The objective is to assist clients in assessing their idea, its vi-
ability and to decide if they should proceed or take a step back.

-  The Mentor Programme is designed to match up the knowledge, skills, insights and entre-
preneurial capability of experienced business practitioners with small business owner/ manag-
ers who need practical and strategic one to one advice and guidance.

Additionally, the Research and Development Tax credit is aimed at start-up small and micro 
firms, who will be able to claim a higher rate of credit of 30% and will have improved options 
with regards to claiming the payable credit. These firms will also be able to claim the credit for 
expenditure incurred in advance of commencing to trade.

Furthermore, Enterprise Ireland is the state agency with responsibility for the development 
and growth of Irish enterprises in world markets. Enterprise Ireland works in partnership with 
Irish enterprises to help them start, innovate, scale and win export sales in global markets. In 
this way, Enterprise Ireland support sustainable economic growth, regional development and 
secure employment.

A key focus of Enterprise Ireland’s activity is supporting start-ups and the start-up ecosys-
tem as illustrated by the following EI programmes and service level agreements:

-  National Entrepreneurial Development Programme
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-  Competitive Start Fund

-  High Potential Start Ups equity support

-  Regional Accelerator Scheme 2015 -2017

-  Campus Incubator Scheme

-  Seed and Venture Capital Scheme 2013 -2018

-  Service Level Agreement in place with the BICs (Business Incubation Centres)

-  Service Level Agreement in place with Local Enterprise Offices to support micro-enter-
prise.

The supports and Service Level Agreements above enable Enterprise Ireland to support 
start-ups from idea generation up to scaling and succeeding in international markets. 

I am confident therefore that in the days and weeks ahead, the LEO network and Enterprise 
Ireland will continue their robust and meaningful engagement with their many clients and will 
remain an integral component in this Government’s toolkit to prepare our SME sector to face 
any challenge that comes with establishing new enterprises.

12/11/2019WRO00200Mental Health Services

12/11/2019WRO00300300. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of a project (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46016/19]

12/11/2019WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRO00500Hospital Car Parks

12/11/2019WRO00600301. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the matter 
of hospital parking charges; the status of the implementation plan; the next steps that will be 
taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46020/19]

12/11/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Hospitals which charge parking fees are 
cognisant of the financial implications parking costs can have on patients and their families, 
particularly those with long-term illnesses. Some hospitals have introduced a maximum daily 
fixed parking charge, thus capping this expense. I understand that some hospitals also provide 
reduced rate parking for long-term patients and visitors for whom the payment of the full rate 
would cause hardship.

I have made it clear I want to see progress made in this area and I am working with my 
Department and the HSE in this regard. As such, I requested the HSE to conduct a review of 
hospital car parking charges with a view to establishing clear national guidelines in the area. My 
Department and the HSE are currently engaging on a draft implementation plan to accompany 
the review report.

12/11/2019WRO00800Electronic Cigarettes
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12/11/2019WRO00900302. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to regulate e-cig-
arettes; his further plans to restrict the areas in which they can be used; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46056/19]

12/11/2019WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): E-cigarettes are currently regulated under 
the European Union (Manufacture, Presentation and Sale of Tobacco and Related Products) 
Regulations 2016 (S.I. 271/2016). These Regulations transpose the EU Tobacco Products Di-
rective (Directive 2014/40/EU). Under the Regulations health warnings which advise consum-
ers that e-cigarettes contain nicotine which is a highly addictive substance are mandatory. The 
Regulations also provide for mandatory safety and quality requirements for e-cigarettes and 
refill containers, including maximum nicotine concentrations for e-cigarettes containing nico-
tine, and maximum volumes for cartridges, tanks and nicotine liquid containers. The Regula-
tions require e-cigarette manufacturers or importers to notify the Health Service Executive of 
all products that they place on the market and, if a manufacturer, importer or distributor has a 
reason to believe that a product is not safe, they are required to immediately notify the Health 
Service Executive and to explain what corrective action has been taken. In relation to advertis-
ing, the Regulations prohibit advertisements for e-cigarettes online, on television and on radio.

In late October I received Government approval to draft legislation which will prohibit the 
sale of nicotine inhaling products such as e-cigarettes to and by persons under the age of 18. The 
Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill will also introduce a new licensing 
system for the retail sale of nicotine inhaling products.

E-cigarettes are not regulated under the workplace smoking ban, which was introduced on 
the basis of clear and unequivocal evidence that second hand smoke is harmful to non-smokers. 
That evidence base currently does not exist for the aerosol generated from e-cigarettes. How-
ever, evidence in relation to e-cigarettes is constantly evolving and in March of this year, I 
asked the Health Research Board to undertake a review of the evidence on the health harms of 
e-cigarettes, their effectiveness as an aid to smoking cessation and whether they act as a gate-
way to smoking tobacco products. The evidence review is expected to be completed in March 
2020 and it will contribute to informing any future regulation in this area. It is also worth noting 
that individual organisations are free to introduce an e-cigarette free policy if they choose to do 
so and many have, including public transport providers and local authorities.

12/11/2019WRO01100Primary Medical Certificates Applications

12/11/2019WRO01200303. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no region-
al services for those attending primary medical certificate assessment appointments meaning all 
applicants to the scheme must travel to Dublin to attend the assessments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46059/19]

12/11/2019WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRO01400Palliative Care for Children

12/11/2019WRO01500304. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his views on the lack of palliative 
care for paediatric patients in the South/South West Hospital Group; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46065/19]
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12/11/2019WRO01600305. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the staffing structure within the 
palliative care team in terms of paediatric care in the South/South West Hospital Group; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46066/19]

12/11/2019WRO01700307. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that children of all 
ages who are patients in need of palliative care in the South/South West Hospital Group have 
access to such care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46068/19]

12/11/2019WRO01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 304, 305 
and 307 together.

In December 2009 the Department of Health published Palliative Care for Children with 
Life Limiting Conditions: a National Policy. Containing 31 recommendations under 19 head-
ings, the structures set out in the Policy are designed to meet the palliative care needs of chil-
dren born with a life-limiting condition and their families across all care settings. 

The policy states that the preferred location of care for these children is the home and rec-
ommends the development of hospice at home services.

To respond to the increasing demand for palliative care services for children, the HSE, 
with co-funding from the Irish Hospice Foundation, established a Children’s Palliative Care 
Programme including three elements: a consultant post, an education programme, and the ap-
pointment of clinical nurse co-ordinators.

A 2016 Evaluation of the Children’s Palliative Care Programme encouraged hospital groups 
to examine their provision of paediatric palliative care, and a national policy endorsement of 
the development of children’s palliative care as a speciality. Each hospital group and local HSE 
management is requested to provide each Clinical Nurse Co-ordinator with administrative sup-
port. 

With regard to the Deputy’s specific queries, as these are service matters I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

12/11/2019WRO02000Palliative Care for Children

12/11/2019WRO02100306. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the procedures in place for paedi-
atric patients who require palliative care; the age at which children transition to adult care; the 
way in which such care is determined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46067/19]

12/11/2019WRO02200308. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the paediatric palliative care 
available by hospital by CHO, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46069/19]

12/11/2019WRO02300309. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of children that re-
quired and received palliative care in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by 
CHO and hospital, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46070/19]

12/11/2019WRO02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 306, 308 
and 309 together.

In December 2009 the Department of Health published Palliative Care for Children with 
Life Limiting Conditions: a National Policy. Containing 31 recommendations under 19 head-
ings, the structures set out in the Policy are designed to meet the palliative care needs of chil-
dren born with a life-limiting condition and their families across all care settings. 
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The policy states that the preferred location of care for these children is the home and rec-
ommends the development of hospice at home services.

To respond to the increasing demand for palliative care services for children, the HSE, 
with co-funding from the Irish Hospice Foundation, established a Children’s Palliative Care 
Programme including three elements: a consultant post, an education programme, and the ap-
pointment of clinical nurse co-ordinators.

A 2016 Evaluation of the Children’s Palliative Care Programme encouraged hospital groups 
to examine their provision of paediatric palliative care, and a national policy endorsement of 
the development of children’s palliative care as a speciality. Each hospital group and local HSE 
management is requested to provide each Clinical Nurse Co-ordinator with administrative sup-
port. 

With respect to the Deputy’s specific queries, as these are service matters I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 307 answered with Question No. 304.

Questions Nos. 308 and 309 answered with Question No. 306.

12/11/2019WRO02800Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2019WRO02900310. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when the new higher income 
limits for medical card eligibility will come into effect (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46076/19]

12/11/2019WRO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As announced in Budget 2020, medical card 
gross income limits for those over 70 will be increased to €550 per week for a single person 
aged over 70 (currently €500 per week) and to €1050 for a couple aged over 70 (currently €900 
per week) and will apply from July 2020.

12/11/2019WRO03100Drug Treatment Programmes Data

12/11/2019WRO03200311. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if further details of the 793 resi-
dential places available for the treatment of persons with drug addiction problems will be pro-
vided; the number of beds directly provided by the HSE; the number that are sourced from 
private provision; the location of the 19 inpatient unit detoxification beds; the breakdown of the 
127 community based residential detoxification beds and the 625 residential rehabilitation beds 
by LHO; the location of the four adolescent residential detoxification beds and the 18 adoles-
cent residential beds; and the number of beds available under such headings in each of the years 
2015 to 2018, in tabular form. [46077/19]

12/11/2019WRO03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRO03400Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRO03500312. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number, date of publication 
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and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46094/19]

12/11/2019WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information the Deputy requested is set 
out in the following table:

Act Date of Post Enactment Report
Public Health (Sunbeds) Act 2014 21/07/2015
Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017 26/04/2018
Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 
2017

11/12/2018

Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2016 06/11/2019
Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2017 06/11/2019
In addition, my Department has responsibility for Part 4 of the Civil Liability (Amendment) 

Act 2017 and inputted in relation to Part 4 in the post-enactment report on the Act laid by the 
Department of Justice and Equality in 2018.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that I have asked my officials to monitor compliance 
with Dáil Standing Order 164A.

12/11/2019WRO03700Departmental Funding

12/11/2019WRO03800313. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when an allocation will be made 
to a support centre (details supplied) under the community and voluntary support grant scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46101/19]

12/11/2019WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRO04000Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

12/11/2019WRO04100314. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to build a new nursing 
home to replace a home (details supplied) and maintain the provision of long-stay beds in Ro-
screa, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46102/19]

12/11/2019WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

12/11/2019WRO04300General Medical Services Scheme Data

12/11/2019WRO04400315. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 140 of 23 October 2019, the number of persons eligible for the GMS and drugs pay-
ment scheme, respectively, by LHO area in each of the years 2008 to 2011; and the number of 
persons that availed of the long-term illness scheme by LHO area in each of the years 2008 to 
2011 (details supplied). [46103/19]

12/11/2019WRO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
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Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRO04600Health Services Provision

12/11/2019WRO04700316. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when the statutory home 
care scheme will be piloted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46116/19]

12/11/2019WRO04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Sláintecare Im-
plementation Strategy commits to the introduction of a statutory homecare scheme by the end 
of 2021.  As part of this, work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the develop-
ment of the scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms and in 2019 work 
has focussed on the design of the scheme, the options for regulation, and a review of existing 
services.

Of the additional €52m allocated in Budget 2020 for home support services, a proportion 
of this funding will be used to test a reformed model of service delivery in 2020 at pilot sites.  
My Department is currently working with the HSE to identify the pilot sites and to agree the 
approach to testing.

I expect to be in a position to provide further details in January 2020.

12/11/2019WRO04900Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRO05000317. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Carlow will be seen in the gastroenterology clinic of St. Luke’s General Hospital, 
Kilkenny. [46117/19]

12/11/2019WRO05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRO05200Departmental Funding

12/11/2019WRO05300318. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if funding will be will be pro-
vided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46119/19]
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12/11/2019WRO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRO05500Services for People with Disabilities

12/11/2019WRO05600319. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting for occupational therapy and physiotherapy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46120/19]

12/11/2019WRO05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP00200Hospitals Funding

12/11/2019WRP00300320. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the initial current and capital 
budget allocation for each hospital in the RCSI hospital group in each of the years 2014 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the final outturn for each hospital in each year; and the 
estimate for same in 2019. [46133/19]

12/11/2019WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

12/11/2019WRP00500Disease Incidence

12/11/2019WRP00600321. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of scarlet 
fever that have presented in 2018 and to date in 2019, by age categories and by each CHO area. 
[46137/19]

12/11/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRP00800Autism Support Services

12/11/2019WRP00900322. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for access to a 
service (details supplied); the number of children on the waiting list; his plans to address wait-
ing times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46138/19]

12/11/2019WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP01100Rare Diseases

12/11/2019WRP01200323. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to Ehlers-Danlos syndrome; if his Department or the HSE keep a register of persons with the 
condition; if so, the age, location and number of persons with the condition; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46139/19]

12/11/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP01400Rare Diseases Strategy

12/11/2019WRP01500324. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to compile a reg-
ister of persons with Ehler-Danlos syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46140/19]

12/11/2019WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP01700Disease Management

12/11/2019WRP01800325. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the care pathway for persons 
with Ehlers-Danlos syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46141/19]

12/11/2019WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP02000Disease Management

12/11/2019WRP02100326. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to specific general practitioner training or support for the diagnosis and treatment of Ehlers-
Danlos syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46142/19]

12/11/2019WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP02300Disease Management

12/11/2019WRP02400327. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the consultants employed by 
the HSE specifically for the treatment and diagnosis of Ehlers-Danlos syndrome; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46143/19]
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12/11/2019WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP02600Medical Conditions

12/11/2019WRP02700328. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if myalgic en-
cephalomyelitis, ME, will be recognised as an illness in view of the fact that thousands of 
persons here have the illness but are not acknowledged; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46174/19]

12/11/2019WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic 
encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) is a complex debilitating disorder which is char-
acterised by severe fatigue accompanied by a range of other symptoms.

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a 
correct diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently 
available. As a result clinical assessment and the design of care plans need to be tailored to the 
individual patient. There are assessments and tests which can be carried out in primary care 
settings by a General Practitioner. Specialised tests may be required when considering and rul-
ing out other diagnoses. Relevant specialists are usually accessed through out patient clinics 
at secondary care level. The General Practitioner is regarded as best placed to refer patients, if 
appropriate.

Work is under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated 
Outpatient Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient 
is treated and the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-
frames. Consideration is also being given to condition specific referral forms. This work should 
see significant improvements with respect to access to appropriate services.

12/11/2019WRP02900Mental Health Services Data

12/11/2019WRP03000329. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients admit-
ted to University Hospital Waterford’s adult mental health service in each day from 1 January to 
31 October 2019, in tabular form; if separate tables will be provided for the acute Bandon ward 
and the sub-acute Comeragh ward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46175/19]

12/11/2019WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRP03200Mental Health Services Data

12/11/2019WRP03300330. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of days from 1 
January to 31 October 2019 that the number of patients admitted to the acute Bandon ward 
and the sub-acute Comeragh ward of University Hospital Waterford was in excess of the bed 
capacity of each of the wards in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46176/19]

12/11/2019WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

12/11/2019WRP03500Mental Health Services Data

12/11/2019WRP03600331. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent staff allocated to University Hospital Waterford adult mental health service in each 
of the years 2000 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by job title in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46177/19]

12/11/2019WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRP03800Mental Health Services Data

12/11/2019WRP03900332. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of times in each 
of the years 2000 to 2018 and to date in 2019 that the adult mental health service at Univer-
sity Hospital Waterford was non-compliant with regulations for categories (details supplied) in 
tabular form. [46178/19]

12/11/2019WRP04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRP04100Mortality Rates

12/11/2019WRP04200333. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a differential in cancer survival rates between the public and private health systems. [46183/19]

12/11/2019WRP04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A programme to centralise publicly-funded 
cancer services (particularly surgical services) to eight high-volume, specialist centres was ini-
tiated in 2007, in line with the 2006 National Cancer Strategy. This decision was based on 
evidence that the development of high volume hospitals leads to better outcomes for patients.

A National Cancer Registry of Ireland (NCRI) report of January 2019 confirms that the pro-
gramme of centralisation of cancer services resulted in a substantial shift of cancer treatment to 
the eight designated cancer centres. This has contributed to on-going improvements in cancer 
survival. 

The report also highlighting differences in the average 5-year survival rate under the follow-
ing categories: designated cancer centres, non-designated public hospitals and private hospitals, 
as set out in Table 1.

The NCRI report emphasises the following points in discussing the survival rate data:

-  Average differences in survival between categories does not necessarily apply to all indi-
vidual hospitals within a category;

-  Most private and non-designated public hospitals treat small numbers of cancer patients 
annually; and 
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-  Further work is needed to collate comparable data on co-morbidities and on the general 
health of patients across hospital categories.

Table 1: Average 5-Year Survival Rate Data

Cancer Designated Cancer 
Centre

Other Public Hos-
pital

Private Hospital

Oesophagus 28% 16% 19%
Stomach 32% 24% 22%
Rectal 63% 52% 65%
Pancreatic 10% 6% 11%
Lung 23% 5% 23%
Breast 85% 81% 93%
Prostate 91% 88% 95%
Brain/
CNS*(malignant)

28% 12% 19%

Brain/CNS*(benign/
uncertain)

96% 84% 93%

*CNS = Central Nervous System.

The full text of the NCRI report is available at: www.ncri.ie/publications/statistical-reports/
cancer-care-and-survival-relation-centralisation-irish-cancer. 

12/11/2019WRP04400Medical Card Applications

12/11/2019WRP04500334. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be ap-
proved for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46185/19]

12/11/2019WRP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP04700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

12/11/2019WRP04800335. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the grounds of a centre (details supplied) are for sale; his plans for the services 
provided therein; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46200/19]

12/11/2019WRP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the majority of services 
provided at the Bessborough Centre are child and family support services which come under 
the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. 

From a Health Service Executive perspective there is a Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service Unit on the Bessborough campus with a thirty year lease which will require to be hon-
oured by the owners of the site.  

12/11/2019WRP05000Hospitals Funding

12/11/2019WRP05100336. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the mitigating measures that 
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University Hospital Waterford has put in place to ensure the hospital comes in on budget for 
2019; the areas in which these savings are being made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46202/19]

12/11/2019WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

12/11/2019WRP05300Services for People with Disabilities

12/11/2019WRP05400337. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received appointments and reports with an organisation in view of the fact this 
is delaying the person’s application for an SNA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46209/19]

12/11/2019WRP05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRP05600HSE Funding

12/11/2019WRP05700338. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a Supplementary Estimate 
of €335 million is still expected for the health service in 2019; and if there has been a revision 
of same [46221/19]

12/11/2019WRP05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is engaging in ongoing dia-
logue with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the financial perfor-
mance of the Health Service Executive year to date, including consideration of the implications 
for the projected outturn for the year. 

The specific detail on the supplementary budget will not be finalised until closer to the year 
end. Detail on the supplementary budget will be available following approval by the Select 
Committee on Health.  A Supplementary Estimate of €335m is still anticipated.

12/11/2019WRP05900Home Help Service Provision

12/11/2019WRP06000339. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if the provision of home help 
hours has been curtailed in some counties due to an embargo on the use of external agencies; if 
so, when the embargo came into place; when it will be lifted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46222/19]

12/11/2019WRP06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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12/11/2019WRQ00200Physiotherapy Provision

12/11/2019WRQ00300340. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when physiotherapy services 
will be available again in Clonbur, Carraroe, Kilkerrin and Carna, County Galway; the reason 
physiotherapy services were ceased in the health centres in April 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46233/19]

12/11/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

12/11/2019WRQ00500Palliative Care for Children

12/11/2019WRQ00600341. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the extent of the palliative 
care services in the south east for children and teenagers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46248/19]

12/11/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In December 2009 the Department of Health 
published Palliative Care for Children with Life Limiting Conditions: a National Policy. Con-
taining 31 recommendations under 19 headings, the structures set out in the Policy are designed 
to meet the palliative care needs of children born with a life-limiting condition and their fami-
lies across all care settings.  

To respond to the increasing demand for palliative care services for children, the HSE, 
with co-funding from the Irish Hospice Foundation, established a Children’s Palliative Care 
Programme including three elements: a consultant post in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in 
Crumlin, an education programme, and the appointment of clinical nurse co-ordinators. A net-
work of 11 clinical nurse co-ordinators is in place, with responsibility for ensuring that children 
being cared for at home by their families have access to co-ordinated and supportive services. 
A second consultant took up a position at Temple Street Children’s Hospital in February 2019. 
The Children’s Hospital Group has agreed that both posts will be located in the new national 
children’s hospital when it opens.  

With regard to the Deputy’s specific query, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

12/11/2019WRQ00800Cancer Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ00900342. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be prioritised for ongoing treatment at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin. [46260/19]

12/11/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by St James’s Hospital that the 
person involved has an appointment with a Breast Surgeon scheduled for next month.

12/11/2019WRQ01100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

12/11/2019WRQ01200343. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to a response from 
the HSE of 4 July 2019, if the appropriate in-house aids and electric wheelchair have been ap-
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proved for a person (details supplied); and if an assessment of the person’s living conditions 
will be arranged and the matter expedited. [46261/19]

12/11/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRQ01400Orthodontic Services

12/11/2019WRQ01500344. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the role a person (details 
supplied) had regarding a report into failures in HSE orthodontics; the circumstances in which 
the official ceased employment at the HSE in order to take up a role at Tusla; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46268/19]

12/11/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a HSE matter, it has been referred 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRQ01700Home Help Service Provision

12/11/2019WRQ01800345. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for home help by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46269/19]

12/11/2019WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRQ02000Hospital Services

12/11/2019WRQ02100346. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the action that will be 
taken regarding Our Lady’s Children Hospital, Crumlin once the facilities have moved to the 
new national children’s hospital. [46271/19]

12/11/2019WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the legislation establishing Children’s 
Health Ireland, the boards of Crumlin and Temple Street hospitals voluntarily transferred their 
assets and liabilities to the new entity. As such, the Crumlin hospital campus has transferred to 
Children’s Health Ireland. On completion of the new children’s hospital on the campus shared 
with St James’s and the two paediatric outpatient urgent care centres at Connolly in Blanchard-
stown and Tallaght Hospital, paediatric services will no longer be provided at the Crumlin and 
Temple Street sites. 

The HSE entered into Memoranda of Understanding with Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital 
Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital to ensure that the State’s investment 
to date in the hospitals is protected when the paediatric services are transferred to the new chil-
dren’s hospital. Future uses for the Crumlin site has not yet been determined. 

12/11/2019WRQ02300Hospital Consultant Recruitment

12/11/2019WRQ02400347. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ap-
pointment of a second endocrinologist to University Hospital Waterford; the position regarding 
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the recruitment process for such an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46275/19]

12/11/2019WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

12/11/2019WRQ02600Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

12/11/2019WRQ02700348. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there is support for older persons 
to assist them in the costs of purchasing a mobility scooter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46277/19]

12/11/2019WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRQ02900Disabilities Assessments

12/11/2019WRQ03000349. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the case of a child (details 
supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46280/19]

12/11/2019WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRQ03200Autism Awareness

12/11/2019WRQ03300350. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the way in which the budget 
for the recently announced €2 million autism awareness plan will be spent; if there will be a 
reduction in the budget for autism services due to the awareness plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46281/19]

12/11/2019WRQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Gov-
ernment and the Health Service Executive (HSE) acknowledge that services for children with 
disabilities, including Autism need to be improved and organised more effectively. Following 
the publication of the Review of the Irish Health Services for Individuals with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder in December 2018, Minister for Health, Simon Harris asked the HSE to commence 
the implementation of the recommendations in the review including an Autism Plan to be pub-
lished in 2019. The recommendations of this review were informed by consultation with and 
through submissions from parents and services users as well as clinicians working in services 
for people with Autism. 

€2 million was secured in Budget 2020 for the Autism Plan. One part of this plan is the de-
velopment of an awareness raising campaign that can provide a better information resource for 
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children and parents about what supports are available. This campaign will also assist in creat-
ing awareness of the challenges, needs and experiences of people with autism. 

Another significant part of the Autism Plan is to build capacity and competence among key 
professionals working in services for people with Autism. This includes a national training 
programme for clinicians and the implementation of a tiered model of assessment in order to 
improve access to and responses by services for those with Autism.

I want to emphasise that the primary objective of investing in an Autism Plan is to improve 
services for people with Autism and their families.

As well as the €2 million announced for the Autism Plan, significant investment in services 
was announced in Budget 2019 with funding for 100 new therapy posts secured for children’s 
disability services. 44 of these posts are now in place and the HSE committed to filling all posts 
by the end of 2019. 

These posts while not meeting all needs, will have a significant positive impact on wait-
ing times for access to vital therapy services over the course of next year and help to drive the 
implementation of the Progressing Disabilities Services for Children and Young People Pro-
gramme. 

12/11/2019WRQ03500General Practitioner Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ03600351. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a medical centre in Bandon, County Cork, has had vacancies for 
two general practitioners and has not for some time received one inquiry in respect of same; 
the way in which he plans to address the matter of recruitment and retention in rural practices, 
which is leaving general practitioners under pressure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46283/19]

12/11/2019WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of workforce 
issues facing general practice, including the influence of demographic factors, and has imple-
mented a number of measures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS/GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. The number of training places on GP training pro-
grammes has been increased in recent years; up from 120 places in 2009 to 192 filled in 2019.

In addition, the recent Agreement on GP contractual reforms will benefit patients and GPs.  
In return for cooperation with a range of service developments and reforms, the Government 
will increase investment in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) over the next 
four years.  This will see significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the 
reform programme and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such 
as the chronic disease programme.

There will be increased support for GPs working in rural practices and for those in disad-
vantaged urban areas. Improvements in the maternity and paternity leave arrangements have 
also been agreed, in recognition of the need to ensure that general practice is compatible with 
doctors’ family friendly commitments. I am confident that these measures help make general 
practice more sustainable and a more attractive career option for doctors.
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In relation to GP availability in Bandon, the HSE have advised that there are currently 10 
GPs in Bandon with GMS contracts to provide medical services to medical and GP visit card 
holders. One of those contracts is currently vacant and one is due to become vacant at the end 
of November 2019. 

Efforts are underway to fill both the current and upcoming vacancy with both posts currently 
being re-advertised. In the meantime, Cork Kerry Community Healthcare is funding a full-time 
locum GP in the current vacant post so that eligible medical card holders continue to receive the 
care to which they are entitled, and will also ensure that medical care for eligible patients is in 
place from 1st December for the upcoming GMS vacancy.

12/11/2019WRQ03800Dental Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ03900352. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the alternative dental treat-
ment plan and location that can be provided for a person (details supplied); the transport ar-
rangements that can be made for an alternative treatment location; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46284/19]

12/11/2019WRQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRQ04100Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRQ04200353. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant desk 
spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil Service accommoda-
tion outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46296/19]

12/11/2019WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has no allocated civil ser-
vice accommodation outside Dublin city.

12/11/2019WRQ04400Cancer Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ04500354. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the wait times for prostate 
brachytherapy nationally in each centre of excellence by hospital and waiting time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46313/19]

12/11/2019WRQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2019WRQ04700Cancer Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ04800355. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the wait times for prostate 
brachytherapy nationally in each centre of excellence from 1 January to 31 October 2019, by 
hospital and month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46314/19]

12/11/2019WRQ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.
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12/11/2019WRQ05000Cancer Services Provision

12/11/2019WRQ05100356. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the wait times for prostate 
brachytherapy nationally in each centre of excellence for 2018, by hospital and month; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [46315/19]

12/11/2019WRQ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service delivery matter, I have 
referred the question to the HSE for direct reply.

12/11/2019WRQ05300Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRQ05400357. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46320/19]

12/11/2019WRQ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRQ05600Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRQ05700358. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46321/19]

12/11/2019WRQ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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12/11/2019WRQ05900Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRQ06000359. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46322/19]

12/11/2019WRQ06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR00200Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR00300360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46331/19]

12/11/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR00500Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR00600361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46332/19]

12/11/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR00800Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR00900362. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46333/19]

12/11/2019WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR01100Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR01200363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46334/19]

12/11/2019WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR01400Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR01500364. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46335/19]

12/11/2019WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR01700Respite Care Services Data

12/11/2019WRR01800365. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of respite beds avail-
able to adults with intellectual disabilities in County Meath; the locations of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46340/19]

12/11/2019WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Govern-
ment wishes to provide more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a 
disability. As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRR02000Primary Care Centres Provision

12/11/2019WRR02100366. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the develop-
ment of a new primary care centre in Grange, County Sligo; if the site which has received plan-
ning permission has been acquired by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46364/19]
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12/11/2019WRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

12/11/2019WRR02300Maternity Services

12/11/2019WRR02400367. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason for not providing the 
couple at the centre of the false diagnosis crisis at the National Maternity Hospital the minutes 
of their meeting with the CMO in May 2019 and the minutes of the meeting that he had with 
the master of the hospital in August 2019; and if he will release those minutes pursuant to FOI. 
[46383/19]

12/11/2019WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the House will be aware, a termination 
took place at the National Maternity Hospital in March of this year on the grounds that a condi-
tion incompatible with life was present. The couple involved have requested a review of their 
case.  

My overriding concern as Minister for Health is for the couple involved and ensuring that 
questions regarding this incident are appropriately answered. As such, I support an independent 
and external review into this case. I have been advised that the National Maternity Hospital has 
commissioned such a review. I am sure that the Deputy would agree it is important to await the 
outcome of that review process, which will allow for a better understanding of what has oc-
curred. It will also allow for any learning that may emerge to be disseminated throughout the 
health system. I can assure the Deputy and the House that any recommendations made by the 
review panel will be actioned by my Department, as well as the HSE in order to ensure that 
a similar incident does not occur again. My Department has also sought assurances from the 
National Maternity Hospital with regard to the safety and operation of the termination service, 
and it in turn has confirmed its compliance with the relevant legislation. 

A note of the meeting which the family had with the CMO in May 2019 is being forwarded 
to their legal representative this week. My officials are currently examining the request that has 
been made for the note of the other meeting which the Deputy refers to.

12/11/2019WRR02600Maternity Services

12/11/2019WRR02700368. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementa-
tion of each of the recommendations of the review of maternity services in Portiuncula Hospi-
tal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46400/19]

12/11/2019WRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Walker Report, which was the report of 
an external review into maternity services in Portiuncula University Hospital, was published 
on 3 May 2018.  The report made 35 key recommendations under five themes: Environment, 
Training, Clinical Care, Staffing, and Communication issues.  The HSE established an Imple-
mentation Group to progress these recommendations and I understand that significant progress 
has been made to implement these 35 recommendations.  

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to you with regard to the current status of the imple-
mentation of the recommendations.

12/11/2019WRR02900Occupational Therapy Data
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12/11/2019WRR03000369. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists by hospital; the number of occupational therapy vacancies by hospital and perma-
nent vacancies and temporary vacancies, respectively; the number of occupational therapists 
employed by county in non-hospital settings; the number of occupational therapy vacancies by 
county in non-hospital settings by permanent vacancies and temporary vacancies, respectively; 
the number of occupational therapists on interview panels by county awaiting appointments as 
of 31 October 2019, in tabular form; and his views on the provision of occupational services 
nationwide. [46406/19]

12/11/2019WRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

12/11/2019WRR03200Health Services Data

12/11/2019WRR03300370. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the number of children on early 
intervention waiting lists for treatment for less than one year, for between one and two years 
and for over two years by speciality and county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46407/19]

12/11/2019WRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRR03500Health Services

12/11/2019WRR03600371. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if a series of matters will 
be addressed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46422/19]

12/11/2019WRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRR03800Primary Care Centres Provision

12/11/2019WRR03900372. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his plans for a new primary 
care centre for Ardee, County Louth (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [46425/19]

12/11/2019WRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRR04100Vaccination Programme

12/11/2019WRR04200373. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the status of the 2009 report of 
the vaccine damage steering group; when the recommendations of the report will be enacted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46444/19]

12/11/2019WRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The report of the Vaccine Damage Steering 
Group was published in September 2009 and was considered by my Department at that time.

The Programme for a Partnership Government (2016) includes a commitment to “put in 
place a scheme, on a no-fault basis, that will respond to the needs of people with disability aris-
ing from vaccination”.  The policy objectives in putting in place a scheme to meet the needs 
of people with disability arising from vaccination are to provide fair and just compensation for 
those who may have been injured by a vaccine, to reduce the costs to the State by providing an 
alternative to litigation and to maintaining public confidence in immunisation.  

My Department asked the Health Research Board (HRB) to carry out an evidence review on 
vaccine injury redress programmes in other jurisdictions.  The review was completed in March 
2019 and can now be found on the HRB website.  This matter is under consideration by my 
Department with a view to developing a proposal regarding a vaccine damage scheme based 
on evidence concerning vaccine damage schemes, legal advices and consultation with other 
Government bodies.

In June 2018, the Government agreed to the establishment of an Expert Group to review the 
law of torts and the current systems for the management of clinical negligence claims.  It was 
agreed that High Court Justice Charles Meenan would Chair the Group which would advise 
on whether there are alternative mechanisms to the current court process for resolving clinical 
negligence and personal injury claims.

Judge Meenan’s Expert Group is examining the system from the perspective of the person 
who has made the claim to explore if there is a better way to deal effectively yet more sensi-
tively with certain cases.  In this process the Group is also looking at the impact of tort legisla-
tion on the overall patient safety culture and open disclosure. I am informed that the work of 
the group is at an advanced stage and it is expected to report to both myself and the Minister for 
Justice and Equality before the end of 2019.

This work, in addition to the HRB’s evidence review, will inform the development of a vac-
cine damage scheme.

12/11/2019WRR04400Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRR04500374. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when the disclosures made by his 
Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this is in line with the disclosure 
policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46470/19]

12/11/2019WRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I assume that the Deputy is referring to the 
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log of the text of Freedom of Information requests received in my Department.  This log is pub-
lished on the Department’s website on a quarterly basis.

However, the most recent log published includes requested received up to 31 March 2019.  
Work is ongoing to update the log for the second and third quarters of this year and these will 
be published in the coming weeks.

12/11/2019WRR04700Hospital Beds Data

12/11/2019WRR04800375. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of the 600 extra 
acute beds to be phased in by the end of 2020 that have been provided and are in use as of 1 
November 2019 further to the 2018 announcement; the hospitals in which they have been pro-
vided; if the balance of the 600 will be in place and used by patients by the end of 2020; and the 
hospitals in which the remainder of the 600 beds are to be provided, in tabular form. [46481/19]

12/11/2019WRR04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Capacity Review pub-
lished last year indicated that there was a need for a major investment in additional capacity in 
both hospital and community beds, combined with reform of the manner and the location of 
where health services are provided.

As set out in Sláintecare, moving care options for patients closer to their homes and into 
their local communities is a key part of the solution. In addition, there is a need to further de-
velop community services to meet the increasing demand, which is placing additional pressure 
on hospital services.

The Capacity Programme for 2019 provides for the following increases in capacity, as set 
out in the National Service Plan 2019:

- The provision of 75 acute beds and 70 community beds under the Winter Plan 2018/19;

- preparation of 202 beds, of which 16 are critical care, during 2019, with a view to bringing 
this extra capacity into operation in Q1 of 2020;

The National Service Plan for 2020 is currently under consideration by the Department.  

I will be happy to update the Deputy further in due course.

12/11/2019WRR05000Hospital Services

12/11/2019WRR05100376. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if a meeting between a person 
(details supplied) and the management of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, will be 
facilitated. [46493/19]

12/11/2019WRR05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

12/11/2019WRR05300Palliative Care for Children

12/11/2019WRR05400377. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the pro-
vision of palliative care facilities in the south-east; his views on the lack of paediatric palliative 
care; if his attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); if appropriate 
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paediatric palliative care will be made available in the future to children facing the same chal-
lenges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46502/19]

12/11/2019WRR05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Palliative Care for Children with Life-limit-
ing Conditions in Ireland – a National Policy (2009) sets out a clear direction for the develop-
ment of an integrated palliative care service for children and their families, across all care set-
tings. Under this policy, the HSE has established a Children’s Palliative Care Programme which 
includes 11 clinical nurse coordinators for children with life-limiting conditions, two consultant 
paediatricians with a special interest in children’s palliative medicine based in Crumlin and 
Temple Street, and an education programme also based in Crumlin. The aim of the Clinical 
Nurse Coordinator (CNC) service is to co-ordinate seamless continuity of care between the 
acute paediatric unit, community services and the child’s home. The paediatricians provide sup-
port to parents and neonates in maternity hospitals and paediatric units. 

In relation to the provision of paediatric palliative care in the south-east specifically, as this 
is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

12/11/2019WRR05600Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRR05700378. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46504/19]

12/11/2019WRR05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRR05900Hospital Services

12/11/2019WRR06000379. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for a procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46506/19]

12/11/2019WRR06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRS00200Hospital Acquired Infections

12/11/2019WRS00300380. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the hospital 
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management and medical team to communicate with the family of a person (details supplied) 
regarding a treatment plan following a recent procedure; the timeframe for same; the position 
regarding the recently contracted condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46507/19]

12/11/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter the question has 
been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRS00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

12/11/2019WRS00600381. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a new motorised wheelchair 
will be considered for a person (details supplied). [46508/19]

12/11/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRS00800Occupational Therapy Staff

12/11/2019WRS00900382. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of a position in occu-
pational therapy in Mallow, County Cork. [46509/19]

12/11/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

12/11/2019WRS01100Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

12/11/2019WRS01200383. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if gender reassignment 
treatment is covered under the treatment abroad scheme due to long waiting lists here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46516/19]

12/11/2019WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

12/11/2019WRS01400Medicinal Products Availability

12/11/2019WRS01500384. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
problems in procuring Epanutin 50 mg Infatabs for patients prescribed same (details supplied); 
his plans to rectify the situation in order to minimise harm to patients; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46518/19]

12/11/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Marketing Authorisation Holder for 
Epanutin 50mg Infatabs confirmed a shortage of Epanutin Infatabs 50mg, commencing 4th 
November 2019. This shortage is not confined to the Irish market. The company is changing 
its manufacturing site and this has resulted in the shortage. The company is taking all possible 
steps to ensure that normal supply resumes as soon as possible. However, in order to mitigate 
any impact of the shortage to patients, the company is supplying the product it places on the 
Australian market under a different brand name - Dilantin Infatabs 50mg. This product contains 
the same active ingredient, phenytoin, and is owned by the same company. 
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On the 9th of October healthcare professionals were alerted in advance of the shortage, ad-
vising that pharmacy staff and patients should be made aware of the issue and that the replace-
ment product that would be made available. Patients or their carers who have any concerns in 
relation to the temporary alternative product are advised to speak with their pharmacist or other 
healthcare professional involved in their epilepsy care. 

Unfortunately, medicine shortages are a feature of modern health systems worldwide, but 
Ireland has a multi-stakeholder system in place to prevent and manage shortages when they 
occur. 

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) has worked with other stakeholders, 
including the pharmaceutical industry and the HSE, to develop an effective approach to the 
management of medicine shortages in Ireland. In 2018, the HPRA launched the “Medicine 
Shortages Framework”, which is built on a pragmatic and collaborative approach involving the 
wide range of stakeholders within the medicine supply chain. The HPRA coordinates all stake-
holders to share information in order to prevent or mitigate the impact of medicine shortages 
when they occur.

12/11/2019WRS01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

12/11/2019WRS01800385. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be reimbursed the funds used to pay privately for an assessment of the person’s child 
in view of the fact that CAMHS refused to perform one. [46534/19]

12/11/2019WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRS02000Hospital Services

12/11/2019WRS02100386. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that more than 100 patient referrals to the national gender service at St. Columcille’s 
Hospital, Loughlinstown, have been misplaced; his plans to ensure resources are put in place to 
resolve the issue; his further plans to ensure redress is provided to those affected; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46535/19]

12/11/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Last week Ireland East Hospital Group noti-
fied officials of my Department of an incident whereby over 100 patients of the National Gender 
Service at St. Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown who should have been given an appoint-
ment for their initial visit, had not as yet received an appointment date.  

This is a serious incident which has resulted in regrettable delays for patients waiting for 
their initial appointment to the Service. However, I have been advised that the National Gender 
Service at St. Columcille’s Hospital has conducted a full review of their service and put a plan 
of corrective action in place. All of the patients concerned have been contacted to advise them 
of the incident and to assure them that they have been reinstated correctly onto the waiting list.  

The Service has also arranged for each person affected to be assigned a case manager over 
the coming weeks. 

Furthermore, the Service will also be arranging extra clinics in order to minimise any in-
crease in waiting times. 
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Finally, I wish to assure the Deputy that officials of my Department will continue to keep 
this matter under review through the regular governance meetings which are held with the HSE. 

12/11/2019WRS02300Statutory Retirement Age

12/11/2019WRS02400387. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a matter will be ad-
dressed regarding the retirement age of mental health nurses (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46547/19]

12/11/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Public Service Superannuation (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 2004 was passed on 25 March 2004. The Act introduces new superan-
nuation and retirement provisions for new entrants to the public service appointed on or after 1 
April 2004.

New entrants recruited or employed after 1 April 2004 (and up to 31 December 2012) have 
no compulsory retirement age and generally can retire from age 65. However, where an indi-
vidual had a written offer of appointment as a public servant before April 2004 and took up that 
offer after 1 April 2004, they were not regarded as a new entrant.

Public servants recruited since 1 January 2013 have a compulsory retirement age of 70 years 
and can generally retire from age 66 initially and then in line with increases in the Contributory 
State Pension age.

There are no plans to change the above legislation. 

12/11/2019WRS02600Health Services Provision

12/11/2019WRS02700388. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the additional services the HSE 
will provide in Rathkeale, County Limerick, over the Christmas and new year period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46560/19]

12/11/2019WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

12/11/2019WRS02900Medical Card Eligibility

12/11/2019WRS03000389. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) cannot obtain approval for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46561/19]

12/11/2019WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRS03200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

12/11/2019WRS03300390. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health when the report on the fair 
deal scheme for nursing homes will be published. [46592/19]
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12/11/2019WRS03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy,  with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and  the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism  so that existing and potential inves-
tors can  make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that  there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. As part of its work on the review the NTPF 
sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to inform the 
review. These inputs were considered in detail. It is recognised that any change to any part of 
the Scheme must be considered in terms of the short- and long-term impact on the viability of 
the Scheme and accessibility of long-term residential care in general. It is therefore important 
that the relevant issues are considered thoroughly.

The NTPF has now completed its report and the Steering Group has completed its consid-
eration of it, the report has been submitted by the NTPF to the Department. It is now being 
reviewed by this Department and any recommendations included in the report will be appraised 
before publication.

12/11/2019WRS03500Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRS03600391. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be given a date to attend the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital. [46600/19]

12/11/2019WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS03800Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRS03900392. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the role his Department is 
playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will incur in this cam-
paign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising or communica-
tion. [46631/19]

12/11/2019WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Over the past nine years, the ‘Be Winter-
Ready’ campaign has raised awareness about the particular challenges that winter can present. 
This is now an established and important annual event impacting across the whole public ser-
vice.

The campaign highlights the ‘Whole of Government’ approach being taken to winter prep-
arations.  This sort of approach was seen during recent storms which posed challenges for 
communities, businesses, Government Departments and Agencies. Importantly, the ‘Be Winter-
Ready’ campaign informs the public of what is being done in relation to winter preparations and 
where they can source valuable information that can assist them through a difficult period. This 
year’s campaign highlights the Met Eireann colour coded weather warning system. 

In 2017, the focus of the campaign was upon the provision of advice to older people during 
the winter period (a collaboration between the Department of Health, the HSE and the OEP) - 
particularly with regard to flu vaccination - the leaflet for which remains available on the www.
winterready.ie website. 

No costs have been incurred by the Department in relation to this year’s campaign.

12/11/2019WRS04100Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRS04200393. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46642/19]

12/11/2019WRS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS04400Hospital Appointments Status



12 November 2019

179

12/11/2019WRS04500394. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46643/19]

12/11/2019WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS04700Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRS04800395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46646/19]

12/11/2019WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS05000Disabilities Assessments

12/11/2019WRS05100396. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46647/19]

12/11/2019WRS05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRS05300Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRS05400397. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment in University Hospital Kerry for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46649/19]

12/11/2019WRS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS05600Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRS05700398. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure 
to be carried out for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46652/19]

12/11/2019WRS05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRS05900Home Help Service Provision
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12/11/2019WRS06000399. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the provision of home help 
support will be extended for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46653/19]

12/11/2019WRS06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

12/11/2019WRT00200Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRT00300400. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46654/19]

12/11/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRT00500Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRT00600401. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46663/19]

12/11/2019WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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12/11/2019WRT00800Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRT00900402. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital ap-
pointment in Cork University Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46665/19]

12/11/2019WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRT01100Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRT01200403. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46667/19]

12/11/2019WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRT01400Hospital Appointments Status

12/11/2019WRT01500404. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46668/19]

12/11/2019WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

12/11/2019WRT01700Blind Welfare Allowance

12/11/2019WRT01800405. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a reassessment of a specific 
allowance from the HSE in respect of a person (details supplied) from County Cork will be ar-
ranged. [46700/19]

12/11/2019WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRT02000Beef Data and Genomics Programme

12/11/2019WRT02100406. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be permitted to withdraw from the beef data 
scheme on medical grounds without penalties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46058/19]

12/11/2019WRT02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef Data 
and Genomics Programme (BDGP) provides for six years of payments to participating farmers 
for completion of actions which deliver accelerated genetic improvement in the Irish national 
herd and improvement of its environmental sustainability. 

In applying to join the Beef Data Genomics Programme (BDGP), the person named com-
mitted to participating in the programme for the full 6 years of the programme. The terms and 
conditions of the Programme state that, where a contract is terminated by an applicant, all 
moneys paid under the Programme shall be repaid to the Department except in certain cases 
including where force majeure applies. 

Where a beneficiary is unable to continue complying with the requirements of the Pro-
gramme for reasons beyond his/her control, a case may be made under force majeure to termi-
nate participation in the Programme.  

Medical evidence supporting a request to withdraw from the Programme was received from 
the person named on the 19th of March 2019.  A letter clarifying the implications of any poten-
tial withdrawal from the programme and seeking confirmation of the intentions of the person 
named issued from my Department on the 8th of May 2019. 
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A reply from the person named was received on the 16th of May 2019 which indicated their 
desire to remain in the programme. If they now once again wish to withdraw from the scheme 
under force majeure, the person named must inform my Department in writing including any 
relevant medical evidence they have to substantiate their position.

12/11/2019WRT02300Agriculture Scheme Payments

12/11/2019WRT02400407. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46063/19]

12/11/2019WRT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints schemes application on 
8th May 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full 
and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. satel-
lite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. The application of the person named 
was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspection.

Processing of this inspection necessitated the verification of the position on the ground by 
means of a field visit. This field visit has been completed and the results are currently being 
processed to finalisation with the intention of issuing any payments due to the nominated bank 
account of the person named as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise, officials in 
my Department will be in contact with the person named.

12/11/2019WRT02600Trade Agreements

12/11/2019WRT02700408. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the timeline for an updated impact assessment to be carried out by the Eu-
ropean Commission following the 2016 report on the cumulative economic impact of future 
trade agreements on EU agriculture, which was predicated on the UK remaining in the EU; if 
a new impact assessment will be carried out to provide for all Brexit scenarios and the impact 
of 99,000 tonnes of increased Mercosur beef quota; and if the Directorate-General for Agri-
culture and Rural Development is the lead Commission directorate for this impact assessment. 
[46080/19]

12/11/2019WRT02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Given the 
conclusion of several trade agreements since the 2016 cumulative impact assessment and the 
UK’s decision to leave the EU, I have requested the European Commission to update the 2016 
cumulative impact assessment to take full account of all developments since.

The 2016 assessment, which was carried out by the European Commission’s Joint Research 
Centre, was something that Ireland, supported by France and other Member States, had called 
for in the context of the significant threat presented to the European agriculture sector, and 
particularly the beef sector, by Mercosur and other free trade negotiations. I believe an updated 
analysis is warranted, particularly against the backdrop of the potentially very negative addi-
tional impact of Brexit on the beef sector.

I have raised the issue with Commissioner Hogan, and he has confirmed to me that work on 
an updated cumulative impact assessment is currently underway in the Commission and that it 
should be published in 2020. 
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These cumulative impact assessments involve input from a number of Commission services 
(including DGs Agri and Trade as well as the Commission’s Joint Research Centre). I can as-
sure the Deputy that I will continue to press the Commission for the most expeditious conclu-
sion of the impact assessment.

12/11/2019WRT02900Trade Agreements

12/11/2019WRT03000409. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the timeline for the economic impact assessment to be carried out on the Mer-
cosur deal agreed between the EU and Mercosur countries. [46081/19]

12/11/2019WRT03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Terms of 
Reference for the impact assessment of the Mercosur trade agreement is currently under de-
velopment by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, in conjunction with the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

It is the intention that the study will issue for tender by end of this year.  Independent con-
sultants will be commissioned in early 2020 with the intention that the impact assessment will 
be completed by Summer 2020. 

12/11/2019WRT03200Agriculture Scheme Data

12/11/2019WRT03300410. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of basic payment and areas of natural constraint schemes applications selected for 
remote sensing eligibility inspection that have yet to be completed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46163/19]

12/11/2019WRT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regula-
tions governing the administration of the Basic Payment Scheme, the Areas of Natural Con-
straints Scheme and other area-based schemes require that full and comprehensive administra-
tive checks, including Ground or Remote Sensing (Satellite) inspections where applicable, are 
fully completed to ensure eligibility with the various schemes requirements before any pay-
ments issue. There are certain minimum numbers of inspections that must take place annually 
under the various schemes. Some 6,840 applicants have been selected for a Remote Sensing 
inspection in respect of the various 2019 area-based schemes. 

In many cases, the existence of an inspection will not necessarily be delaying payment. In 
relation to the ANC Scheme, this scheme is subject to a range of eligibility and compliance 
criteria such as the requirement to meet a minimum stocking density in addition to maintaining 
minimum livestock units calculated over the twelve months of the scheme year.  At this stage, 
a number of farmers are not eligible to receive payment, however they may become eligible for 
payment later in the year when such criteria have been met. Factors that may impact on pay-
ment issuing under BPS would be, for example, applications to transfer entitlements, change in 
ownership request, etc. 

The table below details the position on Remote Sensing inspections, as of 11th November, 
in relation to the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme 
(ANC).
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Scheme No. of Eli-
gible Appli-
cants subject 
to Remote 
Sensing In-
spection 

No. of 
Inspection 
Cases Fully   
Completed 
& Advanced 
to Payment 
Stage 

No. of 
Inspection 
Cases Fully 
Completed & 
Paid

No. of 
Inspections 
CasesFully 
Completed & 
Not Paid 

No. of In-
spections to 
be Complet-
ed/ Finalised 

BPS 6,611 5,298 5,200 98 1,313
ANC 5,820 4,728 3,974 754 1,092
The inspections to be completed/finalised are at various stages of final processing and once 

fully completed, will advance to payment stage. In the event that any issues arise as part of the 
inspection process, officials in my Department will be in contact with the applicant.

My Department continues to finalise the outcome of Remote Sensing inspections on a daily 
basis to ensure that BPS and ANC Schemes payments due are issued as quickly as possible. 

12/11/2019WRT03500Basic Payment Scheme Eligibility

12/11/2019WRT03600411. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if land 
(details supplied) qualifies for the single farm payment as per 2015 guidelines; if so, the maxi-
mum area that qualifies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46172/19]

12/11/2019WRT03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
has clarified that the background to this query is that an individual is interested in purchasing 
the above mentioned folio in County Sligo and is inquiring if the land in question is eligible 
under the Basic Payment Scheme and whether any entitlements have been established on it.  

Since this inquiry is from a third party and not from the owner of the folio number, the De-
partment cannot release this information. 

12/11/2019WRT03800Animal Slaughtering Data

12/11/2019WRT03900412. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the cattle listed in the weekly kill figures each week are just those from Irish herds in-
cluded in the AIMS database; if it is a mix of native and imported livestock; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46179/19]

12/11/2019WRT04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The weekly 
kill figures published by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine are slaughter fig-
ures as provided by all relevant slaughter premises as per the requirements under S.I. No. 254 
of 2019 EUROPEAN UNION (CARCASE CLASSIFICATION AND PRICE REPORTING) 
REGULATIONS 2019. 

The reported figures include the total number of animals slaughtered (of any provenance) 
and have the following subcategorisations by grade: Steers, Cows, Heifers, young Bulls and 
mature Bulls. There is no requirement under the Regulation to categorise whether the livestock 
were imported or not.

12/11/2019WRT04100Animal Slaughtering Data
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12/11/2019WRT04200413. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of steers aged between 20 and 36 months by month according to the AIMS 
database in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46180/19]

12/11/2019WRT04300414. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of bulls aged between 12 and 24 months by month according to the AIMS 
database in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46181/19]

12/11/2019WRT04400415. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of beef-breed heifers aged between 20 and 36 months by month according to 
the AIMS database in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46182/19]

12/11/2019WRT04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 413 to 415, inclusive, together.

Detailed information in six monthly age categories for the beef herd and the dairy herd is 
extracted from the AIM database.  This information is updated on a monthly basis and is avail-
able from 2014 up to 1 September 2019.  The information on the AIM database for male bovine 
animals does not distinguish between bulls and steers.  

This information on six monthly age categories for the beef herd and the dairy herd is made 
available on the Department’s website at the address below.  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/animalidentificationmovement/cattle/
bovinebirthandmovementsmonthlyreports/

Information on the male animals for the categories 18-24 months, 24-30 months and 30-36 
months is provided in the Table below.

Table Number of Male Animals at 18-24 months, 24-30 months and 30-36 months

Position at: 18-24 months 24-30 Months  30-36 months 
01-October - 2018 499,279 142,822 94,921
01-November - 2018 602,240 92,558 95,210
01-December - 2018 639,030 65,615 85,485
01-January - 2019 636,025 56,166 77,361
01-February -2019 567,016 82,344 63,244
01-March - 2019 408,304 19,7887 49,879
01-April - 2019 269,471 293,286 38,791
01-May - 2019 176,665 344,347 30,687
01-June - 2019 127,840 356,748 25,424
01-July - 2019 104,992 343,026 22,391
01-August - 2019 151,170 296,336 30,841
01-September - 2019 174,014 218,558 68,663
Information on the number of beef breed heifers in the age categories 18 - 24 months, 24 - 

30 months and 30 - 36 months are set down in the Table below.  

Table   Number of Beef Breed Heifers at 18-24 months, 24-30 months and 30-36 months 

Position at 18-24   months 24-30 months 30-36 months
01-October - 2018 339,818 135,751 56,909
01-November - 2018 440,723 97,785 75,332
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Position at 18-24   months 24-30 months 30-36 months
01-December - 2018 481,119 73,192 84,090
01-January - 2019 485,242 63,459 84,745
01-February - 2019 447,945 70,480 75,699
01-March - 2019 374,990 114,685 65,095
01-April - 2019 265,936 187,850 49,188
01-May- 2019 178,014 238,770 34,381
01-June - 2019 130,195 253,337 24,990
01-July - 2019 109,774 242,710 20,558
01-August - 2019 126,582 217,345 23,092
01-September - 2019 211,850 186,009 35,302

12/11/2019WRT04800Horticulture Sector

12/11/2019WRT04900416. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the supports he will consider to aid vegetable and potato growers who have not been able 
to harvest their crops due to recent wet weather. [46187/19]

12/11/2019WRT05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
aware of the impact the current spell of wet weather is having on the harvesting of vegetable 
and potato crops, including possible impact on cashflow. At this time of the year, my Depart-
ment is prioritising payment of a range of supports for the agriculture and horticulture sector. 

Advance payments under the Basic Payments Scheme, worth €747 million to 114,500 farm-
ers, have commenced and these provide a vital support for farmers across all sectors and con-
tribute greatly to maximising farm income and cashflow. 

In recognition of the specific needs of the horticulture sector, the Scheme of Investment Aid 
for the Development of the Commercial Horticulture Sector was developed to provide essential 
support for individual growers within Ireland’s horticulture industry. My Department is priori-
tising the payment of grant aid to approved applicants and, so far this year, over €3 million has 
already been paid out to individual growers and it is expected that the full budget of €6 million 
will be drawn down by the end of 2019. 

In further support of the sector, payments under the EU fruit and vegetable producer organi-
sation scheme are currently being processed, with over €4million expected to issue very shortly. 

12/11/2019WRT05100Common Agricultural Policy

12/11/2019WRT05200417. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the legislative proposals of the European Commission (details supplied) lay-
ing down transitional provisions for the current CAP programme to be extended to 2021; the 
position Ireland is taking on the files at Council level; the EU funding for Ireland in 2020 
under Pillar 1 direct payments and Pillar 2 rural development programme in tabular form; the 
proposed budget allocations for Pillar 1 and Pillar 2, respectively, in 2021 as set out in the 
legislative files; and the steps he will take to build support with like-minded member states to 
ensure that proposed budget cuts to direct payments and the rural development programme are 
reversed in 2021. [46188/19]

12/11/2019WRT05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
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Commission has recently published its proposals for transitional measures to allow for continu-
ity between programming periods 2014-2020 and 2021-2027 for CAP payments.  This transi-
tion process is not unusual, given the typically challenging nature of the budgetary negotiations, 
which require unanimous agreement. The proposals are detailed and require careful consider-
ation. They will be discussed by Member States over the coming months, and my officials are 
currently assessing their content.  

The draft proposals provide for an additional, transitional year before starting the new CAP.  
Funding arrangements for transition year 2021 are based on the Commission’s proposals for the 
new MFF which include proposed reductions in CAP funding.  This was also the arrangement 
implemented during the last transition period leading into the current CAP. 

The EU funding for Ireland in 2020 for Pillar 1 Direct Payments and Pillar 2 Rural Develop-
ment is set out in the EU Regulations for both for the current programming period. Regulation 
(EU) No 1305/2013 for Rural Development sets out the breakdown for the entire program-
ming period including 2020 in Annex 1, with a total amount for Ireland over the period of 
€2,190,592,153 (€2.19bn) including a figure of €312,570,314 for 2020. The ceilings are an 
indicative amount for each year.  The drawdown may be more or less in any given year as it is 
dependent on the progress of the  Rural Development Programme, but the overall ceiling for the 
programming period 2014-2020 cannot be exceeded. 

In relation to Direct Payments Regulation (EU) No 1307/2013, the National Ceiling for Ire-
land is set out in Annex 2 and provides for €1,211,066,000 (€1.21bn) for the year 2020.

My key focus is to work together with my European colleagues to achieve agreement on 
the CAP reform proposals and the maintenance of the CAP budget. I have consistently called 
for the latter at the Agri-fish Council in Brussels. In addition, in Madrid in May 2018, I joined 
colleagues from France, Spain, Portugal, Greece and Finland to sign a Memorandum calling for 
the maintenance of the CAP budget. And, as recently as the October 2019 Agri-fish Council, I 
again joined sixteen colleagues across Europe in a declaration seeking to maintain CAP fund-
ing.

12/11/2019WRT05400Greenhouse Gas Emissions

12/11/2019WRT05500418. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
research carried out on the effect of ammonia gas on vegetation, soil, habitats and species; if 
critical levels for habitats of concern such has bogs, coniferous woodland and grassland have 
been identified; and if so, if same will be expressed in micrograms per cubic metre, for example, 
1 ug/m3 for lichens. [46205/19]

12/11/2019WRT05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regarding 
the impacts of ammonia emissions on vegetation, etc. the Department for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) is the lead Department in this area. In this re-
spect, I understand that the EPA has supported significant research into the effect of ammonia 
gas on vegetation, soil, habitats and species. Projects including AmmoniaN2K, Ammonia2 and 
MapEIre have focused on quantifying and assessing the impact of ammonia emissions from 
intensive pig and poultry units on Natura 2000 sites in Ireland. Research is ongoing in this area 
and an upcoming project will seek to build a more comprehensive understanding of the envi-
ronmental burden (critical loads and critical levels) on the Natura 2000 sites.

As agriculture accounts for 99% of ammonia emissions, my Department’s focus has been on 
funding research on ammonia emissions through our competitively operated Stimulus research 
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funding programme.  Projects have, since 2012, focused primarily on obtaining accurate mea-
surements of the levels of ammonia emitted from agricultural activities while also seeking to 
introduce measures designed to decrease ammonia loading to the atmosphere. 

My Department is committed to working closely with DCCAE to ensure that ammonia 
emissions are reduced in a cost effective manner so that impacts on air quality and biodiversity 
are minimised. Given the extent of its contribution, I am acutely aware of the importance of 
reducing ammonia emissions from the agriculture sector. In this regard, I have recently con-
cluded a consultation process and will shortly launch a code of good practice that will set out 
our measures to reduce ammonia emissions over the coming years.

12/11/2019WRT05700Farm Inspections

12/11/2019WRT05800419. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
further inspection will be carried out in the case of a person (details supplied) regarding cross-
compliance issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46223/19]

12/11/2019WRT05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme and other EU-funded schemes, an appli-
cant, as well as meeting the scheme criteria, must also comply with EU regulatory requirements 
relating to Cross Compliance.

An inspection in respect of Bovine Animal Identification and Registration requirements 
under Cross Compliance was carried out by my Department on 21st August 2019. This inspec-
tion identified a number of breaches of these requirements which resulted in a 5% penalty being 
applied against the Direct Payments Schemes and other EU-funded schemes, where applicable. 

The person named was notified of the inspection findings by means of a formal notification 
letter on 1st October 2019. A review request has been received and is currently being exam-
ined.  The person named will be notified directly of the outcome as soon as the review process 
is completed.

An official from my Department has been in direct contact with the person named regard-
ing this matter and the details supplied by the Deputy have been brought to the attention of the 
reviewing officer.

If the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the decision can be ap-
pealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

12/11/2019WRU00200Forestry Sector

12/11/2019WRU00300420. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 348 and 364 of 8 October 2019, the status of an applica-
tion for forest road works by a company (details supplied); the nature of the process for same; if 
each of the stakeholders has been consulted on the application; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46249/19]

12/11/2019WRU00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As advised in 
response to previous Parliamentary Questions, the applicant in this case revised the application 
to shorten the length of the road.  The application has since been reviewed by the District In-
spector and, in accordance with internal screening procedures, has been referred to the Depart-
ment’s ecologist for Appropriate Assessment, as per the requirements of the Habitat Directive. 



12 November 2019

191

Once ecological input is received, my Department will be in contact with the applicant and the 
registered forester.

Once a decision is made on this case, it will be advertised on my Department’s website.  If 
approval is given, construction of the road cannot begin until after 28 days from the date of the 
decision.  This is to allow for any appeals from either the applicant or third parties.

12/11/2019WRU00500Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRU00600421. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in Civil 
Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46286/19]

12/11/2019WRU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment works in cooperation with the Office of Public Works (and with other Departments and 
Offices) to maximise the use of office space in accordance with the OPW’s Property Asset Man-
agement Delivery Plan, to ensure that optimal value for money is achieved in the management 
of the State’s property portfolio. 

In the main, desk spaces available in the Department’s Regional Offices and District Vet-
erinary Offices are at full capacity. The majority of these Department offices have a number of 
“hot desks” available for use by visiting Headquarters staff, or for outdoor staff who cover large 
and often remote geographic areas. 

There is some office space available currently in the Drumshanbo RVO building, but this is 
under consideration to be allocated for use in the near future.  Similarly, there is space available 
in the Department’s offices at Johnstown Castle in Wexford.  However, pending the outcome 
of the ongoing Brexit negotiations, some of that space is likely to used to accommodate staff 
engaged on Brexit-related work.

12/11/2019WRU00800GLAS Issues

12/11/2019WRU00900422. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a person (details supplied) will be permitted to withdraw from GLAS 1 without penalties on 
health grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46308/19]

12/11/2019WRU01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
received all payments in respect of scheme years 2015 to 2018 as well as the 2019 advance 
payment.

The position is that there is no record of an application from the person named to withdraw 
from GLAS 1 under the provisions of force majeure.  It is open to the person named to write 
directly to the GLAS Section in Johnstown Castle Wexford outlining their request to withdraw 
under section 20 of the terms and conditions of the scheme providing the full details and sup-
porting documentation for their case. 

12/11/2019WRU01100Forestry Management
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12/11/2019WRU01200423. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications on hand for forestry felling, thinning permits and licences; the average 
time to process applications; the oldest application on file; the estimated amount of timber and 
logs covered by these applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46342/19]

12/11/2019WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment accepts and processes tree felling licences, which cover both tree felling and thinning.  
A valid tree felling licence must be in place before any  forestry tree felling or thinning takes 
place.  Applications for felling licences may be made by the applicant or their registered for-
ester.  All forestry licences issued by the Department undergo a legal consent process. Since 
2017, all felling licence  applications received have been subject to a statutory public notifica-
tion system and all  felling decisions  issued are subject to a statutory appeal system operated 
by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).  

I acknowledge that changes made to internal Appropriate Assessment Procedures (AAP) in 
relation to the issuing of licences has resulted in delays to files.  These  are beyond my Depart-
ment’s control as we are obliged to implement changes that were required following important 
Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by 
the Forestry Appeals Committee and others.  

Currently, we are amending the AA procedure in order to introduce a robust and workable 
system which will address the issues now faced.  Introducing this system involves the recruit-
ment of additional ecological expertise and changes in procedures for the forestry inspectorate.  
The Department has advertised for additional ecologists and we also have access to external 
ecological support, which will be supplemented in due course.  Inspectors have already under-
gone training and will receive appropriate support in delivering these new procedures. A cate-
gorisation of files affected by these requirements is also underway in order to best assess further 
action needed and by whom. Notwithstanding recent delays, to the end of October, 3,866 tree 
felling licences have issued this year, which is 23% up on last year.

It should be noted that a tree felling licence is valid for up to 10 years and may cover several 
felling events, for example, thinning followed by clear-fell, and that volume estimates in sup-
port of these licences are for indicative purposes only. There are currently 1,983 felling licence 
applications on hand at various stages in the process, from data entry to ready for decision.  
Older files on hands are awaiting further information from applicants and not considered “live” 
until that information is received.  To end October 2019, 71% of tree felling licences decisions 
issued this year were within four months of receipt of the application. 

12/11/2019WRU01400Live Exports

12/11/2019WRU01500424. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details in respect of calf exports (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46347/19]

12/11/2019WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating price 
competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. My Department facilitates 
this trade, recognising its importance to the agri-food sector, while placing a strong emphasis 
on the welfare of all animals being transported. The Department continues to strictly enforce 
the transport of livestock rules as laid down in Council Regulation 1/2005. The age requirement 
in respect of long journeys is set out in Chapter VI of the Regulation; i.e. older than 14 days. 
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In 2017, my Department reduced the veterinary inspection fee payable on live exports of 
calves under three months of age to €1.20 per animal, from €4.80.  This gave an important boost 
to the trade in calves. 

The available compiled statistics relating to calves exported refer to those under 3 months. 
In 2018, this amounted to 157,417,  and to date in 2019, this has amounted to 192,844.

12/11/2019WRU01700Farm Data

12/11/2019WRU01800425. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide information in respect of calves (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46349/19]

12/11/2019WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not collect data regarding calf euthanasia on Irish farms. 

With regards to on farm deaths, 2.5 % of calves were registered as dead before they attained 
six weeks of age in 2018.  These data compare very favourably with other livestock rearing 
countries in the EU and Worldwide. 

12/11/2019WRU02000Beef Industry Irregularities

12/11/2019WRU02100426. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason he has failed to publish the conformation and fat score data from all cattle from both the 
old and new machines in the carcase classification trial; if he will now publish the data in view 
of the urgent need to restore confidence in the beef grading system; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46401/19]

12/11/2019WRU02200427. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of instances in which mechanical grading was suspended in meat plants in cases in 
which a machine was found to be working outside of tolerance and manual grading is instigated 
to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46402/19]

12/11/2019WRU02300428. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
instances of non-compliance with the carcase trim specifications his inspectors have identified 
in beef plants each month in 2019; the plants involved; the payments made to the farmer sup-
plier to reflect loss; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46403/19]

12/11/2019WRU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 426 to 428, inclusive, together.

To date in 2019, there have been 508 unannounced inspections by my Department’s clas-
sification officers and over 44,000 carcasses checked for classification and carcase presentation. 
During this period, mechanical classification machines were turned off on 6 occasions and fac-
tories instigated manual grading of carcasses.

In 2019, one factory has been fined for excess carcase trimming of three carcasses. It is 
intended to publish the names of all factories that have been fined in 2019 on my Department’s 
website in due course.  

Regarding the carcase classification trial, I have published the resultant report entitled ‘In-
dependent Report on the modification trial of the Mechanical Beef Classification System cur-
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rently in use in Ireland’.   The trial was facilitated by my Department and carried out in Slaney 
Foods.  The trial which was also supervised by an Independent Expert clearly shows that the 
modified technology will bring about increased accuracy over current systems.  

The methodology and data comparisons to be used in such trials are defined in EU legisla-
tion.  When evaluating the performance of machines in this regard, the machines’ grades are 
compared against expert classification officer grades.  For transparency purposes, in the report, 
the results of both technologies are presented although not required by legislation for the au-
thorisation of new equipment.

The Independent Expert and author of the report concluded that the results are beyond what 
is required in the EU legislation to approve such modifications and he confirmed that this trial 
significantly exceeds what is required where classification equipment is being modified rather 
than being authorised for the first time. 

It is now a matter for industry to consider the implementation of this new technology.

12/11/2019WRU02700Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRU02800429. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last updated; if 
this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46460/19]

12/11/2019WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment last updated its FOI Disclosure Log on 8 November 2019. Disclosures relating to the 
years 2016, 2017, 2018 and the first three quarters of 2019 are available on the DAFM website 
at https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/customerservice/freedomofinformation/.

The Department’s policy is to update the Disclosure Log on a quarterly basis. However, 
from January 2020, it is intended to update the Log on a monthly basis. 

12/11/2019WRU03000Trade Missions

12/11/2019WRU03100430. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans for a food-related trade mission to South Korea before the end of 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46484/19]

12/11/2019WRU03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Trade Mis-
sions play an important role in promoting the Irish agri-food sector and in market development, 
and I have been very active on this front in recent years as we strive to gain and develop a pres-
ence in as many global markets as possible. 

As part of my 2019 Trade Mission schedule, I led an agri-food trade mission to the Republic 
of Korea in June 2019.  I used the visit to build on and promote Ireland’s image in the Republic 
of Korea at the Korea Ireland Sustainable Dairy Forum, and at an EU Pork and Beef Seminar 
organised by Bord Bia.  I also took the opportunity to provide assurances on Ireland’s status 
as a safe, secure and sustainable source of agri-food products at Government-to-Government 
meetings as part of our determined effort to secure market access for Irish beef.

In response to the Government’s Global Ireland 2025 initiative, and in keeping with my 
Department’s efforts to help the agri-food sector to diversify its export markets, my Department 
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is expanding its staffing in international locations over the period to 2025.  Under this initiative, 
it is also intended that an attaché post will be established in Seoul in 2020. 

12/11/2019WRU03300Agriculture Scheme Appeals

12/11/2019WRU03400431. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a matter will be addressed regarding the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46564/19]

12/11/2019WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There has 
been some recent correspondence between the persons named and my Department about this 
long running case.  The matter was examined previously by both the Agriculture Appeals Of-
fice and the Office of the Ombudsman where the original decision made by the Department was 
upheld in both cases. Furthermore, a petition was submitted to the Committee of Petitions of 
the EU Parliament in 2016. My Department provided comments to the Committee of Petitions 
in July 2018 and, since then, there has been no further correspondence on the case. 

The persons named were recently advised to forward any new information in relation to 
their case to the Agriculture Appeals Office to seek a review of their earlier decision in accor-
dance with section 10(1) of the 2001 Agriculture Appeals Act.

12/11/2019WRU03600Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRU03700432. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department 
will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertis-
ing or communication. [46621/19]

12/11/2019WRU03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is represented on both the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning and on its 
sub-group which designs the Be Winter Ready campaign. In particular, the Department contrib-
utes information for the farming community on preparing for, and working in, adverse weather 
conditions. 

To support the campaign, all Departmental staff were emailed with information about the 
campaign and each public office will display posters and make the campaign leaflets available 
to visitors. 

The campaign is also prominently advertised on the front page of the Department’s website 
and is promoted through our social media channels. The Department does not incur any of the 
direct costs involved in the Be Winter Ready campaign.  

12/11/2019WRU03900GLAS Issues

12/11/2019WRU04000433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be permitted to withdraw from GLAS 1 without 
penalties on health grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46670/19]

12/11/2019WRU04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
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received all payments in respect of scheme years 2015 to 2018.

The position is that there is no record of an application from the person named to withdraw 
from GLAS 1 under the provisions of force majeure. It is open to the person named to write 
directly to the GLAS Section in Johnstown Castle Wexford outlining their request to withdraw 
under section 20 of the terms and conditions of the scheme providing the full details and sup-
porting documentation for their case. 

12/11/2019WRU04200National Broadband Plan

12/11/2019WRU04300434. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether it would be fiscally responsible to sign the national broad-
band plan contract without European Commission approval; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46385/19]

12/11/2019WRU04400449. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will sign the national broadband plan contract without European Commis-
sion approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46384/19]

12/11/2019WRU04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 434 and 449 together.

As a State intervention, the NBP must comply with the requirements of the European Com-
mission’s Guidelines on the application of the State aid rules on broadband. The Guidelines 
require, amongst other things, that Member States carry out a detailed mapping exercise to 
identify as far as reasonably possible those areas where intervention is required.

My Department recently conducted a public consultation to close the ongoing mapping 
exercise, seeking submissions from operators who wish to have their existing high speed broad-
band networks, or who have developed plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over 
the next 7 years, to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. That consul-
tation was extended twice at the request of operators, resulting in a total nine week period for 
submissions, and it closed on 30th September 2019. 

As part of the consultation, over 180 submissions were received from a variety of stake-
holders, including 30 from large and small commercial telecommunications operators, with the 
remainder from local authority broadband officers and members of the public.

Operator submissions are assessed against the Department’s published assessment criteria. 
Operators submitting planned investments are required to sign a declaration that they will enter 
into a Commitment Agreement with the Department if their plans satisfy the assessment criteria 
and are accepted by the Department as being concrete and credible.

The findings of the consultation, which will be available in the coming weeks, will ensure 
that the State Intervention Area is up to date and that it reflects commercial operators’ plans and 
the responses from householders and businesses, in advance of a contract being signed later this 
year. This will be an important element in concluding the State Aid approval process with the 
European Commission.

12/11/2019WRU04600Landfill Sites

12/11/2019WRU04700435. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
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and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 533 of 17 September 2019, if tenders 
have now been invited for the project; if so, the closing date for receipt of tenders; the number 
of contractors invited to tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46034/19]

12/11/2019WRU04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No 530 of 15 October 2019. The position is unchanged. 

12/11/2019WRU04900Waste Disposal Charges

12/11/2019WRU05000436. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 204 of 2 October 2019, if there have been 
further developments in relation to the support payment for the disposal of products; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46062/19]

12/11/2019WRU05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage house-
holders to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to devel-
op various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per 
kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced.  A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to 
homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price 
stability.

My Department has been examining this issue in detail and has engaged with relevant stake-
holders, including representative organisations and the HSE, in an effort to see how best to 
provide a financial support to persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal 
of medical incontinence wear. However, there are complex issues at play in this area, which are 
understandable given the sensitive nature of the medical data in question.   

12/11/2019WRU05200Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRU05300437. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published 
by his Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46087/19]

12/11/2019WRU05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to Questions No. 233 and 234 answered together on 10 October 2019. The 
position is unchanged.

12/11/2019WRU05500Waste Disposal Charges

12/11/2019WRU05600438. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the recent decision by a number of domestic bin collection compa-
nies to increase their annual standing charge and lift charge; the steps he plans to take to ensure 
that those on low incomes including pensioners are protected from such unregulated price in-
creases; and the steps he is taking to see the return of the service to local authorities. [46134/19]

12/11/2019WRU05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): As Minister, I have no role in setting price levels.  

Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage household-
ers to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop 
various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances.  A Price Monitoring 
Group (PMG) was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste 
collection to homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While 
fluctuations in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been rela-
tive price stability. 

Under the Waste Management Act 1996 local authorities are required to collect, or arrange 
for the collection of, household waste within their functional areas. It is always open to each 
local authority to re-enter the market on a commercial basis where they have concerns around 
cost, quality of service or competition. 

Under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as Minister, I am precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular 
circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

A full public consultation on Ireland’s new Waste Policy in a Circular Economy will be 
launched before the end of this year which will seek views on all matters waste related. This 
will inform the development of future national waste management policy, including our envi-
ronmental goals, regulatory and market structures, and relevant policy instruments and tools. 

12/11/2019WRU05800Climate Change Adaptation Plans

12/11/2019WRU05900439. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the performance gaps regarding the system of recording and reporting of progress 
on climate and renewables commitments as set out in his audit report of November 2018; the 
corrective measures to ensure satisfactory oversight and monitoring of performance gaps across 
Departments that have since been introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46144/19]

12/11/2019WRU06000441. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the progress to climate and renewables targets that informed 
actions set out in the Climate Action Plan 2019; if the actions set out in the plan were developed 
while shortcomings in procedural arrangements for reporting on targets as noted in his No-
vember 2018 audit report remained unresolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46146/19]

12/11/2019WRU06100442. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the European Commission was informed of shortcomings regarding the moni-
toring and oversight of the climate and renewables targets following the completion of his audit 
report of November 2018; if he will report on the shortcomings and new procedural arrange-
ments for monitoring and oversight of climate and energy targets as part of the integrated na-
tional energy and climate plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46147/19]

12/11/2019WRU06200443. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the UNFCCC was informed of shortcomings regarding the monitoring and 
oversight of climate targets following the completion of his audit report of November 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46148/19]

12/11/2019WRU06300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 439 and 441 to 443, inclusive, together.  

I understand the Deputy is referring to a report prepared by the Internal Audit Unit of my 
Department entitled ‘Final EU 2020 Climate Targets Monitoring and Reporting Audit.’ The re-
port set out a number of recommendations concerning the reporting of progress against targets 
within my Department and to the Government. 

The Climate Action Plan 2019, published on 17 June 2019, sets out an enhanced set of 
governance and reporting arrangements, which also closely follow the recommendations of the 
report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action, published in March 2019. These 
arrangements include:

· the establishment of a Climate Action Delivery Board within the Department of the Tao-
iseach to oversee delivery of the Plan

· quarterly reporting to Government on progress against the commitments in the Plan and 
publication of these reports 

· a five year Carbon Budget and sectoral targets with a detailed plan of actions to deliver 
them

· an independent Climate Action Council to recommend the Carbon Budget and evaluate 
policy

· strong accountability to an Oireachtas Climate Action Committee

· carbon proofing all Government decisions and major investments

The objective of the ‘Final EU 2020 Climate Targets Monitoring and Reporting Audit’ was 
to assess the adequacy of the arrangements in place for the implementation, monitoring and 
reporting on each of the three targets covered by the EU 2020 Climate and Energy Package, 
concerning reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, the contribution of energy from renewable 
sources and improvements in energy efficiency. The report noted that there are established stat-
utory annual reporting arrangements to the European Union in respect of these targets. In the 
case of greenhouse gas emissions, Ireland also reports annually to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change in line with our obligations as a Party to that Convention. 
The report identified no concerns with respect to Ireland’s reporting to the EU and UN. In re-
spect of renewable energy, this is reported biennially to the European Commission through the 
National Renewable Energy Action Plan.

The report also noted that, in terms of overall monitoring and reporting of progress, inter-
departmental structures and reporting arrangements, including in response to enactment of the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, have been put in place to ensure that 
the relevant Departments and Ministers are appropriately informed of progress in relation to 
these various commitments. In addition, the 2015 Act provides for an Annual Transition State-
ment to be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. This Statement must, inter alia, include 
information in Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions and compliance with obligations of the State 
under EU law and relevant international agreements. 

The report found that, while there is no fixed reporting frequency nor is there any specific 
requirement to inform Government of the latest position on targets, in practice, the Minister will 
take the opportunity to set out the latest position in relation to Ireland’s targets on an on-going 
basis, including via relevant Memoranda for Government.
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12/11/2019WRV00200Proposed Legislation

12/11/2019WRV00300440. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the heads of the climate action (amendment) Bill will be published to ad-
dress necessary climate targets and budgets as committed to the Climate Action Plan 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46145/19]

12/11/2019WRV00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 17 June 2019, the Government published the Climate Action Plan 2019, which 
commits, inter alia, to bringing forward a new Climate Action (Amendment) Bill to amend the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.  The objective of the Bill is to signifi-
cantly strengthen the statutory framework for governance of the climate challenge, and ensure 
delivery of successive Climate Action Plans and Long-term Climate Strategies, supported by a 
system of carbon budgeting and sectoral targets with appropriate oversight by Government, the 
Oireachtas and a new Climate Action Council. The Climate Action Plan identifies a number of 
provisions to be incorporated in the new Bill including:

- Establishing the 2050 target in law 

- Making the adoption of carbon budgets a legal requirement 

- Requiring the Government to set a decarbonisation target range for each sector, with the 
Minister with primary responsibility for each sector identified being accountable for delivering 
the relevant actions to meet the sectoral targets 

- Establishing the Climate Action Council as a successor organisation to the Climate Change 
Advisory Council 

- Establishing that the Climate Action Plan shall be updated annually 

- Establishing that a Long-Term Climate Strategy, to match the period covered by the three 
five year carbon budgets, shall be published 

- Ensuring that the proposed governance arrangements retain sufficient flexibility to allow 
necessary reorientation of policy in the light of changing technologies, circumstances, chal-
lenges and opportunities over the period to 2030 and beyond

The General Scheme is currently being prepared on the basis of the provisions outlined 
above with a view to seeking Government approval for the scheme before the end of 2019. This 
will allow for the publication of the Climate Action (Amendment) Bill in quarter 1, 2020 as 
committed to under the Plan.

Questions Nos. 441 to 443, inclusive, answered with Question No. 439.

12/11/2019WRV00800Commencement of Legislation

12/11/2019WRV00900444. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment when all sections of the Minerals Development Act 2017 will be com-
menced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46153/19]

12/11/2019WRV01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): My Department is working on the development of Regulations 
in order to commence the Mineral Development Act 2017. Regulations to commence Part 2 of 
the Act relating to Prospecting are at an advanced stage of drafting. This is expected to be com-
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pleted by the end of 2020. Following on from that the Regulations to commence the remaining 
Part of the Act will be completed.

12/11/2019WRV01100National Broadband Plan Administration

12/11/2019WRV01200445. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 216 of 17 April 2019, the status of the 
over 300 sites that have been identified for early connection under the national broadband plan. 
[46208/19]

12/11/2019WRV01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government appointed National Broadband Ireland (NBI) as the Preferred Bid-
der for the National Broadband Plan (NBP) in May 2019. Since then my officials have been 
performing the necessary financial and contractual due diligence work needed before a con-
tract can be concluded. The Department’s work is well progressed and, pending Government 
approval, I expect to sign the contract before the end of the year after which deployment will 
commence.

The Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are included in the overall scope of the National 
Broadband Plan and NBI’s solution which was submitted and evaluated as part of their final 
tender submission. In the first year of roll out, the NBI will deploy over 300 BCPs across all 
counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in each county. BCPs 
will provide communities with a high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation 
and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations.

12/11/2019WRV01400Warmer Homes Scheme

12/11/2019WRV01500446. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when SEAI warmer homes scheme works will be carried out for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46276/19]

12/11/2019WRV01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The Scheme delivers a range 
of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy 
poverty, who meet the defined eligibility criteria.

The processing of applications under the Warmer Homes Scheme is an operational matter 
for SEAI and I, as Minister, have no role in such matters. However, officials from my Depart-
ment have contacted the SEAI in relation to the application referenced by the Deputy.

I have been informed that the applicant applied for works under the Scheme in October 2018 
and had a survey carried out in January 2019. SEAI have indicated that it is intended to assign 
a contractor to this home in January 2020, who will contact the homeowner directly to schedule 
works.

Since the expansion of the scheme in 2018 to include ‘deeper’ and more expensive upgrade 
measures such as external wall insulation and internal wall insulation, demand for the scheme 
is very high. SEAI advise that due to this demand, the average wait time for applicants, between 
making an application and being allocated to a contractor, can be approximately 18 months. 

A budget of €52.8 million has been allocated to the Scheme for next year. This represents 
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the biggest ever budget for the Warmer Homes Scheme – more than double the initial allocation 
for 2019.

12/11/2019WRV01700Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRV01800447. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his 
Department in civil service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46289/19]

12/11/2019WRV01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department currently occupies office space in 2 locations outside Dublin.

The current number of vacant desk spaces available in each location is set out in the follow-
ing table;  

Office Location Vacant Desk Spaces
Cavan 12
Wexford 3

12/11/2019WRV02000Telecommunications Infrastructure

12/11/2019WRV02100448. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if commercial operators will be barred from commercial roll-outs in the interven-
tion area in the event that the contract for the national broadband plan is signed. [46380/19]

12/11/2019WRV02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The telecoms market in Ireland is fully liberalised and regulated by the Commission 
for Communications Regulation, ComReg. The development and rollout of telecoms infra-
structure is primarily a matter for private operators, operating on a commercial basis.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every home, school and business 
in Ireland, regardless of how remote or rural, has access to high speed broadband. This is being 
achieved through a combination of commercial investment across Ireland and a State interven-
tion in those areas where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest, such as rural 
areas.

My Department recently conducted a public consultation to close the ongoing Intervention 
Area mapping exercise, seeking submissions from operators who wish to have their existing 
high speed broadband networks, or who have developed plans to invest in high speed broad-
band networks over the next 7 years, to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband 
Map. The findings of the consultation, which will be available in the coming weeks, will ensure 
that the State Intervention Area is up to date in advance of a contract being signed later this year.

  Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 434.

12/11/2019WRV02400National Broadband Plan

12/11/2019WRV02500450. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the 14 areas in which a contingency can be paid under the terms of the contract 
for the national broadband plan; and the capped subsidy for each of the contingency payments. 
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[46386/19]

12/11/2019WRV02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The contingency fund within the NBP subsidy can only be drawn down in 14 specific 
circumstances, both during the deployment period and after the deployment is completed. This 
contingency fund can only be sought by NBI where additional, unanticipated costs have been 
proven to have occured for these specific circumstances.

The contingency fund is capped at €480m (excluding VAT) with caps for specific categories 
or groups of categories and with the risk of additional costs resting with NBI. 

These categories are primarily construction related, for example relating to the state or con-
dition of existing infrastructure in the intervention area which will only be fully established 
when on site surveys are conducted by NBI.

The contract includes very detailed provisions governing the conditions that would apply 
in the case of any request to access the contingency subsidy related to any of the 14 categories.

The amount of subsidy as well as the specific terms and conditions under which NBI may 
seek access to this contingency subsidy are commercially sensitive as, for example, it could 
influence commercial operator actions in the wider market.

12/11/2019WRV02700Trading Online Voucher Scheme

12/11/2019WRV02800451. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost of increasing the maximum amount to be drawn down under the digital 
trading voucher scheme based on the latest annual participation rates up to amounts (details 
supplied). [46391/19]

12/11/2019WRV02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Trading Online Voucher Scheme is an initiative specifically designed to support 
small businesses to trade online. Funded by my Department and administered by Enterprise 
Ireland through the national network of 31 Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), the scheme offers 
financial assistance of up to €2,500, subject to matched funding, to help small businesses de-
velop their online trading capability. This is coupled with training, mentoring and networking 
supports. Small businesses, with 10 or fewer employees, less than €2m in turnover, and that 
have little or no capacity to trade online, are eligible to apply.

The Scheme is demand-led and as such the take-up, level of financial assistance per business 
in terms of redeemed voucher costs, and thus total cost to the Exchequer will vary from year 
to year. As such it is difficult to accurately predict the total cost of the Scheme under a range of 
different financial assistance maxima. For information, in 2018, an average of €1,923 was paid 
in respect of the 921 businesses that benefitted from the vouchers.

12/11/2019WRV03000Energy Efficiency

12/11/2019WRV03100452. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has received conclusions from research carried out by a body (details 
supplied) on the operation of the deep retrofit scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46404/19]

12/11/2019WRV03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine has been engaged to under-
take research on the Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme. The Warmth & Wellbeing Scheme is a 
joint policy initiative between my Department and the Department of Health under the Govern-
ment’s Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty and the Healthy Ireland Framework.

The main aim of the Scheme is to validate, in an Irish context, the strong international evi-
dence that making homes warmer, drier and more energy efficient can have a positive impact on 
the health and wellbeing of people living with chronic respiratory conditions. The scheme was 
launched in 2016 as a time bound pilot for 3 years, but has remained open for applications into 
2019 in order to recruit a sufficient sample of participants for the health impact evaluation of the 
scheme. The Scheme is being delivered by a team comprised of officials from the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and Health Service Executive (HSE). Over €23 million has 
now been invested in upgrading over 1,200 homes in the pilot area.

The process of evaluating the Scheme is on-going and is being overseen by a Steering Group 
comprised of my Department, the Department of Health, SEAI and HSE. Initial reports from 
the HSE have indicated that the upgrades are delivering benefits to the health and wellbeing of 
participants. An initial review of the energy impacts of the scheme has shown that the average 
Building Energy Rating of participating homes improved from a D2 to a B3 with carbon emis-
sions reducing by on average 2.2 tCO2/year. 

It is expected that an interim report on the health impacts of the scheme by the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine will be completed over the coming months with the 
final evaluation scheduled for completion in 2021.

12/11/2019WRV03300Waste Disposal

12/11/2019WRV03400453. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll-out of brown bins to all homes nationally; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [46405/19]

12/11/2019WRV03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under the European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-waste) Regulations 
2015, household waste collectors are required to provide, or arrange for the provision of, a 
separate collection service for food waste from households in designated brown bin areas. In 
accordance with the Regulatory Impact Assessment prepared for these Regulations, the roll-out 
of the brown bin has been phased in on a progressive basis, commencing on 1st July 2013. The 
timetable for when the regulations took effect is as follows:

 - 1st July 2013 for population centres greater than 25,000 persons;

- 31st December 2013 for population centres greater than 20,000 persons;

- 1st July 2014 for population centres greater than 10,000 persons;

- 1st July 2015 for population centres greater than 1,500 persons, and

- 1st July 2016 for population centres greater than 500 persons.

A full public consultation on Ireland’s Circular Economy strategy will be launched before 
the end of this year which will seek views on all matters waste related, including the provision 
of a brown bin collection service in all other areas of the country.
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12/11/2019WRV03600Climate Change Policy

12/11/2019WRV03700454. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of climate action regions set up here; the counties that are grouped 
together to make up the regions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46424/19]

12/11/2019WRV03800456. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the regional climate action offices that have been established to date; the location, 
staffing levels and funding allocated to each office, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46494/19]

12/11/2019WRV03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 454 and 456 together.

In January 2018, my Department entered into a five-year financial commitment of €10m to 
establish four Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs). Building on a business case prepared 
by the Local Government sector itself, this commitment recognises the significant obligation 
which has been placed on Local Government to develop and implement its own climate action 
measures, as well as the need to build capacity within the sector to engage effectively with cli-
mate change – both in terms of mitigation and adaptation. 

The establishment of these offices is enabling a more coordinated engagement across the 
whole of Government and will help to build on the experience and expertise which exists across 
the sector. The following table sets out the locations of the offices in terms of the lead authori-
ties and the functional areas they work within.

Climate Action Region Local Authority Functional 
Areas

Lead Authority

Atlantic Seaboard North Donegal, Sligo, Mayo and Gal-
way City and County

Mayo County Council

Atlantic Seaboard South Clare, Limerick, Kerry, Cork 
County and Cork City

Cork County Council

Dublin Metropolitan Region South Dublin, Fingal, Dun 
Laoghaire-Rathdown and Dub-
lin City

Dublin City Council

Eastern and Midlands Louth, Meath, Wicklow, Wex-
ford, Kildare, Carlow, Kilken-
ny, Laois, Offaly, Westmeath, 
Longford, Leitrim, Tipperary, 
Cavan, Monaghan, Roscommon 
and Waterford

Kildare County Council

Under the five year financial commitment entered into in 2018, €2 million has been assigned 
across the four CAROs for 2019. Each regional office has a coordinator in place to coordinate 
actions across both the CARO structure itself and also with the other Local Authorities in its re-
spective region. The regional coordinators are supported by small dedicated teams within each 
CARO, the staffing of which is a matter for each individual lead Local Authority to consider 
within the funding allocated to support the work of these offices. With the publication of the 
Climate Action Plan in June of this year, a revised work programme for the CAROs for 2020 
will now be agreed during Q4 2019.

12/11/2019WRV04000Freedom of Information Data
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12/11/2019WRV04100455. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information 
was last updated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [46463/19]

12/11/2019WRV04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Freedom of Information Disclosure Log for my Department was last updated 
on 11 November 2019. The log, which contains details of all valid non-personal FOI requests 
received, is updated and published on a weekly basis, or more frequently as required.  This 
exceeds the requirement provided for in the Code of Practice for Freedom of Information for 
Public Bodies, which requires that Disclosure logs in relation to non-personal requests are pub-
lished on a regular e.g. quarterly basis.

  Question No. 456 answered with Question No. 454.

12/11/2019WRV04400Electric Vehicles

12/11/2019WRV04500457. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the SEAI will provide grants to apartment owners and of management compa-
nies of apartment complexes to apply for electronic vehicle charging points for the complexes. 
[46510/19]

12/11/2019WRV04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan, which was published in June, sets out a range of actions to 
support the delivery of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. These actions include ex-
panding the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant, provided by the SEAI, to include locations 
with shared parking such as apartments.

Budget 2020 provided €36 million in funding to my Department to support the uptake of 
electric vehicles including €6 million specifically for charging infrastructure. Of this, €0.5 mil-
lion was allocated to support the expansion of the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant to 
include apartments. As set out in the Climate Action Plan, this is expected to be in place in the 
first quarter of 2020 at which point further details - including how to apply - will be available.

12/11/2019WRV04700Competition and Consumer Protection Commission

12/11/2019WRV04800458. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the sale of a company (details supplied) as per 
section 28B of the Competition Act 2002; if this was notified to the Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission; if a decision has been made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46563/19]

12/11/2019WRV04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Following approval by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission on 
competition grounds, notification of the proposed transaction referenced in the question was 
received by my Department on 22 October 2019.

I have 30 working days from the notification date of 22 October 2019 to conduct an initial, 
or phase 1, assessment of the case on media plurality grounds. Following this assessment I 
have three options under the legislation, which are to allow the merger to proceed, to allow the 
merger to proceed with conditions, or to ask the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland to conduct a 
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more in-depth, or phase 2, examination of the proposed merger. 

It would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the case until the aforementioned 
assessment process is completed.

12/11/2019WRV05000Air Quality

12/11/2019WRV05100459. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the delivery of a clean air strategy and the possible nationwide ban 
on smoky coal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46576/19]

12/11/2019WRV05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer the Deputy to the replies to Questions Nos 462 of 1 October, and 58 of 16 
October. The position is unchanged.

12/11/2019WRW00200Plastic Bag Levy

12/11/2019WRW00300460. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase the plastic bag levy; the detail of the proposed increase; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46581/19]

12/11/2019WRW00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department published a consultation paper on 6 November 2019 which outlines 
proposals with regard to environmental levies. This consultation will help inform the develop-
ment of a new range of environmental levies on a phased basis over the period 2020-2025, 
aimed at encouraging positive environmental behavioural change and climate action. The pro-
posals regarding the plastic bag levy are:

 To increase the plastic bag levy from the current rate of 22c to 25c; and

 To remove the current exemption from the plastic bag levy enjoyed by medium weight 
plastic bags.

True ‘bag for life’ bags will remain exempt.

The public consultation process on these proposals closes on 20 December 2019. The con-
sultation document is available on the Department’s website at: https://dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/
environment/consultations/Pages/Public-Consultation-on-the-Proposed-Introduction-of-New-
Environmental-Levies.aspx

12/11/2019WRW00500Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRW00600461. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure 
his Department will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consul-
tancy and advertising or communication. [46624/19]

12/11/2019WRW00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The ‘Be Winter Ready’ campaign is coordinated by the Office of Emergency Plan-
ning, under the remit of the Department of Defence. This year the theme of the campaign is Met 
Éireann colour coded weather warning system.



Questions - Written Answers

208

While my Department does not run ‘Be Winter Ready’ information campaigns aimed direct-
ly at the public, agencies operating in the sectors for which the Department has responsibility, 
such as ESB, GNI and EirGrid, engage in extensive winter preparations.

My Department does not incur any direct costs in relation to promotion of the ‘Be Winter 
Ready’ campaign. Promotional costs for the campaign are incurred by the Department of De-
fence.

12/11/2019WRW00800Regional Road Network

12/11/2019WRW00900462. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position in 
relation to a low cost safety 2020 funding application made in respect of a project (details sup-
plied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46007/19]

12/11/2019WRW01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of Clare County Council, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants. The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

An application has been received for a safety improvement scheme in respect of Cree 
Bridge, Cree, County Clare as part of Clare County Council’s 2020 funding submission under 
the Safety Improvement Grant Programme. 

Grant allocations under the Safety Improvement Grant Programme will be announced 
in early (i.e. January or February) 2020.

12/11/2019WRW01100Bus Services

12/11/2019WRW01200463. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
passengers will be allowed to use their travel card on the LocalLink bus in view of the fact that 
the lack of free travel is affecting persons with disabilities and older persons, especially in rural 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46008/19]

12/11/2019WRW01300464. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
the LocalLink service has changed its procedure in relation to charging passengers that attend 
day care services; the reason it did not provide passengers with adequate notice of the changes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46009/19]

12/11/2019WRW01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 463 and 464 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for integrated 
local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, which now 
operates under the ‘Local Link’ brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your questions to the 
NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
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within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRW01600Road Safety

12/11/2019WRW01700465. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
consideration is being given to the introduction of a scheme to protect cyclists similar to that 
which was introduced in London recently (details supplied); and if further measures to increase 
the minimum standards for trucks, which would protect both cyclists and pedestrians, will be 
part of the annual CVRT. [46053/19]

12/11/2019WRW01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I welcome any im-
provements in safety standards to protect vulnerable road users.

However, while I am not familiar with all the details of the scheme referred to, there appears 
to be some misunderstanding regarding its nature.  

First of all, it is not a change to the minimum standards for Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) 
that apply in the UK.  These standards are set at present, as they are for Ireland, at the level of 
the European Union as a whole, as they are integral to the Single Market. 

This scheme rather relates to local bye-laws imposed by the relevant local authorities in 
London. These require HGVs to have permits when moving within Inner London, as a condi-
tion of which they must meet certain visibility (and presumably other) standards.  

The scheme is therefore similar to but perhaps less strict than the current provisions in 
Dublin City which ban vehicles with five or more axles during the hours of 07.00-19.00 seven 
days a week from a designated cordon area – between the canals - and provide a limited permit 
scheme for such vehicles that need to load or unload within the city centre area.

In any case, the regulation of traffic movements is a matter for the relevant local authority, 
as it is in the United Kingdom.

However, my Department along with the Road Safety Authority are constantly working to 
improve road safety and as such I am pleased to note that the EU updates its standards on an 
ongoing basis, including new standards for visibility in HGVs which will come into effect from 
2022.   We will monitor the situation as it develops.

12/11/2019WRW01900Bus Éireann

12/11/2019WRW02000466. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will direct Bus Éireann to grant an exemption to persons over 70 years of age to be permitted to 
drive school buses on routes operated by their contractors in view of the difficulties in sourcing 
drivers. [46057/19]

12/11/2019WRW02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport in Ireland. The issue raised is a matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded 
the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRW02200Departmental Reports
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12/11/2019WRW02300467. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46100/19]

12/11/2019WRW02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy 
to PQ 41572/19 answered on 10/10/2019 and wish to advise that the details provided are un-
changed.

12/11/2019WRW02500Air Services Provision

12/11/2019WRW02600468. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
process by which fifth freedom aviation agreements are set out. [46123/19]

12/11/2019WRW02700469. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
process through which the safety standards of partner airlines that are applying for or have been 
granted fifth freedom flight rights are verified and assessed. [46124/19]

12/11/2019WRW02800470. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of permits issued to airlines outside the State under the fifth freedom over the past five 
years. [46125/19]

12/11/2019WRW02900471. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the granting of fifth freedom traffic rights to an airline (details supplied) for the Dublin 
to Madrid route; his views on whether the decision potentially creates a competitive distortion 
in view of the different obligations on an airline with such rights; the policy in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46126/19]

12/11/2019WRW03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 468 to 471, inclusive, together.

Ireland traditionally has a liberal aviation policy and remains positively disposed towards 
the development of competitive air services. In that context, my Department continues to seek 
to include unrestricted fifth freedoms in any bilateral air services agreement it is in the process 
of negotiating or with regard to any EU comprehensive agreements with third countries.

The Ireland - Ethiopia Bilateral Air Services Agreement, signed in 2014, allows for the 
granting of fifth freedom air traffic rights for airlines of both countries, on a reciprocal basis, 
and subject to the approval of the relevant aeronautical authorities.

The route to Addis Ababa is important in terms of global connectivity, and remains Ireland’s 
only service to a hub airport in Africa. The 5th freedom sectors play an important part in con-
tributing to the overall sustainability of the route. It additionally provides competition in the 
market which has a wider benefit for Irish consumers.

Over the past five years my Department has authorised a number of non-EU airlines to oper-
ate fifth freedom passenger flights. These include:

- Addis Ababa - Dublin - Los Angeles with return;

- Beijing - Edinburgh - Dublin with return;

- Addis Abba - Madrid - Dublin with return; and

- Shanghai (Pudong) – Helsinki – Dublin with return.   
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Authorisation has also been granted for fifth freedom cargo flights, these include:   

- Istanbul - Shannon - Chicago; 

- Istanbul - Shannon - New York; and

- Istanbul - Shannon - Atlanta.   

The European Single Aviation Market rules provide that EU airlines operating fifth freedom 
flights within Europe do not require authorisation from my Department.   

Non-EU airlines operating air services into EU Member States are required to hold a val-
id Third Country Operator (TCO) number, issued by the European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA). This number serves as an indication that the airline has met the safety and oversight 
requirements as outlined in EU Regulations, which are themselves based on international stan-
dards and recommended practices, associated procedures, guidance material and safety related 
practices.

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) is responsible for aviation safety regulation in Ireland 
and is authorised to perform ramp inspections on aircraft for compliance with European and 
International safety standards.

12/11/2019WRW03400Sports Capital Programme

12/11/2019WRW03500472. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason there is no application process for a 2019 sports capital programme underway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [46191/19]

12/11/2019WRW03600474. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
allocations under the sports capital programme will be announced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46285/19]

12/11/2019WRW03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 472 and 474 together.

2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital Pro-
gramme seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced in May.

Work is now being finalised on the remaining applications for capital works and I expect the 
allocations to be announced shortly.  As soon as these grants have been announced a review into 
the operation of the 2018 SCP will be undertaken.  Part of the review will include consideration 
of timing of the next round but it is anticipated that the SCP will be open for applications again 
in the coming months.

12/11/2019WRW03800Tourism Promotion
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12/11/2019WRW03900473. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
cost of extending the Púca Halloween festival to each county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46220/19]

12/11/2019WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy development.  Although it provides annual funding to Fáilte Ireland to invest in 
festivals and participative events, among other things, my Department has no role in the admin-
istration of related programmes.  These are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland, the National 
Tourism Development Authority.

Accordingly, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy with further infor-
mation relevant to the Deputy’s query, including information on any plans (and related cost-
ings) for the further development or expansion of the Púca festival.  Please contact my private 
office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 474 answered with Question No. 472.

12/11/2019WRW04200Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRW04300475. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in civil 
service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46302/19]

12/11/2019WRW04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Office of Public 
Works (OPW) is responsible for the provision of office accommodation for Government De-
partments.

My Department currently has a total of 8 vacant desk spaces in its office accommoda-
tion outside of Dublin City. It is anticipated that these desks will be filled in line with normal 
recruitment procedures.

12/11/2019WRW04500Public Transport Expenditure

12/11/2019WRW04600476. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
budgeted spend in each of the next five years to make public transport wheelchair accessible 
including vehicles, stations and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46303/19]

12/11/2019WRW04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.
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12/11/2019WRW04800Public Transport Provision

12/11/2019WRW04900477. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeframe in which he plans to make public transport wheelchair accessible including vehicles, 
stations and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46304/19]

12/11/2019WRW05000478. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
incentives or grants in place to make taxis and hackneys wheelchair accessible; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46305/19]

12/11/2019WRW05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 477 and 478 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your questions to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRW05300Public Transport Provision

12/11/2019WRW05400479. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of additional routes planned to be tendered in the public transport network; the detail of 
the routes; the planned timetables for tendering; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46311/19]

12/11/2019WRW05500480. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
public transport routes tendered to non semi-State companies; the date on which the contracts 
end; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46310/19]

12/11/2019WRW05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 479 and 480 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.  The issues raised are a matter for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRX00300Capital Expenditure Programme

12/11/2019WRX00400481. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
capital budget for transport projects for each of the next five years committed to; the projects 
funded within this budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46318/19]

12/11/2019WRX00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Project Ireland 
2040 Capital Tracker by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform provides details of 
infrastructure projects including transport projects, indicative allocations, current status, project  
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commencement dates and proposed completion dates.

It is available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/  

The individual projects and programmes are subject to compliance with the Public Spend-
ing Code, including its requirements in relation to appraisal and Sanctioning Authority approval 
points.

12/11/2019WRX00600Public Service Vehicles

12/11/2019WRX00700482. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the action 
he plans to take regarding the use of rickshaws; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46343/19]

12/11/2019WRX00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As you may be aware, 
last year, the Cabinet gave approval for publication of a General Scheme of a Bill to amend the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013 so as to provide for the regulation of rickshaws. Work is underway to 
advance the drafting of this Bill.

Rickshaws can be powered in a number of different ways - pedal powered, pedal-assisted 
and motorised. This Bill will introduce comprehensive new detention powers which will ensure 
effective enforcement of a ban on motorised rickshaws carrying passengers for reward. The Bill 
will also introduce a licensing regime for non-motorised rickshaws with measures to ensure that 
rickshaw drivers are vetted and licensed.

12/11/2019WRX00900Appointments to State Boards

12/11/2019WRX01000483. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the four vacancies on the board of the Road Safety Authority will be filled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [46355/19]

12/11/2019WRX01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will 
be aware, there is a process to be completed in order to select appointees to the Boards of State 
Agencies in an open and transparent manner.  

I understand that the Public Appointments Service will shortly be advertising for applicants 
for the vacant positions on the Board of the Road Safety Authority.  The advertisement will 
need to allow time for applications, following which there will be an interview process.  I un-
derstand that this can take 6 to 8 weeks.  

12/11/2019WRX01200Appointments to State Boards

12/11/2019WRX01300484. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the three vacancies on the board of Sport Ireland will be filled; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46356/19]

12/11/2019WRX01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Four vacancies arose 
on the Board of Sport Ireland on 30 September 2019 due to the expiry of the terms of four Board 
members on that date.  I have reappointed two of the Board members for a further term of three 
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years.  The remaining two vacancies will be filled following completion of an advertising and 
selection process conducted in line with the Government’s Guidelines on Appointments to State 
Boards.  

My officials are currently engaging with the Public Appointments Service and Sport Ireland 
on the drafting of a suitable advertisement and I expect an advertisement to be published on the 
State Boards website shortly.     

12/11/2019WRX01500Transport Policy

12/11/2019WRX01600485. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the Planning Land Use and Transport - Outlook 2040; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46371/19]

12/11/2019WRX01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Supporting analysis 
for PLUTO 2040 — which looked at an extensive range of issues such as Brexit, technology, 
climate change, maintaining the existing network and the future challenges in our cities, in ru-
ral areas, on the interurban network and the approaches to ports and airports — is now largely 
complete. Work on the PLUTO main report is well underway and is informed by the evidence 
base developed through the supporting analysis. 

It is currently envisaged that the PLUTO main report and background papers will be cleared 
by the project steering group for public consultation in December. The public consultation 
will then be initiated in January and run for approximately two months. All of the supporting 
background papers will be made available alongside the main report as part of the consultation 
process. 

Publication of the final PLUTO report will depend on the responses received during the 
consultation but it is currently expected that this will take place in Q2 2020.

12/11/2019WRX01800Tourism Promotion

12/11/2019WRX01900486. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the market-
ing scheme County Waterford benefits from; and the budget for same. [46411/19]

12/11/2019WRX02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for the tourism agencies. Accordingly, I have referred the 
Deputy’s Question to Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my pri-
vate office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRX02100Transport Policy

12/11/2019WRX02200487. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
SmarterTravel, A Sustainable Transport Future will be implemented in full by 2020, in view 
of further delays to the planned update to the plan described in the first progress report of the 
Climate Action Plan 2019; the obstacles to its implementation to date; and the action he will 
take regarding rising emissions of greenhouse gases and particulates from the transport sector 
before 2020. [46446/19]

12/11/2019WRX02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I will this week launch 
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a public consultation on reviewing sustainable mobility policy which looks across all aspects of 
current policy in relation to public transport and active travel. 

As noted in the First Progress Report of the Climate Action Plan 2019, the launch is slightly 
later than originally envisaged, but there were a number of administrative issues which required 
finalisation. 

The Deputy will see from the comprehensive suite of documents which will be published 
on my Department’s website later in the week that the review of sustainable mobility policy 
is a wide-ranging and extensive exercise and I look forward to engaging with the public and 
stakeholders on this first review of policy in 10 years. 

Among the documents to be published will be a high-level assessment of the actions un-
der the existing policy Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport Future, a policy which was 
launched in 2009 with a policy horizon until 2020. This assessment, and indeed the wider poli-
cy review itself, will allow all stakeholders to reflect on what has been achieved, what remains 
to be done and how our policy frameworks can support the realisation of a more sustainable 
transport system.  

In terms of actions to be taken before 2020, there are a number of initiatives underway 
which I have no doubt the Deputy will welcome, these include – 

- Increased capacity on the Luas Green Line through the introduction of extended trams into 
service;

- The continued expansion of PSO bus services, such as the introduction of a new 24hour 
service in Dublin or the new high-frequency 225 route in Cork;

- The planned expansion of the commuter rail fleet in the Greater Dublin Area which Gov-
ernment has approved a few weeks ago;

- Conclusion of contracts for constructing a new National Train Control Centre, with actual 
construction to start in the New Year;

- Construction continuing on a number of cycling projects, such as the very significant 
Royal Canal Greenway in Dublin City Centre;

- Establishment by the NTA of a new Cycling Office and a new Park and Ride Development 
Office;

- Commissioning a study on transport demand management in our major cities, with tenders 
received currently being considered by my Department.

As the Deputy can see from these examples, there is a considerable body of work underway 
out to year end.

12/11/2019WRX02400Cycling Facilities Provision

12/11/2019WRX02500488. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will require local authorities under ministerial order to provide segregated cycle lanes to ensure 
the safety of cyclists in urban areas; and if additional funding will be provided to local authori-
ties for networks of segregated cycle lanes in 2020 for all major cities and towns. [46447/19]

12/11/2019WRX02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Since 2013 my De-
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partment, through the National Transport Authority (NTA), has funded the development of 
cycle network plans in each of the five major cities, with the most recently published plans be-
ing those in Limerick and Cork in 2017. These cycle network plans are developed in accordance 
with the National Cycle Manual, developed and published by the NTA in 2011, and the Design 
Manual for Urban Roads and Streets, which was jointly published by my Department and the 
then Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government in 2013.

It is the case however that funding for the implementation of these cycle network plans was 
constrained until the funding allocations provided by Project Ireland 2040 and therefore deliv-
ery of the plans has been slower than many would have hoped at the time of their publication.

Importantly we now have both the strategic backdrop provided by these cycle network 
plans, which are being integrated into the relevant metropolitan area transport strategies as they 
are being developed in each city, and also a significantly increased funding programme avail-
able to support delivery of schemes in each of the cities. 

Next year significantly increased funding is being made available to support improved ac-
tive travel infrastructure and those increases build on those secured in Budgets 2018 and 2019. 
Funding for the NTA’s two principal active travel related programmes will increase to approxi-
mately €100million, a slight increase on forecasts available immediately after the announce-
ment of Budget 2020, and that funding will support project delivery in all major cities. 

Allocations made available under these funding programmes do not capture all public ex-
penditure dedicated to active travel which also benefits from other funding. This includes fund-
ing provided under BusConnects, the Roads Programmes, the Urban Regeneration and Devel-
opment Fund, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, and the tax incentive available 
under the Cycle-to-Work Scheme.

I believe the approach I have described above, supporting local authorities in the develop-
ment of high-quality cycle network plans in their cities and making funding available to now 
support their delivery, is an approach that can yield positive results and I look forward to the 
delivery of a number of important projects across the country next year and beyond.

12/11/2019WRX02700Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRX02800489. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this 
is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46476/19]

12/11/2019WRX02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I thank the Deputy 
for his question.

As per the guidelines set out by DPER in their Code of Practice, each Department must 
publish disclosure logs quarterly on their Departmental website. DTTAS currently have all the 
previous disclosure logs up-to-date. DTTAS are currently working on the details of Q3 for 2019 
as there are a number of decisions yet to be made from FOI requests received in this quarter. 
Once all data is retrieved, the disclosure log will be uploaded to our website. 

 All disclosure logs can be found at the link below: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/c67965-foi-disclosure-logs-2016/
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12/11/2019WRX03000Road Projects Status

12/11/2019WRX03100490. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of on the proposed M20 Limerick to Cork motorway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [46558/19]

12/11/2019WRX03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

12/11/2019WRX03300Railway Stations

12/11/2019WRX03400491. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of plans by Irish Rail to reinstate the Amiens Street DART entrance to platforms 6 and 7 
at Connolly station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46601/19]

12/11/2019WRX03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the 
company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
ten working days.

12/11/2019WRX03600Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRX03700492. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role 
his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Department will 
incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising 
or communication. [46637/19]

12/11/2019WRX03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department par-
ticipate each year in the Be Winter Ready campaign. The campaign is intended to raise aware-
ness about the challenges that winter can present, to advise the public on how to prepare for 
winter and to provide guidance on where to find information during severe weather events. 

My Department provides information for the public on how to prepare for winter and how 
to find updates on public transport, air and ferry services and road conditions during severe 
weather events. This is provided through a Be Winter Ready page on our website. We work with 
the Office of Emergency Planning to publish this information through their Be Winter Ready 
webpage and Be Winter Ready booklet. We also communicate the importance of the campaign 
though our social media, and through that of our transport agencies and operators. 

No expenditure has been incurred on the campaign or on external consultancy, advertising 
or communication in relation to the campaign.  

12/11/2019WRX03900Railway Stations Car Park Charges
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12/11/2019WRX04000493. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
review the cost of parking at train and bus stations with a view to lower rates for those who are 
using public transport to commute; if he will instruct Irish Rail and Bus Éireann to address this; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46696/19]

12/11/2019WRX04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and Bus Éireann 
and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the companies for direct reply. Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

12/11/2019WRX04200State Bodies Data

12/11/2019WRX04300494. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of positions on each board in respect of agencies, including commercial State agencies, 
under his remit in tabular form; the quorum required for a board meeting; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46705/19]

12/11/2019WRX04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Information regard-
ing State Boards is available on the gov.ie website at the following link DTTAS State Boards 
and quorum information is itemised below in tabular form as requested by the Deputy.

 No. Name of Board Quorum Required
1 Bus Átha Cliath 2
2 Bus Éireann 2
3 Córas Iompair Éireann 3
4 daa plc 2 
5 Dublin Port Company 4
6 Galway Harbour Company 4
7 Iarnród Éireann 2
8 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 4
9 Irish Aviation Authority 4
10 Sport Ireland 5
11 Marine Casualty Investigation Board 3 
12 Medical Bureau of Road Safety 3
13 National Tourism Development Authority   

(Fáilte Ireland)
5

14 National Transport Authority (NTA) 5
15 Port of Cork Company 4
16 Port of Waterford Company 4
17 Road Safety Authority 5
18 Shannon Group Plc 3
19 Shannon Foynes Port Company 4
20 Tourism Ireland 4
Tourism Ireland

It should be noted that Tourism Ireland is a North / South Body accountable to the North 
South Ministerial Council (NSMC) and 6 of the 12 board members are nominated by the Min-
ister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in the South, while the remaining 6 board members are 
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nominated by the relevant Minister in Northern Ireland. 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland.

- In accordance with Section 28 (1)(c) of the Roads Acts 1993-2015 ,”the number of mem-
bers of the Authority shall not be less than ten nor more than fourteen”;

- According to Section 3 (2) of the Third Schedule of the Roads Acts 1993-2015,  “the quo-
rum for a meeting of the Authority shall be three sevenths of the membership of the Authority 
calculated to the nearest whole number.”.

12/11/2019WRX04500Family Resource Centres

12/11/2019WRX04600495. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which the allocated €1.5 million in budget 2020 for the 121 family resource centres will 
be divided; if the amount allocated is in addition to core funding; and if it is planned for certain 
programmes that will be rolled out within the family resource centres. [46078/19]

12/11/2019WRX04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme.

In 2018, €16.5 million was allocated to the Family Resource Centre Programme. In Budget 
2019, I secured an increase of €1.5 million in funding for the FRC Programme, bringing the 
overall financial allocation for the Programme to €18 million this year.

This additional funding is being used to:

- Increase core funding to each of the 110 FRCs which existed pre-2018 by 5%.

- Employ an additional 17 Family Support Workers - one FRC in each of the 17 Tusla geo-
graphical areas will be allocated funding to employ a Family Support Worker.

- Fund the Family Resource Centre Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Promotion Pro-
gramme.

The additional funding secured in Budget 2019 will be retained in 2020, ensuring that fund-
ing for the Family Resource Centre Programme will remain at €18 million for 2020. This fund-
ing will be used to ensure that Family Resource Centres’ budgets are maintained at their current 
levels, as well as resourcing the additional Family Support Workers secured in 2019.

12/11/2019WRX04800Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRX04900496. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number, 
date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46086/19]

12/11/2019WRX05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Post-enactment 
reports relating to two pieces of primary legislation have been carried out by my Department 
(see table) since the passing of Standing Order 164A (Post-enactment report) in June 2016.

The Childcare Support Act 2018 was enacted on 2 July 2018. While all of the provisions 
of the Act have been commenced, a review of the functioning of the Act has not yet been un-
dertaken. In accordance with the section 26 of the Act, the Minister will conduct a review of 
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the operation of the Scheme 12 months after the first payment under the Affordable Childcare 
Scheme (known as the National Childcare Scheme) has been made. 

Act Post enactment report laid be-
fore Houses on

1. Adoption (Amendment) Act 
2017(No.19)

18th July 2018

2. Children First Act 2015 (No. 
36)

25th April 2018

12/11/2019WRX05100National Childcare Scheme

12/11/2019WRX05200497. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
there will be a mechanism for Tusla and public health nurse referrals under the new national 
childcare scheme similar to the community childcare subvention programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46115/19]

12/11/2019WRX05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme includes specific arrangements for vulnerable children and families to be 
referred to the Scheme by certain statutory bodies.  This arrangement (commonly referred to as 
a ‘sponsor referral’) will enable such children to avail of free or additional childcare under the 
Scheme.  The five statutory bodies specified as sponsors in the Childcare Support Act 2018, and 
the specific groups of children who may benefit, are:

- Child and Family Agency (Tusla) - to promote the welfare of children, either where there 
is a child protection concern, or as a form of early intervention or family support;

- HSE - to support child development for children who are below the age for participation 
in ECCE and where there is an identified need for childcare as a developmental support for the 
child;

- Minister for Education and Skills - for teen parents who are still in education or training;

- Minister for Justice and Equality - to enable parents who are programme refugees to par-
ticipate in education, integration and other relevant supports; and

- Local Authorities – to support homeless persons with children who are homeless or mov-
ing out of homelessness to access childcare services.

If a sponsorship referral is made by one of these bodies, the family in question will auto-
matically qualify for a subsidy for the number of hours considered appropriate by the sponsor 
without having to satisfy the scheme’s eligibility, income or enhanced hours requirements.  The 
family will not need to make any co-payment.

The criteria under which children will be referred by each body is contained within the re-
spective agreements, each of which are being finalised at present.  It is anticipated that signed 
agreements will be in place with each of the bodies before the launch of the National Childcare 
Scheme. 

12/11/2019WRX05400National Childcare Scheme

12/11/2019WRX05500498. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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date the new national childcare scheme will open for applications; if the date will be extended 
for new entrants to the community childcare subvention programme past 15 November 2019; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46132/19]

12/11/2019WRX05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme is set to open to applications on November 20th.     

The current targeted childcare subvention schemes will all be replaced by this new scheme 
over time and the dates for the various closures are as follows:-

- CCSP will close to new applications from Friday 15th November 2019. 

- The TEC schemes will close to new applications from 14th February 2020. 

No new applications for these schemes can be made after these dates. 

The extended “savers” provision under Budget 2020 means that children already on CCS 
or TEC before the relevant date will be able to remain on them indefinitely, for example, until 
they no longer require early learning and care or school age childcare, or are no longer eligible 
under the terms of the legacy scheme. Parents using the saver arrangement can, of course, move 
over to the National Childcare Scheme at any point. The Parent Information line (01 9068530) 
can help them understand which scheme will serve them better.

Almost 70,000 families have already registered for the Community Childcare Subvention 
Programme. This figure represents the vast majority of those who would be expected to ap-
ply for this scheme. This reflects the comprehensive communications campaign undertaken 
in recent weeks and the major nationwide training programme delivered to providers between 
March and October this year.

It is important to note that the National Childcare Scheme will increase the number of fami-
lies who can access financial support and will see many families, on existing schemes, qualify 
for a higher level of support if they choose to transfer across.

The Scheme removes many of the restrictive eligibility requirements of the existing pro-
grammes, whereby a parent must be in receipt of certain Social Protection payments or a Medi-
cal Card in order to receive targeted supports. It provides subsidies to lower income and lower 
middle income families who are not in receipt of such benefits and aims to combat the poverty 
traps which may exist within the existing schemes, and to ensure that there is no disincentive to 
entering or remaining in employment. 

12/11/2019WRX05700Family Support Services

12/11/2019WRX05800499. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on the possible sale of land (details supplied) due to the services that are provided from there; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46192/19]

12/11/2019WRX05900500. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
for the services provided on lands (details supplied) in view of the fact the grounds are now for 
sale; her plans to purchase same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46193/19]

12/11/2019WRX06000501. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of a centre (details supplied) in view of the fact that the grounds are for sale; if the centre is 
exempt from the sale; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46194/19]
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12/11/2019WRX06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 499 to 501, inclusive, together.

The Centre located on the site to which the Deputy refers is in receipt of funding from a 
number of public bodies that include the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion and the Health Service Executive (HSE).  Certain services provided by the HSE and Tusla 
are also located on the campus. I understand the lands were advertised for sale in 2018. 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency provides funding of some €1.5 million annually for 
family and community services provided by the Centre located on site. I am aware that Tusla is 
engaged at a senior level with representatives of the property owners and the Centre in question.  

It is important that all of the facts are established before any decisions are made. I will be 
happy to update the Deputy when I have any further information in relation to this engagement.   

Separately, my Department allocates funding of some €200,000 to run a range of Early 
Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) programmes.  I am aware that Cork 
City Childcare Committee and Pobal are currently engaging with relevant people regarding 
these services, and will continue to provide support as and when required. My officials will 
keep me apprised of the situation. 

I know that many people who work for the Centre, or who engage with its services, will be 
anxious to know what the sale of the property means for them. The Centre in question provides 
valuable services to children and families. The cessation of any service for vulnerable children 
and families would not be welcomed by my Department or Tusla.

12/11/2019WRY00400Family Support Services

12/11/2019WRY00500502. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on the future of the parent and infant residential unit at a centre (details supplied) in view 
of the fact that grounds are for sale; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46195/19]

12/11/2019WRY00600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The centre lo-
cated on the site to which the Deputy refers is in receipt of funding from a number of public 
bodies. Tusla, the Child and Family Agency provides funding of some €1.5 million annually 
for family and community services provided by the centre located on site. The parent and infant 
residential unit to which the Deputy refers is supported through this funding.

Tusla is currently engaging directly with the centre and with a representative of the property 
owners. I have asked Tusla to respond to the Deputy directly in relation to the parent and infant 
residential unit.

12/11/2019WRY00700Family Support Services

12/11/2019WRY00800503. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on the future of a project (details supplied) at a centre in view of the fact that the grounds 
are for sale; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46196/19]

12/11/2019WRY00900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Centre lo-
cated on the site to which the Deputy refers is in receipt of funding from a number of public 
bodies. Tusla, the Child and Family Agency provides funding of some €1.5 million annually for 
family and community services provided by the centre located on site. The project to which the 
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Deputy refers is supported through this funding.

Tusla is currently engaging directly with the Centre and with a representative of the prop-
erty owners. I have asked Tusla to respond to the Deputy directly in relation to the future of the 
project in question.

12/11/2019WRY01000Family Support Services

12/11/2019WRY01100504. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on the future of a crèche (details supplied) at a centre in view of the fact that the grounds 
are for sale; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46197/19]

12/11/2019WRY01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Bessbor-
ough Centre in Cork is a not-for-profit organisation that has operated children and family ser-
vices on these premises for many years.  I understand that the site was advertised for sale in 
2018. 

I understand that many people who work for the Bessborough Centre, or who engage with 
its services including the crèche, will be anxious to know what the potential sale of the property 
means for them.

As the Deputy is aware, I have no role in intervening with the sale of private property. How-
ever, I can confirm that the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare programmes 
operated by my Department will continue to be available to the entity which assumes the opera-
tion of the service,  be that a private provider or community organisation, once it has registered 
with the Early Years Inspectorate of Tusla.

Any parents who are concerned that the sale of the service might impact on them should 
contact Cork City Childcare Committee (Cork CCC). Cork CCC may be able to assist them in 
locating alternative childcare places.

12/11/2019WRY01300Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRY01400505. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to her Department in Civil Service 
accommodation outside Dublin city; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46288/19]

12/11/2019WRY01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment’s office space is all located in Dublin city.

12/11/2019WRY01600Early Childhood Care and Education

12/11/2019WRY01700506. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sup-
ports available for the parents of a child who is attending a preschool but does not qualify for 
the ECCE scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46319/19]

12/11/2019WRY01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There are a 
number of financial supports available to certain families in Ireland for early learning and care 
which are in addition to the two year ECCE / free pre-school programme.  

In September 2017 my Department introduced a non-means tested universal subsidy for 
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all children in registered services from 6 months of age up until they become eligible for the 
Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. This amounts to up to €20 a week or 
€1,040 per year for children in full time early learning and care.

My Department also offers targeted  supports under the following programmes:

Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP): 

This programme provides funding support, targeting low income families in community 
childcare services and private childcare services. It is available to families in receipt of  Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payments or who possess a medical card. It 
is available to children from six months to 15 years of age. For example, a parent in receipt of 
One Parent Family Payment with a medical card may receive a maximum of €145 per week per 
child in subsidies towards their early learning and care fees. 

Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) Programmes: 

These programmes provide funding support for parents participating in eligible Education 
and Training Boards /Solas vocational training courses, Community Employment (CE) pro-
grammes, or returning to employment. The maximum subsidy provided is €145 per child per 
week. These subsidies are available to children up to 15 years of age. Specific schemes included 
under TEC are as follows:- 

- After-School Child Care Scheme (ASCC)   - provides subsidies towards afterschool care 
for primary school children for certain categories of working parents and parents on Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection employment programmes (not including 
Community Employment).

- Childcare Education and Training Support  (CETS)   - provides subsidies to certain 
training course participants on courses provided by the Education and Training Boards (ETB, 
formerly FAS and VEC) and Secondary Schools.

- Community Employment Childcare (CEC)   - provides subsidies for early learning 
and care and school age childcare for children of parents who are participating  on Community 
Employment schemes.

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (CCSR): 

This programme provides up to 60 weeks of early learning and care and school age child-
care support on a part-time basis to Programme Refugees to support their resettlement and in-
tegration into Irish society, up to 5 days per week for children aged 0 – 5 years and for primary 
school going children during the school holidays. The parents are not charged a fee.     

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (Transitional) (CCSR(T)): 

As part of the “Rebuilding Ireland – an Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness” the 
DCYA provides access to free early learning and care and school age childcare on a part-time 
and sessional basis for pre-school children (ages 0 – 5) and primary school-going children dur-
ing the school holidays for families experiencing homelessness. In addition, a daily meal is 
provided for each child.  The parents are not charged a fee.

National Childcare Scheme (NCS):

With the exception of the TEC schemes, no new registrations can be made on these pro-
grammes after November 15 as they will  be replaced by the National Childcare Scheme (NCS) 
which is due to open for online applications on 20 November, with subsidies flowing from 25 
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November.  There will be two kinds of subsidy available under the NCS: 

A universal subsidy is payable for children between the ages of 24 weeks and 36 months (or 
until the child qualifies for the Early Childhood Care and Education programme if later) who 
are availing of childcare services from an approved childcare service provider or childminder.  
The universal subsidy is not means-tested and provides 50c per hour towards the cost of a reg-
istered childcare place for up to a maximum of 40 hours per week (maximum €20 per week per 
child, or €1040 per annum).   

An income-related subsidy is payable for children from 24 weeks to 15 years of age who are 
availing of childcare services from an approved childcare service provider or childminder.  The 
level of subsidy payable is determined by the family’s reckonable income (i.e. gross income 
minus tax, PRSI and other deductibles and minus any applicable multiple child discount).   

Many parents availing of current targeted early learning and care and school age childcare 
schemes will be better off under the new NCS and able to access higher levels of subsidisation.  
Many others will qualify for financial support for the first time.  

12/11/2019WRY01900Immigration Policy

12/11/2019WRY02000507. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
work her Department is undertaking with the Department of Justice and Equality on pathways 
to residency for undocumented children; the supports in place for undocumented children in 
care and aftercare; the number in the care of Tusla by county; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46369/19]

12/11/2019WRY02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Minister for Justice and Equality has primary responsibility in the area of 
asylum and immigration. 

Tusla has for a number of years had a dedicated service for separated children seeking 
asylum, who may or may not be undocumented. These children can be referred to Tusla on 
arrival in the country by immigration officers or be brought to Ireland through resettlement 
programmes such as the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). 

Tusla operates an Equity of Care Principle for these children, meaning that they are provided 
with the same standard of care as any other child in the care of the State, with no differentiation 
of standard care provision, care practices, care priorities, standards or protocols. 

As with other children in care, separated children seeking asylum may be placed in foster 
care or residential care. 

Tusla supports children in acquiring documentation so that they can access all entitlements 
and the means of doing so may be different in each case bearing in mind the individual needs 
of the child. These matters are managed locally where possible or referred for legal support as 
required either locally or nationally.

At the end of August 2019 there were 61 children in care under the Social Work Team for 
Separated Children Seeking Asylum.  At the end of June 2019 there were 98 young persons un-
der this team in receipt of aftercare services, each of whom had an allocated Aftercare Worker. 

The International Protection Act 2015 requires Tusla to arrange for the appointment of an 
employee of Tusla or such other person as it may determine to apply for international protection 
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on behalf of a child referred to its care under that Act where it appears to Tusla on the basis of 
information available to it, including legal advice, that such an application should be made. The 
Tusla Social Work Team for Separated Children Seeking Asylum works closely with officials of 
the Department of Justice and Equality and the immigration service in this regard.

12/11/2019WRY02200Child and Family Agency Data

12/11/2019WRY02300508. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of children on Tusla waiting lists in each county; the average wait time in each county; 
the longest wait time in each county; and the social worker per referral figure in each county. 
[46373/19]

12/11/2019WRY02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
asking about an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore 
referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRY02500Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRY02600509. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
disclosures log made by her Department under freedom of information was last updated; if this 
is in line with the disclosure policy of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46462/19]

12/11/2019WRY02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): A revised Free-
dom of information requests log will be placed on the gov.ie website shortly and will be updated 
on a monthly basis. 

12/11/2019WRY02800Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRY02900510. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the role 
her Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure her Department will 
incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and advertising 
or communication. [46623/19]

12/11/2019WRY03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Department 
of Children & Youth Affairs currently have no role in the winter ready campaign. We can con-
firm that no expenditure has been incurred in this campaign. 

12/11/2019WRY03100Town and Village Renewal Scheme

12/11/2019WRY03200511. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of co-funding required for each project under the 2019 town and village renewal 
scheme; the projected source of co-funding as outlined in the application for project funding; 
and the projects that were not approved for funding that applied to the 2019 scheme by county 
in tabular form. [46014/19]

12/11/2019WRY03300512. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of projects approved under the town and village renewal scheme in 2018 and to date 
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in 2019 by county in tabular form; the number of projects that were not approved by county in 
each year; the reason for refusal; and if there is an appeal mechanism in place to appeal refusal 
decisions. [46015/19]

12/11/2019WRY03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 511 and 512 together.

The 2019 Town and Village Renewal Scheme was launched in April of this year. Under the 
2019 Scheme, grant funding of up to 80% of project costs was available; the remaining 20% 
of project costs must be contributed by the Local Authority and/or the community.  As part of 
the application process each Local Authority has confirmed that this match funding is in place 
for all projects; the Department did not request specific details as to the source of the match 
funding.  

There was a strong level of interest in the scheme and 309 applications in total were received 
for available funding of €15 million.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to support all of the 
applicants within the budget available. The selection of projects was by means of a competitive 
process and on 31st October, I announced details of the 156 projects that have been approved 
for funding of €15 million under the 2019 scheme.   

While there is no formal appeals system in place for the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, 
my officials are available to provide feedback to the Local Authorities in respect of any unsuc-
cessful applications.    

The number of approved and unsuccessful applications by county in 2018 and 2019 are 
detailed on Table 1 below.  The reasons why projects were not approved for funding include the 
following reasons:

- the project was not eligible under the terms of the Scheme;

- the project application was withdrawn;

- the project did not score high enough to receive funding, given the budget available.  

 Table 2 includes a list, by county, of all of the 2019 applications that were not successful 
for funding.    

Table 1: Number of approved and unsuccessful applications per county in 2018 an 
2019 

County 2018 Approved 2018 Not Ap-
proved

2019 Approved 2019 Not ap-
proved

Carlow 9 3 4 8
Cavan 7 5 9 3
Clare 4 2 6 6
Cork 10 2 9 5
Donegal 11 1 7 5
Dublin 8 3 3 9
Galway 8 4 7 5
Kerry 6 6 7 5
Kildare 8  0 4 7
Kilkenny 5 2 7 5
Laois 11 1 5 7
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County 2018 Approved 2018 Not Ap-
proved

2019 Approved 2019 Not ap-
proved

Leitrim 9 3 5 7
Limerick 9 3 6 6
Longford 8 4 6 6
Louth 12 0 4 8
Mayo 11 1 9 7
Meath 8 4 6 6
Monaghan 9 2 8 4
Offaly 12 0 5 6
Roscommon 7 2 7 1
Sligo 11 1 6 6
Tipperary 8 4 5 7
Waterford 9 1 5 7
Westmeath 5 7 6 4
Wexford 12  0 5 7
Wicklow 7 5 5 6

Total 224 66 156 153
Table 2: 2019 project applications that were not approved for funding:

Scheme Year County Town or Village
2019 Carlow  Bagenalstown
2019 Carlow  Ballinabrannagh
2019 Carlow  Ballinkillen
2019 Carlow  Ballon
2019 Carlow  Borris
2019 Carlow  Clonegal
2019 Carlow  Myshall
2019 Carlow  Rathvilly
2019 Cavan    Ballyjamesduff
2019 Cavan    Cootehill
2019 Cavan    Stradone
2019 Clare    Kilfenora
2019 Clare    Kilmihil
2019 Clare    Kilrush 
2019 Clare    Scarriff
2019 Clare    Shannon Aviation Museum
2019 Clare    Tuamgraney
2019 Cork Beal na Blath
2019 Cork Crosshaven 
2019 Cork Killeagh
2019 Cork Little Island
2019 Cork Summercove
2019 Donegal  Bundoran
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Scheme Year County Town or Village
2019 Donegal  Carndonagh
2019 Donegal  Downings
2019 Donegal  Rathmullan
2019 Donegal  Rossnakill
2019 Dublin  Balrothery
2019 Dublin  Donabate
2019 Dublin  Garristown
2019 Dublin  Lusk
2019 Dublin  Naul
2019 Dublin  Newcastle
2019 Dublin  Oldtown
2019 Dublin  Rush
2019 Dublin  Skerries
2019 Galway  An Spideal
2019 Galway  Claregalway
2019 Galway  Clonbur /An Fhairche
2019 Galway  Glenamaddy
2019 Galway  Lawrencetown
2019 Kerry    Ballybunion
2019 Kerry    Castleisland
2019 Kerry  Fenit
2019 Kerry    Killorglin
2019 Kerry    Skellig Region
2019 Kildare  Athy
2019 Kildare  Clane 
2019 Kildare  Johnstownbridge
2019 Kildare  Kildare Town 
2019 Kildare  Kilmeague
2019 Kildare  Robertstown
2019 Kildare  Sallins
2019 Kilkenny  Graignamanagh
2019 Kilkenny  Hugginstown
2019 Kilkenny  Kilmacow
2019 Kilkenny  Kilnamanagh
2019 Kilkenny  Stoneyford
2019 Laois    Borris-in-Ossory
2019 Laois    Cullohill
2019 Laois    Donaghmore
2019 Laois    Killeshin
2019 Laois    Mountrath
2019 Laois    Rathdowney
2019 Laois    Timahoe
2019 Leitrim  Ballinamore
2019 Leitrim  Carrick-on-Shannon
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Scheme Year County Town or Village
2019 Leitrim  Dowra
2019 Leitrim  Drumshanbo
2019 Leitrim  Glenfarne
2019 Leitrim  Manorhamilton
2019 Leitrim  Tullaghan
2019 Limerick Bruff/Lough Gur
2019 Limerick Glin
2019 Limerick Kilfinane
2019 Limerick Patrickswell
2019 Limerick Rathkeale
2019 Limerick Templeglantine
2019 Longford  Ballinamuck
2019 Longford  Edgeworthstown
2019 Longford  Granard
2019 Longford  Mullinalaghta
2019 Longford  Newtownforbes
2019 Longford  Stonepark
2019 Louth    Ballapousta
2019 Louth    Baltray
2019 Louth    Carlingford
2019 Louth    Clogherhead
2019 Louth    Dunleer
2019 Louth    Grange
2019 Louth    Gyles Quay
2019 Louth    Stabannon
2019 Mayo    Ballintubber
2019 Mayo    Claremorris
2019 Mayo    Cong
2019 Mayo    Louisburgh
2019 Mayo    Moygownagh
2019 Mayo    Parke
2019 Mayo    Straid Village
2019 Meath    Athboy
2019 Meath    Carlanstown
2019 Meath    Drumconrath
2019 Meath    Dunsany
2019 Meath    Oldcastle
2019 Meath    Slane
2019 Monaghan  Ballinode 
2019 Monaghan  Carrickmacross
2019 Monaghan  Castleblaney
2019 Monaghan  Clones 
2019 Offaly  Ballinamere 
2019 Offaly  Clonbullogue
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Scheme Year County Town or Village
2019 Offaly  Clonygowan
2019 Offaly  Kilmalogue
2019 Offaly  Lusmagh
2019 Offaly  Mucklagh 
2019 Roscommon  Elphin
2019 Sligo Aclare
2019 Sligo Ballisodare
2019 Sligo Carraroe
2019 Sligo Grange
2019 Sligo Rosses Point
2019 Sligo Tubbercurry
2019 Tipperary  Ballynonty
2019 Tipperary  Ballyporeen
2019 Tipperary  Cahir
2019 Tipperary  Carrick-on-Suir 
2019 Tipperary  Fethard
2019 Tipperary  Newport
2019 Tipperary  Tipperary
2019 Waterford Clonea Power
2019 Waterford Dungarvan
2019 Waterford Mellery
2019 Waterford Newtown & Guillamene
2019 Waterford Portlaw
2019 Waterford Tramore
2019 Waterford Villierstown
2019 Westmeath  Ballinea
2019 Westmeath  Castlepollard
2019 Westmeath  Fore
2019 Westmeath  Streamstown
2019 Wexford  Ballycanew
2019 Wexford  Clohamon
2019 Wexford  Crossabeg/Balllymurn
2019 Wexford  Kilmore Village
2019 Wexford  Rathangan
2019 Wexford  Rathnure
2019 Wexford  Riverchapel
2019 Wicklow  Avoca
2019 Wicklow  Barndarrig
2019 Wicklow  Kilcoole
2019 Wicklow  Laragh
2019 Wicklow  Roundwood
2019 Wicklow  Shillelagh

12/11/2019WRY03600Departmental Reports
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12/11/2019WRY03700513. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46098/19]

12/11/2019WRY03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment, which was established in July 2017, has not published any post enactment reports.

12/11/2019WRY03900National Broadband Plan Implementation

12/11/2019WRY04000514. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 573 of 9 April 2019, the status of the over 300 sites that 
have been identified as the first places to receive a connection under the national broadband 
plan. [46207/19]

12/11/2019WRY04100Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Broadband Connection Point (BCP) initiative will see over 300 sites in 
remote and rural areas across the country provided with high-speed broadband as part of the 
National Broadband Plan (NBP).  Locations chosen as BCPs will make connectivity publicly 
available, supporting rural communities and economies.

BCP sites might include, for instance, schools, community centres and tourist sites and ac-
cess to these sites will be allowed in line with each site’s own policies. Owners of the proposed 
sites have been engaging with Local Authority Broadband Officers to discuss access arrange-
ments and levels of service to be delivered to the public.

Officials from the Department of Rural and Community Development are continuing to 
work closely with their colleagues in the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment and with Local Authorities on this initiative. 

12/11/2019WRY04200Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRY04300515. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Department in 
Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46300/19]

12/11/2019WRY04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment occupies offices in two locations, in Trinity Point, Dublin 2 and Government Buildings in 
Ballina, Co. Mayo. 

The office space in the building in Ballina is shared between five Government Departments.  
In Ballina my Department currently has three desks in the space allocated to us which are not 
allocated to individual staff but are used by Department staff from Dublin when they attend the 
Ballina office. My Department is in discussions with OPW to secure additional space.

12/11/2019WRY04500Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRY04600516. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last up-
dated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [46474/19]

12/11/2019WRY04700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The disclo-
sures made by my Department under freedom of information was last updated at end of June 
2019,  which is in line with this Departments disclosure policy to have this information pub-
lished on our website routinely.

12/11/2019WRY04800Rural Regeneration and Development Fund Data

12/11/2019WRY04900517. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the co-funding required for each project further to the recent announcement of successful proj-
ect applicants to be funded under the second call for funding under the rural regeneration and 
development fund by county in tabular form; the projected source of co-funding as outlined in 
the application for project funding; and the projects in each county that were not approved for 
funding that applied to the second call. [46525/19]

12/11/2019WRY05000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund seeks to support ambitious and strategic projects which 
have the potential to transform rural economies and communities. The Government has com-
mitted €1 billion over 10 years to the Fund and €315 million is allocated to the Fund for the 
period 2019-2022. 

Under the published guidelines relating to the Fund it is stated that the Fund will provide up 
to 75% of the total project cost, with at least 25% to be provided in matching contributions by 
the applicants.  A minimum of 10% of matching contributions must be in cash.

Matched funding may be in the form of a combination of wider Exchequer and/or State sec-
tor expenditure, Local Authority investment and/or land, community investment, philanthrop-
ic contributions, private sector investment (where appropriate), or other asset contributions.  
Funds secured from existing Department of Rural and Community Development schemes or 
programmes are not eligible to be used as matched funding.

The second call for Category 1 applications for the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund closed on 6th August 2019. Category 1 projects are projects which have all necessary 
planning and other consents in place and are ready to proceed.  There was an excellent response 
from across the country and my Department received 69 applications for funding. I announced 
the successful projects from the second call on the 6th November 2019.  26 projects were ap-
proved for funding of €62 million to support projects costing €95 million. 

It should be noted that the allocation of funding to successful projects under the Fund is 
only in principle at this time and is subject to the completion of final due diligence, including 
confirmation of matched funding, and oversight of any emerging procurement costs.  In due 
course, successful applicants will enter into a contractual arrangement with the Department to 
deliver as planned. 

Table 1 sets out projects approved under the second call, the total funding allocated, the 
matched funding being supplied and the source of the matched funding.

Table 2 sets out the total number of applications received under the second call, as well as 
the number of successful and unsuccessful applications.

Table 1. Projects approved under the Second Call with details of matched funding.
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocu-
mentation/2019-11-12_pq517-12-11-2019_en.docx  “>Table 1</a>]

Table 2.  Number of Applications under the Second Call per County

County No of Projects Ap-
proved   

No of unsuccessful 
projects   

No of Applications   

Carlow 0 2 2 
Cavan 1 2 3 
Clare 1 5 6 
Cork 2 2 4 
Donegal 2 1 3 
Galway 1 3 4 
Kerry 1 5 6 
Kilkenny 0 3 3 
Laois 0 1 1 
Leitrim 2 0 2 
Limerick 0 5 5 
Longford 1 0 1 
Mayo 3 1 4 
Meath 2 1 3 
Monaghan 1 1 2 
Offaly 1 2 3 
Roscommon 1 1 2 
Sligo 0 1 1 
Tipperary 3 1 4 
Waterford 1 1 2 
Wexford 1 2 3 
Wicklow 1 2 3 
Kildare, Laois   1 0 1 
Donegal, Galway, 
Kerry, Leitrim   

0 1 1 

26 43 69 

12/11/2019WRY05100Rural Regeneration and Development Fund Data

12/11/2019WRY05200518. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of projects approved under the first and second calls for the rural regeneration and 
development fund by county in tabular form; the number of projects not approved by county in 
each year; the main reasons for refusal; and if there is a mechanism in place to appeal refusal 
decisions. [46526/19]

12/11/2019WRY05300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund seeks to support ambitious and strategic projects which 
have the potential to transform rural economies and communities. The Government has com-
mitted €1 billion over 10 years to the Fund and €315 million is allocated to the Fund for the 
period 2019-2022. 

The first call for applications for funding under the Fund was completed in February 2019.  
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280 applications were received for Category 1 (relating to capital projects which are fully plan-
ning and consent compliant and are ready to commence) and Category 2 (projects which require 
development support to become ready for Category 1 status) under the first call and 84 projects 
emerged as successful.  The successful projects under the first call were allocated €86m in sup-
port from the Fund and will deliver a total investment of €117m.

Table 1 sets out the total number of applications under the first call, as well as the number 
of successful and unsuccessful applications.

The second call for Category 1 applications for the Fund closed on the 6th August.  There 
was an excellent response from all across the country, with my Department receiving 69 ap-
plications for funding. 

On November 6th in New Ross. Co. Wexford, I announced the final outcome of the second 
call, identifying details of 26 successful projects.  The successful projects have been allocated 
€62m in support from the Fund and will deliver a total investment of €95m.  

Table 2 sets out the total number of applications received under the second call, as well as 
the number of successful and unsuccessful applications.

The application process for the Fund is competitive in nature and applications undergo com-
prehensive scrutiny involving assessment by my Department overseen by a Project Advisory 
Board, which includes representatives from key Government Departments as well as indepen-
dent experts.  On foot of this process, a report on recommended projects is submitted to me to 
inform my decision in relation to the allocation of funding to successful projects. 

Projects which emerge unsuccessful from this process do so because other projects are 
recommended for funding ahead of them, based on the assessment process detailed above and 
subject to budgetary constraints.  My Department supplies feedback on applications as required 
and will shortly be scheduling a formal feedback session for all interested stakeholders. There 
is no appeal procedure in relation to applications which, as detailed above, are selected on foot 
of an independent, comprehensive and robust assessment process. Unsuccessful applicants may 
apply for future calls. 

Table 1. Number of Applications under the First Call per County, along with number 
of successful and unsuccessful applications.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocu-
mentation/2019-11-12_pq518-12-11-2019_en.docx  “>Table 1</a>]

Table 2.  Number of Applications under the Second Call per County, along with num-
ber of successful and unsuccessful applications

County Number of Success-
ful Applications   

Number of Unsuc-
cessful Projects   

Number of Applica-
tions   

Carlow 0 2 2 
Cavan 1 2 3 
Clare 1 5 6 
Cork 2 2 4 
Donegal 2 1 3 
Galway 1 3 4 
Kerry 1 5 6 
Kilkenny 0 3 3 
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County Number of Success-
ful Applications   

Number of Unsuc-
cessful Projects   

Number of Applica-
tions   

Laois 0 1 1 
Leitrim 2 0 2 
Limerick 0 5 5 
Longford 1 0 1 
Mayo 3 1 4 
Meath 2 1 3 
Monaghan 1 1 2 
Offaly 1 2 3 
Roscommon 1 1 2 
Sligo 0 1 1 
Tipperary 3 1 4 
Waterford 1 1 2 
Wexford 1 2 3 
Wicklow 1 2 3 
Kildare, Laois   1 0 1 
Donegal, Galway,   
Kerry, Leitrim   

0 1 1 

26 43 69 

12/11/2019WRY05400Rural Regeneration and Development Fund Applications

12/11/2019WRY05500519. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when applications under the rural regeneration and development fund will next be approved; 
the number of applications received to date; if an application (details supplied) will be consid-
ered as part of this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46567/19]

12/11/2019WRY05600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, the Government has committed €1 billion to the Rural Regeneration and De-
velopment Fund over a 10 year period to support rural economic development and help build 
strong communities.  The Fund has been allocated €315m over the period 2019 to 2022.

The second call for Category 1 applications for the Fund, relating to capital projects which 
are fully planning and consent compliant and are ready to commence, closed on the 6th August.  
There was an excellent response from all across the country, with my Department receiving 69 
applications for funding.  

On November 6th in New Ross. Co. Wexford, I announced the final outcome of the second 
call, identifying details of 26 successful projects.  The successful projects have been allocated 
€62m in support from the Fund and will deliver a total investment of €95m.  

Since the establishment of the Fund, I have now approved investment from the Fund total-
ling €148 million for 110 projects located across every county in Ireland.  The total value of the 
110 projects approved under the Fund now stands at €212m.

The focus of the second call centred upon rural town and village regeneration and many of 
the successful projects closely reflected this vital objective. I am confident that they will deliver 
a significant impact in rural areas for years to come.
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Unfortunately, the particular application referred to by the Deputy was unsuccessful on this 
occasion.  However, my Department will keep all stakeholders informed of future calls under 
the Fund and, in respect of the now concluded second call for Category 1 applications, will be 
scheduling a formal feedback session to assist applicants to prepare for future calls.  I also ex-
pect that a second call for Category 2 applications - projects which require development support 
to become ready for Category 1 status - will be announced by the end of this year.

12/11/2019WRZ00200Town and Village Renewal Scheme

12/11/2019WRZ00300520. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of applications received under the town and village renewal scheme for 2020; when 
decisions are expected to be made on the matter; if applications (details supplied) will be con-
sidered as part of this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46568/19]

12/11/2019WRZ00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The 2019 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme was launched in April of this year.  There was a strong level 
of interest in the scheme and 309 applications in total were received for available funding of 
€15 million.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to support all of the applicants within the budget avail-
able.  However, on 31st October, I announced details of 156 projects that have been approved 
for funding of €15 million under the 2019 scheme.  

Applications in respect of the areas referred to by the Deputy were received under the 
scheme this year, but were not successful on this occasion.  However, they will have the option 
to revisit their applications and reapply for funding when the 2020 Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme is launched next year.

12/11/2019WRZ00500Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRZ00600521. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his Depart-
ment will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and 
advertising or communication. [46635/19]

12/11/2019WRZ00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is represented on the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning, which is chaired my 
colleague, the Minister of State at the Department of Defence.  In that context, my Department 
is participating in the work of the Task Force in relation to the Be Winter Ready campaign.  My 
Department will use its existing community networks to disseminate the Be Winter Ready mes-
sage and help ensure that communities and individuals are ready for the Winter.

As my Department is not a lead Department for this year’s campaign,  I do not envisage any 
direct expenditure by my Department on the 2019 Be Winter Ready campaign.

12/11/2019WRZ00800CLÁR Programme

12/11/2019WRZ00900522. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to extend CLÁR areas; the likely timescale for analysis of areas seeking to be included 
under the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46650/19]
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12/11/2019WRZ01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of de-population.    

The areas originally selected for inclusion in the programme in 2001 were those which 
suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996.  The Cooley Peninsula was also 
included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in that area by Foot and Mouth disease. 
The average population loss in the original CLÁR areas over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at 
Maynooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average popu-
lation loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002.  The analysis of the Census data was carried out at 
a District Electoral Division (DED) level and all areas designated as being ‘CLÁR’ areas are at 
DED level. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 
2010.  However, I re-launched the programme in the second half of 2016, using as a base-line 
the areas identified in the work carried out by NIRSA in 2006. 

I have initiated a review of the CLÁR programme which will examine CLÁR areas by refer-
ence to the 2016 Census of Population data.  It will also consider whether there are any other 
factors that should be taken into account in designating areas for eligibility under CLÁR in the 
future.  My officials have been in contact with NIRSA to explore the most appropriate means of 
reviewing the CLAR areas based on the most recent Census data. 

I envisage that a wider stakeholder consultation will also take place as part of the review.  
Once completed, the review will help to inform the design of future CLÁR programmes and 
the areas covered.

12/11/2019WRZ01100Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility

12/11/2019WRZ01200523. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the provisions for the self-employed to have access to jobseeker’s benefit will 
be enacted in view of the Social Welfare Act 2019 being signed on 24 October 2019; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46013/19]

12/11/2019WRZ01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
provisions relating to the new scheme of jobseeker’s benefit for the self-employed in the Social 
Welfare Act 2019 have been commenced and the scheme was introduced from 1 November 
2019. The new scheme will support those who lose their self-employment and are covered by 
social insurance.

This new scheme builds on other significant improvements for self-employed people in re-
cent years such as access to invalidity pension and treatment benefits in 2017 and are part of the 
Government’s stated aim of creating a supportive environment for entrepreneurship, including 
providing an income safety net to employees and the self-employed alike.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ01400Pension Provisions

12/11/2019WRZ01500524. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion if a procedure will be established to enable an association (details supplied) make its case 
in view of it being enabled to do so due to the provisions of the Pensions Act 1990; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46028/19]

12/11/2019WRZ01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on issues relating to a particular pension scheme.

Scheme trustees have duties and responsibilities under trust law, under the Pensions 1990, 
as amended, and under other relevant legislation.  The duties of pension scheme trustees include 
administering the scheme in accordance with the law and the terms of the trust deed and scheme 
rules as well as ensuring compliance with the requirements that apply to these schemes.  Trust-
ees must act in the best financial interest of all scheme members, whether active, deferred or 
retired, and must serve all beneficiaries of the scheme impartially. 

Measures were introduced in 2015 to facilitate engagement between the trustees of a pen-
sion scheme and groups representing the interests of pensioner and deferred scheme members.  
Changes to guidance issued by the Pensions Authority require the trustees of a pension scheme 
to notify groups representing the interest of scheme members of proposals to issue a direction 
under section 50 of the Pensions Act to restructure scheme benefits.  This affords the representa-
tive group an opportunity to make a submission to the trustees of a pension scheme in relation to 
proposals to restructure scheme benefits.  These changes facilitate engagement between groups 
representing the interests of pensioner and deferred scheme members and the Pension Authority 
and the trustees of a pension scheme.

Groups representing the interests of pensioners and deferred scheme members have a right 
to appeal a section 50 direction by the Pensions Authority to the High Court on a point of law.

While current legislation does not specifically provide that member trustees must include at 
least one or more members from each scheme membership cohort, namely active, deferred and 
pensioners, it does provide an opportunity for membership from each cohort and such mem-
bers may avail of the opportunity to become scheme trustees or nominate others to act on their 
behalf. 

The Pensions Authority is the regulatory body charged with the supervision of pension 
schemes and has the necessary powers under statute to investigate the conduct of a pension 
scheme should it become aware that a scheme is not in compliance with the provisions of the 
Pensions Act.  Where a pension scheme member is of the view that the scheme is not in com-
pliance with legislative requirements he or she may make a formal complaint to the Pensions 
Authority.

Any questions relating to access to the State’s industrial relations machinery is a matter for 
the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ01700Social Welfare Appeals Delays

12/11/2019WRZ01800525. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a social welfare appeal lodged in July 2019 by a person (details supplied) will be expe-
dited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46064/19]

12/11/2019WRZ01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
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all of the available evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ02000State Pensions Payments

12/11/2019WRZ02100526. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason the pension of a person (details supplied) was reduced; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46071/19]

12/11/2019WRZ02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
An increase for qualified adult (IQA) is a means-tested payment, payable to a State pension 
(contributory) claimants whose spouse, civil partner or cohabitant is being wholly or mainly 
maintained by them, and where that qualified adult’s personal means from any source does not 
exceed a means test income limit.  The person concerned is in receipt of IQA on their spouses 
state pension (contributory).

As part of my Department’s commitment to ensuring that claimants are receiving their full 
and correct entitlements, on-going reviews of means tested payment are carried out.  

Where a qualified adult has weekly means of less than €100, the maximum rate of IQA is 
payable.  Where their weekly means are between €100 and €310, a tapering reduced rate of IQA 
is payable.  If the qualified adult has means of more than €310 per week, this exceeds the means 
limit and there is no entitlement to an IQA payment.

As the qualified adult, the person concerned has been assessed with personal means of 
€234.00 per week derived from the capital value of their savings and shares. This gives an en-
titlement to a reduced weekly IQA payment with their spouse’s State pension (contributory). 
The decision issued on 21 October 2019, and includes a breakdown of the means assessment, 
together with the right to seek a review of or appeal this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ02300Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

12/11/2019WRZ02400527. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her attention has been drawn to a Workplace Relations Commission, WRC, adjudication 
(details supplied); and if she will reply in the context of its impact on discussions within her De-
partment in relation to pension provision for community employment supervisors. [46082/19]

12/11/2019WRZ02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Community Employment Scheme (CE) is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

The programme is delivered through independent Community Employment Sponsoring 
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Bodies.  The contract agreement between the Department and the Community Employment 
Sponsoring Body establishes their role as an independent contractor, responsible for or all pur-
poses and all persons recruited by them.

CE Supervisors have always been employees of Community Employment Sponsoring Bod-
ies which operate in the community and voluntary sector.  The Community Employment Spon-
soring Body receives public funding. 

The Department received the Adjudication Officer’s Decision on Monday 4th November.  It 
is reviewing the Decision at present and is seeking legal advice on it.

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department is engaging with representatives of CE super-
visors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  The details 
of the discussions have remained confidential while the engagement is ongoing and I would ask 
Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to continue free from speculation which 
might prove unhelpful.

12/11/2019WRZ02600Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRZ02700528. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46091/19]

12/11/2019WRZ02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has responsibility for the legislation underpinning the social welfare code, occu-
pational and private pensions, civil registration and gender recognition, redundancy and em-
ployer’s insolvency, employment rights and the Citizens Information Board.

Twenty Acts relating to these matters have been enacted since March 2011, as set out in the 
following table. No post-enactment reports have been published to date.

Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection Acts Passed since March 
2011

Title of Act Date of Enactment
Social Welfare Act 2019 24 October 2019
Civil Registration Act 2019 23 May 2019
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2018 25 December 2018
Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 
2018

24 December 2018

Social Welfare Act 2017 23 December 2017
Social Welfare Act 2016 19 December 2016
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2015 16 December 2015
Gender Recognition Act 2015 22 July 2015
Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 06 May 2015
Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2014 25 December 2014
Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 04 December 2014
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 17 July 2014
Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2013 25 December 2013
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Title of Act Date of Enactment
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2013 09 November 2013
Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 2013

28 June 2013

Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 26 December 2012
Social Welfare Act 2012 21 December 2012
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 01 May 2012
Social Welfare Act 2011 19 December 2011
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 29 June 2011

12/11/2019WRZ02900State Pensions

12/11/2019WRZ03000529. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if information will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46104/19]

12/11/2019WRZ03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
copy of the means assessment based on the information provided by the person concerned 
and used in the calculation of state pension non-contributory entitlement has been issued to the 
person concerned, as requested by the Deputy.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ03200Child Benefit Eligibility

12/11/2019WRZ03300530. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if other supports are available to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [46127/19]

12/11/2019WRZ03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der current legislation, child benefit is paid up to and including the month of a child’s 18th 
birthday provided the child is in full-time education. It ceases at 18 even if the child remains in 
full time education. As the person concerned received payment up to the date of the child’s 18th 
birthday there is no further entitlement to child benefit.

If the person concerned is in receipt of other payment(s) from this Department, it may be 
possible to continue to claim an Increase for a qualified child (IQC) in respect of the child.  If 
this situation applies, they  should contact the relevant section within the Department.   Further 
information can be found at www.welfare.ie.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ03500Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

12/11/2019WRZ03600531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if special arrangements will be made to address the issues in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46158/19]

12/11/2019WRZ03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to the records of my Department no application for an exceptional needs payment has 
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been received from the person concerned.  An application form was issued to the person con-
cerned on the 22/10/19.

I am advised that an Officer of my Department has made contact with the person concerned 
and an appointment was arranged for 8/11/19. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ03800Social Welfare Benefits

12/11/2019WRZ03900532. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the recipients of partial capacity benefit ineligible to avail of the same range of training and 
upskilling supports offered to those in receipt of other social welfare payments; and her plans to 
extend supports to this group in the future. [46169/19]

12/11/2019WRZ04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
My Department provides a range of income supports for persons who are ill or who have a dis-
ability.  Two of these supports are the illness Benefit (IB) and Invalidity Pension (IP) schemes.  
In summary these schemes operate as follows:

1. Illness Benefit is a payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to illness 
and who satisfy certain PRSI contribution conditions.  To qualify for Illness Benefit a person 
must be unable to work due to illness, under the pensionable age and satisfy contribution condi-
tions.

2. Invalidity Pension is a pension paid to people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness.  It is based on a claimant’s social insurance contributions and is not means 
tested.  To qualify for award of Invalidity Pension a claimant must satisfy both PRSI contribu-
tion and medical conditions.

Subject to certain conditions persons in receipt of IB and IP may apply for Partial Capacity 
Benefit (PCB).  IB and IP are the only primary income support payments from which a person 
may request to move to a PCB payment.   

The PCB scheme responds to individual situations where a person in receipt of IB or IP re-
tains some capacity for, and wishes to, undertake some work in the open labour market, while 
also continuing to require income support from the State.  The objective of the scheme is to 
support such persons to return to the workplace without fear of the loss of their income support.  
The level of income support provided where a person moves on to PCB is based on a medical 
assessment of a person’s restriction, regarding their capacity for work.

It is important to note in relation to PCB that:

- participation is voluntary.

- a person who participates on the PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment if, for example, the employment ceases or if the person cannot continue 
to work.

- a person on the PCB scheme, with an underlying entitlement to Invalidity Pension, will 
retain their Free Travel Pass for a period of five years.

- there is no requirement that a person must undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative or 
therapeutic’ nature.
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- there is no restriction on the number of hours worked.

- there is no restriction on earnings.

PCB is not designed to provide income support while a person is undertaking an education 
or training course.  

Courses available through, for example, the springboard initiative are open to persons in 
employment, persons who are unemployed and ‘returners’.   The springboard initiative is deliv-
ered by the HEA (see https://springboardcourses.ie/) with eligibility for the courses determined 
by the HEA and the individual universities and other providers delivering the courses available 
under the initiative.  Persons who are unemployed and in receipt of a related payment, and sub-
ject to some conditionality (for example – a person who is unemployed must be in receipt of a 
payment for nine of the previous 12 months if they wish to participate on the one-year full-time 
ICT Skills Conversion courses), can access all springboard courses.

People in receipt of IB and IP (subject to some conditionality) may be permitted to under-
take/participate on training or educational programmes; however, they must seek prior written 
approval from the Department before commencing any such programme.  In addition, (also 
subject to some conditionality), persons in receipt of IB and IP are eligible for back to educa-
tion allowance.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRZ04100Youth Employment Initiative

12/11/2019WRZ04200533. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be permitted to take up an employ-
ment opportunity under the youth employment support scheme with an employer who uses a 
specialist jobs site to advertise the vacancy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46171/19]

12/11/2019WRZ04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Departments Employer Relations Officer will make direct contact with both the employer and 
the potential YESS participant today to ensure that both the vacancy and the obligations with 
participation in YESS by the candidate are fulfilled.

I trust that this clarifies the position.

12/11/2019WRZ04400Employment Support Services

12/11/2019WRZ04500534. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will report on the future of the employment support services at a centre (details 
supplied) in view of the fact that the grounds are for sale; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46199/19]

12/11/2019WRZ04600535. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to the fact that lands (details supplied) in County Cork 
are now for sale; her alternative plans for the community employment and job initiative schemes 
that are provided there; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46201/19]

12/11/2019WRZ04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 534 and 535 together.

Bessborough Community Employment, (CE), and Bessborough Job Initiative, (JI) have 
been in-situ and supporting the Bessborough Centre over the past 35 years and 29 years respec-
tively.  Currently, there are 23 Community Employment participants, 9 Job Initiative partici-
pants and 2 Supervisors employed by the Bessborough Community Employment Scheme and 
the Bessborough Job Initiative located at the Bessborough Centre. 

The CE scheme and the Jobs Initiative provide services to the Bessborough Centre which 
include:   maintenance of buildings, grounds and facilities; the provision of parenting assis-
tance in the Residential Parent and Infant Unit;  the provision of early years practitioners in the 
Centre’s Childcare facility; and the provision of significant administrative support to the entire 
Centre’s campus and services. 

The Jobs Initiative scheme, who have been involved in the services since 1991, provides 
full-time support in security, janitorial services, office management and administration to the 
Centre. Furthermore, the Bessborough Centre JI scheme also provides administrative support to 
other community groups located away from the Centre.  These include Foroige, Enable Ireland 
and two Community Associations.

DEASP funds both the CE scheme and JI scheme annually with a budget in excess of 
€552,000.00 to the Bessborough Centre that covers Wages, Materials and Training costs as-
sociated with both of these schemes.  This equates to a substantial investment over the past 35 
years in support of the infrastructure and services at the Bessborough Centre.  Other Govern-
ment funding for services is provided through TUSLA, Cork Education and Training Board, 
the HSE and Pobal. 

Local DEASP management are currently working closely with the Bessborough Centre CE 
and JI scheme sponsors to ensure continuity of CE and JI funding and ongoing delivery of the 
associated services.

12/11/2019WRZ04900Insolvency Payments Scheme Payments

12/11/2019WRZ05000536. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the Supreme Court decision regarding EU member states having a mecha-
nism allowing the court to determine that a state of insolvency arises permitting employee 
claims to be met from the social insurance fund without making a winding-up order; when 
payments will commence from the social insurance fund in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46204/19]

12/11/2019WRZ05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of the insolvency payments scheme is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitle-
ments due to employees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  The scheme operates 
under the Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984, which derives from EU 
Directive 2008/94.   Payments are made from the Social Insurance Fund.

The Protection of Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984 provides for a scheme to 
employees of companies that are in a formal wind-up procedure such as liquidation or receiver-
ship, or situations where the employer has died and the estate is insolvent, or an employer has 
been declared bankrupt.  

The legislation does not provide for situations where an employer ceases to trade with-
out engaging in any formal wind-up process. In such cases, referred to as ‘informal insol-
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vency’, former employees may have monies owed to them without having a legal mechanism 
to claim same from the Social Insurance Fund.

In December 2018, the Supreme Court found that Ireland must provide a mechanism through 
which a competent authority can determine that a state of insolvency arises, without requiring 
a formal wind-up process, and that monies due to the employee can be claimed by them from 
the Social Insurance Fund. 

The judgment and its ramifications are complex.  Consideration must be given to:-

- how the definition of insolvency for the purposes of the Protection of Employees (Employ-
ers’ Insolvency) Act 1984 can be extended to include situations of informal insolvency  and 
what are the implications and consequences for company law.  To date the two statutory re-
gimes - employers’ insolvency on one hand and company law on the other - have been aligned.

- The determination of insolvency and by whom this determination will be made in the ab-
sence of a formal wind-up process.  This will be essential in situations of informal insolvency.

- Safeguarding the Social Insurance Fund from potential abuse.

Officials in my Department are working with the Office of the Attorney General and exter-
nal counsel in addressing the issues involved.  Consultation with other relevant Government 
Departments and Offices is also underway.

12/11/2019WRZ05200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

12/11/2019WRZ05300537. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the date she expects talks to conclude with community employment supervisors regarding 
pension entitlements and the implementation of the 2008 Labour Court recommendation; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46216/19]

12/11/2019WRZ05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
As the Deputy will be aware, I have been in recent discussions with representatives of CE super-
visors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  The details 
of the discussions have remained confidential while the engagement is ongoing and I would ask 
Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to continue free from speculation.

In order to keep discussions open until a solution is found, it is difficult to specify a defini-
tive date by which these discussions will conclude.  However, it will take a number of weeks 
to complete.

12/11/2019WRZ05500Labour Activation Measures

12/11/2019WRZ05600538. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons sanctioned for non-compliance and non-engagement in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46217/19]

12/11/2019WRZ05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Penalty rates were introduced in 2011 as a means of encouraging jobseekers to engage with 
activation measures and to co-operate with efforts of the Department to assist them in securing 
employment.  The Department is committed, under Pathways to Work, to incentivise the take-
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up of activation opportunities, and this includes implementing sanctions for failure to engage 
where appropriate.

The legislation underpinning the application of penalty rates is provided for in the Social 
Welfare Act.  Penalty rates can only be applied in specific circumstances and the decision to 
impose a penalty can only be made by a Deciding Officer of the Department. If dissatisfied with 
that decision it is open to the Jobseeker to appeal the decision to the Social Welfare Appeal’s 
Office. 

The following table includes individuals who may have had a Penalty Rate applied in more 
than one year.

Details of the numbers of people who were subject to penalty rates each year since their 
introduction in 2011 and up to 6th  October 2019.  

Year Penalty 
Rates ap-
plied

 2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019

No of Peo-
ple Penalty 
rated

 353  1,471  3,179  4,969  6,115  9,565  13,503  12,380  9141

12/11/2019WRZ05800JobPath Data

12/11/2019WRZ05900539. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons referred to JobPath since its commencement and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46218/19]

12/11/2019WRZ06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary purpose of JobPath is to provide a case management based employment advice and 
counselling service to long-term unemployed jobseekers. The service was launched in 2015 on 
a ‘rolling basis’ with referral numbers gradually increasing over time. 

Between July 2015 and October 2019, some 244,219 jobseekers had commenced their en-
gagement period with the JobPath service - see table 1.  Of this number, 52% were unemployed 
for over three years.  This group, in particular, faces significant barriers when seeking to enter 
or return to paid employment. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Table 1: Jobseekers referred to JobPath by year

Year  Jobseekers
2015  6,591
2016  65,461
2017  74,871
2018  60,833
2019 to date  36,463
Total  244,219

12/11/2019WRAA00200Community Employment Schemes Data

12/11/2019WRAA00300540. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion the number of persons participating in a community employment programme; the number 
aged 55 years and over participating in such programmes in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [46219/19]

12/11/2019WRAA00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports catering for long-term unemployed job-
seekers and those most distant from the labour market to secure and sustain full-time paid em-
ployment.  The table below shows the number of participants currently engaged on Community 
Employment schemes and the number of those that are aged over 55.

No.
Total Number of Participants on CE 21,189
Total Number of Participants over 55 years 
of age on CE

  9,010

12/11/2019WRAA00500State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

12/11/2019WRAA00600541. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) will be approved for payment of the maximum rate 
of State pension (contributory) based on the person’s contribution record, the years spent out 
of employment raising a family and the care given to both parents from 2008 to 2017; if a re-
view of the person’s circumstances will be undertaken; and if a free travel pass will be issued. 
[46250/19]

12/11/2019WRAA00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned applied for State pension contributory on 28 June 2019. It was decided that 
they were entitled to a reduced rate of €211.40 which equates to 85% of pension. They were 
informed on 15 October 2019 that it was financially more beneficial for them to remain as a 
qualified adult on their spouses state pension (contributory). This payment will increase to 
€222.50 following their 66th birthday.

The person’s pension entitlement was also examined under the Total Contributions Ap-
proach, launched in January 2018, which provides for HomeCaring Periods for time spent out 
of the workforce for caring duties. The person concerned has a total of 550 reckonable paid 
contributions, which combined with the maximum permissible number of 1,040 combined 
HomeCaring periods and reckonable credits, results in a rate of 76.44% of the maximum rate 
of pension.   

It is therefore financially more beneficial for the person concerned to continue to claim the 
increase for a qualified adult on their spouse’s state pension (contributory). 

Notification of the award of the Free Travel Pass issued to the person concerned on 22 Oc-
tober 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

12/11/2019WRAA00900542. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46259/19]
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12/11/2019WRAA01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 16 July 2019. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 16 October 2019.

Once all of the information is received the application will be dealt with without delay and 
the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA01100Working Family Payment Applications

12/11/2019WRAA01200543. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made on an application for the working family payment by a per-
son (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46264/19]

12/11/2019WRAA01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work weekly payment which provides additional 
income support to employees on low earnings with children, relative to family size.

A new application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 04 September 2019. 

That application was referred to a local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarifica-
tion on 11 September 2019. The relevant SWI has been requested to prioritise this case.

On receipt of the completed SWI report, their WFP application will be processed without 
delay and the person concerned will be notified of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRAA01400Social Welfare Overpayments

12/11/2019WRAA01500544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the value of illness benefit overpayments in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46272/19]

12/11/2019WRAA01600547. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number and value of illness benefit overpayments recouped in each of the years 2010 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[46282/19]

12/11/2019WRAA01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 544 and 547 together.

My officials are compiling the information requested by the Deputy and it will be sent di-
rectly to him in the coming days.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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12/11/2019WRAA01800Working Family Payment Applications

12/11/2019WRAA01900545. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46273/19]

12/11/2019WRAA02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children, relative to family size.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 07 October 2019.

They have been awarded WFP for 52 weeks with effect from 12 September 2019 to 09 
September 2020. The first weekly payment and all arrears owing will issue to their nominated 
financial account on 08 November 2019.

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 06 November 2019 and of the right 
of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRAA02100State Pension (Non-Contributory) Eligibility

12/11/2019WRAA02200546. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) is entitled to social welfare payments. [46274/19]

12/11/2019WRAA02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is in receipt of state pension (contributory) at 85.34% of the maximum rate 
based on their social insurance record, together with half-rate carers allowance and the house-
hold benefits package.

It is open to the person concerned to apply for the State pension (non-contributory) and/or 
an increase for qualified adult on their spouse’s state pension (contributory) instead of the state 
pension (contributory). The increase for a qualified adult is a means-tested payment, based on 
the means of the qualified adult themselves whereas the state pension (non-contributory) is a 
means tested payment based on the means of both members of the couple.

If the person concerned is eligible for these payments, they will be advised of the rates 
payable and the payment that is financially more beneficial to them. It will be open to them to 
decide which payment they wish to claim.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 547 answered with Question No. 544.

12/11/2019WRAA02500Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRAA02600548. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to her Depart-
ment in Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46293/19]

12/11/2019WRAA02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
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understand that the Deputy is seeking information in relation to available desk spaces in my 
Department’s headquarter buildings outside Dublin city. 

It is common practice for desks to become vacant temporarily due to staff turnover or struc-
tural changes in the Department. At present there are approximately 80 vacant desk spaces  
available across four headquarter buildings. However it would be expected that these will be 
required over time as accommodation for seasonal and temporary projects and for the staff re-
quired to administer new schemes or revised service delivery models. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA02800State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

12/11/2019WRAA02900549. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) has entitlement to have the award of the maximum rate of con-
tributory pension backdated to the date the person qualified at the reduced rate; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46309/19]

12/11/2019WRAA03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned applied for state pension (contributory) on 17 May 2017, and was awarded 
a reduced rate pension from 29 July 2017, their 66th birthday, based on their social insurance 
record as held by my Department at that time. 

Their pension entitlement was reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach, launched 
in January 2018, which provides for the award of HomeCaring Periods, for time spent out of 
the workforce for caring duties.  While they had a pension entitlement under this approach, it 
was at a lower rate than their existing payment.  They were notified in writing of this decision 
on 11 June 2019.

On 26 July 2019 an application was received by my Department’s Scope Section for con-
sideration of a retrospective partnership between the person concerned and their spouse.  It 
was decided that they had been engaged in self-employment during the tax years 1988 to 2000 
inclusive, from 2003 to 2009 inclusive and 2011.  The self-employment liabilities outstanding 
for these periods were paid by 11 October 2019 and their social insurance record was updated 
accordingly.   

Social welfare legislation provides that a self-employed contributor shall not be regarded 
as satisfying the qualifying conditions for state pension (contributory) unless and until all out-
standing self-employment contributions have been paid.  The pension entitlement of the person 
concerned was reviewed on the basis of their revised contribution record.  They were awarded 
the maximum rate of state pension (contributory) with effect from 11 October 2019, the date 
their self-employed liabilities were discharged.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA03100Carer’s Benefit Eligibility

12/11/2019WRAA03200550. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the entitlement to carer’s benefit of a person who is working five mornings per week and 
is essentially in part-time employment; if the full carer’s benefit is payable; if it is a pro rata 
carer’s benefit payable; the number of years carer’s benefit can be paid; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46350/19]
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12/11/2019WRAA03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for 
a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people. 

To qualify the carer must satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they 
are providing full-time care and attention and must show that the care recipient requires full-
time care and attention.

A person on carer’s benefit can engage in employment, self-employment, training or educa-
tion courses outside the home for up to 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the 
satisfaction of a deciding officer that adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in 
their absence.  The maximum amount an applicant can earn from employment/self-employment 
is €332.50 per week net of statutory deductions. As part of Budget 2020, the number of hours a 
carer can work will increase from 15 to 18.5 hours per week with effect from 6 January 2020.

A person can engage in employment for 5 mornings a week and qualify for carer’s benefit 
provided the above conditions are satisfied. 

Carer’s benefit is not a pro-rata payment.  The maximum duration of the Carer’s Benefit 
scheme is 2 years (104 weeks).

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRAA03400Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

12/11/2019WRAA03500551. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when the hours a person can work up to of 18.5 hours per week and claim carer’s allowance 
and-or benefit will be implemented; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46351/19]

12/11/2019WRAA03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
Budget 2020, I announced that recipients of Carer’s payments would be allowed to increase the 
number of hours they can work, study or attend a training course, outside the home, from 15 to 
18.5 hours per week.  Those in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and the Carer’s 
Support Grant can avail of this change.  

This change will come into effect week beginning Monday 6 January 2020.

Over 1,200 additional family carers are expected to qualify for payment as a result of this 
change at an estimated cost of €11.6 million.  Also, any carer currently working less than 18.5 
hours per week can avail of the additional hours.

I prioritised this measure in response to the carers I have met who have told me that they 
found the current number of 15 hours to be too restrictive.  An increase to 18.5 hours will ac-
commodate increased participation by carers in work or training to strengthen their connection 
with the labour force, while also serving the additional purpose of reducing the social alienation 
experienced by many carers.  

I hope this clarifies the issue for the deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA03700Carer’s Benefit Eligibility



Questions - Written Answers

254

12/11/2019WRAA03800552. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if carer’s benefit can be paid to a parent whose son or daughter reaches 16 years of age and 
will receive a disability payment in his or her own right having previously been on the domicili-
ary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46352/19]

12/11/2019WRAA03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment which can be made, subject to certain qualifying 
conditions to a person who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who 
has such a disability that they require that level of care. 

Once a carer is in receipt of Domiciliary care allowance at the commencement of their car-
er’s leave, there is no requirement to complete the medical report attached to the carers benefit 
application.  However, if the child is aged 16 or over at the commencement of leave the carer 
will need to have the medical report completed for the person(s) receiving care by his/her doc-
tor.  It should be completed, signed and stamped by the doctor.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

12/11/2019WRAA04000Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRAA04100553. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when the disclosures log made by her Department under freedom of information was last 
updated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46467/19]

12/11/2019WRAA04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department processes a large number of Freedom of Information (FOI) requests annually, with 
2,443 and 2,510 requests received in 2017 and 2018 respectively.  

The FOI Code of Practice states that disclosure logs in relation to non-personal requests 
should be published on a regular basis. 

The last publication of a disclosure log by the Department was in respect of FOI requests 
received in 2016.  

I am advised that the Department has completed the 2017 disclosure log and will be pub-
lished shortly.   I am also advised that the Department intends publishing the 2018 disclosure 
log before the end of the year.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

12/11/2019WRAA04300Disability Allowance Appeals

12/11/2019WRAA04400554. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the details of the first payment of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied) will be 
provided; the arrears due; and when arrears due will issue to the person. [46503/19]

12/11/2019WRAA04500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this lady has been awarded dis-
ability allowance (DA) with effect from 6 March 2019. The first payment will be made by her 
chosen payment method on 27 November 2019. 
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Arrears of payment due, will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA04600Disability Allowance Applications

12/11/2019WRAA04700555. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. 
[46511/19]

12/11/2019WRAA04800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 8 October 2019.  

On 5 November 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt of 
this information a decision will be made on her DA application and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA04900Invalidity Pension Applications

12/11/2019WRAA05000556. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will see an increase on the invalidity 
pension for an adult dependant. [46513/19]

12/11/2019WRAA05100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): A deciding officer from invalidity pensions has been in contact 
with the lady in question regarding her application for an increase for a qualified adult (IQA).  
Her application will be processed as quickly as possible and she will be notified directly of the 
decision. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA05200Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRAA05300557. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the role her Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure her 
Department will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy 
and advertising or communication. [46628/19]

12/11/2019WRAA05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Winter Ready campaign was jointly launched on 6 November by the Minister with responsi-
bility for Defence and Chairman of the Government Taskforce, Paul Kehoe TD, Minister for 
Business Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, Shane Ross TD and Minister with special responsibility for Housing and Urban De-
velopment, Damien English TD.  

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is represented at meetings 
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held by the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning on winter-preparedness issues and 
has an important supporting role to play in the winter ready campaign 2019 – 2020. 

The Department has measures in place which ensure that, should a weather related emer-
gency arise during the winter months, it will provide the necessary assistance through its Com-
munity Welfare Service by way of its Exceptional Needs and Urgent Needs Payments.

In addition, the Department can activate the Humanitarian Assistance Scheme in the im-
mediate aftermath of flooding and severe weather events to support householders whose homes 
have been damaged by flooding and who are not in a position to meet costs for essential needs, 
household items and in some instances structural repair. The scheme is income tested and assis-
tance is not provided for losses which are covered by insurance or for commercial and business 
losses.

The Department publishes all Winter Ready messages and updates on its website. When 
necessary, it uses social media (Twitter and Instagram) to publish urgent messages in the event 
of an emergency.  It has not been necessary to engage external consultancy or advertising for 
the current season to date.  The Department will monitor the need and make decisions in this 
regard as necessary.

12/11/2019WRAA05500Child Benefit Payments

12/11/2019WRAA05600558. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if matters in the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46666/19]

12/11/2019WRAA05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child benefit is generally paid to customers who meet the qualifying conditions and submit 
the appropriate application form.  In a case where a parent in receipt of child benefit dies, it is 
necessary for the other parent or a guardian to complete a claim form so that a new claim with 
new payment authorisation details, etc. can be set up and processed.

Given the circumstances of the case at hand, and the fact that the person concerned has al-
ready provided a signed declaration and information from a school, the child benefit payment 
is now being transferred into his name.  Payment will issue to him, starting with the December 
2019 pay date. Any arrears due will also be paid at an early date.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRAA05800JobPath Data

12/11/2019WRAA05900559. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her Department communicated to a JobPath provider to cease using an online CV 
builder system that was hosted on a server unencrypted outside of the State; if the Data Protec-
tion Commission is investigating this matter; if she imposed a sanction on the service provider; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46693/19]

12/11/2019WRAA06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department’s contracts with the JobPath providers are in compliance with all relevant legisla-
tion and any information shared is contractually-based and necessary to provide an employment 
service. All contracts in place are governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of 
Ireland. 
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JobPath providers are contractually required to register with the Office of the Data Protec-
tion Commissioner as data processors and are legally bound to observe and adhere to data 
protection requirements.

Both contractors have undertaken regular independent audits of their data processes and 
procedures as part of these contractual obligations.  In addition, the Office of the Data Protec-
tion Commissioner has conducted audits of each JobPath contractor. Employees of both con-
tractors, and their subcontractors, are subject to the same data protection laws as Departmental 
staff. 

Abintegro is a software package that is a job-seeking aid which has various tools and fea-
tures, including a library of video tutorials, a CV builder, a cover letter building tool and advice 
on completing job applications. It is used by a wide range of universities, media broadcasters 
and companies (including several based in Ireland) and has been made available by Seetec to 
jobseekers, who are engaged with the JobPath service as a support for them in obtaining em-
ployment.

When a jobseeker registers with Seetec they are given access to a pre-populated Abintegro 
account. It is then up to the individual jobseeker to activate this account and once activated they 
will receive access to the range of services including a job alert system. The jobseekers use of 
the service is at their discretion and they can opt out of using this service at any time.

If a client chooses to create a CV this is then saved to their own personal email address and 
not on the Abintegro platform.  Only the following data which is encrypted, is stored on the 
Abintegro platform, the client’s name, email address, client ID number and separately the en-
crypted password. There is no unencrypted data stored outside of Ireland.

I am advised that in late 2017 an issue was raised concerning specifically the CV Builder 
element of the Abintegro software package and where relevant CV data was stored. Seetec were 
requested to remove the capacity to store CVs on the Abintegro platform and this functionality 
was replaced with CVs being stored on the jobseeker’s personal email. Therefore, there was no 
impediment for Seetec in continuing to offer this tool to jobseekers on an optional basis.   

I am not aware of any investigation being carried out by the Data Protection Commissioner 
in relation to this matter.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRBB00200Fuel Allowance Applications

12/11/2019WRBB00300560. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a fuel allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46697/19]

12/11/2019WRBB00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Fuel 
allowance is a means tested payment, payable to people who either live alone or only with cer-
tain qualified persons.  The seasonal allowance currently runs from October to April and can be 
paid weekly or in two lump sums, the first in October and the second in January. 

The person concerned has been in receipt of fuel allowance with effect from 12 October 
2012, paid on a weekly basis during the fuel season.  In September 2019, the person applied 
to have the payment method changed to the lump sums option and the first of these payments 
issued on 4 October 2019.  The second and final payment for the current fuel season is due to 
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be paid in January 2020.  

The person concerned has been notified that their requested change of payment arrangement 
has been implemented.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRBB00500Household Benefits Scheme

12/11/2019WRBB00600561. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a household benefits package application by a person (details supplied). [46698/19]

12/11/2019WRBB00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for the Household Benefits Package was received from the person concerned on 23 
August 2019.  This application was subsequently withdrawn as the person concerned has been 
in receipt of the Household Benefit Package since 2011.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

12/11/2019WRBB00800Building Regulations

12/11/2019WRBB00900562. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to assist persons with disabilities in wheelchairs to ensure there is a minimum 
standard for toilets to be 2 m wide by 2 m long for wheelchairs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [46326/19]

12/11/2019WRBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Building Regulations set out the legal requirements in Ireland 
for the construction of new buildings (including houses), extensions to existing buildings as 
well as for material alterations and certain material changes of use to existing buildings. The 
related Technical Guidance Documents (Parts A - M respectively) provide technical guidance 
on how to comply with the regulations in practical terms.  Where works are carried out in ac-
cordance with the relevant technical guidance, such works are considered to be, prima facie, in 
compliance with the relevant regulation(s). Technical Guidance Documents are free to view/
download on my Department’s website at the link below: - https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/
building-standards/tgd-part-d-materials-and-workmanship/Technical-guidance-documents.

In this context, the Building Regulations (Part M Amendment) Regulations 2010, which 
came into effect on 1 January 2012, set out the minimum statutory requirements that a building 
must achieve in respect of access. The accompanying Technical Guidance Document M – Ac-
cess and Use (2010) provides guidance on how to comply the requirements.  

 The requirements of Part M aim to ensure that regardless of age, size or disability:

- new buildings other than dwellings are accessible and usable;

- extensions to existing buildings other than dwellings are, where practicable, accessible and 
useable;

- material alterations to existing buildings other than dwellings increase the accessibility 
and usability of existing buildings, where practicable;

- certain changes of use to existing buildings other than dwellings increase the accessibility 
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and usability of existing buildings where practicable; and

- new dwellings are visitable.

The objective in the case of the provision of sanitary facilities in buildings other than dwell-
ings is to provide independently accessible facilities that meet the needs of people with a wide 
range of abilities. Technical Guidance Document M gives detailed guidance on both the provi-
sion and the design of sanitary facilities. Buildings (other than dwellings), with a net floor area 
per floor greater than 200 m2 must provide a wheelchair accessible unisex WC with minimum 
turning space of 1800 mm x 1800 mm. The general WC room size to accommodate this turning 
space would be in the order of 1800 mm (min) x 2500 mm (min). 

 Part M of the Building Regulations aims to foster an inclusive approach to the design and 
construction of the built environment. While the Part M requirements may be regarded as a 
statutory minimum level of provision, the accompanying technical guidance encourages build-
ing owners and designers to have regard to the design philosophy of universal design and to 
consider making additional provisions where practicable and appropriate.

Guidance on how to design, build and manage buildings and spaces so that they can be read-
ily accessed and used by everyone, regardless of age, size, ability or disability  is available in 
‘Building for Everyone, A Universal Design Approach’, a National Disability Authority (NDA) 
publication, which may be accessed at www.nda.ie.

The Building Regulations, including Part M requirements, are subject to ongoing review in 
the interests of safety and the well-being of persons in the built environment and to ensure that 
due regard is taken of changes in construction techniques, technological progress and innova-
tion.

12/11/2019WRBB01100Seanad Reform

12/11/2019WRBB01200563. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the progress made in respect of the reform of Seanad Éireann, specifically extending the fran-
chise to graduates of each university. [46492/19]

12/11/2019WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for a Partnership Government includes an ob-
jective to pursue the implementation of the Manning Report, formally known as the Report of 
the Working Group on Seanad Reform. That report makes recommendations to restructure and 
reform the Seanad, including implementation of the 1979 amendment of the constitution to 
extend the university franchise at Seanad elections to graduates of other institutions of higher 
education in the State.

In April 2018, the Taoiseach established an Implementation Group on Seanad Reform 
(SRIG)  to consider the Manning report and to develop specific proposals to legislate for Se-
anad Reform.  The Group comprised Members of the Oireachtas with the assistance of outside 
experts, as appropriate. The Group’s report, together with a draft Bill, was published in Decem-
ber 2018.

The SRIG Report contains recommendations in relation to electoral reform, including the 
extension of the university franchise at Seanad elections to graduates of other institutions of 
higher education in the State.  The Report also contains recommendations relating to non-
statutory reforms to the way the Seanad conducts its business.  The Report was noted by Gov-
ernment at its meeting on 30 April 2019. Government also noted that the Report includes four 
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statements from various groups outlining where their position was not in line with recommen-
dations of the Report.

The Government will reflect on the views of the Oireachtas in considering the next steps to 
be taken following statements in both Houses of the Oireachtas. Statements on the Report of 
the SRIG were held in the Seanad on 24 September 2019 and in the Dáil on 7 November 2019.

12/11/2019WRBB01400Planning Guidelines

12/11/2019WRBB01500564. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the progress of the working group established to review sustainable rural 
housing guidelines following the Flemish decree; if the reports prepared by it will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46714/19]

12/11/2019WRBB01600579. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of work of the working group he set up following the Flemish decree case; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [46372/19]

12/11/2019WRBB01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 564 and 579 together.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission regarding revisions to the 
2005 Rural Housing Guidelines and subject to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by 
the working group, I will be in a position to finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions 
to the 2005 Guidelines that take account of the relevant European Court of Justice judgment.

12/11/2019WRBB01800Planning Guidelines

12/11/2019WRBB01900565. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on the requirement for allotments to be provided with new housing de-
velopments being incorporated into the planning system here in view of the community interest 
in same and the benefits in terms of sustainability and self-sufficiency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46019/19]

12/11/2019WRBB02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Policy objectives in relation to the provision of allotments are already incorporated into the 
Irish planning system.  Part I of the First Schedule to the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended, (the Act) sets out purposes for which objectives may be indicated in a Develop-
ment Plan.  

This part of the Act specifically provides for “Reserving land for use and cultivation as allot-
ments and regulating, promoting, facilitating or controlling the provision of land for that use”.  

It is matter for local elected members of City and County Councils, in determining their 
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Development Plans to decide whether to reserve land in accordance with Part 1 of the First 
Schedule to the Act.

City and County Development Plans must provide a strategic framework for the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the administrative area of the local authority and must 
be consistent with longer term planning and sustainable development aims, including those in 
the National Planning Framework (NPF).  

This means that City and County Plans must carefully balance key principles such as secur-
ing compact and sustainable urban growth, which means reusing previously developed ‘brown-
field’ land, building up infill sites and either reusing or redeveloping existing sites and build-
ings, in well serviced urban locations with also providing for amenities and the promotion of 
healthy communities and lifestyle choices, which may be facilitated by the provision of allot-
ments, at some locations.

12/11/2019WRBB02100Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRBB02200566. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46095/19]

12/11/2019WRBB02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No. 278 of 10 October 2019 which sets out the position in this 
matter. 

12/11/2019WRBB02400Local Authority Housing Data

12/11/2019WRBB02500567. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of houses built and completed by Mayo County Council in each of the years 
2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [46105/19]

12/11/2019WRBB02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the number of social homes delivered in each local authority area, including by Mayo 
County Council, are available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/housing-statistics. The most recent report sets out the position 
to the end of Quarter 2 of 2019.  Details relating to delivery in Quarter 3 of 2019 will be pub-
lished, as soon as they are validated.

12/11/2019WRBB02700Local Authority Housing Data

12/11/2019WRBB02800568. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of housing units in County Mayo in the planning process; and when these 
units are expected to be completed. [46106/19]

12/11/2019WRBB02900569. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of housing developments and housing units going through the planning 
process in County Mayo. [46107/19]

12/11/2019WRBB03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 568 and 569 together.

My Department does not collate planning statistics regarding the number of housing units in 
the planning process in individual counties in Ireland.  However, planning authorities compile 
planning statistics annually for collation and publication on my Department’s website https://
www.housing.gov.ie/planning/statistics/planning-statistics-1.

The statistics published relate to the total number of applications and decisions for all de-
velopments that require planning permission, broken down by year and planning authority but 
not by development type.  Such information may be sought directly from the relevant planning 
authority.

In addition, the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical office, compiles 
and makes available detailed data on a number of housing related issues including permissions 
granted and completions by development type and county.  Data is available at the following 
link on the CSO website: https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/planningpermissions/.

With regard to the completion of housing units, it is the responsibility of the applicant who 
has been granted planning permission to complete the development within the approved period 
or the permission will expire.

12/11/2019WRBB03200Vacant Properties Data

12/11/2019WRBB03300570. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of vacant housing units in County Mayo. [46108/19]

12/11/2019WRBB03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department and local authorities have been proactive in dealing with vacant properties and all 
local authorities, including Mayo County Council have prepared Vacant Homes Action Plans. 
In addition, there are a number of schemes available to incentivise reactivating appropriate 
dwellings into the liveable housing stock.

In order to more accurately determine the levels of long-term, vacant but recoverable dwell-
ings that can be re-introduced into the liveable housing stock, my Department, in conjunction 
with the Housing Agency, the CSO and the local government sector, developed a survey meth-
odology in relation to locating vacant housing and a pilot field-based survey was undertaken 
across six local authorities (Cork City Council, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, 
Limerick City and County Council, Mayo County Council, Meath County Council, Waterford 
City and County Council.)

Having visually inspected some 1,065 properties in their administrative area, Mayo County 
Council identified 61 dwellings as being vacant following two visual inspections over the six 
month period of the survey. This equates to a vacancy rate of 5.2%, which is in line with what 
could be expected to allow “churn” in a normal housing market. 

The areas targeted in Mayo as part of the pilot were both urban (e.g. Castlebar/Ballina) and 
rural (Bellavary/Ballinrobe), giving a better picture of vacancy throughout the County. Of the 
properties identified through the pilot survey, the Council has identified ownership in relation to 
18 properties. A further 15 properties were not registered on the Property Registration Author-
ity’s Land Direct online service and further investigation is ongoing.  Mayo County Council is 
continuing the process of contacting identified owners to discuss the various options available.

Mayo County Council has also developed the website vacanthomes.ie, on behalf of the lo-
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cal government sector to serve as a central portal for individuals to anonymously log possible 
vacant homes so that local authorities can follow up with the registered owners. The website 
has proved a useful tool in aiding local authorities identify potentially vacant homes, and latest 
statistics indicate that some 3,100 properties have been registered on vacanthomes.ie to date.

12/11/2019WRBB03500Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

12/11/2019WRBB03600571. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons on the social housing waiting list in County Mayo; and the length 
of time they have been waiting in tabular form. [46109/19]

12/11/2019WRBB03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).  Since 2016, 
the Summary process has been carried out on an annual basis. 

Below is the link to the summary report for 2018 which includes breakdowns by each local 
authority across a range of categories. Details on the length of time spent on the record of quali-
fied households (waiting lists) can be found at tables 2.8 and A1.8 of the report. 

It should be noted that the SSHA is a point in time exercise and does not necessarily reflect 
the dynamic nature of entry to and exit from the list.

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_housing_as-
sessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf. 

My Department is currently finalising the 2019 summary with the Housing Agency and I 
expect to be in a position to publish the full detailed report shortly.

12/11/2019WRBB03800Housing Assistance Payment Data

12/11/2019WRBB03900572. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons receiving HAP in County Mayo; and the number of persons that 
received HAP in County Mayo in each year since 2014. [46110/19]

12/11/2019WRBB04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is 
available to all eligible households throughout the State. At the end of Quarter 2 2019, there 
were over 48,000 households having their housing needs met through HAP.  

HAP commenced in County Mayo on 16 November 2015.  At the end of Q2 2019, the total 
number of active HAP tenancies in Mayo County Council was 1,201. It should be noted that 
this number is net of exits from the scheme over the period.

Details of the number of new households supported by HAP each year since its introduction 
in County Mayo are set out in the table below:

Year New Households Supported
2015  18
2016  412
2017  512
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Year New Households Supported
2018  439
Q2 2019  168

12/11/2019WRBB04100Home Loan Scheme

12/11/2019WRBB04200573. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons in County Mayo that applied for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan; 
the number of successful applicants; and the amount received by applicants under the scheme. 
[46111/19]

12/11/2019WRBB04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to 
the authorities to approve or refuse applications. Housing Agency recommendations are then 
considered by the Credit Committee in each local authority, which issues loan approvals.

I asked the Agency to compile figures on the numbers of valid applications that it has as-
sessed and recommended for approval for Mayo County Council since the scheme begun.  From 
1 February 2018 to the end of October 2019, the Housing Agency assessed 82 applications.  Of 
these, it recommended 32 for approval.

My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  Local authority approval means that 
an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount).  Information for Quarters 1 and 2 2019, including in relation to the number 
and value of mortgage drawdowns, is available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-
authority-loan-activity.

12/11/2019WRBB04400Emergency Accommodation Data

12/11/2019WRBB04500574. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons presenting as homeless in County Mayo in each of the past five 
years since 2014. [46112/19]

12/11/2019WRBB04600575. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount spent by Mayo County Council on emergency accommodation in each year 
since 2014. [46113/19]

12/11/2019WRBB04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 574 and 575 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency 
accommodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.

My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards these costs.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must 
provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Housing authorities may 
also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding arrange-
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ments with my Department.  Therefore, the exact spend by housing authorities on homeless 
services, as well as the types of accommodation, are a matter for individual housing authorities 
in consultation with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homeless Consulta-
tive Forum. 

County Mayo is included in the West region for the purposes of homeless administration, 
along with Galway and Roscommon. Financial reports from each of the homeless regions, set-
ting out expenditure on homeless services, including emergency accommodation, are published 
on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/home-
lessness/other/homelessness-data. The table below sets out regional expenditure for the West 
region as contained in their End of Year financial reports for the years 2016 to 2018.

West regional expenditure

Year €
2016 €2,661,009
2017 €3,763,587
2018 €5,888,769
My Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based 

on data provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & 
Support System (PASS) and captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency 
accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.   These monthly reports 
are published on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

The most recently published report, in respect of September 2019, shows that there were a 
total of 33 adults in emergency accommodation in County Mayo.  Data on numbers presenting 
as homeless are not collated in my Department. 

The table below sets out the numbers of adults  in emergency accommodation in County 
Mayo from June 2014 to September 2019, the most recent month for which data is available. 

Month No. of Adults Month  No. of Adults Month No. of Adults 
Jun 2014 2 Apr 2016 4 Jan 2018 10
Jul 2014 3 May 2016 4 Feb 2018 16
Aug 2014 4 Jun 2016 7 Mar 2018 21
Sep 2014 4 Jul 2016 6 Apr 2018 24
Oct 2014 2 Aug 2016 8 May 2018 27
Nov 2014 2 Sep 2016 12 Jun 2018 25
Dec 2014 1 Oct 2016 11 Jul 2018 26
Jan 2015 2 Nov 2016 11 Aug 2018 23
Feb 2015 2 Dec 2016 12 Sep 2018 23
Mar 2015 2 Jan 2017 12 Oct 2018 29
Apr 2015 2 Feb 2017 9 Nov 2018 30
May 2015 3 Mar 2017 6 Dec 2018 39
Jun 2015 7 Apr 2017 8 Jan 2019 39
Jul 2015 6 May 2017 8 Feb 2019 32
Aug 2015 4 Jun 2017 12 Mar 2019 32
Sep 2015 7 Jul 2017 10 Apr 2019 31
Oct 2015 5 Aug 2017 9 May 2019 34
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Month No. of Adults Month  No. of Adults Month No. of Adults 
Nov 2015 8 Sep 2017 11 Jun 2019 36
Dec 2015 4 Oct 2017 12 Jul 2019 40
Jan 2016 5 Nov 2017 8 Aug 2019 33
Feb 2016 5 Dec 2017 8 Sep 2019 33

12/11/2019WRBB04900Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRBB05000576. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to his Depart-
ment in Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [46297/19]

12/11/2019WRBB05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The civil service accommodation facilities allocated to my Department outside of Dublin are 
situated at office locations in Wexford, Ballina and Cork. In addition, Met Eireann, a division of 
my Department, has weather stations located throughout the country. 

My Department is the lead tenant at Government Offices, Ballina and Carricklawn, Wexford 
with responsibility for coordinating engagement with the Office of Public Works (OPW) in re-
spect of the day to day management of accommodation in these buildings, where a number of 
Government Departments are located.  It should be noted that accommodation allocations are 
not fixed in each location and can change due to changing Government priorities and transfers 
of functions.

Currently, there are 19 desks available to my Department in Wexford and 11 in Ballina. My 
Department also has a small number of staff in Cork, where the accommodation is managed 
directly by the OPW and there are currently five desks available there. In addition, Met Eireann 
has one spare desk at its Belmullet Weather Station and three in its Malin Head weather station.

Given the significant business priorities to be met by my Department, these levels are likely 
to reduce in the future as additional resources are deployed to deliver key priorities as part of 
ongoing work force planning.  

12/11/2019WRBB05200Housing Estates

12/11/2019WRBB05300577. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the progress to date that has taken place regarding the taking-in-charge of housing 
developments with stand-alone treatment plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[46323/19]

12/11/2019WRBB05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
July this year my Department launched the multi-annual Developer Provided Water Services 
Infrastructure Resolution Programme. Bids were sought from local authorities around the coun-
try for funding under the Programme. The  development of such a multi-annual funding pro-
gramme was a key recommendation of the report on the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative 
that was published by my Department in December 2018. 

The programme will enable the progressive resolution, on a priority basis, of substandard 
Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure  - commonly called DPI  much of which was 
installed in housing estates during the building boom of the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. These 
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privately owned and temporary facilities provide mostly wastewater treatment with a small 
number providing drinking water.

In a survey conducted by my Department in late 2015, it was estimated that just over 900 
housing estates around the country depended on Developer Provided Infrastructure for their 
water services. However, in a workshop recently organised by my Department to inform local 
authorities of the new Resolution Programme it is now estimated that around 513 housing es-
tates depend on such infrastructure.

In April 2016, my Department launched the National Taking in Charge Initiative. This was 
in recognition of the financial commitment that residents made in buying their homes, and the 
importance of ensuring that roads, open spaces, car parks, and service connections are com-
pleted and maintained to a satisfactory standard.

The purpose of the Initiative was to trial or demonstrate new approaches and working meth-
ods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local action on the process for taking-in-
charge of housing estates - including those with Developer Provided Infrastructure.

The collaborative experience gained by the key stakeholders in implementing the Taking-
in-Charge Initiative has now informed the new Resolution Programme. The objective of the 
Programme is to resolve this sub-standard component of our water services infrastructure in 
a sustainable manner, and ultimately to support residential estates being taking in charge. The 
National Development Plan published in February 2018, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 to support the Programme.

The closing date for bids under the programme was 18 September 2019. A total number of 
19 local authorities with Developer Provided Infrastructure in estates in their areas made ap-
plications under the programme for support. 

My Department is currently completing a preliminary evaluation and clarification process 
on the bids received with the local authorities. The intention is to shortly set up an Expert Panel 
to  independently evaluate the bids and recommend suitable projects for funding. This evalua-
tion will take place over the coming months. Membership of the Panel will include Departmen-
tal, stakeholder and independent representation in the Chair.

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to me on the suitability of projects for fund-
ing under the programme based on the criteria set out in the Framework document issued to 
local authorities when requesting proposals. 

The Panel will report to my Department when their examination of the bids is concluded. I 
expect to be in a position to make an announcement in early 2020 on approvals and allocations 
once that process is concluded and has been considered.

12/11/2019WRBB05500Local Authority Housing Rents

12/11/2019WRBB05600578. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if social welfare payments received by a tenant, such as carer’s allowance, can be assessed 
as income for differential rents by a local authority (details supplied); if a national framework 
exists that governs local authorities to ensure consistency in this respect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46362/19]

12/11/2019WRBB05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings is laid down in section 
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58 of the Housing Act 1966.  The making or amending of such schemes is an executive function 
and is subject to broad principles set out by my Department, including that rent levels should be 
based on income and reflect tenants’ ability to pay.

Each local authority has its own separate differential rent scheme or schemes in operation.  
As rent is calculated using each local authority’s own formula, the schemes do vary in a num-
ber of ways from each other.  This is particularly the case when it comes to what may or may 
not be considered as reckonable/ assessable income for rent purposes. Each local authority lists 
sources of income which they consider assessable for rent purposes and these can and do differ 
across the country at present.  

Section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, provides for the introduc-
tion of a national rents framework for social housing tenants. Considerable work has been car-
ried out by my Department in developing a draft of such a framework, which has as its main aim 
the harmonisation of local authority rents whilst retaining the general principle of rents related 
to household income.  

In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the disparate systems 
of differential rent for social housing in place across local authorities has been carried out.  The 
overall objective is to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable and prioritise those 
on lowest incomes.  The issue of what constitutes income for rent purposes is being examined 
as part of this review.

I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social housing reform measures to Govern-
ment in the near future and the relevant recommendations made in the review will be pro-
gressed as part of this package. I expect to be in a position to publish the completed review, as 
part of this broader process.

  Question No. 579 answered with Question No. 564.

12/11/2019WRCC00200Vacant Properties

12/11/2019WRCC00300580. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the impact of delays in probate in releasing vacant homes to the housing market has 
been assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46399/19]

12/11/2019WRCC00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): All 
local authorities have vacant home officers to co-ordinate local actions to address vacancy and 
also to undertake local vacancy surveys in order to identify - through their Vacant Homes Ac-
tion Plans - priority “vacancy hot-spot areas” and properties that can be quickly brought back 
into residential use. 

Local authorities continue to undertake vacancy assessment exercises (drilling into avail-
able vacancy data), and carrying out or co-ordinating visual inspections / assessment of residen-
tial properties in their administrative area, with a view to identifying possible vacant recover-
able homes.

Local authorities are primarily interested in identifying potentially long-term (in excess of 
six months) vacant homes that are located in areas of high housing demand, and where owner-
ship of such properties can be identified, the local authority attempts to engage with the owners 
on the options available to assist in bringing those properties back into use for in the liveable 
housing stock. 
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The cohort of long-term vacant homes that would be of most interest to local authorities 
in respect of their possible reactivation would include those where the reason for vacancy is 
identified as, inter-alia, the owner has emigrated, is in hospital/nursing home, or the property is 
subject to probate (including possible legal disputes over title). 

Probate is a legal process and can be both complex and lengthy, however, local authorities 
continue to monitor potentially long-term properties in their functional areas, irrespective of the 
reason for vacancy, with a view to engaging with owners when the opportunity arises.

12/11/2019WRCC00500Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

12/11/2019WRCC00600581. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the financial commitment to the North Quays (details supplied); the funding model for 
same; when Waterford City and County Council will receive the balance of the €104.5 million 
requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46408/19]

12/11/2019WRCC00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is a flagship element of Project Ire-
land 2040.  Under the stewardship of my Department, the Fund was established to support more 
compact and sustainable development, through the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s 
five cities and other large towns, in line with the objectives of the National Planning Framework 
and NDP.  This is to enable a greater proportion of residential and mixed-use development to be 
delivered within the existing built-up footprints of our cities and towns and to ensure that more 
parts of our urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live 
and work, as well as to invest and to visit.

€58 million is available to meet the funding requirements of approved URDF supported 
projects in 2019, and there is an Exchequer commitment of €550 million for the Fund to support 
these and other similar projects up to the end of 2022. The URDF has an allocation of €2 billion 
in the National Development Plan (NDP) to 2027.

As part of the first call for proposals under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund 
(URDF) Waterford City and County Council submitted a bid for exchequer grant funding in 
respect of a major multifaceted project for the North Quays, Waterford, an area that the Govern-
ment has designated a Strategic Development Zone.

It is intended that the largely transport focussed infrastructural works involved will open up 
the North Quays site, make it more accessible, and ultimately support the achievement of the 
broader objectives of the SDZ planning scheme.

On 26 November 2018, I announced initial URDF support of €100m for a total of 88 proj-
ects across the country, including €6m of initial support for the Waterford North Quays Project.  
Furthermore, in June this year I agreed to ring-fence URDF support of €30m in respect of the 
advancement of the overall North Quays Project, pending further clarification of the project 
detail.  

This is a very important, complex, and high value project in a strategic development zone, 
and so it is critical that very careful consideration is given to its planning and development, 
and also in order to establish the correct combination of supports required to facilitate its suc-
cessful advancement and completion.  At this stage the project composition, costs, sequencing, 
and requisite supports must be further clarified so that the appropriate level of ‘whole project’ 
URDF support can be established.
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While the advancement of the North Quays Project is, in the first instance, a matter for Wa-
terford City and County Council my Department is continuing to engage with the local author-
ity to assist further progress on the development of this important project.

12/11/2019WRCC00800Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRCC00900582. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the disclosures log made by his Department under freedom of information was last 
updated; if this is in line with the disclosure policy of his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [46471/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the Code of Practice for Freedom of Information for Public Bodies and the Freedom 
of Information Model Publication Scheme, my Department publishes disclosure logs in relation 
to non-personal requests, on a quarterly basis.  The most recent logs were published in October 
2019 for the period July to September 2019.  

The logs for my Department can found on its website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/search/
sub-type/foi-log.

12/11/2019WRCC01100Water and Sewerage Schemes

12/11/2019WRCC01200583. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on the development of a regional sewage treatment plant at Clonshaugh, 
County Dublin, proposed in the Greater Dublin Drainage project on behalf of his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [46521/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.

In addition, under Section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), as 
Minister, I am precluded from exercising power or control in relation to any particular case with 
which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

12/11/2019WRCC01325Housing Provision

12/11/2019WRCC01350584. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the meetings he or his officials have had with Dublin City Council management or coun-
cillors since 7 October 2019 regarding a development (details supplied); and the additional 
funding requested and-or granted beyond the initial €10 million allocation from the serviced 
sites fund to assist an approved housing body acquire 30% of the units from a company for cost 
rental accommodation.  [46540/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01375Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have not met with Councillors or management from Dublin City Council to discuss the delivery 
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of this much needed housing on the O’Devaney Gardens site since the date referred to by the 
Deputy.  I can confirm that, a number of weeks previously, I did make myself available to meet 
with a delegation of Councillors in relation to this development.  This offer was not taken up. 
I was therefore surprised by an announcement by a number of Councillors, acting under the 
name of the ‘Dublin Agreement Group’, concerning a suggested purchase of private units from 
the developer for what was termed ‘affordable rental’ housing.  My Department did not receive 
a request for funding in connection with this announcement.  I have written to the Lord Mayor 
on this matter.

My Department has regular and ongoing engagement with Dublin City Council officials 
in relation to housing delivery. This would include being advised that the Council had voted 
to support a proposal by the DCC Executive to develop its lands in O’Devaney Gardens by a 
majority of 39 votes to 18 on 4 November. My Department understands that the advice of the 
Council executive to the Council members at the meeting was that an exhaustive process had 
been undertaken over the last number of years and the delivery model proposed by the Council, 
which was the original model agreed by the previous Council, was considered the most effec-
tive way to develop the site both in terms of mixed tenure and from a financial perspective.  This 
is what was voted upon and passed.

768 homes will be developed under the agreement in question on a tenure mix 50% private, 
30% social and 20% affordable. It is anticipated that my Department will fund, in full, the de-
velopment of the 247 social homes on the site. My Department is also funding another 56 social 
homes, which are currently under construction, as part of an associated development. Sepa-
rately, subject to the conditions of the scheme, approval in principle had already been confirmed 
for Serviced Sites Funding from the Department to support the delivery of the more affordable 
homes on this site.  This grant funding is associated with the 165 more affordable homes for 
purchase that will be delivered on site at significantly below open market rates.  These 1, 2 and 
3 bedroomed homes will be made available to purchasers at an average price of €300,000 and 
in no circumstances will they cost more than €310,000.

12/11/2019WRCC01400Planning Issues

12/11/2019WRCC01500585. Deputy Jim Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if 
subdivision of a dwelling house requires a planning application in circumstances (details sup-
plied); and if so, if one or two non-principal private residence, NPPR, returns for such a prop-
erty should be made. [46545/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended, provides the legislative basis for the 
Non-Principal Private Residence (NPPR) Charge. The NPPR Charge  applied in the years 2009 
to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not reside as their normal place of 
residence.  The NPPR charge was based on self-declaration and therefore the onus is on the 
property owner themselves to register their property and make the payment.   

Section 2(1) of the Act provides that a building that is situated in the State and that is occu-
pied, or suitable for occupation, as a separate dwelling comes within the meaning of “residential 
property” for the purposes of the NPPR charge. My Department issued guidelines to assist local 
authorities in the implementation of the charge.

The 2009 Act places the charge under the care and management of the local authorities 
and the application of the charge in particular circumstances is a matter for the relevant local 
authority.
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My role as Minister, in relation to the planning system, is mainly to provide and update the 
legislative framework and policy guidance. The legislative framework comprises the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended, (the Act) and the Planning and Development Regula-
tions 2001, as amended. 

A person may establish whether or not planning permission is required for a particular de-
velopment proposal by seeking a declaration from their local planning authority under Section 
5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

Under section 30 of the Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or con-
trol in relation to any particular case, including an enforcement issue, with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

12/11/2019WRCC01625Housing Provision

12/11/2019WRCC01650586. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will provide correspondence in respect of two local authorities on a matter (details 
supplied). [46599/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01675Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
delivery of housing, whether it be social, affordable or the advancement of mixed use housing 
developments, is a key priority for both Cork City and Cork County Council. My Department is 
committed to working and supporting both these local authorities to deliver such homes across 
the County.  Indeed, my Department engages on a very regular basis on all matters relating to 
housing delivery, including project approval and funding applications.

To support delivery in the County, a Cork Social Housing Task Force has been estab-
lished and is chaired by a former Secretary General of my Department. The Taskforce com-
prises representatives from both local authorities, the Housing Agency, the Approved Housing 
Body sector, as well as the Assistant Secretary leading the Housing Delivery Division of my 
Department. The objective of this Task Force is to identify any barriers that there are to delivery 
in the County and to accelerate and increase delivery across Cork.

In relation to the Deputy’s request for extensive records and correspondence on all matters 
relating to every social, affordable and mixed use housing development, it should be noted that 
such records are, generally, provided under the various legislative provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Acts. I trust the Deputy will appreciate that the information sought is not readily 
available and its compilation would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work.

I am, however, attaching documents below, which provide details of the Cork City and Cork 
County social housing targets under Rebuilding Ireland, including progress made against these 
targets. Also provided are links to the most recent published quarterly Social Housing Construc-
tion Status Report - which details all social housing new build projects in the build pipeline 
in Cork; links to published targets and also to the statistics page on my Department’s website 
which is updated quarterly to reflect delivery against target by local authority.

In relation to funding, I can confirm that to date in 2019, a total of €142 million has been 
provided to Cork City and Cork County for the delivery of housing programmes. Both local 
authorities have been advised that the social housing targets set for them are minimum targets 
and that funding is in place to support both Councils to exceed those targets.

I should say if there is a specific project that the Deputy has an interest in, my Department 
will be more than happy to provide that information directly to him.
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Links to Social Housing Targets 2018-2021 and specific Social Housing Targets 2019:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-delivery-tar-
gets-for-local-authorities-2018-2021/.

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

Link to quarterly statistical outputs for social housing by local authority which shows 
delivery against target:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

Link to most recent Social Housing Construction Status Report which outlines all so-
cial housing new build activity under Rebuilding Ireland in Cork City and County:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q2-2019-2/.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-11-12_pq586-1-12-11-19_en.pdf”>Cork County</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-11-12_pq-586-2-12-11-19_en.pdf”>Cork City</a>]

12/11/2019WRCC01700Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRCC01800587. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the role his Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure his 
Department will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy 
and advertising or communication. [46632/19]

12/11/2019WRCC01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department supports the “Be Winter ready” initiative as Lead Government Department 
for emergency scenarios involving severe weather and flooding. In this regard, the National Di-
rectorate for Fire and Emergency Management (NDFEM) and Met Éireann provide leadership 
in terms of forecasting and response.  

The NDFEM has a Crisis Management Team in place that works closely with Met Éireann 
to monitor weather and to provide early warning of weather events to the relevant agencies to 
enable a state of preparedness. 

Met Éireann has a critical role in issuing weather forecasts and warnings for Ireland. Weath-
er advisories and weather warnings are very important communication tools and it is imperative 
that people are informed about what they mean and the action that should be taken on foot of 
such warnings. A key emphasis of this year’s “Be Winter Ready” campaign is around further 
enhancing awareness around the colour-coded weather warnings. Met Éireann developed a 
brochure for this year’s “Be Winter Ready” campaign highlighting the colour coded warnings 
and what each means. 

In terms of the response, my Department works closely with local authorities to ensure that 
they are ready for the winter season ahead. In particular, in terms of housing and homeless-
ness the Cold Weather Initiative involves the provision of additional beds to ensure that there 
is adequate capacity to cope with additional demand due to colder temperatures. The Initiative 
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also involves extended opening hours for facilities that do not normally operate on a 24-hour 
basis and additional outreach activity to encourage rough sleepers to avail of accommodation.

Rough sleeping is mainly concentrated in the urban regions and significant work has been 
carried out under Rebuilding Ireland to increase the availability of emergency accommodation.  
In December 2015, the number of emergency beds for single people in Dublin was 1,500.  By 
December 2018, this had increased to over 2,300.  My Department is working with the Dublin 
Region Homeless Executive to deliver 300 additional emergency beds this winter, with 150 
beds already in place and the majority of the 300 beds to be in place before Christmas.  A further 
50 contingency beds are available to ensure that there will be sufficient beds available for all 
that require shelter. Specific measures are being put in place throughout all the regions.

My Department incurred no consultancy, advertising or other costs on the “Be Winter 
Ready” initiative.

12/11/2019WRCC02000Departmental Reports

12/11/2019WRCC02100588. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [46088/19]

12/11/2019WRCC02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my response to Parliamentary Question No 282 of 10th October last and wish 
to confirm that the position is unchanged from that time.  For the Deputy’s convenience, the 
relevant details in respect of the six Acts brought forward by my Department that been signed 
into law since 2011, are again set out in the following table.  

Name of Act Date Act signed into law 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012 24 July 2012
Acht na Gaeltachta 2012 25 July 2012
National Cultural Institutions (National 
Concert Hall) Act 2015

10 December 2015

National Archives (Amendment) Act 2018* 14 July 2018
Heritage Act 2018 18 July 2018
Irish Film Board (Amendment) Act 2018 24th December 2018
*Act has not yet been commenced

The position in relation to post-enactment reports undertaken by my Department in respect 
of these Acts is set out below.

The purpose of the National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 2015 was to 
place the National Concert Hall on a statutory footing and provide for appropriate reporting and 
accounting to the Minister and onwards to the Oireachtas, while not impinging on curatorial in-
dependence.  A post enactment report in respect of this legislation was lodged in the Oireachtas 
library on Monday 15 July 2019.

The Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012, extended arrangements set out in the Wildlife (Amend-
ment) Act 2010 regarding provisions that deemed all holders of valid firearm certificates issued 
for shotguns between August 1st 2009 and July 31st 2012 to be the holders of a hunting licence 
under the Wildlife Acts for the purposes of hunting game bird and hare species.  Given that the 
practical effect of this change was considered minimal, it has not been considered necessary to 
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undertake a post enactment report.

An tAcht na Gaeltachta 2012 provided for the introduction of a language planning process, 
primarily in Gaeltacht areas, as set out in the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 
and for changes in the size and method of appointment of members to the board of Údarás na 
Gaeltachta. As the full impact of both of these provisions will only become fully evident over 
the course of an extended period the appropriate timing for the undertaking of a Post Enactment 
Report of this Act remains under consideration.

The conduct of post enactment reports in respect of the National Archives (Amendment) 
Act 2018, the Heritage Act 2018, and the Irish Film Board (Amendment) Act 2018, all of which 
were enacted in 2018,  will also be considered in due course.

12/11/2019WRCC02300Wildlife Conservation

12/11/2019WRCC02400589. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding the regulation to ban lead shot; the proposed regulation and changes or 
amendments she is considering with regard to same; the date the regulations are to be enforced; 
and if she will provide additional information in this regard. [46159/19]

12/11/2019WRCC02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In 2003 
Ireland signed up to the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Water-
birds (AEWA) which commits Ireland to phasing out the use of lead shot for hunting in wet-
lands. This is to combat the slow accumulation of lead from shot in wetlands where hunting 
occurs.  The lead is harmful in the environment and can also be consumed by wildfowl.  

Additionally, the European Commission has published a draft Regulation on the use of lead 
shot in wetlands, which, should it progress into law, will necessitate a move to alternatives to 
lead shot. The majority of Member States already have some restrictions on the use of lead shot 
over wetlands.

My Department is aware that any change to the regulations around the use of lead in gunshot 
could provide a range of difficulties to transition to new guns/gunshot for many gun owners in 
Ireland, including farmers and hunters, as many gun owners could have to make alternative ar-
rangements, in many cases to purchase new guns.  

My Department and the other relevant Government Departments are fully committed to 
ensuring that this matter is addressed in consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including 
farmer and hunters, and that all potential impacts are fully considered. This process of consulta-
tion is continuing. All proposals will be comprehensively evaluated, including extended lead-in 
times.

12/11/2019WRCC02600Built Heritage Investment Scheme

12/11/2019WRCC02700590. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to the fact that owners of buildings with thatched roofs receive 
quotes of approximately €20,000 in respect of rethatching; her plans to introduce grant funding 
to facilitate the replacement of thatched roofs for those not in a position to fund same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [46210/19]

12/11/2019WRCC02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment operates two schemes to assist in the conservation of our built heritage which may in-
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clude thatched structures. These schemes are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and 
the Historic Structures Fund (HSF). While the primary responsibility to care for and maintain a 
protected structure rests with the owner, these schemes invest essential capital in our valuable 
built heritage and help the owners and custodians of historic structures in every local authority 
area across the country to safeguard their properties into the future for the benefit of communi-
ties and the public.The BHIS is a scheme for the repair and conservation of protected structures 
– in public and private ownership - on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is 
designed to leverage private capital for investment in small-scale conservation projects and 
to support the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. I allocated 
funding of €2.5m for the BHIS in 2019. The HSF is for larger conservation works to such 
protected structures. I allocated €1.824m for the HSF in 2019. Both schemes are administered 
through the local authorities.

I will shortly be announcing details of the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2020 and 
the Historic Structures Fund 2020. Details of the schemes, including the amounts allocated to 
each local authority, will be published on my Department’s website and on each local authority 
website.  

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of our built heritage, which may include grants for thatching. The announce-
ment of any proposed grant schemes can be found on their website at www.heritagecouncil.ie.

While my Department does not run a funding scheme specifically for thatched structures, 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government administers a grant scheme for 
the renewal or repair of thatched roofs of owner-occupied houses. Full details are available 
from their website at www.housing.gov.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/thatching-grant/
thatching-grants.

12/11/2019WRCC02900Departmental Offices

12/11/2019WRCC03000591. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of vacant desk spaces available in accommodation allocated to her Department in 
Civil Service accommodation outside Dublin city; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [46290/19]

12/11/2019WRCC03100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will be aware staff of my Department are located in offices throughout the country in-
cluding  Na Forbacha, Killarney, Wexford and Ballina as well as the various regional locations 
operated by the National Parks and Wildlife Services such as the six National Parks as well as 
Nature Reserves and other shared offices.  In excess of 400 staff are based in these locations. 

My Department regularly liaises with OPW to ensure that all available office space is used 
at an optimum level and, also operates sharing agreements established with other decentralised 
government departments in shared locations to this end.  

I am advised that, at this time, there are 22 desks currently available in office accommoda-
tion allocated  across the Department’s main administrative buildings located outside Dublin.

12/11/2019WRCC03200Irish Language

12/11/2019WRCC03300592. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
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plans for the development and protection of the Ráth Chairn Gaeltacht in County Meath; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [46397/19]

12/11/2019WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): As the Deputy may be aware, the Gaeltacht Act 2012 gives statutory effect to the 
language planning process under which language plans may be prepared at community level in 
areas to be recognised under the Act as Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, Gaeltacht Service 
Towns or Irish Language Networks. 

The language plan in respect of Ráth Chairn and Baile Ghib was submitted to my Depart-
ment in July 2018 and approved in October 2018. In line with the overall support arrangements 
in place under the overall stewardship of my Department a Language Planning Officer has since 
been appointed to implement this plan at community level. Annual funding of up to €100,000 
is being made available in support of this.

Insofar as all Gaeltacht areas are concerned, including Gaeltacht na Mí, the Deputy should 
also be aware that both my Department and Údarás na Gaeltachta administer a wide range of 
schemes, initiatives and programmes through which financial support is provided to assist in 
the implementation, at Gaeltacht community level, of practical actions, interventions, initia-
tives and projects which have as their core objective the maintenance and development of Irish 
as the community language of the Gaeltacht as well as promoting enterprise and employment 
opportunities within Gaeltacht regions.  

In order to further underpin in particular the work of Údarás na Gaeltachta in relation to the 
Gaeltacht region of Ráth Chairn and Baile Bhib the Board of Údarás na Gaeltachta approved 
the setting up of the Enterprise Forum 2017 in order to research and assess the development and 
employment opportunities of the area. 

The aim of this enterprise action group is to place a new focus on a framework to build and 
develop Ráth Chairn and Baile Ghib, which are in close proximity to Dublin, as a competitive 
and successful region for job creation.

The aims include:

- Researching the resources and opportunities that exist in the area by engaging with local 
entrepreneurs, community groups, language groups and other relevant parties;

- Assessing the results of the research and preparing recommendations for job creation in 
this Gaeltacht region;

- Preparing a 3 year strategy for the Ráth Chairn and Baile Ghib Gaeltacht with a recom-
mended budget to implement its objectives. 

This coordinated approach encompasses collaboration with relevant stakeholders - includ-
ing Meath County Council, SOLAS, Louth and Meath Education and Training Board, the IDA, 
Enterprise Ireland, Maynooth University, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection, the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht - along with business and 
community representatives. 

The  report of the Enterprise  Forum group is currently being finalised and it is anticipated 
that it will be published in the coming weeks.

12/11/2019WRCC03500Departmental Funding
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12/11/2019WRCC03600593. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to provide funding to a centre (details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [46423/19]

12/11/2019WRCC03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In 2017, 
my Department awarded a capital grant of €300,000 under the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 
2016-2018 to the centre referred to by the Deputy . 

As is the case with all capital grants from my Department, the payment of the grant is man-
aged under a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with the project promoter.  The SLA sets out the 
conditions which must be met by the project promoter in advance of the payment of the grant.  
At present, the project promoter is in the process of complying with these conditions in order 
to draw down the grant.

12/11/2019WRCC03800Freedom of Information Data

12/11/2019WRCC03900594. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the disclosures log made by her Department under freedom of information was last updated; if 
this is in line with the disclosure policy of her Department; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [46464/19]

12/11/2019WRCC04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment publishes logs of all non-personal FOI requests on a quarterly basis in accordance 
with the Department’s FOI Publication Scheme, prepared under section 8 of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2014.  The most recent update was published on 7th November 2019.

Each published log contains the following information:

- The reference number assigned to the request by the Department;

- The date on which the request was received in the Freedom of Information Unit of the 
Department;

- The category of the person making the request, e.g. whether they are a journalist, interest 
group or company or an individual. This includes non-personal FOI requests only;

-  A summary of the information or records requested;

- The date on which the Department’s decision was issued to the applicant;

- A summary of that decision, e.g. whether the request was granted in full, part granted, re-
fused or withdrawn and dealt with outside of the Freedom of Information Acts.

The disclosures logs may be viewed at https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-requests/
freedom-of-information/foi-request-logs/

12/11/2019WRCC04100Performing Arts

12/11/2019WRCC04200595. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question No. 8 of 10 April 2019, if she has met with a theatre 
(details supplied); if so, the outcome of the meeting; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [46477/19]
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12/11/2019WRCC04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
not met with the group referred to by the Deputy.  Ongoing correspondence has however been 
exchanged with my Department both from and on behalf of the group.

I recently announced a new capital investment scheme for arts and culture centres across 
the country with funding of €4.7m available for allocation.  Applications are now being invited 
for funding under the new scheme which is titled the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022.  The 
Scheme is for arts and culture facilities that operate as not-for-profit organisations throughout 
the country and that have a clearly defined arts and culture focus. 

The new scheme was informed by the recently published strategic Review of Arts Centres 
and Venues by the Arts Council & the County and City Management Association (CCMA) as 
well as the Arts Council’s published Arts Centre Policy and Strategy 2019 which sets out its 
funding criteria for arts centres from 2020 onwards.

A particular focus of this scheme will be its emphasis on the reduction of carbon footprints 
to dovetail with the Government’s action on climate change.  Projects providing additional 
capacity for artists and artistic production particularly in arts centres will also be favoured. 
The Scheme builds on the success of the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018 which 
saw grants allocated to 134 organisations in 26 counties to refurbish and enhance their fa-
cilities.  This funding is provided from a €40m capital investment allocation for local arts and 
culture infrastructure contained in Project Ireland 2040 “Investing in our Culture, Language & 
Heritage 2018-2027’.  

Applications will be made online at www.licences.ie.  Applications are being invited under 
three separate Streams as follows. 

* Stream A will offer grants up to €50,000 for small enhancement/expansion/refurbishment 
projects which may involve construction works to arts and culture facilities and/or upgrading 
of equipment.   

* Stream B will offer grants from €50,000 up to €300,000 for larger enhancement /expan-
sion/ refurbishment projects involving construction works to arts and culture facilities.  

* Stream C will be a separate scheme aimed at the upgrading of visual artists’ workspaces. 
Applications for this Stream will be invited separately by Visual Artists Ireland. 

Further information on the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019 – 2022 is available on my Depart-
ment’s website.  

The group referred to by the Deputy has been notified of the new Scheme by my Depart-
ment.

12/11/2019WRCC04400Departmental Strategies

12/11/2019WRCC04500596. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if Ireland was represented at the European peatland strategy workshop in Bonn on 28 and 29 
October 2019; if so, the Departments or agencies in this regard; if Ireland supported the atten-
dance at the workshop of civil society representatives; and if so, the organisations in this regard. 
[46587/19]

12/11/2019WRCC04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is responsible for co-ordinating the implementation of the National Peatlands Strate-
gy, which I believe is one of the most advanced in Europe. This 10 year strategy sets out a cross-
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governmental approach to managing issues that relate to peatlands, including compliance with 
EU environmental law, climate change, forestry, flood control, energy, nature conservation, 
planning, and agriculture. The first progress report on the implementation of the National Peat-
lands Strategy was approved by the Government and published last year. Work on the second 
progress report is on-going with a view to publication by the end of this year or early in 2020.

I am advised that my Department was not in attendance at the European Peatland Strategy 
workshop held in Bonn in October last.  Nor am I aware that my Department or its agencies 
were requested to support the attendance of civil society representatives at the workshop. In-
deed, such requests would be unusual.

12/11/2019WRCC04700Departmental Advertising Campaigns

12/11/2019WRCC04800597. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the role her Department is playing in the winter ready campaign; the expenditure her Depart-
ment will incur in this campaign; and the details of expenditure on external consultancy and 
advertising or communication. [46625/19]

12/11/2019WRCC04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Government launched the ‘Be Winter-Ready’ 2019 -2020 Informa-
tion Campaign focusing this year on the different colour codings associated with Met Éireann 
weather warnings on Wednesday 6th November.

The ‘Be Winter-Ready’ campaign informs the public of what is being done in relation to 
winter preparations and where they can source valuable information that can assist them through 
a difficult period.   

This year’s campaign is focused on “Met Éireann’s Weather Warnings”. The Office of 
Emergency Planning, in collaboration with their colleagues in Met Éireann, have designed and 
produced a leaflet on these weather warnings. This leaflet and leaflets from previous Be Winter 
Ready campaigns are available on the winterready.ie website.

The campaign highlights the ‘Whole of Government’ approach being taken to winter prepa-
rations.  This sort of approach was seen during recent storms which posed challenges for com-
munities, businesses, Government Departments and Agencies. While my Department partici-
pates in the campaign, as it does not have a lead role in this campaign, no expenditure is planned 
on external consultancy, advertising or communication at this present time.

12/11/2019WRCC05000Special Areas of Conservation

12/11/2019WRCC05100598. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of the 53 bog SACs which have to date been fully resolved; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [46692/19]

12/11/2019WRCC05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Signifi-
cant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of Ireland’s raised 
bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the EU Habitats Directive. This has 
included the establishment of the Peatlands Council, intensive and on-going engagement with 
turf cutting interests, the farming community, non-governmental organisations and with the 
European Commission, as well as the establishment of a long-term compensation scheme for 
affected turf cutters. The aim is to address the needs of turf cutters as part of an overall raised 
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bog designated sites network solution, as set out in the National Raised Bog Special Areas of 
Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022. This involves a balance of protecting traditional 
rights, providing compensation where these rights are curtailed and seeking to facilitate feasible 
alternatives, where possible, while working to ensure that Ireland meets its legal obligations. 

In the region of 2,000 applicants have qualified under the cessation of turf cutting compen-
sation scheme from 48 of the 53 raised bog special area of conservation sites. There are particu-
lar reasons as to there being no qualifying applicants under the scheme for the remaining 5 sites, 
for example, the lack of turf cutting on these sites during the qualifying period. 

For 11 raised bog special areas of conservation, relocation sites have been identified and 
developed. Some of these relocation sites have been operational since 2013/14 with the most 
recently developed relocation sites ready for turf cutting to begin in the 2020 season. Relocation 
sites for a further 6 special area of conservation bogs have been identified by the Department 
and are at various stages of development. The Department is still investigating suitable reloca-
tion sites for 7 raised bog special areas of conservation.

For a number of the special area of conservation sites, the non-designated site identified 
may not be suitable or may not have the capacity to cater for the number of turf cutters who 
may wish to relocate there. In such cases and within the framework of the National Raised Bog 
Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, the Department, in consultation 
with turf cutter representatives, is considering the available options in terms of relocation and 
the provisions of the Habitats Directive to provide for turf cutting with certain areas of raised 
bog special areas of conservation. 14 sites are under consideration for the possible application 
of article 6 of the Directive.

12/11/2019WRCC05300Departmental Staff Data

12/11/2019WRCC05400599. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of additional staff appointed in her Department and agencies under her remit in 2019; 
the estimated cost of hiring the additional staff, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [46701/19]

12/11/2019WRCC05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following table.

Organisation Number of additional staff ap-
pointed in 2019

Estimated annualised payroll cost 
of additional staff appointed in 
2019 €million

Department of Culture Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht

33 1.22

Arts Council 5 0.244
Crawford Art Gallery 1 0.048
National Concert Hall 2 0.116   
National Gallery of Ireland 13 0.435   
National Library of Ireland 2 0.060   
National Museum of Ireland 9  0.240 
Screen Ireland 2 0.060   
Waterways Ireland 12 0.402   
   
Total 79 2.825
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I am informed that my Department, Waterways Ireland, the National Museum of Ireland and 
the National Gallery of Ireland all recruited a number of seasonal staff in 2019.  As this is an 
annual occurrence to give additional cover for busy periods in public-facing sections such as the 
National Parks in my Department and does not give rise to a year-on-year increase in payroll, 
seasonal staff are not accounted for in the above figures.


