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       Questions Nos. 1 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 15 to 51, inclusive, resubmitted.

        Questions Nos. 52 to 63, inclusive, answered orally.

22/10/2019WRC00200Family Resource Centres

22/10/2019WRC0030064. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
a centre (details supplied) will receive family resource centre status; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43103/19]

22/10/2019WRC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency is responsible for the administration of the Family Resource Centre Pro-
gramme. I can assure the Deputy that Tusla is acutely aware of the level of need in certain areas, 
and is actively working to improve outcomes for children and young people.

I understand that the Trinity Adult Resource Group for Education and Training (TARGET), 
the organisation named by the Deputy, applied to Tusla to join the Family Resource Centre 
Programme in February of this year.

I am also advised that Tusla met with representatives from TARGET to discuss local com-
munity needs, and Tusla’s commissioning priorities.

Tusla has advised me that while it is not possible to give TARGET Family Resource Centre 
status in 2019, it has provided annual funding of €50,000 to support TARGET’s provision of 
counselling and psychotherapy services in the community.

I also understand that following recent engagement with the Health Service Executive 
(HSE), Tusla allocated an additional €12,000 to TARGET this month to co-fund a Clinical 
Manager post with the HSE for the counselling service. TARGET will therefore receive fund-
ing of €62,000 in total from Tusla in 2019.

The Deputy will be aware that in 2018, I allocated additional funding of €1.5 million to 
Tusla to enable an additional 11 centres to be added to the Family Resource Centre Programme. 
In 2019, I provided a further €1.5 million to the Family Resource Centre Programme to support 
and develop the existing network of Family Resource Centres. I have maintained this support 
for FRCs into 2020.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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As a supporter of the work of FRCs, I am anxious to ensure that there is a strong provision 
of FRCs in the areas that need them, including the area serviced by TARGET. I would note that 
there are two FRCs in close proximity to TARGET’s service in Donaghmede, Baldoyle FRC 
and Tús Nua FRC in Artane. Both provide important services in the area.

Tusla will continue to work with Family Resource Centres and other community organisa-
tions throughout the country. Service needs and funding resources will be discussed with Cen-
tres where appropriate.

Tusla is committed to using all available resources for children and families in a efficient, 
proportionate and sustainable way.

22/10/2019WRC00500Childcare Services Inspections

22/10/2019WRC0060065. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a fund 
will be re-established to assist childcare facilities in meeting fire and other safety criteria; if a 
fire safety audit of all premises in which there are childcare facilities will be conducted; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43278/19]

22/10/2019WRC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In 2019 I al-
located €330,000 of capital funding to aid community/not for profit early learning and care 
services to address fire safety issues that were highlighted in inspection reports. I am currently 
planning the capital offering for 2020, and I will look carefully at this area again, taking account 
of the likely demand for fire and other safety measures.

A key priority for me as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs is to support the early learn-
ing and care and school age childcare sector through the provision of capital funding, where it 
is most needed. The suitability and safety of premises for use as care and learning settings is a 
key concern in this regard.

Registration of Early Learning and Care settings is granted where Tusla is satisfied that the 
premises, operation and location of the  setting poses no unmanaged risk to children. All regis-
tration applications are subject to services being compliant with fire and planning requirements.

In recent years, capital funding has been made available for the maintenance and improve-
ment of community / not for profit services. This funding is made available in order to protect 
previous State investment where it exists. Funding has also assisted not-for-profit services which 
may lack the financial capacity to invest funding into maintenance or improvement works.

Capital strands are designed to achieve the strategic priorities for the year as determined by 
my Department, having regard to the funding available. They annual capital scheme is devel-
oped using analysis of the current factors within the childcare sector, learnings from previous 
capital programmes and feedback and input from stakeholders, including childcare providers 
and Pobal.

I will look carefully at fire safety and related needs for 2020 when developing the capital 
offering, and my Department will notify providers as soon as possible.

In relation to fire safety audits, fire safety legislation and compliance with it comes under the 
remit of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. The Tusla Early Years 
Inspectorate liaises with Local Authority fire services where appropriate.

  Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 61.
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22/10/2019WRC00900Online Safety

22/10/2019WRC0100067. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which she can ensure that children are protected while online; her views on whether self-
regulation should not substitute the obligations of the national legislator to safeguard children; 
if she has consulted with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
regarding child safety being paramount in the online safety and media regulation Bill; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43155/19]

22/10/2019WRC01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): One of the big-
gest challenges for our children and young people today is that of online safety. I am acutely 
aware of the dangers that it brings, and I am committed to playing my part in a co-ordinated 
Government response.

A range of Government Departments and agencies have a role in relation to internet safety. 
In recognition of the whole of government approach required, the Taoiseach launched the Ac-
tion Plan for Online Safety in July 2018. The Action Plan involves a wide range of actions, 
across six Government Departments - Communications, Climate Action and Environment; 
Education and Skills; Justice and Equality; Children and Youth Affairs; Health; and Business 
Enterprise and Innovation.

The Action Plan recognises that online safety is not the responsibility of just one Depart-
ment, and it deals with the full range and breadth of the issues involved. A Sponsors Group, 
involving the six Departments and chaired by the Department of Education and Skills, has been 
established to drive implementation of the Action Plan.

In relation to my own Department, Children First operates on the premise that child protec-
tion issues are the responsibility of all, and that child safety and welfare concerns must be dealt 
with as and where they arise. This responsibility includes keeping children safe from harm on-
line. As part of the Action Plan for Online Safety, my Department committed to amending the 
Children First Guidance to include a specific reference to the need to consider online safety in 
the completion of a Child Safeguarding Statement.

An addendum to the Guidance, clarifying the need to consider online safety in the prepara-
tion of risk assessments and Child Safeguarding Statements, was finalised and published on my 
Department’s website in January. In addition, Tusla has revised its template for the completion 
of Child Safeguarding Statements to refer to the need to consider online risks to children if a 
service provides access to the internet.

I agree with the Deputy that self-regulation will not be sufficient, and that as a society we 
need to take action, including legislation. In this context, I am pleased to note that my colleague 
the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment is preparing the Online 
Safety and Media Regulation Bill at present.

I understand the intention is to bring the draft Heads of the Bill to Government by the end of 
this year, at which point I will have the opportunity to review the proposed content of the Bill.

I am very supportive of co-ordinated action across Government to protect our children and 
young people when using the internet, and I will continue to work with my colleagues to ensure 
we do all we can in this area. The youngest members of our society deserve no less.

22/10/2019WRC01200Childcare Services Provision
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22/10/2019WRC0130068. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of the 
reinstatement of a childcare facility at MacEoin Park, County Longford. [43268/19]

22/10/2019WRC01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In May 2019, 
my Department approved the terms of a procurement process for the provision of childcare ser-
vices in MacEoin Park in Longford with a view to opening for the 2019/2020 programme year.

Longford County Childcare Committee, which is funded by my Department, oversaw the 
process. Unfortunately, no suitable application was received and therefore no tender for estab-
lishing a childcare facility at MacEoin Park was awarded.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department does not directly provide early learning and care 
or school age childcare services - rather we administer a number of schemes and initiatives to 
support accessible, affordable and high quality early learning and care and school age childcare 
services.

These schemes and their associated funding are available to registered providers which in-
clude childminders and private or not -for-profit services.  Consequently, whilst my Department 
is clear about the need to re-establish a service in the area, its scope for direct action is limited.

My Department, Longford Childcare Committee and Pobal are committed to continuing 
to work with local organisations, including the Local Authority and Longford Community Re-
sources Ltd, to explore further options to re-establish a service in this area of Longford.

22/10/2019WRC01500Children in Care

22/10/2019WRC0160069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she is satisfied in regard to the availability of sufficient appropriately qualified 
staff to deal with the number of children who may have a need for placement in safe surround-
ings; the extent to which she remains satisfied that the necessary specialised follow-up treat-
ment is available in circumstances in which such children may need help; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43271/19]

22/10/2019WRC01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would like to 
thank the Deputy for his question, which I understand to be  in the main about staffing in resi-
dential centres. I am concerned to learn that  some centres have a high turnover of staff with a  
dependency on agency staff.

I am also aware of injuries sustained by some staff in the course of their work and the impact 
this has on their welfare and the overall staffing stability.

Residential care is a small, but vital part of our care system. At the end of June some 400 
children of the 6,021 children in care were in a residential placement and in the main they are 
adolescents. The basis for successful outcomes for those in residential settings relies on the 
experience,  quality and resilience of the management and staff group.

National Standards for Children’s Residential Services apply to all designated children’s 
residential centres – private, voluntary and statutory.  One of the themes of the National Stan-
dards is Responsive workforce which is about having the right number of staff with the right 
skills to meet the needs of each child.

Recruitment to all forms of Children’s Residential Care Services remains challenging, I 
wish to confirm that all Children’s Residential Care services are adequately staffed and re-
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sourced to meet the needs of the current provision in each centre.

Research and the young people themselves tell us that they want to be cared for by staff who 
know them, their background, hopes and aspirations. Secure relationships underpin healing and 
growth.

Tusla is introducing a model of care based on the ‘Well Tree’ principles. These involve the 
adoption of the Well Tree model of care and the creation of a wellbeing outcomes framework.

These efforts have the goal that all young people be respected, protected and fulfilled, where 
their voices are heard, they actively contribute to the decisions that affect them and they are sup-
ported to achieve the maximum of their potential now and in the future. Reports on its imple-
mentation to date  are very positive.

Young people in residential settings need a high support package of  care to meet their com-
plex and challenging needs. The  ACTS Team (Assessment, Counselling, Therapy and Support 
Team) which includes clinical psychology and a range of therapists support young people being 
considered for, or living in, residential care.

I  welcome CORU’s upcoming accreditation of Social Care Courses, including undertaking 
high quality placements.  The registration of Social Care Workers  will lead to the enhancement 
of  social care as a key profession  in working with troubled young people.

22/10/2019WRC01800Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

22/10/2019WRC0190070. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason a refuge (details supplied) was refused funding in Budget 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43274/19]

22/10/2019WRC02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that Tusla has not made any decisions about funding for Amber Women’s Refuge, the organisa-
tion to which the Deputy refers on foot of Budget 2020. Tusla has yet to make any such deci-
sions in relation to the services it funds in 2020.

The Deputy will be aware that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, supports Amber Wom-
en’s Refuge as part of its role to provide care and protection for victims of domestic, sexual and 
gender-based violence.

I was pleased to visit Amber Women’s Refuge when I was in Kilkenny earlier this year, on 
Deputy Funchion’s invitation. I commend the staff there on their great work.

Tusla has informed me that Amber Women’s Refuge is receiving €506,468 in funding in 
2019.

Tusla has advised me that it has not yet engaged with Amber Women’s Refuge in relation 
to funding for 2020. Details of funding and required service provision will be agreed in a Ser-
vice Level Agreement between Tusla and Amber Women’s Refuge in the coming months.

In 2019, I provided Tusla with an additional €1.5m to provide additional targeted supports 
for domestic and sexual violence services. I am pleased to inform the Deputy that good progress 
has been made in the roll out of these additional resources by service providers.

The Deputy will also  be aware that I announced an increase in the funding allocation to 
Tusla for 2020. Some €814 million in funding will be available to Tusla next year. This repre-
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sents an increase in funding of almost 4% over 2019.

 Arising from Budget 2020, I will shortly be issuing Tusla with its Performance Statement 
for 2020 in line with the provisions of the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013. Tusla will, in 
response to the Performance Statement, prepare a Business Plan for 2020 which will be submit-
ted to me for consideration.

The precise level of funding to be allocated to specific services provided by or on behalf of 
Tusla will be considered by Tusla, in preparing its Business Plan, having regard to the overall 
level of funding available in 2020.

It is not my intention to prescribe the specific level of funding to be allocated to individual 
services. It is more appropriate, in my view, that Tusla first sets out its proposals for this im-
portant service area. Tusla will consider its statutory remit and take account of the totality of 
funding available next year, in this process.

22/10/2019WRC02100Childcare Services Provision

22/10/2019WRC0220071. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which she can address the shortage of childcare facilities in the Dublin 7 area, the 
growing demographic of families that are having extreme difficulty in securing places for their 
children and the way in which some childcare facilities are charging perceived exorbitant up-
front fees months in advance for places in the Dublin 7 catchment area; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43153/19]

22/10/2019WRC02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The number of 
early learning and care and school age childcare places in Ireland has doubled over the last 5 
years in response to the 138% increase in investment. Despite this, there are some areas that 
continue to experience difficulties and in particular this tends to be for younger age groups, 
particularly babies and children aged under 3 years.

Pobal conducts research on behalf of my Department each year to examine a number of fac-
tors related to childcare services, including capacity.

The latest Early Years Sector Profile report, based on a survey completed in May 2018, 
outlined a 4% vacancy rate as a percentage of children enrolled in the Dublin city area. This 
highlights the limited capacity in the area, which may be zero is some neighbourhoods, and this 
data helps to inform policy development.

Parents in Dublin 7 who are experiencing difficulties accessing a place are encouraged to 
contact Dublin City Childcare Committee who may be able to assist.

In addition to the investment in childcare subsidies and the free preschool scheme, ECCE, 
the primary way my Department can support additional capacity is through annual capital fund-
ing.

In 2019, I provided €5.9m towards the creation of new places within the Early Learning 
and Care and School Age Childcare sector. I hope to announce details for a new 2020 capital 
scheme in the coming months and I would encourage providers in Dublin 7 and elsewhere to 
consider expansion.

I am also actively pursuing measures to ensure that more childminders can register with 
Tusla and become eligible for childcare subsidies, thus also improving access to childcare for 
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parents.

As regards fees and deposits charged by Early Learning and Care providers, these are deter-
mined by each individual service and my Department cannot direct the costs set by providers. 
However, I would call upon all providers to recognise the pressures faced by families, and to 
act responsibly with regard to deposits and fees.

My Department is in the early stages of planning a number of reforms to the funding model 
for Early Learning and Care, including considering mechanisms to incentivise  fee control.  
This is a complex piece of work and is likely to take some time to complete, but it is aimed at 
encouraging fee control and incentivising reasonable behaviour in this area by providers.

  Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 57.

22/10/2019WRC02500Recreational Facilities

22/10/2019WRC0260073. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will work with Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council to ensure the continuation of the su-
pervised playground on Library Road, Dún Laoghaire, including a replacement for an organisa-
tion (details supplied) to manage the service and or alternative sources of funding if necessary; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43279/19]

22/10/2019WRC02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the Dep-
uty for his question.  The Deputy may remember my response to a previous question on this 
issue on 10 July this year.

Funding provided by my Department for playgrounds is limited to capital spend - namely 
the Capital Grant Funding Scheme for Play and Recreation, applications for which are made 
through the Local Authority Play and Recreation Network.  My Department has never funded 
the supervision of the playground in question. The funding of supervisory posts such as those 
referred to in the Deputy’s question would not meet the criteria for this funding scheme, or 
indeed any other funding scheme operated by my Department. In this regard it is not currently 
proposed to engage with DLR County Council on the matter.

I understand that the supervision currently in place is being delivered by Crosscare until 
the end of the year and that the supervision is supervision of play equipment, rather than direct 
supervision of children or young people.  I further understand that the playground is currently 
open and will remain open.

I can assure the Deputy however that I place a very high priority on ensuring that our chil-
dren and young people have access to the best possible play and recreation facilities - to ensure 
the optimal development of their physical and social development. 

I am pleased that this particular facility in Dun Laoghaire will remain open to the public to 
this end.

22/10/2019WRC02800Youth Services

22/10/2019WRC0290074. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
role of the board of City of Dublin Youth Service Board, CDYSB, in addressing the issues that 
arose in the report, Organisation Review of the City of Dublin Youth Service Board; and the 
implications for the delivery of youth work in the area covered by the board. [43151/19]
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22/10/2019WRC03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
the review that the Deputy refers is an internal organisational review commissioned by City of 
Dublin Education and Training Board (CDETB), and carried out by the Chartered Institute of 
Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA).

I understand from my colleague, The Minster for Education and Skills, that the findings of 
this review are currently being discussed within CDETB, who are engaging with relevant par-
ties concerning the review findings.  I further understand that once this process has concluded 
CDETB will update officials in the Department of Education and Skills as to how they intend 
to proceed.  

The management and oversight of youth project funding lies with my Department, with 
ETBs acting as grant-administering bodies for the disbursement of funding under the various 
youth funding schemes.  

However, as the Deputy will be aware, the overall management and governance of ETBs is 
the responsibility of the Minster of Education and Skills.

22/10/2019WRC03100Childcare Services Regulation

22/10/2019WRC0320075. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position regarding the recently investigated crèches (details supplied); the steps being taken to 
address issues raised by parents of children attending this service provider which continues to 
be in operation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43272/19]

22/10/2019WRC03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the inde-
pendent Statutory regulator, Tusla exercises its regulatory powers and responds to breaches of 
regulations within its remit, while respecting fair procedures and natural justice. Given the risk 
of prejudicing enforcement actions and/or legal proceedings, neither Tusla nor my Department 
can provide details in relation to any ongoing actions that may be under way in any individual 
cases.

I can assure the Deputy however - and the parents of children attending the services in ques-
tion - that Tusla is continuing to monitor each of the services to which the Deputy referred.

I fully acknowledge that parents who may be utilising a service where enforcement action is 
occurring may be very concerned to know the detail of any actions that may be under way, and 
the reasons for this. However, the independent statutory regulatory, Tusla, must be allowed to 
do its work thoroughly. If Tusla’s inspection and enforcement actions were to be compromised 
or prejudiced in any way, that would not be in the interests of children or families.

It is important to stress that wherever there is evidence of a serious risk to children, Tusla 
bring this to the attention of Social Work services - which is a requirement under the Children 
First Act - and in such instances parents are informed regardless of whether inspection reports 
or enforcement actions are ongoing.

More broadly, concerns have rightly been raised by parents and the public about their legiti-
mate interest in knowing the findings of inspections, and the registration status of service pro-
viders, as early as possible in the process. Again, there is a need for Tusla to ensure due process, 
which includes, for example, giving service providers the right to reply and the right to correct 
potential inaccuracies in inspection reports before publication.

Following the RTÉ broadcast in July, Behind Closed Doors, I wrote to the Chair of Tusla to 
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ask what additional powers Tusla might need. Following Tusla’s reply, my Department is now 
examining legislative options, which may include mechanisms to inform parents of inspection 
findings at an earlier stage, to require services to display prominently their inspection status, 
and to alert parents in relation to the operation of unregistered services.I will be happy to update 
colleagues when further information in this regard is available.

Finally, I would encourage all service providers to be open with parents,  to respect the 
rights of parents  to ask questions, and to keep parents informed regarding their compliance 
with regulations. Any parent across the country who wishes to consider alternative service pro-
vision in their area should make contact with their local Childcare Committee for information. 
Please see www.myccc.ie   for contact details for local City / County Childcare Committees.

22/10/2019WRD00200Family Support Services

22/10/2019WRD0030076. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
funds will be made available to a service (details supplied) to ensure that it can continue to 
provide its services to the families in need in the Dún Laoghaire area; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43280/19]

22/10/2019WRD00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the Dep-
uty for his question about the Cottage Home Family Support Service. I know he has been active 
in seeking a solution to the problems which the service has been experiencing, and has previ-
ously tabled questions on this issue.

I understand that, at the time when the Cottage Home made its initial request for funding, 
available resources for family support services had been allocated to services in the Tusla Dub-
lin South, Dublin South East, and Wicklow area. 

In 2018, Tusla provided funding of some €1.7m to the Cottage Home for its residential care 
service. This level of funding is being maintained in 2019. Tusla has never funded the Cottage 
Home family support service. 

Tusla’s Service Director for Dublin Mid Leinster and Service Director for Commission-
ing both met with The Cottage Home on 23 September, 2019 to discuss their concerns. Tusla 
has held several meetings with the service in the past year at a local and regional level, includ-
ing a meeting which I attended.  Tusla’s Service Director for Dublin Mid Leinster and the local 
Area Manager have also visited the service on many occasions. 

Prior to closure of the Cottage Home family support service, the local Tusla Area office 
advised the service that it did not have funding of €400,000 for the service. However, Tusla 
informed the Cottage Home that it had identified €38,000 that it could redirect to the Cottage 
Home family support service as a form of assistance. I understand the Cottage Home declined 
this offer. Tusla remains open to engagement with the Cottage Home with regard to family sup-
port services in the area, and potential means of assistance.

Tusla funds a range of family support services across the region. As with all State bodies, 
Tusla must make funding decisions based on its available budget and the most urgent needs 
within an area.

On receipt of notification of the closure of the service, Tusla has pledged to respond to any 
outstanding requests for assistance from children and families that had been using the Cottage 
Home’s service.
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I am in no doubt that the decision to close the service has been a difficult one to make, and 
that this outcome was not what the Deputy or the service wanted. I have met with representa-
tives of the service and recognise the value of the service to people in the area. However, it 
is important that Tusla assigns its resources to the areas which it perceives to be in greatest 
need, ensuring the best possible outcomes for children and families.

Funding of family support services is informed by Tusla’s commissioning approach. I am 
confident and assured that Tusla seeks to fund services in the most beneficial, effective, effi-
cient, proportionate and sustainable manner, in order to improve outcomes for children.

22/10/2019WRD00500Childcare Services Regulation

22/10/2019WRD0060077. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to ensure quality and safety in childcare providers in County Wexford; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43105/19]

22/10/2019WRD00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has made significant strides over the last number of years in progressing the quality agenda both 
nationally and locally. These include, for example:-

- We have introduced a minimum qualification requirement in law which ensures that all 
staff must have at least a Level 5 qualification in early childhood education and care. 

- We have incentivised the recruitment of graduates and 25% of the workforce now have 
degrees in early childhood education and care 

- We have established the “Better Start” Quality Development Service that provides mentor-
ing and training to services all across the country. 

- We continue to provide a Learner Fund Bursary and Continuous Professional Develop-
ment payments to help the workforce upskill themselves and we have funded the provision of 
training in the areas such as the curriculum and inclusion. 

- We have expanded and strengthened the Inspectorate, and the number of inspections car-
ried out by Tusla each year is nearly double what it was 5 years ago. 

- We have created a register of providers, and given Tusla the power to deregister providers 
and to attach conditions to their registration. 

- We have introduced “education-focused inspections” for the ECCE programme that are 
carried out by the Department of Education and Skills on behalf of my Department. 

- The staff and Boards of 30 City and County Childcare Committees - including Wexford 
County Childcare Committee - assist my Department in ensuring that schemes and other initia-
tives we operate nationally meet local need.  

- We have introduced regulation of school age childcare for the first time.

- We are currently consulting on a draft Childminding Action Plan which sets out how we 
propose  to regulate the childminding sector and open up a myriad of supports to the sector to 
help address affordability, access and quality.   

Following the recent broadcast of the RTÉ investigation, Behind Closed Doors, I wrote 
to the Chair of Tusla to ask what additional powers the Tusla Early Years Inspectorate  might 
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need. Following Tusla’s reply, my Department is now examining legislative options, which 
may include mechanisms to inform parents of inspection findings at an earlier stage, to require 
services to display prominently their inspection status, and to alert parents in relation to the 
operation of unregistered services.   

Additional powers for Tusla must form part of a multi-faceted approach that also includes: 
movement towards the establishment of a professional regulator; additional training for those 
working in the sector, with a renewed focus on the child protection training that is already under 
way; strengthened advisory supports before and after inspections; supporting the Garda Vetting 
process for the sector;  and additional information for parents.   

In short, we need to keep strengthening the quality agenda we have been successfully pur-
suing over recent years. Many of the actions we need to take are set out in First 5, our Whole-
of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families which I published last 
year.

22/10/2019WRD00800Childcare Services Staff

22/10/2019WRD0090078. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures included in the new national childcare scheme to address the poor pay and working 
conditions of those working in the childcare and early years sector. [43275/19]

22/10/2019WRD0100087. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the actions 
being taken to resolve issues in terms of the wage structure for childcare professionals; and 
her views on whether suitable qualified professionals within this field are grossly underpaid. 
[43269/19]

22/10/2019WRD01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 78 and 87 together.

The most recent data on current pay and conditions indicates that the average hourly pay 
in early learning and care and school-age childcare is now €12.55 (represents May 2019). Low 
pay and poor working conditions in the sector remain a serious concern and impact on the qual-
ity of provision to children through their effect on the recruitment and retention of qualified 
staff. The lack of consistency of care caused by high staff turnover impacts directly on quality, 
while low wages are a constraint on plans to upskill and professionalise the workforce. My sup-
port for improved pay and conditions for early learning and care professionals has been explicit, 
as their role is critical to supporting children’s development and delivering better outcomes for 
children and families.

Budget 2020 saw a 9% increase in investment in early learning and care and school age 
childcare. Additional investment of €54.5m will bring spending to €628m in 2020, a 138% in-
crease in investment over five budgets. The very welcome level of investment needs to continue 
if we are to offer services that are of high quality, affordable and accessible. However, increased 
investment by itself will not ensure that staff wages and conditions will improve.

As the State is not the employer, my Department does not pay the wages of staff working in 
early learning and care settings, and I cannot set wage levels or determine working conditions 
for these staff.

I am, however, doing all that is in my power to improve wages and working conditions in 
the sector. I have repeatedly called for the sector to pursue a Sectoral Employment Order. My 
Department will readily co-operate with such a process when it is under way. 
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The National Childcare Scheme will launch in November 2020. This will represent a land-
mark moment for the early learning and care and school age childcare sector in this country. 
The new scheme will provide the necessary infrastructure, for the first time, to enable increased 
State investment be funnelled into the sector, not only targeted at low income families, but, as 
increased investment becomes available, to middle income families also. It will enable us move 
away from being one of the most expensive countries in the OECD for childcare. 

The NCS is based on hourly subsidies for different age groups. These subsidies were cal-
culated to reflect the cost of provision and the higher costs associated with certain quality 
measures, eg. the highest subsidy is paid for babies where the regulatory requirement is one 
staff member to 3 children. The subsidies can be increased to respond to higher costs that may 
be linked to, for example, better terms and conditions of staff. In this way, the sophistication 
of the design of the scheme will allow it respond, over time, to policy development to support 
improved pay and conditions.

Alongside increased funding for the National Childcare Scheme in Budget 2020, I secured 
increased funding for the sustainability fund for the sector. This will see funding to support 
sustainability rising from €1.7m to €2.2m per annum. The fund will assist high quality services 
which are experiencing financial difficulties to transition themselves to a sustainable footing, 
and will also assist with needs arising in the event that the Labour Court introduces a Sectoral 
Employment Order. 

Other recent measures I have also taken to assist employers to improve the pay and con-
ditions of their staff include: a 7% increase in ECCE capitation in 2018; higher capitation 
payments for graduates and Inclusion Coordinators; annual Programme Support Payments to 
recognise administrative demands; support for school-age childcare which will make it easier 
to offer full-time, full year employment contracts; and a pilot measure to fund participation in 
CPD. 

I have set out my vision for the sector, and a roadmap to achieve it, in First 5, which contains 
a commitment to develop a Workforce Development Plan. This Plan, work on which began in 
recent months, will identify measures to ensure appropriate numbers of early learning and care 
and school-age childcare staff at all levels in the sector, to achieve a graduate-led workforce by 
2028, to ensure an appropriate focus on both centre based and home based services and to raise 
the profile of careers in the sector. As part of this work, a series of public consultations will 
be carried out involving those working in the sector ( centre based and home based) and other 
stakeholders. Plans for the consultation process will be finalised in the coming weeks. First 5 
also commits to develop a new funding model for the sector, which may open up new mecha-
nisms to influence pay and conditions in the sector.

22/10/2019WRD01200Child Safety

22/10/2019WRD0130079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she remains satisfied regarding the availability of sufficient placements for chil-
dren deemed to be at risk; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43270/19]

22/10/2019WRD01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would like to 
thank the Deputy for this important question especially as last week Tusla undertook a very 
successful national awareness campaign about foster care. 

Once a child has been received into care, the most crucial task for a child protection social 
worker is to find a placement that matches that child’s needs. Ideally this is with foster carers in 
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the communities in which they live. 

Social workers recruit foster carers on an ongoing basis, as they retire or leave fostering for 
family obligations or other reasons. A key reason for the need for ongoing recruitment is that 
Tusla places over 91% of children in care in foster placements. 

Foster carers are needed to care for new born babies, some with serious health problems, for 
toddlers, individual children and sibling groups who may be upset, traumatised and frightened, 
and for teenagers who may not think they need, or indeed, deserve to be cared for at all. 

Social workers need to recruit  carers who can match the needs of children who are received 
into care in emergencies, sometimes during the night, for short term and respite placements and 
for long term care through a whole childhood and into adult life. 

Foster carers need support and guidance to help them meet the  differing needs of children 
and types of placements provided and I am very pleased to be able to tell the Deputy that Tusla 
has launched an out of hours phone service, where experienced social workers can provide 
advice and support.  

A very small minority of placements are provided by private companies about 8% and these 
are in the main where the foster carers need significant support due to the needs of the child 
placed with them. Tusla approves all foster care applicants recruited by private companies.  

Finally Deputy, I am sure you will join me in expressing our thanks to foster carers and 
professionals involved in providing care to our most vulnerable children.

  Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 57.

22/10/2019WRD01600Childcare Services Provision

22/10/2019WRD0170081. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to assist in the planning for provision of further childcare places in County Meath. [43217/19]

22/10/2019WRD01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has had an unprecedented increase of 137% for early learning and care and school age childcare 
in the past five budgets. This extra investment has supported a doubling of capacity in the sec-
tor, including both ECCE and the 0-3 age group.

One of the key priorities for my Department’s capital programme is supporting private and 
not for profit childcare providers to extend their existing services, or to establish new services, 
where need or demand exists.  

Each year my Department reviews the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare 
sector to determine how the Capital funding available can best be invested. 

The decision on where to target capital spending to support policy aims is informed by an 
analysis of the current state of the childcare sector, learnings from previous capital programmes 
and feedback and input from stakeholders, including childcare providers and data from Pobal 
and other sources. 

In my Departments 2019 capital scheme, I secured €5.9m towards the creation of new plac-
es within the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare sector. This is expected to 
create 1,321 new 0-3 places and 2,308 new school age places.
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Early years providers from County Meath compete alongside services from all other parts 
of the country for Capital Finding. All applications are appraised in a fair and impartial manner 
and solely on the basis of the quality of their application. 

As regards capacity issues more generally, each year Pobal conducts research on behalf of 
my Department to examine a number of factors related to childcare services in Ireland, includ-
ing capacity.

The latest Early Years Sector Profile report, based on a survey completed in May 2018, out-
lines a 5% vacancy rate as a percentage of children enrolled in Meath. 

Pobal reports that nationally the trend for waiting lists suggests a reduction in waiting lists 
for older children and an increase for under twos. Pobal cautions that its data on waiting lists 
cannot by itself be used to inform capacity decisions as parents often place their children on 
more than one waiting list.

Finally, if the Deputy is aware of any specific cases of parents having difficulty accessing 
childcare places, they could make contact with their local City or County Childcare Committee 
who will be pleased to assist them.

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 61.

22/10/2019WRD02000Youth Services Funding

22/10/2019WRD0210083. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
improve funding for youth services in County Meath. [43216/19]

22/10/2019WRD02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
may be aware that I recently announced that an additional €2m of funding has been secured for 
Youth Services. This funding is inclusive of Youth Schemes, Youth Participation and a Youth 
Climate Justice Initiative.

As the Deputy is aware the annual Estimates process is ongoing. It would not be appropriate 
for me to comment at this time as funding for the provision of youth services, amongst other 
areas, is under consideration and, as might be expected, is subject to resources.

I have enhanced investment in youth service provision each year since I took office, increas-
ing current funding for youth services by an additional €8.5 million in the last three years. This 
represents an increase of 16% compared to 2016. Included in this, funding under the Youth 
Service Grant Scheme has increased by almost 10% since 2016, rising to €11.126m in 2019. 

In addition, I have taken on board the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review of 
Youth Programmes 2014. I am prioritising the implementation of an integrated funding scheme 
as recommended by this Review. Consultations with a wide range of stakeholders are continu-
ing with a view to introducing this targeted youth funding scheme imminently. 

In 2019, my Department has had funding of €60.4 million that is being deployed across a 
broad range of programmes supporting the provision of youth services throughout the country, 
with a specific focus on services in communities in areas considered to be disadvantaged based 
on the deprivation index. With the invaluable assistance of each Education and Training Boards 
and national organisations, the funding from my Department supports national and local youth 
programmes involving approximately 1,400 youth work staff working in communities across 
the country, as well as some 1,500 youth clubs nationally.
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The funding allocation for the targeted youth projects and services in County Meath amount-
ed to €152,854 in 2019.

Meath YWI    
Meath Youth Together Project   €95,242 
Meath Involve    
Meath Youth Project (Navan)   €57,612 
The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme -  allocation of €131,735 for Louth Meath Education 

and Training Board.   

ETB Youth Work Function - allocation of €119,640 for Louth Meath Education and Train-
ing Board.   

ETB Technical Assistance - allocation of €23,500 for Louth Meath Education and Training 
Board.   

Local Youth Club Equipment Scheme for voluntary clubs/groups - allocation of €64,496 for 
Louth Meath Education and Training Board.   

Capital scheme for staff led youth services - allocation of €20,272 for Louth Meath Educa-
tion and Training Board.

22/10/2019WRD02300Childcare Services Provision

22/10/2019WRD0240084. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
national childcare scheme will be fully operational and open to all parents. [43240/19]

22/10/2019WRD02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme will open to online applications on Wednesday 20th November, with subsi-
dies flowing from the following Monday, 25th November.  The paper based application will be 
available early in the new year. Children and families using the existing schemes may choose 
to remain on them.

In preparation for the national launch of the  Scheme in November, we have been piloting 
the IT system since 16th September.  The pilot has been highly valuable, allowing us to identify 
and address a number of issues.  

Last week I signalled that a minor snag had been identified which blocked a small number 
of applications from proceeding through the system.  This has required a few additional weeks 
to address the issue and retest the system. 

I am pleased that we now plan for the Scheme to open for applications on the 20th of No-
vember.  We expect around 65,000 children to benefit from the targeted component, and a fur-
ther 15 - 20,000 children to be on the universal scheme. It is estimated that 7,000 children will 
benefit for the first time.

The pilot will continue for the coming weeks. Parents participating in the pilot will be able 
to register and use their subsidy award once the Scheme opens.  We are also inviting providers 
to complete programme readiness activities in advance of the full launch so that they are ready 
to go when parents come to them with their awards and so that subsidies can flow as quickly as 
possible.  

I believe that allowing these extra few weeks before launching the National Childcare 
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Scheme is the right thing to do.  The Scheme is a highly innovative landmark initiative.  It is 
our pathway to quality, accessible, affordable childcare in Ireland, and platform to support long-
term investment in universal and targeted supports.  

Parents and providers deserve a robust system and a positive user experience when access-
ing the Scheme.  It is too important for families not to deliver the best possible Scheme and 
system. 

Parents with any queries regarding the National Childcare Scheme are encouraged to check 
our website www.ncs.gov.i  e or to phone our Parent Information line at 01 9068530.

22/10/2019WRD02600Childcare Services Provision

22/10/2019WRD0270085. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a national 
childcare service free at the point of use that meets the needs of all children in society will be 
introduced. [43218/19]

22/10/2019WRD02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): First 5, the 
whole-of-government strategy for babies, young children and their families published in No-
vember 2018 sets out Government’s intention to develop a new Funding Model to deliver addi-
tional funding to Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare providers to ensure greater 
levels of affordability, quality and inclusion in their services. It is planned that the new Funding 
Model will operate in addition to the major funding streams for the universal pre-school Early 
Childhood Care and Education programme and the National Childcare Scheme when it comes 
into operation later this year.

An Expert Group to lead the development of a new Funding Model has been appointed 
and a Research Partnership will support the Expert Group with evidence and analysis as well 
as engagement and consultation work.  A key priority for the Expert Group will be to make 
recommendations for a mechanism to control fee rates for different types of provision for Early 
Learning and Care and School Age Childcare. The Expert Group will hold its first meeting this 
month beginning a complex project that is likely to take some time to bring to fruition.  Further 
updates will be available as the work progresses in the coming months.

The new Funding Model will be a key vehicle to achieve the vision of Early Learning and 
Care and School Age Childcare services that are equipped to provide high-quality services for 
children, affordability to parents and sustainability for providers.

Budget 2020 saw a further 9.3% increase in investment in early learning and care and school-
age childcare. Additional investment of €54.5m will bring annual spend to just over €628m per 
annum. This represents a 138% increase since 2014.

The additional investment provides for some further enhancements to the new National 
Childcare Scheme, including an increase in the maximum subsidised hours from September 
2020 and the extension of “saver” arrangements for those in receipt of subsidies under the 
current schemes. The National Childcare Scheme will replace all previous targeted childcare 
programmes with a single, streamlined and user-friendly Scheme.  In line with the principle of 
progressive universalism, it will provide both universal and targeted subsidies to help parents 
meet the cost of quality childcare. 

The NCS, combined with the ECCE universal pre-school scheme, marks significant prog-
ress in making high quality and affordable childcare ore accessible to families in Ireland.
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22/10/2019WRD02900Legislative Measures

22/10/2019WRD0300086. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the Adoption (Information and Tracing) (No. 2) Bill. [43241/19]

22/10/2019WRD03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
knows, there are strong views on the privacy provisions in the Adoption (Information & Trac-
ing) Bill, 2016 and to the revised scheme set out in my proposed amendments for Committee 
Stage.

My legal advice is that there must be some protection of birth parents’ constitutional right to 
privacy reflected in the legislation. There are two rights at play, the right to identity and the right 
to privacy, and legislation must seek to harmonise these rights.   However, I fully recognise this 
advice is contrary to the desire of advocates for unrestricted access to identity information and 
to birth certificates.

During the summer, I held a number of consultations with Members of the Oireachtas and 
with stakeholder groups, to seek to reach a consensus which will allow the legislation to prog-
ress. Achieving consensus is proving very challenging, within the existing constitutional frame-
work.  I am considering the options now available, and I hope to be in a position to revert to 
Oireachtas members and stakeholders before the end of 2019.

  Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 78.

22/10/2019WRD03300Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

22/10/2019WRD0340088. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of 
each State infrastructure project that is in development or is due for completion in 2019 which 
is in excess of the budget assigned to the project for its current stage to date. [39522/19]

22/10/2019WRD03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): At present there 
are no infrastructure projects underway within my Department that are in excess of of the bud-
get assigned. The National Childcare Scheme is the key infrastructure project underway at pres-
ent.  The development of this project has entailed a complex programme of work encompassing 
legislative, ICT, governance, administrative and communications work-streams.  

The Scheme will open to online applications on Wednesday 20th November, with subsidies 
flowing from the following Monday, 25th November. The paper based application will be avail-
able in early 2020.  

The budget currently allocated to the scheme is €14.3m and the spend to date is approxi-
mately €12m.

22/10/2019WRD03600Childcare Services Regulation

22/10/2019WRD0370089. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the efforts by her Department to create more effective and appropriate childminding regula-
tions. [43242/19]

22/10/2019WRD03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On 29th August, 
I launched the Draft Childminding Action Plan, for the purpose of public consultation. The 
Draft Childminding Action Plan aims to bring all childminders within the scope of public fund-
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ing, supports, and regulations. Up to now most childminders have been exempt from regulation 
and therefore would be excluded from public funding such as the National Childcare Scheme.

Central to the Draft Childminding Action Plan is a proposal to develop new Regulations that 
are specific to childminders and that are proportionate and appropriate to the home and family 
setting in which childminders work.

The Draft Action Plan is firmly based on the recommendations of the Working Group on 
Reforms and Supports for the Childminding Sector, which I established in 2016 and which 
submitted its report to me last year. The Working Group was chaired by a representative of 
childminders indicating my commitment to putting childminders front and centre of decisions 
on their future and the future of the service they offer children and families.  

The Draft Action Plan proposes a phased approach over a period of years, with access to 
the National Childcare Scheme to be opened to childminders as early as possible, and with a 
significant lead-in time for any requirements being introduced.

A substantial consultation process is under way and this will inform the regulations. The 
process has a strong focus on hearing from childminders as I am keen to get their feedback on 
the proposals set out in the Draft Action Plan. An online survey and call for submissions opened 
at the end of August. An Open Policy Debate aimed at a wide range of stakeholders, including 
childminders, took place on 16th October. A series of focus groups of childminders, all taking 
place in the evenings to facilitate the participation of childminders, is being organised at county 
level by County Childcare Committees from late October into November.

Once the consultation process has been completed, and the feedback has been taken on 
board, I intend to bring a revised Childminding  Action Plan to Government, with the intention 
of publishing a completed plan in the coming months. Work will then immediately advance on 
the new regulations.

22/10/2019WRE00200Capital Expenditure Programme

22/10/2019WRE0030090. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach the number of capital projects that cost 
€100 million or more in the past five years; and the cost of outside consultants for each of the 
projects. [42916/19]

22/10/2019WRE0040091. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach the number of capital projects anticipated 
to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; and the expected cost of 
external consultants for each project. [42917/19]

22/10/2019WRE00500The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 90 and 91 together.

There has been no capital expenditure by my Department or any agency under the remit of 
my Department in the past 5 years. 

There is no capital expenditure anticipated by my Department in the next five years.

22/10/2019WRE00700Departmental Websites

22/10/2019WRE0080092. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach the expenditure on www.merrionstreet.ie in 
each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [42918/19]
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22/10/2019WRE00900The Taoiseach: The website www.merrionstreet.ie is the Irish Government news service 
which is updated with the latest press releases, speeches and news. 

The following table lists costs for maintenance and support of a number of websites, in-
cluding www.merrionstreet.ie.  The contract figure in 2019 for “Managed Hosted Services” by 
Ptools comprises 7 different websites, of which www.merrionstreet.ie is one.

The website www.merrionstreet.ie is updated by Government Information Service staff as 
part of their duties.

2014

Company Detail Amount
DQ NETWORKS LTD Registration of IE Domain 

Names, 2014 - 2019
€134.07

FUSIO LTD Domain Renewal for 5 
year period  10/04/14 – 
09/04/2019 

€442.00

2015

Company Detail Amount
SITEIMPROVE LTD LinkCheck and Accessi-

bility Check for websites 
for period 15/02/2015 to 
14/02/2016

€1970.00

PTOOLS Managed Hosted Service for 
2016

€8782.00

2016

PTOOLS Managed Hosted Services 
for  2017

€8782.00

SITEIMPROVE LTD LinkCheck and Accessi-
bility Check for websites 
for period 15/02/2016 to 
14/02/2017

€1970.00

DQ NETWORKS LTD Domain renewal and trans-
fer of sraidmhuirfean.ie 
7/06/2016 to 8/06/2021

€134.07

2017

Company Detail Amount
PTOOLS Development of DOT sites €10258
SITEIMPROVE LTD LinkCheck and Accessi-

bility Check for websites 
for period 13/02/2017 to 
12/02/2018

€1970.00

DQ NETWORKS LTD 5 Year IE Domain Registra-
tion for sráidmhuirfean.ie 
from 2016 to 2021

€134.07

2018
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Company Detail Amount
SITEIMPROVE LTD Services Supplied to 

Websites, 13/02/2018-
12/02/2019

€2025.16

PTOOLS Managed Hosted Service for 
2016

€10,258

2019

Company Detail Amount
PTOOLS Managed Hosted Services 

for 2019
€10258

DQ NETWORKS LTD Renewal of merrionstreet.ie 
14/5/19 - 13/5/24

€134.07

FUSIO LTD Domain Renewal 04/04/19 – 
03/04/2020 

€92.25

22/10/2019WRE01000Central Statistics Office Data

22/10/2019WRE0110093. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Taoiseach the amount sent out of Ireland in personal 
remittances in each of the past ten years; and the countries to which they were sent each year. 
[42801/19]

22/10/2019WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) estimates worker remittances paid from Ireland as a small component of 
the current account of the balance of payments. Remittance information is difficult to compile 
for National Statistics Offices and is usually based on administrative sources and modelling 
rather than direct collection. The current CSO data are estimated using Revenue data.  Pay of 
non-national workers is used to estimate disposable income and to derive a remittance amount. 
Data on remittances are published by Eurostat for all member states. The outflows from Ireland 
are presented in the following table for years 2009-2017. 

The CSO is currently investigating new approaches to deriving remittance information.

Personal remittances payments  € millions

Country 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Brazil 8 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Bulgaria 7 7 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
China 15 16 16 16 14 14 14 14 15
Czechia 28 24 21 19 17 17 17 17 17
Estonia 11 10 9 8 7 7 7 7 7
Hungary 39 36 32 29 28 28 28 28 28
India 40 44 44 44 42 42 42 42 43
Latvia 63 63 57 51 50 50 50 50 50
Lithu-
ania

120 117 105 94 92 92 92 92 92

Malay-
sia

4 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4

Mexico 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Nigeria 16 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
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Country 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Philip-
pines

30 33 33 33 32 32 32 32 32

Poland 513 452 407 367 339 339 339 339 342
Romania 50 46 41 37 39 39 39 39 40
Slovakia 60 52 46 42 37 37 37 37 37
Turkey 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Thailand 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

of which
EU28 890 806 725 653 615 615 615 615 621
Extra-
EU28

150 168 168 168 162 160 160 160 163

Asia 94 105 105 101 97 97 97 97 97
Africa 24 27 27 27 26 26 26 26 27
America 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10

Total 1040 973 893 820 777 777 777 777 784

Source: CSO

22/10/2019WRE01300Departmental Functions

22/10/2019WRE0140094. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Taoiseach when he approved the transfer of the opera-
tion of the Cork event centre from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. [43179/19]

22/10/2019WRE01500The Taoiseach: The Cork Event Centre is included as a commitment under Project Ireland 
2040, and it underlines the Government’s objectives around urban regeneration, enhanced ame-
nity and heritage, associated quality of life standards, balanced regional development, and the 
regeneration and development of Cork City Centre.

Cork City Council is responsible for delivery of the project on behalf of the State. 

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government will take over responsibil-
ity for making the grant aid support available to Cork City Council. To this end, funding was 
allocated in Budget 2020 to support the project through the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government, and that Department is now fully engaged in supporting the delivery 
of the project.

Planning permission was granted for the Cork Event Centre on 10 October by Cork City 
Council.

22/10/2019WRE01600Commission on the Future of Policing Membership

22/10/2019WRE0170095. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Taoiseach the members of the implementation 
group on policing reform; and the role of each on the group. [43249/19]

22/10/2019WRE0180096. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Taoiseach the level of involvement and engage-
ment by his officials with the implementation group on policing reform. [43250/19]
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22/10/2019WRE01900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 95 and 96 together.

  The Future of Policing in Ireland –   the Report of the Commission on the Future of Polic-
ing in Ireland (CoFPI) which was published in September 2018 – recommended (in Chapter 
26) the establishment of an Implementation Group on Policing Reform to ensure delivery of the 
reform programme set out in the CoFPI Report.

The Implementation Group on Policing Reform (IGPR) was therefore established to over-
see and drive delivery of ‘A Policing Service for the Future’ – the 4-year plan (2019-2022) 
to implement the CoFPI Report which was approved by Government in December 2018. The 
IGPR have collective responsibility for the delivery of the outcomes in ‘A Policing Service 
for the Future’,   and contribute to progress reports generated by the Policing Reform Imple-
mentation Programme Office. In addition, individual members of the Group act as programme 
managers driving delivery, managing risk and reporting on achievement of recommendations 
applying in their respective organisations and agencies, and participate in sub-groups, where 
necessary, to focus on discreet, high-impact actions and where co-ordinated activity is required 
across departments and agencies to support implementation.

The IGPR meets on a monthly basis (most recently on 8 October 2019).  In line with the 
CoFPI recommendation, the IGPR has an independent Chair – Helen Ryan, former member of 
the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland – and its core membership comprises of se-
nior officials from An Garda Síochána; the Department of Justice and Equality; the Department 
of the Taoiseach; and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Senior representa-
tives of other relevant Departments are also invited to attend meetings of the IGPR on a quar-
terly basis; namely, the Department of Health, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, 
the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment, the Department of Defence, and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

A High Level Steering Board (HLSB) on Policing Reform, chaired by the Secretary General 
of the Department of the Taoiseach, meets regularly (most recently on 5 September 2019) to 
support and guide the work of the IGPR, and act as a clearing house for issues that cannot be 
resolved by the IGPR, or where particular blockages are being experienced in the implementa-
tion of the Plan.  The Chair of the IGPR is a member of the HLSB along with the Commissioner 
of An Garda Síochána and Secretaries General from the following Departments: Department 
of Justice and Equality, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, Department of Health, 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs, Department of Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment, Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, Department of Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment, Department of Defence, and Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.

The Policing Reform Implementation Programme Office, based in the Department of the 
Taoiseach, supports the work of both the IGPR and the HLSB and reports on the delivery of the 
Plan to the Cabinet Committee on Security which provides political oversight over, inter alia, 
the policing reform programme.

22/10/2019WRE02100Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRE0220097. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the consultancy service providers en-
gaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs associated with each 
(details supplied); and the reason for each service engagement. [43321/19]
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22/10/2019WRE0230098. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the details of each value for money and 
policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; and the 
cost of each exercise. [43338/19]

22/10/2019WRE02400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 98 together.

As published in my Department’s Appropriation Account 2018, there was no expenditure 
incurred by my Department on consultancy services, and value for money and policy reviews 
in 2018.

22/10/2019WRE02600Defence Forces Retirements

22/10/2019WRE0270099. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason some 
Defence Forces members must retire at 50 years of age; if this is being examined in the context 
of the retention crisis in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42947/19]

22/10/2019WRE02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Military life 
places unique demands on individuals and it is necessary that Defence Forces personnel are 
prepared to meet the challenges of all military operations. To this end, it is vital the age and 
health profile of personnel be such as to ensure that operational capability and effectiveness are 
not compromised in any way.

The age and fitness profile of the Permanent Defence Force was an issue of serious concern 
during the 1990’s and was the subject of severe criticism in a series of external reports. One of 
the key areas identified for urgent action was the development of a manpower policy with an 
emphasis on lowering the age profile of Permanent Defence Force personnel. As a result, new 
terms and conditions were introduced for personnel enlisting after 1 January 1994 and new 
contracts for enlisted personnel were for a period of five years’ service. Since that time, the 
maximum period of service has been extended out to twenty-one years for line Privates and 
Corporals. Following an adjudication Corporals and Privates in receipt of Tech Pay Group 3 or 
higher may be extended to age 50 subject to meeting certain criteria for continuance in service. 

Earlier this year, following further discussions with PDFORRA and in light of the adjudi-
cation, agreement was reached with PDFORRA that all Privates and Corporals recruited post 
1994, will be allowed to continue in service to 31 December 2022 (or until they reach the age of 
50), provided these personnel meet certain criteria during this interim period, including medical 
grades and fitness tests. This is to allow for a review of upper age limits for Post 94 Privates, 
Corporals and Sergeants as provided for in the White Paper on Defence. 

Furthermore, at the recent PDFORRA, Annual Delegate Conference (ADC) on 2 October 
2019, I announced that I had instructed my Officials to enter into discussions with PDFORRA 
with a view to also allowing post 1994 Sergeants continue in service to the same date, subject 
to their meeting agreed criteria in the interim period. 

The actions set out in the implementation plan for the report of the Public Service Pay Com-
mission on recruitment and retention in the Permanent Defence Force also include the examina-
tion of issues relevant to age and duration of contracts.

22/10/2019WRE02900Defence Forces Reports

22/10/2019WRE03000100. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans 
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to publish the report and recommendations of the Defence Forces colour vision working group; 
and his further plans to implement the recommendations in full. [43140/19]

22/10/2019WRE03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am awaiting the 
outcome of the considerations of the military authorities in relation to this Working Group. On 
receipt of their recommendations, I will consider the appropriate courses of action to be taken 
thereon.

22/10/2019WRE03200Civil Defence

22/10/2019WRE03300101. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 109 of 15 October 2019, the number of uniforms collected; the cost 
per uniform; the process for selecting the registered charity to receive the uniforms; when the 
investigation commenced; when it is due to conclude; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43244/19]

22/10/2019WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The number 
of discontinued workwear uniforms delivered by local authorities to my Department’s Civil 
Defence Branch in Roscrea was as follows; 525 rainproof yellow suits, 800 yellow overalls, 
168 navy jackets, 157 navy jumpers and 548 pairs of boots. All of these items of uniform were 
discontinued in 2006 when the uniform was changed and upgraded to the now familiar orange 
and navy uniform. The discontinued boots were replaced by new steel toe capped boots. All 
items were donated by my Department in 2017 to a charity registered with the charity regulator. 

When the workwear uniforms were donated to the registered charity, they had zero mon-
etary value within Civil Defence as they were discontinued as the official workwear uniform in 
2006. 

The charity was selected based on their previous engagement with the National Ambulance 
Service. 

My Department has been examining the matter since mid September 2019 when my offi-
cials were first informed that the donation had not been managed by the charity as intended. As 
part of that examination my officials have been in contact with members of An Garda Síochána 
and with the Charity Regulator. The examination is ongoing. 

22/10/2019WRE03500Consultancy Contracts Data

22/10/2019WRE03600102. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the consul-
tancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the 
costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43311/19]

22/10/2019WRE03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table provides details of payments made from sub-head A 2.7, Consultancy Services, of the 
Revised Estimates Volume for Vote 36 for the period 1 January 2018 up to 1 January 2019 as 
requested by the Deputy.  The table also sets out, in relation to those payments, the consultancy 
service providers engaged by my Department and the reason for each service engagement.
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Service Provider Cost Consultancy Services De-
tails

Bureau Veritas €3,154.27 Professional Advice in Avia-
tion Matters

Sandra McDonald €6,765 Professional Taxation Ad-
vice Services

Circa Group €72,043.62 To establish the feasibility of 
the Institute of Peace Sup-
port and Leadership Training 
proposed under the 2015 
White Paper on Defence

22/10/2019WRE03800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRE03900103. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details 
of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 
to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43328/19]

22/10/2019WRE04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Pa-
per on Defence 2015, provides the strategic and comprehensive defence policy framework for 
the period up to 2025.  This policy framework is designed to be flexible and responsive.  It is 
within this context that the Government made a commitment to establish a fixed cycle of re-
views, every three years, to give assurance that defence policy remains up to date and relevant 
to changing circumstances.  The White Paper specifically provides that the first of these would 
be a White Paper Update.  Work on the Update commenced in 2018 and is now very close to 
finalisation. Following Government approval, the Update will be published. Work on the Up-
date has been carried out by civil and military personnel and, as such, no additional costs arise. 

The White Paper also sets out Government policy on Civil Defence and, in September 2018, 
I announced a review of the roles and functions of Civil Defence. The outcome of the review 
will be a policy document titled “Towards 2030” and this will inform the commitment made 
in the White Paper to update Civil Defence legislation. The review process got underway in 
September 2018 and work is expected to be concluded in the coming months. As work has been 
undertaken by officials from my Department, there have been no additional costs involved in 
carrying out this review.

22/10/2019WRE04100Curragh Plains Representative Forum

22/10/2019WRE04200104. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the engage-
ment between his Department, the Curragh forum and Kildare County Council regarding ongo-
ing land management and maintenance of the Curragh Plains; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43439/19]

22/10/2019WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, as Minister for Defence, pursuant to the provisions of the Curragh of Kildare Act 
1961, I am the custodian and guardian of the Curragh Plains.

My Department has met and is committed to involvement with Kildare County Council re-
garding plans for the future management of the Curragh.  Both the Department and the Council 
are cognisant of the need to ensure the conservation of this ancient landscape whilst recognising 
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that the Curragh Plains is also a working environment.  In relation to future infrastructure provi-
sion and services, my Department continues to engage regularly with Kildare County Council 
on many and various local issues in relation to the Plains including the future management of 
the Curragh Plains.

22/10/2019WRE04400Defence Forces Equipment

22/10/2019WRE04500105. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if funding 
will be available in 2020 to purchase additional 4x4 armoured utility vehicles and additional 
armoured logistic vehicles for the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43440/19]

22/10/2019WRE04600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to en-
able the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government both at home and 
overseas.

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. 
Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in the 
context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment pri-
orities planning process.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace 
and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide 
range of operational requirements, including response to security risks and other emergencies, 
both at home and overseas.

In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence has 
been increased to €113 million for 2020, an increase of €7 million. The National Development 
Plan provides for a total of €541 million for Defence over the period 2018-2022. This level of 
capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained 
equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant 
investment programme over recent years.  

In relation to the Army, there is ongoing investment in force protection, transport, com-
munications and information technology, weapons and ammunition.  Twenty four (24) 4 x 4 
Armoured Utility Vehicles were acquired in late 2017 and in 2018 the Defence Forces took 
delivery of ten (10) new armoured logistic vehicles. A significant investment is being made in 
the Army’s fleet of MOWAG Armoured Personnel Carriers. A multi-year mid-life upgrade pro-
gramme is underway at a cost of €55m plus VAT which will extend the utility of the fleet and 
provide greater levels of protection, mobility and firepower. To date twenty nine (29) upgraded 
vehicles have been delivered to the Defence Forces, with a further nine (9) due to return in early 
2020. 

The Defence Forces fleet of armoured and non-armoured vehicles is subject to regular re-
view to ensure that it meets operational requirements both at home and overseas. In this regard 
a requirement for additional 4x4 armoured utility vehicles has been identified and subject to 
consideration of a business case and assessment of associated cost, funding will be made avail-
able. At this time there are no plans for the purchase of additional armoured logistic vehicles 
for the Defence Forces. 

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary resources available to them, in-
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cluding a modern and effective range of equipment which is line with best international stan-
dards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government. 

22/10/2019WRE04700Army Barracks

22/10/2019WRE04800106. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when upgrade 
and refurbishment works to the cookhouse and dining hall at Custume Barracks, Athlone, will 
commence and be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43616/19]

22/10/2019WRE04900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As part of the 
ongoing Capital Building Programme designed to modernise and enhance the training, opera-
tional and accommodation facilities available to members of the Defence Forces, it was recog-
nised the need to refurbish and upgrade the existing Dining Hall at Custume Barracks for the 
purpose of providing a modern kitchen and dining facility to accommodate all ranks stationed 
at the Barracks. 

The main works contract, valued at €4.1m,  was awarded in October 2018 to Bourke Build-
ers Ltd, who were successful in a highly competitive tender competition.  Works started on site 
in October 2018 and are scheduled to be finished by the end of this year.  

22/10/2019WRE05000Air Corps Recruitment

22/10/2019WRE05100107. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a new recruit-
ment campaign for pilots and air traffic controllers will be launched before the end of 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43617/19]

22/10/2019WRE05200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Following on 
from the 2019 cadetships competition, the Air Corps inducted 10 new cadets on 7th October 
2019. Actions are also underway to increase the number of qualified Air Traffic Controller 
(ATC) personnel in the Air Corps with 4 commencing ATC training on 21st October 2019 and 
similar training planned for Q1 2020 for 3 student ATCs.

22/10/2019WRE05300Ministerial Meetings

22/10/2019WRE05400108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken with his Spanish counterpart recently. [42932/19]

22/10/2019WRE05500109. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Catalonia was discussed at the most recent EU meetings. [42933/19]

22/10/2019WRE05600122. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the imprisonment of nine Catalan political and civil society 
leaders for between 9 and 13 years by the Spanish Supreme Court in Madrid; if he has raised 
the case with his Spanish counterpart; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42985/19]

22/10/2019WRE05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 108, 109 and 122 together.

I am aware of the verdict of the Spanish Supreme Court to which the question refers and the 
reaction to the decision in Catalonia and the rest of Spain.
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The question of Catalan independence remains a deeply divisive and contentious issue in 
Spain.

Given the importance we attach to respect for the separation of powers, it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment on a case ruled upon by the Spanish courts. 

The constitutional and political arrangements in Spain are matters to be determined by its 
own citizens, through its democratic processes and institutions, in full respect of the rule of law.   
I want to reiterate Ireland’s respect for the constitutional and territorial integrity of Spain.

The freedom to express contesting views is essential in any democracy, but differences of 
opinion must be contested with full respect for the law and the rights of all citizens. This is the 
foundation that underpins and protects modern democratic societies.

I maintain regular contact with my Spanish counterpart on a range of issues, including the 
situation in Catalonia.

Our Ambassador in Spain and officials at the Embassy also continue to monitor the situation 
closely, including in the context of travel advice provided to Irish citizens.

22/10/2019WRE05900Brexit Preparations

22/10/2019WRE06000110. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the most up-to-date contingency plans his Department has put in place in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; his views on whether Border communities will face specific challenges in the event of 
such a scenario; the supports which will be provided to Border communities to mitigate the 
impacts of this scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42977/19]

22/10/2019WRE06100111. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the most up-to-date contingency plans his Department has put in place in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; and his plans in place to ensure that existing cross-Border services and infrastructures 
are protected on an all-island basis. [42978/19]

22/10/2019WRE06200112. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on whether Border communities will face specific challenges in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; the supports which will be provided to Border communities to mitigate the impacts of 
this scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42979/19]

22/10/2019WRE06300113. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department has revised contingency plans further to consultation with crisis management 
specialists to help deal with a no-deal Brexit crisis; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43005/19]

22/10/2019WRE06400114. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the latest contingency plans his Department has put in place in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and 
his plans in place to ensure that existing cross-Border services and infrastructures are protected 
on an all-island basis [43006/19]

22/10/2019WRE06500115. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on whether Border communities will face specific challenges in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; the supports which will be provided to Border communities to mitigate the impacts of 
this scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43007/19]

22/10/2019WRE06600120. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the status of plans to support and protect Border communities further to consultation with crisis 
management specialists to help deal with a no-deal Brexit crisis; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42980/19]

22/10/2019WRE06700123. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department has revised contingency plans further to consultation with crisis management 
specialists to help deal with a no-deal Brexit crisis; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42995/19]

22/10/2019WRE06800124. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the latest contingency plans his Department has put in place in the event of a no-deal Brexit; 
and his plans to ensure that existing cross-Border services and infrastructures are protected on 
an all-island basis. [42996/19]

22/10/2019WRE06900125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on whether Border communities will face specific challenges in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; the supports which will be provided to Border communities to mitigate the impacts of 
this scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42997/19]

22/10/2019WRE07000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 110 to 115, inclusive, 120 and 123 to 125, inclusive, together.

The Government’s detailed and comprehensive work across all sectors on no deal planning 
is guided by the priorities and actions set out in the Government’s Contingency Action Plan 
Update.  This Update, published on 9 July, takes forward the approach of the Contingency Ac-
tion Plan published in December 2018, and reflects extensive work on a whole-of-Government 
basis and at EU level on no deal contingency planning. 

Key elements of these preparations  include  the Brexit Omnibus Act passed by the Oireach-
tas and signed into law in March 2019. The last four budgets have all contained dedicated mea-
sures to get Ireland Brexit ready. Budget 2020 makes more than €1 billion available in the event 
of a no deal Brexit to help the people and businesses most affected, if and when they need it. 

The Government has put in place a range of contingency and mitigation measures across 
different sectors. The coordination and robustness of these measures continues to be reviewed 
and tested including through scenario planning, some of which has involved external expertise, 
and this continues to inform Government’s ongoing preparations and plans.

The Government is acutely conscious of the particular needs and vulnerabilities of the bor-
der region in the context of Brexit and particularly in the event of a no deal outcome. Mitigating 
the potential impact of Brexit, and the importance of avoiding a hard border, for people living in 
all the border counties is a key priority.  The measures provided for in Budget 2020 for a no deal 
scenario provide for funding to allow for further specific initiatives, targeting the most affected 
parts of the country – for example the border region – should that prove necessary.

Throughout the Brexit process there has been a strong understanding from our EU partners 
of the need to address these unique circumstances on the island of Ireland.  Ireland and our EU 
partners are united in our determination to do all we can, deal or no deal, to protect our citizens, 
our businesses, including those in border counties, and our peace. 

On 8 May the Irish and British Governments entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
reaffirming our joint commitment to the Common Travel Area, and to maintaining this long-
standing reciprocal arrangement under which Irish and British citizens can live, work, study, 
and access healthcare, social security and public services in each other’s jurisdictions.  This 
strong reassurance that the CTA will continue in all Brexit scenarios is an important one for our 
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citizens, in particular in border areas, and has been a focus of recent Brexit communications.

Cross border bus and rail transport services will continue to operate in the usual way and 
cross border health services are managed by service level agreements. Even in a no deal Brexit 
situation, these services and others like them will continue.

Government has put in place a range of measures to support businesses, including those in 
the border counties, to prepare for Brexit in all scenarios.  These measures include financial 
supports for businesses, and an intensified and individual business-focused outreach and en-
gagement programme by Revenue designed to support and assist businesses in understanding 
the potential impact of Brexit and how to prepare for and mitigate the risks, including by being 
prepared for new customs requirements.

22/10/2019WRF00300Brexit Negotiations

22/10/2019WRF00400116. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the details that were agreed or partially agreed regarding the withdrawal treaty at the General 
Affairs Council and Foreign Affairs Council meetings in October 2019. [43225/19]

22/10/2019WRF00500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Nego-
tiations on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union were not on the 
agenda of the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 14 October. 

I attended the meeting of the GAC in Article 50 format held on the morning of 15 October, 
during which the EU’s Chief Negotiator Michel Barnier briefed Ministers on the status of the 
then ongoing negotiations between the Taskforce and the UK Government.  

On 17 October, the European Council unanimously endorsed the revised Withdrawal Agree-
ment and Political Declaration agreed between the EU and UK negotiating teams earlier that 
day.

Both sets of negotiators have worked long and hard to achieve this decisive progress, with 
compromises on all sides. Ireland has worked closely with Michel Barnier and his team, as well 
as with the UK, to help deliver this positive outcome. 

22/10/2019WRF00600Good Friday Agreement

22/10/2019WRF00700117. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if there is a plan to address the serious and real concerns relating to citizenship consistent 
with the letter and spirit of the Good Friday Agreement following a ruling (details supplied). 
[43224/19]

22/10/2019WRF00800118. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has discussed the recent ruling on a case (details supplied) with his UK counterpart; if 
there were actions taken after the Taoiseach spoke to former UK Prime Minister, Mrs. Theresa 
May regarding same; and if there are implications for the Good Friday Agreement. [43223/19]

22/10/2019WRF00900126. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 15 of 8 October 2019, the action he will take following a 
decision regarding the citizenship of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43026/19]



22 October 2019

31

22/10/2019WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 117, 118 and 126 together.

The Citizenship and Identity provisions are central to the Good Friday Agreement and it is 
vital that they are upheld. The Government has consistently engaged with the British Govern-
ment in support of this, and we will continue to do so.

It is important to say that Ms. Emma De Souza is an Irish citizen, and this is provided for 
and protected under the Good Friday Agreement. I am informed that the De Souzas intend to 
appeal the decision of the Tribunal. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is keeping in 
regular contact with Emma and Jake De Souza on behalf of the Government. 

In December 2018, I wrote to the then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to raise the 
case of Emma De Souza, the concerns in relation to the Citizenship and Identity provisions of 
the Good Friday Agreement, and to ask for a review of the issues.

In February, then Prime Minister Theresa May acknowledged the serious concerns in this 
area and pledged to “review the issues around citizenship urgently to deliver a long term solu-
tion consistent with the letter and spirit” of the Agreement.

In this context, the decision of the Tribunal in the De Souza case on Monday does not define 
the extent of the British Government’s obligations under the Good Friday Agreement.

In the Good Friday Agreement, the Governments “recognise the birthright of all the people 
of Northern Ireland to identify themselves and be accepted as Irish or British, or both” and 
“confirm that their right to hold both British and Irish citizenship is accepted by both Govern-
ments”.

The Good Friday Agreement therefore includes an explicit right to both Irish and British 
citizenship, and an explicit right of people to identify and be accepted as Irish or British or both.

It is imperative that people in Northern Ireland have confidence in these provisions of the 
Agreement, in letter and in spirit. To provide for that, a positive outcome to the review man-
dated by the British Government is now urgently needed.

The Government is actively engaged in seeking that, in our bilateral contacts with the Brit-
ish Government at the highest levels and through the framework of the British Irish Intergov-
ernmental Conference, where the two Governments are also discussing Citizenship and Identity 
issues under the Agreement more broadly.

The Taoiseach raised the De Souza case with Prime Minister May and has confirmed that 
he will also raise it with Prime Minister Johnson. I raised the case with the current Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland again at our meeting on Tuesday 15 October, underlining the pressing 
need for a positive outcome to the review by the British Government. 

Sensitive and generous approaches by the British Government are needed to ensure that 
the right of people in Northern Ireland to identify as Irish, or British, or both is meaningfully 
provided for in all relevant policy areas.

The Government will continue to strongly pursue this with the British Government, as a co-
guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement.

22/10/2019WRF01200Foreign Policy
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22/10/2019WRF01300119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42971/19]

22/10/2019WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land’s relationship with China is broad and wide-ranging, covering political, trade, education, 
and people to people links. We share strong links in a range of areas, though there are neverthe-
less a number of differences in our relationship. In this context, Ireland frequently raises points 
of concern with the Chinese Government directly and in appropriate multilateral fora. 

 At a bilateral level, Ireland and our partners in the EU discuss human rights concerns during 
political and official contacts with the Chinese authorities. In April this year, the EU also raised 
human rights concerns with China at both the annual EU-China Summit and the EU-China Hu-
man Rights Dialogue. Ireland and the EU also regularly raise human rights concerns in multi-
lateral fora, in particular at the Human Rights Council. With regard to Hong Kong, Ireland and 
the EU have been consistent in our support for the One Country, Two Systems principle. As I 
have noted previously in this House, Ireland supports freedom of assembly and expression, and 
calls on all sides to refrain from violence. We have consistently encouraged engagement in a 
broad-based and inclusive dialogue.

Ireland will continue to raise issues of concern with the Chinese authorities as they arise. 
This does not however preclude us from developing our trade relations and from encouraging 
our educational institutions to engage in collaboration with Chinese institutions. I can assure the 
Deputy that in the pursuit of our bilateral relations, I and my Department take the full breadth 
of Ireland’s values and interests into account to ensure that the best outcomes for Ireland are 
achieved. 

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 110.

22/10/2019WRF01600Religious Persecution

22/10/2019WRF01700121. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to statements from the UN Special Rapporteur, Mr. Daniel Kra-
vetz, on the situation of human rights in Eritrea; if his attention has been further drawn to the 
fact that members of Christian denominations have recently been targeted for harassment by the 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42984/19]

22/10/2019WRF01800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea has expressed con-
cern over the curtailment of church activities in Eritrea and the arrest and detention of members 
of the Orthodox and Christian congregations. 

On 12 June 2019, the Eritrean authorities ordered the seizure of all health centres managed 
by the Catholic Church in Eritrea. The seizure is believed to be in response to a pastoral letter 
issued on 29 April in which Eritrea’s four Catholic bishops called on the authorities to adopt a 
comprehensive truth and reconciliation plan to promote dialogue and strengthen peacebuilding, 
and urged the authorities to implement reforms. 

The Special Rapporteur has urged the Eritrean Government to allow the Eritrean people to 
exercise their right to freedom of religion or belief and to release those who have been impris-
oned for their religious beliefs.

Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irre-
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spective of where they occur or who the victims are.   We are committed to promoting freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion, as well as the rights of persons belonging to religious 
minorities.  This commitment to promoting freedom of religion or belief is reaffirmed in the 
Global Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World. 

Ireland consistently raises the issues of intolerance and advocates for inclusive societies at 
the UN’s Human Rights Council, including during the Council’s Universal Periodic Review of 
the human rights records of UN Member States. We consistently support EU-led resolutions on 
freedom of religion or belief, most recently at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council in 
March 2019 and the 73rd   session of the UN General Assembly in November 2018.

We are also members of the International Contact Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
a cross-regional and informal network which aims to encourage information sharing and coop-
eration between Governments to discuss joint advocacy strategies in the promotion and protec-
tion of freedom of religion or belief internationally.

Within the EU, Ireland works with partners to address persecution on the basis of religion 
or belief, as well as that experienced by religious minorities. We played a key role in the adop-
tion of EU Guidelines on Freedom of Religion or Belief during our Presidency of the Council 
of the EU in 2013.   The current EU Action Plan for Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019 
includes an explicit reference to the promotion of freedom of religion or belief, and we will 
continue to work to ensure that freedom of religion or belief is addressed within the framework 
of the EU’s external human rights policy.

Together with our EU partners, we remain strongly committed to addressing the human 
rights situation in Eritrea. In line with Article 8 of the Cotonou agreement, the EU and Member 
States representatives accredited to Eritrea regularly discuss political issues of mutual interest, 
notably human rights and migration. The EU Special Representative for the Horn of Africa, 
whose task it is to actively contribute to regional and international efforts to achieve lasting 
peace and security in the region, and Eamon Gilmore, in his capacity as the EU Special Rep-
resentative for Human Rights, have visited Eritrea for discussions with senior Government 
officials.

My Department will continue to monitor the situation in Eritrea, including through Ireland’s 
Embassy in Nairobi, and in cooperation with the EU Delegation in Asmara.

  Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 108.

  Question Nos. 123  to 125, inclusive, answered with Question No. 110.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 117.  Question No. 126 answered with 
Question No. 117.

22/10/2019WRF02400Middle East Issues

22/10/2019WRF02500127. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Israeli Minister of the Interior has stated that 
they are taking action to force a person (details supplied) out of Israel; if he has raised the case 
with his Israeli counterpart; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43031/19]

22/10/2019WRF02600129. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to renewed attempts by the Israeli Government to deport a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43159/19]
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22/10/2019WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 127 and 129 together.

The person in question is a leading advocate of the movement for boycott, divestment and 
sanctions, BDS, against Israel, which is intended to pressure Israel into ending the occupation. 
While the Government does not itself support such a policy, it is a legitimate political view-
point, albeit one regarded in Israel as deeply hostile.

I do not agree with attempts to demonise those who advocate this policy.

In this case, my officials are not aware of any recent actions taken by the Israeli authorities, 
however, comments reported in the press suggest that the residency status of the individual to 
which the Deputy refers may be reviewed. My Department will continue to monitor this case 
through our Missions in the region.

More broadly, the issue of revocation of residence is one we have raised before with the 
Israeli authorities. I am deeply concerned about wider attempts to pressure NGOs and human 
rights defenders through legislation and other means to hinder their important work. We have 
raised this both at EU level and directly with the Israeli authorities.

22/10/2019WRF02800Colombian Peace Process

22/10/2019WRF02900128. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to recent attacks in Colombia (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43032/19]

22/10/2019WRF03000130. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken to his Colombian counterpart on the assertion by the special jurisdiction 
for peace in Colombia that between 500 and 600 persons could be buried in unmarked graves 
in the zone of the Hidroituango construction project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43243/19]

22/10/2019WRF03100135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the implementation of the peace process in Colombia; the actions taken by Ireland 
and the EU to ensure that the peace accords are implemented in full; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43366/19]

22/10/2019WRF03200136. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
Ireland and the EU have made clear to the Colombian Government the need to ensure that the 
peace agreement is implemented in full and that there can be no backsliding in that regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43367/19]

22/10/2019WRF03300137. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the actions taken by the EU and the international community to protect human rights defenders 
in Colombia and in particular female human rights defenders; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43368/19]

22/10/2019WRF03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 128, 130, and 135 to 137, inclusive, together.

I understand that the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) has this month been hearing argu-
ments regarding disappeared persons who might be buried in the zone of the Hidroituango dam 
in the region of Antioquia, and will decide whether to issue precautionary measures in this area. 
I understand that this is a process that will involve engagement with a number of stakeholders 
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and bodies, including local groups, NGOs, the Governor of Antioquia, the project owners and 
the Unit for the Search of Disappeared Persons (UBPD). This matter demonstrates the crucial 
importance of the JEP, the UBPD, and the other bodies established under the peace agreement 
to ensure justice and reconciliation for those affected by the conflict which lasted for more than 
50 years.  

I am also aware of the worrying levels of violence, threats and intimidation against a number 
of groups in Colombia, particularly human rights defenders, members of civil society organi-
sations, former combatants and those engaged in political activity. I wholeheartedly condemn 
such threats or attacks and would like to reiterate Ireland’s strong conviction that everyone’s 
right to freedom of expression, to defend their rights and to participate in public life must be 
respected. 

Ireland is a long-standing and deeply committed supporter of the Colombian peace process. 
I firmly believe that Colombia’s peace accord provides the framework in which the endemic 
violence and impunity which has afflicted Colombian society for decades can successfully be 
addressed. 

I am concerned by any developments that might undermine the significant progress that has 
been made in securing peace in Colombia but, as we know from our own experience on the 
island of Ireland, peacebuilding is an ongoing process that will encounter many obstacles and 
setbacks along the way.  

Ireland remains committed to supporting the Colombian Government in its efforts to over-
come these challenges, something which I emphasised in my meeting with Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Colombia, H.E. Carlos Holmes Trujillo, during his visit to Dublin last month. I as-
sured Minister Trujillo that we see our partnership with Colombia in sharing experience of 
peacebuilding as a long term commitment. We agreed that we had much to learn from each 
other as we strive to build and maintain peace in our two countries. 

Ireland has provided over €14 million in funding to Colombia since 2007, focusing on the 
areas of human rights, conflict prevention, peacebuilding and supporting livelihoods for rural 
populations. The Department provides funding directly to the United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia to support its important work in promoting 
and protecting human rights, including in some of Colombia’s most isolated and challenging 
regions, as well as to the Inter American Commission on Human Rights, which provides pro-
tection measures to community leaders and activists operating in Colombia and elsewhere in 
Latin America. 

My Department also provides funding to the UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund for Colombia, 
which works to support stabilisation in areas affected by the conflict, towards reincorporation 
of former combatants, and to support victims and systems of transitional justice, including by 
working to strengthen the Special Jurisdiction for Peace. 

In addition, Ireland was a founding member of the EU Trust Fund for Colombia, and will 
contribute €3 million over the five-year lifespan of the Fund. The Fund finances projects tar-
geted at the marginalised rural areas of Colombia which have been most affected by conflict, 
and all projects incorporate a human rights and gender perspective.

Ireland also provides support to the Colombian Government through a series of lesson shar-
ing programmes based on our experience of peacebuilding and reconciliation on the island of 
Ireland. In June, my Department supported the provision of technical inputs to the office of Dr. 
Emilio Archila, Presidential Counsellor for Stabilisation and Consolidation of Colombia, who 
is responsible for the implementation of the peace accords. Officials at my Department were 
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also pleased to meet with him last month when he travelled to Dublin for a series of meetings. 

The peace process is fundamental to improving the human rights situation in the country, 
which I am aware is difficult for many human rights defenders across Colombia. During the 
recent visits of Minister Trujillo and Presidential Counsellor Archilla, I understand that civil 
society organisations supporting the work of human rights defenders in the country had the 
opportunity to engage directly on these issues and on measures the Government is taking to 
protect human rights defenders.      

Officials at my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in Bogotá engage regularly with 
human rights defenders in Colombia. Last week officials in Dublin met with Christian Aid and 
representatives of Sisma Mujer, a partner organisation of women human rights defenders active 
in Colombia. Ireland welcomes engagement with these groups and we are pleased to support 
the valuable work that they do in defence of human rights and in support of the implementation 
of the peace accords in Colombia. 

I will continue to monitor developments on this issue closely. My officials in Dublin and 
Bogotá will continue Ireland’s regular engagement with relevant stakeholders across Colombia, 
including the Colombian government, human rights defenders, multilateral organisations and 
our EU partners, in support of human rights and the full implementation of the peace agreement 
in the country. 

  Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 127.

  Question No. 130 answered with Question No. 128.

22/10/2019WRF03700Human Rights

22/10/2019WRF03800131. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps being taken in respect of prisoners of conscience who are imprisoned in Bah-
rain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43247/19]

22/10/2019WRF03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The hu-
man rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern. Although Bahrain has repeatedly 
stated its commitment to improving its human rights record and safeguarding human rights as 
enshrined in the Bahraini Constitution, there are ongoing instances of violations of fundamental 
freedoms there, including violations of freedom of opinion and expression, as well as the tar-
geting of human rights defenders. Ireland attaches a high priority to safeguarding human rights 
defenders, and continually advocates for freedom for civil society actors to operate in a safe and 
enabling environment, without repression.  

I am aware of reports of inhumane detention conditions as well as allegations that political 
prisoners in Bahrain have been tortured. Ireland urges all States to safeguard the human rights 
of prisoners and detainees and is committed to the prevention and eradication of torture and 
other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy and we consistently 
seek to raise our concerns on human rights issues through the most appropriate and effective 
channels. Our active participation at the UN Human Rights Council is particularly important 
in that regard. Ireland regularly raises the case of human rights in Bahrain at that forum, in the 
form of national statements and its support to EU Statements. For example, in September 2018, 
Ireland expressed concerns about the ongoing restrictions on civil society space and the treat-
ment of human rights defenders, and called on Bahrain to respect freedom of opinion and ex-
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pression. In February 2019, Ireland reiterated concern at the ongoing detention of human rights 
defenders. In our Item 4 statement at the Human Rights Council in July 2019, Ireland called 
on Bahrain to ensure respect for freedom of opinion and expression, and the right to a fair trial. 
Ireland also took the opportunity at the most recent Council in September 2019 to reiterate its 
opposition to the use of the death penalty in all circumstances.

Since 2012, Ireland has signed five Human Rights Council joint statements on the human 
rights situation in Bahrain, which expressed concern on a number of fronts including the mis-
treatment of detainees, repression of demonstrations, and the arbitrary deprivation of national-
ity without due process. 

Our principled stance on human rights also feeds into our bilateral dialogue and we raise 
our human rights concerns directly with the Bahraini authorities at every opportunity. When I 
met the Bahraini Foreign Minister in New York last month I made a point of raising the human 
rights situation directly with him, expressing the hope that we can have an open and honest 
discussion on these issues. In addition, officials from my Department meet regularly with advo-
cacy groups and Bahraini human rights defenders to discuss the situation in Bahrain. 

With regard to the rights of prisoners and detainees in general, Ireland co-sponsored HRC 
Resolution 36/16, which calls upon States to ‘investigate promptly, effectively and impartially 
all alleged human rights violations and abuses suffered by persons deprived of their liberty, in 
particular cases involving death, torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish-
ment, to provide effective remedies to the victims, and to ensure that detention administrations 
cooperate fully with the investigating authority and preserve all evidence’. Ireland has also co-
sponsored; Resolution 30/7, concerning human rights in the administration of justice; Resolu-
tion 31/31, concerning torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; 
and UN General Assembly Resolution 71/188, also concerning human rights in the administra-
tion of justice.

My Department will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bah-
raini Government to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human 
rights. We shall do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU and international 
level, whenever opportunities arise.

22/10/2019WRF04000Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRF04100132. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 
1 January 2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service 
engagement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43315/19]

22/10/2019WRF04200133. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 
1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43332/19]

22/10/2019WRF04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 132 and 133 together.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is responsible for two Votes - Vote 27 (Inter-
national Co-operation) and Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade).

The Department seeks to minimize expenditure on consultants. It commissions external ex-
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pertise in line with national and EU procurement rules in areas where highly specialised skills 
are not available, in particular where independent evaluation of projects is required. During the 
course of their engagement, these consultants and experts may prepare reports and other analy-
sis or documentation for the Department.

In-depth analysis of issues by external experts has informed, and continues to inform, the 
Department’s policies, allowing for a more targeted use of resources and greater accountability 
in the allocation of budgets.  

Consultancy Services and Value for Money and Policy Reviews are charged to subhead Ad-
ministration (vii) in both Votes. Details of the amount of expenditure for these under subhead 
Administration (vii) in 2018, and up to 18 October 2019, and the reason for each service are 
detailed in the following table.

Details of Subhead Administration (vii) Consultancy Services and Value for Money 
and Policy Reviews 2018

Name Costs Reason 
Fitzpatrick Associates   €  25,830   For the provision of evalu-

ation-related services to the 
Evaluation and Audit Unit of 
the Department of   Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.   

RA Consulting   €   6,900   Customised Workshop Pro-
gramme to   develop Objec-
tives and Key Performance 
Indicators for Managing the   
Performance of Business 
Units.   

Democrashe (Bronagh Hinds 
and Debbie   Donnelly)   

€  14,367   A Final Review of Ireland’s 
second National Action 
Plan on UNSCR 1325 (the   
Women, Peace and Secu-
rity Agenda). Building on a 
mid-term review undertaken   
in 2016, the purpose of the 
final review was to measure 
progress in the   implemen-
tation of commitments and 
plans set out in Ireland’s 
second National   Action 
Plan on Women, Peace and 
Security 2015-2018.   
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Name Costs Reason 
Leading Edge   €  24,293   Giving effect to a com-

mitment in the   National 
Plan on Business and Hu-
man Rights, a tender was 
awarded to Leading   Edge 
for the baseline assessment 
of the legislative and regula-
tory framework   pertaining 
to business and human rights 
as it applies in Ireland.   

Tara Shine and Martin le 
Tissier   

€   28,895   Small Island Developing 
States Scoping   Exercise – 
to inform development of a 
new strategy for engagement 
with Small   Island Develop-
ing States. The Strategy was 
subsequently launched in 
June 2019.   

Tara Shine   €  14,760   Concept Paper on Earth Air 
and Oceans   to contribute 
to DFAT’s and the broader 
Government’s work on 
responding to   the challenge 
of climate change.    

Deirdre Clancy €  11,782   Consultancy for Somalia 
Strategy.

22/10/2019WRF04500Brexit Issues

22/10/2019WRF04600134. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Irish citizens living in Northern Ireland will have access to the European Court of Justice in 
the event of a no-deal Brexit. [43358/19]

22/10/2019WRF04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
European Union citizenship of Irish citizens in Northern Ireland continues under all circum-
stances, including a no deal Brexit. As Union citizens, Irish citizens in Northern Ireland will 
continue to enjoy the right to move and reside freely throughout the EU, benefiting from the 
important right not to be discriminated against on the grounds of nationality while doing so. 
They will continue to be able to rely on EU law in the courts of the Member States and to seek, 
for example, a preliminary reference to the European Court of Justice. In the event of a no-deal 
Brexit, however, the courts in Northern Ireland will no longer make such preliminary refer-
ences. The rules governing the standing for individuals to bring a direct form of action – such as 
an action under Article 263 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union challenging 
the legality of an EU legal act – are very strict. An individual may institute such proceedings 
against an EU act that is addressed to that person or which is of direct and individual concern to 
them, or against a regulatory act which is of direct concern to them and does not entail imple-
menting measures. If these conditions were fulfilled, an Irish citizen living in Northern Ireland 
would be able to institute proceedings before the European Court of Justice. In the event of a 
no-deal Brexit, however, EU law would no longer apply in Northern Ireland, and so it is likely 
to be in only very particular circumstances that these conditions would be fulfilled. 
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Under any scenario for the UK’s exit from the European Union, the obligations and com-
mitments of the Irish and UK Governments under the Good Friday Agreement remain and the 
Government will continue to work with the UK Government as co-guarantor to secure the full 
implementation of the Agreement.

There is an onus on the UK Government to protect the Good Friday Agreement in all its 
parts in any scenario, and it should ensure relevant issues are part of its detailed position and 
pursued in the discussions on the EU-UK future relationship. The UK has also made a commit-
ment that there will be no diminution of rights arising from Brexit and it is important that this 
is something that would be maintained by the UK under a no deal scenario. Also, as provided 
for under the Good Friday Agreement, the European Convention on Human Rights will remain 
incorporated in law in Northern Ireland, and the UK Government has confirmed its membership 
of the Convention.

The Government will continue to proactively engage to ensure that people in Northern 
Ireland continue to enjoy access to EU rights, opportunities, and benefits in to the future.  The 
Government has made commitments in respect of access to the benefits of the European Health 
Insurance Card and the Erasmus+ programme in the context of a no deal scenario and the Gov-
ernment is committed to achieving the outcome that the people of Northern Ireland can access 
these entitlements in any circumstance. 

It is important to note that in the event of an orderly Brexit, under Article 18 of the With-
drawal Agreement, the transition period would ensure no change in terms of access under EU 
law until December 2020 at the earliest. 

  Questions Nos. 135 to 137, inclusive, answered with Question No. 128.

22/10/2019WRF05100Emigrant Support Services

22/10/2019WRF05200138. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the implementation of the recommendations in a report (details supplied) on ad-
dressing barriers facing returning Irish emigrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43369/19]

22/10/2019WRF05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Indecon Economic Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning Irish 
Emigrants made thirty recommendations, twenty of which  have been addressed. Of the remain-
ing 10 areas, 8 have been partially addressed or are pending further policy development. Two 
recommendations were not accepted. 

Among the recommendations that have been addressed most recently is the development 
of a single-window information service for returning Irish emigrants. This service, which was 
initially developed by my Department, is now operated by the Citizens Information Board with 
support from my Department. Discussions between my Department and the Citizen’s Informa-
tion Board about further strengthening this resource and targeting the information provided 
more closely to the identified needs of returnees are currently underway. This service allows 
returning Irish emigrants to plan more effectively for their move back home.

The Interdepartmental Committee on the Irish Abroad, at its meeting in November 2019, 
will discuss progress made to date in addressing the recommendations contained in the Indecon 
Report. A report of progress will be submitted to the Government. 
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22/10/2019WRF05400Syrian Conflict

22/10/2019WRF05500139. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps taken by the EU and the international community to protect Kurds in northern Syria 
in view of the military operation by Turkey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43370/19]

22/10/2019WRF05600141. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if economic and other sanctions proposed to be imposed on Turkey were discussed at 
the most recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting for its military action on the Syria/Turkey 
border. [43400/19]

22/10/2019WRF05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 139 and 141 together.

Ireland is deeply troubled by Turkey’s unilateral military action in Syria, which has severely 
destabilised a region which is still reeling from the fight against ISIS. I am particularly con-
cerned about the humanitarian impact of the action and the further displacements of civilian 
populations that are occurring as a result.  

While we understand Turkey’s security concerns about its own territory,   these concerns 
should be addressed through political and diplomatic means. I have stressed that the protection 
of civilians and respect for international humanitarian law must be paramount.  

At the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 October, my colleagues and I condemned this ac-
tion, and Member States agreed to halt arms export licensing to Turkey. The Conclusions of the 
Foreign Affairs Council were endorsed by the European Council on 17 October. 

Officials from my Department met the Turkish Ambassador on 11 October, and made Ire-
land’s views on the situation clear. We emphasised our belief that these hostilities will under-
mine stability and threaten progress achieved in the fight against ISIS. 

The rights of local populations in north-east Syria, including the Kurdish population, must 
be respected. The EU has been clear that any attempt at demographic change would be unac-
ceptable, and that no stabilisation assistance will be provided in areas where the rights of lo-
cal populations are ignored. Ireland and the EU have maintained that returns of refugees and 
internally-displaced people to their places of origin must be voluntary, dignified and safe. It is 
unlikely that the so-called ‘safe zone’ in north-east Syria, as envisaged by Turkey, would satisfy 
international criteria for refugee return as laid down by UNHCR.  

Ireland is a strong and consistent humanitarian donor to the Syria crisis response. In March 
2019, Ireland pledged a further €25 million to the crisis, bringing the total amount of humanitar-
ian assistance committed to the Syria crisis to over €143 million since 2012 – our largest ever 
response to any single crisis. This funding is provided on the basis of humanitarian principles 
of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, and therefore is not targeted at any one 
ethnic group. 

However, it does include cross-border funding into northern Syria, and Ireland has been in 
contact with partners in recent days about their response in response to the upsurge in displace-
ments and increased humanitarian need in north-east Syria as a result of the military offensive. 
A number of Ireland’s humanitarian partners work in north-east Syria, including the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the World Food Programme (WFP) and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). For example, WFP is currently assisting 
over 100,000 people with emergency food assistance in north-east Syria. 
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All military action in Syria risks undermining the work of the UN in attempting to facilitate 
a negotiated end to the conflict, and a political transition which meets the legitimate aspirations 
of the Syrian people. I take this opportunity to reiterate Ireland’s strong support for the work of 
the UN Special Envoy and urge all parties to engage with the UN-led process.

22/10/2019WRG00200Human Rights

22/10/2019WRG00300140. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to plans in Uganda to introduce laws that would make homosexual 
acts punishable by law; his plans to convey to Ugandan authorities opposition to such laws; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43371/19]

22/10/2019WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): I am aware of the disturbing reports from Uganda regarding support for the re-tabling of 
a bill which would impose the death penalty on LGBTI individuals. A similar bill was rejected 
five years ago by the Constitutional Court of Uganda.   

‘The Global Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World’ states clearly that: “We 
are committed to promoting the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LG-
BTI) individuals, who continue to suffer disproportionate levels of violence and face systemic 
discrimination in many countries.”   

This sets a context for the Government’s deep concern relating to this matter. There is no 
situation in which a person’s fundamental human rights should be prejudiced, stigmatised or 
endangered in any way because of their sexual orientation.   

Although these reports are taken very seriously, a Ugandan Government spokesperson has 
since clarified that the Government does not intend to introduce any new anti-LGBTI bill. This 
stance was reiterated by several senior Government Ministers in meetings with EU Ambassa-
dors and officials in the days after this statement issued.   

My Department, including through the Embassy of Ireland in Kampala, is closely monitor-
ing the situation in Uganda and working closely with partners in support of the protection and 
promotion of human rights.

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 139.

22/10/2019WRG00600Retail Sector

22/10/2019WRG00700142. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the considerable length of time it will take to introduce changes to the approximately 15,000 
retail sites that support the retail export scheme, including upgrades to third-party international 
acquiring EPOS systems and the redesigning of VAT refund marketing collateral in a post-
Brexit no-deal scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43611/19]

22/10/2019WRG00800159. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance if the current retail export 
scheme refund threshold of €0.01 will be preserved if the UK applies the VAT retail export 
scheme to EU countries in a post-Brexit no-deal scenario as is the case with duty free shopping; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43596/19]

22/10/2019WRG00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142 
and 159 together.
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The provision concerning the restrictions and conditions that may be applied to the Retail 
Export Scheme in the event of a no-deal Brexit was included in the Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019, which became law 
on March 17 of this year.  At that time, I made clear my intention that if the UK did not extend 
their Retail Export Scheme to visitors from Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, then I would 
introduce the restrictions provided for in the Act.  My plans in this regard have been clearly 
signalled for some time and it is a matter for businesses to factor this development into their 
preparations. The only change for retailers at an operational level will be that purchases that do 
not exceed €175 will not be eligible for the scheme, and these purchases will simply go through 
the retailer’s conventional sales channels.

22/10/2019WRG01000Insurance Costs

22/10/2019WRG01100143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
regarding insurance (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42967/19]

22/10/2019WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions 
of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies to 
provide cover to any particular individual or category of individuals, including those that had 
previously been in the position outlined in the details supplied.

It is my understanding that insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their 
individual decisions on whether to offer insurance cover and what terms to apply.  My under-
standing also is that insurance companies do not all use the same combination of rating factors, 
and as a result prices and availability of cover varies across the market.  In addition, insurance 
companies will price in accordance with their own past claims experience.

To be helpful, my officials contacted Insurance Ireland about this specific issue.  Insurance 
Ireland stated that insurers will generally ask pertinent questions that will be of assistance to 
them in assessing risk when making underwriting decisions. In addition, they stated that each 
individual insurers will have their own underwriting and acceptance criteria.  

Finally, Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service (IIS) for those who 
have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  Insurance Ireland can 
be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01 676 1820.

22/10/2019WRG01300Help-To-Buy Scheme

22/10/2019WRG01400144. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
regarding mortgages (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43004/19]

22/10/2019WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive is a 
scheme to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment. The incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legisla-
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tion.   

Section 477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 outlines the conditions that apply to 
the HTB scheme.  One such condition is that a qualifying first-time buyer must take out a loan 
in an amount equal to at least 70% of either the purchase price of the property in the case of a 
purchased house, or the value of the property in the case of a self-build house. The valuation 
of a self-build house is as approved by the lender, determined in accordance with the Central 
Bank’s macro prudential rules.  These rules stipulate the valuation as being the site cost plus the 
cost of construction.

I am advised by Revenue that the process for a first-time purchaser will involve two stages. 
There will be an initial Application, followed subsequently by a Claim for Rebate.  In making 
the initial Application, it is anticipated that a person who intends to avail of the HTB scheme 
may not yet have made his or her final decision regarding the house or apartment he or she 
wishes to purchase or the choice of lending institution. To facilitate first-time buyers in making 
those decisions, following receipt of an Application and subject to the applicant satisfying the 
terms of the scheme, Revenue will notify the applicant of the maximum tax rebate that may be 
available to them.  The prospective purchaser is then able to share this information with a lend-
ing institution when negotiating a loan. 

When purchasers have determined the choice of residence and negotiated their mortgage, 
they can complete their Claim for Rebate.  At that stage, they will be in a position to provide 
Revenue with details of the property, the purchase price / valuation and the mortgage approv-
al.  A key requirement for the relief is that the minimum loan-to-value ratio of 70% mentioned 
above must be observed.  As part of the Claim for Rebate process, the vendor will be required 
to confirm to Revenue the details of the contract to enable the payment of the rebate to be made.  
In the case of a self-build, the solicitor acting on behalf of the first-time buyer will be required 
to make the necessary confirmation to Revenue; once verified, the refund is paid. 

As the loan-to-value ratio of the property in the case outlined by the Deputy is stated to be 
less than 70%, that person’s application does not meet the conditions required to qualify for 
HTB relief. 

Revenue does not have discretion to vary the conditions for qualification for relief under the 
HTB scheme.

22/10/2019WRG01600Insurance Costs

22/10/2019WRG01700145. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the progress made in address-
ing the high cost of insurance for businesses here including the expected implementation of 
measures in the Judicial Council Act 2019 in addition to other measures that would facilitate 
small businesses that are in the position of having to close down due to their inability to obtain 
an insurance quote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43108/19]

22/10/2019WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the issues facing many 
small businesses when it comes to the affordability and availability of insurance. Neither I, nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
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price or the level of cover to be provided either to consumers or businesses.

However, I acknowledge the general problems faced by many consumers, businesses, and 
community and voluntary groups, in relation to the cost and availability of insurance.  I also ap-
preciate that there is some frustration about the perceived pace of reform.  Unfortunately, there 
is no single policy or legislative “silver bullet” to immediately stem or reverse premium price 
rises.  This is because there are many constraints faced by the Government in trying to address 
this issue in particular the fact that for constitutional reasons, it cannot direct the courts as to the 
award levels that should be applied and for legal reasons it cannot direct insurance companies 
as to the pricing level which they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance.

Notwithstanding the above, I wish to reemphasise however that this issue remains a priority 
for the Government.  The Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), which was established in 
July 2016, has produced two reports, and is continuing to work to implement the recommen-
dations of the Cost of Motor Insurance Report and the Cost of Employer and Public Liability 
Insurance Report.  The Deputy should note that through the work of the CIWG, there is a rec-
ognition that the single most essential challenge which must be addressed if we are to overcome 
the current cost and availability problems is to provide for a sustainable reduction in insurance 
costs.

In this regard, the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission and the publication 
of its two reports, which included a benchmarking of award levels between Ireland and other 
jurisdictions for the first time has been very helpful in identifying the scale of the problem that 
is faced. This research showed that award levels for soft tissue injuries in Ireland were 4.4 times 
higher than in England and Wales. The PIC recommended that a Judicial Council be established 
and that it should compile guidelines for appropriate general damages for various types of per-
sonal injury. In carrying out this exercise, the PIC believes that the Judiciary will take account 
of the jurisprudence of the Court of Appeal, the results of its benchmarking exercise, etc.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government with the support of all parties in the Oireachtas 
prioritised the passing of the Judicial Council Act.  This Act provides for the establishment of a 
Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee upon the formal establishment of the Judicial Council.  
This Committee is tasked with introducing new guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum.  
While the Government cannot interfere in their deliberations, I would hope that the Judiciary 
will recognise the importance of this issue and prioritise it accordingly.  I would note that the 
legislation requires that the Committee be established within three months of the first meeting 
of the Judicial Council, and that the first draft of guidelines be submitted to the Judicial Council 
Board within six months of this date. These guidelines will be reviewed at least once in every 
three year period following the completion of the first review.

Other steps taken to date to address the spiralling cost of insurance include the following: 

- The establishment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank to in-
crease transparency around the future cost of private motor insurance.  The CBI is due to make 
its first report by the end of 2019, and will make recommendations to me regarding potentially 
expanding its scope to include employer and public liability insurance;

- Reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019 to strengthen the powers of PIAB around compliance with 
its procedures;

- Commencement of the amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts 
Act 2004 to align the timeframes by which claims should be notified to businesses with GDPR 
time limits on the keeping of CCTV footage to make it easier for businesses and insurers to 



Questions - Written Answers

46

challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

- The reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers, resulting from the failure of Setanta Insurance; 

- Various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, as well as the recent decision by the 
Garda Commissioner to develop a divisional focus on insurance fraud which will be guided by 
the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau (GNECB) which will also train Gardaí all over the 
country on investigating insurance fraud, and the recent raids under Operation Coatee, which 
targets insurance-related criminality, and;

- The commencement and prioritisation by the Law Reform Commission (LRC) of its work 
to undertake a detailed analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound legisla-
tion to delimit or cap the amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of some or 
all categories of personal injuries, as part of its Fifth Programme of Law Reform.

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor in-
surance (CSO figures from September 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, particularly those 
relevant to businesses.

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that important reforms are taking place and 
that I am confident that if the level of awards are reduced as a result of the Personal Injuries 
Guidelines Committee, then the insurance premium and coverage issues that are being expe-
rienced by the leisure, sports and tourism sectors and many businesses more generally should 
recede.

22/10/2019WRG01900Tax Code

22/10/2019WRG02000146. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing 
a long paying tax credit for PAYE taxpayers who have been consistently paying tax for over 30 
years or more as a gesture of gratitude for their contribution to the State; if such tax payers are 
recognised in the tax code at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43214/19]

22/10/2019WRG02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am satisfied that, in the context of 
limited resources, the tax code already recognises those who have contributed to the State for a 
long period through measures that reduce the amount of tax that such persons pay in retirement.

For example, a person aged 65 and over is fully exempt from income tax where his or her 
total income from all sources is less than the relevant exemption limit of €36,000 in the case 
of a married couple or civil partners and €18,000 for a single individual.  Where a couple have 
dependent children, the exemption limit is increased by €575 per child for the first 2 children 
and €830 for each child thereafter. Where an individual exceeds the exemption limit, he or she 
is liable to tax based on the normal system of tax rates, rate bands and tax credits, subject to the 
application of marginal relief where relevant. 

Other supports for the over 65s may apply depending on personal circumstances, including 
the Age Tax Credit which is available to all individuals aged 65 or over who do not qualify for 
an exemption from income tax. This credit is currently set at €245 for single individuals or €490 
for a married couple or civil partners. 
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It should also be noted that those over 66 are exempt from Employee PRSI, and those over 
70 with a total annual income of less than €60,000 benefit from a reduced rate of Universal 
Social Charge.  And other income tax credits may also be available depending on the personal 
circumstances of the individual, such as the personal tax credit, those for widows/widowers, 
for blind individuals, for those caring for incapacitated children or dependant relatives, and for 
health expenses incurred by the taxpayer.  These apply in addition to the various expenditure 
measures that give support to those aged 66 and over, including the State Pension and the Free 
Travel Scheme.

22/10/2019WRG02200Tax Code

22/10/2019WRG02300147. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will increase the threshold 
for inheritance tax in respect of a sibling leaving a house to another sibling; the factors to be 
taken into account when determining this threshold; when it was last increased; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43215/19]

22/10/2019WRG02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) is the 
overall title for both gift and inheritance tax. The tax is charged on the amount gifted to, or in-
herited by, the beneficiary of the gift or inheritance. CAT at a rate of 33% applies on the excess 
over the tax free threshold.

There are, in all, three separate Group thresholds based on the relationship of the beneficiary 
to the disponer. 

Group A threshold applies where the beneficiary is a child of the disponer. This includes 
adopted children, step children and some foster children. 

Group B threshold applies where the beneficiary is a brother, sister, niece, nephew, or lineal 
ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer.

Group C threshold applies in all other cases.

In Budget 2020, I increased the Group A threshold in which applies primarily to gifts and 
inheritances from parents to their children from €320,000 to €335,000.      

The Group B threshold was last changed in Budget 2017, when it was increased by €2,350 
to its current value of €32,500 and the Category C threshold was also increased by €1,175 to 
€16,250. 

The options available for providing increases to CAT thresholds is normally considered in 
the context of available resources, must be balanced against competing demands and take into 
account the need to maintain the yield from CAT. In addition, all Governments have favoured 
changes to the Category A threshold and there has always been a significant difference between 
the Category A and B and C thresholds. 

The Deputy will appreciate that there would be a significant cost in making substantial 
changes to all three thresholds. For example, the estimated cost of increasing the CAT A thresh-
old alone from its current €335,000 to €500,000 is €74.3 million. 

Increasing the B threshold by €4,500 would cost in the order of €12.7m and indeed increas-
ing the Group B and C thresholds to bring them into line with the Group A threshold is esti-
mated at approximately €251.9 million. 

In relation to the inheritance of a property from a sibling, there is also an exemption from 
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CAT where dwelling houses are bequeathed by individuals who live there to successors who:

- have lived there for a specified period of time before the inheritance,

- will continue to live there for a specified period of time after the inheritance, and

- who have no beneficial interest in any other residential property at the date of the inheri-
tance.        

This exemption is not dependent on the relationship between the beneficiary and the dis-
poner.

22/10/2019WRG02500VAT Rate Application

22/10/2019WRG02600148. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if he will apply the 0% VAT rate 
to food supplements on 1 November 2019 and legislate for the preservation of 0% VAT on vita-
mins and food supplements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43231/19]

22/10/2019WRG02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the VAT rating 
of goods and services is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law 
must comply. Irish VAT legislation does not provide a zero rate for food supplement products; 
instead there is a legislative provision for zero rating food and drink.  Article 110 of the VAT 
Directive 2006/112 is the basis for the zero rate for food in Irish VAT law.  Under that Article, 
Member States which, at 1 January 1991, were applying zero rates or reduced rates of VAT 
lower than the minimum rate of 5% may continue to apply those rates.  Member States are not 
permitted under that provision to introduce new derogations or extend the scope of the deroga-
tions existing as at 1 January 1991. The legislative provision for food and drink was in place on 
1 January 1991, however there was no legislative provision for food supplement products and 
therefore they cannot be legally zero rated. 

I will be introducing a reduced rate of VAT of 13.5% to all food supplement products in 
Finance Bill 2019 which will take effect from 1 January 2020. Food supplement products cur-
rently liable to the standard rate of VAT (23%) and food supplement products that were zero 
rated on a concessionary will be liable to the reduced rate of VAT (13.5%) from 1 January 2020.

Foods for specific groups such as infant follow-on formulae and infant foods, foods for 
special medical purposes and specially formulated foods (e.g. total diet replacement for weight 
control) will remain zero rated. These are well established and defined categories of food that 
are essential for vulnerable groups of the population. Fortified foods, such as yoghurts and cere-
als fortified with vitamins and minerals, will also remain zero rated as they are food.

Folic acid, vitamin and mineral human oral products which are licenced or authorised as 
medicines by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (‘HPRA’) will remain zero rated under 
a different VAT provision.

22/10/2019WRG02800Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Capital

22/10/2019WRG02900149. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the steps which will be taken 
regarding the €500 million due to be paid into the rainy day fund in the event of an orderly 
Brexit. [43254/19]

22/10/2019WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The commencement of the Rainy Day 
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Fund (RDF) will involve the transfer of €1.5 billion from the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF). My initial intention had been to supplement this with a transfer of an additional €500 
million from the Exchequer. 

Under the disorderly Brexit scenario in which Budget 2020 was framed, the Exchequer will 
run a Budget deficit of 0.6 per cent of GDP in 2020. If the €500 million contribution was made 
next year it would have to be borrowed. It simply would not make sense to borrow in order to 
fund the RDF.

Further decisions on the timing of transfers to the Fund will be taken when there is greater 
clarity on the impact of Brexit and in the context of the prevailing economic and budgetary 
position.

22/10/2019WRG03100Insurance Compensation Fund

22/10/2019WRG03200150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out in 
compensation from the insurance compensation fund in relation to the liquidation of a company 
(details supplied) to date; the number of persons partially compensated at this stage; the number 
of persons fully compensated at this stage; the number of persons still awaiting compensation; 
the number of persons whose claims have not yet been settled in court or otherwise; the antici-
pated remaining amount required for compensation from the fund; the anticipated amount that 
will be retrieved by the fund from the liquidation process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43293/19]

22/10/2019WRG03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance (“Setanta”) was 
placed into liquidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014. As it was a 
Maltese incorporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

I am very conscious of the effect of the delays in the payment of compensation to Setanta 
third party claimants, and this is one of the reasons why the Government brought forward the 
Insurance (Amendment) Act last year to ensure that such  claimants are compensated in full, 
and to put in place revised arrangements for the ongoing management and administration of the 
Insurance Compensation Fund, including for applications to the High Court. However as previ-
ously outlined neither I nor the Department of Finance have any role in the process including 
the making of applications to the High Court or the making of payments.

I have been informed by the State Claims Agency that the amount paid by the Insurance 
Compensation Fund (‘ICF’) to date in respect of Setanta Insurance is €43.7 million. 

Since the enactment of the Insurance Amendment Act 2018 all third party personal injury 
claimants submitted to the ICF have now received 100% compensation. Claimants settled prior 
to the Act who initially received 65% were subsequently resubmitted to the ICF in November 
2018 and the shortfall of 35% was paid at that time.

796 claimants have been fully compensated as of October 2019. However, as with any liti-
gation, negotiations to agree associated legal costs are still ongoing in some instances. As of 
October 2019 a further tranche of 89 claimants have been agreed by the State Claims Agency 
who are making an application to the ICF for these claimants to be paid early next month. There 
are currently 284 claimants that have not yet settled.

The total potential call on the ICF is likely to be circa €104 million in respect of the liquida-
tion of Setanta Insurance as per actuarial estimates. As previously stated the amount paid by the 
ICF to date in respect of Setanta Insurance is €43.7 million and the current application to the 
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ICF referenced for October 2019 amounts to €6.8 million. Therefore there is potentially a fur-
ther €53.5 million which may be required from the ICF. It is estimated that the amount retrieved 
by the Fund from the liquidation process to be not greater than 22% of the anticipated amount.

Finally any individual (or their solicitor) who has queries about their payment should con-
tact the liquidator via phone at +353 (0)818 255 255 or via email at iesetanta@deloitte.ie.

22/10/2019WRG03400Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRG03500151. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the consultancy service pro-
viders engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs associated 
with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43314/19]

22/10/2019WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the Details Supplied the Deputy 
refers to the Revised Estimates 2019 which provides for expenditure for the year 2019, in the 
body of the question the Deputy refers to expenditure made during 2018. 

In 2018 the REV provided an allocation of €50,000 in the administration category for con-
sultancy services. Under this heading my Department incurred no costs.

In 2019 the REV provided an allocation of €20,000 in the administration category for con-
sultancy services. To date under this heading my Department has incurred no costs. 

However we were provided in both years with an allocation for programme consultancy 
under separate heading within the years 2018 and 2019 within which we did incur expenditure 
details of expenditure incurred under this heading are regularly published on my Department’s 
website.

22/10/2019WRG03700Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRG03800152. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of each value for 
money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; 
the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43331/19]

22/10/2019WRG03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform’s ‘Public Spending Code’ sets out the rules and procedures that apply to ensure that 
value for money standards are upheld across the Irish public service. 

No projects were carried out with expenditure levels above the various thresholds as set out 
in this policy, therefore no value for money and policy reviews were undertaken in the Depart-
ment of Finance during the time frame in question.

22/10/2019WRG04000Budget Measures

22/10/2019WRG04100153. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details on the rural proof-
ing analysis conducted by his Department prior to the publication of measures contained in 
budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43343/19]

22/10/2019WRG04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Prior to the publication of Budget 
2020, the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform prepared an analysis on 
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the distributional impacts of the direct tax, indirect tax and welfare measures contained in the 
budget using the ESRI’s SWITCH micro-simulation model. The model cannot take account of 
the rural/urban split but found that on average the first three deciles gained from the tax and 
welfare measures and the rest of the deciles were left broadly unchanged.

Importantly, this analyis shows that the negative impact on incomes from the increase in the 
carbon tax, a key concern of rural citizens, is offset by other tax and welfare changes. Income 
gains were largest for the first decile, followed by the second and third which indicates that the 
tax and welfare measures in Budget 2020 were broadly progressive. 

As with any model, the SWITCH analysis has limitations, and cannot take into account other 
targetted expenditure measures such as increased expenditure that will benefit rural communi-
ties. As I outlined on Budget Day, the Government is investing nearly €2 billion in rural Ireland 
in 2020. This includes an additional €51 million for the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine and €17 million for the Department of Rural and Community Development. This 
reflects the fact that agriculture and rural development are cornerstones of our economy, sup-
porting thousands of jobs across the country. 

In addition, a number of targeted provisions for rural communities were introduced in Bud-
get 2020 to provide supports for rural households to transition to a low carbon economy. These 
include funding for the Just Transition Fund targeted at the Midlands to aide in the retraining of 
Bord na Móna workers in adjusting to the low carbon transition. The Just Transition Fund also 
provides for the restoration of the bogs to their original state as natural absorbers of carbon, 
creating 70 jobs in its first year, rising to 100 as the programme progresses. A group housing 
retrofitting programme geared towards social housing in the Midlands will commence in 2020, 
supporting 400 jobs directly and indirectly. The aforementioned measures will be spearheaded 
by the Just Transition Commissioner who will engage with all relevant stakeholders to ensure 
timely and efficient implementation of these measures. 

I have also made provision for the biggest ever allocation of funds to the Warmer Homes 
Scheme which is targeted towards the most vulnerable in our society. €52.8 million is being 
made available for the retrofitting of homes of those living in energy poverty or those at risk 
of entering energy poverty. I believe that this measure combined with the increase in the fuel 
allowance of €2 per week will be of particular assistance to those low-income rural households 
who currently rely on fossil fuels to heat their homes.

Ring-fencing of funds for investment in sustainable transport is a crucial aspect of the tran-
sition to a low carbon economy and is of particular importance to rural communities who might 
have limited access to public transport. €14 million of additional funding for electric vehicle 
grants has been granted as part of Budget 2020 of which €8 million will be sourced from ring-
fenced carbon tax revenue. 

Finally, as part of the National Broadband Plan, which is committed to bringing high-speed 
broadband to the – largely rural –1.1 million people who currently do not have access to broad-
band, the Government has provided for €119 million in Budget 2020. High-speed broadband 
opens up new opportunities for rural Ireland including the increased opportunity for workers to 
work from home, impacting positively on rural commuters, making life in rural communities 
more environmentally sustainable.

22/10/2019WRG04300Insurance Coverage

22/10/2019WRG04400154. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
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the fact that the insurance industry has refused flood insurance for a number of domestic dwell-
ings in the Limerick city area on the basis of a flood map prepared by a private company based 
in London and that particular flood map conflicts directly with the most recent flood map for 
those areas prepared by the OPW; his views on whether the OPW map should be the relevant 
map for determining flood risk; if the insurance companies will be instructed accordingly; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43428/19]

22/10/2019WRG04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As previously indicated the OPW flood 
maps are community based ones and provide a useful resource for planning, however they can-
not be used for commercial purposes. The Disclaimer and Conditions for Use of OPW Flood 
Maps on floodinfo.ie includes a provision that states specifically that users of the website must 
not use the flood maps, or any other content of the website, for commercial purposes.  Conse-
quently, in making a decision as to whether it will provide cover in a particular area an insurers 
will often use their own flood modelling tools for assessing the level of risk that they are is will-
ing to underwrite in relation to individual properties. 

As to why there is a conflict between OPW flood risk maps and those of private insurers, I 
cannot comment, but the Deputy could seek further clarification from OPW on this matter.

Finally, it is important to make clear that neither I as Minister for Finance nor the Central 
Bank can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products or have the power to direct 
insurance companies to provide flood cover to specific individuals or businesses. This position 
is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance (Solvency II Directive) which expressly pro-
hibits Member States from doing so.

22/10/2019WRG04600Fiscal Policy

22/10/2019WRG04700155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the nominal fiscal resources 
available in each year between 2021 and 2025 assuming there is an orderly Brexit; if there is a 
general Government surplus as set out in table 3 of the Summer Economic Statement account-
ing for the announcements made in budget 2020, excluding disorderly Brexit announcements, 
accounting for pre-committed expenditure, that is, capital expenditure, carryover costs, public 
sector pay increases and demographic costs; if there is compliance with the European fiscal 
rules most notably the expenditure benchmark, the medium-term objective and the debt to GDP 
ratio in each year in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43533/19]

22/10/2019WRG04800156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the nominal fiscal resourc-
es available each year between 2021 and 2025 assuming there is an orderly Brexit; if there is 
a general Government balance of €0 in each year accounting for the announcements made in 
budget 2020, excluding disorderly Brexit announcements, accounting for pre-committed ex-
penditure, that is, capital expenditure, carryover costs, public sector pay increases and demo-
graphic costs; if there is compliance with the European fiscal rules most notably the expenditure 
benchmark, the medium-term objective and the debt to GDP ratio in each year in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43534/19]

22/10/2019WRG04900157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the nominal fiscal resourc-
es available each year between 2021 and 2025 assuming there is an orderly Brexit; if there 
is a general Government surplus of 0.4% of GDP in each year accounting for the announce-
ments made in budget 2020, excluding disorderly Brexit announcements, accounting for pre-
committed expenditure, that is, capital expenditure, carryover costs, public sector pay increases 
and demographic costs; if there is compliance with the European fiscal rules most notably the 
expenditure benchmark, the medium-term objective and the debt to GDP ratio in each year in 
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tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43535/19]

22/10/2019WRG05000158. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the nominal fiscal resourc-
es available each year between 2021 and 2025 assuming there is an orderly Brexit under the 
expenditure benchmark and the medium term objective of the European fiscal rules accounting 
for the announcements made in budget 2020, excluding disorderly Brexit announcements and 
accounting for pre-committed expenditure, that is, capital expenditure, carryover costs, public 
sector pay increases and demographic costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43536/19]

22/10/2019WRG05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 
to 158, inclusive, together.

Budget 2020 was presented on the basis of a disorderly exit by the United Kingdom (UK) 
from the European Union (EU). Given uncertainty around the manner and timing of the UK’s 
departure this was the correct approach to take. 

Should the UK leave the EU on an orderly basis, Ireland’s fiscal position will, inter alia, im-
prove with increased revenues and lower expenditure than forecast at Budget 2020. The Sum-
mer Economic Statement (SES), published in June 2019, is instructive in this regard.

The SES was based on the assumption of an orderly exit of the UK from the EU and, as 
such, the economic impact was minimal. The path for the headline deficit, which involved tax 
reductions of €600 million each year and an increase in current spending of 3¼ per cent each 
year, is set out in table 1.  As the economy is in broad balance over this timeframe, the headline 
balance broadly corresponds to the structural balance.

Table 1 – SES ‘orderly’ baseline

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
GGB (order-
ly baseline)   

0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 

Indicative tax   
package   

 600 600 600 600 

Voted Cur-
rent exp @   
3.25% y-on-y 
increases   

 2000 2000 2100 2200 

Voted Capital 
exp   

 600 300 600 600 

Available 
resources   

 3,200 2,900 3,300 3,400 

The term “available resources” used in table 1 is defined as the quantum of taxpayers money 
that could be used to finance additional public expenditure and/or taxation reductions. In defin-
ing available resources in this way, it moves away from the concept of ‘fiscal space’ which, as 
I highlighted in the Summer Economic Statement 2019 (SES), is “clearly inappropriate for the 
Irish economy at this point in the economic cycle”

On this basis, available resources amount to a total of c.€12.8 billion over the period 2021-
2024, the equivalent of c.€3.2 billion per annum. Some of these resources have been pre-com-
mitted for demographic change and other factors. Table 2 outlines a summary of pre-committed 
expenditure in the years 2021 and 2022. 



Questions - Written Answers

54

Table 2 – Pre-committed Expenditure 2021 – 2022 (€bn)

 2021 2022 
Demographics 0.5 0.5 
PSSA 0.3  
Budget 2020 Carryover   0.2  
Capital Expenditure   1.0 0.3 
Total 2.0 0.7 
Since publication of the SES, there has been a deterioration in the global economic environ-

ment. Consequently, the Department of Finance revised downwards its forecast for economic 
growth in 2020 under a ‘deal’ scenario, from 3.3 per cent to 3.1 per cent. Lower economic 
growth will have knock-on impacts on the projected fiscal position, irrespective of an orderly 
exit deal being agreed between the UK and EU.

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 142.

22/10/2019WRG05600Tax Code

22/10/2019WRG05700160. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the tax exemption available to a 
single person under 25 years of age; the income a person can earn which is totally exempt from 
tax as a single person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43614/19]

22/10/2019WRG05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are no income tax credits or ex-
emptions that are specifically ring-fenced to single people who are under 25 years of age.  

However, depending on their circumstances, they are likely able to benefit from a number 
of income tax credits and exemptions that are generally available.  For example, it is likely 
that they would be entitled to the Personal Tax Credit of €1,650 and could either qualify for 
the Employee Tax Credit of €1,650 or the Earned Income Credit which will be €1,500 from 1 
January 2020. 

As a result, an individual who is an employee can earn up to €16,500 before paying income 
tax at 20%, while an individual who is self-employed can earn up to €15,750.  

Depending on their individual personal circumstances, they may also be able to avail of a 
number of additional credits and exemptions which would further reduce the amount of income 
tax they would have to pay.  For example, the Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit is a tax 
credit of €1,650, which is available to a single parent (whether widowed, separated, deserted or 
a single parent) with a qualifying dependent child.  The Blind Person’s Tax Credit is a tax credit 
of €1,650 is available to individuals who have impaired vision.  There is also a reduced rate of 
USC that is available to medical card holders with total annual income of less than €60,000.

In addition to the above, income tax relief is generally available for pension contributions, 
third-level fees and certain health expenses. Details of all personal tax credits, reliefs and ex-
emptions that are available are listed on the Revenue website at the following link; https://www.
revenue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/index.aspx.

22/10/2019WRG05900Tax Reliefs Availability

22/10/2019WRG06000161. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of mak-
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ing trade union subscriptions tax deductible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43648/19]

22/10/2019WRG06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Tax relief for Trade Union subscrip-
tions was previously provided for under section 472C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. The 
relief was introduced in 2001 and abolished from 2011 onwards. 

A review of the appropriate treatment for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and pro-
fessional body fees was carried out by my Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report 
on tax expenditures published on Budget day 2016. The review may be found at the following 
link:

(http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_
final.pdf)

The review concluded that:

“...analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expendi-
ture Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in 
this manner. 

The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not 
express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-
known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would 
equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the 
numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such 
a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

Given the conclusions of the review, I have no plans to reintroduce such a relief.

  I am advised by Revenue that the cost and the numbers availing of the relief prior to its 
abolition are available at the following link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expendi-
tures/costs-expenditures.aspx. 

The following table sets out details of the cost of the relief in the seven years immediately 
prior to its end.

 Year  Cost (€   million)  No. of   Claims 
 2004  10.7  248,300 
 2005  11.8  272,100 
 2006  19.2  294,300 
 2007  20.7  316,300 
 2008  26.4  341,900 
 2009  26.7  345,800 
 2010  26  337,500 
I am further advised by Revenue that these figures may not provide an accurate indicator 

of future costs of a new scheme and there is no other basis available to Revenue on which to 
estimate such costs.

22/10/2019WRG06200Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure



Questions - Written Answers

56

22/10/2019WRG06300162. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the expen-
diture on Project Ireland 2040 in 2018 and to date in 2019. [42919/19]

22/10/2019WRG06400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Project Ire-
land 2040 sets out the overall strategy for capital investment from 2018 to 2027. 

The provisional Exchequer gross capital expenditure for 2018 is €5.9 billion.  

The latest data available for 2019 is contained in the end-September Exchequer Statement, 
which shows a gross capital spend of €4.1 billion.

22/10/2019WRG06500Budget Measures

22/10/2019WRG06600163. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details on the poverty proofing analysis conducted by his Department prior to the publication of 
measures contained in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43342/19]

22/10/2019WRG06700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Significant 
progress has been made in recent years in reducing the prevalence of poverty in our country.  
CSO data shows that the proportion of those living in consistent poverty dropped from 9.0% 
in 2013 to 6.7% in 2017. CSO data on poverty is available at the following link: https://www.
cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silc/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilc2017/
povertyanddeprivation/#d.en.181339

For most people, employment is the primary path out of poverty and we have created thou-
sands of new jobs, with a record 2.3 million people now at work in our economy.  Our income 
tax system is considered progressive by international standards; our tax revenue funds a wide 
range of services, with an emphasis on providing support to the groups in our society who need 
it the most.

Budget 2020 was framed in unique circumstances. What might be seen as normal Budget-
ary elements such as modest income tax reductions and across-the-board welfare rate increases 
did not feature. What did feature, however, were sizeable targeted expenditure increases in a 
number of sectors. These will have a positive impact on society to be factored into a balanced 
assessment of the Budget, rather than focusing solely on the fact that income tax and welfare 
payments remain largely unchanged. 

Employment Affairs and Social Protection

A carefully targeted social welfare package, benefiting the vulnerable elderly, families and 
carers was introduced in Budget 2020. The Living Alone Allowance, which is targeted at the 
most vulnerable pensioners, was raised by €5 per week; the Fuel Allowance was also increased, 
so that the increase for those in the lowest income deciles who receive it will more than cover 
the costs associated with the increase in the carbon tax. There were further increases for quali-
fied child dependants in all weekly payments. There was an increase in the earnings disregard 
for those in receipt of the One Parent Family Payment, and an increase of €10 in Working Fam-
ily Payment thresholds for recipients with up to three children. In addition there was an increase 
in the hours that carers can work or study outside the home. Finally, I announced payment of a 
100% Christmas Bonus in 2019.

Distributional Impacts

The Department of Finance prepared an analysis on the distributional impacts of the direct 
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tax, indirect tax and welfare measures contained in Budget 2020 using the SWITCH micro-
simulation model. This analysis found on average the first three deciles gained from the tax and 
welfare measures and the rest of the deciles were left broadly unchanged. Gains were largest for 
the first decile, followed by the second and third which indicates that the tax and welfare mea-
sures in Budget 2020 were broadly progressive. The SWITCH analysis cannot take into account 
other expenditure measures such as increased expenditure in health or education.

Annex B of the Tax Policy Changes document published by the Department of Finance 
on Budget day also sets out a distributional analysis of Budget 2020 Measures on a variety 
of household family types across a range of income levels. The document is available at the 
following link: http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/Budget/Budget%202020%20
Tax%20Policy%20Changes.pdf

Expenditure

As set out in Expenditure Report 2020, the focus of the core element of Budget 2020 is on 
providing for sustainable increases in public expenditure. This is in recognition of the key role 
of public services and infrastructure in supporting our citizens and promoting the resilience of 
our economy, particularly in light of the increasing risks in the global economic environment. 
Particular focus was placed on maintaining and improving supports for children and families, 
as well as for elderly people. 

In order to protect the most vulnerable in society, Budget 2020 provides an allocation of over 
€21 billion for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. The significant 
provision of supports provided through the Social Protection system represents an important 
strand of the Government’s commitment to tackling poverty and social inequality in Ireland. 

Gross current expenditure for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs will see an in-
crease of over 6% in 2020, rising to almost €1.6 billion. As well as increased funding for Early 
Years Care and Education, central to this allocation is funding for the continued roll-out of the 
National Childcare Scheme.

€17.4 billion in current expenditure will be allocated to the Health sector in 2020, a year on 
year increase of over 6%. This investment reflects the Government’s commitment to create a 
more responsive, integrated and people-centred Health system. New measures such as a reduc-
tion of prescription charges for over 70’s, the expansion of free GP care to all children under 8 
and free dental care for children under 6 will all contribute to improving access to health and 
social services across the country. 

The Housing programme in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
will see an increase of 11% compared with 2019, bringing the total allocation to almost €2.6 
billion (including current and capital expenditure). This allocation will support the Social Hous-
ing needs of over 27,500 households in 2020. This includes the delivery of 11,167 new social 
homes through build, acquisition and leasing programmes as well as supporting 16,350 new 
households under the HAP and RAS schemes.

Further details of these measures and all Budget 2020 allocations can be found in Expendi-
ture Report 2020, which can be found on budget.gov.ie.

Carbon Tax

Budget 2020 included an increase in carbon tax of €6 per tonne, which is expected to raise 
€90 million in 2020. The funding raised is to be directed to support increases to existing cli-
mate related schemes or new schemes that would not have been provided in the absence of this 
increase. Government has been clear that the importance of clear action in this regard must be 
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balanced with measures to promote equity during the transition. The revenue raised in 2020 
will support: 

- €34 million in funding to protect the vulnerable through an increase in the fuel allowance 
and energy efficiency upgrades;

- €31 million for schemes to ensure a just transition to a low carbon economy, including 
measures with a particular focus on the midlands;

- €25 million for programmes that can help all citizens to reduce their carbon footprint. 

These measures are set out in more detail in the paper published alongside the Budget on 
October 8th , ‘The Carbon Tax Increase – What it Will be Spent On’. This paper can be found 
on the Budget website:  http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/Budget/The%20
Carbon%20Tax%20Increase_What%20it%20will%20be%20spent%20on.pdf 

Equality Budgeting

An Equality Budgeting pilot was adopted for the 2018 budgetary cycle, built on the existing 
performance budgeting framework. Equality Budgeting aims to provide greater information 
on the likely impacts of proposed and ongoing budgetary measures, which, in turn, enhances 
the potential to better facilitate the integration of equality concerns into the budgetary process, 
avoid unintended adverse outcomes and enhance the Government’s decision making frame-
work. It involves Departments setting concrete measurable targets for equality objectives in the 
Revised Estimates Volume and reporting on progress in the Public Service Performance Report. 
For the pilot exercise, a number of diverse policy areas were selected with associated objectives 
and indicators. The learnings from the pilot were used to inform the expansion of the equality 
budgeting initiative to further develop the gender budgeting elements, and to broaden its scope 
to other dimensions of equality including poverty, socioeconomic inequality and disability. An 
Equality Budgeting Expert Advisory Group has also been established. This group is comprised 
of a broad range of relevant stakeholders and policy experts to provide advice on the most ef-
fective way to advance Equality Budgeting policy and progress the initiative.

Future direction will now be assisted by the recent publication of the OECD Scan of Equal-
ity Budgeting in Ireland which sets out a path forward with a number of recommendations for 
consideration. This work was commissioned by both the Department of Public Expenditure & 
Reform and the Department of Justice & Equality.  The scan recommendations are aligned with 
international experiences of best practice in this field. Implementation of the Report’s recom-
mendations will be carried forward in close consultation with the Equality Budgeting Expert 
Advisory Group. The OECD report can be found at http://oe.cd/equality-budgeting-ireland.   

Social Impact Assessment

The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) series of papers aims to provide an evidence based 
methodology to examine the impact of public expenditure on households. This framework is 
designed to examine the demographic profile of public service users, and how they are impacted 
by budgetary policy decisions. This approach complements the budgetary impact assessments 
carried out using the SWITCH (Simulating Welfare and Income Tax Changes) model by the 
Department of Finance and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, and 
externally by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI). SIA papers published with 
Budget 2020 focused on topics such as the Domiciliary Care Allowance and Public Service Ob-
ligation (PSO) funding for Public Transport. More information about the SIA series is available 
at https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/615fe5-social-impact-assessment-framework/.

National Childcare Scheme
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The importance and value of quality early years care and education is well-documented. The 
international evidence shows a wide range of benefits for children, families and society at large. 
High quality services provide long-lasting cognitive, social and emotional benefits for children, 
supporting children to enjoy their childhood and realise the full potential of their future. How-
ever, affordability and accessibility of quality childcare is a major concern for many parents and 
can act as a barrier to employment which, in turn, increases the risk of poverty. The National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS) aims to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, make 
work pay, reduce child poverty and tangibly reduce the cost of quality childcare for thousands 
of families across Ireland.

 A Focused Policy Assessment (FPA) on the NCS published by DCYA in October 2018 
presented the impacts as:

- Increased labour force participation amongst parents with children ages 0-15 (incl. female 
participation) 

- Higher quality childcare provision than currently available 

- Positive outcomes for children 

- Reduced poverty among families with children.

Taken as a whole, therefore, there is a wealth of information published in the context of 
Budget 2020 which provides important insights into the wide range of targeted benefits and 
public service improvements that have been delivered, and to their impact on citizens’ lives and 
wellbeing.

22/10/2019WRG06800EU Funding

22/10/2019WRG06900164. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if an 
investment package will be sought from the European Commission and additionally funded by 
the British and Irish Governments for the north-west city region of counties Donegal, Derry and 
west Tyrone in a post-Brexit scenario. [43523/19]

22/10/2019WRG07000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The border 
region of Ireland currently benefits from two EU-funded programmes, PEACE and INTER-
REG, with a total value of €550 million over the period 2014-2020.

These programmes are 85% funded by the EU through the European Regional Development 
Fund under the European Union’s Cohesion Policy.

The two programmes are important drivers of regional development in a cross-border con-
text.  Through EU-funded cooperation, a range of organisations, North and South, have en-
gaged in and benefited from a variety of cross-border and cross-community projects.     

The Irish Government has been clear and consistent about its commitment to the success-
ful implementation of the current programmes and to a successor programme post-2020.  My 
officials and I have been working to ensure that this important source of funding for the border 
region continues post-Brexit.

As far back as December 2017 both the EU and UK undertook to honour their commitments 
to the current programmes and to examine favourably the possibilities for future programmes.

I am pleased, therefore, that the draft Withdrawal Agreement would enable the two pro-
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grammes to be completed without interruption or amendment.  I am also pleased that, in the 
event of no agreement, the EU has adopted a special regulation to allow their continuation 
even in the event of a disorderly Brexit.  This will provide confidence for those benefitting 
from the programmes that this important element of North South cooperation will continue to 
be financed from the EU budget, under current management structures and with funding levels 
unchanged, until the end of 2020. 

As regards a future programme, the European Commission has responded to the Irish Gov-
ernment’s support for a future programme with a proposal for a special new PEACE PLUS 
programme that will build on and continue the work of PEACE and INTERREG into the future.

This proposal builds on the commitment in the draft Withdrawal Agreement by both the 
EU and the UK to a future programme post-Brexit, a commitment that is carried through to the 
draft Political Declaration setting out the Framework for the Future Relationship between the 
EU and the UK.

22/10/2019WRH00200Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2019WRH00300165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
breakdown of pre-committed expenditure, that is, demographics, the public service stability 
agreement, carryover from budget 2019, capital/NDP and carryover from budget 2020 in each 
year from 2020 to 2025, including the carryover costs from budget 2020, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43537/19]

22/10/2019WRH00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Each year, 
certain items of expenditure are classified as pre-committed and are included in the pre-Budget 
position. This includes allocations to cover demographic costs, public service pay agreements, 
full year costs of budget measures from previous years and capital expenditure set out in the 
National Development Plan. As outlined in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report 2019, pre-com-
mitted expenditure for these items in Budget 2020 amounted to €2.1 billion. 

Expenditure Report 2020 sets out estimates of certain demographic pressures in the areas of 
Health, Social Protection and Education as pre-committed elements of the current expenditure 
baseline for the period to 2022. These are primary areas of current expenditure which are par-
ticularly impacted by demographic changes. An amount of under €0.5 billion has been allocated 
each year to 2022 across these areas. This is presented at Departmental level in the following 
table. 

Demographic Allocations 2021 – 2022 (€m)

 2021 2022
Health 148 148
Education 47 47
Social Protection 260 260
Total 455 455
These allocations are informed by the paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of Changing Demographics 

2017 – 2027’, published by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES), 
which can be found on the IGEES website here: https://igees.gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-
changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/. An update of this paper was published alongside 
Budget 2020, which can be found here: http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/
Budget/Budgetary%20Impact%20of%20Changing%20Demographics%20from%202020%20
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-%202030.pdf. In future years, demographic allocations may be re-stated to reflect this more 
up-to-date analysis.

There are carryover costs in 2021 relating to certain current expenditure measures intro-
duced in Budget 2020. This amounts to an estimated €0.2 billion in 2021 and is set out in table 
7 on page 46 of Expenditure Report 2020 as well as in the following table. 

Carryover Impact of Certain Budget 2020 Measures in 2021 (€m)

 Additional   Impact in 2021
Education 50
Justice 50
Health 80
Housing 50
Total 230
This allocation relates to measures to be implemented during 2020 and as such the cost in 

2021 will depend on factors such as timing and take-up of initiatives. As is usual, these costs 
will be re-examined during the course of the year and may be re-stated in the 2020 Mid-Year 
Expenditure Report. In addition, there is a carryover impact of €0.3 billion in 2021 relating to 
elements of the Public Service Stability Agreement that come into effect in 2020. 

Expenditure Report 2020 also set out gross voted capital expenditure allocations over the 
period to 2022. An overview of pre-committed expenditure for the period is set out in the fol-
lowing table. Estimates beyond this will be considered in the medium-term. 

Pre-Committed Expenditure 2020 – 2022 (€bn)

 2021 2022
Demographics 0.5 0.5
PSSA 0.3  
Budget 2020 Carryover 0.2  
Capital Expenditure 1.0 0.3
Total 2.0 0.7

22/10/2019WRH00500Office of Public Works Properties

22/10/2019WRH00600166. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of buildings owned by the Office of Public Works in County Louth; the number of these 
buildings not currently in use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43016/19]

22/10/2019WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works, on behalf of the State, manage a large 
and diverse property portfolio, which ranges from office accommodation to heritage properties, 
visitor centres, Garda stations, among others.  As is typical of such large portfolios, there will 
always be a number of properties, at any given time, that are vacant.  In some cases, such prop-
erties may be retained because of their future strategic development value.  

The Commissioners manage 37 State owned buildings in Co. Louth ranging from Garda 
Stations to heritage properties.

Three of these properties are deemed to be surplus to requirements.  The policy relating to 
properties that are surplus to requirements is firstly to identify alternative State use and, where 
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State use isn’t feasible, to consider disposal of the properties on the open market or the potential 
for community use under certain criteria.  Two of the properties are currently being considered 
for intra-State transfer and the future use of the third is under consideration, in line with the 
Protocols for the Transfer and Sharing of State property Assets and the OPW’s stated policy.

22/10/2019WRH00800Flood Relief Schemes Data

22/10/2019WRH00900167. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of environmental assessments carried out for the Glanmire flood relief scheme; and the 
number of reports received in this regard in the past seven years. [43082/19]

22/10/2019WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works, under the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts, 
has submitted the proposal for the Glashaboy Flood Relief Scheme to the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform for formal Confirmation.

All environmental assessments associated with the development of the proposed scheme 
have been prepared, and these accompanied the submission to the Minister for formal confirma-
tion, including an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (and a non-technical summary), a 
Natura Impact Statement, and the additional updates arising from the EIA Directive 014/52/EU.  
The Minister will undertake an environmental assessment of the proposed scheme in line with 
required legislative requirements, and this will involve public consultation.

The procurement and appointment of a Contractor will be progressed for this scheme fol-
lowing formal Ministerial Confirmation.  The flood relief scheme will be funded from within 
the allocated €1 billion for flood risk management over the period 2018-2027.

22/10/2019WRH01100Office of Public Works Data

22/10/2019WRH01200168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the Percent for Art budget amount that was included in the overall capital budget estimate for 
Miesian Plaza, Dublin; if art works were commissioned in respect of the site; the way in which 
the OPW selected the arts medium that was chosen; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43256/19]

22/10/2019WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Per Cent for Art budget amount included in the overall capital budget es-
timate for Miesian Plaza was €64,000.

Artworks have not been commissioned for the site.  The Per Cent for Art funding was pooled 
as allowable under Public Art: Per Cent for Art Scheme General National Guidelines-2004.  Art-
works from the State Art Collection have been placed on display by the OPW throughout the 
building in collaboration with the Departments located there.

22/10/2019WRH01400Office of Public Works Data

22/10/2019WRH01500169. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the Percent for Art budget amount that was included in the overall capital budget estimate for 
the new Kevin Street Garda station; if art works were commissioned in respect of the site; the 
way in which the OPW selected the arts medium that was chosen; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [43257/19]

22/10/2019WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Per Cent for Art budget allocated for the new Kevin Street Garda Station 
was €75,000.

 A large-scale contemporary glass artwork was commissioned under the Per Cent for Art 
Scheme for the main window in the entrance area. 

The way in which the OPW selected the arts medium was as follows:  The project design 
team decided that a large-scale glass artwork, that could be seen by the passing public and 
building users, most suited the architectural design and historical location of the new garda sta-
tion. Following research undertaken by the design team and the Art Management Office, artist 
Elke Westen was commissioned to create the glass artwork.

22/10/2019WRH01700Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRH01800170. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43319/19]

22/10/2019WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that all of the consultancy costs of my Department since its establishment in 
2011 up to the end of August 2019 can be found at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/
organisation-information/8b97d6-consultancy-costs/

22/10/2019WRH02000Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRH02100171. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 
2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43336/19]

22/10/2019WRH02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment did not conduct any Value for Money and Policy Reviews between 1 January 2018 and 1 
January 2019.  

My Department has conducted a large amount of analytical work including through the 
Spending Review process. A total of 81 papers, completed by staff in my Department and 
within other Departments, have been published over the last three years covering a range of 
policy and expenditure areas. 27 of these papers were published between 1 January 2018 and 1 
January 2019. These papers can be accessed at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/f516ff-spending-review-papers-from-2017-and-2018/ 

22/10/2019WRH02300Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

22/10/2019WRH02400172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
Clane, County Kildare, is classed on OPW maps as a flood risk; the position regarding OPW 
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flood risk maps; if they are made available to companies that sell house insurance products; if 
they have permission to use OPW maps in the context of assessing risk associated with insur-
ance products; his plans to provide insurers with maps compiled by the OPW; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43395/19]

22/10/2019WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW Flood Maps were developed by  the Catchment Flood Risk Assess-
ment and Management (CFRAM) Programme which involved the largest study of flood risk 
ever undertaken by the State.  This study examined 300 communities identified as potentially 
being at significant risk of flooding from rivers and sea.  The Flood Maps show the likelihood 
or probability of flooding for areas within each of these 300 communities and are ‘predictive’, 
showing areas predicted to be inundated during a theoretical or ‘design’ flood event with an 
estimated probability of occurrence. 

While these maps are community based and cannot be used to designate individual proper-
ties that could be at risk from flooding, it is important to note that the OPW does not apply a risk 
rating or map each town as a whole in all cases.  The maps are available to view along with in-
formation on their production and guidance on their use on www.floodinfo.ie.  The Disclaimer 
and Conditions for Use of OPW Flood Maps on the website includes a provision that users must 
not use the Flood Maps, or any other content of the website, for commercial purposes. 

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has a role to assist insurance companies to take into 
account the protection provided by completed OPW flood defence schemes. In this regard, the 
OPW agreed a Memorandum of Understanding with Insurance Ireland, the representative body 
of the insurance industry. This Memorandum sets out principles of how the two organisations 
work together to ensure that appropriate and relevant information on these completed schemes 
is provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the availability to the public 
of insurance against the risk of flooding. Insurance Ireland members have committed to take 
into account all information provided by OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within 
these protected areas. 

The insurance industry has its own flood modelling tools for assessing the level of risk that 
it is willing to underwrite in relation to individual properties. It has highlighted to the OPW that 
it does not use the OPW Flood Maps to inform its flood modelling. The decision on whether to 
offer insurance, level of premiums charged and the policy terms applied are matters for indi-
vidual insurers. Insurance companies make commercial decisions on the provision of insurance 
cover based on their assessment of the risks they would be accepting on a case-by-case basis. 

Should you have any insurance related complaints or queries, you may wish to contact In-
surance Ireland’s Insurance Information Service (01 676 1914 or feedback@insuranceireland.
eu).  In addition, the Financial Services Ombudsman (1890 88 20 90) deals independently with 
unresolved complaints from consumers about their individual dealings with all financial service 
providers.

22/10/2019WRH02600Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2019WRH02700173. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of public health expenditure as a share of public expenditure, GDP, GNI modified gross 
national income in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will provide an 
estimate of same for 2020, in tabular form. [43442/19]

22/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
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tion requested is set out in tabular form. 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (f)
Voted 
Health Ex-
penditure 
(€ 000’s)

13,340,748 14,107,220   14,798,316   15,976,091   17,107,000   18,272,781   

% of Pub-
lic Expen-
diture

24.4% 25.2% 25.2% 25.4% 26.2% 26.0%

% of GDP 5.1% 5.2% 5.0% 4.9% 5.0% 5.2%
% of GNI* 8.2% 8.0% 8.0% 8.1% 8.4% 9.0%
Source: 2015 - 2018 CSO, 2019 - 2020 DoF Economic and Fiscal Outlook

22/10/2019WRH02900National Convention Centre

22/10/2019WRH03000174. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the re-
mit of the National Convention Centre in terms of decisions as to which events it hosts; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43465/19]

22/10/2019WRH03100175. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that a group (details supplied) is being refused permission 
to perform at the National Convention Centre, Dublin; if his attention has been further drawn 
to the reason they are being refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43466/19]

22/10/2019WRH03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 and 175 together.

The Conference Centre Dublin (CCD) is a PPP project developed on a Design, Build, Fi-
nance, Operate and Maintain (DBFOM) model. Construction was completed in 2010 when it 
opened for business. In return for a monthly unitary charge, an independent company operates 
the CCD under the provisions of a Project Agreement that will remain in effect until its expiry 
in 2035. The OPW does not have a role in commercial matters relating to bookings, or in the 
day to day operation of the CCD. All decisions on events hosted are made by the operators of 
the CCD, and the OPW as the contracting authority have no influence over bookings as long as 
the CCD is being operated in compliance with the Project Agreement.

This issue has been raised on numerous occasions in the recent past with public represen-
tatives and officials in the OPW. It was the subject of an oral PQ 39474/19 Dáil Question 71, 
answered by Mr Kevin Moran T.D., Minister of State for the Office of Public Works and Flood 
Relief, on 1st October.  Minister of State Moran has undertaken to request further details on this 
matter from the chairman of the CCD and will be updating relevant parties on receipt.

  Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 174.

22/10/2019WRH03400National Development Plan

22/10/2019WRH03500176. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will provide table 3.1 on page 19 of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 in millions 
rather than billions of euro; if the capital figure included in pre-committed expenditure in table 
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6 of the Summer Economic Statement is the difference between the NDP allocation in that year 
and the allocation in the previous year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43538/19]

22/10/2019WRH03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
can find the equivalent Exchequer expenditure figures in millions contained in Annex 1, on 
page 104 of the National Development Plan (NDP), out to 2022.  

Government has made a €91 billion Exchequer allocation to deliver the NDP priorities over 
the full duration of the plan, as explained by Table 3.1. As I have not yet finalised individual 
Department allocations beyond 2022, it would not be meaningful to provide a higher degree of 
granularity than that already published for the post 2022 period.

I can confirm that the pre-committed figures contained in Table 6 of the Summer Economic 
Statement represent a combination of current and capital expenditure and that the capital ele-
ment shown is the NDP increases.

22/10/2019WRH03700Public Sector Pay

22/10/2019WRH03800177. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the es-
timated cost per year in accelerating pay equalisation by 2022; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43645/19]

22/10/2019WRH03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the 
Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018 – 2020, it was agreed to examine the remain-
ing salary scale issues in respect of post January 2011 entry grades. The report in the following 
link, laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in March 2018, estimates the point in time cost of 
advancing new entrants to the public service two points along their incremental scales.

h t tps : / /www.gov. i e /pdf /? f i l e=h t tps : / / a s se t s .gov. i e /4035 /071218124404-
860d0916d18542c1baa10ffa7dc482d5.pdf#page=1

The report estimated a cost of €199.8m in respect of 60,513 new entrants, an average cost 
of €3,300 per FTE.

Following this report, lengthy and intensive negotiations with the Public Services Commit-
tee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions took place over 2018 resulting in an agreement on 
new entrant salary scales being reached in September 2018.

The main components of the agreement are:

• where two additional scale points were applied to pay scales under the Haddington Road 
Agreement, it was agreed that there will be two separate interventions in the pay scales as they 
apply to new entrant public servants recruited since January 2011.

• the two separate interventions will take place at point 4 and point 8 of the pay scales. The 
practical effect of this is that for new entrants the relevant points on the scale will be bypassed, 
thereby reducing the time spent on the scale for progression to the maximum point.

• this measure will apply from 1 March 2019 and will be applied to each new entrant as they 
reach the relevant scale points (point 4 and point 8) on their current increment date.

  This is an agreement of considerable scale and complexity, each element of which was the 
product of negotiation with ICTU. 
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There are risks associated with altering the agreed model primarily associated with 1) likely 
inequitable outcomes between different cohorts of new entrants and 2) the applicability of the 
acceleration to subsequent cohorts of new entrants recruited after 2017.

Assuming such problems could be overcome, the indicative costs of bringing forward any 
remaining benefits under the ICTU agreement to 2022, for new entrants hired between 2011 and 
end 2017, would increase the estimated cost in that year from €22.9m to €65.4m.

However, it is important to note that, as with the current deal, further costs will arise from 
accelerating benefits to new entrants hired post 2017, on an ongoing basis, in line with contin-
ued recruitment to new entrant grades.

Furthermore, these costs exclude nurses and midwives as per Labour Court recommenda-
tion 21900.

22/10/2019WRH04000Pension Provisions

22/10/2019WRH04100178. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the esti-
mated cost of fully removing the public service pension reduction ahead of schedule; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43647/19]

22/10/2019WRH04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Pub-
lic Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) was introduced on 1 January 2011 under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act (FEMPI) 2010. 

A three-stage partial reversal of PSPR was provided for in the FEMPI Act 2015, with rate 
reductions (via revised PSPR tables) occurring on 1 January in each of the years 2016, 2017 and 
2018. The cost of these FEMPI 2015 changes is estimated at about €90 million on a full-year 
basis from 2018, or €30 million in each of the years 2016, 2017 and 2018.

The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provided for the substantial further lessening 
of the impact of PSPR by way of rate and/or threshold in each of the years 2019 and 2020. The 
significant further lessening of PSPR occurring under the 2017 Act means that:

- as of 1 January 2019 all pensions up to €39,000 per annum are exempt from PSPR, and

- from 1 January 2020, all pensions up to €54,000 per annum will be exempt from PSPR.

When fully in place from the beginning of 2020, these changes will mean that the vast 
majority of public service retirees - approximately 97% - will be entirely free from PSPR. For 
those who retired since end-February 2012 that threshold is even higher at €60,000. Addition-
ally, pensions awarded in respect of retirements after the FEMPI 2013 grace period, which 
expired on 1 April 2019, are not subject to PSPR. The cost to the Exchequer of these changes is 
estimated at €24 million in 2019 and €12 million in 2020.

Section 27 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 Act states that the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform will, no later than 31 December 2020, make an order which 
will specify a date for the full removal of PSPR from that residual group of PSPR-affected pen-
sions. The date specified in the order will effectively be the date for the complete abolition of 
the PSPR.   The cost of fully removing this residual PSPR from pensions which remain affected 
from 1 January 2020 is estimated at €12 million.

22/10/2019WRH04300Flood Risk Management
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22/10/2019WRH04400179. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the capi-
tal allocation for flooding projects in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the expected allocation 
in 2019; the capital allocation for flooding projects from 2020 to 2025; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43649/19]

22/10/2019WRH04500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Capital expenditure and investment on flooding projects and associated flood 
risk management measures and programmes for the years 2016 – 2018 are set out in Table 1. 
The figures exclude expenditure on Plant and Machinery.

Table 1

Year 2016 2017 2018
Expenditure €51.86m €45.37m €64.64m
 The allocation for flood risk management investment included under Vote 13 (Office of 

Public Works) in the Revised Estimates for Public Services for 2019 excluding Plant and Ma-
chinery and after adjustment for the National Childrens Hospital cost overrun is €73.127m. 

 Table 2 sets out the allocations for the Flood Risk Management area between 2020 and 
2025 as set out in the National Development Plan 2018 - 2027.

Table 2

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Allocation €90m €100m €100m €100m €100m €100m
The above allocations will allow the OPW in collaboration with Local Authorities to con-

tinue implementation of its comprehensive programme of investment in flood relief schemes 
nationally as I announced in May 2018 at the launch of the Flood Risk Management Plans 
under the CFRAM Programme.  This programme amounts to €1 billion approximately and in-
cludes over 150 individual flood relief projects which I and the Government are committed to 
implementing within the timeframe of the National Development Plan.

In addition to these projects the OPW will continue to fund Local Authorities to undertake 
local flood relief projects up to a limit of €750,000 under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works 
and Coastal Protection Scheme.

22/10/2019WRH04600Special Educational Needs Staff Data

22/10/2019WRH04700180. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
SNAs appointed to both primary and post-primary schools in County Kerry for the school year 
2019-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42924/19]

22/10/2019WRH04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  
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In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools and counties for each school 
year and this information is available on their website, www.ncse.ie

22/10/2019WRH04900Summer Works Scheme Applications

22/10/2019WRH05000181. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding 
will be granted for a school (details supplied) for the upgrading of its boundary fence under the 
summer works programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42944/19]

22/10/2019WRH05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that an application for External Works (Category 10) has been received from the school author-
ity in question, under my Department’s previous multi-annual Summer Works Scheme. 

Schools that previously applied for category 10 works (External Works, e.g. upgrade and 
resurfacing of yards and car parking, etc.) were exempt from applying for category 10 under 
the current Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards and could apply for an alternative 
category if they considered it necessary. It is intended to undertake an analysis of these out-
standing applications. This analysis, together with funding availability and priorities for the 
SWS in 2020 will determine the pathway forward in respect of these remaining applications for 
category 10 external works. 

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4, 2019 for works to be car-
ried out in summer 2020.

22/10/2019WRH05200Home Tuition Scheme

22/10/2019WRH05300182. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children with special needs in receipt of home tuition due to the fact that a suitable school 
place cannot be found; the number in June 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42945/19]
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22/10/2019WRH05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Home Tu-
ition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educational 
service for children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable to attend school.

Home tuition is not an alternative to a school placement and is provided in very limited and 
specific circumstances. By its nature, it is intended to be a short term intervention.

Special Educational Needs Home Tuition Scheme 

This strand of the Home Tuition Scheme provides funding towards a compensatory educa-
tional service for children with special educational needs seeking an educational placement in 
a recognised school.

Funding towards home tuition is available as a short term measure until a suitable place is 
available.  

In such circumstances the NCSE will actively engage at local level with schools, Patron 
Bodies and the families to ensure that suitable places are provided as soon as possible.

If, following completion of that work, the NCSE has not been able to establish the required 
school placements it can activate the provisions contained in section 37A of the Education Act 
1998 are needed, it can be activated.

The legislation was formally for the first time on April 18th in respect insufficient special 
class and school places in Dublin 15. To date this has resulted in the opening 7 new special 
classes and a new Special School that will provide 88 places for children with special needs. 
These children are currently accessing Home Tuition until the transition into their new place-
ments.

The scheme also provides Home Tuition for pre-school/early educational intervention for 
children with autism aged 2.5 to 6 years of age who meet the schemes eligibility criteria.

No of children in receipt Home Tuition Funding 19/20 and 18/19

 2019/20 School Year (Cur-
rent)

End 2018/19 School Year 
(June 2019) 

Special Educational Needs   
Age 2.5yrs – 6yrs 440 584
Age 6yrs+ 46 49

22/10/2019WRH05500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRH05600183. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the necessary 
supports will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42951/19]

22/10/2019WRH05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of my Depart-
ment’s Assistive Technology Scheme, as set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013, is to 
provide grant-aid to schools to allow them to purchase the type of specialist equipment which 
has been recommended by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) as being essen-
tial for students who have been diagnosed as having a serious physical disability and/or sensory 
or communicative disability to the extent that their ability to communicate through the medium 
of speech or writing is materially curtailed. 
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The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) 
is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including assistive technology. SENOs make recommendations to my Department where as-
sistive technology is required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in making 
such recommendations, as set out in Circular 0010/2013.   

In order to qualify for equipment under the assistive technology scheme, a child must have 
been diagnosed with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommen-
dation in a professional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the child 
to access the curriculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is 
insufficient to meet the child’s needs.

Although equipment is sanctioned under the Assistive Technology scheme for use by par-
ticular students, it is the property of the school, and the school’s management authority is re-
sponsible for maintenance, repair, and insurance of the equipment. 

I can confirm that an application for assistive technology for the pupil named by the dep-
uty was received in my Department on 26 February and funding was not sanctioned to the 
school, on the basis that the SENO did not recommend that the application met the criteria for 
provision of equipment.

It is open to the school to appeal this decision. The appeals process is outlined on my De-
partment’s website at the following link: https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Ser-
vices/Grants-and-Additional-Support/Assistive-Technology-Grant/

Separately, where an appeal has been unsuccessful, but new information becomes available,  
it is open to the school to submit a new application to the SENO for consideration.

It is also open to parents to contact SENOs directly to discuss their child’s special educa-
tional needs, using the contact details available at: www.ncse.ie/seno-contact-list

22/10/2019WRH05800Teachers’ Remuneration

22/10/2019WRH05900184. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 253 of 2 July 2019, if the costing relating to the island teaching allow-
ance and persons employed in education and training boards has been collated. [42953/19]

22/10/2019WRH06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Further to the information 
which I provided in July 2019 relating to the island allowance the Deputy will be aware of the 
background to this situation which arose in 2012 following the need to enact a number of mea-
sures to reduce public expenditure including a review of public service-wide allowances and 
premium payments. 

At that time any person who was in receipt of the relevant allowances on the 31 January 
2012 continued to be paid that allowance except where that teacher ceased that job role or 
changed school or employer on or after 1 February 2012. Where a teacher is redeployed under 
the agreed redeployment scheme this will not be regarded as a cessation.  

 Officials in my Department have collated the number of teaching posts in schools under 
the patronage of Education and Training Boards (ETBs) where the post holders concerned do 
not currently hold the island allowance. This information has been provided to my Department 
directly from the ETBs concerned. 
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The annual cost of restoring the island allowance to teachers in ETB schools who do not 
currently hold this allowance, would be approximately €43,000 annually, including employers 
PRSI.

22/10/2019WRH06100Special Educational Needs Staff

22/10/2019WRH06200185. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to provide an increase in special education teachers, SET, hours to a school (details supplied) 
following an appeal by the school for an increase in SET hours; the number of additional SET 
hours that will be made available; when the additional hours will be sanctioned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42963/19]

22/10/2019WRH06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): DES Circulars 0007/2019 for 
primary schools and 0008/2019 for post primary schools provide details of how the allocations 
of Special Education Teachers have been updated for schools from September 2019, based on 
updated profile data.

All schools have now received revised allocations for September 2019. 

As the re profiling occurred, some schools gained additional allocations, where the profile 
indicator data indicates these schools have additional needs. Some schools received slightly 
reduced allocations, where the data indicates less need, and some schools maintained their ex-
isting allocations.

No school has lost a full special education teaching post as a result of the re profiling pro-
cess.

There has also been be no reduction to the overall number of special education teaching 
posts within the school system. There are currently over 13,400 special education teachers in 
schools, an increase of 37% since 2011.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile. 

The school referred to by the Deputy has 10 special education teaching hours, or 0.4 of 
a special education teacher post, for an enrolment of 41 pupils at the time the profile was de-
veloped.  

Both this Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated.

Accordingly, a number of review processes have been put in place to support schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published details of an appeal process 
for the 2019 allocation process for schools on their website www.ncse.ie.   

Schools were advised that the appeal would consider circumstances where schools consid-
ered that their school profile was calculated incorrectly, using the data set out in DES Circulars 
007 and 008 2019. An appeal could be submitted for a review of the information used and of 
the calculation of the allocation. 

The NCSE wrote to schools on 31st May, 2019 to advise them of the outcome of the appeals. 
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A second process is in place to address circumstances where the school profile significantly 
changed following the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net enrolment 
numbers significantly increased.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule for the 2019/20 school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts, in accordance with 
these criteria, will also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take 
account of this developing status. 

Finally, it is acknowledged that there are some circumstances, which may arise in schools, 
which fall outside the appeals process, or allocations for developing school status. 

These relate to exceptional or emergency circumstances which could not have been an-
ticipated e.g. where the school profile changes very significantly, or where other exceptional 
circumstances have arisen in a school and which may require a review of schools capacity to 
provide additional teaching support for all pupils who need it in the school, or of their utilisation 
of their allocations.

A process is in place where schools can seek a review of their allocations, including the 
utilisation of their allocations, in circumstances where a school considers that very exceptional 
circumstances have arisen subsequent to the development of the profile.  

This appeal process is available at the following link:  https://ncse.ie/review-of-special-
education-teacher-supports-where-there-are-exceptional-circumstances-or-needs-arising-in-a-
school-2 

Should the school referred to in this question which to submit an appeal in relation to its 
curent allocation, it should do so via this process.

22/10/2019WRH06400Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2019WRH06500186. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe 
for construction of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42965/19]

22/10/2019WRH06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) (Detailed Design) which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the 
preparation of tender documents. 

The Design Team is  currently working on completing a revised Stage 2(b) report for sub-
mission to the Department for review.

Upon receipt, review and approval of the revised Stage 2(b) submission the Department will 
be in contact with the school in regard to the further progression of the project.

22/10/2019WRH06700Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2019WRH06800187. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [43001/19]

22/10/2019WRH06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy has recently completed Stage 2(b) of architectural planning 
and has been progressed to tender stage. 

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

22/10/2019WRH07000School Enrolments

22/10/2019WRH07100188. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a school place for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43014/19]

22/10/2019WRH07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the policy of my Depart-
ment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 

The National council for Special Education (NCSE) is an independent statutory body whose 
functions include planning and co-ordinating the provision of education and support services 
to children with special educational needs in conjunction with schools and the health Service 
Executive (HSE).  Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are 
available by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for the establishment of special classes in various geographical areas where there is 
an identified needs.  The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year and where special 
provision is required it is planned and established to meet that needs.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and then a matter for the school/ Board of Management having regard to their own enrol-
ment/admissions policy.  The Department and the NCSE has no role in relation to processing 
applications for enrolment to schools. 

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment 
policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998. The criteria to be applied by schools in such 
circumstances is a matter for the schools themselves. This selection process and the enrolment 
policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of 
all applicants. Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged 
to publish it’s enrolment policy.

Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, provides parents with an appeal process where a 
board of management of a school or a person acting on behalf of the Board refuses enrolment 
to a student. Where a school refuses to enrol a pupil, the school is obliged to inform parents 
of their right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to either the 
relevant Educational Training Board or to the Secretary General of the Department.

Parents/guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local Special Education Needs Organiser (SENO) who can as-
sist in identifying an appropriate educational placement for their child.  Contact details are 
available on www.ncse.ie.
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The NCSE also works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. The local service is delivered through the national network of Educational 
Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are available at http://www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/edu-
cation-and-welfare/.

Under the Home Tuition Grant Scheme, Tadhg receives 20 hours home tuition per week as 
an interim measure until a placement becomes available. The availability of a school placement 
is assessed by the NCSE having regard to, although not limited to, the relevant diagnosis and 
relevant professional report.

Accordingly, the NCSE advises parents, to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible. Where parents have been unsuccessful in 
enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

22/10/2019WRH07300School Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRH07400189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if urgently required 
additional temporary facilities will be provided to a school (details supplied) while it awaits a 
new school building. [43019/19]

22/10/2019WRH07500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question was approved significant capital funding, in January 2019, under the 
Additional School Accommodation Scheme which includes prefab replacement.  In assessing 
the application for interim accommodation, my Department considered that existing accommo-
dation could be utilised, as an interim measure, pending delivery of the permanent accommoda-
tion. The school authority has been informed of this decision.

22/10/2019WRJ00200Schools Building Projects

22/10/2019WRJ00300190. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the pre-qualifi-
cation process for a school project (details supplied) in County Kildare will now commence in 
parallel with the completion of the stage 2(b) documentation in order to fast-track the project. 
[43021/19]

22/10/2019WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.     

The Design Team has confirmed that it is working on finalising the Stage 2(b) Report ensur-
ing the new school building will be a “Near Zero Energy Building” (NZEB) in compliance with 
the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

The Design Team Leader currently envisages that the Stage 2(b) Report will be with the 
Department for review in the coming weeks. 
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Upon completion, receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, the Department will 
revert to the school regarding the further progression of this major building project, including 
pre-qualification of contractors. 

Authorisation to commence the pre-qualification process cannot be considered until such 
time as the Stage 2(b) submision has been received and deemed to be compliant.

22/10/2019WRJ00500Springboard Programme

22/10/2019WRJ00600191. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question Nos. 462 of 8 October 2019 and 594 of 15 October 2019, if he will include 
partial capacity benefit as a qualifying payment for Springboard courses which come under the 
responsibility of his Department (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43030/19]

22/10/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Springboard+ which incor-
porates the ICT skills conversion programme, is a targeted initiative which is used to provide 
funding for higher education courses aimed at meeting the need for in-demand skills in the 
economy.  Springboard+ supports jobseekers to return to employment and those in employment 
to upskill or reskill.

Springboard+ courses are open to people irrespective of their employment status.  Return-
ers and those in receipt of certain DEASP allowances can access courses free of charge. Level 
6 courses are free to all participants and for employed participants on courses NFQ level 7 – 9, 
90% of the course fee will be funded by the Government, with participants required to contrib-
ute just 10% of the fee. 

With regard to unemployed people and people on various DEASP allowances the DEASP 
has responsibility for setting down the eligibility criteria for their customers wishing to partici-
pate in Springboard+.

My Department has contacted the DEASP in relation to your query on the Partial Capacity 
Benefit and Springboard+ and has received the following response:

Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is not an eligible payment for customers undertaking an edu-
cation or training course, therefore, the customer is not entitled to undertake the Springboard+ 
course while in receipt of this payment. 

PCB has been designed to support persons in receipt of Invalidity Pension (IP) and Ill-
ness Benefit (IB) to return to work while also continuing to provide them with income support 
through the social welfare system.  PCB is not designed to provide income support while a 
person is undertaking an education or training course. 

DEASP also indicated that people in receipt of IB and IP (subject to some conditionality) 
may be permitted to undertake/participate on training or educational programmes; however, 
they must seek prior written approval from the DEASP before commencing any such pro-
gramme.

22/10/2019WRJ00800Digital Strategy for Schools

22/10/2019WRJ00900192. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure in 
obtaining a licence or permission to operate an online education platform here; the other re-
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quirements there are in the provision of online education; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43038/19]

22/10/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act, 1998 the Board of Management is the body responsible for the day to day run-
ning of the school and therefore decisions regarding the use of educational resources including 
textbooks and online education platforms or resources, are taken at school level having regard 
to the context and circumstances of each school. Where the introduction of new technology is 
planned, consultation with members of the school community including parents is advised, and 
is now underpinned in legislation through the recently published Education (Student and Parent 
Charter) Bill 2019.

Apart from a small number of prescribed texts at post-primary, determined by the NCCA, 
the decisions on which resources to use, if any, in primary and post-primary schools are taken 
at school level. My Department does not generally approve, commission, sponsor or endorse 
educational textbooks or other resources, including online education platforms.

The only requirement from the Department on any resource used in a school is that it cov-
ers the curriculum. Decisions on support materials, including textbooks and other resources, to 
assist teachers in mediating the curriculum to students are best taken at school level to reflect 
their particular context and requirements.

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015–2020 reflects the Department’s current policy on the 
embedding of digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment in primary and post pri-
mary schools. It sets out a clear vision that is focused on realising the potential of digital tech-
nologies to transform the learning experiences of students by helping them become engaged 
thinkers, active learners, knowledge constructors and global citizens who participate fully in 
society and the economy. The Strategy is the result of extensive research and consultation and 
reflects the views of education stakeholders including young people.

A total of €50 million investment in ICT infrastructure for all primary and post primary 
schools under the Digital Strategy was announced in March this year. This was the third tranche 
of funding and brings   total spend so far to €110m.

Schools are supported to develop a Digital Learning Plan, and have flexibility to determine 
how best to embed the use of digital technologies in teaching and learning in their school, 
taking into account their individual circumstances and contexts. Guidance for schools on de-
veloping their Digital Learning Plan can be found at https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.
ie/en/Planning/. Information on the Digital Learning Framework, a tool to support schools in 
embedding the use of digital technology in teaching and learning, can also be found at that link.

22/10/2019WRJ01100Teacher Training Provision

22/10/2019WRJ01200193. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 539 of 24 July 2019, the proposals developed by his Department in 
relation to the training of school staff in the use of EpiPens following the publication of the 
comprehensive review of the special needs assistant scheme.  [43055/19]

22/10/2019WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department promotes the 
quality of teaching and learning through the provision of quality teacher training programmes 
and continuing professional development and support for principals and teachers in a range of 
pedagogical, curricular and educational areas. This is done through initial teacher education 
programmes, education centres and support services for teachers at primary and post-primary 
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level.

Under the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body 
charged with the direct governance of a school. 

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of the 
students in their school and care and safety should be at the centre of all policy and practices. 
Schools are required to take all reasonable precautions to provide training for teachers to ensure 
the safety and welfare of their pupils.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) advise that, by law, employers and those who con-
trol workplaces to any extent, must identify hazards in the workplaces under their control and 
assess the risk presented by the hazards.

Employers must write down the risks and what to do about them. This is known as Risk As-
sessment. The aim of Risk Assessment is to reduce the risk of injury and illness associated with 
work. The Risk Assessment(s) will form part of the employer’s Safety Statement.

The Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 set out the 
First-Aid requirements for workplaces as follows: “Employers have a duty to provide first-aid 
equipment at all places at work where working conditions require it. Depending on the size or 
specific hazard (or both) of the place of work, trained occupational first-aiders must also be 
provided. Apart from some exceptions, first-aid rooms must be provided where appropriate. 
Information must also be provided to employees as regards the first-aid facilities and arrange-
ments in place.”

It is important that the school management authority requests parents to ensure that the 
school is made aware of any medical condition suffered by any student attending. Where the 
school is aware of potential difficulties that may arise as a consequence of a medical condition 
suffered by one or more students, it may be possible for the management authorities, working in 
conjunction with parents, teachers and children to put preventative measures in place to lessen 
the possibility of any difficulties arising or to ensure that, if a student suffers from an illness re-
quiring, for example, the administration of medication, that appropriate treatment is available.

The administration of medicines in primary schools is the subject of an agreement between 
the Irish National Teachers Organisation and the organisation representing school management 
at primary level. While this agreement specifies that no teacher can be required to administer 
medicine or drugs to pupils, it also sets out procedures that must be followed where a teacher 
or teachers agree to do so. The position is that either the parents of the child should make them-
selves available to administer medication as required, or where they wish the staff in the school 
to administer it, they should indemnify the school.

My Department cannot direct any member of the Board of Management or the teaching 
staff of the school to administer medical treatment to pupils, action and procedures which are 
normally carried out by medical professionals such as doctors and nurses. 

The organisation of training in the administration of medicines is a matter for the Board of 
Management and my Department has no plans for future training programmes in this area.

Where a child requires adult assistance to assist in the administration of medicine and where 
the extent of assistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time, SNA support may 
be allocated for this purpose.

It is a matter for the Board of Management to ensure that SNAs are in a position to effec-
tively meet the care needs of students for whom SNA support has been allocated in the school, 
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when appointing an SNA. 

Where specific training is required, the Board of Management should liaise with the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) in order to ensure that the HSE provides guidance and training that 
enables the SNA to meet the care needs of the pupil in an appropriate manner. It is a matter for 
individual school authorities to make such arrangements locally. 

It is my Department’s experience that once the matter has been discussed in detail with the 
Board of Management and staff of a school, and once all parties are clear as to the procedures 
to be followed, arrangements can normally be made to assist the administration of first aid or 
medicine.

In September 2016, I requested the NCSE to lead a comprehensive review of the Special 
Needs Assistant Scheme to identify and recommend how, in the future, the additional care 
needs of students, over and above those needs that could be reasonably expected to be managed 
by teaching staff, should be met and to identify and recommend the most appropriate form of 
support options to provide better outcomes for students with Special Educational Needs who 
have additional care needs, having regard to the significant amount of State investment in this 
area.

The administration of medication and other such issues in schools, was raised with the 
NCSE as part of the consultation process of this review.

The Comprehensive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme was published by the 
NCSE on 30 May 2018 and my Department is developing proposals to implement the recom-
mendations of the Review. 

On the 27 March 2019, I announced the trialling of the School Inclusion Model – a new 
model of support for students with special educational and additional care needs. This new 
research-based package of education and health supports will be piloted and evaluated in the 
2019/20 school year.

One of the key features of the School Inclusion Model pilot is a national training programme 
for SNAs. The design and roll out , on a pilot basis, of a national training programme for SNAs 
is being prioritised and work is ongoing in this regard.

22/10/2019WRJ01400School Accommodation

22/10/2019WRJ01500194. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a limited 
additional accommodation grant was provided to a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43100/19]

22/10/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a review of an application for additional accommodation under the ‘Additional School Ac-
commodation Scheme’ has been received from the school in question.  The review is currently 
under assessment, as soon as this process is completed a decision will be conveyed directly to 
the school authority.

22/10/2019WRJ01700Departmental Properties

22/10/2019WRJ01800195. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline to 
sign required documents in the case of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [43119/19]

22/10/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that officials in 
my Department are progressing this matter and the document referred to by the Deputy will be 
signed and sealed as soon as possible, and returned to the Department’s legal representatives to 
finalise the matter.

22/10/2019WRJ02000Education and Training Boards

22/10/2019WRJ02100196. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the educational services provided at a centre (details supplied); if planning is under way 
to provide a location for services to be provided in another location; if the location has been 
identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43135/19]

22/10/2019WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Cork Education and Training Board (CETB) currently provides two thousand ‘co-operation 
hours’ annually to the Sacred Heart House located in the Bessborough Centre in Cork.   The 
co-operation hours scheme is a longstanding arrangement under which Education and Train-
ing Boards (ETBs) provide teaching hours for settings run by a range of organisations.  In this 
case CETB employs 3 teachers who deliver education and training to early school leavers in the 
Bessborough Centre.  No funding is provided by my Department or CETB to the centre for its 
early school leaver provision.

I understand from CETB that they are aware that the Sacret Heart Order wishes to dispose 
of the property and that a sale is being pursued. They are currently engaging with the Bessbor-
ough Centre to explore options for the continued delivery of education and training to early 
school leavers.

Cork ETB previously funded a Local Training Initiative (LTI) in horticulture on the site. 
The provision previously delivered on the site has already been relocated to the Ardfoyle Centre 
in Cork.

22/10/2019WRJ02300Summer Works Scheme Applications

22/10/2019WRJ02400197. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is in receipt 
of a funding application from a primary school (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43136/19]

22/10/2019WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application under my Department’s multi-annual 
Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise the Deputy that commensurate with the level of funding available for the 
SWS in 2020, applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the priori-
tisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme. This Circular Letter 
(0027/2019) is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4 2019 for works to be carried 
out in summer 2020.

22/10/2019WRJ02600Departmental Reviews
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22/10/2019WRJ02700198. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the re-
view of the ex gratia scheme has been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[43148/19]

22/10/2019WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The review of the ex gratia 
scheme is progressing but is not yet complete.  However, Payments are being made to a number 
of victims of child sexual abuse in day schools on foot of the assessments made by the Indepen-
dent Assessor to the ex gratia scheme, Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill.  The current position is that 
sixteen offers of payment have been made and, to date, seven have been accepted.   

In response to the assessor’s determinations my Department, in conjunction with the Office 
of the Attorney General, is examining the ex gratia scheme.

22/10/2019WRJ02900Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2019WRJ03000199. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
make a change to the eligibility criteria for the SUSI grant to deal with situations such as that 
of a person (details supplied); the measures he plans to undertake to improve the fairness of the 
SUSI grant eligibility criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43156/19]

22/10/2019WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Assessment of means under 
the Student Grant Scheme 2019 is based on gross income from all sources, of the applicant and 
his/her parents.  

Under Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2019 a student may apply to the awarding au-
thority to have his/her eligibility assessed or reassessed in the event of a change in circumstanc-
es, which includes reckonable income, between 1 January 2019 and the end of the academic 
year, which is likely to continue for the foreseeable future or the duration of the course attended. 

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the cen-
tralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to deter-
mine. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, or 
that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, to 
SUSI.  

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by an appeals of-
ficer in SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/
her case, an appeal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within 
the required timeframe (i.e. not later than 30 days after the notification of the determination 
of the appeals officer to the applicant). Such appeals can be made by the appellant on line via 
www.studentgrantappeals.ie. 

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended.

22/10/2019WRJ03200Schools Building Projects Status
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22/10/2019WRJ03300200. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school development (details supplied). [43177/19]

22/10/2019WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project is being 
delivered under my Department’s Design & Build programme.  This delivery programme uses 
a professional external Project Management team to progress the project through the stages of 
architectural planning, tendering and construction.  

An application for Planning Permission in respect of the works was submitted to Cork 
County Council on 26th September 2019.  As with all school building projects, the exact time-
frame for delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning permission. 

The schools Board of Management will be kept informed of progress by my Department’s 
officials.

22/10/2019WRJ03500Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2019WRJ03600201. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school project (details supplied). [43180/19]

22/10/2019WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an early stage of Architectural Planning. 

A Design Team was appointed but a number of site issues were required to be addressed 
which precluded the progression of the project pending their resolution. The school has now 
confirmed to the Department that all site issues have been resolved in order to facilitate the 
progression of this building project.    

The school also requested an increase to the original Project Brief from a Principal plus 12 
mainstream teachers up to a Principal plus 16 mainstream teachers with 2 SEN class bases. My 
Department has approved the increased project brief on the understanding that the additional 
area can be accommodated on the proposed site.   

Under EU Procurement Regulations a new procurement procedure is required to be under-
taken where there are substantial modifications to a project. As such, a new Design Team is 
required to be appointed. My Department is in contact with the school authorities in that regard. 

 This major building project is included in my Department’s Construction Program being 
delivered under the National Development Plan.

22/10/2019WRJ03800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRJ03900202. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
(details supplied) is planned to have an ASD unit in place by the start of the 2020/2021 school 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43192/19]

22/10/2019WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of educa-
tion and support services to children with special educational needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.
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It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area. My Department is not involved in considering applications 
from individual schools.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a 
particular area, and in relation to a particular school, I have arranged for the question to be for-
warded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

22/10/2019WRJ04100Schools Building Contractors

22/10/2019WRJ04200203. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) has met all building standard regulations; if there are works outstanding; the remedia-
tion or repair work which has had to be carried out or is planned to be carried out; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43212/19]

22/10/2019WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Department commenced a programme of structural assessments in over 40 schools built by 
a company in late October last year.  At that time, a part of 1 school building was closed, im-
mediate precautionary measures were put in place in 22 schools, with the remaining 17 schools, 
including Rush and Lusk Educate Together, not requiring immediate precautionary measures 
pending further detailed investigations.  Detailed investigations in the 22 schools with precau-
tionary measures in place took place between January and May 2019.  The first phase of the 
School Remediation Programme for these schools took place during the 2019 summer holiday 
period with permanent remediation work carried out enabling the removal of precautionary 
measures in full in 14 schools and preparatory work well advanced to commence structural 
remediation work in the remaining 8 schools.

Planned detailed investigations in the remaining 17 schools, which includes Rush and Lusk 
Educate Together, also took place over the Summer months. The engineering advice following 
those detailed investigations was that some temporary engineering solutions and other precau-
tionary measures should be completed in some parts of some of these buildings until permanent 
remediation works were designed, programmed and delivered.  These works were completed in 
advance of these schools re-opening for the new school year.

The programme to complete the remediation of all the impacted schools including Rush and 
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Lusk Educate Together is continuing, with the intention to maximise holiday periods.

22/10/2019WRJ04400School Transport Provision

22/10/2019WRJ04500204. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 457 of 6 September 2019, if school transport will be provided to a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43287/19]

22/10/2019WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme 
children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from 
and are attending their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, 
having regard to ethos and language.

Bus Éireann has advised that the child referred to by the Deputy is attending his nearest 
school but was deemed ineligible in error, this  has now been rectified. Bus Éireann has con-
firmed that they will liaise directly with the family to inform them how they can proceed with 
their application and in regard to transport arrangements for the child.

22/10/2019WRJ04700Emergency Works Scheme Applications

22/10/2019WRJ04800205. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will be made on an emergency works application by a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43294/19]

22/10/2019WRJ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers recently submitted an appeal to my Department requesting a review of its application 
for funding under the Emergency Works Grant Scheme to address roof issues.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that this review has been completed. Consequently, these 
repairs have been sanctioned and a letter outlining the approved funding has been forwarded to 
the School Authority.

22/10/2019WRJ05000Education and Training Boards Expenditure

22/10/2019WRJ05100206. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of legal fees 
and settlements in colleges (details supplied) in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, including a settlement in 2018 at the Workplace Relations Commission, WRC, for al-
leged bullying. [43295/19]

22/10/2019WRJ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The colleges referred to in 
the question from the Deputy are under the patronage of Cavan and Monaghan Education and 
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Training Board (CMETB). Management of industrial relations issues under the auspices of 
the Work Place Relations Commission (WRC) and further on appeal through the Courts, includ-
ing any legal fees or settlements resulting from such cases, are matters for the ETB concerned. 

CMETB has advised my officials in that in the case of Inver College there were two dis-
putes before the WRC in the years between 2014 and 2019. My officials have been further ad-
vised that the cases were settled between the parties on confidential terms including legal costs. 
The legal costs incurred by the ETB in managing one case was €8,601 and in the second cases 
the ETB’s legal costs were covered by their insurance. 

In the case of Largy College following High Court and Court of Appeal hearings against 
CMETB relating to a decision to transfer a teacher from that college in which the litigant was 
unsuccessful legal costs totalling €188,852.93 were awarded to CMETB. As the litigant did not 
consent to these costs the matter has now been sent for taxation in default of agreement.

22/10/2019WRJ05300Education and Training Boards Staff

22/10/2019WRJ05400207. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the appointment 
of a principal to an education and training board college is subject to departmental scrutiny 
and approval; if so, the process involved; if allegations of previous breaches of dignity at work 
guidelines are taken into account before such an appointment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43296/19]

22/10/2019WRJ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Chief Executive of an Ed-
ucation and Training Board(ETB) is responsible for executive functions in the ETB, including 
recruitment and employment of staff. ETBs appoint Principals using a Competency Based re-
cruitment process. This process is conducted in accordance with the principles of recruitment 
as per the Commission for Public Service Appointments.

22/10/2019WRJ05600Protected Disclosures

22/10/2019WRJ05700208. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the results and actions 
taken as a result of the investigation into the protected disclosure regarding alleged wrongdoing 
at a college (details supplied). [43297/19]

22/10/2019WRJ05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Protected Disclosures Act 
2014 came into effect on 15 July 2014. This Act provides a framework within which workers 
can raise concerns regarding potential wrongdoing that has come to their attention in the work-
place in the knowledge that they can avail of the protections afforded under the legislation. 

The school to which the Deputy refers operates under the patronage of Cavan and Monaghan 
Education and Training Board (ETB). Protected disclosures relating to that school are dealt 
with by the ETB concerned.

22/10/2019WRJ05900Education and Training Boards Staff

22/10/2019WRJ06000209. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of teach-
ers employed at colleges (details supplied) at the time of the appointment of the current princi-
pal; and the number that have left. [43298/19]
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22/10/2019WRJ06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Teacher allocations to all 
schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of posts are communicated to school 
managements annually and are available on the Department website. 

The school referred to by the Deputy is an ETB (Education and Training Board) school un-
der the remit of Louth/Meath ETB.   My Department allocates teaching posts to individual ETB 
Schemes in accordance with the published criteria.  The distribution of this staffing allocation 
between its schools and the recruitment and appointment of teachers, including Principals, to 
fill teaching posts is a matter for the Chief Executive of each ETB, subject to procedures agreed 
under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) 
Act 2012).

22/10/2019WRJ06200Third Level Admissions Data

22/10/2019WRJ06300210. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of stu-
dents enrolled at colleges (details supplied) on 1 September 2019; and the number presently 
enrolled. [43299/19]

22/10/2019WRJ06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of schools sub-
mitting their annual census is still ongoing. 

We will be in a position to publish provisonal enrollment figures for the 2019 academic 
year for all post primary schools in January 2020.

22/10/2019WRJ06500Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRJ06600211. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the consultancy 
service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs 
associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43312/19]

22/10/2019WRJ06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of consultancy pay-
ments made by my Department for the year 2018 are available on my Department’s website at 
the following link: https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Financial-Re-
ports/Expenditure-on-Consultancy/expenditure-on-consultancy-by-department-of-education-
and-skills-in-2018.pdf

22/10/2019WRJ06800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRJ06900212. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 
to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43329/19]

22/10/2019WRJ07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As part of the Value for Mon-
ey and Policy Review initiative, during the period referenced by the Deputy, work progressed 
on the Focused Policy Assessment on the Economic Impact of International Students in Higher 
Education in Ireland. This work was conducted by staff of my Department and consequently no 
external financial costs were incurred.
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22/10/2019WRJ07100Special Educational Needs Data

22/10/2019WRJ07200213. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pri-
mary and secondary schools in each county that have autism units; and the number of primary 
and secondary school students diagnosed with autism in each county. [43375/19]

22/10/2019WRJ07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department does not hold 
information in relation to the number of children with a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder 
in school.

The National Council for Special education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Depart-
ment, is responsible for planning, coordinating and advising on education provision for children 
with special educational needs in consultation with the relevant education partners and the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE’s policy advice on Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016) 
noted a national ASD prevalence rate of 1.55% or 1 in every 65 students. 

There were 567,772 students enrolled in Primary schools and 362,899 students enrolled in 
Post Primary schools in the 2018/19 school year. Enrolment data for the 2019/20 year will be 
available later in the year.

167 new special classes will be opened for the 2019/20 school year, which means there will 
be 1,622 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. 1,355 are Autism Spectrum Dis-
order (ASD) special classes, including 133 ASD early intervention classes, 852 primary ASD 
classes and 370 post-primary ASD classes in mainstream schools.

124 special schools also provide specialist education for those students with complex spe-
cial educational needs including ASD.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs including special 
classes for Autism are available by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.

22/10/2019WRJ07400Gaelscoil Issues

22/10/2019WRJ07500214. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of new 
teachers needed each year for Gaelscoileanna; and the number of teachers that are graduating 
each year from teacher training colleges having undertaken their training completely in Irish. 
[43376/19]

22/10/2019WRJ07600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Teacher allocations to all 
schools (including Gaelscoileanna) are approved annually by my Department in accordance 
with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolment.  The criteria for the allocation of 
posts are communicated to school managements annually and are available on the Department’s 
website.  

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24 of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). In accordance with Department 
Circulars 0044/2019 and 31/2011, schools are required to employ appropriately qualified and 
registered teachers.

At primary, all teachers must be qualified to teach the range of subjects as outlined in the 



Questions - Written Answers

88

Primary School Curriculum -1999 (Curaclam na Bunscoile) to children in all classes. The abil-
ity to speak Irish proficiently and to use Irish as the language of incidental communication in 
the classroom is a prerequisite for teaching for all teachers. This is reflected in the Teaching 
Council’s Criteria and Guidelines for Programme Providers (2011, updated in 2017), against 
which all programmes of Initial Teacher Education (ITE) are accredited, where Gaeilge is a 
mandatory element of all primary programmes. 

At post-primary, an Irish language Certificate for Post-Primary schools (Teastas Gaeilge do 
Mhúinteoirí Iarbhunscoile (TGMI), allows teachers to show that they fulfill the requirement in 
Irish for appointment as a teacher in Post- Primary schools in which Irish is the daily teach-
ing medium. A specific programme is offered by the National University of Ireland, Galway, a 
Máistir Gairmiúil san Oideachas (Professional Masters in Education) Initial Teacher Education 
programme, targeted towards post-primary teachers of other subjects through Irish. 

A number of measures which support the supply of teachers to Irish-medium schools have 
been introduced as part of the implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022. 
This includes the commencement in 2018 of a new Irish-medium Masters in Education (M.Ed.) 
for primary and post-primary teachers, including principals, in  Mary Immaculate College 
and  the commencement in 2019 of a new 4-year Irish-medium Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) 
for primary teachers in Marino Institute of Education.  The new programmes provide for up to 
60 new places for teacher education through Irish annually. Since 2017, two additional teaching 
posts have also been provided for the Máistir Gairmiúil san Oideachas (Professional Masters in 
Education) teacher education programme NUI Galway via secondment arrangements. The ob-
jective of these two additional posts is to work towards increasing the number of post-primary 
teachers who can deliver a range of subjects through the medium of Irish.  The number of stu-
dents enrolled in the first year of the programme has increased from 25 in 2017 to 35 in 2019.

22/10/2019WRK00200School Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRK00300215. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the urgent 
measures he is taking to arrange accommodation for all displaced students and staff at a school 
(details supplied); and his plans to urgently reconstruct the damaged property. [43404/19]

22/10/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware 
the school in question was completely destroyed by fire last Wednesday 16th October and has 
remained closed since. The school is due to re-open on the 4th November 2019 (after mid-term 
break) in two local schools.

I visited with the school last Wednesday the morning of the fire and met with the Principal, 
representatives of the patron, some members of staff and some parents. My Department is pro-
viding every assistance to the school community during this difficult time and the immediate 
focus is getting the school back in operation on the 4th November.

22/10/2019WRK00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRK00600216. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he is 
taking to ensure that children on the autism spectrum for whom a place in a special class at-
tached to a mainstream school is required can access such a place locally, particularly in County 
Limerick; if he will use his powers to insist that such provision is available within a reasonable 
distance of the homes of such children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43405/19]
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22/10/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of educa-
tion and support services to children with special educational needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need, including in County Limerick.

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area. My Department is not involved in considering applications 
from individual schools.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

Normally, special classes are established with the full cooperation of the schools in areas 
where they are required

However there are some parts of the country where the Council faced challenges in getting 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide special class or school places.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.

The legislation was used for the first time back in April in respect of the Dublin 15 area. 

As Minister, I would much prefer that schools provide places for children in their commu-
nity.  Where this is not the case, I am prepared to use the legislation to ensure that children can 
access a suitable education. 

In Co. Limerick, there are currently 5 special schools and 57 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 5 ASD Early Intervention classes, 28 primary ASD classes, and 16 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area, I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention 
and direct reply.

22/10/2019WRK00800School Staff Appeals Mechanism
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22/10/2019WRK00900217. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an appeal by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43424/19]

22/10/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September. 

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.  The school referred to by the Deputy 
was granted a staffing appeal post, on a provisional basis pending confirmation of enrolments 
on 30th September 2019.

As the school did not achieve the required enrolment, the post will be suppressed with effect 
from 25th October.  The school has been notified in this regard. The Primary Staffing Appeals 
Board  operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

DES Circulars 0007/2019 for primary schools provide details of how the allocations of Spe-
cial Education Teachers have been updated for schools from September 2019, based on updated 
profile data.  All schools have now received revised allocations for September 2019. Under the 
allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special education needs 
support based on their school profile. 

The school referred to by the Deputy has 20 special education teaching hours, or 0.8 of 
a special education teacher post, for an enrolment of 83 pupils at the time the profile was de-
veloped. 

Both this Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated.  An appeal process in relation to the calculation of the allocations 
was made available earlier this year and additional allocations are also provided to schools 
which achieve developing post status.  A process is also available where schools can seek a 
review of their allocations, including the utilisation of their allocations, in circumstances where 
a school considers that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to the devel-
opment of the profile.  This appeal process is available at:  https://ncse.ie/review-of-special-
education-teacher-supports-where-there-are-exceptional-circumstances-or-needs-arising-in-a-
school-2 

I am satisfied that there are in place a number of processes which can review the special 
education teacher allocation for schools where necessary.

22/10/2019WRK01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRK01200218. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be 
an increase in the places available in an ASD unit (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43434/19]

22/10/2019WRK01300219. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be 
an increase in the places available in an ASD unit (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43435/19]

22/10/2019WRK01400220. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be 
an increase in the places available in an ASD unit (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [43436/19]

22/10/2019WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 218 to 220, inclusive, together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need, including in County Kildare. 

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area. My Department is not involved in considering applications 
from individual schools.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

In Co. Kildare, there are currently 4 special schools and 77 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 6 ASD Early Intervention classes, 48 primary ASD classes and 16 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area, I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE, for their attention 
and direct reply.

22/10/2019WRK01800Special Educational Needs

22/10/2019WRK01900221. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding is 
available for technology for children with disabilities who are home schooled; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43441/19]

22/10/2019WRK02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of my Depart-
ment’s Assistive Technology Scheme, as set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013, is to 
provide grant-aid to schools to allow them to purchase the type of specialist equipment which 
has been recommended by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) as being essen-
tial for students who have been diagnosed as having a serious physical disability and/or sensory 
or communicative disability to the extent that their ability to communicate through the medium 
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of speech or writing is materially curtailed. 

When sanctioning such equipment, it must be clear that existing equipment in the school 
is insufficient to meet the child’s needs without unduly depriving other children of access to 
the equipment and without such equipment it will not be possible for the students with serious 
physical and/or sensory/communicative disabilities to access the school curriculum. 

The recommendation of the NCSE is based on accompanying professional reports, as neces-
sary from relevant professionals, such as Educational Psychologists, Occupational Therapists, 
Speech and Language Therapists etc.

The circular also outlines the type of equipment that is not provided under the scheme in-
cluding communication devices or medical or therapy related devices which are not specific 
educational interventions, or equipment that is not specifically required as essential for school 
educational access.

Although equipment is sanctioned under the Assistive Technology scheme for use by par-
ticular students, it is the property of the school, and the school’s management authority is re-
sponsible for maintenance, repair, and insurance of the equipment.

My Department provides for the education of children through the provision of recognised 
schools. Recognised schools must fulfil a number of conditions regarding curriculum, inspec-
tion and other matters.

The Irish constitution recognises the family as the primary educator of the child and defines 
duties and responsibilities for parents and the State in the education of children. 

Section 14 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 makes provision for parents to educate 
their children in places other than recognised schools, such as in the home or in non-recognised 
schools.

Children who are educated at home or who attend a non-recognised schools - must be reg-
istered with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency by their 
parents/guardians.

Parents must ensure their child receives a certain minimum education. There are detailed 
Guidelines on the Assessment of Education in places other than recognised schools. The guide-
lines provide a working definition of “a certain minimum education”. They describe home-
based education and offer guidance on how it may be assessed. They also cover the legal back-
ground of home education.

Where parents choose to educate their children in places other than recognised schools they 
have made a decision not to avail of recognised schools. 

They are not eligible to avail of resources which they may have accessed through enrolment 
in a recognised school and are not eligible to apply for Assistive Technology from my Depart-
ment.

Responsibility for home schooling matters resides with my colleague, the Minister for Chil-
dren & Youth Affairs.

22/10/2019WRK02100Education and Training Boards Administration

22/10/2019WRK02200222. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
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dress a matter regarding modules on a course (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43445/19]

22/10/2019WRK02300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Officials in my Department have made enquiries on the matter with Kerry ETB.

Kerry ETB has indicated that the individual in question is not currently registered on any 
Kerry ETB full time or part time course in health care support.  I understand that the individ-
ual has completed several courses with Kerry ETB leading to component awards which were 
scheduled by Kerry ETB as stand-alone individual courses. Kerry ETB has scheduled part time 
courses leading to a component award related to the Healthcare Major Award for which any 
prospective learner may apply.

22/10/2019WRK02400School Transport Expenditure

22/10/2019WRK02500223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding school transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43467/19]

22/10/2019WRK02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The 1975 Summary of Accounting Arrangements form the basis of the payment to Bus 
Éireann for the operation of the School Transport Scheme.  In this regard, the Department re-
imburses Bus Éireann for a range of costs incurred in the operation and administration of the 
scheme.   Such reimbursement to Bus Éireann is on a cost recovery basis.

 The Bus Éireann audited accounts are available on my Department’s website.

22/10/2019WRK02700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRK02800224. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to the EAL teaching support appeal (details supplied) by a school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43480/19]

22/10/2019WRK02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Special Education Teach-
ing allocation provides a single unified allocation for special educational support teaching needs 
to each school, based on each school’s educational profile and also encompasses the Language 
Support (EAL) allocation that schools were allocated in previous years.  

Further temporary Language Support is also provided, as necessary, to schools that have 
high concentrations of pupils that require language (EAL) support. At primary level, these al-
locations are made on the basis of appeals by schools to the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board has allocated 1 fixed-term EAL post to the school 
referred to by the Deputy, for the 2019/20 school year.  The school has been notified in this 
regard.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its 
decision is final.
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22/10/2019WRK03000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/10/2019WRK03100225. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 225 of 25 June 2019 (details supplied), when a reply will issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43487/19]

22/10/2019WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

22/10/2019WRK03300School Transport Review

22/10/2019WRK03400226. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school trans-
port scheme application by a person (details supplied) that has been ongoing for more than a 
month will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43508/19]

22/10/2019WRK03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 
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Under the terms of the Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for school transport where they are attending the near-
est recognised mainstream school, special class/special school or a unit, that is or can be re-
sourced, to meet their special educational needs.  Eligibility is determined following consulta-
tion with the National Council for Special Education through its network of Special Education 
Needs Organisers.

I am pleased to advise that following the recent change of address the pupil referred to by 
the Deputy is eligible for school transport under the terms of the above scheme and Bus Éire-
ann has advised that the pupil will commence transport on the 21st   of October.  Bus Éireann 
has confirmed that they have been in contact with the family in regard to the arrangements. 

22/10/2019WRK03600Pupil-Teacher Ratio

22/10/2019WRK03700227. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated first 
and full-year cost of reinstating the pre-2012 pupil teacher ratio in two, three and four teacher 
primary schools following Budget 2020 changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43539/19]

22/10/2019WRK03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I understand the importance of 
small schools and I hosted a Small Schools Symposium in June attended by CPSMA, Church of 
Ireland Board of Education, Gaeloideachas, National Association of Board of Management in 
Special Education, An Foras Pátrúnachta, Educate Together, Muslim Primary Education Board, 
Education and Training Boards Ireland, Laois and Offaly ETB, INTO, IPPN,NPC,NCCA, Cen-
tre for School Leadership,DES, Association of Trustee Catholic Schools, TUI, Catholic Edu-
cation-An-Irish Schools Trust CEIST and DRCD to discuss issues of concern to small schools. 
Securing the future of small schools is a priority for me as Minister for Education and Skills.  

Budget 2020 has provided for improved teacher staffing levels for schools with four teach-
ers or less.  This measure will see a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from 
September 2020.  This improved schedule will apply in two, three and four teacher schools and 
ensure one less pupil is required to retain/recruit a teacher.

This builds on measures in previous budgets which has seen improvements in the appoint-
ment and retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom teacher and more favourable 
enrolment thresholds for one teacher schools situated 8km or more from the nearest school of 
the same type of patronage and/or language of instruction.

Small schools have also benefitted from the 1 point improvement to the primary staffing 
schedule for all schools implemented in 2016 and again in 2018.  The staffing schedule at 
primary level currently operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher which is 
historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level.

In addition, the staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria, including a specific appeal measure for small schools, to the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

Taking the Budget 2020 improvement to the staffing of small schools into account and the 
current level of enrolments in schools,  the estimated cost of restoring the staffing schedule for 
small schools to pre-2012 levels would be approximately €2.6 million per annum.

22/10/2019WRK03900Special Educational Needs Staff Data
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22/10/2019WRK04000228. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
special needs assistants required to complete the roll-out of the new school inclusion model; if 
the posts have been provided for in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43544/19]

22/10/2019WRK04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2020 provided for an 
additional 1064 Special Needs Assistants for schools next year.

 Provision is therefore made for up to 17,014 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts to be al-
located to primary, post primary and special schools in 2020. 

This additionality will support the extended roll out of the new School Inclusion Model and 
ensure that students with additional needs get the right supports at the right time as well as sup-
porting the provision of up to 1,300 new special class places.

The provision of 1064 SNA posts for 2020 significantly increases the current provision for 
up to 15950 SNA posts to be allocated to schools in 2019. 

The number of SNAs in the school system has increased by almost 50%, from 10,575 in 
2011 to over 15,900 at present.

Provision for 17,014 SNAs represents an increase of 60% since 2011.

22/10/2019WRK04200School Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRK04300229. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide alternative accommodation to the pupils of a school (details supplied). [43545/19]

22/10/2019WRK04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware 
the school in question was completely destroyed by fire last Wednesday 16th October and has 
remained closed since. The school is due to re-open on the 4th November 2019 (after mid-term 
break) in two local schools.

I visited with the school last Wednesday the morning of the fire and met with the Principal, 
representatives of the patron, some members of staff and some parents. My Department is pro-
viding every assistance to the school community during this difficult time and the immediate 
focus is getting the school back in operation on the 4th November.

22/10/2019WRK04500School Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRK04600230. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ensure 
alternative accommodation and associated facilities will be provided as soon as possible for 
a school (details supplied) following a serious fire on 16 October 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43560/19]

22/10/2019WRK04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware 
the school in question was completely destroyed by fire last Wednesday 16th October and has 
remained closed since. The school is due to re-open on the 4th November 2019 (after mid-term 
break) in two local schools.

I visited with the school last Wednesday the morning of the fire and met with the Principal, 
representatives of the patron, some members of staff and some parents. My Department is pro-
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viding every assistance to the school community during this difficult time and the immediate 
focus is getting the school back in operation on the 4th November.

22/10/2019WRK04800Schools Building Projects Status

22/10/2019WRK04900231. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the construction of a permanent building for a school (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
in progressing the project in view of the fact that planning permission was granted in December 
2018 and construction is not due to commence until quarter 2 of 2020 and in further view of the 
fact that the school has been more than 20 years without a permanent building; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43561/19]

22/10/2019WRK05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The procurement process for 
a bundle of projects is due to commence in the coming weeks with the publication of a con-
tract notice to determine a short-list of interested contractors.  The permanent building for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is part of this bundle of projects.

The procurement process (and the associated tendering to short-listed contractors) for this 
bundle of projects will be ongoing during Q4 2019 and Q1 2020.

It is anticipated that construction of this school building project will commence in Q2 2020.

22/10/2019WRK05100Disabilities Assessments

22/10/2019WRK05200232. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a family 
(details supplied) will be assisted to have an appropriate assessment for their child carried out; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43562/19]

22/10/2019WRK05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) has not extended service 
to special schools who traditionally received multi-disciplinary services, including psychology 
from HSE services or bodies funded by the HSE. I understand that such services are provided, 
in the school to which the Deputy refers in his question, by the COPE Foundation.

I would therefore advise that the parents of the child concerned pursue the matter of his as-
sessment with COPE.

22/10/2019WRK05400Technological Universities

22/10/2019WRK05500233. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received 
an application from Athlone Institute of Technology and Limerick Institute of Technology to 
come together to form a new technological university for the region pursuant to the Technologi-
cal University Act 2018; when a decision will be made thereon; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43619/19]

22/10/2019WRK05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Technological Universities Act 2018 two or more applicant institutes may jointly apply to the 
Minister for Education and Skills for an order establishing a technological university (TU). In 
order to make such an application the applicant institutes must meet the relevant eligibility cri-
teria stipulated in Section 28 of the 2018 Act. 
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Last week Athlone IT and Limerick IT  announced that they were forming a TU develop-
ment consortium following meetings of their respective governing  bodies. 

On 17 October 2019, I announced the allocation of €14.25m in funding under the HEA 
2019 call for submissions for higher education landscape restructuring, consolidation and col-
laborative projects.  The majority of this funding, some €11.8 million, is aimed at supporting 
the creation and expansion of TUs, including an  allocation of Euros 2m which has been made 
to AIT and LIT to develop their proposals to establish a TU.  All such funding allocations will 
be disbursed by the HEA subject to requisite conditionality on a case by case project basis and 
will be subject to ongoing monitoring, reporting and evaluation by the Authority in line with 
stipulated timelines and milestones. 

Moreover, as part of Budget 2020 the Government announced  a new TU Transformation 
Fund of Euros 90m over the next three years to provide the state change in funding terms re-
quired in the development and establishment of both TU Dublin and consortia seeking to attain 
TU status.  This level of increased funding reflects the significance accorded the role of TUs in 
assisting in the delivery of national strategic priorities in relation to higher education access, 
the provision of research-informed teaching and learning, increasing regional development and 
socio-economic progress through the connectedness of TUs to their regions and their collabo-
ration, deeply embedded and fostered with business, enterprise and local communities. This 
trebling of current levels of TU funding arises, inter alia, from work undertaken by an indepen-
dently chaired high level working group, the TU Research Network, comprising TU Dublin, the 
TU development consortia, the Department, HEA and THEA. 

It remains a matter for TU development consortium in the first instance to lead on the pro-
gression of their plans to the point where they are ready to submit an application to the Minister 
for Education and Skills in accordance with  the requirements of the 2018 Act.  When such 
an application has been made by Athlone IT and Limerick IT, it will be considered in accor-
dance with the relevant provisions of the Technological Universities Act 2018.

22/10/2019WRK05700Gaelcholáistí Issues

22/10/2019WRK05800234. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a Gaelcholáiste to serve the north County Kildare area (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43643/19]

22/10/2019WRK05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to the planned new 
Gaelcholáiste to which the Deputy refers, the school patron, Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board, had deferred the opening of this new school from September 2019 to Sep-
tember 2020 for operational reasons.

The ETB has indicated that a high number of expressions of interest for September 2020 
have been received and that enrolment will commence in November 2019 for September 
2020.   The ETB is currently in the process of advertising for a school Principal.

It is envisaged that the new Gaelcholáiste will be located on the current Maynooth Post Pri-
mary School/Maynooth Community College property, which will be coming available as these 
schools move to the Maynooth Education Campus.

22/10/2019WRK06000Garda Recruitment
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22/10/2019WRK06100235. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a person (details supplied) who was interviewed in January 2018 for appointment as a mem-
ber of An Garda Síochána and has not been admitted to the force to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43017/19]

22/10/2019WRK06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware the recruitment to An Garda Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions 
and Appointments) Regulations 2013. The Public Appointments Service (PAS), on behalf of 
the Garda Commissioner, manages the initial recruitment stages for selection of Garda Trainees 
with the final stages of the recruitment process in which candidates are vetted, complete a phys-
ical competency test and a medical examination, managed by the Commissioner. As Minister, I 
have no direct involvement in the matter. 

The Deputy may find it helpful to be aware that An Garda Síochána has held six recruit-
ment campaigns since December 2013, including the most recent recruitment campaign, which 
closed in April.  I am informed by An Garda Síochána that there are approximately 46 appli-
cants who are still being processed from the recruitment campaigns referenced by the Deputy. 

Subject to final approval by An Garda Síochána, successful applicants from these campaigns 
are considered first for intakes into the Garda College, in accordance with the candidate’s place 
on the Order of Merit. There is no set time frame for offers to applicants as this is dependent 
on their files being fully completed and the intake dates into the Garda College. All applicants 
remain on the panel until such time as they are offered a place in the Garda College, with the 
exception of those who are deemed unsuitable, fail the Medical or Physical Competence Test 
(PCT) or withdraw from the competition. 

I would advise any candidate for a position as a Garda trainee to contact the PAS or the 
Garda Appointments Office, depending on the relevant stage of the application process, if they 
have any queries in relation to their application.

22/10/2019WRK06300Central Statistics Office Data

22/10/2019WRK06400236. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on recently 
published figures collated by the CSO for the 12 months up 30 June 2019 indicating crime rates 
have increased markedly since the economic recovery compared to the period immediately af-
ter the crash; and the steps being taken to address this trend. [42956/19]

22/10/2019WRK06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistics agency, is responsible for the 
publication of recorded crime statistics.

Although it is clear that challenges remain, there is also a lot to welcome in the crime statis-
tics published by the CSO for Q2 this year. Gardaí are achieving significant successes in a range 
of crime categories and should be commended for their efforts.  

There has been a decrease of over 40% in the number of recorded homicide incidents in 
the second quarter of 2019, when compared to the same period in 2018.  The CSO figures also 
identify a decrease of 9.8% in burglary and related offences at the end of Q2 2019, when com-
pared to the same period last year.  While the figures in relation to Theft offences were similar 
to the same period last year, incidents of ‘theft from person’ offences have decreased by 11%. 

In regard to the increase in recorded incidents of fraud, deception and related incidents of 
34.4% in Q2 2019 when compared to the same period in 2018, a range of measures are being 
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taken to prevent and combat fraud, including insurance fraud.  Gardaí are taking steps to ensure 
consistency in how reports of fraud are received, recorded and disseminated for investigation.  
Changes have also been made to the Pulse system to improve the quality and consistency of 
recording of insurance related crime.

Incidents of controlled drugs offences were up 16.5% when compared to the same period 
last year, continuing a trend seen in the CSO figures for Q1 2019. The upward trend in recorded 
incidents of controlled drug offences remains a cause for concern. The Garda National Drugs 
and Organised Crime Bureau leads in tackling all forms of drug trafficking and the supply of 
illicit drugs in Ireland. Collaboration at an inter-agency and international level remain key in 
tackling this issue. 

There has been an increase of 9.2% in the number of reported sexual offences, representing 
a total of 3,286 incidents.  This continues a trend seen since Q1 2015, where reported incidents 
have risen 54.9% from 2,086 incidents in Q1 2015 to 3,231 incidents in the year to Q1 2019.  
The Government is committed to preventing and addressing sexual crime in all its forms and 
we are working hard, on a whole-of-Government basis, to do so. I very much welcome the fact  
hat more victims are coming forward to Gardaí and I urge victims to continue to do so. 

The laws surrounding sexual offences have been significantly strengthened in recent years 
and An Garda Síochána is continuously improving its specialist services to respond to the needs 
of victims.  Ten Divisional Protective Service Units have already been established and similar 
units are being rolled out nationwide, with specially trained officers responsible for engagement 
with and interviewing of victims.  These Units will support the delivery of a consistent, profes-
sional and sensitive approach to the investigation of sexual crime.

It is also incumbent on all of society to continue to examine behaviour and attitudes in rela-
tion to sexual crime.  I launched ‘No Excuses’, a 3-year national awareness raising campaign 
on sexual harassment and sexual violence in May of this year, with the aim of increasing aware-
ness of sexual violence and to bring about changes in societal attitudes.  

The statistics released by the CSO further support the independent assessment of Garda 
performance by the Policing Authority, released in September 2019, which found that “almost 
all of the commitments in the policing plan aimed at reducing crime and the fear of crime are 
on target”.  That report also pointed to a ‘clear sense of pace, effort and direction’ in An Garda 
Síochána.

And finally, I would note that these results are being achieved at a time of record investment 
in An Garda Síochána. €1.76 billion has been allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, as well as 
capital investment amounting to € 92 million this year. Furthermore, the allocation for 2020 is 
increasing by €122 million to an unprecedented total of €1.88 billion. The capital allocation to 
An Garda Síochána is also increasing by 26% to a total of €116.5 million.

We now have over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,800 Garda staff.  And 
the organisation is continuing to grow - a programme of accelerated recruitment is ongoing 
with a view to reaching 15,000 Gardaí in an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 by 2021. Taken 
together, this increased recruitment of Gardaí and civilian staff is leading to a real increase in 
Gardaí on the ground in our communities, where their training and policing expertise can be 
used to best effect in the interests of public safety.

22/10/2019WRK06600Garda Retirements

22/10/2019WRK06700237. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
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who have retired in each of the past three years; and the number of these that were before the 
compulsory age of retirement from the force. [42957/19]

22/10/2019WRK06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Retirement of members 
of An Garda Síochána is governed by law, which sets the mandatory retirement age for all 
members at 60 years of age.  Members of An Garda Síochána who joined prior to 1 April 2004 
may retire on full pension at 50 years of age once they have served at least 30 years and those 
who joined on or after 1 April 2004 may retire on full pension at 55 years of age with 30 years 
service. Gardaí have the option of continuing to serve until they reach 60, subject to the Garda 
Commissioner being satisfied that they are fully competent and available to undertake their du-
ties.  

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that the number of Gardaí who retired in the last 
three years is as set out in the following table.

2019* (as of 16/10/19)  2018  2017
 181 218  226
I am further advised by the Commissioner that the number of Gardaí who retired before the 

compulsory age of retirement during the last three years is outlined in the following table. These 
figures include voluntary retirements and cost-neutral early retirements.

2019* (as of 16/10/19)  2018  2017
130 178 173
I am advised by the Garda authorities that projected departures are kept under continuous 

review and that the level of recruitment is adjusted as necessary in order to maintain the desired 
strength.

This Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout 
the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance 
to citizens and to deter crime. We currently have over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported 
by over 2,800 Garda staff. And as part of the Government’s plan to achieve an overall Garda 
workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, there is ongoing and increased recruitment both of new 
Gardaí as well as Garda staff. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amend-
ed, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and managing and control-
ling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging 
for the recruitment and training of the members of An Garda Síochána.  

Since the reopening of the Garda Training College in 2014, approximately 2,800 new Garda 
members have attested and been assigned to front-line policing duties in communities through-
out the country. Another 200 probationer Gardaí are due to attest by the end of this year. In addi-
tion to recruitment of additional Gardaí, the Commissioner has committed to further civilianisa-
tion to fill critical skills gaps and enable the further redeployment of Gardaí to front line duties.

The unprecedented funding of €1.882 billion provided to An Garda Síochána in Budget 
2020 will also allow for the recruitment of up to 700 new Gardaí and additional Garda staff next 
year. The appropriate balance between Gardaí and Garda staff will be for the Garda Commis-
sioner to determine, on the basis of operational need. The ongoing recruitment will provide the 
Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a 
visible, effective and responsive policing service nationwide.
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22/10/2019WRK06900Crime Data

22/10/2019WRK07000238. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a website (details supplied) ranks Ireland as high for persons using 
or dealing drugs in its index of international crime rates and also in terms of increasing crime 
over the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42958/19]

22/10/2019WRK07100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the website referred to, numbeo.com, is a collaborative online database to which any person can 
input. It is not a source of official information or verified statistics. 

In relation to crime statistics, the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical 
agency, is responsible for the compilation and publication of the official recorded crime statis-
tics. 

I can assure the Deputy that An Garda Síochána continues to prioritise tackling drugs and 
organised crime as a core focus of its work, including the continued disruption of the supply of 
all illicit drugs as a key priority. 

Further, the resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion. I am also pleased to have secured an overall 
increase of €122 million to increase An Garda Síochána’s budget for 2020 to an unprecedented 
€1.882 billion for next year, which will also allow for the recruitment of up to 700 new Gardaí 
and additional Garda staff next year.  We now have over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported 
by over 2,800 Garda staff.  A programme of accelerated recruitment is ongoing with a view to 
reaching 15,000 Gardaí in an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 by 2021. The ongoing recruit-
ment will provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers 
of Gardaí to deliver a visible, effective and responsive policing service nationwide.

22/10/2019WRK07200Criminal Prosecutions Data

22/10/2019WRK07300239. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of persons 
convicted of various categories of knife crime in each of the years 2016 to 2018. [42959/19]

22/10/2019WRK07400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, under the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the Courts is the responsibility 
of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4 (3) of the 1998 Act provides 
that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions. The functions of the 
Courts Service include the provision of information on the courts system to the public. 

I requested the information sought by the Deputy from the Courts Service.  I am advised by 
the Courts Service that it does not have a separate code for the various categories of knife crime 
and that it is not possible to identify which cases involving assault with a deadly or offensive 
weapon may have involved a knife.  I am further informed that the only statistics held by the 
Courts Service in relation to convictions for knife crime are for the possession of a flick knife 
which have been provided to me as set out in the following table.

Year No. of convictions for pos-
session of knife or other 
sharply pointed article

Number of Persons con-
victed 

2016 429 390
2017 466 417
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Year No. of convictions for pos-
session of knife or other 
sharply pointed article

Number of Persons con-
victed 

2018 548 482
More generally, I can assure they Deputy that a comprehensive and robust legal framework 

is in place with respect to knife crime, including heavy penalties for breaches of the law.  Under 
the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the maximum penalty for possessing 
a knife in a public place without good reason or lawful authority was increased from one to five 
years. An Garda Síochána also have an extended power of search without warrant, in relation to 
knives and offensive weapons.

I am further assured that An Garda Síochána continues to address knife crime through edu-
cation and engagement with communities. I am advised that at an operational level, Gardaí pro-
actively target public disorder and anti-social behaviour, including knife-related crime through 
the strategic deployment of Garda resources.  

The Deputy may also be interested to note that the assault reduction strategy being intro-
duced by An Garda Síochána under Operation Soteria uses Garda Síochána Analysis Service 
data to identify and target the primary locations where assaults are occurring. This will include 
a component targeting knife crimes in areas where it is shown to be relevant and necessary. 

I can also inform the Deputy that an expert Steering Group is currently developing a new 
Youth Justice Strategy, including a review of the Children Act. The Steering Group commenced 
its work in February and has had a series of meetings during this year which will continue into 
next year. 

The Group is tasked with advising and guiding the development of the new Strategy, includ-
ing consideration of the full range of issues connected to children and young people at risk of 
coming into contact with the criminal justice system, from early intervention and preventative 
work, including family support, diversion from crime, through to court processes and facilities, 
supervision of offenders, detention and reintegration and support post release.  The intention is 
that we will have a draft Strategy for publication for public consultation by the end of this year, 
and that the Strategy will be finalised in the first half of 2020.

Strengthening and expanding the role of the Garda Youth Diversion projects and other com-
munity-based initiatives, including those working with the Probation Service, and bringing the 
full range of relevant interventions together in a coherent and holistic response to youth crime 
and as a support to diverting young people from crime and anti-social behaviour, including 
knife crime is a key priority for the new Strategy.

22/10/2019WRL00200Adoption Legislation

22/10/2019WRL00300240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to allow 
same-sex couples to avail of the same adoptive leave and benefit which straight couples and 
single-male adopters are entitled to in the context of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Bill 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42973/19]

22/10/2019WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is working on provisions which will give all adopting couples, whether same 
sex or opposite sex, the right to select which of them will be the qualified adopter i.e. which will 
get adoptive leave and benefit.  It is my intention to present legislative proposals in this regard 
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to Government in the coming weeks.

It is proposed to include these provisions in a forthcoming Bill, ideally the Social Welfare 
(No. 2) Bill which will be before the House in November and the purpose of which is to give 
effect to measures in the Budget.  It was not possible to develop the provisions in time for the 
Parent’s Leave and Benefit Bill, the enactment of which was urgent in view of the commitment 
to introduce leave and benefit with effect from 1 November. 

22/10/2019WRL00500Gender Proofing of Policies

22/10/2019WRL00600241. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if 
all new policies and programmes since 2017 have been proofed against their potential impact 
on women with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42975/19]

22/10/2019WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the Cabinet Handbook requires that all proposals coming before 
Government must indicate the impacts across a number of socio-economic headings including 
gender impact, while all substantive memoranda should indicate the impact on people with dis-
abilities. Impact assessment is also a core element of the current system of Regulatory Impact 
Analysis (RIA), which is a requirement for all Departments submitting policy proposals to 
Government involving legislative changes.  

Under my area of responsibility, the Government has committed, in the National Strategy 
for Women and Girls 2017-2020, to considering gender impact in the development of new 
strategies and the review of existing strategies. The Strategy also requires all public bodies to 
assess and identify the human rights of women and girls and the gender equality issues that are 
relevant to their functions and address these in their strategic planning, policies and practices, 
and annual reports, in line with the public sector duty under section 42 of the Irish Human 
Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014. 

The development of policy in addressing the gender pay gap is informed by the public con-
sultation on the gender pay gap conducted in Autumn 2017, which received contributions in 
which issues affecting women with disabilities were raised.

I can also advise the Deputy that the consultation conducted between October 2018 and 
February 2019 which is informing development of the new National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strat-
egy had an emphasis on ensuring that marginalised voices, including those of people with dis-
abilities, were sought out and included.

22/10/2019WRL00800EU Directives

22/10/2019WRL00900242. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which he 
is planning to implement the European Council Directive 2010/18/EU; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43010/19]

22/10/2019WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I can advise the Deputy that Council Directive 2010/18/EU, implementing the revised Frame-
work Agreement on parental leave, was transposed into Irish law by the European Union (Pa-
rental Leave) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 81/2013).

The Directive is repealed with effect from 2 August 2022 by Directive (EU) 2019/1158 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on work-life balance for parents and carers.
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22/10/2019WRL01100Citizenship Applications

22/10/2019WRL01200243. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
introducing a special rate for naturalisation for long-term British citizens who have resided, 
worked and paid taxes here for a period of ten years or longer. [43025/19]

22/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act. 

The fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the 
provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011). 

The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The 
standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an 
application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a 
widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refugees 
and stateless persons the certification fee is nil. 

As such, the Regulations make specific provision for particular categories of applicants who 
may be on a reduced level of income. There is no provision in the Regulations for the discre-
tionary waiver or reduction of fees, or for differing fees to apply to different nationalities, or 
based on length of residency.     

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation. The Deputy will be aware that 
formal citizenship ceremonies have been introduced and do not involve any additional cost to

applicants. These have been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies pro-
vide a sense of dignity and occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the State 
and the applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship.

The fees charged should be viewed in the context of the significant benefits attendant to 
securing an Irish passport, particularly in the context of visa free travel to other jurisdictions.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the Immigration Service website at ww.inis.gov.
ie.

22/10/2019WRL01400Direct Provision System

22/10/2019WRL01500244. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the process which 
will be utilised when engaging with local communities that have been chosen as possible lo-
cations for potential direct provision centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43027/19]

22/10/2019WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is working to secure new accommodation centres for International Protec-
tion applicants, as the number of people arriving to seek protection in the State continues to 
rise  (figures are up 53% to date this year). Because of a shortage of places in our accommoda-
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tion centres, there are now almost 1,500 people in emergency accommodation in hotels and 
guesthouses.  

My Department is actively working on securing additional capacity, both in its existing 
centres and through sourcing new accommodation centres. The International Protection Pro-
curement Service of my Department has sought expressions of interest from parties who would 
be interested in providing accommodation and related services to people in the international 
protection process and has also launched a nationwide, regional tendering process to source 
new accommodation centres.

When the evaluation and other commercially sensitive aspects of the each tendering pro-
cess are completed, the Department will begin engagement with local communities and their 
political representatives.   The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot therefore comment on the 
possible location of any new centres as yet.

I appreciate that local communities have many questions when they hear that a centre may 
be opening in their area.  I can assure the Deputy that my officials will engage with local rep-
resentatives and service providers to allay any concerns that there may be at the earliest op-
portunity. 

In terms of local services and supports, once it is confirmed that an accommodation centre 
is opening in an area, my Department links in with the other State service providers to ensure 
that all the necessary supports are put in place. Where GP lists are full, the HSE will arrange for 
access to GPs who have availability in the surrounding area. The Department of Education and 
Skills ensures access to schools for children and, if required, school transport.  Children also 
have access to the free preschool scheme, the Early Childhood Care and Education programme. 
The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides a weekly personal al-
lowance to each resident and covers any exceptional needs. The system operates under a whole-
of-Government approach to ensure the best outcomes for residents and for local communities.

As the Deputy may be aware,  there is a network of 38 centres across 18 counties.  In all 
cases, there is positive engagement between residents and local communities including through 
the Friends of the Centre Groups. These Groups promote integration across the communities 
and are a valuable support to residents and to centre managers and staff.

22/10/2019WRL01700Direct Provision System

22/10/2019WRL01800245. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will publish 
the evaluation due for completion in mid-November 2019 outlining potential new locations in 
the western region for direct provision centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43028/19]

22/10/2019WRL01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is working to secure new accommodation centres for International Protec-
tion applicants, as the number of people arriving to seek protection in the State continues to 
rise  (figures are up 53% to date this year).  

I wish to advise the Deputy that the assessment process for the Western Region is on-going.  
Due to commercially sensitive aspects of the evaluation process,  I am not informed of the loca-
tions of the premises offered for consideration until the process is complete. 

Following completion of the assessment process, the successful bidders will be advised of 
their placing on the framework.  As the Department draws down from the framework, those 
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bidders will be advised of any required mobilisation works to be commenced before a contract 
can be signed and the centre can become operational.  As the Deputy is aware, the projected 
completion of the assessment phase is mid-November, however,  that is subject to all compli-
ance checks and site visits being completed on schedule.

My Department will engage as soon as possible with the local elected representatives and 
state service providers in the area in relation to the individual centres and in order to allay any 
concerns about impacts on local services.  My Department is conscious that the general public 
will have questions about any new centres and is working to ensure that information can be 
released as early as possible.

22/10/2019WRL02000Drugs Dealing

22/10/2019WRL02100246. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
underage arrests made in County Galway pertaining to the sale or use of illegal drugs in each 
of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43029/19]

22/10/2019WRL02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 
of €1.76 billion. I am also pleased to have secured an overall increase of €122 million to in-
crease An Garda Síochána’s budget for 2020 to an unprecedented €1.882 billion for next year, 
which will also allow for the recruitment of up to 700 new Gardaí and additional Garda staff 
next year.  We now have over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,800 Garda staff.  
A programme of accelerated recruitment is ongoing with a view to reaching 15,000 Gardaí in an 
overall Garda workforce of 21,000 by 2021. The ongoing recruitment will provide the Commis-
sioner with the resources needed to deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible, 
effective and responsive policing service nationwide.

The continued disruption of the supply of all illicit drugs remains a priority for An Garda 
Síochána and the other state agencies tasked with responsibilities in this regard. 

The Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau leads in tackling all forms of drug 
trafficking and the supply of illicit drugs in Ireland. Collaboration at an inter-agency and in-
ternational level remain key in tackling this issue.  An Garda Síochána also continues to work 
closely with communities to address any drug-related issues, including through high-visibility 
patrolling by uniformed personnel and through intelligence-led operations targeting known 
criminals. 

Further and as the Deputy will appreciate, there is a need to address drug-related offending 
in a strategic multi-agency way. In addition to the work of An Garda Síochána in co-operation 
with international agencies, it is important to remember that other state agencies are tasked 
with important responsibilities in this regard. Government policy in relation to drug and alcohol 
misuse is set out in Ireland’s National Drug Strategy, ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery’, 
a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-2025. 

The Strategy represents a whole-of-Government response to the problem of drug and alco-
hol use in Ireland. It draws upon a range of Government policy frameworks in order to reduce 
the risk factors for substance misuse. It also commits to addressing the harms of drugs markets 
and reduce access to drugs for harmful use. Responsibility for overseeing the overall implemen-
tation of the strategy rests with the Department of Health. My own Department has responsi-
bility as the lead agency or partner in a number of actions, including keeping drugs legislation 
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under review as the joint lead agency with the Department of Health. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table shows the number of Youth 
Referrals for Simple Possession in County Galway for the dates requested by the Deputy.

Year Youth Referrals Galway - Simple Posses-
sion 

2014 30
2015 17
2016 31
2017 49
2018 34
2019 (correct as of 17 October) 27
The Garda authorities have further informed me that the number of underage persons arrest-

ed for Possession of Drugs for Sale or Supply was less than 10 per year for the years 2014 – to 
date in 2019 in County Galway. As the Deputy may be aware, An Garda Síochána Analysis Ser-
vice does not typically report on details where there are less than 10 incidents in a given area. 

I can also inform the Deputy that an expert Steering Group is currently developing a new 
Youth Justice Strategy, including a review of the Children Act. The Steering Group commenced 
its work in February and has had a series of meetings which will continue into next year. 

The Group is tasked with advising and guiding the development of the new Strategy, includ-
ing consideration of the full range of issues connected to children and young people at risk of 
coming into contact with the criminal justice system, from early intervention and preventative 
work, including family support, diversion from crime, through to court processes and facilities, 
supervision of offenders, detention and reintegration and support post release.  The intention is 
that we will have a draft Strategy for publication for public consultation by the end of this year, 
and that the Strategy will be finalised in the first half of 2020.

Strengthening and expanding the role of the Garda Youth Diversion projects and other com-
munity-based initiatives, including those working with the Probation Service, and bringing the 
full range of relevant interventions together in a coherent and holistic response to youth crime 
and as a support to diverting young people from crime and anti-social behaviour is a key prior-
ity for the new Strategy.  The Deputy will also be aware of the health diversion approach to drug 
possession  recently approved by the Government.  My Department is working closely with the 
Department of Health in the development of operational protocols in this regard.

22/10/2019WRL02300Refugee Resettlement Programme

22/10/2019WRL02400247. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the commit-
ment to admit 4,000 persons under the relocation and resettlement programmes will be met; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43070/19]

22/10/2019WRL02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In 2015, as part of Ireland’s response to the migration crisis in central and southern Europe, 
the Government established the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Under this pro-
gramme, the Government committed to accepting up to 4,000 people into the State, primarily 
through a combination of the EU Relocation Programme and the UNHCR’s Refugee Resettle-
ment Programme. 
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The Government Decision to accept 4,000 persons into the State did not contain a deadline.  
However, the relocation mechanism did carry a time limit of approximately two years to end 
on 31 December 2017. This time limit was extended to 31 March 2018.  In total, 1,022 people 
were welcomed into Ireland under the EU relocation mechanism, which fulfilled Ireland’s com-
mitment to this strand of the Programme.  

I can inform the Deputy that a total of 2,661 people have arrived in Ireland to date under the 
various strands of the IRPP, 57 of whom are unaccompanied minors.  

An IRPP mission to Lebanon in March 2019 selected 331 refugees for resettlement to Ire-
land. I can inform the Deputy that 53 programme refugees arrived in early September and a 
further 30 programme refugees arrived this month, the majority of whom were interviewed and 
selected during this mission to Lebanon.

A selection mission to Jordan in July 2019 saw approximately 270 programme refugees 
interviewed by the IRPP. This will complete Ireland’s commitment to admit 1,985 programme 
refugees under the resettlement strand of the IRPP.   The remaining contingents are due to arrive 
in Ireland by the end of 2019.  

The IRPP programme also includes the IRPP Humanitarian Admission Programme under 
which Irish citizens, programme refugees, Convention refugees and persons with subsidiary 
protection can apply for family members to come to Ireland where those persons are living in 
the top 10 refugee generating countries.  Given the volume of proposals received to date, it is 
expected that those now received will be sufficient to enable 740 places under the Programme 
to be filled, an additional 210 places from the originally envisaged amount of 530. 119 people 
from this Programme have already arrived in the state. 

The following table shows the current state of commitments made and the number of per-
sons welcomed to Ireland as part of the IRPP.

Commitments and Arrivals as part of the IRPP 

 - Commitment Arrivals Remaining 
EU Reloca-
tion Strand (con-
cluded on 31 March 
2018)   

1,022 1,022 - 

Of which are unac-
companied minors   

6 6 - 

    
UNHCR-led Reset-
tlement Strand   

1,985 1,418 567 

    
Calais Special Proj-
ect 

41 41 - 

Unaccompanied mi-
nors:  Greece    

36 - 36 

Total unaccompa-
nied minors 

77 41 36 
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 - Commitment Arrivals Remaining 
IRPP Humanitar-
ian Admission Pro-
gramme 2018/19   

740 119 621 

    
Mediterra-
nean search and 
rescue missions   

   

Adults 154 54 100 
Unaccompanied mi-
nors 

9 7 2 

Total from search 
and Rescue missions   

163 61 102 

    
Mechanism as yet 
undecided   

13 - 13 

    
Total IRPP Commit-
ment/Arrivals 

4,000 2,661 1,339 

22/10/2019WRL02600Asylum Seeker Accommodation

22/10/2019WRL02700248. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the serious living conditions in a hotel (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43071/19]

22/10/2019WRL02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. The Deputy will ap-
preciate that these services are demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in 
advance. 

I am advised that, as of 13 October 2019, 7,544 persons were being provided with accom-
modation by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS) of my Department, 
formerly the Reception and Integration Agency. 

Currently, there are 6,066 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,478 
applicants residing in 36 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses. 

Every effort is made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedicated 
accommodation centre as quickly as possible and my Department is actively working on secur-
ing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and through sourcing new accommodation 
centres. 

I can advise that, following receipt of reports on Friday 4 October 2019 of alleged over-
crowding in the premises referred to by the Deputy, two officials of my Department visited the 
premises.  They inspected and measured every room in use and also spoke to residents.

The inspection found that the living spaces, which were being provided within the premises, 
were in compliance with the legal requirements set out in the relevant legislation, the Housing 
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Act 1966 (as amended).  My officials have also confirmed that video footage showing beds 
in a windowless room is, in fact, of a storeroom which is not being used to accommodate any 
person.

I can further advise that my officials did not receive any adverse comment from the resi-
dents regarding the standard of the accommodation during their visit on Friday 4 October. The 
Deputy will be interested to note that the Office of the Ombudsman has also recently engaged 
with residents in these premises and did not receive complaints in relation to the standard of 
accommodation.

Notwithstanding that the inspection found the premises to be legally compliant and that there 
was no complaint received by the residents, my Department is in discussions with the company 
providing the premises with a view to improving the space available to the occupants of one 
particular room by reducing the number of beds in that room.

22/10/2019WRL02900Insolvency Service of Ireland Expenditure

22/10/2019WRL03000249. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
amounts paid to the top ten personal insolvency practitioner, PIP, providers for vouchers re-
deemed under the Abhaile scheme for financial advice in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019, in tabular form. [43120/19]

22/10/2019WRL03100250. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of vouchers redeemed by the top ten PIPs for financial advice under the Abhaile scheme 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date 2019, in tabular form. [43121/19]

22/10/2019WRL03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 249 and 250 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Insolvency Service of Ireland, (ISI) is an independent 
statutory body under my remit.   I have had the necessary enquiries made and the Insolvency 
Service of Ireland have provided the information sought by the Deputy.

The top 10 PIPs are based on the volume of vouchers redeemed.  The following table 
provides the number of vouchers redeemed by the top 10 PIPs, in each of the years 2016 to 
2018 and up the end of Quarter three in 2019.  Each Abhaile PIP voucher is worth €500 for the 
provision of fixed services to a borrower.

 No. vouchers redeemed by 
top 10 PIPs (by volume)   

Value of vouchers (€)   

Year   
2016 827 413,500 
2017 1,972 986,000
2018 1,228 614,000 
2019 (to end Q3)   1,044 522,000 

22/10/2019WRL03400Insolvency Service of Ireland Data

22/10/2019WRL03500251. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of recorded personal insolvency arrangements arranged by the top ten PIPs under the 
Abhaile scheme in each of the years 2016 to 2018, and to date in 2019. [43122/19]
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22/10/2019WRL03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Insolvency Service of Ireland, (ISI) is an independent statutory body under my remit.   
I have had the necessary enquiries made and the Insolvency Service of Ireland has provided the 
information sought by the Deputy.

Year No. Court approved PIAs (Top 10 PIPs by 
volume)

2016* 201
2017 344
2018 338
2019** 129
* Q3 & Q4

**Q1 – Q3

Please note that there is no direct correlation between Abhaile vouchers redeemed by a PIP 
and the number of Personal Insolvency Arrangements (PIAs) approved by court.  An Abhaile 
PIP voucher allows a borrower access financial advice from a PIP. Depending on the unique 
circumstances of the borrower,  the advice may be for the borrower to pursue a statutory debt 
solution and in other cases, a non-statutory debt solution is recommended. In general, it is im-
portant to note that the PIP recommendation is the start of the borrower’s journey to explore 
debt resolution options.

22/10/2019WRL03700Garda Remuneration

22/10/2019WRL03800252. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consideration 
has been given to the establishment of an independent pay review body for An Garda Síochána; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43213/19]

22/10/2019WRL03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, decisions around public service pay policy or the establishment of any body to review 
public sector pay including An Garda Síochána is a matter for the Minister for Public Expendi-
ture and Reform and as such, I have no direct role in the matter. 

Further and as the Deputy may be aware, the issues around how the Garda associations 
should make representations with regard to pay and related conditions were the subject of de-
liberation by the Working Group on Garda Industrial Relations.  This Group delivered its report 
in July 2017.  Having considered, as part of its remit, submissions in relation to independent 
pay review mechanisms, the Working Group expressed the view that matters relating to pay 
and associated conditions in An Garda Síochána are suitable to be determined in the context of 
the central negotiations that have supported successive public service agreements over recent 
years. 

The Working Group recommended in its Report, which has been endorsed by Government, 
that the Garda Associations should in all cases be enabled to make representations with regard 
to overall pay issues and related conditions in a manner which is no less advantageous than the 
facilities available to other public servants.  This includes access for Garda members, through 
their representative associations, to the centralised collective bargaining arrangements through 
which public service pay determination is conducted.  I am satisfied that the pay determinations 
are the most appropriate in the current circumstances.
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22/10/2019WRL04000Consultancy Contracts Data

22/10/2019WRL04100253. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the consultancy 
service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs 
associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43318/19]

22/10/2019WRL04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The details of the expen-
diture incurred by my Department under the specified heading (Administration 7 - Consultancy 
Services) during 2018 is set out in the following table.

Provider Amount (Euro) Services Provided
Royal College of Physicians 
of Ireland 

15,000 Review of the organisational 
structure of the Office of the 
State Pathologist

Athrú Consultancy 5,535 HR consultancy services
Mazars 69,372 Specialist ICT audit services 

to support the Internal Audit 
function

KW Research & Associates 6,894 Facilitation of consultation 
workshops on development 
of LGBTI+ Strategy

Grainne Healy 6,718 Facilitation of consultation 
workshops on development 
of LGBTI+ Strategy

Total 103,519

22/10/2019WRL04300Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRL04400254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 
to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43335/19]

22/10/2019WRL04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Value for money reviews 
are part of an ongoing process of expenditure evaluation and are carried out under the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Public Spending Code.

The purpose of these reviews is to examine spending in specific areas to provide a strong 
evidential basis on which more informed decisions can be made. In particular, reviews evaluate 
the objectives justifying spending, whether those objectives have been achieved, the efficiency 
of the approach taken and how the approach taken compares to possible alternatives.

My Department published a value for money and policy review of Prisoner Escorts in the 
Criminal Justice System in September 2018. The review is available on my Department’s web-
site at

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/VFMPR%20Prisoner%20Escorts%202018.pdf/Files/
VFMPR%20Prisoner%20Escorts%202018.pdf  .

The review was undertaken between January 2017 and August 2018 under the direction of a 
Steering Committee comprising representatives of my Department, the Irish Prison Service, An 
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Garda Síochána, and the Courts Service, and with an independent chair. It drew upon extensive 
expert input, including from external stakeholders. The total cost of the review was €85,413.

This review found that while the current system has many strengths, there are opportunities 
for improvement including scope to significantly reduce prisoner court appearances through 
greater use of video-link facilities, streamlined warrant and committal procedures and the im-
provement of logistics and technical support capabilities.

A delivery oversight group has been established to further assess the recommendations and 
to put in place an implementation programme. My Department is actively progressing the de-
velopment of legislation to provide for the increased use of video-link evidence.

22/10/2019WRL04600Garda Overtime

22/10/2019WRL04700255. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he was notified 
of the cost of overtime for An Garda Síochána from 5 to 12 October 2019 to cover the demon-
strations of a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43389/19]

22/10/2019WRL04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing 
and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. Further and as Account-
ing Officer, the allocation and efficient use of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner.   

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is not 
yet available.  I will contact him directly once the information is to hand.

22/10/2019WRL04900Visa Applications

22/10/2019WRL05000256. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason persons 
(details supplied) are still waiting on final paperwork to be finalised and visas issued. [43394/19]

22/10/2019WRL05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As previously advised 
to the Deputy in response to Parliamentary Question No. 659 of 6 September, 2019, written 
representations were submitted on behalf of the persons concerned in response to a notification 
issued by my Department pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended). 

I am informed that further documentation/information was requested from the applicants 
by letter dated 23 September 2019.  This has not been received to date and the applicants’ legal 
representative was so advised by my Department on 16 October 2019.  

The representations made, together with all other information and documentation on file, 
will be fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all 
other applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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22/10/2019WRL05200Criminal Prosecutions Data

22/10/2019WRL05300257. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of fireworks seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; 
and the number of persons prosecuted for possession of fireworks without a valid licence during 
the same period. [43403/19]

22/10/2019WRL05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána and 
for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands.   Further and 
following investigations by An Garda Síochána, prosecutions are a matter for the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, who is independent in the performance of her functions. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána take a proactive approach and 
have put measures in place in every Garda Division to assist in the prevention and detection of 
the sale and importation of fireworks in the run-up to Halloween.  ‘Operation Tombola’ is cur-
rently in place to deal with bonfires, fireworks and any associated public disorder.  

The law is clear on the use of fireworks in Ireland.   Fireworks are regulated and can only 
be imported into Ireland under licence. Licences for the import of fireworks are issued by my 
Department only for the importation of fireworks which are to be used in organised displays 
conducted by professional and competent operators.  

Under Part 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006:

- It is an offence for any person to possess a firework with intent to sell or supply, without 
a licence,

- It is an offence to throw an ignited firework at any person or property, and 

- It is an offence to light unlicensed fireworks in a public place.

Part 6 of the 2006 Act also gives An Garda Síochána the power to make arrests in relation 
to the possession of unlicensed fireworks.

The penalties for these offences are very severe.  Having unlicensed fireworks in your pos-
session with intent to sell or supply can result in a fine of up to €10,000 and up to five years 
imprisonment. Igniting the fireworks or throwing an ignited firework at a person or property is 
also liable to the same severe penalties. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table sets out information on the 
number of seizures of fireworks in the years 2016 to date in 2019 as well as their estimated 
value.

Year Number of Seizures Estimated value of seizure 
2016 100 €15,537
2017 89 €5,330
2018 123 €17,569
2019 34 €4,904The Deputy
The Deputy will appreciate that the decision about whether or not to prosecute a person, and 

for what crime, is entirely a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions and I have no role in 
such matters. 

Finally, I would remind they Deputy that each year, as Halloween approaches, my Depart-
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ment runs an advertising campaign highlighting both the public safety aspects as well as the il-
legality of using fireworks.  I launched the most recent campaign on 21 October, in cooperation 
with An Garda Síochána and the Fire Service.  The campaign is scheduled to run in print and 
online media in the coming weeks.

22/10/2019WRL05500Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Applications

22/10/2019WRL05600258. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 581 of 6 September 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
the information sought has been supplied previously by the applicant over the phone and on 
numerous occasions (details supplied); if this case can now be expedited and prioritised in view 
of the fact it has been ongoing for more than five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43430/19]

22/10/2019WRL05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Tribunal administers two schemes:

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted and;

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted on Prison Officers.

The Tribunal is made up qualified barristers and solicitors. Under the terms of the Scheme, 
the Tribunal is limited to a Chair and 6 ordinary members who provide services on a part-time 
basis. It is entirely independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for com-
pensation. 

The Deputy will appreciate that as such, I cannot intervene in relation to individual cases.

However, I can inform the Deputy that I understand from Tribunal staff that they recently 
wrote to the applicant with a query and indicated to the applicant that, on receipt of the re-
sponse, the application would be sent to the Tribunal for a decision.

22/10/2019WRL05800Immigration Status

22/10/2019WRL05900259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will be made on an application for renewal of a stamp 0 visa in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Galway; the reason for the delay in making a decision in relation to the ap-
plication in view of the fact that the current visa is due to expire on 22 October 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43485/19]

22/10/2019WRL06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for Tem-
porary and Limited Leave to Remain was received from the person referred to by the Deputy 
on 19 June 2019 by the Immigration Service of my Department.  Applications are dealt with 
in chronological order from the date of receipt.  My officials will be in contact with the person 
concerned in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 
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22/10/2019WRL06100Garda Data

22/10/2019WRL06200260. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 261 of 15 October 2019, the number of juvenile liaison officer posts 
that are unfilled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43570/19]

22/10/2019WRL06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána and 
for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. This includes 
responsibility for personnel matters and the distribution of personnel across the various Garda 
Divisions.  As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  I understand however that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am advised by the Commissioner that Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers (JLOs) are spe-
cially trained to fulfil a key role in implementing the Garda Diversion Programme. Their role 
includes the administration of formal and informal cautions as well as appropriate supervision 
of children who have been admitted to the Diversion Programme, as provided in Part 4 of the 
Children Act 2001.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as at 9 October 2019  there were 113 Juvenile 
Liaison Officers assigned at a divisional level nationally.  I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that nationally, three JLO positions remain to be filled. I am further advised that the recruitment 
process has commenced for all three roles.

22/10/2019WRL06400Immigration Policy

22/10/2019WRL06500261. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he plans to 
launch the revised non-EEA retirees scheme; when full details will be made available; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43571/19]

22/10/2019WRL06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland operates an im-
migration system with various legal pathways open to persons to enter and remain in the State 
in accordance with national immigration legislation. The purpose for which someone intends to 
reside in the State normally determines his or her immigration status and the attendant condi-
tions are reflected in the type of immigration stamp provided.  

I have, since April 2018, introduced a number of preclearance processes to facilitate and 
streamline entry to the State.  These apply to both visa and non-visa required non-EEA nation-
als.  One of the key objectives of the revised procedures is to provide certainty to applicants 
prior to their arrival and make their immigration process as straightforward as possible both at 
the port of entry and on registration of their immigration permission once in the State.

 Such preclearance processes are currently in place for Lay Volunteers, Ministers of Reli-
gion, and De Facto Partners of (1) an Irish National, (2) a person holding a Critical Skills Em-
ployment Permit and (3) a non EEA Researcher on a hosting agreement .

Further information on these schemes is available on the Immigration Service website -

   http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Irish%20Visa%20Information  

A draft immigration scheme for non EEA national retirees applying for permission to reside 
in the State remains under consideration but wider policy matters have meant that the timescale 
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for completion of the scheme has had to be extended.

 I hope to be in a position to announce a scheme as soon as these matters have been ad-
dressed.

22/10/2019WRL06700Garda Transport Data

22/10/2019WRL06800262. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Gar-
da vehicles attached to Athlone and Mullingar Garda districts as of 11 October 2019; the equiv-
alent figures as of 1 January 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43618/19]

22/10/2019WRL06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 
of €1.76 billion. I am pleased to have secured an overall increase of €122 million to increase An 
Garda Síochána’s budget for 2020 to an unprecedented €1.882 billion for next year.

Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, including a 
total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021. €10 million capi-
tal funding has been made for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand 
from the Garda authorities that this allocation is  being used for purchase and fit-out of over 
300 new vehicles for operational use this year. A further €9 million capital funding has been 
allocated for the Garda fleet in Budget 2020. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda 
vehicles across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in light of his 
identified operational demands and the availability of resources. As Minister, I have no direct 
role in that matter.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the strength of the Westmeath Divisional Fleet 
as on 17 October, 2019 is as set out in the following table.

 Fleet as on 
17 October 
2019

Cars Vans Mbikes 4 x 4 Others Total

ATHLONE 
DISTRICT

12 2 1 1 1 17

MULL-
INGAR 
DISTRICT

40 13 2 0 1 56

WEST-
MEATH 
DIVISION

52 15 3 1 2 73

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that the strength of the Westmeath Divisional 
Fleet as on 1 January 2019 was as set out in the following table.

 Fleet as on 
1 January 
2019

Cars Vans Mbikes 4x4 Others Total

ATHLONE 
DISTRICT

12 2 1 2 1 18
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 Fleet as on 
1 January 
2019

Cars Vans Mbikes 4x4 Others Total

MULL-
INGAR 
DISTRICT

28 13 2 2 5 50

WEST-
MEATH 
DIVISION

40 15 3 4 6 68

It may be noted that An Garda Síochána has indicated that following a full review of fleet 
categories undertaken in August 2019, some vehicles classed as “Others” and some classed as 
“4 X 4” have now been reclassified as “Cars”.

22/10/2019WRL07000Prison Service Staff

22/10/2019WRL07100263. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pris-
on officers who left the Irish Prison Service in 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of prison 
officers that joined the service in 2018 and to date in 2019; if a new recruitment campaign for 
prison officers will be launched early in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43622/19]

22/10/2019WRL07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that 124 Prison Grade Staff left the Irish Prison Service in 2018. I am fur-
ther informed that to date in 2019 (as of 19 October), 104 Prison Grade Staff have left.

I am further informed that 181 Recruit Prison Officers joined the Irish Prison Service in 
2018 and that an additional 167 Recruit Prison Officers have joined to date during 2019. 

It is anticipated that a new recruitment campaign for the Irish Prison Service will commence 
in Quarter 1 2020.  In the usual way, bearing in mind factors including retirement of existing 
staff, it can be expected that further recruitment will be necessary over the coming years in or-
der for the Irish Prison Service to continue to provide safe and secure custody for those in their 
care.

22/10/2019WRL07300Workplace Safety

22/10/2019WRL07400264. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of fatalities at State ports in the past five years to date due to workplace ac-
cidents; if one single health and safety charter exists for the sector; if she has met with port 
managers on this issue; her plans to engage will stakeholders in respect of health and safety 
issues at ports; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42982/19]

22/10/2019WRL07500Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The regulatory Agency for the enforcement of occupational safety and health across 
all workplaces within the State, including ports, docks and harbour facilities, is the Health and 
Safety Authority (HSA) which operates under the auspices of my Department.

I have been informed by the HSA that there has been six (6) fatalities in the ports, docks 
and harbour sectors in the last five full year periods between 2013 to 2018, and so far this year 
(2019) there has been an additional three (3) fatalities recorded by the Authority.
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Fatal accidents on Docks 2015 - 2019

Year Number of Fatal Accidents   
2015 2 
2016 0 
2017 2 
2018 2 
2019 (to 16th October)   3 
Total 9 
The two primary pieces of safety and health legislation that apply to ports, docks and har-

bours are the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and the Safety, Health and Welfare 
at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 299 of 2007).

In addition, the HSA, in consultation with representatives from the Irish ports, docks and 
harbours sectors, and from the relevant trade unions, produced a Code of Practice, entitled 
“Code of Practice for Health and Safety in Dock Work  “ which came into effect on the 1st 
January 2016. This Code aims to provide practical guidelines, based on a risk management 
framework, to assist employers, employees and others in complying with their duties under the 
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. Under the 2005 Act codes of practice published 
or approved by the Authority are admissible as evidence to the Courts. 

I would stress that ports, docks and harbours are all subject to the same occupational safety 
and health regime as every other workplace within the State. The safety and health of every em-
ployee at work is the responsibility of their respective employer. In situations where a person is 
at work in a place which is under the control of another employer the person who is considered 
to be in control of that place of work has an additional responsibility for that person.

Other legislation relating to operation and practices of seafarers on board merchant vessels 
while docked fall under the responsibility of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
while certain regulations relating to fishing vessels fall within the responsibility of the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

I, along with the HSA, met with representatives of the Shannon/Foynes Port facility and 
used the opportunity to tour the facility. I also met recently with trade union representatives in-
volved in the sector along with officials from the HSA and we had a good exchange of views on 
how health and safety matters might be better addressed in relation to ports, docks and harbours 
and on how general safety awareness can be increased. Separately, the HSA carried out a two-
week national inspection campaign on the ports, docks and harbour sectors earlier this month.

I can assure the Deputy that the HSA will closely monitor work practices in ports, docks and 
harbours to ensure that work practices conform fully to health and safety requirements.

22/10/2019WRM00200Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRM00300265. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the consultancy service providers engaged by her Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43307/19]

22/10/2019WRM00400266. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by her Department from 1 
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January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43324/19]

22/10/2019WRM00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 265 and 266 together.

Details of my Department’s expenditure on consultancy, value for money and policy review 
services in the period from 1st January 2018 to 1st January 2019 are set out in the following 
table.

Name of external Consul-
tant/Organisation

Report Title Cost of Report€

Mazars Financial and Governance 
Analysis of certain Credit 
Co-operatives

€44,280.

KPMG Data Analysis and Bench-
marking Exercise for the 
Personal Injuries Commis-
sion (PIC).

€43,050.

Economic and Social Re-
search Institute

Measuring Contingent Em-
ployment in Ireland

€51,357.42 

Coyne Research Workplace Relations Com-
mission Stakeholder and 
Service user Research

€34,440.00

O’Herlihy Access Consul-
tancy

Development of Access 
Policy for the Workplace 
Relations Commission

€12,669.00

Colleary & Co Solicitors GDPR Gap Analysis Report 
for Workplace Relations 
Commission 

€5,842.50

Ove Arup & Partners Dangerous Substances Leg-
islation Review 2018

€45,003

Behaviour & Attitudes Brexit Vote – The impact on 
Irish SMEs and their Capital 
Funding (Survey 3)

24,995.02

OECD (Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development)

Review of SME and Entre-
preneurship Issues and Poli-
cies in Ireland

€300,000(Two payments of 
€85,000 and €115,000 made 
in 2018. Final payment 
of €100,000 paid in May 
2019)) 

IDC UK Ltd Digital Transformation: 
Assessing the Impact of 
Digitalisation on Ireland’s 
Workforce

€72,570
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Name of external Consul-
tant/Organisation

Report Title Cost of Report€

ASM Chartered Accountants Five internal audit reports: 
1) Health & Safety Author-
ity – Liaison and gover-
nance2) Personal Injuries 
Assessment Board – Liaison 
and governance3) Compa-
nies Registration Office4) 
Workplace Relations Com-
mission5) Labour Court

€59,000

Copenhagen Economics Making EU Trade in Ser-
vices Work for all

€133,486Note: The sum 
above is Ireland’s share of 
the costs. Further contribu-
tions were made by a num-
ber of other Member States 
who participated in the 
projected.

Ward Solutions IT systems security testing 4,735.50
Duff & Phelps Not in the public domain Contract not delimited by 

price but rather by rate.  No 
invoice has been received as 
of yet

22/10/2019WRM00700Departmental Agencies Funding

22/10/2019WRM00800267. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
proposed current and capital allocation to each agency under her remit following budget 2020; 
and the allocation made in her Department and in each agency towards hiring new staff, in 
tabular form. [43530/19]

22/10/2019WRM00900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the Deputy is aware, Budget 2020 set out the Current and Capital ceilings for my Department 
(€339 million and €632 million respectively). However, the definite allocations for each of the 
subheads, including the agencies, will not be finalised until the annual Revised Estimates pro-
cess is completed. The Revised Estimates Volume is usually published in early December and 
will set out the final agreed 2020 allocation for each subhead.

22/10/2019WRM01000Brexit Preparations

22/10/2019WRM01100268. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 305 of 15 October 2019, the exact EU state aid rules that 
apply to export credit insurance that members states must adhere to; the state aid thresholds that 
exist; and the specific EU regulations that pertain to this area. [43531/19]

22/10/2019WRM01200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
cover of marketable risks by export credit agencies is prohibited under State aid rules as these 
are risks that private insurance companies are willing to cover for countries within the EU and 
the majority of OECD countries.  State insurers cannot be given advantage over private credit 
insurers. Where export credit insurance is provided by state insurers, it would involve state 
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resources, which may give the insurers and, in turn, the exporters, a selective advantage which 
could distort or threaten to distort competition and could affect trade between member states.  
Therefore, State aid would be deemed to be present.  

There are a number of existing schemes that may be accessed by exporters immediately to 
mitigate the impact of Brexit on their businesses.  These include the Brexit Loan Scheme and 
Future Growth Loan Scheme. 

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable financing to businesses that are either cur-
rently impacted by Brexit or will be in the future. The Scheme is delivered by the Strategic 
Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) through Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and AIB and 
makes €300 million available to eligible businesses with up to 499 employees at an interest rate 
of 4% or less.

Loans can be used for future working capital requirements, or to fund innovation, change or 
adaption of a business to mitigate the impact of Brexit.

Brexit Loan features include:

- Loan amount from €25,000 up to a maximum of €1,500,000

- Loan term of up to 3 years

- Loans less than €500,000 will be unsecured

- Interest rate of 4% or less.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme provides affordable financing to Irish businesses and the 
primary agriculture and seafood sectors to support strategic long-term investment in a post 
Brexit environment. The Scheme, which is delivered by the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) through Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, KBC and AIB makes €300 million avail-
able to eligible businesses with up to 249 employees at an interest rate of 4.5% or less for loans 
up to €249,999 and 3.5% and less for loans greater than or equal to €250,000.

Loans can be used for investment in tangible or intangible assets for the purpose of process 
and organisational innovation or investment in tangible and intangible assets on agricultural 
holdings linked to primary agricultural production.

The features of the Future Growth Loan include:

- Loan amount from €100,000 (€50,000 for primary agriculture) up to a maximum of 
€3,000,000

- Loan term from a minimum of 8 years to a maximum of 10 years

- Loans less than €500,000 will be unsecured

- Interest rate of 4.5% for loans up to €249,999 and 3.5% and less for loans greater than or 
equal to €250,000.

Enterprise Ireland and the Local Enterprise Offices also provide supports specifically to 
help companies to diversify their markets. These supports include the Local Enterprise Offices 
Technical Assistance for Micro-Exporters (TAME) Grant. This grant supports clients to explore 
and develop new export market opportunities. With a focus on helping companies to diversify, 
this scheme is a matched-funding opportunity with up to €2,500 available. 

The Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund incentivises companies to undertake market 
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research and develop viable and sustainable market entry strategies in new geographic mar-
kets. The Market Discovery Fund provides support towards internal and external costs incurred 
when researching new markets for products and services. Support can be provided over an 18 
month period from project start date to project end date. Support for Market Discovery Fund 
applies when eligible companies are either looking at a new geographic market for an existing 
product/service or an existing geographic market for a new product/service.

22/10/2019WRM01300Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

22/10/2019WRM01400269. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate the training 
allowance payment to disability allowance recipients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43050/19]

22/10/2019WRM01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative/Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000.  

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.   

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised.  

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector   

It is worth remembering that:  

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available 

- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
the remainder of their RT Placement 

- The majority of attendees of HSE Disability Services, including Rehabilitative Training 
programmes, qualify for Disability Allowance, paid at the rate of €203 per week, which also 
qualifies them for a Free Travel Pass.

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019 
participants 

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.    
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Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health.

22/10/2019WRM01600National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

22/10/2019WRM01700270. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the projected cost of the national 
children’s hospital in each year between 2020 and 2023; the amount in each year that has been 
accounted for in the National Development Plan 2018-2027; the amount that is in excess of the 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43548/19]

22/10/2019WRM01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new Children’s Hospital is a vital and 
much needed project and the Government will ensure that the new Children’s Hospital will be 
delivered within the overall investment programme, as set out in Project Ireland 2040. 

In December 2018 the Government approved the construction investment for the new chil-
dren’s hospital and two outpatients and urgent care centres, at a capital cost of €1,433 million.

The 2019 Capital Plan provides for funding of €881m for the new children’s hospital over 
the three-year period 2019-2021. The profiling of this funding is reviewed on an ongoing ba-
sis and the latest estimated expenditure in 2019 is €230m, with a resulting cashflow balance 
of €20m being carried forward to 2020, where expenditure of €316m is forecast, with €335m 
profiled in 2021.

22/10/2019WRM01900Counselling Services Provision

22/10/2019WRM02000271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains satisfied regarding the availability of adequate counselling services to deal with require-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43584/19]

22/10/2019WRM02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRM02200Vaccination Programme Data

22/10/2019WRM02300272. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the budget for the National Immuni-
sation Office in each of the years 2017 to 2019. [42921/19]

22/10/2019WRM02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Immunisation Office 
is responsible for managing vaccine procurement and distribution, developing training and 
communication materials for the public and health professionals.  All vaccines administered 
through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule and School Immunisation Programme 
are provided free of charge.  

As this PQ relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive 
for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRM02500State Claims Agency Data
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22/10/2019WRM02600273. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the number of legal claims taken 
against University Hospital Kerry in each of the years 2009 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42928/19]

22/10/2019WRM02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): State indemnity, as operated by the State 
Claims Agency, is provided to delegated State authorities (including University Hospital Ker-
ry), in respect of personal injury, third-party property damage and clinical negligence liabilities. 
The Agency has a statutory mandate, in respect of these liabilities, to investigate and manage 
to completion any cases arising. I am assuming that the Deputy’s question relates to these cat-
egories of claims.

My officials have been advised by the Agency that it publishes risk and claims data at a na-
tional level and at a group level. At a location level it provides data only in an anonymised man-
ner. This is to support the Agency’s risk management objective to implement targeted personal 
injury and property damage risk work programmes to mitigate litigation risk in State authorities 
and healthcare enterprises, in order to reduce the costs of future litigation against the State. 

The Agency does not release data pertaining to an individual location as it has the poten-
tial of identifying sensitive information relating to an individual. Also, such information can 
be taken out of context and may lead to having an adverse impact on incident reporting rates 
within these locations. The Agency proactively supports the increase in incident reporting by 
a healthcare service as it is considered to be indicative of the development of a strong patient 
safety culture.

22/10/2019WRM02800National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

22/10/2019WRM02900274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry will be considered for an operation under the National Treatment Purchase Fund. 
[42931/19]

22/10/2019WRM03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

With regard to accessing treatment through the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF), 
the NTPF works with public hospitals, as opposed to with patients directly, to offer and provide 
the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day 
case waiting list for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment 
by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While 
the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time 
spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of 
NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital.
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22/10/2019WRM03100Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRM03200275. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if the provision of the linking 
of the school age team to a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42935/19]

22/10/2019WRM03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRM03400Hospital Beds Closures

22/10/2019WRM03500276. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason beds in the 
Sacred Heart Hospital, County Roscommon are being left empty at present despite the general 
bed crisis nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42938/19]

22/10/2019WRM03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRM03700Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRM03800277. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason patients in 
acute services are reportedly taken directly to private nursing homes until their fair deal ap-
plication process is complete; the reason the transitional funding reportedly available to private 
nursing homes is not open to HSE nursing homes, such as the Sacred Heart Hospital, County 
Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42939/19]

22/10/2019WRM03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRM04000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

22/10/2019WRM04100278. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason no progress 
has been made to date on the promised 50 bed extension to the Sacred Heart Hospital, County 
Roscommon; if a design team has been appointed; if construction will commence in 2020; if it 
will be finished by 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42940/19]

22/10/2019WRM04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining the projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.
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The Capital Plan provides for €220m capital funding to the Community Nursing Unit pro-
gramme over the period 2019 to 2021 and also sets out the current status of all projects within 
the programme, including new development at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the tender documents are being prepared for the appointment 
of a design team. It is intended to proceed with the tender process this year, once the new 
Framework for Design Teams has been completed.

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

22/10/2019WRM04300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

22/10/2019WRM04400279. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health his plans to sanction the drug 
osimertinib in view of the fact that a number of persons are using it; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42946/19]

22/10/2019WRM04500389. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has received an ap-
plication for funding for the oral chemotherapy agent osimertinib; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43393/19]

22/10/2019WRM04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 279 and 
389 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies 
the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines. 

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an application 
to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list. 

Reimbursement is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

I am advised by the HSE that it has received two applications for the reimbursement of 
Osimertinib (Tagrisso):

1) The treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic EGFR T790M muta-
tion-positive non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC). 

In May 2018, the NCPE recommended that Osimertinib not be considered for reimburse-
ment for this indication unless cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treat-
ments. Following the assessment and after a number of rounds of commercial negotiations, the 
HSE notified the applicant in February 2019 that it was minded to not approve reimbursement 
for this indication. 
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The 2013 Act provides for a period of representations after such notifications, before the 
HSE can make its final decision. The HSE have received representations from the manufacturer 
and these are under consideration by the HSE leadership team in advance of a final reimburse-
ment decision.

2) The first-line treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic NSCLC with 
activating epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) mutations. 

In respect of the second indication, a health technology assessment was completed on 6 Au-
gust 2019 with the NCPE recommending that Osimertinib not be considered for reimbursement 
unless cost effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments. The HSE will assess 
this application for reimbursement in line with the 2013 Health Act.

22/10/2019WRM04700HSE Staff Recruitment

22/10/2019WRM04800280. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the re-
cent announcement by the HSE of a recruitment embargo in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42952/19]

22/10/2019WRM04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE that while there 
is no national recruitment embargo or moratorium, there is a priority requirement for all HSE 
services to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing level that is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, 
while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.

With regard to the specific query relating to a single individual, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to the Deputy on this matter. 

22/10/2019WRM05000Departmental Properties

22/10/2019WRM05100281. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his future plans for the St. Colum-
bas site, Armagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 (details supplied). [42955/19]

22/10/2019WRM05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is responsible 
for the management of public healthcare property estate and has advised that it is currently re-
viewing the future potential for the delivery of primary and community care services on the site 
at Armagh Road Crumlin . In the meantime, it has been necessary for the property to be boarded 
up in line with  vacant property protocol and for insurance purposes.

22/10/2019WRM05300HSE Funding

22/10/2019WRM05400282. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if funding has been 
ring-fenced for organisations (details supplied); if not, the reason therefor; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42964/19]

22/10/2019WRM05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
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people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRM05600Nursing Staff Remuneration

22/10/2019WRM05700283. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when the pay deal agreed with 
nurses and midwives in February 2019 will be put in place; the cost of same in 2019 and 2020; 
and the nature of offsetting cost reduction measures such as changes to roster arrangements that 
are to be put in place to deal with the cost of the new pay deal. [42969/19]

22/10/2019WRM05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Implementation of the agreement reached 
in relation to nurses and midwives has commenced.  Rather than a ‘pay deal’, the agreement is 
made up of a number of elements intended to improve the recruitment and retention of nurses 
and midwives.  

It provides for the introduction of the Enhanced Practice nurse/midwife roles, as well as a 
range of other measures.  It commits to the continued roll-out of the Framework on Safe Staff-
ing and Skill Mix already underway.  The initial focus has been on the introduction of the new 
enhanced roles.  

Significant engagement was required between the parties to agree the wording of a new 
contract to be signed by each person taking up this role.  The HSE issued a circular opening the 
Enhanced Practice role to eligible applicants on 23rd August 2019.  

The agreement also includes the recommendations of the Public Service Pay Commission 
in relation to allowances and accelerated progression for certain nursing and midwifery grades.  
The HSE has issued a circular giving effect to these allowance increases.  Other measures pro-
vided for such as the extension of the qualification/location allowance to medical surgical areas 
and the upgrading of certain RNID nurses are also being progressed.

The full costs involved will be dependent on nurses/midwives choosing to apply for the 
enhanced practice roles now available to them.  Similarly, cost savings will also be contingent 
on the success of the new enhanced role and the roll-out of the Framework on Safe Staffing and 
Skill Mix. 

Health Service Management are committed to the implementation of all aspects of the agree-
ment and this which will be closely monitored through an HSE Implementation Plan.  Funding 
for the implementation of the nursing agreement has been provided in Budget 2020 and it is 
expected that further details will be set out in the HSE’s National Service Plan.

22/10/2019WRM05900Health Services Expenditure

22/10/2019WRM06000284. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the €335 
million Supplementary Estimate for the budget of his Department announced in budget 2020. 
[42970/19]

22/10/2019WRM06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is envisaged that a supplementary esti-
mate of €335 million net will be approved by Government. This represents 2.1% of the original 
net allocation, in comparison to a Supplementary Estimate in 2018 equal to 4.4% of the original 
net allocation. This significant improvement highlights the enhanced focus on financial perfor-



22 October 2019

131

mance across the Health system.

Excess expenditure in services  for people with a disability and in Acute hospitals account 
for €100m of the requirement.  Primary Care Reimbursement Service €157m, Pensions €24m, 
Overseas Treatment €40m, and the State Claims Agency €40m accounts for a further €261m of 
the requirement. Decisions taken after the NSP (incl. Nursing Agreement, other IR agreements, 
and the Cervical Check ex-gratia scheme) account for €56m, and Brexit is a further €10m of 
the excess expenditure.

In addition, €26m is being provided to support a  Winter Plan to offset the growing concern 
of the impact of meeting winter service demands.  

Time related saving of €73m are available on a once-off basis within the Vote, as well as 
additional Appropriations in Aid of €45m, resulting in a net supplementary sought of €335m.

22/10/2019WRM06200Dental Services Provision

22/10/2019WRM06300285. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if certain dental work (details 
supplied) is provided to children in schools in County Galway; if the treatment they are receiv-
ing differs from that of children attending schools in neighbouring counties; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42972/19]

22/10/2019WRM06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRM06500Vaccination Programme

22/10/2019WRM06600286. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans for a catch-up 
HPV vaccination programme for older boys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42983/19]

22/10/2019WRM06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The com-
mittee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and 
international best practice in relation to immunisation.  It makes recommendations on vaccina-
tion policy to my Department.  NIAC continues to revise recommendations to allow for the 
introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of disease.  
Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over time.

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) made a recommendation that the 
HPV vaccine should be given to boys.  On foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my Department 
asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health technology 
assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness of extending the current im-
munisation programme, which offers HPV vaccination to all girls in their first year of second 
level education (generally 12 to 13 year olds), to a programme that also offers the vaccination 
to boys in their first year of secondary school.

HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation 
programme be extended to include boys.  A policy decision was made to extend the HPV im-
munisation programme to include boys starting in September 2019 with the introduction of a 
9-valent HPV vaccine.  However, the HIQA report published in December 2018 did not recom-
mend an HPV catch-up programme for older boys for several reasons:
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- Aaccinating boys in the first year of secondary school provides the best possible protection 
against HPV infection;

- Boys are already benefiting from the indirect herd protection provided by the girls’ HPV 
vaccination programme which started in 2010.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable dis-
eases.  As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before 
a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.  
Therefore, the gender neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.  All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.    

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

22/10/2019WRM06800Traveller Community

22/10/2019WRM06900287. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will conduct a national audit 
of Traveller suicide and consider resourcing a national targeted suicide prevention campaign for 
Travellers as a priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42998/19]

22/10/2019WRM07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Office 
for Suicide Prevention in the HSE has responsibility for the implementation of Connecting for 
Life, Ireland’s National Strategy for Suicide Prevention. Members of the Traveller community 
are considered as a priority group under the strategy and feature across many objectives and 
actions in the strategy.  

I have asked the National Office for Suicide Prevention  to respond directly to the Deputy in 
relation to these specific requests.

22/10/2019WRM07100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

22/10/2019WRM07200288. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children on wait-
ing lists for a first outpatient appointment across all specialities in CHO area 8; and the number 
waiting three to six, six to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively, in 
tabular form. [43018/19]

22/10/2019WRM07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. In this regard, the Govern-
ment is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

The latest published National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) figures show that there 
12,527 children in CHO Area 8 waiting for an outpatient appointment in a public hospital . Of 
these, 60% are waiting 9 months or less and 68% are waiting 12 months or less.

More broadly, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €75 million in 2019 
to €100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
since Budget 2017 reflect this Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to 
access hospital treatment. 
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My Department is working with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund to de-
velop the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2020. The National Service Plan 2020 will set out HSE 
planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system 
to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular 
focus on hospital outpatient services. 

In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with 
the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals for the remainder of this year and for 2020. 

The information requested by the deputy on the number of children in CHO Area 8, waiting 
for an outpatient appointment in a public hospital, is outlined in the following table. In relation 
to the number of children in CHO Area 8, waiting for an appointment in a community care set-
ting, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

Total Outpatient Waiters Children Only in CHO Area 8 by Area of Residence by Wait Time 
Band as at 26/9/2019

Row 
Labels

 0-3 
Months

 3-6 
Months

 6-9 
Months

 9-12 
Months

12-15 
Months

15-18 
Months

18-24 
Months

24 
Months 
+

Grand 
Total

Laois 445 375 258 158 102 100 88 307 1833
Long-
ford

218 164 98 56 38 35 51 153 813

Louth 675 583 357 202 127 136 180 278 2538
Meath 864 811 560 323 250 240 315 429 3792
Offaly 515 335 220 107 76 60 113 318 1744
West-
meath

476 365 245 154 93 72 126 276 1807

Grand 
Total

3193 2633 1738 1000 686 643 873 1761 12527

22/10/2019WRM07400Health Services Charges

22/10/2019WRM07500289. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there are circumstances in which 
a public patient (details supplied) can be assisted with funding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43033/19]

22/10/2019WRM07600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 1970 (as amended) all 
persons ordinarily resident in the State are eligible for public health services provided by or on 
behalf of the HSE on a full or limited eligibility basis.  

When a patient opts to avail of health services from a private provider, the relationship 
between the patient and the provider is a private contractual matter. The current public health 
eligibility framework provides no basis for funding private patient charges incurred by a patient 
in these circumstances.

22/10/2019WRN00200Obesity Strategy

22/10/2019WRN00300290. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding multibuy 
promotions and their effects on obesity levels here (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43034/19]

22/10/2019WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): “A Healthy 
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Weight for Ireland”, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), is a cross-sectoral, whole of 
Government approach towards tackling the causes of obesity in Ireland.  There are many causes 
of obesity and none of them operate in isolation, and the same applies to measures to deal with 
the problem.  The OPAP recognises that interventions such as portion size control and reformu-
lation of food and drink can have an impact on obesity.

Actions planned under the OPAP include engaging with the food industry on measures 
such as agreeing food industry reformulation targets and the introduction of maximum portion 
sizes, and a sub-group of the Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group is working on 
these measures.  Progress has already been made with the introduction of the Sugar Sweetened 
Drinks Tax in May 2018. These issues are all interlinked, and it is important to consider the 
potential impacts of any proposed measures, as well as closely monitoring the impact of such 
measures once they are introduced, which underlines the importance of the multi-level and co-
ordinated approach of the Obesity Policy and Action Plan.

Also under the OPAP, new Healthy Eating Guidelines and a Food Pyramid have been pro-
duced, disseminated and communicated, in order to assist with eating a healthy and balanced 
diet.  The Pyramid recommends limited consumption of Top Shelf foods such as those high-
sugar items referred to.  These foods are limited to a maximum of once or twice a week and are 
not needed for good health as they provide calories and very little nutrients, and can contribute 
to overweight and obesity.

22/10/2019WRN00500Respite Care Services Data

22/10/2019WRN00600291. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours and 
day-only respite sessions accessed by children and adults with a disability in County Galway 
in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and date in 2019; the number of requests for respite that were 
granted and refused in each of the years; the amount spent on respite in County Galway in each 
year in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43053/19]

22/10/2019WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service maters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRN00800Mental Health Services Staff

22/10/2019WRN00900292. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant psy-
chiatric posts across the health service; and the number filled by permanent consultant, tempo-
rarily filled and vacant, respectively. [43058/19]

22/10/2019WRN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
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the Deputy on this matter.

22/10/2019WRN01100Hospital Consultant Data

22/10/2019WRN01200293. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
consultant positions in each public and voluntary hospital; the number filled on a whole-time 
equivalent basis; the number vacant as of 15 October 2019 or the latest date available; and the 
number filled on locum or non-specialist basis in tabular form. [43059/19]

22/10/2019WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

22/10/2019WRN01400Medicinal Products Supply

22/10/2019WRN01500294. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure a drug treat-
ment (details supplied) can be obtained in supply greater than one month. [43060/19]

22/10/2019WRN01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRN01700Occupational Therapy Data

22/10/2019WRN01800295. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO1 to date in 2019. [43061/19]

22/10/2019WRN01900296. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO2 to date in 2019. [43062/19]

22/10/2019WRN02000297. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO3 to date in 2019. [43063/19]

22/10/2019WRN02100298. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO4 to date in 2019. [43064/19]

22/10/2019WRN02200299. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO5 to date in 2019 [43065/19]

22/10/2019WRN02300300. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO6 to date in 2019. [43066/19]

22/10/2019WRN02400301. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO7 to date in 2019. [43067/19]

22/10/2019WRN02500302. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO8 to date in 2019. [43068/19]

22/10/2019WRN02600303. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
referrals for a first assessment for occupational therapy in CHO9 to date in 2019. [43069/19]

22/10/2019WRN02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 295 to 303, 
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inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

22/10/2019WRN03600Orthodontic Services

22/10/2019WRN03700304. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to address 
issues with staffing levels in the orthodontic services in County Laois; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43072/19]

22/10/2019WRN03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRN03900Occupational Therapy Data

22/10/2019WRN04000305. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
occupational therapists in whole-time equivalent terms employed in each CHO area in tabular 
form; and the equivalent number for the same date in 2018. [43073/19]

22/10/2019WRN04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

22/10/2019WRN04200Home Care Packages Data

22/10/2019WRN04300306. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the regional variations in the eli-
gibility and allocation of services relating to publicly funded home care; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43074/19]

22/10/2019WRN04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Service 
Plan 2019 set a target to deliver 18.26 million hours to over 53,000 people, including 360,000 
hours as part of an Intensive Home care Package.  By the end of July more than 10 million 
hours of home support had been delivered nationally and almost 52,000 people were in receipt 
of the service.   The latest preliminary data available to me indicates that this has increased to 
over 11.8 million hours by the end of August.

Despite this significant level of provision, demand for home support continues to grow and 
nationally over 7,000 people have been assessed and are waiting for either new or additional 
services.   

Arrangements for home supports have developed over the years with a significant local fo-
cus and it is acknowledged by the HSE that there may be a considerable variation in access to 
services in different parts of the country.   The recent report from the ESRI, published in July 
of this year, “Geographic Profile of Healthcare Needs and Non-Acute Healthcare Supply in 
Ireland” highlighted this variation across counties and regions.   

I acknowledge that in some cases access to the service may take longer than we would like. 
However, the HSE has assured the Department that people on the waiting list are reviewed, as 
funding becomes available, to ensure that individual cases continue to be dealt with on a prior-
ity basis within the available resources and as determined by the local front line staff who know 
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and understand the clients’ needs, and who undertake regular reviews of those care needs to 
ensure that the services being provided remain appropriate.

In line with commitments given in the Programme for Government we have made improved 
access to home support services a priority in Budget 2020. An additional investment of €52 mil-
lion is being made in 2020 which will provide over 19.2 million hours of home support. This is 
1 million hours more than the 2019 target and represents a substantial increase in service provi-
sion.  This investment is focused on enabling older people to remain at home and, as appropri-
ate, provision of hours will also be targeted at times of peak demand, at the beginning and end 
of the year, to ensure more timely egress from hospital for older people.

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, it needs to be improved to better meet the changing needs of our citizens.   The 
Department of Health is currently developing plans for a new statutory scheme and system of 
regulation for home support services for older people and adults with a disability. Included in 
this investment is dedicated funding for the testing of the new statutory home-support scheme 
in 2020.  

The design of the new scheme will involve the establishment of a model of service with a 
streamlined central system of administration to improve and simplify how people access home-
support services. While the administration of the scheme will be centralised, the delivery of ser-
vices will be co-ordinated at local level in line with a person’s assessed need. A core component 
of the Scheme and the testing phase will be the implementation of InterRAI, as the standardised 
assessment tool for determining need under the new scheme.

22/10/2019WRN04500Primary Care Centres Provision

22/10/2019WRN04600307. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Drimnagh, Dublin 
12, primary healthcare centre; if it is provided for in the 2020 HSE capital budget; if planning 
permission will expire in November 2019 should the project not commence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43079/19]

22/10/2019WRN04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is responsible 
for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects. The HSE has advised 
that an application for the extension of the planning permission in respect of Drimnagh Primary 
Care Centre has been lodged with Dublin City Council and the outcome is awaited. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

22/10/2019WRN04800Disability Support Services Funding

22/10/2019WRN04900308. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the measures he 
is taking to enable persons with disabilities avail of assistive technologies; the funding provided 
in 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43083/19]

22/10/2019WRN05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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22/10/2019WRN05100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2019WRN05200309. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the impending chang-
es to the fair deal scheme for business persons and farmers; when this legislation is expected to 
pass; the way in which fair deal patients assets are being treated ahead of the legislation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43085/19]

22/10/2019WRN05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11th June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon as 
the legislative process is successfully complete. The Department will progress this as quickly 
as possible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it 
passes through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee 
and the Department looks forward to participating in pre-legislative scrutiny in November.

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

22/10/2019WRN05400Hospital Services

22/10/2019WRN05500310. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the full complement of coronary 
care unit beds will remain fully open and operational at University Hospital Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43088/19]

22/10/2019WRN05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

22/10/2019WRN05700Health Services Staff

22/10/2019WRN05800311. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the MICAT team in the midlands 
may lose its public health nurse in view of the fact the HSE has pulled its staff from the service. 
[43090/19]

22/10/2019WRN05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRN06000Home Help Service Data

22/10/2019WRN06100312. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Wexford awaiting home help hours to be approved, allocated or increased; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43092/19]
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22/10/2019WRN06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRN06300Speech and Language Therapy Data

22/10/2019WRN06400313. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who availed 
of speech and language therapy in a primary care setting in counties Cavan and Monaghan to 
date in 2019; the number on the waiting list for speech and language therapy; the length of time 
each has been on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43109/19]

22/10/2019WRN06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRN06600Health Services Data

22/10/2019WRN06700314. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
availed of physiotherapy in a primary care setting in counties Cavan and Monaghan to date in 
2019; the number on the waiting list for physiotherapy; the length of time each has been on the 
waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43110/19]

22/10/2019WRN06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRO00200Occupational Therapy Data

22/10/2019WRO00300315. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that availed 
of occupational therapy in a primary care setting in counties Cavan and Monaghan to date in 
2019; the number on the waiting list for occupational therapy; the length of time each has been 
on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43111/19]

22/10/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRO00500Home Care Packages Provision

22/10/2019WRO00600316. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the action to be taken to reduce 
the waiting list for homecare packages in County Laois in which the number waiting have seen 
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a significant increase to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43113/19]

22/10/2019WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRO00800HSE Staff Recruitment

22/10/2019WRO00900317. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE in CHO area 
8 is taking on agency staff to fill positions in which an employment panel is currently running 
and suitable candidates are available to commence full-time and permanent employment from 
this list; and his views on whether agency recruitment offers value for money in view of the 
continued budget overruns within the HSE. [43114/19]

22/10/2019WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

22/10/2019WRO01100HSE Savings

22/10/2019WRO01200318. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when additional funding 
will be put in place to address the issue of staff shortages within the home support coordinators 
across the HSE community west for the past four months (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43117/19]

22/10/2019WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRO01400Medical Card Eligibility

22/10/2019WRO01500319. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider allowing per-
sons in the 66 to 70 years of age bracket to discount the cost of medical insurance against their 
income in assessing their qualification for a medical card, particularly in view of the significant 
difference between the means test for that age category and those over 70 years of age; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43118/19]

22/10/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended), eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on residency and 
means. The Act provides that persons who are unable to arrange GP services for themselves and 
family, without undue hardship, can qualify for full eligibility (a medical card). 

The HSE can only award medical cards in accordance with the Health Act and, therefore, it 
must assess applicants on the overall financial situation of the applicant and his or her spouse or 
partner. The HSE gives effect to this legislation through its Medical Card National Assessment 
Guidelines. There are no plans at present to revise the allowable expenses provided for under 
the Medical Card National Assessment Guidelines.

22/10/2019WRO01700Health Services Provision
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22/10/2019WRO01800320. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medi-
cal assessment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43124/19]

22/10/2019WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRO02000Residential Institutions

22/10/2019WRO02100321. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a bed in resi-
dential care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43138/19]

22/10/2019WRO02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO02300Health Care Infrastructure Provision

22/10/2019WRO02400322. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when the new framework for 
design teams will be approved by the HSE; the reason for the delay in approving this frame-
work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43144/19]

22/10/2019WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

22/10/2019WRO02600Autism Support Services

22/10/2019WRO02700323. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
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uled for ASD assessment for a child (details supplied). [43145/19]

22/10/2019WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO02900Health Screening Programmes

22/10/2019WRO03000324. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if newborn screening here will 
be expanded to screen for additional rare genetic conditions in children (details supplied). 
[43160/19]

22/10/2019WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A National Screening Committee is being 
established and will hold its first meeting before the end of 2019, as per recommendation 5, 
contained within the Scally Review (2018). The Committee’s role will be to undertake an inde-
pendent assessment of the evidence for screening for a particular condition against internation-
ally accepted criteria and make recommendations accordingly.  

 I appointed Professor Niall O’Higgins as Chair of the Committee in July 2019 and asked 
that, as part of its initial body of work, the Committee prioritise a review of the national new-
born blood-spot screening programme and look specifically at how Ireland should best proceed 
with an expansion in line with international best practice.  

 Ireland, very much like the UK has always evaluated the case for commencing a national 
screening programme against international accepted criteria – collectively known as the Wilson 
Junger criteria. The evidence bar for commencing a screening programme should and must 
remain high.  This ensures that we can be confident that the programme is effective, quality as-
sured and operating to safe standards.

 There is no doubt that newborn screening programmes have the potential to be rapidly 
transformed by new technologies and new therapies but this highlights the need to continue 
with a robust, methodologically sound and detailed analysis of the evidence in each and every 
case against the Wilson and Junger criteria. 

 Any future potential changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 
will be incorporated as part of the Committee’s work programme.

22/10/2019WRO03200Care of the Elderly Provision

22/10/2019WRO03300325. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the analysis carried out on esti-
mating the additional need for step down beds and residential care for older persons in counties 
Cavan and Monaghan between 2019 and 2030. [43161/19]

22/10/2019WRO03400326. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of the 4,000 step 
down and-or long-term residential beds announced under the National Development Plan 2018-
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2027 which will be allocated to counties Cavan and Monaghan. [43162/19]

22/10/2019WRO03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 325 and 326 together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRO03700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

22/10/2019WRO03800327. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in coun-
ties Cavan and Monaghan availing of the fair deal scheme; and the number in residential care 
outside counties Cavan or Monaghan. [43163/19]

22/10/2019WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRO04000Nursing Home Beds Data

22/10/2019WRO04100328. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of public nursing 
home beds available in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [43164/19]

22/10/2019WRO04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRO04300Hospital Procedures

22/10/2019WRO04400329. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the policy in relation to the future 
availability of the medical procedure involving vaginal mesh implants in the health service; his 
views on the reported ill effects of the procedure on some women; if he will commission an 
independent inquiry that takes account of the serious health concerns suffered by these women; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43169/19]

22/10/2019WRO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony 
Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to draft a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological 
Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary incontinence (SUI) and pelvic organ prolapse 
(POP) in women. The report covers the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report was published on the Department of Health website on 21 November 2018. 

The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
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mesh implant removal.

 The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. 

The HSE was also asked by the Chief Medical Officer on 24 July 2018 to pause all mesh 
procedures where clinically safe to do so, pending confirmation by the HSE of the implementa-
tion of recommendations relating to (i) professional training requirements, (ii) patient informa-
tion and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national data set for all mesh 
procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals.

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group was convened by the HSE, to advise on and 
progress all of the recommendations which included three patient representatives, as well as 
representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups to advise on 
and action all of the recommendations above. 

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the clarification and development of 
treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related 
complications is being progressed by the HSE. This work includes identifying the appropriate 
specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital group level and nationally to pro-
vide comprehensive aftercare services. 

I am pleased to note that funding has been identified within the HSE in 2019 to provide a 
package of care for women already identified with urgent or immediate needs. I understand that 
the Department of Health and the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme will 
continue to engage in relation to the ongoing care needs of women impacted by mesh complica-
tions. 

As was requested by the Secretary General of my Department in November 2018, the HSE 
prepared an Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations set out in the CMO’s 
Report, which was approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published on the HSE 
website on 26 April 2019. I am informed that the HSE has advised that a further detailed prog-
ress report on implementation of the recommendations will be provided to my Department in 
the coming weeks. 

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website. 



22 October 2019

145

I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage with the relevant HSE 
contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and provided for.

At my meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to con-
tinue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical manage-
ment of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence. It is 
my intention to meet again with the Mesh Survivors Ireland group in the coming weeks.

22/10/2019WRO04600Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRO04700330. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of children await-
ing early intervention at the first stage in the Cork area; and the delays facing those children, in 
tabular form. [43178/19]

22/10/2019WRO04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO04900Speech and Language Therapy Provision

22/10/2019WRO05000331. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for speech and language assessments in primary care in CHO 2 in each county by periods 
(details supplied), in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43193/19]

22/10/2019WRO05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRO05200Audiology Services Provision

22/10/2019WRO05300332. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for a hearing test in primary care in CHO 2 in each county by periods (details supplied), in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43194/19]

22/10/2019WRO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO05500Residential Institutions Data

22/10/2019WRO05600333. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of adults with an 
intellectual disability in residential care in County Galway in each year from 2014 to date in 
2019, in tabular form; the number of adults with an intellectual disability waiting for residential 
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care in County Galway at present; the length of time they have been waiting by periods (details 
supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43195/19]

22/10/2019WRO05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO05800Health Services Data

22/10/2019WRO05900334. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an eye test in primary care in CHO 2 in each county by periods (details supplied), in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43196/19]

22/10/2019WRO06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO06100Dental Services Data

22/10/2019WRO06200335. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for a dental test in primary care in CHO 2 in each county by periods (details supplied), in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43197/19]

22/10/2019WRO06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO06400Health Services Data

22/10/2019WRO06500336. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment of autism spectrum disorder in each county by periods (details supplied), in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43198/19]

22/10/2019WRO06600338. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment of dyslexia in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43200/19]

22/10/2019WRO06700339. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment of dyspraxia in each county by periods (details supplied), in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43201/19]

22/10/2019WRO06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 336, 338 and 339 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
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cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRO06900Health Services Data

22/10/2019WRO07000337. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment of ADHD in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43199/19]

22/10/2019WRO07100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Questions Nos. 338 and 339 answered with Question No. 336.

22/10/2019WRP00200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

22/10/2019WRP00300340. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a hip operation in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43202/19]

22/10/2019WRP00400341. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a knee operation in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43203/19]

22/10/2019WRP00500342. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a cataract operation in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43204/19]

22/10/2019WRP00600344. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a tonsillitis procedure in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43206/19]

22/10/2019WRP00700348. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for an assessment for osteoporosis in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43210/19]

22/10/2019WRP00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 340 to 342, 
inclusive, 344 and 348 together.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. In this regard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for 
hospital appointments and procedures.

Under the Inpatient Day Case Access Plans for 2018 and 2019, hip & knee procedures, cata-
racts and tonsils have been among ten specialties targeted by the National Treatment Purchase 
fund (NTPF), and by end of September 2019, the number of people waiting nationally for one 
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of these ten procedures had fallen by over 40% from 38,368 in July 2017 to 16,149. 

The NTPF has advised that currently, there are no patients waiting for an osteoporosis as-
sessment in the Saolta Group and hip/knee operations consists of Hip Replacements/Revisions 
and Knee Replacements/Revisions procedures.

More broadly, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €75 million in 2019 
to €100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
since Budget 2017 reflect this Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to 
access hospital treatment. 

My Department is working with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund to de-
velop the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2020. The National Service Plan 2020 will set out HSE 
planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system 
to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular 
focus on hospital outpatient services. 

In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with 
the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals for the remainder of this year and for 2020.

The information requested by the deputy is outlined in the document attached.

Total Waiters for Cataract Surgery in SAOLTA Hospital Group by Hospital by Wait Time 
Band as at 26/09/2019

Row Labels 0-4 Months 4-8 Months 8-12 Months 12 Months + Grand Total
Saolta 
University 
Health Care 
Group

747 323 104 34 1208

Galway 
University 
Hospitals

415 205 61 17 698

Letterkenny 
University 
Hospital

15 12 8 35

Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital

317 106 38 14 475

Grand Total 747 323 104 34 1208

Total Waiters for Hip Operations in SAOLTA Hospital Group by Hospital by Wait Time 
Band as at 26/09/2019
Row Labels 0-4 Months 12 Months + 4-8 Months 8-12 Months Grand Total
Saolta 
University 
Health Care 
Group

208 59 80 28 375

Galway 
University 
Hospitals

48 23 30 8 109
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Row Labels 0-4 Months 4-8 Months 8-12 Months 12 Months + Grand Total
Letterkenny 
University 
Hospital

52 5 13 7 77

Mayo Uni-
versity Hos-
pital

70 30 28 9 137

Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital

38 14 52

Grand Total 208 59 80 28 375

Total Waiters for Knee Operations in SAOLTA Hospital Group by Hospital by Wait Time 
Band as at 26/09/2019
Row Labels 0-4 Months 12 Months + 4-8 Months 8-12 Months Grand Total
Saolta 
University 
Health Care 
Group

116 40 39 18 213

Galway 
University 
Hospitals

18 19 12 8 57

*To ensure anonymity numbers lower than 5 have been merged in certain timebands

22/10/2019WRP01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

22/10/2019WRP01200343. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for a scoliosis procedure in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43205/19]

22/10/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has advised my Department 
that there is an agreed clinical pathway in place for Paediatric scoliosis patients between Gal-
way University Hospital (GUH) and Children’s Health Ireland (CHI). In addition, for patients 
over 16 years of age there is also a pathway in place to access services at the Mater Misericor-
diae University Hospital (MMUH). 

Saolta Hospital Group has advised that there are currently 7 patients awaiting scoliosis sur-
gery at Galway University Hospitals (GUH). Due to the small volume of patients waiting, to 
preserve patient confidentiality, a further breakdown of patients by adult/child cannot be pro-
vided. Saolta has further advised that to date in 2019, no scoliosis surgeries have taken place in 
Galway University Hospitals.

Saolta Hospital Group has further advised that Paediatric scoliosis patients are to be referred 
to CHI at Crumlin, and that they are working on treatment plans for adults who are currently 
awaiting scoliosis surgery at GUH. 

  Question No. 344 answered with Question No. 340.

22/10/2019WRP01500HSE Waiting Lists
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22/10/2019WRP01600345. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for an eating disorder assessment in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43207/19]

22/10/2019WRP01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRP01800HSE Waiting Lists

22/10/2019WRP01900346. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for an assessment for addiction, including drugs, alcohol and gambling in CHO2 in each county 
by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43208/19]

22/10/2019WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRP02100HSE Waiting Lists

22/10/2019WRP02200347. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for access to CAMHS in CHO2 in each county by periods (details supplied) in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43209/19]

22/10/2019WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Question No. 348 answered with Question No. 340.

22/10/2019WRP02500Health Services Provision

22/10/2019WRP02600349. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a place at the Lakeview Unit in 
Naas General Hospital will be provided for a person (details supplied). [43232/19]

22/10/2019WRP02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRP02800Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRP02900350. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the funding being provided 
for adult residential services in 2020; the allocation being made for CHO6; and if this is an 
increase on 2019. [43235/19]

22/10/2019WRP03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. This year alone, the Health Service Executive (HSE) has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme, an increase of €346 million since 2016.  The over-
all Budget for disability services in 2020 will be in excess of €2 billion.  Discussions in terms 
of how these monies will be allocated across the Disability Services Programme next year are 
currently underway as part of the HSE’s National Service Planning process for 2020.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRP03100Hospital Facilities

22/10/2019WRP03200351. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the bone density de-
partment at Cork University Hospital is a private unit; and the reason public patients are being 
directed towards this private clinic have to pay for care instead of through the public system. 
[43245/19]

22/10/2019WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRP03400Residential Institutions

22/10/2019WRP03500352. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if recommendations from 
a working group convened by his Department to develop specific proposals for a package of 
health and well-being supports for former residents of mother and baby homes were included 
in budget 2020; if so, the supports in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43248/19]

22/10/2019WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My colleague, the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, published the recommendations of the First Report of the Collaborative Forum 
of Former Residents of Mother and Baby Homes on 16 April, 2019. The Report contains 43 
recommendations in total, including 21 health and well-being recommendations.

My Department subsequently established an Interdepartmental Working Group to undertake 
an assessment of the report’s health and well-being related recommendations and to develop 
proposals for a package of health and well-being supports.

The Working Group, which comprises representation from this Department, the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs and the Health Service Executive, has met seven times and 
is currently finalising their report. Once finalised, the financial requirement associated with the 
relevant health and well-being supports identified will be made available from the overall level 
of funding allocated to the health service in 2020.

22/10/2019WRP03700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

22/10/2019WRP03800353. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the supports and 
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programme being provided for a person (details supplied) by CAMHS in County Cavan; the 
additional supports that can be made available in this case; if same will be expedited; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43251/19]

22/10/2019WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRP04000Autism Awareness

22/10/2019WRP04100354. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding funding for the autism awareness plan (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43253/19]

22/10/2019WRP04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment and the Health Service Executive (HSE) acknowledge that services for children with dis-
abilities, including Autism need to be improved and organised more effectively. Following the 
publication of the Review of the Irish Health Services for Individuals with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder in December 2018, Minister for Health, Simon Harris asked the HSE to commence the 
implementation of the recommendations in the review including an Autism Plan to be published 
in 2019. The recommendations of this review were informed by consultation with and through 
submissions from parents and services users as well as clinicians working in services for people 
with Autism. 

€2 million was secured in Budget 2020 for the Autism Plan. One part of this plan is the de-
velopment of an awareness raising campaign that can provide a better information resource for 
children and parents about what supports are available. This campaign will also assist in creat-
ing awareness of the challenges, needs and experiences of people with autism. 

Another significant part of the Autism Plan is to build capacity and competence among key 
professionals working in services for people with Autism. This includes a national training 
programme for clinicians and the implementation of a tiered model of assessment in order to 
improve access to and responses by services for those with Autism.

I want to emphasise that the primary objective of investing in an Autism Plan is to improve 
services for people with Autism and their families

As well as the €2 million announced for the Autism Plan, significant investment in services 
was announced in Budget 2019 with funding for 100 new therapy posts secured for children’s 
disability services. 44 of these posts are now in place and the HSE committed to filling all posts 
by the end of 2019. 

These posts while not meeting all needs, will have a significant positive impact on wait-
ing times for access to vital therapy services over the course of next year and help to drive the 
implementation of the Progressing Disabilities Services for Children and Young People Pro-
gramme.

22/10/2019WRP04300National Children’s Hospital Administration

22/10/2019WRP04400355. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the percent for art budget 
amount that was included in the overall capital budget estimate for the new national children’s 
hospital; if art works have been commissioned in respect of the site; the way in which it is pro-
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posed to select the arts medium which will be chosen; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43255/19]

22/10/2019WRP04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital.  I have referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

22/10/2019WRP04600National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

22/10/2019WRP04700356. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the current estimate of the cost 
of the children’s research and innovation centre in the new national children’s hospital project. 
[43282/19]

22/10/2019WRP04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital.  I have referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

22/10/2019WRP04900National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

22/10/2019WRP05000357. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the current estimate of the cost 
of information and communication technology in the new national children’s hospital project. 
[43283/19]

22/10/2019WRP05100359. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the current estimate of the cost 
of the electronic healthcare record in the new national children’s hospital project. [43285/19]

22/10/2019WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 357 and 
359 together.

The implementation of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and the Elec-
tronic Health Record into the new children’s hospital supports my Department’s eHealth strat-
egy and commitments under the Sláintecare Action Plan.

The estimate for ICT in the new national children’s hospital is €149 million, based on mar-
ket soundings.  The estimated ICT costs incorporate the requirements for clinical and non-
clinical ICT such as ICT infrastructure, corporate systems and integration.  This also includes 
the costs of an Electronic Health Record, which will be procured separately. 

Government approval was given in July 2019 for the initiation of the procurement process 
for an Electronic Health Record in the new national children’s hospital and that procurement 
process has commenced.  Therefore estimated costs are commercially sensitive.

22/10/2019WRP05300National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

22/10/2019WRP05400358. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the current estimate of the cost 
of the children’s hospital integration programme in the new national children’s hospital project. 
[43284/19]

22/10/2019WRP05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The overall programme to deliver the new 
children’s hospital also entails a complex integration of the existing hospitals, the opening of the 
Outpatient and Urgent Care Centres and the transfer of services to the new hospital facilities in 
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due course while maintaining existing services, patient safety and quality at three existing sites 
represent a highly complex project in its own right. A major programme of work is underway 
focused on transformative service change to merge three separate hospitals while maintaining 
existing services, patient safety and quality at three existing sites. The recent establishment of 
Children’s Health Ireland provides the strengthened governance structure required to continue 
the service reorganisation, including staff deployment, oversee the complex work of integration 
and transition to the new facilities and run the hospital and outpatient and urgent care centres 
when they are built. 

The Children’s Hospital Integration Programme resource requirements from 2016 to 2023 
are estimated at a cumulative €86m revenue including VAT over the period. These costs were 
included in the overall cost approved by Government in December 2018 and relate to the re-
sources required for corporate and clinical integration, merger of three hospitals, standardisa-
tion of clinical processes, clinical support, non-clinical and corporate process, commissioning, 
transitioning and decommissioning of existing sites and user engagement to support the capital 
project. 

  Question No. 359 answered with Question No. 357.

22/10/2019WRP05700Primary Care Centres Provision

22/10/2019WRP05800360. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of a 
primary care centre in Arklow, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43288/19]

22/10/2019WRP05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRP06000National Treatment Purchase Fund Waiting Times

22/10/2019WRP06100361. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the month-
ly adjustments to the National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, waiting list figures published 
for 2019 which are due to the validation process; the reasons persons were taken off the differ-
ent lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43292/19]

22/10/2019WRP06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good practice around the management of 
hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation of waiting lists. 

Validation is the process whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists 
at pre-planned intervals during the year to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and 
available to attend a hospital appointment or wish to be removed. 

Importantly, the validation process allows for situations where, if requested by the GP/refer-
ring clinician, patients can be reinstated back to their original place on to the Waiting List.

For a number of years validation was conducted at individual hospital level in Ireland but 
last year, I approved the establishment of the National Centralised Validation Unit (NCVU) 
within the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF). The new office delivers a standardisa-
tion of approach to validation across all waiting lists in line with the best patient-centred prac-
tices. The validation of waiting lists better informs the true demand for hospital services and 
enables improved efficiency and patient scheduling.
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The NCVU commenced issuing waiting list validation correspondence on the 2nd Novem-
ber 2018. The core aim of the Validation Unit is to write to all patients waiting more than 6 
months for hospital operations and procedures and all patients waiting more than 6 months for 
an outpatient appointment. 

The NCVU advise that as of 27th September 2019, they had completed 124 validation 
cycles, across 35 hospitals, resulting in 193,092 patients being contacted and 33,720 patients 
being removed from the Inpatient/Day Case and Outpatient waiting lists.

A report on patients’ reasons for requesting a removal from the Inpatient Waiting lists during 
administrative validation is being finalised by the Department of Health Research Unit and will 
be published on the Department’s website in November. 

22/10/2019WRP06300Hospital Deaths

22/10/2019WRP06400362. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the inquiry into 
the death of an unborn child at the National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street, following a mis-
diagnosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43301/19]

22/10/2019WRP06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the House will be aware, a termination 
took place at the National Maternity Hospital in March of this year on the grounds that a condi-
tion incompatible with life was present. The couple involved have requested a review of their 
case.  

My overriding concern as Minister for Health is for the couple involved and ensuring their 
questions are appropriately answered. I support an independent and external review into this 
case. I have been advised that the National Maternity Hospital has commissioned a review of 
this case. I have also met with the family to hear directly of their experiences.

22/10/2019WRP06600Maternity Services Provision

22/10/2019WRP06700363. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of calls and repeat 
calls to the HSE MyOptions helpline; the number of staff who operate the service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43302/19]

22/10/2019WRP06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for a 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRP06900Hospital Staff Data

22/10/2019WRP07000364. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of prenatal genetic 
diagnosis medical professionals operating within public and voluntary hospitals; if he is satis-
fied that all such personnel are suitably qualified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43303/19]

22/10/2019WRP07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.
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22/10/2019WRQ00200Maternity Services

22/10/2019WRQ00300365. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a prenatal genetic misdiagnosis case that occurred at the Rotunda Hospital (details supplied); 
if other such cases have occurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43304/19]

22/10/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRQ00500Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRQ00600366. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the consultancy service pro-
viders engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs associated 
with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43316/19]

22/10/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A list of the contractors engaged by my 
Department during the period of 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019 under the A7 consultancy 
services subhead is in the following table. It is the policy in my Department only to engage the 
services of external consultants where highly specialised skills are not available within the De-
partment and when such an approach is felt to be more appropriate and cost-effective.

2018

Consultant Brief description Value including VAT €
Mazars Independent re-evaluation of 

the shared NI/ROI Congeni-
tal Heart Disease Network

 9,908 

Q4 PR In relation to the launch of 
Sláintecare Reform Pro-
gramme

 34,526 

Morrow Gilchrist & Associ-
ates

Review of A Vision for 
Change  

71,094 

Ernst and Young Independent Expert Review 
of Delayed Discharges 2018

 71,955 

Mazars Investigation of a Protected 
Disclosure

 16,043 

Centre for Effective Services National Patient Safety Of-
fice Training Programme

 24,850 

Royal College of Physicians 
of Ireland & Irish College of 
General Practitioners

Development of clinical 
guidelines for termination of 
pregnancy

 230,000 

Grant Thornton Development of a strategic 
plan for National Healthy 
Cities and Counties Network 

 17,909 

Mazars Support GDPR Compliance 
in the Department

73,346 

University College Cork Research to inform guidance 
in relation to Patient Safety 
Bill

87,484
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Consultant Brief description Value including VAT €
Ms. Eithne Fitzgerald Policy analysis expertise and 

advisory services on a range 
of disability related issues.

72,000

22/10/2019WRQ00800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRQ00900367. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the details of each value for 
money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; 
the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43333/19]

22/10/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
contained in the following table:

Name Details Cost 
Oversight group to review 
mental health policy, A Vi-
sion for Change.   

To review the existing men-
tal health policy document, 
a Vision for Change.   The 
oversight group compris-
ing officials from the De-
partment, the HSE and the 
voluntary sector was estab-
lished in 2017.    

€20,000, includes an exter-
nal review, research costs 
and anticipated publishing   
costs.   

Policy review of Sexual 
Health Treatment Units 
(SATUs).   

The purpose of the Review 
was to examine how policy 
in relation to SATUs   was 
working in practice. The 
review was carried out by 
Department officials.    

No cost   

Mid-term review of the Na-
tional Dementia Strategy.   

The work was conducted by 
the HSE’s National Demen-
tia Office.    

€4,664. 

Regulatory Impact Analysis 
of the Patient Safety (Li-
censing) Bill   

A cost benefit analysis was 
produced by Indecon in 
2018.   

€51,448. 



Questions - Written Answers

158

Name Details Cost 
Nursing Home Care Costs - 
A comparison of private and 
public nursing home   care 
costs   

The Department is currently 
carrying out this value for 
money review. The   purpose 
of this review is to identify, 
quantify and analyse the 
reasons for any cost differ-
ential, and following analy-
sis, to make recommenda-
tions for   improving the 
value for money obtained 
by the Health sector.  The 
first meeting of the VFM 
Steering Committee was 
held in May 2018 and the 
final report is expected to be 
finalised by the end of this 
year.   

No costs in 2018   

22/10/2019WRQ01100Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2019WRQ01200368. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health his views on hospitals working out-
side the preferred methods of validating their waiting lists as outlined in the national waiting list 
management protocol, such as issuing letters to patients less than three months on the waiting 
list and giving them less than four weeks to reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43340/19]

22/10/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good practice around the management of 
hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation. Validation is the process whereby hos-
pital administration contacts patients on waiting lists at pre-planned intervals during the year to 
ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital appointment 
or wish to be removed. 

In this context, the National Inpatient/Daycase Planned Procedure Waiting List Manage-
ment Protocol sets out the national protocols for the management of waiting lists including 
validation and clinical suspensions.

The purpose of Validation is to: 

-  Maintain hospital-patient communication during the patient’s waiting list journey; 

-  Update the patient record; 

-  Reduce the rate of patient non-attendance and/or patient cancellations; and

-  Provide clean, accurate, up to date waiting list data which reflects the true demand for 
hospital services. 

Administrative validation is the process whereby hospital administration contacts patients 
on inpatient and day case waiting lists at pre-planned intervals during the year to ensure that 
patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital appointment or wish to 
be removed. When a patient is removed from a waiting list due to non-response to a written 
validation cycle, notification must be sent to the referring clinician and the patient. Importantly, 
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the validation process allows for situations where, if requested by the GP/referring clinician, 
patients can be reinstated back to their original place on to the Waiting List.

For a number of years validation was conducted at individual hospital level in Ireland but 
last year, I approved the establishment of the National Centralised Validation Unit (NCVU) 
within the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF). The new office delivers a standardisa-
tion of approach to validation across all waiting lists in line with the best patient-centred prac-
tices. The validation of waiting lists better informs the true demand for hospital services and 
enables improved efficiency and patient scheduling.

The NCVU commenced issuing waiting list validation correspondence on the 2nd Novem-
ber 2018. The core aim of the Validation Unit is to write to all patients waiting more than 6 
months for hospital operations and procedures and all patients waiting more than 6 months for 
an outpatient appointment. 

The NCVU advise that as of 27th September 2019, they had completed 124 validation 
cycles, across 35 hospitals, resulting in 193,092 patients being contacted and 33,720 patients 
being removed from the Inpatient/Day Case and Outpatient waiting lists.

A report on patients’ reasons for requesting a removal from the Inpatient Waiting lists during 
administrative validation is being finalised by the Department of Health Research Unit and will 
be published on the Department’s website in November. 

22/10/2019WRQ01400Assisted Animal Reproduction

22/10/2019WRQ01500369. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if an analysis or interdepart-
mental analysis on the implications of introducing regulations governing posthumous reproduc-
tion as provided for in the Joint Committee on Health Report on Pre-Legislative Scrutiny of the 
General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill has been conducted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43347/19]

22/10/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be  aware, in October 
2017, the Government approved the drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) 
and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Hu-
man Reproduction Bill.  The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health published the report of its 
review of the General Scheme on 11 July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, 
which began in January 2018.  The Committee makes 11 main recommendations, which in-
clude proposals both related to broad policy objectives and more technical amendments. 

Posthumous assisted reproduction (PAR) refers to the use of a person’s gametes, or an em-
bryo created with his or her gametes in AHR treatment, after he or she has died.  Part 4 of the 
General Scheme contains provisions relating to PAR. Under Head 24, a surviving spouse, civil 
partner, or cohabitant of a deceased person may engage in PAR, subject to certain conditions, 
only where the deceased had previously consented to PAR.  

The recommendations in the Committee’s report, including those made in relation to PAR, 
are being considered during the ongoing process of drafting this Bill in conjunction with the 
Office of the Attorney General.  This process also involves discussions with officials from other 
Departments on relevant Parts of the General Scheme. 

22/10/2019WRQ01700Health Services
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22/10/2019WRQ01800370. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the cost of compartmen-
talised medication trays are covered under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43349/19]

22/10/2019WRQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRQ02000Disability Services Data

22/10/2019WRQ02100371. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
the 100 whole-time equivalent therapists promised for disability services in the 2019 HSE ser-
vice plan employed as of 15 October 2019. [43350/19]

22/10/2019WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRQ02300Dental Services Provision

22/10/2019WRQ02400372. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 140 of 3 October 2019, the reason periodontology is not recognised as a dental special-
ity by the Dental Council of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43351/19]

22/10/2019WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Two specialties in dentistry are recognised 
for specialist registration under the Dentists Act 1985  i.e. Oral Surgery and Orthodontics. This 
is in line with the majority of EU countries. 

The determination of  specialties  to be recognised for the purpose of specialist registration 
is ultimately a matter for the Minister for Health in line with the provisions of the Dentists Act 
1985. Training in periodontology is provided in Ireland and the Dental Council has arrange-
ments in place for formal oversight of such training programmes so that highly skilled person-
nel are trained and available.

Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy which was published in April 2019, 
will support the provision of all levels of care, by appropriate oral healthcare professionals in 
the most suitable settings. The initial focus is on primary care, where the majority of care takes 
place. The need for support for primary care from appropriately skilled personnel in advanced 
oral healthcare centres is recognised and is an integral part of the Policy.  This will include the 
provision of secondary and tertiary periodontal care that cannot be provided by primary oral 
healthcare professionals. 

An assessment of the workforce and skills required for the provision of the full range of oral 
healthcare will be  part of the Policy implementation. The question of recognition and registra-
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tion of any additional specialties will, I expect, be considered in this context.

22/10/2019WRQ02600Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

22/10/2019WRQ02700373. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason autoimmune 
hepatitis is not listed under the long-term illness scheme; his views on whether it is a long-term 
illness that requires consistent management and impacts on health; if he will consider including 
it in on the eligibility qualifications under the long term illness scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43352/19]

22/10/2019WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as 
part of a review of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under 
commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations. 

22/10/2019WRQ02900Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRQ03000374. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if the way in which funding for 
transport to and from hospitals is allocated and used will be examined and clarified; his views 
on the fact that wheelchair users have particular difficulties in accessing day services if funding 
for transport is limited such as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43353/19]

22/10/2019WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The National 
Ambulance Service manages emergency and intermediate care services. The budget for the 
non-emergency patient transport was distributed to individual service providers (Hospitals and 
CHOs) some years ago, on the basis that they are the service provider and not the NAS.  
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Therefore responsibility for determining if non-emergency patient transport is to be pro-
vided, and the cost of that transport, rests with the local service provider, that is the hospital or 
CHO.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRQ03200Hospital Waiting Lists

22/10/2019WRQ03300375. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43359/19]

22/10/2019WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRQ03500Health Services Funding

22/10/2019WRQ03600376. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he has evaluated the costings 
provided in the Sláintecare report; the estimated full year cost of the Sláintecare recommenda-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43360/19]

22/10/2019WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As committed to in the Action Plan for 2019, 
Sláintecare has developed proposals for multi-annual capital and current funding, including a 
transition fund, to support health care reform. Following Budget 2020, the Sláintecare Pro-
gramme Implementation Office have been resourced with a total of €45.5 million in 2020 (with 
an additional €50 million in 2021) in order to progress the resourcing of enhanced community 
care under the capacity planning framework, and in supporting care redesign initiatives.

There is a commitment to provide €10 million in 2020, with a further committed total of €60 
million in 2021, to support the development of enhanced community care that will effect a shift 
in care from the acute sector to the community. The additional full-year funding will provide 
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for up to 1,000 therapists, nurses, dementia advisors and other professionals in the community. 
There will be also be resources of €12 million to support care redesign initiatives, along with 
the existing €23.5 million provided to the SPIO in 2019.

22/10/2019WRQ03800Health Services

22/10/2019WRQ03900377. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) did not receive social classes with an organisation. [43374/19]

22/10/2019WRQ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRQ04100Hospital Accommodation Provision

22/10/2019WRQ04200378. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health when Mayo University Hospi-
tal will receive a modular unit for the emergency department with 12 to 20 beds (details sup-
plied). [43377/19]

22/10/2019WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive’s National 
Capital & Property Steering Group is currently considering an application for capital develop-
ments at the Emergency Department, the Medical Assessment Unit and additional bed capacity 
at Mayo University Hospital. The HSE has informed the Department that further information 
has been requested by the Steering Group in relation to this application.

The proposal for additional bed capacity has been included in the HSE Capital Plan 2019-
2021 and it is anticipated that the ED development will be undertaken as part of this project. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline can be established.

The 2019 bed capacity programme include plans for 10 additional beds in Mayo University 
Hospital, to be prepared during 2019, with a view to bringing this extra capacity into operation 
early in 2020.

22/10/2019WRQ04400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

22/10/2019WRQ04500379. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for an outpatient appointment in Mayo University Hospital; and the length of time each has 
been waiting, in tabular form. [43378/19]

22/10/2019WRQ04600380. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in Coun-
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ty Mayo waiting for an outpatient appointment in CHO 2; the facility they are waiting to receive 
the appointment; the length of time they have been waiting; and the procedure they are waiting 
for, that is, hip replacement, knee replacement and so on in tabular form [43379/19]

22/10/2019WRQ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 379 and 
380 together.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. In this regard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for 
hospital appointments and procedures. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. 

My Department is working with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund to de-
velop the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2020. The National Service Plan 2020 will set out HSE 
planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system 
to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a particular 
focus on hospital outpatient services. 

In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with 
the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals for the remainder of this year and for 2020. 

The information requested by the deputy is outlined in the following tables. The NTPF 
advise that they do not collect Outpatient data by procedure. However, they have provided this 
data by specialty.

Mayo University Hospital Outpatient Waiting List - September 2019

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-22_pq379_en.docx

22/10/2019WRQ04900Hospital Staff Recruitment

22/10/2019WRQ05000381. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the posts at Mayo University 
Hospital that have been offered to applicants but are awaiting a start date. [43380/19]

22/10/2019WRQ05100382. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the vacancies across all depart-
ments in Mayo University Hospital; the length of time the posts have been vacant; the status of 
the vacant posts; and when they will be filled, in tabular form. [43381/19]

22/10/2019WRQ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 381 and 
382 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

22/10/2019WRQ05400Hospitals Data
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22/10/2019WRQ05500383. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the budget for Mayo University 
Hospital for 2019; the overrun in the budget to date; and the estimated overrun by the end of 
2019. [43382/19]

22/10/2019WRQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

22/10/2019WRQ05700Hospitals Data

22/10/2019WRQ05800384. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the budget allocated to Mayo 
University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2019. [43383/19]

22/10/2019WRQ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRQ06000Mental Health Services Expenditure

22/10/2019WRQ06100385. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the over-
all health budget spent in County Mayo on mental health in each of the years 2016 to 2019. 
[43384/19]

22/10/2019WRQ06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRQ06300Mental Health Services Expenditure

22/10/2019WRQ06400386. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE 
on mental health services in County Mayo in each of the years 2016 to 2019; the locations in 
which it has been spent; and the organisations in this regard. [43385/19]

22/10/2019WRQ06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRQ06600Occupational Therapy Data

22/10/2019WRQ06700387. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of children in Coun-
ty Mayo waiting for occupational therapy, physiotherapy and speech and language therapy; and 
the length of time they have been waiting, in tabular form. [43386/19]

22/10/2019WRQ06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRQ06900Hospital Investigations

22/10/2019WRQ07000388. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
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to an investigation of deaths involving CPE in Limerick University Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43391/19]

22/10/2019WRQ07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I were kept informed of 
an external review commissioned in 2017 by University of Limerick Hospitals Group (ULHG), 
regarding patients with CPE and concerns regarding whether CPE was a factor in the deaths of 
a number of these patients. An internal review was also conducted. The final report, ‘Report on 
the death of patients in whom CPE had been detected’, combines the two review findings and 
was published in October 2018. 

I am aware that the final Report was produced on foot of concerns raised under Protected 
Disclosures procedures and also concern by ULHG about the increase in detection of CPE in 
UHL in recent years. 

I note that the Report found that out of a final group of 73 patients in which CPE was de-
tected from February 2009 to May 2017, 8 patient deaths were identified in whom CPE was 
considered to be a contributory factor. The conclusion of the external review, however, which 
ULHG has accepted, was that no deaths were a direct result of CPE acquisition. All 8 patients 
had serious underlying diseases and co-morbidity factors. In addition, of the remaining 65 de-
ceased patients, the external reviewer concluded that CPE was found not to have been an as-
sociative factor in their deaths. This is an important finding and will inform the work already 
ongoing in my Department and the HSE to tackle healthcare associated infections and antimi-
crobial resistance (HCAI/AMR). 

The Deputy will be aware that since the first outbreak of CPE in a group of patients at UHL 
in 2011, the Hospital Group has been active in screening for CPE. ULHG have advised that 
they limited its spread within the hospital through enhanced ‘cohorting’ or isolating of patients 
known to be carriers of or those infected with this bacteria. Screening protocols have been in 
place at UHL for a number of years and indeed have been used as a template for the develop-
ment of the national screening policy for CPE, published in February 2018. Measures taken by 
the ULHG over the past three years include the refurbishment of an inpatient ward at UHL to 
facilitate an Infection Prevention and Control (IP&C) isolation ward; a second ward at UHL 
has also been refurbished. The new Emergency Department which opened at UHL in May 2017 
was designed with IP&C in mind and has facilitated the management of relevant patients in 
en-suite isolation rooms. 

My Department has provided funding to expand the HSE HCAI/AMR National Team to 
progress work on HCAIs/AMR across the HSE, including Hospital Groups and Community 
Healthcare Organisations. My Department has also provided funding for additional capacity in 
IP&C and laboratory services. This includes new posts for University Hospital Limerick. 

I have been previously assured that ULHG have measures in place to appropriately support 
and manage patient care needs in line with national and international best practice. 

The challenges of CPE are not unique to UHL. In October 2017, I convened the National 
Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) as a result of the activation of the Public Health 
Emergency Plan, as a public health response to CPE in Ireland. 

My Department and the HSE will continue to work closely together on this important issue. 
This is also in line with the priorities identified under Ireland’s National Action Plan on Antimi-
crobial Resistance 2017-2020. 

As part of the enhanced surveillance of CPE established via the National Public Health 
Emergency Team, the HPSC now publishes a monthly CPE surveillance report. This surveil-
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lance report includes national data on rates of CPE infection and colonisation as well as data 
on outbreaks, screening and other related information. The information is available for all hos-
pitals including UHL. Data are available from December 2017 and all reports are available on 
the HPSC’s website hpsc.ie.

  Question No. 389 answered with Question No. 279.

22/10/2019WRR00200Hospitals Capital Programme

22/10/2019WRR00300390. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the capital works pro-
grammes planned for Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9 for the remainder of 2019 and 2020; the esti-
mated cost of each project; and when works on each capital project will commence. [43401/19]

22/10/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the public healthcare facilities and infrastructure projects, I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

22/10/2019WRR00500Health Care Infrastructure Provision

22/10/2019WRR00600391. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the policies and procedures in place 
and adopted regarding tendering and awarding of contracts of service in terms of minor con-
struction, mechanical and electrical projects, including technical services for maintenance and 
minor capital projects, at both Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, and the Louth County 
Hospital, Dundalk; if he will provide a list of each such contracts, that is, contracts of service in 
terms of minor construction, mechanical and electrical projects including technical services for 
maintenance and minor capital projects at both hospitals in each of the years 2013 to 2018 and 
to date in 2019; the names of the companies to which the contracts were awarded; the value of 
each contract in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43411/19]

22/10/2019WRR00700394. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
concerns regarding tendering or the awarding of contracts of contracts at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda. [43414/19]

22/10/2019WRR00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 391 and 
394 together.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

22/10/2019WRR00900Hospital Staff Data

22/10/2019WRR01000392. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time posts, that 
is, permanent whole-time equivalent, at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, and Louth 
County Hospital, Dundalk within the maintenance and technical services department; the num-
ber and nature, that is, description of the roles and grades, groups and categories of these po-
sitions from January 2013 to October 2019; the cost of each position filled by contract and 
agency for both hospitals in tabular form; if it is policy at both hospitals to outsource contracts 
for labour and services rather than retain in-house positions and by means of upskilling existing 
staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43412/19]
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22/10/2019WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRR01200Hospital Facilities

22/10/2019WRR01300393. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the process deployed on the deci-
sion to outsource the work of the laundry service located at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda; the number of meetings that took place between staff and or their representatives 
and management as part of this process; the agreements made between both parties before and 
in the intervening period; the details of outstanding issues regarding the closure of the service 
to staff and or other services within the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43413/19]

22/10/2019WRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

  Question No. 394 answered with Question No. 391.

22/10/2019WRR01600Hospital Staff

22/10/2019WRR01700395. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the nature and context of the current 
dispute at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, between craft workers in the maintenance 
and technical services department and management over the provision of tools; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43415/19]

22/10/2019WRR01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRR01900Mental Health Services Funding

22/10/2019WRR02000396. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the details of the extra amount 
given to mental health services in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43423/19]

22/10/2019WRR02100398. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the extra amount to be allocated to 
mental health services in 2020 which is for new services [43426/19]

22/10/2019WRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 396 and 398 together.

HSE Mental Health services will receive €1.026 billion in funding in 2020, an increase of 
€315m since 2012, and an increase of €39m over 2019.

The additional €39m increase to the Mental Health Services budget includes €13m for the 
continued rollout of new developments in 2020. The nature of these will be determined in dis-
cussions on the 2020 National Service Plan between the Department of Health and the HSE. It 
is expected, however, that priority will be given to the development of the new National Foren-
sic hospital in Portrane and progression of the refreshed ‘A Vision for Change’, Ireland’s na-
tional mental health policy. The refresh will provide a way forward  for mental health services 
for the next decade. In addition to the above, €12m from 2019 new developments will also be 
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available to fund these developments as it will not be spent on an ongoing basis in 2019.

Additionally, €26m has been allocated for other costs, including pay, which will be used to 
maintain funding and enhance existing services. This includes CAMHs, where we have reduced 
the waiting list by around 500 since December 2018 to around 2,000 today. In addition, work 
will continue on mental health Clinical Programmes, such as those on eating disorders and 
ADHD, service upgrades, improving 7-days-a-week access, Counselling in Primary Care and 
services and progressing e-mental health initiatives.

22/10/2019WRR02300Home Help Service

22/10/2019WRR02400397. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding home help; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43425/19]

22/10/2019WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

  Question No. 398 answered with Question No. 396.

22/10/2019WRR02700Mental Health Services Expenditure

22/10/2019WRR02800399. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if there was finding unspent from 
2019 in the mental health services; if so, the amount; and the location in which this funding was 
provided. [43427/19]

22/10/2019WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Budget 2019 provid-
ed an additional €55m for mental health services. €33m has been drawn down, while a further 
€10m is awaiting sanction. 

The management of the remaining €12m funding for 2019 will be agreed with the HSE in 
the coming weeks.

22/10/2019WRR03000Hospital Transfers

22/10/2019WRR03100400. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a patient (details supplied) 
at University Hospital Kerry can expect to be brought to Cork University Hospital to have a 
pacemaker fitted. [43429/19]

22/10/2019WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRR03300Disabilities Assessments

22/10/2019WRR03400401. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the file of a person (details 
supplied) can be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43437/19]

22/10/2019WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRR03600Respite Care Services Data

22/10/2019WRR03700402. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number and location of 
respite care beds available for elderly persons in County Kildare; the number available in each 
of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019 and predicted beds in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43438/19]

22/10/2019WRR03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/10/2019WRR03900Hospital Facilities

22/10/2019WRR04000403. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to provide 
a second CT scanner for University Hospital Limerick which would alleviate some of the 
overcrowding in the emergency department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43443/19]

22/10/2019WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRR04200Health Services Provision

22/10/2019WRR04300404. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 244 of 8 October 2019, if patients in need of an upright scan will be allowed to 
reclaim the full cost of treatment in the UK which is not recoverable under either the treatment 
abroad scheme or cross border directive in view of the fact that the only available scanner is in 
a private clinic in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43444/19]

22/10/2019WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the provision of specific services in the 



22 October 2019

171

acute hospital setting are an operational matter for the HSE, I have asked the HSE to consider 
the matter raised by the Deputy and to respond to him directly. 

22/10/2019WRR04500Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRR04600405. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the way in which the budget for 
the recently announced €2 million autism awareness plan will be spent; if there will be a reduc-
tion in the budget for autism services due to the awareness plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43473/19]

22/10/2019WRR04700406. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the school age team for the 
Dublin 15 area is without an occupational therapist, physiotherapist, social worker or access to 
psychiatry; if so, the steps being taken to address the shortages; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43474/19]

22/10/2019WRR04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 405 and 406 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRR05000Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRR05100407. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the way in which he and the 
HSE plans to provide the appropriate support and services to ASD units which will open in a 
number of schools in Dublin 15 in the coming months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43475/19]

22/10/2019WRR05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRR05300HSE Expenditure

22/10/2019WRR05400408. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the HSE gross hospital expendi-
ture on drugs and medicines between 2015 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [43486/19]

22/10/2019WRR05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRR05600Respite Care Services Provision

22/10/2019WRR05700409. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when respite care will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43488/19]

22/10/2019WRR05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRR05900Primary Care Centres Provision

22/10/2019WRR06000410. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 396 of 19 February 2019, when the HSE will apply for an extension of duration of permis-
sion on the planning that was granted. [43492/19]

22/10/2019WRR06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is responsible 
for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects. The HSE has advised 
that an application for the extension of the planning permission in respect of the Primary Care 
Centre on Curlew Road, Drimnagh has been lodged with Dublin City Council and the outcome 
is awaited. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

22/10/2019WRR06200Home Care Packages

22/10/2019WRR06300411. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason information (details sup-
plied) is on the HSE website under the homecare section. [43502/19]

22/10/2019WRR06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRR06500Services for People with Disabilities
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22/10/2019WRR06600412. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
roll-out of personalised budgeting for persons with a disability; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43503/19]

22/10/2019WRR06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRR06800National Maternity Hospital Administration

22/10/2019WRR06900413. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the status of the governance 
discussions based on the Mulvey report of the National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street when 
it transfers to the St. Vincent’s hospital site; the areas that will be covered outside the Mulvey 
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43505/19]

22/10/2019WRR07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The governance arrangements for the new 
National Maternity Hospital on the St Vincent’s University Hospital campus will be based on 
the provisions of the Mulvey Agreement. The Mulvey Agreement, which was an agreement be-
tween the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) and the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG), 
was finalised in November 2016 following extensive mediation discussions.

The terms of the Mulvey Agreement provide for the establishment of a new company - Na-
tional Maternity Hospital at Elm Park DAC- which will have clinical and operational, as well as 
financial and budgetary independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal 
services.

In line with the Mulvey Agreement, the Board of the National Maternity Hospital at Elm 
Park DAC will comprise 9 directors; 4 nominated by SVHG, 4 by NMH, and 1 will be an in-
ternational expert in obstetrics and gynaecology. Given the level of State investment, I have 
sought, and received, the agreement of both the NMH and SVHG that the Board of the new 
NMH DAC will be competency-based and will include a Public Interest representative. 

The SVHG has confirmed the process by which the Religious Sisters of Charity will with-
draw from the Group and transfer their shareholding to a new company St Vincent’s Holdings 
CLG. The Sisters have of course, already resigned from the Group’s Board.  I am advised 
that Revenue has approved the proposed revisions to the constitution of SVHG and the Group 
continues to engage with the Charities Regulator in relation to the constitution of St Vincent’s 
Holdings CLG.  

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department is engaging with the SVHG, the NMH and the 
HSE in relation to the legal framework which will be put in place to protect the State’s signifi-
cant investment in the new hospital. The overall framework being put in place will unequivo-
cally copper-fasten the principle that patient care in the new hospital will be delivered without 
religious, ethnic or other distinction and that any medical procedure which is in accordance 
with the laws of the land will be carried out there. 
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22/10/2019WRR07100National Maternity Hospital Administration

22/10/2019WRR07200414. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way in which he plans to 
protect the significant investment of the State in the new maternity hospital on the St. Vincent’s 
hospital site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43506/19]

22/10/2019WRR07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, following the 
finalisation of the Mulvey Agreement in November 2016, concerns were raised regarding the 
need to protect the State’s significant investment in the new hospital, in circumstances where 
the new hospital will be built on a voluntary hospital campus.  In that context, considerable 
work has been undertaken to develop a legal framework that ensures that the new hospital will 
remain in State ownership. 

My Department continues to engage with the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group, the National 
Maternity Hospital and the HSE to develop a legal framework to protect the State’s significant 
investment in the new hospital.  The St Vincent’s Healthcare Group has agreed in principle to 
provide the State with a 99-year lease of the land upon which the new maternity hospital will 
be built, and this will allow the State to retain ownership of the new facility. The State will, in 
turn, provide an Operating Licence to the NMH DAC and the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group to 
enable the provision of health services in the newly constructed building.  

The overall framework being put in place will unequivocally copper-fasten the principle 
that patient care in the new hospital will be delivered without religious, ethnic or other distinc-
tion and that any medical procedure which is in accordance with the laws of the land will be 
carried out there.

22/10/2019WRS00200Health Services Funding

22/10/2019WRS00300415. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the State has invested either 
in capital or current funding in a clinic (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43507/19]

22/10/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has not provided any direct 
funding to the clinic in question.  The Deputy will be aware that funding for public health ser-
vices is generally channelled through the HSE.  As such, this query has been referred to the HSE 
for attention and direct reply.

22/10/2019WRS00500Hospital Appointments Status

22/10/2019WRS00600416. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting so long for a cataract operation at the Mater hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43511/19]

22/10/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS00800Hospital Appointments Status

22/10/2019WRS00900417. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [43514/19]

22/10/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS01100Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

22/10/2019WRS01200418. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if the €1.5 million funding re-
quired for core funding and rehabilitation services provided by an organisation (details sup-
plied) will be allocated. [43515/19]

22/10/2019WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish a plan for advancing 
neuro-rehabilitation services in the community.

The Health Service Executive recently published its implementation framework in respect 
of the recommendations of the National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Reha-
bilitation Services in Ireland 2011-2015. This was the culmination of the work of the National 
Steering Group established in 2017, which included representation from stakeholder groups 
including the Neurological Alliance of Ireland. 

The focus of the Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy is on achieving best outcomes for people, by 
providing safe, high quality, person-centred care at the lowest appropriate level of complexity. 
This must be integrated across the care pathway and provided as close to home as possible or in 
specialist centres, where necessary.

The framework will guide the reconfiguration and development of neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level, through a 10-step Framework.  It proposes 
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the formation of Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one 
demonstration MCRN suggested as the first step. The ultimate goal of this approach is to put in 
place a national framework of acute, inpatient and specialist community services.

The Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Network (MCRN) model acknowledges that different 
service users need different input and different levels of expertise and specialisation at different 
stages in their rehabilitation journey. The critical point of this model is that, although service 
users may need to access different services as they progress, the transition between services 
should be facilitated by appropriate communication and sharing of information between ser-
vices so that they progress in a seamless continuum of care through the different stages:

-  Acute hospital; 

-  Complex specialist rehabilitation services; 

-  Post-acute specialist inpatient rehabilitation services;

-  Community based specialist rehabilitation services;

-  Primary care; and 

-  Voluntary organisations.

This National Implementation Framework is evidence-based and informed by population 
needs. It addresses the continuum of care for those in need of neurological rehabilitation ser-
vices. It describes the requirement for a whole system approach and provides the blueprint for 
how we should deliver care and services for those who suffer from neurological conditions who 
require individualised, goal focused rehabilitation

The implementation framework covers an initial period from 2019 into 2021. However, it 
is recognised that continued investment in and development of neuro-rehabilitation services 
will need to be prioritised beyond the three-year implementation period of this Implementation 
Framework. 

As the Deputy’s question is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRS01400Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

22/10/2019WRS01500419. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if €5 million will be invested to 
fund the start-up, staffing, programme and infrastructural development for a regional rehabilita-
tion centre for an organisation (details supplied). [43516/19]

22/10/2019WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish a plan for advancing 
neuro-rehabilitation services in the community.

The Health Service Executive published its implementation framework in respect of the 
recommendations of the National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland 2011-2015, earlier this year. This was the culmination of the work of the 
National Steering Group established in 2017, which included representation from stakeholder 
groups including the Neurological Alliance of Ireland. 

The focus of the Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy is on achieving best outcomes for people, by 
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providing safe, high quality, person-centred care at the lowest appropriate level of complexity. 
This must be integrated across the care pathway and provided as close to home as possible or in 
specialist centres, where necessary.

The framework will guide the reconfiguration and development of neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level, through a 10-step Framework. It proposes 
the formation of Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one 
demonstration MCRN suggested as the first step. The ultimate goal of this approach is to put in 
place a national framework of acute, inpatient and specialist community services.

The Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Network (MCRN) model acknowledges that different 
service users need different input and different levels of expertise and specialisation at different 
stages in their rehabilitation journey. The critical point of this model is that, although service 
users may need to access different services as they progress, the transition between services 
should be facilitated by appropriate communication and sharing of information between ser-
vices so that they progress in a seamless continuum of care through the different stages:

-  Acute hospital; 

-  Complex specialist rehabilitation services; 

-  Post-acute specialist inpatient rehabilitation services;

-  Community based specialist rehabilitation services;

-  Primary care; and 

-  Voluntary organisations.

This National Implementation Framework is evidence-based and informed by population 
needs. It addresses the continuum of care for those in need of neurological rehabilitation ser-
vices. It describes the requirement for a whole system approach and provides the blueprint for 
how we should deliver care and services for those who suffer from neurological conditions who 
require individualised, goal focused rehabilitation

The implementation framework covers an initial period from 2019 into 2021. However, it 
is recognised that continued investment in and development of neuro-rehabilitation services 
will need to be prioritised beyond the three-year implementation period of this Implementation 
Framework.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly, to the Deputy’s ques-
tion.

22/10/2019WRS01700Hospital Appointments Status

22/10/2019WRS01800420. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have a hip replacement surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43525/19]

22/10/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS02000Health Care Infrastructure Provision

22/10/2019WRS02100421. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the position regarding capital 
spending for a centre (details supplied); if part of a site has been allocated for a proposed new 
build for the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43529/19]

22/10/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

22/10/2019WRS02300Medical Card Eligibility

22/10/2019WRS02400422. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the manner in which prize 
bonds are treated in the means test of capital in the context of the over-70s medical card; if an 
actual or notional return is used; if a notional rate of return is used, the rate in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43551/19]

22/10/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRS02600Hospital Equipment

22/10/2019WRS02700423. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if Cork University Hospital 
has the most up-to-date radiotherapy equipment in place; if there are plans to invest further in 
modern radiotherapy equipment at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43563/19]

22/10/2019WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRS02900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

22/10/2019WRS03000424. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when the changes for farm-
ers are coming into effect in regard to the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43565/19]

22/10/2019WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
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has been approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11th June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon as 
the legislative process is successfully complete. The Department will progress this as quickly 
as possible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it 
passes through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee 
and the Department looks forward to participating in pre-legislative scrutiny in November.

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.

22/10/2019WRS03200Hospital Appointments Status

22/10/2019WRS03300425. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an ENT appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43566/19]

22/10/2019WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS03500Electronic Cigarettes

22/10/2019WRS03600426. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he and his officials have 
discussed the option of removing the definition to vaping on the HSE website in view of the 
fact that it may be encouraging persons to take it up (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43569/19]

22/10/2019WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The definition of vaping on the website of 
the Health Service Executive is factual and correct. The website page which contains this defi-
nition relates to quitting cigarettes and states the following underneath the definition:

E-cigarettes are still fairly new, so we don’t yet know how safe they are or if they help peo-
ple stop smoking. Because of this, we don’t recommend e-cigarettes to help you quit smoking. 

I will very shortly bring a Memorandum to the Government to seek permission to draft law 
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on tobacco control measures including specific measures on e-cigarettes. These specific mea-
sures are: to introduce a licensing system for the sale of tobacco products and nicotine inhaling 
products such as e-cigarettes, to prohibit the sale of tobacco products and nicotine inhaling 
products by those under 18 years and, most importantly,to prohibit the sale of nicotine inhaling 
products to persons under 18 years. 

I would welcome the Deputy’s support for these and the other proposed and very important 
tobacco control measures which I intend to bring forward. 

22/10/2019WRS03800Hospital Appointments Delays

22/10/2019WRS03900427. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason for the long delay 
in providing a bone flap and further medical and or surgical treatments and interventions in the 
case of a person (details supplied); if it is planned to transfer them from St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Kilkenny, to Beaumont Hospital or for rehabilitation to Dún Laoghaire Hospital; if a long-term 
care plan will be expedited for them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43576/19]

22/10/2019WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS04100Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRS04200428. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking to 
respond to the staffing and financial crisis being experienced by a project (details supplied); the 
actions taken to date arising from the transition plan submitted in 2018 from the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43578/19]

22/10/2019WRS04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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22/10/2019WRS04400Services for People with Disabilities

22/10/2019WRS04500429. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to a previous parlia-
mentary question, the long-term care plan for a person (details supplied); the action the HSE 
has taken to date to resolve the issues and difficulties faced by them on a daily basis; if the HSE 
will carry out an audit of their needs in view of the fact that the ten minutes allocated in the 
morning making up a total of one hour is not sufficient; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43579/19]

22/10/2019WRS04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRS04700Community Pharmacy Services

22/10/2019WRS04800430. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the timeline in which he will 
commence discussions with an organisation (details supplied) regarding a new contract to re-
place the previous community pharmacy contractor’s agreement which dates back to 1996; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43591/19]

22/10/2019WRS04900431. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his plans to deliver on recom-
mendations contained in the 2008 Dorgan report which recommends tiered fees index-linked 
to the present day and into the future be paid to community pharmacists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43592/19]

22/10/2019WRS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 430 and 
431 together.

I value the role pharmacists play in the Irish health service. As you are aware, the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government and the Sláintecare implementation strategy contain 
commitments to expanding the role of community pharmacy in managing patient health in the 
community.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including 
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, on the expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of both private and publicly funded health services delivered through community 
pharmacy. Important new services, such as influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, 
have already been introduced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence, with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I recently met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) when these and other issues were dis-
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cussed. My officials will be engaging with the IPU on new fee regulations before the end of 
the year and the intention is to broaden the discussions to contractual and service arrangements 
during 2020.

22/10/2019WRS05200Health Strategies

22/10/2019WRS05300432. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health his genomics strategy for Ire-
land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43593/19]

22/10/2019WRS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Ireland currently does not have a genomic 
strategy. The Department is aware of the significant opportunities and benefits afforded by 
genetic and genomic research. The key objective for the Department is to ensure that Ireland 
develops a comprehensive national policy or strategy which ensures that we respond to these 
opportunities and also overcome the not insignificant challenges of implementing a genomic 
medicine programme in a health service delivery context. The ultimate goal is for genomic 
medicine to benefit individuals, the healthcare system and society.

22/10/2019WRS05500Health Strategies

22/10/2019WRS05600433. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to increase 
access rates and referral rates for genetic services; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43594/19]

22/10/2019WRS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2016 , Professor Owen Smith authored 
the ‘Report of the National Genetic and Genomic Medicine Network Strategy Group’. On foot 
of the recommendations outlined in this report, in 2018 the HSE received new service develop-
ment funding to begin the process of establishing a National Genetics and Genomics Medicine 
Network. The aim of this Network, once established, is that it would build the effective gov-
ernance arrangements that recognises the interdependence between corporate, financial and 
clinical governance across the service and integrate them to deliver high quality, safe and reli-
able healthcare. Discussions are at an advanced stage to initiate the recruitment of a National 
Director of this Network.

A HSE Genetics and Genomics Programme is planned that will ensure the sustainable de-
velopment of clinical and laboratory genetics and genomics services in Ireland.

Currently, the demand for genetic assessment and testing is growing rapidly, due primarily 
to an increased awareness among the public and among health care professionals.  

22/10/2019WRS05800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

22/10/2019WRS05900434. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children or 
adolescents with mental health problems who have been accommodated by the HSE in nursing 
homes; and the reason for this practice. [43595/19]

22/10/2019WRS06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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22/10/2019WRS06100Health Care Infrastructure Provision

22/10/2019WRS06200435. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the refurbish-
ment of the dental clinic at Celbridge health centre; if the project tender process has been com-
pleted and works commenced; if the funding has been approved; the timeline for completion of 
the refurbished dental clinic and anticipated opening date for the provision of dental services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43610/19]

22/10/2019WRS06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is responsible for the delivery of 
public healthcare infrastructure projects and has advised that the progression of this project to 
tender stage is being considered for inclusion in the Capital Plan for 2020.

The Health Service Executive will develop a Capital Plan for 2020 having regard to the 
available funding,  the number of large national capital projects currently underway, and the 
cashflow requirements and priorities attaching to each project. All projects are considered as 
part of this process. Projects that are currently in construction and are contractually committed 
will not be affected. Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2020, it will then be submit-
ted to me for consideration. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery of the project 
and the reopening of the clinic.

22/10/2019WRS06400Hospital Appointments Status

22/10/2019WRS06500436. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for a hip replacement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43624/19]

22/10/2019WRS06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/10/2019WRS06700Primary Care Centres Staff
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22/10/2019WRS06800437. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
psychology services at primary care centres in north County Kildare; if there are vacant psy-
chologist posts at such centres; the waiting lists for patients awaiting primary care psychology 
services in north County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43626/19]

22/10/2019WRS06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/10/2019WRS07000Health Services Funding

22/10/2019WRS07100438. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to section 39 
health organisations in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of such 
organisations that received funding in each year in tabular form; if a list of such organisations 
and the amount received in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 will be provided 
in a separate table; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43646/19]

22/10/2019WRS07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a matter for the Health Service 
Executive, I have asked them to respond to you directly.

22/10/2019WRS07300Labour Court Recommendations

22/10/2019WRS07400439. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
the decision (details supplied) referred to of the Labour Court arising from an appeal of an ad-
judication officer of the Workplace Relations Commission has not been implemented within 42 
days from the date on which the notice was given to the parties in writing; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42999/19]

22/10/2019WRS07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is currently considering the outcome of a Labour Court ruling that the person concerned 
should qualify for payment of an allowance on a full-time basis. As this is an ongoing industrial 
relations matter, it would be inappropriate for me to comment prior to its conclusion. 

As soon as my Department has completed its consideration of the matter, a response will 
issue to Teagasc who will then be in touch with the person concerned.

22/10/2019WRT00200Knackery Industry

22/10/2019WRT00300440. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the knackery industry cannot continue as it stands 
at present in view of the fact that it is no longer financially viable to stay in business; if written 
confirmation will be provided to an association (details supplied) outlining commitments given 
at a meeting on 16 September 2019 between the organisation and his officials confirming the 
immediate commencement of a bridging scheme to address the financial crisis in knackeries; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42930/19]

22/10/2019WRT00400443. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that progress is made between his Department and an association (details sup-
plied) to ensure that fair rates are set to meet the increasing cost of this service by the industry; 
and if his attention has been drawn to the serious consequences which could arise should there 
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be further disruptions to the collection of fallen animals here. [43054/19]

22/10/2019WRT00500448. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
commitments given on the commencement of a bridging scheme to address the financial crisis 
in knackeries will be honoured in full as per the agreement reached on 16 September 2019 be-
tween his officials and an association (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43167/19]

22/10/2019WRT00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 440, 443 and 448 together.

I am fully aware of the value of the Knackery industry to the farming community and fully 
appreciate the integral part that knackeries play in the protection of Ireland’s food industry. 

For this reason, my Department is committed to putting together a scheme that will provide 
for significant financial support and which will stabilise and will restore a level of competitive-
ness to the industry. 

I understand that another meeting has been arranged between Department officials and the 
Animal Collectors Association to discuss this matter further. 

22/10/2019WRT00700Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2019WRT00800441. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the 2018 expenditure figures for his Department released in a report (details 
supplied) by the Comptroller and Auditor General and the underspend of €178.2 million; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42934/19]

22/10/2019WRT00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The amount 
of €178,171,768 is set out in the Appropriation Account as published in the Comptroller and 
Auditor General report is “the surplus to be surrendered” by my Department in respect of 2018. 

This is not an underspend.  

It is the net vote position taking account of the funds available less the expenditure incurred 
and the appropriations in aid received less the budgeted amount of such appropriations in aid.   

The  appropriations in aid (i.e.”receipts”) were €159,714,000 greater than the anticipat-
ed amount. Surplus appropriations-in-aid are not available to my Department for expenditure 
and are surrendered to the exchequer.  

When account is taken of the €22 million capital funds which were carried over from 2018 
to 2019, the unspent part of the funds available for expenditure by my Department in 2018 
amounted to €18,457,768, or 1.2% of the €1,586,711,000 available.

22/10/2019WRT01000Herd Data

22/10/2019WRT01100442. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of herd numbers issued and active in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42950/19]

22/10/2019WRT01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table shows the number of new herdnumbers registered per year from 2011 to date in 2019 and 
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the total number of herds still active at the end of each year. Please note this covers all species 
of animals and cereals.

Year New herd numbers regis-
tered

Herd numbers active at end 
of year

2011 5,253 140,683
2012 8,473 143,590
2013 7,346 146,684
2014 6,986 147,075
2015 6,862 150,705
2016 4,595 152,499
2017 3,909 153,327
2018 3,298 153,200
2019 2,891 154,177
  Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 440.

22/10/2019WRT01400Agriculture Schemes

22/10/2019WRT01500444. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding available under TAMS or other schemes to support the change of use of a building into 
an agricultural storage building by a farmer with a herd number; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43076/19]

22/10/2019WRT01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A suite of 
seven measures are available under TAMS II.  These measures were launched under the Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020 and are co-funded under the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development (EAFRD). The measures provide grants for capital investment in physi-
cal assets to assist the Irish agriculture sector to respond to a range of policy challenges.   

There are a wide variety of investment items available under TAMS II.  However, specific 
grant aid for the change of use of a building into an agricultural storage facility is not available. 
As the budget for the TAMs scheme and the RDP overall is expected to be fully utilised, I have 
no plans to introduce additional investments at this time.

22/10/2019WRT01700Beef Industry

22/10/2019WRT01800445. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason meat factories are not honouring commitment given in September 2019 to set-aside 
injunctions and threats of legal penalties and costs in view of the fact it appears that nothing 
has been done by the meat factories to lift these threats; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43143/19]

22/10/2019WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As part of 
the Beef Sector Agreement of 15th September, Meat Industry Ireland (MII), representing meat 
processors, committed that its members would withdraw existing legal proceedings against 
farmers once the pickets were stood down.

I have received confirmation from MII that all of the relevant injunctions instigated by their 
members have been, or are in the process of being, withdrawn.
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22/10/2019WRT02000Sheepmeat Sector

22/10/2019WRT02100446. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans regarding a new regime by factories in which they are reducing the base price for 
lambs and introducing new penalties by not paying for excess weight over 21.5 kg; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43146/19]

22/10/2019WRT02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, as Minister, I have no role in determining the prices for sheep meat or any other 
commodity, nor can I directly intervene in the determination of prices.  Equally, it is not my role 
to comment on commercial decisions take by private entities in an open market. The national 
average price €/100Kgs for the week ending 13th of October was €405.75kg, which is a 3.8% 
reduction from a price of €421.75 for the same week in 2018.

My Department provides the following supports to the sheep sector, which, I strongly be-
lieve, appropriately supports its future development.

I introduced the Sheep Welfare Scheme in December 2016 in order to provide support for 
sheep farmers in improving welfare standards in the national sheep flock.  Participating farmers 
are paid €10 per eligible ewe, and to date some €36m has issued to farmers  in respect of the 
first two years of the Scheme.

In addition to supports which are available for sheep farmers under the Rural Development 
Programme, including GLAS, ANCs and Knowledge Transfer Groups, sheep farmers also ben-
efit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening payments under CAP Pillar I.  

I have also made available financial support to sheep farmers for compliance with new 
sheep EID rules of €100 per farmer. 

Market access and market development is a key priority for my Department, and I was de-
lighted to reach agreement with the Japanese authorities on sheepmeat access to Japan during 
my trade mission to that country in June.  

An audit of sheepmeat plants was carried out by Chinese authorities in August, and I hope 
to progress market access to that market also.

I believe that the current range of supports available to sheep farmers, together with ensur-
ing market access to as many markets as possible, are appropriate supports for the continued 
development of the sector.

22/10/2019WRT02300Felling Licences Applications

22/10/2019WRT02400447. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the delay in an application for a felling licence by a person (details supplied); if 
compensation will be considered due to this delay; if the person will be provided with a list of 
eligible ecologists suitable to carry out a compliant ecological survey; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43147/19]

22/10/2019WRT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment as the competent authority for the granting of tree felling licences must take into account 
a number of considerations when assessing an application to thin or harvest trees. 

General Guidelines and Assessments
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All forestry licence applications undergo a comprehensive vetting process to ensure that 
inter alia the landscape, environment and the archaeological heritage are protected.  Every 
application is treated on its own merits and is examined with regard to its effect, if any, on its 
surroundings.  There are a number of guideline documents, such as Forestry and Water Quality 
Guidelines; Forestry and the Landscape Guidelines which are available on my Department’s 
website.  Further, the Code of Best Forest Practice is a listing of all forestry operations and the 
manner in which they should be carried out to ensure the requirements for Sustainable Forest 
Management in Ireland are maintained.   

Since the commencement in May 2017 of the Forestry Act, 2014, applications must be ad-
vertised to provide for 30 days public consultation.  The public consultation process is assisted 
by the erection of site notices for all afforestation and forest road works licence applications.  

In addition to this, referrals may be made to the local authority, Inland Fisheries Ireland, 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and An Taisce depending on the specific char-
acteristics of the site concerned.  These can include its proximity to water courses, designated 
European sites, or sensitive landscapes as defined by the local authority.  Where an application 
wholly or partly falls within a designated site, no decision may be made until an opinion is re-
ceived from NPWS. 

The introduction of the associated appeals process and more complex Appropriate Assess-
ment requirements following an EU court judgement have resulted in increased processing 
timeframes for forestry licences.  In recognition of this and of the complexity involved, training 
both internally and with registered foresters took place in January and April this year.  

Additional resources have been provided to undertake the archaeological review with two 
new archaeologists employed and significant work has been done to clear backlogs arising for 
this reason.  In terms of ecology, the recruitment process for a new ecologist has been com-
pleted and should be appointed shortly. 

I should also point out that there has been a doubling in the number of felling licences ap-
plied for from 2017 to 2018, from 3,300 to 6,600.  

In 2018 and to end July 2019, 8,764 felling licences have been issued, 80% of which were 
issued within four months, with 90% issued within six months.  The number of felling licences 
issued this year (3,639) has doubled when compared to the same period in 2018 (1,819).   

In relation to the felling licence application for the person named, following a review by the 
district inspector and because of the specifics of the site in question, my Department’s archaeol-
ogy and ecology services were required.  This is because the proposed felling site contains an 
archaeological monument and is also near to a Natura site.  Further, if a site is within a Special 
Area of Conservation or a Special Area of Protection, the input of the National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) must be obtained before a decision may issue. All information from refer-
rals and submissions must be carefully considered before an approval issues and this means that 
the process is somewhat longer for those cases.

My Department is fully aware that access to ecologists or other professionals with the re-
quired expertise can be difficult.  Therefore, a Directory of Professional Ecologists for Forestry 
Projects has been made available on my Department’s website and may be found at this link, 

www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2019/Directo-
ryProfessionalEcologistsForestryProjects310519.pdf.

Once the Natura Impact Statement is received, it will be reviewed by my Department’s 
Ecologist.  The Ecologist’s comments will be returned to the Forestry District Inspector, who 
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will combine them with his own recommendations.  These will form the decision on the appli-
cation, which will be issued to the person named, when available.

  Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 440.

22/10/2019WRT02700Beef Industry

22/10/2019WRT02800449. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason an organisation (details supplied) is being denied access to the beef taskforce discus-
sions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43305/19]

22/10/2019WRT02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I established 
the Beef Taskforce to monitor the implementation of the beef sector agreement of 15 Septem-
ber.

The Taskforce is comprised of the Independent chair, Michael Dowling, representatives 
from my Department and relevant State agencies, established farmer representative organisa-
tions and representatives from the processing sector.  I am satisfied that the current composition 
of the taskforce is sufficiently representative of all parties and I will not be extending member-
ship to any additional groups outside of those already invited to submit nominees.

22/10/2019WRT03000Consultancy Contracts Data

22/10/2019WRT03100450. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43306/19]

22/10/2019WRT03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is not pos-
sible to provide the information requested by the Deputy in the required time.  

The information is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

22/10/2019WRT03300Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRT03400451. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 
2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43323/19]

22/10/2019WRT03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment carries out Spending Reviews on existing policies in conjunction with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.  During the specified period, the Agriculture Cashflow Loan 
Support Scheme Spending Review was completed by my Department. This Spending Review 
was completed from internal staff resources and did not incur any expenditure. It is published 
on the Government’s Spending Review webpage for 2018 on www.Gov.ie.

22/10/2019WRT03600Civil Service Code of Conduct
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22/10/2019WRT03700452. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number and grade of staff within his Department who have been sanctioned for breaching 
section 14 of the Civil Service code of conduct; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43362/19]

22/10/2019WRT03800453. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number and grade of staff that have been granted permission by his Department to act 
on behalf of an association (details supplied) or any group or organisation that has interests with 
his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43363/19]

22/10/2019WRT03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 452 and 453 together.

The Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour sets out the standards of behaviour 
required of civil servants as they carry out their duties. The Code, which embraces core public 
service values of honesty, integrity and impartiality forms part of the terms of employment of 
all civil servants, who are expected to apply it at all times.

Section 14 of the Code sets out the requirements for employees, in terms of conflicts or po-
tential conflicts of interest with the business of their Department or office.

Breaches of the Code are subject to disciplinary action.  

I can confirm that in the last five years, two members of staff within my Department were 
subject to disciplinary sanction for misconduct which included a failure to comply with Section 
14 of the   Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour.

While staff within my Department are not precluded from membership of outside organisa-
tions/associations, all staff are required annually to make a declaration if any potential conflict 
of interest arises with their outside activities and their work in the Department.

My Department has introduced a number of measures, including the appointment of a Com-
pliance Officer, to ensure more robust monitoring and management of any potential conflicts of 
interest. This is done with a view to ensuring enhanced compliance levels among staff with both 
the Ethics Acts and the Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour.

22/10/2019WRT04100Nitrates Usage

22/10/2019WRT04200454. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if there is a helpline which farmers can contact if they have slurry to spread; if so, the 
contact number for the helpline; the process which follows once a farmer contacts the helpline; 
if the farmers that contact the helpline will be inspected before they are granted permission to 
spread slurry; if the farmers will be more likely to experience cross compliance inspections in 
the coming months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43364/19]

22/10/2019WRT04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Good 
Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters Regulations 2017 give legal effect in Ireland to 
the Nitrates Directive and to our Nitrates Action Programme (NAP) and the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG) is the lead Department in this regard. The 
Directive requires all member states to define set periods when the land application of fertiliser 
is not allowed. In Ireland, the current ‘closed period’ is aligned with that period of the year 
when greatest nutrient losses occur.
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However, in all cases of potential animal welfare issues arising, my Department operates 
an animal welfare helpline Lo-call 076 1064408 , along with a dedicated email address, Ani-
malWelfare@agriculture.gov.ie . Farmers may contact the helpline due to animal welfare aris-
ing from tanks that have reached capacity and can therefore impact on welfare.  Farmers are 
advised to contact this welfare helpline giving their flooding/trafficability situation, their herd 
number and other relevant data. 

Farmers will be advised, in the first instance, to seek access to alternative storage in com-
pliance with the Regulations. If spreading is the only option available to protect animal wel-
fare, that a farmer should spread only that volume of slurry necessary to ensure adequate 
storage capacity for the remainder of the closed period.  Fields that are not connected to water 
should be first choice for spreading (the driest fields that do not have drains or streams).  Any 
spreading should occur as soon as good spreading conditions exist.  

Farmers availing of this facility for animal welfare issues will be prioritised for inspection 
by Local Authorities in the immediate future to ensure compliance with the Nitrates Regula-
tions. An  assessment of overall on-farm storage capacity may be part of that inspection process 
as the duty of farmers (the occupier of a holding) in relation to nutrient management remain 
fully applicable.  

My Department will subsequently contact the farmers to ascertain and record the date(s) on 
which any  additional spreading takes place.

22/10/2019WRT04400Beef Industry

22/10/2019WRT04500455. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the frequency planned for the new beef taskforce to meet regularly once it meets initially; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43365/19]

22/10/2019WRT04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As you will be 
aware, the inaugural meeting of the Beef Taskforce which was scheduled for Monday 14th Oc-
tober,  had to be suspended due to the actions of a small minority of protestors who physically 
and aggressively prevented representatives from the meat industry from entering the building 
for the meeting. The independent chair of the Taskforce, Michael Dowling, is currently working 
with all stakeholders with a view to convening the Taskforce at the earliest possible juncture.

The terms of reference for the group, including the frequency of the meetings will be 
agreed by the taskforce when it convenes.

22/10/2019WRT04700Organic Farming Scheme

22/10/2019WRT04800456. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
basis on which he will consider the reopening and funding of the organic farming scheme to 
provide alternative options to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43372/19]

22/10/2019WRT04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Latest figures 
indicate that there are now some 72,000 hectares under organic production in Ireland, an in-
crease of nearly 50% on the position at the start of the current Rural Development Programme 
in 2014.  

Following the recommendation of the Organic Strategy Group, my colleague Minister 
Doyle announced the re-opening of the Organic Farming Scheme on a targeted basis on the 19 
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November 2018.  The areas targeted were areas for which there is a clear market demand, and 
which are critical to the further development of the Organic Sector, namely horticulture, cereals 
and dairy.  The Scheme remained opened for applications up to the 19 December and a total 
of 225 applications were received. The re-opening of the scheme was widely publicised at the 
time and all groups and their representatives on the Organic Strategy Group also publicised it 
to their members. 

The Organic Farming Scheme, under the current RDP, has more than achieved its targets in 
terms of new land converted and the maintenance of organic land.   As the current budget allo-
cation for the Organic Farming Scheme is fully committed, based on the current level of farm-
ers in the scheme, I have no plans to re-open the scheme beyond last year’s re-opening.  

The Organic Strategy Group, in their deliberations considered the question of the Organic 
Farming Scheme post-2020.  The inclusion of an Organic Farming Scheme in a new Rural 
Development Programme was recommended to stimulate and support increased organic food 
productions.  As there will be more scope for adjustments to the scheme under a new Rural 
Development Programme, consideration was given by the Group to how it might operate more 
effectively in stimulating organic production in areas where market opportunities are greater.  

CAP negotiations, currently in progress, will ultimately guide and shape the Organic Farm-
ing Scheme under the new RDP.  I would urge all stakeholders to engage with the CAP con-
sultation process currently underway and make their views known on a future scheme for the 
organic sector. 

22/10/2019WRT05000Aquaculture Licence Applications

22/10/2019WRT05100457. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on concerns held by persons (details supplied) regarding the status of an application; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [43390/19]

22/10/2019WRT05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Depart-
ment considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. 
The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advis-
ers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation. In this case, the public consultation phase has ended. All submissions received 
during the public and statutory consultation phase are considered during the licensing process.

All decisions in respect of aquaculture licence applications are only taken following the 
fullest consideration of all scientific, technical, legislative and public interest elements of each 
application.

As the application referred to by the Deputy is under consideration by my Department in 
accordance with a statutory process, it would not be appropriate to comment further pending 
the conclusion of that process.

22/10/2019WRT05300Teagasc Administration

22/10/2019WRT05400458. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to amend and update the Agriculture (Research, Training and Advice) Act 1988 to ensure 
that Teagasc has the necessary expertise and mandate to consider mitigation strategies from 
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the agriculture and food sectors here in view of the recent UN IPCC special report on land and 
climate change 2019. [43416/19]

22/10/2019WRT05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Teagasc’s mis-
sion is to support science-based innovation in the agri-food sector and the broader bioeconomy 
that will underpin profitability, competitiveness and sustainability. Its functions as set down in 
s. 4 of the Agriculture (Research, Training and Advice) Act, 1988 in relation to the provision of 
educational, training and advisory services in agriculture, the provision of scientific and practi-
cal information relating to agriculture and undertaking agricultural research and development. 
Section 4 (4) of the 1988 Act grants Teagasc all such additional powers ‘as are necessary or 
expedient for the purposes of its functions’.

I am satisfied therefore that the powers conferred on Teagasc by the Agriculture (Research, 
Training and Advice) Act, 1988 are sufficiently broad to enable them to respond to the chal-
lenges posed by climate change in the agriculture and food sectors.  Accordingly, I have no 
plans to amend the 1988 Act.

22/10/2019WRT05600Teagasc Funding

22/10/2019WRT05700459. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of the research budget of Teagasc that is dedicated to climate mitigation activities; 
and his views on the adequacy of resources available to his Department towards climate mitiga-
tion in view of the recent study by the CSO on environmentally damaging subsidies. [43417/19]

22/10/2019WRT05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provides Teagasc with an annual block Grant in Aid subvention to support its activities 
in providing research, training and advisory services to the agriculture and food sectors. The 
indicative allocation for 2020 is €136.7m. In addition to exchequer Grant Aid, Teagasc earns 
approximately €50m per annum in own resource income from fees earned from the provision 
of research, advisory and training services, income from national and EU research programmes 
and revenue from farming activities etc. 

The percentage of the Teagasc research budget allocated to climate mitigation activities is 
an operational matter for Teagasc and its governing Authority. Accordingly, I  have request-
ed Teagasc to provide the information directly to the Deputy within 10 working days. 

My Department continues to submit significant research resources towards climate change 
mitigation research, both in terms of research carried out under grant in aid and under the De-
partment’s Research Stimulus Fund. Since 2013, funding awards of approximately €20m have 
been made to projects related to climate change.

Both European and national exchequer supports underpin a vibrant agri-food sector. The 
majority of my Department’s financial support schemes have some environmental benefits em-
bedded within them. I  will shortly be launching a Climate Action roadmap for the agri-food 
sector. This roadmap will set out the measures the sector needs to take in order to achieve the 
emissions reduction targets as set out in the All-of-Government Climate Action Plan. The mea-
sures set out in the Teagasc Management Abatement Cost Curve (MACC) will form the basis 
of our emission reductions. In addition, our next CAP strategic plan will focus strongly on en-
vironmental objectives, while continuing to support thousands of farm families in rural Ireland.

22/10/2019WRT05900Bord Bia Funding
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22/10/2019WRT06000460. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
budget allocated to Bord Bia in each of the years 2011 to 2018, in tabular form. [43446/19]

22/10/2019WRT06100461. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of the budget of Bord Bia on advertising and promotion in each of the years 2011 
to 2018; the amount spent here and in other markets, respectively in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43447/19]

22/10/2019WRT06200462. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of the various mediums of advertising and promotions, that is, print and digital used 
by Bord Bia; the amount allocated each year to each advertising platform in each of the years 
2011 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43448/19]

22/10/2019WRT06300463. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of Bord Bia budget of the advertising budget allocated to beef and lamb by Bord Bia 
in each of the years 2011 to 2018, in tabular form. [43449/19]

22/10/2019WRT06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 460 to 463, inclusive, together.

In the context of the annual budgetary process, I make provision for a total Grant (formerly 
Grant-in-Aid) for Bord Bia.  As a State Body with direct fiduciary responsibility, it then dis-
poses of this annual sum according to its own annual Plans and Programmes as approved by its 
Board in line with its Statement of Strategy.

The annual Grant sum allocated to Bord Bia in respect of the years 2011 to 2018 is set out 
in the following table.

Year Grant:   € Original Grant:   € Final
2011 €28,392,000 €28,392,000
2012 €27,120,000 €27,120,000
2013 €28,561,000 €28,561,000
2014 €28,690,000 €28,690,000
2015 €32,944,000 €32,944,000
2016 €32,492,000 €33,152,000
2017 €34,492,000 €41,092,000
2018 €41,266,000 €41,266,000
Bord Bia’s work has played a vital role in the successful growth of our food and drink ex-

ports, by promoting the safety, quality and sustainability of our food exports. Bord Bia works 
closely with my Department to prioritise and develop new markets, building on its significant 
investment in consumer and retail insights, as well as defending and growing our existing mar-
kets. Bord Bia has also played a critical role in supporting the food industry in responding to 
the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit. 

In the last published Annual Accounts (2017), expenditure under the heading of Marketing 
and Promotional Expenditure is given as €43 million. However, it should be noted that this 
is broken down by allocation under the five (5) Pillars of the Bord Bia Statement of Strategy 
2019/2021 - Consumer Insight; People, Talent, Infrastructure; Origin Green; Routes to Market; 
Brand Communications; and Support Services, under which all expenditure and programmes 
are assigned. 

All of the published Bord Bia’s Annual Reports and Accounts can be viewed on the Bord 
Bia website: www.bordbia.ie, where a breakdown of expenditure can be found. 
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22/10/2019WRT06800Bord Bia Funding

22/10/2019WRT06900464. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that Bord Bia has made an application in 2019 to secure EU 
funding for suckler beef promotion in key EU markets; if it has applied in the past for the same 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43450/19]

22/10/2019WRT07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU funding is 
available on a competitive basis to trade and other qualifying bodies within Member States for 
the generic promotion of the quality, safety, nutrition or production methods of EU agricultural 
products.  Its legal foundation is EU Regulation 1144/2014 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council – “Information provision and Promotion Measures of Agricultural Products” 

The EU Promotion Policy for Agri-Food Products acts as key for opening up new markets 
and to diversity trading partners. It aims to help the sector’s professionals to break into or 
consolidate international markets and to make consumers more aware of the efforts made by 
European farmers. A total of €  201.1 million is available for these programmes in 2020. EU 
co-financing rates range from 70% to 85% with the balance comprising of industry funding.  

The EU Commission establish strategic priorities (of products and destinations), an annual 
budget and workplan. There is an annual call for proposals, with a competitive selection proce-
dure by experts selected by CHAFEA (The Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Execu-
tive Agency) - an EU executive agency.  

As part of this process, Bord Bia submitted a 3 year EU Suckler Beef Information & Pro-
motion campaign, with a programme budget of €2.9 million. Target countries were Germany 
and Italy. This programme application is currently under competitive consideration by the EU 
Commission (CHAFEA).  The EU Decision is due in Q4 2019. 

Other such promotion programmes currently under way by Bord Bia are set out in the fol-
lowing table.

Proposing 
Org

Product Simple/Multi Title Target Mar-
kets

Duration Total Budget

Bord Bia Beef & Lamb Simple “European 
Beef & Lamb 
– Excel-
lence in food 
Safety &   
Sustainabil-
ity”

China, Japan, 
Hong Kong

3 years   - 
01/02/2017   
– 31/01/2020

€3.7m

Bord Bia Mushrooms Simple Mushrooms 
Complement 
Everything 

UK, Ireland 3 years – 
01/02/2018-
31/01/2021

€2.025m

Bord Bia Pigmeat & 
Beef

Simple European 
Pork & Beef 
– Excellence 
in Quality & 
Production   
Standards

The Philip-
pines, South 
Korea   & 
Vietnam

3 years – 
01/04/2019-
31/03/2022

€3.93m

Bord Bia Sheepmeat * Multi (Ire-
land, France)

 Ireland, UK, 
France, Ger-
many

3 years - 
2018-2021

€10.56m

* programme under direct management by Chafea
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22/10/2019WRU00200Exports Data

22/10/2019WRU00300465. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of animals exported to Northern Ireland by month from January 2018 to date in 
October 2019. [43451/19]

22/10/2019WRU00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
tables show the breakdown of cattle exported to Northern Ireland from January 2018 to October 
2019 on a month-by-month basis in tabular form and categorised by breeding, production and 
slaughter.

This data was extracted from the TRACES system. 

2018 Breeding Production Slaughter Total
January 513 346 317 1,176
February 452 496 209 1,157
March 457 927 273 1,657
April 600 899 268 1,767
May 848 1,262 100 2,210
June 384 619 205 1,208
July 397 534 216 1,147
August 313 373 454 1,140
September 959 1,102 1,553 3,614
October 931 1,649 1,414 3,994
November 781 1,545 1,275 3,601
December 478 680 1,004 2,162
Total 7,113 10,432 7,288 24,833

2019 Breeding Production Slaughter Total
January 369 640 1,756 2,765
February 698 753 680 2,131
March 934 1453 550 2,937
April 911 2018 1,241 4,170
May 928 1788 777 3,493
June 337 1143 367 1,847
July 144 567 1,358 2,069
August 269 598 1,052 1,919
September 435 576 1,364 2,375
October 371 689 1,038 2,098
Total (YTD) 5,396 10,225 10,183 25,804

22/10/2019WRU00500Exports Data

22/10/2019WRU00600466. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of animals exported to Northern Ireland by month from January 2018 to October 
2019 on a month by month basis in tabular form; the number that went to a farm; and the num-
ber that went to a processing plant. [43452/19]

22/10/2019WRU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
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tables show the breakdown of cattle exported to Northern Ireland from January 2018 to October 
2019 on a month-by-month basis in tabular form and categorised by breeding, production and 
slaughter.

 This data was extracted from the TRACES system. 

2018 Breeding Production Slaughter Total
January 513 346 317 1,176
February 452 496 209 1,157
March 457 927 273 1,657
April 600 899 268 1,767
May 848 1,262 100 2,210
June 384 619 205 1,208
July 397 534 216 1,147
August 313 373 454 1,140
September 959 1,102 1,553 3,614
October 931 1,649 1,414 3,994
November 781 1,545 1,275 3,601
December 478 680 1,004 2,162
Total 7113 10,432 7288 24,833

2019 Breeding Production Slaughter Total
January 369 640 1,756 2,765
February 698 753 680 2,131
March 934 1,453 550 2,937
April 911 2,018 1,241 4,170
May 928 1,788 777 3,493
June 337 1,143 367 1,847
July 144 567 1,358 2,069
August 269 598 1,052 1,919
September 435 576 1,364 2,375
October 371 689 1,038 2,098
Total (YTD) 5,396 10,225 10,183 25,804

22/10/2019WRU00800Beef Industry

22/10/2019WRU00900467. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Teagasc has completed the in-depth review of the grid with a view to broadening of the in-spec 
bonus criteria to increase the number of eligible animals including the review of the hot and 
cold weighing system by Teagasc. [43454/19]

22/10/2019WRU01000468. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
in-depth review of market and customer criteria in relation to the four in-spec bonus criteria has 
commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43455/19]

22/10/2019WRU01100469. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Bord Bia has furnished his office with a paper outlining the potential development of a beef 
market price index model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43456/19]

22/10/2019WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 



Questions - Written Answers

198

take Questions Nos. 467 to 469, inclusive, together.

The commitments entered into by my Department and Agencies on foot of the 15th Septem-
ber beef agreement, including the development of a beef market price index model, are being 
progressed. 

The Beef Taskforce’s remit is to monitor the implementation of the actions arising from the 
agreement reached on 15 September and it offers the most viable platform for strategic engage-
ment with key stakeholders.  It is in the interests of everyone involved in the beef industry that 
the work of the Taskforce goes ahead.  It was deeply regrettable that the meeting scheduled for 
14 October was unable to proceed.  However, the independent chair and my Department of-
ficials continues to engage proactively with Taskforce members with a view to progressing all 
of the actions in the Agreement.

22/10/2019WRU01500EU Directives

22/10/2019WRU01600470. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
consultation process with regard to the establishment of a working group between his Depart-
ment and the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation which was following on from 
the unfair trading practices directive has been launched; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43457/19]

22/10/2019WRU01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The work-
ing group on transposition and enforcement of  Directive (EU) 2019/633 on Unfair Trading 
Practices in business-to-business relationships in the agricultural and food supply chain (UTP 
Directive) was set up in April this year and has met seven times to date. 

I launched a public stakeholder consultation on the transposition of the UTP Directive on 
Friday 18 October last, with a closing date for submissions of 13 December 2019. The con-
sultation document can be found on my Department’s website at the following address: www.
agriculture.gov.ie/customerservice/publicconsultations/.  

The launch of this public consultation fulfils one of my Department’s commitments under 
the Beef Sector Agreement of 15 September and I urge all interested groups and individuals to 
contribute to the public consultation.

22/10/2019WRU01800Beef Industry

22/10/2019WRU01900471. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
an organisation (details supplied) has provided details of its insurance scheme and additional 
information; if he will provide a copy of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43458/19]

22/10/2019WRU02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As per the 
beef sector agreement of 15th September, the agreement in relation to Meat Industry Ireland’s 
insurance scheme was that farmers can opt out of the insurance scheme for animals delivered 
to factories. 

This was implemented immediately upon the entry into force of the agreement.

22/10/2019WRU02100Animal Slaughtering Standards
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22/10/2019WRU02200472. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has commenced the introduction of the appeal system for carcass classification in manual grad-
ing factories; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43459/19]

22/10/2019WRU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following 
recent discussions between stakeholders and the beef industry on foot of farmer protests, my 
Department introduced an appeal system for carcass classification in manual grading factories. 
This appeal procedure was implemented from October 7th, 2019. In summary, if a supplier 
wishes to have a carcase classification appealed to my Department, the factory must firstly have 
the carcase reclassified by a second licensed factory grader. Following this reclassification by a 
second classifier, if the supplier still wishes that my Department adjudicate on the classification, 
he/she will inform the factory management who will make contact with the Department and 
make arrangements to facilitate a reclassification by a Department officer.

This system will be subject to review after 6 months in operation.

22/10/2019WRU02400Animal Welfare

22/10/2019WRU02500473. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
calf mortality rates by month, county and sector in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form. [43460/19]

22/10/2019WRU02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not have the information sought by the Deputy on calf mortality rates in the precise 
format requested. However, I am in a position to provide the 6 month mortality rates on a per 
county and sectoral basis for the calendar years 2016-2018 (inclusive) as detailed in the follow-
ing Table.

Herds are categorised as a dairy where a milk supply contract is in place for that calendar 
year. All other herds are categorised as ‘other farms’. 

The herd six-month calf mortality rate was calculated as the number of deaths recorded in 
animals less than six months of age divided by the total number of births for each year in each 
herd. The Table presents the average herd six-month mortality rate for dairy and other herds 
per county for the years 2016 to 2018. The six-month mortality rates were estimated to be 5.3 
to 6.0% for dairy herds between 2016 and 2018 while mean herd six-month calf mortality rates 
varied between 4.7% and 5.8% in other (non-dairy) herds. These rates are within the normal 
expected range. 

2018 2017 2016
County Dairy 

Farms(16,797)
Other 
Farms(43,688)

Dairy 
Farms(17,086)

Other 
Farms(45,156)

Dairy 
Farms(17,289)

Other Farms 
(46,207)

Carlow 0.060 0.050 0.059 0.060 0.063 0.055
Cavan 0.058 0.048 0.056 0.058 0.061 0.052
Clare 0.049 0.046 0.041 0.049 0.045 0.046
Cork 0.059 0.050 0.055 0.059 0.063 0.053
Donegal 0.049 0.034 0.047 0.049 0.049 0.037
Dublin 0.055 0.053 0.066 0.055 0.047 0.044
Galway 0.066 0.042 0.055 0.066 0.066 0.046
Kerry 0.049 0.046 0.044 0.049 0.047 0.042
Kildare 0.072 0.059 0.072 0.072 0.072 0.047
Kilkenny 0.053 0.061 0.048 0.053 0.053 0.065
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Laois 0.058 0.061 0.057 0.058 0.062 0.056
Leitrim 0.048 0.034 0.062 0.048 0.052 0.034
Limerick 0.057 0.061 0.053 0.057 0.060 0.066
Longford 0.050 0.047 0.046 0.050 0.057 0.049
Louth 0.081 0.062 0.070 0.081 0.074 0.060
Mayo 0.066 0.037 0.057 0.066 0.062 0.041
Meath 0.073 0.067 0.070 0.073 0.081 0.065
Monaghan 0.080 0.048 0.059 0.080 0.061 0.046
Offaly 0.065 0.066 0.064 0.065 0.075 0.069
Roscommon 0.057 0.044 0.046 0.057 0.069 0.049
Sligo 0.052 0.038 0.052 0.052 0.055 0.043
Tipperary 0.053 0.055 0.049 0.053 0.058 0.063
Waterford 0.055 0.061 0.050 0.055 0.058 0.054
Westmeath 0.068 0.054 0.053 0.068 0.066 0.057
Wexford 0.056 0.068 0.057 0.056 0.059 0.059
Wicklow 0.063 0.048 0.063 0.063 0.071 0.054

Total 0.058 0.047 0.053 0.058 0.060 0.049

22/10/2019WRU02700Dairy Sector

22/10/2019WRU02800474. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of dairy cows with no recorded births in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 
2019 but remain in lactation cycle for those years; the milk yield in litres of such dairy cows; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43461/19]

22/10/2019WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not hold records of milk yield in dairy cows. Furthermore, this Department does not 
hold records of the date of drying off of cows, and therefore is not in a position to say whether 
an animal is in lactation at a point in time.

Information relating to the birth records of dairy cows for the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 to 
date is being collated from the Department’s AIM system and will be provided to the Deputy 
as soon as possible.

22/10/2019WRU03000Rural Development Programme Data

22/10/2019WRU03100475. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the financial allocations on an annual basis under the 2014-2020 rural development 
programme, RDP, for schemes (details supplied); the annual amount expended on the listed 
schemes in each year since established up to 30 September 2019; the number of active partici-
pants in each scheme; and the number of approved applicants that subsequently withdrew from 
each scheme, in tabular form. [43470/19]

22/10/2019WRU03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables:  

Table 1 – Allocations and Expenditure under certain RDP Schemes    
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 Knowledge    
Transfer    
Scheme   
€000   

   GLAS   
€000   

Beef 
Data    and    
Genom-
ics Pro-
gramme   
€000   

 TAMS II   
€000   

Sheep    
Welfare 
Scheme   
€000   

Hen Har-
rier Pro-
gramme   
€000   

Allocation 
2015

0 20,000 35,000 0 0 0

Expendi-
ture 2015

0 11,453 34,692 0 0 0

Allocation 
2016

0 139,500 52,000 28,000 0 0

Expendi-
ture 2016

0 102,615 61,800 3,971 0 0

Allocation 
2017

22,821 228,500 49,000 49,832 17,000 2,940

Expendi-
ture 2017

13,784 195,583 47,137 31,256 15,851 717,000

Allocation 
2018

23,000 226,000 49,500 69,943 20,000 3,500

Expendi-
ture 2018

21,665 231,978 47,451 66,751 17,650 1,154

Allocation 
2019

25,000 203,000 46,500 70,000 18,000 3,115

Expendi-
ture to Sept 
2019

4,607 51,681 8,809 55,954 2,552 586

The 2020 allocations will be determined as part of the annual estimates process for 2020. 

 Table 2 – No. of participants and withdrawals      

 Knowledge    
Transfer    
Scheme   

GLAS   Beef 
Data and 
Genom-
ics Pro-
gramme   

TAMS II   Sheep Wel-
fare    
Scheme   

Hen Har-
rier Pro-
gramme   

Number of   
active par-
ticipants

18,204 48,650 24,018 16,640 18,465 * 1,524

Number of   
applicants 
that have 
withdrawn

1,498 3,415 ** 7,781 ** 656 1,507 * 1

* The figure for participants is for year 3 of the scheme. The figure for withdrawn cases 
reflects the number of cases withdrawn to-date from the three years of the scheme.

** Note the number of withdrawn/rejected can vary as some cases have been re-instated 
following an appeal.
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22/10/2019WRU03300Rural Development Programme Data

22/10/2019WRU03400476. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the expenditure incurred in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to 30 September 2019 for 
each measure under the Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 (details supplied) in tabu-
lar form; the original budget allocations made for each year in the 2014 to 2020 period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43472/19]

22/10/2019WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables.

Table 1. DAFM Expenditure by Measure Level 2014 -2018 and to date 2019

 Expenditure 
2014

Expenditure 
2015

Expenditure 
2016

Expenditure 
2017

Expenditure 
2018 

Expenditure 
to date 2019

Measure 1 - 
Knowledge 
transfer and   
information 
actions

48,881 9,667 8,668,524 19,531,480 29,136,302 4,967,370

Measure 
2 - Advi-
sory services, 
farm   man-
agement and 
farm relief 
services

0 0 288,053 643,996 283,657 228,779

Measure 4 - 
Investments 
in physical   
assets

4,616,074 14,774,478 10,094,541 32,258,179 67,528,093 56,004,839

Measure 
7 - Basic 
services 
and village   
renewal in 
rural areas

0 0 725,488 752,358 835,685 22,653

Measure 
10 - Agri-
environment-
climate

170,820,857 132,805,931 183,601,526 251,501,887 278,113,018 52,659,854

Measure 
11 - Organic 
farming

0 1,844,024 5,145,977 6,530,788 9,811,311 2,572,310

Measure 12 
- Natura 2000 
and Water 
Framework   
Directive 
payments

25,729,388 11,550,542 4,380,542 2,084,117 795,113 74,265

Measure 13 - 
Payments to 
areas facing   
natural or 
other specific 
constraints

195,655,247 206,525,119 206,470,513 205,303,634 228,616,740 177,690,165
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 Expenditure 
2014

Expenditure 
2015

Expenditure 
2016

Expenditure 
2017

Expenditure 
2018 

Expenditure 
to date 2019

Measure 
14 – Animal 
Welfare 
Scheme

0 0 0 15,850,949 17,649,626 1,275,983

Measure 16 - 
Co-operation 

0 79,717 333,717 1,331,405 3,536,248 1,400,294

Measure 19 
- Support for 
LEADER lo-
cal   develop-
ment 

      

Measure 20 
- Technical 
Assistance

0 65,182 902,151 1,383,207 1,361,368 926,035

M97 Early 
Retirement

0 0 4,248,250 2,430,121 808,357 166,270

 

Table 1 does not include information for Measure 19 - Support for LEADER local develop-
ment as this is not operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.

Table 2. Financial Allocations for RDP 2014 – 2020 by Measure.

 - Total Allocation 2014 - 2020
Measure 1 -   Knowledge transfer and infor-
mation actions

125,800,000

Measure 2 -   Advisory services, farm man-
agement and farm relief services

8,300,000

Measure 4 -   Investments in physical assets 425,000,000
Measure 7 - Basic services and village re-
newal in rural areas

6,000,000

Measure 10 -   Agri-environment-climate 1,531,005,630
Measure 11 -   Organic farming 56,000,000
Measure 12 - Natura 2000 & Water Frame-
work Directive payments

73,250,000

Measure 13 -   Payments to areas facing 
natural or other specific constraints

1,491,000,000

Measure 14 –   Animal Welfare Scheme 100,000,000
Measure 16 -   Co-operation 62,000,000
Measure 19 -   Support for LEADER local 
development

250,000,000

Measure 20 -   Technical Assistance 8,145,000
M97 Early   Retirement 9,207,547
While the RDP Regulation provides for a structure according to measures and sub-mea-

sures, the annual breakdown is made at aggregate level and is not formally subdivided down to 
measure/sub-measure level or scheme level. Essentially, any unspent EAFRD funds in a year 
are carried forward to subsequent years.

22/10/2019WRU03600Teagasc Data
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22/10/2019WRU03700477. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the annual allocation made to Teagasc in 2018, 2019 and in budget 2020 towards research 
and knowledge transfer programmes on greenhouse gases; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43481/19]

22/10/2019WRU03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment provides Teagasc with an annual block Grant in Aid subvention to support its activities in 
providing research, training and advisory services to the agriculture and food sectors. The al-
locations for 2018 to 2020 are as follows: 

Year Allocation 
2018 €132.5m
2019 €135.2m
2020 €136.7m
In addition to exchequer Grant Aid, Teagasc earn approximately €50m per annum in own re-

source income from fees earned from the provision of research, advisory and training services; 
income from national and EU research programmes and revenue from farming activities etc. 

The allocation of specific funding from the Teagasc budget to the research, training and 
advisory services is an operational matter for Teagasc and its governing Board, the Teagasc 
Authority. Accordingly, I have therefore requested Teagasc to respond directly to the Deputy in 
relation to the amount of funding it allocated for the period in question to research and knowl-
edge transfer programmes on greenhouse gases.

22/10/2019WRU03900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Data

22/10/2019WRU04000478. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated first and full-year cost of returning a payment by amounts (details supplied) 
for a scheme based on the most recent participation figures at hand. [43482/19]

22/10/2019WRU04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The €20 mil-
lion funding available under the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot allows for payment up to 
a maximum of €40 per calf, based on costs incurred and income foregone. As this exchequer 
funded scheme, operated under State Aid de minimis provisions, was based on costs incurred 
and income foregone, it is not possible to revise the payment amount.

A total of 19,135 farmers registered their interest in participating in the Beef Environmen-
tal Efficiency Pilot(BEEP) and they will qualify for payment provided they comply with the 
requirements to weigh each cow and calf and provide the requisite data to ICBF in accordance 
with the Terms and Conditions. 

Some 476,432 calves were registered to these 19,131 herds in the relevant period with a po-
tential payment of €19,057,280 should all those calves be weighed.  With three weeks remain-
ing, 286,974 of these have had their weights recorded under BEEP to date. Payments to partici-
pants who have completed the requirements under the Pilot are scheduled to commence shortly.

22/10/2019WRU04200Sheep Welfare Scheme Data

22/10/2019WRU04300479. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 2010 of 24 July 2018, the latest costings for the 
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figures previously provided for this scheme based on the most recent participation figures at 
hand. [43483/19]

22/10/2019WRU04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sheep 
Welfare Scheme is part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme.  It should be noted that 
the rate paid per ewe is based on the cost incurred and the income forgone by the farmer in 
carrying out the actions chosen under the scheme, so that if the rate per ewe is to be increased, 
then the actions would have to be amended.  Any increase in the payment rate would require 
a formal amendment of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme to change the costings and 
actions agreed under the Scheme.  Any such amendment would have to be approved by the EU 
Commission.

Based on the number of eligible ewes that have received payment in the 2018 scheme year 
to date, taking account of criteria set down under the programme, please see the following 
breakdown of expenditure for each category of increase.

Rate per ewe Increase in funding required
10.5 €877,281
11 €1,754,561
11.5 €2,631,842
12 €3,509,122
12.5 €4,386,403
13 €5,263,683
13.5 €6,140,964
14 €7,018,244
14.5 €7,895,525
15 €8,772,805
15.5 €9,650,086
16 €10,527,366
16.5 €11,404,647
17 €12,281,927
17.5 €13,159,208
18 €14,036,488
18.5 €14,913,769
19 €15,791,049
19.5 €16,668,330
20 €17,545,610

22/10/2019WRU04500Departmental Agencies Data

22/10/2019WRU04600480. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the proposed current and capital allocation to each agency under his remit following budget 
2020; and the allocation made in his Department and in each agency under his remit towards 
hiring new staff. [43484/19]

22/10/2019WRU04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The capital 
and current allocations for each agency will be set out in the 2020 Revised Estimates Volume 
(REV) which will be published later this year.  

The overall exchequer pay allocation for my Department and its agencies for 2020 is set out 
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in the Expenditure Report as €280,280,000, an increase of 8% over the 2019 allocation.  This 
includes an allocation of €15,250,000 in respect of additional Brexit-related pay costs. 

22/10/2019WRU04800TB Eradication Scheme

22/10/2019WRU04900481. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43491/19]

22/10/2019WRU05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
terms and conditions of the TB Compensation scheme, On Farm Market Valuation (OFMV) is 
the main process used to value reactor animals.  Full details of the process involved are provid-
ed to all herdowners experiencing a TB breakdown. Once an animal has been deemed a reactor 
for TB, the herdowner chooses an independent valuer to value the animal. 

The person named had two separate valuations carried out on 26th April 2019 and 31st  May 
2019. On both occasions as per scheme guidelines, independent valuers from a national panel 
were selected by person named.  The valuations were conducted within the guidelines of the 
scheme, using the most current summary market prices along with the valuers own expertise 
to determine a value for each animal. The person named was given details of each valuation 
and accepted both valuations within the timeframes required. The person named did not appeal 
either valuation which is an option available to all herdowners, the process for which is also 
detailed in the guidelines booklet.  As a result, the valuation process has concluded and com-
pensation for affected animals has now been completed.

I can confirm that non-valuation aspects of this matter are currently being reviewed by my 
Department. It is expected that this matter will be concluded in the near future and my Depart-
ment will be in direct contact with the person named once a decision has been reached to inform 
them of the outcome of their case.

22/10/2019WRU05100Bord na gCon Inspections

22/10/2019WRU05200482. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a fully 
qualified veterinarian is present at each sports information services greyhound race at tracks 
here; if drug testing is performed on the racing greyhounds at these events; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43524/19]

22/10/2019WRU05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na 
gCon is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly 
to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

Bord na gCon (BnG) has informed me that fully qualified, designated veterinary surgeons 
are required to attend every race meeting at every greyhound track licensed by BnG, of which 
there are 16 in the country.

Random sampling is overseen by BnG Control Stewards at each race meeting, with samples 
then sent to the National Greyhound Laboratory (accredited by INAB) for examination.  Over 
4,100 such samples have been examined in the laboratory between January and September 
2019.



22 October 2019

207

22/10/2019WRU05400National Raised Bog Management Plan

22/10/2019WRU05500483. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
dedicated resources and expertise in relation to paludiculture available within his Department 
or State agencies under his remit; his plans to implement the recommendation regarding palu-
diculture research in chapter 8 of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action report; his 
views on the potential for paludiculture in the context of the new €5 million fund for wetlands 
restoration and rehabilitation as announced by Minister Bruton on 16 October 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43526/19]

22/10/2019WRU05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment recognises wetlands and peat soils as an important carbon pool in the Irish landscape. 
Reducing emissions by water table manipulation has the potential to significantly reduce GHG 
emissions from these soils and is a means to positively contribute to our climate change mitiga-
tion ambitions. This is an important part of Agriculture’s contribution to the emission reduc-
tions and is set out in the All of Government Climate Action Plan, released in June 2019, as 
highlighted in the targets set for the Agriculture, Forestry and Land-use sector.

The Climate Action Plan targets at least 40,000 hectares of carbon rich soils under agri-
cultural management for reduced intensity management as part of our commitment. Future 
research into the potential of rewetted peatlands to retain and sequester carbon while remaining 
in productive use will be led by Teagasc with input from Bord na Mona. 

Bord na Móna has already rehabilitated 15,000 hectares of peatland and is developing new 
plans that will involve the enhanced rehabilitation of a greater area of peatland by 2025. Bord 
na Mona has recently announced a €1.6 billion investment plan which includes an accelerated 
peatland rehabilitation programme and, while these activities will take place on non-agricultur-
al soils, my Department will be eager to learn from the knowledge gained by Bord na Mona`s 
efforts in this area.

The recently announced €5 million fund for bog restoration and rehabilitation, through Bud-
get 2020, is a matter for the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and will support the 
NPWS to restore 1,800 hectares of bog in 7 counties, resulting in 28 million tonnes of carbon 
stored over the next 5 years.

22/10/2019WRU05700Agrifood Sector

22/10/2019WRU05800484. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
names of the 400 stakeholders and delegates invited to attend the open policy debate on a strat-
egy for the agrifood sector to 2030 arranged for 16 October 2019. [43528/19]

22/10/2019WRU05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Delegates to 
the Open Policy Debate on the agri-food strategy to 2030 came from a variety of sectors and 
organisations, including primary producers, food and drinks companies, representative organi-
sations and associations of primary producers and food and drinks companies, artisan food pro-
ducers, forestry stakeholders, research and academic institutions, State Agencies, Government 
Departments, non-governmental organisations, farm input providers,  banking and financial 
institutions, technology companies, retailers and various other stakeholders across the agricul-
ture, food, forestry, marine and ancillary sectors.

In addition to invitees, registration was opened to the public from 4th  October 2019. 
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For data protection purposes, the names of the stakeholders and delegates invited cannot be 
released.

22/10/2019WRU06000Sheep Welfare Scheme Appeals

22/10/2019WRU06100485. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43568/19]

22/10/2019WRU06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for participation in Year 2 of the Sheep Welfare Scheme was received from the person 
named on the 23 January 2018.  In accordance with the scheme terms and conditions, the named 
individual was selected for an inspection and a penalty was applied following the outcome of 
the inspection.

An appeal on the findings of the inspection was received from the person named on the 22 
August 2019.  This appeal has recently been finalised and a letter to the person named will issue 
in the coming days. 

22/10/2019WRU06300Illegal Dumping

22/10/2019WRU06400486. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if his Department has discussed the utilisation of drones or similar technologies by 
local authorities to counteract illegal dumping; and if funding has been or will be provided to 
councils for this purpose. [42960/19]

22/10/2019WRU06500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In recognition of the impact of illegal dumping on communities across the country, 
my Department developed the Anti-Dumping Initiative to enable local authorities to identify 
high risk or problem areas, develop appropriate enforcement responses, including the use of 
drone technology, and carry out clean-up operations in conjunction with community organisa-
tions.  My Department provided funding of €1.2 million and €1.8 million to the Anti-Dumping 
Initiative in 2017 and 2018 respectively and a further allocation of €3 million has been made 
available this year to support over 280 projects across the country, many of which have in-
volved the purchase and utilisation of drone technology.

Details of this year’s allocations and the projects funded by the Anti-Dumping Initiative in 
both 2017 and 2018, including SMART enforcement initiatives utilising drones to target illegal 
dumping, can be accessed on my Department’s website at the following link:

www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/waste/enforcement/anti-dumping-initiative/
Pages/AntiDumpingInitiative.aspx.

22/10/2019WRU06600Question Heading for question(s)  487,508,511

22/10/2019WRU06700487. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated cost of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in each of the 
years 2020 to 2025, in tabular form. [43468/19]

22/10/2019WRU06800508. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment  the capital allocation for the National Broadband Plan in each of the years 2020 
to 2025, in tabular form. [43469/19]

22/10/2019WRU06900511. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated cost of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in years 1 to 5, in 
tabular form. [43541/19]

22/10/2019WRU07000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 487, 508 and 511 together.

The Government has allocated €119m in the budget for the initial roll out of the National 
Broadband Plan State Intervention in 2020, which is at present pending contract award. 

The multi-annual expenditure ceilings for Capital Expenditure for my Department are pub-
lished in the Budget 2020 Expenditure Report. The total capital expenditure ceiling for my 
Department for 2021 is €517m and for 2022 is €611m. The detailed allocations required for the 
NBP for 2021 and for subsequent years of the NBP, to deliver high speed broadband to over 
1.1 million people in the intervention area, will be settled in the context of the annual Estimates 
process.

22/10/2019WRU07100Broadband Service Provision

22/10/2019WRU07200488. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when a property (details supplied) will be connected to efibre broadband. [42925/19]

22/10/2019WRU07300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a Preferred Bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.  The premises referenced by the Deputy is 
in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which 
is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. 

Since the Government decision in May 2019 to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
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The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

22/10/2019WRU07400Superannuation Schemes

22/10/2019WRU07500489. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter raised in correspondence from a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42929/19]

22/10/2019WRU07600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under section 20 of the An Post Main Superannuation Scheme, such issues are a 
matter for determination by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. In that context, 
the matter in question has previously been referred by my officials to that Department for con-
sideration.

22/10/2019WRV00200Water and Sewerage Schemes

22/10/2019WRV00300490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has dealt with proposals to treat the entire sewerage intake for 
the eastern region and release as sludge into Lough Ennell, County Westmeath. [42937/19]

22/10/2019WRV00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the agency of my Department with the statutory remit 
for the conservation, protection and development of the inland fisheries resource. The involve-
ment of IFI in the matter referred to by the Deputy is confined to that remit.    I understand 
that Irish Water has overall responsibility for proposals to develop sewage sludge hubs and for 
compliance with relevant EU and domestic legislation in this regard. IFI was consulted as a 
notice party by Irish Water in relation to its preliminary plans for the development referred to 
in the Question.

IFI has already made a submission at the strategic environmental assessment scoping report 
stage carried out on behalf of Irish Water. This submission identified key issues from a fisheries 
perspective, principally: 

-  Water Quality,

-  Fish Spawning and Nursery Areas,

-  Ecosystem Structure and Functioning, 

-  Sport, Commercial Fishing and Angling,

-  Amenity and Recreational Areas.  IFI also recommended that consideration should be 
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given to watercourses outside formal EU designation which may hold species that are des-
ignated under the European Habitats Directive such as salmon and lamprey.IFI has recently 
received additional proposals from Irish Water and I am advised that a further submission will 
be prepared on all relevant fisheries related concerns and issues in connection with the proposed 
hubs in the study area. 

22/10/2019WRV00500Renewable Energy Generation Targets

22/10/2019WRV00600491. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress towards meeting the renewable heat obligation of Ireland under EU 
directives for 2020; if Ireland is on course to meet the target; the budget for the support scheme 
for renewable heat in 2019 and 2020; the number of applications received under the scheme to 
date; the number of grants awarded for 2019; the number of applications by county; his plans to 
address the delays in approving up to 40 eligible projects in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42943/19]

22/10/2019WRV00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The share of renewable energy in the heating sector in Ireland has risen from 2.4% 
in 2000 to 6.9% in 2017. Ireland has a binding EU target of 12% by 2020. The 2019 Climate 
Action Plan recognises the need to lift our ambition in regards to the use of renewable energy. 
The Plan contains a range of actions across different sectors of society in relation to the use 
of renewable energy, together with clear timelines for completion.   The Support Scheme for 
Renewable Heat has been developed to financially support the adoption of renewable heating 
systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating and other non-domestic heat 
users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System.The first phase of the scheme, an instal-
lation grant for heat pumps, opened for applications in September 2018. Following EU State 
aid approval, the second phase of the scheme, an operational support for biomass boilers and 
anaerobic digestion heating systems, opened for applications in June of this year. Under this 
phase of the scheme, eligible renewable energy technologies will be supported through a multi-
annual payment, for a period of up to 15 years, on the basis of prescribed tariffs. Under Project 
Ireland 2040, the National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 million for the roll-
out of the scheme for the period up to 2027. A capital allocation of €5 million was provided for 
the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat in 2019. As part of Budget 2020, a similar allocation 
of €5 million has been allocated for 2020.

Applications received are evaluated by SEAI, who administer the Support Scheme for Re-
newable Heat. To date a total of 53 applications have been received by SEAI. These are broken 
down as follows: Cork 10, Monaghan 7, Mayo 6, Tipperary 4, Waterford 3 Limerick 3 Donegal 
3, Cavan 3, Laois 2 and 1 each for Dublin, Clare, Offaly, Wexford, Sligo, Westmeath, Kilkenny, 
Meath, Carlow, Kerry, Wicklow and Kildare.

Prior to any projects being formally approved under the second phase of the scheme, an An-
nual Budget Cap must be set by me with the agreement of the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform. This is a financial safeguard that was included in the Government decision approv-
ing the scheme. It places an overall limit on the State’s annual expenditure in any given year 
and is one of a number of measures put in place based on lessons learned from similar schemes 
in other jurisdictions. Following Budget 2020, the Annual Budget Cap was set at €5 million. 

The first Letters of Offer under the second phase of the scheme were issued, by SEAI, on 16 
October. The process of evaluating and approving applications is now underway and I expect 
further Letters of Offer to issue from SEAI going forward.
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22/10/2019WRV00800Mobile Telephony Services

22/10/2019WRV00900492. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress to date for each of the 41 action points made in the mobile phone 
and broadband task force report published in December 2016 in which his Department has 
lead or joint responsibility for implementing following the third national stakeholder forum; if 
each such action point has been completed, not completed or is ongoing, respectively; and the 
revised deadlines for action points not delivered by the original timeframes set out in tabular 
form. [42989/19]

22/10/2019WRV01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, published in December 
2016, contained 40 actions aimed at accelerating the delivery of telecommunications infra-
structure by commercial operators and also at facilitating the rollout of the State led Interven-
tion under the National Broadband Plan.    An Implementation Review Report was published 
in February 2018 and provides a detailed account of progress made on all 40 of the actions 
included in the original report. The review shows that 29 of the actions were completed, or 
substantially completed, by the end of 2017, and 11 actions were carried forward to the 2018 
work programme. In addition to the actions carried over from 2017, a number of new actions 
were identified for inclusion in the 2018 work programme resulting in a total of 34 actions for 
delivery in 2018. 

A further Implementation Review was published on 21 February 2019 which details progress 
made on the 34 actions identified for delivery throughout 2018. Similarly, the 2018 Implemen-
tation Review Report identifies additional actions for inclusion in the 2019 work programme.

In addition to the above mentioned Implementation Review Reports, the Taskforce pub-
lishes quarterly progress reports. All reports, including both the 2017 and 2018 Implementation 
Reviews, can be accessed at www.dccae.gov.ie.

22/10/2019WRV01100National Broadband Plan Administration

22/10/2019WRV01200493. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date by which the contract for the State intervention area will be awarded un-
der the national broadband plan; and the approximate project build time from award of tender 
to construction and completion of all premises. [42992/19]

22/10/2019WRV01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.    Since the Gov-
ernment decision in May 2019 to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for the National Broad-
band Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to conclude the contract. 
This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected before the end of the 
year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
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in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

22/10/2019WRV01400National Broadband Plan Administration

22/10/2019WRV01500494. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of AMBER premises for the State intervention area under the national 
broadband plan; the number of BLUE premises to be covered by commercial operators; the 
number of LIGHT BLUE premises to be covered by county; the number of premises that have 
been connected under the plan for each such category by county in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42993/19]

22/10/2019WRV01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    In April 2017 my Department published 
an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map 
shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services 
and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the National Broadband 
Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable by address or Eircode. 

The following table details the percentage of premises to be covered by the State Interven-
tion and through commercial investment by county.

Townland Premises within 
the NBP Inter-
vention Area 

Premises within 
Commercial 
Operators Area 

Premises within 
eir’s 300k 
FTTH rural 
deployment 

Total

Carlow 7,892 20,045 167 28,104
Cavan 17,061 24,814 309 42,184
Clare 23,409 44,108 1,280 68,797
Cork 75,173 192,291 3,741 271,205
Donegal 34,180 66,800 1,085 102,065
Dublin 11,482 597,700 278 609,460
Galway 39,337 93,892 2,504 135,733
Kerry 28,795 58,969 1,921 89,685
Kildare 14,192 78,717 517 93,426
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Kilkenny 18,068 29,791 296 48,155
Laois 12,799 26,061 499 39,359
Leitrim 11,287 10,527 525 22,339
Limerick 21,970 74,160 1,757 97,887
Longford 8,216 13,931 221 22,368
Louth 8,789 52,385 382 61,556
Mayo 36,934 42,115 4,694 83,743
Meath 20,713 65,098 1,183 86,994
Monaghan 15,776 17,198 210 33,184
Offaly 12,444 24,260 347 37,051
Roscommon 18,517 19,898 794 39,209
Sligo 14,356 25,327 456 40,139
Tipperary 30,306 50,816 2,909 84,031
Waterford 16,676 45,006 308 61,990
Westmeath 12,031 32,255 270 44,556
Wexford 21,908 60,294 707 82,909
Wicklow 14,671 50,181 578 65,430
The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) publishes a quarterly report 

which highlight trends in the telecommunications industry. This includes the number of sub-
scriptions in Ireland to high speed broadband services by speed (e.g. download speeds of 30 
megabits per second) and by platform (fibre, cable, VDSL etc.). The latest report can be found 
at www.comreg.ie/publication/quarterly-key-data-report-q2-2019.

22/10/2019WRV01700Landfill Sites

22/10/2019WRV01800495. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of monofill landfill sites in operation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43011/19]

22/10/2019WRV01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Information in relation to the particular types of waste accepted at existing landfill 
sites, including details of waste accepted at such sites, are available on www.epa.ie.

22/10/2019WRV02000Recycling Data

22/10/2019WRV02100496. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment further to Parliamentary Question No. 2,220 of 23 July 2019, the specific measures 
under consideration to require on-site segregation of construction and demolition waste and 
materials under the EU circular economy package; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43012/19]

22/10/2019WRV02200497. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the obligations placed on construction companies to have site waste management plans 
and their obligations for dealing with construction and demolition waste; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43013/19]

22/10/2019WRV02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 496 and 497 together.
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As previously outlined in the response to the Parliamentary Question referred to by the 
Deputy, construction companies are required, under planning legislation, to prepare site Waste 
Management Plans which, inter alia,    outline the manner in which clients, planners, designers, 
contractors, sub-contractors and suppliers can act co-operatively in order to reduce construction 
and demolition (C&D) waste arisings and to improve the manner in which any waste generated 
is managed. 

Notwithstanding the above, my Department established a Construction Waste Resource 
Group in June 2018 comprising key Construction and Demolition sector and Waste sector 
stakeholders, including policy, regulatory and industry representatives to provide a valuable 
platform to discuss and monitor C&D waste issues, including how the sector can better pre-
vent and recycle C&D waste. Furthermore, Ireland must transpose the EU Circular Economy 
package by July 2020 and as part of this process my officials will examine the need for further 
specific measures concerning the on-site segregation of C&D waste / materials and this process 
will be informed by the work of the   Construction Waste Resource Group. 

In addition, a full public consultation on Ireland’s Circular Economy strategy will be 
launched before the end of this year and will seek views on all matters waste related, including 
those relevant to the construction sector.

22/10/2019WRV02500Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff Scheme

22/10/2019WRV02600498. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeframe for the publication of guidelines pertaining to the supply of energy 
to the national grid through solar energy and solar farms; and the details of the terms and condi-
tions which prospective suppliers must adhere to. [43091/19]

22/10/2019WRV02700504. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a specific allocation of 50% of available capacity 3,000 GWh in the first auction 
to solar PV will be committed. [43354/19]

22/10/2019WRV02800505. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that solar PV can deliver 5,000 MWac 
by 2030. [43355/19]

22/10/2019WRV02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 498, 504 and 505 together.

In order to deliver on the ambition set out in the Climate Action Plan, my Department is 
developing the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). The RESS has been designed 
within a competitive auction-based, cost effective framework and the scheme will provide for a 
renewable electricity (RES-E) ambition of 70% by 2030. 

Technology diversity, including solar PV and offshore wind, will occur naturally as the 
scheme matures and certain intervention levers may be used within each auction round to pro-
mote certain policy objectives such as community participation, community ownership and di-
versifying the renewable energy mix. Globally, the costs of renewable technologies are falling 
rapidly with Solar PV showing the most rapid falls in prices in recent years. 

The Climate Action Plan targets the delivery of indicative volumes of up to 1.5 GW of grid 
scale solar by 2030. Utility scale Solar energy farms will be critical to diversifying the renew-
able technology mix and to deliver gains through connecting hybrid renewable technologies. 
The volume of connected solar in 2030 may well exceed this target if prices continue to fall and 
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solar projects are successful in the RESS auctions. 

The terms and conditions of the RESS-1 auction will set out the process by which all com-
peting technologies including solar farms receive support for supplying energy to the national 
grid.

My Department held an industry briefing in September 2019 at which an overview of the 
RESS detailed design framework was provided, details of which are also available through my 
Department’s website. It is expected that the RESS 1 terms and conditions will be published in 
December 2019, subject to state aid approval by the European Commission.

22/10/2019WRV03000Energy Schemes Data

22/10/2019WRV03100499. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the funding used for SEAI grants; and the number of persons and households that 
gained funding or access to grants in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019 in cat-
egories (details supplied). [43166/19]

22/10/2019WRV03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department funds a number of schemes to support homeowners to improve the 
energy performance of their properties. These are administered by the Sustainable Energy Au-
thority of Ireland (SEAI).    Since 2000, over 400,000 homeowners have received direct support 
under these schemes to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. This year €100 million 
has been allocated to these schemes.

The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficien-
cy retrofits by 2030. Achievement of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 
allocation of €3.7 billion as well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.

Budget 2020 has allocated €146 million for retrofitting homes and businesses. This will sup-
port the upgrade of up to 24,000 properties in 2020. This record level of investment is an impor-
tant step towards realising the Government’s Climate Action Plan targets for building retrofits.

The following table below presents the number of grants availed of under each scheme in 
2017, 2018 and to date in 2019.

2017 2018 2019 (to 
end Sept)

Better 
Energy 
(BE) Pro-
gramme

No. of 
Homes

Amount No. of 
Homes

Amount No. of 
Homes

Amount

BE Homes 14,619 €16.3m 14,222 €17m 13,232 €15.8m
BE Warm-
er Homes

6,554 €19.7m 5,222 €31.8m 2,701 €28.7m

BE Com-
munities 
(Homes)

1,965 €22.7m 1,250 €19.9m 365 €6.2m

Warmth & 
Wellbeing

360 €6.5m 455 €12.26m 315 €6.9m
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Deep Ret-
rofit Pilot 

3 €861k* 211 €4.72m 53 €1.95m

*€861,000 spend in 2017relates to 3 completed homes and 37 partially completed.

There is also a wide range of supports available to incentivise the uptake of electric vehicles 
including SEAI grants, tax reliefs, accelerated capital allowances for businesses, low motor tax 
and discounted tolls. 

In August, I announced funding to support the rollout of up to 1,000 on-street public charge 
points for electric vehicles over the next 5 years. This is to cater mainly for electric vehicle own-
ers who rely on on-street parking as their primary means of parking near their homes. 

Budget 2020 will see €36 million allocated next year for these supports. Of this, €6 million 
will be provided to support charging infrastructure and €30 million allocated towards purchase 
grants.

The following table presents the number of grants availed of under the purchase grant and 
home charger schemes in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019. To date, there has been no expendi-
ture under the Electric Vehicle Public Charge Point Grant scheme.

2017 2018 2019 (to end 
Sept)

Electric 
Vehicles

No. of Grants Amount No. of Grants Amount No. of Grants Amount

Purchase 
Grants

908 €4,262,000 1,999 €9,133,600 3,815 €17,344,400

Home Char-
gers

n/a n/a 1,034 €621,000 1,943 €1,116,000

22/10/2019WRV03300Ministerial Meetings

22/10/2019WRV03400500. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he last met with waste providers; the date and location of the meeting; and 
the matters discussed. [43176/19]

22/10/2019WRV03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I recently hosted a high level consultative forum on developing a new National Waste 
strategy and to discuss how this new strategy can deliver the ambitious targets set out in the 
Climate Action Plan. The forum took place on Monday 16th September 2019.

The forum was attended by a number of representatives from the waste industry, local au-
thorities, waste collectors, household representative groups and NGOs.

At this forum I announced that a new waste strategy which will ban single-use plastic plates, 
cutlery, straws, balloon sticks, cotton bud sticks, polystyrene cups and food containers; intro-
duce fees on non-recyclable plastics, like on food packaging in supermarkets; halve food waste; 
end the use of non-recyclable plastic; double the rate of recycled material used; increase the 
recycling rate of plastic packaging by 60%; cut dependence on landfill by 60%.

22/10/2019WRV03600Energy Infrastructure

22/10/2019WRV03700501. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
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vironment if the inclusion of the Shannon LNG project on the PCI list agreed on 4 October 
2019 is the finalised list of PCI projects; if the decision for its inclusion on the PCI list has to 
be finally ratified; if so, when this decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43246/19]

22/10/2019WRV03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan sets out the actions we need to take to achieve our 2030 
targets, to make our homes warmer, our air cleaner and to secure a sustainable, resilient Ireland 
for future generations. Under the Climate Action Plan we will:    · Fully exit from peat and coal 
to generate electricity 

· Move from 30% renewable electricity today to 70% renewable electricity by 2030. 

In making these critical changes, energy sustainability and security must be reviewed. 

The European Commission is continuing its preparation of the fourth Union list of projects 
of common interest in energy in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 on guidelines 
for trans-European energy infrastructure. 

At the meeting of 4 October 2019 which considered the 4th PCI list, Ireland enquired from 
the EU Commission whether the implications of importing LNG to the European Union, from 
conventional and unconventional fracked sources, have been examined in terms of a sustain-
able, secure and competitive European energy policy. The Commission advised that it had 
launched a study on methane emissions and agreed with the need to link gas imports to the 
objective of a climate neutral economy. 

Shannon LNG has been designated as a Project of Common Interest (PCI) for 6 years since 
2013. While Ireland has continued to support the inclusion of the Shannon LNG Project on 
the 4th PCI list, I have made it clear that the Government will not consider any application for 
EU Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) funding for any LNG project until a security of supply 
review has been completed and considered by the Government and the Dáil, and only if the 
projects in question are consistent with national and EU climate policy objectives. 

As I previously advised the House, I have initiated the process of commissioning a compre-
hensive independent energy security review in the context of the transition to a carbon neutral 
economy. The review, which will be completed during 2020, will examine the fuel mix neces-
sary, including the role of gas in electricity generation, interconnection and battery storage as 
back-up for renewables, to ensure security of supply.

22/10/2019WRV03900Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRV04000502. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 
2018 to 1 January 2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each 
service engagement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43309/19]

22/10/2019WRV04100503. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his De-
partment from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [43326/19]

22/10/2019WRV04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 503 together.  
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My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across critical and 
strategic sectors of the Irish economy. The technical, commercial, legal complexity and evolv-
ing nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires access from time to time to 
external professional expertise to assist in discharging its functions. 

A breakdown of the Admin VII - Consultancy Services, Value for Money and Policy Review   
subhead costs incurred by my Department in 2018 are shown in the following table. There were 
no value for money or policy reviews carried out in 2018.

Supplier Reason for Service Engage-
ment

2018 Cost €

Quadra Advice on the implementa-
tion of a health and safety 
management system for the 
Department

5,596

NTMA Financial and commercial 
advice and assistance

152,213

Audit Committee Audit Committee - Fees to 
External Members for meet-
ing attendance

4,155

ASM (B) Ltd Internal Audit Services 32,502
Dept of Rural and Commu-
nity Development

Department’s contribution 
towards a shared consul-
tancy with the Department 
of Rural and Community 
Development in relation to 
digital assets/strategies for 
Local Government 

57,403

Analysys Mason Ltd Provision of Technical Sup-
port

4,570

Indecon Review of the policy under-
pinning the National Digital 
Research Centre

12,779

ESRI Co-funding with the Com-
mission for Communication 
Regulation for a three year 
“Programme of Research in 
Communications” (2016-
2018) by the ESRI

75,000

Charles River Associates Independent economic 
analysis to support the 
Department in relation to 
Judicial Review proceedings 
2017/256 

297,795

M.CO Review of the Better Energy 
Communities Scheme 

34,594

William Fry Legal advice provided on 
the position and future of the 
Energy Efficiency Fund

12,229
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Supplier Reason for Service Engage-
ment

2018 Cost €

2B Energy, Elimark AB & 
Dr. Keith R Bell

Provision of an Independent 
Study to Examine the Tech-
nical Feasibility and Cost of 
Undergrounding the North-
South Interconnector

36,334

Spread Select Ltd Study on the Levels of Com-
pensation Provided to Land 
and Property Owners in 
Proximity to High-Voltage 
Transmission Lines

23,763

KPMG Study and report on the 
wider costs and benefits of 
gas network extensions, 
including possible climate 
and decarbonisation aspects, 
as well as regional and rural 
development benefits

208,878

Reidy Brophy Limited Provision of Services relat-
ing to the facilitation of 
an Oil Supply Disruption 
Exercise 

20,754

Astrid Consulting Consultancy services for the 
establishment of a method-
ology for assessment of fi-
nancial indemnity/insurance 
of petroleum authorisation 
holders and the subsequent 
assessment of drilling ap-
plications

23,327

RPS Consulting Engineers Environmental assessments 
of decommissioning applica-
tions

55,138

Arthur Cox Legal advice in respect of 
Shell’s divestment of interest 
in Corrib gas field

124,608

PKF O’Connor, Leddy & 
Holmes Limited

Financial Advice in respect 
of Shell’s divestment of in-
terest from Corrib Gas Field

30,135

Botanical Environmental 
Consultants (BEC)

Provision of Consultancy 
Services in respect of as-
sistance with statutory as-
sessment of Environmental 
Statements and Natura Im-
pact Statements and Explo-
ration Drilling applications

15,983

Ramboll UK Ltd Environmental expertise for 
monitoring of Corrib Gas 
pipeline Consent Conditions

72,052
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Supplier Reason for Service Engage-
ment

2018 Cost €

Arthur Cox Solicitor Legal advice in respect Ju-
dicial Review of Consent to 
Operate Corrib pipeline

7,334

Selgovia Ltd Petroleum engineering con-
sultancy

104,513

International Institute for 
Applied Systems Analysis

Peer review of analysis pa-
per on national smoky coal 
ban

5,412

In procuring these specialist services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for 
money and that these services contribute to project delivery and informed, robust and evidence-
based policy making.

  Questions Nos. 504 and 505 answered with Question No. 498.

22/10/2019WRV04600Broadband Service Provision

22/10/2019WRV04700506. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the broadband service being provided to persons (details supplied) will be in-
vestigated; and when high-speed broadband will be available to the location. [43397/19]

22/10/2019WRV04800509. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the broadband service being provided to a person (details supplied) will be in-
vestigated; and when high-speed broadband will be made available. [43490/19]

22/10/2019WRV04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 506 and 509 together. 

Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed broadband 
– no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to approve the ap-
pointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, Ireland will 
become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have the same 
digital opportunities as those in urban areas. 

The premises referenced by the Deputy in his questions are in the AMBER area on the Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the 
proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

Since the Government decision in May 2019 to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. 

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
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online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

22/10/2019WRV05000Electric Vehicle Grants

22/10/2019WRV05100507. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if the deadline for the discontinuation of the €3,800 electric vehicle purchase grants for 
businesses will be extended in view of the fact that there are waiting lists for electric cars that 
will not be physically delivered until 2020 and some businesses have signed contracts and made 
applications to the SEAI for grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43406/19]

22/10/2019WRV05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The electric vehicle purchase grant provides grant aid of up to €5,000 towards the 
purchase of a new battery electric vehicle or new plug-in hybrid electric vehicle. From the 
introduction of the scheme to the end of September 2019, grant support has been provided for 
the purchase of a total of 8,450 new vehicles to the value of almost €39 million. To date this 
year, over €17 million has been provided to support the purchase of 3,815 new electric vehicles.    
Budget 2020 will see €36 million allocated next year for electric vehicles supports. Of this, €6 
million will be provided to support charging infrastructure and €30 million allocated towards 
purchase grants. As the whole life costs of electric vehicles reduce, the targeting of Government 
grant support must be adjusted to reflect this. Accordingly, the grant of up to €3,800 for busi-
nesses purchasing a new electric car will be discontinued. Businesses could continue to apply 
for this grant until today provided the vehicle is registered in 2019. However, I do not intend to 
extend this support beyond the end of this year. 

Businesses purchasing electric vans can continue to avail of the grant. In addition, there is a 
generous benefit-in-kind tax relief available to support the purchase of battery electric vehicles 
by businesses. In Budget 2020, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform 
announced the Government’s intention to extend this relief to 2022. 

SEAI issues purchase grant approvals with a maximum four month period of validity. At the 
start of September SEAI notified dealers, who apply for grants on behalf of the purchaser, that 
applications would only be accepted for vehicles registered in 2019. All letters of offer issued 
from that point were valid until the end of 2019 only. Dealers were notified that applications 
would not open for vehicles to be registered in 2020 until October and no offer letters have been 
issued that are valid beyond the end of 2019. Purchase grant applications will open for vehicles 
to be registered in 2020 from tomorrow, 23 October.

  Question No. 508 answered with Question No. 487.

  Question No. 509 answered with Question No. 506.

UN Conventions Ratification

22/10/2019WRV05450510. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason Ireland has not ratified the protocol to the 1979 Convention on Long-
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Range Transboundary Air Pollution to abate acidification, eutrophication and ground level 
ozone which Ireland signed on 1 December 1999; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43510/19]

22/10/2019WRV05475Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on 
Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP Convention) was signed in 1979 by 32 
countries, including Ireland, and entered into force in 1983. It has since been extended by 
eight protocols that identify specific measures to be taken by Parties to cut their emissions of 
air pollutants, including the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication 
and Ground-level Ozone, which Ireland signed on 1 December 1999.    This Protocol set na-
tional emission ceilings for 2010 up to 2020 for four pollutants: sulphur (SO2), nitrogen oxides 
(NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and ammonia (NH3). It was amended in 2012, 
when Fine Particulate Matter was added to the list of pollutants, and new targets were set for 
2020. The 2020 targets were given effect in EU law by way of the National Emissions Ceilings 
Directive 2016/2284 (‘the NEC Directive’) which also goes beyond the scope of the Protocol 
by establishing emissions targets for 2030. Ireland transposed the NEC Directive by the enact-
ment of the European Union (National Emissions Ceilings) Regulations 2018 (SI 232/2018). 

Other requirements of the Protocol (for example in relation to combustion plants, and VOC 
emissions from aerosols and paints) are given effect in EU law by other EU Directives which 
have all been transposed into Irish law.

Compliance by Ireland with the terms of the Protocol will be achieved, prior to ratification, 
through compliance with this suite of EU legislation and the respective Irish transposing regula-
tions. 

  Question No. 511 answered with Question No. 487.

22/10/2019WRV05600National Broadband Plan Administration

22/10/2019WRV05700512. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a new access network will impact on the subsidy provided for the national 
broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43542/19]

22/10/2019WRV05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under EU State Aid guidelines, it is a requirement that Member States thoroughly 
evaluate commercial plans so as to ensure that State Aid is confined to areas of well-defined 
market failure, where commercial investment is unlikely to occur in the near future. My De-
partment recently consulted publicly to close the National Broadband Plan ongoing mapping 
exercise, seeking submissions from operators who wish to have their existing high speed broad-
band networks, or who have developed plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over 
the next 7 years, to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map (available at 
www.broadband.gov.ie). Over 180 submissions have been received from a variety of stakehold-
ers, including 30 from large and small telecoms operators, with the remainder from local au-
thority broadband officers and members of the public.   Operator submissions will be assessed 
against the Department’s published assessment criteria. Operators submitting planned invest-
ments were required to sign a declaration that they would enter into a Commitment Agreement 
with the Department if their plans satisfied the assessment criteria and were accepted by the 
Department as being concrete and credible. 

The findings of the consultation will ensure that the State Intervention Area is up to date and 
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reflects commercial operators’ plans and the responses from householders and businesses, in 
advance of a contract being signed later this year. This will be an important element in conclud-
ing the State Aid approval process with the EU Commission.

22/10/2019WRV05900National Broadband Plan Administration

22/10/2019WRV06000513. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a recent settlement and agreement to consult on the matter of the appropriate 
level of costs for FTTH connections will impact on the subsidy for the national broadband plan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43543/19]

22/10/2019WRV06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Following the settlement reached between the independent regulator ComReg and 
Sky Ireland Limited (“Sky”) in respect of proceedings related to aspects of ComReg Decision 
D10/18, I understand that ComReg has confirmed that it plans to publish (Q1 2020) a consul-
tation that will, inter-alia, address the design and costs associated with the provision of fibre 
access network, and prices for a number of existing access products. According to ComReg, 
the consultation will consider the appropriate level of costs of FTTH connections and migra-
tions.    The requirements relating to the cost to connect premises in the NBP intervention area 
are governed by the NBP contract. The standard wholesale connection charge that will apply in 
the case of a connection for a house or business to the NBP network will be a one-off charge of 
€100 (ex VAT). As is the norm with connection charges for access to wholesale networks such 
as the NBP network, National Broadband Ireland will charge the retail service provider (such 
as eir, Vodafone, Sky, Imagine etc) this fee and it will be a matter for the retailer as to whether 
or not it passes this one-off cost to the consumer. 

22/10/2019WRV06200National Broadband Plan Implementation

22/10/2019WRV06300514. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of e-fibre broadband to a premises (details supplied) which is subject to 
the provision of the State-led intervention under the national broadband plan; when it is envis-
aged that e-fibre broadband will be available at this location; the status of the deployment of 
the national broadband plan in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43590/19]

22/10/2019WRV06400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.  The specific premises referenced by the 
Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie  . The AMBER 
areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

With regard to Co Tipperary the table below sets out, as of Quarter 2 2019, the number of 
premises in Co Tipperary where access to a high speed broadband connection is, or will be, 
delivered by commercial operators (BLUE/LIGHT BLUE) and those where access to this vital 
service will be delivered under the State led intervention (AMBER)

.
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County Premises within 
the NBP Inter-
vention Area 

Premises within 
Commercial 
Operator’s Area 

Premises within 
eir planned rural 
deployment

Total

Tipperary 30,306 (36.07%) 50,816 (60.47%) 2,909 (3.46%) 84,031
Since the Government decision in May 2019 to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 

the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once 
the contract is signed. In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 
23 BCPs will be deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed 
broadband service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital 
work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

22/10/2019WRV06500National Broadband Plan Administration

22/10/2019WRV06600515. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the contract for the national broadband plan will be signed to deliver 
on the commitment to provide high-speed broadband to 550,000 homes and businesses; the 
timeline for the provision of broadband to all 550,000 homes and businesses from the signing of 
the contract to completion of roll out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43613/19]

22/10/2019WRV06700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The Bidder will commence the deployment of the network shortly 
after that.   The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points will be de-
ployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 Broadband Connection Points 
will be deployed in each county. Broadband Connection Points will provide a community based 
high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establish-
ment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 



Questions - Written Answers

226

bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses, with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

22/10/2019WRW00200Environmental Protection Agency Remit

22/10/2019WRW00300516. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has reviewed a judgment (details supplied); his plans to intro-
duce primary legislation to deal with the issues raised therein; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [43615/19]

22/10/2019WRW00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The judgment of 20 September 2019 referred to by the Deputy set aside both S.I. No. 
4 of 2019 and S.I. No. 12 of 2019, which were enacted by my Department and the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government respectively, and which jointly sought to make 
the Environmental Protection Agency the single competent authority for peat extraction over 
30 hectares in Ireland.  Both Departments are giving the judgment, and potential responses on 
the part of Government, detailed consideration and have sought legal advice from the Office of 
the Attorney General. That formal advice has now been received and will inform both Depart-
ment’s deliberations on next steps.

22/10/2019WRW00500Litter Pollution

22/10/2019WRW00600517. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated amount it would cost in 2020 if the budget for local authority anti-
litter anti-graffiti awareness grant increased by 50%; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43623/19]

22/10/2019WRW00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Local Authority Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme (ALAGS) 
aims to assist local authorities in their efforts to raise awareness of the litter and graffiti prob-
lems in their respective functional areas.   Local Authorities are responsible for selecting suit-
able anti-litter awareness projects for funding and deciding on the grant allocations in individ-
ual cases. These should seek to promote greater public awareness and education in relation to 
litter and graffiti and should, as far as possible, have a particular focus on voluntary initiatives 
by community and environmental groups, and on involving schools and young people in anti-
litter and anti-graffiti action.

My role as Minister is to provide an appropriate legislative and national policy framework 
through which the issue of litter can be addressed. The Litter Pollution Act 1997 provides the 
statutory framework to combat litter pollution. Under the Act, the primary management and 
enforcement responsibility rests with the local authorities.

The 2019 allocation from my Department towards ALAGS is €771,500. The additional cost 
of increasing this contribution by a further 50% would be in the order of €385,750.

22/10/2019WRW00800Road Improvement Schemes
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22/10/2019WRW00900518. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the funding application for a walkway on Ardfinann Bridge, County Tipperary; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [43300/19]

22/10/2019WRW01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is a matter for the Council.

Given the limited funding available for the Specific Grant Programme,  all applications 
received from local authorities for specific grant allocations have to be assessed taking into ac-
count competing projects and the available budget with a view to maximising value for money 
and meeting Government strategic objectives, where possible.

An allocation of €400,000 was given to Tipperary this year for repair works on Ardfinnan 
Bridge and these works have been completed recently. 

Grant allocations for 2020 will be notified to local authorities early next year.

22/10/2019WRW01100Public Transport

22/10/2019WRW01200519. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address a matter (details supplied) regarding a local link. [42922/19]

22/10/2019WRW01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for integrated 
local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, which now 
operates under the ‘Local Link’ brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
10 working days.

22/10/2019WRW01400Cycling Facilities Funding

22/10/2019WRW01500520. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
breakdown of the €61 million which it was asserted (details supplied) was spent on cycling 
infrastructure in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42948/19]

22/10/2019WRW01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Budget 2019 provid-
ed a total allocation of approximately €61million to the two principal active travel programmes 
and the Greenways programme.  The breakdown of those allocations was approximately €48 
million toward active travel and €13 million toward greenways.

These allocations are used for the delivery of projects under these multi-annual capital ex-
penditure programmes.  The timing of expenditure on individual projects within programmes 
such as these are, by their nature, dependent on a number of variables and each year the major-
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ity of the allocated funding tends to be drawn down toward the year end.  Following each year, 
overall programme expenditure is reported publicly and to the Oireachtas through the Depart-
ment’s audited Appropriation Account.

The Deputy will be aware that allocations made available under these specific funding pro-
grammes do not capture all public expenditure dedicated to active travel (or leisure-orientated 
walking and cycling), as it also benefits from funding provided under BusConnects, the roads 
programmes, the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, the Rural Regeneration and De-
velopment Fund and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, and from the tax incentive 
available under the Bike-to-Work Scheme.

22/10/2019WRW01700Cycling Facilities Funding

22/10/2019WRW01800521. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
breakdown of the €114 million which was asserted (details supplied) will be spent on cycling 
infrastructure in 2020. [42949/19]

22/10/2019WRW01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am aware that there 
has been some confusion in relation to the allocations provided under Budget 2020 toward ac-
tive travel and greenways development.

Budget 2020 has allocated €91million to the two principal active travel funding programmes 
which are administered through the National Transport Authority. This is a significant increase 
on Budget 2019’s allocation of €48million toward the same two programmes.

Separately there is also a €23million allocation for the Greenways programme, which sup-
ports leisure-orientated walking and cycling.  This is a significant increase on Budget 2019’s 
allocation of €13million toward the same programme.

Together these three funding programmes total €114million next year, and that includes the 
€9million additional allocation, split evenly across active travel and greenways programmes, 
which arises from the introduction of carbon tax measures. 

The Deputy will be aware that allocations made available under these funding programmes  
do not capture all public expenditure dedicated to active travel (or leisure-orientated walking and 
cycling);  it also benefits from funding provided under BusConnects, the roads programmes, the 
Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme and from the tax incentive available under 
the Bike-to-Work Scheme.

I have no doubt the Deputy welcomes these increased allocations and looks forward, as I do, 
to the delivery of a number of important projects across the country in 2020.

22/10/2019WRW02000Public Transport Data

22/10/2019WRW02100522. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of drivers and-or transport vehicle operators that failed alcohol and drugs tests over 
past three years to date in 2019 in Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann, Irish Rail, Luas and at companies 
awarded contracts to operate public transport services; the nature of the sanctions imposed on 
those that have failed such tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42961/19]

22/10/2019WRW02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the individual transport operators and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to them for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.

22/10/2019WRW02300Taxi Regulations

22/10/2019WRW02400523. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of taxi and or limousine drivers that failed alcohol and-or drugs tests over past three 
years to date in 2019 while delivering their services; the nature of the sanctions imposed on 
those that have failed such tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42962/19]

22/10/2019WRW02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

22/10/2019WRW02600Departmental Communications

22/10/2019WRW02700524. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide a copy of all communications to and from his Department with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland in October, November and December 2018. [42966/19]

22/10/2019WRW02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I wish to be as helpful 
as possible to you in addressing the issue raised.  However, given the extent of the information 
requested and the tight timeframe for answering a Parliamentary Question (PQ), it will not pos-
sible to provide the requested information in the context of this PQ.  

My Department would be happy to facilitate and assist you with your request through the 
normal channel for this type of query which is the Freedom of Information Act 2014.

22/10/2019WRW02900Road Improvement Schemes

22/10/2019WRW03000525. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an appli-
cation submitted under the specific improvement grant scheme by Westmeath County Council 
in the context of the circular management and appraisal of regional and local road strategic and 
specific road improvements programme will be expedited (details supplied). [42976/19]

22/10/2019WRW03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant County or 
City Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is a matter for each Council.

Before the financial crisis, local authorities could apply on a regular basis for grants for 
Specific Improvement Grants for the strengthening, widening or realignment of rural roads, 



Questions - Written Answers

230

including bridges, where the proposed scheme cost generally less than €5 million. However, 
the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the crisis meant this grant scheme had to be 
curtailed after 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what 
was required to adequately maintain the regional and local road network. 

Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network 
but it will take time to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and renewal of the 
network. For this reason there is limited scope at present for funding projects under the Specific 
Grant Programme.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under this Grant Programme 
are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis.  All projects put forward by local 
authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code 
and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework and it is important for local authorities to 
prioritise projects within their overall area of responsibility with these requirements in mind. 
Westmeath County Council have submitted an application for funding under the Specific Im-
provement Grant for the Saunders Pedestrian and Cycleway Bridge Project in Mullingar, Co 
Westmeath.

As required under the capital project appraisal process Westmeath County Council has also 
submitted a Preliminary Appraisal in relation to this project. Once that appraisal is assessed, 
taking into account other competing projects and the overall roads budget, my Department will 
respond to Westmeath County Council.

22/10/2019WRW03200Departmental Reports

22/10/2019WRW03300526. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress to date for each of the 41 action points made in the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
report published in December 2016 in which his Department has lead or joint responsibility for 
implementing following the third National Stakeholder Forum; if each such action point has 
been completed, not completed or is ongoing, respectively; and the revised deadlines for action 
points not delivered by the original timeframes set out in tabular form. [42988/19]

22/10/2019WRW03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My colleague the 
Minister for Rural and Community Development is responsible for overseeing the Mobile 
Phone and Broadband Taskforce and I understand is replying to the Deputy outlining the cur-
rent position in relation to the ‘Action Points’ collated by the Taskforce.

22/10/2019WRW03500Public Transport Data

22/10/2019WRW03600527. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of tram sets operating on the Luas green line; the number, length and passenger capacity of 
type 401 and 402 trams operating on the line; the number of type 401 and 402 trams that have 
been lengthened; the number of type 502 tram sets operating on the line; the passenger capac-
ity of the type 502 tram; the number of type 502 tram sets on order but not delivered to date; 
the date by which it is expected that each of 502 tram sets will be delivered; the date by which 
they are expected to be in service; the number of 55 m tram sets expected to be in service at the 
end of 2020; the planned percentage increase in passenger capacity of trams operating on the 
Luas green line over the period 2019 to 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43056/19]



22 October 2019

231

22/10/2019WRW03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including Luas.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

22/10/2019WRW03800Driver Licences

22/10/2019WRW03900528. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
UK driver licence holders cannot carry over entitlements onto an Irish driver licence, namely, 
code 1 within the D1 category for driving a minibus that is not for hire or reward; if his attention 
has been drawn to the potential impact on drivers here including parents of large families that 
require a minibus for personal use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43057/19]

22/10/2019WRW04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are a number 
of situations where a person exchanging a UK driving licence might not get all the categories 
carried forward to the Irish licence.

Under EU law, an application for a truck or bus licence (categories C’s and D’s) must be 
accompanied by a completed medical report. If a person with the relevant truck or bus category 
on their UK licence attends at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) Centre without the 
relevant medical report, they will be given the option to sign a form stating that they do not wish 
the categories to be exchanged. The applicant can request the categories be re-instated on their 
Irish licence by presenting a medical report.

Some UK categories known as ‘National Categories’ [similar to our category W for tractors] 
only apply in the UK and they are not exchangeable. For example, in the UK if you passed your 
test for category B (car) before 1 January 1997, your licence would show entitlement to C1 and 
C1E (trucks) and D1 and D1E (bus) categories. These categories are given with restrictions 
identified by codes. 

The C1E category with a restriction code 107 on it entitles the driver to drive a C1E vehicle 
provided the combined weight of the trailer and the towing vehicle does not exceed 8.25 tonnes/
kg. In Ireland the combined weight of the C1E is 12 tonne/kg. Therefore we do not have an 
equivalent to exchange this category for. The D1 and D1E categories with a restriction code 1 
or 101 on it only allows the driver to drive a vehicle not for hire or reward. We do not have the 
corresponding category as so cannot exchange it.

22/10/2019WRW04100Public Transport Data

22/10/2019WRW04200529. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the amount of carbon used in public transport per year; the carbon tax liability on same; the 
estimated cost of the increase in carbon tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43129/19]

22/10/2019WRW04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and aggregate Exchequer funding of 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority has statutory responsibility for securing 
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the provision of Public Service Obligation (PSO) bus and rail services throughout the State.  
In light of the NTA’s responsibility in relation to PSO services, I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the NTA for direct response;  please contact my Office if you do not receive a re-
sponse within 10 working days.

As set out by my colleague the Minister for Finance in Budget 2020, the increase in carbon 
tax from €20 to €26 per tonne is expected to raise €90 million in total in 2020, all of which will 
be allocated to fund new climate action measures, including some in the transport area.

This is in addition to the substantial investments - some €8.6 billion under the National De-
velopment Plan - that we are making to expand the capacity of the public transport fleet, so that 
it can carry more passengers, and that more people can use sustainable modes of transport such 
as bus and rail for more of their journeys.

We are also moving to ‘green’ the public transport sector by moving away from fossil fuels 
and transition to alternative fuels such as electricity or biomethane.  Over time, this will reduce 
the level of fossil fuel purchased (and carbon tax paid) by our public transport providers, al-
though it should be noted that buses currently account for less than 3% of land transport fuel 
use and emissions.

This is why I am maintaining a strong focus on expanding the carrying capacity of our pub-
lic transport system over the coming years.  That is how we can really help address the largest 
sustainability challenge in the transport sector - which is shifting more journeys from private 
motoring towards suitable alternatives in public transport and active travel.  Our vision is to 
build up our public transport and active travel system to move more people to more places for 
more of their journeys.

22/10/2019WRW04400Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2019WRW04500530. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
expenditure of his Department from 1 January to 31 August 2019 under the heading of B8.5, 
cycling and walking. [43172/19]

22/10/2019WRW04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, funding provided under this subhead is in relation to capital expenditure programmes 
and is part of a multi-annual capital funding programme.

The timing of expenditure on programmes such as this is by its nature dependent on a num-
ber of variables and therefore monthly or quarterly expenditure must be viewed within that 
context.

It is the case that each year the majority of funding is drawn down toward the year end and 
overall reporting on programme expenditure is then made available through the Department’s 
publicly available annual Appropriation Accounts and related reports to, and appearances be-
fore, the Oireachtas.

22/10/2019WRW04700Departmental Funding

22/10/2019WRW04800531. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment provides funding to a body (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43188/19]
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22/10/2019WRW04900532. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment has provided funding for an event (details supplied) which is due to take place here in 
April 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43189/19]

22/10/2019WRW05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 and 532 together.

My Department’s role in relation to tourism is primarily to develop national tourism policy.  
The implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland and Tour-
ism Ireland, as well as other bodies.  

With regard to events, Ireland’s hosting of international participative and spectator events 
brings overseas visitors and associated revenues to the country and often also provides a media 
platform to showcase our qualities as an event destination.  Accordingly, I am very supportive 
of the ongoing efforts of the tourism agencies to attract and support such events.  Although my 
Department provides funding to the agencies, the question of State financial support for specific 
events is a matter for agency decision, based on their assessment of a detailed business case and 
the costs and benefits accruing.

With specific regard to the event and organisation mentioned by the Deputy, I have asked 
Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy with information on any tourism-related supports 
available from it.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten 
working days.

22/10/2019WRW05200Sports Capital Programme Applications

22/10/2019WRW05300533. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a sports capital application for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43220/19]

22/10/2019WRW05400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme  seeking a total of €162m in funding.

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
were given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of 
the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the 
detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks 
before allocations are announced.

22/10/2019WRW05500Sports Capital Programme
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22/10/2019WRW05600534. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will announce the latest allocations of sports capital funding. [43290/19]

22/10/2019WRW05700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme seeking a total of €162m in funding.

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.  Work is now underway in assessing the 
remaining applications for capital works.

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
were given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of 
the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the 
detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks 
before allocations are announced. 

As soon as allocations have been made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects 
of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible improvements for the future. This 
review will include consideration of the timing and scale of the next round of the Programme.

22/10/2019WRW05800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRW05900535. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43322/19]

22/10/2019WRW06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department pub-
lishes information on all expenditure on external services on a six monthly basis each year.  
The information on consultancy service providers requested by the Deputy is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link:

 https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/30ae9c-expenditure-on-external-services/

22/10/2019WRW06100Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRW06200536. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 January 
2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43339/19]

22/10/2019WRW06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In the period in ques-
tion, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport conducted one Value for Money and 
Policy Review of the Tourism Marketing Fund.

The review arose from an action included in the Tourism Action Plan 2016-2018 and con-
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sidered the fund over an eleven-year period from 2006 to 2016 inclusive, evaluating it for its 
relevance, efficiency and effectiveness and making a number of recommendations around its 
future implementation. The review has been completed should be published before the end of 
the year. 

Following a competition to secure consultancy services through an OGP framework, a con-
sultancy firm was awarded a contract in July 2017 to assist my Department with the with the 
review. The total value of this contract was €64,575 (excluding VAT).

Additionally, during early 2018, surveying and baselining analysis was conducted on the 
Sports Capital Programme, with preliminary findings published as part of the Spending Review 
that July. This work serves as the basis for a forthcoming review which will be recommenced 
with another data collection exercise in early 2020.

22/10/2019WRW06400Departmental Expenditure

22/10/2019WRW06500537. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 142 of 9 October 2019, the details on the measures or items the 
€8.77 million in incidental expenses was spent on; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43344/19]

22/10/2019WRW06600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Incidental expens-
es incurred by my Department between 1st January 2018 and 1st January 2019 amounted to 
€8.77m and are detailed in the following table:

 Legal Settlements & Costs *     €6,812,259.29
 Incidentals Other **     €1,140,510.72
 Cleaning        €196,174.96
 Annual Subscriptions & Licence Fees       €130,840.82
 Security          €95,888.34
 Health & Safety          €84,193.29
 Conferences          €55,199.07
 Accident Investigation          €50,737.70
 Entertainment & Catering Costs***          €42,700.23
 Printing Expenses          €34,520.28
 Newspapers, Books, Trade Journals          €29,735.92
 Non-Departmental Staff Costs          €24,929.51
 Advertising          €19,506.02
 Printing Expenses          €14,396.51
 Incidental Taxis/Buses          €13,196.86
 Translation services            €8,811.81
 Couriers            €7,781.36
 Photography Costs            €3,967.18
 Bank Charges            €3,865.25
 Office Supplies            €1,768.87
 OCR and Staff Engagement            €1,000.00
 Total      €8,771,983.99
   *      Legal Settlements & Costs include €6.7m  related to the settlement of a long running 



Questions - Written Answers

236

legal case.

**   Incidentals include costs such as publications, research, equipment, professional fees 
and  pension costs. 

*** Entertainment and catering costs are in line with Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport’s polices.

22/10/2019WRW06700Road Improvement Schemes

22/10/2019WRW06800538. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeline of works for the Coonagh to Knockalisheen Road, County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43373/19]

22/10/2019WRW06900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

Under Project Ireland 2040 my Department is committed, subject to necessary approvals, to 
providing grant funding towards the cost of 12 significant capital road improvement schemes 
on non national roads and the upgrade of the Coonagh to Knockalisheen road is one of these 
schemes.  Implementation of the scheme is the responsibility of Limerick City and County 
Council.  I understand that construction of the main scheme is expected to start in 2020.

22/10/2019WRW07000Road Projects Status

22/10/2019WRW07100539. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
new Westport to Turlough road will begin construction; and when it is estimated to be complete 
and open to the public. [43387/19]

22/10/2019WRW07200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and con-
struction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

22/10/2019WRW07300Rail Network

22/10/2019WRW07400540. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the western rail corridor review being carried out by a company (details supplied) will be pub-
lished; the person or body which will conduct the peer review; and when the peer review will 
be complete. [43388/19]

22/10/2019WRW07500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, Project Ireland 2040 committed to conducting an independent review of a possible ex-
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tension to the Western Rail Corridor (WRC).

In line with that commitment an external company, as referred to by the Deputy, was com-
missioned to prepare a financial/economic appraisal and business case on proposals for extend-
ing the existing WRC from Athenry to Claremorris.

I understand the work is almost complete and I expect the business case will then be sub-
mitted to my Department where it will be reviewed in line with the requirements of the Public 
Spending Code.  

As stated in Project Ireland 2040 if the findings of the review are approved by Government, 
the project will be prioritised during the lifetime of the National Development Plan.

22/10/2019WRX00200Brexit Preparations

22/10/2019WRX00300541. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the necessary infrastructure will be in place and ready to be operational at Dublin Airport and 
Dublin Port on 31 October 2019 in the event of a no-deal Brexit. [43402/19]

22/10/2019WRX00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government has 
preparations in place for a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. In its Action Plan 
published in July 2019, the Government acknowledged that a no deal Brexit will be highly dis-
ruptive and will have profound implications across all aspects of society. It will be impossible 
for the UK to maintain the current seamless arrangements with the EU across the full range of 
sectors including transport connectivity, trade flows and supply chains.

The contingency plans in place, including in the transport sector, will mitigate but can-
not eliminate the impacts of a no-deal Brexit.  The establishment of the additional controls at 
Dublin Port and Dublin Airport that would be required in a no deal Brexit scenario is being co-
ordinated by an interdepartmental group under the chairmanship of the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, with representation from a range of stakeholders across Government. 
The Office of Public Works has been tasked with delivering the required facilities for agri-
culture, health and customs checks at Dublin Airport and Dublin Port. In addition to this new 
infrastructure, new procedures have been implemented to facilitate trade.

Testing of the robustness of the proposed inter-agency arrangements by the relevant agen-
cies is continuing.  In addition, the testing of traffic flows in Dublin Port is also underway. An 
inter-departmental group, under the Chair of the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form, is in place to coordinate this work.

22/10/2019WRX00500Sports Capital Programme Applications

22/10/2019WRX00600542. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43410/19]

22/10/2019WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme  seeking a total of €162m in funding. 

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
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assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
were given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of 
the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the 
detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks 
before allocations are announced.

22/10/2019WRX00800Sports Capital Programme Administration

22/10/2019WRX00900543. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the sports capital grants for 2019 will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43431/19]

22/10/2019WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme  seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

Up to 186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 
round of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications 
were assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on 
the 17th January. 

Up to 619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value 
of €9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.  Work is now underway in assessing 
the remaining applications for capital works.

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
were given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of 
the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the 
detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks 
before allocations are announced.

22/10/2019WRX01100Sports Capital Programme Administration

22/10/2019WRX01200544. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the next round of applications on sports capital grants will be announced; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43432/19]

22/10/2019WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Up to 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports 
Capital Programme seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

Up to 186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 
round of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications 
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were assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on 
the 17th January. 

Up to 619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value 
of €9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works. For the 
first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round were given the 
opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of the opportunity 
to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed informa-
tion contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks before alloca-
tions are announced. 

As soon as allocations have been made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects 
of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible improvements for the future. This 
review will include consideration of the timing and scale of the next round.

22/10/2019WRX01400Sports Capital Programme Applications Data

22/10/2019WRX01500545. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details on all applications sent from County Kildare for the sports capital grant. [43433/19]

22/10/2019WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Details of all applications submitted under the 2018 Sports Capital Programme 
are published on a county basis on the Department’s website at

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/887916-2018-sport-capital-programme-applications/

22/10/2019WRX01700Bus Services

22/10/2019WRX01800546. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request that the NTA examine the bus currently operating through Chapelizod, Dublin 10, at 
peak hours between 7.30 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. on Monday to Friday in view of the fact that current 
service levels mean buses are full and passing intending passengers at peak hours in the village; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43489/19]

22/10/2019WRX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport in Ireland.  The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
in conjunction with the relevant transport operator and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

22/10/2019WRX02000Road Improvement Schemes

22/10/2019WRX02100547. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
to carry out major improvement works on a road (details supplied) from a location will be al-
located to the local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43546/19]

22/10/2019WRX02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 



Questions - Written Answers

240

maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant County or 
City Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

Prior to the financial crisis, applications for funding for road improvement projects would 
have been considered as part of the Specific Improvement, and Strategic Regional and Local 
Road Grant Schemes. However, the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the crisis 
meant these grant schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/
renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately maintain the regional and 
local road network. 

The National Development Plan does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the 
road network but it will take some time yet to reach the level required for the adequate mainte-
nance and renewal of the network. For this reason there is limited scope at present for funding 
projects under the Specific and Strategic Grant Programmes.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Specific and Strate-
gic Grant Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis. All projects put 
forward by local authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public 
Spending Code and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework and it is important for local 
authorities to prioritise projects within their overall area of responsibility with these require-
ments in mind.  

Under the capital project appraisal process a Preliminary Appraisal has to be submitted in 
relation to each proposed project.  Once an appraisal is received it is assessed taking into ac-
count other competing projects and the overall roads budget.  To date no appraisal has been 
received by my Department from Offaly County Council in relation to the R444 road from 
Clonmacnoise to Shannonbridge.

22/10/2019WRX02300Sports Capital Programme Administration

22/10/2019WRX02400548. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the quali-
fying criteria for the large sports capital grant of €2 million; the types of organisations or groups 
that can apply for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43620/19]

22/10/2019WRX02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The National Sports Policy which was published last year provided for the es-
tablishment of a new Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The aim of the fund is to 
provide support for larger sports facilities where the Exchequer investment is greater than the 
maximum amount available under the Sports Capital Programme (SCP). These may be projects 
where the primary objective will be to increase active participation in sport or large scale ven-
ues/stadia where the focus is more related to social participation and high performance sport. 
The new fund is designed to provide a transparent and robust system for funding such projects.

The Government has provided a capital allocation of at least €100m for the period to 2027 
for the LSSIF. The new scheme closed for applications on the 17th April 2019 with applications 
initially confined to local authorities and National Governing Bodies of sport. By the closing 
date, 72 applications were received. Details of the scheme along with all applications received 
have been published on the Department’s website along with the evaluation procedures and 
guidelines.
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22/10/2019WRX02600Sports Capital Programme Applications

22/10/2019WRX02700549. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a grant application by a club (details supplied); if the application will be awarded; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43625/19]

22/10/2019WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): 2,337 applications were submitted under the 2018 round of the Sports Capital 
Programme seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

Up to 186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 
round of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications 
were assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on 
the 17th January. 

Up to 619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value 
of €9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
were given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. In view of 
the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the 
detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks 
before allocations are announced.

22/10/2019WRX02900Departmental Agencies Reports

22/10/2019WRX03000550. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has contacted Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland regarding a recent report on the overlapping 
tourism strategies of the two agencies. [43642/19]

22/10/2019WRX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I, as Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, determine tourism policy and, supported by my officials, I pro-
vide the strategic direction to the tourism agencies that is required to support the growth of a 
competitive and sustainable tourism industry. Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland, operating 
under the aegis of my Department, implement tourism policy. It is essential that the tourism 
agencies work collaboratively to maximise efficiencies and outputs, and provide the best pos-
sible service to industry and to the consumer in line with Government policy priorities.

My Department engages regularly with the agencies on governance matters, including mat-
ters relating to the agencies’ strategies.  Recently, my Department carried out a Value for Money 
and Policy Review of the Tourism Marketing Fund.  My officials are engaging with both tour-
ism agencies on the outputs from that review with a view to maintaining, and improving where 
possible, the effectiveness of the Tourism Marketing Fund, having due regard to Tourism Ire-
land’s status as a North-South body.

22/10/2019WRX03200Departmental Agencies Data

22/10/2019WRX03300551. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost 
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incurred in establishing the National Transport Agency and Transport Infrastructure Ireland; 
the operational cost of each; the number of staff in each; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [43650/19]

22/10/2019WRX03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA), was established 10 years ago on 1 December 2009, under the Dublin 
Transport Authority Act 2008, as amended by the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.  While 
the NTA assimilated most of the functions of the previous Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), 
it also took on a deeper and wider remit under the terms of the 2008 and 2009 Acts, and subse-
quent legislation.  The NTA’s main focus is on planning, development, regulation and funding 
of public transport – e.g. through securing the provision of Public Service Obligation (PSO) bus 
and rail services nationally, licensing commercial bus operations, and regulating the taxi indus-
try – and it also has an important role in relation to active travel.  The NTA also has particular 
statutory responsibilities in relation to the planning and development of transport throughout 
the Greater Dublin Area.  On relevant matters, it works closely with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland, which has responsibility relating to infrastructure procurement and operation.

On establishment, the budget for the NTA’s operation comprised the allocation previously 
provided for the DTO:  Exchequer funds of €1.012 million directly, plus €1.3 million via a 
range of transport agency sources.  Discussions on final staffing levels took place with the 
Department of Finance, within the broader parameters of the then Employment Control Frame-
work arrangements for non-commercial state bodies, resulting in a revised 2010 allocation for 
the NTA of €3.608 million.  Together with the €1.3m mentioned earlier, the necessary set-up 
and administrative costs of the NTA amounted to €4.908 million.   

The 2018 Annual Report and Accounts of the NTA show total administration costs of 
€17.742m. The NTA has delegated sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure & 
Reform (DPER) for 140 permanent staff during 2019, an increase of 26 staff on the number 
sanctioned for 2018.  The NTA also has 145 outsourced placements from third party service 
providers, which are necessary to deliver its strategic programme. 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) was established 4 years ago, on 1 August 2015, un-
der the Roads Act 2015, as a merger of the two agencies previously responsible for the ma-
jor Exchequer-funded capital infrastructure projects in the transport area, namely the National 
Roads Authority and the Railway Procurement Agency.  TII’s main focus is on the building and 
operation of Ireland’s national roads network and light rail infrastructure throughout Ireland.  It 
works closely with the NTA on relevant matters, especially in relation to light rail.

The merger was one of the measures followed under the State Agency Rationalisation Plan, 
and TII was established at zero net cost, because savings on the rationalisation of premises cov-
ered any once-off costs of establishment.

At end Q3 2019, TII has 262.2 (full time equivalent)   staff in place.  The 2018 Annual Re-
port and Accounts of TII show total administration costs of €24.448 million.

22/10/2019WRX03500Child Abuse

22/10/2019WRX03600552. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address a matter regarding rape crisis guidelines (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43170/19]

22/10/2019WRX03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Children 
First Act 2015, which I fully commenced in December 2017, provides for a number of key child 
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protection measures, including raising awareness of child abuse and neglect, improving child 
protection arrangements in organisations providing services to children and the introduction of 
mandatory reporting of child protection concerns by certain key professionals. 

Under the Act mandated persons are required to report child protection concerns at or above 
a defined threshold to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. Mandated persons are people who 
have contact with children and/or families and who, because of their qualifications, training 
and/or employment role, are in a key position to help protect children from harm. The list of 
mandated persons, which is set out in schedule 2 of the Act, includes persons employed as 
psychotherapists or providing counselling and registered with one of the voluntary professional 
bodies.

The obligations under the Children First Act 2015 and who they attach to are also described 
in Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, which operates 
side-by-side with the Act. The guidelines have been in place since 1999 and were fully revised 
and published in October 2017 to reflect the provisions of the Act. The guidance advises that 
adult disclosures of abuse that took place during childhood should be reported to Tusla as the 
alleged abuser may pose a current risk to children. It recommends that if providing counsel-
ling as a mandated person, clients should be advised before the counselling starts, that if any 
child protection issues arise and the alleged perpetrator is identifiable, that information must be 
passed to Tusla.

Requirements for reporting to An Garda Síochána under the Withholding Act or other crimi-
nal justice legislation is a matter for the Minister for Justice and Equality. However, it should be 
noted that in the course of carrying out its child protection duties if Tusla suspects that a crime 
has been committed and a child has been wilfully neglected or physically or sexually abused, it 
will formally notify the Gardaí without delay.

22/10/2019WRX03800Childcare Services Funding

22/10/2019WRX03900553. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on a matter (details supplied) regarding a childcare facility; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [42923/19]

22/10/2019WRX04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
provides capital funding annually to early learning and care and school age childcare services.  
The capital programme is designed each year to ensure that capital grants have a positive, last-
ing impact on the childcare sector including increasing capacity.

A service wishing to increase capacity can apply  towards the costs of constructing a new 
premises or extending an existing one for the purposes of the creation of the additional places.

In 2019 the three strands of capital funding available were divided as follows:

- Strand A   offered grants of up to €50,000  to early learning and care providers for the cre-
ation of new 0-3 places where demand for these was clearly evidenced.

- Strand B   offered individual grants of up to €15,000  to aid community/not-for-profit early 
learning and care services in addressing fire safety issues that had been highlighted in inspec-
tion reports by Tusla, the HSE or Local Authorities.

- Strand C   offered individual grants of up to €20,000 to school age childcare providers for 
the creation of new school age places where demand for these was clearly evidenced.
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The application window for the 2019 Capital programme closed on 27th   March 2019 with 
decisions issued to applicants in June 2019.

Whilst there are no other capital funding programmes available in 2019, planning for 2020’s 
Capital offering is currently underway and the details of this will be communicated to provid-
ers in the coming months. The description I have provided above around the 2019 capital pro-
gramme gives an indication of the nature and scale of the annual capital programme undertaken 
by my Department. 

In the longer term I have also been successful in securing capital funding under the National 
Development Plan to support the Early Learning and Care sector. While this funding is not due 
to come on stream for a number of years, most likely 2023 to 2028, my officials have com-
menced work to assess how best this funding might be targeted.

22/10/2019WRX04100Foster Care Policy

22/10/2019WRX04200554. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla 
has a policy of drawing up a reunification plan for children in foster care; if so, the percentage 
of children in foster care who have a reunification plan; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43022/19]

22/10/2019WRX04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to thank 
the Deputy for his question. As this is an operational matter I have referred the question to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for their direct reply.

22/10/2019WRX04400Child and Family Agency Services

22/10/2019WRX04500555. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason the 
MICAT team run by Tusla in the midlands is to lose its psychologist. [43089/19]

22/10/2019WRX04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency’s Midlands Child Assessment Team (MICAT) provides a service for chil-
dren to disclose child sexual abuse. The service comprises of a multidisciplinary team of Social 
Work, Social Care, Public Health Nursing and Psychology, and is jointly provided by both 
Tusla and Health Service Executive (HSE).

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to operational matters 
regarding the position of the psychologist on the MICAT.

I understand the Department of Health will also provide information to the Deputy as the 
HSE is involved in the provision of this service.

22/10/2019WRX04700Child and Family Agency Services

22/10/2019WRX04800556. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Irish 
adolescents are still being deferred to a service (details supplied) in the UK; the number of Irish 
children placed there; the amount spent by Tusla on deferrals in each of the years 2014 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43115/19]

22/10/2019WRX04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to thank 
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the Deputy for his question. As this is an operational matter I have referred the question to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for their direct reply.

22/10/2019WRX05000Childcare Services Staff

22/10/2019WRX05100557. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which she can address low pay, high staff turnover and perceived crippling administra-
tive burdens in the early years sector through investment in line with the increased hours set 
out in the national childcare scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43174/19]

22/10/2019WRX05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The most recent 
data on current pay and conditions indicates that the average hourly pay in early learning and 
care and school-age childcare is now €12.55 (as of May 2019). Low pay and poor working con-
ditions in the sector remain a serious concern and impact on the quality of provision to children 
through their effect on the recruitment and retention of qualified staff. The lack of consistency 
of care caused by high staff turnover impacts directly on quality, while low wages are a con-
straint on plans to upskill and professionalise the workforce. My support for improved pay and 
conditions for early learning and care professionals has been explicit, as their role is critical to 
supporting children’s development and delivering better outcomes for children and families.

Budget 2020 saw a 9% increase in investment in early learning and care and school age 
childcare. Additional investment of €54.5m will bring spending to €628m in 2020, a 138% in-
crease in investment over five budgets. The very welcome level of investment needs to continue 
if we are to offer services that are of high quality, affordable and accessible. However, increased 
investment by itself will not ensure that staff wages and conditions will improve.

As the State is not the employer, my Department does not pay the wages of staff working in 
early learning and care settings, and I cannot set wage levels or determine working conditions 
for these staff.

I am, however, doing all that is in my power to improve wages and working conditions in 
the sector. I have repeatedly called for the sector to pursue a Sectoral Employment Order. My 
Department will readily co-operate with such a process when it is under way.

The National Childcare Scheme will launch in November 2020. This will represent a land-
mark moment for the early learning and care and school age childcare sector in this country. 
The new scheme will provide the necessary infrastructure, for the first time, to enable increased 
State investment be funnelled into the sector, not only targeted at low income families, but, as 
increased investment becomes available, to middle income families also. It will enable us move 
away from being one of the most expensive countries in the OECD for childcare.

The NCS is based on hourly subsidies for different age groups. These subsidies were cal-
culated to reflect the cost of provision and the higher costs associated with certain quality 
measures, eg. the highest subsidy is paid for babies where the regulatory requirement is one 
staff member to 3 children. The subsidies can be increased to respond to higher costs that may 
be linked to, for example, better terms and conditions of staff. In this way, the sophistication 
of the design of the scheme will allow it respond, over time, to policy development to support 
improved pay and conditions.

Alongside increased funding for the National Childcare Scheme in Budget 2020, I secured 
increased funding for the sustainability fund for the sector. This will see funding to support 
sustainability rising from €1.7m to €2.2m per annum. The fund will assist high quality services 
which are experiencing financial difficulties to transition themselves to a sustainable footing, 
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and will also assist with needs arising in the event that the Labour Court introduces a Sectoral 
Employment Order.

Other recent measures I have also taken to assist employers to improve the pay and condi-
tions of their staff whilst also addressing administrative demands include: a 7% increase in 
ECCE capitation in 2018; higher capitation payments for graduates and Inclusion Coordinators; 
annual Programme Support Payments to recognise administrative demands; support for school-
age childcare which will make it easier to offer full-time, full year employment contracts; and 
a pilot measure to fund participation in CPD. In April I announced capital funding for service 
providers who sign up to the National Childcare Scheme. This funding allowed service pro-
viders to purchase ICT support which will assist them in recording and reporting children’s 
attendance.

I have set out my vision for the sector, and a roadmap to achieve it, in First 5, which contains 
a commitment to develop a Workforce Development Plan. This Plan, work on which began in 
recent months, will identify measures to ensure appropriate numbers of early learning and care 
and school-age childcare staff at all levels in the sector, to achieve a graduate-led workforce 
by 2028, to ensure an appropriate focus on both centre based and home based services, and to 
raise the profile of careers in the sector. As part of this work, a series of public consultations will 
be carried out involving those working in the sector (centre based and home based) and other 
stakeholders. Plans for the consultation process will be finalised in the coming weeks. First 
5 also commits to develop a new funding model for the sector, which may open up new mecha-
nisms to influence pay and conditions in the sector.

22/10/2019WRX05300School Meals Programme

22/10/2019WRX05400558. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a facility 
(details supplied) will be approved for funding under the school meals local project scheme. 
[43233/19]

22/10/2019WRX05500561. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a facility 
(details supplied) will be approved for funding under the school meals local project scheme. 
[43289/19]

22/10/2019WRX05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 558 and 561 together.

The Minister would like to thank the Deputy and the facility for their interest in the pilot 
preschool meals programme.

First 5, Ireland’s Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Fam-
ilies was published in November of last year. The strategy’s publication was followed in May 
of this year with the Implementation Plan for the first phase of implementation in 2019-2021.  

Informed by research, which shows us the value of the provision of adequate and nutritious 
meals for a child’s health and learning, First 5 outlines Government’s intention to pilot a meals 
programme in early learning and care settings.

In line with the First 5 Implementation Plan, I will provide the funds to commence this pilot 
in 2020.

The pilot will run in a sample of community not-for-profit early learning and care settings. It 
will focus on the ECCE Programme and will operate for the full duration of the 2020/2021 pro-
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gramme year (i.e. 38 weeks from September to June). A range of meals options will be piloted, 
including a hot meals option. Rates for meals will be based on the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection’s School Meals Programme.

A Working Group to oversee this pilot will soon be established to lead the development, 
roll-out the pilot and procure the services of an external evaluator. No decision has yet been 
made on how preschools will be selected. 

Following the conclusion of the pilot and the evaluation, consideration will be given to ex-
tending this meals programme to a larger number of early learning and care settings and on a 
more a permanent basis.

22/10/2019WRX05700Childcare Services Administration

22/10/2019WRX05800559. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if parents 
must have a public services card to avail of the national childcare scheme. [43234/19]

22/10/2019WRX05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme has always been designed such that, when it is fully up and running, ap-
plications will be accepted both online and by post. A Public Services Card (PSC) and verified 
MyGovID account are required to apply for the Scheme online only. 

The online system will offer a user friendly and effective system for parents, whilst offering 
greater efficiency in the administration and costs associated with the operation of a Government 
scheme. A secure identity verification system is required for any such IT system and the Public 
Services Card and MyGovID offers such security in the safeguarding of applicants’ information 
and the administration of public funding.

For online applicants, the PSC has authenticated their identity to SAFE 2 level, which is the 
highest standard available for the public service. Where a postal application is used, applicants 
are required to provide proof of identity alongside their application. 

The Scheme will launch to online applications on 20th November, with payments flowing 
from 25th   November. Following expert advice regarding the launch of the new Scheme, the 
online application process is being introduced first, followed shortly thereafter in January 2020 
by the paper based application process. 

With regard to the report by the Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) into the PSC, the 
Government and the Attorney General have carefully considered the findings of the report, 
including the legal basis for the use of the PSC by specified bodies or persons (such as the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs). The Government has agreed to challenge the findings 
of the report, as based on the legal advice received, it does not believe the DPC’s findings are 
correct in law. 

The advice of the Attorney General’s Office is that there is a strong legal basis for the con-
tinued public service wide use of the PSC. 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs remains committed to delivering the Nation-
al Childcare Scheme and, in so doing, assisting thousands of families to access high quality and 
affordable early learning and care and school age childcare. Over 3.2 million of the population 
already have the PSC, many of whom it is believed are the parents of young children who may 
be interested in the subsidies available under the National Childcare Scheme. The thousands of 
families already availing of current childcare schemes can remain on their current subsidy pay-
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ment or switch over to the National Childcare Scheme, depending on their preference.

22/10/2019WRX06000Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

22/10/2019WRX06100560. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
there were provisions in budget 2020 for survivors of mother and baby homes; if so, the details 
of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43236/19]

22/10/2019WRX06200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The 2020 bud-
get allocation to my Department includes an indicative €3.9m to meet the costs of the Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and related activities. This allocation will 
support salaries, fees and other operational costs relating to the work of the independent Com-
mission of Investigation, and the costs incurred by my Department in supporting this work and 
responding to its interim reports.

In addition, the budget allocation will also facilitate dialogue with former residents, through 
the work of the Collaborative Forum, which I established to enable former residents of these 
institutions to directly engage on the issues of concern to them and their families.

The Collaborative Forum has made a series of recommendations to Government, which I 
am progressing in partnership with my Government colleagues.

The working group set up by my colleague, the Minister for Health to progress health and 
well being supports for survivors, is finalising its deliberations with a focus on delivering tan-
gible health measures as an initial response to the recommendations of the Forum’s first report. 

On the basis of the Forum’s work to date, I made a strong case to the Minister for Public 
Expenditure in the course of recent Budget discussions seeking additional funding to be made 
available. I am meeting with the Collaborative Forum in early November to update them on 
progress and I hope to make further announcements in relation to these matters in the coming 
weeks.

My Department is progressing specific measures in relation to research on language and 
terminology, memorialisation and statutory access to adoption information and tracing services, 
and I am satisfied that the resources available in 2020 will enable my department to further 
advance these measures.

  Question No. 561 answered with Question No. 558.

22/10/2019WRX06400Consultancy Contracts Data

22/10/2019WRX06500562. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the con-
sultancy service providers engaged by her Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; 
the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43308/19]

22/10/2019WRX06600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
engaged two consultancy services under the parameters provided, from the 1st January 2018 to 
1 January 2019 the details of which are enclosed in the following table.

Consultancy Service Pro-
vider

Reason for engagement Costs (€)
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Clare Taylor Copy editing / proof reading, 
ready for print in plain Eng-
lish of a number of reports , 
strategies and newsletter

5,174

Mazars Internal Audit services in 
respect of audits under the 
2018 Audit Plan

50,292

22/10/2019WRX06700Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRX06800563. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details 
of each value for money and policy review conducted by her Department from 1 January 2018 
to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43325/19]

22/10/2019WRX06900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
engages in a range of evaluation projects on an ongoing basis.

In terms of value for money and policy reviews, my Department completed a Focused Pol-
icy Assessment, titled, “Focused Policy Assessment of the Affordable Childcare Scheme: Cost 
Drivers, Model Assumptions and Policy Extensions”. The assessment was conducted internally, 
at no additional cost, with oversight provided by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form. The assessment report was published on the website of the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service in October 2018.

22/10/2019WRX07000School Completion Programme

22/10/2019WRX07100564. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will report on the administration of the school completion programme and on the request 
by Tusla for the implementation of the recommendations by an expert panel on the programme 
which reported in 2017. [43398/19]

22/10/2019WRX07200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The School 
Completion Programme (SCP) continues to deliver a valuable service for some of our most 
vulnerable young people. Currently, the SCP receives annual funding of €24.7 million.

My Department works with the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) in Tusla to ensure that 
necessary resources are available to support this programme and to ensure staffing levels are 
sufficient to deliver a high quality service for those young people most at risk of early school 
leaving.

However a number of long term complex issues continue to exist in relation to both the 
governance and the staffing of the programme.

In recognition of the need for a strong policy platform for educational welfare services, 
including the SCP, I requested that my officials establish a Task Group to support the further 
development and integration of these services.

The work of this group is near completion. As someone with a background in education-
al welfare,  I am eager to ensure that the output will result in a clear blueprint for the develop-
ment of the three strands of the EWS, including the SCP.
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A consultation event on the blueprint was held on June 10th   where those working with 
vulnerable young people as part of the EWS were able to express their views and help shape the 
policy blueprint prior to its publication.

The closing date for the consultations was extended to mid-September at the request of 
some stakeholders. 58 submissions were received and are now being examined. Next steps are 
being informed by the content of these submissions and action will proceed on that basis with 
the aim of completion by the end of the year.

As part of the implementation of the actions contained in the blueprint I have requested that 
a new SCP scheme be scoped out and developed to ensure that its reach, resources and impact 
are maximised in supporting young people.

My Department has worked closely with colleagues in the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and reform in relation to the employment status of SCP Coordinators and Project workers 
and I will also continue to examine options in relation to this in the context of the development 
of this new scheme.

In Budget 2019 I secured an additional €500,000 in funding for the EWS and the Alternative 
Education Assessment and Registration Service which I have maintained in Budget 2020. This 
has allowed the Educational Welfare Service to increase its numbers of Educational Welfare 
Officers and to provide additional administrative support which has allowed these Educational 
Welfare Officers to focus on working with young people who are experiencing difficulties with 
school attendance.

In addition Officials in my Department have been working closely with colleagues in the 
Department of Education and Skills, the Educational Welfare Service and local stakeholders in 
the development of  Boston College’s City Connects programme for the North East Inner City. 
This is an evidence-based intervention, committed to an ongoing and scientifically rigorous 
evaluation of results. It is a strengths-based programme and works to the principle of progres-
sive universalism.

This approach means that the strengths of each individual child within a school setting are 
identified and a set of supports identified which can build on these strengths, while addressing 
areas of need. DCYA in conjunction with DES and the Irish Youth Foundation through North 
East Inner City (NEIC) Initiative funding is reviewing the adaptability of the City Connects 
programme in the 10 primary schools in the NEIC with the expectation of implementation in 
2020.

I will continue to lead on advancing supports both in policy and provision in this crucial 
area.

22/10/2019WRX07300Child Protection

22/10/2019WRX07400565. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
progress made to ensure that an adverse childhood experiences framework will be adopted to 
ensure greater prevention and early intervention in health, social and educational services for 
all children. [43399/19]

22/10/2019WRX07500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I take it that the 
Deputy is referring to the ‘Adverse Childhood Experiences’ framework which shows that the 
experiences of a child in early childhood  may impact their health and well being throughout 
the life course. International  research suggests that long-term harms may result from chronic, 
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‘toxic’ stress  during childhood. The research indicates that stress arises when children are rou-
tinely exposed to factors  such as physical abuse, neglect, substance abuse in the home, or other 
negative  experiences. Such childhood stressors are known as Adverse Childhood Experiences  
(ACEs). Pilot work on ACE application is ongoing in five cross border projects. 

However, while ACEs may be a useful research tool, it is  important to acknowledge that the 
chief object of prevention and early  intervention approaches is to build sustainable, resilient 
communities for all.  The role of prevention and early intervention within the continuum of care 
is  not merely to combat risk and emerging issues, but to heighten the positives in  the lives of 
children and young people. This includes educational engagement,  positive health behaviours 
and confident parenting.  

My Department has  developed a robust suite of structures which support such high-quality, 
evidence  informed prevention and early intervention approaches. The Area Based Childhood  
(ABC) Programme, delivered as part of Tusla’s wider Prevention, Partnership and  Family 
Support (PPFS) Programme, aims to test and evaluate prevention and early  intervention ap-
proaches to improve outcomes for children, young people and  families living in poverty in 13 
areas of disadvantage across Ireland. It  complements the work of Tusla under PPFS to support 
a paradigm shift towards  prevention and earlier intervention support. 

At a county level, Children  and Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSC) act as a 
driver of inter-agency  working and collaboration to improve outcomes for children and young 
people.  CYPSC bring together a diverse group of agencies in their local areas to engage  in 
joint planning of services for children and young people. 

‘What  Works’ is my Department’s initiative to support high quality, evidence-informed  
prevention and early intervention approaches across the system of policy,  provision and prac-
tice. What Works is designed to nurture, grow and champion  evidence-informed prevention 
and early intervention approaches. What Works aims  to enhance the use and availability of data 
and evidence; support capacity  development; and ensure quality at the levels of policy, service 
and  provision. 

What Works is designed not merely to address challenging  areas, but to recognise the good 
work parents, practitioners, providers, and  policymakers are already doing and support them to 
keep doing it. It aims to  secure the best possible return on the State’s significant investment in  
prevention and early intervention services in the past  decade. 

Considerable work has gone into raising the profile and practice  of prevention and early 
intervention in the recent past. My Department ensured  that earlier intervention and prevention 
was included as a transformation goal  in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: the National Pol-
icy Framework for Children  and Young People 2014 – 2020. I am pleased that continued em-
phasis on this area  has stimulated development with supportive partners in Tusla PPFS and the  
community and voluntary sector. I will ensure prevention and early intervention  continues to 
be foregrounded in future policy statements published by my  Department and developments in 
this area will in due course take into account the evaluation of the pilot work on ACE projects.

22/10/2019WRY00200Child Abuse

22/10/2019WRY00300566. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she remains satisfied that sufficient staff with the appropriate qualifications re-
main available to her Department to address such issues as child abuse; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43580/19]
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22/10/2019WRY00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am informed 
by Tusla that as of the end of June 2019, the most recent verified figures available, there were 
5,759 cases awaiting allocation of a social worker.   

Tusla has confirmed that of these cases, 991 (17.2%) were categorised as high priority; 
1,868 (32.4%) cases were low priority; and 2,900 (50.4%) were medium priority.  

The priority level assigned to the case is based on the resources required to address the case, 
rather than on risk to the child.  I am informed that all urgent and emergency cases receive im-
mediate attention by the local duty social work team.  

It is important to note that CORU is required to accredit courses for the education and 
training of all social workers, as well as registering individual social workers. Social workers 
are educated and registered as generic social workers, who may then apply to take up employ-
ment in specific areas such as child protection, probation, mental health and disability services.  
Accordingly, social workers are required to undertake at least two placements on a CORU 
accredited training course.  The placement has to be supervised by a registered experienced 
social worker and a student is required to undertake at least one statutory placement (Tusla or 
Probation Services) and to have experience of both adult and children’s services. Students have 
to pass their placement in order to graduate.

I can assure the Deputy that addressing the needs of children who are awaiting the allocation 
of a social worker is one of my key priorities.  I have continued to secure additional funding 
each year for Tusla since becoming Minister in 2016 and in 2019 Tusla’s allocation was €783 
million.  I have achieved a further €31 million for 2020. 

 I am aware of Tusla’s significant proactive approach to the recruitment of social workers 
in a difficult and challenging recruitment environment where the supply of social workers is 
limited and where Tusla is competing with the HSE and the voluntary and private sectors.

Tusla has advised that the total number of whole time equivalent staff in Tusla at 31 August 
2019 is 4004, of whom 1,513 are social workers.  Tusla has also informed me that recruitment 
efforts to 31 August 2019 are ahead of target for Social Work with a total  figure of 149 hires.  
This has resulted in an increase of Social Workers by 64 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE), when 
attrition is taken into account.

I am also informed that Tusla Recruit is operating 16 social work specific campaigns for 
example: 

- a rolling campaign for Professionally Qualified Social Workers, 

- the Social Work Graduate Programme designed to recruit new graduates,

- Social Work Team Lead,

- Senior Social Work Practitioner, and

- Principal Social Worker.

 I requested that Tusla develop a strategic multi-annual workforce plan, which would in-
clude reflection of the labour market and the current limited supply of social workers.  I am 
pleased that Tusla now has a Strategic Workforce Planning Model which I understand will be 
rolled out over the coming years.

I welcome the fact that there is a focus on recruitment and retention as part of the roll-out of 
the Strategic Workforce Implementation Plan, assisting staff wellbeing by assessing workplace 
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stressors and critical incident exposure in the workplace.

 The Model will also seek to deliver on a strategic focus for Tusla with a gradual transition 
to multi-disciplinary teams. The multi-disciplinary teams will look to consist of the optimum 
mix of skills across social work, social care, therapeutic staff, family support, education welfare 
and administrative support.

 My Department has also taken the initiative to establish the Social Work Education Group 
which provides a forum for Tusla and other stakeholders to explore and act upon possible ac-
tions to influence the future supply of social workers. 

 The first priority identified by the Group is the streamlining of student placements.  My De-
partment has commissioned research to identify ways and alternative approaches to streamline 
this process, working with stakeholders. I understand a final report is due shortly and possible 
next steps will be considered.

22/10/2019WRY00500Bullying of Children

22/10/2019WRY00600567. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which her Department or bodies under her aegis have had adequate resources, includ-
ing social workers, to deal with issues such as bullying including cyberbullying; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [43581/19]

22/10/2019WRY00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): All of society 
should be concerned with child welfare and protection and it is important that concerns are dealt 
with as and where they arise. The primary responsibility for protecting children rests with their 
parents but parents are supported in this role by a range of service providers, state agencies, 
schools and professionals working with children and young people.

There is a range of services available which can assist children and young people in coping 
with bullying situations for example:

www.webwise.ie - An initiative of the Department of Education and Skills – provides infor-
mation on a range of internet safety issues and concerns and offers advice and support for young 
people, teachers and parents.

www.tacklebullying.ie - a national website to counter bullying and cyberbullying for young 
people, parents and teachers.

At a national and community level, youth organisations and voluntary youth services fund-
ed by my Department provide education programmes, run awareness campaigns about bully-
ing and provide programmes for young people to give them the knowledge and skills to build 
supportive links and counter bullying behaviours. Specifically, my Department supports the 
National Youth Health Programme which is in partnership with the HSE and the National Youth 
Council of Ireland. The programme’s aims are to provide a broad-based, flexible health promo-
tion / education support and training service to youth organisations and to all those working 
with young people in out-of school settings, and includes programmes aimed at exploring bul-
lying and cyberbullying with young people.  

A range of Government Departments and agencies have a role in relation to internet safety. 
In recognition of the whole of government approach required, in July 2018, the Taoiseach 
launched the Action Plan for Online Safety 2018-19. The Action Plan involves a wide range 
of actions, across six Government Departments – Communications, Climate Action and Envi-



Questions - Written Answers

254

ronment; Education and Skills; Justice and Equality; Children and Youth Affairs; Health; and 
Business Enterprise and Innovation, recognising that online safety is not the responsibility of 
just one Department and signifying the range and breadth of the issues involved. A Sponsors 
Group, involving the six Departments and chaired by the Department of Education and Skills, 
has been established to drive implementation of the Action Plan.

As part of the Action Plan for Online Safety, my Department committed to amending the 
Children First Guidance to include a specific reference to the need to consider online safety in 
the completion of a Child Safeguarding Statement. An addendum to the Guidance, clarifying 
the need to consider online safety in the preparation of risk assessments and Child Safeguarding 
Statements, was finalised and published on my Department’s website in January.  In addition, 
Tusla has revised its template for the completion of Child Safeguarding Statements to refer to 
the need to consider online risks to children if a service provides access to the internet.

22/10/2019WRY00800Child Abuse

22/10/2019WRY00900568. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which her Department or bodies under her aegis can quickly respond to and take ap-
propriate action in response to reports of suspected child abuse; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [43582/19]

22/10/2019WRY01000569. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she has available to her Department the adequate resources to respond to and 
treat children that may be the subject of physical, mental or sexual abuse; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43583/19]

22/10/2019WRY01100573. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which her Department remains alert to and can respond quickly to all forms of child 
abuse; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43588/19]

22/10/2019WRY01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 568, 569 and 573 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, is the statutory body with responsibility for child pro-
tection and welfare services.  If I, or my officials, become aware of a situation in which a child 
is considered to be  at risk, that concern is communicated to Tusla as a matter of urgency. 

If a child appears to be at risk of harm or neglect,  the concerns should be reported to Tusla. 
Anyone can report a concern about a child to Tusla, and information on how to do so is avail-
able on the Tusla website.  If a child is at immediate risk or in danger, the Gardaí should be 
alerted without delay. 

Tusla act urgently on notification of an immediate risk to a child. Children who are in a situ-
ation of immediate risk may initially be dealt with by An Garda Síochána or by Tusla, but in the 
main both agencies work together in such cases.  Tusla, when alerted to a child at immediate 
risk, for instance a young child left alone at home or abandoned, will contact AGS if the child 
needs to be removed from that situation.

Gardaí have specific powers under Section 12 of the Child Care Act to remove a child from 
a situation of danger, and under Section 13 of that same act to deliver that child into the custody 
of Tusla. Tusla will at that point carry out an assessment to determine the child’s needs. This 
may in some cases include applying for an Emergency Care Order.  In all cases, a plan will be 
put in place to ensure that the child is safe from harm.



22 October 2019

255

Tusla have implemented Signs of Safety, a child protection methodology which has at its 
core the involvement of the child in any assessment and decision making process.  

Timely response to reported concerns is a key objective for Tusla, and my Departments 
officials work closely with the senior management team to reduce waiting times, including 
through investment in partnership, prevention and family support services that provide for a 
community-led response to referrals that do not reach the threshold for a child protection or 
social-work led intervention.  

In 2015, the Children First Act placed key elements of the Children First National Guidance 
on a statutory basis. The Act provides for a number of key child protection required measures 
including mandated reporting of child protection concerns to the Child and Family Agency by 
designated persons, compliance with best practice in child protection as set out in the Children 
First Guidance, and development of an organisation-specific Child Safeguarding Statement. 
Organisations providing service to children are obliged to identify areas of risk to children  in 
their services and to set out mitigating factors. The Safeguarding Statement is to be  made avail-
able publicly.   

Tusla also has a dedicated Quality Assurance Team. This team produces monthly, quarterly 
and annual reports in respect of Tusla’s functions, including detailed reporting on child safety 
and protection services. Tusla provides monthly, quarterly and annual information on children 
in care, their placement type, care status and allocation of social workers and these are pub-
lished on their website. My officials scrutinise these reports and brief me and the Secretary 
General on issues of note. The reports provide statistical evidence of improvements to child 
welfare and protection services and highlights challenges and areas where further improvement 
is required, such as the recruitment of additional social workers.

Officials from my Department meet Tusla management on a regular basis to review the level 
of service provision, including areas in need of improvement.

22/10/2019WRY01400Bullying in the Workplace

22/10/2019WRY01500570. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of reports of bullying reported to her Department in the past 12 months; the extent to 
which this compares with the previous four years; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [43585/19]

22/10/2019WRY01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the past 12 
months there has been one allegation of  bullying reported to the HR Unit in my Department. 

The HR Unit in my Department received no reports of bullying in the previous 4 years.

It is a central policy of my Department to ensure that managers and staff encourage and 
maintain good employee relations in order to ensure a motivated workforce and an efficient 
service.

22/10/2019WRY01700Youth Services

22/10/2019WRY01800571. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she has been able to respond to requests for financial or other assistance from 
an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43586/19]
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22/10/2019WRY01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
received correspondence from Kildare Youth Services on 9th July of this year.  The reply, issued 
23rd July, highlighted that my Department is currently managing the most significant reform of 
youth services ever undertaken, which is providing an opportunity to identify need and to focus 
funding on young people most in need of intervention.  

The reply further explained that future development and investment in youth services will 
be informed by the mapping exercise completed in 2017, which mapped youth service provi-
sion across the State as well as an Area Profiling, Needs Assessment and Service Requirement 
tool which was designed in collaboration with the Education and Training Board (ETB) sector 
and was officially launched in January 2019. This mapping and tool is assisting the Department 
and ETBs to develop a detailed social demographic profile in terms of both population numbers 
and deprivation patterns.  

The reply also explained that  funding for the provision of youth services is administered on 
behalf of my Department by the sixteen Education and Training Boards (ETBs), and went on to 
stress that my Department is committed to working with ETBs to identify requirements in their 
area and facilitate decisions on service requirement by reference to evidenced need.

Finally, the response provided the contact details for Kildare and Wicklow Education and 
Training Board (KWETB) and suggested that they might be contacted regarding the matters 
outlined in the correspondence.

22/10/2019WRY02000Children in Care

22/10/2019WRY02100572. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in residential care or foster care; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43587/19]

22/10/2019WRY02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Foster care is 
the main form of alternative care for children in need of care and protection, and is the preferred 
option for children who cannot live with their parents or guardians.  As of the 31 July 2019, of 
the children in care, 91% were in foster care nationally; there were 3,957 children in general 
foster care, 1,560 in relative care and 402 children were in a residential care placement, with the 
remaining children in other care placements appropriate to their assessed needs.

For children who cannot live either at home or in an alternative family environment such as 
foster care, there are a number of types of residential care settings that may be appropriate, of 
which secure care is one type.

A very small number of children (2%) are in other care placements.  Such placements can 
include supported lodgings, at home under a care order, detention centre and  other residential 
centres e.g. therapeutic, mental health or  disability residential care.

As foster care is the dominant type of care, Tusla regularly carry out area and national 
recruitment campaigns to meet foster care demands. Fostering teams are responsible for the 
recruitment and assessment of foster carers. When an assessment is complete, a report is pre-
sented to the Foster Care Committee who decide whether or not to approve the applicant.

The recruitment and retention of an appropriate range of foster carers is part of Tusla’s busi-
ness plan. Tusla are particularly interested in recruiting foster carers with the skills required to 
look after children with complex needs, or from a range of ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
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  Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 568.

22/10/2019WRY02400Youth Services

22/10/2019WRY02500574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she and her Department continue to engage with local and voluntary youth 
services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43589/19]

22/10/2019WRY02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
and I continue to engage with local and voluntary youth services in a range of ways which I 
happy to outline for the Deputy.

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country, including those from dis-
advantaged communities.  My Department also involves stakeholders from the sector on an 
ongoing basis, and also around specific developments and consultations.

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs administers the Youth Service Grant Scheme 
which provides funding for 30 nationwide voluntary Youth Organisations to provide and pro-
mote non-formal education and development opportunities for young people, and to help them 
develop social skills and competencies.  My Department and I maintain close contact with the 
national youth organisations throughout the year and meet formally with them all twice a year 
to share knowledge and information on developments in the youth sector. 

My Department also supports marginalised, vulnerable and disadvantaged young people 
through informal and non-formal educational opportunities via The Targeted Youth Funding 
Scheme.  Working through local ETBs takes advantage of on-the-ground youth work expertise 
and allows for flexible youth services to be designed based on local analysis of need and exist-
ing provision, implemented using evidence-based approaches, and evaluated to ensure impact 
for service users and value for money for the taxpayer.  We have worked extremely closely with 
the sector in the development of the new scheme, under the principle of ‘co-design’, and have 
had many consultation events around the country with stakeholders from local youth project, 
ETBs, national youth organisations, and young people themselves. 

My Department also administers the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme via local ETBs to 
support activities at local youth clubs and groups; and also funds 21 Youth Information Cen-
tres which provide young people with access to information on rights, opportunities, benefits, 
health, welfare and other matters.

In addition, the Capital Funding Scheme has provided small to medium capital grants to 
qualifying youth projects which are in receipt of funding from DCYA.  Eligible youth projects 
make an application through their local Education and Training Board.

22/10/2019WRY02700Capital Expenditure Programme

22/10/2019WRY02800575. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
capital spend by his Department to date in 2019 including the capital carry over from 2018, by 
subhead; the provision under each subhead including the capital carry over from 2018 provided 
for in the Revised Estimates Volume for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42986/19]

22/10/2019WRY02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Further 
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Revised Estimates for 2019 in respect of the Department of Rural and Community Develop-
ment provides for gross capital expenditure of €138 million. There was no carryover from 2018 
as the provision was fully utilised.

€76.3 million of my Department’s capital allocation has been spent to date. I have set out ex-
penditure allocations by subhead, and the respective spend to 16 October, in the following table.

Gross capital expenditure to the end of September, the most recent period that can be com-
pared to profiled expenditure, is slightly ahead of the profile estimated at the start of the year. As 
is usual for capital projects, the majority of claims for payment will be made in the final quar-
ter of the year as projects progress to completion and capital grant approvals are drawn down. 

Continued close monitoring of expenditure is a matter of significant priority so as to en-
sure full use of our allocated resources, and that value for money is delivered in respect of our 
funding. 

 Capital Expenditure to 16 October

 -   REV   2019 YTD - Actual 
     V42 – GROSS (€’000s) 138,000 76,342 
   
A - REGIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT &   REGIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

122,882 69,705

A.2 - ADMINISTRATION - 
NON PAY 

182  73

A.4 - NATIONAL RU-
RAL DEVELOPMENT 
SCHEMES 

15,000  8,881

A.5 - LEADER - RURAL 
ECONOMY SUB PRO-
GRAMME   

30,000  34,239

A.7 - TOWN AND VIL-
LAGE   REGENERATION 

15,000  9,843

A.8 – REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

700  4

A.9. - LOCAL IMPROVE-
MENT SCHEMES 

10,000  5,599

A10 - RURAL REGENER-
ATION & DEVELOPMENT 
FUND

52,000  11,066

B - COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT 

15,118  6,636

B.2 - ADMINISTRATION - 
NON PAY 

151  52

B.3 –SUPPORTS FOR 
COMMUNITY & VOLUN-
TARY SECTOR 

1  -

B.6- SUPPORTS FOR 
DISADVANTAGED COM-
MUNITIES

1,767  371
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 -   REV   2019 YTD - Actual 
B.7- DORMANT AC-
COUNT MEASURES

2,500  702

B.8- PROGRAMME FOR 
PEACE AND RECONCILI-
ATION

650  -

B.10 - LIBRARY DEVEL-
OPMENT AND   ARCHIVE 
SERVICE 

6,049  1,512

B.11 - COMMUNITY 
ENHANCEMENT PRO-
GRAMME 

4,000  4,000

22/10/2019WRY03000Departmental Reports

22/10/2019WRY03100576. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the progress to date for each of the 41 action points made in the Mobile Phone and Broadband 
Taskforce report published in December 2016 in which his Department has lead or joint respon-
sibility for implementing following the third National Stakeholder Forum; if each such action 
point has been completed, not completed or is ongoing, respectively; and the revised deadlines 
for action points not delivered by the original timeframes set out in tabular form. [42987/19]

22/10/2019WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was published in 
December 2016 and included 40 actions to alleviate barriers to mobile phone reception and 
broadband access.  A Taskforce Implementation Group was established in early 2017 to oversee 
the delivery of the actions in the report. 

A Review of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce report was published on 21 Febru-
ary 2018, and provides a comprehensive progress report on all 40 of the actions included in the 
original report.  In addition, the Review presented the 2018 Work Programme of the Implemen-
tation Group, comprising 34 actions to be progressed during 2018.  Any relevant actions which 
were not completed or closed in 2017 were carried forward into the 2018 Work Programme. 

A Review of the 2018 Work Programme was published in February 2019.  This provides a 
progress report on the 2018 Work Programme, as well as setting out 35 actions for the Imple-
mentation Group to progress in 2019.  Again, any relevant actions which were not completed or 
closed in 2018 were carried forward into the 2019 Work Programme.

Each implementation review, as well as quarterly progress reports highlighting the status of 
each action, can be found on the Gov.ie website at: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/215136-
mobile-phone-and-broadband-taskforce/.  The most recent progress report, for Quarter 2 2019, 
was published on 9th July.  

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce structure is now in its third year of operation.  
It continues to identify solutions to barriers to the roll out of telecommunications infrastructure 
and aims to improve mobile phone and broadband coverage nationwide.   

The third National Stakeholder Forum was held in Dublin on 11th October and the discus-
sions that took place at that event will form the basis of the future work programme of the 
Taskforce.
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22/10/2019WRY03300Departmental Staff Data

22/10/2019WRY03400577. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of persons by Civil Service grade working in the regional telecommunications develop-
ment unit of his Department, in tabular form; the role of the unit in his Department with regard 
to the national broadband plan; the progress to date on the provision of a map of blackspots in 
mobile phone coverage undertaken by the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42990/19]

22/10/2019WRY03500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): There are currently 3.75 whole time equivalent civil servants working on tele-
communications issues in the Regional Development and Innovation Unit of the Department 
of Rural and Community Development.  A breakdown of the staffing by grade is provided in 
tabular format.

Regional Development and Innovation Unit – Broadband Support

Grade Number of Staff
Principal Officer .5
Assistant Principal 1
Higher Executive Officer 2
Clerical Officer   .25
Total Staff           3.75
The Regional Development and Innovation Unit works closely with the Department of 

Communications, Climate Action and Environment to identify and mitigate barriers to the roll-
out of telecommunications infrastructure, including the National Broadband Plan (NBP).

The Unit shares responsibility with officials at the Department for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment for the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, which I chair. 
The Unit also supports the nationwide network of 31 Local Authority Broadband Officers, who 
are co-funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development. The  Broadband Of-
ficers play a pivotal role in local telecommunications development and will be central figures 
in the roll-out of the NBP.

With regard to mobile phone coverage mapping, the Commission for Communications Reg-
ulation (ComReg) has made an online outdoor mobile coverage map available on its website, 
https://www.comreg.ie/  . This resource provides consumers with information on the quality 
of mobile services, by operator, across the country.  The map was a deliverable of the Mobile 
Phone and Broadband Taskforce.

22/10/2019WRY03600Departmental Staff Data

22/10/2019WRY03700578. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of persons by Civil Service grade working in the broadband office support unit of his 
Department, in tabular form. [42991/19]

22/10/2019WRY03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Re-
gional Development and Innovation Unit of the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment is tasked with identifying and mitigating barriers to the rollout of telecommunications 
infrastructure, including the National Broadband Plan. The Unit works closely with Broadband 
Officers, who are co-funded by the Department, and based in each local authority, in support of 
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this objective. The Unit also has responsibility for supporting the development of the Atlantic 
Economic Corridor initiative. 

There are currently 3.75 civil servants working in the Department’s Regional Development 
and Innovation Unit on telecommunications issues.  A breakdown of staff by grade is provided 
in tabular format.

Regional   Development and Innovation Unit – Broadband Support
Grade Number   of Staff
Principal   Officer .5
Assistant   Principal 1
Higher   Executive Officer 2
Clerical   Officer .25
Total   Staff 3.75

22/10/2019WRY03900LEADER Programmes Data

22/10/2019WRY04000579. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress made to date with the roll-out of the LEADER Programme 2014 to 2020; the expendi-
ture incurred to date on the programme by administrative, amination and projects costs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42994/19]

22/10/2019WRY04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER is 
a multi-annual programme which has a total budget of €250 million over the period to 2020.  It 
is administered by Local Action Groups (LAGs) who deliver the programme across the country.

Total expenditure on the LEADER programme since it commenced - effectively in 2016 
when the majority of Funding Agreements were signed with the LAGs - amounts to over €69.5 
million.  This comprises:

- €1.5 million in initial costs incurred by the LAGs to develop their Local Development 
Strategies.

- €31.9 million in administration costs of the LAGs and the cost of their engagement with 
communities to generate projects.

- €36.1 million on project expenditure. 

The level of project activity under the LEADER programme has increased significantly 
over the last year. Over 2,400 projects have now been approved for funding of over €91.8 mil-
lion.  A total of 935 projects have been approved in 2019 alone.  

A further 310 applications, requesting an additional €26.4 million, are at an earlier stage in 
the approvals process.

In addition, more than 100 Food and Co-operation projects have been approved at national 
level, outside of the core budget available to the LAGs.

Project payments have increased significantly in recent months as approved works are com-
pleted and claims are submitted. Over €36.1 million of project expenditure has been incurred to 
date, €22.9 million of that in the current calendar year.

Indeed, there is a growing demand for more LEADER funding to be made available in some 
areas. In this regard, earlier this week I announced the allocation of an additional €5 million to 
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the 10 LAGs that are most advanced in delivering the LEADER programme.  This is further 
evidence of the significant progress made under LEADER since my Department introduced a 
range of administrative improvements to the programme in 2017 and 2018.

22/10/2019WRY04200LEADER Programmes Data

22/10/2019WRY04300580. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the clubs, groups and organisations that have received funding under the LEADER programme 
in County Galway in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the level of funding 
provided to each group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43131/19]

22/10/2019WRY04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The LEAD-
ER programme in County Galway is administered by two Local Action Groups (LAGs).  

The Galway West LAG, Forum Connemara CLG, covers the Connemara region and the off-
shore Islands.  The Galway East LAG, Galway Rural Development CLG, covers the municipal 
districts to the east of Galway City. 

The Funding Agreement for the LEADER 2014-2020 programme was signed with Forum 
Connemara in October 2016, while the Funding Agreement with Galway Rural Development 
was signed in April 2017. The programme effectively became operational in County Galway 
from these dates. 

The total amount of funding allocated to County Galway for the duration of the LEADER 
programme to 2020 is in excess of €12.1 million.  €4.5 million of this is allocated to the Galway 
West LAG, and €7.6 million is allocated to the Galway East LAG.

No projects were approved for funding is these LAG areas in 2016 or 2017 as the initial 
focus of the LAGs was to work with potential project promoters to develop project ideas and 
bring forward proposals for funding.  However, there has been a significant increase in project 
approvals nationally since the start of 2018, and this is also evident in County Galway.  

The Galway East LAG has now approved 61 projects applications to a value of over €2 mil-
lion.  A further 17 projects, requesting funding in excess of €603,000 are at earlier stages in the 
approvals process.  

The Galway West LAG has approved funding of over €1.5 million to 48 projects, while a 
further 4 projects seeking almost €500,000 in funding are at earlier stages in the process.

Payments under the programme will increase significantly as these projects are completed 
and payment claims are submitted. 

Details of all projects funded by the LEADER Local Action Groups in County Galway are 
available on-line at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b849be-local-action-groups-approved-
projects-2014-2020/. 

22/10/2019WRY04500Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRY04600581. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43320/19]



22 October 2019

263

22/10/2019WRY04700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have set 
out in the following table details requested in relation to consultancy services engaged by my 
Department in 2018.

 Name Subhead  Invoice Date  Amount  Service En-
gagement

KOSI   COR-
PORATION 
LTD

A.2 (vii)   Con-
sultancy Servic-
es and VFM & 
Policy Reviews

13-April 2018 12,822.75 Project Manage-
ment Assistance

22/10/2019WRY04800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRY04900582. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department from 1 
January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43337/19]

22/10/2019WRY05000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have pro-
vided the information requested by the Deputy in the following table. These reviews were all 
carried out in-house (no external consultants engaged) and are all available on the Government 
website Gov.ie.
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 Name of Value for 
money/policy review

 Date completed  Cost  Details 

 LCDC Review August2019  Zero The Department of 
Rural and Commu-
nity Development 
commenced an inter-
nal review of Local 
Community Devel-
opment Committees 
(LCDCs) in October 
2017. The review 
sought to assess 
strategic and opera-
tional development 
of LCDCs since they 
were established and 
to identify opportu-
nities to strengthen 
and support them in 
the coming years. 
The review was 
overseen by a steer-
ing group established 
by the Department 
for that purpose. It 
was underpinned 
by comprehensive 
consultation and 
supported by an 
analysis of data 
gathered during the 
review process. The 
LCDC Review was 
published in August 
2019. 
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 Name of Value for 
money/policy review

 Date completed  Cost  Details 

Review ofRevitalis-
ing Areas by Plan-
ning, Investment and 
Development (RAP-
ID) programmeand 
the Communities 
Facilities Scheme 
(CFS)

June 2018  Zero On foot of this re-
view, the new Com-
munity Enhancement 
Programme (CEP) 
was launched in May 
2018. It replaces and 
builds on RAPID 
and the Communities 
Facilities Scheme 
(CFS)Combining 
these schemes makes 
for a more flexible, 
streamlined and 
targeted approach to 
providing funding to 
those communities 
most in need, while 
reducing the level 
of administration 
involved. 

Revised Dog Breed-
ingEstablishment 
Guidelines.

 July 2018  Zero The Department 
published revised 
Dog Breeding Estab-
lishment Guidelines 
in July 2018, follow-
ing a review of this 
area. These revised 
Guidelines became 
effective from 1 
January 2019. 

22/10/2019WRY05100Rural Development Programme Data

22/10/2019WRY05200583. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the financial allocations on an annual basis under the 2014-2020 rural development pro-
gramme per measure 19 support for LEADER local development; the annual amount expended 
on the programme in each year of the RDP up to 30 September 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [43471/19]

22/10/2019WRY05300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER, 
which is referred to at EU level as Measure 19 of the Rural Development Programme, forms 
part of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 and has a total budget of €250 mil-
lion over the programming period.  

€225 million of this budget is allocated to Local Action Groups (LAGs) who deliver the 
programme and approve projects at local level. This includes €5 million in additional funding I 
allocated to the top 10 performing LAGs this week. The balance of €25 million is provided for 
thematic projects which are approved at national level. 
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The funding which has been allocated to the LAGs is provided for the duration of the pro-
gramme, rather than on an annual basis. This provides greater flexibility to the LAGs in manag-
ing their resources.    

Table 1 details the overall expenditure incurred each year to date under the programme.  
The figures reflect expenditure from the LAGs’ core funding as well as expenditure under the 
national thematic schemes.  The expenditure includes the initial costs incurred by the LAGs 
in developing their Local Development Strategies in the early years of the programme, LAG 
administration costs and the cost of their engagement with communities to generate projects, as 
well as project expenditure itself. 

Expenditure and project approvals under LEADER have increased significantly over the 
last year.  As of 30th  September 2019, a total of 2,419 projects were approved by the LAGs for 
core funding of over €90.2 million. A further 292 core projects with a combined value in excess 
of €23.5 million were at earlier stages of the approvals process.

In addition, over 100 Food and Co-operation projects have been approved at national level 
under the thematic schemes referred to above.

The level of project expenditure under the programme is expected to increase further in 
2019 as payment claims are submitted in respect of these project approvals.   

Table 1: LEADER 2014-2020 Expenditure broken down per year as of 30th September 
2019  

Total Programme Expenditure
2015 €1,251,185
2016 €1,260,921
2017 €12,123,851
2018 €22,983,713
2019 €29,984,087
Total €67,603,757

22/10/2019WRY05400Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

22/10/2019WRY05500584. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of applications made under the rural regeneration and development fund to date by 
county; the number of applications granted funding to date by county; the funding approved 
for the scheme in 2019; the number and value of payments made to date in 2019 for approved 
projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43540/19]

22/10/2019WRY05600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund seeks to support ambitious and strategic projects which 
have the potential to transform rural economies and communities. The Government has com-
mitted €1 billion over 10 years to the Fund and €315 million is allocated to the Fund for the 
period 2019-2022. 

The first call under the Fund closed in September 2018.  280 applications were received – 
126 Category 1 applications (projects which had the relevant planning and consents in place 
and could commence capital works in 2019) and 154 Category 2 applications (projects which 
had potential but needed further development to enable them to be potentially submitted as Cat-
egory 1 proposals in the future). The number of applications per county is set out in Table 1.



22 October 2019

267

In November 2018 and February 2019 I announced details of a total of 38 Category 1 
projects and 46 Category 2 projects which were successful under the first call from the Fund, 
providing €86m in support for projects worth a total of €117m.  The county breakdown of the 
projects which were announced is set out in Table 2.

Following the announcement of the successful projects, my Department engaged with each 
lead party to complete due diligence requirements.  Contractual arrangements were also drawn 
up with the release of funding based on the achievement of key milestones in the projects. 

In this regard, significant progress is already being made on the implementation of suc-
cessful projects.  A number of the projects have already reached their first milestone and had 
funding released.  To date, €13,966,102 has been drawn down from the Fund by 25 separate 
projects.  I expect that payments from the Fund will continue to accelerate over the coming 
weeks and months as further milestones are achieved across the other projects.

The second call for Category 1 applications under the Fund closed on the 6th  August 2019 
and 69 applications were received.  The number of applications per County is set out in Table 
3.  My Department is currently finalising the assessment process in relation to the applications, 
carried out in conjunction with the Project Advisory Board for the Fund, which is comprised of 
representatives from key Government Departments and independent experts.  In that regard, I 
expect to be in a position to announce successful projects under the second call shortly. 

Table 1. Number of Applications under the First Call per County

 - Category 1 Applica-
tions   

Category 2 Applica-
tions   

Overall     Applica-
tions per County

Carlow 1 5 6
Cavan 2 3 5
Clare 13 10 23
Cork 17 49 66
Donegal 8 4 12
Dublin 0 1 1
Galway 9 5 14
Kerry 7 7 14
Kildare 4 9 13
Kilkenny 4 5 9
Laois 4 1 5
Leitrim 2 3 5
Limerick 13 5 18
Longford 2 1 3
Louth 2 2 4
Mayo 7 6 13
Meath 2 6 8
Monaghan 5 4 9
Offaly 1 4 5
Roscommon 4 1 5
Sligo 3 2 5
Tipperary 3 3 6
Waterford 1 4 5
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 - Category 1 Applica-
tions   

Category 2 Applica-
tions   

Overall     Applica-
tions per County

Westmeath 1 2 3
Wexford 5 6 11
Wicklow 1 2 3
Multiple   Locations 5 4 9
Totals 126 154 280
Table 2.  Number of Projects Announced as Approved for Funding by County

 Applications An-
nounced as Ap-
proved for Funding 
Category 1

Applications An-
nounced as Ap-
proved for Funding 
Category 2

Total Applications 
Announced as Ap-
proved for Funding

Carlow 1 1 2
Cavan 1 2 3
Clare 4 2 6
Cork 2 5 7
Donegal 2 1 3
Dublin 0 0 0
Galway 3 3 6
Kerry 1 4 5
Kildare 1 2 3
Kilkenny 2 1 3
Laois 1 0 1
Leitrim 0 1 1
Limerick 3 1 4
Longford 2 0 2
Louth 1 1 2
Mayo 3 2 5
Meath 0 4 4
Monaghan 1 4 5
Offaly 0 1 1
Roscommon 3 1 4
Sligo 2 1 3
Tipperary 1 0 1
Waterford 0 1 1
Westmeath 0 1 1
Wexford 1 4 5
Wicklow 0 0 0
Multiple   Locations 3 3 6
Totals 38 46 84
Table 3.  Number of Applications under the Second Call per County

County Number of   Applications
Carlow 2
Cavan 4
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County Number of   Applications
Clare 5
Cork 4
Donegal 3
Donegal,   Galway, Kerry, Leitrim 1
Galway 4
Kerry 6
Kildare, Laois 1
Kilkenny 3
Laois 1
Leitrim 2
Limerick 5
Longford 1
Mayo 4
Meath 3
Monaghan 2
Offaly 3
Roscommon 2
Sligo 1
Tipperary 4
Waterford 2
Wexford 3
Wicklow 3
Grand Total 69

22/10/2019WRY05700Brexit Issues

22/10/2019WRY05800585. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the situation for an Irish citizen living in Northern Ireland with regard to payment of 
social security if they wish to continue to enjoy benefits here and in other member states in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit or with a Brexit deal (details supplied). [43357/19]

22/10/2019WRY05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
the context of Brexit, it is important to underline that, under any scenario, Irish citizens will 
continue to have EU citizenship wherever they reside. They will continue to enjoy the right to 
live and work throughout the EU and the right not to be discriminated against on the grounds 
of nationality.

In addition, in any scenario the Government will continue to work with the UK to underline 
that the rights and entitlements of Irish citizens living in Northern Ireland are of fundamental 
importance and must be protected in accordance with the Good Friday Agreement. There is 
also an onus on the UK government to protect the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts and it 
should ensure that these issues, including possible future UK participation in EU funds and pro-
grammes, are part of its position for the detailed discussions on the EU-UK future relationship. 

It is important to be clear that the Common Travel Area will also be maintained in all cir-
cumstances, and this allows Irish citizens and British citizens to access a range of similar rights 
in each other’s countries on a reciprocal basis, including access to healthcare and education. 
This is particularly important for the ways in which people live on the island of Ireland.
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In the event of a no deal Brexit, under the Common Travel Area, Irish citizens and British 
citizens in each other’s state have the right to access social security benefits on the same basis 
as citizens of that state. This includes reciprocal arrangements for social insurance schemes, 
social assistance schemes and child benefit. The Government is committed to ensuring that the 
reciprocity of social welfare rights and entitlements, which currently exist for Irish and British 
citizens within the Common Travel Area, are safeguarded and maintained.

Because of the unique nature of the Common Travel Area and the associated rights and 
privileges which it provides and will continue to provide for Irish and British citizens in each 
other’s countries, Ireland and the United Kingdom have formalised the pre-existing Common 
Travel Area social security arrangements in a legally binding agreement. Under the terms of the 
agreement, all existing arrangements regarding social insurance entitlements will be maintained 
in Ireland and the UK. This means that Irish citizens living in Ireland maintain the right to 
benefit from social insurance contributions made when working in the UK and to access social 
insurance payments if living in the UK and vice versa.  This is in keeping with the current EU 
social security coordination practices, whereby a person ordinarily pays social security contri-
butions in the country in which they work (rather than reside).

The Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland (that is an integral part of the Agreement on the 
Withdrawal of the UK from the EU, and which has now been endorsed by the European Council 
and agreed with the UK Government) confirms the Union citizenship of Irish citizens in North-
ern Ireland. The Protocol also confirms that Irish citizens in Northern Ireland, “will continue to 
enjoy, exercise and have access to rights opportunities and benefits” that come with EU citizen-
ship.

How best to ensure the access of those entitled to Irish citizenship in Northern Ireland to 
specific EU benefits - such as in the areas of social security - will be addressed as appropriate 
during the period of transition and in the context of the future relationship. To this end, the 
Government will continue to proactively engage to ensure that people in Northern Ireland enjoy 
access to EU rights, opportunities and benefits into the future. Ireland will continue to seek - to 
the greatest extent possible - the maintenance of the status quo. 

The Government will continue to proactively engage to ensure that people in Northern 
Ireland continue to enjoy access to EU rights, opportunities, and benefits in to the future.  The 
Government has made commitments in respect of access to the benefits of the European Health 
Insurance Card and the Erasmus+ programme in the context of a no deal scenario and the Gov-
ernment is committed to achieving the outcome that the people of Northern Ireland can access 
these entitlements in any circumstance. 

It is important to note that in the event of an orderly Brexit, under Article 18 of the With-
drawal Agreement, the transition period would ensure no change in terms of access under EU 
law until December 2020 at the earliest.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRY06000Social Welfare Appeals

22/10/2019WRY06100586. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [42968/19]

22/10/2019WRY06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
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istered in that office.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These papers were received in 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 18 September 2019 and the case will be referred to an Ap-
peals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRY06300Community Employment Schemes Review

22/10/2019WRY06400587. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress made to date by the interdepartmental group in relation to the hosting 
of the community employment social inclusion schemes; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43023/19]

22/10/2019WRY06500607. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the interdepartmental review of community employment schemes will be pub-
lished; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43101/19]

22/10/2019WRY06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 587 and 607 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental 
Group (IDG) to explore how social inclusion schemes might be organised going forward. 

A series of meetings of the IDG have taken place and a number of follow-up meetings 
were undertaken with the relevant Departments.  There was also a stakeholder consultation pro-
cess which resulted in a number of submissions that were included in the wider review.  I expect 
to have the final report over the coming weeks.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRY06700Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRY06800588. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43035/19]

22/10/2019WRY06900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person 
concerned on 16 July 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application was 
requested by a deciding officer on 16 October 2019.
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Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRY07000Respite Care Grant Applications

22/10/2019WRY07100589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a respite care grant for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43037/19]

22/10/2019WRY07200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment made by the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection to full-time carers.

The person concerned was paid the 2018 grant in early 2019. A short questionnaire was sent 
to her for completion in order to assess her eligibility for the 2019 grant. However, the person 
concerned indicated in her reply that she had reduced the hours of care that she provided. She 
confirmed this in reply to a further subsequent enquiry.

A written decision refusing her claim for the 2019 grant has been sent to her. She was ad-
vised of her right to submit additional information to enable a review of this decision to be 
undertaken. She has also been advised of her right of appeal the decision to the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRY07300Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRY07400590. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43039/19]

22/10/2019WRY07500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

As a result of an Appeals Officer’s decision, carer’s allowance was awarded to the person 
concerned on 17 September 2019 with effect from 18 October 2018. 

The first payment issued on 26 September 2019. Arrears for the period 18 October 2018 to 18 
September 2019 along with the 2019 carer’s support grant also issued on 26 September 2019.

The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 17 September 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ00300591. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43040/19]

22/10/2019WRZ00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An increased payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

The person concerned is in receipt of CA for one care recipient since 26 June 2008.

My department received an application for CA for a 2nd  care recipient on 13 September 
2018. 

A natural justice letter was sent to the person concerned on 5 November 2018 in relation to 
their hours of employment. 

Additional information was requested by a deciding officer on 11 May 2019. A further in-
formation request in relation to the person’s application was sent by a deciding officer on 20 
August 2019.

The application for CA for the first care recipient was stopped and for the second care 
recipient was disallowed, on the grounds that the person concerned was working outside the 
home for more than 15 hours per week. I am advised that information provided by the person’s 
employer advised that she was working between 23 and 28 hours per week for the period being 
investigated. 

The person concerned was notified on 4 September 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and her right of review and appeal. Another letter issued to the customer on 18 October 2019 
setting out a revised decision, the reason for it and her right of review and appeal.

Changes announced as part of Budget 2020 provide that a carer can work up to 18.5 hours 
per week from January 2020.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ00500Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ00600592. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43041/19]

22/10/2019WRZ00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 10 October 2019 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the 
appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  
The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has 
been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ00900593. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43042/19]

22/10/2019WRZ01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person 
concerned on 21 August 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application 
was requested by a deciding officer on 17 October 2019.

Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ01100Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ01200594. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43075/19]

22/10/2019WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman submitted an application for disability allowance 
(DA) on 2 August 2019.  

The application, based upon the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds and 
this gentleman was notified in writing of this decision on 17 October 2019. He was also notified 
of the reason for it and of the option to submit further medical evidence in support of his ap-
plication for review and of his right to appeal the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
(SWAO).

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ01400State Pension (Contributory)

22/10/2019WRZ01500595. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the pension of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43077/19]

22/10/2019WRZ01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 14 September 2018 and was 
awarded a pension at 85% of the maximum rate with effect from their 66th birthday.  

Their pension entitlement was subsequently reviewed in July 2019 under a new Total Con-
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tributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation which includes provision for homecaring 
periods.  The person’s pension entitlement, based on their full-rate contributions and credits, 
plus homecaring periods, increased to 90.14% of the maximum rate of State pension (contribu-
tory), with effect from their 66th birthday.  They were notified in writing of this decision on 12 
July 2019.

Provisions also exist for the award of a mixed insurance pro rata state pension, where a 
person has substantial periods of PRSI coverage that are not reckonable for pension purposes, 
in this case their employment in the Department of Education.  Whether or not such a pension 
is more advantageous to a person depends upon their individual circumstances. Their  pro 
rata pension entitlement was assessed as 85.36% of the maximum pension rate, which is less 
than their 90.14% pension entitlement based on their full-rate social insurance record.  

The person concerned is on the most financially beneficial rate of State pension (contribu-
tory) and the correct rate of pension commensurate with their contribution history.  They have 
been notified accordingly on 17 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ01700Disability Allowance Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ01800596. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43080/19]

22/10/2019WRZ01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 2 October 2019.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 14 October 2019 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ02000Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ02100597. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43081/19]

22/10/2019WRZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 26 June 2019.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, was 
refused on medical grounds as it was not found that this gentleman was substantially restricted 
in taking up employment. The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 27 
August 2019.
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Further medical evidence in support of his application was received on 4 October 2019. 
Once a review of this decision is carried out the person concerned will be notified in writing.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ02300Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ02400598. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43086/19]

22/10/2019WRZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 13 August 2019.  

On 16 October 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  On receipt of 
this information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ02600Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ02700599. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43087/19]

22/10/2019WRZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 25 June 2019.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, was 
refused on medical grounds as it was not found that this gentleman was substantially restricted 
in taking up employment.  

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 19 September 2019 and 
was also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the inde-
pendent Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO). No request for an appeal or review has been 
received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ02900Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ03000600. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43093/19]

22/10/2019WRZ03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following the submission of further medical evidence by the per-
son concerned, their case has been reviewed and they have been awarded disability allowance 
with effect from 13 February 2019. The first payment will be made by their chosen payment 
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method on 6 November 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ03200Disability Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ03300601. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43094/19]

22/10/2019WRZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that the department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from the person concerned on 9 November 2018. This application for 
DA was refused on failing to supply the information which was requested by a Social Welfare 
Inspector (SWI) and they were notified in writing of this decision on 21 March 2019.

This gentleman requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted 
additional evidence for consideration on 12 June 2019. The application has been referred back 
to the SWI for a report on the person’s means and circumstances.  

Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, a decision will be made on the 
application and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRZ03500Question Heading for question(s)  602

22/10/2019WRZ03600602. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43095/19]

22/10/2019WRZ03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 11 September 2019.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 3 October 2019 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ03800Disability Allowance Appeals
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22/10/2019WRZ03900603. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if time will be granted to allow a person (details supplied) to gather medical evi-
dence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43096/19]

22/10/2019WRZ04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned 
was registered in that office.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the person concerned should submit any new evidence he 
may have in support of his disability allowance appeal as soon as it is available. The appeals 
system is flexible and fair, allowing for further information to be submitted by the appellant 
up to and including at an oral hearing, if the Appeals Officer decides that an oral hearing is ap-
propriate in the case.  Any additional evidence obtained by the person concerned will be con-
sidered by the Appeals Officer. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ04100Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ04200604. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43097/19]

22/10/2019WRZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance was received from 
the person concerned on the 2nd April 2019.  The application was not allowed as the child was 
not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 5th 
June 2019 setting out the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance.

A request for a review of the decision was received on the 13th June 2019 and an appeal was 
subsequently registered by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 21st June 2019. As part 
of the appeals process, the application was re-examined by a deciding officer and the person 
concerned was notified on the 29th August 2019 that the review was unsuccessful.  An appeal 
submission was prepared and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 16th  Sep-
tember 2019 for consideration by an Appeals Officer.  The Social Welfare Appeals Office will 
contact the person concerned directly about the outcome of the appeal.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

22/10/2019WRZ04400Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRZ04500605. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43098/19]
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22/10/2019WRZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This domiciliary care allowance application has been finalised.  
The person concerned was notified in a letter dated 4th September 2019  that domiciliary care 
allowance has been awarded from the 1st January 2019.  This includes a back-dating payment 
for the maximum six months allowable in respect of the months January 2019 to June 2019.   
Arrears due for this period issued with the September 2019 payment on the 19th September 
2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

22/10/2019WRZ04700Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ04800606. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43099/19]

22/10/2019WRZ04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred on 27 September 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 607 answered with Question No. 587.

22/10/2019WRZ05100Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ05200608. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43102/19]

22/10/2019WRZ05300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This lady was notified on the 15th July 2019 that her Domiciliary 
Care Allowance was awarded on appeal from 1st May 2018. 

Arrears due for this period issued together with her August 2019 payment on the 20th Au-
gust 2019.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ05400Invalidity Pension Applications

22/10/2019WRZ05500609. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43123/19]

22/10/2019WRZ05600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Dep-
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uty Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from 29 August 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 31 October 
2019.  Any arrears due from 29 August 2019 to 30 October 2019 will issue as soon as possible.  
The gentleman in question was notified of this decision on 17 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ05700Invalidity Pension Applications

22/10/2019WRZ05800610. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43125/19]

22/10/2019WRZ05900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for this lady on 27 May 2019.  Her claim was disal-
lowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied. She was 
notified on 30 August 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review and 
appeal.

She subsequently appealed the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office 
(SWAO) and submitted further medical evidence in support of her appeal.  Following a review 
by a deciding officer of this medical evidence in conjunction with all information available to 
date, it has been decided that there is no change to the original decision.   A submission is being 
prepared by the department and will be forwarded to the SWAO for determination as soon as 
possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ06000Labour Activation Programmes Data

22/10/2019WRZ06100611. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons on jobseeker’s allowance and JobPath for 12 months or more 
in Ballybofey, Stranorlar and Killygordon, County Donegal; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [43126/19]

22/10/2019WRZ06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides a range of activation sup-
ports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour 
market to secure and sustain full-time paid employment. These supports include the JobPath 
service.  

The JobPath service was launched in 2015 on a ‘rolling basis’ with referral numbers gradu-
ally increasing over time. Between July 2015 and September 2019 some 244,400 jobseekers 
had engaged with the service.

While the Department does not keep separate statistics for Ballybofey, Stranorlar or Killygor-
don, participants in the JobPath service from these areas are most likely to have been referred 
by the Social Welfare Branch Office in Ballybofey. 
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There are currently 1,270 Jobseeker’s Allowance claims registered in the Ballybofey Social 
Welfare Branch Office and 911 of these are for longer than 12 months. There are currently 715 
clients engaged in JobPath following a referral from this Social Welfare Branch Office.  

Jobseekers may be supported through the JobPath service for up to 30 months: under the 
service jobseekers have access to a personal adviser (PA) who works with them potentially 
over two phases. During the first phase, of 12 months duration, the PA provides practical assis-
tance in searching, preparing for, securing and sustaining employment.  It should be noted that 
the aim of the JobPath service is to find sustainable employment for clients during this phase.  
The second phase only starts if the jobseeker is successful in finding work (during phase one).  
During this phase the PA continues to work with the jobseeker for a further period of at least 
three months, and up to 12 months, providing in employment supports.  In addition to the two 
phases jobseekers may also undertake training while with the service and this may extend the 
period the jobseeker is supported through the service for up to a further 6 months.  Of the 715 
currently engaged who were referred from Ballybofey social welfare branch office, 203 were 
referred over 12 months ago. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ06300Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ06400612. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43127/19]

22/10/2019WRZ06500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 7 October 2019 and that the Appeals Officer is now considering the 
appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  
The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the appeal has 
been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ06600Invalidity Pension Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ06700613. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); the length of time appeals are 
taking; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43128/19]

22/10/2019WRZ06800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that Office. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These papers were received in 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 30 August 2019 and the case has been referred to an Ap-
peals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evidence 
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presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ06900Invalidity Pension Applications

22/10/2019WRZ07000614. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43130/19]

22/10/2019WRZ07100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 08 May 2019.  The 
claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not sat-
isfied. He was notified on 16 July 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right of 
review and appeal.  

He requested a review of this decision and submitted further medical evidence in support 
of his request.  Following a review of all the information available the deciding officer (DO) is 
now satisfied that the medical conditions for the scheme are satisfied and invalidity pension has 
been awarded to the  gentleman in question with effect from 09 May 2019.  Payment will issue 
to his nominated bank account on 31 October 2019.  Any arrears due from 09 May 2019 to 30 
October 2019 will issue as soon as possible.  He was notified of this decision on 18 October 
2019.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRZ07200Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

22/10/2019WRZ07300615. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43132/19]

22/10/2019WRZ07400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 21 August 2019 and that the Appeals Officer has been considering the 
appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including that adduced at the oral hearing.  
It is envisaged that the Appeals Officer’s decision will be issued to the person concerned in the 
very near future. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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22/10/2019WRAA00200Living Alone Allowance

22/10/2019WRAA00300616. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43133/19]

22/10/2019WRAA00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
living alone allowance is an additional payment of €9 per week made to people aged 66 years or 
over who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments and who live alone.  It is only avail-
able to people who are under 66 years of age,  if they are in receipt of disability allowance, 
invalidity pension, incapacity supplement or blind pension. 

As the person concerned is under age 66 and not in receipt of a qualifying payment, they are 
not eligible for living alone allowance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA00500State Pension (Non-Contributory) Applications

22/10/2019WRAA00600617. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43134/19]

22/10/2019WRAA00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for state pension non-contributory was received from the person concerned on 30 
July 2019. A request for further information issued to the person on 15 August 2019. The case 
was referred to an Inspector of the Department on 2 September 2019 to interview the person 
and provide a report in relation to their means.

On 15 October 2019, the Inspector notified the Deciding Officer that the person concerned 
wished to withdraw their pension application.  The  person had also applied for and been award-
ed a widow(er)’s and surviving civil partner’s contributory pension.  A letter was issued to the 
person on 16 October 2019 requesting that they confirm in writing their wish to withdraw the 
state pension non-contributory application. 

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA00800Pension Provisions

22/10/2019WRAA00900618. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to a case (details supplied) which may have wider con-
sequences for the Irish pension landscape, in particular defined benefit pensions; the position of 
her Department on this legal opinion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43157/19]

22/10/2019WRAA01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that officials of my Department have engaged with the Pensions Authority, other 
relevant Departments, Agencies, and Member States, on the Advisory Opinion as well as in 
relation to relevant comments and observations already made in respect of the case referred to 
by the Deputy.  
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The Department is continuing to actively monitor the case pending any prospective judge-
ment of the Court.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA01100Public Services Card

22/10/2019WRAA01200619. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if private companies can demand and or request a public services card in order to 
undertake customer authentication or identification; if private companies have access to data-
bases to verify persons to their card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43158/19]

22/10/2019WRAA01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Public Services Card can only be requested by a body specified in Schedule 5 of the Social Wel-
fare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended, and only where that specified body has a transaction 
with a person concerned.

If an organisation is not a specified body, it is an offence for them to request a person to 
produce their PSC or to accept it if offered voluntarily.

Equally, if an organization is not a specified body, they do not have any access whatsoever 
to any data held by my Department in respect of any person.

It is important that the Department be made aware of any requests being made by a non-
specified body for a person to produce or provide details of their PSC, so that the body can be 
contacted and advised of the legislative provisions in this area.

Specified bodies are, in all cases, required to process and store data in accordance with the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018, as amended.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

22/10/2019WRAA01500620. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied). [43171/19]

22/10/2019WRAA01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person 
concerned on 10 June 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application was 
requested by a deciding officer on 16 October 2019.

Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA01700State Pension (Non-Contributory) Eligibility
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22/10/2019WRAA01800621. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her Department is in the process of contacting recipients of the non-contributory pen-
sion querying their entitlement to this payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43173/19]

22/10/2019WRAA01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
State pension non-contributory is a means-tested payment for people aged 66 and over, ha-
bitually residing in the State, who do not qualify for a state pension contributory, or who only 
qualify for a reduced rate contributory pension based on their social insurance record.  

For the purposes of the means-assessment, it is necessary at the outset for claimants to 
provide full details of any income(s), assets, savings and investments they hold. Following the 
award of pension, a reporting obligation continues to apply whereby the recipient (and, where 
relevant, their qualified adult dependant, personal representative or agent) must notify the De-
partment in a timely manner of any change in their circumstances that may impact on their 
on-going pension entitlement. This requirement is explained in their letter of award of state 
pension non-contributory pension.  More recently, reminder letters issue to a proportion of all 
non contributory pensioners to remind them of the their responsibility in this regard.  The need 
to inform the Department of changes in circumstances is also included in the Department’s lit-
erature and website information. 

As part of my Department’s commitment to ensuring that recipient  receive their full and 
correct entitlements, the scheme area operates a cyclical review programme.  On selection, 
the claimant may be asked to complete and return a means questionnaire, together with any 
relevant documentation.  On receipt their payment entitlement is reviewed.  If this results in a 
change in payment entitlement, the person is informed of the change.  If the person is unhappy 
with the decision, the letter also explains their right of appeal to the independent Chief Appeals 
Office and how to avail of this option.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRAA02000Social Insurance Payments

22/10/2019WRAA02100622. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason employees must pay PRSI after the age of 66 years if they are still working even 
though these contributions cannot be used to determine the rate of payment to be awarded on 
their State pensions (contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43211/19]

22/10/2019WRAA02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Em-
ployees between the ages of 16 and pensionable age (currently 66 years)  are liable to pay PRSI 
at a Class and rate determined by the conditions of their employment and their weekly earnings.

Currently, where a person aged 66 and over is in employment, no employee or employer 
contributions are payable and their employment is recorded as Class M. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA02300Carer’s Allowance Payments

22/10/2019WRAA02400623. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a carer’s allowance and arrears due to a person (details supplied) will issue; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43237/19]
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22/10/2019WRAA02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 24 June 2019.  

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 16 October 2019 with effect from 10 January 
2019. The first payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 24 October 2019.

Arrears for the period 10 January 2019 to 16 October 2019 as well as the 2019 carer’s sup-
port grant will also issue on 24 October 2019. 

The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 16 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA02600Social Welfare Benefits Reviews

22/10/2019WRAA02700624. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the frequency of reviews carried out for carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [43291/19]

22/10/2019WRAA02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has a disability such that they require 
that level of care.

Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-
time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they 
require that level of care.  

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to CA or CARB, evidence must be provided 
in respect of a number of criteria including, the level of care they provide, their means and also 
that the person being cared for has such a disability that they require full-time care and atten-
tion.

Carer’s reviews take place in a number of circumstance as follows:- 

- If the decision on a new claim is negative the customer has the option to request a review 
or an appeal of this decision.  

- Once claims are in payment, my Department undertakes periodic reviews to ensure that 
there is continued entitlement.  

- A customer can at any stage request a review of their entitlement

I am advised that there are no statistics collated on the totality of carer’s allowance reviews 
carried out each year.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA02900Consultancy Contracts Data
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22/10/2019WRAA03000625. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the consultancy service providers engaged by her Department from 1 January 2018 to 
1 January 2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service 
engagement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43313/19]

22/10/2019WRAA03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department engages consultancy service providers (individuals or organisations) to provide  
analysis  that contributes to decision-making or policy-making.  The procurement of such ser-
vices  supports my Department in providing a high quality service to the public in a cost-effec-
tive  manner and is governed by a comprehensive regulatory framework. 

Details of the consultancy service providers engaged by my Department for the period in 
question is set out in tabular format below:

Consultancy service providers engaged by the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection from 1st January 2018 to 1st   January 2019

Consultancy   Service Pro-
vider

Purpose of the   Consultancy Expdenditure   (€)

Deloitte Ireland Data Strategy Project €188,289
Clickworks Ltd. Strategic Review of the 

Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protec-
tion’s Website

€47,294

Deloitte Ireland Digital Organisational 
Change Management

€100, 294

Mazars Compliance of the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection with 
the General Data   Protection 
Regulation (EU) 2106/679

€92,250

Economic and Social   Re-
search Institute

Social Inclusion Research €90, 150

Indecon Review of Local Employ-
ment Services

€58,154

Grant Thornton Business Information Secu-
rity Management

€55,104

Mazars Security Infrastructure 
and Storage Area Network 
(SAN) Audits

€41,513

Crowe Advisory Ltd. Forensic review of Financial 
Statements and Records of 
JobPath Contractors, Inter-
nal Audit

€21,247

Renaissance Contingency 
Services Ltd.

Business contingency con-
sultancy services

€14,145

Brendan Friel JobPath Consultancy Ser-
vices

€750

Paul Cunningham Consultancy Services on the 
implications of Brexit on 
Social Security

€520
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A breakdown of annual expenditure on consultancy and IT external service provision, and a 
list of purchase orders for €20,000 and above, is published on the Procurement Policy page of 
my Department’s website

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Policy.aspx  .

22/10/2019WRAA03200Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRAA03300626. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by her Department 
from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43330/19]

22/10/2019WRAA03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
Technical Report on the Disability Allowance (DA) Scheme was prepared by my Department 
in 2018.  This followed on from a paper prepared by Irish Government Economic and Evalua-
tion Service (IGEES) staff in the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform (DPER) as part 
of the 2017 round of spending reviews.  The paper examined the rise in DA recipient numbers 
in recent years and conducted further analysis of this increase using available data at that time. 
The costs of preparing this review were absorbed  by my Department.

The Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018 -2023 was published in 2018. This plan builds on 
previous policy reviews and sets out a timetable for implementation. The costs of this report 
were absorbed by the Department of the Taoiseach, Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

Section 19 of the Social Welfare Act 2017 provided that “The Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection shall review the impact of removing income generated from rent-a-
room relief from the means test for those in receipt of the One Parent Family Payment and shall 
bring forward a report on the same within 6 months of this Bill being enacted.” This review 
was conducted in 2018 by officials within the Department and therefore did not incur a direct 
financial cost.

22/10/2019WRAA03500State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

22/10/2019WRAA03600627. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person (details supplied) has been included in the review of pension entitlements for 
persons who were affected by changes in 2012 to the State pension (contributory) scheme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [43422/19]

22/10/2019WRAA03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
minimum of 520 full-rate paid contributions is required to qualify for the standard state pension 
(contributory). In late September 2018, my Department began examining the social insurance 
records of over 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who had a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands under a ‘Total 
Contributions Approach’. 

The person concerned applied for State pension (contributory) on 24 September 2019 and 
was assessed as having 371 full-rate paid social insurance contributions.  As their contributions 
fall short of the 520 paid contributions required to qualify for State pension (contributory), the 
person’s claim was disallowed and they were notified in writing of this decision on 5 October 
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2019.  The claim was not reviewed under the  ‘Total Contributions Approach’ as the legislative 
condition of having a minimum of 520 paid contributions was not met.

The person concerned is currently the beneficiary of the maximum rate Increase for quali-
fied adult (IQA) on their spouse’s pension. The option also remains for the person concerned to 
apply for state pension (non-contributory).  This is a means-tested payment, based on the per-
son’s share of household means. The maximum rate payable equates to 95% of the maximum 
rate of state pension (contributory).  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA03800Labour Activation Programmes

22/10/2019WRAA03900628. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if Turas Nua received a monetary award for a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43462/19]

22/10/2019WRAA04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
can confirm to the Deputy that Turas Nua has not received any fees in respect of named cus-
tomer. I am advised that there was a clerical error in relation to the customer’s interaction with 
Turas Nua which lead to the customer being written to on 30th Sept and again on 15th Oct 
explaining the nature of the error and offering apologies

I hope this clarifies for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA04100Child Benefit Appeals

22/10/2019WRAA04200629. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43463/19]

22/10/2019WRAA04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
child benefit claim from the person concerned is currently pending appeal.  Papers to refer have 
been transferred to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO), who will be in contact with her 
when a decision is made in the case.

As no further information has been received regarding the health of the child, I am advised 
that the original child benefit decision is still considered correct.   However, it is open to the 
person concerned to forward any additional information that she may have and in such circum-
stances this will then be reviewed by a deciding officer.

In the absence of any further information, the SWAO will decide the appeal and a decision 
letter will issue when they have concluded the case.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

22/10/2019WRAA04400State Pension (Contributory)

22/10/2019WRAA04500630. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason persons on five different tiers of the State pension (contributory) only 
received a percentage of the €5 increase with some only receiving a €2 increase with regard to 



Questions - Written Answers

290

the Budget 2019 announcement of a €5 increase across the board for social welfare recipients; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43477/19]

22/10/2019WRAA04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
In order to qualify for the maximum rate of the State pension (contributory) a person must, 
amongst other qualifying conditions, achieve a yearly average of at least 48 contributions paid 
or credited on their social insurance record.  Reduced pensions are paid to those with yearly 
averages as low as 10 contributions.  Arrangements are also in place for  the payment of pro-rata 
pensions to those with mixed rate insurance records or contributions from different countries. 

Reduced rate or pro-rata pensions are paid at a fixed percentage of the full rate payment, 
for instance, a person receiving a payment of 75% of the maximum rate receives 75% of any 
budget increase applied to the full rate pension.  In order to ensure that the differential between 
the various rates is maintained, budget increases are also applied on a pro-rata basis.  

It should be noted that applying the full budgetary increase to those with reduced payments 
would erode the differentials which exist and which are intended to reflect the level of contri-
bution which a person has made to the social insurance fund.  It would also mean that those 
on reduced rate pensions would, on an ongoing basis, benefit disproportionately from budget 
increases. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA04700State Pensions Payments

22/10/2019WRAA04800631. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason recipients of the State pension (contributory) and non-contributory pen-
sion did not receive their first payment increase until the last Friday of March 2019 with regard 
to the Budget 2019 announcement of a €5 increase across the board for social welfare recipients 
payable from March 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43478/19]

22/10/2019WRAA04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of the Budget 2019 package, I announced a general increase in the weekly rates of pay-
ment, building on similar increases introduced in Budget 2017 and Budget 2018.  A €5 increase 
in the weekly rates of payment for all social welfare recipients was announced, with proportion-
ate increases for qualified adults and those on reduced rates of payment. 

To allow for the full rate increase to be provided within the resources allocated for 2019, this 
general increase came into effect in the week beginning March 25th, 2019.  These increases cost 
€269m in 2019 and €350m in a full year.

I was pleased to announce on Budget Day this year that Budget 2020 increases will take ef-
fect in the week beginning  6th January, 2020.

22/10/2019WRAA05000Working Family Payment Payments

22/10/2019WRAA05100632. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the review of the backdating of the working family payment for a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43504/19]

22/10/2019WRAA05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
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support to employees on low earnings with children. In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant 
must have a qualified child and be engaged in full-time paid employment as an employee for 
not less than 38 hours per fortnight.  

Working family payment for the person concerned was renewed from 23rd of May 2019 
at a rate of €120 per week, taking the earnings for the person concerned as assessable income. 

All Working Family Payment monies have been paid to the person concerned to date.

 I trust this clarifies the matter.  

22/10/2019WRAA05300Carer’s Benefit Eligibility

22/10/2019WRAA05400633. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will revise the eligibility criteria for carer’s benefit in view of the fact that carers 
may not have full employment records in the 26 weeks prior to formally taking up full-time 
caring duties (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43509/19]

22/10/2019WRAA05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for someone in need of full-time care and attention.  A person may be eligible for Carer’s Ben-
efit if they have enough PRSI contributions.  This and other care-related supports, such as the 
Carer’s Allowance payment and the Carer’s Support Grant, provide recognition and support for 
the valuable role of carers.

Carer’s Benefit is payable for a maximum period of 104 weeks for each person being cared 
for.  It can be taken in one block or in separate periods as long as the combined total does not 
exceed 104 weeks.  The current weekly rate is €220.00.  Where a person is caring for two or 
more care recipients, the rate of payment is increased by 50%.   

At the end of September 2019, there were 2,946 carers in receipt of Carer’s Benefit.  Expen-
diture on Carer’s Benefit in 2018 was €35.93m and is estimated to be €37.83m in 2019.

A basic principle underpinning the Irish social insurance system is the contributory one.  
Under this principle there is a direct link between the PRSI contributions that a person has paid 
and entitlement to a varying range of benefits and pensions.  Where a person has sufficient PRSI 
contributions, then benefits and pensions may be paid as of right, where a particular contin-
gency arises and without a means test.

Prior to an amendment to the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2005, to be eligible for 
CARB an applicant would have to have been in employment for the three-month period prior 
to application and have been working for at least 17 hours per week or 34 hours per fortnight.  
This qualifying condition was amended to the current rule whereby an applicant must now be 
employed for at least 8 weeks, whether consecutive or not, in the previous 26 week period and 
have been working for at least 16 hours per week or 32 hours per fortnight. This amendment 
was made to expand the scheme to facilitate certain part-time, seasonal and atypical workers 
who had difficulty meeting the prior employment related conditions.

I can assure the Deputy that I am very aware of the key role carers play in society and I will 
continue to keep the range of supports available to carers under review. However, any improve-
ments or additions to these supports can only be considered in a budgetary context and in the 
light of available financial resources.  
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I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA05600Rent Supplement Scheme Expenditure

22/10/2019WRAA05700634. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the allocation for rent supplement for 2020. [43532/19]

22/10/2019WRAA05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
allocation for Rent Supplement in 2020 is €94.6m, as published in the 2020 Budget Estimates 
on Budget Day. 

22/10/2019WRAA05900Pension Fund Data

22/10/2019WRAA06000635. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of occasions the host mailing service for administrators of a pension 
scheme of her Department has been used in each year since it became operational; if there is a 
similar system in place for the scheme members; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[43547/19]

22/10/2019WRAA06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has arrangements in place to assist with the tracing of pension schemes mem-
bers.  The pension provider must have made an unsuccessful attempt to contact the scheme 
member and my Department will only forward correspondence to the last known address of 
the member, based on its records, and only if this address differs from that held by the pension 
scheme provider.

No personal data is provided to the pension scheme providers by my Department in this 
process. 

According to Departmental figures available,  this service has been used as follows for the 
years 2016 to date: 

2016 - 3,635

2017 - 3,528 

2018-  3,384

2019 - 2,679

Unfortunately, I am advised that only estimated figures for the years preceding 2016 are 
available which can be furnished to the Deputy if he wishes to have them.

The Department does not hold information on individuals’ private pension entitlements and 
therefore the host mailing service cannot help individuals trace unclaimed pensions.  If a person 
believes that they may have an unclaimed pension entitlement they should contact their former 
employers and/or pension scheme providers.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA06200Disability Allowance Applications
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22/10/2019WRAA06300636. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [43564/19]

22/10/2019WRAA06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 16 September 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 30 September 2019 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA06500Question Heading for question(s)  637

22/10/2019WRAA06600637. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43567/19]

22/10/2019WRAA06700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disability 
allowance from this lady on 27 September 2019. On completion of the necessary investigations 
on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/10/2019WRAA06800Water Conservation Grant Administration

22/10/2019WRAA06900638. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a person (details supplied) has been issued the water conservation grant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [43009/19]

22/10/2019WRAA07000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Water Conservation Grant was introduced in 2015, as part of the Government’s drive to 
promote increased conservation and more sustainable use of water services. The grant was ad-
ministered by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, on behalf of my 
Department, and was available on a universal basis to principal private residences for which 
a completed application was received on or before the deadline of 22 October 2015. It is un-
derstood that the person concerned applied for the Water Conservation Grant on 9 October 
2015, using the online system available at that time, and that payment of €100 was issued to 
their nominated bank account on 14 October 2015.
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22/10/2019WRAA07100Architects Register

22/10/2019WRAA07200639. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the introduction of an architectural technologists register; the legislation 
which will deal with the register; when the legislation will be introduced; and the timeframe for 
the operation of the register. [43020/19]

22/10/2019WRAA07300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Architectural Technologists are not currently classed as a regulated 
profession in Ireland. This means that there is no designated competent authority, which has the 
power to approve or restrict access to the profession in Ireland under national or EU law. 

In early 2016, Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) published Awards Standards for 
Architectural Technology award. The Awards Standards are designed to be used by: 

(i) providers when designing new programmes and establishing minimum intended pro-
gramme learning outcomes; 

(ii) awarding bodies when validating new programmes;  and

(iii) in the accreditation of programmes by the relevant professional bodies. They are also 
used by providers when reviewing their programmes.

In general, the regulation of professions is in the first instance a matter for industry repre-
sentatives working in consultation with relevant industry stakeholders.  My Department has 
been engaging with the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT) in relation 
to the establishment of a statutory register. In this regard, CIAT has identified that its preferred 
route is to set up a stand alone register for Architectural Technologists. As such, it is now a mat-
ter for CIAT to set up a register on an administrative basis in keeping with registers already in 
place for other professional groupings under the Building Control Act 2007 and in consultation 
with the relevant industry stakeholders.  

When this process is complete, my Department will be in a position to review it and poten-
tially bring forward legislative proposals to amend the Building Control Act 2007, to provide 
for a statutory register of Architectural Technologists. 

It is also worth noting that, depending on their personal background and experience, it may 
be open to persons who are Architectural Technologists, and who possess the requisite experi-
ence and competence in the design of buildings, to seek inclusion on either of the statutory reg-
isters in respect of Architects or Building Surveyors. A number of Architectural Technologists 
have already succeeded in gaining inclusion on the statutory registers to date and are thus in a 
position to act as Design Certifiers and Assigned Certifiers.

22/10/2019WRAA07400Departmental Bodies

22/10/2019WRAA07500640. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the engagement he has had on the Cork Events Centre now responsibility has been trans-
ferred to his Department. [43175/19]

22/10/2019WRAA07600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Responsibility for the advancement of proposals for the development of the Cork Events Centre 
remains, in the first instance, a matter for Cork City Council.  It was agreed in the context of 
Budget 2020 that responsibility at central government level would transfer to my Department.  
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Discussions in relation to the transfer process are underway.

22/10/2019WRBB00200Housing Adaptation Grant

22/10/2019WRBB00300641. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the additional funding request of €500,000 for Kildare County Council to fund 
housing adaptations for social housing tenants under category A (category 1) and category B 
(category 2) will be approved (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43252/19]

22/10/2019WRBB00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) Scheme applies to works that are necessary to address the 
needs of older people or people with a disability in local authority housing. This may involve 
minor adaptations such as stair-lifts, grabs-rails, showers, wet-rooms, ramps etc. It also pro-
vides funding for more major adaptations such as extensions, for example in the case of over-
crowding, or the installation of a downstairs bedroom or bathroom.

Some €15 million has been made available under the scheme in 2019, an increase of over €1 
million on 2018 levels.  On top of this exchequer funding, the local authority makes a further 
10% contribution in respect of these grants. It is a matter for local authorities to prioritise the 
works to be funded under the scheme in their area, in the context of available funding and in 
line with the terms of the DPG scheme. 

The available funding in 2019 was apportioned across all local authorities having regard 
to individual funding requests. Kildare County Council was granted an initial allocation of 
€450,000, which was supplemented by the allocation of a further €450,000, all of which has 
been drawn down in full.  My Department is currently reviewing expenditure under the pro-
gramme across all local authorities and the Council’s request for further funding, along with all 
requests for supplementary funding, are being considered in the context of available funding.

22/10/2019WRBB00500Local Authority Funding

22/10/2019WRBB00600642. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding which will be provided to local authorities in 2020 in lieu of the loss of com-
mercial rates from Irish Water properties; and the funding provided in 2019. [43286/19]

22/10/2019WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Government is providing €156 million to support local au-
thorities through the exchequer contribution to the Local Government Fund (LGF) in 2020. 

Support for local government in 2020 has been realigned, largely as a result of the valuation 
of Irish Water as a global utility liable for commercial rates.  From 2014 to 2019 compensation 
was paid to local authorities in lieu of commercial rates from Irish Water.  Irish water is liable 
for commercial rates from 2020 and the need for compensation in lieu of commercial rates 
ceases.  The apportionment of the valuation of Irish Water among local authorities from 2020 
will be based on population, similar to other global utility companies with national networks.  

It is expected that the local authority sector will collect a broadly similar amount through 
commercial rates as was received in previous years through exchequer funded water rates com-
pensation. I expect that in some cases, individual local authorities will receive more in commer-
cial rates  than they received in compensation, and that some local authorities will receive less. 
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My Department is actively monitoring the financial impact of this transition on local authori-
ties, in the context of their overall financial position.

22/10/2019WRBB00800Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRBB00900643. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the consultancy service providers engaged by his Department from 1 January 2018 to 
1 January 2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service 
engagement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43317/19]

22/10/2019WRBB01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Consultancy service providers are only engaged by my Department where specific expertise is 
required which is not available in the organisation at the relevant time. The consultancy expen-
diture by the Department in 2018, together with the purpose of each service engagement and the 
expenditure programme concerned, are set out in the following table.  It is the general practice 
in the Department that the cost of individual consultancy services is met from the dedicated 
budgets for the relevant  programme area.

Consultant Purpose of Consultancy 2018 
Expenditure(Programme 
Area)

AECOM Develop cost optimal cal-
culations and gap analysis 
for buildings in accordance 
with Article 5 of Directive 
2010/31/EU of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the 
Council of 19 May 2010 on 
the energy performance of 
buildings.

€104,174(Housing Pro-
gramme)

AECOM Development of Modelling 
and Cost Data Services for 
Part L, Conservation of Fuel 
and Energy - Dwellings. 

€78,973(Housing Pro-
gramme)

Capita Transformation Business Process Mapping 
Project.

€117,033(Housing Pro-
gramme)

Concept to Print Graphic Design for Bring-
ing Back Homes guidance 
document 

€12,961(Housing Pro-
gramme)

Housing and Sustainable 
Communities Agency/
PACEC

Independent Review of 
funding for Traveller-spe-
cific Accommodation since 
2000 in the context of the 
delivery and implementation 
of Local Authority Travel-
ler Accommodation Pro-
grammes.

€21,941(Housing Pro-
gramme)

O’Briain Beary Standard Layouts for Social 
Housing 

€35,363(Housing Pro-
gramme)
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Consultant Purpose of Consultancy 2018 
Expenditure(Programme 
Area)

Tom Dwyer Copy Editing - Bringing 
Back Homes

€675(Housing Programme)

ESRI Housing Economics research 
collaboration between the 
Department and the Institute

€198,687(Housing Pro-
gramme)

Behaviour and Attitudes Market survey as part of a 
cross departmental project 
examining the housing cir-
cumstances and attitudes of 
mature home owners

€85,000(Administration –
Research)

IPSOS/MRBI Market survey as part of 
a cross departmental proj-
ect examining the housing 
aspirations and preferences 
of renters.

€22,416(Administration – 
Research)

Optimize Socio-economic study in re-
lation to marine litter as part 
of OSPAR obligations.

€18,388(Water Programme)

RPS Group Prepare a Water Life Inte-
grated Project Proposal

€77,769(Water Programme)

RPS Group River Basin Management 
Plan 2018-2021: Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
and Appropriate Assessment.

€61,130(Water Programme)

RPS Group To prepare a strategic envi-
ronmental assessment/appro-
priate assessment in relation 
to Ireland’s fourth Nitrates 
Action Programme

€107,736(Water Pro-
gramme)

Ryan Hanley Consulting 
Engineers 

Study on use of best avail-
able techniques and best 
environmental practice to 
develop sustainable and cost 
effective solutions to reduc-
ing and preventing sewage 
and storm water related 
waste entering the marine 
environment 

€30,535(Water Programme)

Treanbeg Marine Consulting 
(Shellfish)

Carry out an OSPAR Marine 
Litter Survey

€5,560(Water Programme)

RPS Group Guidance Document for 
Planning Authorities on 
River Basin Management 
Plans 2018-2021

€112,422(Water Programme)
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Consultant Purpose of Consultancy 2018 
Expenditure(Programme 
Area)

GMIT Production of background 
document in relation to pro-
posed microbeads legislation

€4,305(Water Programme)

CAAS Ltd A Strategic Environmental 
Assessment of the review of 
the Wind Energy Develop-
ment Guidelines.

€31,840(Planning Pro-
gramme)

Des Johnson Independent Review of 
Draft S31 Direction in Ark-
low & Environs Local Area 
Plan 2018-2024

€3,088(Planning Pro-
gramme)

Irwin Carr Peer review of the noise ma-
terial for the Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines

€4,613(Planning Pro-
gramme)

Irwin Carr Additional peer review of 
the noise material for the 
Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines

€3,998(Planning Pro-
gramme)

KPMG Financial advice on issues 
relating to the establishment 
and operation of the LDA

€49,616(Planning Pro-
gramme)

RPS Group Specialist input to NPF team 
on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), Strate-
gic Flood Risk Assessment 
(SFRA) and Appropriate 
Assessment (AA).

€73,249(Planning Pro-
gramme)

Arthur Cox Legal advice on state aid, 
procurement and drafting 
primary legislation relating 
to the LDA

€171,146(Planning Pro-
gramme)

Ernst and Young Auditing expertise to pro-
vide service to Local Govt 
Audit Service 

€119,556(Administration- 
salaries, wages etc.)

Artefact Ltd Prepare Brand Guide Docu-
ment for Met Éireann Logo

€2,091(Administration - 
Consultancy Services)

Total Expenditure €1,554,264

22/10/2019WRBB01100Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRBB01200644. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by his Department 
from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [43334/19]

22/10/2019WRBB01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Government Departments regularly review expenditure programmes under the established sys-
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tem of value for money and policy reviews (VFMs).  Departments also undertake the related 
focused policy assessments (FPAs) as part of this initiative.

In the period under question my Department was engaged in conducting one VFM review 
of Exchequer spending on the provision of homeless services and one FPA on housing adapta-
tion grants.  The VFM review is close to completion and the FPA was finalised in August of this 
year.  As the reviews are undertaken by Department officials, no external costs arise.

Separately to this category of reviews, the Local Government Audit Service (LGAS) of my 
Department carries out VFM studies on local authority operations, with a view to identifying 
best practice and recommending ways of improving existing procedures, practices and systems 
and thereby promoting efficiency and cost effectiveness. As above, these reports are undertaken 
internally and no external costs arise.  Reports issued in 2018 are listed below.

1.  VFM Report No. 31 Coroner Service in Local Authorities, published in February 2018;

2.  Progress Report No. 8 – Progress on the implementation of the recommendations con-
tained in VFM Report No. 30 Corporate Estate Management and Maintenance in Local Au-
thorities, published in December 2018;

3.  An Overview Report of Commercial Rates in Local Authorities, published in December 
2018;

4.  An Overview Report of Pension Income and Costs in Local Authorities, published in 
December 2018;

In addition to the above formal reviews, my Department reviews its schemes and pro-
grammes on an ongoing basis to ensure that they are fit for purpose.

22/10/2019WRBB01400Housing Issues

22/10/2019WRBB01500645. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if bespoke housing supports for those who are homeless and pregnant are being pro-
vided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43345/19]

22/10/2019WRBB01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation 
and related services for homeless persons rests with the housing authorities. Decisions on the 
range of accommodation and support services to be provided are a matter for the individual 
housing authorities in consultation with the statutory Management Group of the relevant re-
gional joint Homelessness Consultative Forum.   

Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, includes 
a specific commitment to deliver a dedicated facility for pregnant women experiencing home-
lessness in the Dublin Region.  A facility to cater for pregnant women and their babies is now 
operational.

22/10/2019WRBB01700Planning Issues

22/10/2019WRBB01800646. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment his plans to amend the Planning and Development (Amendment) Regulations 2007 to lift 
the current 12 sq. m restriction on domestic rooftop solar. [43356/19]

22/10/2019WRBB01900648. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to amend the Planning and Development (Amendment) Regulations 2007 to lift 
the current 12 sq. m restriction on domestic rooftop solar; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [43479/19]

22/10/2019WRBB02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 646 and 648 together.

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, all development, unless spe-
cifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission.  Sec-
tion 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amend-
ed, set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission.  Any such 
exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions on exemptions set out in the 
Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each class of exempted develop-
ment in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

With regard to exemptions for solar panels, Class 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regula-
tions provides an exemption for “the installation or erection of a solar panel on, or within the 
curtilage of a house or any buildings within the curtilage of a house”, subject to certain siting 
and size conditions. 

Class 56 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for “the instal-
lation or erection on a business premises or light industrial building, or any ancillary buildings 
within the curtilage of such premises or building, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-
voltaic), subject to certain siting and size conditions. 

Furthermore, Class 18 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for 
“the installation or erection on an agricultural structure, or within the curtilage of an agricul-
tural holding, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-voltaic)”, again subject to a number 
of conditions. 

My Department is currently undertaking a review of the solar panel exemptions, and is 
actively engaging with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
and other key stakeholders, with a view to bringing forward amending Regulations, as may be 
required - for example, to reflect technical developments in the sector - before the end of 2019.  
As required under planning legislation, any such proposed exempted development regulations 
must be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive resolution 
from both Houses before they can be made.

22/10/2019WRBB02100Social and Affordable Housing

22/10/2019WRBB02200647. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if additional resources will be provided to Dublin City Council to allow its choice-
based letting scheme to resume. [43396/19]

22/10/2019WRBB02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Choice Based Letting (CBL) is a method whereby available social housing stock is let by being 
openly advertised by local authorities to persons on the social housing waiting list. This allows 
qualified applicants to ‘register an interest’ in available homes. 
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Applicants can act on their own initiative to respond to adverts and express an interest 
in dwellings that they would like to live in, rather than waiting for an authority to offer them a 
dwelling. This approach offers more choice and involvement for applicant households in select-
ing a new home, thereby reducing the likelihood of a refusal, and helping to build sustainable 
tenancies and stable communities. 

The Social Housing Allocation (Amendment) Regulations 2016 required all local authori-
ties, if they had not already done so, to provide for CBL as a method of allocation for social 
housing in their allocation schemes. The way in which CBL is implemented, including deci-
sions on which properties are to be offered through it, is a matter for the individual authority 
concerned. However, it must be done in accordance with the relevant regulations and their own 
scheme of priority. 

I am advised by Dublin City Council that they are currently operating a manual paper CBL 
model for selected units and have indicated their intention to implement a fully integrated on-
line CBL system in the near future.

Given the clear benefits offered by CBL, my Department continues to liaise with the local 
authorities to ensure that it is implemented as widely as possible across the country.  My De-
partment intends to meet with local authority Directors of Housing in November to examine 
the potential to increase the rollout and use of CBL by local authorities and all aspects of its 
operation will be discussed, including any perceived barriers. We will continue to support its 
use and expect that local authorities will also continue efforts to implement CBL in their areas.

  Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 646.

22/10/2019WRBB02500Pyrite Issues

22/10/2019WRBB02600649. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the €40 million allocated under the budget 2020 allocation to families with pyrite af-
fected homes will now be available to families in Dublin, north Leinster, County Mayo and 
Limerick city and county in addition to families with mica affected homes in County Donegal; 
if these are demand-led funding schemes; and if the budget will be substantially increased if 
necessary. [43522/19]

22/10/2019WRBB02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Last year, the Government agreed in principle to introduce a 
scheme to support affected homeowners in the counties of Donegal and Mayo to carry out the 
necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been significantly damaged due to defec-
tive concrete blocks. 

Budget 2020 provides funding of €40 million to fund  the operation of the pyrite remedia-
tion scheme and this new scheme to address the issues identified in Donegal and Mayo.

Funding for future years will be agreed on an annual basis as part of the normal Estimates 
process and additional funding can be provided should it be required.

The full terms and conditions of the scheme are currently being finalised in consultation 
with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, including the development of the neces-
sary regulations.  

This process takes account of the engagement that my Department is currently having with 
both Donegal and Mayo County Councils, who will operate and administer the scheme.
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In this regard, my Department continues to meet with both local authority teams to conclude 
implementation arrangements for the scheme. Further engagement will take place over the 
coming weeks. 

The aim will be to complete the outstanding work without delay in order to ensure that the 
scheme can get underway as early as possible.

Separately, the Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the estab-
lishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board   and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to 
be implemented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite remediation 
scheme was first adopted in February 2014.

The provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material 
and not to damage arising in any other circumstance, e.g. such as pyrite in concrete blocks.  

The Pyrite Remediation Scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie. 

The latest figures available indicate that 2,504 applications have been received under the 
pyrite remediation scheme. Of these, 2,022 dwellings have been included in the scheme and the 
applicants notified accordingly. A further 114 applications have been validated and referred to 
the Housing Agency for the Assessment and Verification Process, while another 199 applica-
tions are at the initial Application and Validation Process. 169 applications under the scheme 
were not successful.

Of the 2,022 dwellings that have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme: 

58 are at remedial works planning stage, 

13 are at tender / tender analysis,

219 are under remediation, and 

1,732 are complete.

Funding provided to my Department under Budget 2020 will support 300 affected hom-
eowners with dwellings that have been significantly damaged due to pyrite problems under the 
Pyrite Remediation Scheme next year.

In regard to Limerick, my Department understands that the Pyrite Resolution Board is aware 
of pyrite in the hardcore in a number of dwellings in Limerick and is in the process of making a 
proposal to include Limerick City and County Council area in the Pyrite Remediation Scheme.

Any amendments which the Board consider are required to the scheme will be given full 
consideration should they be submitted to me in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

22/10/2019WRBB02800Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

22/10/2019WRBB02900650. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when the final report of the review of the tenant purchase scheme will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43527/19]
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22/10/2019WRBB03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Hous-
ing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase 
(Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out find-
ings and recommendations.  

I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social housing reform measures to Govern-
ment in the near future and the relevant recommendations made in the Review of the Tenant 
Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process. Following consideration of a num-
ber of implementation issues arising, in that context, I expect to be in a position to publish the 
Review.

22/10/2019WRBB03100Land Development Agency

22/10/2019WRBB03200651. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the contact his Department has had with EUROSTAT on the classification of the Land De-
velopment Agency as being on balance sheet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[43549/19]

22/10/2019WRBB03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department was invited by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) to meet with, and brief,  EU-
ROSTAT in relation to the Land Development Agency (LDA) as part of a routine EUROSTAT 
European Deficit Procedure (EDP) Dialogue visit to EU member states on 26 February 2019. 

In relation to the classification of the LDA, it is understood that the CSO will not take a de-
finitive view on this matter, until it can undertake a full analysis of the business plan and finan-
cial model of the LDA in the context of the primary legislation establishing the LDA as a com-
mercial body.  Pending this review, the LDA has been classified by the CSO as a body within 
Government and I further understand that EUROSTAT concurred with this interim approach.

22/10/2019WRBB03400Commencement of Legislation

22/10/2019WRBB03450652. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the supports he plans to launch to assist households with additional costs arising from 
new building regulations on BER ratings for extensions and renovations in homes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [43550/19]

22/10/2019WRBB03475Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The recently signed amendments to Part L of the Building Regu-
lations give effect to Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) and Major Renovation to cost 
optimal level where it is technically, functionally and economically feasible.   The cost optimal 
energy performance level for a typical dwelling is equivalent to a B2 BER.

While there are no specific grants available for compliance with building regulations, ho-
meowners who are undertaking certain retrofitting works may be eligible for grants from the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. A range of grants are available to householders to suit 
their circumstances and the scale of work they wish to undertake.

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme provides 100% grants to those on lower incomes 
who are in receipt of certain payments from the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection. These works include attic and wall insulation & ventilation, draught proofing, 
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energy efficient lighting and window replacements and/or heating upgrades, in high priority 
circumstances.

Partial grants are available for those   who can invest some of their own funds. The measures 
covered by this scheme, such as cavity wall, attic insulation, solar thermal, heating controls 
and a BER certificate, have been progressively expanded over the last year to include deeper 
measures like external wall insulation and heat pumps. In 2019 €21m has been allocated to this 
scheme.

The Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing grant schemes 
to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money. A taskforce 
chaired by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment is overseeing 
this. 

In addition my Department is currently funding local authorities in their undertaking of an 
ambitious programme of insulation retrofitting of the least energy efficient social homes.  

Building an extension will not automatically trigger additional works on an existing dwell-
ing.  Major renovation requirements are only triggered where more than 25% of the surface 
envelope of the existing dwelling undergoes renovation.  

These regulations implement actions of the All of Government Action Plan.  The main ben-
efits of the new regulations are: reduced energy bills and alleviation of fuel poverty: the new 
regulations are expected to result in reduced fuel bills for new or majorly renovated  dwellings 
compared to bills for existing dwellings; health improvements: initial studies on NZEB show 
that Nearly Zero Energy Dwellings are alleviating respiratory illnesses and occupants are re-
porting fewer visits to the doctor.

22/10/2019WRBB03488Commencement of Legislation

22/10/2019WRBB03500653. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when section 2 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 will come into 
force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43621/19]

22/10/2019WRBB03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 2 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 commenced on enactment 
of the Act, on 19 July 2018.

22/10/2019WRBB03700Housing Issues

22/10/2019WRBB03800654. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on recent reports of a slowing down of activity in residential construc-
tion during 2019. [43644/19]

22/10/2019WRBB03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Increasing the supply of housing, private and public, is essential to address many of the core 
challenges in the housing sector. 

Housing supply lead indicators provide a basis for confidence that there will be continued 
expansion. The rolling annual total of planning permission for residential dwellings has ex-
ceeded 30,000 units for the first time since early 2010, up more than 21% year on year. There 
has been particularly strong growth in apartment planning permission, which is very welcome 
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given the policy thrust toward more compact urban growth.

In the year to end June 2019, the number of new homes becoming available for use increased 
to 22,609. In the same period, the number of new homes in respect of which commencement 
notices were served reached 24,226, a 29% year on year increase.

Notwithstanding this evidence of strong output growth, the pace of delivery must be sus-
tained over the coming years, and my Department will continue to monitor lead indicators and 
housing output accordingly.

22/10/2019WRBB04000Island Communities

22/10/2019WRBB04100655. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
allocation made in each of the years 2016 to 2019 to the island scholarship scheme; and the 
budget 2020 allocation in tabular form. [42954/19]

22/10/2019WRBB04200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Under the measure: ÁRAINN Gaeltachta, to which the Deputy refers and which 
has been in place since 2007, up to 30 post-primary students in total can avail of the opportu-
nity to attend one of the participating post-primary schools on the Aran Islands for an entire 
school-year while residing with a household registered under the Department’s Scéim na bh-
Foghlaimeoirí Gaeilge.

The post-primary schools in question are Coláiste Éinne, Inis Mór; Coláiste Ghobnait, Inis 
Oirr; and Coláiste Naomh Eoin, Inis Meáin.  In line with the conditions of the measure, each of 
the 3 schools is allocated a maximum of 10 students and a daily subvention of €27 per student 
is payable by my Department to the participating households.

In March 2019 I approved a three-year allocation of up to €450,000in support of the mea-
sure in respect of the 2019/20, 2020/21 and 2021/2022 school-years -  equivalent to up to 
€150,000 per school-year.

Full details regarding the measure  - which aligns with action 2.15 of the Government’s 
Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022, can be found on the following link:

https://www.chg.gov.ie/ga/allowance-of-up-to-e450000-granted-by-minister-of-state-kyne-
for-the-benefit-of-post-primary-schools-on-the-aran-islands/

The following table sets out the expenditure in respect of each year from 2016 to date:

Year Expenditure under the measure
2016 €135,000
2017 €125,037
2018 €152,103
2019 (to date)   €85,779

22/10/2019WRBB04300Departmental Schemes

22/10/2019WRBB04400656. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if schools in the Gaeltacht were notified of the clár na gcluichí gaelach scheme or the way in 
which to apply; the way in which the schools were chosen for funding under this scheme; the 
reason no schools in the Gaeltacht areas on the east side of Galway city were chosen; and if she 
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will make a statement on the matter. [43008/19]

22/10/2019WRBB04500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The objective of Clár na gCluichí Gaelacha is to further support participating 
Gaeltacht schools in providing language acquisition and enrichment opportunities to school pu-
pils. The measure is one of a suite of actions being currently implemented by the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in support of the language planning process and the Policy 
on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022, the implementation of which is being spearheaded by the 
Department of Education and Skills.

Since 2005, GAA’s Connacht Council, who contribute 33% of the overall cost of the pro-
gramme, have administered the programme in the Galway Gaeltacht region.  Schools partici-
pating in the Gaeltacht Education Scheme and wishing to avail of the programme in the Galway 
region should contact the Connacht Council in relation to possible participation.  

While the schools participating in the scheme have remained broadly the same since its 
establishment, my Department, on an ongoing basis, seeks ways to further develop existing pro-
grammes using available resources in the overall context of further underpinning the language 
as a vibrant community and family language in Gaeltacht regions.

It is in that overall context that my Department will continue to seek to further develop  Clár 
na gCluchí Gaelacha   in partnership with the Connacht Council.

22/10/2019WRBB04600Greenways Development

22/10/2019WRBB04700657. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of progress of the Grand Canal greenway project between Hazelhatch, Celbridge, County 
Kildare and the 12th lock in Lucan, County Dublin; the timeline for completion of the project; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43078/19]

22/10/2019WRBB04800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is working closely with Local Authorities 
and The National Transport Authority along the route of the Royal and Grand canals to advance 
development of the canal towpaths into long distance Greenways for walking and cycling.

There is planning permission in place since late Spring 2019 for the upgrade of the Grand 
Canal towpath from the 12th Lock in Lucan to Hazelhatch, Celbridge, Co. Kildare (approxi-
mately 4km) to cycle standard.  

Although the area was part of a wider greenway funding application made by Waterways 
Ireland to the Department for Transport, Tourism and Sport earlier this year, no funding was 
granted for this particular section.  

In the meantime, I am keeping this matter under ongoing review and examining potential 
sources of funding.

22/10/2019WRBB04900Data Protection

22/10/2019WRBB05000658. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to the fact that interpretations of GDPR are inhibiting the work 
of some heritage centres nationally, particularly in the case of genealogy; and if advice will be 
provided on the implications of GDPR for genealogical research. [43112/19]
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22/10/2019WRBB05100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that no concerns have been brought to the attention of my Department regarding the work 
of heritage centres in relation to genealogical research due to the coming into effect of GDPR 
legislation, as referred to  by the Deputy. My officials will however be happy to respond to any 
such queries if received.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner has pub-
lished a range of information and guidance in relation to the operation of the GDPR legislation 
and this is available on the web at  https://www.dataprotection.ie/.

22/10/2019WRBB05200Special Protection Areas

22/10/2019WRBB05300659. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the purchase of the lands at Booterstown Marsh for An Taisce will be explored to ensure 
that when the lease runs out in 2020 the bird sanctuary will continue as a public amenity; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43165/19]

22/10/2019WRBB05400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Booter-
stown Marsh is part of South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary Special Protection Area 
(SPA) (site code: 004024). While my Department is responsible for the designation of SPAs un-
der the Birds Directive, the bird sanctuary at Booterstown Marsh is in private ownership, man-
aged by An Taisce. The level of protection afforded to the site as an SPA will not change should 
there be a transfer of ownership. My Department has no plans at present to purchase the site.

22/10/2019WRBB05500Departmental Funding

22/10/2019WRBB05600660. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her Department provides funding to a body (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [43190/19]

22/10/2019WRBB05700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As far as 
I am aware, my Department has not been formally approached by the organisation in question 
and consequently has no funding relationship in place.  My Department remains open to com-
munication from all cultural bodies.

22/10/2019WRBB05800Departmental Funding

22/10/2019WRBB05900661. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her Department has provided funding for an event (details supplied) which is due to take place 
here in April 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43191/19]

22/10/2019WRBB06000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am not 
aware of any formal approach to my  Department by the organisation in question for the event 
cited and consequently has no funding relationship in place.  My Department remains open to 
communication from all cultural bodies.

22/10/2019WRBB06100Consultancy Contracts Data

22/10/2019WRBB06200662. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
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the consultancy service providers engaged by her Department from 1 January 2018 to 1 January 
2019; the costs associated with each (details supplied); the reason for each service engagement; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43310/19]

22/10/2019WRBB06300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There 
was no expenditure committed or incurred on Consultancy Services under the Administrative 
Budget (vii) Consultancy Services and Value for Money and Policy Reviews for the period from 
1 January 2018 to 1 January 2019.

22/10/2019WRBB06400Value for Money Reviews

22/10/2019WRBB06500663. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the details of each value for money and policy review conducted by her Department from 1 
January 2018 to 1 January 2019; the cost of each exercise; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43327/19]

22/10/2019WRBB06600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
IGEES Evaluation Unit in my Department produced two peer-reviewed papers between 1 Janu-
ary 2018 and 1 January 2019, as follows:

- Review of the Implementation of Recommendations of the Value for Money and Policy 
Review of the Arts Council.

- Review of Subsidised Ferry Services to Offshore Islands.

As these reviews were both conducted in-house by my Department there were no external 
costs incurred.

Both of these reviews are available on my Department’s website at:

https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/finance-evaluation/evaluation/focused-policy-assessments-2/

22/10/2019WRBB06700Question Heading for question(s)  664

22/10/2019WRBB06800664. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 371 and 372 of 3 October 2019, the number of times 
in the past four years her Department has allocated additional funds to a body under its aegis 
for a specific purpose; the body in each case; the amount allocated in each case in proportion 
to its overall allocation for that year; if the additional funding was granted prior to the com-
mencement of the financial year as part of the financial allocation to the body for that year; the 
rationale for the ring-fencing of such additional funding in view of the independent statutory 
remit of these bodies; if ring-fencing of additional funding will cease from 2020 onwards to 
ensure the statutory independence of bodies under the aegis of her Department is upheld; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43476/19]

22/10/2019WRBB06900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): With 
further reference to my response to the Deputy of 3rd October last, I wish to re-state that all al-
locations of funding to bodies under the aegis of my Department are made on the basis that the 
allocation of such funds is a matter for the board of the body  concerned in accordance with its 
statutory obligations and remit.

Any additional allocations made to such bodies are, and will continue to be, made on foot 
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of submissions made by, and/or discussions with, the relevant body.  

As previously advised, details of funding provided to those bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment are published annually in the Revised Estimates Volumes (REV) https://www.gov.ie/
en/collection/e20037-revised-estimates while information in respect of expenditure, including 
variations in outturns against REV allocations, are set out in the Department’s Appropriation 
Accounts which can be found on my Department’s website at https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/
finance-evaluation/appropriation-account/  .

If the Deputy requires further information in relation to the funding of the bodies under the 
aegis of my Department, my officials will be happy to assist him with any specific queries he 
may have.

22/10/2019WRBB07000Project Ireland 2040 Funding

22/10/2019WRBB07100665. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way in which the €460 million announced as part of Project Ireland 2040 will be allocated to the 
national cultural institutions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43493/19]

22/10/2019WRBB07200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Under 
Project Ireland 2040 - the National Development Plan, €1,188 million in capital expenditure 
has been allocated to my Department for 2018-2027.  The detailed breakdown of this invest-
ment programme is set out in my Department’s sectorial capital plan, Investing in our Culture, 
Language and Heritage.

Under this plan, €460 million is being provided to support an ambitious programme of rede-
velopment and renovation projects across all of our National Cultural Institutions (the ‘NCIs’).  
The indicative investment levels for each NCI are set out in the following table.  Additionally, 
it is envisaged that the NCIs will generate additional funding to support the projects through 
philanthropic efforts.

Cultural Institution Indicative investment 
NCI annual capital allocation €40m 
National Gallery of Ireland €54m 
National Concert Hall €78m 
Irish Museum of Modern Art €36m 
Chester Beatty Library €20m 
National Museum of Ireland €85m 
National Library of Ireland €23m 
National Archives €22m 
Abbey Theatre €80m 
Crawford Art Gallery €22m 
Major capital projects under the National Cultural Institutions Investment Programme are 

appraised, planned, designed, implemented and evaluated in line with the Public Spending 
Code and best practice guidance outlined in the Capital Works Management Framework pub-
lished by the Office of Government Procurement.

22/10/2019WRBB07300Project Ireland 2040 Funding
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22/10/2019WRBB07400666. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
there will be a streamlined application process through which the national cultural institutions 
can apply for funding from the €460 million announced for capital investment under Project 
Ireland 2040; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43494/19]

22/10/2019WRBB07500667. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way in which applications for funding by the national cultural institutions from the €460 mil-
lion announced under Project 2040 will be prioritised; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [43495/19]

22/10/2019WRBB07600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 666 and 667 together.

Under Project Ireland 2040 - the National Development Plan, €1,188 million in capital 
expenditure has been allocated to my Department for 2018-2027.  The detailed breakdown of 
this investment programme is set out in my Department’s sectorial capital plan, Investing in 
our Culture, Language and Heritage. Under this plan, €460 million is being provided to support 
an ambitious programme of redevelopment and renovation projects across all of our National 
Cultural Institutions (the ‘NCIs’). 

Capital projects undertaken by bodies under the aegis of my Department are appraised, 
planned, designed, implemented and evaluated in line with the Public Spending Code and best 
practice guidance outlined in the Capital Works Management Framework published by the Of-
fice of Government Procurement. 

My Department is working with the NCIs to progress individual capital projects through the 
project life-cycle of the Public Spending Code. Decisions with regard to sequencing of invest-
ment in the NCIs are subject to the progress of each project through the project life-cycle of the 
Public Spending Code and are managed in the context of the multi-annual capital allocations 
available to my Department.

22/10/2019WRCC00300Project Ireland 2040 Administration

22/10/2019WRCC00400668. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way in which the capital investment in national cultural institutions promised under Project Ire-
land 2040 will be managed; the person or body which will manage same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [43496/19]

22/10/2019WRCC00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Capi-
tal projects undertaken by bodies under the aegis of my Department are appraised, planned, 
designed, implemented and evaluated in line with the Public Spending Code and best practice 
guidance outlined in the Capital Works Management Framework published by the Office of 
Government Procurement. 

Under the Public Spending Code, the public body with appraising, planning and managing 
a public investment project, including seeking and receiving the necessary approvals, is con-
sidered the sponsoring agency. Each National Cultural Institution (NCI) will be considered to 
be the sponsoring agency for their individual investment project. Under the Code, the public 
body with the responsibility for granting approvals at each stage of the project life-cycle and 
for dispersing public monies for the project is the sanctioning authority. My Department is, in 
the first instance, the sanctioning authority  for all capital expenditure on the NCIs as part of 
Project Ireland 2040.
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Given their expertise and the vital role that they play as stewards of many of the buildings 
that house our NCIs, the Office of Public Works (OPW) will act as the contracting authority 
in a number of the capital projects. For example, the OPW are fulfilling the role of contracting 
authority in the on-going project currently being undertaken the National Library of Ireland. 

To ensure that all projects under the NCI programme are delivered effectively, and in rec-
ognition of the important partnership between the NCI and the OPW, tripartite governance 
arrangements are put in place to facilitate the progression of the project through the project 
life-cycle.   These align closely with the governance and oversight arrangements set out in the 
Public Spending Code.

22/10/2019WRCC00600Capital Expenditure Programme

22/10/2019WRCC00700669. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
level of engagement between her Department and the OPW on capital investment projects in 
the national cultural institutions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43497/19]

22/10/2019WRCC00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW) plays an important role, in partnership with our National Cultural 
Institutions (NCIs), as stewards and custodians of many of the buildings in which our NCIs are 
housed. Section 70 of the National Cultural Institutions Act 1997 provides that the OPW have a 
specified role with regards to the maintenance, upkeep, repair, renovation and improvement of 
premises occupied by the National Library and the National Museum. 

Given the role of the OPW in the NCIs, and given their expertise in building maintenance, 
construction and redevelopment, they are fulfilling the role of contracting authority in a number 
of capital investment projects in the NCIs. Officials from my Department work with the OPW 
and NCIs through the governance arrangements established to facilitate the progression of in-
dividual projects.

To ensure coherence and programme level oversight, and to facilitate planning across the 
whole NCI capital investment programme, my officials and OPW officials also liaise frequently 
through monitoring and working groups.

22/10/2019WRCC00900National Cultural Institutions

22/10/2019WRCC01000670. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of days each of the national cultural institutions was closed to the public, or portions 
were closed to the public in 2018 and to date in 2019 due to health and safety concerns; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [43498/19]

22/10/2019WRCC01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The fol-
lowing table sets out the days on which National Cultural Institutions were closed or partially 
closed due to health and safety concerns:

National   Cultural Institu-
tion 

2018 and Reason for     Clo-
sure

2019 and Reason for     Clo-
sure

Chester   Beatty Library 
(CBL)

1 Day for Health   & Safety 
concern 

Not Applicable



Questions - Written Answers

312

National   Cultural Institu-
tion 

2018 and Reason for     Clo-
sure

2019 and Reason for     Clo-
sure

Crawford   Art Gallery 
(CAG)

Partial Closure - Individual 
galleries were closed to pub-
lic due to health and safety 
reasons on 2 occasions

Partial Closure - Individual 
galleries were closed to the 
public due to health and 
safety reason on 1 occasion

Irish   Museum of Modern 
Art

Not Applicable Not Applicable

National   Concert Hall Not Applicable Not Applicable
National   Library of Ireland 
(NLI)

Partial Closure - National 
Photographic Archive (NPA) 
only due to erection of scaf-
folding for 2 occasions

Not Applicable

National Gallery of Ireland 
(NGI)

Not Applicable Partial Closure - NGI   was 
partially closed (Dargan 
and Milltown wings only) 
from the 28th May to   10th 
September 2019 due to a 
lighting installation issue.  
The Millennium wing and 
Beit wing remained open to 
the public.

National Archives Not applicable Not applicable
National Museum of Ireland Partial Closure - NMI Deco-

rative Arts & History closed 
one hour early due   to Papal 
Mass - Garda Recommenda-
tion

Partial Closure - NMI 
Kildare St. Fadden More 
Psalter Gallery closed for 
half a day due to heavy     
rainfall, water egress into 
gallery space

Partial Closure - NMI Natu-
ral History Museum closed 
for half a day due to branch     
of tree hanging precari-
ously adjacent to entrance 
to Museum to   facilitate its   
removal

Partial Closure - NMI 
Kildare St. - section of the 
Medieval Gallery closed  on 
one afternoon due to water 
egress into gallery space fol-
lowing heavy rain.

Partial Closure - NMI Natu-
ral History Museum two 
upper floor balconies due to 
lack of fire exits and health 
and safety concerns. All of 
2018 and to date in 2019

Partial Closure - NMI Natu-
ral History Museum First 
Floor closed for one day 
due to heavy rainfall, water 
egress through roof onto first 
floor

There have also been closures due to weather warnings.   

These matters are day to day operational matters for each of the National Cultural Institu-
tions under my auspices.

22/10/2019WRCC01200National Cultural Institutions
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22/10/2019WRCC01300671. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
breakdown of visitor numbers to each of the national cultural institutions in each of the years 
2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43499/19]

22/10/2019WRCC01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The fol-
lowing table sets out the visitor numbers for each National Cultural Institution from 2010 to 
2018 and to date in 2019.

Visitor Figures 2010-2019 

NCI 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Jan - Sep 
2019 

CBL 206,653 247,729 255,704 250,659 304,119 343,929 371,211 335,875 349,516 293,357 

CAG 188,823 187,311 190,217 177,409 163,887 175,902 178,302 188,814 230,989 199,017 

IMMA 418,977 362,955 63,642 121,221 306,662 485,702 584,856 489,295 505,891 379,819 

NCH 318,667 293,639 322,222 315,508 329,659 321,585 312,339 316,497 299,643 223,643 

NMI 992,953 1,096,027 1,071,193 1,039,137 1,099,581 1,211,244 1,315,776 1,161,495 1,127,999 1,029,193 

NLI 189,882 206,342 181,152 260,152 270,394 248,836 247,242 197,245 237,229 208,841 

NGI 736,855 624,412 660,486 640,824 593,183 718,637 755,577 1,065,929 775,301 573,968 

NAI 15,242 13,907 13,576 12,987 11,725 11,815 8,746 9,152 8,498 7,546 

Total 3,068,052 3,032,322 2,758,192 2,817,897 3,079,210 3,517,650 3,774,049 3,764,302 3,535,066 2,915,384 

 * IMMA partly closed for refurbishment

CBL = Chester Beatty Library

CAG = Crawford Art Gallery

IMMA = Irish Museum of Modern Art

NCH = National Concert Hall

NMI = National Museum of Ireland

NLI = National Library of Ireland

NGI = National Gallery of Ireland 

The level of visitor numbers to the national cultural institutions is a testament to the varied 
and engaging programmes prepared by each of them.  However, I am conscious of the need for 
investment in our national cultural institutions to ensure that they can accommodate the many 
visitors who wish to engage with our national collections and programmes.  As part of Project 
Ireland 2040 a total of €460 million will be invested in our institutions to address long standing 
infrastructural problems and to bring them up to 21st century international standards.

22/10/2019WRCC01500Project Ireland 2040

22/10/2019WRCC01600672. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the expansion of arts and capital culture scheme as announced under Project Ireland 
2040; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43500/19]

22/10/2019WRCC01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 has given explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heri-
tage.  Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018-2027 sets out the Government’s 
objectives for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, language and heritage. The plan includes 
a total of €40 million, or €4 million in each of the 10 years from 2018 to 2027 to secure existing 
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investment in arts and culture infrastructure nationwide and ensure a regional balance.  A total 
of €3.9m was spent on arts and culture infrastructure in 2018.   This level of investment will 
ensure the upkeep of regional infrastructure right across the country.

The recent Arts and Culture Capital Scheme allocated €10.214m to 134 projects under three 
complementary grant streams for the refurbishment and enhancement of the existing arts and 
culture facilities throughout the country.  Over €2.5m of this was drawn down in 2018 and to 
date in 2019 and over €7.2m remains to be paid out over the coming years.  This is the most sig-
nificant investment in cultural infrastructure in a decade with funding provided to arts centres, 
theatres, galleries and museums, artists’ studios and creative spaces. The list of these projects 
with the amounts of their allocations is available on my Department’s website.

The Arts and Culture Capital Scheme is making a huge difference to many individual organ-
isations and my Department is already seeing good outcomes and receiving positive feedback. 

The Arts Council in conjunction with local government through the County and City Man-
agement Association recently commissioned CHL Consulting Company to undertake an in-
dependent, strategic review of the network of venues and arts centres across the country.  The 
review focused on the infrastructure of professionally-managed arts buildings that are open to 
the public throughout the year.  A consultation phase was incorporated into the study and stake-
holders had an opportunity to participate.  The resulting Review of Arts Centres and Venues 
provided a valuable input to develop a coordinated, spatially-informed strategy to support and 
develop the built infrastructure for the arts.  The Review was published in June 2019.  The Arts 
Council subsequently published its Arts Centre Policy which sets out its funding criteria for arts 
centres from 2020 onwards.  

 My Department is currently giving consideration to a new round of grant funding for Arts 
and Cultural Capital and the reviews have informed the Department’s framing for the next 
round of arts and culture capital funding.  I hope to announce a new scheme for capital grants 
in the very near future.

22/10/2019WRCC01800Project Ireland 2040 Expenditure

22/10/2019WRCC01900673. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
funding allocated and spent of the €1.188 million announced under the heading Investing in our 
Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 in Project Ireland 2040; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [43501/19]

22/10/2019WRCC02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Over 
the period 2018 to 2027, my Department will invest nearly €1.2 billion in capital expenditure 
as part of Project Ireland 2040 -  the National Development Plan. To direct this investment, 
my Department has developed a detailed sectorial investment plan, Investing in our Culture, 
Language and Heritage, which sets the high-level, strategic capital investment priorities for the 
Department to 2027.   The investment plan sets out three strands of activity, capital investment 
and infrastructure programmes, capital grant schemes and major capital projects, across the fol-
lowing programme areas:

-  €725 million towards enhancing our cultural infrastructure, incorporating,

- A €460 million investment in our National Cultural Institutions and,

- €265 million for a national Culture and Creativity Investment Programme;



22 October 2019

315

- €285 million towards a heritage investment programme; and,

- €178 million towards investment in our language, the Gaeltacht and the Islands.

All capital expenditure allocated to and incurred by my Department is dedicated to advanc-
ing Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage  .

Capital expenditure incurred in 2018 included €3.9 million for local arts and cultural infra-
structure, €7 million for our National Cultural Institutions, €7.9 million for our historic environ-
ment (incorporating capital expenditure by Waterways Ireland and the Heritage Council), and a 
€7.6 million investment by Údarás na Gaeltachta to create and maintain jobs.

Capital expenditure incurred in 2019 to end-September has been used to progress some key 
initiatives under Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage  , including, to date, €11 
million towards investment to support the Audio Visual sector (through Screen Ireland), €2.8 
million towards investment in local arts and cultural infrastructure, nearly €2.4 million towards 
supporting Galway 2020 European City of Culture, and €7.3 million towards investment by 
Údarás na Gaeltachta in job creation.

The following table indicates the capital allocation provided to my Department under the 
Revised Estimates 2018 and Further Revised Estimates 2019 and the capital out-turn.

Capital Allocation (Revised Estimates 
2018) 

Capital Out-turn 2018 

€54.3m (+ €0.7m capital carryover) €54.131m 
Capital Allocation (Further Revised Esti-
mates 2019) 

Capital Out-turn (to end-September 2019) 

€73.8m (+ €0.7m capital carryover) €38.756m* 
*this figure is provisional as all expenditure within the Department’s Vote is subject to an 

ongoing internal verification and monitoring process to ensure the best use of available finan-
cial resources. Adjustments may fall to be made between subheads as part of this process and 
all figures are subject to audit by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General. 

22/10/2019WRCC02100National Orchestras

22/10/2019WRCC02200674. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
way in which the decision to move the National Symphony Orchestra to the National Concert 
Hall was made; the reason this course was preferred over establishing the National Symphony 
Orchestra as a national cultural institution in its own right; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [43512/19]

22/10/2019WRCC02300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will be aware, RTÉ commissioned a report from independent consultants Helen Boaden 
and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras Ensuring a Sustainable Future.  
The Report made a number of recommendations including that the RTÉ National Symphony 
Orchestra (NSO) be a national cultural institution in its own right or within the National Con-
cert Hall (NCH).  

My Department, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, 
the National Concert Hall and RTÉ considered the Report and were all of the view that the RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall and 
should not be established as a separate body.  
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The Government  agreed in principle that the NSO should come within the remit of the 
National Concert Hall .  The Government  also authorised the initiation of discussions on the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Boaden report.  

The main reasons for this are as follows:

- The NSO has been located in the NCH since it opened in 1981 and it provides the back-
bone to the Hall’s orchestral music programme. 

- To the public at large the NCH and the NSO are already intrinsically linked and the aims 
of both are entirely compatible. 

- The recently announced capital investment plan for the NCH includes enhanced and ad-
ditional facilities for the NSO, incorporating a dedicated rehearsal studio. 

- The support services for an orchestra and a concert hall significantly overlap: program-
ming, education and outreach, finance, operations, marketing and communications, personnel, 
and fundraising.

- Finally a combined creative and imaginative overall programme strategy will greatly en-
hance the offering of both organisations to the public.

22/10/2019WRCC02400National Orchestras

22/10/2019WRCC02500675. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
legislative changes proposed to the National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 
2015 to reflect the decision to move the National Symphony Orchestra under the remit of the 
National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [43513/19]

22/10/2019WRCC02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Follow-
ing the publication of the report by RTÉ that it commissioned from independent consultants 
Helen Boaden and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras Ensuring a Sus-
tainable Future, the Government  agreed in principle that the RTÉ National Symphony Orches-
tra (NSO) should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall (NCH), and authorised the 
initiation of discussions on the implementation of the recommendations of the report.  

Work is continuing to identify and address the relevant issues to enable a successful trans-
fer.  This work includes consideration of the amendments that may be necessary to the National 
Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 2015 to provide a  legal basis for the transfer 
of the RTE NSO.  I would expect that that aspect of the work will be completed by the end of 
the year.
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